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REFINANCE YOUR HOME LOAN TODAY!
What would you do the the extra money you can save from a home refinance!

Call Julie or Scott at 657-4558 today to find out 
how we can put more money in your pocket!

A L A M O S A C O U N T Y - 
The Colorado State Patrol is 
investigating a 2 vehicle crash on 
Highway 285, milepost 119, at 
the summit of Poncha Pass, which 
resulted in one fatality.

At approximately 12:05 p.m. 
on Dec. 29, 2020, a black 2019 
Dodge Durango was northbound on 
Highway 285. A red 2006 Dodge 
Ram 2500 was southbound on 
Highway 285. The Durango lost 
control and began to rotate counter 
clockwise. The Durango crossed 
the center line into the southbound 
lanes. The Durango struck the 
Ram’s front with its right side. 
The Durango came to rest on its 
wheels on the southbound white 
line. The Ram came to rest on its 
wheels off the southbound edge of 
the highway.

The driver of the Durango was 
pronounced deceased on scene. 
The two juvenile passengers of the 
Durango were transported to Heart 
of the Rockies with serious injuries. 
The driver and passenger of the 
Ram were transported to Heart of 
the Rockies with serious injuries.

The crash is st i l l  under 
investigation by the Colorado 
State Patrol Vehicular Crimes Unit.

SAGUACHE COUNTY - 
Saguache County Public Health 
is now making appointments 
for COVID-19 vaccinations 
for county residents that are 
high- and moderate-risk health 
care workers, first responders, 

and county residents age 70 and 
above. Supplies are limited. 
Appointments are required. Call 
719-655-2533.  

COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
are in:

• Saguache; Thursday, Jan. 7, 10, 

a.m. - 4 p.m.
• Center; Friday, Jan. 8, 10, a.m. 

- 4 p.m.
• Crestone; Wednesday, Jan. 13, 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Wear your mask and stay in your 

car until instructed to come inside.

By Patrick Shea

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
According to Janet Beiriger from 
Saguache County Public Health, 
staff received 300 doses of the 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine for 
the county’s first two clinics this 
week. Across Colorado, the Phase 
1 distribution plan for the winter 
has been rolled out in two waves. 

“We are vaccinating first 
responders first — EMS, Fire, 
Police, Healthcare workers — and 
also starting on our 70-and-older 
crowd,” Beiriger said. “We have 
allowed the immuno-compromised 
ones to join in that group as they are 
high risk.”

The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine requires a thermal shipping 
container with dry ice storage chilled 
between -80°C and -60°C (-112°F 
to -76°F). Even the coldest recorded 
date in the state would have been 
too hot for leaving vials outdoors 
overnight (-61°F on Feb. 1, 1985, 
in Maybell, Colorado).

“We opted not to order that one 
because of that,” Beiriger explained. 
“We do not have the capacity to keep 
that one at those temperatures. The 
vaccine also has to be warmed up 
before it is given. Once it is warmed 
up and the vial opened, we have six 

Saguache County 
receives Moderna 

COVID-19 vaccine

Poncha Pass crash 
results in fatality

Please see VACCINE on Page 2A

By trey SPaulding

SAN LUIS VALLEY -  Positive 
COVID-19 cases in the San Luis 
Valley (SLV) dropped during the past 
two weeks but began to increase after 
the new year. Alamosa and Costilla 
counties went from “Level Red” on 
the state’s COVID-19 dial to “Level 
Orange.” Only Saguache county is at 
“Level Yellow” in the SLV. 

Jan. 6, 2021, the SLV had a two-week 

positivity rate of 2.16%.  According 
to the Johns Hopkins Coronavirus 
Resource Center Colorado has seen an 
uptick in positive tests in the past two 
weeks with a 7-day statewide average 
increasing from 7.76% to 8.5%.  

Wednesday, Jan. 6, the number 
of active cases increased above 200 
again with 209 active cases. This was 
an increase of 28 active cases from 
the previous day. Alamosa County 

continues to lead the Valley with the 
highest number of cases with 108. Rio 
Grande County active cases increased 
by 28 active cases since Jan. 4  to 56 
active cases on Jan. 6, 2021.

According to the San Luis Valley 
Health Partnership, “Vaccinations 
to fight COVID-19 illness are still 
in limited supply. We are currently 
authorized to provide vaccinations 
to those in the Colorado Phase 1A 

and those “above the dotted line” in 
Phase 1B. This includes high- and 
moderate-risk health care workers and 
first responders, as well as individuals 
age 70 and above. Those in long-term 
care facilities are scheduled to receive 
vaccinations in January as well. 
Vaccinations are intended to prevent 
COVID-19 illness, but it is untested 
how well the vaccines may prevent 

COVID-19 dial positions drop for some SLV counties

Please see DIAL on Page 4A

By Patrick Shea

SAGUACHE — After closing 
the courthouse twice in December 
in response to COVID-19 cases, 
Saguache County commissioners 
approved a plan for reopening the 
building and other county offices 
during their regular session on Jan. 5.

Commissioners agreed to open 
the courthouse on Jan. 6 with the 
following restrictions. Residents are 
encouraged to make appointments to 
visit departments, and the capacity is 
limited to 14 people on the main floor. 
Masks are required.

As commissioner Jason Anderson 
explained during their discussion, 
“Our lobby isn’t big enough for social 
distancing.” A large table obstructs 
traffic flow to county offices on With the Saguache County courthouse closed, commissioners held their public meeting via ZOOM on Jan. 5 

to discuss reopening the building.

Commissioners reopen Saguache County courthouse

Please see COUNTY on Page 6A

Saguache County COVID-19 
vaccination appointments

Simpson and 
Valdez join 

forces with Los 
Promotores del 

Valle de San Luis  
By katie dokSon 

Senator-elect Cleve Simpson 
and Representative Donald Valdez 
joined together with the Los 
Promotores del Valle de San Luis 
and Schulz Realty to spread some 
holiday cheer among the residents 
affected by COVID-19 in Center, 
CO. Mr. Simpson and Mr. Valdez 
masked up and visited porches 
with over 100 stockings full of 
gifts, assembled and donated by 
Schulz Realty.  

The households each gave 
their story about how COVID-19 
affected their lives in different 
ways.  Some had lost  family 
members, some had their whole 
family fall ill, some were put out 
of work and some were hit with 
both cancer and the virus. 

Cleave stated “I  was both 
humbled and inspired by the 
opportunity to participate with 
community members helping 
other community members in the 
Valley struggling with the reality of 
COVID 19.  We don’t always speak 
the same language, but the pain of 
losing loved ones is evident beyond 
spoken words.  It was inspiring to 
see our community rise up to help 

Please see JOIN on Page 6A
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oBituarieS

Ernesto “Ricardo” Velasquez was 
born on Oct. 15, 1972, in Del Norte 
to Richard and Cora Velasquez. He 
passed away on Dec. 25, 2020.

His love for driving heavy 
equipment led him to enroll in a 
lineman apprentice program in 
California. He became a certified 
lineman and started a family in Las 
Vegas, Nevada  He furthered his 
lineman knowledge by working as 
an Electrical Compliance Specialist 
in California and Florida.  His love 
for mountains and family brought 
him back to Colorado. He was 
enjoying his second career as a 
Heavy Equipment Driver/Operator 
for local farms.

Ricardo was a kind-hearted, 
loving, spiritual soul who had an 
infectious smile and laugh. His 
kindness and ability to always 
help others was an example of his 
character. He loved sports, being in 
the mountains, watching the Broncos 
and enjoying movies. Ricardo loved 
spending time with his mother, 
family and friends. His good-natured 
demeanor and thoughtfulness made 
him unique and he will be missed by 
all who knew him.

He is survived by his mother, Cora 

Ernesto “Ricardo” Velasquez, 48
E. Velasquez; two children, Karly 
Velasquez and Cody Velasquez; 
sisters, Yvonne (Dale) Weaver, 
Roxanne (Jim) Velasquez.

He is proceeded in death by 
his father, Richard E. Velasquez, 
brothers Anthony and Joseph 
Velasquez; Paternal Grandparents, 
John and Beatrice Velasquez; 
Maternal Grandparents, Bonifacio 
and Antonia Gallegos.

A rosary was held on Jan. 2, 2021, 
at 10 a.m. at Strohmayer’s Funeral 
Home with interment at Del Norte 
Cemetery immediately following. 
Reception to follow at The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
Del Norte, Colorado

Arrangements by Strohmayer’s 
Funeral Home, Monte Vista CO.

Kirk Ray Thompson, 52
north of Monte Vista. Kirk 

spent summers building forts and 
reading Tolkien with his cousins 
at the Sanderson family cabin and 
developed a love of the mountains 
and nature before later working 
summers as a carpenter with his 
dad. Kirk was a dedicated student, 
musician (like his mother), and 
runner at Sargent High School. 
Kirk earned a Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degree in Agricultural 
Engineering from Colorado State 
University. While in Fort Collins, 
he met his first wife Laura Locker 
and they returned to the San Luis 
Valley where they had daughter 
Kaylie Ray and son Joshua 
Stewart. Kirk was preceded in 
death by Laura and Kaylie. Joshua 
is currently an airborne Ranger in 
the U.S. Army, stationed at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. 

Kirk was an owner and principal 
at Agro Engineering, Inc. and 
helped build a successful company 
that has served the agricultural 
communities of the San Luis 
Valley. At Agro Engineering, Kirk 
was a prominent water engineer 
that was known for fair and 
innovative solutions and worked 
to maintain the water resources 
of the San Luis valley. Kirk also 
served numerous area farmers 
with water management and other 
crop consulting services. 

In 2018 Kirk married Tess 
Christensen. He became a loving 
step parent to his step daughter 
Cysco Sol Claunch. Kirk and 
Tess welcomed son Cillian Skye 
in December 2018 whose joyful 
spirit was a delight to Kirk. 

Kirk developed a love of Irish 
and Scottish music, taught himself 
to play the bagpipes, and played 
his Highland pipes, Fireside 
pipes, and Uilleann pipes at 

numerous services and events. He 
loved all things Celtic and it led 
him down the path of learning his 
own family history; Kirk became 
the family genealogist in his quest 
to trace his roots back to Scotland. 

Kirk was a man of many 
other hobbies and activities. He 
enjoyed downhill skiing, cross-
country skiing, backpacking and 
hiking. He liked good scotch, 
made the best margarita around 
and his door was always open to 
family and friends. He was also 
excellent at architectural design, 
woodworking and brewing beer. 

Due to covid-19 conditions, a 
small service will be held at the 
Sargent Church on Jan. 8, 2021. 
A portion of Kirk’s ashes will 
be placed in the Monte Vista 
cemetery and a portion will be 
spread in the summer under one 
of Kirk’s favorite trees above 
the family cabin. Rogers Family 
Mortuary in Monte Vista is in care 
of the arrangements. To express 
condolences please visit www.
rogersfuneral.com.

hours to administer all the vaccine that 
is in it before we have to throw it away.”

The Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine 
requirement isn’t quite as chilling 
(-13°F and 5°F), and Rio Grande 
County health officials have offered 
storage for their neighbors to the north, 
if necessary. According to Beiriger, 
“We can store several doses in both 
the vaccine freezers we have, but if 
we need Rio Grande as a backup, we 
are very grateful they are there for us.” 

Both approved vaccines in the 
United States require a second dose. 
Doctors recommend waiting 21 days 
for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
Vaccine, and as Beiriger explained, 
“The Moderna vaccine recommends 
that a second dose be given at 28 days. 
We are hoping that we get enough 
vaccine to do that for everyone.”

As of Sunday, Jan. 3, 111,679 
people in Colorado received their first 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

VACCINE
Continued from Page 1A
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letter

oPinion & editorial

To the editor,
I would like to express an 

appreciation on Sharing Christmas 
Project. It is not a single individual 
but many. One support group 
that was accidently omitted was 
the Center Kiwanis. The Center 
Kiwanis members have provided 15 
food baskets with a gift certificate 
for years. This year, they provided 
18 food baskets with a generous gift 
certificate. Thank you!

I would also like to thank the 
Center Promotoras members Anita 
and Gabby Rodriguez for wrapping 
presents and organizing the food 
boxes. The seniors who gave of 
their time to volunteer for food 

and present shopping, as well 
as wrapping presents. It was so 
appreciated by me and the families 
who received the gifts. K & J’s for 
ordering the food and getting it all 
organized as well as Carlos Ramos 
for helping unload the large pallet 
of food at the school. 

I especially want to thank the 
Center Cafeteria staff for ordering 
food items and the Center Schools 
staff for donating food items and cash. 
There were many staff members who 
donated an hour here and there to 
complete the project. Thanks!

It is with a grateful heart that 
I thank Adele Alfson and Brian 
Ullery for their extra work on the 

two delivery days. I truly could 
not have pulled it off without your 
generous help and wisdom.

Finally, any good project is only as 
good as the people who are willing 
to deliver the items. I want to thank 
Tony Garcia and the transportation 
staff for delivering the 55 baskets 
throughout town and the country. 

Once again, I would like to thank 
the financial support and supplies 
donated by Del Norte Bank, Warsh 
Farms, Biel’s Consulting and 
Malouff Farms.

Thank you so very much for your 
assistance one and all!

Susan Banning

Center Schools

Jupiter, Mercury 
and Saturn

By darlene danko

This is the month that the three 
planets join up in the sky. They’re 
getting very low in the Southwest, and 
you need to start looking for them a 
half-hour after the Sun sets. The days 
for this conjunction are Jan. 8, 9, 10 
and 11, with Jan. 10 being the closest 
grouping. This is the first time since 
October 2015 that we’ll be able to 
see this planetary trio in conjunction.

Mercury is always low in the sky 
and close to the Sun, but this is the best 
month for viewing it. Because it’s so 
close to the Sun, it’s always a bright 
planet. Jupiter and Saturn have been 
the sky highlights for a long time this 
year, but they’re getting very low and 
will soon be gone. Jupiter is always 
very bright, but Saturn is fading and 

you will most likely need binoculars 
to see all three of them together.

The best time to look for them 
together is around 5:30 after the Sun 
sets. I’m sure they’ll be below the 
horizon close to 6 p.m., especially if 
you have mountains in the SW that 
will block your view. Since the new 
moon is on the 13th, it’ll come up late 
and not be bright. So it won’t interfere 
with your viewing.

On Jan. 8 Jupiter will be on top with 
Mercury on the bottom and Saturn in 
between them. Jan. 10 is their peak 
day when they make a small circle. 
On Jan. 11 Mercury will be climbing 
upward while Jupiter and Saturn will 
be sinking in the sky toward the Sun 
and will soon fade away.

Mercury will soar to its greatest 
evening elongation on Jan. 24. So, it 
will be a good item to view this month, 
as it’s the second brightest object in 

o u r 
s k y. 
O n 
J a n . 
1 4 , 
15, and 
16  t he 
moon will 
b e c o m e 
s l i g h t l y 
visible as a 
very thin crescent with Mercury just 
below it. Just remember that Mercury 
is only visible for a little while after 
sunset. In this area it sets one hour 15 
minutes after the Sun. 

If you get up before the Sun rises 
in the morning, you’ll be able to view 
Venus. It comes up in the Southeast 
about 30 minutes before the Sun. The 
thin moon will be joining it for a few 
days. Just look for a bright object 
rising in the Southeast before the Sun. 

As many of you know, Ol’ Dutch 
loves to peruse the internet for local 
garage sales, farm stuff and other 
items that can be found on such 
places as Craigslist and Facebook 
Marketplace. Being near a bigger city 
during the winter, there are a lot of 
people who either need extra money, 
are liquidating estates or selling stolen 
merchandise, all of which can mean 
good deals. 

The internet is a real boon to those 
wanting to sell items as in the former 
situations and the latter have also found 
it an easy way to get rid of hot stuff. 
Now this isn’t the “hot stuff” that we all 
talked about in the 70s when mentioning 
the new girl at school but it’s things that 
people have used the five discount to 
obtain. Yes, stolen.

So, yesterday I was perusing the 
local ads and saw a nice dresser for 
sale. Now I am not in the market for 
one necessarily but I did notice this 
ad for its use of a peculiar vernacular. 
Now I don’t know where these people 
are from but it seems that wherever that 
is, they use a strange and unique form 
of measuring things. 

The picture of said dresser was with 
a cat stretched out beside it and they 
simply stated, “We don’t know how tall 
the dresser is but it’s about one cat tall.”

It reminds me of when I took #1 child, 
Cricket, to college and got her all set up in 
her dorm room with a loft bed. As soon 
as I get home, she calls saying she needs 
a board for an additional piece to the bed. 
I told her to go to the lumber yard and 
get one and that they would cut it for her. 

Not having a tape measure close 
at hand, she showed up at the lumber 
yard with a piece of string cut, yes 
you guessed it, the exact length she 
needed. She said the men there got a 
good laugh and I don’t think she even 
had to pay for the lumber in the end. I 
guess whatever works?

I got to thinking (a dangerous thing 
according to Miss Trixie) and realized 
that we have used all kinds of things 
to measure with down through history. 
Things like bushels, feet -- yes, it was 
literally a person’s foot -- steps, cubits 
and hands. 

Most of these are not too accurate 
as they depend on the size of the 
member being used. A cubit as you 
recall from your Bible School days 

Trying to 
measure up

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

is the length of an arm from elbow 
to fingertips and  I guess that was 
good enough for Noah to build a 
heck of a boat so how can you argue 
with success. But if you get some 
long armed Saipem running around 
the jobsite you may end up with real 
problems during construction. And 
they say size doesn’t matter? 

And speaking of hands as a 
measurement, you don’t have to be 
from Texas to recognize that is how 
they size up a horse. Typically, it’s the 
width of a closed hand including the 
thumb and about 4 inches on average.  
Obviously if you are selling big horses 
it’s best to find a tiny handed person to 
do your measuring so that you appear 
to have horses of immense stature as 
some big ole ham-hock-handed country 
boy measurer would reduce your sales 
price immensely. 

Since Miss Trixie does not appear 
to be running away very soon, I am 
starting to build a pad for a house for 
the winter month, which has required 
some new tape measures among other 
tools all necessary to get a tad more 
accurate than maybe Noah had. 

But I guess if he was able to house 
them “two by two” and since there is 
just Miss Trixie and me, with a small 
yorkie that may just work. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV of hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 
at TroutRepublic

Sharing Christmas Project

your night Sky

letterS Policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
They should be fewer than 300 words, 
unless arranged beforehand with the 
editor, and they are subject to editing for 
length and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the 
author and include a phone number and 
address where the author can be reached 
(these are not for publication). Letters 
forwarded from other organizations or 
sent to staff and not for print must be 
designated as such. Letters over 300 
words and without contact information 

will be returned to the sender or 
discarded. 

We will accept one letter per person, 
per subject, per four issues. We reserve the 
right to reject letters for reasons we believe 
are appropriate. Please send letters to 
Letter to the Editor c/o Valley Publishing, 
PO Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or 
e-mail to montevistanews@gmail.com 
(Attention: Letter to the Editor). Deadline 
for letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to 
space constraints.
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Health officials are currently authorized to provide vaccinations to those in the 
Colorado Phase 1A and those “above the dotted line” in Phase 1B.

the virus from spreading from one 
person to another. Those in long-term 
care facilities are scheduled to receive 
vaccinations in January as well.”

At a meeting of the San Luis Valley 
Healthcare Coalition Tuesday, Dec. 
29, it was reported that so far only 
mild side effects, such as temporary 
arm soreness, are being observed as 
early vaccinations for COVID-19 
continue this week. According to 
the most recent state guidelines, 
Colorado’s Phase 1A includes health 
care workers in settings with high 
risk of COVID-19 exposure. Phase 
1B includes health care workers 
in settings with moderate risk of 
exposure, first responders, those 
ages 70 and up, and certain other 
front line workers. Phase 1A and 1B 
vaccinations will continue in January 
2021. Vaccination planning will 
include providing a second dose for 
each vaccine recipient.

As of Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2021, 
among the SLV counties, Mineral 
County had the highest COVID-19 
positivity rate of 21.4% followed 
by Costilla County with 13.8%. 
Although Alamosa County had 
the highest rate of active cases its 
positivity test rate was 2.3%. Rio 
Grande County had the lowest 
positivity rate in the Valley with only 
1.0% of tests being positive.

Staff and residents of long-term 
care facilities are also part of Phase 
1. Vaccinations for long-term care 
facilities have been allocated and 
contracted at the federal level 
separately from hospitals, clinics and 
public health agencies. Long-term 
care facility vaccinations will begin 
in early January. 

Each county will be able to move 
through Phase 1A and 1B at different 
rates, based on vaccine allocations 
received and the unique makeup 

of each county. Vaccine providers 
have not been authorized to provide 
vaccinations to those beyond Phase 1 
at this time. Doing so could jeopardize 
their ability to continue providing 
vaccinations. 

According to the SLVPHP there 
were 209 known active cases in the 
SLV Wednesday, Jan. 6, “Active 
cases” means that the cases are 
confirmed positive for COVID-19 

and are currently being supported by 
Public Health during their isolation 
period. Active cases by SLV county 
were as follows as of Wednesday, 
Jan. 6:

Alamosa: 108
Conejos: 27
Costilla: 8
Mineral: 8
Rio Grande: 56
Saguache: 2

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  J o h n s 
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource 
Center Tuesday, Jan. 5, Colorado 
continues to have a lower seven-
day positivity moving average test 
rate of 8.3%.  Neighboring states 
rates were Wyoming 8.3%,  Kansas 
had a COVID-19 positivity rate of 
39.8%, Utah 23.5%, Arizona 16.1%, 
Nebraska 10.0% and Oklahoma 
23.3%. 

DIAL
Continued from Page 1A

By reBecca coPley 

COLORADO -  Cur ren t ly 
schools across Colorado are 
experiencing a shortage of substitute 
teachers as the pandemic is still 
spreading. During these uncertain 
times teachers and schools are 
having issues with teachers being 
unavailable as they are sometimes 
in quarantine. Whether they are sick 
or have been exposed to someone 
with COVID-19. Forcing schools to 
have to cancel that in-person class 
and go remote with specific classes. 

In an effort to still provide 
students with in-person learning, 
there is a need for more substitute 
teachers. If this is something you 
have ever considered, now is a 
great time to go for it and be there 
for students in our communities. 
Accord ing  to  the  Colorado 
Department of Education’s (CDE) 
website, “Classroom substitute 
teachers come from all walks of 
life and can positively impact 
students’ lives. Substitute teaching 
compensation ranges from $100 to 
$200 a day across the state. Earn 

money, influence lives and make 
a difference in your community.” 

There  a re  th ree  types  o f 
substitute authorizations that the 
State of Colorado issues. These are 
based on a person’s educational 
background and experience, which 
allows them to work as a substitute 
teacher in a Colorado public school 
district, charter school or BOCES. 
They have also added a fourth 
authorization just for the 2020-
2021 academic school year in an 
effort to help districts and students 
during these difficult times.

If you are interested in more 
information, or you want to find 
out if you qualify to be a substitute 
teacher you can go to http://www.
cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/licensure_ 
s u b a p p ? f b c l i d = I w A R 3 h S L 7 
SlWZ0j_ dymCQ9jFkdz6_7OseR 
W  u D w b o  Y A N F C 
BBZyGlI6y7Rl0CXE. There you 
will find resources and everything 
you need to know to get started 
in helping your community and 
students during these uncertain 
times. 

Colorado needs substitute teachers
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657-3352
www.riograndecounty.org

Rio Grande 
Public Health 

(RGPH)
Will be offering 

COVID vaccinations 
for individuals who are 70 years and older

 Please contact RGPH as soon as possible if you are interested. 
Quanitities are limited. Appointments are required. Please wear 

you mask. We will provide increased social distancing and 
disinfection measures to help reduce COVID exposure.

To schedule or obtain more information please call

By lyndSie Ferrell

SOUTH FORK - The holidays 
have come and gone but winter 
is still holding on to the San Juan 
Mountains which can make for a 
difficult time after spending a year 
indoors due to the pandemic. It is 
however a great time to get outside 
and enjoy all that the San Luis Valley 
and surrounding areas has to offer. 
There are plenty of safe and family 
friendly activities to participate in 
while enjoying the January cold.

South Fork offers free ice skating 
at Rickel Park located just south 
of Highway 160 as travelers enter 
town from the east. The ice skating 
rink is set up in a picturesque 
location next to the playground 
and the South Fork of the Rio 
Grande River. Last year the Town 
of South Fork was able to build 

Winter activities in the San Juan’s are boundless
a small skate shed to house free 
skating equipment that can be used 
by anyone. All the town requests 
is that users return equipment and 
consider making a small donation 
to help keep the program free and 
available for the public. A donation 
box is located inside the shed.

While at the park, families 
can also enjoy the playground 
equipment, though caution is 
advised because surfaces can be 
slick during the winter months. 
There is also a really fun beginner 
friendly sledding hill that shoots 
people down into the small valley 
where the playground and ice rink 
are located. It is a great way to 
spend the day laughing and having 
some fun with family and friends.

While venturing around the 
area, there are more skating ponds 

located just north of Creede. 
These ponds allow visitors to 
enjoy some outdoor fun at 9,000 
feet in elevation so be sure to 
stay hydrated and be prepared for 
the cold. Located just below the 
famous caldera cliffs, these ponds 
are easily accessible and some free 
skating equipment can be found in 
the skating shed located between 
the two ponds. 

In upcoming weeks, the Creede 
ponds will be crowded with hockey 
players for the annual Golden Pick 
Hockey Tournament put on by 
local businesses Tommyknocker 
Tavern and Kip’s Grill. During the 
weekend of Jan. 16 and 17 this is a 
great time to come out and watch 
some good old fashion hockey 
competition or families can sign 
up for the event by visiting www.
creede.com.

Wolf Creek Ski Resort is not only 
the best place for downhill skiing 
but offers groomed trails for cross-
country or Nordic skiing as well. 
Alberta Park has one long Nordic 
and one shorter Nordic loop that 
is groomed regularly. 

At the top of Wolf Creek Pass 
there are some snowmobiling and 
sledding opportunities just off the 
highway, however both are not 
groomed or patrolled for potential 
dangers. It is best to always seek 
information from the Colorado 
Avalanche Information Center or 
speak with local Wolf Creek Ski 
Resort officials before heading into 
the back country.

Now is the time to enjoy a 
Colorado winter but be sure to 
dress accordingly and know before 
you go. 

By triSh gilBert

Saguache County 
temporary 

registration permits

Individual to Individual Sale - 
The following paperwork can be 
submitted as proof of the sale:

• The assigned title; or
• A Bill of Sale (notarized or signed 

under penalty of perjury) with proof 
of ownership, (registration, copy of 
title, etc.). 

Delays in the Filing of the 
Mortgage - A temporary registration 
permit may be issued when there is 
proof that there has been a delay(s) 
in the filing of the mortgage. 

Request from Financial Institution 
on a new purchase:

• Letter from a financial institution 
indicat ing that  a  temporary 
registration permit may be issued; 
or Security Agreement

Tow-Away Vehicles - Temporary 
registration permits may be issued 
to a tow-away vehicle when both 
of these criteria are met:

• Proof that the vehicle has 
been made roadworthy through a 
Statement of Fact and supporting 
receipt documents; and

• Proof of ownership - title in the 
applicant’s name or title assigned to 
the applicant.

Colorado Assigned ID - When 
an application for an Assigned ID 
has been completed, a temporary 

registration 
permit may 
be issued to 
have the ID 
affixed to the 
vehic le  by 
the Colorado 
State Patrol.

S a l v a g e 
Ti t l e  -  A 
s a l v a g e 
t i t l e  i s  an 
ownership document to a vehicle 
that is not roadworthy.  A temporary 
registration permit may be issued 
at the County’s discretion to obtain 
a Certified VIN Inspection upon 
submitting the following:

• Proof of ownership.
• Receipts indicating repair of 

the vehicle.
• DR 2424 Salvage Title Statement 

of Fact verifying the vehicle is in a 
roadworthy condition.

Dealer Complaints - When a 
complaint has been filed against 
a dealer, and the case is under 
investigation, a dealer investigator 
may provide authorization for the 
issuance of a temporary registration 
permit.

Print on Demand - A Temporary 
permit is issued for all Print on 
Demand (POD) transactions.

Note:  Temporary registration 
permits may be issued not to exceed 
60 days.  The expiration date should 
always be on a business day.  In no 
event is the temporary registration 
permit expiration date to exceed 
sixty days.

cliPS From the clerk
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the ground floor beyond the front 
door where two staff members 
screen visitors. People headed to the 
courtroom on the second floor will be 
instructed to leave the building when 
they are finished.

As visitors come and go, front-door 
staff members keep track of capacity. 
Scheduling appointments can help 
regulate the flow. Also, citizens who 
call ahead can receive guidance 
for using the drop box in the south 
parking lot at the courthouse. Staff 
check the box throughout the day to 
handle vehicle registration renewals, 
documents for recording, payments 
for the Treasurer’s Office and other 
paperwork.

Incoming commissioners Lynne 
Thompson and Tom McCracken 
joined the meeting and added to the 
discussion. McCracken suggested 
regular testing for county employees. 
Thompson noted that employees in 
the Rio Grande Hospital Emergency 
Room where she works receive 
rapid tests. But other hospital 
employees are tested only when they 
are symptomatic. Commissioner 
Tim Lovato said he asked County 
Administrator Wendi Maez to check 
into rapid test kits before the meeting. 
Maez said she would need three issues 
addressed by commissioners (storage, 
sign-off on a $180 payment and a 
person to administer the tests).

Three county employees gave input 
for testing. Housing Director Evan 
Samora said, “I think regular testing 

for Saguache County employees is 
a very good idea. Otherwise, we’re 
just chasing our tails because if the 
testing turnaround is five or six days, 
someone can expose a lot of members 
of the public and fellow county 
employees.” 

Connie Trujillo echoed the 
sentiment, noting how she tested 
positive for COVID-19 earlier 
this year, even though she was 
asymptomatic. “Testing obviously 
is working,” Trujillo said, “and we 
do need to feel safe while we’re 
at work.” County Assessor Pete 
Peterson concurred.

During the  Publ ic  Heal th 
department presentation, Gloria 
Quintana explained how contact 
tracing procedures have evolved 
throughout the state. When Quintana 
calls a person who has tested 
positive, she conducts an interview 
with the person and, if possible, 
other members of the household. 
The early days of tracing required 
Quintana to get a list of contacts 
and call them all. As they discovered 
in Alamosa and across Colorado, 
this was too time-consuming and 
unrealistic. Now, it is the individual’s 
responsibility to notify their contacts. 
As Quintana noted, if a person 
doesn’t communicate with their 
contacts and one of them tests 
positive for COVID-19, she will 
call that person when she gets the 
result, which starts another cycle of 
contract tracing.

COUNTY
Continued from Page 1A

each other in these times of need, 
and to see a glimmer of hope and 
happiness in those family’s eyes.   

The Promatora Movement in the 
San Luis Valley was started during 
the May 2019 COVID-19 outbreak 
in the Center area by Isaac Grody-
Patinkin, Prevention Services 
Coordinator—Health Equity Lead 
at the Silver Thread Public Health 
District, Lisa Lucero, Director of 
Implementation at the San Luis 
Valley Area Health Education and 
Luis Murillo, Center School’s 
Skoglund Middle School Principal. 

“It’s important to help out the 
community in need, especially 
during this pandemic. I’m making 
sure the community is being heard.” 
said Donald Valdez.  

During the spring it became 
apparent that there were unique 
challenges being faced by the 
community in Center, like language 
barriers and health care needs. It 
was during this time that Murillo 

created a plan to reach non-English 
speaking members of the community 
and Guatemalans living in Center. 
Resources have,  COVID-19 has 
continued to Los Promotores del 
Valle de San Luis are currently 
a part of a statewide promotora 
network called Project Protect 
that received funding from Project 
Protect Food Systems(PPFS).
The Project Protect states, “As 
millions of workers stay at home 
in response to COVID-19, food 
systems workers have continued to 
operate in the fields and packing 
plants, with rising numbers of 
infections, death, and impact 
on our rural and agricultural 
communities.  PPFS is a coalition 
representing immigrants, farmers, 
scholars, activists, unions, and 
workers across Colorado working 
to identify, elevate and address the 
needs of the people who contribute 
their labor to all parts of the food 
system.” 

JOIN
Continued from Page 1A

ALAMOSA - The 
A l a m o s a  Ve t e r a n s 
M e m o r i a l  P a r k 
Commit tee  se lec ted 
“Sacrifice for Country” 
as  the  name of  the 
Statue for the Alamosa 
Ve t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l 
Park.  Many good names 
were submitted and it 
was a difficult choice.  
We want to thank all 
of those who proposed 
names for the statue.  
The winner wishes to 
remain anonymous and 
has  contr ibuted the 
prize money to our 
Memorial funds. 

Anyone who wishes to 
donate to the Memorial 
may send a check made 
payable to Alamosa 
County with a notation 
that the money is for 
the Memorial to Roni 
Wi s d o m ,  A l a m o s a 
C o u n t y ’ s  C h i e f 
Financial Officer, at 
8900-A Independence 
Way,  Alamosa ,  CO 
81101.  You may also 
email Roni at rwisdom@
alamosacounty.org. 

We  look  fo rward 
t o  g e t t i n g  m o r e 
information out about 
the Memorial in the 
New Year. 

Alamosa Veterans Memorial 
Park statue has a name

SLV unemployment rate slightly 
increases in November

Rio Grande County 

unemployment rate 

increases to 6.5%
By trey SPaulding

SAN LUIS VALLEY – The 
Colorado Department of Labor 
and Unemployment (CDLU) 
recently released November 2020 
unemployment rates for San Luis 
Valley counties.

Recently released Colorado 
unemployment figures from the 
CDLU for November 2020 indicate 
that the unemployment rate in the San 
Luis Valley (SLV) increased slightly 
in November.

The average unemployment rate 
for Colorado in November remained 
the same at 6.2%.  Nationwide 
the unemployment rate decreased 
slightly from 6.9% in October to 

6.9% in November. In the San Luis 
Valley among the 20,028 labor 
force in November there were 1,195 
unemployed or an increase from 5.1% 
in October to 5.9% in November.

The SLV county with the lowest 
unemployment rate in November 
2020 was Conejos County with 5.2% 
unemployment. Rio Grande County’s 
unemployment rate increased 
from 4.9% in October to 6.5% in 
November. Mineral County increased 
from 5.6% to 6.7%. Alamosa County 
unemployment numbers increased 
slightly from 5.3% in October to 5.8%.  
Costilla and Saguache Counties had 
the highest unemployment rate in the 
SLV with 6.9%.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of TRAN ROBERT ELLIS, also known as TRAN R. ELLIS and TRAN ELLIS, 
Deceased
Case Number 2020PR30016
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to the 
Personal Representative or to the District Court of Saguache County, Colorado on or before 
April 24, 2021, or the claims may be forever barred.

Constance Crosby, Personal Representative
c/o Enichen Law Office, LLC
885 Arapahoe Avenue
Boulder, CO 80302

No. 1585 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, December 24 and 31, 2020 and 
January 7, 2021.

By lyndSie Ferrell

CREEDE- For over a year, local 
business owner Kip Nagy has been 
fighting the City of Creede in three 
lawsuits filed against Kip’s Grill. 
According to Nagy, his establishment 
has won the first lawsuit filed against 
him in 2019. 

City of Creede Attorney Karen 
Lintott declined to comment on 
the lawsuits stating only that she 
highly suggested reading the court 
transcripts from the respective 
lawsuits. Those documents were 
unavailable at the time of this article. 
However, Nagy has been open with 
his side of the story.

Nagy began his plight in the 
summer of 2019 when he applied 
for a renewal of his liquor license 
for the upper portion of Kip’s Grill 
located on Main Street in Creede. In 
the fall of 2019, Nagy was denied the 
renewal of the license due to concern 
of the upper bar’s safety and the fact 
that there was only one fire exit from 
the upper level.

In a meeting in September, Nagy 
asked for leniency from the board 
only to be told that he would have 
to become in compliance with the 
city’s building codes before the 
license would be granted. This was 
only the beginning of a long legal 
process that partially came to a close 
in Dec. 2020. 

In a statement provided by Nagy 
to Valley Publishing he explains 
his plight, “This all started in July 
2019 when we were told our liquor 
license renewal was being tabled. 
We had leased out the upstairs of 
our building to someone who wanted 
to run a cocktail lounge up there. 
The city council said that citizens 
of Creede had concerns about 
the business being open late and 
disturbing neighbors. We met with all 
the neighbors and they signed a letter 
stating that they were OK with the 
business and we agreed upon hours 
that were reasonable for everyone,” 
wrote Nagy.

Nagy continued to state, “We 
went to the next meeting to answer 
any questions the board might have. 
When we got there, they told us that 
someone from the community had 
called and told them that our outside 
stairs (from the upstairs to the patio) 
had been removed and they were 
concerned that we only had one form 
of egress from the upstairs. Based on 
that, they tabled the liquor license 

Local business wins lawsuit in Creede
renewal again and asked us to put 
a sign at the bottom of the interior 
stairs warning patrons that there is 
only one exit from the upstairs. We 
were asked to put in a secondary 
egress and we immediately drew up 
plans for an emergency exit from the 
upstairs. We filled out the permit, had 
it signed by the building inspector 
and got to work.”

“Two days later, the City Manager, 
who had been in Creede about six 
months at this point, contacted us 
and said he was not accepting the 
permit that the building inspector 
approved, and that the building 
inspector had quit, and they were 
looking for a new one. At this point, 
we discovered that we actually, per 
code, only needed one means of egress 
because our occupancy load was low. 
So, we began taking steps to bring 
our interior stairs up to code as best 
we could. Note, these stairs and the 
upstairs were built in 2011 and the 
upstairs was permitted and approved 
with just one set of interior stairs.”

It was at this point that Nagy 
reached out to the Alamosa Fire 
Marshall to invite him to come and 
look at the property and was told that 
although the stairs were not up to 
code, they should be grandfathered 
in. A letter from the Fire Marshall 
was submitted to the board for 
consideration. The upper portion of 
Kip’s Grill was subsequently shut 
down per the direction of the city 
board until a solution for the egress 
could be found. “On Sept. 3, 2019, at 
the next meeting, the board voted to 
make us shut down the upstairs until 
the egress issue was resolved. So, 
we shut it down. We had a structural 
engineer present 5 different egress 
plans over the next several months. 
Each one was wholly denied with 
no explanation of why. The new 
building inspector, who lives two 
hours away, just kept saying, “I’m 
not doing your job for you” As 2019 
turned into 2020, the list of demands 
from the city grew. Every time we 
would correct an issue, they either 
did not like how we did it or they 
added another item to the list.”

The City of Creede then filed a 
lawsuit against Kip’s Grill with 
appeals filed afterward and according 
to Nagy they have won one of the 
two lawsuits. 

The first lawsuit was an order to 
reverse the city’s determination to 
withhold Nagy’s liquor license and 

the court order is as follows, “THIS 
MATTER comes before the Court 
on Kip’s Grill, LLC’s Complaint 
Pursuant to C.R.C.P. 106(a)(4). The 
Plaintiff, Kip’s Grill, LLC (“Kip’s 
Grill”), filed its complaint on April 
27, 2020. The Defendants, the City 
of Creede, Colorado (“Creede”) and 
Creede’s Board of Trustees (“Board 
of Trustees”), filed an answer on May 
21, 2020. As explained below, the 
Court concludes it is appropriate to 
grant the relief Kip’s Grill requests 
in its complaint. The issue of Kip’s 
Grill’s liquor license is remanded to 
the Board of Trustees for proceedings 
consistent with this Order.”

According to Nagy, the board of 
trustees has yet to bring this to a 
meeting and have yet to issue the 
liquor license. The final lawsuit will 
be discussed in court in August 2021 
and is the city seeking to condemn the 
building in which Kip’s Grill resides.

Saguache county SheriFF rePort

SAGUACHE COUNTY  — 
The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff ’s Office for the period 
between Dec. 28, 2020, and Jan. 
3, 2021.

The Sheriff dispatched staff to a 
two-vehicle crash that took the life 
of Ernest Burge on Poncha Pass 
Dec. 29. Deputies also handled a 
deceased person, three assaults, 
a suicidal subject, an intoxicated 
person, a case of harassment and 
a drunken driver. Other personal 
calls involved two civil disputes, 
three civil standbys and a protection 
order violation.

Three fires and 11 controlled 
burns required attention, and 
dispatchers received only three 
noise complaints on Dec. 31 and 
Jan. 1. Three speeders owe $445.

Arrests
• Darrell Wadsworth, 36, Mosca, 

driving under the influence of 

alcohol, drugs or both.
• Taylor Trujillo, 27, Center, 

dr iv ing when l icense  under 
restraint, possession of weapons 
by previous offenders, prohibited 
use of weapons and driving under 
the influence of alcohol, drugs or 
both.
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Photo by Dawn Krebs
Aaliyah Liliana Hurtado is the first baby in the San Luis Valley in 2021. 
She was born at 10:35 a.m. on Jan. 2, 2020 at San Luis Valley Health in 
Alamosa. She weighed 5 pounds, 3 ounces and measured 19 inches long. 
Aaliyah is the daughter of Rebecca Calderon and Saul Hurtado of Center, 
and is welcomed by her three siblings – Yadir, Yael and Xavier. Her maternal 
grandparents are Benito Calderon and Susanna Gallegos of Alamosa, 
and her paternal grandparent is Maria Isabel Lopez of Texas. Her great-
grandparents are Maria Christina Juarez and Jose and Bertha Calderon.

Valley welcomes 
first baby of 2021

Top new year’s resolutions 
and how to keep them

By reBecca coPley 

January the first month of a whole 
a new year. A time for reflecting and 
planning as 12 months stretch before 
us clean and with no mistakes in 
them. Most people use this time to 
set new goals and resolutions for the 
coming year. Here are some of the 
most common new year’s resolutions:

Lose weight
Losing weight is one of the most 

classic new year’s resolutions. After 
a holiday season of feasting it’s no 
surprise that this a No. 1 goal for 
most of us. 

Monetary goals
Another common goal for many 

people is to get their finances in order. 
After the holiday season lightening 
most people’s wallets, getting a 
budget in place for the next year is a 
priority for many. 

Learn something new
This is actually one of the most 

common goals most people make as a 
new year begins. A larger percentage 
of people will make self-improvement 
and education related resolutions over 
getting in shape. 

Getting Organized 
Decluttering and organizing is 

another very popular new year’s 
resolution. Having things in order 
helps us feel ready to take on whatever 
the year throws at us. 

Quit Smoking 
This is another very common new 

year’s resolution and one with great 
health benefits. 

Overall health 
Improving overall health is another 

popular goal as a new year begins. 
Whether it’s just to take better care 
of yourself or to do a 5K run, many 
people try to create a healthier lifestyle 
as they start another year. 

These maybe some of the top 
resolutions people make each year 
but studies have been done that show 
most of us don’t keep them for very 
long. According to U.S. News 80% 
of people will give up on their new 
year’s resolutions by the second week 
in February. 

Thankfully there are a lot of tips and 
tricks out there you can use to help 
you stick to your goals. One of the 
most helpful is to be sure to choose 
a specific goal. Most of us set very 
ambiguous goals for ourselves like, 
“lose weight,” “save more money,” or, 
“be more productive.” It can really help 
if you find a specific achievable step you 
can take to achieve these bigger goals. 

Putting a plan into place can also 
help you achieve your goals. Choose 
your resolution carefully and don’t 
get spread too thin by having too 
many goals. Pick one or two and 
really focus on them. Brainstorm 
on how you will actually reach your 
goal. Start by taking small steps and 
making easy changes.

Getting support can also be a game 
changer when it comes to sticking with 
your resolution. Having someone who 
is also working toward the same goal 
can give you accountability and make 
you much more likely to actually keep 
your new year’s resolution. It can also 
make it more fun!

By lyndSie Ferrell

CREEDE- It is hard to believe 
that this year marks the 14th annual 
Golden Pick Hockey Tournament in 
Creede and it is just over the horizon. 
It has been a strange year in the 
small mountain towns and like other 
communities, the year was fraught 
with uncertainty in regard to local 
events taking place. The good news 
is 2021 is going to start off with some 
predictability and one can only hope 
this sets the stage for the coming year. 

Tommyknocker  Tavern  in 
partnership with Kip’s Grill will 
be hosting the annual Golden Pick 
Hockey Tournament at Silver Ice Park 
underneath the steep caldera cliffs that 
Creede is known for. The tournament 
kicks off the weekend of Jan. 16 and 
17 with teams coming in from all over 
southwestern Colorado. Some parts 
of the event will be subject to state 
and local COVID guidelines, but the 
event is still scheduled to take place. 

The event began with two 
business owners from the Creede 
area wanting to have some friendly 
fun among residents during the 
slow winter months and had now 

turned into one of the largest pond 
hockey tournaments in southwestern 
Colorado. Tommyknocker Tavern 
and Kip’s Grill came together with 
a few people at the beginning and 
allowed it to grow into a full-on 
hockey event that spices up the chilly, 
slow winter months in town.

Several years ago, when, while 
visiting a neighboring bar that Kip 
Nagy, owner of Kip’s Grill happened 
across a friend that owned a production 
company called Pride of Gypsies. After 
hearing about the steep caldera cliffs 
and picturesque scenery, the company 
decided to come and film a series 
of commercials for Carhartt. After 
filming was competed, a shed that was 
built for prop purposes was donated by 
Carhartt to be used as the new warming 
hut during the hockey tournament. The 
new shed now has a permanent home 
next to the lower pond.

In the years since, the ponds 
above town have gone from mere 
recreational ponds to becoming a 
designated city park, suitably named 
for Creede’s unique mining history as 
Silver Ice Park. The City of Creede 
adopted the ponds during a series of 

meetings in 2015 and helped with 
funding that purchased several lights 
that now line the outer edges of the 
ponds to allow for night skating.

The ponds are lined with burn 
barrels to keep players warm and 
bleachers for cheering fans to come 
and enjoy the two days of friendly 
hockey fun. The ponds are located 
at 8,900 feet elevation which adds 
an additional challenge to the 
tournament and its players. The views 
surrounding the rinks add an incentive 
to those who travel from all over the 
southwestern US to take part in the 
hockey tournament. Players from all 
walks of life travel to Creede just to 
enjoy the laid-back fun tournament 
that caters to all levels of experience. 

The tournament consists of two 
levels of competition and is set up in 
a way that ensures each participating 
team gets to play at least one playoff 
game by the end. The schedule is 
known to hockey enthusiasts as a 
round robin format with a three-
on-three team play. Registration is 
now open, so be sure to visit www.
creedepondhockey.wordpress.com to 
get signed up.

Golden Pick Hockey Tournament next week
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Embarrassing moments. Nobody likes to 
talk about them. Oh, they’ll talk about slipping 
on the ice on their first date or getting bucked 
off a gentle horse. Other folks empathize 
and usually they laugh. But it makes people 
uneasy when it’s really embarrassing. They 
might titter nervously but if it’s really awful 
it makes us uncomfortable. It could happen 
to me!

Like the time I leaned into a car window 
and asked a new acquaintance to dance and 
she didn’t have any legs. It was shattering to 
a high school boy, not to mention the girl. Or 
introducing an old friend and his wife to my 
family and calling his wife by his ex wife’s 
name. 

Faux pas are always exaggerated when you 
are in the company of someone other than 
your family. Cocktail or diner parties with 
guests are fertile ground for embarrassment: 
Halfway through dinner you glance in the 

mirror and discover you should have blown 
your nose an hour ago: finding gravy (dried, 
of course) on your black dress; sneaking off 
to powder your nose, quietly closing the door, 
gently running the water – then you flush and 

it sounds like a dump truck unloading nine 
yards of gravel into an empty grain bin.

In veterinary work there is an association 
of vets who have spayed tomcats. Cowboys 
take a great delight in runnin a rangy ol’ steer 
in with a bunch of cows at cow workin’ time. 
I’ve preg-checked a thousand steers – but at 
least I’ve never called one bred.

Then there was poor ol’ Fred (an alias) 
who was worried about climbing on his roof 
to shovel off the snow. So he took his rope 
and tied it to the back bumper of his pickup 
in the front yard. Looping it around his waist 
he went up on the roof and over the peak. His 
wife left for town…in his pickup. Broke both 
his legs, his pelvis and one wrist.

During recovery he was sitting around 
the house in a cumbersome body cast. His 
wife had the habit of filling her cigarette 
lighter with fluid over the commode. Later 
that afternoon ol’ Fred creaked his way into 

the bathroom like a NASA moonwalker. He 
maneuvered himself into position and lowered 
himself, cast and all, down on the seat. Ex-
hausted, but smugly satisfied with his achieve-
ment, he lit a cigarette and dropped the match 
into the lurking lighter fluid. It blew him into 
the tub and broke his other wrist!

Were talkin’ hot cross buns! If you ever 
wondered where the word “embarrass” came 
from…

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-

ian and irregular commentator on National 

Public Radio, is America’s best-selling cowboy 

poet. He is a frequent performer at national 

stock shows and rodeos as well as in many 

smaller local events. He is author of several 

books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and 

Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com

COLORADO - The Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) has been 
working to fine-tune a phased 
approach to vaccine distribution 
in order to save lives and end the 

crisis that has been brought on by 
the pandemic as quickly as pos-
sible. More than 91,000 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines have already 
been administered to frontline 
health care workers since the first 

shipments of vaccine arrived in 
Colorado in mid-December. 

Updates to the vaccine distribu-
tion plan include an expansion of 
phase 1B and changes to the age 

CDPHE provides latest 
information on COVID-19 

vaccine distribution

Please see VACCINE on Page 2

Please see UPDATE on Page 2

SAN LUIS VALLEY -  Posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in the San 
Luis Valley (SLV) have dropped 
during the past two weeks. Some 
have stated that the decrease in 
cases may be due to a decrease 
in the number of people being 
tested. Dec. 31 the number of 
active cases remained below 200 
at 181 in the Valley. This was 
an increase of 11 active cases 
from the previous day. Alamosa 
County continues to lead the 
Valley with the highest number 
of cases with 119. Rio Grande 
County ranks second with 27 
active cases and 70 new cases 
in the past two weeks.

As of Jan. 4, 2020, within 
the SLV Mineral County had 
the highest COVID-19 positiv-

ity rate of 21.4% followed by 
Costilla County with 12.1%. 
Although Alamosa County had 
the highest rate of active cases 
its positivity test rate was 2.3%. 
Rio Grande County had the low-
est positivity rate in the Valley 
with only 0.9% being positive.

San Luis Valley Health Part-
nership stated Dec. 30 that there 
are many seniors in the San 
Luis Valley who are anxious 
to be vaccinated, and they are 
asking for patience, as vaccines 
are still very limited. Governor 
Polis announced that the state 
will expand who will be able to 
receive COVID-19 vaccinations 
in Phase 1. During the coming 

COVID-19 
cases drop over 

the holidays
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970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 1/31/2021.

ranges under phases 2 and 3. Mod-
erate risk health care workers and 
first responders are still covered 
under phase 1B, which has been 
expanded to include frontline es-
sential workers and continuity of 
state government. Phase 1B also 
now covers Coloradans age 70 
and older, who represent 78% of 
all COVID-19 deaths in the state. 
Many people in phase 1B will have 
the opportunity to begin getting 
vaccinated in the next few days as 
federal supplies allow and as phase 
1A is completed. We expect that 
we will get through the majority 
of phase 1A health care workers by 
Jan. 15 and as we get closer to that 
date will be able to provide more 
information for Coloradans on next 
steps. In the meantime, we encour-
age Coloradans to visit https://co-
vid19.Colorado.gov/vaccine-FAQ 
The state is currently coordinating 
with local public health agencies, 
health care providers, pharmacies, 
and diverse community partners to 
distribute the vaccine as equitably 
and efficiently as possible to people 
in phase 1A and 1B. Some phase 1 
recipients will receive the vaccine 
through their employer, local public 
health agency, enrolled COVID 

vaccine provider, or through the 
federal government’s https://www.
cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/long-
term-care/pharmacy-partnerships.
html

For individuals not receiving a 
vaccine through one of these op-
tions, the state is actively working 
with local public health agencies 
to determine which additional 
providers will vaccinate members 
of the 1A and 1B groups. Several 
counties are planning to hold mass 
vaccination clinics for members 
of their communities. In the com-
ing days and as more information 
becomes finalized, we will publish 
additional locations for vaccine 
distribution on the state’s website. 
For more information on vaccine 
distribution locations, Coloradans 
may call COHELP at 303-389-1687 
or 877-462-2911, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. or visit 
https://covid19.Colorado.gov/for-
coloradans/vaccine/vaccine-for-
coloradans

The state is continually onboard-
ing providers and coordinating 
with local public health agencies 
to determine additional points of 
distribution. 

VACCINE Continued from Page 1

UPDATE Continued from Page 1

COLORADO –  Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, Gov. Polis and state 
health officials announced the 
first case of the of COVID-19 
variant B.1.1.7, the same vari-
ant discovered in the UK. 

The Colorado State Laborato-
ry confirmed 
and not i f ied 
the Center for 
Disease Con-
trol (CDC) of 
the case. The 
i n d i v i d u a l 
i s  a  male  in 
h is  20s  who 
i s  c u r r e n t l y 
i n  i s o l a t i o n 
in  Arapahoe 
C o u n t y  a n d 
has no travel history. Another 
possible variant case has been 
identified and this person is in 
isolation in Lincoln County.  
Both individuals were mem-
bers of the Colorado National 
Guard and were working at a 
nursing home with a COVID-19 
outbreak.

Public health officials are 
doing a thorough investiga-
tion. The individual who tested 
positive for the COVID variant 
is recovering in isolation and 
will remain there until cleared 
by public health officials. The 
individual has no close contacts 
identified so far,  but public 
health officials are working to 
identify other potential cases 
and contacts through thorough 
contact tracing interviews.

“There is a lot we don’t know 

about this new COVID-19 vari-
ant, but scientists in the United 
Kingdom are warning the world 
that it is significantly more con-
tagious. The health and safety 
of Coloradans is our top priority 
and we will closely monitor this 

case, as well as 
all COVID-19 
i n d i c a t o r s , 
v e r y  c l o s e l y. 
We are work-
ing to prevent 
spread and con-
tain the virus 
at all  levels,” 
said Governor 
Jared Polis. “I 
want to thank 
our  sc ient is ts 

and dedicated medical profes-
sionals for their  swift  work 
and ask Coloradans to continue 
our efforts to prevent disease 
transmission by wearing masks, 
standing 6 feet apart when gath-
ering with others, and only in-
teracting with members of their 
immediate household. Masks 
are 50-75% effective against 
contraction and vaccinations 
are 95% effective.”

The Colorado state lab was 
the first in the country to quick-
ly identify the variant through 
sophisticated analysis of testing 
samples. The lab initially per-
formed the diagnostic PCR test 
on the sample and found that 
the sample was positive for CO-
VID-19 with strong signals for 
the N gene and ORF1ab (both 
are detected when a person has 

COVID-19), but the signal for 
the S gene was not detected. 
When the S gene doesn’t reg-
ister in the testing, it is called 
an “S Drop Out Profile,” and 
it  is considered an essential 
signature for the variant. The 
sample was flagged for further 
investigation. Scientists then 
sequenced the viral  genome 
from the patient sample and 
found eight mutations specific 
to the spike protein gene associ-
ated with this variant. Genome 
sequencing is a molecular pro-
filing of the entire viral RNA 
sequence.

Scientists in the United King-
dom believe the B.1.1.7 variant 
to be more contagious than pre-
viously identified strains of the 
SARS-CoV-2 variant, though 
no more severe in symptoms. 
Health offcials warn that the 
new variant is believed to be 
50-70% more transmissible.  In 
addition, the currently approved 
vaccines are thought to be effec-
tive against this variant. 

“The fact that Colorado has 
detected this variant first in 
the nation is a testament to the 
sophistication of Colorado’s 
response and the talent of CD-
PHE’s scientist and lab opera-
tions,” said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, 
executive director, Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment. “We are cur-
rently using all the tools avail-
able to protect public health 
and mitigate the spread of this 
variant.”

Colorado has first case of 
COVID variant in U.S.

New variant 
is believed 
to be 50-

70% more 
transmissible

$7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“The pizza was absolutely 
amazing. One of the best 

pizzas I have ever had. The 
service was great and so 

were the chicken wings. But 
that pizza, WOW! Amazing! 

I wish we had pizza this 
good in San Diego.

- Jim V., Google 

We are now hiring for all positions, 
please come in and see Angela!

week, local public health agencies 
will be planning with healthcare 
partners how to expand vaccina-
tion opportunities to these new 
groups. The state does not have 
enough doses of the vaccine for 
everyone in Phase 1, but it’s ex-
pected to receive vaccines in small 
but regular shipments during the 
coming weeks. 

At a meeting of the San Luis Val-
ley Healthcare Coalition Tuesday, 
Dec. 29, it was reported that so 
far only mild side effects, such as 
temporary arm soreness, are being 
observed as early vaccinations for 
COVID-19 continue this week. 
According to the most recent state 
guidelines, Colorado’s Phase 1A 
includes health care workers in set-
tings with high risk of COVID-19 
exposure.  Phase 1B includes 
health care workers in settings 
with moderate risk of exposure, 
first responders, those ages 70 
and up, and certain other front line 
workers. Phase 1A and 1B vac-
cinations will continue in January 

2021. Vaccination planning will 
include providing a second dose 
for each vaccine recipient.

Staff and residents of long-term 
care facilities are also part of Phase 
1. Vaccinations for long-term care 
facilities have been allocated and 
contracted at the federal level 
separately from hospitals, clinics 
and public health agencies. Long-
term care facility vaccinations will 
begin in early January. 

Each county will be able to move 
through Phase 1A and 1B at dif-
ferent rates, based on vaccine al-
locations received and the unique 
makeup of each county. Vaccine 
providers have not been authorized 
to provide vaccinations to those 
beyond Phase 1 at this time. Doing 
so could jeopardize their ability to 
continue providing vaccinations. 

In December, the SLV had 31 
people hospitalized with CO-
VID-19, and there were 12 deaths 
among cases. The number of active 
cases is beginning to come down, 
but the coronavirus is still here.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Local donkey 
sanctuary 
saves lives

By lyndSie Ferrell

SOUTH FORK- Hidden in the 

foothills of the South Fork area is a 

special place for wandering burros 

of all shapes and sizes. Little do 

the residents of the Valley know, 

the Forever Home Donkey Rescue 

has been healing, loving and com-

forting donkeys for the past three 

years as a satellite location for the 

larger operation that is located in 

Benson, Arizona. 

Linda Childs and her husband 

first became involved with the 

Forever Home Donkey Rescue in 

Benson, Arizona during an annual 

birthday trip to the location in 

2016. “I am a huge animal lover 

so every year for my birthday, 

my husband takes me to different 

animal sanctuaries and in 2016, it 

happened to be the Forever Home 

Donkey Rescue. We fell in love 

with what the owners Don and 

Tish Hiestand were doing, and 

everything just seemed to fall into 

place,” said Childs.

Childs stated that after they re-

turned to their home in South For, 

it wasn’t long before local Creede 

Veterinarian Doc Howard told her 

that she loved donkeys enough that 

she needed her own herd. Just after 

the conversation with Howard, 

Childs and her husband saw an ad 

in a local classified listing for a 

donkey looking for a new home. 

“This was a dream come true for 

us and we wanted to do something 

to help so we opened the satellite 

location here in South Fork and 

we bring donkeys that are well 

enough to travel up for the sum-

mer months and bring them back 

down to Arizona in the winter.”

Childs explained that most of the 

donkey’s range in ages three to 40 

years in age and have a variety of 

ailments including obesity. “Most 

of the donkeys we get are obese. A 

lot of owners typically surrender 

their donkeys because of old age, 

believe it or not, donkeys have a 

tendency to out live their owners 

when taken care of or people who 

can’t financially take care of the 

animals anymore. Each donkey 

comes with their own unique 

stories.”

Childs and her burros participate 

in events throughout the Valley 

including parades and pack burro 

racing. “This gives us the unique 

opportunity to introduce what we 

do to the public and the donkey’s 

love it. We really enjoy what we 

do and we do it for the animals.”

Childs also helps owners that 

need assistance with training 

and handling. “Most people get 

a donkey and think that they 

can be trained and handled like 

a horse. That is not always the 

case and we are more than happy 

to come out and help owners with 

their animals. We teach handling 

techniques and feeding habits. We 

also network with other sanctuar-

ies throughout the area to make 

sure every donkey gets what they 

need. They are amazing animals, 

and you wouldn’t believe the 

number of donkeys we have in 

the Colorado, New Mexico and 

Arizona regions.”

Forever Home Donkey rescue 

also works closely with the Bureau 

of Land Management (BLM) in 
their donkey program. “We have 

donkeys that are sometimes born in 

the wild and then trained through 

an inmate program with BLM. 

Once the donkeys pass training, 

they come to us for rehoming.”

The sanctuary works with all of 

their animals and as long as they 

are young enough, healthy enough 

and social enough, they look for 

new homes. “We want people to be 

ready to accept a donkey so there 

is on-site visits and an adoption 

application, but we work with 

owners who want to make a donkey 

part of their lives. They are such 

diverse, amazing animals.”

During the summer months and 

depending on COVID restrictions, 

the South Fork Satellite location 

does on-site tours by reservation 

only for those who may be looking 

to make a visit this coming sum-

mer. The sanctuary also always 

accepts donations and is typically 

in need of halters, lead ropes, fly 

masks and supplies for their don-

key first aid kits. More information 

about the Forever Home Donkey 

rescue can be found on their web-

site at www.foreverhomedonkey.

com or through their Facebook 

page under Forever Home Donkey 

Rescue.

 Find us on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment 
Options

We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER:  Special 
Holiday Prices: Elk Grade A  $13/
lb. Deer Grade A $11/lb.5 miles west 
of Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-
0942 (01/21)
Deer voucher wanted for 2021. 
Willing to pay going rate. Not a 
broker, this is for myself and pos-
sibly wife. Call or text Curran at 
320-291-9297. 

07 Help Wanted
Marketing Assistant-Rio Grande 
County Tourism Board is seek-
ing bids for part-time Tourism 
Assistant in marketing for Rio 
Grande County to ensure potential 
visitors are seeing the latest and 
most relevant information about Rio 
Grande County.  Individual would 
be responsible for working with the 
board on all aspects of Marketing 
including both print and online me-
dia.  Individual is also responsible 
for attending monthly meetings and 
preparing various reports for the 
board as well. Applicants must have 
previous marketing including but 
not limited to print ads and social 
media.   The board is asking for a 
cover letter, resume, and examples 
of work. Please submit bid packets 
to Rio Grande County Tourism 
Board, 925 6th Street, Room 207, 
Del Norte, CO 81132.  Bid packets 
must be submitted by 12:00PM on 
Friday, January 15, 2021. (1/20)
Looking for a new Career? We 
have an immediate opening for 
an ADVERTISING SALES REP-
RESENTATIVE. Duties include 
calling on area businesses to sell 
display advertisements, selling and 
managing online advertisements, 
meeting daily sales goals and other 
duties as needed. Potential earnings 
of $23,000-$30,000+ with com-

petitive benefits package. If you’re 
goal-oriented, motivated, and a 
self-starter with high ambitions of 
a successful and enjoyable career, 
send your resume to Managing Edi-
tor, Trey Spaulding, at Valley Pub-
lishing, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, 
CO 81144 or email to tspaulding@
valleypublishinginc.com (01/06)
Saguache County is currently 
accepting RFP’s for a new 
Saguache GENERAL PUR-
POSE OF POSITION: Serves 
as the County’s Chief Legal Of-
ficer and Legal Counsel to the 
Board of County Commissioners. 
Performs a variety of complex 
high level administrative, techni-
cal, professional work in advising 
and representing Board of County 
Commissioners and Elected Of-
ficials (upon direction from Board 
of County Commissioners), and 
Department Heads; conduct civil 
lawsuits; prepare legal documents 
and correspondence; conduct legal 
research and assist various enti-
ties and committees supported or 
appointed by the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners.MINIMUM 
REQUIREMENTS :Current ly 
licensed to practice law in the 
State of Colorado and the United 
States Court of Appeals.  Abil-
ity to independently perform listed 
responsibilities with a minimum 
of supervision.  ESSENTIAL 
POSITION FUNCTIONS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES:Researches 
and applies knowledge of federal 
and state statutes and regulations 
relating to county government, 
contracts, employment civil rights, 
land use, environment, finance and 
general law. Prepares briefs, plead-
ings, contracts, and other legal docu-
ments and correspondence; operate 
computer, analyze and render opin-

ions regarding comprehensive legal 
issues/documents; and negotiates 
on the County’s behalf. Represents 
the legal and business interests of 
the County, makes presentations 
in various types of litigation and 
administrative hearings, including 
child and adult protection and child 
support matters when working with 
Social Services.Represents the 
County and Department of Social 
Services in trials, appeals and ad-
ministrative proceedings in courts 
and in State administrative agen-
cies statewide.This is a full-time 
position with benefits included.All 
interested parties should submit a 
proposal in a sealed envelope 
with “COUNTY ATTORNEY” 

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the
SLV Lifestyles Classi-

fieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 
 If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the 
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook Page

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

0 - 15 lbs. $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

15 - 25 lbs. $100.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

$22

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

(330)317-0896
Custom 

C&C Routering  • Laser Engraving

Complete Solar Systems 

Rhino Voltz Lithium Batteries 

Inverters, Charge Controllers, Wire 

6689 County Road DD.5 •  La Jara 

Mountain View Crafts & Solar 

County Line
Small Engine Repair

719-589-6466 • 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. • La Jara

 We have trailer wiring, brakes, 
parts and all the essentials! 

 READY FOR WINTER!

Sales, Service and 
Repairs for Most 
Major Brands of 

Power Equipment

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

on the envelope by January 15, 
2021 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache 
County, Attention:  Wendi Maez, 
County Administrator, PO Box 
100, Saguache, CO 81149.  For 
questions please contact Wendi 
Maez, County Administrator at 
719-655-2231 or you may email 
your questions to wmaez@sagua-
checounty-co.gov.(01/21)

10 Apartments for Rent
2 bedroom/1 bath recently remod-
eled in Monte Vista. $650/deposit, 
$650/month. Call (719)852-2096. 
(01/06 TFN) 

12 House for Rent
Large 3Br/1Ba/1Car 2Sty Home 
Rental Alamosa. Inc. Appliances, 
W/D, Shop area, fenced yard, pets 
neg. 1000mo/1000dep. Year lease. 
Paul 719-992-4896. (01/21)
Remodeled 1+bedroom/1+bath 
unit in Del Norte. $600/month, 
inclusive of water and sewer. 
Credit report required. No Pets Call 
719-850-0750. (01/21)
HOUSE FOR RENT Monte Vista 
Two Story, Two bath, Two bedroom.   
$1200 month plus utilities. $1200 
deposit. 849-1316

17 Real Estate For Sale
Farm for lease:  315 acres under 
center pivot, 5700 gpm wells, 37.5 
shares of Rio Grande Canal, 617 
acres of pasture land, and two steel 
storage sheds.  Located on Hwy 285 
in Saguache County.  Call  Bruce 
Steffens at 719-580-0770 for infor-
mation. (TFN)
PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59 
acres with center pivot, new 
60X120 steel shop, 2 ½ shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 2000 GPM 
well, 2 miles from Center.  Priced 
to Sell, Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-
0770. (TFN)
11 circles in Center area with 
excellent potato ground, excellent 
wells and water rights, high pro-
duction, sandy soil, 2 homes, shop, 
potato storage, first time ever on 
market and sold as full unit. Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, LLC 719-580-0770. Serious 
inquires only (TFN)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 acres 
with top water rights, production, 
1.2 miles of Rio Grande River 
and ½ mile of Conejos River.  
$1,750,000.  Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770 (TFN)
Pastureland, 397 acres in north of 
Monte Vista Airport on County 
Line Road with good grass and 
location.  Also contains a huge 
amount of  gravel on the property  
$525,000.00  call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

36 Miscellaneous 
New 3/4HP 220V HZ50 Electric 
Motor Vacuum Pump Flow Rate 
6CFM $200 call 719-274-5511

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(01/06)
FALL SALE! 240 Watt Solar Pan-
els Only $.59 Per Watt! Bontrag-
ers Variety Store  9726 S.  County 
Road 3 E Monte Vista Co 81144. 
(01/06)
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifica-

tions! Containers are water & rodent 
proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total 
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346 
(01/27 TFN)
SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER. We Stock In-
verters, Charge Controllers and 
Batteries in Brand Names of Out-
back, Magnum, Rolls, More. We 
Also Carry Cable and PV Wire. 
Thank you for Buying Bontrager’s 
Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500

38 Machinery, Tools, and 
Equipment

For Sale: All Items Are Brand 

New: Dewalt Table Saw, Bat-
tery Operated Framing Nail Gun, 
plumbers drum auger. Please call 
719-937-3868 for pricing. (01/27)  

48 Pets & Supplies
Free to a good home--5 year old 
Australian Shepherd/ Pyrenees 
mix dog.  Call 719-852-2945. 
(01/21)

50 Livestock 
HERITAGE BREED TUR -
KEY - Burbon Reds from free 
range parents. $25 for 1 - $20 each 
additional. 10+weeks - ready to 
butcher at 28 weeks (toms average 
30 lbs, hens 15 lbs.) Straight run 
only. 719-850-2832 (01/27)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK CARS & TRUCKS: We 
pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 
(TFN2-21)
65 Professional Services

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(01/27)TFN) 
THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. (01/27/2020 

MOOve It Faster
With the Classifieds

From tractors and tillers to help wanted and helpful services, we are your local buying, selling, trading and hiring marketplace for all thing agriculture.

719-852-3531
Place Your Ad Today!
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By lyndSie Ferrell

SAN LUIS VALLEY- There 
are many things to do in the San 
Juan Mountain Range that lies on 
the western edge of the San Luis 
Valley and many anglers look 
to the winter months for some 
of the best fishing of the year. 
Though some destination lakes, 
ponds and reservoirs are only 
accessible with snowmobiles or 
cross-country skiing, others offer 
easy access and a great opportu-
nity to get the fishing poles out 
even though the Valley is in the 
midst of winter. 

According to Aquatic Biolo-
gist Estevan Vigil with Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife, this year is 
expected to be pretty normal as 
far as ice fishing in the area goes. 
“We haven’t received a lot of re-
ports about the fishing conditions 
yet as many of the bodies of wa-
ter are only now frozen enough 
to access, but past years indicate 
that we will have a fairly normal 
ice fishing season until things 
slow down later in the winter.”

Vigil explained that right now 
is the time to get out and hit the 
ice especially at Beaver Creek 
Reservoir which is a favorite 
among winter anglers. “Beaver 
Creek and Minion reservoirs are 
located just outside of South Fork 
and are great locations to ice 
fish. Fishing is pretty consistent 
at Beaver Creek, plus it is easily 
accessible for the average angler 
wanting to get out and hit the ice. 
The reservoir was stocked with 
Kokanee salmon three years ago 
so populations should be up. It 
being early in the season there 
is still a good chance to catch a 
salmon until later in the winter 
when fish slow down and are not 
as active.”

Another reservoir that is only 
accessible via snowmobile or 
cross-country skiing but has good 
ice fishing is Big Meadows. The 
reservoir is frozen, but caution 
is always advised when partici-
pating in winter fishing or any 

Ice fishing bite is on in western end of Valley

outdoor recreational activities. 
“There is usually decent fishing 
at Big Meadows, but the road 
is closed to regular traffic and 
those venturing into the area with 
snowmobiles should use caution, 
be aware of surroundings and is 
for more experienced anglers.”

Pass Creek Pond is another eas-
ily accessible location that sits 

just off Highway 160 on Wolf 
Creek Pass just below the Wolf 
Creek Ski Resort. “I have a friend 
that fishes Pass Creek Pond every 
year and always says the fishing 
is good. AS I have said before, 
with it being early in the season, 
fish should be active and hungry.”

As anglers head up toward the 
Creede and Mineral County area, 

they will have luck at the Road 
Canyon Reservoir, which is eas-
ily accessible and a great place 
to get out on the ice. Snow in 
the immediate area is on the rise 
and local Rio Grande National 
Forest officials caution drivers 
to be sure they can get in and out 
when traveling on several roads. 

Another area favorite is not 

available this year. Rio Hondo 
Reservoir has been drained in 
preparation for dam repair later 
this coming summer. “From re-
ports I am hearing the reservoir 
has no water in it. We are repair-
ing the dam for safety reasons 
and hopefully will have the res-
ervoir filled back up as soon as 
work has been completed.”

In Print & Online

Valley Publishing

719-852-3531

Gateway to the Silver Thread

JOURNAL

1892 - 2020 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’

“Gateway to the San Juans”

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
NEW HOURS

Please wear a mask.

The Holy Moses

There’s no better 
way to enjoy soup 

or stew than
in a Jeff Pike

hand-thrown bowl!
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SAGUACHE COUNTY- The 
Colorado State Patrol is investigat-
ing a two vehicle crash on Highway 
285, milepost 119, at the summit of 
Poncha Pass, which resulted in one 
fatality.

At approximately 12:05 p.m. Dec. 
29, 2020, a black 2019 Dodge Du-
rango was northbound on Highway 
285. A red 2006 Dodge Ram 2500 
was southbound on Highway 285. 
The Durango lost control and began 
to rotate counterclockwise. The 
Durango crossed the center line into 
the southbound lanes. The Durango 
struck the Ram’s front with its right 

side. The Durango came to rest on 
its wheels on the southbound white 
line. The Ram came to rest on its 
wheels off the southbound edge of 
the highway.

The driver of the Durango was 
pronounced deceased on scene. The 
two juvenile passengers of the Du-
rango were transported to Heart of 
the Rockies with serious injuries. The 
driver and passenger of the Ram were 
transported to Heart of the Rockies 
with serious injuries.

The crash is still under investiga-
tion by the Colorado State Patrol 
Vehicular Crimes Unit.

CONEJOS COUNTY —The 
second set of human remains located 
on a Conejos County property in 
November has been identified.

A Forensic Odonatologist assisting 
task force investigators identified 
the second set of the human remains 
recovered as Shayla Jenna Hammel 
(11/3/86) of Saguache. Hammel was 
reported missing to the Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office on Nov. 26, 
2020. A family member reported 
they had not been in contact with Ms. 
Hammel since late October.

Investigators contacted the family 
of Ms. Hammel to make the official 
notification of her death.

The task force has not determined 
the cause and manner of death; how-
ever, investigators believe foul play 
was involved. 

With the remains of Ms. Hammel 
identified, members of the task force 
are currently working to determine 
the circumstances surrounding her 
death. Adre Baroz, who is currently 
being held in the Alamosa County 
Jail on unrelated charges, has not 
been charged in the death of Ms. 
Hammel. Law enforcement cannot 
comment on any other specific infor-
mation or connection to the remains 
found in Conejos County due the sta-
tus of the active investigation. Work 
continues to identify the other set of 
human remains located in Conejos 

Saguache resident 
remains identified

County in November.
Anyone with information about 

Ms. Hammel or the other unidentified 
human remains located in Conejos 
County is asked to call a designated 
tip line at 719-270-0210. There have 
been more than 60 tips reported since 
last month.

A Forensic Odonatologist identi-
fied the first set of the human remains 
recovered as Myron Robert Martinez 
(DOB: 11/15/1982) of Del Norte 
earlier this month.

No further updates will be pro-
vided, as this remains an active in-
vestigation. The charges against Mr. 
Baroz are merely an accusation and 
he is presumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty.

Poncha Pass crash 
results in fatality
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate
San Luis Valley 

Area Real Estate

New Listing! Charming Family Home,
Priced to Sell! 

4 bedroom • 2 bath • 1,850 sq. ft. • $215,000
Comfortable family home with large balcony to 

enjoy your mountain views!  Nice kitchen, stone fire-
place, wood-burning stove and beautiful bathrooms! MLS #758665

198 Elm Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Price Just Reduced!! 
• 1 bedroom • 1bathroom • $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the 
River’s Edge Mountain View RV 
Resort! Everything is included, 
all it needs is you! All furniture, 

appliances and pots and pans come 
with this cozy home that includes 

an enclosed sun room, storage shed 
and work bench! MLS#760432

57 Dennette Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@

steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Everything you could want from mountain living! 
4 bedrooms • 4.5 baths • 4,504 sq. ft.

• 6 acres •$888,000
Custom-built home in River Island Ranch 
with a built in theater, 5 car heated garage and 
2 car separate garage, screened-in porch, safe 
room, wet bar and much more! The yard has 
a sprinkler system and a fire pit, perfect for 
entertaining! POA includes access to fishing 
on the RIo Grande, road maintenance and 
snow removal. MLS #765728 

104 Explorer Way • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

New Listing! Golf Course Living at its finest! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,0978 sq. ft. • $379,000

Stunning views in all directions with huge windows, luxurious master suite, 
rock propane fireplace, high-end Jenn Air appliances, custom cabinetry, 
large stone patio for entertaining, 2-car garage and so much more! Rio 

Grande Club Membership and Home Furnishings negotiable. MLS #767109 
6827 Snead Ln • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

You won’t believe your eyes! Stunning Views, Lots of Wildlife! 
3 bedroom • 2.5 bath • 2,900 sq. ft. $549,000 

Check out some of the best, 360 degree, hilltop views in South Fork 
from your deck! Open kitchen, dining and living area, vaulted ceil-
ings, Jacuzzi tub, finished basement with a rec room! MLS #767631

852 Soaring Eagle Lane • South Fork 
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

Finely Crafted Mountain Home! 
• 2 Bedroom • 2 Bathroom • 2-car Garage • 1,388 sq. ft. • $389,900

Delightful Ranch Style Mountain Home with 2 car garage and an additional detached 
cement floor garage/workshop. Nice size kitchen with custom cabinets containing large 
lazy Susans, Large Pantry and lots of storage. Open dining and large living area with large 
Sunny Bay window and beautiful mountain views. This kitchen is complete with refrig-
erator, cookstove, dishwasher and trash compactor. Large Laundry room with tons of 
storage. Living room with wood burning stove and additional heat source and home is 
well insulated throughout. Off the living room entry is a wonderful sitting porch. Perfect 
place to have that morning cup of coffee and watch the mule deer and wild turkeys! 

MLS#772014 • 193 Whispering Pines Drive

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT

Majestic Mountain Home in Beaver Mountain Estates!
• 5 bedrooms  5 bathrooms • 2,912 sq. ft. • 3-car heated garage • $745,900
A beautiful home with charm and elegance in Beaver Mountain Estates! 

This Home borders the national forest with beautiful mountain views from the wrap around front 
deck and outdoor propane fireplace with additional large rear covered porch. Large living room with 

Lennox propane fireplace and ETF electrical heating that can heat the home and dining area with 
custom light fixture with dining seating 10 for all your entertaining. Custom Kitchen with two sinks 
and two dishwashers for quick clean up after entertaining with beautiful Knotty Alder wood cabinets 
and new refrigerator and microwave. This home is beautifully hand troweled on ceilings/walls with 

tall ceilings and tall solid wood interior doors and Pella double-hung windows for easy cleaning. 
This home comes mostly furnished with additional tools and the following equipment in the garage 
including snow blower, air compressor, battery chargers all this and more with beautiful mountain 

views with Rocky Mountain Elk and other wildlife right out your back door. 
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
Cell 719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thank you to 

everyone who 

let me help 

them find a 
home in 2020

Beautiful Home on the Range!
3 bedroom •3 bathroom • 1,808 sq. ft. •$449,000

 This meticulous, comfortable, well-maintained ranch style log home is located on 6 
+ acres with reach out and touch mountain views and moments from the Rio Grande 

National Forest. Open Great Room, Living, Dining, and Kitchen with wood floors and a 
beautiful stone fireplace. Wonderful split floor plan with a Master Bedroom on one side 
of the home and guest rooms on the other. Attached cement floor two car garage large 
enough for storage of four-wheelers, fishing gear, tools, and more.  Large deck out back 

and fireplace ring sitting area, large covered front porch. 
1104 Expedition drive • South Forkt 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

MINERAL COUNTY- The Colo-
rado State Patrol investigated a two 
vehicle crash on Highway 160 at 
Mile Post 179.3. The crash occurred 
in Mineral County at the bottom of 
Wolf Creek pass.

At approximately 5:14 a.m. Christ-
mas Day, Vehicle #1, a 2008 Ford 
F350, driven by Ernesto Velaquez, 48, 
of Del Norte Colorado was westbound 
on Colorado 160 at a high rate of speed. 
Vehicle #2, a 2018 Kenworth truck 
tractor and semitractor-trailer driven 
by Arturo Romeo, 55, of Commerce 
City Colorado and front seat passenger 
Desiree Van Hartesrett, 53, of Com-
merce City Colorado, was eastbound 
on Colorado 160. Vehicle #1 traveled 
into the eastbound lane to negotiate 
the curve. The driver of Vehicle #1 
lost control of the vehicle and began 
to rotate counterclockwise. Vehicle #1 
traveled back across the westbound 
lane out of control before traveling off 

the north side of the roadway. Vehicle 
#1 then traveled westbound off the 
northside of the roadway, along the 
ditch and embankment, striking sev-
eral rocks and a delineator post, before 
striking a large boulder with the front 
of Vehicle #1. After striking the large 
boulder Vehicle #1 rotated clockwise 
coming back onto the roadway, rolling 
one-half time and, rotating 180 degrees 
striking the front of Vehicle #2 with the 
driver’s side of vehicle #1. Vehicle #1 
rotated back counterclockwise com-
ing to final rest on its top facing east. 
Vehicle #2 was almost stopped when 
it was struck by vehicle #1. Vehicle 
#2 came to final rest on its wheels 
facing east.

Driver of Vehicle #1 Ernesto 
Velaquez died on scene as a result 
of the injuries he sustained from the 
crash. Auturo Romeo and Desiree 
Van Hartesrett in Vehicle #2 were 
not injured.

Photo by Tyler Schmidt

Del Norte resident killed in 
crash on Wolf Creek pass
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