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Firehouse 
BBQ

MOSCA — The Mosca-
Hooper Volunteer Fire 
Department will be hold-
ing their annual BBQ, 
July 25 at 6pm at the 
fire house. Donations 
appreciated.

Postcards arriving before Census 

takers visit homes 
ALAMOSA — The U.S. 

Census Bureau is send-
ing reminder postcards 
this week to an estimated 
34.3 million households, 
including homes in the 
San Luis Valley. This will 
be the final mailing before 
census takers begin visit-
ing nonresponding house-
holds across the nation in 
mid-August. Responding 
now minimizes the need 
for census takers to visit 
homes to collect responses 
in person.

According to the Census 
Bureau, more than 92 
million households in the 
country (or 62.3 percent 
of households) have al-
ready responded online, 
by phone or by mail.

In the San Luis Valley, 
response rates vary by 
county. Alamosa County 
has the highest response 

rate with 52.5 percent 
of households having 
responded to the 2020 
Census. Mineral County 
has the lowest response 
rate with 22.8 percent, 
however the large num-
ber of second or vacation 
homes in the county may 
skew the rate lower. The 
response rates from other 
counties in the Valley 
are Conejos County 40.4 
percent, Costilla County 
25.6 percent, Rio Grande 
County 48.2 percent, and 
Saguache County 37.7 
percent. The statewide 
response rate for Colorado 
is 65.5 percent.

The COVID-19 pan-
demic delayed the na-
tionwide start of census 
taker visits from mid-May 
to mid-August, giving 
the Census Bureau the 
chance to send one more 

reminder to households 
encouraging them to re-
spond on their own. The 
postcard is one reminder 
in a series of reminders 
that the Census Bu-
reau has mailed to non-
responding households 
since mid-March urging 
them to respond.

Endangered equine

Courier photo by Meg Colwell

ALAMOSA — On June 24, it was brought to the City of Alamosa’s attention that 
two mares and one colt were being kept on Alamosa Fairgrounds. City Manager, 
Heather Brooks said: “At this point, we began working to figure out who the 
horses belonged to and ensure the owner took the appropriate steps to obtain 
these accommodations.” The horses were found to be owned by a Ms. Linda 
Carter, who eventually obtained a permit from the City of Alamosa. The permit 
is good through July 30. 
Before June 24, it is unclear just how long the horses have been kept on the 
fairgrounds. However, many community members took note of the horses’ poor 
health — suggesting they have been there for quite some time. All three were 
emaciated and exuding colored mucus. Thankfully, the horses have received  
food and attention and seem to be on the road to recovery. 

Valley keeps 

COVID in decline
SAN LUIS VALLEY — Since Wednesday, Costilla 

County reported 1 new COVID-19 case. There were 

21  known active cases in our region as of Thursday. 
For more information about COVID-19 in Colorado, 
see the Colorado Covid-19 website at  https://covid19.

colorado.gov/.

For testing of symptomatic individuals only, call:
• Rio Grande Hospital 719-657-4990

• SLVHealth Respiratory Clinic 719-589-2511 

ext. 9 

For symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals 

who have had contact with a confirmed COVID-19 
positive individual, call Valley-Wide Health Systems 

719-589-3658 ext. 9 (M-F), 719-589-2562 (Sa/Su)

For general (non-medical) SLV COVID-19 related 
questions: slvepr@alamosacounty.org, 719-480-8719 

Alamosa BOE rolls out 

restart plan for 2020-21
STAFF REPORT 

The Alamosa Board of Education met 
on July 22 at 6 p.m. to introduce the fall 
20-21 Restart plan for schools. 

The Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE), Col-
orado Department of Education (CDE), 
and Governor’s Office have worked 
together, to develop guidance for Local 
Public Health agencies and districts as 
they make plans to reopen. This guid-
ance is what the Alamosa School Board 
has used to develop their Re-start plan.

 Due to the ongoing research surround-
ing COVID, guidance is ever-changing. 
Thus, Superintendent Rob Alejo and 
Assistant Superintendent, Marsha Cody, 
stressed the re-start plan is a “living 
document,” which will be revisited and 
revised appropriately. The Courier will 
report updates as they become available.

For the 20-21 school year, the Colorado 
Department of Education has provided 
districts with flexibility regarding in-
struction and attendance. In order to 
quell concerns of reopening during this 
pandemic, the CDE has updated poli-
cies regarding the prevention of disease, 
school closings and cancellations, work-
place health and safety protection, staff 
health, student absences and excuses, 
and visitors to schools. The CDE will 
host a Special Policy Update webinar on 
Mon. July 27, at 3 p.m.; where Colorado 
Association of School Board’s legal staff 
will review these policies and answer 
questions. To sign up, visit https://
www.casb.org/index.php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=498:casb-

w e b i n a r s & c a t i d = 2 6 : n e w s - i n -
formation&Itemid=199. 

The Re-Start plan includes the edu-
cation options available, outlined pro-
cedures for each of those options, and 
information surrounding a critical family 
interview. 

For grades K-12, the Alamosa school 
district will offer either in-person or 
remote learning options. 

In-Person learning
In-person health precautions include 

screening all students before entering 
school. There was some conflict surround-
ing who has the screening responsibility: 
parents or teachers? Many teachers did 
not feel comfortable leaving screening 
responsibilities up to parents. However, 
Ms. Cody admitted the district does not 
currently have enough thermometers 
for each teacher. “Right now we only 
have one thermometer for every two 
teachers.” Cody will look into obtaining 
more thermometers and the issue will be 
revisited during the next BOE meeting. 

Once students pass the symptom 
screening, they will go to their home-
rooms and have breakfast. 

n See COUNT page 3

n See ABOE page 3

Rolling Deep 

Car Show
ALAMOSA  — The 

Rolling Deep Car Show 
will renew it’s tradition 

for 2020 hosting it’s 
25th annual show on 

Sunday July 26 at Cole 
Park. The Show will take 

place from 12-5 p.m.
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OBITUARIES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

ALAMOSA—The San 
Luis Valley Military Fam-
ily Support Group meets 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Alamosa. For more 
info call Vicki Jones at 
852-3123.

ALAMOSA — Sierra 
Blanca Chapter #43, Or-
der of The Eastern Star, 
meets on the first and third 
Mondays, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Alamosa Masonic Hall, 
512 San Juan Ave.  Call 
Sharon at 589-4320.

ALAMOSA — La Leche 
League of the San Luis 
Valley holds its monthly 
meetings on the fourth 
Saturday at 11 a.m. at Hos-
pice del Valle, 524 Main 
St. in Alamosa. Pregnant 
and nursing women are 
welcome to attend with 
their children and babies. 
Please call 587-3657.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Kiwanis Club meets 
on the second, third and 
fourth Thursdays at noon 
at IHOP.  Contact:  Aman-
da Wilkinson, 719-589-
2564 or email amanda@
alamosastatebank.com

ALAMOSA — The Op-
timist Club of Alamosa 
meets at Nino’s Restau-
rant in Alamosa the first 
and third Tuesdays at 
noon. Contact the club 
at alamosaoptimistclub@ 
gmail.com or President 
Dawn Melgares at 719-
580-0178. Visitors and new 
members are welcome.

ALAMOSA —The Ala-
mosa Rotary Club meets 
every Monday at noon at 
Juanitos in Alamosa.  Con-
tact Dean Swift, 589-3499 
or dean@deanswiftseed.
com

SOUTH FORK — Ki-
wanis meets every Thurs-
day at 8 a.m. at the Feelin' 
Good Coffeehouse in South 
Fork. Contact: Karen Mill-
er, 719-873-5466 or email 
mkmillermink@aol.com 

ALAMOSA — The Al-
zheimer’s Caregiver’s Sup-
port Group meets on the 
second Thursday from 
11 a.m. to noon. at the 
Alamosa Public Library, 
300 Hunt Ave. Call the 
Southern Colorado office 
at 719-544-5720, ext. 304.

ALAMOSA — TOPS 
(Taking Off Pounds Sen-
sibly) CO 568, Alamosa, 
a non-profit weight loss 
organization, meets every 
Tuesday evening at the 
College Heights Baptist 
Church at 2035 Church Av-
enue in Alamosa. Weigh-in 
is at 5:30 p.m. with an 
informative meeting at 
6:15. Anyone interested in 
having weight loss support 
is welcome to attend a free 
meeting or call Doris at 
589-6396 for more infor-
mation.

ALAMOSA — Search 
and Rescue meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday at the 
Alamosa County Sheriff 
Office, 1315 17th St., at 
6 p.m. Anyone interested 
in becoming a volunteer 
is welcome. Call Suzi at 
719-588-9236.

ALAMOSA — The San 
Luis Valley Photogra-
phy Club meets the first 
Wednesday at the Ala-
mosa Public Library at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Stephen 
Jensen at 379-0001 or slv-
photostephen@gmail.com

ALAMOSA — Fami-
lies Healing Families is 
a community-based or-

ganization that provides 
support and resources for 
families affected by the 
impact of substance abuse. 
They meet on the third 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Citizens Center 
at 92 Rio Grande Ave. (on 
the north end of Cole Park) 
in Alamosa.

ALAMOSA— Peace 
Meditation at the Campus 
Ministry Office, Adam 
State University, Ala-
mosa, is held on Thursdays 
at 5:15 p.m. Everyone is 
invited. Contact Candace 
Knowlan 805-886-6959.

ALAMOSA — Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#113, Alamosa, holds its 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday 
at the American Legion 
Building at 514 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa. Call Ev-
elyn Espinola at 719-313-
1466 or Alice Robinson at 
589-0543.

VALLEY — The 
San Luis Valley of-
fers many Alcoholics 
Anonymous groups. 

A.A. members’ pri-
mary purpose is to stay 
sober and help other 
alcoholics to achieve 
sobriety.

Following are Dis-
trict 3 San Luis Val-
ley AA 12-Step Meet-
ings. The 6th Tradition 
states that we are not 
affiliated with any 
outside organizations, 
but in the spirit of co-
operation, we list these 
meeting schedules for 
friends and family. For 
information, call 719-
937-5083.

SUNDAY
5:30 p.m. Sacred 

Heart Parish Center 
at 3rd and Edison, 
Alamosa

7 p.m. Town Hall at 
108 W Galena Ave., 
Crestone

MONDAY
12 p.m. St. Thomas 

Episcopal Hall at 607 
4th St., Alamosa

5  p .m.  Women ’ s 
Meeting at Masonic 
Hall, 598 Spruce St., 
Del Norte

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 304 

Walnut St., La Jara.

TUESDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church 
at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

WEDNESDAY
12 p.m. First United 

Methodist Church at 
2005 Mullens, Ala-
mosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito

6 p.m. Amistad of 
San Luis at 403 Main 
St., San Luis

7:15 p.m. RV Park in 
Blanca

7:30 p.m. Masonic 
Hall at 598 Spruce, 
Del Norte. 

8 p.m. St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church at 
607 4th St., Alamosa.

THURSDAY
12 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 1st and 
State, Alamosa

12 p.m. Crestone 
Baptist Church, Coun-
ty Rd. T, Crestone

7 p.m. Community 
Church on Main St., 
Creede

7:30 p.m. Creative 
Resource Center at 304 
Walnut St., La Jara.

7:30 p.m. Ables/Dis-

ables, Baptist Church 
at 751 Lincoln St., 
Monte Vista

FRIDAY
7 p.m. Sacred Heart 

School at 3rd and Edi-
son, Alamosa. 

 

SATURDAY
5:30 pm. at 929 

State Ave., Alamosa

6 p.m. Senior Citi-
zen’s Building at 710 
Main St., Antonito.

8 p.m. Mountain View 
Presbyterian Church 
at 2nd and Broadway, 
Monte Vista

For schedule chang-
es, please contact your 
group service repre-
sentative (GSR)

AL-ANON

TUESDAY
8 p.m. 15 Country 

Club Dr.  Monte Vista
WEDNESDAY
5:30 p.m. SLV Be-

havior Health Group at 
8745 CR 9S., Alamosa

THURSDAY
5:30 p.m. First Chris-

tian Church at 518 1st 
St., Alamosa

7 p.m. Crestone Town 
Hall, downtown Crest-
one (second and fourth 
Thursdays)

ONGOING VALLEY MEETINGS

VALLEY COURIER
POLICY ON OBITUARIES

The Valley Courier charges a flat fee of $30 for each obituary published. 
Electronic copies  are preferred. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
run at no charge. 

This charge affects funeral homes, as well as family or other representa-
tives, that directly place obituaries. All paid obituaries are published on our 
web site, www.alamosanews.com, for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit will be rerun. If the errors are on the part of the submit-
ting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

Dawn Michelle Baiotto
ALAMOSA — Dawn 

Michelle Baiotto, 52, 
passed away on July 
18, 2020.  She was born 
on January 28, 1968, in 
Yankton, South Dakota 
to Dwayne and Suzy 
(Kludt) Friedel.  Dawn 
was a carefree animal 
lover who had an open 
heart to anyone she came 
into contact with.  She 
was the type of person 
who would give you the 
coat off of her back.  She 
enjoyed laughing and 
socializing.  Her giggle 
was contagious and she 
had the ability to find 
humor in all situations.  
She definitely was a 
social butterfly.  Above 

all else, she enjoyed 
spending time with the 
people and the animals 
she loved. 

Especially her new 
puppy Rocky II. 

She loved to cook, camp 

and travel.
She is survived by her 

husband Kenny Gar-
maker of Alamosa, her 
children, Jesse James 
Baiotto, Tabatha Amber 
Baiotto and Brittany 
Sterling Garmaker as 
well as numerous aunts, 
uncles and cousins, niec-
es and nephews.

Dawn was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
half-sister.

Cremation selected and 
services are pending.  To 
express condolences to 
the family, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary in Alamosa is in care 
of the arrangements.

Vinnia Lou (Eagle) Brinegar
08/04/1939 - 

07/20/2020

BLANCA — Vinnia Lou 
(Eagle) Brinegar was born 
in Blanca, CO August 4, 
1939, where she spent 
most of her younger years. 
While she forever honored 
her Coloradan roots, she 
chose to follow the love 
of her life, George Lee 
Brinegar, to Texas after 
a whirlwind courtship 
to begin a marriage that 
would last 61 years.

Lou had an intense pas-
sion for learning and after 
earning a Master of Arts 
from Baylor University, 
she dedicated her life to 
spreading knowledge. She 
spent many years as an ed-
ucator for Waco ISD, ulti-
mately retiring as the Vice 
Principal at Providence 
Heights Elementary. She 
even authored several suc-
cessful children’s books 
which included multiple 
adventures of “Granny” 
and “Brillo the Armydillo”, 
an homage to her love of 
the Military, sports, and 
her family. These were 
only a few of the many 
deeply interesting facets of 
the diamond that Lou was.

Lou and George Brin-
egar made their life to-
gether in Waco, TX raising 
two children and making 
their ranch home a wel-
come place for friends and 
family. While Lou had 
Colorado in her veins, she 
was immediately adopted 
as a full-fledged Texan for 
her quick wit and unyield-
ing love; she never met a 
stranger. Lou was well 
known for her smile, and 
her kind, loving, and self-
less heart which impacted 
many lives beyond the 

reach of her family. She 
set an incredible example 
for four generations of her 
family, showing the power 
of compassion, forgive-
ness, and determination. 
She had a knack for mak-
ing each person she met 
feel special and like they 
were the only ones in the 
world she wanted to speak 
to at that time. When Lou 
spoke, her words were 
always encouraging and 
hopeful. She refused to 
see the negative in life and 
would instead point out 
the blessings and lessons 
that could be gleaned from 
any situation. Whether it 
was sneaking shoes from 
her children’s closets to 
give to her students at 
Providence Heights El-
ementary School or mak-
ing each grandchild feel 
as though they were the 
favorite; the compassion 
and love she showed to all 
was unmatched.

Lou’s faith and devotion 
to her Lord and Savior 
flowed into all aspects of 
her life. There is no doubt 
she’s home with Him now. 
Just as she began her life; 
she is now soaring like an 

Eagle watching over us.
She was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
Bertha Mae Sartain and 
Omer Herbert Eagle; sis-
ters, Thurmma Brown and 
Eurmma Lee Hart.

She is survived by her 
husband, George Lee 
Brinegar; sisters, Durm-
ma Seiber and Sabrie 
Brown, daughter, Terri 
(Jon Searles); son, George 
A. (Christine Laffitte); 
grandchildren, Jeremy, 
Tifani (Brian McGovern), 
Jared, Ashley (Trevor 
Miller), and Jaclyn (Mi-
chael Norris); and great-
grandson, Logan. She was 
also a beloved aunt and 
cousin to her Colorado 
family.

The family would like 
to thank Baylor Scott & 
White doctors and nurses 
and specifically the hospi-
tal’s trauma and palliative 
care teams.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that dona-
tions be made to Shriners 
Hospital for Children by 
calling 713-793-3931 or 
https://lovetotherescue.
org/.

Due to the current global 
pandemic, there will be a 
funeral service for family 
10 AM Friday, July 24 at 
Lake Shore Funeral Home 
Chapel followed by burial 
at Oakwood Cemetery; 
however, friends are wel-
come to watch the service 
via Live Stream at www.
LakeShoreFuneralHome.
com/Live. A celebration of 
life will occur at a future 
date.

Thoughts and memories 
may be shared at www.
LakeShoreFH.com

Debra L. Neal
Debra L. Neal born 

Debra L. Horton on Janu-
ary 24, 1954, to Ralph and 
Alice Horton, left us for a 
higher calling on July 21, 
2020.  She was an excep-
tional wife, mother and 
grandmother.  She will be 
greatly missed.

She is survived by her 
husband of 46 years John 
Neal, her children Darrel 
(Sarah), Jacob, Jedidiah 
(Ami), Patricia (Ryan) and 
Alice (Bobby), her grand-
children, Kaci, Tristan, 
Paul, Vorian and Ayanna 

as well as her sister, 
Wanda as well as numer-
ous nieces, nephews and 
extended family.

Debra was preceded in 
death by her parents, two 
brothers and one sister.

Cremation was selected, 
in lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions are suggested to the 
donor’s favorite charity 
and may be made in care 
of the funeral home office.  
To express condolences, 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements.

David Arthur Spangler
ALAMOSA — David 

Arthur Spangler, 68, of 
Fernandina Beach, Flor-
ida passed away July 14, 
2020, due to COVID-19.  

David was a true hero 
and patriot, serving his 
country with pride and 
honor for 32 years as a 
submariner and nuclear 
specialist in the United 
States Navy.  He rose to 
the rank of Commander 
before his well-deserved 
and well-timed retire-
ment. 

David was born in Little-
ton, Colorado and grew up 
in Alamosa, Colorado.  He 
was a lifelong member of 
the Episcopal Church.  He 
received his Bachelor of 
Business Administration 
from Brenau University.

Commander Spangler 
married Rebecca Spangler 
on Oct. 11, 1997.  During 
their time in the US Navy, 
they resided in St. Marys, 
Washington D.C. and Ho-
nolulu.  They spent every 
minute together watching 
sports, traveling and cook-
ing.  He adored spending 
time on the beach and 
hunting shark teeth with 
Becky.

David is survived by 
his wife, Rebecca Span-
gler, and his four chil-
dren – Danielle Walton 
of Kingsland, Georgia, 
Joshua Spangler (Analee) 
of San Diego, California, 
Megan Freeman (Allen) 
and Kelcy LópezFreeman 
(Ivette) of Atlanta, Geor-
gia.  David is also survived 
by his four grandchildren 
– Michael Walton of King-
sland, Georgia, Makayla 
Spangler, Evan Spangler 
and Lucas Spangler of San 
Diego, California. 

He was predeceased 
by his grandson, Logan 
Spangler of San Diego, 
California.  David is also 
survived by siblings Chris 
Spangler of Denver, Colo-
rado, Diane Miller of Cit-
rus County, Florida, and 
John Spangler of Pueblo, 
Colorado.

To honor his life and 
career, Commander Span-
gler will be laid to rest in 
Arlington National Cem-
etery.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made in 
his memory to the Military 
Officers Association of 
America scholarship fund 
at moaa.org/donate.

Please share your mem-
ories and condolences at 
www.oxleyheard.com

OXLEY-HEARD FU-
NERAL DIRECTORS
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Count
n Continued from Page 1

Households that have 
already responded may 
disregard the reminder 
postcard if they receive it. 
A small number of house-
holds that have already 
responded will receive a 
census taker visit as part 
of 2020 Census quality 
checks.

Census takers will begin 
interviewing households 
in the San Luis Valley 
and southern Colorado 
on August 11. Households 
can continue to respond 
on their own until these 
visits conclude on October 
31, which is the deadline 
for self-responding to the 
2020 Census.

The Census Bureau 

strongly encourages the 
public to respond online 
at www.2020census.gov.  
Households can also re-
spond by phone at 844 
330-2020, or by mail using 
the paper questionnaire 
mailed in April to most 
nonresponding addresses. 

Census takers can be 
easily identified by a valid 
government ID badge with 
their photograph, a U.S. 
Department of Commerce 
watermark, and an expi-
ration date on the badge. 
They are required to wear 
a mask while conducting 
their work and they will 
follow CDC and local pub-
lic health guidelines when 
they visit.

Students will be as-
signed to a class or cohort 
that they will remain in 
for most of the day. Teach-
ers will rotate to students, 
to prevent intermingling. 

State-issued devices 
will be given to all stu-
dents—in case the class-
room has to switch to 
remote learning sud-
denly. K-2nd will receive 
iPads, 3rd-8th will receive 
Chromebooks (beginning 
in the second quarter), 
and AHS students will 
receive laptops. 

Transportation and 
Entering School 

Bussing capacity has 
been reduced by 66%, so 
private transportation is 
highly recommended. For 
those who have to ride 
the bus, students will sit 
one per seat, in a zig-zag 
manner.to achieve social 
distancing guidelines. 

Regarding entering the 
school, the Board has pro-
posed a schedule in which 
students will enter at an 
assigned time (based on 
grade level) and through 
an assigned entrance 
(based on classroom). 

-7:30 a.m.: 2nd grade, 
5th grade, 8th grade and 
seniors

-7:45 a.m.: 1st grade, 
4th grade, 7th grade, and 
juniors/ sophomore

-8:00 a.m.: Kindergar-
ten, 3rd grade, 6th grade, 
and sophomores/ fresh-
man

School meals will be 
staggered and in a grab-
n-go format. Classes will 
then take their meals 
socially distanced in the 
gym, cafeteria, or atrium. 
Recess will be staggered. 
Students will use their 
own school supplies. No 
visitors will be allowed 
past the front office. 

For all in-person learn-
ing families, an interview 
must be scheduled. Each 
teacher will reach out to 
families in his/ her class-
room to schedule these 
and they can take place 
virtually or outside. Dur-
ing this interview, these 
items will be discussed: a 
screening process (includ-
ing the student’s class-
room entrance and arrival 
time), health precautions, 
transportation plan, how 
to work state-issued de-
vice, and the best form of 
communication. 

Regarding what to ex-
pect if someone tests 
positive for COVID

If there is 1 positive 
test in a classroom (23 
students + teacher), the 
classroom will be shut 
down for 1-5 days and 
sanitized. Some students 
may need to quarantined, 
which will be determined 
by public health. If there 
are 2 positive tests in a 

classroom, the classroom 
will be shut down for 14 
days, with the same pro-
cedures taking place. 

Online School/ Remote 
Learning

Remote learning will 
consists of a curriculum 
entirely online, admin-
istrated by a teacher or 
director. That teacher/ 
director will communicate 
weekly supportive mes-
sages and provide daily 
check-ins with students. 
The student will still be 
required to take any nec-
essary summative tests. 
An online teacher will 
set up online orientation 
dates and times with 
students. 

Orientations will dis-
cuss: zoom classroom 
meetings, best form of 
communication, how to 

work state-issued device, 
and how to meet family 
needs. Additionally, K-2 
students will need to iden-
tify a “coach,” who will be 
an in-home support to the 
student’s online learning. 

Families and schools 
are entering a school 
year unlike any other. 
There will be lots of 
unknowns and adjust-
ments. Parents should 
attend the virtual lis-
tening tour during the 
week of Aug. 3-Aug. 
7, with any questions. 
Parents should also see 
the family interview as 
a critical opportunity to 
solidify a plan for the 
fall semester. The school 
board and staff are work-
ing tirelessly to develop 
comprehensive and ef-
fective plans for the fall. 

ABOE

Water main line 

break

ALAMOSA—There was a water main line break 
on first street due to construction. The water will be 
brown in the all of the surrounding areas until the line 
is fixed. Crews are working to get these repairs fixed 
immediately. We will keep everyone updated as soon 
as we have more information. 

New Grant and Loan Fund To Assist Small 

Businesses
ALAMOSA — The San Luis Valley 

Development Resources Group (SLV-
DRG) is partnering with Energize 
Colorado to administer a new hybrid 
grant and loan fund available to Colo-
rado small businesses and non-profits. 
The Energize Colorado Gap Fund will 
provide over $25 million in total fund-
ing to boost businesses impacted by 

COVID-19.  
Sole proprietors, businesses, and 

nonprofits with less than 25 full-time 
employees can apply for up to a $15,000 
grant and a $20,000 loan, for a possible 
combined total of $35,000 in financial 
assistance. 

Applicants must be able to show evi-
dence of the economic hardship their 

business faces due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Potential applicants are advised to 
gather documents such as bank records, 
profit and loss statements, tax filings 
and expense receipts, in preparation 
for their application. 

Application for the Energize Colorado 
Gap Fund is scheduled to begin August 

1, 2020. 
For more information, contact SLV-

DRG at (719) 589-6099 or visit the 
Energize Colorado website at https://
energizecolorado.com/gap-fund/. Inter-
ested businesses or non-profits may also 
sign up for email updates at the same 
website in order stay up to date with 
program information and developments. 

Three members of the San Luis Valley Quilt Guild presented Sheriff Robert Jack-
son, Victim Response Unit Director  Reyna Y. Martinez, and  Victim Advocate 
Assistant Coordinator Latoya Ocana, with 30 quilts. Those delivering the quilts 
were Harriet DeFreece and Cynthia Moore, co-chairman of the guild’s Helping 
Hands Committee and Charlene Fonk, member.  One quilt was  given to Shield 
10-78 for a fund-raiser in order to support first responders in the San Luis Valley. 
Six more quilts will be delivered to the Saguache County Victim’s Response Unit. 

Sheriff’s office accepts 
donations

Meza suspected of 

burglary 
S A N  L U I S 

VALLEY — In 
the early morn-
ing hours of July 
22,  2020,  the 
Monte Vista Po-
lice Department 
responded to an 
alarm at Val-
ley Gun, located 
on the eastside 
of Monte Vista. 
Upon arrival of-
ficers found a 
vehicle had been 
driven through 
the east wall, to 
gain access to 
the business. The 
vehicle fled prior 
to officers arriv-
ing on scene. Af-
ter an intensive 
inves t igat ion , 
Martin Meza, 40, 
with a last known 
address in Monte 
Vista was identi-
fied as a suspect 
in the burglary. 

An arrest war-
rant has been 
issued for Meza 
for burglary and 
numerous other 
charges.  Meza 
should be con-
sidered armed 
and dangerous. If 
you know Meza’s 
w h e r e a b o u t s , 
please contact 
the Monte Vista 
Police Depart-
ment  through 
dispatch at 719-
589-5807 or call 
your local law 
enforcement.  At-
tached is a photo 
of Meza who has 
ties to the San 
Luis Valley and 
Pueblo areas.

T h e  M o n t e 
Vista Police De-
partment  was 
assisted by the 
Bureau of  Al -

cohol, Tobacco 
and  F irearms 
(ATF) in iden-

tifying Meza as 
the suspect in 
this burglary.

Courtesy photo

Martin Meza, 40, is wanted in connec-
tion to a smash-and-grab at Valley 
Gun in Monte Vista. Meza should be 
considered armed and dangerous
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Argus

Hamilton

God Bless 

America...
  HOLLYWOOD — God Bless America, 

and how’s everybody?
    The White House press conference 

Wednesday opened with some welcome 
and long hoped-for news from the phar-
maceutical industry. We knew it had to 
happen eventually. Baby Boomers at 
Pfizer Lab finally invented the vaccine 
for Covid-19, after giving up trying to 
figure out how to go on Zoom.

    The Wall Street Journal reported 
the U.S. faces a population decline as 
the number of babies now born in the 
U.S. isn’t enough to replace the previous 
generation. It was reported Friday that 
Kentucky’s birth rate just hit an all-time 
low. Apparently Covid-19 has put an end 
to family reunions.

    Harvard University proceeded with 
plans to hold classes online while still 
charging students’ families fifty thousand 
dollars tuition this fall. I can’t think of 
a more demoralizing 
college-age experi-
ence. The homecom-
ing party consists of 
going to the refrig-
erator and drinking 
your dad’s beer.

       Kanye West 
tweeted out a cam-
paign statement 
Wednesday that was 
pure Kanye. He re-
ferred to his mother-
in-law as Kris Jung 
Un, he accused his 
wife Kim of cheating 
on Kanye, and said his family tried to 
have him committed. Kanye hasn’t lost 
all his marbles, but there’s definitely a 
hole in the bag.

    Senator Chuck Schumer cracked 
the whip Thursday to try to get Republi-
cans and Democrats to extend the Covid 
emergency relief bill before it expires 
next week. We took a big chance sending 
these guys to Congress. What’s the point 
of the Gambler’s Hot Line if they won’t 
give you any money?

    Secretary of State Mike Pompeo shut 
down China’s consulate in Houston as a 
nest of spies on Wednesday. In other news 
about U.S. policy in Asia, the president 
learned about President Trump’s secret 
plan to destroy North Korea. It involves 
removing Kim Jung Un and installing 
the Mayor of Portland.

    President Trump acknowledged 
Tuesday that relations with China were 
tense over spying allegations lodged by 
the U.S., Britain and Canada. We’re all 
safe for now. According to the rules of 
engagement, Trump cannot start World 
War III until after we have finished fight-
ing the Civil War.

    President Trump began hosting daily 
press conferences updating the nation 
on the progress of the virus response 
Tuesday, including news on the imminent 
release of vaccines. The same day, Joe 
Biden spoke to reporters. He maintained 
that Trump has responded too slowly to 
the polio epidemic.

    President Trump disclosed a market-
cornering deal with Pfizer to provide one 
hundred million doses of Covid vaccine to 
the U.S. They also make Viagra. Twenty 
years ago Trump cornered the market 
on Viagra, and nobody was able to date 
a super-model for five years until his 
contract ran out.

    Joe Biden called President Trump 
America’s first racist president. That’s 
one way of vouching for the early presi-
dential slave owners. Trump responded 
by comparing himself to Lincoln, which 
reminded the Secret Service to tell Trump 
NEVER go to the theater and sit in front 
of Robert de Niro. 

    The Hollywood Reporter reported 
that adult film star Ron Jeremy last week 
pleaded not guilty in Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court to charges that he sexually 
assaulted four women. They try hard to 
give celebrities a fair trial in L.A. If the 
trial winds up with a hung jury at least 
it will be a jury of his peers.

    Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
braced for a new shutdown order from 
the governor Tuesday yet asked Trump 
for federal help with the city’s homeless. 
Just remember this about Los Angeles. 
When the Apocalypse happens and Zom-
bies roam the face of the earth, we were 
WAY ahead of you.

Water in Agriculture:
My whole life I have been involved 

with agriculture in one way or an-
other. I believe, like many of you, 
that water is the lifeblood of our 
communities and our farms. Here 
in the San Luis Valley we have 
the first water right of 1852 in 
the State of Colorado; the People’s 
Ditch was the first irrigation ditch 
in Colorado and is still in operation 
today. In addition, the acequia’s ir-
rigation system was put in to place 
in Costilla and Conejos counties 
early on from Spanish settlers and 
some of my ancestors whom we still 
utilize this system to water crops 
and surrounding land.

Based on a 1 to 4 scale, 4 being 
the worst. We are currently in a 
D3 drought this year and are in 
a major need of moisture. The 
data analyzed by the US Drought 
monitor further identifies the need. 
As such, the San Luis Valley and 
Southern Colorado is currently 
suffering from the effects of this 
severe drought. During this time 
the drought has made it more dif-
ficult for agriculture farmers whom 

are in need of moister in order to 
support their crops for harvest.

Many of us farmers have relied 
on the surface water run off for 
water in past years. However, our 
reservoirs are low, water is scarce 
and we are in need of moisture to 
keep going. This year the river 
water has been depleted due to 
lack of snow pack in the mountains 
and many individuals are utilizing 
their irrigation wells to supply 
water to the crops through center 
pivot irrigation.

The farms in our communities are 
now struggling to keep crops alive.

While a lot of the state does not 
understand why this is important, 
this struggle could lead to a domino 
effect for the state. For example, 
if the farmers are unable to keep 
their crops alive then they would 
be unable to harvest and sell their 
produce. This could lead to not only 
higher prices in produce, but could 
stop the farmer from stimulating 
the local economy by buying the 
things needed to maintain the 
farm. If they are unable to buy 

more for their farm they cannot 
produce more crops and the busi-
nesses they buy from would not 
have the revenue they need to be 
sustainable.

This is an ongoing cycle. The 
drought leads to more issues than 
simply not enough water. It could 
lead to a loss of economic develop-
ment and business.

In short, the San Luis Valley 
and Southern Colorado are a huge 
agriculture area where we depend 
greatly on our water and need to 
continue to keep our water in the 
basin. Please join me and continue 
to buy local and help the local farm-
ers in our area.

I remain committed to advocating 
for agriculture and for you in this 
important time of food insecurity 
and our precious resource, our 
water and the communities we 
call home!

Thank you,
State Representative Donald 

Valdez
Donald .Valdez .house@state .

co.us

Lopez for Senate
Dear Editor:

I was very excited when Carlos 
Lopez  told me he was consider-
ing running for the Colorado 
State Senate in 2020, not only 
because he’ll make a great Sena-
tor, but also because I know he 
is passionate about southern 
Colorado and its future. As a fel-
low city council member, I knew 

first-hand of the many things 
he’d done to advance Trinidad 
while serving on city council for 
3 ½ years.  He is an advocate for 
our youth, having single-hand-
edly brought the Youth Club of 
Trinidad to fruition.  I saw him 
in action as the community came 
together to address homeless-
ness with sustainable housing.  
He was in from the start for the 

development of Space to Create, 
a huge economic opportunity for 
Trinidad. In fact, he has had a 
hand in quite a few advance-
ments in our community. I have 
no doubt he will do for Southern 
Colorado what he has done for 
Trinidad. 

Pat Fletcher

 “Runners and Cyclists, 

Be smart and safe”
A few days ago, I was approaching 

the corner of Weber and  Carroll St.   
Carroll has a stop sign, and Weber is 
a through street.  Two young women 
(Jr. High age)  were running along 
Carroll St.  They never paused, but 
ran right across Weber with never 
a sideways glance.  It was fortunate 
that I saw them, or I might have hit 
them.   I have seen other runners 
and cyclists do the same around 

town.  I have also seen groups of 
runners spread out into the street, 
blocking lanes of traffic. We all want 
our streets to be safe for everyone 
who uses them, but everyone must 
obey the same rules.  Cyclists and 
runners, please remember to stop at 
stop signs, and be aware of the traf-
fic around you.  Be smart and safe!

Nancy Mead

TSJC ready for 2020
Trinidad State is preparing for a face-

to-face fall semester opening on August 
17.  In fact, some hands-on classes are 
back in session at the Valley Campus.  
Here, student Hunter Dyer practices his 
welding skills in the welding classroom 

at Trinidad State’s downtown campus.
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Bible Digest
Friday, July 24, 2020
“Now to the King eter-

nal, immortal, invisible, 
the only wise God, be 
honor and glory for ever 
and ever. Amen.” (1 Timo-
thy 1:17 AKJV)

God is on the throne and 
one day all will know it 
without a doubt.

 
Saturday, July 25, 

2020
“I exhort therefore, that, 

first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men; For 
kings, and for all that are 
in authority; that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and 
honesty.” (1 Timothy 2:1-
2 AKJV)

Pray for our leaders. We 
live in difficult days. 

Sunday, July 26, 2020
“Great in counsel, and 

mighty in work: for your 
eyes are open on all the 
ways of the sons of men: 
to give every one according 
to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings:” 
(Jeremiah 32:19 AKJV)

God sees all and knows 
all. Is He pleased in what 
He sees in us?

Monday, July 27, 2020

“For there is one God, 
and one mediator between 
God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus;” (1 Timothy 
2:5 AKJV)

No one can take the 
place of Jesus. He is the 
only way to Heaven. 

Tuesday, July 28, 
2020

“And they have turned 
to me the back, and not 
the face: though I taught 
them, rising up early 
and teaching them, yet 
they have not listened to 
receive instruction.” (Jer-
emiah 32:33 AKJV)

Have you turned your 
back on God? That is a ter-
rible and costly mistake. 
Repent before it is too late. 

Wednesday, July 29, 

2020
“Charge them that are 

rich in this world, that 
they be not high minded, 
nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living 
God, who gives us richly 
all things to enjoy;” (1 
Timothy 6:17 AKJV)

Riches can come and go. 
We must our confidence in 
the Lord. 

Thursday, July 30, 
2020

“And I will give them one 
heart, and one way, that 
they may fear me for ever, 
for the good of them, and of 
their children after them:” 
(Jeremiah 32:39 AKJV)

God is gracious and pa-
tient. Let’s pray that He 
would give us a heart for 
Him. We need Him!

Democrats face faith questions that will not go away
 It didn’t matter where Pete 

Buttigieg traveled in Iowa for the early 
Democratic Party primaries -- voters 
kept asking similar questions.

 Yes, they asked about his status 
as the first openly gay major-party can-
didate to seek the presidency. 
But they also wanted to know 
how his faith journey into the 
Episcopal Church affected his 
life and his take on politics.

 “Those who are on 
my side of the aisle, those 
who view themselves as more 
progressive, are sometimes 
allergic to talking about faith 
in a way that I’m afraid has 
made it feel as if God really 
did have one political party,” 
said Buttigieg, addressing a 
webinar for clergy and lay-
people in his denomination’s 
House of Deputies.

 “It was very important to me to 
assert otherwise, but also to talk about 
the political implications of the com-
mandments to concern ourselves with the 
well-being of the most marginalized and 
the most vulnerable and the idea that 
salvation has to do with standing with 
and for those who are cast out in society. 
... That energy carried the campaign in 
ways that I never would have guessed.”

 However, highly motivated 
religious believers are, of course, often 
divided by conflicts about doctrine that 
then spill over into politics.

 Buttigieg waded into one such 
controversy during the campaign when 
candidate Beto O’Rourke said congre-
gations and religious institutions that 

reject same-sex marriage should lose 
their tax-exempt status.

 “If we want to talk about anti-
discrimination law for a school or an 
organization, absolutely. They should 
not be able to discriminate,” said But-

tigieg, on CNN’s “State of the 
Union” broadcast. “But going 
after the tax exemption of 
churches, Islamic centers or 
other religious facilities in 
this country, I think that’s just 
going to deepen the divisions 
we are already experiencing.”

 Other Democrats face 
similar hot-button issues. For-
mer Vice President Joe Biden, 
during his fight over the “soul 
of the nation” with President 
Donald Trump, is sure to hear 
questions about his Catholic 
faith and his evolving beliefs 

on moral and political issues.
 Biden backed the Religious 

Freedom Restoration Act in 1993 and 
the Defense of Marriage Act in 1996. 
His views changed while serving with 
President Barack Obama.

 A key moment came in 2016, 
when Biden performed a same-sex mar-
riage rite. At that point, three prominent 
bishops -- including the president of the 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops -- posted a message online stat-
ing that this act would cause confusion 
about Catholic doctrines on marriage and 
the “corresponding moral obligations of 
Catholics. What we see is a counter wit-
ness, instead of a faithful one founded 
in the truth.”

 Catholic voters who are active in 

church life, to one degree or another, are 
often pivotal swing voters in American 
elections. Trump’s success with Catholics 
was crucial in 2016, especially in Rust 
Belt states.

 However, strategists now have 
to recognize the clout of a very different 
group of Americans -- the rapidly grow-
ing number of religiously unaffiliated 
voters. Combined with atheists and 
agnostics, these “nones” have become 
the Democratic Party’s largest religion-
linked group.

 The Biden team is hiring spe-
cialists to work with a variety of faith 
groups -- even evangelical Protestants. 
But that is not enough in 2020.

 “It’s always good when candi-
dates reach out to religious groups,” 
noted political scientist Ryan P. Burge 
of Eastern Illinois University, co-founder 
of the Religion in Public website. “But 
if I had Biden’s ear, I would say that 
he needs to find a way to reach out to 

‘nothing in particulars.’ They are 20% of 
the population, aren’t super motivated 
to vote and have trended away” from 
Democrats since 2008.

 The bottom line, said Buttigieg, 
is that political leaders cannot ignore 
the fact that religious faith affects how 
millions of Americans approach pivotal 
issues in American life -- from race to 
health care, from climate change to 
economic justice. This remains true, he 
said, even though this is “no longer a 
time in which religious institutions hold 
a monopoly on trust and truth. I believe 
that to be a good thing.”

 Yet somehow, Americans must 
regain some shared sense of “trust 
amongst people -- in one another, not 
just in our institutions,” he explained. 
“If no one has the authority or cred-
ibility of being a trusted source, then, 
perversely, people will trust some of 
the most untrustworthy places and 
things.”

On Religion

Terry Mattingly
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DENVER— Governor 
Jared Polis provided an 
update on testing in Colo-
rado on Thursday. 

“Testing continues to 
be a critical part of Colo-
rado’s strategy to combat 
this virus and I’m proud 
of the incredible work our 
state lab has done over 
these past few months to 
increase capacity. There 
is still a lot of work to 
do to ensure that every 
Coloradan can get tested 
and receive results in a 
timely manner and we 
will continue working 
with private partners to 
ensure those goals are 
met,” said Governor Jar-
ed Polis. “I want to thank 
our front line health care 
workers across the state 
who are serving their 
communities and sup-
porting our response to 
this pandemic. Colora-
dans can support them 
wearing masks when we 
leave the house, washing 
our hands, and following 
social distancing proto-
col and reducing social 
interactions as much as 
possible.”

Colorado remains com-
mitted to the following 
three goals in the ap-
proach to maintaining 
COVID-19:

Acquiring more PPE, 
including masks, gloves, 
gowns, face shields, and 
testing equipment;

Expanding testing, 
tracking, and tracing 
capacity;

Ensuring hospitals and 
local public health agen-
cies can meet the need if 
we do have another surge 
of cases.

The  Governor  an -
nounced that as a result 
of state lab expansion and 
partnerships with the 
private sector, Colorado 
has increased testing 
from 160 Coloradans 
per day back in March 
to administering over 
10,000 tests per day on 
average and exceeding 
12,000 tests a day in 
recent days. On July 19, 
the state lab processed 
an all time high of 3,803 
tests. That day, Colo-
rado also hit our overall 
combined high between 
the state lab and private 
labs with 12,413 tests 
processed. Colorado’s 
7-day average is 10,317 
tests per day total, and 
more than 3,000 for the 
state lab. The state lab 
has also added a third, 
overnight shift to process 
more tests and keep turn 
around time low.

The state has also 
worked to increase sup-
plies. Since April, Colora-
do has purchased 300,000 
tests and 450,000 swab 
kits through interna-
tional suppliers, and is 
expecting 300,000 more 
tests plus 800,000 swab 
kits over the next eight 
weeks. Another 300,000 
swabs have been pur-
chased and delivered 
from United States sup-
pliers, and 500,000 kits 

are expected by the end 
of September. 

Colorado is also work-
ing to expand and diver-
sify testing capacity as 
much as possible through 
innovation, introducing 
new and more efficient 
testing methods. That’s 
why the state lab has 
invoked the authority 
from the Federal Drug 
Administration to ap-
prove novel tests for 
use in Colorado. Over 
the next few weeks, the 
state will be evaluating 
an innovative saliva test 
that has the potential 
to significantly expand 
surveillance testing ca-
pabilities. Over time, 
academic and private lab 
partners will be expand-
ing the types of samples 
that can be collected for 
testing, including work-
ing with Curative to in-
troduce a cheek swab test 
in Colorado, in settings 
where repeated testing 
is appropriate.

Contract tracing is an-
other key element of how 
Colorado will reach its 
goals. Thanks to the 115 
full-time COVID-19 case 
investigators and con-
tact tracers Colorado’s 
Department of Public 
Health & Environment, 
Colorado has been able 
to reach out to 96% of 
positive cases within a 
48 hour window, where 
72% have responded. 
Last month, Gov. Polis 
announced that the Cor-
poration for National 
and Community Service 
(CNCS) would be mobiliz-
ing more than 800 Ameri-
Corps and Senior Corps 
members to support the 
State of Colorado’s CO-
VID-19 response through 
contact tracing and other 
associated work. To date, 
423 contact tracers have 
started working, and an 
additional 300 Ameri-
Corps NCCC members, 
350 VISTA Summer As-
sociates, and 100-200 
Senior Corps volunteers 
will be joining them over 
the course of the next 
year.

The Governor released 
an update to the Execu-
tive Order today requir-
ing a cease in alcohol 
beverage sales to end 
consumers at 10:00 p.m. 
MDT each day. Rather 
than applying to all who 
are licensed to sell alco-
hol, the Executive Order 
has been amended to ap-
ply to only those who are 
licensed to sell alcohol for 
on-premises consump-
tion. Alcohol may still 
be delivered and grocery 
and liquor stores may 
continue alcohol sales 
after 10:00 p.m. Last call 
for sales for on-premise 
alcohol consumption or 
takeout alcohol orders is 
at 10:00 p.m. This takes 
effect at 10:00 p.m. to-
day, July 23, 2020. Gov. 
Polis also extended an 
Executive Order allow-
ing voluntary or elective 
surgeries.

C O L O R A D O — 
CHSAA commissioner 
Rhonda Blanford-Green 
provided the following 
update last Thursday 
regarding sports and ac-
tivities in 2020-21:

“Our office supports 
and respects the time 
taken at the state level 
to evaluate our proposed 
options for resuming 
athletics and activities 
for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Their timeline is 
our timeline, and we will 
be ready to play, with 
planned modifications, 
once approved.

“We are appreciative of 
the guidance and leader-
ship from the CHSAA 
Board of Directors and 

the Sports Medicine Ad-
visory Committee as we 
look to the 2020-2021 
school year.

“The CHSAA staff will 
continue to advocate 
within our submitted 
proposals to conduct all 
programs within the Gov-
ernor’s safety guidelines, 
phases and requirements.

“We will keep our school 
communities informed 
and we wil l  provide 
definitive answers and 
timelines once they are 
approved by the Gover-
nor’s office.

“State,  educational 
and athletic leaders are 
all working together in 
these fluid times to get 
our students, coaches, 

Update regarding sports and 

activities in 2020-2021

officials and support staff 
safely back to the courts, 

fields, stages, pools, and 
classrooms.”

Gov. Polis Provides 

Update on Colorado 

COVID-19 Response

Find us online at 

alamosanews.com
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House and Garden

Laundry room renovations 

you’ll love 
Does it seem like your 

hamper is always full and 
the washing machine is 
running constantly? You 
may not be imagining it. 
Laundry Butler for You, 
a wash, dry and fold 
service, says the aver-
age household washes 
50 pounds of laundry a 
week and 6,000 articles 
of clothing every year. 
Families with children at 
home are doing laundry 
most often, and those 
with pets may find there 
is ample laundry to wash 
as well.

With so much laun-
dry being generated, 
homeowners may want 
to consider paying ex-
tra attention to the 
space in the house where 
their clothing is being 
cleansed. Laundry room 
renovations may not top 
homeowners’ priority 
lists, but it may be time 
to give these rooms an-
other look. 

Assess your equip-
ment

If your appliances are 
aging, a laundry room 
renovation can start 
with an investment in 
new appliances. New 
models have large ca-
pacity loads, tend to 
be energy-efficient and 
could have innovative 
features that help fit 
with your laundry life-
style. Purchasing front-
loading models also can 
free up design space, as 
you can install a counter 
directly above the units, 

saving room for other 
items like drying racks.

Figure out your 
room needs

A laundry room need 
not be limited to laundry 
only. Many homeown-
ers make large laundry 
rooms catch-all spaces 
that can serve as utility 
or mud rooms, pantry 
overflows, or off-season 
storage areas. Consider 
the functions you want 
the room to serve and 
include those ideas in 
your designs.

Add some natural 
light

If possible, include a 
window in your laundry 
room. Natural light can 
help make the room more 
enjoyable. It also can 
help you identify stains 
on clothes that need to 
be addressed and make 
it easier to fold matching 
items like socks.

Think about a util-
ity sink

Many washing ma-
chines drain out directly 
to waste pipes in the 
floor or wall, but you 
also can opt to have them 
empty into a utility sink. 
This sink also provides 
a convenient place to 
handwash items, clean 
tools or paintbrushes, 
or store items that per-
haps you do not want to 
bring into a bathroom or 
kitchen sink.

Include some flair
This utilitarian space 

need not be boring or be-
reft of design elements. 

Mirror your home’s style 
in the laundry room, and 
include wall hangings, 
plants, accent items, 
and even task lighting. 
Play up certain features 
with a bold floor tile or 
brightly colored walls.

Updat ing  laundry 
rooms can be a great way 
to make doing laundry 
more enjoyable and ef-
ficient.  FH208138

Courtesy photo

Laundry room renova-
tions may not top home-
owners’ priority lists, but 
it may be time to give 
these rooms another 
look. 

What to do to prepare 

your garden for winter
Gardens provide an idyl-

lic escape from the hustle 
and bustle of everyday 
life. In fact, many garden-
ing enthusiasts typically 
cannot wait for the spring 
thaw so they can spend 
the next several months 
tending to their plants 
under the warm sun. But 
a gardener’s work is never 
truly done, and the work 
to make gardens stun in 
the spring actually begins 
during the preceding fall.

Preparing gardens 
for winter is an impor-
tant step that can help 
homeowners ensure their 
gardens return to full 
strength in the spring. The 
tasks necessary to prepare 
gardens for winter may 
depend on what homeown-
ers are planting, but the 
following are some general 
maintenance suggestions 
that can keep gardens safe 
this winter.

• Remove weeds and de-
bris. Weeds and debris are 
unsightly and detrimental 
to plant life in spring, but 
they also can be harmful 
in the winter. Weeds and 
debris left to linger in gar-
dens through the winter 

provide overwintering 
spots for insects and can 
contribute to disease. So 
it’s imperative that weeds 
and debris are removed 
before the ground hardens 
in winter. Don’t wait until 
the ground hardens, as 
that can make it hard to 
remove the roots of weeds, 
adversely affecting the 
garden as a result.

• Prepare the soil. The 
Farmer’s Almanac advises 
homeowners to gently till 
the soil in their gardens 
so they can expose any 
insects before they settle 
in for the winter. Once 
garden soil is exposed, add 
a layer of compost, leaves, 
aged manure, and, if nec-
essary, lime, gently tilling 
it into the soil. According 
to the North Carolina Co-
operative Extension, the 
only accurate way to de-
termine if lawn or garden 
soil needs lime is to test 
it. Lime makes soil less 
acidic and reduces soil 
pH. Low soil pH makes 
it hard for certain plants 
to grow, but acidic soil 
is ideal when growing 
blueberries. Test the soil 
for lime and amend it de-

pending on what you hope 
to grow in the spring so 
it’s ready to thrive when 
winter ends.

• Remove dead or dis-
eased plants. Dead or 
diseased plants should 
not be left in the garden 
through the winter. These 
plants can attract insects 
and are vulnerable to 
disease, which can make 
it hard for the garden to 
thrive in the spring.

• Protect fruit trees. 
If you have fruit trees, 
install mouse guards 
around the base to pre-
vent mice and voles from 
killing the trees over the 
winter. If left to their own 
devices over the winter, 
mice and voles may eat 
the bark of fruit trees, kill-
ing the trees as a result. 
The Farmer’s Almanac 
notes that mouse guards 
made of fine mesh hard-
ware cloth can effectively 
protect fruit trees from 
hungry mice and voles 
over the winter.

A gardener’s work is 
never done, and the work 
to create beautiful spring 
gardens begins in the fall.  
FH208143

Courtesy photo

 A gardener’s work is never truly done, and the work to make gardens stun in 
the spring actually begins during the preceding fall.
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HELP WANTED

T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications 
for the following posi-
tion at Ortega Middle 
School: English Teacher. 
Must possess a Colo-
rado Teachers License. 
Applications are avail-
able online at https://
dist.alamosa.k12.co.us. 
For more information, 
contact Mindi Van Ry 
at 719-587-1600. Appli-
cation deadline is until 
filled. EOE.(8/1)
LOOKING FOR A 
career opportunity and 
being a part of your local 
community? 1st South-
west Bank is hiring a 
Deposit Services Spe-
cialist, offering a strong 
benefit package & career 
growth opportunities.  
EOE. Go to  https://
www.fswb.bank/who-
we-are/careers/ for more 
details & to apply.
T H E  A L A M O S A 
SCHOOL District is 
accepting applications at 
Alamosa High School, 
Ortega Middle School 
and Alamosa Elemen-
tary 3-5 for the follow-
ing positions: Building 
Night Janitors. Appli-
cations are available 
online at https://www.
alamosa.k12.co.us. For 
more information, con-
tact Mindi Van Ry at 
719-587-1600. Applica-
tion deadline August 1, 
2020. EOE.(8/1)
LOCAL PORTABLE 
BU I LDI NG dea le r 
looking for dealers in 
Alamosa. Good income 
potential. No buy in re-
quired. Must have ex-
isting business or own 
independent source lot 
or property. Training 
provided. Call 970-946-
4230.(8/1)
COMMUNITY OUT-
R E A C H  O R G A -
NIZER job opening in 
Antonito. Please vis-
it  https://antonitotogeth-
er.org/?page_id=344 
for more information. 
Deadline extended to 
August 3, 2020.(7/31)
T H E  S LV  I M M I -
GR A N T  Re s o u r c e 
Center is accepting ap-
plications for a full-time 
Immigrant Advocate 
position. This position 
requires working with 
people from a variety of 
cultures and countries 
providing legal services 
surrounding immigra-
tion issues. The posi-
tion also entails working 
with victims of domes-
tic violence and other 
crimes. Candidates must 
possess a Bachelor’s de-
gree, must be bilingual 
in the English and Span-
ish languages, and have 
a flexible work schedule, 
including some week-
ends. Preferred candi-
dates must have some 
knowledge and experi-
ence in immigration law 
and issues. Send resume 
and cover letter to P.O. 
Box 1534, Alamosa, CO 
81101.(7/31) 
THE TOWN OF La 
Jara is accepting ap-
plications for Police 
Officer. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
cer tif ied; will ing to 
submit to background 
and criminal history 
checks as well as a psy-
chological test. Starting 
salary is $36,000 with 
vision, dental and medi-
cal insurance and paid 
holidays. Applications 
may be picked up at 
La Jara Town Hall, 221 
Broadway or at Colorado 
Workforce Center in 
Alamosa.(7/29)

221
HELP WANTED

THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa Police Department 
is accepting applications 
a full-time Community 
Service Officer, a uni-
formed non-sworn po-
sition. General duties 
include Ordinance and 
Code enforcement, in-
cluding animal control, 
weeds, trash, and park-
ing enforcement, issuing 
written notices of viola-
tions and summons and 
complaints to offenders 
as required. Hiring sal-
ary is $18.00 per hour in-
cluding a comprehensive 
medical benefits pack-
age, retirement plan, and 
vacation and sick leave. 
A full job description, 
announcement, and ap-
plication are available at 
www.cityofalamosa.org. 
The position is subject 
to pre-employment tests.  
Deadline is July 24, 2020 
at 5 pm.(7/24)
THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is seeking a Tem-
porary Site Manager 
for Homeless Isolation/
Quarant ine Housing 
$2,400 bi-weekly and a 
$3,000 bonus for com-
pleting the duration of 
the temporary position. 
For a full job descrip-
tion and to apply visit 
the cityofalamosa.org. 
Protected by EOE laws. 
Open until filled.(8/5)
POLICE CHIEF: THE 
Town of South Fork is 
seeking qualified ap-
plicants for the position 
of Chief of Police.  The 
Chief of Police provides 
oversight of all activities 
of the Police Depart-
ment including, but not 
limited to administra-
tion, communication, 
investigation, patrol, and 
supervision. The Police 
Chief also actively par-
ticipates in routine daily 
patrol shifts and provides 
24 hour on call police 
coverage for the Town.  
Qualifications: Colo-
rado POST Certification 
is required and mini-
mum of five (5) years 
of supervisory level law 
enforcement experience 
for a similar or larger 
organization, with com-
mand level experience 
preferred.  High School 
graduate or equivalent 
required and bachelor 
degree is preferred. Can-
didate should be able to 
demonstrate knowledge 
of police department 
operations, personnel 
management, knowledge 
of best practices in mu-
nicipal police services, 
and local government ad-
ministration. Applicants 
must be willing to under-
go; an Oral Board, Psy-
chological Evaluation, 
Background Investiga-
tion, Drug Testing, and 
Physical. Salary range 
is $48,000 to $56,000 
DOQ.  The Town of 
South Fork offers an 
attractive benefits pack-
age and assigned police 
vehicle.  The application 
and position information 
is available at www.colo-
rado.gov/southforkcolo-
rado.  Position is open 
until filled, first review of 
applications is to begin 
on August 1, 2020.  The 
Town of South Fork is 
an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.(7/25)
SANGRE DE CRISTO 
School District is seeking 
an assistant HS Football 
coach for the 2020/2021 
season. Applications 
may be downloaded 
from sdc.schooldesk.
net. For more informa-
tion contact Dave Curtis 
at 719-378-2321 or 719-
588-8185.(8/5)

221
HELP WANTED

SALES POSITION 
AVAILABLE. Must 
have own transportation. 
Call Ztec Construction 
719-992-1396.(8/1)
SANFORD SCHOOL 
IS looking for a para-
professional to work 
with elementary students 
during the 2020-2021 
School Year.  An as-
sociate’s degree or two 
years of college courses 
preferred. Applications 
can be downloaded 
f rom www.sa n ford-
schools.org. Position 
opened until filled. San-
ford School is an EOE & 
E.(7/31)
RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY is seeking a Dis-
patch/Detention Officer.  
High School Diploma 
or GED, or one to three 
months related experi-
ence and/or training or 
equivalent combination 
of education and experi-
ence.  Interaction with 
inmates required. Must 
be 21 years of age, pass 
background investiga-
tion and 5 panel drug 
test, including testing 
for marijuana required. 
Inmate interaction re-
quired.   $14.57/per hour.  
Pick up and submit ap-
plications to Human Re-
sources 925 6th Street, 
Room 200, Del Norte, 
CO 81132. Applications 
also available online at 
www.riograndecounty.
org. (8/12)
SAGUACHE COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT of So-
cial Services is now ac-
cepting proposals for the 
contract of Department 
Attorney. Position in-
cludes review and pre-
sentation of department 
cases to judicial court, 
any matters consequen-
tial or incidental to cases 
and appeals. This in-
cludes counseling and 
advising staff and Di-
rector on child welfare, 
abuse or neglect, child 
support enforcement and 
adult protection cases, 
attendance to staff meet-
ings, and possible con-
ferences or training as 
appropriate and agreed 
upon.  Send resume and 
proposal to Saguache 
County Social Services, 
PO Box 215, Saguache, 
CO  81149  no later than 
July 24, 2020.  Saguache 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Service 
Provider.(7/24)
SAGUACHE COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT of So-
cial Services is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the position of Income 
Maintenance Technician. 
Position determines eli-
gibility and benefit deliv-
ery for Medicaid, Food 
assistance, Colorado 
Works, and other income 
assistance programs.  No 
degree or specialized 
training necessary, but 
includes a great oppor-
tunity for State train-
ing.  Bilingual ability 
is preferred and given 
consideration, but not 
required.  Starting salary 
is minimum $26,000 per 
year and full benefits, 
depending on experi-
ence.  Applications and 
complete job descrip-
tions are available at 605 
Christy Ave., Saguache, 
Colorado, by visiting the 
Saguache County web-
site at Saguache County.
net or by calling (719) 
655-2537 and requesting 
one be mailed.  Com-
pleted applications must 
be received by Saguache 
County Social Services 
no later than 4:00 pm. on 
July 24, 2020.  Saguache 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.(7/24)

221
HELP WANTED

C O N S T RU C T I O N 
HELPERS NEEDED. 
Full / Part time. Must be 
reliable and dependable. 
Call Ztec Construction 
719-992-1396.(8/5)
HIRING AUTO AND 
diesel mechanics. Email 
edgarenterpr iseinc@
gmail.com for applica-
tion or pick up at Every-
thing Auto and Diesel, 
701 Spruce, La Jara.(8/4)
HIRING JOURNEY-
MAN ELECTRICIAN 
full time year round 
work. Call Mike 719-
588-4142.(8/12)
THE DEL NORTE Jr/
SR High School is ac-
cepting applications for 
a full-time Physical Edu-
cation Teacher. The posi-
tion would include Ju-
nior High PE classes and 
High School Strength 
and Conditioning class. 
To apply please visit dnc-
sd.org to download the 
application and submit 
completed applications 
to Aaron Horrocks at 
ahorrocks@urtigers.co 
or cal 719-657-4040 ext 
1001 for more informa-
tion.(8/7)
GROWING AND EX-
PANDING Needing 
Driver/Counter Sales 
Pro. Must have good 
MVR and great work 
ethic. Stop by Carquest 
Auto Parts at 302 State 
Ave. Alamosa, CO. for 
an application. No phone 
calls please.(7/25)
THE NORTH CONE-
JOS School District is 
accepting applications 
for Centauri High School 
assistant boys basketball 
coaches.  Applications 
are available at the Ad-
ministration Office or 
can be downloaded at 
www.northconejos.com.  
Submit application to 
Mr. Curt Wilson, Super-
intendent. Call 274-5174 
with questions. Applica-
tion deadline is until 
filled. EOE.(7/25)
M O N T E  V I S T A 
S C H O O L  D i s t r i c t 
is accepting applica-
tions for a HS Science 
Teacher(Chemist ry). 
Visit the district website 
for a complete list of de-
sired qualifications and 
experience. Monte Vista 
School District offers a 
competitive salary and 
excellent benefit pack-
age including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
and life coverage. Appli-
cations may be submit-
ted through our online 
employment applica-
tion https://ww2.monte.
k12.co.us/employment-
opportunities.html by 
July 20, 2020, or until 
the position is filled. For 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996.
(7/29)
T H E  T O W N  O F 
Manassa is now accept-
ing applications for a 
police officer position. 
You may pick up ap-
plications at the Town 
Hall in Manassa Monday 
– Wednesday 8-4.(7/28)
THE SAN LUIS Val-
ley Local Foods Co-
a l it ion is seek ing a 
RGFP Program Director 
to manage and imple-
ment Rio Grande Farm 
Park programs and op-
erations. Job descrip-
tion available at www.
slvlocalfoods.org. Please 
submit Resume and Cov-
er Letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.
com  by July 31st. Ques-
tions call 719-937-2319.
(7/25)    

221
HELP WANTED

WANTED PAINTER 
AT least 1-year experi-
ence. Wages based on 
experience. Call 719-
588-0996.(7/24)
THE CITY OF Ala-
mosa is accepting ap-
plications fill multiple 
full-time Water/Waste-
water Technician I posi-
tions. Job duties include 
performing operations, 
maintenance, and repairs 
within the water and 
sewer divisions under 
the supervisor of senior 
personnel.  This position 
is also responsible to 
provide on-call service 
on a rotating basis to 
cover after-hours repairs 
and maintenance, as re-
quired. Starting salary is 
$16.46 per hour includ-
ing a comprehensive 
health benefits package, 
CO PERA retirement, 
and vacation, personal, 
and sick leave.  A full job 
description, announce-
ment, and application 
are available at www.
cityofalamosa.org. The 
position is subject to pre-
employment tests. Dead-
line is July 24, 2020 at 5 
pm.(7/24)
SAGUACHE COUN-
TY, COLORADO, is 
seeking to fill the posi-
tion of Public Health 
Director. The position 
requires a master’s de-
gree in a public health 
discipline; a nurse can-
didate shall be licensed 
to practice in Colorado 
within six months of 
hire; OR, similar expe-
rience to a nurse with 
exemplary history and 
at least two years of 
administrative experi-
ence in public health, 
and willing to seek ad-
ditional public health 
education and experi-
ence within five years 
of hire. A complete job 
description and quali-
fications are available 
online at: http://www.
saguachecounty-co.gov. 
Must possess and main-
tain a valid driver’s li-
cense. Saguache County 
is a drug-free workplace. 
All inquiries should be 
directed to: Saguache 
County Administration. 
E-mail: wmaez@sagua-
checounty-co.gov phone: 
719-655-2231, fax 719-
655-2635. Applicants 
must submit a job ap-
plication, cover letter, 
and a resume. Resumes 
must not exceed three 
pages in length. The job 
application is available 
online at http://www.
saguachecounty-co.gov/
administration-home. 
Submit cover letter, job 
application, and resume 
to the following address: 
Saguache County Ad-
ministration, P.O. Box 
10 0,  Saguache,  CO 
81149 wmaez@sagua-
checounty-co.gov. Faxed 
and emailed applications 
are accepted.(8/7)
T H E  SAG UAC H E 
COUNTY Land Use 
Office is accepting ap-
pl icat ions for a ful l 
time Saguache County 
Code Enforcement Of-
ficer.  Applicants must 
have a valid Colorado 
Divers License, must 
pass a criminal back-
ground check as well 
as a pre-employment 
drug test.Applications 
will be accepted until 
filled. Applications and 
job descriptions may be 
found on www.sagua-
checounty.net or may be 
emailed to you, please 
contact April Quintana 
at 719-655-2231. Sagua-
che County is an equal 
opportunity employer.
(8/7)

Sell your household items for FREE. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. FREE 

ads include 20 words or less and run 5 times.

SERVING: ALAMOSA  •  RIO GRANDE  •  CONEJOS  •  COSTILLA  •  SAGUACHE  •  MINERAL COUNTIES

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory

Saguache County is currently accepting proposals for the Saguache 
County 2020 Fiscal Year audit.  The ideal firm or individual will have 
extensive knowledge and experience related to conducting govern-
mental audits in accordance with generally accepted accounting and 
auditing standards, and preparing financial statements that conform 
to all state, federal and industry guidelines.  
All interested parties should submit a letter of interest and a proposal 
for services by November 6, 2020 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache County 
Administration office.  For additional information contact Saguache 
County Administration at 719-655-2231 or wmaez@saguachecounty-
co.gov. 
No. 1526
Published in the Valley Courier on July 10, 17, 24, 31, August 7, 14, 
21, 28, September 4, 11, 18, 25, October 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30, 2020.

TOWN OF ANTONITO

ANTONITO, CO

WASTEWATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids for the construction of the Wastewater System Improve-
ments will be received, by Town of Antonito, at the Antonito Town Hall, 
515 River Street, Antonito, CO 81120, until   1:00 p.m.   local time 
on   August 6, 2020   , at which time the Bids received will be publicly 
opened and read.  The Project consists of constructing new mechani-
cal wastewater treatment plant (headworks screen, moving-bed bio-
film reactor system, secondary clarifiers, UV disinfection system, etc.) 
lift station improvements, and collection line replacement.
Bids will be received for a single prime Contract.  Bids shall be on a 
lump sum basis, with additive alternate bid item as indicated in the 
Bid Form.
The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is:  Atencio Engineer-
ing, Inc., #1 N. Parkway, Suite B, (P.O. Box 20364) Colorado City, 
CO 81019.  Contact Person is Clay Burleson and can be contacted 
at (719) 676-2551 or via email cburleson@atencioengineering.com.  
Prospective Bidders may examine the Bidding Documents at the An-
tonito Town Hall, 515 River Street, Antonito, CO 81120, on Mondays 
through Thursdays between the hours of 10:00 AM –-3:00 PM.
Bidding Documents may be ordered online for a non-refundable 
charge of $ 75.00 , by email registration with the Issuing Office.  Fol-
lowing receipt of payment and registration, complete sets of Bidding 
Documents may be downloaded from the Issuing Office’s website as 
portable document format (PDF) files.  Alternatively, printed Bidding 
Documents may be obtained from the Issuing Office via mail, upon 
Issuing Office’s receipt of payment for the Bidding Documents.  The 
non-refundable cost of printed Bidding Documents is $ 200.00   per 
set, payable to “Atencio Engineering”, plus a non-refundable shipping 
charge..  Upon Issuing Office’s receipt of payment, printed Bidding 
Documents will be sent via the prospective Bidder’s delivery method 
of choice; the shipping charge will depend on the shipping method 
chosen.  The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by 
the Issuing Office will be considered the prospective Bidder’s date 
of receipt of the Bidding Documents.  Partial sets of Bidding Docu-
ments will not be available from the Issuing Office.  Neither Owner nor 
Engineer will be responsible for full or partial sets of Bidding Docu-
ments, including Addenda if any, obtained from sources other than 
the Issuing Office.
A pre-bid conference will be held at   1:00 PM   local time on  July 
15, 2020 at the Antonito Town Hall, 515 River Street, Antonito, CO 
81120.  Attendance at the pre-bid conference is highly encouraged 
but is not mandatory.
Bid security shall be furnished in accordance with the Instructions 
to Bidders.
Section 746 of Title VII of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 
2017 (Division A - Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017) 
and subsequent statutes mandating domestic preference applies an 
American Iron and Steel requirement to this project. All listed iron and 
steel products used in this project must be produced in the United 
States. The term “iron and steel products” means the following prod-
ucts made primarily of iron or steel: lined or unlined pipes and fittings, 
manhole covers and other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks, flang-
es, pipe clamps and restraints, valves, structural steel, reinforced pre-
cast concrete, and construction materials. The deminimis and minor 
components waiver apply to this contract.
Owner:  Town of Antonito
By:   Aaron Abeyta
Title:   Mayor
Date:   Initial Publication of Advertisement, Valley Courier July 
10, 2020  
No. 1528
Published in the Valley Courier on July 10, 11, 14, 17, and 24, 2020.

Call for bids

The Zapata Homeowners Association wants an independent contrac-
tor for road and infrastructure maintenance, snow plowing, culvert 
cleaning and installation, damaged tree removal, fire mitigation and 
fuels reduction projects including slash removal and other projects 
directed by the board of directors. The contractor must have his/her 
own equipment. For information, contact the ZHA office at 719-589-
6770 or zapatahoainfo@gmail.com. Bids should be submitted  by 
August 7, 2020 to the email address listed.
No. 1536
Published in the Valley Courier on July 14, 15, 17, 18, 21, 22, and 
24, 2020.

SECTION I

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

TOWN OF SOUTH FORK

P.O. Box 369             
South Fork, CO 81154  
Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of Town of South Fork 
Brown Park Supply Well will be received by the Town of South Fork 
at mailing address of P.O. Box 369, South Fork, Colorado 81154 until 
2:00 P.M. (local time)    August 5th, 2020, and then opened at the 
South Fork Community Building, 0254 US Hwy 149, South Fork, CO 
and read aloud.
This project consists of the drilling a supply well, 
The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the following 
locations:
Davis Engineering Service, Inc., 1314 11th Street, Alamosa CO
Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be obtained at the of-
fice of Davis Engineering Service, Inc. located at 1314 11th Street, P. 
O. Box 1840, Alamosa, Colorado 81101 upon payment of $ 25.00 for 
full size paper copies.  All inquiries can be directed to Clinton Phillips; 
phone number (719) 589-3004 ext. 115.  No refund will be made for 
returned copies.
A certified check or bank draft, payable to the order of Town of South 
Fork, negotiable U.S. Government bonds (at par value) or a satisfac-
tory Bid Bond executed by the Bidder and an acceptable surety in an 
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total Bid shall be submitted 
with each Bid.
Attention is called to the fact that not less than the minimum salaries 
and wages as set forth in the Contract Documents must be paid on 
this project, and that the Contractor must ensure that employees and 
applicants for employment are not discriminated against because of 
their race, color, religion, sex, or national origin. (Davis Bacon Wag-
es).  In the event that the bidder anticipates hiring employees to work 
on this job, the bidder should contact the local manpower office for 
qualified candidates. (Section 3)
Prior to the awarding of the Contract, the Town of South Fork, Colo-
rado may defer its decision for a period not to exceed (30) days from 
the date of the opening of Bids for the purpose of reviewing the Bids 
and investigating the qualifications of Bidders, prior to awarding of 
the Contract.
Date:
Dan Hicks, Town Administrator
No. 1542
Published in the Valley Courier on July 17, 24, and 31, 2020.

The City of Alamosa is requesting bid proposals for new construction 
of a 30’x60’ storage building and loading dock located at the Alamosa 
Recycling Center. Bids will be received until July 31, 2020. Specifi-
cations and invitation to bid package is available through the Public 
Works Office (719) 589-3361 or on the City website, www. cityofala-
mosa.org. 
No. 1544
Published in the Valley Courier on July 18, 21, 22, 24, 25, 28, 29, 31.

099
ANNOUNCEMENTS

F R E E  C E R T I -
FIED NURSE AIDE 
COURSE: River Valley 
Inn Nursing Home in 
Del Norte Colorado is 
offering a free Certified 
Nurse Aide Class. This 
includes our sister Facil-
ity in La Jara. Starting 
Aug. 3, 2020 class will 
be on Mon/Tues/Weds/ 
9-3 in Del Norte. Dead-
line for applicants is July 
28, 2020. Please come in 
for application, 1335 6th 
Street, Del Norte CO 
81132. 719-657-1105.
(RVI is an EOE)(7/28)

101
MEMORIALS

112 - BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

1 STYLIST SALON 
A la mo sa  C O go o d 
space, rep., retail. Equip 
& inventory w/purchase. 
Right person clients stay. 
719-580-4307(8/1)

163
LOST & FOUND

FOUND RING! DRIV-
ING range at Cattails 
Golf Course. Call to 
identify and claim 719-
589-3132.(7/25)
LOST A PAIR of men’s 
black work boots on W. 
Hwy 160 on way to a fire 
call. 4/2 approx. 4:30pm 
west of Budweiser be-
fore Del Viento Road. 
If found please call 719-
580-0398.(TFN)

221
HELP WANTED

EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR FOR the San Luis 
Valley Area Health Edu-
cation Center. See www.
slvcareer.org for position 
details and instructions, 
and www.slvahec.org to 
learn more about the 42-
year old nonprofit.(8/12)



221
HELP WANTED

R ETAIL MANAG -
ER: LOOKING for 
a job with a Mission? 
Join Western National 
Parks Association as 
the FT, Park Store Re-
tail Manager at Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park & Reserve. Find out 
more about this adven-
turous opportunity by 
visiting www.wnpa.org/
jobs. Equal Opportunity 
Employer: disability/vet-
eran and other protected 
classes.(8/7)
CUSTODIAN – PART-
TIME in our Monte 
Vista office.  SLV Be-
havioral Health Group 
is seeking a part-time 
Custodian for our Monte 
Vista office.  Work in-
cludes cleaning and sani-
tizing office after hours, 
emptying trash, dusting, 
sweeping, vacuuming, 
washing windows and 
other duties.  We offer 
competitive pay.  For a 
full job description and 
to apply for position, 
please visit our website: 
www.slvbhg.org.(7/25)
RIO GRANDE COUN-
TY Department of So-
cial Services seeks a 
Child Protection/Ongo-
ing Caseworker. Bach-
elor’s Degree in Human 
Services or a related 
field with experience 
preferred. Must have a 
valid Colorado Driv-
er’s License. Testing, 
background check and 
pre-employment drug 
screening, including 
testing for marijuana, is 
required.  $18.72-$19.22 
per Hour DOE, ful l 
County benefits. Sched-
ule: 37.50 hours/week.  
This position qualifies 
for Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness through the 
Department of Educa-
tion for student loans.  
Applications available 
online at www.riogran-
decounty.org or may be 
picked up and submitted 
to: Human Resources, 
925 6th Street, Room 
200, Del Norte, CO, 
81132.(7/25)
ALAMOSA COUNTY 
EMPLOYEMENT Op-
portunities, Job Descrip-
tions, and Applications 
are available on the 
County’s website www.
alamosacounty.org.(9/2)

221
HELP WANTED

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for  a 
High School Volleyball 
coach. Applications can 
be downloaded at www.
sanfordschools.org. San-
ford School is an EOE & 
E.(8/8) 
SLV FEDERAL BANK 
is now accepting appli-
cations for a Loan Of-
ficer in our Monte Vista 
office. Applications and 
position descriptions are 
available at www.slvfed.
com or at each branch 
location. Equal opportu-
nity Employer, including 
considering individuals 
with Disabilities and 
Veterans/Affirmative 
Action Employer.(7/24) 
THE SAN LUIS Valley 
Board of Cooperative 
Educational Services 
has a teacher position 
for full time middle/high 
school special education 
teacher for the 2020-
2021 school year. Inter-
ested applicants should 
hold a valid Colorado 
Teacher License with a 
Special Education En-
dorsement or be eligible 
for a Temporary Educa-
tor Eligibility (TEE). 
Successful experience 
with working with stu-
dents with special needs 
preferred. Application is 
available at the BOCES 
office or on-line www.
slvboces.org. Process 
requires application, let-
ter of interest, and three 
current letters of refer-
ence. Send completed 
application process to 
Nita McAuliffe, Director 
of Exceptional Student 
Services, SLV BOCES, 
2261 Enterprise Drive, 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or 
nmcauliffe@slvboces.
org.  Application dead-
line is July 15, 2020 or 
until positions are filled.
(7/24)
CDL DRIVER WANT-
ED, please call 719-589-
9070 or email rmmp.
rhonda@yahoo.com if 
interested. End dump 
experience necessary.
(7/24)
FARM HELP NEED-
ED. $20/hr. Must have 
exper ience with hay 
equipment. Call 719-
588-0207(TFN-6/27)

221
HELP WANTED

ALAMOSA COUNTY 
SEEK I NG Veterans 
Service Officer. Job de-
scription, required quali-
fications,  and application 
found at www.alamo-
sacounty.org.(8/19)
POTATO HARVEST 
TRUCK driver wanted. 
Experience necessary. Pay 
according to experience. 
Call 719-850-2137.(8/19)
RIVER VALLEY INN 
Nursing Home in Del 
Nor te, CO is accept-
ing applications for the 
Housekeeping Depart-
ment. If you would like 
to join our amazing team, 
please come in or call for 
more information. 719-
657-1105. 1335 6th Street 
Del Norte CO 81132.(RVI 
is an EOE)(7/31)
SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High Football 
coach. Applications can 
be downloaded at www.
sanfordschools.org. San-
ford School is an EOE & 
E.(8/8) 
NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repairs? Taxes Due? 
Earn up to $800/month 
delivering the Valley Cou-
rier. Contact Keith at 589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

324 - FEED  
& SEED

NATIVE GRASS HAY 
for sale. Small bales, horse 
hay quality. Certified 
USDA. Call Ed 719-852-
3069.(8/18)
HORSE AND COW hay: 
grass, grass/alfalfa, alfal-
fa. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, vari-
ous quality and pricing. 
719-850-8917 (7-13-TFN)

341 - GARAGE 
SALES

YARD SALE SATUR-
DAY 7/25/20 Hwy 160 
East-No Name Lane. 
Watch for Signs. Lot’s and 
lot’s of stuff.(7/25)
YARD SALE SATUR-
DAY 7/25/20 from 8-12 at 
312 8th Street, Alamosa. 
Lots of stuff including 
clothes and a lot more.
(7/25)

341 - GARAGE 
SALES

YARD SALE! FURNI-
TURE, tools, yard, house-
hold items. Don’t miss 
this one . ½ mile north of 
Splashland on Hwy 17. 
Follow signs. July 24th and 
25th.(7/25)
YARD SALE SAT. 7/25 
8am-??. 6996 County Road 
106.25, Alamosa. Lots of 
free & Cheap stuff.(7/25)
MOVING SALE – many 
items including Baby 
Grand Piano, Bose Wave 
Music system, garden 
equipment, man’s bike, 
housewares, collectible 
dishes and much more. Call 
719-589-3489 for informa-
tion and appointment.(7/28)

351
LIVESTOCK

SALE REGISTERED 
BLACK Angus Bulls and 
semen sales Brink Live-
stock Services admin@
brinklivestock.net www.
brinklivestock.net 88-641-
3750 / 719-480-3932.(8/19)
HERITAGE BREED 
TURKEY POULTS - Bur-
bon Reds from free range 
parents. $20 for 1 - $15 each 
additional 7 for $100. Go-
ing fast. Ready to butcher 
at 28 weeks (toms average 
30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) Straight 
run only. 719-850-2832.
(TFN-E)
PIGS FOR SALE $1.00 
lb. live weight. 570-395-
0184 (TFN)

360 - MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALE

SPANISH ROOF TILES. 
Ezload large lot. 720-201-
3857.(7/13)
ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS.  Professional 
work, low prices. 719-580-
0398. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

ALL DOGS ADOPTED 
FROM THE VALLEY 
H U M A N E LEAGU E 
HAVE TO BE SPAYED 
OR NEUTERED BE-
FORE GOING TO THEIR 
NEW HOME. (TFN)
LOOKING FOR A Heel-
er/Australian Cross puppy!! 
Call 575-644-0965.(7/31)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

MY FRIEND IS mov-
ing and can not take her 
dog with her. Buster is 
smart, fun loving pup. He 
is about 11-12 years old 
with a young heart and 
skip in his step. He does 
need regular (2x yr mini-
mum)trimming of legs/
feet, belly and butt He 
loves swimming, walk-
ing and is pretty good 
off leash. He knows some 
sign language, respects 
furniture boundaries and 
love treats after his pee 
calls(short walks). Buster 
is a gentleman in the car, 
he goes to the passen-
ger back seat and stays 
there until it’s time to 
get out. He does best on 
no grain dog foods and 
likes greenies before bed. 
There have only been two 
dogs (and he’s met a lot) 
that he hasn’t liked(they 
were aggressive). Word/
phrases he knows: Wait(a 
car coming), leave it, 
heel(don’t pull on leash), 
shake, sit, go night night, 
stop(don’t do that), eat, 
and go out. If interested, 
call me and we can ar-
range a meet and greet 
Paul @ 719-937-3274.
(8/1)
F R E E  T O  G O O D 
home. Female mix pup. 
Needs running room 
without chickens. TEXT 
719-580-6930 if inter-
ested.(TFN)
OOPS! GOT PUPPIES 
who need a home? San 
Luis Valley Animal Wel-
fare Society is a nonprofit 
animal rescue dedicated 
to stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adoptable 
pets. Having pets altered 
is the number one way 
to stop pet overpopula-
tion. If your pet has had 
puppies contact us. We 
will take the puppies into 
our rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one of 
the greatest gifts you can 
provide your pet, your 
family and your com-
munity. We have found 
good responsible homes 
for over 8,000 animals. 
Contact 719-587-9663 
(WOOF); email:  woof@
slvaws.org. (TFN)

369 - PETS & 
SUPPLIES

N EED CATS FOR 
mousers? Want to adopt 
kittens? Help trap/neuter/
release efforts? Donate 
food/litter/supplies? Low 
cost spay/neuter clinic 
for cats. http://www.cat-
saliveslv.com 719-298-
7028. (TFN)
F R E E  T O  G O O D 
home. Adults and kit-
tens. NO MOUSERS 
OR BARN CATS. Spay/
neuter clinics coming to 
Alamosa in near future. 
Call Donna K 719-589-
5952 or 719-580-9078. 
(TFN)

387 - WANTED 
TO BUY

LOOKING FOR A 2 
or 3 bedroom Mobile 
Home 1981 or higher for 
$15,000 or under. Call or 
text 719-580-9525(TFN-
E)

409 FARM & 
RANCH LAND

PASTURE FOR RENT. 
46 acres. Stock well. 4 
miles east of Alamosa. 
Call 913-626-8573.(8/5) 

415 - HOMES 
FOR SALE

FOR SALE BY Owner! 
3 bedroom, 1 bathroom. 
98 El Rio. Call 719-589-
6921.(8/19)
2-HOMES, 5.2 ACRES, 
3 wells, RV spot with all 
hookups, chicken house, 
corrals. $175,000. Call 
970-640-9562.(7/25)

420 - LOTS & 
ACREAGE

2 MOBILE HOME 
Lots for lease. $250/mo, 
electricity, water, sewer 
hookups, Sanford. Call 
719-580-7197.(7/25)
FOR SALE: 80 acres 
land 2.5 miles w. of San 
Acacio, surveyed. Call Al 
719-588-2930.(7/31)
FOR SA LE: SU R-
VEYED 25 acres, San-
gre De Cristo Ranch near 
Mountain Home Lake, 
creek runs through prop-
erty, well & electric, good 
hunting & fishing. Call 
Al 719-588-2930.(7/31)

507 - BOATS & 
MARINE EQUIP.

18FT MISTY HAR-
BER Pontoon boat. 
Mercury classic 50 
outboard with trailer 
and ext ras.  $4000. 
Cal l 719-671-0923.
(8/1)

525
GUNS

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Pro-
fessional work, low 
prices. 719-580-0398. 
(TFN)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM WITH 
washer/dryer. Across 
from ASU. Call 719-
251-3597.(7/31)
T WO BEDRO OM 
A PA RTM ENT for 
rent $800 includes 
utilities. Call Glenna 
719-580-3720.()
LOOKING FOR AN 
A PA RT M E N T OR 
HOME FOR RENT? 
We have the best ones! 
Call Eclipse Property 
Management at 719-
581-RENT or visit our 
website at RentEclipse.
com.(TFN-6/27)

601 APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

RENT 1 BEDROOM 
Apt Alamosa some util-
ities included 800-641-
3750 / 719-480-3932.
(8/19)

611 - HOMES 
FOR RENT

AVAILABLE MID-
A U G U S T :  O N E -
ROOM cabin, just west 
of Wal-Mart. New paint, 
f loor ing. Has wood 
stove. $350 per month 
plus propane heat. $350 
deposit.719-298-7319.
(7/31)
206 BONNEY FOR 
rent. $1,000 per month, 
$1,000 deposit. 3 bed-
rooms, 1 bath. Available 
August 1st, 1yr lease. 
Ca l l  719- 480 -3777.
(8/11)
LOOKING FOR AN 
A PA RT M E N T  O R 
HOME FOR RENT? 
We have the best ones! 
Call Eclipse Property 
Management at 719-
581-RENT or visit our 
website at RentEclipse.
com.(TFN-6/27)

620
STORAGE UNITS

POTATO STORAGE 
RENT or buy 26,000 
cwt capacity in Center. 
Good. $49,900 / OBO 
buy or $16,900 rent 588-
2425.(8/29)

702 - AUTOS 
FOR SALE

1996 OLDSMOBILE 
4 door Sedan. Fully 
Loaded. Good on gas. 
Ca l l  719 -580 -5745.
(7/28)

736 - ATVS & 
MOTORCYCLES

2 0 0 3  H D  U LT R A 
Classic Electra Glide 
100th Anniversary Edi-
tion. 35k.miles $12,000 
OBO. 719-206-0292.
(9/11)
2 0 0 5  H D SP ORT-
STER 1200. Custom 
ba rs,  LED Signa ls , 
side pipes, bags, seat. 
10k.miles. Very clean. 
$6,500 OBO 719-206-
0292.(9/11)
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You’ll find it all in the ...
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To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Lumber

Lumber • Steel
Engineered Trusses

1301 West Ave. • Alamosa
(719) 589-3254

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

Tractor Repair

For All Your Tractor 
Repair Needs

VALLEY TRACTOR REPAIR
719-852-0200

EXPERT SERVICE 
60+ years experience

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment



DEAR ABBY: This may 
seem strange, but my 
husband is too nice. His 
late mother, a domineer-
ing woman who always 
got her way, trained him 
not to have an opinion. 
Almost everything he says 
is crafted to be neutral so 
that nobody can possibly 
take issue with him. 

 If I ask, “What do you 
want for dinner?” his reply 
is, “Whatever you want.” If 
I ask, “What make of car 
should we buy?” his reply 
is, “What kind would you 
like?” When I give him 
several choices, he tries to 
guess what I would prefer. 
He is a wonderful, kind, 
sweet man who will do 
anything for me. 

 We both have profes-
sional degrees and are in 
our early 30s. He lived 
with his parents through 
college. I have been on my 
own longer than he. I’ve told 
him I’m not like his mother 
was, and it’s safe for him to 
express his opinions. After 
two years of marriage, al-
though I continue to solicit 
his opinion, not much has 
changed. 

 Abby, I am tired of being 
in charge of everything. I’m 
afraid I’ll become like his 
mother and just do what I 
want because consulting 
him is a waste of time, and 
hearing another “what-
ever” answer irritates me. 
I feel like I’m raising a very 
obedient child. I wanted an 
equal partner in marriage. 
How should I handle this? 
-- WIFE, NOT MOTHER

 DEAR WIFE: I am 

guessing you have had more 
than one conversation with 
your husband about this. 
There is a saying, “Give me 
a child ‘til the age of 7, and 
he’s mine for life,” which 
references indoctrination. 
Your late mother-in-law 
had her son under her 
roof for about 25 years, so 
his personality traits are 
pretty well cemented in. 
You might have better luck 
if you start phrasing your 
questions differently. (“Do 
you want chicken or fish 
tonight?” “Do you want to 
decide or should I punch 
you in the nose?”) But if 
that doesn’t work, you may 
have to accept the man you 
married just the way his 
mother made him.

 DEAR ABBY: I am cur-
rently living with my fian-
cee, “Josie.” That we are a 
same-sex couple was hard 
for our families to come to 
terms with. (Mainly Josie’s 
mother.) 

 We are now planning a 
small courthouse wedding 
with a family dinner to fol-
low a week later. We have 
made this clear to family 
and close friends, and no-
body has taken issue with 
it. However, Josie’s mother 
thinks it “isn’t right” that 
we are inviting only parents 
to the ceremony and not 
siblings (Josie has one; I 
have three). She also called 
Josie crying because Josie 
and I went dress shopping 
on our own (spontaneously). 

 My mother is perfectly 
happy with all of our deci-
sions and supportive with 
whatever we decide. How 

can we get my fiancee’s 
mother to be more support-
ive? -- WEDDING DRAMA 
IN PENNSYLVANIA

 DE A R  W E DDI N G 
DRAMA: It might be help-
ful to recognize that while 
your family is more accept-
ing, Josie’s mother appears 
to be struggling on a couple 
of fronts. As many mothers 
do, she may have fantasized 
about a church wedding, 
helping her daughter select 
her bridal gown, and hav-
ing a son-in-law. In a sense, 
she is grieving the death of 
her fantasy. Frankly, I feel 
sorry for the woman. With 
time, I am sure she will 
become more accepting and 
supportive. 

 You and Josie are about 
to embark on your lives to-
gether. Let your happiness 
be the beacon that guides 
her mother to acceptance, 
although it may not happen 
as quickly as you would 
wish.

Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

FRANK & ERNEST

BIG NATE

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

AbigA il  

VA n buren

THE GRIZZWELLS
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HERMAN

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Wife tries to coax opinions 
from man aiming to please


