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REFINANCE YOUR HOME LOAN TODAY!
What would you do the the extra money you can save from a home refinance!

Call Julie or Scott at 657-4558 today to find out 
how we can put more money in your pocket!

Poncha Pass 
fatal crash

SAGUACHE COUNTY-
The Colorado State Patrol is 
investigating a two vehicle crash 
on Highway 285, milepost 119, at 
the summit of Poncha Pass, which 
resulted in one fatality.

At approximately 12:05 p.m. 
Dec. 29, 2020, a black 2019 
Dodge Durango was northbound 
on Highway 285. A red 2006 
Dodge Ram 2500 was southbound 
on Highway 285. The Durango 
lost control and began to rotate 
counterclockwise. The Durango 
crossed the center line into the 
southbound lanes. The Durango 
struck the Ram’s front with its 
right side. The Durango came 
to rest on its wheels on the 
southbound white line. The Ram 
came to rest on its wheels off the 
southbound edge of the highway.

The driver of the Durango was 
pronounced deceased on scene. 
The two juvenile passengers of 
the Durango were transported to 
Heart of the Rockies with serious 
injuries. The driver and passenger 
of the Ram were transported to 
Heart of the Rockies with serious 
injuries.

The crash is  s t i l l  under 
investigation by the Colorado 
State Patrol Vehicular Crimes 
Unit.

Saguache 
courthouse 

closure extended
BY PATRICK SHEA 

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
The Saguache County courthouse 
remains closed until Jan. 4, 2021, and 
commissioners will discuss strategies 
for the building during their Jan. 5 
meeting.

In the meantime, Clerk and Recorder 
Trish Gilbert offered guidance for 
conducting courthouse business 
during closures. The drop box in the 
south parking lot is accessible 24 hours 
a day (501 4th Street). Staff members 
check the box daily. People can drop 
off vehicle registration renewals, 
documents for recording, payments 
for the Treasurer’s Office and other 
paperwork. Gilbert encouraged 
citizens to call the office (719-�55-
2512) to verify other items appropriate 
Please see CLOSURE on Page 2A

CONEJOS COUNTY —The 
second set of human remains located 
on a Conejos County property in 
1ovember has been identified.

A Forensic Odonatologist assisting 
task force investigators identified 
the second set of the human remains 
recovered as Shayla Jenna Hammel 
(11/3/86) of Saguache. Hammel was 
reported missing to the Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office on 1ov. 2�, 
2020. A family member reported 
they had not been in contact with Ms. 
Hammel since late October.

Investigators contacted the family 
of Ms. Hammel to make the official 
notification of her death.

The task force has not determined 

the cause and manner of death; 
however, investigators believe foul 
play was involved. 

With the remains of Ms. Hammel 
identified, members of the task force 
are currently working to determine 
the circumstances surrounding her 
death. Adre Baroz, who is currently 
being held in the Alamosa County Jail 
on unrelated charges, has not been 
charged in the death of Ms. Hammel. 
Law enforcement cannot comment 
on any other specific information or 
connection to the remains found in 
Conejos County due the status of the 
active investigation. Work continues 
to identify the other set of human 
remains located in Conejos County 

in November.
Anyone with information about Ms. 

Hammel or the other unidentified human 
remains located in Conejos County is 
asked to call a designated tip line at 
719-270-0210. There have been more 
than 60 tips reported since last month.

A Forensic Odonatologist identified 
the first set of the human remains 
recovered as Myron Robert Martinez 
(DOB: 11/15/1982) of Del Norte 
earlier this month.

No further updates will be provided, 
as this remains an active investigation. 
The charges against Mr. Baroz are 
merely an accusation and he is 
presumed innocent unless and until 
proven guilty.

SagXache resident hXman remains identified

SAGUACHE COUNTY - Working 
with 911 Cellphone Bank, the Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office will be hosting a 
cellphone Drive through January. Your 
donated cellphone could save lives by 
providing emergency communications 
to seniors, victims of abuse and at-
risk individuals. Communities and 
service programs nationwide need help 
providing phones.

Over the years, the Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office has donated 
approximately 140 phones to the 
program. From Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., staff at the 
Sheriff’s Office will collect phones 
and other accessories. The phone 
doesn’t need to be complete or in 

working order because 911 cellphone 
Bank technicians will clean, repair and 
redistribute them to people in need. 
Sheriff’s Office personnel can provide a 
detailed description of properly clearing 
and securing your phone for reuse.

Your donated phones are going 
out as fast as we can collect them. 
Community service programs remained 
strained by COVID-19, and victim 
crimes are surging. The 911 cellphone 
Bank program also distributes phones 
through shelters and during natural 
disasters.

In addition to telephones, 
CELLPHONE BANK will accept the 
following:

SagXache Sheriff·s 2ffice cellphone drive continXes

Please see PHONES on Page 2A

BY PATRICK SHEA

MOFFAT — Moffat’s new mayor, Cassandra Foxx, 
shared her aspirations for the town’s future, starting 
with training for board members during their next 
meeting at town hall Jan. 5, 2021.

“I feel a lot of hope in Moffat,” Foxx expressed via 
email. “We have a dedicated community that wants the 
very best for the town. We have people coming from all 
over that are seeing the potential Moffat has for their 
futures. We make things better when we work together.”

After moving to Moffat with her family in 2016, Foxx 
served two years on the town board from 2018 to 2020. 

In the short term, Foxx said she is “focused on 
proper training and education of our elected officials.” 
Long-term, meeting housing and development needs 
will accommodate the town’s growth. 

“Our goal is to make Moffat an inviting place to work 
and to live while enjoying and preserving the small 
town treasure that Moffat has become,” Foxx said.

Foxx added that she is looking “forward to working 
with the County. I see us interacting a lot while Moffat 
continues to develop and plan for the future (and a good 
working relationship is always beneficial).”

When she’s not practicing yoga, cooking, hiking 
or spending time with her daughter, Foxx said she 
works as a paralegal at a law firm in Monte Vista. She 
directs her legal efforts to help the elderly and several 
municipalities and organizations in the Valley.

After her term expires at the end of April 2022, Foxx 
said she plans to run for a successive term.

1ow complete, the Highway 17 renovation project 
left Foxx with a painful memory from August 2020. 
Foxx was in a line of cars stopped at the construction 
zone when another motorist hit the scene at a high 
speed. Foxx said she feels lucky to survive with a few 
scratches and a bruised arm.

New Moffat mayor 
looking ahead

Please see COVID on Page 2A

Colorado 
has first case 

of COVID 
variant in 8�S

New variant is believed to be 

50-70% more transmissible
COLORADO – Tuesday, Dec. 29, 

Gov. Polis and state health officials 
announced the first case of the of 
COVID-19 variant B.1.1.7, the same 
variant discovered in the UK. 

The Colorado State Laboratory 
confirmed and notified the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC) of the case. 
The individual is a male in his 20s who 
is currently in isolation in Arapahoe 
County and has no travel history. Another 
possible variant case has been identified 
and this person is in isolation in Lincoln 
County.  Both individuals were members 
of the Colorado National Guard and 
were working at a nursing home with a 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Public health officials are doing a 
thorough investigation. The individual 
who tested positive for the COVID 
variant is recovering in isolation and 
will remain there until cleared by 
public health officials. The individual 
has no close contacts identified so far, 
but public health officials are working 
to identify other potential cases and 
contacts through thorough contact 
tracing interviews.
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OBITUARY

Robert (Bobby) Blea, 71
-Xne �, ���� � 1ov� ��, ����

Robert (Bobby) Blea of Grand 
Lake, Colorado went to be with 
the Lord unexpectedly on Nov. 
27, 2020. He will remain forever 
in our hearts.

He was born on June 7, 1949, in 
Antonito, Colorado the first of 1� 
children of the late Solomon and 
Mary Louise (Mondragon) Blea.  

Bobby was truly larger than life, 
loved his family and cherished 
his friends. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, golfing, shooting trap and 
the breakfast club.  Bobby’s laugh 
and nick names for many will be 
greatly missed.  His stories were 
never-ending.  He had a “hello” 
for everyone he met.

He graduated from the Antonito 
High School in 1969.  After 
graduation, he enlisted with the 
United States Air Force and served 
proudly for six years.  It was during 
this time that he met the love of 
his life, Sally Pacheco. They were 
married June 10, 1972. Bobby 
was anxiously awaiting their 50th 
wedding anniversary, he was very 

proud of the approaching triumph.
After the decision to depart from 

the Air Force and leave Anchorage, 
Alaska where he served the bulk of 
his service, Bobby and Sally moved 
to Grand Lake in 1978 where 
he earned his Master Plumbing 
License and eventually started 
his own plumbing company, Ace 
Plumbing Service. He remained 
in the plumbing business for the 
remainder of his working career.  
Bobby so enjoyed his customers.

Bobby is survived by a host of 
family that includes his devoted 
wife,  Sally,  his  son Shane 
(Amanda) Blea; his daughter 
Sabr ina  (Dan)  Machin iak ; 
precious grandchildren, Sarai, 
Carter and Everly; his siblings:  
Amada Martinez and family, 
Felipe Blea and family, Georgia 
Cowan and family, Helen Beasley 
and family, Stella Fox and family, 
Candi Atencio and family, Leo 
Blea and family, Gerald Blea 
and family, Maryanne Little and 
family, John Blea and family, and 

Jess Blea and family. Bobby also 
left three wonderful brothers-in-
law and their families and four 
sisters-in-law and their families.  
In addition to his parents, Bobby 
was preceded in death by his 
brother, Gasper Blea.

A service and burial will be 
scheduled in summer 2021 in 
Grand Lake, Colorado. 

for the drop box.
Applying for vehicle titles generally 

requires an appointment because the 
person needs to fill out an application that 
the office generates, and the application 
requires a signature. However, if title 
work is dropped in the outside drop box, 
staff will process as much as possible 
and notify the applicant about further 
requirements. 

For all documents placed in the drop 
box, Gilbert said people should leave 
contact information for follow-up, if 
necessary. Gilbert recommended calling 
the office to verify options over the 
phone before heading to the courthouse 
drop box.

From March to June, 2020, state 
offices waived late fees. In July, the 
process returned to standard practice. 
Motorists have a three-month window 
for vehicle registration before late fees 
are assessed (the month before the 
deadline, the registration month and 30 
days after expiration).

The Colorado Department of Motor 
Vehicles offers many services online for 
driver’s licenses and title and registration 
paperwork. Through the state website 
(mydmv.colorado.gov), motorists 
can request their driving record, pay 

citations and fees, apply for or renew 
a license or ID, manage accounts and 
schedule appointments or hearings. 
People can also register vehicles and 
renew registration, apply for waivers 
and extensions, estimate fees and receive 
transaction receipts. Vehicle owners 
can submit a variety of requests for a 
personalized plate, a duplicate title, a 
duplicate registration card, title status 
and a title history report.

CLOSURE Continued from Page 1A

Smartphones
Digital Cameras
Cell Phones 
Game Players
Blackberries
mp3 Players
Tablets
CD/DVD Players
Laptops
Storage Devices
iPads
SD Cards
iPods

Game Consoles
PDAs
Any devices that cannot be 100% 

guaranteed cleared of data will be used 
for parts, and the motherboards will be 
sent to a licensed recycler to preserve 
precious metal content (and keep it out 
of the landfill).

Thank you for your assistance. If you 
have any questions, please call Ellen E. 
Cox at the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office at (719) �55-2544.

PHONES Continued from Page 1A

“There is a lot we don’t know about 
this new COVID-19 variant, but 
scientists in the United Kingdom are 
warning the world that it is significantly 
more contagious. The health and safety 
of Coloradans is our top priority and we 
will closely monitor this case, as well as 
all COVID-19 indicators, very closely. 
We are working to prevent spread and 
contain the virus at all levels,” said 
Governor Jared Polis. “I want to thank 
our scientists and dedicated medical 
professionals for their swift work and 
ask Coloradans to continue our efforts 
to prevent disease transmission by 
wearing masks, standing 6 feet apart 
when gathering with others, and only 
interacting with members of their 
immediate household. Masks are 50-
75% effective against contraction and 
vaccinations are 95% effective.”

The Colorado state lab was the first in 
the country to quickly identify the variant 
through sophisticated analysis of testing 
samples. The lab initially performed the 
diagnostic PCR test on the sample and 
found that the sample was positive for 
COVID-19 with strong signals for the 
N gene and ORF1ab (both are detected 
when a person has COVID-19), but the 
signal for the S gene was not detected. 
When the S gene doesn’t register in 

the testing, it is called an “S Drop Out 
Profile,” and it is considered an essential 
signature for the variant. The sample 
was flagged for further investigation. 
Scientists then sequenced the viral 
genome from the patient sample and 
found eight mutations specific to the 
spike protein gene associated with 
this variant. Genome sequencing is a 
molecular profiling of the entire viral 
RNA sequence.

Scientists in the United Kingdom 
believe the B.1.1.7 variant to be more 
contagious than previously identified 
strains of the SARS-CoV-2 variant, 
though no more severe in symptoms. 
Health offcials warn that the new 
variant is believed to be 50-70% more 
transmissible.  In addition, the currently 
approved vaccines are thought to be 
effective against this variant. 

“The fact that Colorado has detected 
this variant first in the nation is a 
testament to the sophistication of 
Colorado’s response and the talent of 
CDPHE’s scientist and lab operations,” 
said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive 
director, Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment. “We are 
currently using all the tools available 
to protect public health and mitigate the 
spread of this variant.”

COVID
Continued from Page 1A
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LETTER

OPINION & EDITORIAL

The Recent death of my uncle, 
Bernard Monter,  brought a flood of 
memories back to me. Memories of a 
loving, caring, strong Christian man. 
Of a high schooer that took the time to 
have a tea party with a five- year- old 
and treat her like a queen Of a trip to 
the drive-in movie theater with his 
girlfriend�fiancp and a seven year old 
to see “Mary Poppins.”(Still one of 
my favorite movies)

As I grew up, I watched my uncle 
be a loving and supportive husband. 
Saw him be the peacemaker in a rather 
volatile family. Watched him become 
one of the very best Dads I know, and 
I know a lot of dad. Uncle Bernie is/
was a measuring stick for choosing 
my spouse.

After my Daddy (his brother) 

passed away Uncle Bernie was the 
one I looked to for fatherly advice. 
He was the one who taught my boys 
to fish and took them for rides on the 
BIG John Deere tractor.

Uncle Bernie’s laugh was 
infectious. I remember him laughing 
often growing up. He gave the very 
best hugs. You always felt safe and 
loved with him.

How many times did uncle Bernie 
take us to the coffee shop for a 
treat? Or, set the irrigation tubes 
so a pasel of goofy little kids could 
play in the water on a hot summer 
day. I can hear him talking softly 
and racking a tired cranky little kid 
so they could sleep. He always had 
words of loving support, correction 
or encouragement.

Uncle Bernie was the kind of 
person you looked forward to 
spending time with all missed 
deeply when not around him. He 
will be missed by his wife of 50+ 
years, his children, grandchildren, a 
brother and sister, nieces’ nephews, 
in-law, outlaws and a host of friends. 
Even though we celebrate that he is 
with his heavenly father, if is our 
selfish selves that will miss him 
and grieve for the loss of a man, 
we all love. So, if you were blessed 
enough to know this remarkable e 
man, my uncle Bernie, count your 
blessings! I challenge you to be the 
kind of person he was.

Lovingly Submitted by his #1 

Niece

Shirley Johnson

BY REBECCA COPLEY 

As the world prepares to ring in 
another year there seems to be a 
great deal of apprehension after the 
rollercoaster, we have just made it 
through. No one could have predicted 
a year like 2020, and as 2021 gets 
ready to dawn it’s understandable 
that many are feeling nervous to see 
what new disasters might lie ahead. 

Although we may not know what is 
coming for us in the new year, 2020 
with all of its awfulness has taught 
us many things. We have learned to 
appreciate so many everyday gifts. 
Like spending time with family and 
friends, going to work or school, 

eating at your favorite restaurant, 
celebrations and travel. We have also 
been reminded of how precious life is 
and to live it to its fullest. Enjoying 
every minute because you don’t know 
when it’ll be your last. 

We’ve seen how important it is for 
communities to come together and for 
neighbors to help each other through 
these difficult times. We’ve seen the 
effects of greed and hoarding on 
groceries store shelves and have tried 
to help our struggling small businesses. 

Over the past months we’ve all 
had to become more creative to 
survive our everyday. When regular 
celebrations were canceled, we went 

to work and  got creative to still safely 
hold our festivities. Undaunted and 
blessed to live in a day and age were 
Zoom is available we did our best to 
stay connected. 

Through all that we have lost in 
2020 we are learning to overcome. It 
is making us stronger and we can enter 
2021 with hope. Let us hope for the 
best and make the best of whatever it 
is because in the end that’s all anyone 
can do. Let’s not forget all the lessons 
we’ve learned in 2020. Remember 
to be there for each other. Let’s keep 
going and keep doing our best. As 
Dory from Finding Nemo put it, “Just 
keep swimming.” 

By the time this hot copy hits your 
hands we will be staring 2021 square 
in the face and glad of it. I think 
everyone has had about enough of 
this year and all it has brought to us. 

Who could have ever dreamed that 
we would be locked in our own homes, 
limited from gathering, businesses 
shuttered, incomes shattered and 
dreams broken? If you had told that 
to us two years ago, we would have 
laughed ourselves silly. 

Today our fearless leaders are to 
meet and decide if they will graciously 
give us more than the $600 a person 
they agreed on last week for pandemic 
relief. That was so good of them to 
borrow about $7,000 a person against 
us then give us 10%. Of course, a 
lot of the rest is going for pet pork 
projects and overseas to people more 
deserving than us. 

I guess that it’s happening is less of 
a shock to me than us letting it happen 
over and over. I think we are about 27 
trillion in debt at this moment and its 
going up about $50,000 per second 
as we speak. 

You can watch the data second 
by second for each part of the 
government spending and income on 
the website https://www.usdebtclock.
org/. If we had watched that 30 years 
ago, maybe -- just, maybe -- we would 
have put an end to all the wasteful 
spending that has occurred. 

It appears by that data that each 
American owes about $83,000 and 
each taxpayer $220,000 but of course 
that goes up by the minute as the 
politicians continue to binge on the 
printed mammon. 

They just cannot help themselves 
so it seems. And it’s been that way 
since men began holding power over 
another segment of the population. 

Ol’ Dutch got to thinking (cue: Miss 
Trixie’s eye rolling) about this whole 
dilemma and I think I came up with a 
solution. If Congress can simply give 
each taxpayer a million dollars, we 
can all retire and live the good life. 
That’s only about $140 trillion and 
won’t take all that long to print it off. 

This will give more jobs not only 
to the people who print the money 
but would add jobs to the timber 
industry as the demand for paper 
will skyrocket. Just think how that 
will help Colorado with new paper 
mills being built to utilize all of our 
dead timber. 

If you were to stack up that $140 
trillion bills it would make a pile 

Happy neZ year, 
finally

9,000,000,000,000,000 miles high. 
That’s a new number even for Ol’ 
Dutch and I had to look it up. It’s 
9 quadrillion and we cannot even 
begin to imagine that but I am sure 
some politician somewhere has 
entertained the thought of getting 
there someday. 

Now you may be asking yourself, 
“Self, just where are we gonna get 
that kind of money?” And I am glad 
you asked that. 

It appears that somewhere out in the 
darkness of space there is an asteroid 
justly named Psyche. Our leading 
scientific minds have concluded that 
its mostly made up of iron and nickel 
and just the iron along is worth about 
10,000 quadrillion dollars. It would 
appear that all we have to do is snag 
said hunk of rock and tow it close to 
earth and we can all begin living the 
good life. 

I mean honestly. You can even take 
out the 140 quadrillion dollars that 
will make us each millionaires and the 
politicians still have plenty left over to 
waste on pork. And you thought Ol’ 
Dutch just sat around eating crumpets 
all day. Such ideas only can be spawned 
in great minds, seriously. 

I am a tad concerned that if we 
bring all that iron and nickel aboard 
planet Earth, we may begin to wobble 
upsetting the balance of things. But 
then again, a lot of us will be wobbling 
on New Year’s Eve anyway and prob 
would not notice if the Earth did the 
Watusi through the universe. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV of hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 
at TroutRepublic

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

A tribute to a good man

Lessons from 2020

Subscribe Online!
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Avalanche danger 
considerable through Dec. 31

SAN LUIS VALEY – The 

Colorado Avalanche Information 

Center announced Wednesday, Dec. 

30, that the avalanche danger is 

considerable at all elevations. You 

can trigger dangerous avalanches. 

Avoid traveling on or below slopes 

steeper than about 30 degrees that face 

northwest through north to southeast. 

Storm totals of one to two feet in 

the Southern San Juan mountains 

thickened slabs above buried weak 

snow, adding more load to a weak 

snowpack. You can trigger avalanches 

remotely— from underneath steep 

slopes or adjacent slopes. Cracks and 

collapses in the snow indicate weak 

snow under slabs. Avoid likely trigger 

points like wind drifts below ridge 

tops and cross-loaded terrain features. 

While you may not see obvious signs 

of natural avalanches, many slopes are 

primed for you to trigger an avalanche.  

Minimize your risk by traveling in 

lower-angled terrain well clear of 

steeper connected slopes above.

BY REBECCA 

COPLEY 

The year 2020 
has certainly been 
an unforgettable 
year. In its last 
weeks it has also 
b e e n  m a k i n g 
itself memorable 
for some better 
reasons. This year 
Dec. 21, which is 
the longest and 
darkest day of 
the year, a bright 
p h e n o m e n o n 
happened in the 
sky. 

C a l l e d  t h e 
“ T h e  G r e a t 
Conjunc t ion ,” 
b y  s o m e 
astronomers, the 
beautiful sight 
is was caused 
by Jupiter and 
Saturn drawing 
closer together 
in the night sky 
than they have been for hundreds 
of years. On this historic moment 
the huge planets also appeared 
closest to the Earth so people were 
able to see the conjunction without 
a telescope. 

This amazing event is also being 
referred to as the “Christmas Star,” 
due to the time of year it appeared. 
Reminding people of the famous 
Christmas Star that led the three wise 
men to Bethlehem thousands of years 
ago when Christ was born. 

There has been research to show 

that the last time Jupiter and Saturn 
where aligned so close to earth 
was 1623. However, the stargazing 
conditions the last time it appeared 
hindered those from earth in being 
able to see the amazing sight. It is 
believed the last time that these two 
planets came together in this way and 
was viewable with the naked eye was 
in the year 1226. 

So in between all of the crazy 
stories of 2020 that you will someday 
be telling your grandchildren don’t 
forget to tell them about this historic 
moment as well. 

2020 “Christmas Star,” 
last seen 800 years ago
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'el 1orte resident Nilled in crash on :olf CreeN pass
MINERAL COUNTY-  The 

Colorado State Patrol investigated 
a two vehicle crash on Highway 
1�0 at Mile Post 179.�. The crash 
occurred in Mineral County at the 
bottom of Wolf Creek pass.

At approximately 5:14 a.m. 
Chr is tmas  Day,  Vehic le  #1, 
a 2008 Ford F350, driven by 
Ernesto Velaquez, 48, of Del 
Norte Colorado was westbound 
on Colorado 160 at a high rate of 
speed. Vehicle #2, a 2018 Kenworth 
truck tractor and semitractor-
trailer driven by Arturo Romeo, 
55, of Commerce City Colorado 

and front seat passenger Desiree 
Van Hartesrett, 53, of Commerce 
City Colorado, was eastbound on 
Colorado 160. Vehicle #1 traveled 
into the eastbound lane to negotiate 
the curve. The driver of Vehicle 
#1 lost control of the vehicle and 
began to rotate counterclockwise. 
Vehicle #1 traveled back across 
the westbound lane out of control 
before traveling off the north 
side of the roadway. Vehicle #1 
then traveled westbound off the 
northside of the roadway, along 
the ditch and embankment, striking 
several rocks and a delineator post, 

before striking a large boulder 
with the front of Vehicle #1. After 
striking the large boulder Vehicle 
#1 rotated clockwise coming back 
onto the roadway, rolling one-half 
time and, rotating 180 degrees 
striking the front of Vehicle #2 

with the driver’s side of vehicle 
#1.  Vehicle #1 rotated back 
counterclockwise coming to final 
rest on its top facing east. Vehicle 
#2 was almost stopped when it 
was struck by vehicle #1. Vehicle 
#2 came to final rest on its wheels 

facing east.
Driver of Vehicle #1 Ernesto 

Velaquez died on scene as a result 
of the injuries he sustained from the 
crash. Auturo Romeo and Desiree 
Van Hartesrett in Vehicle #2 were 
not injured.

Photo courtesy of Tyler Schmidt

Saguache County 
unemployment rate 

at 6.9%
BY TREY SPAULDING

SAN LUIS VALLEY – The 
Colorado Department of Labor 
and Unemployment (CDLU) 
recently released November 2020 
unemployment rates for San Luis 
Valley counties.

Recently released Colorado 
unemployment figures from the 
CDLU for November 2020 indicate 
that the unemployment rate in the San 
Luis Valley (SLV) increased slightly 
in November.

The average unemployment rate 
for Colorado in November remained 

the same at 6.2%.  Nationwide 
the unemployment rate decreased 
slightly from 6.9% in October to 
6.9% in November. In the San Luis 
Valley among the 20,028 labor 
force in November there were 1,195 
unemployed or an increase from 5.1% 
in October to 5.9% in November.

The SLV county with the lowest 
unemployment rate in November 
2020 was Conejos County with 5.2% 
unemployment. Rio Grande County’s 
unemployment rate increased 
from 4.9% in October to 6.5% in 
November. Mineral County increased 
from 5.�% to �.7%. Alamosa County 
unemployment numbers increased 
slightly from 5.3% in October to 5.8%.  
Costilla and Saguache Counties had 
the highest unemployment rate in the 
SLV with 6.9%.

S/9 Xnemployment 
rate slightly increases 

in 1ovember

MONTE VISTA-The Vali 3 
Theater in Monte Vista is offering 
free admission Jan. 1-� and 8-10 
to Wonder Woman: 1984 for all 
San Luis Valley first responders 
and medical personnel, including 
hospital, clinic, nursing home 
and other related staff. We want 
to show our appreciation for our 
local superheroes with a superhero 
movie! Showings are at 7p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays and 5p.m. 

Sundays. We are following social 
distancing measures and operating 
at 25 percent capacity, so we can 
only admit �7 people per night 
and have half of the rows in the 
theater closed. Please bring proof 
of employment (like a work 
badge). Free admission includes 
only medical and first responder 
personnel themselves, not others 
in their party. Concessions will be 
normal price. 

Vali Theater offering 
free admission for 

first responders
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Call 719.658.3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Happy Holidays
Due to the Christmas Holiday falling on a Friday this year, trash will be collected 

early for Thursday and Friday Customers ONLY the week of Christmas. 
There will be no trash collection on Friday December 25th.

City of Creede Thursday customers: Please have your trash ready for collection 
the morning of December 23rd (Wednesday)

City of Creede Thursday customers: Please have your recycling ready for 
collection the morning of December 24th (Thursday)

Mineral County Residents: Please have your recycling ready for collection the 
morning of December 24th (Thursday)

Friday trash customers: Please have your trash ready for collection on December 
24th (Thursday)

The week of New Years there will be NO CHANGE to your pick up schedules.

Trash and Recycle will be collected on regular schedules.
Trash WILL be collected Friday - New Years Day

If you have any questions please contact our office:

Local Septic Tank Manufacturer 
Large Inventory of Plumbing & 

Septic System Supplies
Hassle free installation instantly approved in Colorado 
Watertight low profile anti float design  

Concrete lasts for decades, 
requires less maintenance

215 N. Washington St. • Monte Vista
National Precast Association Member

Help is only a 
Phone Call Away
COVID-19 Mental Health Support Line

719.589.3671
If you are stressed, anxious, lonely, depressed, angry, or all of the 
above, you are not alone. We are in this together, and caring mental 
health professionals are available if you need to talk.

Virtual Therapy & Psychiatry

slvbhg.org/covid-19
Behavioral Health therapy and psychiatry have never been easier to start. 
ALL SLVBHG locations are open for business virtually, providing services 
tot he convenience of your social distancing space by video consultations 

or over the phone. Call now to schedule an appointment: 719.589.3671

Mobile Health Unit
slvbhg.org/mobile

Visit our website for an updated schedule of where the mobile unit 
will be. The Mobile Health Unit specializes in Medication-Assisted 
Treatment (MAT) for substance use disorders.

Approved Medicaid Provider | 24 hour hotline: 719.589.3671 | slvbhg.org

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

FOR QUESTIONS OR TO GET 
INVOLVED CALL 719-655-2533

BY TRISH GILBERT

County Temporary 
Registration Permits

Individual to Individual Sale - 
The following paperwork can be 
submitted as proof of the sale:

* The assigned title; or
* A Bill of Sale (notarized or signed 

under penalty of perjury) with proof 
of ownership, (registration, copy of 
title, etc.). 

Delays in the Filing of the Mortgage 
- A temporary registration permit 
may be issued when there is proof 
that there has been a delay(s) in the 
filing of the mortgage. 

Request from Financial Institution 
on a new purchase:


 Letter from a financial institution 
indicating that a temporary registration 
permit may be issued; or * Security 
Agreement

Tow-Away Vehicles - Temporary 

registration permits may be issued 
to a tow-away vehicle when both of 
these criteria are met:

* Proof that the vehicle has been 
made roadworthy through a Statement 
of Fact and supporting receipt 
documents; and


 Proof of ownership - title in the 
applicant’s name or title assigned to 
the applicant.

Colorado Assigned ID - When 
an application for an Assigned ID 
has been completed, a temporary 
registration permit may be issued to 
have the ID affixed to the vehicle by 
the Colorado State Patrol.

Salvage Title - A salvage title is 
an ownership document to a vehicle 
that is not roadworthy. A temporary 
registration permit may be issued 
at the County’s discretion to obtain 
a Certified VI1 Inspection upon 
submitting the following:

* Proof of ownership.
* Receipts indicating repair of the 

vehicle.
*  DR 2424 

Sa lvage  Ti t l e 
S t a t e m e n t  o f 
Fact verifying 
the vehicle is in 
a  roadwor thy 
condition.

Dealer Complaints - When a 
complaint has been filed against 
a dealer, and the case is under 
investigation, a dealer investigator 
may provide authorization for the 
issuance of a temporary registration 
permit.

Print on Demand - A Temporary 
permit is issued for all Print on 
Demand (POD) transactions.

Note:  Temporary registration 
permits may be issued not to exceed 
60 days. The expiration date should 
always be on a business day. In no 
event is the temporary registration 
permit expiration date to exceed 60 
days.

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The following information 
was provided by the Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
for the period between Dec. 21, 2020, and Dec. 27, 2020.

In addition to monitoring 11 controlled burns, Sheriff 
staff sought two missing persons, assisted with four 
medical and ambulance calls, addressed five civil disputes 
and situations, made two welfare checks, and conducted 
multiple Saguache town patrols.

On top of five traffic stops, the Sheriff and deputies 
stopped a DUI driver and searched for three stolen 
vehicles. Staff also handled four civil disputes (and one 
civil standby), two cases of assault and four reports of 
harassment. Two thefts, one burglary and a wildlife 
violation also required attention.

Arrests
• Eric Tessier, 39, Buena Vista, harassment

CLIPS FROM THE CLERK

UPPER RIO GRANDE – The snow water equivalent increased from 93% to 113% over night with the recent 
snowstorm Monday, Dec. 28, 2020.  Wolf Creek Ski resort reported 25 inches of new snow from the storm.

Average snow water equivalent 
increased 20% overnight

SAGUACHE COUNTY SHERIFF REPORT
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of TRAN ROBERT ELLIS, also known as TRAN R. ELLIS and TRAN ELLIS, 
Deceased
Case Number 2020PR30016
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the 
Personal Representative or to the District Court of Saguache County, Colorado on or before 
April 24, 2021, or the claims may be forever barred.

Constance Crosby, Personal Representative
c�o Enichen Law Office, LLC
885 Arapahoe Avenue
Boulder, CO 80302

No. 1585 published in the Center Post Dispatch, �ursday, December 24, 2020 and January 7 
and 14, 2021.

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY- There are 
many things to do in the San Juan 
Mountain Range that lies on the 
western edge of the San Luis Valley 
and many anglers look to the winter 
months for some of the best fishing 
of the year. Though some destination 
lakes, ponds and reservoirs are only 
accessible with snowmobiles or 
cross-country skiing, others offer 
easy access and a great opportunity to 
get the fishing poles out even though 
the Valley is in the midst of winter. 

According to Aquatic Biologist 
Estevan Vigil with Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife, this year is expected 
to be pretty normal as far as ice 
fishing in the area goes. “We haven’t 
received a lot of reports about the 
fishing conditions yet as many of 
the bodies of water are only now 
frozen enough to access, but past 
years indicate that we will have a 
fairly normal ice fishing season until 
things slow down later in the winter.”

Vigil explained that right now 
is the time to get out and hit the 
ice especially at Beaver Creek 
Reservoir which is a favorite among 

winter anglers. “Beaver Creek and 
Minion reservoirs are located just 
outside of South Fork and are great 
locations to ice fish. Fishing is 
pretty consistent at Beaver Creek, 
plus it is easily accessible for the 
average angler wanting to get out 
and hit the ice. The reservoir was 
stocked with Kokanee salmon three 
years ago so populations should 
be up. It being early in the season 
there is still a good chance to catch 
a salmon until later in the winter 
when fish slow down and are not 
as active.”

Another reservoir that is only 
accessible via snowmobile or 
cross-country skiing but has good 
ice fishing is Big Meadows. The 
reservoir is frozen, but caution is 
always advised when participating 
in winter fishing or any outdoor 
recreational activities. “There 
is usually decent fishing at Big 
Meadows, but the road is closed to 
regular traffic and those venturing 
into the area with snowmobiles 
should use caution, be aware of 
surroundings and is for more 
experienced anglers.”

Pass Creek Pond is another easily 
accessible location that sits just off 
Highway 160 on Wolf Creek Pass just 
below the Wolf Creek Ski Resort. “I 
have a friend that fishes Pass Creek 
Pond every year and always says the 
fishing is good. AS I have said before, 
with it being early in the season, fish 
should be active and hungry.”

As anglers head up toward the 
Creede and Mineral County area, 
they will have luck at the Road 
Canyon Reservoir, which is easily 
accessible and a great place to get 
out on the ice. Snow in the immediate 
area is on the rise and local Rio 
Grande 1ational Forest officials 
caution drivers to be sure they can 
get in and out when traveling on 
several roads. 

Another area favorite is not 
available this year. Rio Hondo 
Reservoir has been drained in 
preparation for dam repair later this 
coming summer. “From reports I am 
hearing the reservoir has no water in 
it. We are repairing the dam for safety 
reasons and hopefully will have the 
reservoir filled back up as soon as 
work has been completed.”

,ce fishing bite is on in Zestern end of 9alley

/ocal donNey sanctXary saves lives
BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK- Hidden in the 
foothills of the South Fork area is a 
special place for wandering burros 
of all shapes and sizes. Little do the 
residents of the Valley know, the 
Forever Home Donkey Rescue has 
been healing, loving and comforting 
donkeys for the past three years as 
a satellite location for the larger 
operation that is located in Benson, 
Arizona. 

Linda Childs and her husband first 
became involved with the Forever 
Home Donkey Rescue in Benson, 
Arizona during an annual birthday 
trip to the location in 2016. “I am 
a huge animal lover so every year 
for my birthday, my husband takes 
me to different animal sanctuaries 
and in 2016, it happened to be the 
Forever Home Donkey Rescue. We 
fell in love with what the owners 
Don and Tish Hiestand were doing, 
and everything just seemed to fall 
into place,” said Childs.

Childs stated that after they 
returned to their home in South For, 
it wasn’t long before local Creede 
Veterinarian Doc Howard told her 
that she loved donkeys enough that 
she needed her own herd. Just after 
the conversation with Howard, 
Childs and her husband saw an ad in 
a local classified listing for a donkey 
looking for a new home. “This was 
a dream come true for us and we 
wanted to do something to help so 
we opened the satellite location here 
in South Fork and we bring donkeys 
that are well enough to travel up for 
the summer months and bring them 
back down to Arizona in the winter.”

Childs explained that most of the 
donkey’s range in ages three to 40 
years in age and have a variety of 
ailments including obesity. “Most of 

the donkeys we get are obese. A lot 
of owners typically surrender their 
donkeys because of old age, believe 
it or not, donkeys have a tendency 
to out live their owners when 
taken care of or people who can’t 
financially take care of the animals 
anymore. Each donkey comes with 
their own unique stories.”

Childs and her burros participate 
in events throughout the Valley 
including parades and pack burro 
racing. “This gives us the unique 
opportunity to introduce what we do 
to the public and the donkey’s love 
it. We really enjoy what we do and 
we do it for the animals.”

Childs also helps owners that 
need assistance with training and 
handling. “Most people get a donkey 
and think that they can be trained 
and handled like a horse. That is not 
always the case and we are more 
than happy to come out and help 
owners with their animals. We teach 
handling techniques and feeding 
habits. We also network with other 
sanctuaries throughout the area 
to make sure every donkey gets 
what they need. They are amazing 
animals, and you wouldn’t believe 
the number of donkeys we have 
in the Colorado, New Mexico and 
Arizona regions.”

Forever Home Donkey rescue 
also works closely with the Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) in 
their donkey program. “We have 
donkeys that are sometimes born in 
the wild and then trained through an 
inmate program with BLM. Once the 
donkeys pass training, they come to 
us for rehoming.”

The sanctuary works with all of 
their animals and as long as they are 
young enough, healthy enough and 
social enough, they look for new 
homes. “We want people to be ready 
to accept a donkey so there is on-site 
visits and an adoption application, 
but we work with owners who want 
to make a donkey part of their lives. 
They are such diverse, amazing 
animals.”

During the summer months and 
depending on COVID restrictions, 
the South Fork Satellite location 
does on-site tours by reservation 
only for those who may be looking 
to make a visit this coming summer. 
The sanctuary also always accepts 
donations and is typically in need 
of halters, lead ropes, fly masks 
and supplies for their donkey first 

aid kits. More information about 
the Forever Home Donkey rescue 
can be found on their website at 
www.foreverhomedonkey.com or 
through their Facebook page under 
Forever Home Donkey Rescue.
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0oderna C29,'��� vaccine e[pected by first of ����
BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY- In a 
meeting held Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
Rio Grande County Commissioners 
discussed the arrival of the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine and when it 
will be coming to the county for 
distribution. Rio Grande County 
Commissioner Suzanne Bothell 
opened the conversation with a 
timeline and who would be have 
access to the vaccine first.

“Regarding the state vaccine 
priority list and time approximation, 
is the first people they are looking 
to vaccinate would be the frontline 
medical workers, those who are 
directly working with COVID-19 
patients, then medical workers 
who do not work directly with 
COVID patients and then they 
would go to the general public. 
They are looking at the first phase 
taking approximately the first 
quarter of the year, the second 
phase taking the second quarter 
and so on. This is at least a general 
guideline that we were given by 
the state.”

According to Rio Grande Public 
Health Director Dr. Bankole, the 
county will be receiving mostly 
Moderna vaccines because it is 
easier to store and has a longer shelf 
life than the Pfizer vaccine. In a 
statement released to the newspaper, 
Bankole outlined the timeframe for 
the vaccine which follows.

“For Rio Grande County Public 
Health Department, efforts and 
plans; RGCPHD registered and 
ordered 90 vaccines - Pfizer and� or 
Moderna. Colorado Department of 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) 
just confirmed to us that we are 

allocated only 100 Moderna for first 
and second doses (�-4 weeks apart). 
1o Pfizer vaccines for the county 
during the Phase 1A.

Moderna  has  app l i ed  fo r 
Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) and has been recently 
approved. Allocation of the vaccine 
will depend on the state.

CDPHE clarified that the 100 
(asked for 90 and they rounded 
up to 100) doses are just the first 
shipment. So, potentially we will 
still be getting another shipment 
of 100 doses too. Since it is the 
MODER1A, we have a �0-day 
refrigeration window. As long as 
the vaccine is kept under proper 
refrigeration (�9-4� F), and not 
opened, it is viable for 30 days after 
defrosting. We are clarifying the 
viability period, once the bottle is 
opened. There are 10 doses per vial. 

Phase 1B: For LE/EMS/Fire and 
others in this phase.

We have pre-registered 58 persons 
to receive the vaccines when ready. 
Potential location for vaccination: 
Rio Grande County Annex Hall.

Since it is MODERNA, there is 
wiggle room to consider taking the 
vaccine to the EMS agencies as long 
as the cold chain is maintained. They 
might not all need to come on the 
same day or if there are stragglers, 
we can get them the vaccine a little 
later. We have a new conventional 
Pharm Freezer that has arrived, 
and we have ordered the ultracold 
freezer.

For Rio Grande Hospital: Rio 
Grande Hospital registered and 
ordered 150 vaccines - Pfizer�
Moderna

CDPHE was allocated only 50 

doses of the Pfizer vaccine and will 
be getting more. Pfizer vaccines 
will be transported packed in 
dry ice and once opened should 
be administered ASAP within 

four days. The hospital has pre-
registered its health care workers 
for the Phase 1A. The vaccines 
will be administered to high-risk 
health care workers that spend 

more than 15 minutes per day 
with COIVID-19 patients first, 
moderate risk health care second 
and all other, low risk workers 
third.”

New year’s traditions 
from around the world
BY REBECCA COPLEY

Almost every culture around the 
globe has their own special traditions to 
usher in a New Year. Here in America 
we like to stay up until midnight, have 
a count down and watch a big ball drop 
in New York. Here’s a little look at some 
other unique traditions celebrated by 
cultures around the world: 

Turkey: If you’re celebrating the 
New Year in 
Turkey you 
might do so 
by smashing 
pomegran -
ates in your 
doorway. Ac-
cording to the 
tradition the 
number of the 
seeds that come out when you smash 
it will foretell your luck for next year. 

United States: In the U.S. states 
many believe that you must eat black-
eyed peas new year’s day for good 
luck. Southern tradition holds that the 
first food to be eaten on new year’s day 
should be black-eyed peas for luck and 
prosperity -- specifically, one pea for 
each day of the year. 

Spain� In Spain when the clock 
strikes midnight on new year’s eve 
it’s tradition to eat 12 grapes. These 
grapes represent your good luck for 
each month next year. 

Russia: One tradition that you might 
see observed in Russia on new year’s 
eve, is to write your new year’s wish on 
a tiny scrap of paper at midnight. Then 
you have to set it on fire and extinguish 
it by dropping it into your drink. If you 
want your wish to come true you have 
to drink your entire drink and ashy wish 
before it’s 12:01 a.m.

Denmark: In Denmark there is a 
tradition to break a plate against the 

doors of your friends and neighbors 
for the New Year. If you would rather 
not smash your dinnerware Danes also 
celebrate the New Year by jumping 
off chairs for good fortune in the 
next year. 

-apan� New year’s eve in Japan often 
includes enjoying a big bowl of toshi-
koshi soba (“year-end noodles,”) these 
noodles are made of buckwheat and are 

long to repre-
sent longev-
ity. 

A r g e n -
tina: In Ar-
gentina on the 
last day of the 
year there is a 
tradition for 
office work-

ers to clean out unwanted papers from 
their workspaces and toss them out the 
window around noon. Ringing in the 
new year with paper raining down on 
the street like confetti as a farewell to 
the past and symbol of, “out with the 
old in with the new.” 

Armenia: Armenians often celebrate 
the 1ew <ear by baking a big, flat, loaf 
of bread called darin, gata or tarehats. 
They will bake either a coin or a single 
walnut inside the bread and whomever 
finds the prize in their piece is supposed 
to have the best luck in the New Year. 

Colombia: A custom in Colombia 
is to place three potatoes under your 
bed on new year’s eve. One potato is 
peeled, one potato is unpeeled, and one 
is half peeled. When the clock strikes 
midnight you’re supposed to pull out 
the first potato that your hand touches. 
If the potato is unpeeled it means abun-
dance. If the potato is peeled it shows 
you will have financial problems. If it’s 
half-peeled that means you will experi-
ence something in between. 
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BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

I consider myself among other things, a 
former horse mechanic.  The horses I did 
veterinary work on were ranch and feedlot 
beasts of burden.  Workin’ animals from man’s 
point of view.

Up until about fifty years ago that would 
describe most of the horses vets worked on.  
I was always a little vain about distinguishing 
that my patients worked for a living, earned 
their daily oats and made a contribution to the 
good of mankind.

Backyard horse practice sorta ranked 
with spayin’ cats and trimming Chihuahua’s 
toenails.

That same kind of ‘snobbery’ still exists, 
I think.  Somehow working on a valuable 
race horse, a Tennessee walkin’ show horse, 
an endurance Arabian, a Budweiser Clydes-
dale, Fred Whitfield’s ropin’ horse, Kathy 
Petersen’s barrel racin’ horse, a New York 
city policeman’s horse, a ranch horse, a rodeo 
bucker, a Quarterhorse cutter, an outfitter’s 
packmule or a Lippizan performer is inter-
preted as doing something more worthwhile 

than floating the teeth on a backyard plug.
These working horses have a purpose.  That 

dignifies your veterinary efforts, lends some 
value to your education and experience.  All 
your acquired ability isn’t being wasted in 
frivolous endeavor on a horse that isn’t really 
‘workin’ for a livin’.

But, with all that being said, what’s work to 

a horse?  Is it something they feel good about?  
Does it give them a sense of self worth?  Of 
course not.

“Well, my little mare, I better finish this 
hay.  Crooked Jack will be comin’ to take me 
to the mall where I can walk in circles all day 
giving joy to little boys and girls.”

“I’m so proud of you, Geldy.  You bring so 
much happiness into the world.”

Coyote Cowboy Proverb:   Work to a horse 
is anything he does because you make him 
do it. 

I tell people my horse likes to rope.  Mean-
ing, I guess, that he likes to chase cattle.  But 
he spends a lot of time in the pasture with 
cows and calves, I’ve never seen him chase 
them on his day off.

Ah, but you good horsemen say, “This horse 
loves to run”, or “He was born to buck”, or “I 
can tell he loves to pull this plow.  He can’t 
wait for me to crack this whip!”

I see them run and kick up their heels in 
an open pasture... but not for long.  Are they 
having fun?  Can horses have fun?  Are they 

bored?  Can they get bored?
I’d be hard put to argue that they can’t have 

fun, get bored or get mad.
 Horses are domesticated animals.  Under 

the care of and at the pleasure of those who 
pay for their keep.  It is not their choice.  It is 
ours.  Like teenagers, if we give them room 
and board we expect something in return.  
At our pleasure, even if our pleasure is team 
roping, showing Arabians or just a good 
companion.

But in the end, it’s all work to a horse.

Baxter Black, former large animal vet-

erinarian and irregular commentator on Na-

tional Public Radio, is America’s best-selling 

cowboy poet. He is a frequent performer at 

national stock shows and rodeos as well as 

in many smaller local events. He is author 

of several books, including Cactus Tracks, 

Croutons on a Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna 

Get Lucky? and Dunny and the Duck. Baxter 

Black can be contacted via e-mail at: vikki@

baxterblack.com

Ski Hi Event and Conference Center 
progressing but needs additional support

MONTE VISTA - “The new San 
Luis Valley Regional Ski Hi Event 
and Conference Center is becoming a 
reality!” said Karla Shriver, co-chair 
of Friends of Ski Hi. “Even in these 
challenging times, the project is mov-
ing forward. And it’s all possible due 
to the wonderful support of people who 
believed in the project, both in our local 
San Luis Valley community, as well 
as some who live outside the Valley.” 

Because of the steady local  support, 
Friends of Ski Hi has successfully  
raised  grant funding from a number 
of foundations, such as the Outcalt 
Foundation, Cultivating Hearts, Trin-
chera/Blanca Foundation, Daniels 
Fund, El Pomar Foundation, Robert 
Rawlings Foundation, Gates Family 
Foundation and Boettcher Foundation. 
State and local governments  have 
also seen the benefit of this project for 
the whole San Luis Valley , includ-
ing all six San Luis Valley counties, 
Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, 
Rio Grande and Saguache. At the state 
level, the Department of Local Affairs 
(DOLA) and the Colorado Housing 
and Finance Authority (CHFA) have 
also designated funds for the project. 
The Friends of Ski Hi was also named 
as a beneficiary for the Larry and Viv-
ian Reed Estate which has been a huge 
benefit for the project.

“Even though Friends of Ski Hi 
and the City of Monte Vista decided 
to proceed with the actual building 
of the facility, there is still additional 

Please see SKI-HI on Page 2
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ACCEPTING BIDS FOR 
COUNTY OWNED ITEMS

�e Saguache County Board of Commissioners are accepting sealed bids for the fol-
lowing County Owned items.  �e sealed bid will be accepted by the Commissioners 
during public meetings, at their discretion until February 1, 2021.  Bids received will 
be opened by the Board as they are received.
If you would like to submit a sealed bid offer for any available items, a bid packet and 
a list of items up for bid are also available on the Saguache County website at www.
saguachecounty.net or you can call the Administration office at 719-655-2231 or by 
email request to administration@saguachecounty-co.gov.
Bids must be submitted on a County bid form and must be in a sealed envelope with 
the item listed on the outside of the envelope. ONE ITEM PER BID SHEET please.
Funds must accompany bids.  NO CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED.
To view items for bid please contact the Saguache County Road and Bridge office at 
719-655-2554.  
2020 AUCTION ITEMS

Cra�sman Riding Lawn Mower – Minimum bid amount $250 -Includes mower deck, 
bagging system, snow plow, wheel weights and tire chains.  Mower is in working 
order.

Black & Decker Radial Arm Saw – Minimum bid amount - $50 – works great
Tecumseh Snow Blower – Minimum bid $25 - Works just small
Yard Man Mower – Minimum bid amount $25 - Comes with bag, self-propelled fea-

ture is disabled
Husqvarna Weedwhacker – Minimum bid amount $20 - Does not stay running 
Truck Tool Box – Minimum bid $50
Fits standard width box
Ford F250 Fleet #121 – Minimum bid amount $500 - 2WD, front gas tank does not 

work, tank switch needs to be replaced, shi�s hard, U joints need to be replaced
Cra�s Man Riding Lawn Mower – Minimum bid amount $150 – includes mower 

deck, bagging system, snow plow, wheel weights, tire chains
Truck Tool Box – Minimum bid amount - $50 – fits standard width box
2000 Ford Escort – Minimum bid amount $250 - VIN – 3FAKP1139YR211153 - Col-

or – Gold - Mileage – 176,702
Condition – not good needs a lot of work
2006 - Ford Crown Victoria – Minimum bid amount $200
2000 - Chevrolet Tahoe - Minimum bid amount $200
1984 - White Chevrolet Van - Minimum bid amount $200
2009 - Black Ford Crown Victoria - Minimum bid amount $200
2014 - Black Ford Explorer - Minimum bid amount $200
2007 - Black Ford Expedition - Minimum bid amount $200
2011 - Black Ford Crown Victoria - Minimum bid amount $200
1998 - 4-Wheeler Trailer - Minimum bid amount $500
2012 - Black Dodge Charger - Minimum bid amount $500
ATV Sportsman Polaris – True 4x4 on Demand – VIN – 4XACH42A42A5Z2231 - 

Minimum bid amount $200
ATV Polaris Xplorer – 400 Liquid Cooled – VIN – 4XAOC38C4W2103169 - Mini-

mum bid amount $200
1997 Trailer – single axle – plywood floor – 4TCSS1101WHX10108 -Minimum bid 

amount $200
#126 – 1994 Chevrolet K2500 ¾ Ton 4x4 – bad wiring – smokes when battery is 

hooked up - Minimum bid amount $500
#130 – 1999 Ford F250 Super Duty ¾ Ton 4x Minimum bid amount 4 Pickup – bad 

ECM – none available - Minimum bid amount $500
#203 – 1979 Ford F600 Truck – bad motor - Minimum bid amount $3000
#207 – 1987 GMC Brigadier Truck SA (single axel) Plow – no hydraulics – no steering 

- Minimum bid amount $3000
#208 – 1989 IHC S1700 Truck SA (single axel) Plow – bad motor - Minimum bid 

amount $2500
#209 – 1989 IHC S1700 Truck SA (single axel) Plow – bad motor, clutch and transmis-

sion - Minimum bid amount $2500
#306 – 1980 Chevrolet Bruin TA Truck (no bed) – bad engine - Minimum bid amount 

$1000
1998 – Mercury will not start (title) - Minimum bid amount $250
1975 International Scout will not start (no title/has VIN Inspection) – Minimum bid 

amount $2000
1972 International PV (no title/has VIN Inspection) - Minimum bid amount $1000
1977 VOG Motorhome – (no title/has VIN Inspection) - Minimum bid amount $500

funding needed for its full comple-
tion,” said Kathy Woods, Friends of 
Ski Hi co-chair. “This is an Enterprise 
Zone tax credit project, so any financial 
contribution over $100 qualifies for a 
25%  tax credit to qualified Colorado 
income tax payers. Still donors should 
check with their accountants to be sure 
they qualify for this benefit.” 

Friends of Ski Hi is seeking to raise 
a minimum of 10 to 15% of the total 
construction costs to use as matching 
funds  for additional grant applications. 
The goal is to raise locally at least 
$875,000, and more if possible. 

“Friends of Ski Hi are so close, yet so 
far from raising the amount needed for 
the total project cost of $8,641,800,” 
said Shriver. “To date, we’ve been able 
to secure cash and pledges amounting 
to $8,055,903  or  93% of the total. 
But that means we are still short the 
final 7% or $585,897 to complete 
the project. We are still seeking grant 
funding, but Friends of Ski Hi needs 
to continue to bring in local match-
ing funds locally,” said Shriver. “We 
hope to raise an additional $100,000 
to $150,000 in our community in the 
next couple of months.” 

“Many of the foundations to which 
Friends of Ski Hi applied for grant 
funding prior to COVID-19 were 
excited about the project,” Shriver 
noted. “However, once the virus hit, the 
foundations focused on trying to meet 
immediate humanitarian needs  and to 
support local communities. This meant 
that capital grant applications became 
a low funding priority for them even 
though they still saw the value of the 
project.”

“This project has truly been a San 
Luis Valley community project,” said 
Woods. “People, businesses, and orga-
nizations have all pitched in to make 
this work, as we all see the benefits 
this facility will bring to the whole San 
Luis Valley.”  

Numerous organizations have writ-
ten letters of support which can be 
viewed on the Friends of Ski Hi web-
site at https://www.friendsofskihi.org. 
The Monte Vista Community Fund 
and the SLV Development Resource 
Group  have served as fiscal agents 
for grants. Many volunteer hours have 
been contributed to the project along 
with the generous in-kind work on 
pre-demolition work by Colorado Seed 
and Pro Mountain Farms employees, 
and demolition of the old facility from 
Jim Willschau, Adrian Absmeier, Troy 
Geringer, Cooley and Sons, Cooper 
Drilling, Brian Mauloff, and the Rio 
Grande County Road and Bridge 
Department. 

The previous Ski Hi facility served 
the entire regional  community well. 
We all have fond memories of events  
at Ski-Hi Park, whether the Ski-Hi 
Stampede Rodeo and Concerts (Colo-
rado’s Oldest Professional Rodeo), 
the Monte Vista Crane Festival, the 
San Luis Valley Fair, educational 
events such as the Southern Colorado 
Agricultural Conference, or  the many 
other community events that took place 
there through the years. However, the 
facility had seen better days and had 
serious safety issues that needed  to be 
addressed. In fact, the building  was on 
the verge of being condemned and the 
City of Monte Vista actually closed it in 
2018. The City agreed to reopen it for 
use after concerned citizens came up 
with a comprehensive plan to remedy 
the problem.

With the new building well under-
way and completion in sight, Friends 
of Ski Hi are reaching out to the com-
munity to respectfully ask those who 
can make a meaningful contribution to 
the project to please do so. “Please con-
sider the project in your year-end con-
tributions,” asked Shriver. “We would 
love to contact everyone individually 
either in person or in a letter request, 
but we are an all- volunteer group who 

SKI-HI Continued from Page 1

have real jobs and businesses to run 
in addition besides working on this 
project. We just don’t have time to 
contact each one individually, thus we 
are doing so through this news article.” 
Donations can be sent to Monte Vista 
Community Fund at P.O. Box 262, 
Monte Vista, Colorado 81144. The 
Monte Vista Community Fund and 
the City of Monte Vista have set up 
separate bank accounts for all dona-
tions so that all funds are traceable for 
this project. Each organization will also 

have year- end audits by a third party 
to verify the revenue and expenses.

This project embodies our past, 
serves our present and builds our 
future. Thanks to the many, many sup-
porters who are helping to make this 
new state of the art facility possible. 
Again, donations may be sent to P.O. 
Box 262, Monte Vista, CO 81144. 
Please call Karla Shriver at 719-850-
5808 or Kathy Woods at 719-588-4092 
if you have any questions about the 
project or funding opportunities.
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Call 719.658.3060  
www.mdswasteandrecycle.com

Happy Holidays
Due to the Christmas Holiday falling on a Friday this year, trash will be collected 

early for Thursday and Friday Customers ONLY the week of Christmas. 
There will be no trash collection on Friday December 25th.

City of Creede Thursday customers: Please have your trash ready for collection 
the morning of December 23rd (Wednesday)

City of Creede Thursday customers: Please have your recycling ready for 
collection the morning of December 24th (Thursday)

Mineral County Residents: Please have your recycling ready for collection the 
morning of December 24th (Thursday)

Friday trash customers: Please have your trash ready for collection on December 
24th (Thursday)

The week of New Years there will be NO CHANGE to your pick up schedules.

Trash and Recycle will be collected on regular schedules.
Trash WILL be collected Friday - New Years Day

If you have any questions please contact our office:

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 12/31/2020.

 Starter 

Package

$52999 
Minimum Install fee of $105*

500 Main Street, Alamosa, CO 81101 

(719) 589-5895

Other options also available.
Call for details.

Home & Office 
Security System

Includes: 
• 1 Keypad Panel (English) 

• 3 Door/Window Contacts 

• 1 Infrared Motion Detector 

• 1 Key Ring Remote

Shop Local! 

*Alamosa rate only, please call for outside area details

COLORADO. - While many fish 
diseases have declined in recent years 
due to good management practices, 
cases of bacterial kidney disease (BKD) 
seem to be increasing in the western 
U.S. The disease is caused by the bac-
teria Renibacterium salmoninarum, 
which is common in cold water streams 
and lakes. The disease is character-
ized by the presence of grayish-white 
abscesses in the kidney and can cause 
death in both wild and hatchery trout.

After negative tests in the Colorado 
fish hatchery system for 18 years, in 
2015 four state hatcheries, one federal 
hatchery, and a wild broodstock lake 
tested positive for the disease. An out-
break at one hatchery cost over $2.1 
million and impacted fish management 
statewide with the loss of over 675,000 
sport fish. In 2017, a statewide sampling 
effort led by CPW Research Scientist 
Dan Kowalski found the bacteria was 
common in trout habitat statewide, but 
generally occurred at low levels and 
only rarely caused outbreaks of disease 
in the wild. These recent detections 
of R. salmoninarum in hatcheries and 
wild fish populations in Colorado have 
generated additional questions about 
presence and infection intensity in trout 
and caused managers to revisit best 
management practices in hatcheries.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife has 
partnered with Colorado State Uni-
versity Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 
Research Unit and Ph.D. student Tawni 
Riepe to investigate important aspects of 
BKD in Colorado. Her work, while still 
ongoing, has already produced some 
interesting results. In one experiment, 
fish were caged in a water known to 
have fish infected with R. salmonina-
rum to look at direct bacterial transfer 
between infected and non-infected 
fish (a process known as horizontal 
transmission). The trial lasted for 90 
days and involved 320 caged cutthroat 
trout. Only one fish tested positive for 
the bacteria that causes BKD, demon-
strating that horizontal transmission was 
low under these conditions but occurred 
in a relatively short amount of time. A 
second experiment was designed to 
look at transmission from an infected 
fish to its offspring (known as vertical 
transmission). Early results confirm that 
eggs reared from fish infected with R. 
salmoninarum may have varying levels 
of the bacteria depending on the degree 
of infection within the parents.

“Understanding how the bacteria that 

Colorado trout disease 
study progressing

causes BKD is transmitted from fish to 
fish or fish to egg to fish, is important to 
figuring out how to minimize the spread 
of the bacteria and the disease among 
hatchery and wild fish populations,” 
commented Riepe.

Another focus of Riepe’s research is 
to compare and improve testing meth-
ods to detect the bacteria that causes 
BKD. The goal is to determine the best 
way to test fish, what test to use, and 
if non-lethal tests can be developed to 
test fish without sacrificing them. Just 
like testing for human pathogens that 
cause disease, like COVID-19, there 
are several ways to detect bacteria in 
fish. A technique called quantitative 
polymerase chain reaction (qPCR) 
can be used to detect the DNA of the 
pathogen and to determine the intensity 
of infection in fish. Another approach 
is to test for antigens, proteins on the 
surface of the pathogen that a fish host 
uses to produce antibodies that attack 
the bacteria. Riepe, in collaboration with 
Dr. John Drennan, a Senior Fish Pa-
thologist with CPW, is also working on 
methods to evaluate if currently healthy 
fish have been previously infected with 
the bacteria by testing for antibody 
production. All of these methods have 
their strengths and weaknesses, and this 
important research will help identify the 
best methods to test for the bacteria that 
causes BKD in Colorado trout popula-
tions. Current results indicate that using 
qPCR to test the mucus, kidney, and 
liver tissue of the fish produced the best 
results and, in several cases, the non-
lethal test of a fish’s mucus produced 
similar results to more traditional organ 
tissue tests.

A final component of the research is 
to explore how the disease may impact 
wild trout populations. Brook trout are 
known to be particularly susceptible to 
R. salmoninarum infections that can 
lead to BKD, so Riepe and her col-
leagues are studying several brook trout 
populations in high elevation streams 

and lakes to determine if varying levels 
of the bacteria might affect age, growth 
and survival of the fish.

Riepe is also working closely with Dr. 
Eric Fetherman, an Aquatic Research 
Scientist from CPW, to conduct this 
important work and is being advised at 
CSU by Dr. Dana Winkelman. Together 
they hope to make some headway 
in the management of this disease to 
benefit fish populations and anglers of 
Colorado.

“Tawni’s work with R. salmoninarum
represents some of the most comprehen-
sive research conducted in inland trout 
populations and will not only benefit 
the State’s wild and hatchery-reared 
cutthroat trout populations and the 
anglers of Colorado, but also further 
contribute to our knowledge of bacterial 
kidney disease in the United States and 
worldwide,” said Fetherman.

“Collaborating with CPW has been 
one of the highlights of my Ph.D. 
experience,” Riepe said. “Not only 
has the expertise that lies within the 
agency’s biologists, hatchery manag-
ers, and aquatic researchers enhanced 
all the planning and executing of these 
research projects, but the support and 
advice I have received from everyone I 
am directly working with or behind the 
scenes has been unmeasurable and I am 
completely humbled.”

$7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!
Your choice of: 8” Pizza w/one topping 

and Fountain Drink • Calzone and 
Fountain Drink • Caesar Salad and 

Fountain Drink

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“Very friendly 
people and the 
pizzas are very 

tasty!”
-Scotty J., Google 
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment 
Options

We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items must
 be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

04 Lost and Found 
Black Lab is 11 months old his 
name is Heinz 57. Missing from

La Garita Ranchette. Has green 
Collar and has all his shots. 719-
221-4690. (12/25)

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER:  Special 
Holiday Prices: Elk Grade A  $13/
lb. Deer Grade A $11/lb.5 miles west 
of Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-
0942 (01/21)

Deer voucher wanted for 2021. 
Willing to pay going rate. Not a 
broker, this is for myself and pos-
sibly wife. Call or text Curran at 
320-291-9297. (3/3)

07 Help Wanted
Looking for a new Career? We 
have an immediate opening for 
an ADVERTISING SALES REP-
RESENTATIVE. Duties include 
calling on area businesses to sell 
display advertisements, selling and 
managing online advertisements, 
meeting daily sales goals and other 
duties as needed. Potential earnings 
of $23,000-$30,000+ with com-
petitive benefits package. If you’re 
goal-oriented, motivated, and a 
self-starter with high ambitions of 
a successful and enjoyable career, 
send your resume to Managing Edi-
tor, Trey Spaulding, at Valley Pub-
lishing, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, 
CO 81144 or email to tspaulding@
valleypublishinginc.com (12/30)

Saguache County is currently 
accepting RFP’s for a new 
Saguache GENERAL PUR-
POSE OF POSITION: Serves 
as the County’s Chief Legal Of-
ficer and Legal Counsel to the 
Board of County Commissioners. 
Performs a variety of complex 
high level administrative, techni-

cal, professional work in advising 
and representing Board of County 
Commissioners and Elected Of-
ficials (upon direction from Board 
of County Commissioners), and 
Department Heads; conduct civil 
lawsuits; prepare legal documents 
and correspondence; conduct legal 
research and assist various enti-
ties and committees supported or 
appointed by the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners.MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS :Current ly 
licensed to practice law in the 
State of Colorado and the United 
States Court of Appeals.  Abil-
ity to independently perform listed 
responsibilities with a minimum 
of supervision.  ESSENTIAL 
POSITION FUNCTIONS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES:Researches 
and applies knowledge of federal 
and state statutes and regulations 
relating to county government, 
contracts, employment civil rights, 
land use, environment, finance and 
general law. Prepares briefs, plead-
ings, contracts, and other legal docu-
ments and correspondence; operate 
computer, analyze and render opin-
ions regarding comprehensive legal 
issues/documents; and negotiates 
on the County’s behalf. Represents 
the legal and business interests of 
the County, makes presentations 
in various types of litigation and 
administrative hearings, including 
child and adult protection and child 
support matters when working with 
Social Services.Represents the 
County and Department of Social 
Services in trials, appeals and ad-
ministrative proceedings in courts 
and in State administrative agen-
cies statewide.This is a full-time 
position with benefits included.All 
interested parties should submit a 
proposal in a sealed envelope 

with “COUNTY ATTORNEY” 
on the envelope by January 15, 
2021 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache 
County, Attention:  Wendi Maez, 
County Administrator, PO Box 
100, Saguache, CO 81149.  For 
questions please contact Wendi 
Maez, County Administrator at 
719-655-2231 or you may email 
your questions to wmaez@sagua-
checounty-co.gov.(01/21)

Upper Rio Grande School District 
is looking for an energetic and 
experienced candidate to serve as 
the district’s Instrumental Music 
Teacher. Along with conducting 
our high school and middle school 
band programs, this position will 
also oversee the development of 

our elementary instrumental music 
appreciation program. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s degree or 
higher in Music or Music Education. 
The applicant must also possess or 
be able to obtain an appropriate 
Colorado teaching license. Please 
submit your application, resume, 
and cover letter to: Aaron Horrocks, 
Jr/Sr High Principal at ahorrocks@
urtigers or Amy Duda, Elementary 
Principal at aduda@urtigers.co.  Ap-
plications can be picked up at the 
District Office or online at www.
urtigers.co (12/30)

The Del Norte Jr/Sr High School 

LV VeeNLnJ a TXaOLfied Secondary 
Social Studies Teacher.  Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s degree or 

higher and possess or be able to 
obtain a Colorado Teaching License 
with a Secondary Social Studies 
endorsement.  Please submit your 
application, resume and cover letter 
to:  Aaron Horrocks at ahorrocks@
urtigers.co or contact Aaron at (719) 
657 - 4020.  Applications can be 
accessed online at www.urtigers.
co (12/30)

10 Apartments for Rent
2 bedroom/1 bath recently remod-
eled in Monte Vista. $650/deposit, 
$650/month. Call (719)852-2096. 
(12/30 TFN) 

12 House for Rent
Large 3Br/1Ba/1Car 2Sty Home 
Rental Alamosa. Inc. Appliances, 

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

If you are interested in adopting, If you are interested in adopting, 
www.urgasconouranimalshelter.rorg

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the Upper 
Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Nala is a 2 year 
old American 
Staffordshire 

mix. She is very 
calm, affection-
ate and playful. 
She does great 
with all people 

and kids. She 
also does really 
well with other 

dogs.

Riley we believe is 
an American Bull-
dog/Australian Shep-
herd mix. He is about 
2 years old. He is 
very friendly and 
affectionate. He has 
done well with all 
people he has met. 
We feel he has good 
potential with other 
dogs with a little 
work. 

Gorda 
is a 3 
year old 
Shepherd 
mix. She 
is very 
friendly 
with all 
people 
including 
kids. She 
is full of 
energy 
and is 
very 
play-
ful and 
affection-

ate. She has potential to get along with 
larger dogs, but absolutely no small 
dogs or animals.

Sweets 
is a 2 
year 
old Pit 
Bull 
mix. 
She is 
a very 
hyper 
and 
friend-
ly dog. 
She is 
great 
with 
all 
people 

including kids. She has some potential 
with other dogs, but she’s a little 
picky. She is very loving and affec-
tionate gal.

Guapo 
is a 2 
year old 
Shepherd 
mix. He 
has lots 
of energy 
and is 
playful, 
and af-
fection-
ate. He 
does well 
with all 
people 
and kids. 
He has 
potential with other dogs but we 
still need to test him. He is a very 
smart dog and is good at escaping 
his kennels.
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors L.L.C.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

$22

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
�e Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
�e Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

(330)317-0896
Custom 

C&C Routering  � Laser Engraving

Complete Solar Systems 

Rhino Voltz Lithium Batteries 

Inverters, Charge Controllers, Wire 

6689 County Road DD.5 �  La Jara 

Mountain View Crafts & Solar 

County Line
Small Engine Repair

719-589-6466 � 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. � La Jara

 We have trailer wiring, brakes, 
parts and all the essentials! 

 READY FOR WINTER!

Sales, Service and 
Repairs for Most 
Major Brands of 

Power Equipment

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

W/D, Shop area, fenced yard, pets 
neg. 1000mo/1000dep. Year lease. 
Paul 719-992-4896. (01/21)

Remodeled 1+bedroom/1+bath 
unit in Del Norte. $600/month, 
inclusive of water and sewer.
Credit report required. No Pets Call 
719-850-0750. (12/16)

17 Real Estate For Sale
PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59 
acres with center pivot, new 
60X120 steel shop, 2 ½ shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 2000 GPM 
well, 2 miles from Center.  Priced 
to Sell, Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

11 circles in Center area with 
excellent potato ground, excellent 
wells and water rights, high pro-
duction, sandy soil, 2 homes, shop, 
potato storage, first time ever on 
market and sold as full unit. Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, LLC 719-580-0770. Serious 
inquires only (TFN)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 acres 
with top water rights, production, 
1.2 miles of Rio Grande River 
and ½ mile of Conejos River.
$1,750,000.  Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770 (TFN)

Pastureland, 397 acres in north of 
Monte Vista Airport on County 
Line Road with good grass and 
location.  Also contains a huge 
amount of  gravel on the property
$525,000.00  call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

36 Miscellaneous 
New 3/4HP 220V HZ50 Electric 
Motor Vacuum Pump Flow Rate 
6CFM $200 call 719-274-5511. 
(01/06)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(12/25)

Wanted: small utility trailer Call 
Derek 719-580-7846. (12/25)

FALL SALE! 240 Watt Solar Pan-
els Only $.59 Per Watt! Bontrag-
ers Variety Store  9726 S.  County 
Road 3 E Monte Vista Co 81144. 
(12/25)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifica-
tions! Containers are water & rodent 
proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total 
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346 
(12/25 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER. We Stock Invert-
ers, Charge Controllers and Batter-

ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Rolls, More. We Also 
Carry Cable and PV Wire. Thank 
you for Buying Bontrager’s Variety 
Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 
719-852-0500. (TFN) (12/31)

38 Machinery, Tools, and 

Equipment
For Sale: All Items Are Brand 
New: Dewalt Table Saw, Battery 
Operated Framing Nail Gun, and 
A Standard Size Refrigerator.
Also have 250 Used Cinder blocks. 
Please call 719-937-3868 for pric-
ing. (12/31)  

40 Auto Part
4-Near New BF Goodrich Allter-
ain Tires 265/70R17 $800.00. Call 
719-588-6820. (12/31)

48 Pets & Supplies
Free to a good home--5 year old 
Australian Shepherd/ Pyrenees mix 
dog.  Call 719-852-2945. (01/21)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS: We 
pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 
(TFN2-21)

65 Professional Services
CERTIFIED HOT TUB CARE 

AND MAINTENANCE, Drinking 

water samples taken 719-850-0075 

(12/31)

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/31)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. (12/31/2020 
TFN)
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • WWW.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Central processing unit

 4. Military action

10. How electricity gets to 
train carriages (abbr.)

11. Unsafe

12. Of (French)

14. Autonomic nervous 
system

15. Type of bean

16. Accuse formally of a crime

18. Promote

22. Type of lava

23. Meat from a deer

24. Herbaceous plants

26. Potato state

27. Helsinki neighborhood

28. Sports officials

30. Shout wildly

31. Reptile genus

34. Frocks

36. Born of

37. N. Scandinavian 
indigenous people

39. Poultry cage

40. Aquatic insect genus

41. Of I

42. Ad __:  tirelessly repetitive

48. Item

50. Produce

51. Seedless raisin

52. Bond in a third party’s 
control

53. Legendary character __ 
Finn

54. Space station

55. Note at the end of a letter

56. In a way, contradicted

58. Midway between 
northeast and east

59. Bears important traffic

60. Brooklyn hoopster

CLUES DOWN

 1. Presides

 2. Artist’s tool

 3. On a higher floor

 4. Commercial

 5. Something to watch

 6. Chased

 7. Commercial producers

 8. Keyboard instrument

 9. Blue grass state

12. Phonograph recording

13. Unusual

17. Popular average

19. A native or inhabitant of 
Asia

20. N. Sweden river

21. Related on the mother’s 
side

25. Mediator

29. Partner of to

31. Arm bones

32. Korean seafood dish

33. Tap of the foot

35. Astronauts

38. Carolina footballer

41. Indiana city

43. Of or relating to bears

44. Not widely known

45. Body part

46. At the peak

47. High-pitched cries of a cat

49. A way to intimidate

56. Prosecutor

57. Atomic #66

Photo courtesy Colorado Parks and Wildlife / Bill Vogrin

A greenback cutthroat trout caught in Bear Creek near Colorado Springs

COLORADO SPRINGS – Aquatic 
biologists and researchers at Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife have launched an 
intensive review of data on Bear Creek 
after a routine survey revealed a trou-
bling decline in greenback cutthroat 
trout populations.

“We have looked into several fac-
tors that may have contributed to this 
decline including water quality, tem-
perature, flow, sediment accumulation, 
disease and the possibility of some 
unnatural human-caused event,” said 
Josh Nehring, senior aquatic biologist 
for CPW’s Southeast Region. “At this 
point, we cannot say there is one single, 
definitive cause.”

In 2012, CPW confirmed that tiny 
Bear Creek, on the city’s southwest 
edge, was home to wild greenback 
cutthroat trout, which are the Colorado 
state fish and are native to the South 
Platte River in the northeast. 

For decades the greenback was be-
lieved to be extinct. So protecting the 
3½-mile stretch of water holding the 
only known population of naturally 
reproducing greenbacks became a top 
priority of CPW aquatic biologists. 
Today, the greenbacks are listed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as 
a threatened species. 

In the years since the discovery, 
CPW has worked to protect and 
improve the creek habitat and the sur-
rounding watershed and to develop a 
second brood stock. Brood stock is a 
small population of fish kept in optimal 
conditions in a hatchery to maximize 
breeding and provide a source of fish 
for the establishment of new popula-
tions in suitable habitats. 

Each spring, CPW spawns the 
greenbacks on the banks of Bear 
Creek. And the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service hatches the fertilized eggs at 
its Leadville National Fish Hatchery to 
produce thousands of greenback fry. At 
various sizes, the fish are then stocked 
into creeks and lakes in the South Platte 
River drainage.

CPW hopes these releases will lead 
to greenbacks being re-established and 
reproducing in the wild. But that mile-
stone has not yet been documented, 
making the Bear Creek population 
critical to the species’ survival.

“Since 2008, we have surveyed 
Bear Creek every three years to assess 
the size and health of the greenback 
population,” Nehring said. “We only 
surveyed every three years to minimize 
stress on the fish.

“This September, we surveyed four 
reaches of the creek and the results 
were troubling. They suggested up 
to an 80 percent decline in the adult 
population. However, a fairly robust 
class of immature fish suggests that 
adults were still common and prolific 
until recently.”

CPW launched an immediate in-
vestigation to determine the cause of 
the decline.

Water temperatures appear to be 
normal over the past three years and 
CPW’s annual disease inspection on 
brook trout living in Bear Creek down-
stream of the greenback population 
showed they continue to be disease-
free.

The U.S. Forest Service, which 
shares jurisdiction over Bear Creek 

CPW aquatic biologists 
studying troubling decline in 

greenback cutthroat population
with El Paso County and Colorado 
Springs, is monitoring sediment accu-
mulation in the creek. And a major res-
toration project was just completed 
to improve the habitat, increase pool 
depth and reduce sediment accumula-
tion in the creek. 

The September survey preceded the 
creek habitat restoration work. CPW 
biologists do not believe that work, or 
a recent wildfire that burned within a 
half mile of the creek, had any impact 
on the greenback population.

Bear Creek is somewhat unusual 
as it does not typically experience a 
snowmelt-driven runoff in the spring. 
Rather, peak flows generally occur 
during the late summer monsoon 
season and are precipitated by strong 
rain events.  

“Over the past three years, we have 
not seen these higher flows that help to 
scour out the pool habitats,” Nehring 
said. “Although there has been an in-
crease of sediment in the pool habitats, 
it doesn’t appear that would have been 
the sole reason for the decline in the 
population.”

CPW’s investigation into the popula-
tion decline and search for a solution 
is ongoing.

“We will continue to evaluate and in-
vestigate these factors and others, such 
as possible deliberate human caused 
events,” Nehring said. “The take or 
killing of a threatened species is a seri-
ous offense and carries significant fines 
under the Endangered Species Act. 

“At the same time, we are inten-
sifying our efforts to broaden our 
brood stock, accelerate our release of 
greenbacks into their native waters and 
look for other ways to preserve this 
important fish.”

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
NEW HOURS

Please wear a mask.

The Holy Moses

Wishing all of 
our customers 
a Happy and 

Blessed New Year! 

20% Off 
through 
12/31*!

Thank you for supporting us this year! 

Closed New Year’s Day
*excludes consignment
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DEL NORTE - After serving as a sports officiator for many years, local 
Terry Haynie was chosen by the Colorado High School Athletic Association 
to officiate the state football games in Pueblo this year. Haynie has served 
the Del Norte community in many ways, including serving as Mayor for a 
short time in the 80s but his favorite past time has been the opportunity to 
serve the local sports teams throughout their careers.

“It really is a wonderful thing to watch children grow. It was great to be 
chosen to officiate for the six-man teams in Pueblo. The games went re-
ally well, and it was a great thing to be a part of.” Haynie has served as an 
officiator for the past 17 years and has plans to continue to serve the local 
sports teams well into the future.

Del Norte resident Terry Haynie (wearing a white hat) was chosen by the 
Colorado High School Athletic Association to officiate the state football 
games in Pueblo this year.

Haynie chosen 
to officiate state 
football games

SAN LUIS VALLEY -  San 
Luis Valley Health, which has a 
number of clinics throughout the 
San Luis Valley as well as the SLV 
Health Regional Medical Center 
in Alamosa and Conejos County 
Hospital in La Jara, recently held 
a coat drive and the employees and 
their families donated more than 
250 coats and other items.

Because of the COVID pandem-
ic, the items were taken directly to 
Weiss Dry Cleaning in Alamosa, 
who volunteered to clean and 
package every item for distribu-
tion. The SLVH Conejos County 
Hospital maintenance department 
picked up each load of coats as 
they were prepared.

“We will be distributing the 
items to the local food banks in 

both Conejos and Alamosa Coun-
ty,” explained Whitney Beiriger, 
executive assistant at Conejos 
County Hospital. “These coats will 
be given to a variety of community 
members who are needing a little 
extra warmth this time of year.”

Conejos County Hospital Ad-
ministrator  Zach Weiderspon 
wanted to thank everyone who 
participated in the coat drive. “It 
goes without saying that this year 
has been challenging for all of 
us, so we are so appreciative of 
everyone who participated,” Wei-
derspon said. “We would also like 
to extend a special thank you to 
Dan Marquez and the employees at 
Weiss Dry Cleaning for all of their 
hard work on getting these items 
cleaned and ready to hand out.”

Photo provided by SLV Health

SLV Health held a winter coat drive, and more than 250 items were col-
lected by employees and cleaned by Weiss Dry Cleaning. The items will 
be distributed throughout Alamosa and Conejos counties. Shown here 
are employees from the Conejos County Hospital environmental services 
team, maintenance team, administration, the Conejos County EMS team 
and Dan Marquez, owner of Weiss Dry Cleaning. 

SLV Health 
employee coat drive

 Find us on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate
San Luis Valley 

Area Real Estate

New Listing! Charming Family Home,
Priced to Sell! 

4 bedroom • 2 bath • 1,850 sq. �. • $215,000
Comfortable family home with large balcony to 

enjoy your mountain views!  Nice kitchen, stone fire-
place, wood-burning stove and beautiful bathrooms! MLS #758665

198 Elm Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

New Listing! Charming Family Home,

SOLD

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Everything you could want from mountain living! 
4 bedrooms • 4.5 baths • 4,504 sq. �.

• 6 acres •$888,000
Custom-built home in River Island Ranch 
with a built in theater, 5 car heated garage and 
2 car separate garage, screened-in porch, safe 
room, wet bar and much more! �e yard has 
a sprinkler system and a fire pit, perfect for 
entertaining! POA includes access to fishing 
on the RIo Grande, road maintenance and 
snow removal. MLS #765728 

104 Explorer Way • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

New Listing! Golf Course Living at its finest! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,0978 sq. �. • $379,000

Stunning views in all directions with huge windows, luxurious master suite, 
rock propane fireplace, high-end Jenn Air appliances, custom cabinetry, 
large stone patio for entertaining, 2-car garage and so much more! Rio 

Grande Club Membership and Home Furnishings negotiable. MLS #767109 
6827 Snead Ln • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

You won’t believe your eyes! Stunning Views, Lots of Wildlife! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,900 sq. �. $549,000 

Check out some of the best, 360 degree, hilltop views in South Fork 
from your deck! Open kitchen, dining and living area, vaulted ceil-
ings, Jacuzzi tub, finished basement with a rec room! MLS #767631

852 Soaring Eagle Lane • South Fork 
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

Finely Cra�ed Mountain Home! 
• 2 Bedroom • 2 Bathroom • 2-car Garage • 1,388 sq. �. • $389,900

Delightful Ranch Style Mountain Home with 2 car garage and an additional detached 
cement floor garage/workshop. Nice size kitchen with custom cabinets containing large 
lazy Susans, Large Pantry and lots of storage. Open dining and large living area with large 
Sunny Bay window and beautiful mountain views. �is kitchen is complete with refrig-
erator, cookstove, dishwasher and trash compactor. Large Laundry room with tons of 
storage. Living room with wood burning stove and additional heat source and home is 
well insulated throughout. Off the living room entry is a wonderful sitting porch. Perfect 
place to have that morning cup of coffee and watch the mule deer and wild turkeys! 

MLS#772014 • 193 Whispering Pines Drive

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT

Majestic Mountain Home in Beaver Mountain Estates!
• 5 bedrooms  5 bathrooms • 2,912 sq. �. • 3-car heated garage • $745,900
A beautiful home with charm and elegance in Beaver Mountain Estates! 

�is Home borders the national forest with beautiful mountain views from the wrap around front 
deck and outdoor propane fireplace with additional large rear covered porch. Large living room with 

Lennox propane fireplace and ETF electrical heating that can heat the home and dining area with 
custom light fixture with dining seating 10 for all your entertaining. Custom Kitchen with two sinks 
and two dishwashers for quick clean up a�er entertaining with beautiful Knotty Alder wood cabinets 
and new refrigerator and microwave. �is home is beautifully hand troweled on ceilings/walls with 

tall ceilings and tall solid wood interior doors and Pella double-hung windows for easy cleaning. 
�is home comes mostly furnished with additional tools and the following equipment in the garage 
including snow blower, air compressor, battery chargers all this and more with beautiful mountain 

views with Rocky Mountain Elk and other wildlife right out your back door. 
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
Cell 719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thank you to 

everyone who 

let me help 

them find a 
home in 2020

Beautiful Home on the Range!
3 bedroom •3 bathroom • 1,808 sq. �. •$449,000

 �is meticulous, comfortable, well-maintained ranch style log home is located on 6 
+ acres with reach out and touch mountain views and moments from the Rio Grande 

National Forest. Open Great Room, Living, Dining, and Kitchen with wood floors and a 
beautiful stone fireplace. Wonderful split floor plan with a Master Bedroom on one side 
of the home and guest rooms on the other. Attached cement floor two car garage large 
enough for storage of four-wheelers, fishing gear, tools, and more.  Large deck out back 

and fireplace ring sitting area, large covered front porch. 
1104 Expedition drive • South Forkt 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD


