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Special enrollment
for Connect for
Health Insurance
Exchange

STAFF REPORT
Coloradans without
health insurance will be able
to enroll in coverage through
ConnectforHealthCO.combetween
Feb. 8 and May 15. Re-opening
the exchanges is an effort to help
uninsured Coloradans connect to
affordable coverage, especially
those who have lost their jobs
during this economic downturn.

Prescribed burn
scheduled for Rio
Grande SWA

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Woodpile
burningis scheduled to take place in
the coming weeks at the Rio Grande
State Wildlife Area depending on
weather conditions. The burning of
wood debris is acooperative project
of Colorado Parks and Wildlife
and the Colorado Division of Fire
Prevention and Control.

Smoke may be visible and could
persist for several days as fuels
burn out. Crews will be on scene
to monitor the progress throughout
the process. The main objective of
pile burning is to reduce hazardous
fuel accumulation to protect public
safety.

CPW works closely with other
agencies such as the Colorado Air
Pollution Control Division, the
Division of Fire Prevention and
Control and local authorities in
developing and implementing any
burning project.

For questions or concerns,
contact CPW District Wildlife
Manager Tyler Cerny at 719-850-
6363.

Prescribed fire smoke may affect
your health. For more information
see www.colorado.gov/pacific/
cdphe/wood-smoke-and-health for
additional information.
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Today: Mostly sunny, with ahigh
near41.Calm wind becoming west
around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Tonight: Increasing clouds, with
a low around 16. South southwest
wind around 5 mph.

Friday: A 30 percent chance of
snow, mainly after 1lam. Partly
sunny, with a high near 41. South
southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.

Friday night: A 20 percent
chance of snow before 11pm.Partly
cloudy, with alow around 17. West
southwest wind 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with a
highnear41.South southwest wind
around 5 mph.

Water issues run through Saguache Town Board meeting

BY PATRICK SHEA

SAGUACHE — Gathering
virtually, the Saguache Town Board
passed motions and approved
resolutions for water usage, historic
preservation, playgrounds and
infrastructure during their monthly
meeting on Feb. 8.

Patrick Cale provided his

maintenance department update
first, noting he is still taking classes
to be a certified operator for the water
distribution system.

“We did a facility tour with Brett
Collier, the new water operator,” Cale
said. They also calibrated the sewer
system, and Collier will return next
week to delve deeper into the sewer.

Cale said they inventoried all the
manholes around town to prevent
vehicle damage, and future goals
for the department include signage,
extensive pothole repair and manhole
ring upgrades.

Code Enforcement Officer Tina
Sanchez followed next with reports
of dogs at large and a few noise

By PATRICK SHEA
CENTER — Center Police
Chief Dale “Gene” Meek

welcomed more than a dozen

in the basement of the Center
United Methodist Church on Feb.
6. The light fare and conversation

human trafficking, recent house
fires, obstacles recovering addicts
face and details surrounding the
death of the department’s narcotics
dog before Christmas.

Chief Meek described drugs and
property crimes as two sides of the
same coin, and he said K-9 Officer
Maverick changed both dynamics
in his short time on the force.

“We hit on a mobile meth lab
in the truck of a car,” Meek said.

With a steady presence after
that bust, the K-9 Unitdrove away
significant narcotics business.
Even three months after Maverick
chewed his way out of his pen and
gothitby atruck on Highway 285,
Meek said, “Our crime rates are
still down.”

Like drugs and crime, Maverick

the same commemorative coin.
At $10 apiece, the coins show his
likeness and help fund the K-9
Unit. A 10-month-old K-9 officer
Please see COFFEE on Page 8A

residents for Coffee with the Chief

turned somber with reports of

and his spirit fall on two sides of

Citizens have Coffee with
the Chief i in Center

Center Police Chief Dale “Gene’” Meek welcomed more than a dozen
residents to the basement of the Center United Methodist Church for

Coffee with the Chief on Feb. 6.

Photos by Patrick Shea

Bridge work began last week, the final steps for completing the Safe
Routes to School project in Center.

RGNF hosts groundbreakmg ceremony _at

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — The Upper Rio
Grande School District (URGSD)
in partnership with Rio Grande
National Forest Service (RGNF)
held a groundbreaking ceremony on
Thursday,Feb.4,tomark the beginning
of the construction phase of the new
RGNF supervisor’s office located in
the old Del Norte High School building.
The projecthas beenunderway forsome
time now after the RGNF accepted the
building as a gift from the URGSD two
years ago.

The initiative started after the Del
Norte School District was approved for
the BEST grant to build a new school.
During this time, the current school
board and several local individuals
started a repurposing committee

Please see RGNF on Page S8A

complaints. Sanchez said she
contacted property owners about
noisy tenants and explained that
owners ultimately appear in court if
noise violations continue.

Town Clerk Iris Garcia opened
her update with a recap of sewer
and water compliance mitigation

Please see BOARD on Page 2A

Rio Grande
County moves
to Yellow

status on
COVID dial

By LyYNDSIE FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY
— Rio Grande joined countless
counties throughout the state this
week in a status change on the
state’s COVID-19 dial. Almost
all counties in Colorado moved to
lesser restrictions over the weekend
per an order that was announced
by Gov. Jared Polis. Rio Grande
County and a majority of counties
in the San Luis Valley moved to
Yellow on the COVID-19 dial
beginning Saturday, Feb. 6.

According to the report provided
by the Rio Grande County Public
Health Department it states that
businesses in the county will be able
to operate at 50% capacity or host
up to 50 people in an establishment,
whichever is the lesser number.

The county is currently at 27
active cases which is a large
decrease from the previous 50
cases that was reported at the end
of January. The county has also
completed 716 cumulative doses
till date, with total first COVID
Vaccine doses at 646 and second
doses at 70.

“We continue to collaborate with
Rio Grande Hospital to conduct

Please see STATUS on Page 5A

l | high school

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

RGNF Supervisor Dan Dallas, URGSD Superintendent Chris Burr, Rio Grande Commissioner Gene Glover
and Del Norte Mayor Chris Trujillo broke ground at the old Del Norte High School building Thursday,
marking the start of construction for the new Rio Grande National Forest Service Supervisor’s Office.
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OBITUARIES

Alice Alaine White
Jan. 28, 2021

June 24, 1941-

Alice was bornin Leadvﬂle Colo.,
on June 24,1941, to Delmar J. Brock
and Cora LaVergn Hibbs. The silver
thread and golden bowl holding her
to this earth were broken on Jan. 28.
She was absolutely devoted to her
family and Christ Jesus. She loved
deeply and with abandon.

Alice worked as convenience store
clerk for many years. She never met
a stranger, all who met her were
instantly drawn to her kind and
loving spirit.

Above all, she enjoyed love and
laughter with family and friends. She
lived her life by the promises of God.

She was preceded in death by her
loving husband, Kenneth W. Esser,
both her father and mother, brother,
Joseph Estes and sister, Linda L.
Webb.

She is survived by daughters,
Theresa (Cliff) Edwards of Monte
Vista, Rebecca (Bill) Kolb of Monte
Vista, and Anna White of Del Norte,
honorary daughter, Mary (Donn)
Vigil of Monte Vista, as well as
grandchildren, Shannon Hensley,
Shelby Richardson,Helen Ross, Kate
Larsen, Linda Kolb, and Alice Nye,
and honorary grandson, Kris Vigil.
She is also survived by many great-
grandchildren, nieces and nephews,
as well as sisters, Helen Wetmore
of Montrose, Colo., and Roxanne

Norvell of Tenn.

2 Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on
that day and not only to me but also
to all who have loved His appearing.”

xCremation was selected and
interment will be held graveside atthe
Del Norte Cemetery at a later date.
Toexpress condolences to the family,
please visitwww.rogersfunerals.com

Rogers Family Mortuary in Monte
Vista is in care of the arrangements.

Josephine ¢J 0s1e’ Salazar

Josephine “Josie” Salazar passed
away on Feb. 2, 2021.

Josie was born on in Fowler,
Colo.,on Nov. 19, 1945, to Max and
Madeline Maestas.

Josie is survived by her children:
Teresa (Fred), Deanna (Randy) and
Anthony as well as her two grandsons,
Noah and Blake.

She was preceded in death by
her beloved husband, Jose “Kiko”
Salazar.

Josie also leaves behind a legion
of heartbroken nieces, nephews,
siblings and friends who will miss
her dearly.

Josie completed her education
later in life and was a proud alum of
Adams State University in Alamosa,
Colo. She chose education as her
profession and was a dedicated and
innovative educator who was happiest
when she was interacting with and

teaching children.

A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

In lieu of flowers, her family
requests that you consider a donation
to Adams State University (www.
adams.edu/foundation/online-
donation/) or perform an act of
kindness for your local school in
Josie’s memory.

OBITUARY POLICY

Valley Publishing charges a flat fee
of $30 for each obituary published.
Pending arrangements or death
notices run for no charge.

Thischargeaffectsfuneralhomes,as
wellasfamily orotherrepresentatives,
that directly place obituaries. All
paid obituaries will continue to be
published on our website(s) for no

additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors
in publishing an obit, corrections will
be made and the obit will be rerun.
If the errors are on the part of the
submitting party,anadditional fee will
beassessed. Obituariescanbeemailed
to: bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.
com or call 719-852-3531.

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

themselves.

We are also happy to report this week’s group of Breaking News
children.Ms. Tonirecognized Mariah for being a greathelperduring
the painting activity,Ms. Brisaacknowledged Prestonfor being very
respectful at basketball practice and for leading his team and Ms. Carla was impressed
that Damon G. helped clean up all the balls outside without being asked. Thank you,
kiddos for demonstrating ethics and good citizenship. Keep up the good work!

HVCC celebrates Fabulous
Friday activities

Happy new month! With the new month comes a change in
our Fabulous Friday activities. All of February, we will be playing
outside in the snow. All HVCC kiddos who attend on Fridays will
be enjoying snow activities from 11 am. to 1 p.m. It is going to be
chilly,so make sure that children bring their warmest clothes. Lunch
and funactivities await thekiddos at HVCC when they return. Snow
activities are subject to change every Friday.

Basketball for co-ed K-2 grades and boys’ 3-6 grades is coming
toaclose. Next Thursday, Feb. 11, will be the final session for those
groups.Girls’3-4and 5-6 grades will starton Feb. 9and will continue
until March 5. Third-fourthgrade girls’ sessions are Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5-6 p.m.and the 5-6 grade girls’sessions will follow
from 6-7 p.m. Information regarding the basketball skill-building
sessions is located on the HVCC website.

In closing, we would like to share this week’s theme, “Having
a Positive Attitude.” The kiddos were given positive thoughts to
consider such as, “I am smart” and “I am liked.” They were also
prompted to respond with something positive they knew about

CRT planning for shows in 2021

STAFF REPORT

CREEDE — What a year it
has been. Nearly 12 months ago,
Broadway dimmed its lights and
theatres around the world, including
Creede Repertory Theatre, rushed to
reimagine performing arts in the time
of a pandemic.

Looking ahead to summer
2021, CRT is filled with hope and
excitement. While the logistics
are still being determined, CRT is
collaborating with Silver Thread
Public Health Districtand community
partners to create a season that
protects the health and wellness of
company and patrons; complies with
government mandates; and meets
the safety standards set by Actor’s
Equity Association (AEA), the union
of actors and stage managers.

BOARD

CRT will not be moving forward
with the original 2020 Summer
Season lineup (“Grounded,” “Fully
Committed,” “The Roommate,”
“Annie,” “Oklahoma!,” and “The
Importance of Being Earnest”),looking
instead toward a season of small-cast
plays, cabarets, and more, in various
outdoor locations. The season will open
later inthe summer thanusual and likely
run a little longer. Details on shows,
dates, and performance locations will
be announced in the spring.

CRT is scheduled to hold its usual
Educational Programming in 2021,
including camps, the KID Show, and
Young Audience Outreach Tourin the
fall. Details will be announced this
spring. In the meantime, check out
new online content, including Cozy
Corner, Craft Time, and Season 2 of

Continued from Page 1A
at the end of 2020 and plans for the

system in 2021. Although Collier is
not under contract with the town yet,
he will return from Salida next week
to work on the sewer system. Trustees
agreed to schedule a special meeting
to address water concerns.

The board approved Garcia’s
amended bill-paymentreport, CDOT
reportand an auditing agreement with
Blair and Associates. Trustees also
agreed to show support for a statewide
drinking water research project
and signed a water augmentation
participation contract.

The board passed five resolutions
to secure funding for projects.
They approved a GOCO grant to
Alpine Achievers for Generation
Wild, a bench in Otto Mears Park,

playground equipment for Floyd
Smith’s Children’s Park, a sales tax
grant for tree mitigation and securing
fencing for the town’s pump houses.

Toward the end of the meeting,
the board appointed three men to the
Historic Preservation Commission.
Trustee Loren Aldridge returned to
the commission. Trustees read letters
of interest from Andrew Hackbarth
and Dana Gibson and appointed
them as well.

Before adjourning,board members
summarized their status.

“I’'m really glad we’re scheduling
a water workshop. I think it’s
long overdue,” trustee Jim Jaminet
said at the close of the meeting.
“I need to connect the dots in my
understanding.”

The Adventures of Sunny & Blue —
something new every weekday.

The process of getting back onstage
has been frustratingly slow, but
CRT hopes to provide a safe space
for artists and patrons to enjoy the
artistry, passion, and excitement of
creating theatre.

“We’re doing our part, but there
are factors, like volume of cases in
our region and availability of tests,
outside of our control,” CRT officials
stated. “You can help us by wearing
a mask, distancing, and following
other safety protocols to help keep
our community healthy and our
theatre open.Thank you for all of
your support through this difficult
year. We say that this is ‘your theatre,
always,” because through thick and
thin this community has always stood
by CRT.”

For more information, contact
CRT at 719-658-2540 or by visiting
its website at www.creederep.org.

UALI3Theater

719-628-2015
139 Adams * Nionte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

HIDDEM FIGURES
Kids (6-16)°4 « Adults *6 - Seniors 65+)°5

67 Person Maximum, please
maintain social distancing

-

Find us on

Facebook

Learn more about debit card rewards
visit www.slvfb.com/rewards or call 589-6653

San Luis Valley Federal Bank

sh in on rewards using your debit card.

slvfed.com
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If there is one thing Ol’ Dutch
has noticed of late, it’s that certain
activities bring about a measure
of pain and suffering. There
has always been some form of
discomfort to any physical activity,
but these days it seems the thrill of
the huntis often lost in the physical
costs thereafter.

I guess there is not a one among
us that can do all that we used to
do. One old codger told me that
“it takes him all night long to do
one thing that he used to do over
and over, all night long.” And that
pretty well sums itup foralotof us.

And it’s certainly to be expected
as the old body just wears out and
slows down and if you are lucky,
you get to experience all the
aches and pains and doctors visits
associated with growing old.

Old men at least find some
pleasure in looking at the young
nurses in the doctors offices and I
assume the old women love on the
young doctors so there is at least
that to look forward to.

OI’ Dutch has noticed of late
just how many ads on television
there are directed to the older
generations. Everything from soup
to nuts seems to be about how to age
if not gracefully, at least sufferably.
An unending trotting out of
ads about Medicare, reverse
mortgages, drugs that not only
heal you but offer endless side
effects, mobility aids, incontinent
supplies and other things are
strutted across the boob tube daily
trying to get me to try their product.
There is one advertisement that
is on 24-7 and it really has OI’
Dutch riled up. It’s the one for the
medical assist button. You know
the one? It’s for older people who
live alone and may need help in
getting up from the floor or bathtub
after falling.

Even OI’ Dutch can see the need
for such things at his young age (I
gotta get Miss Trixie’s eye rolling
looked at by the veterinarian) as the
times I have fallen in the past few
years getting up was not as easy
as it was when I played football
as a youth.

I can recall those days when we
purposefully threw ourselves on
the hard turf of a bare city lot and
went home scraped and bleeding
and were able to do that day
after day all summer long. Those
were certainly the best days of
our lives, I do believe. For if we
were to throw ourselves down on
a bare dirt surface today not only
would we need medical attention
but probably would receive
psychological assessment as well.

OprINION & EDITORIAL

I’ve fallen and
can’t get up!

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Thankfully, there are these devices
that a person can buy and if they do
fall down, they no longer have to
wait for a deaf spouse to stumble
over them in the dark or their child
to call some three weeks later to
get help.

All they have to do is push that
red button and they are connected
to an operator who will send an
ambulance speeding to the scene
and a large bill rushing through
the mail for those same services.

I guess it’s all good, but I
am disgusted at the advertising
methods used on the media. Mostly
they show some older lady having
fallen down the stairs leading to
a basement or lying on the floor
begging for help.

Two things really bother Ol
Dutch about these scenes. Number
one, who would let that old
woman have to use a laundry in
the basement. I mean where are
her kids and if nothing else, what
liability does the producer of said
advertisement have in letting her
go down the stairs alone?

And secondly and last but
certainly not least, what kind of
sicko lets a poor old lady lie there
hurt and crying while they film
a commercial. Folks, that is just
pathetic and should be criminal.

No one should be made to suffer
just for the sake of them making
money selling the red buttons.

There seems to be something
wrong with Miss Trixie too as she
seemingly turns a blind eye to that
poor lady’s suffering every time the
ad comes on but O’ Dutch would
be happy to get that lady a lawyer
if someone can just tell me how to
contact her.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV of hike daily.
His emailis Kevin@ TroutRepublic.
com.Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com or on
Twitter at TroutRepublic.
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hurting our youth

I had the opportunity to partake
in one of my favorite hometown
activities this week: supporting
local high school student athletes.
Well, sort of. The few parents who
were selected to attend the event
thoughtfully videoed the events live
for the rest of us to watch — thank
you, parents.

I also tried to learn a little more
about the reasoning for the current
dictates placed on high school sports.
Rules that allow only two spectators
per participant, which means that a
family must choose between a parent
and asibling being presentto cheer on
their student athlete. Very seldom now
do grandparents attend, grandparents
who used to be the most dedicated
fans of our rural students.

What I learned is that CHSAA
(Colorado High School Activities
Association) is completely off its
rocker, with seemingly no rhyme or
reason for their decrees.

For example, basketball players
must wear masks, which restricts their
breathing in this strenuous sport — a
clearhealth hazard,especially for our
kids affected with asthma or other
respiratory conditions. We know that
is not a CDPHE rule, as even they
allow both college and professional
athletes to compete without these
restrictions. We also know that
surrounding states such as Nebraska
are completely open and place no
restrictions on their athletics — their
students are unmasked, and their
stands are full. Again, we observe
a stark difference in red and blue

states’ pandemic policies: red states
use common sense and compassion
for their students’ mental and physical
health, while here in Colorado
Governor Polis and CHSAA force our
kids to play “masketball” and ignore
the pleas of our high school students
for stability and normalcy.

How about wrestling? CHSAA
banned tournaments but allow dual
matches — which means that two
schools can have a competition in
the same gym, but not multiple
schools. Sounds reasonable, right?
Except CHSAA, the big school
association,doesn’t understand that
many of these small schools may
only have five or six wrestlers who
could participate in tournaments,
already limiting the number of
participants.

But no team will travel to such a
small school for a duel if they only
have five wrestlers to compete with.
So, several rural schools still come to
one community and utilize multiple
gyms to wrestle each other all on the
same Saturday. Butsomehow all these
wrestlers competing against each
other all in one day is different than
the forbidden tournament.

What are we doing to our youth
and families, our schools and
communities?

In rural Colorado, schools are
the center of our community. Along
the I-25 corridor, one might go to
a comedy club or dance hall in the
evening. Out in God’s country, the
community goes to sporting events.
When rural schools travel to play

urban schools, there always seem to
be more spectators from the visiting
rural school side of the gym than the
hometown crowd.

If I can sign a liability waiver and
then climb on a bucking bull in a
public rodeo arena, or better yet sign
thatrelease and go play atatrampoline
park, why can’t we sign the same
waiver and attend a sporting event
to support our own kids?

Of course, CHSAAwouldnever go
for such a common-sense approach.
CHSAA’s nonsensical decrees are
hurting our small-town communities,
but rural schools have options if they
band together to stand up to this
heavy-handed association. Perhaps
it is time for us in rural Colorado to
use our own God-given commonrural
senses to create our own association,
a Rural Sports Association operated
and run by rural schools to make
decisions that are best for our schools,
students, and communities. Let
CHSA Arun their big-school policies,
and we will operate an association that
works for rural Colorado’s smaller
schools. It certainly can’t be that
hard if bureaucrats within CHSAA
can manage.

Why doschoolsbelongto CHSAA?
Surely itisn’t justbecause they crown
the state champion in sports. We
don’t need CHSAA to dictate what
our communities and our students
need — we can do everything they
do ourselves, and the vast majority of
rural schools could do it better.

Jerry Sonnenberg, Colorado
Senate District 1
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From hot new shops to great restaurant spedials,
entertaimment, services and more, our Local Businesses
have you covered, don't miss out on a thing!
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Continued from Page 1A
as many large vaccination clinics
as we can as quickly as possible.
As long as we receive adequate
shipments of vaccines, we are
hoping to host one every Friday in
February. When vaccine eligibility
opens up to educators and those
65-69 (2-8-21), we need to move
from bi-weekly to weekly in order
to administer the vaccine,” said
Rio Grande County Public Health
Department Director Dr. Kolawole
Bankole.

Last Friday, Feb. 5, the public
health department, the Rio Grande

Hospital and other health officials
held another mass vaccination
clinic and were able to administer
a total of 435, with 325 first doses
and 110 second doses to people 70
and older.

doses in the pipeline for this coming
week,” Bankole said.

Health officials are also still
working on testing strategies
and targeted testing continues at
SLV Health, Valley Wide Health

Systems, Rio Grande Hospital and
Rio Grande Hospital Clinics.
“Rio Grande Public Health
is partnering with Rio Grande
Hospital to order the diagnostic
COVID tests they need to complete

target testing objectives in coming
days,” Bankole said.

For more information or to
read specific guidelines for Rio
Grande County, please visit www.
riograndecounty.org

Dr. Bankole stated in his report
that the clinic and the hospital hope
to see an increase in vaccine doses
coming to the Valley this week.

“What we have coming down the

DIAL CHANGES

Effective Saturday, 2/6/2021, 9:00 a.m.

Courtesy photo
The Rio Grande Hospital in partnership with Rio Grande Public Health
Department held their second mass vaccination clinic on Friday at the
Del Norte Field House. The clinic offered 426 people the opportunity
to get vaccinated with the COVID vaccination. Of the 426, 110 received
their second dose.
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Pot of Gold

Bull Sale

Friday, February 26,2021 * 12:00 noon
Jim’s Auction Barn, Montrose, CO

Offering 100 Yearlings Bulls
Gelbvieh ¢ Balancers®

Tested Negative for Trich & PI-BVD Balancers® Include:

PAP., Gain & Fertility Tested Red Angus/Gelbvieh

EPD’s & Pedigrees on each bull Balancers®

Top Al Sired Bulls Black Angus/Gelbvieh
Balancers®

Thick Meaty Bulls with Good Disposition
Free Delivery to the San Luis Valley

All Phone Bids are 100% DVA"cmn

Satisfaction Guaranteed — You Will  sradcasting fear Time Auctions
Like Them When You Get Them! For online bidding sale day

For information or catalog:

Dave 970-323-6833 » Mark Covington 970-209-1956
On line Catalog at: www.gelbviehbulls.net

pipeline — aslong as everything is et e
confirmed by Colorado Department Alamosa County oW ORaye, .
of Public Health and Environment, COI"‘iEj os Co unty f’ -0’6 _.%%k
we are expecting up to 100 first ; %
LEVEL YELLOW  Costilla County /
d ¥ == R
Mineral County I % L
. ]
Rio Grande County
Wear a mask
Watch your distance
LEVEL BLUE Saguache County y
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Visit with Rio Grande
Savings and Loan Today.

Ask about a Fixed Rate,

15-Year, Home Mortgage. : &- ¥ ,
Your benefits with a 15-year mortgage...
e Build equity faster

- Pay down the principal quicker and
build equity in your home faster.

 Shorter path to debt free

home ownership

- Owning your home debt free is a
goal that should excite you as a

home owner.

e Long-term savings

o A 15-year mortgage will have a
lower interest rate than a 30 year
mortgage.

o Half as many years of payments also
means you pay half as many years
(vs. 30 years) of interest.

oThat means you save on interest
cost over the short and long term.

Joel Polkowske

719-589-2536
3416 Mariposa Street
Alamosa

Savings & Loan Association

www.rgsla.com

Denise Heersink
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State Ground Water Use rules to take effect

By PATRICK SHEA

MONTE VISTA — For two
hours, a cascade of Zoom presenters
on the final day of the 39th
Annual Southern Rocky Mountain
Agricultural Conference and Trade
Show explained different aspects of
the San Luis Valley water situation.

Thursday’s, Feb. 4, updates
included historical data and projected
forecasts, but water users on the call
also heard about pressing deadlines.
The 2015 Ground Water Use Rules
fully take effect on March 15. Some
well owners, for example, may not
realize how new regulations will
affect them this spring.

Colorado Division of Water
Resources Division 3 Engineer
Craig Cotten shared the most
news, sandwiched between Rio
Grande Water Conservation District
(RGWCD) updates and a final
presentation opposing export out of
the basin. Presenters shuffled on the
fly to accommodate connectivity and
stay on schedule.

The participant list on the call
showed 68 connections when Amber
Pacheco began by noting that
RGWCD General Manager Cleave
Simpson and the program manager
for Subdistricts 4 and 5, Chris Ivers,
would not present as scheduled. Ivers
was leading a special Subdistrict
board meeting at the same time.
The program manager for Subdistricts
2, 3 and 6, Pacheco has already
been absorbing some of Simpson’s
duties since he won the Colorado
State Senate District 35 seat. She
presented his legislative update while
he attended committee meetings
in Denver. According to Pacheco,
draft legislation called the “30 by
30 Resolution to Save Nature” sets
a goal of measuring meaningful
improvements in conservation
across the country before 2030.
Pacheco said she was “not familiar
with the legislation, so I can’t answer
many questions. But looking over a
short summary, it looks like there
may be some potential economic
opportunities for producers in the
Valley who are looking to participate
in conservation efforts.”

Pacheco mentioned retiring wells,
planting cover crops and conducting
soil projects as examples of these
efforts, “just to name a few.”

Before moving on to updates for
Subdistricts 2, 3 and 6, Pacheco
encouraged participants to contact
the San Luis Valley Ecosystem
Council Director Christine Canaly for
legislative details — 719-589-1518
or info@slvec.org.

In April, Subdistricts 2 and 3 will
complete the second year of Annual
Replacement Plans (ARPs).“Sofar,”
Pacheco said, “we’ve successfully
replaced all stream depletions to

all river systems as required under
our plans.” Pacheco added that
Subdistrict 6 is currently in its first
year, and “they have successfully
replaced all their depletions to date.”

Subdistricts 3 and 6 operate with
sustainability requirements defined
in the 2015 Ground Water Use Rules.
They are currently within 78% of
requirements and look sustainable for
a while, although continued drought
conditions may threaten the 22%
cushion.

Pacheco closed by addressing
water users in Subdistricts 2, 3 and
6 who received letters from DWR
regarding commercial non-exempt
well uses. If they want to become
a subdistrict member, they need to
contact Pacheco immediately. The
customary deadline for receiving
subdistrict applications is the first of
December for the following year. But
the DWR letters mailed in January.

The contract deadline for
Subdistricts 4 and 5 is Feb. 15.
Although they are no longer soliciting
new members, they’re looking for
wet water sources on San Luis Creek
and Saguache Creeks. They are also
seeking Well Injury Payments (WIPs
or “forbearance”) on Kerber Creek
and Crestone Creek. Partial and full-
year Annual Replacement Plans are
due.Plans covering March 15 to April
30 are due on March 1,and the annual
plan starting in May is due April 15.

The same deadlines apply to
Subdistrict 1 water users, according
to Program Manager Marisa Fricke.
Fricke celebrated 2020, the year with
the highest enrollment in subdistrict
history. Of the 399 well owners who
received letters from DWR, 300
are in the Subdistrict 1 response
area. Fricke encouraged owners to
reply before making conclusions.
One letter recipient called DWR
for clarification and resolved the
issue right away. Aerial photographs
showed a structure on his land, but he
explained it did not cover a well and
he was removed from the list.

DWR District Engineer Cotten
recapped water history from 1938
to present while showing forecasts
for hotter, dryer conditions this year.
Throughout his update, he referred to
the dry years 0f2002,2018 and 2020.

As of Feb. 3, the Snow Water
Equivalent for the Upper Rio Grande
looks promising at 107%. But runoff
forecasts are low. None reach 100%
of average as of Feb. 1, and the San
Antonio River meandering into New
Mexico and back into Colorado ranks
lowest among forecasts at 58%.

Referring to letters some well
owners received, Cotten reiterated
new groundwater rules about to take
effect. Wells permitted for domestic
drinking and sanitation only will
be subject to the Rio Grande rules,

PROFESSIONAL
VICES

SER
A,

communities
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Gt tnvotved. in the Tidsre of Yot Comeisy
"~ FOR QUESTIONS ORTO GET
INVOLVED CALL 719-655-2533

that care

which means they will have to cover
depletions by joining a subdistrict
or presenting an augmentation plan.
They can contact DWR for more
information.

Closing outthe water presentations,
SLV Water Conservation District
Manager Heather Dutton described
opposition to the fifth water
export proposal from the San Luis
Valley. Previous proposals —
San Marcos Pipeline, American
Water Development Inc. (AWDI),
Stockman’s Water and Sustainable
Water Resources — failed. The
current pitch from Renewable Water
Resources (RWR) does not include

water court or permit filings to
date, although marketing activities
continue.

The RWR website
(renewablewaterresources.com)
provides background and objectives
aboutthe proposal. Duttonencouraged
people to compare the RWR website
with protectsanluisvalleywater.com
and the Protect San Luis Valley
Water Facebook page to compare
data points.

The depth (and salinity) of the water
has been disputed since geologist Phil
Emery hinted at two billion acre-feet
stored in the deposits in 1971. He
later explained his miscalculation, but

the billion-acre-feet notion persists.
Meanwhile, all the Valley water has
already been allocated. Two ditches
carry water from the Sangre de Cristo
mountains to the Wet Mountain Valley
between May and July,approximately
1,063 acre-feet a year. The rest heads
downstream.

All the presenters encouraged
participants to join Subdistrict
meetings and expand research. On
the heels of economic development
and crop storage discussions earlier
in the morning, presenters reiterated
the value of two-way communication.
Water users understand the issues and
can elevate discussions.

Genome editing for potato breeding

BY STEPHEN JIRON

MONTE VISTA — As part of
SouthernRocky Mountain Agricultural
Conference and Trade Show day one
presentations, Assistant Professor of
Soil and Crop Sciences at Colorado
State University Dr. Stephen Pearce,
presented on the topic of Genome
Editing for Colorado Potato Breeding.

Science hascomealong way quickly.
Using sophisticated techniques, it’s
possible to edit the genome of crop
species to influence targeted changes
to create more hardy and desirable
lines in potatoes specifically. But the
technology is not restricted to just crop
orranchspecies, scientists are currently
using those same techniques to help
battle human genetic conditions.

The story on slicing into the potato
began back in 2011 when the potato
genome was sequenced. The potato
genome is 840 million base pairs long
which is no small undertaking. Butitis
possible using a relatively new tool in
the scientific toolbox in CRISPR Cas9.

More specifically, CRISPR
technology was adapted from the
defense mechanisms of bacteria and
other single-celled microorganisms.
Said organisms use CRISPR-derived
RNA and various Cas proteins,
including Cas9, to repel viruses and

other foreign bodies. Primarily, the
complex chops up and destroys the
DNA of foreign invaders. When these
components are used in genome editing
they become acutand paste method that
allows for the manipulation of genes.

“You’ve got this guidance system
where you can move enzymes exactly
where you want to go according to
just a short stretch of DNA that you
can attach with this complex. And you
take that system out of bacteria and put
it into other organisms so that you can
make targeted changes in specific parts
of the genome that might be beneficial
for that organism” said Pearce.

Using agrobacteria, which is known
for its ability to transfer short sections
of DNA into developing plant tissue,
desirable traits are transferred into
young fresh plant tissue through
infection using CRISPR. The infection
will then hopefully transfer the changes
into the young cells. From there
regeneration is attempted, with a goal
of growing the plant from cells. Then
if the process was a success, all the
cells of the new plant would contain
the CRISPR-Cas9.

They are continued to be grown until
they become self-sustaining hopefully
containing the genome editing.

The final step is checking their work

and making sure that the changes have
been made and whether the desired
effects are expressed.

An area where the process is
already being applied is in the starch
biosynthesis pathway of the potato
which dictates the mixture of amylose
and amylopectin in the tuber. Amylose
and amylopectin are natural starches in
potatoes, the premier is unbranched or
resistant starch meaning it would be an
insoluble fiber and the latter would be
branched starch or soluble fiber.

According to Pearce, by using
CRISPR to change the level of the
branched and unbranched starches in
the tuber, the viscosity of those products
would be affected.

Though the possibilities don’t end
there, Pearce went on to outline other
changes possible with CRISPR.

Another possible change would be
to suppress the Polyphenol Oxidase
(PPO) enzyme which is responsible
for browning in plants which would be
alargely consumer-targeted approach.

The method could also be used to
battle Potato Virus Y as well as to create
herbicide-resistant lines.

Thereis cause for optimism for those
in Pearce’s lab as they have been able
to successfully edit the potato genome.
They are continuing with experiments.

During His ministry on Earth, Jesus’
message was, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near” (Matthew
4:17 NIV). And throughout the New
Testament, there are scriptures about
the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of
Heaven.

This kingdom isn’t one that we see
with our natural eyes, but it’s more
important than the physical world around
us that we do see. That’s why the apostle
Paul prayed for the Ephesians “that the
eyes of your heart may be enlightened
in order that you may know the hope to
which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in his holy people”
(Ephesians 1:18 NIV).

The eyes of our heart see things by
faith in God as we come to believe His
Word more than what we see and feel
in the natural world around us. And
as we believe what God says more
strongly than anything else, we begin
to experience the promises of God—
Kingdom living.

Benefits of Living in the Kingdom
of God

One of the most important things we
need to believe by our faith in God is the
knowledge that He loves us and wants
to fill us with “all the fullness of God”
(Ephesians 3:17-19). Romans 8 says that
“in all things God works for the good of
those who love him” (v. 28) and “we are
more than conquerors through him who
loved us” (v. 37).

Being “more than conquerors” means
that we know we’ve won the battle before
it even starts. And when we’re walking
through it, we have assurance that it’s
going to end well. When difficult times
come in my life, I often say, “This is
going to end well.” I believe I will know
something I didn’t know before and I'll
be a better person than I was before.

Practical Ways to Live
in God’s Kingdom

We can encourage ourselves to stay
in faith by realizing there is a lot going
on in our lives that we can’t see. I like
to remind myself that just because I
may not see anything happening in my
circumstances, it doesn’t mean nothing
is happening. God is always working as
I put my faith in Him, and He does a lot
before I actually see the results.

Set Your Mind to See with Your
Heart

In order to stay in faith and live in
the Kingdom of God, we need to keep
it in mind more consistently. Colossians
3:2-3 says to “set your minds on things
above, not on earthly things. For you
died, and your life is now hidden with
Christ in God.”

Real life is found in Christ, by having
a personal relationship with Him,
receiving Him as Savior and trusting
that as you confess your sin and give
Him your heart, you are born again (2
Corinthians 5:17, 21). In Christ, you
are a new creation and you have right
standing with God. He is not mad at you,
and He not only forgives your sins, but
He forgets them; He removes them from
you “as far as the east is from the west”
(Psalm 103:12).

When you really know this in
your heart, you can live by faith and
experience Kingdom living here on
Earth! You can have God’s peace that
surpasses your understanding and be
anxious for nothing in every situation
(Philippians 4:6-7). You can be “filled
with an inexpressible and glorious joy”
(1 Peter 1:8).

You can know that “the one who is
in you is greater than the one who is
in the world” (1 John 4:4) and you can
do everything He is calling you to do
through Christ who strengthens you
(Philippians 4:13).

Moving Up Higher

with

Joyce
Me);er

Living by Faith in God’s Kingdom

Hebrews 11:1 says faith “is confidence
in what we hope for and assurance about
what we do not see.” Having faith is easy
until you’re tempted to give in to doubt
and unbelief. A lot of doubt and unbelief
comes by paying too much attention
to what we see and feel, rather than
believing what God says about who He
is and what He wants to do in our lives.

I want to encourage you to stir up
your faith! Spend time with God in
prayer. Study the scriptures in this article
and look up others that help you get a
better perspective of the life God has
planned for you.

Choose to believe that something
good is going to happen fo you and
through you as God works in your life.
This is the key to actually living in His
Kingdom more than the world around
you—by faith!

For more on this topic, order Joyce's
three-CD series The Invisible Kingdom.
You can also contact us to receive our
free magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life,
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting
www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
120 books, including BATTLEFIELD OF
THE MIND and her newest devotional
QUIETTIMES WITH GOD (FaithWords).
She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life
radio and TV programs, which air on
hundreds of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective
authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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Rio Grande Savings and Loan Association changes name

By REBECccA COPLEY

MONTE VISTA — Rio Grande
Savings and Loan Association
is changing its name to,
“RG Bank.”

The establishment
has seen a few name
changes since it first

w

$ X

Which they plan to market as RG
Bank.

When asked what prompted
this new name change
President and CEO
Shon Davis answered
saying, “Many years
& ago, a savings and

opened in 1905.
When it
originally

loan operated
RG BANK i
a bank. Over the

opened it was

called, “Monte The new RG Bank logo.

Vista Building

Association.” In 1963 they changed
the name to, “Monte Vista Savings
and Loan Association.”

In 1974 they became,“Rio Grande
Savings and Loan Association.”
Andnow in2021,they are changing
their name again to, “RG Bank, a
Savings and Loan Association.”

years, the rules
and regulations
have changed
and now we can offer products
and services that a bank can. We
want to send that message, that we
can offer products and services you
will find at any bank, to our current
customers and to the communities
we serve.”

Davis also made it clear that this

Courtesy photo

new name is strictly for marketing
purposes.

“This name change is strictly for
marketing purposes,” Davis said.
“We have not sold. We are not
merging. We will remain a mutual
form of ownership, there will be
no stock issuance.”

Davis also shared that customers
will still be able to use their existing
checks and debit cards.

“We will be issuing new debit
cards with the new name and logo,
butdo not have confirmation on the
date. Until then, the existing cards
will work. ACH transactions into
and out of their account that are
set up will also continue to work,”
said Davis.

State rules will require the formal
name to be “RG Bank, a Savings
and Loan Association,” but the

South Fork Chamber rides to
promote local businesses

Board took the
Pronghorn Shuttle
from South Fork to
Alamosa

STAFF REPORT

SOUTH FORK — The South
Fork Chamber of Commerce Board
took a ride on Thursday, Feb. 4, on
the new Pronghorn Shuttle from
South Fork to Alamosa, with the aim
of highlighting the newest Chamber
member — The Chaffee Shuttle.
The company’s Pronghorn Shuttle
travels from South Fork to Alamosa
every Thursday — stopping along
the way in Del Norte, Monte Vista,
Center, Hooper and Mosca — at a
cost of only $5 per rider.

“It’s a great way to get to any
of those towns without having to
drive,” said driver Richard Duran.
“If you have adoctor’s appointment,
need to shop or want to have lunch or
even visit a friend, it’s inexpensive
and convenient.”

Duran is more like an Uber
driver than a bus driver, catering to
passenger’s special requests, such
as lunch in downtown Alamosa

Courtsey photo
Chaffee Shuttle’s Pronghorn
route travels from South Fork to
Alamosa and stops in between each
Thursday.The South Fork Chamber
of Commerce Board rode the shuttle
on Feb. 4.

and then shopping at Walmart or
getting dropped off and picked up
at a doctor’s office. He provides
riders with his cell phone number
so they can call for the pick-up
location and time.

The Pronghorn Shuttle is one of
several routes through the Chaffee
Shuttle, which expanded its routes
from Salida and Buena Vista to
include San Luis Valley towns. The
Pronghorn Shuttle is the newest
SLV route.

The South Fork Chamber Board
— including administrator Suz
Phillip, president L. Van Osdol and
board members Ruthanne Johnson
and Elizabeth Secor — held its
February meeting on the shuttle as
a way of supporting and learning
more about the service, with the
bonus of having a day to shop,
eat lunch in Alamosa and conduct
Chamber business while taking in
the stunning San Luis Valley vistas
along the drive.

Van Osdol and Secor ended their
ride in Monte Vista, while Phillips
and Johnson continued to Alamosa.

“We had a blast,” said Johnson,
who works as marketing manager

at the Rio Grande Club. “Mr. Duran
was a great host, and it was so nice
to kick back and enjoy the ride.”

Alamosa highlights included
Happy Mountain Antiques, Treasure
Alley gift store, Alamosa Home and
Mattress and Firedworks Gallery,
which offers original artwork by
local artists.

Johnson and Phillips ate lunch
at the Rubi Slipper and happily
discovered the restaurant’s

“Adams State University Special”
— two tacos and a cup of green
chili for $5.

“The food was delicious,”
Johnson said. “We couldn’t have
had a better Board meeting, or at
least one that was so much fun.”

PusLIC NOTICES

Saguache County Sales Tax
rants now available!

The Saguache County Board of Commis-
sioners will be taking Grant Applications
for Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until
3:00PM, Friday, February 12,2021.
To be eligible grant applications must be for
either: Emergency Services/Public Health
and Safety; Youth and Senior programs,
projects, or organizations; or Renewable
Energy projects/Business Opportunities
and Job Creation.
Grant applications are available on our
website at saguachecounty.net/administra-
tion -see “sales tax grant applicationform5”
or you can contact the Saguache County
Administration office at 719-65 5-2231 to
request a copy of the grant application.

No. 1588 published in the Center Post
Dispatch, Thursday, February 11, 2021.

shortened RG Bank will be used
for marketing purposes.

“Our annual Meeting of Members
is Feb. 10,” Davis said. “Members
have to approve the formal name
change at this meeting. Once
members approve the name change,
we will have to gain State of
Colorado approval. However,
for marketing purposes, we can
begin to use RG Bank quickly and
customers and community will
begin to see the changes almost
immediately.”

SARGENT SCHOOL DISTRICT I§

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS

Varsity Head Football Coach

Varsity Head Track
Coach

Substitute
Teachers

Teaching License or
Authorization required.

Applications can be downloaded at
http://sargent.k12.co.us. EOE (2/17)

San Luis Valley Scoreboard

Basketball 2021-2021
CGirls

Centauri 52 Durango 49
Del Norte 46 Hoehne 20
Pagosa Sgrings 36 Alamosa 1T
Center 5 Sierra Grande 50
Pagosa Springs 44 Sargent 20
Centauri 66 elta 55

Centennial 40
Mountain Valley/Moffat 40
otopaxi 28
Del Norte 30
Gunnison 25
Antonito 39

Antonito 41
Sierra Grande 50
Sangre de Cristo 39
Pagosa S%rings 4
Alamosa 59
Sierra Grande 52
Cotopaii 56 Creede 18
Sangre de Cristo 5¢ Centennial 18
Centauri 59 Rye 5¢

Center 46 Crested butte 43
Del Norte 47 South Park 12
Sanford 51 Monte Vista 15
Sargent 52 Trinidad 13
Delta 58 Alamosa 19
Boys
Centauri 54 Durango 46
Del Norte 50 Hoehne 24
Alamosa 41 Pagosa Springs 3l
Center 48 Sierra Grande 39
Pagosa Springs 54 Sargent 8
Centauri 55 Delta 37
Antonito T2 Centennial 27
Sangre de Cristo 58 Cotopasi 47

Sierra Grande 62

Mountain Valley/Moffat 41
Pagosa Springs 38

Del Norte 2T

Gunnison 5% Alamosa 39
Sangre de Cristo 59 Centennial 23
Cotopazi 64 Creede 47
Sierra Grande 52 Antonito 34

Centauri 72 Rye 36
Crested Butte 38 Center 26

Del Norte 49 South Park 33

Sanford 50 Monte Vista 45
Trinidad 3T Sargent 26
Alamosa 54 Delta 50

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

¥
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AR | Stone's Farm Supply, Inc
) 110 852-5700
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ValleyPublishing BETT R Monte Vista
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COFFEE

Continued from Page 1A
in training named Kit is on schedule

to serve narcotics patrol in May.

With the loss of Maverick, Meek
is accelerating the program to
effectively be one dog ahead in the
future. With two fully trained dogs,
the unit can continue uninterrupted
if one dies or is injured. They can
also begin training a third dog and
sell another.

Establishing one “imprint,” such
as narcotics detection, can take about
a year and cost between $1,000 and
$2,000. Secondary imprints for
pursuit and other tasks don’t require
as much time, yet they increase the
value of the dog. Fully trained dogs
sell for upward of $15,000.

Meek followed with arecent story
of a young Center woman engulfed
in human trafficking. When she was

RGNF

Continued from Page 1A

under 18 years old, enticements
in Denver drew her from Center,
followed by social media posts from
California after she became an adult.

A man named “Prince Charming”
joined her online invitations,and the
enticements were direct enough to
lead to his arrest in California. The
young woman from Center has been
reunited with her mother.

Meek said the need “to belong”
drives human trafficking, not an
unmarked abduction van. Young
boys and girls without food, housing,
basic services and a group to which
they belong receive enticements that
lead to a sense of belonging.

Like a later presentation about
recovering addicts interacting
with law enforcement, the need
to belong can set the foundation

of a relationship built on drugs
or prostitution. And like suicide,
presenters shared, similar signs show
in vulnerable teens.

In accordance with new Colorado
law, Center Police Department
officers will start wearing new body
cameras Chief Meek purchased after
comparing technology. Battery packs
ensure 12 hours of operation. The
units are less than two square inches,
capturing a fairly narrow angle and
adequate audio.

Meek said the devices are good
for keeping everyone honest. He
can replay recordings with staff
later to review and improve conduct.
Also,drivers reportedly update their
honesty when they understand that
the camera and microphone are in
operation.

dedicated to finding a way to repurpose
the old school buildings rather than
having them demolished. In this
fashion, the school was able to save an
exponential amountof money as well as
offer some great opportunities to local
organizations including the RGNF.

The groundbreaking ceremony
kicked off with keynote speaker and
Public Affairs Officer Gregg Goodland
who welcomedeveryone inattendance.
Several key players in the project were
attending the ceremony by Zoom as
wellasasmall group of individuals who
were able to attend in person. “I really
appreciate everyone taking their time
to come out and help us celebrate this
very important milestone for us. This
is a groundbreaking ceremony to mark
the beginning of the construction phase
of our new supervisor’s office and our
move from Monte Vista to Del Norte,”
said Goodland.

Goodland welcomed guests from
the URGSD including school board
President Neal Walters, board member
Bridget Kreutzer, Del Norte Chamber
representative Will Kreutzer as well
as Superintendent Chris Burr. Others
that were not in attendance were
members from the RGNF including
Tom Malecek Former RGNF Deputy
Forest Supervisor, Shoshana Cooper
Former acting RGNF Deputy Forest
Supervisor, Andrew Peterson Lands
and Realty Specialist RGNF Patricia
Hesch Regional Land Ownership
Adjustment Program Manager who
all were instrumental in making it
possible for the project to finally get
off the ground.

Goodland also recognized those
who were attending via Zoom which
included,Meg Sullivan Forest Engineer,
Doug Wise Regional Engineer,
Todd Michael Regional Mechanical
Engineer, Roger Pritchett Regional
Architect and Christina Schofield
Contracting Officer.

“It is a really exciting time for us.
This is the final phase of construction
for our new supervisor’s office. Some
real big changes are about to start,
and people will see some portions of
this building getting blown out and
remodeled. It will be really cool. T have
setup a webpage that will allow people
to track the construction as it moves
forward and if you haven’t seen that
yet, please come visit.”

Goodland welcomed RGNF
Supervisor Dan Dallas to the podium for
afew words,“Thishasbeenalong,long
process to get to this milestone. It has
beenacomplex endeavortodothis.Our
agency is accustomed to getting bare
land and when we said we were being
gifted a building, it came as a shock.
There was a bunch of perseverance by
a whole bunch of people both within
and outside our agency but particularly
Chris Burr and the school board for just

Rio Grande Natlonal Forest Service
Supervisor Dan Dallas gives his
thanks to countless people who
made the new Supervisor’s Office
in Del Norte a reality.

hanging with us.”

Burr was the next to speak, “What
a wonderful and exciting time for
the Del Norte community. This is
without question, the second-best
groundbreaking that I have attended,
the new school being the first. I am
happy to speak on behalf of the current
school board, and the previous board
for working to make this areality. Neal
Waters, Bridget Kruetzer, Veronica

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell
Public Affairs Officer Gregg
Goodland welcomed a small crowd
of key people to a groundbreaking
ceremony in Del Nortelast Thursday.

Climey,Keith Brown,Cory Off,Donna
Velasquez all played roles to keeping
this alive over the years. Thank you
all for tireless efforts and faith in this
project.”

Attheend ofthe ceremony, Del Norte
Mayor Chris Trujillo, Chris Burr, Rio
Grande District 3 Commissioner Gene
Glover and Dan Dallas used shovels
to mark the occasion. The remodel is
expected to finish in the fall of 2022.

Photo by Patrick Shea
The Center Police Department’s K-9 Unit lost Maverick (pictured on coin)
before Christmasafter monthsof service and significantresultsreducing crime.
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Courtesy photos

Pictured on theleft is Mike Bickelhaupt,owner of Colorado Ice Works,and on the right,employee
Walter Ross. Colorado Ice Works created and donated an ice sculpture to healthcare workers
at SLV Health’s Regional Medical Center during the Rio Frio Ice Fest on Jan. 29 in Alamosa.

Colorado Ice Works ‘thanks’ frontline workers

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — Colorado Ice
Works, in its delivery of sculptures
to the annual Alamosa Rio Frio Ice
Fest, wanted to do something “above
and beyond,” and they created and

donated a beautiful bouquet of flow-
ers suspended in mid-ice with a
heartfelt “Thank You” to the frontline
healthcare workers at SLV Health’s
Regional Medical Center.

“The donation came at a perfect

time to boost the morale of our hard-
working staff,” commented Roberta
Bean, Chief Nursing Officer of SLVH,
noting that the nurses have been prais-
ing this heartwarming gesture.

SLV Health partners with the Ala-

mosa Parks and Recreation each year
to sponsor one of the downtown ice
sculptures to offer something unique
and fun for the whole family each
January.

Along with a 5K Rio Frio race, a

bicycle fat tire race has been added to
the festivities. Due to careful planning
during a pandemic, some of the nor-
mally “crowded” events are being held
virtually this year, but the sculptures
were in place for everyone’s enjoyment.

Do you believe in ghosts? How ‘bout
angels? Miracles? Taro cards? I grew up
believin’ in Heaven and all its assorted an-
gelic inhabitants and their counterparts in
the singed black hats. Reincarnation wasn’t
taught in Sunday School but we were encour-
aged to believe that souls existed. So, with
this sort of background it was easy for me
to accept ghosts. Especially when I saw the
‘ghost of Yankee Bill Summit.’

This experience happened many years ago,
but I was a full grown man with a full grown
moustache. It was a crisp October and Lee and
I had driven to Yankee Bill in northern Ne-
vada. We and the cowboys had worked cows
all day. Since we still had another days work
we stayed over at the old sheep headquarters
high up in those beautiful mountains.

That evening Antonio had cooked up a great
Basque supper; friend sweet peppers, spuds,

Believe it or not

S

BAXTER

ONTHEEDGE OF COMMON SENSE

codfish, dutch oven bread and his special
chicken fried steak. We sat around the table in
the company of Ten High and Vino Fino, smok-
ing and getting beat at checkers by Juan Garay.

It was cold and a moonless night when we
retired. Lee and I took a room right off the
dining area. We layed out our rolls on a couple
of cots and waited for everyone to hit the sack.
The wood floor of this old sheep headquarters
carried each footstep like it was next to ya.

Late into the night Lee started talkin’ in
his sleep and woke me. He rolled over and
shut up but someone was standin’ over me. |
strained to see him by the starlight. He was
pullin’ his shirt over his head so I couldn’t see
his face but he had on chinks, boots and big
Mexican spurs.

I stared at him hard and I could see the
dresser behind him, through him. I sat up to
get a better look. I realized I was wide awake.
I said, “What are you doin” here?”” He didn’t
answer so I swiped at him. He jumped back
but his boots didn’t make a sound on the
wood floor.

He stayed in the room as long as I stared
at him. Finally I lay on my back, closed my
eyes and willed myself to sleep.

Now, cowboys are a superstitious lot so I
didn’t say much next mornin’. I made a few
inquiries whether any old buckaroos had died
up there. Nobody knew. Nobody but me, I
guess. [ know. I know ‘cause I've seen him...
the ghost of Yankee Bill.

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-
ian and irregular commentator on National
Public Radio,is America’s best-selling cowboy
poet. He is a frequent performer at national
stock shows and rodeos as well as in many
smaller local events. He is author of several
books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons ona
Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and
Dunny andthe Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com
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Upper Rio Grande School joins Valley in

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — The Upper Rio
Grande School District (URGSD)
announced last week that they will
begin allowing up to 50 people in-
side the gymnasium to watch sport-
ing events effective immediately.
According to a statement released
by Del Norte High School Athletic
Director Richie Madrid, the school
will be allowing two people per
athlete to come and watch games
when playing at home.

“CDPHE has stated that we do not
need to include players, coaches,
officials, and game workers in the
50-person capacity limit. So, with
that being clarified by CDPHE,
we will be allowing 50 spectators
in the gym for each game. Each
player, home and visitor, will be
allowed 2 guests. As for Del Norte
staff who would like to watch the
game, you will be allowed to watch
the game from the commons area
where we are allowed to have up
to 50 people. Games that are played
on the main court will continue
to be live streamed on the NFHS
Network (nfhsnetwork.com). We
will continue to keep you updated
on any changes to our capacity level
as basketball and wrestling season
progresses,” wrote Madrid.

This comes as a huge change for
the school after the beginning of the
2020-2021 school year when at first
it seemed as though the state was
not going to allow sporting events
for the duration of the school year.

Several school officials state-

wide gathered and worked with
CDPHE to get approval for sports
like volleyball and basketball
which only just started a few weeks
ago.

“We have had massive struggles
working with CDPHE to allow
basketball this season, so being able
to have spectators in the gym was
a big win,” said URGSD Superin-
tendent Chris Burr.

Burr continued to state that the
season has been difficult on play-
ers due to the mask mandate that
requires players to wear masks
during games.

“I am a pro-mask advocate as
are many in this district but having
athletes wear masks while they
play sports seems over the top to
me,” Burr said. “We will continue
to meet state guidelines for the
chance to have our students active
in sports, but I think that some of
the restrictions need to be recon-
sidered.”

Due to the new school in Del
Norte, the URGSD will also be al-
lowing 50 people to watch games
from the front commons room lo-
cated just outside the gym.

“We are very fortunate here at
this district because we have room
for more than the allotted 50-person
limit. Our commons area has a glass
wall separating it from the gym so
teachers and staff who wish to come
and watch games can do so without
taking away from the parents, fam-
ily and friends that are watching the
game in the gym,” said Burr.

Monte Vista Rotary accepting
applications for Dick Boyce
Memorial Book Scholarship

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — The Monte
Vista Rotary Club is once again
offering the Dick Boyce Memo-
rial Book Scholarship
to a qualifying high
school senior
from either the
Monte Vista or
Sargent high
schools. It
is also open
to a Monte
Vista Rota-
ry member’s
child who is a
graduating se-
nior attending a
high school else-
where in the San Luis
Valley. One scholarship
is awarded annually. The applica-
tion deadline is April 6.

“We strongly encourage all Mon-
te Vista and Sargent high school
seniors to apply for this scholarship
opportunity,” says Rotary Club
President Gene Farish. “We really
want to have a strong slate of can-
didates to choose from.”

This scholarship is designed to
pay book fees for a 2021 graduat-
ing high school senior who will be
attending either Adams State Uni-
versity or Trinidad Jr. College on a
full-time basis. More specifically,
it will pay book fees for up to and
including the sum of $500 per year
for a total of four consecutive years.

It is eligible for Adams State
University for four consecutive
years or Trinidad Jr. College for
two years and then Adams State

University for the subsequent two
years if the student transfers to Ad-
ams State University from Trinidad
Jr. College.
“I so encourage eligible
students to apply for
this scholarship,”
said Gracie Bur-
khardt, 2019
scholarship
recipient.
“This schol-
arship has
financially
helped me
so much with
the purchase
of my books,
and it is not a dif-
ficult application to
complete.”

Dick Boyce was a very active
Rotarian from the Sargent area who
believed in his local community
and the education of its youth.

The Monte Vista Rotary is a
civic club that has been in existence
since 1920, serving the Monte Vista
community in many ways. They
annually complete two highway
clean-ups, a cemetery clean-up,
and support financially many other
community projects throughout the
year. The Ski Hi Stampede BBQ is
the club’s largest fundraiser.

For more information, contact
either the Monte Vista or Sargent
high school councilors or contact
Monte Vista Rotary members David
Hinkley (852-3442), Diana Paulson
(850-2004), Linda Weyers (850-
1767), or Karla Shriver (850-5808)
or any other Monte Vista Rotarian.

P

events

Contributed photo

The Upper Rio Grade School District is now able to allow spectators at school athletic events up to 50 people.

Some Valley schools are not as
fortunate due to the limited space.
CDPHE guidelines state that spec-
tators of no more than 50 must
be 25 feet away from the nearest
player which is triple what is re-
quired outside of sporting events
when considering the 6-foot rule.

“It’s tough. It’s’ tough on stu-
dents, tough on parents, teachers

and staff,” Burr said. “We are try-
ing to follow guidelines, but they
change rapidly, and it makes it
very hard.”

Monte Vista School District
Superintendent Scott Wiedeman is
also allowing spectators at sport-
ing events in accordance with state
guidelines.

“We are doing alright so far with

basketball this season,” Wiedeman
said. “We have a boys game, allow
50 people, clean the gym and then
host the girls game. It is a lot of
work, but it worth it to be able to
offer sports for our students.”

For more information, contact
respective schools prior to attend-
ing. The URGSD can be reached at
719-657-4040.
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Rio Grande Prevention Partners seeks new logo

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY —
Rio Grande Prevention Partners
(RGPP) is launching a contest to
revamp the group’s logo and give
a facelift to the organization. Ac-
cording to RGPP representative
Kathryn Trujillo, the organization
is also seeking new members to
help spread their message of pre-
vention in Rio Grande County.

According to RGPP, Rio Grande
County has received funding since
February 2003 from the Persistent
Drunk Driving (PDD) Cash Fund,
through the Colorado Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Division (ADAD)
known today as the Division of
Behavioral Health.

In receiving this funding, inter-
ested key leaders began forming a
coalition in March 2003 to address
the serious problem of underage
drinking in our county. Due to the
high rate of juvenile DUIs and
underage drinking-related arrests,

the Coalition began to address the
conditions that allow and promote
high-risk underage drinking.
Beginning with the 2004-2005
funding year, the PDD Project Co-
ordinator began working with resi-
dents of Mineral County regarding
the dangers and risks of drinking
and driving. Funding increased
as a result of this collaboration.
After an invitation to the county
to apply for the Strategic Preven-
tion Framework-State Incentive
Grant in early 2006, the Rio
Grande County Coalition to Pre-
vent Underage Drinking became
the membership foundation of the
Rio Grande Prevention Partners
representing both counties.
Coalition members consist of
representatives of the local and
state law enforcement agencies,
youth, parents, grandparents,
Monte Vista and Del Norte school
districts, Rio Grande County Pub-
lic Health Agency, Monte Vista

2nd Annual
Steamroller
Printmaking Event

STAFF REPORT

CREEDE — The Creede Arts
Council is holding its 2nd an-
nual Steamroller Printmaking
event Sept. 18. This is an outdoor
printmaking event held in Creede
during the Crusin’ the Canyon Car
Show to fulfill the council’s non-
profit mission to promote the arts
and humanities in the community
through education, exhibition and
performance and to foster local
artistic talent.

The Call for Entries opened Feb.
1 with an entry deadline of July 1.
The Call for Entries may be found
online at https://creedeartscouncil.
com/. Sixteen entries will be ac-
cepted on a first-come, first-serve
basis. It is open to artists and
woodcarvers.

The entry fee is a non-refundable
$40, $20 for students (with identi-

Finduson

eiine us on. ./ acebook.com/ValleyPublishing

fication), and includes the 24-inch
x 32-inche x Y-inch woodblock.
Payment must be made by July 1,
via PayPal, cash, or check.

Participants will need to supply
their own tools for carving. All
works will be offered for sale the
day of the event if the artist chooses
to do so with 50% going to the art-
ist and 50% to support the Creede
Arts Council.

Artists are to create and carve the
boards with their own original design.
The day of the event, the boards are
inked by hand, placed on the street
with paper placed over the boards
where a Steamroller (Roadbed Com-
pactor) will roll over them pressing
the paper onto the board. The resulting
outcome is a fine art print.

The Creede Arts Council will be
following CDC guidelines the day
of the event.

MOUNTAIN PIZZA

“This is a locally owned
restaurant where they make the
pizza from scratch right after
you order it, and it is worth the
wait. We loved the Wolf Creek
pass pizza which had spinach,
artichoke and other great stuff.
And the pepperoni pizza was

0000 TAPFIOOM e

also amazing.
~ Michelle P, On Yelp

Fresh Ingredlents
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*7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

We are now hiring for all positions,
please come in and see Angela!
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30483 Highway 160, South Fork
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EASYonline To-Go Orders:

MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
\.Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult timeJ

Kids Connection, High Valley
Community Center, San Luis Val-
ley Behavioral Health, Rio Grande
County Commissioner, Monte
Vista Journal, Calvary Baptist
Church, Early Steps for Childhood
Success, and CSU Extension.

The Coalition’s 25 members
provide alcohol and drug preven-
tion information to the community,
such as at the health fairs, presen-
tations to organizations, school
boards and faculty, and local
government, organizes workshops,
and collaborates with schools and
agencies at special functions such
as pre-prom activities, Red Ribbon
Week, and during Alcohol Aware-
ness Month.

The activities of the coalition are
designed as a deterrent to underage
drinking and other drugs and to
increase the perceived risk of the
short-term and long-term effects
of using alcohol and other drugs.

For more information or to
become a new member please
visit www.rgpp.org. To submit
artwork to be considered for the
logo contest please contact Juan
at jmaravilla@riograndecounty.
org or by calling 719-657-3352.

Rio Grande
PREVENTION
PARTMERS

Rio Grande
Prevention
Partners Needs
a New Logo!
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jmaravillag@riograndecounty,org or
call 719-657-3452 for more

informerion.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Battered corners: dog-___
6. __ Mater: one’s school
10. National capital

14. Frogs and toads order
15. Bathrooms (French)

17. Praise

19. Witch

20. Consume

21. Pork and lamb are two types
22. Rocky peak
23.Women'’s undergarments
24.From end to end

26. Bed sheets

29. South Sudanese king
31. Dislike immensely

32. Diving seabird

34. Breathe noisily

35. Full of roots

37.Inside

38.Smallisland in a river
39. Tear into pieces
40.“CSI" actor George

41. Make less dense

43. Derogatory term for a country
native

45. Pike and pickerel genus

46. Important in respiration and
other biochemical reactions
(abbr.)

47.Belgian city

49."“The Joy Luck Club” author
50. Essence of “Aloha”

53. Suggestions

57.0ne who overindulges

58. Expression

59. Maize dough

60. Make into leather

Solution to last week’s puzzle

512|161411]1319]|8]|7
1(7|18]5]2]|9]3]|4]6
913|467 ]|8})2|5]1
319]11]8]|5]4)17|6]2
6(5|1219|13]7]18|1]|4
418|17§2)16]115[9]3
216131191514 |7]8
714151318611 [2]|9
8[11]19]7]14]12]6|3]|5

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13

14

17

19

53 55

57 58

B :

61. British noblemen 28. Sudanese swamp

29. He/she can help with your
finances

59

CLUES DOWN
1.One of two or more peopleor  30- Part of the human body
things 31. Mortar trough

33. Greek island

35. Change pagination
36. Queens hip hop group
37. Precursor to the EU
39.Away togoon

42. Slender marine fish
43. Georgetown'’s mascot
44. Farm state

46. Military leader (abbr.)
47.Russian river
48.Teams' best pitchers
49. In a more positive way
50. Long French river

51. Reactive structures in organic
chemistry

52. Distinctive practices

53. Male gypsy

54.When you hope to get there
55. Men’s fashion accessory

56. Journalist Tarbell

2. Small, deerlike water buffalo
3. Part of a ladder

4, Unit of work

5. Patriotic women

6. Fragrant essential oil

7. Aggressive, uncouth man

8. One thousandth of an inch
9. Brisk and cheerful readiness
10. Serving no practical purpose
11. Prevent from going forward
12. Camera part

13. Former CIA

16. Colorless, odorless gas

18. Long division of time

22. Atomic #73

23. Make a bleating sound
24.The kids love him

25. Female condition prior to
menstrual period

27. Founder of Sikhism
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Valley

-Wide Classified

RKETPLACE

Sell your household
items for FREE.
Total value of items must
be $50 or less.

See details below.
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07 HELP WANTED 30 ELECTRONICS/COM- 51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT (Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)
08 WORK WANTED PUTERS 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT . ! ! ’
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement:

SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S To place yourad in person come to the office at 835 First
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V.’SICAMPERS Ave.inMonteVista, orcall(719)852-3531. Business hours
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT ~ FINANCIAL are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You Ea Sy Paym ent
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT 56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY  may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email
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14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS ~ 58 MOTORCYCLES Checkyouradthefirstday: =~ . We accept Visa, Master Card,
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- Americ pn Exoress. Discover
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us Ican Express, Discover,
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4’S rightaway sowe can correctit.|fan errorappearsinyour Checks, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 63 TRUCKS day of advertising.
;9 Eﬁ%ggggkﬂéﬁw 42 FEED & SEEDC s g‘éé\lﬂgs%FOR SALE Our ad policy:Valley Publishing accepts all classified

advertising except that which it deems objectionable A—
0BU 43 FARM PRODUCT dvertisi hatwhichitd biectionabl I
21 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES : : . oF VISA
5 PROPERTY WANTED 66 CHILD CARE to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be SEEES: Cards
\ given for early ad cancellation. 2

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Special Holiday
Prices: Elk Grade A $13/Ib. Deer
Grade A $11/1b.5 miles west of Del
Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942
(02/28)

Deer voucher wanted for 2021. Will-
ing to pay going rate. Not a broker,
this is for myself and possibly wife.
Call or text Curran at 320-291-9297.
(3/3)

07 Help Wanted
Creede Arts Council seeking part-
time Program Coordinator. Ad-
ministrative and computer skills
required. Info at creedeartscouncil.
com. Send resume and references
to: PO Box 392, Creede, CO 81130
or email to creedearts@outlook.
com Deadline: February 20" or until
position is filled.(03/03)

Adams State University is looking
to hire an Activity Coordinator for
our Next 50 Initiative Grant Project.
This is a one year,half-time, benefits
eligible position with a competitive
salary. The primary responsibility of
the position is to manage the recruit-
ment, enrollment, development and

delivery of courses and workshops
designed to improve and sustain qual-
ity of life for people in their second
50 years. A bachelor’s degree with
relevant experience is required. For
more information, please visit https://
www.adams.edu/hr/administrative-
positions/(02/18)

10 Apartments for Rent
Del Norte: Furnished 1 Bedroom/ 1
Bath, Very Nice! Single Adult, Non
Smoker, No Pets, Al, Utilities Paid,
Inc. Dish TV. $625.00 Mo/$625.00
Deposit. 719-850-2738 (2/10)

12 House for Rent
Remodeled 1+bedroom/I+bath unit
in Del Norte. $600/month, inclusive
of water and sewer. No Pets Call 719-
850-0750 (03/04)

2 BDRM, 1 bath duplex in Monte
Vista. W/D included. $725 per month
- includes water, sewer, and trash. Call
303-589-5455 for more details (2/10)

Monte Vista Two Story, Two bath,
Two bedroom. $1200 month plus
utilities. $1200 deposit. 849-1316
(02/24)

15 Words'or
less for 4 weeks Garage SaJrE Ads:
4 pubdications 15 'M:-rdsar!ﬂss far 1wesk

90 512

+ 054 mach ackitional word,

Your Winter
Marketplace

There’s snow
better place to sho op
for the best deals!

+ 356 each additional waonl

Ualey {oubldishing
(719) 852-3531
835 First Ave, » Monte Vista

Write your own
Classified Ad

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday S p.m.

15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
$P1O5° 4 OS¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week
*12 + 35¢ each additional word.

Free ads: Lost & Found ® Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less ® Any Item or
Animal being given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Name:
Address:
City:

16 19

21 24

Words: Price:

Class: Start Date:

'AMERICAN
EXF RESS Cards
o

Check One

a2€0 O

Card#:

I
VISA

-

Expiration Date:

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144
Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

All Classified Advertising must be pre-paid
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17 Real Estate For Sale

50 Livestock

Farm for lease: 315 acres under
center pivot, 5700 gpm wells, 37.5
shares of Rio Grande Canal, 617
acres of pasture land, and two steel
storage sheds. Located on Hwy 285
in Saguache County. Call Bruce
Steffens at 719-580-0770 for informa-
tion. (TFN)

PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59 acres
with center pivot, new 60X120 steel
shop, 2 12 shares of Rio Grande Ca-
nal, 2000 GPM well, 2 miles from
Center. Priced to Sell, Call Bruce at
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 719-
580-0770. (TFN)

11 circles in Center area with excel-
lent potato ground, excellent wells
and water rights, high production,
sandy soil, 2 homes, shop, potato
storage, first time ever on market
and sold as full unit. Call Bruce at
Steffens & Company Realty, LLC 719-
580-0770. Serious inquires only (TFN)

125-150 cow/calf ranch 1154 acres
with top water rights, production,
1.2 miles of Rio Grande River and %
mile of Conejos River. $1,750,000.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770 (TFN)

Pastureland, 397 acres in north of
Monte Vista Airport on County Line
Road with good grass and location.
Also contains a huge amount of gravel
on the property $525,000.00 -call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty,
Inc 719-580-0770. (TFN)

36 Miscellaneous
For Sale: 333.77 Sub District 1
Service Water Credits available for
2021 $115 each. Call 719-849-8565.
AG Farm Prodes 43 (03/04)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrigera-
tors and Freezers. Bontrager’s Vari-
ety Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E,
Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 (03/24)

Through the Roof 6’ Chimney Kit
for a Flat Ceiling up to 4” Lines with
Power Feed Cable. Call 719-298-1026.
(03/04)

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS — Sales, Rentals & Modifications!
Containers are water & rodent proof.
8’ wide, 8°-53” in length. Call for more
information and pricing. Healdworks,
Inc. — Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (02/24 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers and Batteries in
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum,
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable
and PV Wire. Thank you for Buying
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S.
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500.
(TEN) (03/24)

41 Farm Equipment

or Sale ohn Deere Tese
Tractor Restoration special call 719-
480-0688. (2/10)
For Sale: Massey Ferguson 583 W/
Loader. 24 hundred hours in good
conditon. $21,000.00 570-395-0184.
(2/10)

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

Savanna Fullblood Bucks. 8 months
old. 2 CD&T vaccinations. On hay
feed. 719-480-1862. (03/03)

59 Vehicles Wanted

CARS & TRUCKS: We pickup, no
title ok. 719-937-7935. (TFN2-21)

65 Professional Services
Clean Home, Fair Price for the San
Luis Valley. House Cleaner ready to
clean out your house not your wallet.

Call 719-850-2027 for more Informa-
tion. (3/3)

€ ! Valley Publishing has all

LICENSED PLUMBER does all I ad I
types of plumbing repairs and plumb- NEW Emﬂ'lf dresses'
ing remodels at reasonable rates. T mm
Quick service. Call anytime, available A 3

weekends and evenings. 719-580-0033

or 719-376-2593. (01/27)TFN) News: bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates.
Professional installation. Guaranteed
lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-
1403. (08/01/2020 TFN)

Classifieds: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com
Advertising: smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

__SAny
SERVIC
" Tumner’s Building
Remodel - Repair  Roofing
New Construction

Serving the entire San Luis Valley
719-274-0226

The Sawyer Brothers
719-852 GROW (4769) « 1669 N Hwy 285 « Monte Vista

(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)
Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store!
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products
and much more! Best selection in the SLV!
Specializing in custormer service
WINTER HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims + Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(71 9)852-01 1 3 M'F 7 aomo's pomo

Your Great gpecializing I
Outdoore VinylFencing

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-FreeiEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(Z719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality, just high quality fences:

211 for prize
forqyastgspecial event!

Call 852-3531

LIipZSsAv

Dravcroiy

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

'S
LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Comrmercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

d )

fie

DOORS L.L.c.

We have trailer wiring, brakes,
parts and all the essentials!

Sales, Service and

‘E}junty Line Repairs for Most
Major Brands of

S . PA\S .
Mall Engine ReP Power EqQuipment
719-589-6466 * 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. * La Jara

=

oalit.y .
S Spray Foam Insula tl%lc

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin - (719) 849-5233
Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E +Monte Vista

atain View Crafts
“\00 (330)317-0896
Custom
C&C Routering « Laser Engraving
Complete Solar Systems
Rhino Voltz Lithium Batteries
Inverters, Charge Controllers, Wire

6689 County Road DD.5 * La Jara

& So /s,

( )

(Kim's Kreation Room
Handcrafting organic
L skin care since 2011

Organic
hemp-infused balms

Y with 0% THC y

r

] i

(" S BCiE A ~\

No green smell like | 7 Always get the mg
you pay for

oil-based products - and more!

L W

KimsKreationRoom.org
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Census delay could
impact Colorado
redistricting efforts

STAFF REPORT

DENVER — Colorado is sup-
posed to debut a grand political
experiment this year — having
a public commission, not elected
officials, redraw the state’s Con-
gressional and statehouse bound-
aries. The process is already
threatened by delays out of its
control.

In 2018, Colorado voters over-
whelmingly approved a new
process for setting the districts
for state and federal races for the
next decade. The goal is to make
seats more competitive, get broad
public input and inject more fair-
ness and transparency into how
political lines are set.

What voters couldn’t have an-
ticipated was that the data Colo-
rado and states across the country
need to begin redistricting might
not arrive in time to make the new
process work.

“We don’t know when we’ll
get the data; when we’ll be able
to start drawing plans,” said Jer-
emiah Barry, the staff attorney
for Colorado’s Independent Re-
districting Commission.

The U.S Census Bureau is
well behind schedule. It has
been delayed both because of
the pandemic and controversial
policy changes by the Trump
administration. The Bureau has
also discovered irregularities in
the census records that they need
to try and fix. It’s not clear how
long that could take.

“If it’s only by a couple of
weeks, it probably doesn’t create
any problems,” Barry said. “If
we’re talking about a delay of a
couple of months, then it really
backs up into those other consti-
tutional deadlines.”

The commission has reiterated
that public hearings are essential
to the redistricting process and
will still happen, but the sched-
ule will likely be compressed or
delayed. The state constitution
requires the commissions tasked
with drawing congressional dis-
tricts and state legislative seats
to conduct at least three public
hearings on the proposed maps in
each of the state’s seven congres-
sional districts.

Raising the stakes in all of
this is the expectation that Colo-
rado, after a decade of population
growth, will gain an 8th Congres-
sional District this year. That
means commissioners won’t just
be tweaking existing boundar-
ies, but possibly reimagining the
entire map and a newly competi-
tive seat.

If the data comes too late, Barry
says non-partisan legislative staff
would be forced to submit their
final plan for the congressional
and state legislative districts to
the Colorado Supreme Court. But
that’s a worst-case scenario.

“We’re not interested in having
our plan. I mean, we are staff of
the commission,” Barry said. “We
want the commission to approve
a plan.”

Even as the state waits on the
data, some parts of the process
are moving ahead as planned.
On Monday, a panel of retired
judges will randomly select the
first six congressional district
commissioners — two Democrats,
two unaffiliated voters and two
Republicans.

Work underway to revive
CucharaM

IR

STAFF REPORT

CUCHARA — An old ski lift
at Southern Colorado’s Parker-
Fitzgerald Cuchara Mountain Park
could start running again by sum-
mer, making lift-served mountain
biking, downhill skiing and more
possible.

The original Cuchara ski area,
about 30 miles southwest of
Walsenburg, first opened in the
early 1980s. During the following
decades, six different operators
tried and failed to make a go of
it. Due to unreliable snowfall and
other factors, it closed for good
in 2001.

Huerfano County bought the
defunct base facilities, acreage
and one chairlift in 2017 using
donated funds. The county and its
partners got to work on a master
plan with the goal of turning it into
a public park.

The plan is to create a year-
round recreation and educational
facility, according to Huerfano
County Administrator Carl Young.

“The vision is the same, to have
this thriving hub for the commu-
nity and something that attracts
people to our community and to
the county,” he said. “We do want
it to be a real community park,
something that has benefit to the
community beyond just the eco-

ountain Park

nomic sense.”

Local innkeeper Michael Moore
is part of some nonprofit groups
behind the project. He said he and
others have been hard at work to
resurrect the lift, noting that it’s
much cheaper to do that than spend
millions on a brand-new lift. He
said they are also looking at how
to use the existing snowmaking
infrastructure and water rights.

But he also agreed with Young,
that the goal isn’t just about offer-
ing downhill skiing.

“We don’t want to be Vail or an
Aspen or a Telluride or a Breck-

enridge. We want to keep Cuchara
small and nice and neat,” Moore
said.

He said people are already sled-
ding, hiking and mountain biking
there - going uphill under their
power.

An outdoor classroom is also in
the works. They’ve already built
an 18-hole disc golf course and a
special house to attract the many
species of bats of the region.

The master plan also calls for
the park to be a venue for con-
certs, stargazing and other cultural
events.

*
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Lock This Price In Until Your Child Goes To College!

PLAN INCLUDES

Unlimited Nationwide
Talk, Text & Data

W/FREE Lc k31
Smartphone!

o
VIAERO

SOLLE

/mo.

w/Parental line of
service.

WIRELESS

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EYE CENTER

[W% of Americans, have fear of losing Sight
When was your last exam?

Many blinding eye diseases are preventable

if caught early! Expert eye exams are able to
detect subtle changes in your eyes even
before you notice a change.

' ROCKY MOUNTAIN

EYE CENTER

Alamosa Office: 250
Be Sight Healthy!

Schedule
an eye exam
today!

9 Main St. * (719) 589-0825

www. RockyMnu ntlai.n.E..yéCentlér.cum
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By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — In the last year, the
San Luis Valley has once again jumped into the
technological future and now has four electric
vehicle charging stations from Alamosa to Creede
and beyond. The electrical charging stations have
opened the door to electric vehicle owners to be
able to come and enjoy some of the beautiful
destinations that were previously difficult to
reach due to the lack of charging options in the
region and will become a huge benefit to the local
communities.

The first charging station to hit the west end
of the Valley was installed in Creede in August
and has since increased tourism significantly.
Electric Vehicle Drivers may now add Creede
to their travel destinations. Earlier this year, the
City of Creede received a grant from the Colorado
Energy Office (CEO) which helped defray the
cost of installing a Level 3 Charging Station for
electric vehicles.

“CEO is proud of its partnership with the City
of Creede through our Charge Ahead Colorado
grant program,” said Addison Philips, program
manager at the Colorado Energy Office. “City
of Creede’s new fast-charging station makes it
convenient for EV drivers to visit the city know-
ing they can quickly and easily recharge their ve-
hicle’s battery and enjoy all that Mineral County
has to offer-and Silver Thread Scenic Byway now
has one of the most robust EV charging networks
of any byway in Colorado.”

The Level 3 Charging Stations, commonly
known as DC Fast-Charging Stations, convert
alternating current power to direct current power.
The converted power is delivered directly to the
vehicle’s battery, resulting in a faster charge. The
ChargePoint EV Charging Station is located at the
Creede/Mineral County Chamber of Commerce
and Visitors Center. EV Drivers will be able to
learn about Creede and view the Town Model
while they “fuel up.”

Farther up the Silver Thread Scenic Byway,
EV drivers will find a DC Fast-Charging Station
located at the Ice Wall Park. The CEO’s Charge
Ahead Colorado Grant also helped fund this sta-
tion, along with a donation from the Gunnison

oS yaLLEY HOUsING Cou
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Now taking applications for
our léan programs

-« Down Payment Assistance
« Home Rehabilitation and
« Household Well Water

Interest rates reduced to 2%
or lower.

Must income qualify
We are an Equal Opportunity Provider.

(719) 587-9807

County Electric Co-op.

Next, Del Norte followed suit and installed
a new charging location in December of 2020
joining the growing list of locations throughout
the Valley. The charging station is located at 595
Columbia Ave., a block South of Highway 160,
(Grande Avenue), across the street from Del
Norte Post Office. A grant from Colorado Energy
Office provided funds to help defray equipment
and installation costs.

Two charging options are available — DC
Fast Charge will charge a fully depleted battery
in about 40 minutes. One hour of charging with
a Level Two charger will add approximately 25
miles driving range. The DC Fast Charger is de-
signed to provide a vehicle with a relatively short
charging time. A traveler will be able to enjoy a
meal or walk around town while the vehicle is
charging, then be back on the road. The Level
Two Charger is designed for a person traveling
to perhaps spend the night at a local hotel. Ap-
proximately 8 hours of charging will fully charge
an electric vehicle.

ChargePoint supplied the charging equipment.
Electric vehicle drivers have an app which directs
them to electric vehicle charging stations across
the United States. Information can also be found
at https://na.chargepoint.com.
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West end of Valley now offers electric arging ois

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
Del Norte charging station.
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LERAP

federally funded state-supervised, county-

assist with your winter heating costs. The
LEAP Program eligibility period runs from
November 1, 2020 through April 30, 2021

The Colorado LEAP program is a

administered system and is designed to

RANQNAUWN-

Eligibility Requirements, you may be eligible for LEAP assistance if:

1. You are a U.S. Citizen and a resident of Colorado

2. You pay heating fuel costs directly to an energy provider or pay the cost of heating your dwelling
with your rent, or in addition to rent in a non-subsidized dwelling

3. Your gross monthly household income is within the guidelines set annually (see below). “Household™
means the people who reside with you within your dwelling at which you reside and apply for
assistance and for whom you, as applicant, are financially responsible for. The maximum gross
monthly income is based on 60% of the State Median Income level as listed in the table below.

Household Size

Monthy Gross Income

60 % of State Median Income Level

$2.619
$3,425
$4.231
$5,038
$5.844
$6.650
$6.,157
$6.,801
$6.,952

Hach additional person

LEAP is designed to help eligible households with winter

LEAP is not intended to pay the entire cost of home heating.
For questions, inquiries, broken heater/furnace issues,

PAS1

home heating costs.

contact HEAT HELP.
1-866-432-8435
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RISE Grant to benefit Trinidad State’s connection to area high schools

STAFF REPORT

TRINIDAD — Six Colorado
community colleges and 70 high
schools will benefit from the second
round of Response, Innovation,
and Student Equity (RISE) grants
recently announced by Colorado
Gov. Jared Polis. The grant totals
$2 million.

Trinidad State’s sprawling ser-
vice area covers about 14,500
square miles in eight counties in
Southern Colorado. That’s about
the same size as Connecticut and
New Jersey combined. This grant
will allow Trinidad State to buy
technology which will better allow
college instructors to teach at far
away high schools.

College classrooms will be
equipped with high resolution
screens (at the front and back),
an instructor station, and cameras
that will allow distant high school
students an online experience that
is as close to an in-person class as
possible.

“We know students at small
and geographically isolated high
schools don’t have the same options
as students attending schools that
may be 10 or even 20 times larger,”
said Trinidad State President Dr.
Rhonda M. Epper. “These tech-
nology improvements will greatly
increase the class choices of these
students.”

Part of the grant will also pay
for graduate-level tuition for high

Two local churches
working together
to bring warmth to
Monte Vista

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Grace and
Mercy Bible Fellowship and First
Christian Church will be offering
free soup and crackers to anyone
in the community from 5 to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 9. The event will be
held at First Christian Church, 200
Washington St.

“Jesus teaches we are supposed
to be involved in our community,
and this is one way we are doing
that,” said Grace and Mercy pastor
Larry Foster.

To be compliant with local regu-
lations, the soup will be served
“curb-service” style. Orders will
be taken from people in their cars
and the soup will be delivered to
them while they wait in their cars.
This way social distancing proto-
col can be maintained.

There is no charge for the soup.
Any donations received at the
event will be used for the mission
trip to Thailand in November.

“We are hoping to make this a
monthly event,” said Foster.

For information about the event,
contact pastor Foster at 719-628-
2498 or pastor@grace-mercy-
bible.church.

Deadlines for
Lifestyles and
weekly papers

Lifestyles news...Thurs-
day, 5 p.m. for the next week

News for all paid papers...
Monday, noon

Classified ads...Thursday,
5 p.m. for the next week

Legal advertising...Thurs-
day, 5 p.m. for the next week

Display advertising...
Thursday, 5 p.m. for the
next week

school teachers so they can receive
acollege-level teaching credential.
For an instructor to teach college-
level courses, they are required by
the college’s accrediting agency to
possess either a master’s degree
in the content field or a master’s
degree in a different field plus 18
graduate-level credits in the content
field.

Many high school teachers do
not possess this level of education
and are just a few courses short of
being credentialed to teach at the

college level. Having more gradu-
ate-prepared teachers will improve
the quality of education available in
rural areas and increase the number
of qualified instructors available to
teach at the college level.

Instructors will also be trained
to more effectively use this tech-
nology and how to be an effective
online teacher.

“Every Colorado student should
have access to a quality educa-
tion and these amazing ideas and
innovative programs...will help

w@'

oift they
will

Don't forget that special
someone on Valen’cmes
Day. Give them a spec:al

enjoy.

NEW HOURS

HOIY M Ose

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Please wear a mask.
658-2848
$ 121 N. Main
Creede

improve our schools and build back
stronger than before the pandemic,”
said Governor Polis. “I’ve spent
the majority of my life pushing for
innovation and excellence in educa-

tion and these focused investments
will make a transformative positive
impact on the lives of Colorado’s
kids and families today and for the
future.”

——————
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An enchanting
Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & Specialty
Foodp

It’s Worth
The Drive

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main * 658- 2848 Creede

#ea/‘ffe/t v
éa day

¢ ¢ Floral Bouquets

+ A Great Selection of Gifts
and Decor

« Chocolates, Gift Baskets,
Balloons, Plush Animals,
Candy Boouquets and
Many More Gift Options! « 4

39 Washington Street | N
Monte Vista o

(719)588-8587 £
torresfloraldesigns@gmail.com.
www.torresfloraldesignicom..

6’/" 62/
0/{6&’%&7« /0(/'&?
- S .
| e & ( \ e -k
L THE FINERY
VR e B! houtigue
; b _‘_} SHrlutacrn,
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We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have coniributed to the success of the Upper
Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelfer.

Klaus

By ReBecca COPLEY

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Winter
in the San Luis Valley tends to be
a harsh season. Freezing tempera-
tures are the norm, and it is com-
mon for temperatures to dip well
below zero.

Some years the temperatures
have dipped so far below zero
that the San Luis Valley has been
the coldest spot in the nation.
This bitter cold can be dangerous
for animals left outside all night.
Although they have fur coats it is
often not enough to keep out the

Klaus and April are Belgian
Shepherds. They have lived their
entire lives (7 years) together and

we are hoping that we can get

them in a home together. They
are very friendly and affectionate

and looking for someone to al-
low them to live out their lives in
comfort and love. They are play-
ful and curious and would love to
meet any other dogs in the home

biting cold. Thankfully, there are to make sure they get along. ril
many ways that pet owners can Officer Lopez said that there :
help keep their furry friends warm. is nothing code specific to leav- Buster is ] - ; Bella is a - ¥ Riley we
Itis a good idea to remove snow, ing animals outside in the winter [ looking for _ 8 year old believe is an
ice, salt, and other ice treatment weather. However, he shared that a home that Lab mix American
. . . . . can give who is a Bulldog/
chemicals from their fur and paws. it may fall under Municipal Code him plenty little shy Austra-
This helps keep them dry and 8-14-20(b) cruelty to animals. of attention ’ but is a lian Shep-
prevents them from ingesting any ~ The code states, “A person com- beca?sefhe _tYItncal lab I—}lletd Htl)lx-t
. . . . . . is not a fan in tempera- e e is abou
chemicals found in the ice treat- mits cruellty to amm.als 1f. hf? or of being left : _ ment. She 2 years old.
ment. You should also check their she knowingly or with criminal alone. Heis | I likes to He is very
paw pads for any cracks and make negligence overdrives, overloads, cautious of . be petted friendly and
sure there is no redness between overworks, torments, deprives of [ men atfirst ' ,,i! and to lean affectionate.
. . but opens up e 5 hard into He has done
Fhelr.toes. Massagmg petroleum necessary sustenance, unneces- quickly and loves to get attention and | a person well with all
jelly into their paw pads before go- sarily or cruelly beats, carries or to be played with. Buster is young and | while she people he
ing outdoors can help protect them confines in or upon any vehicles hasn’t been taught very many manners | stares up has met. We feel he has good potential
: : but he is eager to learn. If you do have | into their face with pure infatuation. | with other dogs with a little work. Riley
from saI.t and Chemlcal. agents. 1in a Cr}lel 0? reckless manner, another dog at home, it will be required | She is looking for a home to help her| is currently staying in a foster home so
Dog booties can also provide extra otherwise mistreats or neglects to bring that dog to the shelter to allow | enjoy her golden years in comfort | if you are interested in meeting him call
protection. any animal or causes or procures Buster to meet them and safety. the shelter at 719 852 3366.

Another important pet safety itto be done, or, having the charge . ,
rule is to never leave your animal or custody of any animal, fails to All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate.

alone in a car during cold weather. provide it with proper food, drink Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-wormlng-and.micro-chipping.
In the winter cars trap frigid air or protection from the weather.” This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Irnc.

becoming refrigerators on wheels. Officer Lopez explained that if
Also, it is always a good idea to someone is found in violation of
check under the hood of outdoor this code it is the officer’s discre-

vehicles before you start them. tion whether to issue a citation or One sol ution for oxygen at

Outdoor cats often seek refuge warning.

from the cold by huddling against “Every situation is different and ! y ' hom el’ away’ and for travel

still warm engines. with that said every situation is /
It is also important to make handled differently,” Lopez said. intruducing the INOGEN ONE
It's oxygen therapy on your terms

sure you are feeding your animals “If an animal is severely neglected
a little more in the winter and due to these circumstances then it
providing them with lots of water. is upon myself or MVPD officers
The chilly temperatures will cause to protect and help the animal cur-
them to burn calories faster and rently facing these types of hard-
make it harder for them to stay ships. It also needs to be pointed
hydrated. out that there are situations where

Monte Vista Code Enforcement animals are naturally adapted to
Officer-Community Service Of- survive harsh conditions. So, the
ficer Manvuel Lopez shared some current health of said animal needs
of the things he looks for when it to be looked at as well as living
comes to keeping pets warm. conditions.”

“What I look for is if the animal Officer Lopez also said that
is tethered that they have full ac- as the current Monte Vista Code
cess to food and drinkable water, Enforcement Officer-Community
which is not frozen,” Lopez said. Service Officer, he wants to try and
“Also, an animal must be pro- educate before having to enforce.
vided with some sort of shelter to “These questions are a great op-

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more
hassles with travel. The INOGEN ONE portable

oxygen concentrator is designed to provide

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It's
small, lightweight, clinically proven for stationary
and portable use, during the day and at night,

and can go virtually anywhere — even on

most airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and
many private insurances!

keep them safe from the weather. portunity for just that,” Lopez said. Reclaim Your
This could be a doghouse or an “I would encourage the residents Freedom And
overhang with some means for of Monte Vista to reach out to me Independence NOW!

the animal to escape the snow or and ask questions if they are un-
whatever weather is current for the sure of what may be a violation of
season we are currently in.” Municipal Code.”

Willow Creek
Journal call for
entries IS now open

STAFF REPORT artists of all ages. Call Inogen Today To
CREEDE — The Creede Arts Entries are accepted in the fol- !
Council is accepting entries for the lowing categories — poetry, prose, Request Your FREE Info Kit

2021 Willow Creek Journal through photographs, and artwork.

March 15. CAC accepts submissions by email - . ' ..

The Willow Creek Journal is a atcreedearts@outlook.com or creed- ﬁ = ? ‘ﬁ @ = (2@ 9 @ = ﬁé % Q é@: .r"_ [

community-centered annual anthol- eartscouncil.com. = — 2

0gy. Questions about the journal can be
Through the journal, CAC cel- directed to creedearts@outlook.com © 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reservad. MKT-PO108

ebrates and nurtures the creativity of —or by calling 719-658-0312.

Inogen
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Wolf Creek Ski Resort strengthens COVID-19 message

By LyYNDSIE FERRELL

WOLF CREEK — Wolf Creek
Ski Resort spent the past year
working countless hours to prepare
for the 2020-2021 ski season and
though the season is more than
half over, the resort is continuing
its efforts to make sure it can fin-
ish strong.

According to reports out of the
resort, they have recently had dif-
ficulties getting people to comply
with state and local COVID-19
guidelines.

“We have had such an awesome
season so far. The snow we have
received has been nothing less
than a blessing for us and it has
been a significant driver in how
busy we have been. The northern
mountains in the state have not
received the amount of snow
we have and in turn, people are
coming from all over to get in
some powder days. We just need
to remind people that if they feel
that they cannot or will not com-
ply with state regulations then
perhaps this isn’t the year to come
out and ski,” said Wolf Creek Ski
Resort owner Rosanne Pitcher.

Pitcher explained that over the
last several weeks, just after the
Christmas and New Year’s holiday,
the resort has seen days where
3,500 people come to enjoy the
slopes.

“This is great, and we are so
happy that we have the facility
and the snow for everyone to enjoy
but we need everyone to comply
with masks and social distancing,”
Pitcher said. “If we are going to
stay open and be able to continue

to offer our resort, we need people
to remember to comply with man-
dates. This is a different year for
us and so we are going to start
being more severe in our efforts
to remain open.”

Pitcher stated that the resort had
to strengthen its message to people
coming to the resort and that ef-
forts could potentially include ask-
ing individuals who do not comply
to leave the resort.

“You have to wear a mask. You
have to social distance while in
lines,” she said. “Once people are
up on the slopes and spread out
it is OK to take the mask off, but
in public areas, you have to have
one on.”

In addition to dealing with cus-
tomers that may not want to wear a
mask, employees have also shown
signs of frustration. The resort
offered a stipend to employees to
encourage that they purchase new
masks and keep up the good work
they have done so far this season.

“We are so proud and feel so
blessed to be able to be here. We
want to keep that going,” Pitcher
said.

Over the next several weeks
until the end of the ski season, the
resort plans to be more aggressive
in its campaign to comply with
state and local COVID guidelines
and ask guests to do the same.

“There are so many other factors
that come into play with having
this resort open. We are helping the
economy in the surrounding com-
munities by bringing in revenue
and if we shut down, that goes
away,” said Pitcher.

Creede Theatre
awarded $20,000 grant

STAFF REPORT

COLORADO SPRINGS — El
Pomar Trustees approved a grant
allocation to one nonprofit orga-
nization in the San Luis Valley
region at the Foundation’s Decem-
ber Trustees meeting. Through the
Foundation’s grant making pro-
cess, the Creede Repertory The-
atre, Inc. was awarded a regional
council grant of $20,000 for LED
lights in the Ruth Theatre.

Founded by Spencer and Julie
Penrose in 1937, El Pomar Foun-
dation has an established legacy
of general-purpose grant making
throughout the state of Colorado.
The competitive process remains
the Foundation’s primary vehicle
for organizations to receive fund-
ing, which accepts applications on
a rolling basis.

Additionally, over the last 80
years, El Pomar has either de-
veloped or been entrusted with
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the stewardship of a number of
other funds, as well as presenting
Trustee merit grants.

In an effort to increase impact
and establish connections across
the entire state, the Regional Part-
nerships program was established
in 2003. Each of the Foundation’s
eleven regional councils advises
El Pomar Trustees and recom-
mends grants to help support its
communities.

The San Luis Valley Regional
Council recommends grants in Ala-
mosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral,
Rio Grande and Saguache coun-
ties. Council members are regional
leaders in the business, nonprofit
and public sectors and provide
first-hand information about current
needs in their own communities.

To view a full listing of El
Pomar’s funds and grant making
areas, visit their website at www.
elpomar.org/grant-making/.
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We're all in this together. Please take ownership in
your part to keep Wolf Creek Ski Area open. Remember
to Mask Up and Practice Social Distancing to keep the
ski season going!

Wolf Creek Ski Area

The resort is now preparing for
the coming President’s Day and
Spring Break holidays when they
plan to only allow pre-purchased

ticket holders to ensure the safety
of guests. The resort will be up-
dating the website to reflect plans
on how it will be handling the

remainder of the season. For more
information or to pre-purchase
tickets, visit www.wolfcreekski.
com.
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Receives 2021 Best of Home Care

\l A

-

— Leader in Excellence Award

STAFF REPORT

PAGOSA SPRINGS — Visiting
Angels of SW Colorado announced
today that it received the distin-
guished 2021 Best of Home Care
— Leader in Excellence Award from
Home Care Pulse, the leading firm
in quality assurance for home care.
The Leader in Excellence Award
is the highest recognition awarded
by Home Care Pulse and is given
to select home care businesses that
consistently rank among the high-
est in 10 or more quality metrics.
As a Leader in Excellence, Visiting
Angels is now ranked among the top
10% of home care providers partici-
pating in the nationwide Home Care
Pulse Satisfaction Management
Program.

This accomplishment demon-
strates Visiting Angel’s long-term
dedication to excellent care and
quality improvement. To qualify
for this award, 10% of Visiting
Angel’s clients and caregivers were
interviewed each month by Home

Care Pulse. Over a 12-month period,
Visiting Angels received high client
and caregiver satisfaction ratings
in areas such as caregiver training,
compassion of caregivers, commu-
nication, scheduling, client/caregiver
compatibility, etc. Using feedback
from clients and employees, as well
as quality benchmarks from Home
Care Pulse, the Visiting Angels man-
agement team set goals to reach the
highest level of excellence possible.
“We once again are so proud of our
agency, and what hard work it has
taken everyone on the team to receive
this award, for four years in a row.
We know that it takes our clients, our
caregivers, and our management staff
to achieve this. We are humbled and
so appreciative of the level of service
displayed to others,” said Visiting
Angels COO Michelle Johnson.
The Best of Home Care — Leader
in Excellence Award highlights the
top-performing home care businesses
in the nation. Home Care Pulse
believes that by honoring these pro-

viders, families looking for in-home
care for a loved one will be able to
recognize and choose a trusted home
care provider.

“At Home Care Pulse, our mission
is to help home care businesses create
an experience that goes beyond cli-
ent and caregiver expectations,” said
Erik Madsen, CEO of Home Care
Pulse. “When we see agencies like
Visiting Angels that have made an
effort to provide outstanding care and
employment experiences, we know
we’re on the right track. Visiting
Angels has worked extremely hard
to provide high-quality care and em-
ployment, and their work hasn’t gone
unnoticed. This award allows them to
provide proof of quality to potential
and new clients and caregivers.”

To find out more about Visiting
Angles, visit Visitingangles.com/
southwestcolorado or call 970-264-
5991.

Visiting Angels of SW Colorado
serves San Luis Valley, Farmington
N.M., and all of Southwest Colorado.

Healthy eating optlons for seniors

“Let food be thy medicine” is a
quote attributed to Hippocrates, the
ancient scholar considered to be
the father of modern medicine. The
saying relates to the notion that what
people put in their bodies can heal
and/or prevent certain conditions.

For seniors with medicine cabinets
full of over-the-counter and prescrip-
tion medications, the idea of relying
predominantly on food to promote
optimal health may be tempting, and
various foods can be particularly use-
ful to the 50-and-over demographic.

According to the World Health
Organization, poor diet is a major
contributor to many of the diseases
that affect older people. Poor diet
has been connected to the develop-
ment of diabetes, and degenerative
diseases such as osteoporosis also
may be linked to the foods ones eat.
The National Council for Aging Care
says micronutrient deficiency is often
a problem among the aging due to
factors like lack of variety in diet
and reduced food intake. Eating a
variety of foods can provide all of the
nutrients people need to stay healthy
as they get older. Certain foods may
be particularly helpful.

* Brain-friendly foods: Foods such
as avocado, leafy vegetables, sun-
flower seeds, blueberries, and salmon
are good sources of vitamin E, anti-
oxidants, omega-3 fatty acids, and
other nutrients that may help ward off
dementias like Alzheimer’s disease,
advises Sonas Home Health Care.

* Anti-inflammatory foods: Foods
rich in omega-3 fatty acids may help
prevent inflammation that can cause
cancer and rheumatoid arthritis. Ag-
ing.com says foods that are high in

omega-3 fatty acids, like salmon,
should be consumed at least twice
per week.

e Fruits and vegetables: Fresh,
canned or frozen produce tend to be
high in micronutrients, including a
variety of important vitamins that
are essential for all components of
health. The Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics advises eating dark
green vegetables, such as leafy
greens or broccoli, and orange veg-
etables, such as carrots and sweet
potatoes.

* Energy-boosters: Choose whole
grains that can provide sustained en-
ergy by way of healthy carbohydrates
over processed grains.

* Bone-friendly foods: Calcium-
rich foods, such as milk, yogurt
and cheese, can prevent calcium
from being leached from the bones,
which contributes to conditions like
0Steoporosis.

* Digestive system-friendly foods:

The digestive system slows down
as the body ages, as the walls of
the gastrointestinal tract thicken
and digestive contractions that push
waste along may slow down and
become fewer. Foods rich in fiber
can promote proper digestion by
moving food through the digestive
tract mor easily. High-fiber foods
also may help naturally reduce blood
cholesterol levels.

* High-iron foods: Without enough
iron in the body, a person may feel
tired and lethargic from a reduced pro-
duction of hemoglobin, which carries
oxygen in the blood from the lungs to
the rest of the body. A lack of oxygen
in body tissues from anemia can be
serious, says the National Council
for Aging Care. Tofu, spinach, lentils,
pumpkin seeds, and fortified breads
and cereals are high in iron.

Smart food choices can help se-
niors live long and healthy lives.
LP203730
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Southern Rocky Mountain Ag Conference
held virtually

and Trade Show

Presenter says potatoes

were power hous_‘e dur ng

andemic
By BriaN WILLIAMS

MONTE VISTA — The 39th annual
Southern Rocky Mountain Agricultural
Conference and Trade Show started
its three-day run Tuesday, Feb. 2, on
Zoom and at the Ski Hi Complex in
Monte Vista.

The annual conference shifted mostly
virtual due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The first day’s Zoom sessions were
centered on potatoes and began at 8 a.m.
and continued to about 1 p.m. The San
Luis Valley is the second largest fresh
potatoes region in the U.S.

John Toaspern, Potatoes USA Chief
Marketing Officer, gave an overview of
potato sales from March to December of
last year during his 30-minute session.
His report was mostly positive.

Retail sales soared and continue to
do so as people stayed home during
the pandemic.

“The thing that was exciting for our
industry was that potatoes were the
pandemic powerhouse,” Toaspern said.
“We saw a significant increase in potato
purchases. And this was for anumber of
reasons — comfort, familiarity, storabil-
ity. Potatoes were the leading vegetable
in terms of increases during that period.”

Toaspern said there was good growth
across the core potatoes led by — rus-
sets, reds and yellows.

“Ultimately, Americans still love
potatoes,” Toaspern said. “The number
one vegetable sold in America, potatoes
are on 84 percent of all food service
menus and when surveyed Americans
say that the potato is their favorite veg-
etable. So, we are in a great place. We
need to try to lock in those retail gains
but then also regain at foodservice.”

Record potato retail sales continued

sampuswaliey

Photos by Brian Williams

The 39th annual Southern Rocky Mountain Agricultural Conference and
Trade Show began is three-day run. Feb. 2-4, at the Ski Hi Complex in
Monte Vista. The bulk of the conference was being held virtually and the
socially distanced trade show on Tuesday and Wednesday was inside the
McMullen Building at the Ski Hi Complex.

from October to December 2020,
Toaspern said. All three months saw an
increase in both dollar and volume sales,
with the largest growth in December.
Total store potato sales grew 9.3% in
volume and 12.3% in value.

The fresh potato category at retail also
showed a record growth of 12% in dol-
lar sales and 8.2% in volume sales. Rus-
sets, reds, and yellow potatoes made up
most fresh potato sales at retail, which
all increased in dollars and volume.
Five-pound bags of potatoes continued
to make up the majority of volume sales
and increased by almost 7%.

Foodservice, which includes sales
to restaurants, were the hardest hit
sectors for the industry. According to
Toaspern, 87,500 restaurants in the U.S.
closed permanently between March and
December.

While the international market was
off overall by 4%, Toaspern pointed out
that some significant gains were made
in China and Japan.

4 bedrooms e 4.5 baths ¢ 4,504 sq. f

« 6 acres «$888,000
Custom-built home in River Island Rz
with a built in theater, 5 car heated ga:

a sprinkler system and a fire pit, perfect for
entertaining! POA includes access to fishing
on the Rlo Grande, road maintenance and
snow removal. MLS #765728
104 Explorer Way « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass
Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993
bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Everything you could want from mountain living!

SO

2 car separate garage, screened-in porch, safe
room, wet bar and much more! The yard has

lazy Susans, Large Pantry and

“We are not in a terrible position and
I think we can recover quite quickly
this year,” he said. “We are already
seeing exports recover so that is posi-
tive. Things are trending in the right
direction.”

Toaspern said Potatoes USA con-
ducted a total store study in the fall and
that they were wrapping up a presenta-
tion that will be available shortly.

While people logged into the virtual
sessions, the socially distanced Trade
Show was set up inside the McMullen
Building of the Ski Hi Complex. The
Trade Show was open from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Zoom sessions continued Wednesday
and Thursday, Feb. 3 and 4, beginning
at 8 am. and wrapping up around 1
p-m. each day.

The conference was sponsored by the
Colorado State University Extension and
the Colorado Ag Experiment Station.
The trade show was sponsored by the
Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce.
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PURCHASE DRTE IF THE PROMOTIDNAL PURCHASE S WOT PUD IN FULL WITHIK 17 SAOSTHS, 529 ACCOUKT ACTIVATION FEE
WILL APPLY. FINED MONTHLY PAYMENTS REQUIRED EQUAL TO 2.5% OF THE HIGHEST BALARCE APPLICARLE 0 THIS PROMD
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FIRED MONTHLY PATMENT WILL BE ROUNOED EO THE NEXT HIGHEST WHOLE DOLLAR AMD MAY BE HIGHER THAN THE MINIMUM
T PAYMENT THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED IF THE PURCHASE WAS A NON-PROMOTIONAL PURCHASE. DEPENDIRG ON PURCHASE
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CHARGE 15 52, OME- TEME ACCOUNT ACTIVATION FEE OF 529 CHARGED AT TIME FIRST PURCHASE POSTS 10 ACCOUNT. EXISTING
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Thank yow to everyone
who let me help them find

or sell @ home in 2020!
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Finely Crafted Mountain Home!

« 2 Bedroom « 2 Bathroom e 2-car Garage 1,388 sq. ft. « $389,900
Delightful Ranch Style Mountain Home with 2 car E
cement floor garage workshn[lx Nice size kitchen with custom cabinets containinﬁ large
ots of storage. Open dining and large living area wit
Sunny Bay window and ‘beautiful mountain views. This kitchen 1s complete with refrig-
erator, cookstove, dishwasher and trash compactor. Large Laundry room with tons of]|
storage. Living room with wood burning stove and additional heat source and home is
well insulated throughout. Off the living room entry is a wonderful sit
place to have that morning cup of coffee and watch the mule deer and

MLS#772014 « 193 Whispering Pines Drive

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

arage and an additional detached

Ei]rill%porch. Perfect

large

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
Cell 719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 » South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

turkeys!
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New Listing! Golf Course Living at its finest!
3 bedroom « 2.5 bath « 2,0978 sq. ft. « $379,000
Stunning views in all directions with huge windows, luxurious master suite,
rock propane fireplace, high-end Jenn Air appliances, custom cabinetry,
large stone patio for entertaining, 2-car garage and so much more! Rio
Grande Club Membership and Home Furnishings negotiable. MLS #767109
6827 Snead Ln « South
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

ork

New Listing! Charming Family Home,

Priced to Sell!

4 bedroom s« 2 bath « 1,850 sq. ft. « $215,000
Comfortable family home with large balcony to
enjoy your mountain views! Nice kitchen, stone fire-
place, wood-burning stove and beautiful bathrooms!

198 Elm Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

MLS #758665

Majestic Mountain Home in Beaver Mountain Estates!
« 5 bedrooms 5 bathrooms e 2,912 sq. ft. « 3-car heated garage « $745,900

A beautiful home with charm and elefgance in Beaver Mountain Estates!
This Home borders the national forest with beautiful mountain views from the wrap around front
deck and outdoor propane ﬁreglacc with additional larﬁs rear covered porch. Large living room with
. Lennox pro%ane fireplace and ETF electrical heating that can heat the home and dining area with
custom light fixture with dining seating 10 for all your entertaining. Custom Kitchen with two sinks
and two dishwashers for guick clean ugna]fter entertaining with beautiful Knotty Alder wood cabinets
and new refrigerator and microwave. This home is beautifully hand troweled on ceilings/walls with
tall ceilings and tall solid wood interior doors and Pella double-hung windows for easy cleaning.
is home comes mostly furnished with additional tools and the following e%igment in the garage
including snow blower, air compressor, battery chargers all this and more with beautiful mountain
views with Rocky Mountain Elk and other wildlife right out your back door.

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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You won’t believe your e

es! Stunning Views, Lots of Wil
3 bedroom « 2.5 bath « 2,900 sq. ft. $549,000

Check out some of the best, 360 degree, hi top views in South Fork

from your deck! Open kitchen, dining and living area, vaulted ceil-

.
dlife!

Beautiful Home on the Range!
3 bedroom «3 bathroom « 1,808 sq. ft. +$449,000

This meticulous, comfortable, well-maintained ranch style log home is located on 6
+ acres with reach out and touch mountain views and moments from the Rio Grande
National Forest. Open Great Room, Living, Dining, and Kitchen with wood floors and a
beautiful stone fireplace. Wonderful split floor plan with a Master Bedroom on one side
of the home and guest rooms on the other. Attached cement floor two car garage large

Price Just Reduced!!
| « 1 bedroom e 1bathroom « $74,900
Adorable Park Model home in the
River’s Edge Mountain View RV
Resort! Everything is included,
all it needs is you! All furniture,
appliances and pots and pans come
with this cozy home that includes
| an enclosed sun room, storage shed
and work bench! MLS#760432
57 Dennette Lane « South Fork

ings, Jacuzzi tub, finished basement with a rec room! MLS #767631
852 Soaring Eagle Lane « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

enough for storage of four-wheelers, fishing gear, tools, and more. Large deck out back
and fireplace ring sitting area, large covered front porch.
1104 Expedition drive « South Forkt
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Bernadette Gingras
Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@
steffenscorealty.com




