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REC Board 
Meeting

MONTE VISTA — The 
SLV Rural Electric Com-
pany announced the 
regular board of directors 
meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 30, 2020 
at the office located at 
3625 US Highway 160 W, 
Monte Vista, CO  81144.  
The meeting begins at 
9:30 a.m.

Triggered: How one of Colorado’s 
smallest protests became its most violent

By SUSAN GREENE
COLab 

and

KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — The pro-
testers, about a dozen in 
all, gathered on June 4 in 
the intersection of State 
Avenue and Main Street. 
Like protesters across the 
country in the aftermath 
of George Floyd’s killing by 
police, they were demand-
ing police accountability 
and racial justice. 

The group occupied 
the crosswalk during red 
lights, then stepped to 
the curb on green. Letting 
traffic pass, they figured, 
would help keep things 
peaceful.

Some drivers raised their 
fists and honked in solidar-
ity. Others, cranky that 
skinny-jeaned millenni-
als were chanting “Whose 
streets? Our streets” in 
their city’s main intersec-
tion, flipped them the bird.

In the days before the 
protest, warnings of out-
side agitators coming in to 
make trouble prompted a 
posse of armed business-
men to stand post. People 
were on edge.

Just before 6 p.m., a 
man driving a Dodge Ram 
pickup pulled up to the red 
light, then accelerated into 
the crosswalk.  

A video of the scene 
shows protesters lurch 
out of the way. It also 
shows one protester, a 
man dressed in black, pull 
a gun from his waistband 
and shoot the driver in 
the head. 

Their June 4 run-in 
lasted five seconds, less 
than an average yawn. 
That’s all it took for one of 
Colorado’s sleepy protests 
to become its most violent.

Marshall Law
James Edward Marshall 

IV, the 27-year-old shooter, 
is facing a slew of charges, 
including attempted mur-
der. He knows a thing or 
two about what he’s up 
against because he is a 
defense lawyer.

Marshall grew up in 
Cincinatti’s suburbs and 
studied political science 
at Ohio State University 
where, as he still touts 
years later, he was the 
president of the rifle and 
“cigar culture” clubs. He 
graduated in 2018 from 
the University of Colo-
rado Law School. A former 
classmate in the student 
law clinic there says he 
would bemoan police and 
prosecutors’ treatment of 
his clients more loudly and 

bitterly than others. 
He went to work at the 

public defender’s office in 
Durango, a job he kept 
for only 10 months. In 
June 2019, he married 
CU grad Mariah Loraine 
and moved to Alamosa. 
She took a job as a child 
welfare caseworker for 
the county’s Department 
of Human Services and 
he opened a law office at 
the corner where he would 
shoot Pruitt a year later.

He called his practice 
“Marshall Law.” 

His goal, he told people 
here, was to represent cli-
ents at fees they wouldn’t 
need to sell their homes 
to afford. 

“He thought there was a 
niche in this area that he 
could fulfill. He seemed to 
have the mindset of being 
of service and wanting to 
really establish himself,” 
said Christine Canaly, 
director of the San Luis 
Valley Ecosystem Council 
whose office is next to the 
one Marshall rented.

Canaly has seen ten-
ants come and go in her 
two decades working in 
the building. He was the 
first to tidy up the joint 
restroom. He even brought 
a “little wicker basket to 
make it homey,” she said. 
“I thought, ‘Wow, this is 
great!’”

She found him friendly 
when he would pop in to 
say hi, but also says he 
seemed “stressed out” and 
has a “nervous tempera-
ment.”

Marshall played a lot 
of trivia at Square Peg, 

a downtown brewery. He 
also frequented Milagros 
Café, the popular coffee 
spot below his office. He 
sometimes met clients 
there, though usually 
grabbed a cup to go while 
on his cell phone. Custom-
ers say he is a loud talker. 
Some also say his tailored 
suits and matching dress 
shoes and belts stood out 
in a town more accustomed 
to jeans and work boots.

Over the past year, he 
struck up several conver-
sations with Aaron Milten-
berger, executive director 
of Boys & Girls Clubs of 
the San Luis Valley. They 
would chat while waiting 
for their coffee orders. 

“We’d run into each other 
and talk about news, poli-
tics, whatever. The con-
versation would often be 
around the current politi-
cal state. He’d say ‘I f---ing 
hate Trump,’ or something 
like that,” he said. 

“James is pretty tightly 
wound. There’s an inten-

sity you don’t always see 
around here.” 

Your typical Texan
Danny Pruitt,  the 

49-year-old gunshot vic-
tim, spent most of the past 
three weeks in a coma, 
the bullet still lodged in 
his brain. 

Named after his dad, 
he grew up in Maypearl, 
a town of 1,000 in Texas’s 
cow country. He served 
as an electronics tech in 
the Army after Operation 
Desert Storm and fell 15 
feet on the job, hurting his 
shoulder and back, before 
being discharged for dis-
ability. He has not worked 
since, says Tom Metier, his 
lawyer.

Pruitt’s friends and 
family say he is fiercely 
private, unwilling to talk 
much about his life.

“I didn’t ask, he didn’t 
tell,” said Brent Thomp-
son, the neighbor he was 
with in the hours before 
the shooting.

Records show Pruitt 
made a long string of moves 
within Texas before head-
ing to Colorado in 2018. He 
stayed for a while in a small 
home near a cemetery in 
Cañon City, then moved to 
an RV Park in Blanca with 
a view of the snow-capped 
14er of the same name. The 
mountain, he apparently 
told people, reminded him 
there is a God. 

About a year ago, he 
bought seven acres of cheap 
land at the far eastern edge 
of the San Luis Valley. 

Weekend update
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Six new cases for the 
SLV have been reported 
since Thursday, 2 from 
Alamosa  County ,  1 
for Costilla, and 3 for 
Rio Grande. The total 
number of cumulative 
cases as of Friday was 
399. There are currently 
117 known active cases. 
Thirty-one total people 
have been hospitalized, 
and 275 have completed 
isolation. There have 
been 7 fatalities of indi-
viduals with COVID-19. 
Numbers are updated 
weekdays at slvemer-
gency.org/slv-covid-19/.

This  week,  Publ i c 
Hea l th  and  reg ion -
al response partners 
have attended meet-
ings with the State 
to make a plan to ad-

dress SLV needs for 
support. Two lines of 
emphasis were identi-
fied: Assistance with 
slowing the spread of 
COVID test ing,  fo l -
low up, and outbreak 
management; and sup-
port to individuals and 
families, particularly 
as to the education of 
agricultural workers 
and employers on how 
to function during the 
pandemic while pre-
venting transmission 
of the virus. Guidance 
from the CDC and the 
Department of Labor 
can  be  f ound  here : 
https: / /www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019ncov/
community/guidance-
agricultural-workers.
html.   

■ See COVID page 3

Courtesy photo

Danny Pruitt and his 
daughter Melody.

Courier photo by Meg Colwell

James Marshall the day of 
the shooting. 

■ See 
TRIGGERED page 5

City playgrounds reopen 
June 29 

ALAMOSA—All City Playgrounds 
will reopen on Monday, June 29, 2020. 
Please be aware that you must use 
playgrounds at your own risk. City play-
grounds will be disinfected every other 
business day. If playground equipment 
is wet and/or has a strong disinfectant 
smell, please wait until the equipment is 
dry before use. Please use playgrounds 

responsibly; remind children to socially 
distance as best they can and use hand 
sanitizer; or wash your children’s hands 
before and after use. Playgrounds are 
limited to 25 users at a time. 

For more information, please contact 
Alamosa Parks and Recreation at (719) 
589-2105 or visit www.alamosarec.org.  
Safe and Happy Recreating!

Courtesy photo

The recently built Peyton’s Play Ball! Park near Lee Fields in Alamosa. 

Page 1 Corrections
ALAMOSA— Two glaring errors appeared on page 

1 of Friday’s Valley Courier and we apologize for any 
confusion this may have caused.

In Susan Greene’s article about shooting victim 
Danny Pruitt, an editing error by the publisher mis-
stated that he has a “.38 caliber slug in his head.” The 
bullet is actually 9 mm.

The article concerning the SLV Regional Airport 
concerning 2019 enplanements misstated in the lead 
paragraph that there had been 100,000 enplanements 
when it was actually over 10,000. Later in the article the 
correct number was stated. COVID was also incorrectly 
credited for the payment’s estimated arrival of 2021.

BOE 
Meeting

ALAMOSA —  The 
Alamosa Board of Edu-
cation will be holding 
a public meeting on 
Monday June 29. Due to 
Coronavirus the meeting 
will be held virtually, To 
attend please use tune 
in using Zoom meet-
ing information:https://
zoom.us/j/5051891882
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OBITUARIES

ALAMOSA POLICE REPORT

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and third 
Mondays, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Alamosa Masonic Hall, 
512 San Juan Ave.  Call 
Sharon at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at Hos-
pice del Valle, 524 Main 
St. in Alamosa. Pregnant 
and nursing women are 
welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and new 
members are welcome.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen Mill-
er, 719-873-5466 or email 
mkmillermink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The Al-
zheimer’s Caregiver’s Sup-
port Group meets on the 
second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-

sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church Av-
enue in Alamosa. Weigh-in 
is at 5:30 p.m. with an 
informative meeting at 
6:15. Anyone interested in 
having weight loss support 
is welcome to attend a free 
meeting or call Doris at 
589-6396 for more infor-
mation.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Ala-
mosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-
ganization that provides 
support and resources for 
families affected by the 
impact of substance abuse. 
They meet on the third 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Citizens Center 
at 92 Rio Grande Ave. (on 
the north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Ala-
mosa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

ALAMOSA — Open 
drop-in meditation for 
health, stress man-
agement and spiritual 
growth, is held at 10:45 
a.m. the second Sunday of 
the month at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Parish Hall, 

607 Fourth St., Alamosa, 
with Mountain Institute, 
A Kriya, Meditation & 
Lamplighting School. 
Contact Martin at 575-
758-5876 or talentolocal@
live.com

ALAMOSA — Young-
sters are invited to the 
Alamosa Public Library 
Story Room every Friday 
morning to sing, color, 
dance, read, enjoy adven-
tures, share with friends 
and giggle. Babies and 
toddlers are welcome at 
9:30 a.m. and preschool-
ers at 11 a.m.

ALAMOSA — Free 
breastfeeding classes are 
offered in Alamosa at the 
San Luis Valley Health 
Education and Confer-
ence Center on the second 
and fourth Mondays of 
each month from 3-4 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — 
Valley Fiber Art Guild 
— VFA is a group for 
anyone interested in 
fiber arts: knitting, cro-
cheting, weaving and 
spinning. We work on 
our individual projects, 
sometimes do projects 
together and learn from 
each other. We meet the 
fourth Saturday of ev-
ery month from 1 p.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. at 757 
County Rd. 29, .Monte 
Vista. Call or email 
Wanda Couzens-Smith 
for more information 
at (719) 852-5000 or 
wcouzenssmith@gmail.
com

PENDING OBITUARIES

ALAMOSA SHERIFF'S REPORT

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

William Gallagher 
ALAMOSA — William 

Gallagher died the after-
noon of June 22, 2020, at 
San Luis Valley Health in 
Alamosa, Colorado. The 
son of James Aloysius 
and Sophia (Birk) Gal-
lagher, he was born in 
Louisville, Kentucky, on 
May 7, 1920. The fam-
ily moved to San Diego, 
California, six months 
later, and Bill spent his 
formative years in the 
state, mostly in greater 
Los Angeles. He gradu-
ated from Alhambra High 
School in 1938 and then 
attended Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo (now Cali-
fornia State Polytechnic 
University), where he 
earned a degree in ani-
mal husbandry and was 
a member of the school’s 
first 4-year graduating 
class in 1942. 

Bill enlisted in the 
United States Navy in 
July 1942. Commissioned 
an ensign, he subse-
quently was promoted to 
lieutenant junior grade 
and then to lieutenant. 
Because he had sailing 
experience on his grand-
father’s 40-foot schooner 
before the war, he was 
given command of the 
USS Romain (IX-89, an 
84-foot schooner) and lat-
er the USS Saluda (IX 87, 
an 89-foot Yawl), both of 
which carried out subma-
rine patrols and other du-
ties between Florida and 
New England in 1942-45. 
Although Bill never saw 
combat during the war, 
he did have memorable 

experiences. Near Cape 
May, New Jersey, on the 
night of May 8, 1945 (the 
date of Nazi Germany’s 
capitulation), a U-Boat 
surfaced 100 yards from 
the Saluda, and the 
two vessels exchanged 
messages with flashers. 
The next morning, the 
submarine was gone. 
Bill soon learned that a 
German submarine had 
surrendered at Cape May 
later May 9 and always 
believed it was the same 
one. Transferred to the 
Pacific Theater in the 
late summer of 1945, he 
turned down a promotion 
to lieutenant commander 
and completed active 
duty in February 1946. 
Mustered out in San 
Francisco, he returned 
to Pasadena, where his 
parents then lived. 

On June 16, 1946, Bill 
married Shirley Rose 
Gray at the Episcopal 
Church of Our Savior in 
San Gabriel, California. 
The couple, who would 
have a 73-year marriage, 

soon had two sons, Timo-
thy Newton (b. 1948) and 
Gary William (b. 1950). 
Bill farmed in Antelope 
Valley and the San Ga-
briel Valley between 1946 
and 1954. He and Shirley 
Rose first lived in Lan-
caster, then in Alhambra, 
and in 1950 purchased a 
new home in San Gabriel.  
Increasing land prices in 
California led Bill to con-
sider acquiring a farm in 
Nevada, but instead, he 
and the family relocated 
in the summer of 1954 to 
the San Luis Valley, where 
he and Dan Childs, an 
old friend from Cal Poly, 
managed a large landhold-
ing owned by the Chicago 
insurance magnate John 
D. MacArthur. The fam-
ily lived east of Alamosa 
until Bill, eager to work 
for himself on his own 
farm, moved in 1957 to the 
Carmel District. Bill and 
Shirley resided in Carmel 
for more than 40 years, 
then took up residence in 
Alamosa in 1999. 

Bill always described 
himself as a farmer, but 
he spent a great deal of 
his working life build-
ing things. A self-taught 
engineer, he oversaw the 
construction of lettuce-

processing plants in Ala-
mosa (1956), Las Cruces, 
New Mexico (1959), and 
Center, Colorado (1962-
63), and during the 1970s 
and 1980s built structures 
of various kinds in the San 
Luis Valley (including two 
homes for himself and 
Shirley). He developed a 
wide network of friends 
and always took an in-
terest in real estate. A 
generous and knowledge-
able mentor, Bill helped a 
number of young people 
begin businesses, followed 
their progress, and took 
pleasure in their suc-
cesses. His children and 
grandchildren often spoke 
about the range of people 
who considered him a 
friend, including those of 
his own generation as well 
as many who were much 
younger. Energetic and 
actively engaged with life 
into his 90s, he announced, 
to the astonishment of the 
family, that at age 97 he 
intended to buy and “flip” 
a house. In typical fashion, 
he accomplished his goal.

Bill always loved hors-
es and enjoyed flying 

small aircraft.  An accom-
plished rider, he bought 
and sold horses as a teen-
ager in Alhambra and 
participated in rodeos in 
California and Arizona, 
most often in the bull rid-
ing and bareback bronc 
events. At Cal Poly, he 
was part of the team that 
won the Intercollegiate 
Rodeo championship at 
Victorville, California, on 
April 13, 1940. The silver 
spurs he won on that 
occasion remain a trea-
sured family heirloom.  
He earned his pilot’s 
license in the mid-1950s 
and over the next thirty 
years owned and flew, in 
succession, a Piper Tri-
Pacer, a Mooney, and a 
Piper Comanche.

Bill made an indelible 
mark on his children 
and grandchildren. A 
great storyteller with an 
astonishing memory for 
details, he conveyed to 
them a huge number of 
sayings and anecdotes. 
The grandchildren com-
piled a list of what they 
called “Pappyisms,” their 
favorite examples of his 

often comical and down-
to-earth sayings. On a 
more fundamental level, 
Bill taught them, by his 
own example, the value of 
hard work and of keeping 
your word. He had little 
patience with excuses 
and did not worry about 
things over which he had 
no control.     

Bill leaves behind a 
legacy of friendship and 
accomplishment. He is 
survived by his son Tim 
and his wife Marsha, his 
son Gary and his partner 
Joan Waugh, his grand-
children William Paul 
(Yasuko) Gallagher, Angie 
(Jason) Rossback, Tami 
(Matt) Sliwkowski, and 
Marlena (Steven) Halko, 
and eight great-grand-
children. Bill’s ashes will 
be scattered at an appro-
priate place by members 
of the family in a private 
ceremony. 

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements.  To leave 
memories and your con-
dolences for Bill’s family 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com.

Jose Pedro Gonzales 
MONTE VISTA — Jose Pedro Gonzales, 71, went to his eternal rest on June 25, 

2020. Arrangements are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral 
Home of Monte Vista. 

VALLEY COURIER
POLICY ON OBITUARIES

The Valley Courier charges a flat fee of $30 for each obituary published. 
Pending arrangements or death notices are run at no charge.

This charge affects funeral homes, as well as family or other representa-
tives, that directly place obituaries. All paid obituaries are published on our 
web site, www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit will be rerun. If the errors are on the part of the submit-
ting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

Danielle Mondragon 17 Alamosa Careless Driving

Heaven Vega 17 Center Changed Lanes When Unsafe

Natalie Maes 38 Blanca Changed Lanes When Unsafe

Ashley Pettis 21 Alamosa Harassment

Nakia Pettis 18 Alamosa Harassment

Paige Coulsby 35 Glenwood Springs Following Too Closely

Richard Desote 26 Sanford Shoplifting, Trespassing

Caelan Phipps 30 Alamosa Criminal Mischief

Roslyn Garcia 36 Alamosa Shoplifting

Enrique Ortiz 20 Monte Vista Failed To Obey Traffic Control Light Signal
Matthew Martinez 28 Del Norte Shoplifting

Juvenile Alamosa Disorderly Conduct/Disturbing The Peace

Juvenile Alamosa Disorderly Conduct/Disturbing The Peace

Juvenile Blanca Disorderly Conduct/Disturbing The Peace

Rochelle Quintana 24 Sanford Shoplifting

Trinity Gurule 19 Antonito Driving While Denied

Demi Candelaria 21 Alamosa Expired Temporary Tags, Failed To Present Evi-

dence Of Insurance Upon Request

Sherri Durham 48 Comal, TX Failed To Present Evidence Of Insurance Upon 

Request, Expired Temporary Tags, Drove Vehicle Without Valid Drivers License

Guadalupe Aguilar 41 Alamosa Theft From A Building

Benny Sabin 61 Monte Vista Driving While Denied, Displayed Expired Number 

Plates

Brittany Jones 31 Moffat Weaving, Careless Driving, Driving While Denied, 

Operated An Uninsured Motor Vehicle On A Public Roadway

Darius Martinez 19 Alamosa DUI, (Drank From/Possessed) An Open Alcoholic 

Beverage Container In A Motor Vehicle, Failed To Display Valid Registration, Oper-

ated An Uninsured Motor Vehilce On A Public Roadway, Underage Consumption/

Possession Of Alcohol By Minor, Failed To Yield At Yield Intersection, Operated 

Unregistered Vehicle

Amanda Sanchez 31 Alamosa Failed To Stop At Stop Sign, Driving Under Sus-

pension

Heather Fisher 35 Tucson, AZ Failed To Display Valid Registration, Failed To 

Present Evidence Of Insurance Upon Request

The following is the Sheriff’s Report from 6-14 to 6-24 
6-14
Arnold Salazar, 64, of Alamosa was cited with having a dog at large on Hwy 17 S. 
6-20
Johnathan Burt-Ahern, 24, of Monte Vista was cited with limitations on backing 

at 300 BLK Broadway. 
6-21
Desiree Sanchez, 37, of Monte Vista was cited with speeding on CR 100 S. 
Daniel Morales, 42, of Sanford was cited with speeding on CR 100 S. 
6-22
Cody Crawford, 30, of Fort Worth was cited with speeding on Hwy 160. 
6-23
Tiffany Deluna, 19, of Alamosa was cited with speeding on Hwy 285. 
6-24
Alexis Garcia, 19, of Alamosa was cited with speeding on CR 8 S. 
Damon Garcia, 46, of Alamosa was cited with having a dog at large on Bonney 

Drive. 
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Valley News

Red Cross Offers Ways to Stay Safe
As You Look 

Ahead to Fun 
this Summer
 DENVER,— Summer 

is just ahead—the perfect 
time of the year to enjoy 
the outdoors. But this 
year summer fun will be 
different due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic. 
The American Red Cross 
of Colorado and Wyoming, 
offers safety tips you can 
follow.

If your community is 
reopening, know what 
precautions to take in 
public settings.

Keep at least 6 feet be-
tween yourself and others.

Wear cloth face cover-
ings, especially in crowded 
areas. Do not place them 
on children under age 2.

Limit your risk by reduc-
ing the number of places 
you go and your exposure 
to other people.

Order food and other 
items for home delivery 
or curbside pickup, if 
possible.

Visit the grocery store 
and other stores in person 
only when necessary.

Stay at home if you are 
sick.

 WATER SAFETY Many 
public pools and beaches 
may be closed. Follow 
the guidance of state and 
local officials. Make sure 

the area is designated for 
swimming. Once there, 
maintain social distanc-
ing, both in and out of the 
water, between you and 
people who don’t live with 
you. If you don’t think your 
child can do this, come up 
with another activity.

Wear face coverings on 
land, but not in the water 
as it may be difficult to 
breathe.

Don’t share goggles, 
nose clips, snorkels or 
other personal items.

An inflatable pool can 
be a great way to have 
fun, but be sure to provide 
constant supervision to 
children in and around 
the water.

Take the new Red Cross 
free Water Safety for Par-
ents and Caregivers on-
line course which focuses 
on the risks of drowning 
and how to minimize those 
risks, especially for young 
children.

 GRILLING SAFETY 

Summer is a popular time 
for grilling family meals 
at home. Yet grilling fires 
spark more than 10,000 
home fires on average each 
year. To avoid this:

Always supervise a 
barbecue grill when in 
use. Don’t add charcoal 
starter fluid when coals 
have already been ignited.

Never grill indoors—not 
in the house, camper, tent 
or any enclosed area.

Make sure everyone, in-
cluding children and pets, 
stays away from the grill.

Keep the grill away from 
the house or anything that 
could catch fire. 

Use the long-handled 
tools especially made for 
cooking on the grill.

 HELP SAVE LIVES 
THIS SUMMER Give 
blood, platelets or plas-
ma—we’re all in this 
together! Visit redcross-
blood.org for more infor-
mation or to schedule your 
donation.

ADDITIONAL RE-
SOURCES The Red Cross 
has several resources 
to help you prevent and 
respond to summer emer-
gencies.

Learn how to save a 
life with the Red Cross 
First Aid App and train-
ing courses (redcross.org/
takeaclass).

Receive customized 

weather alerts and warn-
ings with our Emergency 
App.

Download our Swim 
App and visit our new 
Water Safety for Kids 
site (redcross.org/water-
safetyforkids) for videos, 
activities and quizzes.

Enable the Red Cross 
skills on Amazon Alexa-
enabled devices for valu-
able first aid information, 
to schedule a blood dona-
tion, receive warnings 
about an approaching 
hurricane or make a finan-
cial donation to the Red 
Cross (https://www.red-
cross.org/get-help/how-to-
prepare-for-emergencies/
mobile-apps/alexa-skills.
html).

About the American Red 
Cross:

The American Red 
Cross shelters, feeds and 
provides emotional sup-
port to victims of disas-
ters; supplies about 40 
percent of the nation’s 
blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; provides inter-
national humanitarian 
aid; and supports military 
members and their fami-
lies. The Red Cross is a 
not-for-profit organization 
that depends on volun-
teers and the generosity 
of the American public 
to perform its mission. 
For more information, 

please visit redcross.org or cruzrojaamericana.org, 

For questions about testing or for medical advice, 
please contact your primary care doctor or call 
one of the numbers below to start the screening 
process:

For symptomatic individuals only, call:
Rio Grande Hospital 719-657-4990
SLVHealth Respiratory Clinic 719-589-2511 

ext. 9 
For symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals 

who have had contact with a confirmed COVID-19 
positive individual, call:

Valley-Wide Health Systems 719-589-3658 ext. 
9 (M-F), 719-589-2562 (Sa/Su)

Upcoming testing clinics (you must call ahead 
for an appointment):

Antonito, Monday, 6/29. 9-11 am. 719-587-2874.
Center,  Monday-Wednesday,  6 /29-7/1,  3-4 

pm, 719-587-2888. 
Saguache, TBD
For general (non-medical) SLV COVID-19 related 

questions: slvepr@alamosacounty.org, 719-480-8719 
This is a difficult time for many people. If you are 

experiencing a mental health crisis, please don’t 
hesitate to ask for support:

SLV Behavioral Health Group: 719-589-3671
24/7 Crisis Hotline: 1 (844) 493-TALK (8255), or 

text TALK to 38255
Online: www.colorado.gov/ruralmentalhealth, 

www.slvbhg.org

COVID
■ Continued from Page 1

Valley-Wide Health Systems 
statement on equity and justice

A L A M O S A  —  I n 
1976 a citizen’s group 
in the San Luis Valley 
launched Valley-Wide 
Health Services when 
it was determined that 
the emergency room was 
the only primary care 
option to families who 
lacked health insurance. 
These social justice ac-
tivists became the first 
Valley-Wide Board of 
Directors and mobilized 
a primary health care 
system providing com-
prehensive health care to 
all people, especially the 
medically underserved, 
including migrants and 
their families. The Chi-
cano Movement, El Mov-
imiento, the following 
Farmworker Movement 

led by Cesar Chavez, 
and the Black Power 
Movement laid the foun-
dation for what is now 
Valley-Wide’s mission. 
These events are all 
intrinsically linked to 
promote community em-
powerment and cultural 
identity.

The death of George 
Floyd has put the journey 
of embracing diversity, 
equity and inclusion in 
front of all of us. Valley-
Wide is committed to 
standing with those who 
have been pushed down, 
pushed aside or overrun. 
We believe systemic rac-
ism has impacted the 
health and well-being of 
communities of color in 
our country. We honor 

those who have been 
treated as “less than” by 
providing care to all who 
come through our doors 
without question or judg-
ment. Allowing those who 
have been historically 
oppressed and discrimi-
nated against to have a 
voice and a place for care 
is central to Valley-Wide 
Health Systems.

Please join us in provid-
ing space for the difficult 
conversations and actions 

that must occur in order 
to change our current 
standards of injustice 
and inequity at all levels 
of our nation. We cannot 
support systems that, ei-
ther through ignorance or 
intentionality, perpetuate 
intolerance, injustice and 
disparity. Valley-Wide 
Health Systems will be a 
part of the solution.

Valley-Wide Board of 
Directors and Leadership 
Team

Pancake breakfast cancelled
ALAMOSA — A staple of the 

Fourth of July in Alamosa, the Ki-
wani’s Pancake breakfast, has been 
cancelled. Looking out for the public 
well being the event was cancelled 
for the upcoming holiday. The fol-
lowing is a letter of notification:

Dear San Luis Valley residents 
and Kiwanis supporters,

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and after careful consideration, 
the Alamosa Kiwanis Club has 
decided it is in the best interest of 
our members and community to not 
hold our annual 4th of July Pancake 
Breakfast. We are deeply saddened 
by this, as this would have been our 
46th year serving you.

This annual community event 
is a big deal for the community, 
and it also was our club’s biggest 
fundraiser. Typically, the pancake 
breakfast would raise enough funds 
to cover 75% of our service budget for 
the entire year. Other than selling 
cans of gourmet nuts during the fall, 
we don’t ask the public for money 
any other time of the year.

Some of our club projects include 
sponsoring Key Club at Alamosa High 
School and Builders Club at Ortega 
Middle School. Sponsoring these 
service leadership clubs- teaching 
students the importance of serving 
those in need is by far the best thing 
our Kiwanis club does. Other service 
projects include giving books to kids 
at the Alamosa 3-5 Elementary, giving 
two $1,500 scholarships to Alamosa 
High School students to attend col-
lege, we clean up a mile of highway, 
during Teacher Appreciations week 
we gave teachers massage certificates, 
we bring “Sweet Dream in a Bag” 
to Alamosa to give new bedding for 
kids in housing transition, we cook 
hamburgers and hotdogs at Ortega 
Middle School for the first day of school 
each year, we coordinate “Calls from 
Santa” before Christmas each year, 
we adopt a senior citizen to help with 
snow removal, and we’ve hosted the 
Character Meet and Greet and Kids 
Costume

Contest during the Rio Frio Ice Fest.
To help fund our service projects 

for next year we are taking the 
fundraiser online - hosting the Ala-
mosa Kiwanis 46th Annual (Virtual) 
Pancake Breakfast fundraiser. The 
Facebook Fundraiser can be found 
at: https://www.facebook.com/do
nate/237887120802383/?fundrais
er_source=external_url. If you’d pre-
fer to mail a donation, please mail a 
check to the Alamosa Kiwanis Club 
Foundation at PO Box 1355, Alamosa, 
CO 81101. Our club’s foundation is a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit and we are proud 
that 100% of the funds we raise go 
back to help kids in our community. 
Your contribution will make an im-
pact, whether you donate $5 or $500, 
every little bit helps.

We hope you and your family stay 
safe this year and we sincerely hope 
to see everyone next year at our 47th 
Annual 4th of July Pancake Breakfast.

Sincerely,
Ty Coleman, President
And Members of the Kiwanis Club 

of Alamosa

Courier photo by Stephen Jiron

Patrons visit the 2019 Kiwani’s Pancake Breakfast. The 2020 rendition 
of the annual tradition has been cancelled. 
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Opinion

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

■ Letters policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. The Courier’s editorial 
board reserves the right to reject a letter for 
reasons it believes are appropriate. Letters may 
be subject to editing to fit available space, or 
exclusion from the Opinion Page. Please, no 
poetry. Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 
1099, Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to 
news@alamosanews.com. Letters to staff, not 
for publication, should be marked “personal.”

Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

Meg

Colwell

Ruthie Brown

Valley Stuff

Lies 

amongst us, 

an opinion
 Napoleon Bonaparte is believed to have 

said, “History is a set of lies agreed upon.”  It 
seems today, here and now, might also be a 
set of lies agreed upon to fool the public, rich 
and poor, but mostly poor and uneducated. 
As a US Air Force military brat, I grew up 
recognizing that the President of the United 
States was to be respected; I placed my hand 
across my chest on my heart at every pledge of 
allegiance before school, movies, assemblies 
and parades.  My father, career military, 
taught me to adhere to the installation’s 
regulations; what 
was said by the 
POTUS was true, 
and to understand 
why long-hair 
hippies were not 
regulation. But 
now I question the 
words, mostly lies, 
that drip out of the 
#notmypresident 
president’s lop-
sided mouth.

    President 
Abraham Lincoln 
allegedly said: 
“You can fool some 
of the people all of 
the time, and all of the people some of the 
time, but you cannot fool all of the people 
all of the time.” I wonder when and where 
he said that.  It could have been said today, 
right after a bigoted Trump rally.

    An expert on radiation and human health, 
Steven Magee says, “When a presidential 
candidate is publicly requesting help from 
the Russians, you know that there is some-
thing seriously going wrong in the USA.” 
As knowledgeable about toxic air as he is, 
Magee understands the wannabe dictator 
running hard to have a never-ending term 
in office  The man in the Whitehouse is toxic 
to education where he threatens science not 
to be science at all and poisonous to health 
where he threatens his coronavirus health 
team to speak what he wants to hear and 
when he wants to hear it. Shunning a mask, 
“Open the country up,” is his battle cry to kill 
and suffer his own stand-by-me warriors. 
The coronavirus is alive and well, thank you, 
and blinded followers of the orange mane are 
being cruelly taken to death as the numbers 
of coronavirus grow and grow in the U.S. 

    I’m wondering what Virginia Woolf 
would say today. 

She did say, “If you do not tell the truth 
about yourself you cannot tell it about other 
people.” This notion is never clearer than it is 
today; the caustic tweet heading up the U.S. 
is nothing but a yellow-haired liar who lies to 
himself that he is great, incredible, and the 
unbelievable crowds gravitate toward his 
bully-based rallies. He says the COVID-19 
is nothing really, and yet we have 120,000 
and counting dead from this pandemic. Why 
is he leading his followers out into the open, 
packed in like sardines in a tin a can, to crank 
up the lethality of the virus. Virginia would 
surely see that he is killing his own voters. 

    Then as you might imagine there’s Adolf 
Hitler who said and proved: “If you tell a big 
enough lie and tell it frequently enough, it 
will be believed.” That people followed his 
hate-mongering of Jews during WWII is proof 
that his lies of Arian race superiority is fake 
news and is resurrected today in these last 
few years by the mouth in the Whitehouse 
inciting racism and propagating systemic 
hatred. Want the truth? There is only the 
all-inclusive human race. 

    “Lying is done with words, and also 
with silence,” says Adrienne Rich, author of 
Women and Honor: Some Notes on Lying.  
Exploring her words for today could mean 
that if we are silent, if we do not vote by mail 
or otherwise, then we are espousing the hate 
of this administration.

    Daniel Patrick Moynihan also says, 
“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but 
not to his own facts.” Facts are not opinion, 
though this column is an opinion.

    We could take Beth Moore’s religious 
urgings to heart: “We’re going to have to let 
truth scream louder to our souls than the 
lies that have infected us.”

    Then again, “Convictions are more 
dangerous foes of truth than lies.” Nietzsche 
said.  Why would convictions be dangerous 
to the truth? It’s like a set of detectives on 
Investigation Discovery who start out with 
a belief of who the perpetrator is and plug 
in facts instead of finding the facts first then 
proposing a theory of who perpetrated the 
crime.

    That’s why, today, I take Jeanette Win-
terson’s quote to heart: “In the library, I felt 
better, words you could trust and look at till 
you understood them, they couldn’t change 
halfway through a sentence like people, so 
it was easier to spot a lie.”

    Shakespeare all those years ago, wrote: 
“The Devil hath power/To assume a pleas-
ing shape.”

    Then there’s Inio Asano, Japanese writer 
and illustrator of Solanin whose work today 
captures the moment: “The world is drowning 
in weirdness and lies......and here we are, so 
used to it that we’re actually bored!”

    The last word of advice comes from Maya 
Angelou:  Now, after years of observation 
and enough courage to admit what I have 
observed, I try to plant peace if I do not want 
discord; to plant loyalty and honesty if I want 
to avoid betrayal and lies.

    Nelda Curtiss is a former substance-
prevention media specialist, journalist, and 
retired college professor who enjoys writing 
and fine arts. Contact her at columnsbynel-
lie@gmail.com

Triggered . . .
 When two men met at a downtown Ala-

mosa intersection on June 4, they may have 
had similarly spontaneous agendas, only they 
appear to have been opposing.

Texas native Danny Pruitt continues to re-
cuperate with a 9-mm bullet in his head while 
the assailant, Robert James Marshall IV, is 
apparently in hiding while waiting 
for further action from the courts.

Today, with leadership from an 
experienced investigative reporter, 
we present an in-depth look at the 
backgrounds and viewpoints of the 
two men and what may have led to 
the shooting at the corner of State 
and Main just before 6 p.m. that 
evening.

“Their June 4 run-in lasted five 
seconds, less than an average yawn. 
That’s all it took for one of Colorado’s 
sleepy protests to become its most 
violent,” our article reads.

Susan Greene, a seasoned jour-
nalist in Denver, contacted us in 
early June and graciously offered 
help on the Marshall-Pruitt story gratis. After 
some discussion, we accepted in these times 
of depleting resources.

As a writer for the Denver Post for 13 years, 
Greene was chief political reporter, national 
reporter and metro columnist. She went on 
to serve as editor/executive director of the 
nonprofit Colorado Independent for the past 
seven years until it merged a month ago with 
the Colorado Press Association and Colorado 

Media Project to start a new nonprofit called 
the Colorado News Collaborative (COLab).

The new group is a nonprofit whose purpose 
is to support newspapers across the state at 
a time when they are strapped for reporters, 
especially ones experienced enough to handle 
especially tough stories. Greene’s job, and that 

of her partner, Tina Griego, entails 
working with local papers such as 
the Courier on deep-dive stories 
those papers can’t do alone. A side 
benefit is free training for reporters 
and editors.

Greene is one of the most focused 
journalists I have ever had the 
pleasure of working with.

Demanding and knowledgeable 
as well as a skilled writer. I was 
honored to be her “gopher” on 
many occasions and learned a lot 
about digging into the “weeds,” 
even though she was often a pain 
in my side.

While much younger than I, 
Greene is the type of editor who 

may have kept a bottle of expensive bourbon 
in her desk if this was 40 years ago.

Today’s story, which is longer than most 
of the Courier’s work, took us two weeks to 
report. It will be shared with newspapers 
throughout Colorado and is an example of 
how, in this challenging time for our industry, 
news organizations can do far more working 
together than working alone.

With the help of Facebook friends of both 

Pruitt and Marshall we were able to piece 
together their mindsets before the shooting 
occurred. Both appear to be political and 
opinionated, but perhaps in opposite direc-
tions: Pruitt, a fan of President Trump and 
Marshall, not so much.

Facing a slew of charges including attempted 
murder, Marshall was described as intense 
and on-edge by our sources, including those on 
Main Street the day of the shooting. Marshall 
describes himself as “anti-fascist.” We found 
it ironic that he called his law office near the 
scene of the shooting “Marshall Law.”

Pruitt, a disabled Army veteran described 
as “typical Texan,” led a mostly private life 
trying to build a home here for himself and 
his five-year-old daughter. He revealed his 
conservative political biases on Facebook.

As the investigation into the shooting con-
tinues, the biggest question remaining seems 
to be what color the stop light was when Pruitt 
advanced his truck towards protestors in the 
street. Marshall told investigators he acted 
in self-defense because he thought Pruitt was 
going to run over his wife.

Video captured from inside Narrow Gauge 
Book Cooperative appears to show none of 
the protestors in front of the truck just before 
Marshall fired his Glock into the back pas-
senger window at Pruitt.

The best news came Thursday when we 
learned that Pruitt is out of the hospital and 
recuperating at home. This story is far from 
over and we will continue to follow it as best 
we can.

Keith R. 

Cerny

KC at 
Bat

Artists of the San Luis Valley 
Acquainting myself with the Valley’s artists 

of today has only fueled my desire to learn 
more about its artistic traditions. The South-
west has experienced many migrations, with 
rich cultures and histories often colliding into 
and overlapping with one another.  
The subsequent art must tell these 
stories.

During my research, I found an 
oral history I’d like to share with you 
all today. The speaker is Eppie Archuleta and 
her history was recorded by a Kathryn Nelson 
in 1980. In 1979, Nelson began a project to 
document the lives and art of Hispanic women 
folk artists of the San Luis Valley.

 She created Los Testamentos, a 35-min-
ute synchronized color slide show. The show 
consisted of two oral histories from Eppie Ar-
chuleta, a weaver and Tiva Trujillo, a tapestry 
embroider. Photographs of the women and 
their work are layered over their speaking.

Eventually, the project evolved into an ex-
hibit and was shown in Colorado and Wiscon-
sin. Archuleta’s history speaks to long-standing 
traditions in the San Luis Valley and describes 
the processes of weaving during her time.

Archuleta was born in 1922 in Santa Cruz, 
NM; but raised in the small, unincorporated 
town of Medanales. She moved between the 
San Luis Valley and Capulin for work. To 
support the family, Archuleta and her children 
worked in the potato and lettuce fields. At night, 
Archuleta would work on her weaving; both 
for pleasure and for work.

She described why: “In the daytime, they [the 
kids] always want to eat, want to do things. 
They keep coming in, hungry, so I have to go to 
the kitchen to cook or do something … In the 

night, everybody’s asleep … nobody bothers 
me. So it’s better to weave at night.”

Archuleta learned how to weave from her 
mother. “My mother always weave … I think 
she learned a lot from my great-grandparents. 

Then she married my daddy. He was 
already a professional weaver, at the 
time. She wanted professional work, 
so my daddy taught her and she got 
better all the time.”

She described her evolved love for the task: 
“We had to work for the family and we made 
our living by weaving. They made me do it, I 
didn’t want to. But it looks like it printed on 
my head pretty good. I love it now … I just 
love to weave.

“We had to help our daddy so, we all had 
to weave. Some of them would get the wool 
ready and the bigger ones had to weave … 
And we worked on our farm, too. We raised 
everything from our farm. We didn’t have to 
go buy things from the store except our shoes. 
We raised all our food in the place. My mother’s 
still doing that.”

Archuleta laid out the processes of weav-
ing: “To be a weaver, you have to have a lot of 
patience. If you don’t have it, don’t even try it. 
And to do a good weaving, [your] warp needs to 
be exact – the same thing, not one looser than 
the other. And the loom is supposed to be good, 
too … if not the weaving will come out crooked.

“I got my wool from the San Luis Valley. I 
got the grey and the brown and the black. And 
I buy [the wool] in big quantities; so I just leave 
it out there in the sun and wind and God takes 
care of the cleaning. Then I spin, card the wool, 
and dye it with vegetable dye.

“I gather all the plants mostly in New Mexico 

because the plants have better colors. I ‘have’ 
already boiled the thing [the weeds] two hours. 
Now, I have to boil them again another two to 
get the color in the wool. And it takes about two 
hours for these weeds to get the color I want. 
Sometimes I don’t get it, I have to go over again 
if I don’t get the color I want.”

Archuleta stressed that warp is the “muy 
important part of weaving. It has to be 
straight, it has to be tight all the same.” 
Regarding the style she used, Archuleta 
admitted: “My daddy was from Chimayo … 
and we all learned from these Chimayo styles. 
So I think our designs came from there and, 
when we weave, we still go to these same 
designs a little bit.”

Archuleta also learned other styles promi-
nent in the area, highlighting the diversity 
of cultures within and surrounding the Val-
ley. “We learned the Indian designs and the 
Spanish designs. The Chimayo. The colonials, 
they call em’ – those striped ones. We know 
them all.”

Eppie taught weaving to anyone who 
wanted to learn and passed the tradition 
along to her descendants. She said: “I think 
we’ve been happy. We’ve been married forty 
years already … We’re doing pretty good. We 
have ten children. We lost two small ones.

“They said we were supposed to have good 
luck, but I think we have to make our good 
luck. It don’t come along, we have to help.”

This article was informed by:
Nelson, K. (1980). Excerpts from “Los 

Testamentos”: Hispanic Women Folk Artists 
of the San Luis Valley, Colorado. Frontiers: 
A Journal of Women Studies, 5(3), 34-43. 
doi:10.2307/3346508

Valley Gardening
           And here we are almost into July…and 

then summer is over. 
It has been so dang hot, that I can hardly 

wait until the July monsoons—and hopefully, 
we are drenched when they come.  It can’t be 
too soon for me.

           Next Saturday, the Fourth of July, the 
Green Spot will be hosting Peyton Sanchez in a 
fundraiser for the new SLV Animal Shelter and 
the Rocky Mountain Cocker Spaniel Rescue.  
We will be setting up Peyton’s 
Lemonade Stand in front of the 
courtyard gates and he will be 
in a tent further back.  

           We will be setting up a 
microphone with an amplifier 
so that folks can say hi to Pey-
ton, and yet keep him properly 
distanced.  And then, the lemonade and coffee 
will be FREE—kind of showing our thanks for 
all the support over the years.  You all know that 
Peyton will accept small and/or large donations 
for his projects.  You all also know what a hero 
he is!  This virus junk has been really tough on 
him, because he is such a people person—more 
so than anybody.  Come by and say hi, and 
leave with a smile, knowing that you have done 
something good!

           We will be practicing social distancing.  
Wear a mask if that is what you do.  There will be 
parking on the north side of our building—which 
is 7th St.  I will try and block off the parking in 
front of the store for the safety of everyone. 

Wear red, white and blue if you can. 
Oh, we will be set up from 10 am to noon. 
If you are so inclined, I will accept cookies—

homemade or store-bought—that we will also 
give away. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 
You are the BEST!
           A number of folks have been asking 

about little tiny flies—millions of them.  No 
one that I have talked to knows the answer as 

to what these are, or why this 
year or anything.  I have heard 
that predators can be ordered, 
but that seems a little too slow 
for me. 

I would probably recommend 
a hose-end sprayer that sprays, 
and kills a general number of 

insects—sometimes ants, aphids, grubs etc. 
are included in the mix.  Hopefully, the flies are 
also killed.  If you know more, please pass the 
information on to me so that I can share it.

           The Miller/Moths have also numbered 
in the thousands at some homes, thankfully not 
mine.  One remedy is to fill a bowl with water and 
a little soap.  Shine a light on top of it.  Hopefully, 
they are attracted to the shiny surface and drown. 

Don’t you hate it when you are reading the 
newspaper and the moths dive bomb you?  

           We have been working more in Mom’s 
Garden. 

Planted about 125 lily bulbs this week and 2 
flats of wave petunias.  Henry is going to help 

me Saturday morning with some ornamental 
cabbages and maybe some Russian Sages if we 
have time.  This garden is finally looking like 
what has been in my dreams for 10 years.  New 
week 200 lily plants.  

           A number of you readers donated to 
Peyton’s Wheel Chair Swing project so that you 
didn’t have to come to my funeral.  I am asking for 
someone to volunteer, if I pass away (many years 
from now—so you need to be younger than me), 
to make sure that this garden is never bulldozed 
by ____________ (you know who).  I would haunt 
many people if this ever happened—just putting 
that out there right now.

           The flag poles for the first responder 
project have been ordered!  I need to thank David 
Mize and Ron Quintana for their donations—for 
the second time. 

This will be another great area of pride for 
Alamosa—in my humble opinion!

           If by chance you are thinking about head-
ing to La Garita one of these weekends but you 
think the old store is closed….it is open again!!  
The restaurant is open from Tuesday through 
Saturday from 6:30 am to 2 pm and the actual 
store stays open until 8.  I keep hearing about 
the wonderful work that has been done on the 
old chapel up there, that I might head up there 
soon for an early breakfast!

           If you are off for the next weekend—on 
a vacation—whatever that is, I hope you have 
a great Fourth of July.  God Bless America and 
Let Freedom Ring!
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The off-grid community 
called Sangre de Cristo 
Ranches has drawn many 
Texans and Oklahomans, 
off-roaders and gun people, 
and at least two residents 
who recently were using 
Confederate flags as window 
coverings.

Pruitt spent much of the 
past year preparing to build 
a small cabin on the property 
where he could live with 
his 5-year-old daughter, 
Melody. He also was bat-
tling for custody with her 
mother in Texas until being 
granted primary custody in 
the winter.

“All he wanted was to 
get away and build a better 
life for that girl,” his sister, 
Candace said. 

Thompson, a preacher 
who lives down the hill from 
Pruitt, counseled his new 
friend through the rough 
patch. Both are veterans 
who share a similar “ap-
preciation of this land, of this 
country,” he said.

He describes Pruitt as 
“your typical Texan — a 
cowboy-hat-wearing, pickup 
truck-driving, downhome, 
morally sound kind of per-
son” committed, above all 
else, to his daughter. “The 
very first thing he built up 
there is a room for her to be 
in, a safe place for her while 
he’s working.”

“All I know is he and the 
mom of his daughter got into 
some bad stuff and he seems 
to have some hard times in 
the past down (in) Texas. 
He’s like a lot of people 
who’ve had bad marriages, 
bad lives, done things they’re 
not necessarily proud of.” 

Pruitt posted a selfie on 
Facebook in mid-May. In it, 
he wore the white cowboy 
hat Thompson says he saves 
for trips into town. He was 
standing next to his pickup 
on what looks like his prop-
erty, layers of foothills and 
the valley behind him. He 
looked proud. And he was 
smiling.

“Been here with god (a) 
while now. Ain’t no way 
I’m leaving,” he wrote. “I’ll 
raise my daughter and build 
things back in my life. Home 
this is home!”

Stoking fear

The May 25th killing 
of George Floyd, who was 
Black, by a white Minne-
apolis police officer set off 
a national soul-searching, 
and public officials across 
Colorado responded. Lead-
ers of dozens of cities, both 
big and small, recognized 
widespread frustrations 
about police brutality and 
institutional racism. They 
acknowledged people’s pain. 
They promised to look at 
their own communities’ poli-
cies and practices, and make 
changes, if needed.

City brass in Alamosa said 
nothing.

“We do not have the big 
city issues with law en-
forcement officers. Our law 
enforcement officers care 
and I care about them. We 
know how to get along with 
each other here,” Mayor Ty 
Coleman said as an explana-
tion for his silence.

Coleman is Black, a demo-
graphic that makes up less 
than 1% of a city population 
that is about 41% white and 
51% Latino. His election as 
mayor and the fact that city 
police have avoided signifi-
cant civil rights controver-
sies speak to a local comfort 
with racial diversity, at least 
to a certain extent. 

Zahra Dilley, 37, is a 
Black call center worker who 
moved with her six children 
from Chicago five years ago. 
She feels her family is safer 
here, but not free from rac-
ism. She says locals some-
times stare at her with an 
expression she interprets to 
mean, “Of all the places you 
could have went, why here?”

“I don’t think they, includ-
ing the mayor, want to admit 
we have the same problems 
that go on like everywhere 
else,” she said. 

Alamosa may be more 
comfortable with its ideologi-
cal differences. Some 40% of 
voters here are Democrat, 
37% unaffiliated and 21% 
Republican. Adams State 
University professors, lo-
cal business owners, fed-
eral employees, Russian pot 
growers, good-old-boy ranch-
ers and the immigrants 
who tend their stock, big 
city transplants and sixth-

generation old-timers have 
learned to coexist here. In 
years of 4th of July and Pride 
parades, climate action and 
anti-abortion marches, there 
has been little turmoil.

But this spring was dif-
ferent. Alamosans, like all 
Americans, followed how 
protests in Minneapolis 
triggered others in Atlanta, 
Washington, DC and Los 
Angeles. They tracked the 
protests in Denver, Colo-
rado Springs, Pueblo. They 
saw the grief and fury on 
marchers’ faces and watched 
footage of fires and looting. 

Alamosa Economic Devel-
opment Director Kathy Rog-
ers Woods, in an email she 
marked as “IMPORTANT 
and TIME SENSITIVE 
information — PLEASE 
READ,” wrote “There have 
been reports that a group is 
planning to gather on Main 
Street at 11 PM TONIGHT - 
Monday, June 1, for what is 
thought to be similar activity 
we’ve been seeing in cities 
across the nation, of late.” 
That group turned out to be 
a gaggle of high-schoolers 
whose plans to go downtown 
to spray paint buildings 
police easily thwarted. 

But three minutes after 
Woods sent her email, Cathy 
Garcia, U.S. Sen. Cory 
Gardner’s southern regional 
office director, replied all 
with a message reading: 
“Group will be in Pueblo at 
6 pm tonight. Heard from 
Trinidad that a group will 
be there sometime soon and 
that buses would be coming 
from Colorado Springs.” 

Some in the email chain 
read Garcia’s message to 
mean buses of protesters 
could be heading to Alamosa. 
And so, within a few hours, 
phones here were buzzing 
with anxious text messages 
about a purported caravan 
of radical agitators headed 
to bust up the town.

Managers at the Alamosa 
Walmart closed early that 
evening, barricading the 
doors and windows. 

That night, a posse of 
civic leaders and other 
volunteers showed up down-
town carrying sidearms and 
semi-automatic rifles to 
protect businesses from the 
would-be band of looters. 
A contingent of city police 
officers joined them.

“Several of my friends 
and I, we open carry and we 
heard that supposably that 
they were sending antifa 
down here to paint our town 
and terrorize our streets and 
we weren’t going to let that 
happen,” said Larry Jack, 
one of the locals who stood 
guard.

“We had quite a big turn-
out, at least 80 of us down-
town. ... There was really a 
buzz going on,” added Eric 
Gile, owner of a roofing 
company in town.

Buzz was all there was. 
That night and the other 
three first nights of protest 
here went peacefully, with 
little more friction than a 
Black man calling a gaggle of 
armed posse members some 
names and a white man 
mooning protesters with 
“All Lives Matter” written 
on his butt.

Wanting 

something 

better

Marshall and his wife, 
Mariah Loraine showed up 

for one of those first pro-
tests. They seemed to have 

come directly from work 
– he wearing a business 

suit and she in office attire. 
She was openly carrying a 

pistol.

“That seemed really odd,” 

said protester Jesse Marchil-
dron. “I was like why are you 
carrying a gun at a peaceful 
protest?”

He and others say the 
couple protested with an 
intensity, even rage that 
stood out in the crowd of 
about 30. Husband and wife 
would lead chants, including 
one in Spanish. They would 
shake their signs and scream 
profanities whenever police 
would drive by. And they 
would urge fellow march-
ers to protect themselves 
against “the pigs.”

One of them, Elizabeth 
Oxer, says Marshall was the 
loudest in the crowd: “But, 
like, not in a good way.”

Miltenberger had run into 
Marshall at the café in the 
weeks and days prior. They 
talked longer than usual, 
at first about COVID, then 
about Floyd’s killing, Black 
Lives Matter and police 
violence. He says Marshall 
vented about a criminal 
justice system he saw as 
broken, violent and corrupt. 

“I remember feeling like 
whoa, James is really on 
edge.”

Screenshots of Marshall’s 
private Facebook page pro-
vided to the Valley Courier 
show him advising his Face-
book friends on May 29 “How 
not to die while protesting.” “ 
1. Be white. 2. Carry a free-
dom stick,” – slang for fire-
arm – he wrote. He posted 
an article the next day about 
the National Guard and 
Minneapolis police forcing 
residents into their homes 
at curfew. “This isn’t polic-
ing anymore. It is a hostile 
occupation,” he wrote.

He elaborated on his views 
June 1.

“Since being anti-fascist 
is about to be labeled as 
terrorism, I’m going to make 
a record: 75 years ago, our 
nation finished a brutal 
World War against fascism. 
400,000 American Patriots 
died to protect the free world 
from fascism. Millions of 
Europeans were murdered 
by fascists. Millions more 
gave their lives to protect 
others from fascism’s insidi-
ous ideas. Being anti-fascist 
is the default stance in a 
democracy.”

“I am not an anarchist. I 
am not a liberal. I am not 
a conservative. I am not a 
Democrat. I am not a Re-
publican,” he wrote. “I am 
a human being and I want 
something better than this.”

The morning of the shoot-
ing, he posted a section of 
the U.S. Code about war 
crimes, implying National 
Guard members broke the 
law when tear-gassing and 
otherwise hurting protesters 
on U.S. soil. That afternoon, 
he posted a response to the 
argument that “Not all 
cops are bad.” “Well, not all 
Germans were Nazis, but 
enough were,” he wrote. 

Four and a half hours 
before the shooting, he 
posted: “It’s really hard to go 
to school for over 20 years, 
pay $200,000, pass the bar 
exam and swear an oath to 
defend the Constitution to 
then watch high school bul-
lies with badges and guns 
trample on civil liberties in 
the name of ‘law and order.’”

 

“If you can’t dodge 

it, ram it”

Pruitt spent most of June 
4 helping Thompson clear 
trees in Forbes Park, an 
area near their properties.

Thompson offered him 
$150 for his time, but he 
wouldn’t take it. “He said, 
‘No, that’s just what people 
do for people.’ He’s done 
that for me more than once, 
helped me out and never 

asked for anything.”
He says Pruitt asked if 

he would drive to Alamosa 
with him that evening for 
a hamburger. Thompson 
couldn’t go because he had 
a 6 p.m. meeting.

“I don’t think he would 
have gone to town if he 
knew people were protest-
ing. He doesn’t want noth-
ing to do with it,” Thomp-
son said, adding that 
Pruitt doesn’t have a TV 
or follow current events. 
“He don’t care. He don’t 
care who the president is. 
He wouldn’t even listen if 
you talked about it.”

But Pruitt’s Facebook 
page shows he was follow-
ing the news closely.

On May 28, he posted 
an article about a soldier 
credited with saving lives 
in Kansas by ramming a 
shooting suspect with his 
pickup truck. He previ-
ously had posted a picture 
of his own Dodge Ram 4x4, 
writing, “How does it go if 
you can’t Dodge it ram it if 
you can’t see it well hit it.”

On June 1, he shared five 
Facebook posts related to 
the protests. 

One was a meme pic-
turing Black looters that 
read, “I don’t know about 
you, but this doesn’t look 
like they’re grieving to 
me.” One defended police 
officers, à la “not all cops 
are bad.” One sought 
prayers for President Don-
ald Trump: “He’s fighting 
an evil we can’t even imag-
ine.” One showed a T-shirt 
printed with an American 
flag and the words “You 
don’t have to love it, but 
you don’t have to live here 
either.” And one was a 
photo of Clint Eastwood as 
Dirty Harry with his gun 
drawn, and a reference to 
the line, “Go ahead, make 
my day.”

Those posts since have 
been scrubbed from his 
Facebook page.

Flashpoint

Several protesters showed 
up to the intersection after 
work. One carried a card-
board sign she had Sharpied 
on her lunch break. Another 
brought a sandwich for 
the intervals between red 
lights. They were mostly 
women, mostly young, and 
mostly white, though led by 
a Latina organizer. 

They knew full well that 
their neighbors and cowork-
ers weren’t clamoring for 
national police reform and 
racial reconciliation. But 
they hoped that waving a 
sign in the middle of Main 
Street would make people 
think. They also felt like 
standing for something 
at a time when they felt 
powerless. 

Marshall came with his 
wife. He wore a black T-
shirt, black gloves, his sig-
nature aviator glasses and 
a military cap that covered 
his blond hair. His black 
face mask concealed the 
beard he had grown during 
lockdown. 

He carried a sign reading 
“Murder is murder no mat-
ter BLUE did it.” And, as he 
had several nights prior, he 
was yelling louder than the 
others. 

Fellow protesters say 
he was interrupting the 
organizer and other young 
women as they led chants, 
recited names of Black 
victims of police brutality, 
and at one point kneeled 
silently on the pavement. 
In the video, captured by 
a nearby bookstore sur-
veillance camera, you can 
see him marching with an 
exaggerated, almost milita-
ristic gait in and out of the 
intersection.

The video shows a dark 
gray pickup approach the 
protesters, slow down to 
a near stop, then acceler-
ate toward them. Loraine, 
among others, jumps out 
of the way.

Oxer — a 23-year-old 
Americorps volunteer from 
Iowa who identifies by the 
pronoun “they” — remem-
bers thinking someone had 
been hit. They yelled “What 
the f---?” and flipped off the 
driver. 

“Then there was the gun-
shot. Which was not great,” 
they said. “At first I thought 
it was the guy in the truck 
that had done it. That was 
my first time ever being 
near a gunshot. I think I 

was maybe 10 feet away.”
Chris Canaly heard the 

gunfire from up in her of-
fice. She looked down and 
saw women running. She 
said she could hear them 
“screaming ‘Oh my god, oh 
my god,’ at the top of their 
lungs.”

Pruitt had been hit in the 
back of his head by the 9mm 
bullet Marshall had shot 
through his back window. 
He managed to stop his 
truck in the middle of the 
intersection. Oxer says a 
protester tried persuading 
him to get out and sit down. 
He said something, but they 
can’t remember what. “And 
then he drove off.”

Thompson was just about 
to start his meeting when 
he heard his phone ring. It 
rang again two more times. 
It was Pruitt, just shot, call-
ing for help, he says. With 
each call, Thompson kept 
pressing the button to say 
he’d call back. 

Pruitt drove 12 blocks 
toward the Adams State 
campus before passing out.

Marshall, in the mean-
time, ran from the scene 
with his Glock 43, phoned 
Randy Canney, a prominent 
defense lawyer in Salida, 
drove home to East Alamosa 
separately from his wife, 
changed his clothes and 
shaved off his beard, ac-
cording to his arrest report. 
Police arrived two hours 
and 40 minutes after the 
shooting. 

He told Detective John 
Vasquez he acted instanta-
neously and admitted shoot-
ing Pruitt after “he observed 
the truck come into contact 
with” his wife and feared for 
her safety, the report shows. 
The detective wrote, “As the 
conversation continued I 
told James the video footage 
does not show his wife as he 
explained and he responded 
the video would be wrong.”

Marshall’s booking shot 
shows him clean-shaven 
in a lawyerly dress shirt, 
head cocked back and grin-
ning. He was facing charges 
of attempted 2nd-degree 
murder, 1st-degree assault, 
reckless endangerment, 
felony menacing, criminal 
mischief, illegal discharge 
of a firearm and prohibited 
use of a weapon. 

Loraine bailed him out 
the next day on a $60,000 
bond and quit her job at 
the county. Canney says 
the couple left town almost 
immediately:

“They don’t feel safe 
there.”

Aftermath

Pruitt came out of his 
coma over the past week and 
was released Wednesday 
from UCHealth Memo-
rial Hospital in Colorado 
Springs. He is recovering 
at his sister’s home in Ala-
mosa, the bullet still lodged 
in his head.

He has spoken with Dis-
trict Attorney Robert Willett 
and with Alamosa police, 
who are still investigating 
the case. They took over 
the intersection last week 
to reenact the shooting. A 
source advising the probe 
says detectives have been 
looking into whether the 
traffic light was red or green 
when Pruitt accelerated 
toward the protesters, and 
whether any were hit. None 
of those we interviewed said 
they were.

Tom Metier, Pruitt’s per-
sonal injury lawyer, says his 
client remembers coming to 
a stop at the intersection 
and getting shot. “He has 
other memories, but not 
that I can share right now,” 
he said.

The city’s response to the 
shoot has been to launch 

what City Manager Heath-
er Brooks calls a “public edu-
cation campaign” to keep 
protesters out of Alamosa’s 
crosswalks.

In the meantime, about 
3,500 people have over the 
past three weeks donated 
$149,000 for Pruitt’s and 
his daughter’s care. “Please 
pray for Danny and his fam-
ily, help him to keep fight-
ing. So his little girl might, 
one day, have her daddy 
back,” wrote the niece who 
organized the Gofundme 
page.

Conservative, alt-right 
and fake news outlets have 
been playing up the story, 
some going so far as to re-
port that Pruitt died of his 
gunshot wound. Pundits 
cite the shooting as proof of 
a national antifa uprising. 
Local law-and-order types 
speak of Pruitt as a heroic 
patriot with an inalienable 
right to drive unobstructed 
on his way to grab a burger.

“He has a right to get 
there without interference 
… and defend himself in the 
process,” said Eric Gile, who 
was among the locals who 
stood downtown earlier that 
week locked and loaded.

“When people are hinder-
ing (people) from getting 
where they need to go and 
blocking traffic, basically 
that’s a small riot. … It’s 
destructive and, yes, a line 
needs to be drawn,” added 
Larry Jack, another resi-
dent who joined the armed 
posse.

Whether the traffic light 
was red or green, Jack says 
he would have felt threat-
ened by protesters standing 
in the intersection, even if 
only a dozen. He figures that 
he, too, would have tried to 
drive through them. 

“It could have been me. It 
could have been any of us. 
I probably would have done 
the same thing,” he said. “I 
think the country in general 
is sick of this, the violence, 
the hatred, the racism from 
all sides.”

It is language like Jack’s, 
implications that white 
folks are victimized by 
racism – and by protests 
against it– that galvanized 
many protesters here in the 
first place. But that point, 
several say, was lost the 
moment Marshall pulled 
the trigger. Oxer wrote 
in their diary the night of 
the shooting, “This whole 
thing just reinforces what 
detractors believe: That we 
all secretly just wanna set 
s%#@ on fire and s%#@.”

They noted that Pruitt 
made the first provocation 
by driving into the protest-
ers, and that “while he was 
the victim, he was also the 
instigator.

“But it’s hard to say (that) 
about someone on life sup-
port.”

Marshall, Oxer says, 
betrayed their movement, 
at least in Alamosa where 
some locals believe protest-
ers ambushed Pruitt’s truck 
and many more now associ-
ate them with violence. 

“It sucks that someone on 
our side would make things 
a thousand times worse for 
us,” they said.

Oxer hopes Marshall 
gets the “maximum pun-
ishment,” and notes that 
the Alamosa police who 
questioned them did a good 
job. They are fully aware of 
that irony.

Mayor Coleman under-
stands that “protesters 
didn’t mean for this to 
happen.”

“But sometimes the real-
ity and the perception are 
different in people’s mind,” 
he said. “And sometimes 
people forget what the origi-
nal purposes of the marches 
were all about.”

Triggered
■ Continued from Page 1

Courier photo by Stephen Jiron

Alamosa Police recreate the crime on June 17th. Vis-
ible is the back window shot out on Danny Pruitt’s 
Dodge Ram. 

Courtesy photo

A roadside dedication to Danny Pruitt while he was 
in the hospital. 
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DENVER — Bustang and 
Bustang Outrider returns 
next week with modified 
schedules and a number of 
new protocols in place to en-
sure public health and safety.

“We have carefully moni-
tored when to safely resume 
serving our Bustang and 
Outrider customers and are 
doing so now, with significant 
precautions in place that 
follow guidance and best 
practices from public health 
officials,” said Colorado De-
partment of Transportation 
Executive Director Shoshana 
Lew. “We ask passengers to 
purchase tickets in advance, 
to the extent possible, so that 
we can minimize physical 
interactions with drivers and 
maximize social distancing.” 

Numerous measures are 

being implemented to sani-
tize buses and keep pas-
sengers and drivers safe, 
including:

·Selected seats will be 
physically blocked to ensure 
proper social distancing 
(Bustang – 22 passengers 
maximum/Outrider – 16 
passengers maximum)

·Face masks are required 
for drivers and passengers

·Drivers will be issued ad-
ditional Personal Protective 
Equipment

·Passengers will be of-
fered hand sanitizer wipes 
when boarding the bus

·       Buses will be cleaned 
and disinfected upon com-
pletion of each route and 
after completion of each 
day’s routes, including all 
seats, safety belt buckles, 

head rests (front and back) 
and armrests

Additional information 
on the procedures being 
taken to maintain pas-
senger and driver safety is 
available at: https://www.
codot.gov/travel/bustang/
assets/bustang_maintai-
ingpublichealthsafetydocu-
ment.pdf

Service resumes on most 
Outrider routes on Sunday, 
June 28.  Bustang begins 
weekday only service on 
Monday, June 29.  Visit 
ridebustang.com for specific 
route, schedule and fare 
information.

Bustang and Outrider 
services were suspended 
in late March, in alignment 
with the Governor’s state-
wide Stay-at-Home order.

The year 2020 is one few 
people will soon forget. 
Life changed dramatically 
and perhaps forever in 
2020, when the outbreak 
of the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 forced billions 
of people across the globe 
to make sacrifices in an ef-
fort to prevent the spread 
of the potentially deadly 
virus.

The sacrifices made in 
response to COVID-19 are 
perhaps most noticeable 
on holidays, when people 
accustomed to gathering 
with family and friends 
were unable to do so, or 
only able to do so on lim-
ited terms. 

Despite those restric-
tions, people continued 
to celebrate on holidays 
like Easter and Memo-
rial Day, and the Fourth 
of July does not figure to 
be any different. Fourth 
of July celebrations often 
take place in the backyard 
by the grill, and this year 
marks a perfect oppor-
tunity to expand your 
culinary repertoire. This 
recipe for “Best Burger 
With Blue Cheese Butter” 
courtesy of Eric Treuille 
and Birgit Erath’s “Grill-
ing” (DK Publishing) 
offers a new take on a 
backyard barbecue staple.

Best Burger With Blue 
Cheese Butter

Serves 4
1 pound ground 

chuck steak
2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon black 

pepper
4 1฀2-inch slices 

blue cheese butter (see 
below)

4 sesame hamburg-
er buns, halved

Combine ground steak 
with salt and pepper. 
Divide into 4 equal-sized 
pieces and gently shape 
into 4 burgers about 
1-inch-thick. Grill burg-
ers and warm buns ac-
cording to instructions 
below. Top burgers with 
butter and serve hot in 
sesame buns.

Outdoor cooking:
Grill over hot coals for 3 

minutes per side for rare, 
4 minutes per side for 
medium rare, or 5 minutes 
per side for well done. 
Place buns cut side down 
on grill until warm and 
lightly golden, 1 minute.

Indoor cooking:
Preheat a ridged cast-

iron grill pan over high 
heat. Cook for 3 minutes 
per side for rare, 4 min-
utes per side for medium 
rare, or 5 minutes per side 
for well done. Place buns 
cut side down on grill pan 
until warm lightly golden, 
1 minute.

Blue-Cheese Butter
Makes 15 servings
16 tablespoons un-

salted butter, softened
4 ounces (1 cup 

crumbled) blue cheese
2 teaspoons black 

pepper
Place ingredients in a 

food processor or blender; 
pulse until well blended. 
Wrap in foil. Place in the 
freezer until hard, about 
45 minutes. To serve, 
roll back foil and cut into 
1฀2-inch slices. When 
slicing from frozen, warm 
the knife under hot water 
first. After slicing, always 
tightly rewrap the unused 
flavored butter roll in the 
foil before returning to 
refrigerator or freezer.

Best Burger Variations
• Herbed Burger: Add 

2 teaspoons fresh thyme 
leaves or 1 teaspoon dried 
thyme, 1 crushed garlic 
clove and 1 tablespoon 
finely chopped onion to 
the ground steak.

• Spicy Burger: Add 
1฀2 teaspoon tabasco, 
1 tablespoon Worcester-
shire sauce and 1 tea-
spoon Dijon mustard to 
the ground steak. 

Think ahead:
Shape burgers up to 

1 day in advance. Cover 
with plastic wrap and 
refrigerate.

Cooks’ Note: Overhan-
dling the meat when shap-
ing will result in a tough, 
dry burger. To guarantee 
a juicy burger, handle the 
meat as little as possible. 
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Take your Fourth 

of July burgers 

up a notch

DENVER  – Three 
weeks after Gov. Jared 
Polis and the Colorado 
Dept. of Public Health 
& Environment issued 
guidance allowing for 
outdoor recreation and 
Colorado’s 2020 rafting 
season to begin, outfit-
ters across the state are 
increasingly optimistic 
that this year’s season 
will be a success. 

Ideal summer weather, 
inviting water tempera-
tures and levels, and a 
growing demand to “get 
outside” are resulting in 
increased reservations 
across the state. Cur-
rently, all runs on all 
rivers are open to rafting, 
and some outfitters are 
operating at nearly 70% 
capacity, with requests 
for reservations picking 
up daily. The current 
snowpack levels should 
provide a full rafting 
season, with outfitters 
operating through mid- to 
late-August (depending 
on the river). 

“We are incredibly en-
couraged by the growing 
enthusiasm we’re seeing 
from customers wanting 
to get out on the water, 
and enjoy a traditional 
Colorado summer activ-
ity,” said David Costlow, 
CROA Executive Direc-
tor. “We have defined pro-
tocols in place, and out-
fitters have successfully 
managed those protocols, 
ensuring that guests have 
the enjoyable, memorable 
experience they are look-
ing for.” 

Members of the Colo-
rado River Outfitters 
Association (CROA), of-
fer the following insights 
into their businesses 
and expectations for the 
season:  

Billy Marquis, Arkan-
sas River Tours: 

“Our guests’ experi-
ence has been enhanced 
due to our new COVID 
procedures allowing us to 
provide a more personal-
ized and private experi-
ence with our reduced 
trip sizes. Surprisingly, 
2020 is shaping up to be 
one of our top seasons 
due to great water condi-
tions, warm weather and 
demand from guests to 
get into the outdoors in a 
naturally social distanc-
ing environment.”

Kevin Foley, Perfor-
mance Tours: 

“We’re seeing a steady 
daily increase in res-
ervations for both cur-
rent trips and for trips 
throughout the summer. 
There seems to be a lot of 
pent up demand for activ-
ities in the great outdoors 
that combine excitement, 
breathtaking scenery and 
wide open spaces. We’re 
very optimistic about 
how things are shaping 
up for the remainder of 
the summer. People are 
very eager to get back 
outside and enjoy normal 
summertime activities, 
and whitewater rafting is 
naturally a great option.”

Gregory Cowan, Defi-
ance Rafting:

“Our guests are dis-

covering that a couple of 
hours on the river pro-
vides an opportunity to 
disconnect from the noise 
and reconnect with what 
matters most.”

 The Colorado River 
Outfitters Association’s 
(CROA) 2019 Economic 
Impact Report shows 
that the rafting industry 
hosted more than 542,400 
users last year, delivering 
more than $ 73.6 million 
in direct expenditures 
and resulting in more 
than $188.4 million in 
economic impact to the 
state.

Weather, Water Levels & Guest 

Enthusiasm Drive Colorado River 

Outfitters Optimism For 2020 Season

Bustang Service resumes Monday
Most Outrider Routes begin Sunday
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Kellie Veneman retiring from San Luis 

Valley Federal Bank 
ALAMOSA — After 

thirty-six years of ser-
vice with San Luis Val-
ley Federal Bank, Kellie 
Veneman is retiring.  She 
has served the bank in a 
number of positions, be-
ginning as the Accounting 
Manager, then serving 
as Internal Auditor, and 
over the last 17 years as 
the bank’s Chief Financial 

Officer.  
She has also been the 

bank’s Senior Vice Presi-
dent since 2014.  “Kellie 
has been a tremendous 
leader for the bank over 
her many years of service, 
said bank CEO Duane 
Bussey.  The level of com-
mitment she has shown 
and the quality of her 
work has provided a great 

example for all of our staff 
to follow.  She always put 
in the extra time needed 
to get things done in the 
highest-quality manner.  
On behalf of our entire 
staff and board of direc-
tors, we extend our most 
sincere appreciation to 
Kellie and wish her all 
the best in retirement.  
We will miss her financial 

expertise, leadership and 
caring personality.”

Besides her service to 
the bank, Kellie has been 
involved in a number of 
community organiza-
tions including serving 
as a member of the SLV 
Health Operating Board 
and currently being a 
member of the Alamosa 
Optimist Club, serving 

as club President in 2017 
and 2018.  She said, “I 
have been blessed to 
spend my entire career at 
SLV Federal.  It has been 
a pleasure working with 
such an amazing staff 
and board of directors.” 
Kellie will continue to 
reside in Alamosa with 
her husband Scott.Courtesy photo

Kellie Veneman

Music while you 

wait
ALAMOSA —  The 

Senior Center in Ala-
mosa sends out a great 
big ‘thank you’ goes out 
to DJ Mister E for provid-
ing awesome music  last 
Wednesday, June 24th. 

The Rock While You 
Wait event was the col-
laboration of Efrem Ortiz, 
Nadine Gurule and Moni-
ca Wolfe. Since the center 
closed in mid-March, 
South-Central Colorado 
Seniors has continued 

to provide homebound 
meals and grab-n-go hot 
meal lunch boxes for 
their seniors. They drive 
through to pick up meals 
at the north entrance and 
sometimes wait in line for 
quite a while. 

Last Wednesday, DJ 
Mister E set up his sound 
equipment outside and 
entertained folks from 11 
am-12pm. It was a delight 
and everyone seemed to 
enjoy and appreciate it. 

Courtesy photo

Seniors waiting for meals were entertained during 
the Rock While You Wait event. 

How parents can 

govern screen 

time
Technology has trans-

formed nearly all facets of 
life, including education. 
While desks and black-
boards can still be found 
in the classroom, technol-
ogy has become more and 
more influential in regard 
to how students learn.

Many teachers now 
employ tablets and other 
devices to help students 
better understand their 
coursework. Devices can 
make for useful learn-
ing tools, but when does 
screen time cross over 
from useful learning 
tool to something that’s 
potentially harmful to 
students’ overall health? 
The American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics has 
produced age-specific 
guidelines that can help 
parents determine if their 
school-aged children are 
spending too much time 
staring at screens.

Children between 
two and five years of age
Parents should limit 

screen time for this age 
group to one hour per day 
of high-quality programs. 
The AAP advises parents 
to co-view with children 
in this age group so they 
can help kids understand 
what they’re watching 
and how it applies to the 
world around them.

Children ages six and 
older

The AAP does not pro-
vide specific information 
regarding how many 
hours children ages six 
and older should use 
screen media. However, 
the AAP advises parents 
to make sure such media 
does not take the place of 
adequate sleep, physical 
activity and other behav-
iors essential to health. 

In addition to follow-
ing AAP recommenda-
tions about screen time 
as closely as possible, 
parents can take steps to 
ensure their children are 
not spending too much 
time using their devices. 

• Promote extracur-
ricular activities. Urging 
children to participate in 
extracurricular activi-
ties that do not employ 
screen media, such as 
sports, music lessons and 
academic clubs, can be a 
great way to get kids to 
put down their devices 
and engage in in-person 
interactions with their 
peers.

• Establish no-device 
hours at home. The AAP 
recommends that parents 
designate certain times 
of the day as media-free 
times for the whole fam-
ily, and not just children. 
Parents can put down 
their smartphones and 
tablets and engage with 
their children without the 
television on. In addition, 
make sure devices don’t 
make it to the dinner 
table, as nightly, device-
free dinners together can 
help families build strong 
bonds.

• Establish media-free 
zones. Designate certain 
areas of the home, such 
as the kitchen and din-
ing room, as device-free 
zones. Keep devices out of 
bedrooms unless children 
need them to do their 
homework.

Devices in the class-
room can help young 
students fulfill their 
academic potential. Par-
ents can govern their use 
outside the classroom by 
adhering to some simple 
strategies. BS208048



Page 8 Valley Courier Saturday, June 27, 2020

Lifestyle

Lobato Anniversary
CENTER — Timothy and Vivian Lobato, are celebrating their 50th wedding 

anniversary today. They were married in Center Colorado on June 27th, 1970 at 
St Francis Jerome Catholic Church. They both attended Center High School and 
met while picking potatoes in the San Luis Valley. Vivian says Timothy flirted 
with her by throwing rotten potatoes at her, how romantic!  

Timothy is the son of Timoteo and Rose Lobato and Vivian is the daughter of Frank 
and Mary Arellano. Frank Arellano was one of the last Pearl Harbor Survivors in 
the Valley. Timothy graduated from Center High School and Vivian graduated from 
Coronado High School in Colorado Springs Colorado. They moved to California in 
1976 where they raised their two children Adam and Rachel. Timothy’s expertise 
as a building painter landed him a 35-year career at ROHR Industries (now BF 
Goodrich Aerospace) in Riverside.  

Vivian organizational skills guided her through various secretarial jobs in the 
Inland Empire including LULAC and eventually at Chaffey Community College as 
an Administrative Assistant for 23 years. In 1995, Vivian was named Staff Member 
of the year at Chaffey. They are both active union members of the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers and the California State Em-
ployees Association respectively. 

Both Timothy and Vivian were vital contributors to their community. A born 
athlete, Timothy coached youth basketball at YMCA in San Bernardino and Reed 
Park in Riverside. A talented educator, Vivian taught Business Education classes 
in Redland and Fontana at Adult Schools as well as devoted her time to San Sal-
vador Church teaching Catechism. Both Timothy and Vivian were very involved 
in their children’s extracurricular activities. When their children danced, Vivian 
made costumes for Ballet Folklorico Mixquacalli while Timothy was an expert 
30-second costume changer. They both assisted the Colton High School Marching 
Band as well as the Girl Scouts and Cub Scouts of America. 

Their devotion to their children allowed their children to become skilled in their 
own right. Adam was an Off-Broadway Performer in NYC and is now a Registered 
Nurse at Hospital For Special Surgery in NYC. And, Rachel is an Air Force Veteran 
who served during Operation Desert Watch. Both retired, Timothy competes in 
Century road bike races and Vivian is an artist with the needle and thread. They 
continue to reside in Grand Terrace California where they take care of their dog-
gies Mugs, Matty, and Pru.  

Courtesy photo

Timothy and Vivian Lobato celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary today.
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HELP WANTED

THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications 
for (1) Secondary Math 
Teacher at Centauri High 
School. Applicant must 
hold a current Colorado 
Teaching License or be 
willing to work toward 
certification. NCSD of-
fers a competitive salary, 
great discipline and en-
vironment for staff and 
students, and up to $915 
monthly towards health 
insurance.  Application 
deadline is until position 
is filled. Applications are 
available at the District 
Administration Office, 
17890 US Hwy 285, La 
Jara, CO 81101 or can 
be downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Sub-
mit application to Mr. 
Curt Wilson, Superin-
tendent. EOE.(7/7)

CONEJOS COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S Office is 
seeking a Patrol Deputy.  
Duties include: Enforces 
Colorado laws & ordi-
nances, report writing, 
investigates, apprehends 
and arrests suspects. Pa-
trols entire county.  Must 
be 21 years of age, have 
a valid driver’s license 
and be Colorado Post 
Certified.   Must be eli-
gible to carry a firearm.  
Must pass background 
check and drug screen.  
2 years’ relevant law 
enforcement experience 
preferred.  Starting sal-
ary is $35,360.  County 
Application Required. 
Deadline Ongoing.  Ap-
plications available at 
the Conejos County Hu-
man Resources Office or 
via email upon request at 
cricci@co.conejos.co.us. 
Inquiries call 719-376-
6799 or 719-376-2196.
(7/7)

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
School Nurse Minimum 
requirement: RN Re-
quired. Applications are 
available online at http://
www.alamosa.k12.co.us. 
For more information, 
contact Mindi Van Ry 
at 719-587-1600. Appli-
cation deadline is until 
filled. EOE.(7/7)
T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position at 
Alamosa High School 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year: Science Teacher 
Must possess a Colorado 
Teacher License and an 
endorsement in Second-
ary Science. Applica-
tions are available online 
at https://www.alamosa.
k12.co.us. For more in-
formation, contact Mindi 
Van Ry at 719-587-1600. 
Application deadline is 
until filled. EOE.(7/3)
T H E  S I E R R A 
GRANDE School Dis-
trict is accepting applica-
tions an Elementary Pre-
School Paraprofessional.  
Applicants should sub-
mit a completed appli-
cation form, resume, 
copy of transcript to 
Mr. Manuel Montano, 
Elementary Principal, 
Sierra Grande School 
District, 17523 Hwy. 
160, Blanca, CO 81123. 
Applicat ions can be 
found on the District’s 
website: www.sierra-
grandeschool.net. For 
more information please 
contact Mr. Manuel 
Montano, Elementary 
Principal at 719-379-
3257 or 719-289-6111. 
Position open until filled. 
EOE.(7/3)

221
HELP WANTED

S A N F O R D 
SCHOOLS IS seek-
ing a highly motivated 
Music/Band teacher to 
join our Team of great 
educators and instruct 
our talented students. 
Applications can be 
downloaded at www.
sanfordschools.org. Po-
sition open until filled. 
Sanford Schools is an 
EOE & E.(7/21)

SLV BREWERY & 
ROAST CAFÉ hiring 
kitchen, server, barista, 
and host positions. Call 
or email Scott:  719-
580-1922;  scott@slv-
brewco.com.(7/3)

LOCAL FOODS LO-
CAL PLACES initia-
tive seeks a part-time, 
seasonal mobile kitchen 
“MOKI” Coordinator. 
See full job descrip-
tion and how to apply 
at www.slvlocalfoods.
org .(7/3)

THE TOWN OF San-
ford is accepting ap-
plications for a Police 
Off icer.  Candidates 
must be Colorado POST 
certified and willing to 
submit to psychologi-
cal, background, and 
criminal history checks. 
Applications will be 
accepted until the posi-
tion is filled, applica-
tions may be picked up 
at Sanford Town Hall, 
390 Greenleaf Street on 
Mondays & Tuesdays.
(7/3)

THE TOWN OF San-
ford is accepting ap-
plication for the Posi-
t ion of Town Clerk /
Treasurer. Candidates 
must be willing to sub-
mit to background, and 
criminal history checks. 
Applications will be 
accepted until the posi-
tion is filled, applica-
tions may be picked up 
at Sanford Town Hall, 
390 Greenleaf Street on 
Mondays & Tuesdays.
(7/3)

COME BE PART of 
something incredible- 
join the team at Centen-
nial School District R-1! 
We are currently seek-
ing community-mind-
ed, student-centered 
educators for the fol-
lowing positions: High 
School Social Stud-
ies and K-12 Music. 
We also have exciting 
grant-funded positions 
for a work-based learn-
ing coordinator/alterna-
tive education teacher, 
Friday School/ Family 
Engagement Coordina-
tor, and a Restorative 
Justice Coach. You can 
also join our athletics 
department as a High 
School Boys Basketball 
Coach, High School 
Cheer Coach, Wrestling 
Coach,Track Coach, or 
Cross-Country Coach. 
To apply for one of these 
positions visit https://
www.centennial.k12.
co.us/o/centennial-r1/
page/teaching-certified-
staff-positions or send 
resume, cover letter, 
unofficial transcripts, 
three current letters of 
reference, and a copy of 
any appropriate licenses 
to tmelster@centen-
nialschool.net. It’s a 
great time to become a 
Ram!(7/15)

SEEK ING STOR E 
MANAGER - MUST 
have retail experience, 
extensive plant/garden-
ing knowledge, MED 
Badge and be able to 
lift 60+ lbs. Email re-
sume to: AlamosaGar-
denSupply@gmail.com.
(6/30)

221
HELP WANTED

THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services 
has positions for full 
time behavior interven-
tionists and/or counsel-
ors for the 2020-2021 
school year. Interest-
ed applicants should 
hold a valid Colorado 
Special Service Pro-
vider License or Teacher 
License.  Successful 
experience with work-
ing with students with 
behavioral needs pre-
ferred. Application is 
available at the BOCES 
office or on-line www.
slvboces.org. Process 
requires application, let-
ter of interest, and three 
current letters of refer-
ence. Send completed 
application process to 
Nita McAuliffe, Direc-
tor of Exceptional Stu-
dent Services, SLV BO-
CES, 2261 Enterprise 
Drive, Alamosa, CO 
81101 or nmcauliffe@
slvboces.org.  Applica-
tion deadline is July 6, 
2020 or until positions 
are filled.(7/3)
SAN LUIS VALLEY 
Health is seeking quali-
fied candidate to fill a 
Plant Engineer role. The 
Plant Engineer primar-
ily maintains and oper-
ate Electrical and HVAC 
systems, but has a wide 
variety of duties relating 
to maintenance, repair 
and installation. Please 
visit www.sanluisvalley-
health.org/careers/ for a 
full job summary.(7/3)

CDL DRIVERS AND 
Heavy Equipment Op-
erators wanted.  CDL 
Minimum 1 yr driving 
experience. Knowledge 
of Forestry Equipment 
helpful, must pass drug 
test. No Overnight driv-
ing. Send resume to: 
pagosaland@pagosa.
net.(7/10)

LOOKING TO HIRE 
year round hire man for 
large potato and grain 
farm. Must have experi-
ence. Call 719-850-2137.
(7/22)

C O N S T RU C T I O N 
HELPERS NEEDED. 
Full / Part time. Must be 
reliable and dependable. 
Call Ztec Construction 
719-992-13-96.(7/3)

THE TOWN OF La 
Jara is accepting ap-
plications for Police 
Officer. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
cer tif ied; will ing to 
submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Starting 
salary is $36,000 with 
vision, dental, and medi-
cal insurance and paid 
holidays. Applications 
may be picked up at 
La Jara Town Hall, 221 
Broadway or at Colorado 
Workforce Center in 
Alamosa.(7/3)

CLEANERS NEED-
ED! FULL and part 
time positions avail-
able. Must have own 
transportation and drug 
screening. Call between 
8am-5pm 719-587-2222.
(7/3) 

MOFFAT SCHOOL IS 
accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: Pre-K Director/
Teacher, Kindergarten 
Teacher, Middle School 
Social Studies or Sci-
ence Teacher, 7th-12th 
Grade Math Teacher. 
For a complete job de-
scription and application 
instructions please visit 
www.moffatschools.org.
(7/3)

221
HELP WANTED

SALES POSITION 
AVAILABLE. Must 
have own transporta-
tion. Call Ztec Con-
st r uct ion 719-992-
1396.(7/3) 

THE BRIDGE AT 
Alamosa has a personal 
care provider position 
and Server position 
available. We provide 
exceptional training. 
Please apply at  WWW.
centurypa.hcshiring.
com.(7/3)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing application for a 
Junior High Football 
coach. Applications 
can be downloaded at 
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is 
and EOE&E.(7/3)

CONST RUCT ION 
HELPER NEEDED. 
Pay dependent on ex-
perience. Call 719-849-
1796.(7/1)

FARM HELP NEED-
ED. $20/hr. Must have 
experience with hay 
equipment. Call 719-
588-0207(TFN-6/27)
SANFORD SCHOOL 
IS accepting applica-
tions for a highly mo-
tivated high school 
business teacher to 
work with our talented 
students who are our 
future.  Appl icants 
must hold a Colorado 
Teacher’s License and 
be willing to become 
vocational certified.  
Don’t miss this oppor-
tunity to join our team 
and become a part of a 
great educational cul-
ture.  Applications can 
be downloaded from 
the our website, www.
sanfordschools.org .  
Position is opened until 
filled.  Sanford School 
is an EOE & E.(7/14)

R I V E R  VA L L E Y 
INN Nursing home is 
looking for RN’s for a 
Day shift Charge Nurse 
Position. We Would 
Love for you to Come 
join our team! Must 
have a current license 
and CPR Please stop 
in for an application at 
1335 6th st in Del Norte 
Co or call 719-657-
1105 Ask for Susan or 
Chelcy. (RVI is EOE).
(7/1)

R I V E R  VA L L E Y 
INN Nursing home in 
Del Norte Co is seek-
ing a Director of Nurs-
ing must have a current 
Colorado license and 
in good standing. We 
offer insurance and 
competitive wages if 
interested please stop 
in @ 1335 6th st to ap-
ply or if you have any 
questions please feel 
free to contact us @ 
719-657-1105 ask for 
Susan.(RVI is EOE).
(7/1) 

221
HELP WANTED

COSTILLA COUNTY 
IS seeking a full-time 
Options for Long Term 
Care case manager who 
will primarily work in 
Conejos County and 
some travel to Costilla 
County. Responsibilities 
include: Intake/screen-
ing/referral and assess-
ment of client’s needs, 
development of care 
plans, management of 
a caseload and inter-
viewing clients includ-
ing conducting home 
visits. Ability to meet 
deadlines in a fast-paced 
work environment a 
must. Bachelor’s Degree 
in a human services field 
Sociology/Psychology or 
Humanities preferred. 
Bi-lingual skills a plus. 
Experience as a case 
manager with the long 
term care client popula-
tion may substitute for 
the required education 
on a year by year basis. 
Background check and 
pre-employment drug 
screening are required. 
Position is open until 
filled. Costilla County 
Public Health Agency 
is an equal opportuni-
ty employer. Costilla 
County Public Health 
Agency has the right 
to refuse any and all 
applications. Applica-
tions are available on the 
Costilla County website 
at https://colorado.gov/
pacific/costillacounty 
under the Jobs tab or call 
719-672-3332.(7/18)

ALAMOSA COUN-
TY EMPLOYEMENT 
Opportunities, Job De-
scriptions, and Applica-
tions are available on 
the County’s website 
www.alamosacounty.
org.(7/10)

M E L’ S  C U S T O M 
MEAT Processing look-
ing for reliable and de-
pendable person. No ex-
perience needed. Apply 
in person after 5:30pm. 
602 2nd Ave, Romeo.
(7/8)

E L E M E N T A R Y 
TEACHER NEEDED 
at Del Norte Elementary 
School for the 2020/2021 
school year. We are 
seeking a hardworking 
and enthusiastic teaching 
professional to join our 
dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team. Please 
submit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, Principal 
at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-
657-4030. Applications 
can be picked up at the 
District Office or online 
at:dncsd.org. (6/30)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley 
Courier. Contact Keith 
at 589-2553. (2/26-TFN)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory

District Court

Saguache County
Court Address: P.O. Box 197, Saguache, CO 81149
(719)655-2522
In re the Parental Responsibilities concerning:
L.W., DOB 2/6/2013
Petitioner: SHANNAN WOLFE
V. 
Respondent: DALE UNDERWAGER
Case Number: 2020DR7
Division 1
Hearing Room 1
NOTICE TO RESPONDENT
County, District Court Case No. 2020DR7
DALE UNDERWAGER, YOU ARE NOTIFIED, pursuant to C.R.S. 14-
10-107 (4) and 14-10-123, that an action has been filed to Allocate 
Parental Responsibilities regarding your child, L.W., with SHANNAN 
WOLFE. You are further notified that a copy of the PETITION and 
SUMMONS may be obtained from the clerk of court during regular 
business hours and that a default judgment may be entered against 
you if you fail to appear or file a response within 35 days after the 
date of publication. 
Date April 24, 2020
BRANDIE TAYLOR
Clerk of Court
BY: Mary L Parker
DR Specialist
No. 1459
Published in the Valley Courier on May 30, June 6, 13, 20, and 27, 
2020.

“San Luis Valley Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BO-
CES) will be conducting a record and file update this summer. We will 
be destroying all special education records of students whose files 
have been closed since July 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015.  This effects 
students from Alamosa, Centennial, Center Creede, Del Norte, Mof-
fat, Monte Vista, Mountain Valley, North Conejos, Sanford, Sangre de 
Cristo, Sargent, Sierra Grande and South Conejos school districts. If 
any students or guardians want their complete file you can request it 
from the SLV BOCES office at 719 589-5851 on or before July 2nd, 
2020”.
Please include students Name, date of birth and your relationship to 
the student. Identification will be required.
No. 1469
Published in the Valley Courier on June 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 
17, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 27, 30, and July 1, 2020.

The Town of Sanford is accepting bids to complete a roofing proj-
ect for two well houses. For more information please contact Tim 
Crowther at SanfordPW@outlook.com. 
No. 1500
Published in the Valley Courier on June 24, 26, 27, 30, July 1,and 
3, 2020.

NOTICE OF PROPOSED BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to 
the BOE of the Sanford School District 6-J for the fiscal year begin-
ning July 1, 2020 and has been filed in the office of superintendent 
where it is available for public inspection.  Such proposed budget will 
be considered for adoption at a Special meeting of the BOE of said 
district at the Sanford School Library on June 30, at 6:00 P.M.
Any person paying school taxes in said district may at any time prior 
to the final adoption of the budget file or register objections thereto:
BOARD OF EDUCATION
June 24, 2020
Sanford School District
Marlene Crowther
Secretary
No. 1508
Published in the Valley Courier on June 27, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Ordinance No. 14-2020

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance 
No. 14-2020, an Ordinance amending Section 16-21 and adding new 
Sections 16-25 through 16-29 to the Code of Ordinances of the City 
of Alamosa to prohibit placing of snow and ice in public rights of way 
and on public property.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on June 17, 2020, and a 
Public Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, July 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.  This hearing will 
be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 1509
Published in the Valley Courier on June 27, 2020.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

On Ordinance No. 15-2020

NOTICE IS GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on Ordinance 
No. 15-2020, an Ordinance Approving an Intergovernmental Agree-
ment with Alamosa County and the Town of Hooper for distribution 
of $1,392,582.00 in Cares Act Funding from the State of Colorado.
This ordinance was accepted on first reading on June 17, 2020, and a 
Public Hearing thereon set for Wednesday, July 1, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
or as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard.  This hearing will 
be held in Alamosa Council Chambers, 300 Hunt Avenue, Alamosa, 
Colorado.
Further notice is given that any and all persons of interest may appear 
at said hearing and be heard in this matter, and that the full text of 
the ordinance is available for public inspection and acquisition on the 
City’s website and in the office of the City Clerk.
Alamosa City Council
Holly C. Martinez,
City Clerk
No. 1510
Published in the Valley Courier on June 27, 2020.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIREWORKS FOR 
SALE, Chama, NM. All 
of the good stuff. Aeri-
als, firecrackers. Noon 
– 9p.m. through July 4. 
505-927-4064.(7/3)

163
LOST & FOUND

LOST A PAIR of men’s 
black work boots on W. 
Hwy 160 on way to a fire 
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser be-
fore Del Viento Road. 
If found please call 719-
580-0398.(TFN)

173 - PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

ACUPUNCTURIST 
SEEKS PUBLISHED 
medical author to help 
pen a “DIY Boost the 
Immune System us-
ing Acupressure” ar-
ticle.  Help me get the 
word out about a fun and 
easy to perform COVID 
prevention health care 
treatment that can be 
done at home.  Call 360-
821-9006.(7/7)

221
HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tion: Part-time District 
Health/Wellness Co-
ordinator. Bachelor’s 
or Master’s Degree 
in Health and Well-
ness, Exercise Science, 
Hea lthy Li festyles , 
Sports Management, or 
a related field. Possibil-
ity of expanding to full 
time if funding is avail-
able. Applications are 
available at the Office of 
the Superintendent, 209 
Victoria Ave., Alamosa, 
CO  81101 or online 
at http://alamosa.k12.
co.us. For more infor-
mation, contact Mindi 
Van Ry at 719-587-1600. 
Application deadline is 
until filled. EOE.(7/8)
LOCAL PORTABLE 
BU I LDI NG dea le r 
looking for dealers in 
Alamosa. Good income 
potential. No buy in re-
quired. Must have ex-
isting business or own 
independent source lot 
or property. Training 
provided. Call 970-946-
4230.(7/8)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL District is ac-
cepting applications for 
two Middle School Foot-
ball Coaches, a Mid-
dle School Volleyball 
Coach, and a Middle 
Schools Boys’ Basket-
ball Coach. Applica-
tions may be submit-
ted through our online 
employment applica-
tion http://ww2.monte.
k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html, by 
July 8, 2020, or until 
the positions are filled. 
For questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996.
(7/21)



267
WORK WANTED

AVAILABLE: EXPE-
RIENCED PRIVATE 
personal care provider. 
Light housework, baths, 
toi le t i ng,  d ressing, 
meals, geriatric exercis-
es. 719-587-9442.(7/1)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

GRASS HAY 2019. 500 
small bales $5.00 each. 
Call 719-588-2553.(7/1)

N AT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. Small 
bales, horse hay quality. 
Come cow hay. Certified 
USDA. Call Ed 719-852-
3069.(7/14)

HORSE AND COW 
hay: grass, grass/alfal-
fa, alfalfa. 3x3 and 4x4 
bales, various quality 
and pricing. 719-850-
8917 (7-13-TFN)

330
FREE

FREE TIRES. YOU 
haul off. Approx. 80. 
Ca l l  970 -901-6628.
(6/27)

341 - GARAGE 
SALES

HUGE YARD SALE 
Friday & Saturday 8am-
? Plenty of everything 
for everybody. 270 Ivy 
Street, Sanford.(6/27)

2 GARAGE SALES – 
Same Drive. Furniture, 
new shoes, knives, baby/
toddler items, LOTS 
MORE! June  26th & 
27th – Daylight hours. 
Greenie Mountain Lum-
ver 12 S. and 1 E. 719-
588-3687.(6/27)

MOVING SALE! 211 
La Veta Ave., Alamosa. 
7am - ? Saturday June 
27.(6/27)

SAT. 6/27 185 4th St. 
Del Norte, 8am-1pm. 
Garden tools, power 
tools, hand tools, fur-
niture, and household 
items.(6/27)

YARD SALE JUNE 
25th & 26th. 8am-3pm, 
June 27th. 8am-1pm. 
1645 Newcomb Ave., 
Monte Vista. House-
wares furniture and 
Miscellaneous.(6/27)

351
LIVESTOCK

SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls 
and semen sales Brink 
Livestock Services ad-
min@brinklivestock.
net  www.br ink l ive-
stock.net 88-641-3750 
/ 719-480-3932.(7/15)

HERITAGE BREED 
TURKEY POULTS 
- Burbon Reds from 
free range parents. $20 
each or $35 for 2. Lim-
ited number available. 
Ready to butcher at 28 
weeks (toms average 
30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) 
Straight run only. 719-
850-2832.(TFN-E)
P IG S  F O R  SA L E 
$1.00 lb. live weight. 
570-395-0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

S PA N I S H  R O O F 
TILES. Ezload large 
lot. 720-201-3857.(7/13)

NEW / STILL in Box 
Swimming pool for 
Sale. 15ft diameter. Paid 
$700 will take $500. 
Ca l l  719- 480 -9893.
(6/30)

FOR SALE ELEC-
TRIC Hospita l Bed 
$600. Call 719-480-
4848.(6/27)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

B A B Y  B U N N I E S 
FOR Sale $719-480-
5303. Ask for Cheryl 
Lynn.(7/8)

A L L  D O G S  A D -
OPTED FROM THE 
VALLEY HUMANE 
LEAGUE HAVE TO 
BE SPAYED OR NEU-
TERED BEFORE GO-
ING TO THEIR NEW 
HOME. (TFN)
N EED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to adopt 
kittens? Help trap/neu-
t e r / release  ef for t s? 
Donate food/litter/sup-
plies? Low cost spay/
neuter clinic for cats. 
http://www.catsaliveslv.
com 719-298-7028. 
(TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PI E S who need a 
home? San Luis Val-
ley Animal Welfare 
Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedi-
cated to stopping the 
euthanasia of healthy 
adoptable pets. Hav-
ing pets altered is the 
number one way to 
stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has 
had puppies contact 
us. We will take the 
p u p p i e s  i n t o  o u r 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for f ree 
after the puppies are 
weaned. If needed we 
will also provide dog 
food & gas money 
to get the dogs to us 
to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is 
one of the greatest 
gifts you can provide 
your pet, your family 
and your community. 
We have found good 
responsible homes 
for over 8,000 ani-
mals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email:  woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)
FREE TO GOOD 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BA R N CATS. 
Spay/neuter cl inics 
coming to Alamosa in 
near future. Call Don-
na K 719-589-5952 or 
719-580-9078. (TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

L O O K I N G  F O R 
USED but in good 
condition electric lift 
recliner chair. Call 
719-580-6599.(6/27)

LOOKING FOR A 
2 or 3 bedroom Mo-
bile Home 1981 or 
h igher for $15,000 
or under. Call or text 
719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

2 - H O M E S ,  5 . 2 
ACRES, 3 wells, RV 
spot with all hookups, 
chicken house, cor-
rals. $175,000. Call 
970-640-9562.(7/25)

420 - LOTS & 
ACREAGE

FOR SALE: 80 acres 
land 2.5 miles w. of San 
Acacio, surveyed. Call 
Al 719-588-2930.(7/31)

FOR SA LE: SU R-
VEYED 25 acres, San-
gre De Cristo Ranch 
near Mountain Home 
L a k e ,  c r e e k  r u n s 
through property, well 
& electric, good hunting 
& fishing. Call Al 719-
588-2930.(7/31)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Professional 
work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LOOKING FOR AN 
A PA RT M E N T  O R 
HOME FOR RENT? 
We have the best ones! 
Call Eclipse Property 
Management at 719-
581-RENT or visit our 
website at RentEclipse.
com.(TFN-6/27)
RENT 1 BEDROOM 
Apt Alamosa some utili-
ties included 800-641-
3750 / 719-480-3932.
(7/15)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

REMODELED 1 BED-
ROOM/1 bath HOME 
or OFFICE studio unit 
in Del Nor te. $600/
mo., inclusive of water 
and sewer. No pets; no 
smoking; credit report 
required. Call 719-850-
0750.(7/17)

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
rent. Completely reno-
vated. New electrical, 
plumbing, and ther-
mal windows. Classic 
1800sq.ft. style faced 
located on high visibility 
lot on Grande Ave., Del 
Norte. 719-657-0776 for 
appointment.(6/30)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

LOOKING FOR AN 
A PA RT M E N T  O R 
HOME FOR RENT? 
We have the best ones! 
Call Eclipse Property 
Management at 719-
581-RENT or visit our 
website at RentEclipse.
com.(TFN-6/27)
REMODELED 1 BED-
ROOM/1 bath HOME 
or OFFICE studio unit 
in Del Nor te. $600/
mo., inclusive of water 
and sewer. No pets; no 
smoking; credit report 
required. Call 719-850-
0750.(7/17)

630 - ROOMS 
FOR RENT

ROOM FOR RENT 

Next to TSJC 1 per-
s on ,  Wa sh e r  a nd 
Dryer. Utilities in-
c lud e d .  719 -58 0 -
4689.(7/3)

713 - PICK-UP 
TRUCKS

F350 1 TON dually 
with 12ft bed. 61,000 
miles. $5800 / OBO. 
Call 720-201-3857.
(7/22)
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Classifieds

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 5 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Casa de 
Cortez

751 Mussman Lane
Center, CO 

754-3261

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom apartments. Family 

living at an affordable price.

Casita del 
Sol

1405 W. 11th Street
Alamosa, CO 

589-8663

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for 2 Bedroom 
Apartments - Handicap Units Available. Rent 

based on income for qualified households.

Gateway Villa 
Apartments

929 Spruce St.
Del Norte, CO

657-3654
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider

Accepting Applications for 2 & 
3 bedroom family units. Family 

living at an affordable price.
Immediate Availability

Valley Grande
Apartments

2256 East Drive
Monte Vista, CO 

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider

Rental assistance available 
to qualified households.

Accepting Applications for waiting 
list for 2 &3 bedroom family units. 

Handicap accessible units available.
Immediate Availability

West View 
Villas

510 Dunham
Monte Vista, CO 

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider



DEAR ABBY: I have a 
question about my daugh-
ter’s new husband, “Brad.” 
I haven’t interfered with 
their marriage and don’t 
want to, but he seems very 
moody and barely speaks to 
me. Just when I think I’ve 
found a common topic, on the 
next visit four or five weeks 
later, he doesn’t say a word. 

 During my last visit, 
he got very upset with my 
daughter because a piece of 
chicken fell out of his wrap 
while she was tasting it. 
She apologized twice, but 
her eyes were watering 
when I walked into the 
room. I wanted so badly to 
just hug her and ask Brad 
“What’s wrong with you?” I 
have heard his tone before. 
Should I do anything? -- 
QUESTIONING IN THE 
SOUTH

 DEAR QUESTIONING: 
If Brad has behaved this way 
before when you were visit-
ing, is it possible that your 
visit was inconvenient for 
him? Could they be having 
marital problems? 

 I don’t think it would 
qualify as interference to 
ask your daughter how often 
her husband gets upset over 
things as trivial as a piece 
of chicken spilling out of 
his wrap. Exploding over 
something so insignificant 
could be an indication that 
there is a larger problem 
that hasn’t been dealt with. 
It also would not be inter-
fering to let your daughter 
know that if this happens 

often, it isn’t normal, and 
that you are -- and always 
will be -- there for her if she 
feels she needs it.

 DEAR ABBY: A friend 
died in a state that has 
restrictions on gathering 
for funerals because of the 
pandemic. Only those in the 
household, the mortuary 
staff and a pastor or other 
religious officiant can be 
present at the funeral. 

 This was a good friend, 
Abby, someone I had known 
for 35 years. He and his 
wife, also a longtime friend, 
were in my wedding party. 
The sudden loss of this 
friend saddens me, and it 
grieves me that I cannot 
offer condolences in person 
or attend the funeral or sup-
port his widow in person. 
Other readers may also be 
facing this quandary. Do 
you have any suggestions? 
-- GRIEVING ON THE 
EAST COAST

 DEAR GRIEVING: Ask 
your friend’s widow if the 
funeral home can stream 
the funeral service to friends 
and extended family who 
are unable to attend in per-
son. Call her, extend your 
condolences, and ask if she 
needs your help or if she is 
planning to have a memo-
rial you can attend once the 
quarantine is lifted. 

 While you’re at it, ask if 
she would like a contribution 
in her late husband’s name 
made to a particular organi-
zation. Do NOT send flowers 
without first asking because 

she may be inundated. And, 
of course, continue calling to 
check on her, lift her spirits 
and allow her to vent if she 
needs to, which may help 
her to feel less isolated and 
vulnerable.

 DEAR ABBY: I have a 
question about privacy. No 
matter when I am in the 
restroom, my husband feels 
the need to come in and 
hang out. Every single day. 
I have mentioned over and 
over that I would prefer some 
privacy, but he won’t listen. 
I mean, come on, is nothing 
sacred? What gives? -- EX-
POSED IN NEW JERSEY

 DEAR EXPOSED: You 
have my sympathy. Your 
husband either doesn’t re-
spect your need for privacy 
or has an insatiable desire 
for a captive audience. The 
solution to your problem may 
be as simple as a sturdy lock 
on your bathroom door.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

AbigAil  

VAn buren

New husband’s moodiness 
may signal deeper trouble

THE GRIZZWELLS
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CELEBRITY CIPHER

BIG NATE




