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SAN LUIS VALLEY  — 
The Colorado State Patrol is 
investigating a one car crash located 
on Highway 112 resulting in serious 
injury to the driver and injury to the 
passenger of the vehicle.

At approximately 5:46 p.m. Sept. 
8, 2020, a white 2008 Ford pickup 
truck driven by Valentina Gutierrez 
51 and a juvenile passenger 15, 
both of Center, were traveling 
westbound on Highway 112 at 
milepost 21. The Gutierrez vehicle 
lost control on the snowy roadway 
and traveled across the eastbound 
lane of Highway 112 rotating 
clockwise one-quarter turn before 
traveling off the south side of the 
roadway rolling once and coming 
to rest against an embankment 
on its wheels. Both the driver 
and her juvenile passenger were 
transported by ambulance to the 
Rio Grande Hospital to be treated 
for moderate to serious injuries. 
The cause of the crash is still under 
investigation at this time.

COLORADO - The Rio Grande 
County Clerk and Recorder’s 
Office has been notified that the 
Postal Service is sending out 
a pre-election mailer to every 
household in the United States. This 
mailer contains incorrect election 
information for Colorado voters. 
The Postal Service mailer instructs 
voters to request a mail ballot 15 
days before the election. Colorado 
ballots will be, automatically, 
mailed to every eligible registered 
voter the week of October 12. 
Colorado residents do not need to 
request a ballot unless they do not 
receive their ballot in the mail by 
October 21. 

Voters who wish to return 
their ballot by mail should mail 
them no later than October 26, 
contrary to what the USPS mailer 
suggests. Ballots must be received 
in the Clerk’s office by 7 p.m. 
on November 3. Cindy Hill, Rio 
Grande County Clerk & Recorder, 
recommends voters return their 
ballots in person or use the 
convenient ballot drop box located 
in the alley between the Courthouse 
and the Annex Building. This will 
ensure the ballot is received in time 
to be counted. 

Residents are encouraged to 
verify that their voter registration 
is accurate by going to www.
GoVoteColorado.gov or call the 
Clerk’s office at 719-657-3334.

Center residents 
hurt in truck crash

U.S.P.S. mailer 
contains incorrect 
voting information

Photo by Rebecca Copley

Valley farmers hit with record breaking snow
By ReBecca copley 

SAN LUIS VALLEY - After a 
blazing hot Labor Day weekend it 
was quite a shock for many around 
the Valley when a huge snowstorm 
hit on Sept. 8 and 9 piling up close 
to 14 inches of snow in some places. 
According to information found 
on the National Weather Service’s 
website the last time the San Luis 
Valley received such a heavy snow 
in September was in 1936. At that 

Please see SNOW on Page 8A

Colorado implements statewide ballot tracking
COLORADO -  Colorado Secretary of State 

Jena Griswold today announced that for the first 
time, voters in all 64 counties will be able to 
track the status of their individual mail ballots 
for the 2020 General Election. Voters will be 
able to receive notifications by phone, email, or 
text about the status of their mail ballots, from 
the time their County Clerk and Recorder mails 
the outgoing ballot packet, to when their voted 
ballot is received and accepted for counting.

“I’m happy to announce that for the first time, 
every Colorado voter will have access to ballot 
tracking, to be able to see when ballots are sent 
to when they are processed,” said Secretary 
Griswold.  “This new program is one of the many 
ways that Colorado continually innovates to 
ensure our elections are the best in the nation.”

The Colorado Secretary of State’s Office 
is offering the BallotTrax ballot tracking and 
messaging system to all counties. Twelve 
counties implemented this system in past 
elections, and voters in those counties will not 

notice any changes to the content, format or 
timing of the ballot status messages they receive.  
The City and County of Denver developed and 
will continue to operate a separate but similar 
system. The effect of the Secretary of State’s 
initiative makes the BallotTrax system available 
to voters in the 51 counties that never before 
had access to ballot tracking.

Beginning today, voters in counties that are 
adding ballot tracking will receive a notification 
that they have been enrolled in the service if their 
registration record contains an email address. 
Those who don’t receive an auto-enrollment 
notification can sign up themselves at https://
colorado.ballottrax.net. Voters can opt out of 
BallotTrax at any time.  Voters in counties 
with preexisting ballot tracking capabilities, 
including Denver’s BallotTrace, will not need 
to re-enroll and will be able to continue to have 
their ballots tracked without interruption.   

“The ability for voters to get text, email, or 
Please see BALLOT on Page 7A

By lyndsie FeRRell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- 
The Rio Grande County Board 
of Commissioners released a 
statement regarding the most recent 
resignation of Interim Public Health 
Director Toni Steffens-Steward. 
Steward turned in her resignation 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, after serving as 
the Interim Public Health Director 
since mid-July.

Steward is the second Interim 
Director to quit since the county 
fired Public Health Director Emily 
Brown. The County reiterated 
what occurred over the last several 
months and summed it up in one 
word: COVID. The board stated 
again that Brown’s termination 
had to do with the untimely and 
inaccurate information not being 
shared with the Board of Health 
and the plain refusal from Brown 
to share pertinent information with 
law enforcement officials and first 
responders who may have been 
responding to a home with positive 
COVID cases.

The county also stated that once 
Brown was gone and they hired 
Public Health Nurse Paul Wertz as the 
interim director, they were working 

on reestablishing communication 
within the department and working 
to fully staff the department when 
Wertz quit without notice. The board 
stated that Wertz came to them with 
a l ist  of 
demands, 
m o s t  o f 
w h i c h 
they were 
willing to 
c o m p l y 
with, but 
that Wertz 
also asked for a 50 percent pay 
increase which they denied.

It was at this time that Steward 
came to the board and asked they 
consider allowing her to help with 
administrative tasks in the Public 
Health Department and to wait on 
hiring a new director until one who 
had the right qualifications came 
along. After a few weeks, Steward 
once again approached the board and 
agreed to act as the Interim Public 
Health Director until a new director 
could be found.

Steward later approached the 
board and stated that she no longer 
wanted the position and asked to 
step down, which according to the 

county commissioners, they agreed 
to. Steward agreed at that time to 
stay as Interim Director just long 
enough to allow the county to find a 
replacement. Steward turned in her 

resignation 
w i t h o u t 
n o t i c e 
i n  t h e 
following 
d a y s . 
W h e n 
asked for 
comment, 

Steward politely refused to make 
a statement.

The county has also reached out 
to the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment 
to request  a state audit  on 
the department due to grant 
management discrepancies and 
other financial issues. CDPHE 
started the audit Monday, Sept. 
14. 

R i o  G r a n d e  C o u n t y 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a r e  a l s o 
interviewing several applicants and 
are working diligently to fill both 
the Public Health Director position 
and the County Administrator 
position. 

Rio Grande County discusses 
Public Health Director resignations

When 
minutes 
matter

SAN LUIS VALLEY - In an area 
as large as the San Luis Valley, every 
second counts when getting patients, 
the lifesaving care they need. With 
that in mind, SLV Health announced 
that the health organization is 
partnering with Eagle Air Med to 
bring a new emergency air medical 
transport service to the San Luis 
Valley. This will enable medical care 
to get help where it’s needed quickly. 
For example, arrival to an emergency 
in La Jara is now only approximately 
7 minutes away, and to take someone 
to Denver will only take 90 minutes.

“We know that in some medical 
emergencies, time can be critical,” 
said Konnie Martin, Chief Executive 
Officer of San Luis Valley Health. “By 
having a helicopter here, we can get 
patients to our facility quickly and 
when needed, get them to a higher 
level of care.”

The helicopter base, operating out 
of SLV Regional Medical Center in 
Alamosa, will offer 24-hour a day, 
seven days a week services staffed by 
highly trained pilots, flight nurses and 

Please see EAGLE on Page 8A
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Jose Gilbert Archuleta, Gilbert, as 
he was most known, went to be with 
his Lord and Savior Aug. 14, 2020. 
Gilbert was born to Max and Cordy 
(Naranjo) Archuleta Oct. 13, 1939, 
in Monte Vista, Colorado.

The family later moved to Montrose 
where Gilbert graduated and joined 
the service. Gilbert joined the Marines 
and later retired from the Army as 
Staff Sergeant. While in the service 
he was in special forces and a Green 
Beret. Gilbert moved to Denver and 
worked and retired from the U.S. 
Postal Service. Gilbert was a very 
happy person always with a smile 
and a great personality and attitude. 
He was very loved and respected by 
this family and friends.

Gilbert is survived by his son 
Reyes (Elaine), grandson Travis, 
granddaughter Tori and three great-
grandchildren. He is also survived 
by three sisters, Marcella (Randy), 
Velma and Kathy (Fred) and numerous 
nephews, nieces, cousins, an Aunt 

Florence (Flo) Rael, 65
Florence (Flo) Rael was born in 

Center, Colorado Dec. 28, 1954, to 
Salomon and Ora Jaramillo. She 
resided in Questa, New Mexico 
with her husband, Tomas Rael of 
42 years, where she raised her four 
children: Tomas, Andres, Desirae 
and Amberae. She peacefully passed 
away with her family by her side in 
Aurora, Colorado Sept. 7, 2020.  

She was a Licensed Cosmetologist 
in Colorado and New Mexico, 
receiving her certifications from 
Trinidad State Junior College in 1978. 
She cut, styled, and permed hair for 
her Questa community since 1981. 
She had a strong bond with each of 
her clients who loved her equally. She 
was very friendly, funny and giving. 
There was nothing in the world Flo 
loved more than her family. She was 
a devoted wife and mother. 

Flo loved to cook and bake for her 
family and friends. Florence loved 
camping, fishing, singing and dancing. 
Flo really enjoyed watching sports, 
she was an avid Colorado sports fan 
Nuggets, Rockies, Avalanche and we 
all knew her passion for the Denver 
Broncos. 

Survivors include her husband, 
Tomas Rael of Questa, NM, son 
Tomas Rael. of Thornton, CO; 
son Andres Rael of Questa, NM; 

daughter Desirae Rael of Pueblo, 
CO, daughter Amberae Rael of 
Tacoma, Washington Grandson 
Andres Jr (Duckie) of Questa, 
New Mexico, Parents Salomon 
and Ora Jaramillo of Center, CO; 
siblings James (Pat) Jaramillo, 
Larry Jaramillo, Fran Trujillo, Maria 
Jaramillo; aunts/uncles, many nieces 
and nephews, cousins and friends. 

Florence was preceded in death 
by her youngest brother, Kenneth 
Lee Jaramillo (51), oldest sister 
Cleopatra Jaramillo Estrada (65), and 
infant brother, Raymond (9 months). 
And many other beloved family and 
friends. 

Funeral service will be held at 
Living Word Ministries Saturday, 
Sept. 12, 2020, 11 a.m.; 12 Llano 
Road Questa, New Mexico 87566 

Jose Gilbert Archuleta, 81
Ruby and Connie, his constant 
companion for his last 15 years.

Gilbert was preceded in death by 
his parents, one brother Manuel, his 
sister-in-law Becky and his special 
cousins Tommy, Albert and Verna 
and his two wives.

Gilbert moved to Monte Vista to 
live on his dad’s property where he 
became a big part of our lives. We 
were all brought up more like brothers 
and sisters. All of our mom’s brothers 
and sisters’ families (10) and remain 
close through our reunions.

While in Monte Vista, Gilbert 
became reacquainted with his family 
here. He also met Connie, his constant 
companion in everything. Connie and 
Gilbert enjoyed dancing, traveling, 
fishing, long drives to explore, eating 
out, bingo and some gambling, but 
mostly, having family and friends 
visit them. Ivan and Peggy, Felix and 
Guerra, and Billy were close friends.

Gilbert got to enjoy his retirement 
until his illness when he was in Pueblo 

hospital then in a rehab in Denver 
where he went to St. Anthony’s. Then 
he went to a home in Aurora and the 
hospital again and on to hospice, 
where he was given two days to live 
and died two days later.

Gilbert will be missed by all those 
close to him.

A funeral service was held in 
Denver at Romero’s with the Funeral 
at Crown Hill. A memorial service 
will be held Sept. 19, 2020, at Lariat 
Community Baptist Church, 433 
Lincoln Avenue in Lariat in Monte 
Vista with Ursula Medina officiating 
and a meal following the service.

Dorothy McNeill, 96
Dorothy McNeill of Saint Peters, 

MO, passed away at the age of 
96 Wednesday, Sept. 9, 2020. She 
was preceded in death by her first 
husband, Walter P. Anderson; her 
second husband, James F. McNeill; 
her parents, Robert and Ethel Crounk; 
her siblings, Wanza Crounk, Charlotte 
Rigsby and James Crounk; and her 
step-grandchildren, Pat Taylor and 
Lon Taylor.

Dorothy is survived by her children, 
Phyllis L. Boorsma, Donald G. (Kay) 
Anderson, and Ronald E. Anderson; 
her grandchildren, Devran Boorsma, 
Jeremy (Caroline) Boorsma, Darren 
(Julie) Anderson, Cymberly (Stephan) 
Porter, and Kevin (Wendi) Anderson; 
her siblings, Beverly Maes and Bonnie 
Piccione; her step-grandchildren, 
Lynne (Gary) Foster and Robin (Pam) 
Taylor; and her 34 great-grandchildren 
and 37 great-great-grandchildren.

Dorothy was a longtime resident of 
Monte Vista, Colorado.  She moved 
to Missouri in 1973. Dorothy enjoyed 
staying active in her community 
through her memberships with many 
local organizations. She was a member 
of the Rebecca Lodge, Royal Neighbors 
of America, a leader in 4-H, and a Cub 
Scouts Den Mother. Dorothy was very 
talented with projects around the home 
and was known as an accomplished 
seamstress and furniture refinisher who 
made fine draperies. For much of her 
career, Dorothy worked as a cook in the 
health care industry. She will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved her.

Services: The family is being served 
by Baue Funeral Home. Family 
Visitation will be held from 1:00 – 2 p.m. 
at the Baue Care & Cremation Center. 
Graveside Service will follow at 2 p.m. 
in St. Charles Memorial Gardens, 3950 
W. Clay Street, St. Charles, Missouri In 

lieu of flowers, memorials to Seasons 
Hospice. Visit Baue.com

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Baue Funeral Homes does require all 
family members and guests to wear a 
mask while visiting our facilities. Social 
distancing is required, and guests should 
stay at least 6 feet apart. Thank you for 
your understanding.

139 Adams • Monte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

719-628-2015

Sept. 
18-20

PG

Fri. & Sat. 
7 p.m

Sunday 
5 p.m. 

Kids (6-16)
$4 • Adults $6 • Seniors (65+) 

$5
100 Person Maximum, please 

maintain social distancing
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opinion & editoRial

I guess ever since Eve got us 

kicked out of the Garden and off 

the fresh fruit diet, man has been 

plagued with the issue of weight 

gain. For it was after that when 

Abel started a garden of his own 

and suddenly carbohydrates of a 

new form began to be attached 

around their middles. 

Cain, being a herdsman of some 

renown, put an end to Abel. And, 

since Cain was a Keto man himself, 

tried to put an end to the early food 

pyramid but the agrarian economy 

sprouted and soon people were eating 

grains and potatoes in vast quantities. 

Like today, they were cheap and 

abundant and caused all sorts of 

problems when eaten in excess. 

But as oft was the case, people 

worked harder back in the early 

days and there were times of 

drought and famine so I don’t think 

they really had a lot of overweight 

people other than the rich and 

famous who could always pay for 

more groceries. This was before 

you had to bring your own bags, 

I believe. 

Our move away from hard 

physical work especially here in 

America has probably led us down 

the path of being overweight and 

out of shape, aided by the invention 

of Ding Dongs. Well not just those 

chocolaty treats but processed food 

of every type and color, texture and 

caloric magnificence and quantities 

envied by the rest of the world. 

Ol’ Dutch is on that constant 

roller coaster of gaining and losing 

the same pounds over and over and 

I can usually get myself back in line 

-- or at least in my pants -- with 

some form of Keto dieting. Fat 

and meat are on the menu and you 

just have to toughen up and do it. 

But of course, that got Ol’ 

Dutch to thinking about the whole 

overweight thing around us. It 

appears that nowadays about 70% 

of us are struggling with tight belts, 

belt loops and saggy hind ends 

according to statistics. That is up 

from 23% in 1962 and tells me one 

thing: I need to invest in the Ding 

Dong Company. 

Well it also tells me that even 

though we have millions of health 

club members, we must not actually 

have very many health club 

participants. Which means people 

are buying those memberships as 

a New Year’s Resolution and using 

the entry cards for bookmarks 

while eating yes, you guessed it, 

Ding Dongs. 

The interesting thing about 

the whole “I weigh too much” 

phenomenon is there has never 

been a people like Americans who 

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Diet and 
exercise futility

have not only the knowledge as to 

what causes us to swell but also 

we have all the diets, pills, creams, 

schemes, snake oil potions, herbal 

essences, frozen entrees, and fruits 

and nuts to seemingly ensure our 

path to skinny pants. 

But it appears that we just cannot 

get there for some reason and 

so Ol’ Dutch has come up with 

an interesting approach to that 

problem. You see, it appears that no 

matter what we do, we are probably 

going to end up overweight at the 

least. I mean seventy percent is 

some kind of statistic and in light of 

that I think that maybe, just maybe 

we are wasting our money trying 

to lose weight after all. 

Maybe some of us are just 

predisposed to carry around two 

winters supply of fat around our 

middles and maybe that just makes 

us cuddly instead of XL. 

If in fact seventy percent of us 

are already tipping the proverbial 

and actual scales a tad on the heavy 

side, it might be best to just learn 

to live in the pants that fit which 

will allow us to toss out our blue 

jeans from high school in peace. 

All this reminds me of the evil 

nature of the dreaded Ding Dongs 

and how they ruined my happiness. 

Pre-Trixie, I actually lost a nice 

girlfriend to a man who worked 

--- wait for it -- in the Ding Dong 

factory. And her being in fact 

an anti-carb, Ketoesque kind of 

woman, it really rocked my world. 

But I do know this, the same pairing 

between Cain and Abel didn’t work 

out all that well so the marriage 

may not last either. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his 

Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or 

hike daily. His email is Kevin@

TroutRepublic.com. Additional 

news can be found at  www.

troutrepublic.com or on Twitter at 

TroutRepublic

youR night sky

Equinox
By daRlene danko

Since the new moon is on the Sept. 
17, this is a great time for night sky 
viewing. We just need all the fire 
haze to go away, so we can see the 
sky. We also need to stop the fires. 
Right now, it’s thundering, raining 
and hailing. A little later it will turn 
to snow which excites me because 
I love snow. Unfortunately, all the 
sudden, the cold is going to kill all of 
our plants. But hopefully the drought 
will go away.

On the Sept. 22 autumn will begin. 
That’s when the Equinox occurs 
when the Sun sits over the equator. 
Then it will move south. The word 
Equinox means that the Sun crosses 
the equator from North to South this 
month which will occur at 7:31 a.m. 

o u r  t i m e 
that day.

On this day we 
all have equal 
portions of day 
and night. After 
that  our days 
will get shorter 
and nights longer, 
while the Southern 
Hemisphere gets longer 
days and shorter nights. 
I love longer nights for 
sky viewing.

September 23-26 the moon will be 
meeting with Jupiter and Saturn. The 
moon is the second brightest object 
in our sky after the Sun. Jupiter is 
the fourth brightest with Venus being 
the third brightest. On the Sept. 23, 
the moon will reach its 1st quarter 
so it will be half lit.

Sept. 23 the moon will be just 
below and to the right of Jupiter, 

and on Sept. 24, it will be just below 
Jupiter. On Sept. 25 it will be just to 
the lower right of Saturn, and on Sept. 
26, it will be just to the lower left 
of Saturn. Since they’re both bright 
planets, the moon shouldn’t take the 
light away from them.

By Sept. 26, the moon will be ¾ lit.  
So go out in the evening and look in 
the South just to the left of the Milky 
Way, and watch this.

Teresa Benns I have looked to 

your reporting for years to find 

relevant information on Saguache 

County representatives activities. I 

have appreciated your willingness 

to dig past the obvious and reveal 

the underlying details. Your push 

for transparency in government is 

so important in this age of fake 

news.

Barbara Tidd has been an 

indispensable servant of the 

Democratic Party. Her tireless work 

has kept the party strong and alive 

and she will be missed. 

Thomas D McCracken

Candidate for Saguache County 

Commissioner District #1

letteR

I want to thank two people who are 
retiring from public life this month.
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By caRRie ZimmeRman

We are starting up our fourth week 
of face-to-face instruction for the 20-
21 schoolyear. The first three weeks 
have gone well and we have had great 
teamwork throughout. Way to pull 
together Vikings!

Focus on the Fabulous - It was 
great to have the recognition of 
the Governor visiting our district. 
Governor Polis wore his VikingStrong 
mask at his news conference the 
following day. Center Consolidated 
School District is leading the charge 
to have face-to-face instruction, 
despite the obstacles and people are 
taking notice. 

I had the opportunity to get into 
classrooms last week and saw some 
fantastic instruction. It’s great to 
see that our standards remain high 
for our students and our instruction. 
Teachers had objectives and DFAs 

Governor Polis wore 
his VikingStrong mask 
at his news conference 
during his visit to the 
Center Consolidated 
School District.

centeR oF Focus

posted, teachers were delivering 
solid direct instruction, and students 
were engaged in learning! It was 
evident that staff was living out our 
core belief of being committed to 
excellence in all we do every day! 
With everything going on, it’s easy 
to get distracted, but our purpose is 
to increase academic achievement 
for all students, and the quality 
instruction and evident preparation 
that was observed last week, shows 
that our staff continues to be 
committed to the academic success 
of all of our students. 

A Viking shoutout to our crossing 
guard team that is helping to keep our 
kids safe walking to and from school. 
Along with Officer Lopez, we have 
volunteers at the crossing guards in 
front of the building, monitoring the 
safe crossing of students. Our current 
crossing guard team consists of Anita 

Rodriquez, Richie Barela, Chace 
Padilla, Marisol Baca, Jazmynn 
Valadez-Gonzales and Rachael 
Barraza. 

Our Recruitment and Retention 
team met Thursday afternoon to start 
making plans for the 20-21 school 
year. Our goal is to continue our 

efforts on recruiting and retaining 
the best staff for our students. We 
reviewed the events that we hosted 
last year, discussed how we wanted 
to approach things this year with all 
of the social distancing protocols, 
and had conversations on what we 
can do to support our staff throughout 

the year. We are going to take a little 
different approach to our annual Open 
House. We will be doing a postcard 
outreach to families to introduce staff 
and share information. Parents who 
return the postcards with their shared 
information will be entered into the 
prize drawings. 

Courtesy photos

CCSD Safety Team met under the leadership of Steve Martinez and 
discussed the new emergency protocols. 

We are fortunate to have a new Safety Resource Officer on our staff. 
Please give Officer Deanna Lopez a warm welcome as she joins our team. 
She is here to support our students and district in keeping everyone 
safe. She has done a great job in the mornings helping to monitor the 
safe crossing of state Highway 112. 
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Carlos Lopez Lopez4Colorado

Lopez4Colorado

Lopez4Colorado
Paid for by THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT CARLOS R. LOPEZ

As a city council member, Carlos has 
worked with a diverse city council 
in Trinidad to pivot a community 
headed towards economic despair 
in a direction of financial growth 
and opportunity.  Trinidad has been 
able to come together and unify for 
growth as opposed to just getting by.

Carlos founded and sits as the Chair 
of a nonprofit, after school program 
demonstrating his commitment to 
future generations.

Carlos has been a leader advocating 
or opposing legislation that affected 
municipalities while on the Colorado 
Municipal League’s Executive Board, 
a board he was elected to by other 
elected officials.

Carlos is a leader amongst leaders.  
Don’t we want that voice for 
southern Colorado at the Capital?

If you’re not happy being neglected 
in southern Colorado for another 

four years… make the choice 
for a leader with a proven 

history of getting 
things done!

A VOTE FOR CARLOS LOPEZ IS A VOTE FOR EXPERIENCE!

416 State St.  • Trinidad, CO 81082 
carloslopezforcolorado@gmail.com

Vote Carlos R. Lopez this 
November for a proven 

fighter for southern 
Colorado.

CARLOS LOPEZ FOR SENATE
PRESERVING OUR WAY OF LIFE WHILE PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE

DISTRICT #35
Carloslopezforcolorado.com

Kay’sBookkeeping
   Services

& The Monte Vista 
Cemetery Association 
Office have moved!

Come see us at our new address: 

995 N. Hwy 285 •  Monte Vista
(next to Valley Lumber) 

Kay’s: (719) 852-5638

Monte Vista Cemetery: (719) 852-5196 or 
www.montevistacemeteryassociation.com

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO GET 
INVOLVED CALL 719-655-2533

Last Chance Mine 
theft has first hearing

By lyndsie FeRRell

MINERAL COUNTY- The 
suspect involved in a theft that 
occurred late last year at the Last 
Chance Mine has been formally 
charged with several felony 
charges and is facing a possible 
12-year sentence. According to 
owner Jack Morris, the suspect 
was in court Friday, Sept. 11 
and was preliminarily charged 
with a class four burglary, class 
6 burglary, felony theft and 
trespassing.

“I really didn’t want things to 
end this way, but I always said 
that if the person didn’t willingly 
come forward and fess up to the 
crime that I would use the full 
extent of the law. It is a really sad 
deal. At first, they were looking at 
misdemeanors but because I was 
able to provide video footage and 

other evidence, this is going to go 
much further than that.”

Morris specifically asked that 
the individual’s name be kept out 
of print in order to show some 
respect to the suspect. “We live 
in a small town. Everyone knows 
who did it and I don’t need to add 
to it by pointing anymore fingers. 
This is a hard thing for me and 
the mine.”

Morris did state that the suspect 
was a previous employee of the 
mine and has ties with his family. 
“We will never be able to recover 
the specimens that were taken and 
that is the most tragic of all. That 
geode was a priceless artifact that 
had history and played a key role 
in our tours at the mine. We will 
never be able to have that again.”

Morris stated that the next 
hearing will take place on Oct. 9.

By tRish gilBeRt

Saguache County Clerk & 

Recorder
Withdrawal of Registration:  At any 

time that registration is permitted in 
the county clerk and recorder’s office, 
any person who desires to withdraw 
or cancel his or her own registration 
may do so by filing with the county 
clerk and recorder a self-affirmation 
of withdrawal of registration, and 
the self-affirmation shall be used as 
the record of evidence to cancel the 
elector’s registration record.

Other reasons for cancellation of a 
voter’s registration are:

Deceased electors
Notification that elector has moved 

and registered in different county
Cancellation of electors with 

multiple registrations
Cancellation by reason of criminal 

conviction in federal court
If an elector whose registration 

record is marked “Inactive” fails 
to update his or her registration 
record, fails to respond to any 
confirmation card, and fails to vote 
in any election conducted by the 

county clerk and recorder during 
the time period that includes two 
consecutive general elections since 
the elector’s registration record was 
marked “Inactive,” the county clerk 
and recorder shall cancel the elector’s 
registration record. 

If you wish to vote in the 
2020 Saguache County General 
Election Nov. 3, please go online to 
govotecolorado.gov to register and/
or update your voter registration 
information.

If you have any questions please 
contact our office at 719-655-2512.

By tRish gilBeRt

Saguache County Clerk & 

Recorder

Eligible, but 
Unregistered 

Coloradans to 
Register to Vote

The Secretary of State’s Office 
sent out 750,000 postcards inviting 
eligible, but unregistered Coloradans 
to register to vote. This list was 
assembled by taking the list of current 
driver’s license and state ID holders 
and subtracting out all the people 
who are already registered. They then 
removed all people under the age of 
18 and those who have ever shown a 
non-U.S. credential at a DMV. This 
sounds like an easy process, but it’s 
incredibly complicated. There will be 
people receiving this mailing who are

 1) already registered,
 2) have been dead for years,
 3) etc.
These issues relate to the quality 

of the DMV list or the existence of 
substantive differences between the 
information in a person’s DMV file 
and the data in the voter file. 

Following are questions you 

may have: 
Why am I getting this?  Each election 

cycle, the Colorado Department 
of State sends a postcard to every 
Coloradan who is not registered to 
vote, but has a DL or state ID, is 18 
years of age, and a U.S. Citizen. 

I’m already registered.  Please 
ignore the postcard. The list was 
generated by comparing the voter 
registration list to the driver’s license 
list. Sometimes the DMV list doesn’t 
match-up perfectly with the voter 
registration list. So, a person who 
is already registered to vote can be 
accidentally sent a card. Also, the list 
was pulled and processed on Aug. 1, 
so if you registered since late July the 
list may include your information due 
to that lag time.  

My dead family member received 
a card.  This means that your dead 
family member is still in the DMV 
file. Please provide the person’s name 
and any personal information you 
have like DOB, residence address, 
SSN, DL, etc. so they can make sure 
that person’s name is removed from 
the DMV file.

Who’s paying for this?  The 
Colorado Department of State has a 
budget line for voter registration that 
supports this program. 

How long have we been doing this?  

Colorado began sending eligible-
but-unregistered postcards every 
election year since 2012, when Scott 
Gessler (R) was Secretary of State. 
We continued the practice through 
Wayne Williams (R) administration 
(2015-2019). Secretary Griswold is 
the third Colorado Secretary of State 
to send out registration postcards. 

Please put me on a no contact list.  
Upon receiving this card, a person 
won’t receive another invitation to 
vote from the Colorado Department 
of State for at least another two years. 

Is this a Russian plot?  No. 
To whom should I complain.  Please 

feel free to contact Colorado’s State 
Election Director, Judd Choate, at 
judd.choate@sos.state.co.us  

This is a fantastic program.  You’re 
welcome.

clips FRom the cleRk

Cancellation of Voter Registration
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No contracts, no hidden fees
• Residential Service (96 gallon rolling containers)

• Commercial Containers (1YD-6YD Dumpsters)

• Roll-Off “Construction Site” Dumpsters (20YD-30YD)

• Curbside, single-stream recycling available

Services available for residents and commercial pick-up in 
and around Creede, South Fork, Del Norte and Monte Vista

For a full list of recyclable items see www.
mdswasteandrecycle.com/services/recycling-services/

Call (719)658-3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Let’s Talk Trash

Local Septic Tank Manufacturer 
Large Inventory of Plumbing & 

Septic System Supplies
Hassle free installation instantly approved in Colorado 
Watertight low profile anti float design  

Concrete lasts for decades, 
requires less maintenance

215 N. Washington St. • Monte Vista
National Precast Association Member

Help is only a 
Phone Call Away
COVID-19 Mental Health Support Line

719.589.3671
If you are stressed, anxious, lonely, depressed, angry, or all of the 
above, you are not alone. We are in this together, and caring mental 
health professionals are available if you need to talk.

Virtual Therapy & Psychiatry

slvbhg.org/covid-19
Behavioral Health therapy and psychiatry have never been easier to start. 
ALL SLVBHG locations are open for business virtually, providing services 
tot he convenience of your social distancing space by video consultations 

or over the phone. Call now to schedule an appointment: 719.589.3671

Mobile Health Unit
slvbhg.org/mobile

Visit our website for an updated schedule of where the mobile unit 
will be. The Mobile Health Unit specializes in Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) for substance use disorders.

Approved Medicaid Provider | 24 hour hotline: 719.589.3671 | slvbhg.org

Saguache County is currently accepting proposals for the Saguache County 2020 
Fiscal Year audit.  The ideal firm or individual will have extensive knowledge and 
experience related to conducting governmental audits in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting and auditing standards, and preparing financial statements that 
conform to all state, federal and industry guidelines.  
All interested parties should submit a letter of interest and a proposal for services by 
November 6, 2020 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache County Administration office.  For 
additional information contact Saguache County Administration at 719-655-2231 or 
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1556 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6, 13, 20, 
26, September 3, 10,17, 24, October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, November 5 and 12, 2020.

PUBLIC NOTICE: 

Industrial Tower West, LLC. proposes to construct a 202-foot lattice telecommunications 
tower. Anticipated lighting application is medium intensity dual red/white strobes. The Site 
location is County Road L, Center, Saguache County, Colorado (lat/long 37 deg 53 min 
39.79 sec N, 106 deg 10 min 26.15 sec W). The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) Antenna Structure Registration (ASR, Form 854) filing number is A1173548. 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS – Interested persons may review the application

(www.fcc.gov/asr/applications) by entering the filing number. Environmental concerns may 
be raised by filing a Request for Environmental Review (www.fcc.gov/asr/environmental-
request) and online filings are strongly encouraged. The mailing address to file a paper copy 
is: FCC Requests for Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Williams, 445 12th Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20554.  

HISTORIC PROPERTIES EFFECTS - Public comments regarding potential effects on 
historic properties may be submitted within 30 days from the date of this publication to: 
Terracon Consultants, Inc., Matthew Harbeck, 15080 A Circle, Omaha, NE 68144, 402-
384-7087, matthew.harbeck@terracon.com.

No. 1572 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, September 17, 2020.

SAN LUIS VALLEY – This 
week, the cold front that brought 
high winds and wet, heavy snow 
to much of Colorado may have 
damaged trees. Coloradans who are 
dealing with broken tree limbs after 
the late-summer snowstorm may be 
considering actions to protect and 
repair them.

Vince Urbina, urban and community 
forestry manager for the Colorado 
State Forest Service, said that 
although the first impulse may be to 
start cutting when a tree is damaged, 
homeowners should first assess the 
situation to avoid hurting themselves 
or further damaging the tree.

Urbina and the CSFS offer the 
following tips for dealing with snow 
and wind-damaged trees; these tips 
were adapted from International 
Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 

recommendations:
• Check for hazards. Before 

approaching a tree, examine your 
surroundings to avoid making contact 
with downed utility lines or standing 
under broken, hanging branches. 
Contact your utility company if a 
tree is affecting power or other utility 
lines.

• Contact city officials if necessary. 
Trees between the street and a city 
sidewalk may be the responsibility 
of city crews.

• Assess the damage. If a tree is 
healthy overall and still possesses 
its leader (the main upward branch), 
most of its major limbs and 50 percent 
or more of its crown, the chance is 
good for a complete recovery.

• Be careful knocking snow 
off branches. This may cause the 
branches to break. If you must remove 

snow, gently push up on branches 
from below to prevent adding 
additional stress.

• Remove broken branches. 
This minimizes the risk of decay 
and insects or diseases entering the 
wound. Prune at the branch collar 
– the point where a branch joins 
a larger one – and be mindful of 
potential pent-up energy if the branch 
is twisted or bent.

• Don’t over-prune. With the loss 
of some branches, a tree may look 
unbalanced, but most trees quickly 
grow new foliage that hides bare 
areas.

• Don’t try to do it all yourself. If 
the job requires running a chainsaw 
overhead, sawing from a ladder or 
removing large branches or entire 
trees, contact an insured, certified 
arborist. 

Take care dealing with 
storm-damaged trees

    Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Johnny Lee Werner; a/k/a Johnny L. Werner; a/k/a Johnny Werner; a/k/a John 
Lee Werner; a/k/a John L. Werner; a/k/a John Werner, Deceased      Case Number 2020 
PR 030010
All persons having claims against the above named estate are required to present them to 
the personal representative or to 

• District Court of Saguache, County, Colorado or 
q Denver Probate Court of the City and County of Denver, Colorado

on or before  February 12, 2021 (date)*, or the claims may be forever barred.
MykLandry, Attorney for Personal Representative
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice 
PO Box 2276
Address
Elizabeth, Colorado 80107
City, State, Zip Code

No. 1571 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, September 10, 17 and 24, 2020.

NOTICE OF 2020 GENERAL ELECTION 
Per Colorado Revised Statute 1-5-205, Saguache County Clerk & Recorder, Trish Gilbert, 
announces that the 2020 General Election will be held on Tuesday, NOVEMBER 3, 2020. 
Ballots will be mailed to all active, registered voters beginning on OCTOBER 9, 2020. The 
ballot packet will include: 1 Ballot, 1 Secrecy Sleeve/Instructions, and 1 Return Envelope. 
Voters will mark their ballot, insert it into the Secrecy Sleeve/Instructions, insert this into the 
Return Envelope, SIGN the envelope where indicated and mail or return the voted ballot to 
the Voter Service and Polling Center (VSPC) at the Clerk’s office in the Saguache County 
Courthouse, 501 4th St., Saguache. The VSPC will be open from Monday, OCTOBER 19th 
through Tuesday, NOVEMBER 3rd, Monday through Friday, from 
8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.; on Saturday, OCTOBER 3151, from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.; 
and on Election Day NOVEMBER 3RD, from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. Voted ballots may 
also be deposited into the Ballot Drop Boxes at the following locations: the south parking lot 
of the Courthouse, 501 4th St., Saguache; Sheriffs Satellite Office located at 182 E Galena 
Ave., Crestone; Center Town Hall, 294 Worth St., Center; Town of Sargents, 360 County Rd 
31:XX, Sargents. Beginning OCTOBER 9th, the drop boxes will be available 24 hours each 
day until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. Ballots must be received by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 
Ballots received after 7:00 p.m. on Election Day will not be counted. Postmarks do not count.
Trish Gilbert 
Clerk & Recorder

A VISO DE LAS ELECCIONES GENERALES DE 2020 
De conformidad con el estatuto modificado de Colorado 1-5-205, la Secretaria y Oficial de 
Registro del Condado de Saguache, Trish Gilbert, anuncia que las elecciones generales de 
2020 se llevaran a cabo el martes 3 de NOVIEMBRE de 2020. Las boletas electorales se 
enviaran por correo a todos los votantes registrados activos a partir del 9 de OCTUBRE de 
2020. El paquete de votaci6n incluira: 1 boleta electoral, 1 manga de votaci6n secreta con in-
strucciones y 1 sobre de respuesta. Los votantes marcaran su boleta, la insertaran en la manga 
de votaci6n secreta, la cual a su vez insertaran en el sobre de respuesta, FIRMARAN el sobre 
en el espacio indicado y enviaran por correo o devolveran la boleta marcada al centro de vota-
ci6n y servicios al votante (VSPC, por sus siglas en ingles) en la oficina de la Secretaria en el 
Tribunal del Condado de Saguache, 501 4th St., Saguache. El VSPC estara abierto desde el 
lunes 19 de OCTUBRE hasta el martes 3 de NOVIEMBRE, de lunes a viemes, de 8:00 a.m. 
a 4:00 p.m.; el sabado 31 de OCTUBRE, de 7:00 a 11 :00 a.m.; y el dia de las elecciones, el 
3 de NOVIEMBRE, de 7:00 a.m. a 7:00 p.m. Las boletas electorales tambien se pueden de-
positar en las umas ubicadas en el estacionamiento sur del Tribunal ( 501 4th St., Saguache), 
la oficina subsidiaria del Sheriff (182 E Galena Ave., Crestone), la municipalidad de Center 
(294 Worth St, Center) y la ciudad de Sargents (360 County Rd 3 lXX, Sargents). A partir del 
9 de OCTUBRE, las umas estaran disponibles las 24 horas del dia hasta las 7:00 p.m. del dia 
de las elecciones. Las boletas deben recibirse antes de las 7:00 p.m. del dia de las elecciones. 
Las boletas recibidas despues de las 7:00 p.m. del dia de las elecciones no se incluiran en el 
conteo. Los matasellos no cuentan. 
Trish Gilbert 
Secretaria y Oficial de Registro
No. 1573 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, September 17, 2020.

Date of Notice: September 11, 2020
NOTICE OF CHANGE IN TARIFFS ON LESS THAN 30-DAYS’ NOTICE

Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos Energy”)
1555 Blake Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

You are hereby notified that Atmos Energy has filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission of the 
State of Colorado (“PUC”), in compliance with the Public Utilities Law, an application for permission to 
file certain changes in tariffs, affecting all residential, commercial, interruptible and other consumers in 
its Colorado divisions to become effective October 1, 2020, if the application is granted by the PUC.

The purpose for this filing is to change rates by revising the Company’s existing gas cost adjustment tariff 
to reflect changes in the rates charged Atmos Energy by its suppliers for natural gas purchases. The present 
and proposed natural gas rates are as follows: 

Class of Service by Division Present Rates  Proposed Rates1 Percentage Change
 Total Volumetric  Total Volumetric 
North Colorado* 
Residential  $0.61709  $0.68630  11%
Small Commercial, Commercial  0.51275  0.58196  13%
Irrigation 0.49919 0.56840  14%
Transportation 0.12925 0.12903  0%
 
 Average Monthly Bill Projected Average  Percentage Change
 Monthly Bill 
 
North Colorado* 
Residential $ 50.16 $ 54.45  9%
Small Commercial, Commercial   225.98  252.55  12%
Irrigation  232.69  258.71  11%
 
 Prior Year’s Peak Projected Peak Percentage Change
 Month Bill Month Bill 
North Colorado* 
Residential  $ 93.97  $ 103.18  10%
Small Commercial, Commercial  453.12  510.36  13%
Irrigation  478.79  538.93  13%

*Notification Published in our North Rate Area Newspaper

The proposed and present rates and tariffs are available for examination at the business office of Atmos 
Energy Corporation located at 1555 Blake Street, Suite 400, Denver, Colorado, or at the Public Utilities 
Commission at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado, 80202.

Anyone who desires may either file written objection or seek to intervene as a party in this filing.  If you 
only wish to object to the proposed action, you may file a written objection with the Commission.   The 
filing of a written objection by itself will not allow you to participate as a party in any proceeding on the 
proposed action.  If you wish to participate as a party in this matter, you must file written intervention doc-
uments under the Commission’s rules.  

Anyone who desires to file written objection or written intervention documents to the proposed action 
shall file them with the PUC, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado, 80202 at least one day before 
the proposed effective date.

Members of the public may attend any hearing and may make a statement under oath about the proposed 
change whether or not a written objection or request to intervene has been filed.

Atmos Energy Corporation has filed a separate gas purchase report in accordance with Rule 4607 of the 
Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators to begin the initial prudence review 
evaluation for the gas purchase year ended June 30, 2020.

Atmos Energy Corporation
Colorado-Kansas Division
By:  Gary W. Gregory, President

No. 1574 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, September 17 and 24, 2020.

phone messages with our ballot 
tracking service has been in place 
since it was first introduced in 2015 
and has only grown in popularity 
with each passing year,” said 
Boulder County Clerk and Recorder 
Molly Fitzpatrick. “It provides a 
measure of reassurance to voters 
that their ballots have arrived back 
to our offices safely and securely 
and are now ready to be counted.” 
For more information, please visit 
www.GoVoteColorado.gov. 

BALLOT
Continued from Page 1A

ALAMOSA – A free community-

wide COVID-19 mass testing event 

will be held Sept. 18, 19, and 20 on the 

campus of Adams State University. 

The drive-thru testing event will 

be held in the McDaniel Hall parking 

lot on the Adams State campus, with 

tests conducted between 8 a.m. and 5 

p.m. each day. 

Adams State is partnering with 

the Colorado Department of Public 

Health and Environment, Alamosa 

County Public Health, and the city 

of Alamosa to bring the mass testing 

event to campus.

The Sept. 18 date is for Adams State 

students, faculty and staff; residents 

of Alamosa and other San Luis 

Valley communities can receive free 

COVID-19 tests on Sept. 19 and 20.

Pre-registration is recommended. 

There also will be on-site registration. 

To pre-register please visit https://

www.adams.edu/safe-return/testing. 

Individuals will get test results within 

four days of the test.

To access the testing area in the 

McDaniel parking lot, traffic will 
be routed from Third Street onto 

Richardson Avenue, which leads into 

the McDaniel parking lot. Vehicles 

will exit the testing site onto First 

Street.

“A drive-thru testing site at the 

Adams State campus ensures people 

across the San Luis Valley have access 

to free, fast and easy COVID-19 

testing,” said President Cheryl 

D. Lovell. “We understand the 

importance of testing as a means to 

address the spread before it continues 

to infect our communities and state. 

We are grateful to the Colorado 

Department of Public Health and 

Environment and Alamosa County 

Public Health for coordinating a mass 

testing event at Adams State.”

The September dates were selected 

to gauge any spread of the virus 

following the recent Labor Day 

weekend. Adams State is looking 

to test 1,600 individuals who are 

students and employees of the 

University. Another 1,500 tests will 

be available for community members.

“On behalf of Alamosa County 

Public Health Department, I am 

pleased to partner with Adams 

State University, the Colorado 

Department of Public Health and 

Environment, and Mako Medical to 

bring this community COVID-19 

testing opportunity to the San Luis 

Valley,” said Della Vieira, director 

of Alamosa County Public Health 

Department. “COVID-19 testing 

is key to controlling the spread of 

coronavirus, along with the big three: 

wear a face covering, wash hands 

frequently and maintain physical 

distance.”

There are no age restrictions for 

the test, although ideally children 

under age 2 should be tested by 

a pediatrician. Spanish-language 

services will be available at the 

testing site.

Free community mass COVID-19 
testing at Adams State campus
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SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

719.657.4458 
Mortgage Office

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

www.truelocalbank.com

Financing Your Dream 
Home Is Our Dream. 

NMLS 446071

DOC’S
OUTDOOR
Sports “Your 

Prescriptio
n For

Outdoor Fun”

Full line Sporting 
Goods Store

719-873-5151
31101 W. Hwy. 160

South Fork
www.docsoutdoor.com

T-Shirts • Hoodies
Fudge • Souvenirs

Fishing & Hunting 
Licenses

Fishing •Camping 
Hunting • Guns & Ammo

Equipment Rental
Skis & Snowboards

Grande natural Meats
www.elkusa.coM

Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Goat,
Beef & Rabbit

USDA Meat Jerky & Sausage

5 Miles west of del norte on Hwy. 160

daily 8 a.M. - 6 p.M. 719-657-0942

Insurance 
Company

HOME • AUTO • LIFE 
FARM & RANCH
Contact me today for a 

complete insurance review.

Shari Oliver, Agent

852-8840
729 First Ave.
Monte Vista, 
CO 81144

Local

time some places in the Valley 
received around 10 inches of snow. 

Many people had to harvest their 
gardens in a mad dash to save 
produce. Others had to cover still 
maturing plants in blankets and 
straw and hoped for the best. 

For many farmers this early snow 
did not come at a good time. One 
local farmer who has been growing 
potatoes for 31 years had this to 
say, “A week ago I was kind of 
worried that it was a little too hot. 
You dig them and if they go into 
storage hot you can’t take the heat 
out of them fast enough. That was 
my concern a week ago now it’s 
can we get them dug before they 
freeze.” This same farmer later 
adding, “You get what God gives 
you. You get what you get, and you 
don’t pitch a fit.” 

The snow made things very wet 
for potato growers and there have 
been concerns that potatoes may 
rot. Potato farmers have had to 
wait until after the snow cleared to 
start harvesting the spuds so that 
the fields could dry out enough for 
them to begin. 

Darrin Mitchell who grows 
potatoes had already started 
his harvest before the snow hit. 
Mitchell told Valley Publishing, 
“I’ve been lucky enough to start 
earlier. I usually start pretty early 
so I’m about 45 percent done. But 
the crop looks really beautiful it’s 
nice size and quality looks good. 

The snow I think made an insulation 
of sorts so some of the potatoes that 
were closer to the surface I think 
were protected. I think we may be 
lucked out on that end of it.”

When asked if he felt there was 
a strong sense of urgency among 
farmers with freezing concerns 
Mitchell answered saying, “It’s 
always an urgency to get your crop 
out because you put so much money 
and time in it all summer. Quite an 
investment out there in the ground 
so everyone tends to have some 
anxiety this time of year. Especially 
when the weather turns that way, 
but I say for the most part, we’re on 
schedule and if the weather holds 
out, we should have a really pretty 
crop this year.” 

Thankfully for many wheat, and 
barely, growers in the Valley they 
had already finished their harvest 
operations. For hemp growers 
however it was a different story. 
Jason Mitchell who grows hemp in 
the Valley said, “For the hemp it was 
devasting, because it broke the plants 
over. Broke them in half.” Mitchell 
later adding, “We needed 2 or 3 more 
weeks for it to fully produce the buds 
and so I’m afraid that this frost and 
the snow stopped that.” 

Mitchell shared that before the 
snow it was looking really good. 
His crop was averaging about 8 
feet tall. “It looked really nice I 
just needed some more time,” said 
Mitchell. 

SNOW
Continued from Page 1A

flight paramedics using an Airbus 
H-125 helicopter.

This helicopter is unique in that 
it is designed for high elevations, 
especially found here in the Valley, 
and even made a training run to 
the top of Mount Everest, setting a 
record. Because of that capability, 
it will also be used to assist in local 
search and rescue operations, landing 
in areas of need that ambulances 
might not be able to get to.

“Our Alamosa fixed-wing 
team has built strong bonds in 
the local community and with 

our valued partners in care,” 
said Vicky Spediacci, Air Chief 
Operating Officer for Global 
Medical Response, West Group. 
“We are thrilled to strengthen those 
connections and provide additional 
support to the region through the 
opening of this base.”

The helicopter will be maintained 
by on-site aviation maintenance 
technicians and is configured 
with the latest avionics and safety 
features. The crew manning the 
helicopter will live and work out 
of the San Luis Valley, and partner 

with the ambulance crew to increase 
response time. In addition, the 
helicopter will work alongside the 
fixed-wing located at the airport, 
which can go greater distances while 
carrying more weight.

“We here at SLV Health work 
each day at being a trusted partner 
in health for the San Luis Valley,” 
Martin said. “We are excited and 
honored to partner with Eagle Air 
Med in bringing a helicopter to our 
community.” For more information 
about SLV Health, please go online 
to www.sanluisvalleyhealth.org.

Photo courtesy of SLV Health

SLV Health and Eagle Air Med is forming a partnership to bring emergency air medical transport to 
the residents of the San Luis Valley.

EAGLE
Continued from Page 1A

Photo courtesy South Fork Fire Rescue

A Monte Vista Coop propane truck wrecked on Wolf Creek Pass Tuesday, Sept. 
8, and remained on the side of the highway until the afternoon of Monday, June 
14, when it was finally extracted.

Wrecked propane truck on Wolf Creek extracted
length, coming to final rest on its 
passenger side. The driver was 
transported for injuries and treated 
at Rio Grande Hospital. Colorado 
State Patrol HAZMAT responded to 
the scene and secured the tanker.”

The semi remained on the side 
of Highway 160 until late Monday 
night when local tow companies 
were able to extract the vehicle. 
The highway was closed for a 
considerable amount of time, 

blocking long lines of traffic on 
both sides of wolf Creek Pass. The 
highway was finally opened later 
in the evening and crews were able 
to successfully remove the semi 
without incident. 

By lyndsie FeRRell

WOLF CREKK PASS- On Sept. 
8, at approximately 1:40 p.m., South 
Fork Fire Rescue crews responded 
to Highway 160 Mile Post 176 for 
a semi crash. The semi was hauling 
propane. While on standby during 
the investigation, fire crews also 
provided traffic control. 

According to Colorado State 

Patrol Officer Bryan Bouet, “Vehicle 
one, a Monte Vista Coop Propane 
truck, was headed eastbound on 
Colorado Highway 160. The vehicle 
lost control on the wet pavement 
and rolled one-quarter time onto its 
passenger side. The semi continued 
off the roadway sliding through the 
pullout and impacted some trees. 
Then continued sliding for a short 

ALAMOSA 
—  T h e 
Alamosa Police 
D e p a r t m e n t 
took a report 
Sept.  3 of a 
p o s s i b l e 
missing person. Selena Esquibel, 
19 is believed to be residing 
within the Alamosa city limits 
and is reportedly missing. She 
is 5 feet, 1 inch tall with brown 
hair and brown eyes and weighs 
approximately 150 pounds.

Anyone with information due 
to Selena’s location is encouraged 
to contact the APD Investigations 
Division at (719)-2548 during 
normal business hours or police 
dispatch at (719) 589-5807.

Alamosa 
woman missing

C O N E J O S 
— The Conejos 
County Sheriff’s 
Office (CCSO) and 
Colorado Bureau 
of Investigation 
are searching for 
Wilbert Archuleta, 
39, who has been missing since Aug. 14.

According to CCSO, Archuleta is an 
Aurora resident who came to the San 
Luis Valley to visit his father Aug. 10. 
Authorities say the last contact with his 
family was Aug. 14. He was expected 
to return to Aurora Aug. 18

Archuleta is a 5-foot-10-inch 
tall Hispanic male who weighs 
approximately 180 pounds. He has 
black hair and brown eyes with a goatee-
like beard. Archuleta also has a tattoo on 
his back and scar on his neck.

Anyone with information about 
Archuleta is asked to call the CCSO 
(719)-376-2196.

Archuleta missing 
after visit
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BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

I have known and worked with many 

women in the feedlot business.  Some as 

cowboys, some as vets, some as lay doctors, as 

cattle processors, feed truck drivers, foremen 

(or forepersons) and managers (or should that 

be womanagers?).

Lest you think I’m going to waste your 

time with a commentary on cute political 

correctness witticisms, relax, I’m not.  Nor 

do the feedlot women I know waste their 

time with political correctness.  I think I’d 

be safe in saying affirmative action doesn’t 
have much impact in the typical feedlot.  The 

women working there earn their place.

And it is a chauvinist world.  But the big 

equalizer is animals.  The crew can tell in a 

hurry if a new person knows how to handle 

stock.  Should some macho bluffer start pickin’ 

on a new woman and she turns out to be a good 

hand, he’ll back off (or the crew will straighten 

him out.)  A good hand, regardless of gender is 

recognized and welcome. It’s been said, and I 

tend to agree, that women seem to have more 

empathy with animals, even feedlot animals.  

It’s noticeable in the sick pens, in the processing 

area, loading fats and raising orphan calves.

There are exceptions in both genders, of 

course.  There are plenty of men who don’t 

feel the need to jab a new steer two times with 

a hot shot before the tailgate opens ahead of 

them.  There are men who exercise patience 

when pulling a calf from some fat pregnant 

feedlot heifer.  And there are men who have 

some compassion for a beast in trouble.

On the other hand, there are women who 

treat cattle like inanimate objects or judge a 

good day by the number of head processed 

rather than how much unneeded stress was 

created. If women are easier on cattle maybe 

it’s the mother instinct.  

Workin’ feedlot cattle requires more 

stamina than strength.  We have hydraulic 

squeeze chutes, front end loaders, nose 

tongs, horses, pulleys, push gates and hot 

shots which allow humans to handle critters 

considerably bigger and stronger than them. 

But it takes stamina to process or doctor eight 

hours a day for three weeks straight.  Women 

are long on stamina.

One of the biggest deterrents for women 

has always been that ground work in a feedlot 

is a dirty job, fraught with smashed fingers, 
stepped-on toes and pucky in your hair.  But 

plenty of women can handle it.  And to our 

industry’s credit they are receiving equal 

opportunity for advancement. For a bunch of 

chauvinistic cowboys that has been a big step.

If she’s the best cowboy in the feedyard 

and everybody knows it, she deserves the 

pay and the promotion.  ‘Cause in the end, as 

every manager knows, it’s just good business.

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-

ian and irregular commentator on National 

Public Radio, is America’s best-selling cowboy 

poet. He is a frequent performer at national 

stock shows and rodeos as well as in many 

smaller local events. He is author of several 

books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and 

Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com

By chelsea mcneRney-
maRtineZ

MONTE VISTA - The Vali 3 
Theater Advisory Board would 
like to extend its thanks to the 
Monte Vista Community and 
especially to Ray and Colette Skeff 
for their generosity and support. 
The customers who have brought 
in donations, donated through our 
GoFundMe page or showed their 
support by purchasing concessions 
Saturday evenings have been 
essential to the success of the 
Vali Theater and keeping it open 
through the COVID-19 closures 
and the difficulties caused by the 

broken projector. Thanks to the 
generosity of the Skeffs, who 
purchased a brand-new laser based 
8S Projector, the theater will be 
reopening Friday, Sept. 18, for 
movies at its regular showtimes, 
7 p.m. Friday and Saturday nights 
and 5 p.m. Sundays. Current public 
health regulations limit the theater 
to 50 percent of its capacity. 
Moviegoers are encouraged to 
arrive early. The theater plans 
to show “I Still Believe” its first 
weekend. The projector is installed 
and the threater ready to show 
movies once again with popcorn 
and snacks.

Cruisin’ the Canyon Car 
Show this weekend

CREEDE - Fall is on the horizon for 
Creede and as the warm summer days 
give way to the cool autumn nights, 
the town will also be getting ready 
for their annual Cruising the Canyon 

Car Show. For the past 12 years, the 
Holy Moses Gift Shop in partnership 
with the Creede and Mineral County 
Chamber of Commerce have brought 
some of the most beautiful vehicles to 

the area to enjoy fall colors and a drive 
along the scenic Silver Thread Byway 
outside of Creede. 

The event was started by Holy Moses 
Please see CRUISIN’ on Page 3

Vali Theater 
reopens Friday, 

Sept. 18
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October 23, 24 & 25, 2020 
Monte Vista Rotary Club

Annual Outdoor & Gun Show
The McMullen Building at Ski-Hi Park in Monte Vista  

Admission $10/person, Accompanied Children under 12 are free
50% off Second-Day Entry with proof of previous day’s entry!

Friday, October 23 4-8 p.m.
Saturday, October 24   9 a.m.-5 p.m

and Sunday, October 25  10 a.m.-2 p.m.

• Vendors, Informational Booths and Food!
• All proceeds from this fundraising event go toward the Rotary 
Club’s Community Projects, including two annual scholarships!

For more information
visit montevistarotary.wixsite.com/gunshow or contact Monte 

Vista Rotary Club President Dr. David Hinkley at (719) 852-3442

Saturdays at the corner of 
6th Street & State Avenue  

Masks 

Required

8-8:30 a.m. open for 
COVID high risk shoppers

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
open to general public

Monte Vista 
Farmers Market 

Corner of First Ave. & Jefferson St. 

Fridays through Sept. 18
9 a.m.-1 p.m. 

• Local Produce, Local Arts & Crafts, 

Baked Goods and More! 

• We accept SNAP and Double-Up Food 

Bucks 

Like us on Facebook @ MonteVistaFarmersMarket 

or email montefarmersmarket@gmail.com

PEAK MOTORSPORTS
2901 ADCOCK BLVD • ALAMOSA CO

719-587-4039
Open 8:30 - 5:30 Tues-Fri • 8:30 - 3:00 Sat.

A PERFECT FIT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

MONTE VISTA - The Monte Vista 
Rotary Club is pleased to announce 
their Annual Outdoor & Gun show 
at Ski Hi Park  (McMullen Building) 
in Monte Vista on Friday, Oct. 23 
(4p.m.-8p.m.), Saturday, Oct. 24 
(9a.m.-5p.m.) and Sunday, Oct. 25 
(10 a.m.-2 p.m.). This fun filled event 
will feature vendors, information 
and food. Admission is only $10 per 
day and accompanied children under 
12 are free. If you attend Saturday, 
Sunday admission is 50 percent off. 
In previous years, the show has had 
dozens of vendors with a wide array of 
outdoor, camping, survival equipment 
and of course a large variety of guns.  

Founded in 1920, the Monte Vista 
Rotary Club has been serving the San 
Luis Valley and supporting national 
and international humanitarian 
projects ever since. In addition to 
the annual Outdoor and Gun Show, 
ongoing projects and community 
financial support include the annual 
Chuck Wagon Dinner at Stampede, 
Colorado State Highway Cleanup 
Project, Student Foreign Exchange 
Hosts, Sargent and Monte Vista 
Schools after prom, Memorial Day 
Cemetery Cleanup, Faith Hinkley 
Memorial & Veteran’s Park, Creede 
Reparatory Theater, an orphanage in 
Mexico, SLV Science Fair and Book 
Scholarships for Adams State and 
Trinidad State students. The Monte 
Vista Rotary organized a community 
project where the proceeds from past 
shows were used to provide body 
armor for the Rio Grande County 
Sheriff’s Department. 

MV Rotary holding annual gun show in October

Monte Vista Rotary supports 
ongoing Rotary International projects 
including support for the Rotary 
International Polio Plus program. This 
program has reduced polio cases by 
99.9 percent worldwide since their 
first project to vaccinate children in 
the Philippines in 1979. Rotarians 
have helped immunize more than 
2.5 billion children against polio in 

122 countries. 
100% of the proceeds from this 

fundraising event will go toward the 
Monte Vista Rotary’s community 
projects. 

The Monte Vista Rotary Club 
meets on Tuesdays at noon at Dos 
Rios Restaurant. Come join us! For 
more information visit our website 
montevistarotary.wix.com

Table space for vendors is still 
available. For more information 
visit the Monte Vista Rotary Club 

at montevistarotary.wixsite.com/
gunshow or contact Dr. Hinkley at 
(719)852-3442.  

In Print & Online

Valley Publishing

719-852-3531

Gateway to the Silver Thread

JOURNAL

1892 - 2020 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’

“Gateway to the San Juans”
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No contracts, no hidden fees
• Residential Service (96 gallon rolling containers)

• Commercial Containers (1YD-6YD Dumpsters)

• Roll-Off “Construction Site” Dumpsters (20YD-30YD)

• Curbside, single-stream recycling available

Services available for residents and commercial pick-up in 
and around Creede, South Fork, Del Norte and Monte Vista

For a full list of recyclable items see www.
mdswasteandrecycle.com/services/recycling-services/

Call (719)658-3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Let’s Talk Trash

owners Vicki and Nick Kulyk as a way 
to bring people to the area during the 
slow season in Creede and the event has 
turned into an area favorite. The small 
community will be hopping to decade 
music from the 50s, 60s, 70s and 80s as 
guests enjoy a day full of antique and 
beautifully restored vintage cars and 
trucks of all makes and models. It is a 
great way to get out to enjoy a blast from 
the past and see the fall colors as they 
begin to change in the San Juan and La 
Garita Mountains.

The event starts Friday night, Sept. 
18 with a pre-registration party at the 
visitor center located south of Creede. 
Participating vehicle owners can come 
out to mingle with the public and enjoy 
some light refreshments as they prepare 
for the show Saturday.

Saturday morning will start off with 
more registration at 8 a.m. at the Mineral 
County Courthouse. The show starts 
off at 10 and will last until the awards 

ceremony at 3 p.m. Guests can come 
enjoy the last few days of the Creede 
Repertory Theatre’s season, walk the 
many shops and enjoy a delicious meal 
at any one of the restaurants that will be 
open for the event. 

On Saturday afternoon after the award 
ceremony, guests and vehicle owners 
are invited to participate in the annual 
Rod Run up Highway 149 toward the 
Freemon’s Store and North Clear Creek 
Falls. The road weaves in and out of some 
spectacular country that is surrounded 
by aspen groves that will be beginning 
to change into their autumn attire.

These events are subject to change 
and all guests and participants are 
asked to keep to social distancing 
requirements as well as wear face 
coverings when enjoying any event. 
Up to date information can be found 
on the Creede and Mineral County 
Chamber of Commerce website at 
www.creede.com.

CRUISIN’ Continued from Page 1

RGNF announces temporary road 
closures for Park Creek area

The temporary road closures include the loop connection between Forest Service Road (FSR) 390 (Pass Creek/
Tucker Ponds) and FSR 380 (Park Creek). The closures are expected to last for several days. Additionally, the 
existing parking lot across the Park Creek Bridge will be closed

SOUTH FORK – The Divide Ranger 
District announced temporary road 
closures for the Park Creek area will 
occur sometime between Sept. 10 to 
19, 2020 to allow for improvements to 
the creek crossing and parking lot. The 
specific dates will be posted on the Rio 
Grande National Forest Facebook page 
when the contractor determines the final 
project dates.

The closures include the loop 
connection between Forest Service 
Road (FSR) 390 (Pass Creek/Tucker 
Ponds) and FSR 380 (Park Creek). The 
closures are expected to last for several 

days. Additionally, the existing parking 
lot across the Park Creek Bridge will be 
closed during this timeframe to allow for 
parking lot expansion and improvement.

Users will still be able to utilize 
FSRs 834 and 835 to connect between 
Pass Creek and Park Creek during the 
closures.

The crossing and parking lot 
improvement are part of a larger effort 
between the Forest Service, the Colorado 
Rio Grande Restoration Foundation, 
Colorado Water Conservation Board 
(CWCB) and the San Luis Valley 
Conservation and Connection Initiative. 

“I am very excited to be working together 
with our partners to protect riparian 
resources,” said Divide District Ranger, 
Martha Williamson. “This project will 
help strike a balance between providing 
for continued and improved recreational 
opportunities in the Park Creek Drainage 
and providing resource protection.”

The roads can be found on the Divide 
Ranger District Motor Vehicle Use Map 
(MVUM). Each district on the Rio 
Grande National Forest has an MVUM 
which regulates all motorized travel on 
the district. MVUMS are available at 
Rio Grande National Forest Offices 
and online at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/
main/riogrande/maps-pubs

For more information, contact the 
Divide Ranger District at 719-850-2374.
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment 
Options

We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items must
 be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page
Bella is a 3 year old, brindle, pit bull 
breed. She is a highly active gal and 
would needs lots of exercise. She 
requires a large yard with a fence 
at least 6ft tall. Bella can be a bit 
cautious when first meeting new 
people. She warms up quickly. She 
can be very vocal when she wants 
your attention or sees other dogs 
that she does not know. She does do 
well with other dogs on a leash to 
leash greeting. She has very playful 
responses and we feel she has wonderful potential. Bella 
does have simple training like listening to commands, but 
defiantly could benefit with more.

Ginger is a 3 year old, lab/retriever/dober-
man mix. She is moderately to highly 
active, so she will require lots of exercise. 
She is a digger and a high jumper, so she 
will also require a special fence to keep 
her from escaping either way.She has po-
tential to get along with other dogs, but she 
does take a while to get to know them and 
feel comfortable with them. She will need 

lots of introductions and visiting time with any other poten-
tial animals she may be around. Absolutely no small animals 
though, they are prey to her. Ginger is a very loving dog and 
loves all people she meets. Her favorite thing to do is stand 
up and hug everybody when she wants their attention.  She 
can be a very vocal girl when she wants/needs something.

Sharon is a 13 year old, 
Boxer/Shar Pei mix 
looking for her forever 
foster home. She has 
some sight impairment 
but can still mostly 
see. She is not a very 
active gal, and requires 
moderate exercise. She 
does need a fenced 
in yard, but does not 
dig or jump in our 
experience. Sharon 
is extremely cautious of new people and 
takes quite some time to open up. She will 
require dedicated visitations before going 
home. She tends to be intolerant to other 
dogs barking a lot and in turn will bark 
back. She has not shown any aggression 
towards any other dogs but hasn’t met 
many. She tends to be a very clean girl and 
relaxes most of her day. 

Diva is a 
2 year old, 
female, 
American 
Bulldog/
Boxer 
mix. She 
is a highly 
active girl 
and would 
require 
lots of ex-

ercise. She would do best with a very 
large fenced in yard at least 6ft tall. 
She is a very friendly gal and loves 
all people she meets. She does great 
with kids as well. She does good with 
other dogs and cats. Diva will need 
some basic training, but is a great dog 
all around. 

Billy is a 7 year 
old male Boxer. 
He has a small 
tumor on his 
right side by 
his ribs. He has 
seen a vet for 
it and they feel 
he has nothing 
to worry about. 
He is moderately active, and requires 
moderate amount of exercise. He will 
need a fenced in yard at least 6ft. He 
can be shy when first meeting new 
people but his personality blossoms 
once he is comfortable. He does pretty 
good so far with meeting new dogs but 
can be cautious of them at first. Billy 
is generally a pretty quiet guy, and 
loves to chew on rawhides.

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLERS: 5 miles west 
of Del Norte on HWY 160.  719-657-
0942 (9/16)TFN 

07 Help Wanted
Rio Grande Club & Resort in 
South Fork is hiring full-time line/
prep cook, competitive pay and golf 
benefits. Position may transition to 
part-time in the off season. Call 719-
873-1995 to inquire or stop by to fill 
out an application at 285 Rio Grande 
Club Trail, South Fork. (9/23)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill a 
full-time position for Receptionist/
Loan Assistant.  Primary duties will 
be to welcome customers both on 
the phone and in the lobby as well as 
provide support to lenders.  Successful 
candidate will have a bright personal-
ity, be a good problem solver and will-
ing to learn.  The position is permanent, 
full-time, M – F, 8am – 5pm with a 
robust benefits package.  Application 
available at TrueLocalBank.com/ca-
reers or inquire at 719-657-3376 and 
ask for Mike.   EOE. (O9/23)

“Are you retired and wanting to give 
back to the community or would 
like to break up your day and do 
something SPECTACULAR and 
rewarding? Looking for a volunteer, 
approximately one (1) hour per day, 
Monday through Friday delivering 
meals in Monte Vista to older adults 
homebound in our community. We are 
looking for someone committed and 
wanting to share your time for those 
in need. Please contact South-Central 
Colorado Seniors your local Area 
Agency on Aging for more details. 
719-589-4511.”( 9/23)

Experienced Prep Cook-Monte 
Vista: PT – Currently 8:00 to 1:00; 
Mon-Fri; food prep for daily menus; 
works with Head Cook. Applications 

and job description can be picked up at 

1116 3rd Street, Alamosa, CO (South-
Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., Area 
Agency on Aging) or call 719-589-
4511 for more information.(9/23)

WANTED:  Saguache County Road 
and Bridge is hiring for Operator I 
positions.

REQUIREMENTS:  Applicants 
must possess a current Class-A 
CDL license with heavy semi-truck 
endorsement and a current medical 
certificate.  Applicants should have a 
high school diploma or GED and six 
months or more of relevant experi-
ence.  Prospective employees applying 
with Saguache County will be required 
to submit and pass a pre-employment 
drug screening and criminal back-
ground check. Operator I is a full time 
position – applicants must be able to 
operate light and heavy equipment and 
perform manual labor in the mainte-
nance, repair and minor construction 
of roads, streets, bridges, signs, mark-
ings and related facilities.  Applicants 
must be physically capable of periods 
of sustained physical exertion and 
may be required to lift and move up 
to 75 lbs. to 150 lbs. Applications are 
available at the Saguache County Road 
and Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  81149 – 719-
655-2554 or on the Saguache County 
website – www.saguachecounty.net 
under the Road and Bridge Depart-
ment tab.  Please fill out and submit the 
Drivers-Application.  A complete job 
description is also available at the Road 
and Bridge Office. Completed applica-
tions can be hand delivered or mailed to 
Saguache County Road and Bridge – at 
the address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-co.
gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. AP-
PLICATION DEADLINE: Open until 
qualified candidates are hired. Sagua-
che County is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (10/01)

Saguache County Road and Bridge is 
hiring for a Full Time Utility Person. 
REQUIREMENTS:  Applicants 
must be 18 years of age and have a 
valid driver’s license.  Prospective 
employees applying with Saguache 
County will be required to submit and 
pass a pre-employment drug screening 
and criminal background check. Util-
ity Person position – applicants will be 
performing a wide variety of manual 
and limited semi-skilled tasks such as 
building and grounds construction, 
maintenance and repair work.  Works 
as a flagman on maintenance projects 
and performs other work as assigned.  
Must have knowledge of common hand 
and power tools, shovels, wrenches 
and radios.  Must be able to lift 25 to 
50 pounds.  Will be required to work in 

various climate conditions and be able 
to stand for long periods of time.  Work 
is subject to supervision and inspection 
by the shop foreman.  Applications are 
available at the Saguache County Road 
and Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  81149 – 719-
655-2554 or on the Saguache County 
website – www.saguachecounty.net 
under the Road and Bridge Department 
tab Completed applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache County 
Road and Bridge – at the address listed 
above, sent by email to mhashbarg-
er@saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed 
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until a qualified 
candidate is hired. Saguache County is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Wolf Creek Ski Area is accepting ap-

plications for all departments: retail, ski 
school, lifts, ski patrol, base operations, 
ticket office, food and beverage, rental 
and snow reporting.  Applications can 
be downloaded from WolfCreekSki.
com employment page.  Send resumes 
and applications to wolfcreekski@
wolfcreekski.com or P.O. Box 2800, 
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. All jobs 
are winter seasonal (November - April) 
with competitive wages.

10 Apartments for Rent
Two bedroom, fully furnished apart-
ment in Monte Vista No Pets No 
Smoking only serious inquiries 719 
588 2840 (9/30)

12 House for Rent
Country Living Del Norte or South 
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Valley Wide Classifieds

Fall Hours Start September 1!
Open Daily 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

658-2848
121 N. Main• Creede

THEHOLY
MOSES

Cruise on up 
to Creede for a 
great selection 

of  Autumn 
items! 

Celebrating
44 Years!

Fork 3-bedroom 1 bath $700 per 
Month $700 Deposit. NO Pets 719-
580-5400. (9-23)

Monte Vista cozy 1-bedroom on 
Dennis Street by schools $550/
Month, $550/Deposit. NO Pets. 719-
580-5400

13 Mobile Homes for Rent
2-bedroom 1 bath partially fur-
nished 7 miles from Villa Grove 
$800-1000 per month plus utilites 
719-395-2800. 9/23

17 Real Estate For Sale
PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59 
acres with center pivot, new 60X120 
steel shop, 2 ½ shares of Rio Grande 
Canal, 2000 GPM well, 2 miles from 
Center.  Priced to Sell, Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 719-
580-0770. (TFN)

11 circles in Center area with excel-
lent potato ground, excellent wells 
and water rights, high production, 
sandy soil, 2 homes, shop, potato 
storage, first time ever on market 
and sold as full unit. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, LLC 719-
580-0770. Serious inquires only (TFN)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 acres 
with top water rights, production, 
1.2 miles of Rio Grande River and ½ 
mile of Conejos River.  $1,750,000.  
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770 (TFN)

Pastureland, 397 acres in north of 
Monte Vista Airport on County Line 
Road with good grass and location.  
Also contains a huge amount of  gravel 
on the property  $525,000.00  call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty, 
Inc 719-580-0770. (TFN)

Park model, South Fork:  $45,000, 
1br 1ba,Colorado room, porch, shed, 
carport. Roger 505 554 0684 (10/14)

21 Mobile Homes
Double-Wide Mobile Home in Del 
Norte recently remodeled. Setup in 
park already $54,000. Call 405-250-
4508. (9/16)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (09/30 
TFN)

24 Garage Sales
Estate Sale September 19th and 20th 
8:00am to 5:00pm. County Road 8.5 
Mogote, Co across from Twin Rivers 
Camp Ground. Furniture, Bradford 
Exchange Dragon Collection + Foun-
tains. CD’s, Kitchen ware, Jewlery, A 
10x10’ Golf Simulator and a 5th wheel 
camper. Lots of other items. Call for 
information (719)376-2455. 

26 Antiques
Large collection original Wallace 
Westward Ho china, patterns Ro-
deo and Boots/Saddle.  Includes 
coordinating pieces by Iroquois and 

Inca Ware. Email valwhitcomb@ya-
hoo.com for information. (9/30)

33 Building Materials
Patio Doors, 6’, 5’ open on right side. 
Dual pane, white. Call (719)480-9822. 
(09/30)

36 Miscellaneous 
240 Watt Solar Panels Only $.59 Per 
Watt! Bontragers 9726 S.  County 
Road 3 E Monte Vista Co 81144. 
(10/01)

Henry MAGA Trump Rifle Se-
rial Number 2020 Trump .22 caliber 
Large Loop NIB $899 719-480-8823. 
(9/16)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrigera-
tors and Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte 
Vista. (719)852-0500 (10/29)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent proof. 
8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Healdworks, 
Inc. – Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (10/01 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND 
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers and Batteries in 
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum, 
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable 
and PV Wire. Thank you for Buying 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. 
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 
(TFN) (10/29)

44 Farm Services
POTATO STORAGE rent or 
buy 26,000 cwt capacity in Center. 
Good. $28,800.00 or $16,900 rent 

OBO. (719)588-2425 (10/21)

48 Pets & Supplies
Pure Bread Male German Shepard 
all shots and Microshiped puppies 
$400 719-849-8078. (9/23)

Baby Pit Bulls Need Good Homes 
Please Call for price and more info 
719-849-1494.(9/30)

50 Livestock 
HERITAGE BREED TURKEY 
POULTS - Burbon Reds from free 
range parents. $20 for 1 - $15 each ad-
ditional, 7 for $100. Going fast. Ready 
to butcher at 28 weeks (toms average 
30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) Straight run only. 
719-850-2832 (9/30)

54 Snowmobiles/ATV’s
Polaris Sportsman 500 ATV ex-
cellent shape, recently serviced 
4,000 miles, Creede. 719-850-0863. 
$2,500.00 FIRM (9/23)

55 RVs & Campers
2008 Cirrus ultra-light travel trailer, 
24’. Outdoor Grill and Shower, slide 
out, new mattress, big bathroom, and  
oven. Had No Kids, Smokers or pets. 
$7,750.00 Call 719-655-2289(10/08) 

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR JUNK 
CARS & TRUCKS: We pickup, no 
title ok. 719-937-7935. (TFN2-21)

60 Classic Cars
1985 Chevy El Camino Foose Cus-
tom Body -Interior-Engine 350 CJD 
Automatic Beautiful Car $12,500 
OBO.719-496-1065 (10/01)

1985 Chevy El Camino 350 Engine 
Automatic Very Clean New Paint, 
Custom under Hood $9,500 OBO 719-
496-1065. (10/01)

65 Professional Services
LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. Quick 
service. Call anytime, available week-
ends and evenings. 719-580-0033 or 

719-376-2593. (09/23)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 
Professional installation. Guaranteed 
lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-
1403. (08/01/2020 TFN)

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Daily 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
OPENThe Holy Moses

Please wear a mask.

Fall is in the air 
and we’re stocked 

with a variety 
of seasonal 

specialties! Don’t 
forget the Cruisin’ 

the Canyon Car 
Show on Sept. 19th!
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 Harvest 2020

PEPPER EQUIPMENT CORP.
Full Lines of Produce Packaging Equipment,

Custom Equipment Sales, Installation, Service

719.852.4092 • pepperequipmentco.com 

0931 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista

We provide the highest 
quality equipment for the 

produce industry, giving our 
customers an excellent value 
in return for their investment.

2485 East Rd. 4 North • Monte Vista
719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling & Brett Hemmerling

Buying Feed Barley, 
Wheat and Oats

Winter Triticale, Wheat & Rye Seed
Best Twine Prices in the Valley!

WATER…
It’s the Life Blood of Our Valley

With our current decline in the water supply, it is 
everyone’s responsibility to conserve & use it wisely!

Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District

589-6301
8805 Independence Way • Alamosa

By lyndsie FeRRell

SAN LUIS VALLEY- Jim and 
Lisa Strang, owners of Green Acres 
Hemp Farm, finished their season 
with 2 acres of harvest, which 
according to Jim, is plenty for their 
growing business. Strang stated 
that the year has been successful 
regardless of the drop in the hemp 
market after the legalization of 
hemp in the U.S. which has caused 
some issues for other growers.

“Hemp was legalized about a 
year and a half ago and the market 
was over saturated with growers. 
We saw a little bit of a decline in 
customers because there were so 
many hemp companies hitting the 
sales market, but we ended the year 
strong and we have no intentions of 
giving up. In fact, I think we will 
be able to stay ahead of the decline 
and keep our business strong.”

Strang also spent the year 
building a new runway that will be 
finished at the end of September. 
“I went ahead and got my pilot’s 
license at the beginning of this 
year and plan to make deliveries 
because of how the situation is 
with the Postal Service right now. 
Buyers will be able to make their 

Jim and Lisa Strang alongside of their hemp crop before it’s harvested.

Green Acres Hemp Farm reaches for new heights
orders and I can deliver to airports 
and meet my customers there in 
some situations.”

The runway has been approved 
and registered with the FAA. “We 
are calling it Green Acres Airport 
and it will be on all the FAA flight 
navigation systems and maps. It is 
super cool, and we are excited to 
get it off the ground.”

Green Acres Hemp Farm will also 
begin using MTC infused oil, also 
known as pure coconut oil in their 
products in place of the olive oil 
they typically use. 

Strang explained that though the 
hemp business is doing well, he 
spent a majority of his time this 
past year creating a device that 
will help motorcyclists across the 
country deal with traffic lights and 
plans to add to his business after 
getting the invention, started by his 
father, patented. “My dad was the 
one who actually started inventing 
the Signal-Matic and it was a really 
great opportunity to be able to 
finish his legacy. Every time I think 
about it, I get goosebumps because 
I know he would be proud.”

Basically, the device allows 
motorcycles to approach a traffic 
light, push a button on the small 
device which notifies the traffic 
light that there is a vehicle waiting 
for the light to change. Most traffic 
lights are triggered by the weight 
of a regular vehicle and because 
motorcycles do not weigh as much 
as say, a regular car or truck, they 
often get left at lights that do not 
change.

“This is going to add to our 
already established business, and 

I do not plan on giving up Green 
Acres Hemp Farm. We will always 
be here to help those who need it 
with our CBD products, this new 
venture is just another way to help 
people.”

The Signal-Matic is in the 
process of being manufactured 
and should be ready for sale soon. 
For more information please visit 
www.signal-matic.com

The Green Acres Hemp website 

is down for repairs, Strang plans 
to have a new site up and running 
soon. In the meantime, those 
interested in products can call the 
main phone number at 719-206-
HEMP (4367).
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719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

LENCO
GRIMME
SPUDNIK
NEW HOUSE
Greentronics
Agparts
Black Ace
Broekema
Kryptane
Noffsinger
Lemken
Hydraulic Systems

LENCO WEST, Inc.

121 N. Broadway

Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-0299

* Committed to Quality & Service

Justin Pepper - President
(719) 850-0126 Cell

Stone’s Farm 
Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres

719-754-3453

For your input needs
• Fertilizer
• Chemicals
• Custom Application
• Equipment

We have provided Variable rate Fertilizer application 
since 1997. Come in and find out how our service can 
meet your needs. We are open as often as you need 

us. Stop by, the coffee is always on.

Commercial 
Application 

Available

Have a Safe Harvest

WWW.USTRACTOR.COM

701 West Avenue
Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-4962

3025 West Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625
(970) 824- 6163

1984 HWY 6 & 50
Fruita CO 81521
(970) 241-5566

1345 North Hwy 285
Monte Vista, CO 811 44

(719) 852-5928

4766 N Townsend Ave
Montrose, CO 81401

(970) 249-4990

1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista 852-0353

Don Wenta, Owner

All lines of CIPC, DMN, 
EC, Biox and Sanitizers

Consultants and QS’s (State Certified in Stored Commodities)

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Wenta Nip &
Sanitizing, llc

USDA Reminds 
Farmers of Sept. 30 
deadline to update 

Safety-Net

Program Crop Yields
UNITED STATES - USDA’s Farm 

Service Agency (FSA) reminds farm 
owners that they have a one-time 
opportunity to update Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) program yields for 
covered commodities on the farm. 
The deadline is Sept. 30, 2020, to 
update yields, which are used to 
calculate the PLC payments for 
2020 through 2023. Additionally, 
producers who elected Agriculture 
Risk Coverage (ARC) should also 
consider updating their yields.

Don’t miss this one-time opportunity - first since 2014
“The last time farmers could update 

yields for these important safety-net 
programs was in 2014,” said FSA 
Administrator Richard Fordyce. “It 
is the farm owner’s choice whether to 
update or keep existing yields. So, if 
you rent, you’ll need to communicate 
with your landlord who will be the 
one to sign off on the yield updates.”

Updating yields requires the 
signature of one owner on a farm 
and not all owners. If a yield update 
is not made, no action is required to 
maintain the existing base crop yield 
on file with FSA.

For program payments, updated 
yields will apply beginning with 
the 2020 crop year which, should 
payments trigger, will be paid out in 
October 2021.

Determining Yield Updates - The 
updated yield will be equal to 90% of 
the average yield per planted acre in 
crop years 2013-2017. That excludes 
any year where the applicable 
covered commodity was not planted 
and is subject to the ratio obtained 
by dividing the 2008-2012 average 
national yield by the 2013-2017 
average national yield for the covered 
commodity.

The list below provides covered 
commodities with the National Yield 
Factor by crop.

Barley 0.9437
Canola 0.9643 
Chickpeas, Large 1.0000
Chickpeas, Small 0.9760
Corn 0.9000
Flaxseed 1.0000

Lentils 1.0000
Mustard Seed 0.9460
Oats  0.9524
Peanuts 0.9273
Peas, Dry 0.9988
Rapeseed 1.0000
Safflower 1.0000
Sesame Seed 0.9673
Soybeans 0.9000
Sunflower Seed 0.9396
Wheat 0.9545

If the reported yield in any year is 
less than 75 percent of the 2013-2017 
average county yield, the yield will 
be substituted with 75 percent of the 
county average yield.

More information - PLC yields may 
be updated on a covered commodity-
by-covered commodity basis by 

submitting FSA form CCC-867 to 
include a farm owner’s signature. 
For more information, reference 
resources and decision tools, visit 
farmers.gov/arc-plc. Contact your 
local FSA county office for assistance 
at farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
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Top 10 Farm Safety Tips
1. Stay alert, and be aware of your surroundings.

2. Account for the mental and physical differences associated 
with age.

3. Be sure to include hazard and safety lessons when training 
workers.

4. No seat, no rider, no exceptions. Extra riders can cause 
distractions and block access to controls.

5. Use hydraulic equipment cautiously, and control operations 
from the tractor seat only.

6. Never attempt to unplug equipment while power is engaged.

7. Use safety identification markers, turn signals, flashing 
lights, and/or escort vehicles when driving farm equipment 
on public roads.

8. Carry a fire extinguisher on every piece of powered 
equipment.

9. Prepare a safe play area for children away from machinery.

10. Enforce basic safety rules for others, and follow them 
yourself.

Source: www.agriculture.state.pa.us/agriculture

We Have All Your Crop 
Chemical Supplies!
• Fungicides • Insecticides

• Herbicides
• Application & Fertilizer

852-3921
2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. 

Monte Vista

Ask about how we can meet all of your 
fall fertilizer and application needs!

National Farm Safety & Health Week
and National 4-H Week

Valley Publishing is proud to partner with these 
local agriculture businesses to remind readers 
of the importance of valuing safety for everyone 
involved during the harvest season and to 
recognize the up and coming farmers who will 
shape our world’s future for National 4-H Week. 

By lyndsie FeRRell

SAN LUIS VALLEY- The key-
note speaker for the Upper Rio 
Grande Economic Development 
meeting this Tuesday, Sept. 1, was 
Ciello and SLVREC Chief Tech-
nology Officer Monroe Johnson. 
Johnson gave a brief and infor-
mative PowerPoint presentation 
via Zoom which included updates 
on past and future projects within 
the company and some insight 
into how Ciello is handling its 
COVID-19 response.

Johnson began with an intro-
duction into the Ciello fiberoptic 
broadband projects in the Valley 
stating that the company has in-
stalled 630 miles of fiber plant 
with 14 more miles in progress. 
“I  am always excited to talk 
about what we are doing and 
what our current plans are, what 
our challenges are and where we 
are heading. Our goal is to make 
our fiberoptic broadband service 
available throughout the Valley. 
Today, we have a mixture of fiber 
and wireless service available and 
ultimately we want to get fiber 
deployed throughout the San Luis 
Valley.”

Johnson continued stating that 
the company has around 8,000 
“passings” of fiber, which he 
explained was fiber that has been 
installed along homes that are not 
necessarily connected to the fiber-
optic services, but that can access 
it and be connected to it if people 
choose. “For example, if we build 
down an alley in Del Norte with 
25 homes on each side of the alley, 
then we say we have 25 ‘passings.’ 
This is how many homes and busi-
nesses that our fiber has passed.”

Johnson stated that they also 
have 4,000 wireless “passings” 
including two public Wi-Fi loca-
tions that are located at Chapman 
Park in Monte Vista and La Jara 
Town Park with more possible 
public internet access locations 
in the works. “We are working on 
415 more “passings” right now. 
We have 110 wireless sectors de-
ployed, wireless deployed in all 
of our substations on the Valley 
floor and a few additional loca-
tions around Russell Lakes and 

Ciello’s service expansion continues
Villa Grove.”

“We have talked a lot in the past 
about redundancy out of the Val-
ley. We have four routes today; 
one over Poncha Pass, three routes 
over La Veta Pass and then we have 
fiber on top of Wolf Creek with 
additional work to be completed 
in the near future.”

Johnson explained that the com-
pany is in the process of convert-
ing their phone service to another 
phone provider out of Utah and 
that though the process has been 
a little rocky, they know that in 
the end it will be more beneficial 
to their phone service customers 
in the long run. “We have around 
2,500 phone numbers active with 

people on our network. We have 
recently upgraded to a new phone 
service provider out of Utah. This 
upgrade, or conversion, has frank-
ly been a little rocky. We have had 
quite a few issues with the conver-
sion and getting the two networks 
to operate. Ultimately, we still feel 
it will be a good thing for all of us 
because we have a lot more control 
and can respond to people’s needs 
much quicker.”

At the end of the presentation, 
Johnson touched a little bit on 
what the company has done in 
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and how they plan to move 
forward. Johnson stated that the 
company has postponed service 

disconnections and continues to 
work with people during this dif-
ficult time. The company has also 
worked closely with schools in the 
Valley including Center School 

District, Mountain Valley School 
District and Creede School district 
to ensure safe and secure online 
learning capabilities. 

719-852-3531
Call Today!

You’ll find yourself 
with money in your 
pocket and room in 

your garage when you 
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles 
Classifieds. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Z TEC Construction
5” - 6” SEAMLESS RAIN GUTTERS
Pole Buildings • Garages
FREE ESTIMATES

719-992-1396
Leave message

if no answer

County Line
Small Engine Repair

719-589-6466 • 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. • La Jara

IS YOUR EQUIPMENT READY FOR SUMMER?

Great Selection of Blades, 
Belts, Parts and more! Prices 

competitive with big box stores!

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Offering Fall specials on
Wildfire Mitigation

Foundations • Driveways • Fencing
Excavating and Retaining Walls

Contact James @ 303 946 7253

Kremer Contracting-Professional Home 
Builders and Construction Services

 Starter 

Package

$52999 
Minimum Install fee of $105*

500 Main Street, Alamosa, CO 81101 

(719) 589-5895

Other options also available.
Call for details.

Home & Office 
Security System

Includes: 
• 1 Keypad Panel (English) 

• 3 Door/Window Contacts 

• 1 Infrared Motion Detector 

• 1 Key Ring Remote

Shop Local! 

*Alamosa rate only, please call for outside area details

 SAN LUIS VALLEY– Valley-
Wide Health Systems is excited to 
announce the launch of our new 
transportation program. The Valley-
Wide Ride is a free transportation 
program for wellness and health 
related activities. 

The program is currently avail-
able in Alamosa, and began in the 
Buena Vista area Monday, Sept. 
14. Expansion plans include Ca-
ñon City, and in the Valley Wide 
Health Systems Arkansas Valley 
locations. Rides are available to 
anyone in the Alamosa and Monte 
Vista areas, and you don’t have to 
be a Valley-Wide patient to use the 
Ride. Passengers must be 18 years 
or older to ride alone, and minors 
must be accompanied by a parent 
or legal guardian. 

Reservations are required to 
secure a ride and should be made 
at least 24 hours in advance of the 
pick-up time, but Valley-Wide will 
try to accommodate some same-
day reservations. Patient visits to 
healthcare appointments will take 
precedence over all other ride types.

Ride pickups and drop-offs are 
available Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. 
– 7 p.m. Reservations can be made 
by calling 1-833-350-1113 and the 
reservation line is open Monday – 
Friday, 7 a.m. – 5p.m. Because the 
Valley-Wide Ride is free, services 
are limited to “health and well-
being” trips such as:

• Medical/Dental/Behavioral 
Health appointments

• Convenient Care/Hospital visits 
of non-emergent nature

• Prescription pick up
• Social Services (Anything re-

lated to Department of Human 
Services)

• Employment Services/Work-
force Centers

• Court House/Legal Services
• Grocery Stores
• Libraries
• Gyms
• Laundromats
• Valley-Wide is able to create this 

service due to a $50,000 Community 
Facilities Grant for patient transpor-
tation assistance. With this grant 
money, they purchased four sedans 
and hired four full-time drivers. 

For the safety of our riders and 
drivers, Valley-Wide has imple-
mented strict disinfection protocols 
for the service. Each time the driver 
drops off a passenger, the interior of 
the car is completely wiped down 
with sanitizing wipes that are to kill 
off bacteria and viruses, including 
the COVID-19 Coronavirus. We 
require all drivers and passengers 
to wear a mask while inside the car. 

Valley-Wide is thrilled to be able 
to bring this service to Alamosa and 
Monte Vista and looks forward to 
the future when Valley-Wide Ride 
can expand to other communities.

Valley-
Wide Ride 
expands to 

Monte Vista

 Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Come meet our New 
Manager, Angela 

Welcomes You!
Easy online ordering at

www.mountainpizzataproom.com!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Rated 5 Stars
“Lovely pizza placed 
tucked away in the 

mountains, super pleasant 
after a long hike. Friendly 

service, delicious pies, what 
else do you want?”

-Levi W., Google 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Haunted Creede bring 
chills and historical delight

By lyndsie FeRRell

CREEDE- A new book has been 
published that contains some of 
the most treasured stories of the 
historical mining town and it comes 
with a spooky twist. Haunted Creede 
by Kandra Payne, is a well written 
account of notorious stories from 
Creede’s past and adds a touch of 
fright to what some may consider 
the building blocks of the wild west 
town.

Payne is a fun and inventive writer 
who adds her own memories to 
the stories most known in the area 
including the death of Bob Ford, 
Freemon’s Guest Ranch and many 
others. Having grown up in the area, 
Payne uses her personal accounts of 
ghostly stories told to her by friends 
and family throughout the area and 
combines it with historical retellings 
of times long ago. 

According to her bio, “Payne 
is a native of Creede and holds a 
degree in drama from the Colorado 
College. She worked six seasons at 
the Creede repertory Theatre before 
becoming an equity stage manager. 
She has lived and worked in many 
of the great cities of this country, 
including Chicago, Seattle, New 
York, Washington D.C., and Los 
Angeles. Now a resident of Santa 
Fe, she still spends her summers in 
Creede, telling ghost stories to just 
about anyone who will listen.”

Payne formed the Creede Ghost 
Tour two years ago and after hearing 
countless requests from those who 
participated in the tours, decided 
to write all of her stories down and 
the results are nothing less than 
entertaining for those interested in 
the spooky past of Creede. 

Without giving much away about 

the book, one particular story will 
strike the reader with curiosity and 
give a splendid thrill to one of the 
town’s oldest buildings. The stories 
surrounding this particular property 
is one of the most enjoyable parts of 
the book and gives real life, current 
accounts of ghostly apparitions that 
still haunt the building today. 

In the story “The Many Spirits 
of the Zang (Creede Hotel),” Payne 
offers readers a chance to hear ghost 
stories told by employees and guests 
who have stayed at the hotel. It is only 
one section of the book that shares 
historical back stories, creating the 
perfect setting for a tale about ghosts 
who still visit the hotel today.

Payne is hosting three events in 
upcoming weeks beginning Sept. 14 at 
Basham Park at 3 p.m. Another event is 
a book launch party that will take place 
at one of the many locations Payne 
writes about in her book at Freemon’s 
Ranch on Sept. 19 at 2 p.m. and then 
will also host an online event from the 
Santa Fe Public Library on Sept. 30 
at 6 p.m. Be sure to take advantage of 
the book launch events!
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GET FIRED UP
for Winter

(719) 852-5181
www.mvcoop.com

1901 E Hwy 160 • Monte Vista

Community Committed
Agriculturally Driven

Sept. 14 - Oct. 10, 2020

STOVE SALE!
Wood Stoves

 Reg. Price SALE SAVINGS! 

Princess Ultra $3116 $264860 $46740 

King Ultra $3629 $308465 $54435 

Ashford 30 $2990 $254150 $44850 

King Parlor $3360 $2856 $504 

Princess Parlor $2930 $249050 $43950 

Sirocco 30 $2828 $240380 $42420

Pellet Stoves 

 Reg. Price SALE SAVINGS! 

Castile $3230 $290880 $32120 

Classic Bay $2720 $2448 $272 

Santa Fe 24 $2488 $223920 $24880 
Direct Vent Gas 

 Reg. Price SALE SAVINGS! 

Hudson Bay $2776 $249840 $27760 

Bayfield	 $2915 $262350 $29150 

Havelock $3395 $305550 $33950

New Listing! Charming Family Home,
Priced to Sell! 

4 bedroom • 2 bath • 1,850 sq. ft. • $215,000
Comfortable family home with large balcony to 

enjoy your mountain views!  Nice kitchen, stone fire-
place, wood-burning stove and beautiful bathrooms! MLS #758665

198 Elm Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Everything you could want from mountain living! 
4 bedrooms • 4.5 baths • 4,504 sq. ft.

• 6 acres •$888,000
Custom-built home in River Island Ranch 
with a built in theater, 5 car heated garage and 
2 car separate garage, screened-in porch, safe 
room, wet bar and much more! The yard has 
a sprinkler system and a fire pit, perfect for 
entertaining! POA includes access to fishing 
on the RIo Grande, road maintenance and 
snow removal. MLS #765728 

104 Explorer Way • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

New Listing! Golf Course Living at its finest! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,0978 sq. ft. • $379,000

Stunning views in all directions with huge windows, luxurious master suite, 
rock propane fireplace, high-end Jenn Air appliances, custom cabinetry, 
large stone patio for entertaining, 2-car garage and so much more! Rio 

Grande Club Membership and Home Furnishings negotiable. MLS #767109 
6827 Snead Ln • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Kazie Hayes, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
22 Jackson St. • South Fork

www.legendspremierproperties.com

MAJESTIC VIEWS ALL AROUND!

This truly unique and stunning home up against Na-
tional Forest is an entertainer’s dream come true. 
The design of the 6 levels creates a flow for the most 
accommodating Holiday Parties. This is a home 
both adults and children will love with an observa-
tion tower and an elevator. The landscaping is low 
maintenance and the interior has custom woodwork 
and logs that would make the greatest of carpenters 
swoon. The views from on top of Beaver Mountain 
are exquisite, you could spend countless hours just 
staring out the windows in the peace and privacy that 
surrounds this magnificent home.
 Beaver Mountain has County maintained paved 
Roads and is just 5 minutes from the middle of town. 
The Development is secluded with cameras at the en-
trance for security. Totally furnished and available for 
short term rentals. All you need is your tooth brush! 
MLS#772727 $950,000

4 bedroom • 3 bath • 2,492 sq. ft. • $377,500
Recently-built spacious home ready for your family! 

Enjoy 360 degree mountain views on an 1,800 sq. ft. deck
3-car garage and many more amenities! 
515 Mountain View Blvd. • Monte Vista 

MLS# 766729
Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Beautiful Home on 35 Acres SW of Monte Vista!

PRICE REDUCED!

5 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 3,216 sq. ft. •$630,000
Remodeled in 2016, the home has large, double-pane windows to 
enjoy the views, quartz counter tops, new stainless steel applianc-
es, a private master suite with amazing features and so many more 
unique details. Heated 3-car attached garage plus addtl. detached 
garage/tack room.  Established hay-meadow with surface water 

rights and 1.5 shares of Rio Grande Piedra ditch.
MLS# 769101

Porter Realty, 503 Main St. Alamosa
(719)589-5897 • mp@porterrealty.com

Fantastic Home on 40 Acres with Water!

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate
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852-5700 • 859 Acequia • Monte Vista

• Free Estimates

• Glasurit 
Waterborne 

Paint… 
Environmentally 

Friendly!

We care for your family’s safety
Debbie & Phinel Garcia know how precious your family is. So at Absolute Shine Auto Body 

& Paint safety of your vehicle is their specialty. Their comprehensive, professional auto 
repair services will restore your vehicle to its pre-accident condition, quickly & affordably. 

So you can get back to what’s important, transporting your family.

HISPANIC HERITAGE
  MONTH

Sept. 15 - Oct. 15

2020

Our history and heritage

Photo by Trey Spaulding

Located south of Monte Vista off highway 15 and to the west 6 miles on 
County Road 2S is the Rock Creek Cemetery which was established in 1874.

The world’s largest volcanic 
eruption occurred over 28 million 
years ago in the San Luis Valley. 
The eruption’s depression is known 
as the La Garita Caldera and spans 
22 miles wide by 62 miles long. 
Much of the caldera is located 
within Mineral County as it spans 
west of La Garita, Colorado to near 
the town of Creede.

Rich in beauty and adventure, 
the San Luis Valley has unique and 
abundant history, as well. Humans 
have inhabited and visited the 
area for more than 12,000 years. 
Archaeological evidence shows 
Paleoindians arrived near the end of 
the last ice age. The Nomads were 
hunters and gathers who hunted 
large mammals such as bison 
and wooly mammoths. Artifacts 
found in the Valley were generally 
associated with hunting and 
included spear points, butchering 
tools and small encampments. 

The Province of New Mexico, 
established in 1598 later dispatched 
explorers from its capital city of 

Santa Fe. Expeditions were sent 
out from Nueva Hispaña. In 1779, 
Don Juan Bautista de Anza traveled 
through the San Luis Valley and over 
Poncha Pass in an attempt to crush 
the Comanches, who threatened 
the New Mexican settlements. 
Other explorers entering the area 
included Don Juan de Oñate, Juan 
Maria Rivera, Juan Bautista Silva, 
Zebulon Montgomery Pike, Jacob 
Fowler, George Frederick Ruxton, 
John C. Fremont and John Williams 
Gunnison. The area was later 
administered as part of the province 
of Nuevo Mexico until the area was 
ceded to the United States in 1848 
by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
after the Mexican-American war. 

Farming
Drawn by the San Luis Valley’s 

abundant agricultural promise, 
s e t t l e r s  f i na l ly  e s t ab l i shed 
communities in the 1850s. Farmers 
developed irrigation systems, as 
well as traditional communities. 
The People’s Ditch at San Luis 
is Colorado’s earliest adjudicated 

water right.
Mexican land grants, aimed 

at filling the area with settlers, 
remained virtually empty until 
the area became U.S. territory in 
1848. The Sangre de Cristo Land 
Grant was established in 1851 and 
settlers moved in.

The first permanent settlement 
in Colorado, San Luis de la 
Culebra, now known as San Luis, 
was established in 1851 along 
the Rio Culebra on the Sangre de 
Cristo Grant. Garcia would’ve 
been the first town but was never 
incorporated. 

San Luis was established in 1849 
and named when its post office 
opened.

Fort Massachusetts, was built 
north of San Luis in 1852 to protect 
the early settlements but was 
unsuitable leading to the creation 
of Fort Garland. 

Across the vast valley, Hispanic 
families who left the Santa Fe area 
founded La Loma de San Jose, near 
the present town of Del Norte. 

In 1859 irrigation ditches were 
built and farming followed. More 
farms were started in the 1880s 
near Hooper when large-scale 
irrigation systems were built near 

Monte Vista.
Center, believed to be the middle 

of the Valley, was established in the 
1890s, and has continually been 
a farming community to this day.

Los Caminos 
Antiquos

The best way to view the Valley is to 
take one of the scenic and historic byways. 
These roads are recognized due to their 
archaeological, cultural, historic, natural, 
recreational and scenic qualities.

Los Caminos Antiguos
Los Caminos Antiguos (“The Ancient 

Roads”) is the best route to follow through 
the Valley floor – the northern outpost of 
16th century Spanish territorial expansion. 
Begin the tour in the hub of the San Luis 
Valley, Alamosa; then venture to the Great 
Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve to 

experience the ever-changing landscape. 
The sand resting at the base of the Sangre 
de Cristo mountains is a beautiful, but per-
plexing site. 

Travel south to visit Fort Garland; then 
15 miles south on Highway 159 lies San 
Luis, the oldest town in Colorado. Continue 
the tour into Conejos County and board 
the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad 

in  Antoni to  for 
a  narrow-gauge 
railroad experi-
ence .  The  tou r 
is complete with 
beaut i ful  views 
at the top of La 
Manga Pass.

22 exhibits ex-
plain the natural 
and historical sig-
nificance of the 
many points  of 
interest along the 
route.

Driving t ime: 
129  mi le s ;  3 -4 
hours; Info: www.
sangreher i t age .
org/los-caminos/

Stations of the Cross Shrine
Strikingly life-like bronze sculptures created by 

renowned artist Huberto Maestas guide visitors 
along a recreation of the path trod by Christ during 
the last journey of His life, the Stations of the Cross 
near San Luis. The site is an especially popular 
tourist attraction just before Easter. 

The shrine was constructed in 1986 and dedicated 
in 1990. The sculptures were created as an act of 
love and devotion by the faithful of Sangre de 
Cristo Catholic Parish at San Luis, reflecting their 
spiritual traditions.

The shrine embodies the vital role of religion 
in southern communities. Locals come to the 
shrine throughout the year for prayer, reflection 
and celebration. 

Visitors can find the stations along a one-mile 
walking trail that begins just off Highway 159, 19 
miles south of Fort Garland and just west of San 
Luis. The stations are situated on a bluff above 
San Luis.

Fifteen art pieces can be found along the trail 
depicting the 12 stations of His journey, Calvary 
and Crucifixion. 

At the top is the shrine known as La Mesa de 
la Piedad y de la Misercordio (The Mesa of Piety 
and Mercy); the grotto features pink sandstone 
statues of the Virgin Mary and Saint Juan Diego. 
The mesa top pathway is also lined with many 
statues of the saints. 

As visitors walk up the trail, they are afforded 
spectacular views of several of Colorado’s 

mountain peaks that tower over 14,000 feet above 
sea level, while San Luis and the San Luis Valley 
are spread at their feet. 

Complete the journey with a visit to the Memorial 
de los Martires Mexicanos, at the top of journey.

The shrine draws an average of 40,000 visitors 
annually.

Access to the shrine can be found at the northern 
portion of San Luis. There is no charge to visit 
the shrine. 

Info: 719-992-0122, www.sdcparish.org


	9-17 CPD
	9-16 Lifestyles

