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CENTER — Schools has 
announced the registration deadlines 
for all returning students, including 
those who will be attending school 
online.

Monday, Aug. 3, all returning 
students for all grades K-12 will 
register. On Tuesday, Aug. 4, new 
students for all grades K-12 will 
register.

Registration times:
• 8-10 a.m. — last names A-I
• 10 a.m.- noon — last names J-R
• 1-3 p.m. — last names S-Z
Haskin Elementary on-site 

registration individuals will 
enter from the elementary school 
entrance. Skoglund Middle School 
on-site registration individuals will 
enter from the  middle/high school 
entrance  and Center High School 
on-site registration individuals 
from the cafeteria entrance. Those 
who register as 100 per cent online 
students will proceed to on-site 
registration at the ARC building. 

The following information is 
needed to complete the registration 
process:

New students must present a 
birth certificate, immunization 

By Teresa L. Benns

SAGUACHE — A La Garita 
man will serve two years in 
the county jail for engaging in 
unlawful sexual contact with a 
child, the sheriff’s office reported 
Monday. 

On July 13, 18-year-old Gerald 
Nusbaum of La Garita allegedly 
committed the first incident at the 
home of his employer. According 
to reports by Cpl. Steve Hansen 
and Sheriff Dan Warwick, the 
employer and his wife reported 
their son had been lured into the 
garage by Nusbaum.

When they noticed the boy’s 
pants were down, they asked 
Nusbaum why this was the case. He 
told them the boy had been butted 
by a goat and possibly was injured. 
The boy later told his mother the 
story about the goat wasn’t true. 

La Garita man to 
serve two years for 

sexual assault

Center to register 
students for virtual, 

on-site learning 
next week

Please see NUSBAUM on Page 2A

Please see SCHOOL on Page 2A

By Teresa L. Benns

SAGUACHE — Saguache Sheriff 
Dan Warwick has forwarded a 
recommendation to district attorney 
Robert Willett that charges of official 
misconduct, a class two misdemeanor, 
be filed against Moffat Mayor Patricia 
Reigel. 

There has been ongoing contention 
among Moffat town officials and 
marijuana business owners in the 
town — and conflicting reports by 
citizens — regarding the actions of the 

town’s mayor and code enforcement 
officials in a code enforcement matter 
that occurred May 18.  

Reigel and the town code 
enforcement officer are accused of 
improperly removing items from 
a local marijuana operation. They 
accompanied an individual, Garegin 
Pogosyan (aka “Po”), who had 
previously worked for the owner 
(Zengxi Gao) and claimed he was the 
rightful owner of certain property left 
at the grow. 

Gao’s operation was shut down 
by the Town of Moffat and is not 

operational per the State since 
December, allegedly after some 
marijuana could not be accounted 
for at the facility. Pogosyan was an 
employee of Gao’s at the time and 
after the shutdown could not collect 
his belongings.

According to a report received 
from a representative of the marijuana 
business, Reigel and the town’s 
compliance team entered the property 
“under the auspices of doing a routine 
inspection.” Sheriff Dan Warwick 
stated last month that Reigel and her 

Sheriff recommends misconduct charges for Moffat mayor

Moffat Mayor Patricia Reigel Please see MAYOR on Page 7A

By Teresa L. Benns

CENTER — Coffee with the Chief 
Saturday at the Center Methodist 
Church was a great success with 
20 people attending. CoVid safety 
precautions were observed and the 
event was held outside. K9 Maverick 
demonstrated his “super sniffer” 
abilities with the help of local residents. 

Chief Gene Meek has announced 
he will be starting a new program 
called “Leadership Center” and 
will incorporate it into some law 
enforcement-based training.  This 

Center’s drug dog Maverick 
sniffs out illegal drugs during 

a demonstration for Center 
residents who attended Coffee 

with the Chief Saturday.

Photo by Teresa Benns

Meek sets up new program for Center residents

Please see CHIEF on Page 5A

The architectural renderings are by Spencer Architecture Studio in Alamosa. These are visuals 
rendered by Andréa Bachman, Associate, & Intern Architect with the Spencer Studio, and 
there could still be some changes made to the final product.

Ski Hi going down and moving forward

Please see FORWARD on Page 2A

By KarLa shriver

MONTE VISTA - “The San 
Luis Valley Ski Hi Regional Event 
and Conference Center is  moving 
forward,” said co-chairs Karla 
Shriver and Kathy Woods. “This 
is an exciting time, yet scary at 
the same time. There is no going 

back at this point as the building 
is down.” 

The Friends of Ski Hi committee  
have been working with Spencer 
Architecture Studio and Alcon 
Construction on the project 
design. Alcon and Spencers’ put 
together the team of Burggraaf 
A s s o c i a t e s ,  M e c h a n i c a l , 

Electrical & Plumbing Engineers, 
Summit Engineering, Civil & 
Structural Engineers, and Sowden 
Associates, Acoustical & Sound 
and Video Engineers to also 
consult on the endeavor. 

The metal building has been 
ordered and will require multiple 

Mountain 
Valley Schools 
to resume in-

person learning
SAGUACHE — Following a 

family and staff survey, Mountain 
Valley School board approved a 
plan last week to resume in-person 
learning with social distancing 
and recommended preventative 
measures in place. 

The full text of the plan can be 
viewed at https://drive.google.
com/file/d/18I0SXSJgl69-asYEiW-
04zTrX48ur7AY/view. Parents will 
have the choice of in-person or 
online learning opportunities for 
their children. 

Registration for the 2020-2021 
school year can be completed 

Please see MVS on Page 7A
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Home Loans 
Purchase I Refinance I Construction I Improvement 

Second Mortgages • Auto Loans

Joel Polkowske 

Loan Officer 

Call Joel at 719-852-7049 

for help with your loan needs. 

NMLS#1079848

719-852-5933
901 1st Avenue

Monte Vista, CO 81144

719-589-2536
3416 Maraposa St.

Alamosa, CO 81101

www.rgsla.com

NMLS#421822

OBiTuaries

Rachel Maria Perea, 92
MONTE VISTA — Longtime 

resident of Monte Vista, Colorado 
passed into the loving arms of 
our lord, July 13th 2020 in Tampa, 
Florida. Rachel was born on 
18 December 1927 in Romeo, 
Colorado. Her parents were Juan 
Nepomoceno Padilla and Manuela 
Mondragon Padilla. She is survived 
by one sister, Alice Mestas, who 
lives in Denver, Colorado, two 
sons, Claude A. Perea and Isaac M. 
Perea who reside in El Paso, Texas 
and her daughter Linda A. Bramble 
(husband Michael Bramble) who 
reside in Tampa, Florida. Rachel’s 
long legacy extended 92 years. 

In her early years growing up 
in Southern Colorado, she was 
surrounded by a loving brother, 
Vidal Padilla (deceased 1969) and 
three sisters, Delia (deceased), 
Julia (deceased) and Alice Mestas. 
Rachel grew up during hard times 
in America surviving the Great 
Depression, World War Two, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam Conflict, 
the Persian Gulf War and the Iraq 
War. She learned early on what 
family values meant and she passed 
those family values on to her 
children. Lessons learned during 
those arduous times allowed her to 
survive and flourish for 92 years. 

Rachel was married to Jose 
Gilbert Perea (deceased 2011), on 

19 January 1948, the son of Manuel 
and Fransiquita Perea. Together they 
fostered seven children Lewis I. 
Chacon (deceased 2014), Antonio 
M. Perea (deceased 2009), Claude 
A. Perea, Isaac M. Perea, Thomas 
R. Perea (deceased 2014), Ronald A. 
Perea (deceased 2010) and Linda A. 
Perea. Her devotion and love for her 
family will surely be missed, gone 
in the physical sense but lives on in 
our hearts forever in Spirit. 

Extended family consists of 
12 grandchi ldren,  20 great-
grandchildren, eight nephews and 
six nieces. Rachel’s caring, loving 
presence and open heart will surely 
be missed. 

Vaya Con Dios Mama 

He then told her Nusbaum touched 
his buttocks with his private parts 
but he was told not to tell anyone. 
The boy later indicated Nusbaum 
may have molested him on other 
occasions.

The father told Warwick he was 
trying to keep the children away 
from Nusbaum because he knew 
he had a criminal record and a drug 
history; also that he grew up in a 

troubled home. The boy’s father said 
Nusbaum’s sister died just prior to 
the incident but he did not think he 
had been permanently affected by 
her death. 

Nusbaum was interviewed by 
Hansen and Warwick. He was 
arrested two years ago, charged with 
sexual assault on a child by a person 
in a position of trust and was later 
released. 

NUSBAUM
Continued from Page 1A

records, previous school records, 
proof of residency, guardianship 
documentation and/or parenting 
plan, IEP paperwork and any RTI 
paperwork. Returning Students must 
submit immunization updates.

All students will be required to pay 
device fees:

• K-5t:   $10
• 6-8:  $35
• 9-12:  $45
Any outstanding balances from last 

year need to be paid off as well.  
Virtual registration
Students/families can register 

online starting on Monday, August 3rd 
through the Parent Portal.  Those who 
do not have a parent portal may come 
to the onsite registration to set one up.  

For Virtual Registration for 100 
percent online K-12, contact Joy 
Werner at 719-251-3336 or 719-754-
2859. Or email her at jwerner@center.
k12.co.us.  

SCHOOL
Continued from Page 1A

Community health needs 
assessment virtual meeting

SAN LUIS VALLEY - San Luis 
Valley Health invites interested 
parties to participate in a community 
convening Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2020, 
from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.  This meeting 
provides an opportunity to review the 

health priorities established during 
SLVH’s 2019 Community Health 
Needs Assessment. Please call 719-
589-1209 or email donna.wehe@
slvrmc.org before Aug. 7 for a link 
to the virtual meeting.

FORWARD
Continued from Page 1A

deliveries to get all of the material 
to the site. The first section of the 
building is tentatively scheduled 
for delivery at the end of September 
with the final delivery scheduled in 
the first part of November. 

The plan is to have the Event 
portion of the complex finished 
and completed by the end of 
February, in time for the Southern 

Colorado Agriculture Conference 
and the Crane Festival. The 
conference center structure will 
be up, but it is not anticipated to 
be finished untvil June 2021. 

“The former Ski Hi Multi-
Purpose building and the old 
swimming pool have given us all 
very fond memories to cherish,” 
said Woods, “but it is time to 

move forward and create new 
memories in the new building.” 
Shriver stated, “ I totally agree as I 
have some great memories in both 
areas. The swimming pool area 
had not been used since 2005, and 
the multi-purpose building was 
starting to really show its age. The 
new building will be wonderful 
for the whole San Luis Valley.”
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Kay’sBookkeeping
   Services

& The Monte Vista 
Cemetery Association 
Office have moved!

Come see us at our new address: 

995 N. Hwy 285 •  Monte Vista
(next to Valley Lumber) 

Kay’s: (719) 852-5638

Monte Vista Cemetery: (719) 852-5196 or 
www.montevistacemeteryassociation.com

No contracts, no hidden fees
• Residential Service (96 gallon rolling containers)

• Commercial Containers (1YD-6YD Dumpsters)

• Roll-Off “Construction Site” Dumpsters (20YD-30YD)

• Curbside, single-stream recycling available

Services available for residents and commercial pick-up in 
and around Creede, South Fork, Del Norte and Monte Vista

For a full list of recyclable items see www.
mdswasteandrecycle.com/services/recycling-services/

Call (719)658-3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Let’s Talk Trash

K

EEPING THE DREAM ALIVE

SINCE OUR ONLY FUNDRAISER, KEEPING THE DREAM ALIVE, HAS BEEN 
CANCELED DUE TO COVID-19, YOUR DONATION OF ANY AMOUNT WILL HELP.

TO MAKE A DONATION,
GO TO RIOGRANDEHOSPITAL.ORG/GIVE

OR CALL 719-657-3266

Thank you to our supporters who turned their sponsorship into a 
general donation to help our hospital during this difficult time!

Rio Grande Hospital, YOUR 
community hospital. More than 

an emergency department!

Local Septic Tank Manufacturer 
Large Inventory of Plumbing & 

Septic System Supplies
Hassle free installation instantly approved in Colorado 
Watertight low profile anti float design  

Concrete lasts for decades, 
requires less maintenance

215 N. Washington St. • Monte Vista
National Precast Association Member

Help is only a 
Phone Call Away
COVID-19 Mental Health Support Line

719.589.3671
If you are stressed, anxious, lonely, depressed, angry, or all of the 
above, you are not alone. We are in this together, and caring mental 
health professionals are available if you need to talk.

Virtual Therapy & Psychiatry

slvbhg.org/covid-19
Behavioral Health therapy and psychiatry have never been easier to start. 
ALL SLVBHG locations are open for business virtually, providing services 
tot he convenience of your social distancing space by video consultations 

or over the phone. Call now to schedule an appointment: 719.589.3671

Mobile Health Unit
slvbhg.org/mobile

Visit our website for an updated schedule of where the mobile unit 
will be. The Mobile Health Unit specializes in Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) for substance use disorders.

Approved Medicaid Provider | 24 hour hotline: 719.589.3671 | slvbhg.org

By Teresa L. Benns

SAGUACHE — A statement made 
in an article that appeared in the July 
9 edition of the Center Post-Dispatch 
regarding a suicide in the Saguache 
County Jail has been challenged as 
untrue by Saguache County Attorney 
Ben Gibbons. 

Travis Maes, 27, a young black man, 
ended his life in the jail November 
2019. One citizen complained that 
the suicide was not investigated or 
reported. The article covering the 
incident, which featured an interview 
with both the citizen and Saguache 
County Sheriff Dan Warwick, revealed 
that the incident was not released to the 
press, but was reported to the county 
and investigated by the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI). 

Below are the two paragraphs from 

the July 9 edition of the paper objected 
to by Gibbons.

“A Crestone resident wrote to 
inquire why the death of Travis 
Maes, 27, a young black man, was 
never reported or investigated. 
Therese Peloquin says she believes 
the community deserves answers 
regarding Maes’ death and how local 
law enforcement handled the incident. 

“According to Saguache County 
Sheriff Dan Warwick, the suicide 
went unreported on the advice of 
County Attorney Ben Gibbons and 
the Colorado Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI). “I wanted to take everything 
to the family, but they told us not to 
do it,” Warwick said. “Once CBI gets 
involved, we can’t do anything.”

The article clearly shows the death 
was reported to the county and to 

CBI, which Warwick says then took 
over the investigation. What Gibbons 
and apparently CBI advised is that 
the press not be informed of the 
suicide. The following sentences are 
taken directly from BoCC minutes 
for July 21:

“Commissioner Lovato showed 
Gibbons the article that reportedly 
relays some conversation that [Sheriff] 
Dan [Warwick] had with a reporter, 
which implies that Gibbons advised 
him not to report the death, which is 
not true. There were conversations 
the next day with CTSI [the county’s 
insurer] to report it.” 

Warwick’s handling of the 
investigation is clearly expressed 
in the article. The Center Post-
Dispatch, however, apologizes for 
any confusion on the part of readers. 

County attorney challenges 
Center Post-Dispatch report

County auditors reporting 
that problems still exist

By Teresa L. Benns

SAGUACHE — Auditors for 
Saguache County told commissioners 
during their regular meeting last week 
they are seeing a repeat of some of 
the same issues that were highlighted 
in last year’s audit, issues that have 
existed in reports from various county 
auditors for at least a decade. 

According to commissioner 
minutes for July 21, auditor James 
Hinkle with Hinkle and Company 
auditors of Greenwood Village, 
Colorado, reported during a general 
discussion of the 2019 audit that they 
are seeing the same types of issues as 
last year. The County general ledger, 
however, is doing fine, he said. The 
Housing Authority ledger also is 
good; some things are not clear but 
they are easy to figure out. 

“Social Services is much more 
complex,” the minutes state. “When 
you finish a year, all revenues are 
closed and the fund balance should 
carry over and should be the same 
number as it ended. But that is not the 
case, there is $71,471 where it doesn’t 
match last year’s.” The Housing 
Authority and the general ledgers 
are nearly completed, Hinkle added. 

Regarding the issues addressed in 
last year’s audit, Chris Parker with 
Hinkle and Company presented the 
audit in November last year after the 
county was sanctioned by the state for 
not filing a timely audit. Regarding 
internal control issues, the auditors 
wrote:

“The county does not have a 
complete system of internal controls 
to prevent and detect financial 

misstatements. The county does 
not have an individual whose 
responsibility is to oversee the overall 
accounting and financial reporting 
functions. As a result, the individual 
departments are not brought together 
and coordinated, with proper monthly 
reconciliations being performed and 
financial reporting prepared.

The auditors recommend the 
county “continue its search for 
personnel who can provide the 
county with a finance director duties 
and functions.” (Former Land Use 
administrator Wendi Maez was later 
hired to fill the County Administrator 
position.) 

The county’s response to this was: 
The county recognizes the need for 
a finance director to coordinate all 

Please see COUNTY on Page 6A
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LeTTers

OpiniOn & ediTOriaL

To the editor,
About everyone has attended 

some type of event at Ski Hi Park in 
Monte Vista. This is a San Luis Valley 
regional use complex that has many 
uses – heritage, educational, social, 
recreational, and has a huge public 
safety component. The building has 
outlived its usefulness and was in 
need of serious upgrades. As we all 
know, sometimes it is best to just 
start new rather than to upgrade and 
retrofit an old building. That is the 
conclusion in this case that because 
of the cost, it would be better to 
demolish the old and start new. If you 
have not heard, the demolition of the 
swimming pool took place July 21, 
and the multipurpose building was 
demolished July 23; ironically, on 
the day Stampede would have started.

We need your help. The project is 
being led by a citizen group called 
Friends for Ski Hi Park. We are trying 
to raise funds locally and obtain grants 
to build the new complex. We were 
on a good path prior to COVID-19 

hitting. We had many foundations 
on line to help us. These foundations 
still want to help, but because they 
contributed very large sums of money 
for humanitarian needs at the on-set 
of COVID-19, they have reduced  the 
amount they will pledge for capital 
projects. 

Thus far, San Luis Valley locals, 
and some businesses and individuals 
with ties to the Valley have donated 
almost $800,000 for the project. This 
is amazing for our local community!   
However, we need to raise more. 
This is not a good time to ask for 
donations, and we don’t want people 
or businesses to put themselves in a 
financial bind. 

If you have the ability to make 
a financial contribution, we would 
greatly appreciate it. Remember 
what the facility has given to you. 
It would be great to give back now. 
We would like to personally contact 
every individual and business to 
explain the project, but we don’t 
have the resources or time  to do that. 

If you would like a more detailed 
explanation of the project, we would 
be glad to give you one either by 
phone or in person – with proper 
social distancing protocol. 

This is an Enterprise Zone Tax 
credit project which means for every 
$100 contributed, qualified Colorado 
tax payers will receive 25% tax credit 
back. Please see our website – https://
www.friendsofskihi.org. Please note, 
there is no donation too small or too 
large. All are welcome. 

We want to give a big “shoutout” 
and “thank you” to all of those who 
have contributed thus far. We greatly 
appreciate all you have given.

Please help “Raise the Roof.”   Yes, 
we all have wonderful memories 
of the old swimming pool and 
multipurpose building. Let cherish 
those memories and make new ones in 
the new facility. This project is about 
our past, our present and our future!

Friends of Ski Hi Park
Karla Shriver and Kathy Rogers-

Woods, Co-Chairs

If there is one thing Ol’ Dutch has 
learned in life it’s that if you decide 
to share your life with someone it 
won’t be long before you are also 
sharing your stuff. 

Anyone that has gone through a 
sheet-splitting knows all too well 
about this fact of life because when 
it comes right down to it, more than 
the bedsheets are divided up and often 
not too equally. But that’s a story for 
another time. 

This story for today is about how 
things get apportioned as you proceed 
along life’s highway together with 
your beloved. 

A good share of you know how 
unfair this can be and you are willing 
to put up with a certain amount of 
unfair allocation to keep the peace 
-- kind of like dividing up Europe 
after WWII. 

And for those of you who are still 
shocked at the way things end up, 
you have to recall that it really all 
started at those wedding showers for 
the bride-to-be. If you look back, she 
got all the gifts of shiny baubles and 
nifty table decorations, cutesy nick 
knacks and a few paddy whacks, and 
all us men got was the bone. 

We were willing to put up with 
such shenanigans as our beloved had 
us assured that things would never 
change and we would still have our 
own stuff and space and be able to 
do whatever we wanted in life - with 
some exceptions of course. 

And even those notable rules were 
not too bad to start with such as 
giving up carousing which we were 
tired of anyway and coincided with 
early morning hunting and fishing 
start times. 

So we went along but before you 
know it, things did, in fact, change. 
Ol’ Dutch began to see a noticeable 
change in what was hers and mine 
and ours. Anything of real value 
like vehicles and houses were on the 
“ours” list while household items 
were on the “hers” list. 

You can tell where each item is 
by how she talks about it. She will 
say our cars, our truck, our boat, our 
house and that’s all fine and dandy as 
normally we have to kick in on the 
costs if not pay for all of that outlay. 

Whereas anything in the house, she 
will soon identify as “my pans, my 
mattress, my couch and my towels.” 
This is really good as it gives a man 
fair warning that if things do go South, 
those things are going North with her.

To the editor,
This is in response to Ron Feif’s 

letter of several weeks ago.  As a 
fellow Creede Resident I agree with 
you 100%.  We don’t need more taxes 
and I still haven’t figured how this 
one passed, unless it was that some 
(or all) of our ballots went to the 
“Municipality of Fraser” instead of 
Creede.  See below the attached copy 
of the affidavit of Voter for my ballot.  
So my question is were any or all of 
our ballots even legal?

Back to Ron and the Kentucky 
Belle Market.  I recently filled in a 
Nomination for them for a “Can Do 
Colorado” Business recognition.  My 
nomination read as follows:

“Ron and Kay Fief are owners 
of the only grocery store in Creede, 
Colorado.  This spring was especially 

challenging for them and their staff to 
remain open due to food and supply 
shortages.  However, they and their 
staff have gone above and beyond by 
not only keeping the store open but 
also well-stocked since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 crisis!  Creede is a 
small town of approximately 600 year-
round residents and with a population 
of summer guests soars to well over 
1,000.  The store has gone the extra mile 
by providing a delivery service to all 
Creede and Mineral County residents 

within a radius of 20 miles, as well as, 
taking telephone orders that you can 
pick up at their door.  They are also 
an outlet for facemasks handmade by 
several of our local church and outreach 
groups.  These masks are free but any 
cash donation is welcome.  This money 
then goes back to these “special people” 
for materials to make more.  Sooo, a 
special big “Thank You to Ron and Kay 
and your Staff!”

Betsy Rogers
Creede

Yours, mine and ours

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

All in all Ol’ Dutch has played it 
safe thus far as the ole knot of marital 
bliss has eluded me and Miss Trixie 
but I am starting to notice that more 
and more things we have belong to 
her and less and less to me. 

Just last summer before the garage 
sale season, I warned Trixie not to bring 
anything else home unless she got rid 
of something of equal size and mass. 
Now all of Ol’ Dutch’s’ stuff is outside. I 
guess that didn’t work out all that well? 

Another area that has somehow 
gotten to her domain is all the food 
and snacks in the house. I had not 
noticed that too much until Miss 
Trixie took a sabbatical to care for ill 
family members and Ol’ Dutch had 
full access to the cupboards. 

I went through them and found 
nuts and chocolate stashed in there 
with no one to tell me to save that 
for company. Why even now, there 
is a full bag of Texas pecans in the 
fridge and I have been warned within 
an inch of my life not to touch those 
as they are for someone else.

So to all of you that find yourself 
in such straits, whatever you have left 
that you can even remotely identify as 
yours, get a sharpie and mark it quick 
before it disappears in the vortex from 
mine to ours to hers. 

And remember, for goodness’ sake, 
don’t use the towel marked “His” on 
the bathroom rack as that is being 
saved for the man who will take your 
place should you eat the pecans. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 
at TroutRepublic

Be a part of history

Was my ballot counted for Creede 
or the Municipality of Fraser

LeTTers pOLicy
Letters  are  welcome and 

encouraged. They should be fewer 
than 300 words, unless arranged 
beforehand with the editor, and they 
are subject to editing for length and 
clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the 
author and include a phone number 
and address where the author 
can be reached (these are not for 
publication). Letters forwarded from 
other organizations or sent to staff 
and not for print must be designated 
as such. Letters over 300 words and 

without contact information will be 
returned to the sender or discarded. 

We will accept one letter per 
person, per subject, per four issues. 
We reserve the right to reject letters for 
reasons we believe are appropriate. 
Please send letters to Letter to the 
Editor c/o Valley Publishing, PO 
Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or 
e-mail to montevistanews@gmail.
com (Attention: Letter to the Editor). 
Deadline for letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due 
to space constraints.
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group will be provided with some of 
the experiences and basic levels of 
training that are required of Center 
Police Officers.  Meek asks anyone 
who is interested in participating in the 
program to let him know.

The training topics will be initially 
open to Neighborhood Watch 
participants and due to current events, 
this training will start with the topic 
of application of force by police officers. 
Reading materials and a PowerPoint 
for the topic will be provided. The 
program will end with some FATS 
scenario-based training in Alamosa 
using small groups of participants 
(firearms training simulator = FATS). 

Meek explained that FATS is 
designed to safely train officers in high-
stress, rapidly evolving scenarios based 
upon training, experience and split-
second judgement in confrontational 
situations. He will educate the first 
group of this “Leadership Center” 
participant group and have them using 
the FATS Aug. 15. 

Because this is a developing program, 
Meek said he needs to make adjustments 
along the way, especially within the 
current CoVid precautions. 

“I will be calling out our Mayor, 
Tony Garcia, to be in one of the first 
groups of Leadership Center so we can 
put him under pressure and see how he 
performs in some simulated lethal force 
encounters,” Meek said. “Please let me 
know if you have any additional ideas 
for me going forward.”

CHIEF
Continued from Page 1A

Campfires are allowed in designated fire grates in developed campgrounds managed by each of 
the agencies and when dispersed camping on lands managed by the Rio Grande National Forest 
and San Luis Valley Field Office.

Fire restrictions lifted on public lands in the San Luis Valley
SAN LUIS VALLEY - Effective 

6:00 a.m. Wednesday, July 29, 2020, 
fire restrictions will be removed 
for all lands managed by the Rio 
Grande National Forest, Bureau of 
Land Management San Luis Valley 

Field Office and Great Sand Dunes 
National Park & Preserve. While 
monsoonal flows have brought 
abundant moisture and higher 
humidity to the San Luis Valley 
and upper Rio Grande watershed, 

some areas have not received as 
much rain as others. Long term 
weather forecasts predict continued 
monsoons, but fire danger may 
remain higher in isolated areas. 

Campfires are allowed in designated 

fire grates in developed campgrounds 
managed by each of the agencies and 
when dispersed camping on lands 
managed by the Rio Grande National 
Forest and San Luis Valley Field 
Office. “Although conditions are 
improving, visitors should be mindful 
that their actions can still cause an 
unwanted wildfire,” said Chad Lewis, 
Fire Management Officer for the Rio 
Grande National Forest. 

Visitors are encouraged to practice 
these principles of outdoor fire safety:

• Clear all burnable material within 
3 feet of campfire rings.

• Keep fires small and manageable.
• Never leave a fire unattended.
• Extinguish fires completely. If it’s 

too hot to touch, it’s too hot to leave.
• Fireworks are always illegal on 

federally managed lands.
For more information, please call 

the respective agencies:
• Rio Grande National Forest 

Supervisor’s Office at 719-852-5941.  
• Bureau of Land Management 

San Luis Valley Field Office at 719-
852-7074.

• Great Sand Dunes National Park 
and Preserve at 719-378-6395.

The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office for the weeks of July 
20-27, 2020

Arrests

• Maxine Salazar, 47, Center, violation 
of a protection order

• Anita Gutierrez, 51, Monte Vista, 
failure to appear

• Mario Ortega, Center, 32, third-
degree assault, unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance

• Gerald Nusbaum, 20, Del Norte, 
unlawful sexual content without consent

• Mark Ray, 49, Moffat, fugitive of 
justice, failure to appear

• Robert Pierce, 32, Leesburg, Florida, 
three counts of fugitive of justice

Saguache 

Sheriff report
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accounting and financial reporting 
functions and strengthen internal 
controls on a daily basis. While 
management believes it is difficult 
to find and retain a qualified finance 
director, the effort will continue.”

Former County Administrator 
Glen Simpson’s resume shows he 
had a strong financial background. 
Simpson, who resigned last year, told 
the county in his letter of resignation:

“It took me only a couple of weeks 
to identify vulnerabilities in both your 
accounting, timekeeping and payment 
procedures. Weaknesses in payroll, 
accounts payable and the general 
ledger are vulnerable to both fraud 
and embezzlement.”

The auditor also reported problems 
with Road and Bridge. The department 
went some $413,000 over its $3.1 
million budget, “which may violate 
state statute. Next year, take a closer 
look.” Simpson told commissioners 
in his letter: 

“The problem at Road and Bridge 
is much more than pay rates. Again, 
you’re aware of the problem, you 
know what needs to be done, but 
continue to ignore it.” The auditors 
also pointed out above that county 
departments don’t work well together, 
echoing Simpson:  

“From the courthouse to the landfill, 
employees and county departments do 
not work well together. You know 
this, but still you ignore it.”

 Later, under the Social Services 
section the report explains that, “As 
a result of this condition [lack of 
internal controls to prevent and detect 
financial misstatements], multiple 
errors in day-to-day accounting were 
noted.” Particularly cited in this 
regard was the Social Services fund, 
cited for many years in a row.

Auditors found that DSS failed 
to put accurate and consistent 
information into the eligibility and 
benefit calculation system, failing to 
detect and correct non-compliance 
with eligibility requirements. 

Commissioners found multiple 
errors in the report, where Saguache 
County was listed as the town of 
Superior or as a university. They 
requested the errors be corrected, 
and Commissioner Jason Anderson 
asked if the figures in the audit, 
then, might also be incorrect. Parker 
assured the BoCC they were accurate 
and promised to correct the errors 
immediately. 

A correction of errors was later 
presented to commissioners by Hinkle 
and state sanctions were lifted. 

COUNTY
Continued from Page 3A

CENTER — On Saturday, Aug. 
1, the Center High School graduating 
class of 2020 will hold their much-
anticipated graduation at Center 
Community Park’s football field 
beginning at 7 p.m.

The senior class motto is: “Why 
worry? If you’ve done the very best 
you can, worrying won’t make it any 
better.” — Walt Disney 

Family boxes will be marked for 
ticketed family members to sit in 
on the football field. Nine family 
members will be allowed per each 

box, with spaces for same households 
within the box. 

Families will need to bring their 
own chairs and social distancing will 
be enforced. Additional seating will 
be available in both sets of bleachers. 

Extended family members and 
friends will be able to watch the 
ceremony from their vehicles, listen 
on the radio — KYDN 95.3 — and 
the graduation will also be live-
streamed.

At the request of graduating seniors, 
masks are to be worn. 

CENTER — Center United 
Methodist Church will host a Virtual 
Vacation Bible School Aug. 10-14 
from 9 a.m. to 12 N on its Zoom 
platform for children of all ages. 

This virtual journey will highlight 
the awe-inspiring story of the Apostle 
Paul, who left a life of privilege, 
power and influence to brave angry 

mobs, agonizing imprisonment and 
chain-breaking earthquakes — all 
this to share the life-altering truth of 
God’s heart for humanity. 

Children will hear the story straight 
from Paul himself, who confronted an 
ancient “anything goes” culture with 
God’s truth. The series features music 
shop, pottery studio, toy-making 

shop, law court, geometry, Olympic 
shop, scribe shop, animal courtyard 
and food market. 

There will be options for those who 
do not have internet to participate in 
the fun. Those who register will also 
have access to the virtual series videos. 

To register for VBS, go to 
umofcenter.com 

Center seniors to graduate Aug. 1

United Methodist conducting virtual Vacation Bible School

cLips frOm The cLerK

By saguache cOunTy cLerK 

and recOrder Trish giLBerT

SoS Sec. Griswold announces Rapid 
Response Election Security Team

COLORADO - Colorado Secretary 
of State Jena Griswold announced the 
creation of a new Rapid Response 
Election Security Cyber Unit 
(RESCU), a highly-trained team of 
election security experts who will 
help protect Colorado’s elections from 
cyber-attacks, foreign interference and 
disinformation campaigns.  

RESCU will also work hand 
in hand with counties to increase 

cyber preparedness and provide 
another important resource for county 
clerks.  RESCU is a continuation of 
Colorado’s dedication and leadership 
in election security and preparedness.

“Colorado leads the nation in 
election security, and we must continue 

to innovate to stay ahead of threats. 

States must be equipped to withstand 
attacks from foreign countries on our 
election infrastructure and increased 

cyber hostility,” said Secretary 
Griswold. “That is why I am proud to 
announce the formation of RESCU, led 
by Nathan Blumenthal, a top national 
expert in election threat prevention and 
counterterrorism. 

RESCU will focus on bridging 

the gap between cyber experts and 
county election administrators and 

on strategies to combat cyber-attacks 
and disinformation. The creation of 

RESCU is reflective of Colorado’s 
leadership in cybersecurity and 
will help us continue to be safest 
state in the nation to cast a ballot.”  

 

RESCU will be composed of a five-
person team charged with securing 
Colorado’s elections by assisting 
counties with their cybersecurity in 

the field and combating cybersecurity 
incursions and disinformation.  This 

unprecedented support to counties will 
provide Colorado further protection 
assistance for those on the front lines of 

the state’s elections. RESCU is largely 
made possible through federal funding.

Prior to joining the Colorado 
Department of State, Blumenthal 
served as Acting Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Counter Terrorism and 
Threat Prevention for the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), 
where he led the development and 
implementation of strategies to counter 
a range of threats.  Before that, he was 

Director for DHS’ Countering Foreign 
Influence Task Force, which combated 
the threat of foreign influence in the 
2018 election and served two tours as 
a Director for Counterterrorism on the 

National Security 
Council.   

RESCU is the 
latest addition to an 

election security 

team that is among 

the nation’s best.  

The Secretary of 
State’s Office has an IT department of 
40 experts dedicated to elections, as 
well as a four-person cybersecurity IT 
team, led by the Department’s Chief 
Information Security Officer Craig 
Buesing, which will work in lock-step 
with RESCU.  

Colorado has long been at the 
forefront of protecting elections 
and Secretary Griswold has been 
dedicated to cybersecurity, leading 

the effort to get DHS to reverse its 
long-standing policy of not alerting 
state chief election officers of cyber-
attacks on state, county and local 
infrastructure. She has also worked 
with the intelligence community 

to more quickly declassify threat 
information so states can manage 

ongoing threats.

Colorado will also continue to 
work closely with the experts at the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA) as well as 
the FBI to further ensure the state’s 
elections are protected.    
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Saguache County is currently accepting proposals for the Saguache County 2020 
Fiscal Year audit.  The ideal firm or individual will have extensive knowledge and 
experience related to conducting governmental audits in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting and auditing standards, and preparing financial statements that 
conform to all state, federal and industry guidelines.  
All interested parties should submit a letter of interest and a proposal for services by 
November 6, 2020 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache County Administration office.  For 
additional information contact Saguache County Administration at 719-655-2231 or 
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1556 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6, 13, 20, 
26, September 3, 10,17, 24, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, November 5 and 12, 2020.

The Board of County Commissioners will hold a Public Hearing at the Saguache County 
Commissioners meeting Room located at 501 – 4th Street, Saguache, Colorado, on the 
following date: 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 at 3 PM

to consider proposed changes to the Saguache County Land Development Code changes 

To view the proposed changes BEGINNING MONDAY, JULY 27, 2020, you may contact 
the Saguache County Land Use Department – PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or 
atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov, or by calling 719-655-2321 or you may also view the 
changes on our website at www.saguachecounty.net.

Written comments will be accepted until Friday, AUGUST 28, 2020 at 3pm, and may be 
sent to Saguache County Land Use Department at PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or 
email to atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov.  
By: Jason Anderson, Chairman
Chairman, Saguache County Board of Commissioners

No. 1557 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 30 and August 6, 13, 20 and 27, 2020.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO GET 
INVOLVED CALL 719-655-2533

team appear to have become involved 
in a matter that should have remained 
between an employee of the grow and 
his employer.

Video footage from the grower’s 
report allegedly shows the town’s 
two compliance officers, paid by 
the Town to assist in marijuana 
Enforcement Division inspections 
and enforcement, hauling items off 
the property in their own vehicles.

“Reigel and her compliance officers 
went into a grow to collect the 
property of a man who worked for 
the grow,” Warwick explained during 
an interview last month. “The mayor 
and the code enforcement person 
[conducted it as] a compliance check. 
The guy who had a key to the place 
allowed them in. The mayor thought 
she had the authority to make them 
give up all these things. 

“There is a possible question of 
judgment here,” Warwick continued. 
“Reigel shouldn’t have gotten herself 
involved — the parties should have 
settled it themselves.”

Disputed reports
Po told Warwick that May 18, “he 

was allowed onto the property to 
collect the items that he stated were 
his and the current lessee did not have 
any problems with this being done and 
even pointed items out and asked Po 
if the item was Po’s. Po told me that 
all seemed OK but later he began 
getting called about him taking the 
items he took. 

“Po said that he was told he was 
going to be arrested for taking the 
items and Po told me that if he needed 
to return the items he would. I was 
unaware of any complaints regarding 
this matter and told Po that as long 
as the person managing the property 
told him to take the items, I did not 
see the issue.” 

Some say that Po merely went 
to collect his things with the town 
officials for security purposes; the 
current lessee, Matt Litrenta, told 
Warwick he had made it clear to Po 
before May 18 that Po needed to go 
and get any property that belonged 
to him. According to Warwick, 
Litrenta “even puts in his statement 
that Po went through the appropriate 
channels and communicated with the 
landowners. Warwick continues in 
his report:

“Matt says that he was approached 
by Dan Zeck (compliance officer for 
the Town of Moffat) while he was at 
215 Lincoln Ave. Matt said that Zeck 
explained that the Mayor (Patricia 
Reigel) wanted to speak to someone 
regarding the property at 714 Mayor 
Patricia Reigel Blvd (MPRB). Matt 

said that the Mayor was parked in 
her car also there at 215 Lincoln Ave. 

“He also said that he went over 
to the Mayor’s car and asked if she 
needed to get into the property. Matt 
said that the Mayor responded with 
something that Matt considered to 
be acknowledgement of yes. Matt 
says that he asked if it was regarding 
cannabis waste [at the site] that they 
had disposed of several days before 
and received a mutter that he again 
took as a yes response from the Mayor. 

When he arrived at the grow May 
18 to meet Po, Matt continued, “He 
[Matt] opened the gate with the Mayor 
standing beside him. Matt said that 
seconds later Dan Zeck, compliance 
officer for the Town of Moffat, opened 
the gate completely and several 
people walked in including Po, Zeck, 
a Mr. Ernie Gonzales, and a Mrs. Jen 
Thomas. Matt said that Po told him 
he was there to get his lights, which 
was apparently communicated to the 
property owner. 

“Po also mentioned to Matt that he 
was also there to get an unassembled 
greenhouse. Matt said that he was 
suspicious about this and called his 
landlord Michael Biggio. Matt said 
that since the Mayor and members 
of the Canna Valley Consulting were 
there with Po he felt that whatever 
they were doing was authorized and 
mandated so Matt left to take care of 
other business that he needed to do.

“Matt said that after about an hour 
had passed, he was contacted by 
Biggio and the lights and cam filters 
were all that the property owner had 
given permission to Po to take. Matt 
said that he and Biggio went to the 
property to stop them from taking 
anything that was not authorized but 
that everything was already done, and 
Po was leaving the property.”

Later a date was set for Biggio and 
Litrenta to meet with Po to accept 
some returned items, but Po was 
a no show. The following is taken 
verbatim form the conclusion of 
Sheriff Warwick’s report.

“[Litrenta] said that a meeting 
was scheduled for May 21 to discuss 
what had occurred. He stayed in his 
vehicle [during the meeting] and did 
not get in on the conversation. The 
meeting was between Biggio, a Mrs. 
Whitney Justice who also is a lessee 
on the property, Mayor Reigel, Po 
and Gonzales. The meeting did not 
resolve any of the issues and Deputy 
Clark was dispatched to the location 
after the meeting had ended. 

“I received a copy of a letter 
that was given to Matt, signed by 
Mayor Patricia Reigel that it is her 
directive, with the permission of 

A Moffat code enforcement official helps load items from the property of Zengxi Gao, claimed to be owned 
by a former employee, into a truck for transport.

MAYOR
Continued from Page 1A

Matt for Garegin Pogosyan (Po) to 
enter the property located at 714 
Mayor Patricia Reigel Blvd. to gather 
personal property. This letter also 
states that Po’s property has been on 
the premises for over five months 
and the town’s investigation has been 
completed and Po is now allowed to 
remove the property. 

It is unknown what investigation 
is being referred to. 

“I also received a statement from 
Zengxi Gao, the owner of 714 Mayor 
Patricia Reigel Blvd. The statement 
says that the items taken from his 
property located at 714 Mayor Patricia 
Reigel Blvd. was taken without his 
permission. Gao also said the items 
were his and did not belong to Po. 
Gao priced the taken items at $43,400. 

“Gao also provided me with a letter 
that he had sent to, James Burack who 
apparently is someone with the State 
Marijuana Enforcement Division. 
In the letter Gao states that Mayor 
Reigel had permission from someone 

‘high up’ in the Colorado Marijuana 
Enforcement Division that authorized 
her to take the items from Gao’s 
property. This letter is asking Burack 
who authorized the items to be taken. 

“July 27, I called to speak to 
someone from the Colorado Marijuana 
Enforcement Division but was unable 
to reach anyone that would explain 

that they would not give permission 
for someone to remove property and 
that they have no authority to do that.”

Following this discussion. Warwick 
then submitted his recommendation 
to pursue charges against Reigel to 
district attorney Willett. 

online using our student information 
system — PowerSchool. A link to 
registration will be provided on the 
school web page and posted on the 
school Facebook page. 

New registrants and current 
families can easily create an account 
and update important information 
such as phone numbers and 
emergency contacts.  Registration 
opens Thursday, Aug. 6. 

Mountain Valley School staff 
will also be available to help those 
who need support completing 
registration forms over the phone by 
calling the school at 719-655-2578. 

During registration, parents will 
select either an in-person or online 
option. Both options will follow 

the district-adopted calendar to 
the greatest extent possible. A 
school calendar can be found on 
our MVSD web page.  An in-person 
registration day will not be offered 
this year. 

The plan features a 100 percent 
Online and Free Option taught by 
MVSD teachers and/or Colorado 
Digital Learning Solutions (CDLS). 
All students will receive a district-
issued Chromebook. Remote 
learning for all students will resume 
in the event of cohort dismissal or 
school closure. 

The internet will be installed for 
students that need connectivity at 
home. Instruction through virtual 
class meetings and online content 

will be delivered to students daily. 
Attendance will be taken. 

Mountain Valley School will 
follow state mandates, guidance 
from the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment 
(CDPHE), and guidance from the 
Colorado Department of Education 
(CDE).  COVID-19 guidance 
changes frequently as data becomes 
available. 

Back-to-school interviews to 
replace back-to-school night are 
available. 

Those attending Mountain Valley 
School are encouraged to read the 
entire document at the link above 
for specifics regarding hygiene and 
in-person health precautions.  

MVS
Continued from Page 1A

Subscribe 
Online! .com
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DOC’S
OUTDOOR
Sports “Your 

Prescriptio
n For

Outdoor Fun”

Full line Sporting 
Goods Store

719-873-5151
31101 W. Hwy. 160

South Fork
www.docsoutdoor.com

T-Shirts • Hoodies
Fudge • Souvenirs

Fishing & Hunting 
Licenses

Fishing •Camping 
Hunting • Guns & Ammo

Equipment Rental
Skis & Snowboards

Insurance 
Company

HOME • AUTO • LIFE
Contact me today for a 

complete insurance review.

Shari Oliver, Agent

852-8840
729 First Ave.
Monte Vista, 
CO 81144

719.657.3376
Del Norte

719.658.0126
Creede

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

www.truelocalbank.com

That’s Alissa’s Dream 
Home, What’s Yours?

At Del Norte Bank, 
Your Dream Home is 

Our Dream.

NMLS 446071

Run all the errands on 
your list right 

here in town!

Why spend your hard-earned 
dollars here in the community?

| Local merchants go the extra mile for customers.
| More unique places to shop make 

a more vibrant place to live.
| You’ll save time and gas by staying in town.

| Taxes paid by small businesses 
help support our community.

| Supporting local businesses brings jobs to our area.
| Getting to know local business owners 

helps strengthen our neighborhoods. 

Financial Advisor
SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

By Trey spauLding

COLORADO -  Tuesday, July 
28, Colorado Governor Jared Polis 
announced that 15 Colorado counties 
with a daily average of 100+ positive 
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 people 
during the past two weeks (counties 
in red on map) have been notified 
that they could lose their COVID-19 
variances if they do not reverse the 
100+ threshold within two weeks of 
the date of their notification. Polis 
stated that counties who do not reverse 
their case growth rate will have to 
return to the “Safer at Home” phase. 
To reverse the growth, counties need 

to follow their mitigation plans which 
are administration required per their 
variance application with the state. 
Polis also cautioned that all counties 
with increasing growth rates who are 
below the 100+ daily cases threshold 
need to take prompt and bold action on 
the local level to lower case growth.

In the San Luis Valley, Mineral 
county is the only county that exceeds 
the 100+ daily case threshold and 
could lose its variance. Alamosa 
county is in the 51-100 daily case 
rate while all other counties in the 
area are seeing 50 or less daily cases 
per 100,000. 

Counties warned of 
possible COVID-19 
variance reversal

Perseid Meteor 
Shower

By darLene danKO

Now that July is almost over, 
the days are getting shorter and 
the nights are getting longer. So 
now we can observe the night sky 
again without having to stay up late, 
as long as the sky is clear. Amazingly 
July has been having a lot of rain that 
we desperately need to get out of the 
drought we’ve been in this year. So 
the rain is welcome!

The Perseid Meteor Shower peaks 
on the night of Aug. 11/12, but they 
are visible from July 17 to Aug. 24.  
The peak is when most are visible, and 
the Perseids can produce up to 100 
meteors per hour. But I think there 
will be a lot for a few nights before 
and after the peak. Last year the full 
moon occurred during the peak, but 
this year it occurs on Aug. 3.  So the 
last quarter moon is on the 11th making 
it 10 times dimmer than the full moon. 
After that the moon will get dimmer 
as it reaches the New Moon phase 
on the 18th. So I think viewing will 
be good for the week after the peak.

They are the result of trails of 
debris left over from Comet 109P/
Swift-Tuttle which completes one full 
orbit of the Sun every 133 years. The 
debris streak into our atmosphere at 
36 miles per second, then they burn 
up into a fiery burst of light. It’s our 
best and most exciting meteor shower.

Pre dawn hours are always the best 
for viewing, but the moon will add 
some light to the sky. On the peak 
night the moon won’t rise until 1 a.m. 
and be only 10 percent as bright as 
the full moon. You’ll be able to see a 
lot of them before going to bed. Look 
in the NE and you’ll see them flying 
around and up overhead. They’ll be 
fast moving bright streaks.

The reason you can see more 
meteors in the early morning is 

yOur nighT sKy

because the Earth has rotated, so 
the night side is now heading into 
the stream. Before midnight the 
meteors must catch up with Earth, so 
they’re most numerous from 1 a.m. 
to 4:30 a.m. You just have to deal 
with the moon this year, but it will 
get dimmer as the days progress. 3 
a.m. is predicted to be the most active 
time. That’s why I think you’ll have a 
week of good mornings after the 12th. 
They will rise higher as the morning 
progresses and be visible high in the 
northeast.

On the 19th I got to see Comet 
NEOWISE. It’s now visible in the 
evening sky. Just look in the NW 
below the Big Dipper. I took my 
binoculars out at 9:30 and with them I 
found the comet. It was bright with a 
long hazy tail on its upper right. Then 
I went back out at 9:45 when the sky 
was darker. The comet had dropped 
down a little, but was brighter. Then 
when I looked at the sky without the 
binoculars I could see it as a faint haze 
going up to the right below the Big 
Dipper. So that was an amazing night!

 Also Venus swings into its greatest 
elongation in the morning sky. Just 
look in the ESE for it, and you will 
see a very bright planet. So enjoy the 
planet and the meteor shower!  We 
like to go out and soak in our hot tub 
while we watch the Perseids in the 
evening. Then I get up  during the 
night to  watch  some more.
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BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

The other day on the internet, I saw an old 
commercial of a semi truck that had these 
words painted on the side: JONNY KAT, 
KITTY LITTER. For some reason that had a 
profound affect on me. Imagine a semi full of 
kitty litter! 40,000 pounds of scented, colored, 
and packaged cat box contents!

That has to say something about our affluent 
society, about the shape of our civilization. 
Some of our past inventions are quite practi-
cal and ingenious. The self-sealing, puncture 
proof tire, mercury lights, insecticide ear 
tags, microwave ovens, the Salk vaccine, four 
wheel drive, frozen orange juice and boxed 
beef. Pistachio tree roots are susceptible to 
certain kinds of root rot. But peach tree roots 
are more resistant. So the pistachio growers 
graft pistachio trunks onto peach tree roots. 
Clever.

Consider how much artificial insemina-
tion has done to improve the quality of our 

livestock production. Genetic engineering is 
space age technology.

But sometimes when we strive to achieve 
we go off the deep end. Take the cell phone. 
When they first appeared on the scene they 

were expensive, heavy and required two hands 
to operate. Now you can get a disposable one 
with a camera that adds, subtracts, calculates 
square roots, tells you the time in Singapore, 
wakes you up, plays you a tune, gives you the 
weather and news, takes your pulse, calendars 
all your events and reminds you of them all, 
and controls all appliances in your house! 
What I’d like to find is a cell phone that gives 
me more hours in a day!

And speaking of rotting edges affluence, 
how about aerosol cheese spread? I thought 
plastic wrapped, individual cheese slices were 
pretty decadent but you can also foam it onto 
your crackers like shaving cream.

Yep, we’ve surrounded ourselves with 
creations that have gone a step beyond 
their original purpose; fender skirts, square 
headlights and veterinarians with PhD’s. 
Some might even include Pekingese, 
Chihuahua or Appaloosa in that group 

but I know how sensitive animal breeders 
are so I certainly wouldn’t include them. 
Obviously our adventures into the extreme 
or entertaining are useful. We learn and 
perfect by doing.

Well, my digital ballpoint pen is playing 
“Mammas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up 
To Be Cowboys,” so I guess it’s time to brush 
my teeth and hit the sack. I hope the batteries 
are still charged in my computerized flosser.

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-

ian and irregular commentator on National 

Public Radio, is America’s best-selling cowboy 

poet. He is a frequent performer at national 

stock shows and rodeos as well as in many 

smaller local events. He is author of several 

books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and 

Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com

Shady Burro Enduro 
will ride in August

By Lyndsie ferreLL

SOUTH FORK- Shady Burro 
Enduro in partnership with the Rocky 
Mountain Enduro Racers will be 
coming back to South Fork after a 
year’s break for their fourth annual 
motor dirt bike race in South Fork. 
Enduro Coordinator and Director 
Scott Bright and his team have spent 
countless hours planning with several 
agencies to ensure the safety of both 
the riders and the community of 
South Fork.

“The plan we are using has been 

tested and has been successful for 
several other racing events across 
the state, and in other locations, and 
has been approved by all assisting 
agencies. We have been working 
with the Rio Grande National For-
est, National Forest Service, Rio 
Grande County, Rio Grande County 
Sheriff’s Department, Town of South 
Fork, CDOT, Colorado State Patrol 
and the railroad in order to make this 
happen,” said Bright. 

The group has had to make several 

Please see ENDURO on Page 2

SOUTH FORK - Emmanuel 
Chapel of South Fork, CO is cel-
ebrating 80 years of continuous 
service to South Fork and the San 
Luis Valley in south central Colo-
rado. The celebration is scheduled 
for Aug. 1-2, 2020. The actual an-
niversary of the dedication date is 
Dec. 8, 2020, which is the culmina-
tion of 80 years of continuous wor-
ship, prayers, community ministry 
and biblical education. 

South Fork, like many other 
western communities in the late 
1800s, longed for Christian reli-
gious services close to home, but 
their chance was not to come until 
late 1938. Just how Emmanuel 
Chapel came into being is a fasci-
nating story. 

In the 1890s, Rev. Boston 
“Uncle” Smith, supervisor of 
Baptist Missionaries in Minne-
sota, contacted the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad asking for the loan 
of a passenger car each weekend 
to be used for religious services. 
This request set in motion a 
series of events that resulted in 
the dedication of the first Baptist 
Chapel Car named Evangel May 
23, 1891. Evangel was the first 
of seven Baptist Chapel Cars, 
all constructed by the Barney & 
Smith Car Company in Dayton, 
Ohio. In addition to the seven 
Baptist Chapel Cars, three Cha-
pel Cars were sponsored by the 
Episcopal Church and another 

The history of Emmanuel 
Chapel and its Chapel Car

As a result of hours of dedicated volunteer time and gifts and grants 
of money, Emmanuel’s interior and exterior were beautifully restored 
to the guidelines of the National Register by 1982. Emmanuel Chapel 
Car is on permanent display at Prairie Village, South Dakota.

Emmanuel Chapel Car had benches for 50 people. An organ 
and a pulpit were at the front. The rear compartment contained 
living quarters for the minister and his family. Please see CHAPEL on Page 3
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Saturdays at the corner of 
6th Street & State Avenue  

Masks 

Required

8-8:30 a.m. open for 
COVID high risk shoppers

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
open to general public

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

ACROSS

 1. Seed part
 7. Productive
13. Popular cocktail
14. Sausages
16. Western state
17. Natural desires
19. Defunct British automaker
20. Early media tycoon
22. Move from one place to 

another
23. Letter of Semitic abjads
25. Female birds
26. Umbrella brand
28. Delinquent
29. Tax collector
30. Cooking tool
31. Female sibling
33. Flat-topped hat
34. Angolan currency
36. Boardwalk candy
38. European nation
40. Leaflike part of palm

41. Removed with solvent

43. Uttered words

44. Unfashionable person

45. Disappointed

47. Controversial device in 
soccer

48. 007’s creator

51. Pain

53. UCLA mascot

55. Razorbill

56. Turkic people

58. Mimic

59. Crime involving fire

60. And, Latin

61. A saponaceous quality

64. Dorm employee

65. Estate lands

67. States

69. They slow you down

70. Gets up

DOWN

 1. One or the other

 2. Doc

 3. Songs have them

 4. Record of payment (abbr.)

 5. Speak endlessly

 6. American state

 7. Digressions

 8. Tell on

 9. Brews

10. Belongs to the bottom layer

11. American cigarette brand

12. Legal voting age in US

13. Dish

15. Expelled air from the nose

18. Body art

21. Fierce, destructive act

24. Bear bright yellow flowers

26. Japanese delicacy

27. Get off your feet

30. Male organs in some 
invertebrates

32. __, so good

35. Cleverness

37. Protest yacht

38. Anesthetized

39. Mollified

42. Touch lightly

43. Diego, Francisco, Anselmo

46. Some windows have them

47. National capital

49. Squirrels like them

50. Grandmothers

52. Painter’s tool

54. News organization

55. __ and thesis: musical term

57. Famed activist Parks

59. __ Spumante (Italian wine)

62. A number or amount not 
specified

63. Body part

66. Of I

68. Old English

changes to the event plans in order 
to comply with both state and local 
COVID-19 regulations and has re-
ceived approval from all of the above 
agencies to move forward with this 
year’s race. “The Forest Service has 
been instrumental in the planning 
process and we were able to come 
to an agreement. We have received 
permits from CODT and the county 
to allow access to trails and have 
devised a plan that will meet social 
distancing guidelines.”

“We are really happy to be back 
this year and will be continuing this 
event for years to come. This is going 
to be a tradition here in South Fork 
and the San Luis Valley. We are eager 
to bring the business to the area and 
help in any way we can. We have 
seen this particular plan work all over 
the state over the summer and we are 
confident it will work.”

Bright also explained that there 
will be social distancing at the camp-
ing location which is the field located 
next to Highway 160 east of South 
Fork where Rhythms on the Rio typi-
cally takes place. “The owner Kurt 
Carlton is very supportive and proud 
of South Fork and its businesses. 
They are happy to have us coming 
back this year.”

Other than the COVID-19 changes 
that will be taking place, the race is 
going to look relatively the same ac-
cording to Bright. The race will take 

place on the south side of Highway 
160 on Rio Grande National Forest 
roads Saturday and the north side 
of the road Sunday. Travelers in the 
area should expect a rise in traffic in 
the mornings from 8 a.m. until 10 
a.m. as racers head out to the trails 
and from around 4 p.m. until dark in 
the evenings on both Saturday and 
Sunday Aug. 8 and 9.

The race is made to test the endur-
ance of any rider regardless of age or 
ability. Participants will be riding the 
trails located north of town in the Rio 
Grande Forest between South Fork 
and Del Norte. Riders travel any-
where from 50 to 90 miles of trails 
per day and undergo rigorous skills 
tests throughout the race.

Bright also explained that the 
group would like to continue the 
tradition of supporting and endors-
ing local businesses. “Whether they 
are gas stations, restaurants, you’re 
selling propane or have another busi-
ness that you would like to promote, 
please contact us with a logo or a link 
and we will use it on our T-shirts, our 
website or our Facebook page. We 
are all about engaging businesses 
however we can.”

To contact Bright, please visit www.
shadyburro.com, visit their Facebook 
page at Shady Burro Enduro or email 
Bright at scott@scottbright.net for 
more information or to participate in 
the business endorsement.

ENDURO Continued from Page 1

4UR Ranch topic of newly published book
C R E E D E – 

A newly pub-
lished book de-
tailing the his-
tory of the 4UR 
Ranch at Wag-
on Wheel, just 
south of here, 
h i t  books tore 
shelves and on 
Amazon July 6.

“4UR Ranch 
at Wagon Wheel 
H o t  S p r i n g s 
Resort: A His-
tory” was writ-
ten by Adams 
State University 
teacher Sandra 
Wagner,  wi th 
con t r i bu t ions 
by ranch owners 
Pete and Lind-
sey Leavell, and 
was published 
b y  A r c a d i a 
Publishing, Inc. 
based in South 
Carolina. Arca-
dia is the “na-

tion’s leading publisher of books 
of local history and local interest.”

According to a press release, 
Native Americans used the heal-
ing waters of the Wagon Wheel 
Gap hot springs for thousands of 
years prior to American settlement. 
An area rich in geologic features 
enticed pre-treaty explorers.

But it  was the 1873 Brunot 
Treaty that brought mining inter-
ests and a silver boom to the San 
Juans. Modernization to a first-
class resort followed on more than 
3,000 acres with 6 miles of world-
class fishing that has attracted 
illustrious guests such as Walt 
Disney, John Wayne and Dwight 
Eisenhower.

Follow the history of this centu-
ry-old ranch, including its various 
owners, from its infancy through to 
the establishment of the surround-
ing exclusive community. The 
4UR Ranch has been in the Leavell 
family for more than 40 years.

Now with the fourth generation 
contributing, the Leavells hope 
to be welcoming guests for many 
years to come and continue their 
stewardship of this extraordinary 
valley.

Wagner, who co-authored “Hid-
den History of the Upper Rio 
Grande and San Luis Valley” with 
her mother-in-law, Carol Ann 
Wetherill, grew up and attended 
college in northern Colorado. She 
retired in 2008 as a chemist at 

Los Alamos National Laboratory 
in New Mexico and now teaches 
chemistry part-time at Adams 
State.

She and Wetherill started jointly 
writing history articles in 2006 for 
the Lake City newspaper.
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970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 8/30/2020.

 Starter 

Package

$52999 
Minimum Install fee of $105*

500 Main Street, Alamosa, CO 81101 

(719) 589-5895

Other options also available.
Call for details.

Home & Office 
Security System

Includes: 
• 1 Keypad Panel (English) 
• 3 Door/Window Contacts 
• 1 Infrared Motion Detector 
• 1 Key Ring Remote

Shop Local! 

*Alamosa rate only, please call for outside area details

three by the Catholic Church from 
the late 1890s to the 1940s when the 
churches discontinued their railroad 
missionary efforts. 

This began a new era of “railroad 
missionaries” and portable “Chapel 
Cars” that traveled to remote West-
ern towns along the railroads that 
were beginning to crisscross the 
West. The purpose of these “chapel 
cars” was to preach and teach the 
Gospel of Christ. Their major targets 
were the thousands of settlers who 
had scrambled from the East in the 
1880s to claim their special spots 
in the Wild West as homesteaders. 
Many of those first settlers were 
devout Christians, but they had left 
their churches behind them. 

On May 26, 1893, the second 
Baptist Chapel Car Emmanuel was 
dedicated into service at the an-
nual Baptist convention in Denver. 
From its dedication in 1893 until it 
finally appeared on a railroad siding 
in South Fork in 1938, Chapel Car 
Emmanuel carried the Gospel of 
Christ throughout the western and 
northwestern United States. A great 
deal of time was spent in the frontier 
towns of Arizona, Colorado, and 
California. Railroads agreed to pull 
Emmanuel from town to town and to 
use railroad sidings free of charge. 
Emmanuel was sidetracked mainly 
at smaller, rural towns where few, if 
any, churches had been established. 
During the stay in a town, church 
services and Sunday schools were 
held, marriages and baptisms were 
performed, and residents were coun-
seled. A traveling missionary and his 
family were given separated living 
quarters in the Chapel Car that often 
doubled as Sunday school space for 
children. 

After 46 years of service, Chapel 
Car Emmanuel eventually came to 
South Fork and was settled on a 
side-track near the water tower. The 
first Sunday services in Chapel Car 
Emmanuel began Jan. 8, 1939. Prior 
to this time, some Sunday school 
was held in the late 1800s in the 
log country school and in the early 
1900s in the redbrick country school 

CHAPEL Continued from Page 1

located less than a mile south of the 
present day Emmanuel Chapel site. 
Chapel Car Emmanuel remained in 
South Fork for three years to serve 
as both a church for the commu-
nity and a home for the missionary/
minister. 

Reverend Howard Parry, the first 
missionary, began Sunday school 
classes and church services in the 
railroad car. Outside, it resembled 
an ordinary railroad car, but inside, 
most of it was formed into a church 
– complete with a pulpit, organ and 
pew-like chairs with seating for 50. 

The Parry family had their liv-
ing quarters in a small part of the 
remainder of the car consisting of 
living, bathing, sleeping and cook-
ing facilities. It was Rev. Parry 
who first dreamed of a permanent 
church building for the South Fork 
community. After preaching in the 
Chapel car from 1939 to 1940, he 
became the original sponsor for the 
construction of what was to become 
Emmanuel Chapel. He helped to 
form the plans for the location and 
design of the church and induced 
many people to donate money and 
skills in helping to make Emmanuel 

Emmanuel Chapel Car  Early 1900s

Howard & Mary Parry 1939 - Howard and Mary Parry brought 
stability and devotion to the Emmanuel Chapel Car Ministry in 
South Fork, Colorado.

Chapel a reality for the people of 
South Fork. 

In January 1940, Mr. George 
“Cap” Horton gave 1 acre of land for 
the purpose of building a community 
church, with a hall attached to be 
used for community meetings. On 
Feb. 13, 1940, 16 men and women 

Please see MINISTRY on Page 7
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01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
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EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment 
Options

We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items must
 be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
I do solemnly swear that I will sup-
port and defend the Constitution 
of the United States of America 
against all Enemies foreign and 
domestic; Ken Ketch. (8/5)

 Looking to Buy! Gold and Sil-
ver! Top Dollar Paid Coins, Bars, 
Rounds, Jewelry, Silverware. Call for 
Details: 303-552-1501 Kevin. (7/30)

WE BUY ANTLERS: 5 miles west 
of Del Norte on HWY 160.  719-657-
0942 (8/19)TFN 

Unit 76 Archery Deer Landowner 
Voucher. Wil pay top dollar. 970-
641-4934. (8/19)

Saguache County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment: Thanks for checking on LaRoy.  
LaRoy, ya scared the snot outta me. 
You think going down that mountain 
side on a horse was wild? Hee hee, I 
took the brakes off your wheelchair.  
PR brand on the side of the trailer, a 
lady pumping gas in Del Norte . A 
horse named Pain? Hope ya’ll had a 
good day! SLV Puppy Chow

07 Help Wanted
HOUSE KEEPERS WANTED! Ap-
ply in person at TWIN RIVERS 
CABINS AND RV PARK, west of 
Antonito. 719-376-5710 (8/20)

Optometric Assistant: The Opto-
metric Assistant works closely with 
the doctor to assist in providing 
their highest level of vision care to 
the patients.    The Optometric As-
sistant will be responsible for taking 
patient histories, performing routine 
pre-testing, contact lens instruction, 
while offering friendly, courteous, and 
confidential assistance to all patients. 
Job Qualifications: Requirements 
include completion of high school, 
or its equivalent.  Manual dexterity, 
a neat appearance and tactfulness in 
dealing with patients are necessary 
for success with employment.   At-
tention to detail is necessary with 
proficiency in spelling and great skills 
in communication,  multitasking and 
1 year clinical experience preferred.  
Bilingual speaker is a plus.  Computer 
skills required.  Full-Time position, 
Monday thru Friday. Approximately 
37-40 hours  $12.00/Hour

No insurance benefits. Job Close 
Date:  July 31, 2020 Resume will 
need to accompany Application 
which may be obtained at: ggarcia@
mveyecare.org ATTN:GINA GAR-
CIA No phone calls. (8/19)

Medical Office Receptionist: The 
medical office receptionist pro-
vides assistance to patients, doc-

tors, office employees, and other 
individuals. This employee helps the 
clinic run smoothly by scheduling ap-
pointments, greeting and checking in 
patients, answering phones, maintain-
ing accounts and records, and other 
tasks as needed.  From the moment 
the patient walks through our door or 
calls, they should feel like part of the 
family.   Whether in person or over 
the phone, you are typically  the  first 
face or voice our patients will see or 
hear. Your role in this process cannot 
be overstated! Job Qualifications: 
Requirements include completion of 
high school, or its equivalent.  A neat 
appearance and tactfulness in dealing 
with patients are necessary for suc-
cess with employment.   Attention to 
detail is necessary with proficiency in 
spelling and great skills in communi-
cation, multitasking and 1 year office 
experience preferred.  Demonstrated 
ability to interact with healthcare 
professionals, patients, and insurance 
companies alike, excellent customer 
service skills.  Pleasant phone de-
meanor; bilingual speaker preferred 
. Computer skills required.   Full-
Time position, Monday thru Friday. 
Approximately 37-40 hours $12.00/
Hour No insurance benefits Job Close 
Date: July 31, 202Resume will need 
to accompany Application which may 
be obtained at: ggarcia@mveyecare.
org ATTN: GINA GARCIA No phone 

calls. (8/19)

The Del Norte Jr/Sr High School 
is accepting applications for a 
full-time Art Teacher.  The position 
would include junior high Art classes 
and high school Studio Art classes.  
To apply please visit dncsd.org to 
download the application and submit 
a completed application to Aaron 
Horrocks at ahorrocks@urtigers.co or 
call (719) 657 - 4040 ext 1001 for 
more information. (8/5)

Del Norte Elementary School is 
seeking an energetic, caring candi-
date to serve as a PARA-EDUCA-
TOR. Applicants must have a high 
school diploma.  Please submit your 
application to Amy Duda, DNES 
Principal at 950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO 81132; aduda@urtigers.co; 
or call 719-657-4030. The position 
will be open until filled. Please pick 
up an application at the District Office 
or on-line at dncsd.org. (7/30)

The Del Norte Jr/Sr High School 
is accepting applications for a full-
time Physical Education Teacher.  
The position would include Junior 
High PE classes and High School 
Strength and Conditioning class.  
To apply please visit dncsd.org to 

download the application and submit 
completed applications to Aaron Hor-
rocks at ahorrocks@urtigers.co or call 
(719) 657 - 4040 ext 1001 for more 
information. (8/12)

Police Chief: The Town of South 
Fork is seeking qualified applicants 
for the position of Chief of Police.  
The Chief of Police provides over-
sight of all activities of the Police 
Department including, but not 
limited to administration, com-
munication, investigation, patrol, 
and supervision. The Police Chief 
also actively participates in routine 
daily patrol shifts and provides 24 
hour on call police coverage for the 
Town.  Qualifications: Colorado POST 
Certification is required and minimum 
of five (5) years of supervisory level 
law enforcement experience for a 
similar or larger organization, with 
command level experience preferred.  
High School graduate or equivalent 
required and bachelor degree is 
preferred. Candidate should be able 
to demonstrate knowledge of police 
department operations, personnel 
management, knowledge of best prac-
tices in municipal police services, and 
local government administration. Ap-
plicants must be willing to undergo; 
an Oral Board, Psychological Evalua-
tion, Background Investigation, Drug 
Testing, and Physical. Salary range is 
$48,000 to $56,000 DOQ.  The Town 
of South Fork offers an attractive 
benefits package and assigned police 
vehicle.  The application and position 
information is available at www.colo-
rado.gov/southforkcolorado.  Position 
is open until filled, first review of 
applications is to begin on August 1, 
2020.  The Town of South Fork is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. (7/29)

WANTED: Saguache County Road 
and Bridge is hiring for Operator 
I positions. REQUIREMENTS: 
Applicants must possess a current 
Class-A CDL license with heavy 
semi-truck endorsement and a cur-

rent medical certificate.  Applicants 
should have a high school diploma 
or GED and six months or more of 
relevant experience.  Prospective 
employees applying with Saguache 
County will be required to submit and 
pass a pre-employment drug screen-
ing and criminal background check. 
Operator I is a full time position – ap-
plicants must be able to operate light 
and heavy equipment and perform 
manual labor in the maintenance, 
repair and minor construction of 
roads, streets, bridges, signs, mark-
ings and related facilities.  Applicants 
must be physically capable of periods 
of sustained physical exertion and 
may be required to lift and move 
up to 75 lbs. to 150 lbs.  Applica-
tions are available at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge Office 305 
3rd Street, PO Box 476, Saguache, 
CO  81149 – 719-655-2554 or on the 
Saguache County website – www.sa-
guachecounty.net under the Road and 
Bridge Department tab.  Please fill out 
and submit the Drivers-Application.  
A complete job description is also 
available at the Road and Bridge Of-
fice. Completed applications can be 
hand delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge – at the ad-
dress listed above, sent by email to 
mhashbarger@saguachecounty-co.
gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. AP-
PLICATION DEADLINE: Open until 
qualified candidates are hired. Sagua-
che County is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (8/6)

WANTED: Saguache County Land-
fill is Hiring for an additional 
Full Time Attendant. REQUIRE-
MENTS:  Applicants must fill out 
and submit an application, must be 
an experienced front end loader op-
erator and possess a valid driver’s 
license.  Applicants should have a 
high school diploma or GED and six 
months or more of relevant experi-
ence.  Final candidates applying with 
Saguache County will be required to 

submit and pass a pre-employment 
drug screen and criminal background 
check.   Pay D.O.E.  Landfill Atten-
dant is a full time 40 hour per week 
position – starting at 8:00 A.M. each 
day Tuesday through Saturday (sub-
ject to change).  Those applying must 
be an experienced front end loader 
operator, have the ability to do strenu-
ous outdoor physical labor in extreme 
weather conditions and be able to lift 
and/or move 20 lbs. to 75 lbs.  Appli-
cations are available at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge/Landfill 
Office 305 3rd Street, PO Box 476, 
Saguache, CO  81149 – 719-655-2554 
or on the Saguache County website – 
www.saguachecounty.net under the 
Landfill Department tab. Completed 
applications can be hand delivered 
or mailed to Saguache County Road 
and Bridge/Landfill Office – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until a qualified candidate is hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (8/6)

The Town of Center is accepting 
applications to fill an entry level po-
sition in their Utility Department. 
Applicant should possess knowledge 
and skills in all aspects of high volt-
age power lines, gas systems, water 
distribution, and sanitation. Applicant 
should accept duties of construction, 
repair, maintenance, and operation of 
these systems. Applicant must also 
operate trucks, backhoe, and other 
equipment in the performance of these 
duties. The duties also included are 
heavy manual labor and utilization 
of a large variety of hand tools. Ap-
plicant must also have the ability to 
interact with customers and possess 
good communication skills. Applicant 
must also pass a background check 
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San Luis Valley
Area Real Estate

Contact Chelsea or Trey for 
advertising information today!

719-852-3531 or MonteVistaAds@gmail.com

Everything you could want from mountain living! 
4 bedrooms • 4.5 baths • 4,504 sq. ft.

• 6 acres •$888,000
Custom-built home in River Island Ranch 
with a built in theater, 5 car heated garage and 
2 car separate garage, screened-in porch, safe 
room, wet bar and much more! The yard has 
a sprinkler system and a fire pit, perfect for 
entertaining! POA includes access to fishing 
on the RIo Grande, road maintenance and 
snow removal. MLS# 765728 

104 Explorer Way • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

You won’t believe your eyes! Stunning Views, Lots of Wildlife! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,900 sq. ft. $549,000 

Check out some of the best, 360 degree, hilltop views in South Fork 
from your deck! Open kitchen, dining and living area, vaulted ceil-
ings, Jacuzzi tub, finished basement with a rec room! MLS #767631

852 Soaring Eagle Lane • South Fork 
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

New Listing! Charming Family Home,
Priced to Sell! 

4 bedroom • 2 bath • 1,850 sq. ft. • $215,000
Comfortable family home with large balcony to 

enjoy your mountain views!  Nice kitchen, stone fire-
place, wood-burning stove and beautiful bathrooms! MLS # 758665

198 Elm Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

Cozy Home! Owner Will Carry Mortgage!
1 bedroom •1.75bath $159,900

Park model with enclosed sun room in River’s Edge Resort! Perfect as 
a second home or weekend getaway in a 55+ community! Includes all 

furniture and furnishings, down to the pots & pans. Private access to the 
river, lots of recreation activities and community activities! Owner will 

Carry Mortgage! MLS #762858
38 Denette Lane • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

New Listing! Golf Course Living at its finest! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,0978 sq. ft. • $379,000

Stunning views in all directions with huge windows, luxurious master suite, 
rock propane fireplace, high-end Jenn Air appliances, custom cabinetry, 
large stone patio for entertaining, 2-car garage and so much more! Rio 

Grande Club Membership and Home Furnishings negotiable. MLS #767109 
6827 Snead Ln • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Call Kazie at
719-850-2827

Kazie Hayes
Associate Broker

22 Jackson St. • South Fork
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Well established 
Property Management 
Company for sale in 
South Fork. Serious 

inquiries only please.  

4 bedroom • 3 bath • 2,492 sq. ft. • $377,500
Recently-built spacious home ready for your family! 

Enjoy 360 degree mountain views on an 1,800 sq. ft. deck
3-car garage and many more amenities! 
515 Mountain View Blvd. • Monte Vista 

MLS# 766729
Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Beautiful Home on 35 Acres SW of Monte Vista!

PRICE REDUCED!

5 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 3,216 sq. ft. •$630,000
Remodeled in 2016, the home has large, double-pane windows to 
enjoy the views, quartz counter tops, new stainless steel applianc-
es, a private master suite with amazing features and so many more 
unique details. Heated 3-car attached garage plus addtl. detached 
garage/tack room.  Established hay-meadow with surface water 

rights and 1.5 shares of Rio Grande Piedra ditch.
MLS# 769101

Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Fantastic Home on 40 Acres with Water!

2 bedroom • 1 bath • 720 sq. ft. •$179,000 
This cabin has new a new roof, new plumbing, electrical and more, 
plus a full acre of property for privacy, only yards away from world 

class fly-fishing on the Conejos River. Two enclosed porches for 
relaxing with your family and taking in the sunshine!

MLS# 769112
Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Secluded Cabin Getaway!

Kazie Hayes, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
22 Jackson St. • South Fork

www.legendspremierproperties.com

GREAT PROPERTY NEAR GOLF COURSE!
Wooded lot in planned unit de-
velopment on a quiet cul-de-sac 
in town with water system and 
septic in. Seller will pay water 
tap fee. Lots of peace and wild-
life. Don’t miss out! 17 miles 
from world class skiing, 2 miles 
from Championship Golf, one 
mile from Gold Medal fly fish-
ing in the Rio Grande River. 
$25,000 MLS #761078

Kazie Hayes, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
22 Jackson St. • South Fork

www.legendspremierproperties.com

NEW PRICE!
SUPER MULTI LEVEL HOME 
with lots of custom touches and 
stunning views. 4 bedrooms, 2 bath-rooms (with sauna) an office, sepa-
rate dining room, living room and 
great room. Kitchen boasts custom 
cabinets made by local artist/owner. 
Beautifully maintained lawns and gardens adorn separate outdoor liv-ing spaces. 3 car oversized attached 
garage holds everything- but there is a shed as well! Placed up on the 
hill, there is a feeling of “out of 
town” but all town amenities are 
easily accessible. This is a must see! 
$345,000 MLS #765156

Kazie Hayes, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
22 Jackson St. • South Fork

www.legendspremierproperties.com

PRICE REDUCTION
Stunning mountain top 
home in gated community 
in South Fork on 18.67 
acres. 360 degree view with 
fishing pond, pavillion, 
warming hut, and on site 
ranch manager. $645,000. 
Call Kazie Hayes, Associate 
Broker with Legends Premier 
Properties in South Fork at 
719-850-2827. Must be pre-
qualified. Serious inquiries 
only. MLS# 767168

   Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

IMMACULATE BRICK HOME THAT 
IS TRULY SPECIAL! This 3497 sq ft home 
has; 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, a living 
room, formal dining area, and large family 
room that features a cozy fire place, as well 
as a great kitchen (remodeled in 2017). 
Plenty of space and storage in this home, 
there is also a laundry room, an office and 
another room above the attached garage. 
Mature established yard that is fenced and 
has a sprinkler system, as well as sheds for 
storage and a large detached garage/shop 
in the back. Don’t wait, Call Today to see 
this truly special home! $339,000 Call Tracy Gosar, 850-1815 MLS #766342

   Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

BEAUTIFUL 103 ACRES OF AG./
PASTURE LAND! WILL ACCOM-
MODATE ANIMALS, AND PLEN-
TY OF ROOM TO BUILD A HOME! 
Has San Francisco River. Fenced 
property, and has access to 72,000 
Acre Mountain Tract and Vega for 
grazing, Collecting firewood, and 
building materials. Irrigation well & 
water rights go with this property. 
INCREDIBLE VIEWS! CALL FOR 
MORE INFORMATION OF THIS 
STUNNING PROPERTY & AREA! 
$680,000 Call Tracy Gosar, 850-1815 
MLS #769403

   Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming 2 Story Home! 3 Bed-
room/1.5 Bath with nice large 
windows for good lighting! Home 
built in 1916 with the nice turn of 
the century appeal! Some updating 
has been completed. Formal din-
ing area, and large living area. Gas 
forced air for heating. Over sized 
yard with newer vinyl fencing for 
privacy. 2 car garage. Established 
yard to enjoy! Close to parks, golf 
course, and schools. Call to pre-
view this charming home with a lot 
of potential! $174,000 Call Tracy 
Gosar, 850-1815 MLS #770725

   Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

READY TO MOVE-IN! This lovely ranch 
home has 3 bedrooms/1.5 Baths, Newly 
painted inside and out, and new carpet. 
Good storage, newer stove in kitchen, re-
frigerator, and dishwasher. Oversized lot 
fenced with mature trees, back yard needs 
some landscaping completed. Carport with 
additional built on shed, and Oversized 
garage for possibly 3 cars, and perfect for 
that person that needs storage or likes to 
work out in the garage for multiple rea-
sons. Close to health club, and stores East 
of Downtown Monte Vista! Call to preview 

a really good home! $195,000 Call Tracy Gosar, 850-1815 MLS #771491
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and pre-employment drug testing. 
The candidate will also be subject 
to random drug testing upon hiring 
per CDOT regulations. CDL license 
preferable but not required. 8/5)

The Saguache County Land Use 
Office is accepting applications for 
a full time Saguache County Code 
Enforcement Officer.  Applicants 
must have a valid Colorado Driver’s 
License, must pass a criminal back-
ground check as well as a pre-em-
ployment drug test.  Applications will 
be accepted until filled. Applications 
and job descriptions may be found on 
www.saguachecounty.net or may be 
emailed to you, please contact April 
Quintana at 719-655-2231 Saguache 
County is an equal opportunity em-
ployer. (07/29)

Saguache County, Colorado, is 
seeking to fill the position of Pub-
lic Health Director. The position 
requires a master’s degree in a public 
health discipline; a nurse candidate 
shall be licensed to practice in Colo-
rado within six months of hire; OR, 
similar experience to a nurse with 
exemplary history and at least two 
years of administrative experience 
in public health, and willing to seek 
additional public health education 
and experience within five years of 
hire. A complete job description and 
qualifications are available online 
at: http://www.saguachecounty-co.
gov. Must possess and maintain a 
valid driver’s license. Saguache 
County is a drug-free workplace. 
All inquiries should be directed to: 
Saguache County Administration. 
E-mail: wmaez@saguachecounty-
co.gov phone: 719-655-2231, fax 
719-655-2635. Applicants must 
submit a job application, cover let-
ter, and a resume. Resumes must not 
exceed three pages in length. The 
job application is available online at 
http://www.saguachecounty-co.gov/
administration-home. Submit cover 
letter, job application, and resume 
to the following address: Saguache 
County Administration P.O. Box 
100 Saguache, CO 81149wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.gov  Faxed and 
emailed applications are accepted 
(07/29)

Reliable, dependable, and loving 
caregiver needed part time for 
disabled daughter in the Antonito 
area. Background check is required. 
Serious inquiries only. Contact 719-
588-9430 (7/30)

Retail Manager: Looking for a 
job with a Mission? Join Western 
National Parks Association as the 
FT, Park Store Retail Manager at 
Great Sand Dunes National Park 
& Reserve. Find out more about 
this adventurous opportunity by 
visiting www.wnpa.org/jobs. Equal 
Opportunity Employer: disability/
veteran and other protected classes. 
(7/30)

10 Apartments for Rent
2 Bedroom, 1 bath apartment in 
the Alpine Village near South Fork, 
CO. Power bill included, propane 
separate. $650.00 per month+deposit 
719 849-8640 no pets. (7/22)

Del Norte 3-bedroom, 1-bath 
country living Duplex. NO PETS. 
$675.00 Per month, $675.00 De-
posit. Call 719-580-5400 (8/12)

Log Cabin in South Fork 2-Bed-
room,  Office, W/D Wood Stove 
and Garage. NO PETS. $700.00 
Per Month, $700.00 Deposit. Call 
719-580-5400 (8/12)

14 Business Properties 

For Rent
OFFICE SPACE IN THE BUSI-
NESS & PROFESSIONAL BLDG.  
803 FIRST, MONTE VISTA. PRI-
VATE ENTRANCE.  (719) 588-0906 

17 Real Estate For Sale
PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59 
acres with center pivot, new 60X120 
steel shop, 2 ½ shares of Rio Grande 
Canal, 2000 GPM well, 2 miles from 
Center.  Priced to Sell, Call Bruce 
at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 
719-580-0770. (TFN)

11 circles in Center area with excel-
lent potato ground, excellent wells 
and water rights, high production, 
sandy soil, 2 homes, shop, potato 
storage, first time ever on market 
and sold as full unit. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, LLC 
719-580-0770. Serious inquires only 
(TFN)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 acres 
with top water rights, production, 
1.2 miles of Rio Grande River and ½ 
mile of Conejos River.  $1,750,000.  
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770 (TFN)

Pasture Land, 397 acres in north 
of Monte Vista Airport on County 
Line Road with good grass and 
location.  Also contains a huge 
amount of  gravel on the property  
$525,000.00  call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

240 deeded acres in irrigated grass 
west of Monte Vista with 6 shares 
Lariat ditch. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc. 719-873-
1700. (TFN)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-376-
2593. (07/30 TFN)

24 Garage Sales
Moving Sale: Mission style desk/
hutch/bookcase/Small Entertain-
ment cabinet/Hall tree. Sectional 
sofa, recliner, coffee table. Call Glynn 
@719-849-3415 for details and prices 
(8/5)

36 Miscellaneous 
100 Authentic Indian Arrow Heads 
$1,500 takes them all. Call 719-628-
2672. (8/12)

Items for SALE: Brand new pro-
pane smoker $125.00.  New Sheet 

Rock Jack  $125.00.  220 Used 
Cinder Blocks $1.75 each. Call 719- 
850-2027. (8/19)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(9/2)

For Sale: Connelly pool table, 4’ x 7 
1/2’ ft, accessories, mint condition, 
$200.00 940 219 9830 (8/5)

Summer Solar Sale 240-Watt Pan-
els only $195.00 each.  Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista.  719-852-0500. (9/2)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifica-
tions! Containers are water & rodent 
proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total 
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346 
(08/12 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND 
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers and Batteries in 
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum, 
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable 
and PV Wire. Thank you for Buying 
at Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. 
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 
(TFN) (08/12)

38 Machinery, Tools, and 

Equipment
SOLAR Panels. Truckload sale! 
25% Off. Bontrager (9/16)

44 Farm Services
POTATO STORAGE rent  or 
buy 26,000 cwt capacity in Center. 
Good. $49,900 or $16,900 rent OBO. 
(719)588-2425 (10/21)

50 Livestock 
HERITAGE BREED TURKEY 
POULTS - Burbon Reds from free 
range parents. $20 for 1 - $15 each 
additional, 7 for $100. Going fast. 
Ready to butcher at 28 weeks (toms 
average 30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) Straight 
run only. 719-850-2832 (7/30)

52 Camping Equipment
For Sale: Cabellas 12x12 Tent, 
Wood stove, camp oven and cook 

stove Del Norte Co 763-350-7202. 
(8/12)

53 Trailers 
For Sale: 1995 Starcraft 25’ 5th 
Wheel Travel Trailer. A/C, mi-
crowave, queen bed. New Tires. 
Gently used, immaaculate. $6,500. 
Call 719-852-2945 for more details. 
(7/30)

58 Motorcycles 
2003 HD Ultra Classic Electra 
Glide 100th Anniversary Edition 35 
KMI $12,000 OBO 719-206-0292. 
(8/12) 

2005 HD Sportster 1200 Custom 
Bars, Led Signals Side Pipes, Bags, 
Custom Seat 10KMI Very Clean 
$6,500 OBO. 719-206-0292 (8/12) 

59 Vehicles Wanted
C A S H  O N  T H E  S P O T F O R 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS: We 
pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 
(TFN5-20)

64 Autos for Sale
2008 Toyota Highlander Limited 
4x4 good condition, reliable 210K 
$6,500 for more information text 
719-588-1712. (8/12)

65 Professional Services
Roofs (Metal, EPDM, TPO), Stuc-
co, Flooring, Tile, Decks, New 
Construction & Remodels. Free 
Estimates. Reliable Carpentry, 45 
years of Experience 719-496-7630 
Drug and Alcohol Free  (7/30)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. 
Quick service. Call anytime, avail-
able weekends and evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (07/31)
TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 
Professional installation. Guaranteed 
lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-
1403. (08/01/2020 TFN)

Valley Wide Classifieds

We’re available for curbside delivery 
for pick-up orders and we have limited 

seating available for dine-in! Don’t 
forget our easy online ordering at

www.mountainpizzataproom.com!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Rated 5 Stars
“Pizza is delicious, 
staff is friendly, 

overall a great place 
to relax after a long 

day of adventures. Nice 
selections of beers and 
wines on tap as well.”

-Desirae Z., Google 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
OPENThe Holy Moses

Please wear a mask.

A new shipment 

of pottery has 

arrived this week. 

Shop early for best 

selection! Beautiful 

pieces abound!
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Z TEC Construction
5” - 6” SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS
Pole Buildings • Garages
FREE ESTIMATES

719-992-1396
Leave message

if no answer

County Line
Small Engine Repair

719-589-6466 • 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. • La Jara

IS YOUR EQUIPMENT READY FOR SUMMER?

Great Selection of Blades, 
Belts, Parts and more! Prices 

competitive with big box stores!

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Skyline Metal-12 Miles South of Monte Vista on Hwy 15 
For more info: David Yoder (719) 588-1674 

or Lamar Wagler (719) 588-1454

Come Join Us for Our School 
Benefit Dinner this Summer

MEAL
is 100%

Donation

Gun Raffle
July 31st!

Menu
Grilled Chicken, Farmer’s Style Dinners , Pie & Ice Cream

Friday, July 31, 2020 4-8 p.m.

No contracts, no hidden fees
• Residential Service (96 gallon rolling containers)

• Commercial Containers (1YD-6YD Dumpsters)

• Roll-Off “Construction Site” Dumpsters (20YD-30YD)

• Curbside, single-stream recycling available

Services available for residents and commercial pick-up in 
and around Creede, South Fork, Del Norte and Monte Vista

For a full list of recyclable items see www.
mdswasteandrecycle.com/services/recycling-services/

Call (719)658-3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Let’s Talk Trash

met in the Chapel Car and approved 
the creation of Emmanuel Chapel 
Hall. Ground was broken May 5, 
1940, before a crowd of 125. The 
Spanish mission-style adobe house 
of worship was made possible by 
financial gifts from 150 individuals, 
32 businesses and churches from 
other towns. Donations of labor, 
equipment, time, advice, materials, 
and goodwill helped to make the 
construction of Emmanuel Chapel 
a true community endeavor. Con-
struction began in May or June 1940 
and took six months to complete. A 
number of the church members and 
a contractor from Del Norte did 
much of the actual work, including 
making the adobe bricks for the 
walls. The timbers for the ceiling 
and support beams inside the church 
were harvested from the surround-
ing mountains and milled locally.

On Dec. 8, 1940, Emmanuel Cha-
pel was dedicated to the service of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Rev. Parry 
continued to live in the Chapel car 
and preach at the new church build-
ing for one more year. When Rev. 
Parry left in 1941, he was replaced 
by the Baptist minister in Del Norte 
– Rev. Theodore (Ted) Mayberry, a 
recent graduate of Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Philadel-
phia. Rev. Mayberry remained in 
South Fork until 1942. 

The information from 1942 to 
1954 is scanty when ministers com-
muted from Del Norte or a guest 
preacher served and sometimes, 
there was no minister available. 
In 1954, Rev. Raymond W. Settle, 
a retired minister living in Monte 
Vista began serving as minister to 
Emmanuel Chapel. He was the first 
to hold morning services here and 
continued for 13 years. 

As time progressed, many chang-
es occurred involving people in 
the congregation giving their time 
and efforts to add to the comfort 
and services at Emmanuel Chapel. 
For many years, Mrs. Settle played 
the piano for a junior-high choir 
that Wanda Maddox and Marjorie 
Hansen organized in about 1957 or 
1958. An adult choir was organized 
later with Mrs. Gene Shamburger as 
the first director and Inez Meaders 
as pianist. 

Sunday-school teachers were 
needed and four young women, 
Drenda Fleming Murchison, Bar-
bara Myers Slade, Nancy Brown, 
and Marilyn Walker volunteered 
to teach the children – later Arlene 
Flaugh took over the Sunday school. 

In late 1967, Dr. L.A. Wilcox, 
a retired medical doctor living in 
South Fork, agreed to become lay 
minister for Emmanuel Chapel, and 
he served until the spring of 1971. At 
this time, the church board was ex-
panded to include Lawrence Flem-
ing, Dixie Hallum, Kenneth Hunter, 
John Sobiella and LaVeta Kerr. 

From June to September 1971, 
Mr. Douglas Sharp served as the 
minister of Emmanuel Chapel until 
he entered the American Baptist 
Seminary of the West. The congre-
gation asked his friend, David Dan-
iel, who had preached once at the 
church, to take over as lay minister 
for Emmanuel Chapel. Mr. Daniel – 
who farmed just southeast of Monte 
Vista – accepted the invitation. At 
the time, Mr. Daniel had no idea that 
this interim position was to lead to 
a ministry at Emmanuel Chapel that 
would span almost five decades even 
to the present day. 

From Hog Farming to Full Time 
Christian Service 

David Daniel grew up on a family 
farm southeast of Monte Vista. His 

parents were faithful believers in 
Jesus Christ and lived that Faith as a 
testimony to David, his three broth-

ers and one sister. Because of their 
parents, the brothers understood the 
value of a strong faith, hard work 

and family. For David, these three 
qualities were to form the founda-
tion of a ministry at Emmanuel Cha-

pel that continues to this present day. 
Both Emmanuel Chapel and David 

MINISTRY Continued from Page 3

Please see CAR on Page 8
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Monte Vista 
Farmers Market 

Corner of First Ave. & Jefferson St. 

Fridays through Sept. 18
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

• Local Produce, Local Arts & Crafts, 

Baked Goods and More! 

• We accept SNAP and Double-Up Food 

Bucks 

Like us on Facebook @ MonteVistaFarmersMarket 

or email montefarmersmarket@gmail.com

Emmanuel Chapel in South Fork 1940.

Daniel have grown through different 
stages of development. 

For David Daniel, it all started in 
the summer of 1971, with a one-time 
guest slot as preacher at Emmanuel 
Chapel at the invitation of Minister 
Douglas Sharp’s mother Pat Sharp. 
When Minister Sharp left to enter 
Seminary that fall, the congregation 
asked Mr. Daniel to take over as lay 
minister. 

“It really caught me by surprise,” 
said Pastor Daniel. “I told them that 
I would try it for two or three months 
to see how it went.”

At the time, Mr. Daniel was rais-
ing hogs with his brother near Monte 
Vista, and had taught school prior 
to that. The trial stretched into two 
months, then three, then continued 
for years. 

In 1979, the Emmanuel Chapel 
congregation called on him to take 
full-time responsibilities as pastor 
to the church. Earlier, a crash in hog 
prices crippled the farming business, 
and Mr. Daniel had entered the feed 
business with his father. One day, 
while contemplating the offer to be-
come a full-time pastor, Mr. Daniel 
was riding on a tractor when he felt 
God’s Will for him was to enter into 
full-time Christian service. 

Mr. Daniel stated, “I guess the 
reason I stayed on is that back in 
1971, I decided I’d see what the 
Lord had in mind for me. I was 
beginning to feel He wanted me to 
take on a full time ministry before 
the church leaders began discussing 
it in 1978. When they gave me the 
call, I figured I’d go and do and be 
whatever God wanted me to be. I 
really don’t have any plans – I’m 
open to whatever God has in mind.” 

Mr. Daniel became Pastor Daniel 
and has remained the faithful pastor, 
teacher, and leader at Emmanuel 
Chapel for an astonishing 48+ years. 

After his ordination as minister, 
Pastor Daniel helped Emmanuel 
Chapel grow as a fellowship to 
preach Christ and support the spiri-
tual and educational life of South 
Fork and the surrounding com-
munities. 

Under Pastor Daniel’s leadership, 
the church expanded by enlarging 
the sanctuary, and adding a foyer, 
a baptistery, and a large Fellowship 
Hall to the original adobe structure 
constructed in the late 1930s. These 
additions were necessary to support 
an increasing church membership 
and to provide a physical location 
for Pastor Daniel’s dream of a Chris-
tian academy for children. 

This dream of a Christian school 
at Emmanuel Chapel was borne out 
of Pastor Daniel’s desire for a true 

Christian education for children and 
his experiences as a teacher and coach 
in the Monte Vista School District 
years earlier. That dream became a 
reality Aug. 24, 1981, when the Em-
manuel Christian Academy (ECA) 
opened its doors to 23 students. Pastor 
Daniel became the principal with the 
following staff: Janet Chapman, Kristi 
Payne, Joan Hanna, Linda Gallegos, 
Shelley Daniel, Bette Donaldson and 
Jerry Gallegos.

For the next 30 years ECA contin-
ued to minister Christian Education 
to the young people of South Fork 
and the surrounding communities. 
Using the Accelerated Christian 
Education curriculum, ECA provided 
solid Christ-centered courses as well 
as a broad spectrum of other educa-
tional activities for students. There 
have been many graduates from 
ECA who have gone on to successful 
careers as missionaries, ministers, 
professors, teachers, administrators, 
beauticians, bankers, counselors, first 
responders and in the military. 

Even though the Emmanuel 
Christian Academy no longer ex-
ists, Emmanuel Chapel has contin-
ued to provide support and service 
to South Fork and the surrounding 
area. On any given Sunday morning 
the sound of the church bell can be 
heard calling the faithful to worship. 
This same bell came from the origi-
nal redbrick schoolhouse that called 
students to class in South Fork at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

CAR Continued from Page 7 Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 
 If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the 
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook Page

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required 
at time the animal is 

dropped off.

Animal may be dropped 
off during business 

hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date 

for animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 days will respectfully be spread over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.
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Beiriger & Sons Irrigation
(719) 754-3555 • 676 E. Hwy. 112 • P.O. Box 368 • Center

COLORADO -  Pasture and 
rangeland conditions in the West-
ern part of the county were above 
average in 2019, following a cool 
wet spring across much of the re-
gion. But as with so many things, 
2020 tells a different story. And 
it’s not a good story.

As of July 7, 2020, 49 percent 
of the continental U.S. is expe-
riencing drought to some degree. 
This is up significantly from last 
year, and up from a reported 24 
percent at the beginning of 2020. 
Roughly two-thirds of the West-
ern U.S. is experiencing some 
form of drought, with key cattle 
regions some of the worst hit.

According to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor, 95 percent of Colorado 
is experiencing some level of 
drought conditions. While 37 
percent of Colorado mostly in the 
southern half of the state is in an 
extreme drought. 

July 21 the Del Norte river 
gauge for the Rio Grande re-
ported the river flow was only 
330 cubic feet per second (CFS) 
which is approximately 900 CFS 
below the 121 year average for 
that date. At the Lobatos river 
gauge in Conejos County, the Rio 
Grande’s flow was only 40.7 CFS 
with the 120 year average being 
390 CFS.

The worst  concentrat ion of 
drought is centered on the South-
ern part of Colorado, stretching 
into the Texas and Oklahoma 
Panhandle. Over 95 percent of 
Colorado is under some form 
of drought, with almost 40 per-
cent of the state experiencing 
“extreme” drought conditions 
according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. As a result of longstand-
ing drought conditions, USDA 
reports that at least 44 percent of 
the state is experiencing “poor to 
very poor” pasture and rangeland 
conditions.

U.S.  Senator Cory Gardner 
(R-CO) cosponsored S. 3893, 
bipartisan legislation that would 
allow the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) to authorize 
emergency haying and grazing on 
land enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) during 
a pandemic like COVID-19. The 
Pandemic Authority Suitable To 
Utilize Reserve Easements (PAS-
TURE) Act was introduced by 
U.S. Senators John Thune (R-SD) 
and Tina Smith (D-MN).

“Farmers and ranchers in Colo-

Drought impacting pasture and 
rangeland worse in Southern Colorado

rado have faced many challenges 
because of the disruptions caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
including a delay from shipping 
livestock to be processed that 
has required addit ional graz-
ing, but they have been working 
around the clock to keep our na-

tion’s food supply secure,” said 
Senator Gardner. “This bipartisan 
bill will provide for the opportu-
nity for much-needed relief and 
assistance to Colorado’s vital 
agriculture industry.”

“We are experiencing a global 
health pandemic, and farmers and 

ranchers are feeling the economic 
impact ,”  sa id  Senator  Thune 
of South Dakota. “Our bill is 
straightforward—allowing emer-
gency haying and grazing would 
help producers ensure adequate 
forage for the livestock they are 
having to keep longer than ex-

pected due to low prices and meat 
processing capacity shortfalls 
resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic. My hope is that this 
will provide our ag economy, 
South Dakota’s  top industry, 
with much-needed assistance at 
this time.”
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• Baling Twine
• Terra Nova 

Radish
• Pacific Gold 

Mustard
• Sordan 79
• Super Sugar

• Turnips
• Buckwheat
• Vetch
• Millet
• Peas
• Oats
• Clover

• Pasture Mixes
• Winter Rye
• Alfalfa
• Wheat
• Barley
• Winfred
• Winter Triticale

When it’s time to purchase seed for your farm or ranch, consider 
this, Rio Grande Seed & Grain has the largest inventory 

and best selection of seed available in the San Luis Valley. 
Need a custom mix? No problem, just ask. We also offer a Full 

Line of Ranchway Feeds, Minerals and Tubs.

Partial list of seed available now!!! If you need seed 
not listed below, call us & we’ll order it for you.

719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling • Brett Hemmerling

Proud Sponsor of the SLV Fair

~Reserve Grand Champions~

Reserve Grand Champion Market Beef

Kolten Johnson
Purchased by US Tractor

Reserve Champion Market Rabbit

Leah Sirochman
Purchased by Booth Ranches

Reserve Grand Champion Market Sheep

Kyler Liddell
Purchased by Cottonwood Dental

Reserve Champion Pen of 3 Rabbits

Matthew Voss
Purchased by Consaul Farms

Reserve Grand Champion Market Swine

Harmony Peterson
Purchased by Town &

Country/Gateway Motors

Reserve Grand Champion Turkey 
Market Pountry

Laura Morfitt
Purchased by Rocky Mountain Livestock

Reserve Grand Champion Market 
Pountry Pen of 3 Chickens

Ayden Yund
Purchased by Alamosa State Bank

Photos unavailable

At Stone’s we’ve always been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres • 719-754-3453

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most 
innovative brands to bring the latest technology 

and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating 
solutions to keeping local growers sustainable. 

For over 40 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been 
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application, 
equipment and planning needed to help your crops 
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest. 
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance 

your success, the coffee is always on.
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San Luis Valley Fair Schedule August
1-8, 2020

Saturday, August 1, 2020
8 am-Noon Set Up – Selected Groups*

10-11 am Mandatory Livestock Exhibitors’ Meeting

11 am-Noon Horse Exhibitors’ Test

Sunday, August 2, 2020
SOFTBALL FIELDS

8-9 am 4-H Dog Check

In 9 am 4-H Dog Show

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

4 pm Dairy Goat Judging Followed by Milking 

Competition

6 pm Mike Kelley Memorial Open Barrow Show

MCMULLEN BUILDING

1-3 pm Dairy Goat Check In 

Breeding Livestock Check In 

Barrows for Barrow Show Check In

Monday, August 3, 2020
NAZARENE GYM

8-11 am 4-H/FFA Project Check In

9 am-2 pm 4-H/FFA Project Judging

ARENA

8-8:30 am Horse Check In

9 am 4-H Horse Show

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

9 am Breeding Beef Show/ Dairy Calf

1 pm Breeding Sheep Show

3 pm Production Meat Goat Show

5 pm Breeding Swine Show

5:30 pm Swine Showmanship

MCMULLEN BUILDING

7-11 am Poultry Check In

1 pm Poultry Judging

9-11 am Market Swine Check in/Weigh in

8 pm Poultry Check out

BREEDING STOCK MUST CHECK OUT BY 9 PM

Tuesday, August 4, 2020
ARENA

8-8:30 am Horse Check In

9 am 4-H Working Ranch Horse Show

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

2 pm Market Lamb Show Followed by Lamb 

Showmanship

5:30 pm Market Swine Show

MCMULLEN BUILDING

8-10 am Market Lamb Weigh In/ Check in

10am- 12 pm Market Goat Weigh In/ Check in

Wednesday, August 5, 2020
NAZARENE GYM

10 am-12 pm. Pick up Indoor Project that don’t make State Fair

ARENA

8 am 4-H Gymkhana 

The Horse Awards Ceremony will be held after 

completion of the Gymkhana in the Arena

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

9-11 am Market Goat Show followed by Goat 

Showmanship

3-5 pm Market Beef Check in

Thursday, August 6, 2020
LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

9 am Market Beef Show followed by Beef 

Showmanship 

RELEASE OF NON-SALE ANIMALS MAY BEGIN 

AFTER LAST SHOW. NON-SALE ANIMALS 

MUST BE OUT OF MCMULLEN BUILDING BY 6 

PM THURSDAY AUGUST 6, 2020

Friday, August 7, 2020
MCMULLEN BUILDING

4 pm Sale Poultry back in pens

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

6 pm SLV Fair Junior Livestock Auction

PARKING LOT

Street Dance immediately following the Sale

Saturday, August 8, 2020
8 am Tear Down - Selected Groups* 

*Groups will be notified of their selected setup/
tear down time slot.

James Cooley 4469 N. CR 108 • Mosca

Dirt Work
Site Preparation
Sewer & Water Lines
Gravel Products
Demolition
Hauling

Bus.: (719) 378-2352

Res.: (719) 378-2520

Cell: (719) 588-2406

Fax: (719) 378-2530
WWW.USTRACTOR.COM

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
701 West Avenue

Alamosa, CO 81101
(719) 589-4962

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
1345 North Hwy 285

Monte Vista, CO 811 44
(719) 852-5928

U. S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
3025 West Victory Way

Craig, CO 81625
(970) 824- 6163

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
1984 HWY 6 & 50
Fruita CO 81521
(970) 241-5566

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
4766 N Townsend Ave
Montrose, CO 81401

(970) 249-4990

8R 250

Agro Engineering, Inc.
0210 Rd 2 S Alamosa

719-852-4957 www.agro.com

“Comprehensive 
Agricultural Consulting 

Since 1982”
We provide support and answers

for your agricultural needs

Irrigation ~ Pests ~ Fertility

All Pre & Post Growing Needs

CALL TODAY TO SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Please Respect 
Social Distancing as 

much as possible.
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Holsinger Law, LLC specializes in lands,
wildlife and water law. With a strong 
public policy background and broad 

experience, the firm helps clients
with a diverse array of issues.

Holsinger Law, LLC

Holsinger Law, LLC works closely 
with its clients to achieve their 

goals.  Whether real estate, water, 
estate planning or considering a 
conservation easement, the firm 

is committed to efficient and 
effective professional service.

www.HolsingerLaw.com • Phone (303) 722-2828
1800 Glenarm Place, Suite 500, Denver, CO 80202

Monte Vista Cooperative
(719) 852-5181 • www.mvcoop.com

Community Committed… Agriculturally Driven

Clothing • Tires • Fuels • Chemicals • Fertilizer
Seed • Farm Supplies • Feed • Grain • Equipment • Paint
Lawn & Garden • Plumbing Supplies • Trailers & More

Good Luck at the Fair!

By KenT hOLsinger and david 

KueTer

COLORADO  – Once every 10 
years a comet is visible in the night sky, 
the census counts every person living in 
the United States, and your water rights 
are at risk of abandonment in Colorado. 
Water is Colorado’s most precious 
natural resource. 

Colorado’s proposed decennial aban-
donment lists were published online on 
July 1.  Over four thousand water rights 
were listed, including over 630 rights in 
Division 3. This is a marked increase 
from decades past. Put another way, 
the lists prepared by the Division Engi-
neers at the Colorado Division of Water 
Resources could result in a significant 
number of water rights being declared 
abandoned throughout the state. The 
Rio Grande Basin has been over appro-
priated since the 1890s with groundwa-
ter resources depleted throughout much 
of the basin. The Colorado Water Plan 
projects the basin will need an additional 
180,000 acre feet (AF) by 2050. As a 
result, protecting existing rights is more 
important than ever.

Water right owners should check the 
lists online at http://water.state.co.us to 
determine whether their rights are at 
risk. The lists will also be published in 
the local papers of record throughout 

Thousands of Water Rights may be abandoned
the state in July and August. While the 
agency is required to notify the “last-
known owner or claimant” of a water 
right included on the list by July 31, 
the State’s ownership records are not 
always up-to-date. In an arid climate 
like Colorado, water rights are highly 
coveted and highly valued. Losing a 
water right to abandonment can be 
catastrophic. It can also directly impact 
the bottom line and the market value of 
your property.

Water right owners have multiple op-
portunities to protest inclusion of a right 
on the abandonment lists. Under Colo-
rado water laws, abandonment requires 
both an overt act (typically non-use) and 
intent. Good record-keeping, personal 
knowledge and extrinsic evidence like 
Google Earth imagery can help protect 
valued water rights. Lands protected by 
conservation easements may have other 
good arguments to employ.

Fortunately, the deadline for writ-
ten objections to be submitted to the 
appropriate Division Engineer (along 
with a $10.00 fee for each water right) 
is July 1, 2021. In the meantime, water 
right owners would be wise to start 
collecting records and consulting with 
legal counsel. By Dec. 31, 2021, after 
considering any filed objections, the 
Division Engineers will file the final 

proposed abandonment lists with the 
Water Court. Water right owners can 
then formally protest the inclusion on 
the list by June 30, 2022, which protests 
will be heard by the Water Judge begin-
ning in October 2022.

This article does not constitute legal 

advice nor the creation of an attorney-

client relationship. Kent Holsinger and 

David Kueter are attorneys at Holsinger 

Law, LLC and can be contacted at: 

www.holsingerlaw.com

Farmers are essential
By reBecca cOpLey 

SAN LUIS VALLEY - During 
this COVID-19 pandemic  the term 
essential worker has been placed 
on many different careers. Medical 
workers, grocery store employees, 
emergency services and more. 
Among them farmers must be 
listed. A job that goes back all the 
way to the garden of Eden. 

It’s hard to come up with a more 
essential worker than those who 
provide us with one of the most 
necessary things for survival - 
food. According to an article 
published by HuffPost in 2014 
the world consumes more than 
11 million pounds of food every 
minute of every day. That’s a lot 
of potatoes and other crops. 

About 2 million farms are scat-
tered throughout America’s 50 
states. Around 98 percent of ru-
ral U.S. farms are operated by 
families. Either individuals, family 
partnerships or family corpora-
tions. Food from one U.S. farm 

feeds about 166 mouths annually 
in the U.S. and abroad. More than 
half of America’s farms also try to 
provide habitat for wildlife. (this 
information was found on https://
www.fb.org/newsroom/fast-facts)

During this pandemic many have 
noticed how important agriculture 
is even miles away from the fields 
in cities where meat shortages 
other crop shortages were felt at 
Supermarket shelves and restau-
rant to-go menus. COVID-19 has 
brought many struggles for farm-
ers including labor shortages, and 
difficulty shipping their crops. 
As stay at home orders and lock-
downs, created disruptions in sup-
ply chains. The devasting effects 
of COVID-19 on the economy’s 
market are being felt by farms all-
around the country. 

As the conveniences of modern 
life have removed many away from 
where their food comes from, it 
can be easy to take for granted 
how your food gets to your plate. 

But over these last few months, I 
have gained a new appreciation 
for food that took someone months 

to raise and care for. The journey 
from seed to plate is not possible 
without a farmer. COVID-19 has 

made many things about the future 
uncertain but one thing is for sure, 
farmers are essential. 
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1403 TREMONT AVE.

ALAMOSA, CO 81101

 16555 State Hwy. 136

LA JARA, CO 81140

OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVING THE SAN LUIS VALLEY

Free Estimates • Special Orders
We Deliver • Job Site Forklift Delivery

lajaratradingpost.com

Check Our Alfalfa Prices before you buy

Round Up Ready Alfalfa Available

alamosabuildingsupply.com

L Hunting & Fishing Licenses
L Tackle & Supplies  L Propane Fill Station

La Jara Only

Alamosa Only L Uhaul Dealer

Your Hometown Lumber Yard and Hardware Stores

Central Pump Company
719-754-3936

570 E Hwy 112 • Center www.
cpcpump.com

Spending too much time and 
money repairing your pivot?

Call Central Pump Company 
today to get a price on a new 

Reinke pivot.

Take advantage of great pivot 
prices and low interest rates.

Get back to focusing on 
productive activities.

From the bottom of the well to the 
end of the pivot Reinke and Central 
Pump are teaming up to provide 
superior products and service.

• Servicing all brands of 
pivots

• Well Rehab
• Pump sales/service
• Horizontal/VHS Motors

• Injection Pumps
• Welding / Pipeline
• Electrical
• VFD installation/repair
• Underground faults

By Brian LawLess

The way the public and the media 
perceive animal agriculture’s envi-
ronmental impact can, and should, 
change. New research from Oxford 
University and the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis have recently debunked 
some of the most critical and long-
standing myths surrounding animal 
agriculture. But can this breakthrough 
overcome animal agriculture’s bad 
reputation.

The current narrative about ani-
mal agriculture says that ruminant 
livestock animals (e.g., beef cattle, 
dairy cattle, etc.) produce methane. 
Methane is a potent greenhouse gas. 
Thus, animal agriculture is bad for the 
environment.

During a keynote presentation for 
the Alltech ONE Virtual Experience, 
Dr. Frank Mitloehner, professor at the 
University of California, Davis and air 
quality specialist, boldly proclaimed a 
path for animal agriculture to become 
climate-neutral.

Yes, “you heard me right — cli-
mate-neutral,” said Dr. Mitloehner. He 
said he would like to, “get us to a place 
where we have the impacts of animal 
agriculture that are not detrimental to 
our climate.”

Important Greenhouse Gases to 
Know

3 myths about animal agriculture’s 
environmental impact debunked

Myth #1: Methane (the most com-
mon greenhouse gas, or GHG, in 
animal agriculture) acts just like other 
GHGs in the environment.

Fact: The three main greenhouse 
gases, carbon dioxide, methane and 
nitrous oxide, all impact the envi-
ronment in critically different ways, 
especially as it relates to their source, 
life span in the atmosphere and global 
warming potential. 

Carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide 
are known as “stock gases.”  Stock 
gases are long-lived gases and once 
emitted will continue to build up in 
the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide, for 
example, has an estimated life span 
in the atmosphere of 1,000 years, 
meaning carbon dioxide emitted 
from the year 1020 may still be in the 
atmosphere today. Methane, on the 
other hand, is a “flow gas.” Flow gases 
are short-lived gases and are removed 
from the atmosphere at a more rapid 
pace. Methane’s life span in the atmo-

3 myths debunked: Animal agriculture’s 
real impact on the environment

sphere is approximately 10 years. This 
means a flow gas like methane would 
impact the environment for a duration 
that is nearly 100 times shorter than 
the stock gas carbon dioxide.

What causes these gases in the first 
place? 

Carbon dioxide is created by the 
burning of fossil fuels. Fossil fuels 
are used as the energy source to power 
most homes, vehicles and industry 
globally. As the graph below depicts, 
Dr. Mitloehner refers to stock gases 
like carbon dioxide as a “one-way 
street” because they only accumulate 
in the environment over time due to 
their long life span.

Methane can be produced in a vari-
ety of methods, but most commonly, 
it’s produced through the rumination 
process in beef and dairy livestock 
(i.e., belching). As a short-lived flow 
gas, “The only time that you really 
add new additional methane to the 
atmosphere with the livestock herd 
is throughout the first 10 years of 
its existence or if you increase your 
herd sizes,” explained Dr. Mitloehner. 
Methane levels do not increase if 
herd sizes remain constant because 
methane is being broken down at 
the same rate it is being produced. 

“What I’m saying here by no means 
(is) that methane doesn’t matter,” he 
continued. “While that methane is in 
the atmosphere, it is heat-trapping, it is 
a potent greenhouse gas. But the ques-
tion really is, do our livestock herds 
add to additional methane, meaning 
additional carbon in the atmosphere, 
leading to additional warming? And 
the answer to that question is no. As 
long as we have constant herds or even 
decreasing herds, we are not adding 
additional methane, and hence not ad-
ditional warming. And what I just said 
to you is a total change in the narrative 
around livestock.” Alternatively, car-
bon dioxide is created from extracting 
fossil fuels that are millions of years 
old and are trapped under the Earth’s 
surface. “These long-lived climate 
pollutants are only emitted,” said Dr. 
Mitloehner. “They are put into the 
atmosphere, but there’s no real sink 
for it in a major way.”

This demonstrates that carbon di-
oxide and methane are very different 
types of gases (stock versus flow) 
and have very different lifespans in 
the environment (1,000 years versus 

10 years), but what about their global 
warming potential?

Myth #2: The current method for 
assessing the global warming poten-
tial (GWP100) of greenhouse gases 
properly accounts for all important 
variables.

Fact: The initial method for cal-
culating GWP100 misrepresents the 
impact of short-lived flow gases, like 
methane, on future warming. The new 
“GWP*” is an improved and more 
representative measurement. 

The initial GWP100 measures pro-
duced by the Kyoto Protocol nearly 
30 years ago marked a very positive 
step for assessing global warming. 
The initial documents included many 
footnotes and caveats to account for 
variability and unknown values. “But 
the footnotes were cut off, and people 
ran with (it),” said Dr. Mitloehner. 
“And in my opinion that was a very 
dangerous situation that has really 
gotten animal agriculture into a lot of 
trouble, actually, quite frankly.”

The current GWP100 measurement 
generates an overassessment of meth-
ane’s contributions to global warming. 
Currently, in short, GWP100 measure-
ments are all standardized to a billion 
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent. 
So, all non-carbon dioxide emis-
sions are converted by multiplying 
the amount of the emissions of each 
gas by its global warming potential 
over 100 years value. Methane has a 
GWP100 value of 28, meaning it is 28 
times more potent than carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere.

Unfortunately, this type of calcula-
tion completely omits the fact that 
flow gases, like methane, are de-
stroyed after approximately 10 years 
and would not continue for the entire 
100-year duration as described in the 
GWP100 formula. Additionally, it 
underestimates the impact that stock 
gases, like carbon dioxide, would 
have that persist in the environment 
for 1,000 years.

Dr. Mitloehner cited Dr. Myles 
Allen from Oxford University as the 
pioneer of a new calculation called 
“GWP*.” The new GWP* calculation 
better accounts for both gas intensity 
and gas life span in the atmosphere 
in its measurements of global warm-
ing. This is a new narrative to explain 
global warming emissions and, Dr. 
Mitloehner said, “you will see it will 

gain momentum, and it will become 
the new reality” soon.

Myth #3: To keep up with increas-
ing demand and global population 
growth, the United States has con-
tinued to increase its numbers of 
beef and dairy cattle, thus increase 
methane emissions. Fact: The United 
States reached peak beef and dairy 
cattle numbers in the 1970s and has 
reduced its number of animals every 
decade since, resulting in 50 mil-
lion fewer cattle in total. Over the 
last half-century, the United States 
has made tremendous progress to 
improve efficiency and increase 
productivity while also reducing total 
beef and dairy cattle numbers. For 
example, in 1950, the U.S. dairy cow 
herd peaked at 25 million cattle. To-
day, the dairy herd is approximately 
9 million cows, yet it is producing 
60 percent more milk — that’s sig-
nificantly more milk with 14 million 
fewer cows!

Though cattle numbers have contin-
ued to increase in countries such as In-
dia and China, this means the United 
States has not increased methane 
output — thus not increasing GHG 
contributions from livestock — over 
the last five decades.

So, what does all this mean? Animal 
agriculture, unlike any other sector, 
cannot only reduce its GHG output, 
but can also create a net cooling effect 
on the atmosphere (i.e., actively re-
duce global warming). The three sce-
narios shown below demonstrate the 
important differences between carbon 
dioxide and methane, and their ability 
to generate global cooling. With rising 
emissions, warming carbon dioxide 

increases at a growing rate, while 
methane also increases. With constant 
emissions, warming from carbon 
dioxide continues to increase while 
methane no longer contributes to ad-
ditional warming.  “But now, the thing 
that really excites me, and that’s the 
third scenario,” said Dr. Mitloehner. 
“So, imagine this scenario here, where 
we decrease methane by 35 percent. 
If we do so, then we actively take 
carbon out of the atmosphere. And 
that has a net cooling effect. If we 
find ways to reduce methane, then we 
counteract other sectors of societies 
that do contribute — and significantly 
so — to global warming, such as fly-
ing, driving, running air conditioners 
and so on.”

Examples of Dr. Mitloehner’s 
35 percent reduction scenario have 
proven to be possible. Over the last 
five years alone, California has re-
duced methane emissions by 25% via 
a combination of improved efficiency 
and incentives for anaerobic digesters, 
alternative manure management prac-
tices and other technologies.

Though the narrative on animal ag-
riculture has been negative on climate 
change, there is now increasing hope 
and new data to debunk even the most 
long-standing criticisms.

Dr. Mitloehner concluded, “because 
I know if we can do it here (in Cali-
fornia), it can be done in other parts 
of the country and in other parts of 
the world. If we indeed achieve such 
reductions of greenhouse gas, particu-
larly of short-lived greenhouse gases 
such as methane, then that means that 
our livestock sector will be on a path 
for climate neutrality.”
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C O L O R A D O  — C o l o r a d o 

farmers and ranchers are happy 

and relieved to see the United 

States-Mexico-Canada Agree-

ment (USMCA) enter into force 

and remove years of uncertainty 

over the industry’s most impor-

tant trade agreement. USMCA 

went into effect July 1, 2020, 

cementing a t rade agreement 

that will provide an additional 

$2 billion in agricultural exports 

between the three nations.

“The completion of USMCA 

provides a much-needed dose of 

optimism and certainty to agri-

culture producers rocked with 

the fallout from COVID-19,” 

said Don Shawcroft, an Alamosa 

rancher and president of the Col-

orado Farm Bureau. “Our farm-

ers and ranchers welcome the 

opportunity to build on the wild 

success of the North American 

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 

and the stabil izing effect  the 

USMCA will have on agricultural 

markets.”

Under NAFTA, U.S. agricultur-

al exports to Canada and Mexico 

grew from $8 billion in 1993 to 

$39 billion in 2017. Colorado 

exports between $2 billion and $3 

billion of agricultural products to 

Canada and Mexico, making the 

two nations Colorado’s largest 

agriculture trading partners. Ac-

cording to the U.S. International 

Trade Commission, agricultural 

exports will grow by $2 billion 

due  to  the  provis ions  of  the 

USMCA.

The new agreement will create 

improvements in U.S. access to 

Canadian dairy and wheat mar-

kets. Mexico has agreed that all 

grading standards for agriculture 

products will be non-discrimina-

tory. The agreement also enhances 

science-based trading standards 

among the three nations.

“The uncertainty over the fu-

ture of the trading relationship 

between our countries can now be 

put bed. And agriculture produc-

ers have one less worry on their 

minds,” said Shawcroft.

Colorado Farm Bureau 
welcomes USMCA

While the COVID 19 virus re-

sulted in a major surge in demand 

for our shippers and growers the 

result has been much different for 

the process sector of the potato 

industry. With the closure of the 

food service industry, finished 

process product has backed up 

and created literally a “frozen” 

supply chain. In North America, 

nearly 60 percent of the total 

sales of processed potatoes take 

place at food service and with 

food service sales down severely 

this has the potato market in a tiz-

zy. Potato processors have asked 

growers to reduce their  2020 

plantings by 15-25 percent. This 

is significant when you consider 

that the process industry supplies 

41 percent of the potatoes uti-

lized in the U.S.A. Many grow-

ers in Washington state already 

had thei r  crop planted when 

they learned that the processors 

didn’t want their crop. How this 

is going to play out for the fresh 

market will be interesting to say 

the least. Thankfully the current 

fresh market supply was already 

tight so the influx of newly re-

leased process potatoes into the 

fresh market hasn’t crashed the 

market to the extent that it could. 

The NPC, Potatoes USA, and 

state organizations are working 

to request that USDA take steps 

to reduce this pressure on the 

supply chain with some of the 

funding that congress appropri-

ated for specialty crop producers 

in the CARES act. The issue is 

that the majority of agriculture 

is suffering incredible losses and 

there will be fierce competition 

for funding. Hopefully, the virus 

will abate sooner than later and 

the food service industry will 

be able to open up. It will be a 

major undertaking for them as 

many of them. They were al-

ready under a great deal of stress 

prior to the virus outbreak for 

many reasons.

COVID-19 impacts 
potato farmers
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SAN LUIS VALLEY - CPAC com-
pleted the annual acreage survey June 
22.  A special thank you goes to Jared 
Smith and Grant Mattive for flying, 
and Tyler Mitchell, Andrew Tillman, 
Zach Czarnecki and Clay Mitchell 
for spotting and compiling the count. 

The county break-out is listed below. 
According to the July 1 USDA plant-
ing report potato growers planted 
nearly 5 percent fewer potatoes in 
2020 than in 2019. The largest acre-
age reductions came in Idaho, North 
Dakota, and Washington.  

June 2020 SLV 
fly over potato 
acreage survey

 Find us on 
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