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Goodbye friends, 
it’s time to go

By Teresa L. Benns

Well all good things must come 
to an end, right? Sometimes life 
sends you curve balls and you just 
have to step out of the way. I had 
planned on doing this slowly and 
with a prolonged goodbye, to all 
those who have been so helpful 
and supportive over the years, but 
circumstances dictated otherwise.

It has been a hectic, thought-
provoking, perplexing, rewarding 
and at times exciting nearly 20 
years. I so very much appreciate 
the fact that I had the opportunity to 
end my career here, trying to keep 
people updated on what is going 
on in their communities, informing 
them of their choices and urging 
them to make the best ones. 

Journalism is not what it was 
when I began doing this decades 
ago. It has become something I 
never thought I would see, and 
many now in the field are not 
interested in telling the truth as 
it actually exists, but in making 
it fit in with whatever prevailing 
political and social winds tend to 
blow. That will be the death of a 
free press eventually, and some 
believe true freedom of expression 
died long ago.

I will miss the Valley, and most 
of all, the beauty and opportunity to 
reflect I found here. I had intended 
to end my days in the shadow of 
these mountains, but like I said 
in the beginning, life isn’t always 
what you plan or expect. My pen 
will not be still after leaving, it will 
simply be directed to other topics 
in other areas. 

To all those at Valley Publishing 
and the Courier, my heartfelt thanks 
for allowing me to pursue the stories 
I covered and express my opinions 
freely. Special thanks for putting 
on the brakes when I needed them 
and for supporting me when others 
attacked what I wrote. That type 
of support is too often uncommon 
in this business, and I commend 
you for it. Thanks to all my fellow 
reporters for their assistance when 
I needed it and for pointing things 

Please see TERESA on Page 3A

CENTER — After witnessing a rise 
in domestic violence cases in Center 
last month, Center Police Chief Dale 
Meek has issued an advisory to help 
those affected by this crime to recognize 
signs of abuse and respond accordingly. 

“All seven arrests made in Center 
at the end of August were domestic 
violence related which is concerning 
as the leader for public safety,” Meek 
explained. 

“I want to take a moment to define 
domestic violence, present some 
indicators of violence in the household 
and provide some resources for those 
who need help but may not, for various 
reasons, notify law enforcement.” 

Colorado State Statute defines 

domestic violence under CRS 18-6-
800.3 as an act or threatened act of 
violence upon a person with whom 
the actor is or has been involved in 
an intimate relationship.  “Domestic 
violence” also includes any other crime 
against a person, or against property, 
including an animal, or any municipal 
ordinance violation against a person, or 
against property, including an animal, 
when used as a method of coercion, 
control, punishment, intimidation, or 
revenge directed against a person with 
whom the actor is or has been involved 
in an intimate relationship. 

To be labeled as a domestic violence 
incident, an intimate relationship must 

Advisory issued following increase in 
domestic violence reports

Please see ABUSE on Page 6A

Ciello’s service expansion continues
By Lyndsie FerreLL

SAN LUIS VALLEY- The keynote 
speaker for the Upper Rio Grande 
Economic Development meeting 
this Tuesday, Sept. 1, was Ciello and 
SLVREC Chief 
Te c h n o l o g y 
Officer Monroe 
J o h n s o n . 
Johnson gave 
a brief  and 
i n f o r m a t i v e 
P o w e r P o i n t 
presentation via Zoom which included 
updates on past and future projects 
within the company and some insight 
into how Ciello is handling its 
COVID-19 response.

Johnson began with an introduction 
into the Ciello fiberoptic broadband 
projects in the Valley stating that the 
company has installed 630 miles of fiber 
plant with 14 more miles in progress. “I am 

always excited to 
talk about what 
we are doing and 
what our current 
plans are, what 
our challenges 
are and where 
we are heading. 
Our goal is to 

make our fiberoptic broadband service 
available throughout the Valley. Today, 
we have a mixture of fiber and wireless 
service available and ultimately we want 

to get fiber deployed throughout the San 
Luis Valley.”

Johnson continued stating that the 
company has around 8,000 miles of 
fiber “passings,” which he explained 
was fiber that has been installed 
along homes that are not necessarily 
connected to the fiberoptic services, but 
that can access it and be connected to it 
if people choose. “For example, if we 
build down an alley in Del Norte with 
25 homes on each side of the alley, then 
we say we have 25 ‘passings.’ This is 
how many homes and businesses that 
our fiber has passed.”

Johnson stated that they also have 
4,000 wireless “passings” including two 
public Wi-Fi locations that are located 

at Chapman Park in Monte Vista and 
La Jara Town Park with more possible 
public internet access locations in the 
works. “We are working on 415 more 
“passings” right now. We have 110 
wireless sectors deployed, wireless 
deployed in all of our substations on 
the Valley floor and a few additional 
locations around Russell Lakes and 
Villa Grove.”

“We have talked a lot in the past 
about redundancy out of the Valley. 
We have four routes today; one over 
Poncha Pass, three routes over La Veta 
Pass and then we have fiber on top of 
Wolf Creek with additional work to be 
completed in the near future.”

Please see CIELLO on Page 6A

Rio Grande County discusses Public 
Health District with Saguache County

By Lyndsie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- Rio 
Grande County Commissioners 
briefly talked about a possible 
Public Health District 
with Saguache County 
during their meeting 
held Wednesday, 
Sept. 2. During 
the discussion, 
n e w  I n t e r i m 
Adminis t ra tor 
Susan  Ben ton 
ment ioned  the 
possible district 
with commissioners 
while updating the board 
on applicates who have applied 
for the Rio Grande County Public 
Health Director position.

Benton had received a total of 
17 applications but only three 
have completed the county-wide 
application needed in order to be 
considered for the job. Benton stated 
that the remaining 14 applicants 
needed to finish the Rio Grande 
County application before they 
would be considered for the Public 

Health Director position. 
Commissioner Susan Bothell 

asked Benton to create an email to 
send to the remaining applicants 

notifying them of the 
additional application 

that needed to be 
completed. Benton 
also brought up 

the  fac t  tha t 
commissioners 
needed to set 

a pay threshold 
and a deadline 
date for the 

applications. 
The  board 

ended up making 
the deadline for two 
weeks out, giving 
applicants enough 
time to complete the 
steps needed to apply.

While discussing the details 
for the hiring process, Benton 
referred to conversations the Rio 
Grande County Commissioners 
have been having with Saguache 
County Commissioners about 

forming a Public Health District 
similar to the one that was created 
in Creede several years ago. Benton 
pointed out that if the county was 
seriously considering this move that 
they would also need to confer with 
Saguache County officials when 
hiring a new Public Health Director. 

It has become common in rural 
communities in that past several 
years to form Public Health 
Districts due to low populations 
and better benefits that are available 

to communities with higher 
populations. Creede is the 

only Public Health District 
in the Valley and was 

formed in 2016. It 
has proven to be 
highly beneficial 

for both Mineral 
and Hinsdale counties.

T h o u g h 
commissioners are only 

in the beginning stages of 
negotiations,  Commissioner 
Chairman John Noffsker did 
confirm that the two counties are 
considering the move. 

Saguache County ranks 
eleventh 

By Trey spauLding

SAN LUIS VALLEY - According to 
data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s five-
year population estimates from the 2014-
2018 American Community Survey 
(ACS) four San Luis Valley counties 
are among the most impoverished in 
Colorado. 

In Colorado 10.9 percent of the state’s 
residents are considered impoverished. 
In 2019, the poverty threshold for one 
person under the age of 65 was an annual 
income of $13,300; the poverty threshold 
for a family of five with three kids was 
an annual income of $30,510. 

Costilla County ranks No. 1 in the 
state with 1,111 residents (30.1 percent) 
below the poverty level. Alamosa 
County ranks fourth in the state with 
3,635 residents or 23.7 percent living 
below the poverty level. Conejos County 
ranks sixth in the state with 22.4 percent 

SLV counties 
among the most 
impoverished in 

the state

Please see COUNTIES on Page 6A
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OBiTuary

Memorial Services for Agnes C. 
Davis of Creede at Bristol Head 
Acres are planned for Friday, Sept. 
18, at 2 p.m. in Las Animas and a 
service in Creede Sunday, Sept. 20, 
at noon at the Park east of the Creede 
Cemetery. Seating is limited and 
masks required.   For more details 
and information call 719-456-0485. 

Agnes Blossom (Cline) Davis was 
born March 23, 1920, in Gage, OK 
to W.J. (Winfield Jacob) Cline and 
Grace (Warner) Cline.  She passed 
away May 23, 2020, at her home 
in Las Animas, Colorado, from 
complications of strep and a stroke.    
Due to COVID-19, Celebration of 
Life and Memorial Services will be 
held at a future date in Las Animas 
and in Creede, CO where she had a 
second home.

The early years were spent 
surrounded by family in a small 
country house with a dugout cellar 
to protect from tornadoes, store 
garden products and raise baby 
chicks.  Agnes, the youngest of 
the four children, loved school, 
participating in band, choir, school 
plays and even met Eleanor Roosevelt 
on a field trip. They rode horses to 
school until their father designed a 
bus for all the neighbor kids.  She 
graduated from Gage High School as 
Class President and Valedictorian in 
1937.  She married her high school 
sweetheart, Cecil Everett Davis, on 
July 11, 1937, and was married for 70 
years until his passing Memorial Day 
2008.  Cecil and Agnes made their first 
home on a dry land farm for two years 
near Shattuck stabilizing wheat fields 
in the Dust Bowl.  Cecil and Agnes 
and his parents then bought cotton 
farms near Checotah, OK, where 
daughter Judy was born in Muskogee 
in 1942.  In 1946, the family moved 
to Las Animas, CO following some 
neighbors and rented, then purchased 
an irrigated heritage farm south 
of town, from Florida (Bent) Hart 
Moore.   Son, James, was born in La 
Junta in 1947.  Cecil and Agnes had 
a passion for dancing, their favorite 
being the “Tennessee Waltz.” They 
were determined that their two 
children and grandchildren would 
get college educations.

Agnes was employed at J.C. 
Penny’s as an exceptional seamstress, 
clerk and window designer  and later 
as an office manager and bookkeeper 

Memorial Service for Agnes C. Davis, 100
for Shaw Lumber Company, in 
addition to helping run the family 
farm with duties of gardening, driving 
tractors, washing, ironing, cooking, 
milking cows, separating cream, 
raising chickens and livestock.

In the 1960s the family moved 
into a new house they built on their 
property (using brick pavers from the 
La Junta Harvey House).  After the 
LA Town Ditch water was sold, they 
farmed for two years in the Cornelia 
Community North of Arkansas River.  
That farm was sold in 1993.  In 1986 
Agnes and Cecil purchased a cabin 
near Creede, CO, which they enjoyed 
as their second home during the 
Colorado Summers and Fall.

Agnes was a devout Christian, 
efficient, strong, beautiful, sweet, 
loving and one of a kind…from the 
Greatest Generation era.  She took 
great pride in her family and loved 
time with her grandchildren, singing, 
“I love you, bushel and a peck’ and 
‘This little light of mine’, among 
other favorites and tried to teach 
them to say the ABC’s backward.  
Entertaining family and friends 
at dinner parties, fishing, boating, 
water skiing, and camping trips were 
favorite pastimes.  Music, dancing, 
sewing (a 4-H sewing leader), 
quilting, knitting, crafting, writing 
prose n poetry, playing games – ping 
pong, card games – ‘Hand & Foot’ and 
Scrabble were favorite activities.  She 
played the piano and accordion, sang 
in church choirs and a local quartet, 
loved Columbines and flowers, 
Hummingbirds, bird and wildlife 
watching, and being a homemaker. 
Once she earned Homemaker of the 
Year at the local Harvest Festival.  
She was active in community:  PEO 
organization, member of United 
Methodist Church (UMW), teaching 
adult Sunday School, BSF, the 
Creede Community Church, Square 
Dancing, Inter Se Se and Red 
Hats.  In Creede she enjoyed Bingo 
nights, jeep trips and the hiking club. 
Agnes volunteered at the Theatre, 
Ladies Aid, Art Guild, Church 
events, BHA Cabin music fests & 
potlucks and Mountain breakfasts. 
Agnes enjoyed traveling with Cecil, 
family and friends. Her adventures 
included touring and RVing across 
the U.S and international travel to 
Mexico, South Pacific, Asia (Japan, 
Philippines and China),  Europe, 

Scandinavia and Russia, the Mid East 
(Egypt, Jerusalem, Israel, Greece and 
Turkey), Australia and New Zealand, 
and Central and South America 
(Panama, Costa Rica, Ecuador and 
the Caribbean).

She had a love of life that was 
contagious, a witty sense of humor 
and a strong faith in God, whom she 
credited for her longevity, along with 
healthy eating, saying her body was 
God’s Temple. She could still wear 
her high school graduation dress, 
turn cartwheels and do a headstand 
at age 80.  During Cecil’s declining 
years she was a devoted, dedicated, 
loving caregiver until 2008.  Judy 
became caregiver to Agnes as 
dementia increased and she broke her 
hip in Jan. 2017.   Elders have many 
advantages if able to stay with family.  
Pam Houston, an author and neighbor 
of Agnes’ wrote in her book, “Deep 
Creek,” “..if we lock grandmother in 
a room for the last 10 years of her life, 
so we can …accomplish the survival 
of her loss in advance, in what way 
does it make our life easier? In what 
ways does it impoverish us?”     Agnes’ 
legacy will hopefully live on through 

her children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.  She was loved and an 
inspiration to her family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband Cecil Everett Davis, 
and siblings Roe Byron Cline, John 
Winfield Cline and Freeda Irene 
(Cline) Taylor; a nephew, R.B. Cline, 
and niece, Cynthia (Cline)(Robert) 
Johnson; sister and brother-in-law, 
Louise and John D’Arcangelis.

Agnes is survived by her daughter 
& caretaker Judy (Joe) Thomeczek 
of Las Animas, and son Jim 
(James) Davis (Pine, AZ).    Five 
grandchildren:  Jennifer Hoelscher 
(John) Rutherford (Colorado 
Springs), Jeanette Alberg  (Littleton), 
Brian Alberg (Denver); Tracey 
Davis (AZ) and Jeff (Megan) 
Davis (Phoenix, AZ).   Four great-
grandchildren:  Cody Hoelscher 
and Kayla Hoelscher (Corbin) 
Palmer; Vivienne and Cheyenne 
Davis.      Nieces and nephews: 
Roberta (Cline) Gill, Louise (Cline) 
Simpson, Raymond Cline, Kenny 
(Jan) Cline, Marlene (Cline)(Glenn) 
Calame, Jerry Cline, Bob Cline, 
Jeannie (Cline)(Kieth) Merrill, Jack 

Cline,  Helen (Taylor) Hibbs, Mary 
(Taylor) Short, Barbara (Taylor)
(Tom) Gobel;  Don D’Arcangelis, 
Roger (Ann) D’Arcangelis, and 
Melissa (D’A) Allen. In lieu of 
flowers, online condolences, cards 
and memorials may be directed 
to the family via http://www.
HorberFuneralChapel.com (404 
Locust Ave, Las Animas, CO 
81054); or memorials to www.
CreedeCommunityChurch.org (PO 
Box 126, Creede, CO 81130); 
OR  CreedeLadiesAidSociety@
gmail.com – (PO Box 126, Creede, 
CO 81130); OR Creede Repertory 
Theater www.CreedeRep.org
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OpiniOn & ediTOriaL

LeTTers pOLicy
L e t t e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e  a n d 

encouraged. They should be fewer 
than 300 words, unless arranged 
beforehand with the editor, and they 
are subject to editing for length and 
clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the 
author and include a phone number 
and  add re s s  whe re  t he  au tho r 
can be reached (these are not for 
publication). Letters forwarded from 
other organizations or sent to staff 
and not for print must be designated 
as such. Letters over 300 words and 

without contact information will be 
returned to the sender or discarded. 

We will accept one letter per person, 
per subject, per four issues. We 
reserve the right to reject letters for 
reasons we believe are appropriate. 
Please send letters to Letter to the 
Editor c/o Valley Publishing, PO 
Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or 
e-mail to montevistanews@gmail.
com (Attention: Letter to the Editor). 
Deadline for letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited 
due to space constraints.

Most of you who know Ol’ Dutch 
will agree that camo pants are the 
cornerstone of my wardrobe. And 
even Miss Trixie, after finding one 
of her deals of the century shopping 
extravaganza, will even don a 
camouflage jacket on occasion. 

And as with about anything, a 
person does get an affinity for one 
certain item of clothing whether it be 
shirt, pants, jacket or hat and we tend 
to wear that a lot more than others 
we may have. This only becomes a 
problem when you wear them to the 
point of threadbare and Ol’’ Dutch 
often does just that. 

Way back when I first met Miss 
Trixie, or as I call it, “her lucky day,” 
I had this pair of pants that I wore for 
hunting mostly. They had seen their 
better days and patches and massive 
stitching was about all that was holding 
them together, but they were lucky, 
and I didn’t want to part with them. 

Lots of game had fallen to my 
arrows and guns wearing those pants. 
And, even though my backside was 
showing at times through threadbare 
materials plus I chain sawed off one 
of the legs, I didn’t want to have to 
break in a new pair and possibly go 
blank for the hunting season. 

And along with those pants there 
is a long sleeve camo shirt that is just 
barely held together with threads. 
It is so thin that I think duct tape is 
probably next in order to keep me 
decent. Writing this now, it suddenly 
dawned on me that I had not worn 
my lucky shirt this year and yes, you 
guessed it, have drawn a blank so far 
hunting elk. 

Miss Trixie, upon hearing this and 
being tired of my middle of the night 
rising has dug out that lucky shirt in 
hopes it will really work its magic 
in the woods. Even Bubs, my son, 
believes in the shirt and wants a small 
piece to attach to his backpack to bring 
the gods of the hunt to attention. 

I think a lot of people have their 
favorite item to wear and this often is 
a jersey from their favorite team or a 
hat advertising John Deere or Dakota 
seed. The latter two are worn mainly 
as they were free at some point so 
probably do not count in the gist of 
this theory. And Ol’ Dutch is guilty 
as sin on that account as my State 
Farm agent provides me with great 
camo hats for hunting season and I 
wear them proudly, or at least cheaply. 

Of late Ol’ Dutch has found some 
boxes of long saved clothing and am 

Lucky pants and shirt

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

going to sort through those when I have 
time. You know the type. Size way too 
small blue jeans that you just know you 
will get into someday short of your 
grave, a shirt with Eat At Mom’s Diner 
which had some significance the day 
you bought it and old track shoes from 
your running days in the 9th grade. Yes, 
that’s right. Priceless items. 

And while some things bring back 
wonderful memories of days gone 
by, some are probably best left in 
the boxes and thrown out in masse. 
Like the suit you got married in or the 
shoes you wore on your first date with 
a husband long passed down the line 
to someone less lucky. They were not 
so lucky for you after all I guess and 
need to find their way to the trash. 

Someone suggested that Ol’ Dutch 
pass these on to the local Goodwill 
store but I believe it would be akin to 
the French traders who gave diseased 
blankets to the Indians. Why curse 
someone’s future. 

So tomorrow with the aid of my 
lucky shirt I will go afield and try to 
fill our freezer with tasty venison. 
And for those of you who may want 
a piece of that good luck charm for 
your own endeavors, please send 
$9.99 and Miss Trixie will see that 
you get a piece of the luck. 

Good luck to you this season if you 
are hunting and be sure and visit your 
insurance agent and request a free 
hat. If not, find a farmer, they have 
plenty to spare. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 
at TroutRepublic

out, I would have missed otherwise. 
To my readers and critics alike, I 

also express my gratitude. So many 
of you provided information that I 
never could have uncovered myself 
and even helped avoid potentially 
dangerous outcomes. Thank you for 
the letters, phone calls and emails 
that kept me going when the going 
was tough. 

And to my critics, you helped me 
more than you know. Those in the 
media need to sit back and look at the 
other side carefully and thoughtfully, 
to make sure everything is being 
taken into consideration and everyone 
receives a fair hearing. I have tried to 
use what you say to ensure that this 
was the case. 

Goodbyes are always hard, but at 

least I have been given the opportunity 
to thank everyone and tell them how 
much they all will be missed. I wish 
for each and every one of you the best 
and brightest future possible. Keep 
going forward with all your projects 
to better your communities and never 
falter in fighting the good fight. 

It has been an honor and a pleasure 
— may God be with you all. 

TERESA
Continued from Page 1A

Planet Neptune
By darLene dankO

Since the last quarter moon is 
Sept. 10, and the New Moon Sept. 
17, this is a great time for night 
sky viewing. It rises later and is 
becoming smaller. Jupiter and 
Saturn are still highly visible in the 
south just to the left of the Milky 
Way. Neptune is becoming visible 
in the east, and Venus is highly 
visible halfway up in the east in the 
morning. Uranus is not visible until 
after midnight.

The constellation Capricornus 
is visible along the ecliptic in 
the SE just to the left of Saturn. 
August and September are its best 
viewing months. It’s a 12 star 
constellation called the Sea Goat. 
It’s also the second faintest zodiacal 
constellation in our sky and may also 
be the oldest. It’s a broad triangular 
shape lying on its side.

In Greek mythology is represents 
the goat like god Pan who jumped 
into a river and became part fish to 
escape from the monster Typhon. 
It lies at a great distance from the 
Milky Way in a basically empty 
region of our sky, so there are only 
a few deep sky objects in it. It has a 

few multiple stars and the globular 
cluster M-30 which is just to the 
left of the constellation.

It also contains a yellow super 
giant which is a double star, and 
an orange super giant which is a 
triple star. You will need binoculars 
or a telescope to see these stars 
and M-30. Just look to the left 
of Saturn to see this small 
constellation. It’s the size 
of a spread out hand.

On Sept .  11  p lanet 
Neptune reaches opposition 
in the constellation Aquarius 
which is just to the left 
of Capricornus. Although 
Neptune is the farthest and 
faintest of our planets, you 
should be able to see it with 
binoculars. Since it’s the most 
distant of our planets, it’s the 
coldest with a temperature of -350° 
F. That turns its chemicals Carbon 
Monoxide and Methane into ice 
crystals.

Its upper atmosphere is 1.5 
percent methane which absorbs red 
light from the Sun and then reflects 
blue light. That makes Neptune 
the other blue planet in our solar 
system after Earth. Amazingly it’s 
the windiest planet on our solar 

system. It has 6 spindly rings and 
14 moons.

Opposition means that it’s closest 
to the Sun, and at its brightest 
making it shine at magnitude 7.8. 
So, it’s bright enough to see with 

binoculars in a clear dark sky. If 
you have a telescope you may be 
able to see some of its moons. Right 
now, it’s easily visible at 10 p.m. 
and maybe even at 9:30, but by the 
end of this month you should be 
able to see it at 9 p.m.  It will rise 
higher by then.

yOur nighT sky
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By cOLOradO parks and 

WiLdLiFe

The number of off-highway 
vehicles used during hunting seasons 
has been increasing steadily. While 
the vehicles can be useful tools to aid 
a hunt, some hunters are using them 
improperly and causing a variety of 
problems. 

Hunters must be aware of Colorado 
OHV rules, local regulations and 
federal travel management regulations 
for national forests and BLM lands. 

All OHVs must be registered 
in Colorado. Your home-state 
registration is not valid. To register 
your vehicle call Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife at 303-297-1192 or go to the 
website: cpw.state.co.us.

Hunters need to remember that 
rifles carried on OHVs must be 
completely unloaded -- no bullets 
in the chamber or magazine -- and 
placed in a hard or soft case. Bows 
must also be carried in a case. 

On national forest and BLM lands, 
OHV travel is allowed only on roads 
and trails designated for such use. 
Roads and trails open to motorized 
use will be signed as “open,” or be 
shown as open on forest service and 

Use OHVs properly; know the rules
BLM travel maps. It is recommended 
that you consult with the local forest 
service or BLM office before your trip 
to make sure you understand travel 
regulations in your hunting area. 
Federal fines, up to $500 per incident, 
may be levied for violations of travel 
management regulations.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
officers are authorized to write 
tickets for illegal OHV use. Besides 
the federal fines, violators who are 
using OHVs while hunting, fishing 
or trapping will be assessed penalty 
points against their license privileges: 
10 points for most violations, 15 
points for riding into wilderness areas. 
Hunters who accumulate 20 penalty 
points lose their ability to buy hunting 
or fishing licenses for at least one year. 

Matt Thorpe, area wildlife manager 
in Durango, explained that hunters 
must minimize their use of OHVs 
if they expect to see any big game 
animals.

“There are some hunters who drive 
around on OHVs all day and then they 
complain that they’re not seeing any 
animals,” Thorpe said. 

The constant drone of OHVs also 
causes problems for other hunters. 

OHVs are noisy and cause animals to 
move deep into inaccessible territory. 
Just one vehicle can cause problems 
for numerous hunters. 

“There is getting to be a real 
backlash against OHVs from people 
who actually get out there and hunt 
the way they’re supposed to,” Thorpe 
said. 

Big-game hunters who wish to be 
successful must walk slowly and 
quietly well away from roads. It 
is unlikely during hunting season 
that a hunter will see a big-game 
animal from the road. And if an 
animal is spotted, a hunter doesn’t 
have time to get off the vehicle, 
take a rifle or bow out of its case, 
load the weapon and move off the 
road to take a shot.

Besides disturbing animals and 
other hunters, improper use of OHVs 
can cause resource damage when 
they are driven off established roads 
and trails. That action can destroy 
vegetation, compact soil, and lead to 
stream and water-quality degradation. 

Please, remember these rules and 
guidelines:

Rifles and bows carried on OHVs 

must be completely unloaded and 
secured in a case.

Be sure to check with local U.S. 
Forest Service and BLM offices for 
the local travel management plans 
in areas where you will be hunting.

In most areas, an OHV cannot be 
used to retrieve harvested animals. 
Check with local BLM and forest 
service offices for specific game-
retrieval policies.

OHVs cannot be driven into 
designated wilderness areas.

Be careful not to trespass onto 
private roads. 

Be considerate of other hunters. 
Drive slowly to reduce noise; 
minimize driving distances; don’t 
hunt from the road.

Explain these rules and guidelines 
to young hunters and those unfamiliar 
with proper OHV use.

ALAMOSA — The SLV Veterans Coalition will 
facilitate the fourth

 
forum for Women only on Sept. 23. 

The ZOOM Forum will take place from 10 a.m. – noon 
Women Veterans, female members of their families and 
the women community at large are invited. 

Attendees will be discussing access to health, claims 
and benefit issues. The forum also will introduce Vet 
Court and the Diversion programs for veterans who are 
having legal issues. The team organizing the event has 
attempted to create a “safe space” for women to discuss 
their issues, needs and opportunities. 

Those who do not already have ZOOM access can 
download the ZOOM format before the meeting by going 
to ZOOM.COM 

The forum panel will consist of: Wendy Yeldell, Col 
Army, Focus on Women; Jacquelyn Hayes-Byrd, Maj. 
U.S. Air Force, adviser to the Secretary; Women Issues, 
Carole Donsbach and Women Veterans Program Manager, 
ECHCS Audra Johnson, Alamosa DA.

Email invitations will be going out to individuals and 

Women veterans Zoom 
forum set for Sept. 23

provider lists for this ZOOM meeting. Anyone wishing 
to be added to a list or for any questions, please call Mary 
Cornum at 719-992-4108. 

Go to the Veterans Coalition of the San Luis Valley 
Facebook page to find updated information and events. 

By cheLsea Mcnerney-

garcia

MONTE VISTA - The Vali 3 
Theater Advisory Board would like 
to extend its thanks to the Monte 
Vista Community and especially 
to Ray and Colette Skeff for 
their generosity and support. The 
customers who have brought in 
donations, donated through our 
GoFundMe page or showed their 
support by purchasing concessions 
Saturday evenings have been 
essential to the success of the 
Vali Theater and keeping it open 
through the COVID-19 closures 
and the difficulties caused by the 
broken projector. Thanks to the 

generosity of the Skeffs, who 
purchased a brand-new laser based 
8S Projector, the theater will be 
reopening Friday, Sept. 18, for 
movies at its regular showtimes, 
7 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights 
and 5 p.m. Sundays. Current 
public health regulations limit the 
theater to 50 percent of its capacity. 
Moviegoers are encouraged to 
arrive early. The theater plans 
to show “I Still Believe” its first 
weekend. The projector will be 
installed this week. The theater will 
be closed this weekend for cleaning 
and relabeling to meet COVID-19 
guidelines and a new concessions 
order should arrive just in time for 
the reopening. 

Vali Theater 
reopens Sept. 18
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©2020 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved.®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. Offer is valid in select 
market only, from September 1, 2020 to September 30, 2020. The terms and conditions may vary and these offers are subject to termination or change at any time without notice. Rebate up to $1,500 and 0%/or 
60 months on 2020 Defender PRO models. Eligible units are only new and unused 2020 Can-Am Deiender PRO models purchased from a participating BRP dealer. For example, on a purchase of an eligible unit 
where the amount financed is $10,000, your down payment is $0 with 60 monthly payments of Tiers A- B Customers only: $166.67 each. Interest Rate is 0% [ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE 0% (E)]. Tiers A- B Customers 
only, The above financing programs are offered by Sheffield Financial, a division of Truist Bank. Member FDIC. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness, Tiers will be based on the 
customer’s credit score obtained by Sheffield Financial. Rates advertised are based on Tier A- B Customers with credit scores of 700 or higher. Other fees may apply. BRP is not responsible for any errors, changes 
or actions related to financing provided by Sheffield Financial. Down payment may be required. [“E” means estimate.] Financing as low as 0%APR for 60 months: The foregoing financing program is offered by 
Roadrunner Financial, Inc. Neither BRP US Inc. (“BRP”) nor its affiliates shall be held responsible for this financing program as they relate to this program. This is not an offer of credit. Not all customers will qualify for 
the above listed program. Approval, rates, minimum purchase requirements and tenms advertised are based upon a minimum [700] credit bureau (FICO”) score and overall credit worthiness. FICO® Credit Score, 
key factors and other credit information are based on data from Experian® and may be different from other credit scores and other credit information provided by different bureaus. UCC filing fee may be charged. 
Offer not valid for units used for commercial or business purposes. All applicants are subject to credit approval. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply, Minimum Amount Financed $1,500; Maximum 
Amount Financed $50,000. Other financing offers are available. The advertised promotion includes an Origination Fee which hes been added to the Amount Financed in the amount of $0.00. Offer subject to 
change without notice. BRP recommends that all ATV-SSV drivers take a training course. See your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1 ·800-887-2887. ATV and SSV can be hazardous to operate. Never carry 
passengers on any ATV-SSV not specifically designed by the manufacturer for such use. All adult model Can-Am ATVs are Category G ATVs (General Use Models) intended tor recreational and/or utility use by an 
operator age 16 or older. Carefully read the vehicle’s operator’s guide. Follow all instructional and safety material and observe applicable laws and regulations. ATV and SSV are for off-road use only; never ride on 
paved surfaces or public roads. For your safety, the operator and passenger(s) must wear a helmet, eye protection and applicable protective clothing. Always remember that riding, alcohol and drugs don’t mix. 
Never engage in stunt driving. Avoid excessive speed and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Always ride responsibly end safely. See your authorized BRP dealer for details and visit www.cen-am.brp.com.
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Kay’sBookkeeping
   Services

& The Monte Vista 
Cemetery Association 
Office have moved!

Come see us at our new address: 

995 N. Hwy 285 •  Monte Vista
(next to Valley Lumber) 

Kay’s: (719) 852-5638

Monte Vista Cemetery: (719) 852-5196 or 
www.montevistacemeteryassociation.com

No contracts, no hidden fees
• Residential Service (96 gallon rolling containers)

• Commercial Containers (1YD-6YD Dumpsters)

• Roll-Off “Construction Site” Dumpsters (20YD-30YD)

• Curbside, single-stream recycling available

Services available for residents and commercial pick-up in 
and around Creede, South Fork, Del Norte and Monte Vista

For a full list of recyclable items see www.
mdswasteandrecycle.com/services/recycling-services/

Call (719)658-3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Let’s Talk Trash

Local Septic Tank Manufacturer 
Large Inventory of Plumbing & 

Septic System Supplies
Hassle free installation instantly approved in Colorado 
Watertight low profile anti float design  

Concrete lasts for decades, 
requires less maintenance

215 N. Washington St. • Monte Vista
National Precast Association Member

Help is only a 
Phone Call Away
COVID-19 Mental Health Support Line

719.589.3671
If you are stressed, anxious, lonely, depressed, angry, or all of the 
above, you are not alone. We are in this together, and caring mental 
health professionals are available if you need to talk.

Virtual Therapy & Psychiatry

slvbhg.org/covid-19
Behavioral Health therapy and psychiatry have never been easier to start. 
ALL SLVBHG locations are open for business virtually, providing services 
tot he convenience of your social distancing space by video consultations 

or over the phone. Call now to schedule an appointment: 719.589.3671

Mobile Health Unit
slvbhg.org/mobile

Visit our website for an updated schedule of where the mobile unit 
will be. The Mobile Health Unit specializes in Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) for substance use disorders.

Approved Medicaid Provider | 24 hour hotline: 719.589.3671 | slvbhg.org

currently or have previously existed. 
“Intimate relationship” means a 
relationship between spouses, former 
spouses, past or present unmarried 
couples, or persons who are both the 
parents of the same child regardless of 
whether the persons have been married 
or have lived together at any time.

Two main issues will be noted in 
a domestic violence relationship. 
The first is a cycle of violence. The 
cycle of violence includes a tension 
building phase where words or actions 
promote an atmosphere characterized 
by tension building between those 
in the relationship. A crisis phase or 
violent act will occur which is the direct 
culmination of tension. 

Following the crisis phase or violent 
act will be a honeymoon phase in which 
will resemble the normal functioning 

family. Below is a chart providing a 
visual demonstration of what the cycle 
of violence looks like:

The next issue that is concerning is the 
need for control in a domestic violence 
relationship. Control allows for the 
perpetrator of violence to continue the 
ongoing violent encounters.  Control is 
imperative to maintain the relationship 
and prevent the victim party from leaving 
or reaching out to others who may help. 

There are many reasons why people 
will abuse their intimate partners. 
These are:

• Anger management issues
• Jealousy
• Low self-esteem
• Feeling inferior 
• Cultural beliefs they have the right 

to control their partner
• Personality disorder or psychological 

disorder
• Learned behavior from growing up 

in a family where domestic violence 
was accepted

• Alcohol and drugs, as an impaired 
individual may be less likely to control 
violent impulses

It is important to report domestic 
violence as the conditions can grow 
worse over time and lead to significant 
injury or death. Please contact law 
enforcement if you believe a domestic 
violence incident is occurring. Also, if 
you know someone who is experiencing 
violence in their life, but they will not 
report the violence refer them to some 
of the resources below. 

https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/
cdhs/domestic-violence

https://www.slvtucasa.net/
https://www.thehotline.org/

ABUSE
Continued from Page 1A

Johnson explained that the company 
is in the process of converting their 
phone service to another phone provider 
out of Utah and that though the process 
has been a little rocky, they know that 
in the end it will be more beneficial to 
their phone service customers in the 
long run. “We have around 2,500 phone 
numbers active with people on our 
network. We have recently upgraded 
to a new phone service provider out of 

Utah. This upgrade, or conversion, has 
frankly been a little rocky. We have had 
quite a few issues with the conversion 
and getting the two networks to operate. 
Ultimately, we still feel it will be a good 
thing for all of us because we have a 
lot more control and can respond to 
people’s needs much quicker.”

At the end of the presentation, 
Johnson touched a little bit on what 
the company has done in response to 

the COVID-19 pandemic and how they 
plan to move forward. Johnson stated 
that the company has postponed service 
disconnections and continues to work 
with people during this difficult time. 
The company has also worked closely 
with schools in the Valley including 
Center School District, Mountain 
Valley School District and Creede 
School district to ensure safe and secure 
online learning capabilities. 

CIELLO
Continued from Page 1A

of the population being impoverished. 
Saguache County ranks 11th in the state 
with 17.7 percent below the poverty line 
and Rio Grande County ranks thirteenth 
in the state with 17.1 percent or 1,890 
residents impoverished.  Twelve percent 
of Mineral County falls below the 
poverty line.

This data makes the 2020 U.S. Census 
even more important to the welfare of the 
Valley. All San Luis Valley counties have 
lower Census self-response rates than 
the Colorado average of 68.4 percent 

of households responding. Mineral 
County has the second lowest response 
rate in the state with only 23.7 percent of 
households responding. Costilla county 
is not far ahead with a 26.9 percent 
response rate. Alamosa County has the 
highest self-response rate in the Valley 
of 54.9 percent; followed by Rio Grande 
County at 49.8 percent, Conejos County 
with 42.8 percent and Saguache County 
with only 39.5 percent of households 
self-responding. 

Census statistics inform how billions 

of dollars in federal funds will be 
allocated by state, local and federal 
lawmakers annually for the next 10 
years. 

Data collection for the 2020 U.S. 
Census is scheduled to end Sept. 30. 
You can complete the Census online 
at https://www.2020census.gov, by 
phone 844-330-2020 or by mailing 
the questionnaire received through the 
mail to U.S. Census Bureau, National 
Processing Center, 100 Logistics 
Avenue, Jeffersonville, IN 47144.

COUNTIES
Continued from Page 1A

By saguache cOunTy cLerk 

and recOrder Trish giLBerT

Colorado To Provide 368 Ballot 
Drop Boxes Statewide for Voters 

COLORADO  — Colorado 
Secretary of State Jena Griswold 
today announced that Colorado will 
have 368 ballot drop boxes available to 
voters statewide for the Nov. 3 election, 
a significant increase from 2018, 
when 247 drop boxes were available 
statewide.     

“I am happy to announce that over 
the last two years Colorado has added 
121 new drop boxes across the state 
for the 2020 General Election,” said 
Secretary Griswold. 

“No American should have to 
choose between risking their health 
and exercising their right to vote.  Drop 
boxes are a safe, secure, and convenient 
way for Colorado voters to make their 
voices heard while social distancing and 
are one of the reasons our elections are 
the nation’s gold standard.”    

Under Secretary Griswold’s 
leadership, the number of drop boxes has 
increased 49 percent in just the last two 
years, including the addition of 42 new 
boxes this summer as part of CARES Act 

funding for election assistance. 
Twenty-seven Colorado counties 

applied this summer for the additional 
drop boxes, which will be in place for 
the Nov. 3 election.  Nearly $160,000 
has been requested and will be provided 
to those counties from CARES Act 
funding to provide the new boxes.  
As counties continue to finalize their 
election plans, as many as 20 additional 
boxes may be added across the state by 
Election Day.   

“Saguache County is one of the 
largest counties in Colorado, with a 
scarce population in comparison,” said 
Saguache County Clerk and Recorder 
Trish Gilbert, whose county will be 
adding three new boxes for a total of 
four.  

“Many of our towns are located 
a great distance from our Voter 
Service and Polling Center, and many 
of our voters are without reliable 
transportation.  Additional drop boxes 
will provide a safe and efficient method 
for voters to return their ballots without 
needing to travel to our VSPC and 
putting themselves, and others, at risk.” 

Approximately 75 percent of 
Colorado mail ballot voters return their 

ballots to a drop 
box, which are 
safe and secure.  
Drop boxes are 
sturdy, metallic, 
w e a t h e r -
resistant, and 
are bolted to 
the  ground .  
Colorado law also requires that all 
drop boxes be kept under 24-hour video 
surveillance with adequate lighting. 

 When drop boxes are emptied, they 
are done so at least every 24 hours by 
a team of bipartisan election judges 
who must maintain a detailed chain of 
custody log when transporting ballots 
between drop boxes and the central 
counting facility. 

With 368 drop boxes statewide, there 
is now one drop box for approximately 
every 9,400 Colorado active registered 
voters.  In addition to drop boxes, 
Colorado will have approximately 
330 voting centers open, with many 
opening 15 days before Election Day 
per Colorado state law.  Each voting 
center will have COVID-19 related 
procedures in place to ensure in-person 
voting is as safe as possible.

cLips FrOM The cLerk

MONTE VISTA – Joel Polkowske 
has been promoted to Branch Manager 
for Rio Grande Savings & Loan 
Association’s Alamosa Branch. 
Polkowske has worked at Rio Grande 
Savings and Loan as a Loan Officer for 
mortgage consumer loans, primarily in 
the Monte Vista Office since 2013.

“Joel has been a great resource for 
the San Luis Valley community, helping 
them achieve the dream of home 
ownership and helping with other loan 
needs,” said Rio Grande Savings & Loan 

President Shon Davis. “We are excited 
to have him in the Alamosa Branch 
where he can help Alamosa residents 
and the surrounding communities.” 
Polkowske is a San Luis Native. He 
graduated from Centauri High School in 
2004 and from Adams State University 
in 2012. Polkowske and his wife Wendi 
are raising three children, Kasyn, Conlee 
and Keagan.

“I’m looking forward to the 
challenges this promotion presents 
and the opportunity to meet and help 

Polkowske promoted to RGSL Alamosa Branch manager
more people in 
our community,” 
c o m m e n t e d 
Polkowske.

Though he will 
take on new duties 
with his promotion, 
P o l k o w s k e ’s 
primary role will still be helping 
people with home and consumer loans. 
Polkowske can be reached in the Rio 
Grande Savings & Loan Alamosa branch 
at 589-2536
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Saguache County is currently accepting proposals for the Saguache County 2020 
Fiscal Year audit.  The ideal firm or individual will have extensive knowledge and 
experience related to conducting governmental audits in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting and auditing standards, and preparing financial statements that 
conform to all state, federal and industry guidelines.  
All interested parties should submit a letter of interest and a proposal for services by 
November 6, 2020 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache County Administration office.  For 
additional information contact Saguache County Administration at 719-655-2231 or 
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1556 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6, 13, 20, 
26, September 3, 10,17, 24, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, November 5 and 12, 2020.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Clifford Adalbert Dabney, a/k/a Clifford A. Dabney, Deceased Case Number 2020 
PR 30012
All persons having claims against the above named estate are required to present them to 
the personal representative or to 
r District Court of Saguache, Colorado or 
on or before December 27, 2020, or the claims may be forever barred.

Christopher A. Dabney   
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
658 Warden Street   
Address
Center, Colorado  81125   
City, State, Zip Code

X

No. 1568 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 27 and September 3 and 10, 2020.

SAGUACHE COUNTY CARES ACT GRANTS
Saguache County along with the Towns of Center, Crestone, Moffat and Saguache have 
received money from the CARES Act to be used for COVID 19 related items!
Saguache County and the County municipalities have worked together to come up with a 
grant application for local businesses who were affected by COVID 19.
The Grant funds may be used for the follow:

o Funds may only be used for business, no funding of individuals that are 
not a business or 501(c)(3) foundation salaries

o Grant funds requested must show how funds will be used to return 
employees to work

o Physical location of business must be located within Saguache County
o Employ Saguache County citizens
o Business must be licensed with Saguache County or the municipality the 

business is located within
o Funds may be used for utilities, water and sanitation etc.

CARES ACT Grant applications are due by September 15, 2020 and are available on our 
website at saguachecounty.net/administration – “CARES ACT Grant Application” or you 
may contact the Saguache County Administration office at 719-655-2231 to request a copy 
of the grant application. 

No. 1569 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 27 and September 3 and 10, 2020.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Johnny Lee Werner; a/k/a Johnny L. Werner; a/k/a Johnny Werner; a/k/a John 
Lee Werner; a/k/a John L. Werner; a/k/a John Werner, Deceased      Case Number 2020 
PR 030010
All persons having claims against the above named estate are required to present them to 
the personal representative or to 

• District Court of Saguache, County, Colorado or 
q Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado

on or before  February 12, 2021 (date)*, or the claims may be forever barred.
MykLandry, Attorney for Personal Representative
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
PO Box 2276
Address
Elizabeth, Colorado 80107
City, State, Zip Code

No. 1571 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, September 10, 17 and 24, 2020.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO GET 
INVOLVED CALL 719-655-2533

sTaFF repOrT

CRESTONE — According to 
video reports and media coverage, 
the Crestone-based religious group 
Love Has Won has been deported 
from the Hawaiian island of Kauai 
after officials there told them they 
were not welcome in the area. 

An undetermined number of 
members of the group are said to 
have recently taken up residence 
in a beach rental house in Kauai to 
serve a mandatory 14-day COVID-19 
quarantine. “Mother God” Amy 
Carlson claims to be the island’s 
goddess Pele, goddess of fire, who 
legend says will return someday 
to the island. Kauai residents are 
not convinced, according to videos 
posted on the site covering the group’s 

expulsion:  https://gurumag.com/
love-has-won-cult-kicked-off-kauai-
after-fleeing-crestone/

Fox News also covered the 
group’s Kauai expulsion at  https://
www.foxnews. com/travel/hawaii-
officials- intercept-cult-airport- 
colorado. The article explains that 
those protesting the group’s presence 
on the island objected to the group’s 
“Appropriation of Hawaiian culture,” 
in Carlson’s claim to be Pele. 

Carlson can be heard erupting in 
offensive and abusive language during 
the videos. Her followers claim that 
those who deny she is Pele are guilty 
of slander, an accusation also levied 
at local media. The group contests the 
coverage by Guru Magazine, denying 
any connection to Cristal Reisinger’s 

disappearance and insisting they are 
we are a Holistic Healing Charity 
that promotes healing through plant-
based medicine, serving love, God 
and humanity. 

The mayor of Kauai escorted 
members of the group to the airport 
after telling them no one on the island 
would welcome them. When Carlson 
and her boyfriend flew to Maui 
Sunday, the mayor there said he would 
pay for them to fly to San Francisco, 
and they accepted his offer. The Fox 
News report states the group left the 
island for safety reasons. 

A two-part series on the group is 
scheduled to air Sept. 14-15 on the 
Dr. Phil Show.

Love Has Won has reportedly 
returned to Casita Park in Crestone.

Crestone-based religious 
group leaves island of Kauai

TRINIDAD -  A few lucky hunters 
will get a chance to fill their freezers 
with meat as the first public hunters on 
Fishers Peak State Park this fall and 
winter after the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife Commission approved hunting 
access at its Sept. 3 meeting.

CPW proposed the special hunting 
opportunities, to be chosen by lottery 
for specific species and seasons, as part 
of a “sneak peak” at the park. CPW is 
creating a masterplan for Fishers Peak 
State Park which will include discussion 
about future hunting opportunities at 
the park.

CPW proposed the hunting program 
on Fishers Peak State Park, noting the 
agency used $6.35 million from Habitat 
Stamp funds to help pay for the 19,200-
acre property south of Trinidad. Habitat 
Stamp funds are generated by the sale 

of hunting and fishing licenses and are 
designed to protect important fish and 
wildlife habitat.

For 2020, the Commission authorized 
CPW to issue an access permit for a 
properly licensed elk hunter during the 
first rifle season, Oct. 10-14.  Another 
elk permit – this one an over-the-counter, 
antlered only tag – will be issued for 
the second rifle season, Oct. 24-Nov. 
1. During third rifle season, Nov. 7-13, 
one properly licensed deer hunter will 
be chosen for access. During fourth rifle 
season, Nov. 18-22, a licensed elk hunter 
will be chosen to hunt the property. If 
any of the lucky winners for the elk and 
deer opportunities also hold a valid bear 
license for the unit, they will be able to 
hunt bears on Fishers Peak State Park.

Finally, a lottery will be held to 
choose a properly licensed mountain 

lion hunter to pursue a cougar beginning 
Nov. 23 until March 31, 2021, or until 
the combined harvest limit is reached 
for Game Management Units 85, 140 
and 851. 

Hunters interested in the opportunities 
will have until Sept. 17 to enter their 
names in a drawing for the special 
activity permits. More information 
about this opportunity and a link to the 
application form can be found on CPW’s 
Fishers Peak webpage (https://cpw.state.
co.us/placestogo/Parks/FishersPeak).

Vehicles involved in hunting use of the 
park are required to have a valid Colorado 
State Parks Pass, unless the vehicle 
displays a Disabled Veteran license plate. 
Hired guides or outfitters are prohibited on 
the property. Access is prohibited, except 
during the season dates specified for the 
2020 big game season.

CPW Commission approves hunting on Fishers Peak
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From hot new shops to great restaurant specials, 
entertainment, services and more, our Local Businesses 

have you  covered, don’t miss out on a thing!

852-5700 • 859 Acequia Dr. • Monte Vista

Free Estimates

All Insurance Claims Accepted

Glasurit Waterborne Paint… 
Environmentally Friendly!

NEW LOCATION
 122 Adams St. • Monte Vista 

(719) 859-2656
•Unique, Handmade Gifts 

•Custom, Handmade Moccasins 
•Local Artists & Photography  •Jewelry 

•Gifts for all ages

Faemoon Wolf Designs

Like us on Facebook • www.faemoonwolfdesigns.com

Open Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

(719) 852-8849 • 839 First Ave. • Monte Vista 

Men’s & Women’s 
Clothing Jewelry, 

Shoes, Accessories 
and much more!

Gifts of all sizes for 
all occasions! 

Winter Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Shop Online! www.thefineryboutique.com

Follow us on social media @bebeautiulmontevista

Dr. Lucero, 
D.D.S., 

Prosthodontist
Family Dentistry

      852-2552 
10 Rupert St. • Monte Vista

Community Committed… Agriculturally Driven

Clothing

Tires • Fuels
Seed • Fertilizer
Farm Supplies

Feed • Grain
Equipment

Convenience 
Stores

Monte Vista Cooperative
(719) 852-5181 • www.mvcoop.com

1901 E Hwy 160 • Monte Vista

Call to schedule an appointment 
with Dr. Barton Giessel, M.D. and 

Jackie Bennett, FNP today! 
1033 2nd Ave. •  Monte Vista  • (719) 852-8827

Pharmacy phone number: (719) 628-0533
www.riograndehospital.org

Jackie Bennett,
FNP

Dr. Giessel, 
MD

The Monte Vista 
Medical Clinic is 
accepting new 

patients!

Shades,
Quilts, & Etc.
Quilting • Window Treatments 

Yarn • DMC Embroidery

129 Adams St. • Monte Vista
852-2179

Spring Sale!
15% Off

Everything in the Store!

New Hours: Thurs. & Friday 9-5, Sat. 9-3

150 N. Broadway
Monte Vista

San Luis Valley
Auto Repair llc

Complete Automotive Service

Matt Ratzlaff
(719) 852-2536

3415 Mariposa • Alamosa

401 Edison Ave. • Alamosa

330 Solar • Monte Vista

www.slvfed.com

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

P.O. Box 875
1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista

(719) 852-0353
www.wentanip.com

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc Don Wenta, 
Owner

All lines of CIPC, DMN, EC, Biox and Sanitizers
A local family-owned business specializing in potato sprout 

control and crop storage management solutions.

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Your Local Businesses!

Support Local



Lifestyles
SLV

Avocado rustlers

Supplement to The Monte Vista Journal, Center Post-Dispatch, The Conejos County 
Citizen, The Mineral County Miner, The South Fork Tines, and The Del Norte Prospector.

BOXHOLDER LOCAL-RURAL CAR-RT SORT   STANDARD MAIL RATE U.S. Postage PAID  
 Permit No. 70 Alamosa, CO 81101

Wednesday, September 9, 2020

Serving the entire San Luis Valley

BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Catching avocado rustlers is sort of a cross 
between the Covid virus, wildfires, exchange 
students bearing addictive goodies and coon 
hunting.

“All right, come down outta that tree and 
drop that avocado.  Frisk him, Ken and don’t 
forget to check for lemons.”

In the southern California county of Ven-
tura you will find the occasionally fractious 
co-mingling of densely populated residential 
areas and intensive orchard and truck farming.  
I’m sure there was a time when farmers gladly 
supplied their neighbors with enough lemons, 
strawberries and avocados to keep ‘em in gua-
comole and shortcake each growing season.

But as urban pressure increased, uninvited 
pickers began to take advantage.  “I’m only 
takin’  two or three.  They’ll never be missed.”  
Unfortunately it eventually became, “I’m 
only takin’ twelve hundred pounds.  They 
can grow more.”

Farmers complained.  They reported their 
losses but by the time it got to court the 
evidence had turned black and the district 
attorney’s office had bigger fish to fry.  “La-
dies and gentlemen of the jury, my client, 

the defendant, is accused of stealing twelve 
avocados.  He was having a party, wearin’ 
masks, of course.  Safeway was ten miles 
away and it was two o’clock in the morning!  
C’mon get serious. We’re letting felonious 
shoplifters out on the street!”

The Farm Bureau organized and by working 
with the Sheriff’s department was finally able 
to convince the proper politicians that the once 
minor shoplifting of an avocado had grown 

into a thriving black market and was causing 
significant losses.

First they passed laws with teeth.  Stealing 
avocados can be a felony punishable by up to 
one year in prison or $5,000.00.

They implemented a chain-of-evidence 
procedure that established a value on the 
stolen goods immediately so the avocados 
did not have to sit in the evidence room until 
the time of trial.

Farmers signed up with the National 
Property Registration Service, O. A. N.  It 
enabled them to report a theft at 3:00 A.M.  
The sheriff’s office punched in their number 
which had been expanded to include explicit 
directions to any of the farmer’s groves.  Re-
flective numbered markers, like street signs 
were posted at the exact locations. Sheriff’s 
deputies, including their canine corps and 
helicopter could then converge on the location 
in a matter of minutes.

With the thumping helicopter overhead 
lighting the area and snarling dogs in hot 
pursuit, the midnight thieves soon found 
themselves treed, tried and trundled off to 
San Quentin.

Results have been better than expected.  
Theft is down substantially and the Farm 
Bureau and Sheriff’s office have established 
a mutually beneficial relationship.

It strikes me that Ventura’s example might 
be inspiration for other counties around the 
country where people think ‘pick yer own’ 
applies to them.  Midnight sweet corn thieves, 
watermelon felons or protesting pilferers 
would think twice.

However, I don’t think theft has ever been a 
problem for growers of zucchini.  I know we 
can’t give ours away.  It’s like givin’ away kit-
tens.  I’ve never seen anyone try and steal one.

Baxter Black, former large animal vet-

erinarian and irregular commentator on Na-

tional Public Radio, is America’s best-selling 

cowboy poet. He is a frequent performer at 

national stock shows and rodeos as well as 

in many smaller local events. He is author 

of several books, including Cactus Tracks, 

Croutons on a Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna 

Get Lucky? and Dunny and the Duck. Baxter 

Black can be contacted via e-mail at: vikki@

baxterblack.com

By reBecca cOpLey 

MONTE VISTA - Many were 
sad to hear that the yearly potato 
festival had to be canceled this 
year due to COVID-19. However 
the Colorado Potato Administra-
tion Committee will still be hold-
ing a separate event Sept. 12 at 
Chapman Park. 

“We’re going to sell potatoes. 
Buy one bag for $3.00 and get 
one free. The money will go to 
the Friends of Ski-Hi building 
project. Then we’re also going to 
give you a baked potato. It will be 
more of a drive-thru event,” said 
CPAC Executive Director James 
Ehrlich.

The event will be taking place 
Sept. 12 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Those wanting to participate are 
asked to line up in their vehicles 
similar to a drive-thru. Those 
running the event will load the 
potatoes into your car and there 
will be a limit of no more than five 
bags purchased. There will also 
be a limit of four baked potatoes 
per car. 

“We don’t want people to linger 
and socially interact in an unsafe 
manner. So we came up with this 
plan to still celebrate the harvest 
season and what the industry 
contributes to our communities,” 
said Ehrlich. 

Make sure you mark your calen-
dars so you can come enjoy some 
of the Valley’s famous spuds and 
help build the Ski-Hi project.

Potatoes 
celebrated 

Sept. 12

 Fifty-nine percent (59%) of Mineral County, thirty-seven percent (37%) of Costilla County, twenty-
six percent (26%) of Rio Grande County, twenty-three percent (23%) of Conejos County and twenty 
percent (20%) of Saguache County homes and businesses fall within a moderate to highest wildfire 
negative potential impact zone.

Colorado State Forest Service launches 
county-by-county wildfire risk index

COLORADO – The Colorado 
State Forest Service (CSFS) re-
cently added to its arsenal of wild-

fire information and interactive 
tools available to the public with 
the launch of the wildland-urban 

interface risk index. With more 
than half of the state’s population 

Please see RISK on Page 10
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Mineral County 
second lowest 

response rate in 
Colorado

By Trey spauLding

SAN LUIS VALLEY – All San 
Luis Valley counties have lower 
Census self-response rates than the 
Colorado average of 68.4 percent of 
households responding. 

Mineral County has the second 
lowest response rate in the state 
with only 23.7 percent of house-
holds responding. Costilla county 
is not far ahead with a 26.9 percent 
response rate. Alamosa County 
has the highest self-response rate 
of 54.9 percent; followed by Rio 
Grande County at 49.8 percent, 
Conejos County with 42.8 percent 
and Saguache County with only 
39.5 percent of households self-
responding. 

In part, the low response rates 
are due to many of the residents 
in South Fork and Mineral County 

having P.O. Box mail delivery 
which makes it difficult for Census 
takers to know which households 
have not responded. Therefore, 
questionnaires are mailed to non-
responders P.O. Boxes and not to 
the actual non-responding address.

The U.S. Constitution mandates 
a census of the population every 
10 years. The goal of the 2020 
Census is to count everyone who 
lives in the United States April 1, 
2020. Census statistics are used to 
determine the number of seats each 
state holds in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. Census statistics 
inform how billions of dollars in 
federal funds will be allocated by 
state, local and federal lawmakers 
annually for the next 10 years. 

Data collection for the 2020 U.S. 
Census is scheduled to end Sept. 
30. You can complete the Census 
online at https://www.2020census.
gov, by phone 844-330-2020 or by 
mailing the questionnaire received 
through the mail to U.S. Census Bu-
reau, National Processing Center, 
100 Logistics Avenue, Jefferson-
ville, IN 47144.

SLV falling behind in Census self-reporting

By Trey spauLding

SAN LUIS VALLEY – Recently 
released Colorado unemployment 
figures from the Colorado Depart-
ment of Labor and Unemployment 
(CDLU) for July 2020 indicate that 
the unemployment rate in the San 
Luis Valley (SLV) continues to 
decline and to fare better than the 
statewide and national unemploy-
ment rates.

The average unemployment rate 
for Colorado in July was 7.4 percent 
and nationwide the percentage was 
10.2 percent. In the San Luis Valley 
among the 22,233 labor force there 
are 20,849 employed and 1,424 
unemployed equaling a 6.8 percent 
valley-wide unemployment rate. In 
June 2020 the SLV unemployment 
rate was 11.9 percent.

The SLV county with the lowest 
unemployment rate in July 2020 

was once again Conejos with 6.1 
percent unemployment. Conejos 
County is followed by Mineral 
County with 5.1 percent unemploy-
ment (which is a drop from the June 
percent of 8.4 percent), Alamosa 
County at 6.1 percent, Rio Grande 
County dropped from 10.7 percent 
in June to 6.8 percent in July, Sa-
guache County was at 7.5 percent 
in July dropping from 9.8 percent 
in June, and Costilla County had 
the highest unemployment rate at 
8.1 percent.

Throughout Colorado, Gilpin 
county continued to have the 
highest unemployment rate in for 
July 2020 with 12.0 percent un-
employed. Gilpin is followed in 
decreasing order by Summit with 
10.1 percent unemployment and 
Huerfano County with 9.9 percent 
unemployed.

SLV unemployment rate 
decreases 5.1 percent
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No contracts, no hidden fees
• Residential Service (96 gallon rolling containers)

• Commercial Containers (1YD-6YD Dumpsters)

• Roll-Off “Construction Site” Dumpsters (20YD-30YD)

• Curbside, single-stream recycling available

Services available for residents and commercial pick-up in 
and around Creede, South Fork, Del Norte and Monte Vista

For a full list of recyclable items see www.
mdswasteandrecycle.com/services/recycling-services/

Call (719)658-3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Let’s Talk Trash
Colorado to provide 368 

ballot drop boxes statewide
COLORADO -  Colorado Sec-

retary of State Jena Griswold an-
nounced that Colorado will have 368 
ballot drop boxes available to voters 
statewide for the Nov. 3 election, 
a significant increase from 2018, 
when 247 drop boxes were available 
statewide.     

“Saguache County is one of the 
largest counties in Colorado, with a 
scarce population in comparison,” 
said Saguache County Clerk and 
Recorder Trish Gilbert, whose county 
will be adding three new boxes for 
a total of four.  “Many of our towns 
are located a great distance from our 
Voter Service and Polling Center, 
and many of our voters are without 
reliable transportation.  Additional 
drop boxes will provide a safe and 
efficient method for voters to return 
their ballots without needing to travel 
to our VSPC and putting themselves, 
and others, at risk.” 

 “I am happy to announce that over 
the last two years Colorado has added 
121 new drop boxes across the state 
for the 2020 General Election,” said 
Secretary Griswold. “No American 
should have to choose between 
risking their health and exercising 
their right to vote.  Drop boxes are a 
safe, secure, and convenient way for 
Colorado voters to make their voices 
heard while social distancing and are 
one of the reasons our elections are 
the nation’s gold standard.”    

Under Secretary Griswold’s lead-
ership, the number of drop boxes has 
increased 49 percent in just the last 
two years, including the addition of 
42 new boxes this summer as part 
of CARES Act funding for election 
assistance. Twenty-seven Colorado 
counties applied this summer for the 
additional drop boxes, which will 
be in place for the Nov. 3 election.  
Nearly $160,000 has been requested 
and will be provided to those counties 
from CARES Act funding to provide 
the new boxes.  As counties continue 
to finalize their election plans, as 
many as 20 additional boxes may 
be added across the state by Elec-
tion Day.   

Approximately 75 percent of Colo-
rado mail ballot voters return their 

ballots to a drop box, which are safe 
and secure.  Drop boxes are sturdy, 
metallic, weather-resistant, and are 
bolted to the ground.  Colorado law 
also requires that all drop boxes be 
kept under 24-hour video surveil-
lance with adequate lighting.  When 
drop boxes are emptied, they are 
done so at least every 24 hours by 
a team of bipartisan election judges 
who must maintain a detailed chain 
of custody log when transporting 
ballots between drop boxes and the 
central counting facility. 

With 368 drop boxes statewide, 
there is now one drop box for ap-
proximately every 9,400 Colorado 
active registered voters.  In addition 
to drop boxes, Colorado will have 
approximately 330 voting centers 
open, with many openings 15 days 
before Election Day per Colorado 

state law.  Each voting center will 
have COVID-19 related procedures 
in place to ensure in-person voting is 
as safe as possible.

For more information on Colo-
rado’s elections, including how to 
register to vote, please visit www.
GoVoteColorado.gov.

Valley Publishing 719-852-3531

www.southforktines.com

www.montevistajournal.com

www.conejoscountycitizen.com

www.centerpostdispatch.com
www.delnorteprospector.com

www.mineralcountyminer.com
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment 
Options

We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items must
 be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLERS: 5 miles west 
of Del Norte on HWY 160.  719-657-
0942 (9/16)TFN 

07 Help Wanted
Rio Grande Club & Resort in 
South Fork is hiring full-time line/
prep cook, competitive pay and 
golf benefits. Position may transi-
tion to part-time in the off season. 
Call 719-873-1995 to inquire or 
stop by to fill out an application at 
285 Rio Grande Club Trail, South 
Fork. (9/23)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill a 
full-time position for Receptionist/
Loan Assistant.  Primary duties will 
be to welcome customers both on 
the phone and in the lobby as well 
as provide support to lenders.  Suc-
cessful candidate will have a bright 
personality, be a good problem solver 
and willing to learn.  The position is 
permanent, full-time, M – F, 8am – 
5pm with a robust benefits package.  
Application available at TrueLocal-
Bank.com/careers or inquire at 719-
657-3376 and ask for Mike.   EOE. 
(O9/23)

“Are you retired and wanting to 
give back to the community or 
would like to break up your day 
and do something SPECTACU-
LAR and rewarding? Looking for 
a volunteer, approximately one (1) 
hour per day, Monday through Friday 
delivering meals in Monte Vista to 
older adults homebound in our com-
munity. We are looking for someone 
committed and wanting to share your 
time for those in need. Please contact 
South-Central Colorado Seniors your 
local Area Agency on Aging for more 
details. 719-589-4511.”( 9/23)

Experienced Prep Cook-Monte 
Vista: PT – Currently 8:00 to 
1:00; Mon-Fri; food prep for 

daily menus; works with Head 
Cook. Applications and job de-
scription can be picked up at 1116 
3rd Street, Alamosa, CO (South-
Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area 
Agency on Aging) or call 719-589-
4511 for more information.(9/23)

7th/8th Grade Language Arts Teach-
er needed at Del Norte Jr/Sr High 

School. Applicants must have a bach-
elor’s degree or higher and possess or 
be able to obtain a Colorado Teaching 
License with a secondary Language 
Arts endorsement. Please submit 
your application, resume, and cover 
letter to: Aaron Horrocks, DNHS 
Principal at ahorrocks@urtigers.
co or contact Aaron at 719-657-4020. 
Applications can be picked up at the 
District Office or online at www.
dncsd.org (9-9)

3rd Grade Teacher needed at Del 

Norte Elementary School.  We are 
seeking a hardworking and enthu-
siastic teaching professional to join 
our dynamic, vibrant and fun-loving 
team.  Please submit your applica-
tion, resume and cover letter to:  Amy 
Duda, Principal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 719-657-4030.   
Applications can be picked up at the 
District Office or online at: dncsd.
org.(9-9)

PARA-EDUCATOR needed at Del 

Norte Elementary School.  Ap-
plicants must have a high school 
diploma.  Please submit your applica-
tion to Amy Duda, DNES Principal 
at 950 French Street, Del Norte, CO 
81132; aduda@urtigers.co; or call at 
719-657-4030.  The position will be 
opened until filled.  You can pick up 
an application at the District Office 
or on-line at dncsd.org. (9-9)

Rio Grande County has the follow-
ing positions open, County Admin-
istrator, Human Resources Direc-

Card#: ________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144
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Valley Wide Classifieds

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
OPENThe Holy Moses

Please wear a mask.

Fall is in the air and 
it’s time to give your 
home the fragrant 

smell of the season! 
McCalls and Keepers 
of the Light candles 

have many fall scents 
to choose from. 

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

tor and Public Health Director.  
The job descriptions and applications 
can be found on the website at www.
riograndecounty.org. Salaries are 
negotiable per experience and the 
jobs are open until filled. Must be 
able to pass a background check and 
drug test. (9/9)

10 Apartments for Rent
Two bedroom, fully furnished 
apartment in Monte Vista No Pets 
No Smoking only serious inquiries 
719 588 2840 (9/30)

12 House for Rent
Country Living Del Norte or South 
Fork 3-bedroom 1 bath $700 per 
Month $700 Deposit. NO Pets 719-
580-5400. (9-23)
13 Mobile Homes for Rent
2-bedroom 1 bath partially fur-
nished 7 miles from Villa Grove 
$800-1000 per month plus utilites 
719-395-2800. 9/23

14 Business Properties 

For Rent
PRIVATE OFFICE IN THE BUSI-
NESS & PROFESSIONAL BLDG. 
803 FIRST MONTE VISTA. UTIL-
ITIES INCLUDED. (719) 588-
0906 (09/09)

17 Real Estate For Sale

Park Model, South Fork:
Only $45,000!

1br 1ba, Colorado room, 
porch, shed, carport. Call 
Roger at (505) 554-0684

FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE - SALE OF 
LAND The Town of South Fork is 
requesting sealed bids for the pur-
chase of a parcel of land that was 
donated to the Town. Proceeds will 
be used for a public park project.  
The parcel is a residential lot lo-
cated on the 13th fairway of the Rio 
Grande Club and Resort in South 
Fork, CO. The sale will be awarded 
to the highest bid over $18,000. 
Bids will be opened at be at a public 
meeting on September 8, 2020 at 
2:00 pm. Please go to the following 
website for pictures, details, and 
instructions:https://www.colorado.
gov/pacific/southforkcolorado/
town-south-fork-land-sale (9/9)

PERFECT SMALL FARM: 
59 acres with center pivot, new 
60X120 steel shop, 2 ½ shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 2000 GPM well, 

2 miles from Center.  Priced to Sell, 
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770.

11 circles in Center area with 
excellent potato ground, excel-
lent wells and water rights, high 
production, sandy soil, 2 homes, 
shop, potato storage, first time 
ever on market and sold as full 
unit. Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, LLC 719-580-
0770. Serious inquires only (TFN)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 
acres with top water rights, pro-
duction, 1.2 miles of Rio Grande 
River and ½ mile of Conejos 
River.  $1,750,000.  Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc 
719-580-0770 (TFN)

Pastureland, 397 acres in north of 
Monte Vista Airport on County 
Line Road with good grass and 
location.  Also contains a huge 
amount of  gravel on the property  
$525,000.00  call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

240 deeded acres in irrigated 
grass west of Monte Vista with 6 
shares Lariat ditch. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 
719-873-1700. (TFN)

5 Bedroom, 2 Bath, 4-car Ga-
rage on 5 Acres. 2.5 miles west of 
Wal-Mart of Hwy 160. $186,500. 
(720)217-7886 (09/02)

Park model, South Fork:  $45,000, 
1br 1ba,Colorado room, porch, 
shed, carport. Roger 505 554 0684 
(10/14)

21 Mobile Homes
Wanting to move/sell nice 3200 
Sq. ft. Triple wide trailer, 4 bed-
rooms 3 bath for sale $165,000 or 
best offer.  Will need to remove 
from property.  Call Aaron at 719-
850-3168. (9/9)

Double-Wide Mobile Home in Del 
Norte recently remodeled. Setup 
in park already $54,000. Call 405-
250-4508. (9/16)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-

able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (08/31 TFN)

24 Garage Sales
Yard Sale: 1027 W County Road 
5N, Monte Vista. (1 mile west of 
285) Sept. 12, 8am-4pm. White 
water canoe, camping equipment, 
furniture and collectibles. (09/09)

26 Antiques
Large collection original Wallace 
Westward Ho china, patterns Ro-
deo and Boots/Saddle.  Includes 
coordinating pieces by Iroquois and 
Inca Ware. Email valwhitcomb@
yahoo.com for information. (9/30)

33 Building Materials
Patio Doors, 6’, 5’ open on right 
s ide.  Dual  pane,  white .  Cal l 
(719)480-9822. (09/30)

36 Miscellaneous 
NORDIC TRACK INCLINE 
treadmill. Excellent condition. 
$600. Call 719-588-1141 (9/30)

Henry MAGA Trump Rifle Serial 
Number 2020 Trump .22 caliber 
Large Loop NIB $899 719-480-
8823. (9/16)

For Sale: Tracker Boat  New 
10HP Motor $2,000. Craftsman 
Mower 42” $600. Craftsman Log 
Splitter 27 Ton Near New $500. 
Snowblower 27” $500.Call 719-
850-9059 (9-9)

TRUCKLOAD SALE!  240-
WATT Solar Panels. 25% OFF. 
NEW! Bontrager’s Variety Store, 
9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte 
Vista.  719-852-0500. (9/2)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (09/9 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER.  We Stock 
Inverters,  Charge Controllers 
and Batteries in Brand Names of 

Outback, Magnum, Rolls, More. 
We Also Carry Cable and PV 
Wire. Thank you for Buying Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 
3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 
(TFN) (9/9)

42 Feed & Seed
Flaked Corn Now In Stock: Open 
House Sept 11-12 Vitalix Tubs, Mc-
ness Mineral Flaked Corn & Cattle 
Cake to be on Sale. Free Lunch 
From 11AM to 1PM. Refreshments 
all day, sponsored by Mcness & 
Vitalix. Store hours 8AM to 5PM. 
Come Join Us At High Valley Feed 
Mill 10475 US Hwy 285 Antonito, 
Co 81120 (570)395-0184 PHONE 
ORDERS ARE ACCEPTED.(9-9)

44 Farm Services
POTATO STORAGE rent or 
buy 26,000 cwt capacity in Center. 
Good. $28,800.00 or $16,900 rent 
OBO. (719)588-2425 (10/21)

48 Pets & Supplies
Pure Bread Male German Shepa-
rd all shots and Microshiped pup-
pies $400 719-849-8078. (9/23)

Baby Pit Bulls Need Good Homes 
Please Call for price and more info 
719-849-1494.(9/30)

50 Livestock 
HERITAGE BREED TURKEY 
POULTS - Burbon Reds from 
free range parents. $20 for 1 - $15 
each additional, 7 for $100. Going 
fast. Ready to butcher at 28 weeks 
(toms average 30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) 
Straight run only. 719-850-2832 
(9/26)

54 Snowmobiles/ATV’s
Polaris Sportsman 500 ATV ex-
cellent shape, recently serviced 
4,000 miles, Creede. 719-850-
0863. $2,500.00 FIRM (9/23)

2015 Can-Am 1000 Commander 
Limited , 2-Seater 4-wheeler. In 
great condition. (719)658-0134 or 
(806)202-0741 cell. (09/09)

55 RVs & Campers
2008 Cirrus ultra-light travel 
trailer, 24’. Outdoor Grill and 
Shower slide out new mattress, big 
bathroom, oven. No Kids, Smokers 
or pets.(9/30) 

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS: We 
pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 
(TFN5-20)

65 Professional Services
Roofs (Metal, EPDM, TPO), 
Stucco, Flooring, Tile, Decks, 
New Construction & Remodels. 
Free Estimates. Reliable Carpentry, 
45 years of Experience 719-496-
7630 Drug and Alcohol Free  (8/30)

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(09/23)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. 

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the
SLV Lifestyles 

Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)
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 Harvest 2020

1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista 852-0353

Don Wenta, Owner

All lines of CIPC, DMN, 
EC, Biox and Sanitizers

Consultants and QS’s (State Certified in Stored Commodities)

Wenta Nip &
Sanitizing, llc

Just because summer is ending and you are going home soon,  
this does not mean that you cannot stay connected with your 
seasonal communities and friends.  Before you return home, 
subscribe today to any of Valley Publishing’s newspapers and 
save 36% - now only $25.00 annually per paper.  Plus you will 

receive SLV Lifestyles too with your subscription. 
Offer expires Sept. 15, 2020

Volume 43, Number  15 Creede, Colo. 81130 Thursday, April 9, 2020 75¢

1892 - 2018 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’

“It is important that our community 
continues to stay home unless they 
must leave for essential needs such 
as grocery shopping or working in 
a critical business. When going out, 
please wear a cloth face mask and 
practice social distancing, keeping 
a distance of 6 feet or more from 
other shoppers or co-workers to 
further limit the spread of COVID-19 
in our community.” - Emily Brown, 
Rio Grande County Public Health 
Director 

By Lyndsie FerreLL

CREEDE-  Mineral County 
Commissioners held their first of 
the month meeting to work through 
regular business and discuss the 
COVID-19 situation in Creede. 
Mineral County Emergency Manager 
Terry Wetherill spoke to the board 
briefly about the cases that have 
been tested positive in the Valley 
and in Creede stating that the number 
being reported as of Monday, April 
6, was 17.

Wetherill did explain that though 
the number of positive cases was 
17, it was brought to his attention 
that six people out of that number, 
though considered positive for the 
virus, were only counted because 
they had direct contact with someone 
who had developed symptoms. “So, 
according to the information I am 
seeing, we actually have only 11 
cases throughout the Valley, which 
includes all six counties. The six 
individuals being counted have not 
developed symptoms of the virus as 
of this morning.”

Wetherill continued to state that 
though the Valley has only 11 
confirmed positive cases, it was not 
time to become complacent in any 
way. “This does not mean that we are 
out of the woods and it does not mean 
that people can stop social distancing. 
It means that by following Public 
Health Orders that the spread is being 
slowed and that our strategies through 
social distancing is working.”

Silver Thread Public Health 
Director Tara Hardy followed 
Wetherill with her report that included 
additional numbers of positive tests 
for Mineral County. According to 
Hardy the county has two positive 
tests, one pending test that was done 
over the weekend and one person is 
potentially scheduled to be tested 
April 6.

Hardy also stated that because the 
Public Health Order that was issued 
last month was expiring Tuesday, 
that a new order needed to be put 
in place. Hardy also explained that 

Taste of Creede 
postponed, 

RunOff RunOff 
canceled

By Lyndsie FerreLL

CREEDE- The year so far has 
been packed with firsts for several 
communities throughout the state 
and for the first time in 32 years, 
Creede will postpone one of the most 
popular events due to the dangers of 
COVID-19. 

According to Steve Quiller, an area 
artist and gallery owner, he started 
the Taste of Creede 32 years ago in 
hopes of bringing a hint of artistic 
entertainment to his beloved home 
and is only postponing the event 
until it is safe for everyone to come 
out and enjoy some fun. 

“In the spring of 1989, Rich 
Ormsby then the owner of the Creede 
Hotel and I, started the first Taste 
of Creede event. At that time the 
mines had shut down and most of 
our citizens were unemployed. On 
Memorial Day weekend there were 
very few people on the streets and 
there was not a Creede Chamber as 
we know it today. We felt it important 
to begin an event that would expand 
the shoulder seasons and be a 
celebration of the arts and food. 
Today this weekend commemorates 
the opening of our summer season 
with over 40 artists painting on Main 
Street, a silver Chef competition, and 
the annual Quick Draw and auction 
fundraiser.

This year, because of the uncertain 
coronavirus situation, the event that 
was planned for May 22-25, will 
be postponed. At this point there 
are patrons planning to come from 
Rhode Island, Washington DC, New 
York, Santa Fe and Taos, as well as 
Denver and other regions. They need 
to know early so they can cancel their 
arrangements and all the people that 
participate and help with this event 
need to be notified.

This is a major fundraiser for our 
Chamber of Commerce as well as 
merchants of Creede. Now is the 
moment when we need to help and 
support each other. Know that next 
year’s Taste of Creede is already in 
the planning and will be bigger and 
better than ever!”

Details about when the event 
might take place later in the year 
will depend on how events transpire 
with the COVID-19 outbreak. More 
will be reported when and if anything 
changes. So far, this is the second 
event that has been canceled due to 
the virus. 

According to a Facebook post 
made by the Headwater Alliance, 
the 8th annual RunOff RunOff has 
been canceled. “After much thought 
and consideration Headwaters 
Alliance is canceling the 8th Annual 
RunOff RunOff Marathon, Half-
Marathon and 6K Race due to the 

cOMpiLed By Trey spauLding

SAN LUIS VALLEY – The 
Alamosa County Public Health 
Department announced the first 
COVID-19-related fatality in 
Alamosa County. The individual 
was a recently confirmed case for 
Alamosa County and passed away 
while in hospital.

Let’s talk about numbers. For 
our readers, you may have noticed 
that we shifted our emphasis away 
from numbers of positive cases, 
although we do continue to post them 
daily at http://www.slvemergency.
org/slv-covid-19/. Currently the 

Mineral County 
extends Public 

Health Order and 
Emergency 
Declaration 
to April 14

By Lyndsie FerreLL

CREEDE- The City of Creede 
announced their preliminary election 
results Tuesday evening and City 
Clerk Sarah Efthim-Williamson 
stated that the county had a total 
of 149 voters with one voter ballot 
pending. The preliminary results are 
as follows, Mayor Jeffery Larson was 
seeking re-election unopposed and 
received a total of 113 votes. There 
were three seats up for election and 
four candidates running for trustee 
positions. These results may change 
due to the one ballot that is still 
pending. Teresa Wall won her seat 

Creede announces preliminary election results

Citizens of Creede came out of self-isolation long enough to serve 
their community and count ballots for the April 2020 Municipal 
Election. A huge thanks goes out to everyone who participated 
in this year’s election!

SLV has first COVID-19 fatality, 
Gov. Polis extends stay at home 

Local health officials are in agreement that the data show that people 
can be asymptomatic to COVID-19 and still test positive. 

San Luis Valley has 20 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases. Why do we want 
to de-emphasize this information? 
Simply put, it is because we know 
this number is not a complete and 
accurate reflection of the total number 
of people who have COVID-19. This 
number includes only those who have 
been tested positive, and those who we 
have identified through contacts with 
those who have been tested. It does not 
include others in the community who 
may not have been sick enough to be 
tested, but who could still potentially 
transmit the virus to others.

Local health officials are in 

agreement that the data show that 
people can be asymptomatic to 
COVID-19 and still test positive. 
Additional less common symptoms 
include headache, loss of taste and 
smell, nausea, diarrhea and body 
aches. If you have mild symptoms, 
you can usually self-care, rest, and 
make sure to stay hydrated. The 
symptoms should resolve in a week 
or less.

If you develop emergency warning 
signs you should get medical attention 
immediately. Emergency symptoms 
include trouble breathing, persistent 

Please see TASTE on Page 2A Please see UPDATE on Page 2A Please see ORDER on Page 3A

Please see ELECTION on Page 3A
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Twenty (20) confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the San Luis Valley
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neWs in 
BrieF

COLORADO - The Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment is reporting the first 
human case of West Nile virus 
in Colorado this year. The case, 
reported to CDPHE on Aug. 12, 
presented in a person who resides 
in Delta County.  West Nile virus 
is most commonly spread to people 
by the bite of an infected mosquito.

Weekly mosquito testing for 
West Nile virus began statewide 
in June. Counties or municipalities 
trap adult mosquitoes, and labs 
test them,  providing an estimate 
of the number that are infected. 
No infected mosquitos have been 
trapped in the San Luis Valley.  
This year, West Nile virus-positive 
mosquitoes have been found in 
Larimer, Delta, and Weld counties.  
Not all counties and municipalities 
test mosquitoes, so it’s important 
for all Coloradans to take steps to 
protect themselves throughout the 
summer.

“When the virus is present, 
people are at risk, but there are 

First human 
case of West 
Nile virus in 

Colorado

By syLvia LOBaTO

CHAMA — Investigation is 
continuing into a shooting incident 
Aug. 9 which claimed the life of a 
51-year-old man.

Costilla County Sheriff Danny 
Sanchez said Randy Vialpando was 
at a residence in Chama at 2:48 p.m. 
when a disagreement broke out and 
he received a gunshot wound to the 

abdomen. He was taken by ambulance 
to San Luis Valley Regional Medical 
Center, where he was pronounced 
dead.

Sanchez said charges are pending 

and there is a person of interest who 
has been cooperative. While the 12th 
Judicial District has aided in the 
investigation, the case has not been 
turned over for prosecution.

Shooting claims life of Costilla man

DEL NORTE - Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife(CPW) announced 
Aug. 10 that the bear rescued from 
the East Canyon Fire near Durango 
is doing well. He has had his ban-
dages removed and is continuing his 
healing process at the CPW Frisco 
Creek Rehabilitation Facility south 
of Del Norte. After the bear is fully 

healed, he will be released back into 
the wild. Bears that are taken in for 
rehabilitation are usually released 
near the same area where they were 
found. 

The yearling bear, whose paws 
were badly burned during the fire, 
was rescued June 16 by CPW of-
ficers and has been recovering at 

the Frisco Creek facility.
The bear is a male yearling; which 

means it was born during the winter 
in 2019 and is now living on its own. 
Bears usually stay with their mothers 
for a year. It was moving alone when 
it was spotted by the firefighters. 
Michael Sirochman, veterinary 

Burned bear recovering well

Please see BEAR on Page 6A

Burned tissue that was sloughing off was cut off and bandages applied.

By syLvia LOBaTO

CONEJOS COUNTY — An 
arson case bearing with it a mes-
sage about controlled burning has 
begun moving through the Conejos 
County courts.

Lorenzo Lujan, a resident of the 
area which was scorched by fire Oct. 
27 and 28, 2019, has been cited in 
court and will face a number of arson 
counts, according to 12th Judicial 
District Attorney Robert Willett. 
A hearing will take place at 11:30 
a.m. Aug. 28 and more information 
is expected then.

Several haystacks were damaged 
or destroyed in the G-18 fire 

according to the sheriff’s depart-
ment.

File photo

Controlled burn results in arson charges

Please see ARSON on Page 5A

By syLvia LOBaTO

CONEJOS COUNTY — The 
Conejos Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) recently received 
reports on COVID-19 in the county. 
Cumulatively Conejos County has 24 
confirmed cases. Of these cases one 
was hospitalized, 20 have completed 
isolation and there are four active 
cases. There are 386 tests that have 
been completed. Of these tests three 
are pending results, 359 came back 
negative and 24 were confirmed posi-
tive. There also have been people that 
have chosen not to be tested.

The county is following Gov. Jared 
Polis’ Safer at Home phase, so there 
are no standing health orders. 

Conejos County Public Health Di-
rector Denise Jiron told the BOCC she 
has been collaborating with regional 
health providers. The Protect Our 
Neighbors Certification Form offers 
a checklist of the process. The state 

COVID 
cases in 
Conejos 
County

Please see COVID on Page 6A
Congressional 

candidate 
Lauren Boebert 
to visit the Valley

ALAMOSA - The San Luis Val-
ley Republican Party invites you 
to a “Meet and Greet” for Lauren 
Boebert, the Republican candidate 
for the Colorado Congressional 
District 3. She defeated five-term 
incumbent congressman, Scott 
Tipton, and will be facing Diane 
Bush from Steamboat Springs for 
the congressional seat in Wash-
ington, D.C.

The opportunity to meet and 
greet Lauren will be Sunday, Aug. 
23, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
newly opened SLV GOP headquar-
ters at 817 Main Street (across from 
Pizza Hut) in Alamosa.

Lauren will present her candi-
dacy with “question and answer” 
to follow. 

For further information, please 
call the GOP Headquarters at 719-
480-2852.

Please see CDPHE on Page 2A
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MONTE VISTA - The City 
of Monte Vista would like to 
remind everyone that beginning 
in September we will resume our 
normal shut-off and fee sched-
ule.  The Finance Department is 
encouraging you to contact City 
Hall before Sept. 9, 2020, to make 
arrangements to get your bill cur-
rent or set up a payment plan to 
avoid shut-off.  Payments will be 
due on or before Sept. 9, shut-offs 
will begin on Sept. 9 by 1:00 PM.  
Please contact City Hall at 719-
852-2692  

Shut-off and fee 
schedule resumes in 

September

DEL NORTE - Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife(CPW) announced 
Aug. 10 that the bear rescued 
from the East Canyon Fire near 
Durango is doing well. He has had 
his bandages removed and is con-
tinuing his healing process at the 
CPW Frisco Creek Rehabilitation 
Facility south of Del Norte. After 

the bear is fully healed, he will be 
released back into the wild. Bears 
that are taken in for rehabilitation 
are usually released near the same 
area where they were found. 

The yearling bear, whose paws 
were badly burned during the fire, 
was rescued June 16 by CPW of-
ficers and has been recovering at 

the Frisco Creek facility.
The bear is a male yearling; 

which means it was born during 
the winter in 2019 and is now 
living on its own. Bears usu-
ally stay with their mothers for a 
year. It was moving alone when 
it was spotted by the firefighters. 

Potatoes celebrated 
Sept. 12

By reBecca cOpLey 

MONTE VISTA - Many were 
sad to hear that the yearly potato 
festival had to be canceled this 
year due to COVID-19. However 
the Colorado Potato Administra-
tion Committee will still be hold-
ing a separate event Sept. 12 at 
Chapman Park. 

“We’re going to sell potatoes. 
Buy one bag for $3.00 and get 
one free. The money will go to 
the Friends of Ski-Hi building 
project. Then we’re also going to 
give you a baked potato. It will 
be more of a drive-thru event,” 
said CPAC Executive Director 
James Ehrlich.

The event will be taking place 

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 5A

By reBecca cOpLey 

MONTE VISTA - A public hear-
ing was held by the zoning and plan-
ning commission Aug. 13 regarding 
a special review requested by Larry 
Foster for his church to meet at 212 
Adams Street in Monte Vista. During 
the hearing Foster was able to share 
with the commission why they would 
like to set up their church in the com-
mercial business zone.

 “We feel that this is a positive for 
the Monte Vista community for sev-
eral reasons. One is that we occupy 
a vacant store front,” said Foster. 
Foster also shared that the church 
does not compete with other busi-

nesses for parking Sunday mornings 
as most of them are either closed or 
are vacant. He showed the com-
mission aerial photos taken of the 
street at 10 a.m. on a Sunday which 
showed almost empty streets. He also 
shared that they felt it was good for 
the community as it brought people 
into downtown. “We have members 
from Center, Alamosa and Del Norte. 

Bible Fellowship seeks special use

Notice of public hearing sign in the 
window at 212 Adams St. which is 
situated between H&R Block and 

Sparkle Cleaners businesses.

Photo by Trey Spaulding

Please see SPECIAL on Page 6A

By reBecca cOpLey 

MONTE VISTA - After going up for the 
Crane Festival this spring, the 50 metal 
crane silhouettes mounted on light poles in 
Monte Vista’s downtown are getting ready 
to come down. The art exhibit created 
and organized by Monte Vista Chamber 
of Commerce member Ken Hamko, was 
a great success this year and plans are 
already in the works to do it again next 
year. According to Hamko, there is already 
a committee started through the Chamber 
for the next year’s “Swoop of the cranes,” 
exhibit. 

Of the 50 cranes that were displayed 
this year, 35 of them have been bought 
back by the sponsors and artists. The 15 
that are left will be put up for auction on 

eBay where those interested can try to 
purchase one of these unique masterpieces 
for themselves. The proceeds will go to 
fund beautification projects in Monte 
Vista. Originally they had planned to do 
an in-person event for the crane auction 
but due to COVID-19 it had to all be 
moved online. 

Hamko shared that they are encouraging 
sponsors and artists that bought back their 
cranes to bring them back to be displayed 
again next year along with new ones. 
“We’ll do another 50 hopefully and the 

Swoop of the Cranes get ready to fly the coop

Please see SWOOP on Page 6A

The 50 metal crane silhouettes in Monte Vista’s 
downtown are getting ready to come down.

Photo by Rebecca Copley

Burned bear recovering well

Please see BEAR on Page 6A

By reBecca cOpLey 

SAN LUIS VALLEY - Despite 
2020 being a difficult year in many 
respects, San Luis Valley potato 
growers have been able to raise a 
very good looking crop this season. 
The warmer than normal weather be-
ing one of the reasons for the healthy 
fields. “It’s been dry but irrigation 
supplies have held up pretty well. 
We did have a frost, it affected a few 
fields the first of July but I think the 
impact has been somewhat minimal,” 
said James Ehrlich who is the Execu-
tive Director for the Colorado Potato 
Administration Committee.

Ehrlich shared that they are hop-
ing for a good yield this year but it 
will depend on how well the harvest 
weather corporates. “If we get a 
bunch of rain or inclement weather 
at the wrong time it could affect us 
but it’s looking really good,” com-
mented Ehrlich. 

COVID-19 has also been affecting 
potato growers warehouses in the 
Valley. “When it (COVID-19) first 

Potato 
farmers 

optimistic 
for harvest

Please see HARVEST on Page 4A

Burned tissue that was sloughing off was cut off and bandages applied.
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DEL NORTE - The Del Norte 
Food Bank will be holding its 
monthly food distribution Saturday, 
Aug. 22, from 9:00 to 11 a.m. The 
Del Norte Food Bank serves the 
Del Norte and South Fork area and 
is located in the alley behind the 
Pioneer United Church on Spruce 
Street, Del Norte. Anyone needing 
food assistance is welcome.

By Lyndsie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- Rio 
Grande County Commissioners 
made a final decision to hire Susan 
Benton as the new Interim County 
Administrator. Benton came during 
a previous work session and spoke 
with commissioners about how she 
felt that she could help the county 
get their administrative department 
under control and organized.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  s p e n t  a 
considerable amount of time 
working with Benton and allowed 
her to look through the department’s 
main database to better understand 
the shape the department was in. 
Benton stated during the work 
session that through her research she 
found that the county administrative 
department was in decent shape 
but that there was some work that 
needed to be done to bring it up 
to par.

Also during that conversation, 
commissioners  and Benton 
discussed the several grant and fiscal 
agent responsibilities that fell to the 
county administrative department 
and how a new approach was needed 
to ensure that funds coming through 
grants are dispersed to the correct 
accounts, departments and entities.

Benton has previously worked for 
the county and has experience in the 
administrative department. 

Rio Grande County 
hires Interim 

Administrator

Del Norte Food 
Bank distribution 

Saturday

Encourages 
mitigation

By Trey spauLding

COLORADO - Tuesday, Aug. 
19, Governor Jared Polis issued a 
mandatory 30-day statewide fire ban 
on all open fires effective immediately. 
Open campfires, fireworks and other 
open sources of ignitions are prohibited. 
However, people will still be able to 
use home BBQs, public grills, camp 
stoves and approved covered fire pits, 
depending on local regulations. Polis 
cited the reason for the fire ban is due 
to three of the large wildfires currently 
burning in the state being caused by 
human activity and the hot dry weather 

is making fire behavior to be extreme. 
More than 125,000 acres of Colorado 
have burned as four different wildfires 
continue to rage in different parts of 
the state.  

Polis encouraged property owners 
to conduct fire mitigation on their 
properties as it has been proven to save 
property and lives.

Property owners should also review 
your insurance coverage of your 
property. Many think that if they have 
home “fire” insurance that they are 
also covered if there is a wildfire but 
this is often not the case. Property 

 Wildfire mitigation around home 
and property does work.

Photo courtesy of CSFS

Polis issues statewide open fire ban

Please see FIRE BAN on Page 7A

Please see LAND on Page 7A

Aerial view of Summitville open 
pit mine EPA Super Fund site 

Aug. 12, 1999.
Photo courtesy EPA

County finalizes Summitville land exchange
By Lyndsie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- In the 
spring of this year, the Rio Grande 
County Commissioners in partnership 
with the Rio Grande County Forest 
Service and EPA representatives 
were able to finalize the Summitville 
land exchange. Negotiations and 
discussion pertaining to the agreement 
has been several years in the making 
and now that it is complete, the 
1,400-acre Summitville Mine site is 
now owned by Rio Grande County 
in almost its entirety.

The purpose of the land transfer was 
to minimize the larger footprint of the 
superfund site and allow Rio Grande 
County, who took possession of the 

Burned bear recovering well

Please see BEAR on Page 6A

Burned tissue that was sloughing off was cut off and bandages applied.

DEL NORTE - Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife(CPW) announced 
Aug. 10 that the bear rescued 
from the East  Canyon Fire 
near Durango is doing well. He 
has had his bandages removed 
and is continuing his healing 
process at the CPW Frisco Creek 
Rehabilitation Facility south of 
Del Norte. After the bear is fully 
healed, he will be released back 
into the wild. Bears that are taken 
in for rehabilitation are usually 
released near the same area 
where they were found. 

The yearl ing bear,  whose 
paws were badly burned during 
the fire, was rescued June 16 
by CPW officers and has been 
recovering at the Frisco Creek 
facility.

The bear is a male yearling; 

which means it was born during 
the winter in 2019 and is now 
living on its own. Bears usually 
stay with their mothers for a 
year. It was moving alone when 

it was spotted by the firefighters. 
Michael Sirochman, veterinary 
manager at Frisco Creek, said 
the bears paws were burned, but 

Recall petition 
for Noffsker 

will go to 
special election 

if approved
By Lyndsie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- To 
clarify some confusion surrounding 
cutoff dates for the petition to recall Rio 
Grande County District II Commissioner 
John Noffsker, Rio Grande County 
Clerk Cindy Hill answered some of the 
public’s questions.

 The committee who started the 
petition to recall Noffsker at the end of 
July did not receive enough signatures 
to make the cutoff date in order for the 
petition to go on the November ballot 
according to Hill. Despite efforts to 
extend the cutoff dates, Hill stated that 
there was not enough time to meet the 
November ballot. According to state law, 

Please see RECALL on Page 5A
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SAGUACHE - A town of 
Saguache board trustee has been 
arrested on felony and misdemeanor 
charges following a traffic stop that 
occurred Aug. 6. 

Timothy Chittum, 57, was arrested 
on charges of menacing with a deadly 
weapon, a Felony 5 offense, and 
illegal discharge of a firearm, also a 
felony 5 offense. In addition, he was 
charged with careless driving, reckless 
endangerment, DUI/D, and prohibited 
use of a weapon, all misdemeanors.

Saguache Town Clerk Iris Garcia 
said she has no comment on the matter 
as Chittum has not yet appeared for 
his advisement hearing. He has not 
offered to resign or been asked to 
step down from his position, she said. 

Board member 
arrested for DUI, 
menacing charges

MONTE VISTA - VFA will meet 
both the fourth and fifth Saturdays of 
the month this August at the home of 
Wanda Couzens-Smith beginning at 
1 p.m. until closing. Please RSVP to 
the numbers/email below. There will 
be social distancing and care will be 
taken to remain safe. Bring a project 
and a friend. Call for directions if 
necessary.

Wanda can be reached at 719-852-
5000 or 719-580-4976. Or email 
her at wcouzenssmith@gmail.com.

VFA to meet 
Saturday

Aug. 22 and 29

By Teresa L. Benns

SAGUACHE COUNTY — Alamosa 12th 
Judicial District Attorney Robert Willett has filed 
formal charges against Moffat mayor Patricia Reigel 
following incidents in May that have been protested 
by numerous Moffat citizens as well as those involved 
in the incident. 

The court documents detailing the charges against 
Reigel read: 

“Robert S. Willett, District Attorney for the Twelfth 
Judicial District, of the State of Colorado, in the name 
and by the authority of the People of the State of 
Colorado, informs the court of the following offenses 
committed, or triable, in the County of Saguache:

“Count 1: Official oppression (M2) — On or about 
May 18, 2020, Patricia Reigel, a public servant, while 
acting or purporting to act in an official capacity or 

taking advantage of the actual or purported capacity, 
and with actual knowledge that the conduct was 
illegal, unlawfully subjected another to search, 
seizure, mistreatment, assessment; in violation of 
section 18-8-403, C.R.S.

“Count 2: First-degree official misconduct (M2) — 
On or about May 18, 2020, Patricia Reigel, a public 
servant, with intent to obtain a benefit for any person 
or maliciously cause harm to another, unlawfully and 
knowingly committed an act relating to her office but 
constituting an unauthorized exercise of her official 
function; in violation of section 18-8-404, C.R.S.

“All offenses [are] against the peace and dignity 
of the people of the State of Colorado.”

A summons was issued for Reigel and was 
successfully executed on Aug. 5. Reigel is set to 

DA files charges against Moffat mayor

Moffat mayor Patricia ReigelPlease see CHARGES on Page 5A

Civilian training in 
officer use of force 
set for Saturday

By Teresa L. Benns

CENTER — In view of the recent 
controversy over what constitutes 
the use of force when police officers 
are detaining suspects, Center Police 
Chief Dale Meek is offering Center 
citizens an inside look at how use of 
force decisions are made and why.

Residents can participate in 
the FATS training Saturday at the 
San Luis Valley Regional Law 
Enforcement Training Center 502 
2nd St., Alamosa, CO 81101. 

There are several main criteria to 
consider regarding an officer’s use 
of force, such as: 

1. the severity of the crime; 
2. was the suspect an immediate 

threat; 
3. was the suspect resisting arrest; 
4. was the suspect fleeing from a 

lawful arrest and 
5. other factors such as size of 

defendant/ size of officer.  
Meek told participants he will 

be asking why they took actions 
in the simulator based upon these 
determinations.

“Folks, this will be fun and 
educational for you to see how 
officers make decisions and justify 
their actions,” Meek commented. 
“I look forward to you being there. 
Please see TRAINING on Page 6A

Encourages 
mitigation

By Trey spauLding

COLORADO - Tuesday, Aug. 19, 
Governor Jared Polis issued a mandatory 
30-day statewide fire ban on all open 
fires effectively immediately. Open 
campfires, fireworks and other open 
sources of ignitions are prohibited. 
However, people will still be able to 
use home BBQs, public grills, camp 
stoves and approved covered fire pits, 
depending on local regulations. Polis 
cited the reason for the fire ban is due 
to three of the large wildfires currently 
burning in the state being caused by 
human activity and the hot dry weather 
is making fire behavior to be extreme. 

More than 125,000 acres of Colorado 
have burned as four different wildfires 
continue to rage in different parts of 
the state.  

Polis encouraged property owners 
to conduct fire mitigation on their 
properties as it has been proven to save 
property and lives.

Property owners should also review 
your insurance coverage of your 
property. Many think that if they have 
home “fire” insurance that they are 
also covered if there is a wildfire but 
this is often not the case. Property 
owners should contact your insurance 
agency and see if they need to take 
out additional coverage for a wildfire. 

 Wildfire mitigation around home 
and property does work.

Photo courtesy of CSFS

Polis issues statewide open fire ban

Please see FIRE BAN on Page 6A

Photo by Trey Spaulding
Potato fields in full bloom north of Monte Vista.

Potato farmers optimistic for harvest
By reBecca cOpLey 

SAN LUIS VALLEY - Despite 
2020 being a difficult year in many 
respects, San Luis Valley potato 
growers have been able to raise a very 
good looking crop this season. The 
warmer than normal weather being 
one of the reasons for the healthy 
fields. “It’s been dry but irrigation 
supplies have held up pretty well. We 
did have a frost, it affected a few fields 
the first of July but I think the impact 
has been somewhat minimal,” said 
James Ehrlich who is the Executive 
Director for the Colorado Potato 
Administration Committee.

Ehrlich shared that they are hoping 
for a good yield this year but it will 

depend on how well the harvest 
weather corporates. “If we get a bunch 
of rain or inclement weather at the 
wrong time it could affect us but it’s 
looking really good,” commented 
Ehrlich. 

COVID-19 has also been affecting 
potato growers warehouses in the 
Valley. “When it (COVID-19) first 
hit we had a huge demand, and the 
warehouses had to work a lot of extra 
hours. There was a large increase 
in shipments. Probably about a 30 
percent increase in shipments in 
March and April. But we got through 
that, without any sickness. But then 
I think after people got tired of 
being at home too much in May we 

had an outbreak at a couple of the 
warehouses. An outbreak is just two 
cases or more,” said Ehrlich further 
sharing, “It’s been hard to keep the 
employees in the warehouses healthy 
and safe. But we’re trying our best to 
do that. Following CDC guidelines 
and that’s all we can do. We can’t 
control what they do when they go 
home.” 

Ehrlich shared that this harvest 
season is also going to present 
similar challenges. Making sure 
that harvest crews have the right 
protective equipment, are maintaining 
social distancing, and are washing 
their hands to prevent spreading the 
Please see HARVEST on Page 7A

MOFFAT - On Aug. 3, the Moffat 
Town Board considered setting a 
public hearing for the removal of 
Reigel and town trustees Kristen 
Ecklund and Kenneth Skoglund. The 
original motion to remove Skoglund 
and Ecklund was reportedly made 
by fellow trustee Ray Miller at the 
town’s July 22 ZOOM meeting. 
Reigel also was asked to resign at that 
meeting and has been asked to resign 
several times before, sources say.

The town of Moffat often does not 
answer the phone, so confirmation of 
various reports is difficult to obtain. 
It cannot be confirmed that Reigel is 
no longer the mayor following the 
delivery of the summons Aug. 5. Nor 
is it clear that Skoglund and Ecklund 
remain trustees.

There have been longstanding 
issues for years with the town of 
Moffat and its transparency in 
dealing with citizens as well as the 
press. 

Moffat board 

considered 

removal of 

Reigel and 

town trustees
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DEL NORTE - The Del Norte 
Food Bank will be holding its 
monthly food distribution Saturday, 
Aug. 22, from 9:00 to 11 a.m. The 
Del Norte Food Bank serves the 
Del Norte and South Fork area and 
is located in the alley behind the 
Pioneer United Church on Spruce 
Street, Del Norte. Anyone needing 
food assistance is welcome.

Del Norte Food 
Bank distribution 

Saturday

First Methodist 
Church of Del 

Norte: Historical 
Women’s 

Suffrage Site
Women’s Equality Day, celebrated 

Wednesday, Aug. 26, commemorates 
the 100th anniversary of the passage 
of the U.S. Constitution’s 19th 
Amendment, granting women 
the right to vote. In honor of 
this momentous occasion, the 
Colorado Historical Foundation 
has been curating research 
identifying  historical sites across 
Colorado where suffragists laid the 
groundwork in Colorado’s statewide 
movement toward equality. 

National suffrage leader Susan 
B. Anthony toured the American 
West more than once to spread the 
word of women’s suffrage. As part 
of Colorado’s first campaign attempt 
to pass equal suffrage by referendum 
in 1877, a year after statehood, 
Anthony toured Colorado on a 
highly ambitious itinerary in tangent 
with national and local suffragists. 
On one of her stops, she spoke within 
the walls of the First Methodist 
Church of Del Norte located at 520 
7th Street “in moonlight” before its 
roof was even completed.

Colorado played an important 
See SUFFRAGE on Page 6A

Encourages 
mitigation

By Trey spauLding

COLORADO - Tuesday, Aug. 19, 
Governor Jared Polis issued a mandatory 
30-day statewide fire ban on all open fires 
effective immediately. Open campfires, 
fireworks and other open sources of 
ignitions are prohibited. However, 
people will still be able to use home 
BBQs, public grills, camp stoves and 
approved covered fire pits, depending on 
local regulations. Polis cited the reason 
for the fire ban is due to three of the large 
wildfires currently burning in the state 
being caused by human activity and the 
hot dry weather is making fire behavior 

to be extreme. More than 125,000 acres 
of Colorado have burned as four different 
wildfires continue to rage in different 
parts of the state.  

Polis encouraged property owners 
to conduct fire mitigation on their 
properties as it has been proven to save 
property and lives.

Property owners should also review 
your insurance coverage of your 
property. Many think that if they have 
home “fire” insurance that they are 
also covered if there is a wildfire but 
this is often not the case. Property 
owners should contact your insurance 
agency and see if they need to take 

 Wildfire mitigation around home 
and property does work.

Photo courtesy of CSFS

Polis issues statewide open fire ban

Please see FIRE BAN on Page 7A

Please see LAND on Page 4A

Aerial view of Summitville 
open pit mine EPA Super 
Fund site Aug. 12, 1999.

Photo courtesy EPA

County finalizes Summitville land exchange
By Lyndsie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- In the 
spring of this year, the Rio Grande 
County Commissioners in partnership 
with the Rio Grande County Forest 
Service and EPA representatives 
were able to finalize the Summitville 
land exchange. Negotiations and 
discussion pertaining to the agreement 
has been several years in the making 
and now that it is complete, the 
1,400-acre Summitville Mine site is 
now owned by Rio Grande County 
in almost its entirety.

The purpose of the land transfer was 
to minimize the larger footprint of the 
superfund site and allow Rio Grande 
County, who took possession of the 

Burned bear recovering well

Please see BEAR on Page 7A

Burned tissue that was sloughing off was cut off and bandages 
applied.

DEL NORTE - Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife(CPW) announced 
Aug. 10 that the bear rescued 
from the East Canyon Fire near 
Durango is doing well. He has 
had his bandages removed and is 
continuing his healing process at the 
CPW Frisco Creek Rehabilitation 
Facility south of Del Norte. After 
the bear is fully healed, he will be 
released back into the wild. Bears 
that are taken in for rehabilitation 
are usually released near the same 
area where they were found. 

The yearling bear, whose paws 
were badly burned during the fire, 
was rescued June 16 by CPW 
officers and has been recovering 
at the Frisco Creek facility.

The bear is a male yearling; 

which means it was born during 
the winter in 2019 and is now 
living on its own. Bears usually 

stay with their mothers for a 
year. It was moving alone when 

Recall petition 
for Noffsker 

will go to 
special election 

if approved
By Lyndsie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- To 
clarify some confusion surrounding 
cutoff dates for the petition to recall Rio 
Grande County District II Commissioner 
John Noffsker, Rio Grande County Clerk 
Cindy Hill answered some of the public’s 
questions.

 The committee who started the petition 
to recall Noffsker at the end of July did 
not receive enough signatures to make the 
cutoff date in order for the petition to go 
on the November ballot according to Hill. 
Despite efforts to extend the cutoff dates, 
Hill stated that there was not enough time 

Please see RECALL on Page 7A
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1892 - 2020 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’

By Lyndsie FerreLL

CREEDE- For the past 46 years, 
Rare Things Gallery has graced the 
store fronts along Main Street in 

By Trey spauLding

COLORADO - Tuesday, Aug. 
19, Governor Jared Polis issued 
a mandatory 30-day statewide 
fire ban on all open fires effective 
immediately. Open campfires, 
fireworks and other open sources of 
ignitions are prohibited. However, 
people will still be able to use home 
BBQs, public grills, camp stoves 
and approved covered fire pits, 
depending on local regulations. Polis 
cited the reason for the fire ban is 
due to three of the large wildfires 
currently burning in the state being 
caused by human activity and the hot 
dry weather is making fire behavior 
to be extreme. More than 125,000 
acres of Colorado have burned as 
four different wildfires continue to 
rage in different parts of the state.  

Polis encouraged property owners 
to conduct fire mitigation on their 
properties as it has been proven to 
save property and lives.

Property owners should also 
review your insurance coverage 
of your property. Many think that 
if they have home “fire” insurance 
that they are also covered if there 
is a wildfire but this is often not 
the case. Property owners should 
contact your insurance agency and 
see if they need to take out additional 
coverage for a wildfire. Once a 
wildfire breaks out in your area, 
insurance companies will not issue 
wildfire policies for your home until 
the fire is extinguished.

To wildfire mitigate your home 
the Colorado State Forest Service 
recommends the following wildfire 
preparation activities:

• Defensible space is the area 
around a home or other structure 
that has been modified to reduce 
fire hazard. In this area, natural 

CREEDE -  As Willow Creek 
dramatically flows down from the 
Continental Divide toward Creede, 
and into the Rio Grande, it navigates 
the debris laden narrow canyon, 
heaping piles of waste rock, acid 
mine drainage, weirs, levees and the 
flume, oh my. 

You are invited to join Headwaters 
Alliance(HA) during the mornings 
of Aug. 20 and 21, from 8 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. on the Lower Willow 
Creek Floodplain Trail at Airport 
Corner (near “JB’s Bridge”) for 
complimentary ‘pigs-in-a-blanket’ 
to celebrate the dog days of summer. 
We’re aiming to safely visit in the 
great outdoors, get to know you and 
share news about all things Willow 
Creek. 

The Comprehensive Willow Creek 
Watershed Planning Project will 
attend to many tangible outcomes 
as well as enliven many important 
community conversations to inform 
future work. Key outcomes include 
the Willow Creek Inventory: a 
reference tool designed to ensure key 
information isn’t lost in future decision 
making; the integration of 22+ years 
of water quality data collected by 
the Willow Creek Reclamation 
Committee and others into a single 
accessible database for high level 
analysis and modeling; designs for 
flood mitigation and beautification in 
North Creede; conceptual landscape 
design to balance flume functionality 
and beautification and a single 
design for the lower Willow Creek 
floodplain from town to the Rio 
Grande. Community input will serve 
to inspire and refine the direction of 
these projects.

The Willow Creek Watershed is not 
just a creek nor has it ever been. Our 
economy, identity, livelihoods, and 
health have always depended on the 
watershed — it is both an economic 
and environmental system. The future 
care and development of the Willow 
Creek Watershed affects us all. We 
welcome you to support the important 
work that affects every part of our 
community.

Rare Things Gallery owner, Jenny Inge, leads a horse in front of her business.

Rare Things Gallery says goodbye Willow Creek 
Watershed Project 

HA outings 
Aug. 20 and 21

Creede. The windows showcased 
glistening treasures of different 
shapes and sizes. Intricate jewelry 
lined the glass cases and it was easy 

for anyone to walk through Rare 
Things to find something special for 
themselves, a friend or loved one. 

50th Golden Anniversary 
Quiller Gallery Celebration

Polis issues 
statewide 

open fire ban
Encourages 
mitigation

By Trey spauLding 

CREEDE –Although a ribbon 
cutting ceremony took place Friday, 
Aug. 14, for the new ChargePoint 
Level 3 electric vehicle charging 
station, the first electric vehicle 

Creede on the map again

charged in Creede occurred Monday, 
Aug. 3. The city has already had repeat 
customers and is now on the charging 
station map.  

Earlier this year Creede received 
a Colorado Energy Office $35,000 

grant to help defray most of the 
costs for the charger station and its 
installation.  

The rates for charging a vehicle 
are set by the City of Creede. There 

ChargePoint has a website and a mobile app that allows electric vehicle 
owners to find the nearest charging station or to plan their trips based on 
where charging stations are located.

CREEDE - The Quiller Gallery, 
home of Stephen Quiller’s paintings 
and original prints, invites the public 
to attend and help celebrate the 
Quiller Gallery 50th year Golden 
Anniversary, Monday, Aug. 31, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Masks will be 
available, and with social distancing, 
limited to small groups at a time. 
From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Stephen will 
give 20 minute tours of his 50 year 
Retrospective Exhibition that is on 

Please see RARE on Page 4A

Please see CHARGE on Page 6A

Please see QUILLER on Page 4APlease see FIRE on Page 7A

PEPPER EQUIPMENT CORP.
Full Lines of Produce Packaging Equipment,

Custom Equipment Sales, Installation, Service

719.852.4092 • pepperequipmentco.com 

0931 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista

We provide the highest 
quality equipment for the 

produce industry, giving our 
customers an excellent value 
in return for their investment.

Are you a farmer or rancher 
whose operation has been directly 
impacted by the coronavirus pan-
demic? The Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program provides direct 
relief to producers who faced price 
declines and additional marketing 
costs due to COVID-19. USDA’s 
Farm Service Agency is accepting 
CFAP applications now through 
Sept. 11, 2020. You can apply 
online at https://www.farmers.gov

Apply for the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue 
announced Aug. 11 that the dead-
line to apply for CFAP has been 
extended to Sept. 11. The original 
application deadline was Aug. 
28, 2020. USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency offers multiple ways for 
you to apply for CFAP to meet your 
business needs. Those include: Pro-
ducers self-certify when applying 
for CFAP, and documentation is not 
submitted with the application. You 
may be asked for additional docu-
mentation to support your certifica-
tion of eligible commodities, so you 
should retain the documentation 
used to complete your application. 
Information on additional docu-
ments is provided at farmers.gov/
cfap/apply.

Assistance with Applying While 
most USDA Service Centers are 
open for business by phone ap-
pointment only, FSA is working 
with producers by phone and using 
email and online tools to process 
CFAP applications. Please call the 

FSA office at your local USDA 
Service Center to schedule an ap-
pointment if you’d like assistance 
or have questions. You can find 
contact information for your local 
USDA Service Center at the bottom 
of the page, and check the status of 
your local USDA Service Center at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-
center-status.

A CFAP Call Center is available 
for producers who would like ad-
ditional one-on-one support with 
the CFAP application process. 
Please call 877-508-8364 to speak 
directly with a USDA employee 
ready to offer assistance. The CFAP 
Call Center can provide service to 
non-English speaking customers. 
Customers will select 1 for Eng-
lish and 2 to speak with a Span-
ish speaking employee. For other 
languages, customers select 1 and 
indicate their language to the Call 
Center staff.

Commodity Eligibility for the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program - The Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program provides vital 
financial assistance to producers of 
agricultural commodities who have 
suffered a five-percent-or-greater 
price decline or who had losses due 
to market supply chain disruptions 
due to COVID-19 and face addi-
tional significant marketing costs.

Commodities Added to the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program

In response to comments and data 

Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program 

deadline Sept. 11

Please see DEADLINE on Page 7

SAN LUIS VALLEY  – The 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation an-
nounced interest rates for Septem-
ber 2020, which are effective Sept. 
1-Sept. 30, 2020. 

The Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion borrowing rate-based charge 
for September is 0.125%, the same 
as August. The interest rate for crop 
year commodity loans less than one 
year disbursed during September is 
1.125%, the same as August. 

Interest rates for Farm Storage Fa-
cility Loans approved for September 
are as follows:

0.125% with three-year loan terms, 
down from 0.250% in August;

0.250% with five-year loan terms, 
the same as August;

0.500% with seven-year loan 
terms, the same as August;

0.625% with 10-year loan terms, 
the same as August; and

0.750% with 12-year loan terms, 
the same as August.

The interest rate for 15-year Sugar 
Storage Facility Loans for January 
is 0.875%, the same as August. The 
loan programs administered by the 
Farm Service Agency help stabilize 
the incomes of America’s farmers 
and ranchers and ensure their con-
tinued operations. 

Visit https://www.farmers.gov for 
more information on loan eligibility, 
the application process or to find your 
local service center.

USDA announces Commodity Credit 
Corporation lending rates for Sept. 2020
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 Harvest 2020

719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

LENCO
GRIMME
SPUDNIK
NEW HOUSE
Greentronics
Agparts
Black Ace
Broekema
Kryptane
Noffsinger
Lemken
Hydraulic Systems

LENCO WEST, Inc.

121 N. Broadway

Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-0299

* Committed to Quality & Service

Justin Pepper - President
(719) 850-0126 Cell

Ask About 
How We Can 
Meet All of 
Your Fall 

Fertilizer and 
Application 

Needs!
852-3921

2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. 
Monte Vista

2485 East Rd. 4 North • Monte Vista
719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling & Brett Hemmerling

Buying Feed Barley, 
Wheat and Oats

Winter Triticale, Wheat & Rye Seed
Best Twine Prices in the Valley!

WATER…
It’s the Life Blood of Our Valley

With our current decline in the water supply, it is 
everyone’s responsibility to conserve & use it wisely!

Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District

589-6301
8805 Independence Way • Alamosa

WWW.USTRACTOR.COM

701 West Avenue
Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-4962

3025 West Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625
(970) 824- 6163

1984 HWY 6 & 50
Fruita CO 81521
(970) 241-5566

1345 North Hwy 285
Monte Vista, CO 811 44

(719) 852-5928

4766 N Townsend Ave
Montrose, CO 81401

(970) 249-4990By reBecca cOpLey 

SAN LUIS VALLEY – The year 
2020 has been tough for everyone 
including San Luis Valley lettuce 
farmers. “We have had very good 
quality, but demand has been off 
therefore our shipments are down 
somewhat,” stated Richard Frazier 
who has been growing lettuce for 
almost 50 years. 

Frazier said COVID-19 may be 
a factor in this year’s lower lettuce 
market prices. “I think some of it’s 
probably from that (COVID-19 
impact). Just doesn’t seem like the 
movements what it should’ve been 
nationwide,” said Frazier. 

Frazier also shared that it took a 
little while for them to find work-
ers for this year’s harvest saying, 
“It took a while, we were short of 
help at the beginning of harvest. 
But they finally got more workers 
and for what we’re having to cut 
right now we’re doing all right as 
far as labor for now. Earlier we had 
a little bit of a market and we were 
short on labor.” 

With an unfavorable lettuce mar-
ket this year’s profit is not looking 
very high. “As hard as it might be to 
swallow especially on lettuce, the 
field is the cheapest place to lose 
money. Because it cost so much 
money to harvest it and you can’t 
take the chance of putting that in 
and getting it cold, and everything 
and then not having a home for it. 
You’re just better off leaving it in 
the field,” said Frazier about the 
very perishable crop. 

Lettuce is a stressful crop to 
grow due to its very short shelf life. 
Once the lettuce head is cut it will 
start to deteriorate. Making it very 
important to get the heads to the 
merchants as soon as possible so 
they can have as long a shelf life as 
possible. The very perishable crop 
also has to be harvested by hand. 
Workers must cut each head of let-
tuce, then immediately wrap it in a 
bag sealed by tape, and then load 
the lettuce into boxes. The boxes, 
as soon as possible, are loaded into 
temperature controlled trucks, and 

then shipped off to market. The 
lettuce crop has a long harvesting 
season that usually starts around 
July 4 or July 10 and will go into 
the first weeks of September. 

This year’s hurricanes have made 
it somewhat difficult for Frazier 
to export his crop to Puerto Rico. 
“We have had some exports going 
to Puerto Rico. Hurricanes are what 
generally messes those things up,” 
said Frazier adding, “With the one 
(hurricane) earlier we were out of 
the export for a while.” 

Despite all the other difficulties, 
this year’s weather has been fairly 
favorable conditions for the lettuce 
crop. “We’ve had very light disease 
problems which is generally related 
to getting a lot of rain and there 
was a little bit there that one little 
rainy spell we had. But we had 
protection up front and we’re able 
to keep stuff treated and we’re able 
to keep the disease held off pretty 
well,” said Frazier later adding, 
“They’re healthy, they’re just not 
worth much.” 

2020 is a tough year 
for Valley lettuce

received by the public, USDA an-
nounced July 9 that it would make 
more than 40 additional specialty 
crop commodities eligible for the 
program. Nearly 60 additional 
commodities were announced Aug. 
11, including additions to specialty 
crops and livestock along with the 
inclusion of nursery crops and cut 
flowers, aquaculture and certain 
types of eggs.

In addition to these newly eli-
gible commodities, USDA also 
expanded funding categories for 
several commodities and adjusted 
payment rates for others. A full 
list of these commodities, and 
their associated payment rates, can 
be found on our specialty crops, 
livestock, nursery and cut flowers, 

aquaculture, and eggs pages. These 
updates were made in two rounds, 
based on comments and data re-
ceived from the public. Learn more 
in the NOFA and rule correction 
documents, found below under Ad-
ditional CFAP Information. 

USDA began accepting applica-
tions for additional commodities 
announced July 9 July 13, 2020. 
Applications for commodities 
announced on Aug. 11 will be 
accepted beginning the week of 
Aug. 17. If a producer submitted a 
CFAP application for a previously 
ineligible commodity, and the ap-
plication was disapproved, the 
producer must submit a new CFAP 
application. If the producer submit-
ted an application and was paid for 

CFAP but also has crops that are 
now considered eligible or are now 
eligible for CARES Act funding for 
sales losses, the producer should 
NOT submit a new application, but 
rather, contact the local FSA office 
to amend the application.

For producers who have already 
applied for CFAP and whose com-
modities have experienced payment 
rate increases, FSA will automati-
cally calculate the increase and 
issue a payment. For potato and 
mint payments, producers will 
need to contact FSA to amend the 
application to identify the specific 
type of potatoes or mint. Produc-
ers who have already applied will 
not be impacted by a payment rate 
decrease.

DEADLINE Continued from Page 6

    Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

ACROSS
 1. Swiss shoe company
 5. __ Caesar, comedian
 8. __ and flow
11. Horsefly
13. Egyptian pharaoh
14. African nation
15. Tony-winning actress 

Daisy
16. Initial public offering
17. Long-winding ridge
18. Guinea peoples
20. Fellow
21. About aviation
22. Able to make amends
25. Easy to perceive
30. Cut off
31. Northeast Thai language
32. Earthy pigment
33. Water nymphs
38. Returned material 

authorization (abbr.)
41. Those who deal
43. Apply a new fabric
45. Confusions
48. “To __ his own”
49. Lowest point of a ridge 

between two peaks
50. Heavy cavalry sword
55. Partner to pain
56. A type of savings account
57. In a way, felt pain
59. Wide-beamed sailing dinghy
60. Consume
61. Jewish spiritual leader
62. Body part

63. Midway between south 
and southeast

64. Cheek

DOWN
 1. Indicates a certain time 

(abbr.)
 2. Expression of sorrow or pity
 3. Central American lizard
 4. Muslim military 

commanders
 5. One who takes to the seas
 6. Select jury
 7. Parts of the small intestine
 8. Painter’s accessory
 9. Honk
10. Ballpoint pen
12. Large, dark antelope
14. Ancient kingdom near 

Dead Sea
19. Exhausts
23. __-bo: exercise system
24. Not written in any key or 

mode
25. Chinese principle 

underlying the universe

26. Corpuscle count (abbr.)
27. Powdery, post-burning 

residue
28. Company that rings 

receipts
29. Rugged mountain range
34. Commercials
35. NY football player
36. A form of be
37. Soviet Socialist Republic
39. Kindnesses
40. Natural electrical 

phenomenons
41. Your
42. Diana __, singer
44. Upper surface of the 

mouth
45. National capital
46. Fluid in Greek mythology
47. Renowned jazz trumpeter
48. Freedom from difficulty
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Revolutionaries
58. Criticize

The Rio Grande National Forest 
and BLM - San Luis Valley Field 
Office went back into Stage 1 
fire restrictions Aug. 20, 2020. If 
you are keeping count, this is the 
second time for fire restrictions 
this year. The early season dry 
conditions didn’t really surprise 
me, as I’m sure most of you feel as 
well. But the very short monsoon 
followed by a rapid drying period 
certainly DID surprise me.

In late June, I wrote here about 
the increasing frequency of fire 
restrictions on public lands and, 
unfortunately, here we are again. 
Throughout the year, the land 
managers monitor the conditions 
closely and make the decision to 
implement fire restrictions based 
on both scientific and empirical 
data. I won’t go into the process 
again, but I would like to point out 
that the dry conditions this time 
are observed on a broader scale 
across the state as evidenced by the 
statewide fire restrictions enacted 
by Governor Polis on Aug. 19, 
2020. So, this is the perfect time 
to revisit what is allowed and what 
is not allowed.

During Stage 1 fire restrictions, 
campfires are only allowed in 
developed recreation sites such as 
campgrounds and picnic grounds. 
Part of the reason for this is that 
these sites have, at least, a mini-
mal level of operational control in 
them. Concessionaire or agency 
staff frequent these locations and 
can correct undesirable situations 
before they create a problem. Ad-
ditionally, engineering controls 
are put in place by the installation 
of a manufactured fire ring in an 
appropriate location. While the 
rock rings commonly found may 
serve the purpose of containing 
a campfire, they are not allowed, 
even if they are in a developed site. 
A great alternative to a real camp-
fire can be found in the portable 
gas fueled campfires. As longs as 
they have a shut-off valve and are 
commercially manufactured, they 
are allowed and can provide a very 
similar experience to a traditional 
campfire. And putting them out is 
as simple as shutting off a valve!

Land, Water 
and People

By gregg gOOdLand

Another round of fire restrictions

Charcoal grills are not allowed 
during Stage 1 fire restrictions. 
Simply stated, the hot charcoal 
can present a real fire concern if 
folks don’t pack it up and put it 
into their vehicle, which I really 
don’t recommend! So please leave 
the charcoal grills at home. Find a 
gas stove to cook on.

Smoking is known to be a fre-
quent cause of wildfires. During 
Stage 1 restrictions, smoking is 
allowed in an enclosed vehicle, 
building or recreation site, OR in a 
3 feet diameter area that is cleared 
of all flammable materials.

Operating a chain saw is very 
common this time of year as folks 
are out getting their firewood for 
the winter. Be sure to have a fire 
extinguisher and shovel with you, 
if you use a saw. It also must have 
a fully functioning, approved spark 
arrestor.

I encourage you to check out 
a great video on Stage 1 fire 
restrictions hosted by my friend 
from the Pike National Forest. 
Find it, and the entire fire restric-
tions special order, on our Fire 
Conditions page: https://www.

fs.usda.gov/detai l/r iogrande/

home/?cid=stelprdb5139142

I said it back in June and it is 
worth repeating now. Fire restric-
tions are happening more frequent-
ly and if the trends remain steady, 
we’ll need them more often and for 
longer durations. These little bouts 
of rain we are experiencing do 
little to change conditions for the 
long term, which is what is needed 
to rescind restrictions. We all play 
a critical role in the prevention of 
unwanted wildfires. Please help us 
spread the word that, until condi-
tions do change measurably, we’ll 
remain in Stage 1 fire restrictions.

Gregg Goodland is the Public 

Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 

National Forest.

Alamosa
81101

Adams State 
College
81102

Antonito
81120

Blanca
81123

Bountiful
81140

Capulin
81124

Center
81125

Chama
81126

Conejos
81129

Creede
81130

Crestone
81131

Mogote
81120

Monte Vista
81144

Mosca
81146

Romeo
81148

Saguache
81149

San Acacio
81151

Sanford
81151

San Luis
81152

San Pablo
81152

South Fork
81154

Spar City
81130

Villa Grove
81155

Del Norte
81132

Ft. Garland
81133

Garcia
81152

Homelake
81135

Hooper
81136

Jaroso
81138

La Garita
81132

La Jara
81140

La Sauses
81151

La Valley
81153

Manassa
81141

Moffat
81143

Quick Zip Code 
Reference
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Z TEC Construction
5” - 6” SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS
Pole Buildings • Garages
FREE ESTIMATES

719-992-1396
Leave message

if no answer

County Line
Small Engine Repair

719-589-6466 • 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. • La Jara

IS YOUR EQUIPMENT READY FOR SUMMER?

Great Selection of Blades, 
Belts, Parts and more! Prices 

competitive with big box stores!

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Offering Fall specials on
Wildfire Mitigation

Foundations • Driveways • Fencing
Excavating and Retaining Walls

Contact James @ 303 946 7253

Kremer Contracting-Professional Home 
Builders and Construction Services

ALAMOSA—The Alamosa 
Farmers’ Market welcomes locals 
and visitors to downtown Alamosa, 
Saturdays at the corner of 6th and 
State for our 2020 Market season.  
We are enforcing social distancing 
protocol so please wear a mask and 
enter at our State Street Entrance. 
Our vendors and customers have 
been doing a great job at wearing 
their masks and we encourage 
everyone to keep it up!  Custom-
ers have been attempting to enter 
the market through our perimeter 
fencing and we ask that you please 
remember that the market has one 
entry and point this season: the al-
leyway off of State Avenue.  Please 
consider limiting the number of 
members of your household com-
ing to the market and be prepared 
to be efficient with your shopping 
time.  From 8 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., 
we welcome all immune compro-
mised members of the community 
to attend.  From 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. we welcome the rest of our 
customers to attend.  Due to limita-
tions related to COVID-19 related 
vendor spacing, vendors will be 
selling regional farm fresh food 
products, other food stuffs and hy-
giene items.  Fresh, roasted chilies 
are now part of what is available 
at the market on Saturdays.   The 
Market accepts cash, debit and 
credit cards, SNAP, P-EBT and 
Double Up Food Bucks.  Find out 
more about Double Up Food Bucks 
at the market table.  Please bring 
bills smaller than $20 for the 
convenience of the vendors.  All 
vendors must be pre-registered to 
set up a booth; no unannounced 
vendors will be admitted.  For 
more information see www.ala-
mosafarmersmarket.org or the 
Farmers’ Market tent on Saturdays.

The Alamosa Farmers’ Market 
is located in historic downtown 
Alamosa Saturdays through Oct. 
10, 2020.  

alamosafarmersmarket.org
https://www.facebook.com/ala-

mosafarmersmarket/
719.480.4365

Alamosa Farmers Market update

 Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

The Monte Vista Journal
The Conejos County Citizen

The Center Post-Dispatch
The Mineral County Miner

The South Fork Tines
The Del Norte Prospector
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Come meet our New 
Manager, Angela 

Welcomes You!
Easy online ordering at

www.mountainpizzataproom.com!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Rated 5 Stars

“An awesome gem! 
Definitely the best pizza 
I’ve had in Colorado. I 
highly recommend you 

make the stop.”
-Briana C., Google 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page
Meet Rosie. 
She is a 4 yr 
old, spayed, 
pit bull breed. 
Rosie has been 
with us since 
May of 2019, 
and is looking 
for her forever 
home. She can 
be cautious/
protective 

when you first meet her, but she warms 
up quickly. She however does not do well 
with other animals. So she would have to 
be the only animal in the home. She gets 
great joy from chewing on tough toys and 
bones/rawhide´s. She tends to be indepen-
dent, but also enjoys playing and getting 
lots of loves. Rosie requires moderate 
exercise and at least a 6ft fenced in yard.

Introducing 
Phillip. He is a 

4 yr old German 
Shepherd breed. 
Phillip has been 

with us for about 
a week and a half, 

and is ready for 
a furever family. 

He is a bit cau-
tious when you 
first meet him. 

He is fairly new 
so we have not 

introduced him to any other animals yet. 
We feel he has good potential, but seems 

cautious so far. He loves to vocalize a 
lot, and loves getting treats. Phillip will 

require a home with a decent size yard and 
tall fence, as he is a large dog. As well as 

lots of exercise.

This is 
Goofy. He 

is a 2 yr old 
male, Boxer/

Red Heeler 
mix breed. 
Goofy has 

been with us 
since March 
of this year, 

and has been 
waiting for 

the right fam-
ily to come 

along. He 
does wonder-

ful with all 
people and kids. He is great with other 

dogs, but absolutely no cats. Goofy is a bit 
more of a hyperactive dog so he will need 

lots of exercise, and a tall fence.  

This here is Wiley. He is a 3 
yr old, neutered male, basenji 
mixed breed. Wiley has been 

with us since February of 2019, 
and is waiting for his forever 

family to find him. He does 
great with new people he meets, 

but will be a little stand offish 
until he gets to know you. He 
does good with other dogs he 

meets, but can also be a bit 
stand offish with them until 

he is comfortable. Wiley will 
require moderate exercise and a 

tall fenced in yard. 

Meet Drools. He is a 3 yr old, 
neutered male, pit bull mixed breed. 

Drools has been with us since 
November 2018, and needs a loving 

home. He does not do well with other 
animals, so he will be need to be the 

only animal in the home. He absolute-
ly loves spending his time chewing 
on tough toys and bones/rawhide´s. 
Once Drools gets comfortable with 

you (generally 2-3 meetings) he turns 
into a big lap baby. He will require 

lots of attention and love. He requires 
moderate exercise and at least a 6ft 

fenced in yard.

 Wildfire mitigation works and saves homes and property from destruction.

RISK Continued from Page 1

living in a wildfire prone area, 
the county-by-county index uses 
housing density combined with 
modeled fire behavior to determine 
where the greatest potential impact 
to people and homes is likely to 
occur. 

The index for each county is 
presented as an infographic to 
provide a simplified, accessible 
overview of the various levels of 
wildfire risk for residents living 
in the wildland-urban interface 
(WUI) in that county. The index is 
intended to increase awareness of 
wildfire risk, particularly in coun-
ties with a significant amount of its 
population located in the WUI. The 
Wildland-Urban Interface Risk 
Index, created by the Colorado 
State Forest Service, is a rating of 
the potential impact of a wildfire 
on people and their homes. It is 
created using housing density 
combined with modeled fire be-
havior to determine where the 
greatest potential impact to people 
and homes is likely to occur. The 
index is calculated consistently for 
each Colorado county.

In order to effectively pre-
pare for the impact of wildfires, 
residents, leaders and community 
planners must be aware of the 
wildfire risk associated with living 
in the wildland-urban interface and 
recognize actions that can be taken 
to reduce this risk. 

“Every homeowner should be 
aware of the wildfire risk in their 
community and the associated re-
sponsibility to reduce that risk, not 
only to protect their property, but 
also to improve the safety of first 
responders,” said CSFS Wildfire 
Mitigation Specialist Daniel Bev-
eridge. “There are numerous ex-
amples from the past few seasons 
showing that proactive wildfire 

mitigation efforts are effective and 
now is a perfect time for people 
across the state to take action.”

From completing home inven-
tories, including photographs and 
video, to cleaning gutters and roof-
tops, to trimming backyard shrubs 
and trees, to removing flammable 
materials from the perimeter of 
the home, there are a wide range 
of easy steps that homeowners 
can complete as coronavirus re-
strictions keep people at home. 
Reviewing insurance policy details 
and updating coverage are also key 
steps in the process, along with 
creating and reviewing evacuation 
plans and emergency toolkits.

Based on recommended fire-
mitigation activities from the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), the CSFS advises home-
owners complete the following 
activities at home while practicing 
social distancing. 

Top 10 Wildfire Season Prepara-
tion Activities:

Rake and remove pine needles 
and dry leaves 5 feet from the 
home as well as under decks, 
porches, sheds and play structures.

Remove leaves and needles from 
roofs and gutters.

Sweep porches and decks clear 
of any burnable plant material.

Move firewood piles at least 30 
feet from the house, preferably 
uphill.

Transfer items under decks or 
porches to a storage area.

Cover any exposed eave or attic 
vents with 1/8-inch metal mesh 
screening.

Ensure home address signs are 
clearly visible from the street.

Contact the local Office of 
Emergency Management to regis-

ter for emergency notifications and 
encourage your friends, family and 
neighbors to do the same.

Confirm at least one alternate 
path out of your neighborhood 

other than the one most commonly 
used and be prepared for potential 
evacuation requiring the alterna-
tive route.

Create an inventory of valuables 

in your home including written 
summaries ,  photography and 
video.

Source: CSFS and NFPA
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San Luis Valley Area Real Estate

Contact Chelsea or Trey for 
advertising information today!

719-852-3531 or MonteVistaAds@gmail.com

New Listing! Charming Family Home,
Priced to Sell! 

4 bedroom • 2 bath • 1,850 sq. ft. • $215,000
Comfortable family home with large balcony to 

enjoy your mountain views!  Nice kitchen, stone fire-
place, wood-burning stove and beautiful bathrooms! MLS #758665

198 Elm Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

SOLD
Everything you could want from mountain living! 

4 bedrooms • 4.5 baths • 4,504 sq. ft.
• 6 acres •$888,000

Custom-built home in River Island Ranch 
with a built in theater, 5 car heated garage and 
2 car separate garage, screened-in porch, safe 
room, wet bar and much more! The yard has 
a sprinkler system and a fire pit, perfect for 
entertaining! POA includes access to fishing 
on the RIo Grande, road maintenance and 
snow removal. MLS #765728 

104 Explorer Way • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

New Listing! Golf Course Living at its finest! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,0978 sq. ft. • $379,000

Stunning views in all directions with huge windows, luxurious master suite, 
rock propane fireplace, high-end Jenn Air appliances, custom cabinetry, 
large stone patio for entertaining, 2-car garage and so much more! Rio 

Grande Club Membership and Home Furnishings negotiable. MLS #767109 
6827 Snead Ln • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Kazie Hayes, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
22 Jackson St. • South Fork

www.legendspremierproperties.com

MAJESTIC VIEWS ALL AROUND!

This truly unique and stunning home up against Na-
tional Forest is an entertainer’s dream come true. 
The design of the 6 levels creates a flow for the most 
accommodating Holiday Parties. This is a home 
both adults and children will love with an observa-
tion tower and an elevator. The landscaping is low 
maintenance and the interior has custom woodwork 
and logs that would make the greatest of carpenters 
swoon. The views from on top of Beaver Mountain 
are exquisite, you could spend countless hours just 
staring out the windows in the peace and privacy that 
surrounds this magnificent home.
 Beaver Mountain has County maintained paved 
Roads and is just 5 minutes from the middle of town. 
The Development is secluded with cameras at the en-
trance for security. Totally furnished and available for 
short term rentals. All you need is your tooth brush! 
MLS#772727 $950,000

4 bedroom • 3 bath • 2,492 sq. ft. • $377,500
Recently-built spacious home ready for your family! 

Enjoy 360 degree mountain views on an 1,800 sq. ft. deck
3-car garage and many more amenities! 
515 Mountain View Blvd. • Monte Vista 

MLS# 766729
Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Beautiful Home on 35 Acres SW of Monte Vista!

PRICE REDUCED!

5 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 3,216 sq. ft. •$630,000
Remodeled in 2016, the home has large, double-pane windows to 
enjoy the views, quartz counter tops, new stainless steel applianc-
es, a private master suite with amazing features and so many more 
unique details. Heated 3-car attached garage plus addtl. detached 
garage/tack room.  Established hay-meadow with surface water 

rights and 1.5 shares of Rio Grande Piedra ditch.
MLS# 769101

Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Fantastic Home on 40 Acres with Water!

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

 Starter 

Package

$52999 
Minimum Install fee of $105*

500 Main Street, Alamosa, CO 81101 

(719) 589-5895

Other options also available.
Call for details.

Home & Office 
Security System

Includes: 
• 1 Keypad Panel (English) 

• 3 Door/Window Contacts 

• 1 Infrared Motion Detector 

• 1 Key Ring Remote

Shop Local! 

*Alamosa rate only, please call for outside area details

SAN LUIS VALLEY - 

Counterfeit $100 and $20 bills 

are circulating throughout 

Del Norte and the Valley. The 

$100 bills are stage bills used 

in movies. The texture of the 
bills feels like plastic. The $20 

counterfeit bills have white 

corners, appear fuzzy and some 

have identical serial numbers 

and a paper texture. 
How to identify counterfeit 

bills: 

Look for Motion Picture 
Purposes printed on the bill.

Look for color shifting ink. 
Look for white corners.
Feel the texture of the bill.
Hold the bill up to the light to 

look for a holograph of the face, 

watermark and security thread.

Side by side comparison 

of the bills to a valid bill if 

questionable can be helpful.

Del Norte Bank cautions about counterfeit bills

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with money in your pocket 
and room in your garage when you sell your 

stuff in the SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)
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Autumn
2020 Rio Grandeon

the

October 23, 24 & 25, 2020 
Monte Vista Rotary Club

Annual Outdoor & Gun Show
The McMullen Building at Ski-Hi Park in Monte Vista  

Admission $10/person, Accompanied Children under 12 are free
50% off Second-Day Entry with proof of previous day’s entry!

Friday, October 23 4-8 p.m.
Saturday, October 24   9 a.m.-5 p.m

and Sunday, October 25  10 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Vendors, Informational Booths and Food!
• All proceeds from this fundraising event go toward the Rotary 
Club’s Community Projects, including two annual scholarships!

For more information
visit montevistarotary.wixsite.com/gunshow or contact Monte 

Vista Rotary Club President Dr. David Hinkley at (719) 852-3442

Saturdays at the corner of 
6th Street & State Avenue  

Masks 

Required

8-8:30 a.m. open for 
COVID high risk shoppers

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
open to general public

Monte Vista 
Farmers Market 

Corner of First Ave. & Jefferson St. 

Fridays through Sept. 18
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

• Local Produce, Local Arts & Crafts, 

Baked Goods and More! 

• We accept SNAP and Double-Up Food 

Bucks 

Like us on Facebook @ MonteVistaFarmersMarket 

or email montefarmersmarket@gmail.com

CREEDE - Fall is on the horizon for 
Creede and as the warm summer days 
give way to the cool autumn nights, 
the town will also be getting ready 
for their annual Cruising the Canyon 
Car Show. For the past 12 years, the 
Holy Moses Gift Shop in partnership 
with the Creede and Mineral County 
Chamber of Commerce have brought 
some of the most beautiful vehicles to 
the area to enjoy fall colors and a drive 
along the scenic Silver Thread Byway 
outside of Creede. 

The event was started by Holy Mo-
ses owners Vicki and Nick Kulyk as a 
way to bring people to the area during 
the slow season in Creede and the event 
has turned into an area favorite. The 
small community will be hopping to 
decade music from the 50s, 60s, 70s 
and 80s as guests enjoy a day full of 

antique and beautifully restored vin-
tage cars and trucks of all makes and 
models. It is a great way to get out to 
enjoy a blast from the past and see the 
fall colors as they begin to change in 
the San Juan and La Garita Mountains.

The event starts Friday night, Sept. 
18 with a pre-registration party at the 
visitor center located south of Creede. 
Participating vehicle owners can come 
out to mingle with the public and enjoy 
some light refreshments as they pre-
pare for the show Saturday.

Saturday morning will start off with 
more registration at 8 a.m. at the Miner-
al County Courthouse. The show starts 
off at 10 and will last until the awards 
ceremony at 3 p.m. Guests can come 
enjoy the last few days of the Creede 
Repertory Theatre’s season, walk the 
many shops and enjoy a delicious meal 

at any one of the restaurants that will 
be open for the event. 

On Saturday afternoon after the 
award ceremony, guests and vehicle 
owners are invited to participate in 
the annual Rod Run up Highway 149 
toward the Freemon’s Store and North 
Clear Creek Falls. The road weaves in 
and out of some spectacular country 
that is surrounded by aspen groves that 
will be beginning to change into their 
autumn attire.

These events are subject to change 
and all guests and participants are 
asked to keep to social distancing 
requirements as well as wear face 
coverings when enjoying any event. 
Up to date information can be found 
on the Creede and Mineral County 
Chamber of Commerce website at 
www.creede.com.

Cruising the Canyon Car Show still a go

Cumbres & Toltec Scenic 
Railroad goes where no road goes
Steaming Safely through autumn 

Aspens & Fresh Mountain Air
ANTONITO - There are hints of gold 

showing in the high Rocky Mountains, 
heralding the impending arrival of glori-
ous fall colors. Step aboard the Cumbres 
& Toltec Scenic Railroad (C&TSRR) 
for a trip back in time to the 19th century, 
where steam railroads at 12 mph were the 
state-of-the-art fastest way to travel and 
there were no cell phones or automobile 
roads.  There were, however, mountain-
sides of brilliant aspens and the Cumbres 
& Toltec still steams through them, just 
as it has for 140 years. 

Voted for the third consecutive time 
by the readers of USA Today as the 
nation’s “most scenic train,” the Cum-
bres & Toltec is a National Historic 
Landmark that moves – a completely 
authentic steam railroad ride through 
the Rocky Mountains of Colorado and 
New Mexico. The nation’s most scenic 
train is particularly gorgeous in the fall 
as it steams past thousands of colorful 
aspen trees. 

This year, due to social distancing, 
passengers will have more room to 
spread out than ever before. All the train 
windows open to let in the fresh Rocky 
Mountain air and extra open air gondola 
cars are added to every train. For the 
ultimate bucket list trip, book a private 
rail car to experience the fall colors with 
your closest friends and family. This 
year, private rail cars are more attainable 
than ever and available on a limited, 
space available basis. Private rail cars 
must be booked by calling the Depot at 
1-888-286-2737 (no online sales). 

Autumn is a favorite time to ride the 
C&TSRR. There are more than 2 mil-
lion acres of aspen trees in Colorado 
and New Mexico -- 1 billion trees that 

if placed together would cover Rhode 
Island and Delaware. Aspen trees in 
the Rocky Mountains grow from 6,500 
to 10,500 feet in elevation. Since the 
Cumbres & Toltec runs from elevations 
of 7,800 to 10,015 feet, you can expect 
to see pretty fall aspens in differing 
stages of their spectacular fall show all 
along the route. 

Rocky Mountain aspen leaves don’t 
just turn color in the fall, they positively 
glow a bright luminescent yellow gold, 
almost as if they had their own light 
source. The leaves are small, delicate 
and tissue-thin with an aerodynamic 
shape that keeps them in perpetual mo-
tion. Even a slight breeze sends every 
leaf on the tree shimmering. Add in a 

steam whistle, the smell of coal and the 
crisp afternoon sunlight and you are in 
for an amazing bucket list trip. 

Leaving from Antonito Station, the 
train speeds over high plains before 
circling through aspen trees on tracks 
that are inaccessible by car. There are 
two tunnels and a trip through Toltec 
Gorge, where the train passes along a 
cliff face 600-feet above the roaring 
river below. At scenic Osier Station, 
there is an hour stop for a hot lunch 
while the locomotive turns around for 
the return trip back to Antonito. 

Fall rides are popular and with re-
duced service in 2020, they do sell out, 
so book early to avoid disappointment 
at www.cumbrestoltec.com.
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