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May is Mental
Health

Awareness
Month

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Over
the past year, some people within
the San Luis Valley community
have struggled with mental health
due to the recent pandemic and have
reached out to local mental health
services toseek aid. Being inasmall,
rural community comes with its
own set of issues and mental health
services are few and far between.

Accordingto the National Council
for Behavioral Health, “One in five
U.S.adults experience mental health
each year.” It is hard to image with
the times people are living in that
this number isn’t higher.

The statistics about mental health
are staggering, it is stated that 50%
of all lifetime mental illness begins
by age 14, and 75% by age 24. The
stigma surrounding mental illness
is why communities see so many
people not getting the help that they
need.

Only about44% of adults seek out
or receive treatment and the biggest
question out of this issue becomes,
“What are we doing to help with the
nationwide struggle, when it seems
obvious that people are not getting
the help that is needed?”

The San Luis Valley ishome to the
San Luis Valley Behavioral Health
Group (SLVBHG). It covers all the
communities throughout the Valley.
SLVBHG is promoting Mental
Health America’s Tools to Thrive
challenges throughout the entire
month and urge the public to join.All
month the group will be completing
daily challenges based on a calendar
that they put together and invite the
community to participate as well.

“Additionally, we will be posting
weekly interviews with clinicians
on various topics from processing
trauma to prioritizing self-care on
our social mediaplatforms — mostly
Facebook Live — sothatcommunity
members can learn more about
mental health from our licensed
providers. We will also be pushing
out facts, statistics, and self-help
tools on our social media platforms
(Instagram, Facebook, and TikTok)
so please come join us on anyone
of our social media platforms,”
said Kate Jack, Grants-Marketing
Manager with SLVBHG.

“Here in the San Luis Valley, we
always struggle with the resource
aspect of pretty much everything,
except maybe pretty views. Around
March of 2020 mental health options
in the Valley expanded when we
received the Mobile Health Unit.
The unit is staffed with a Licensed

Please see HEALTH on Page 4A

Body connected to ‘Love Has Won’
group dlscovered in Motfat

Appropriate placement was found

Seven peaple for the two children.
arrested on abuse  Arested were Jason Castillo,

Ryan Kramer, Karin Raymond

Ofcorpse Chlld John Robert’son, Christophe£

abuse Charges Royer, Sarah Rudolph and Ma
Obdulia Franco Gonzales. They

are being held in the Rio Grande

STAFF REPORT County Jail in Del Norte, due to

MOFFAT — Seven people were  |imited capacity in the Saguache
taken into custody and charged County Jail.

with abuse of a corpse and two At 11:30 p.m. on Wednesday,

counts of child abuse on April 28. Please see BODY on Page 8A

ndustry celebrates Mexico’s Supreme
Court decision to overturning ban on
U.S. fresh potato imports

Groups encourage Mexico regulators to “Thisrulingisconsistent with Mexico’s obligations
immediately begin rulemaking process under the USMCA and the WTO. It represents a

. . major step forward in the U.S. potato industry’s
to allow for the importation of U.S. fresh efforts to provide consumers throughout Mexico

potatoes throughout the country access to fresh, healthy U.S.-grown potatoes,” said
Jared Balcom, Vice President of Trade Affairs for the
STAFF REPORT National Potato Council (NPC) and potato grower

WASHINGTON — The Mexican Supreme Court  from Pasco, Wash. “After decades of delay, we hope
ruled on April 28 by a unanimous vote of five to zero  this ruling represents a light at the end of the tunnel
in favor of overturning a 2017 lower court decision and that Mexican regulators will immediately begin
that prevented the Mexican federal governmentfrom  working on regulations to allow for the importation
implementing regulations to allow for the importation  of fresh U.S. potatoes throughout their country.”
of fresh U.S. potatoes throughout the country. The “Mexican consumers and the chip manufacturersin
ruling, cheered by the National Potato Council and Mexicohave waited way toolong toaccess freshU.S.
Potatoes USA, marks the end of a decade-long legal  potatoes,” stated Jaren Raybould Chair of Potatoes
process that began when Mexico’s potato industry USA and a potato grower in Saint Anthony, Idaho.
sued its government to prevent competition from “We are hopeful that with this ruling the authorities
imports. Please see POTATOES on Page 2A
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Sargent’s Willis
qualifies for
National Merit
Scholarship

STAFF REPORT

Sargent High School junior Mary Willis took
the 2020
Prelimi-
nary SAT/
National
Merit
Scholar-
ship Quali-
fying Test
(PSAT/
NMSQT)
and met
therequire-
ments to
enter the
2022 Na-
tional Mer-
it Scholarship Program.

She is among the 50,000 highest-scoring
participants who will be recognized as either
a Semifinalist or a Commended Student in
the fall.

From the 50,000 high scorers nationwide,

Please see WILLIS on Page 2A

R10 Grande Sherlff adds new vehlcles to fleet

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — The
Rio Grande County Sheriff’s Department
is continuing to improve the department
through several different projects and
recently finished purchasing new vehicles.

According to Rio Grande County
Sheriff Don McDonald, the department
has purchased six patrol pickups, five
of which are leased through a municipal
leasing program.

“We started with the patrol cars several
months ago and once we had those updated,
we moved on to improve our pickup trucks.
It is out of a concern for the safety of my
deputies that I decided that this needed
to be apriority when I came on as sheriff.
Most of the vehicles in the fleet were on

Photo courtesy of Courtney Arther

The Rio Grande County Sheriff’s Department added six new trucks to its fleet.

their last leg and it was a huge safety issue
Please see SHERIFF on Page 5A
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ASU Foundatlon Scholarshlp Wlnners

Dr. Cheryl D. Lovell (left) was at the 2019 Ski Hi Stampede Rodeo in Monte Vista to present the Adams
State Foundation Scholarship to recipients, from left, Lexi Metz, Sarah Shoeller and Sara Brunelli. Each
will receive a $3,500 scholarship to Adams State University.

Courtesy photo

POTATOES

Continued from Page 1A

will quickly reimplement the market
access agreement and allow for high
quality U.S. potatoes to be enjoyed
throughout Mexico.”

Since it first allowed for the
importation of fresh U.S. potatoes
in 2003, Mexico has restricted those
potatoes to a 26 kilometer-area along
the U.S .-Mexicoborder. Thatrestriction
has violated Mexico’s obligations
under numerous trade agreements,
including NAFTA, WTO, and now
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA). The Mexican government
finally agreed to allow U.S. potatoes
full access to their market beginning
in May 2014; however, immediately
after that was implemented, the
National Confederation of Potato
Growers of Mexico (CONPAPA) sued
its government, claiming Mexican
regulators have no authority to
determine if agricultural imports can
enter the country.

The Supreme Courtdecisionrejected
CONPAPA’s arguments and affirms that
the Mexican government does indeed
have the authority to issue regulations
about the importation of agricultural
and food products, including fresh
U.S. potatoes.

“Mexico offers a significant
opportunity for U.S. potato growers,”
stated John Toaspern, Chief Marketing
Officer at Potatoes USA. “The trade
in fruits and vegetables between the

WILLIS

Continued from Page 1A

U.S. and Mexico is hugely beneficial
to growers and consumers in both
countries. In fact, Mexican avocados
were granted access to the U.S. at the
same time as U.S. potatoes to Mexico
in 2003. Since that time, the U.S.
governmenthashonored the agreement
and imports of Mexican avocados are
now over $2 billion. The U.S. can
supply a wide variety of fresh high-
quality potatoes to Mexico, russets,
reds, yellows, whites, fingerlings and
chipping potatoes year-round that are
not currently produced there. Mexican
retailers, foodservice operators, food
manufactures and ultimately Mexican
consumers will benefit from this wide
array of high-quality potatoes available
year-round.”

“This is a significant step that
effectively ends the legal process that
has blocked our access to the Mexican
market,” said NPC CEO Kam Quarles.
“This effort has spanned numerous
administrations and sessions of
Congress, but the U.S. position never
wavered. We are thankful foreveryone
at USDA, the Office of the U.S.
Trade Representative, and Members
of Congress who have worked for
years to encourage Mexico to lift
these protectionist restrictions. We
now look forward to working with
the Mexican government and its
regulatory agencies in immediately
reinstating the rules to allow for fresh

U.S. potatoes to be shipped and the
normalization of trade between our
countries.”

Mexico is the third largest export
market for U.S. potatoes and products
valued at over $270 million in
2020. Despite the restriction to the
26-kilometer border region Mexico
is the second largest market for fresh
potato exports accounting for 106,000
metric tons valued at $60 million
in 2020. The U.S. potato industry
estimates that access to the entire
country for fresh U.S. potatoes will
provide a market potential of $200
million per year, in five years.

The National Potato Council
represents the interests of U.S.
potato growers on federal legislative,
regulatory, environmental and trade
issues. The value of U.S. potato
productionisover $4.5 billion annually
and supports hundreds of thousands of
jobs both directly and indirectly. Visit
nationalpotatocouncil.org for more.

Potatoes USA is the national
marketing and promotion Board for
the 2,500 potato farming families
operating inthe United States. Potatoes
USA, the largest vegetable commodity
board, wasestablishedin 1971 by potato
farmersto promote the benefitsof eating
potatoes. For more information on
Potatoes USA’s mission to ““Strengthen
Demand for U.S. Potatoes,” visit
PotatoesUSA .com.

OBITUARY

Craig ‘Panda’ Leroy Jones

San Luis Valley native and
longtime resident Craig “Panda”
Leroy Jones, 66, died April
20, 2021, at Penrose-St Francis
Hospital in Colorado Springs
surrounded by friends and family.

Craig — fondly known as Panda
— was born in Monte Vista, Colo.,
on Nov. 4, 1954, to Robert “Bob”
Jones and Dorothy (Hunter) Jones.
Craig was the youngest of five
children. He married the love of
his life, Trish Kempf on March 10,
1984, in Colorado Springs.

Panda and his brother Rocky once
owned and operated Jones Auto
Supply in Center,Colo. Following that
he worked in potato and carrot farming
until his retirement in 2016 when he
and Trish became full-time caregivers
to his parents. Panda also volunteered
at the Monte Vista Emergency Food
Bank. His hobby was making unique
birdhouses from reclaimed wood. His
one-of-a-kind creations are scattered
across the nation.

Panda’s favorite pastime was
spending time at the family cabin
north of South Fork and would plan
the entire summer the projects and
improvements for the cabin. He
enjoyed sharing the cabin with
friends and family who were always
welcome there.

Panda was a very kind, genuine
and lovable person who never knew
a stranger. He was always ready
and willing to help anybody with
anything he could. Saying “no” was
never in his vocabulary. He was a
quietbutdevout Christian man who
believed strongly in prayer and in
his conservative convictions — yet
did not force his beliefs on anybody.
Panda was a charter member of the
Grace and Mercy Bible Fellowship
in Monte Vista where he also served
as treasurer.

Panda was preceded in death by
his parents Robert and Dorothy
Jones.

He is survived by his wife of
37 years and best friend, Trish of
Alamosa; their children Tucker
(Carolyn) Jones of Manhattan,
Kan., Marci (Aaron) Smead and

about 16,000 will be named Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program
Semifinalists, representing the top
scorers in each state and another
34,000 students will be commended
for their performance on the PSAT/
NMSQT.

She is the daughter of John and
Gina Willis of Monte Vista.

More Sargent school highlights:

Sargent Colorado Science &
Engineering Fair Winners

e Emma Sewell — Eighth grade
Proteolytic Enzyme Power

Third Place Chemistry — $75

Colorado Associate of Science
Teachers Award — $100

* Makayla Brown — Eighth grade
The Mightiest Mask?

Third Place Medicine and Health
— $75

e Ellaree Rockey — Eighth grade
Nitrogen and Density Levels in
Quinoa

Third Place Plant Sciences — $75

Colorado Associate of Science
Teachers Award — $100

e Ashlyn Rockey — 11th grade

Screening Quinoa Germplasm for
Downy Mildew Resistance

Second Place Plant Sciences

Colorado State University College
of Ag Sciences Award — $500

e Chinmay Jayanty — 11th grade
Synthesizing Renewable Energy from
Water Using Sunlight

Honorable Mention Energy

Adams State College Porter Schol-
arship $5,000 (renewable)

Colorado School of Mines Scholar-
ship $1,000 (renewable)

Sargent also won the Best Small

Middle/Junior High School Award,
as well as the High School Award.

Sargent State FBLA Award
Recipients

e Aiden Price — Fourth place —
Electronic Career Portfolio

* Aaron Price — 10th place — In-
troduction to Information Technology

e Kamryn Holland — Sixth Place
— Organizational Leadership

* Ashlyn Rockey — Fourth Place
— Public Speaking

¢ Chinmay Jayanty — Fourth Place
— Spreadsheet Applications

grandson Roman of Olathe, Kan.,
and Mayme “Mandi” of Maine.
Siblings include three sisters —
Jerry Dodd of Monte Vista, Carol
Jones of Alaska, Connie (Dan)

Coleman of Gillette, Wyo., and
only brother, Rocky (Clarice)
Jones of McAllen, Texas, as well
as numerous nieces, nephews, and
extended family and friends.

He was greatly loved by all who
knew him. His absence will be felt
by all.

Panda was a Giver of Life. He
was an organ donor and that will
bless the lives of 15 people. He
has also been an avid blood donor
since 1980. At the time of his death,
he received 20-30 units of blood.

Contributions may be given in his
memory and longtime commitment to
blood donation to www.Vitalant.org.

Cremation was performed and a
Celebration of Life will be held at
11a.m.onMay 22,2021, at the First
Christian Church/Grace and Mercy
Bible Fellowship, 200 Washington
St, Monte Vista.

Rogers Family Mortuary is
in care of the arrangements. To
leave online condolences, tributes,
remembrances and words of
comfort for Craig’s family, please
visit www.RogersFunerals.com.
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YOUR NIGHT SKY

OPINION & EDITORIAL

Northern Crown
By DARLENE DANKO

very bright. Try looking at it with binoculars

to see what you can see there.

some of you got to
see them.

1GOTJUST
WHATINEEDED
FOR MOTHER'S DAY
—ANOTHERFAIR /.
OF HANDS!

This constellation is visible now through
October and is high in the east. It’s also
called Corona Borealis. It’s a semi circle
of 7 stars located between the bright stars
Arcturus and Vega.

To find it, first look for Arcturus which
is the bright star high up in the SE. Then
look a little to the NE until you find the 7
stars that form a half circle. It represents the
crown worn by a princess. Once you find
it, it will be easy to find again.

It actually contains a number of double
stars and interesting variables. It also
contains a huge cluster of more than 400
galaxies called ABELL 2065, but because
it’s 1.5 billion LY from us, none of them are

Change Your Drawers

Afteryoufind thatone,look abouthalfway
to the NE to find the bright star Vega, which
is part of the constellation Lyra the Harp.
It’s also close to the Milky Way. Although
it’s a small constellation, Vega is one of the
brightest stars in our sky.

This constellation has been known for a
very long time, and is represented by LYRE
which is a stringed musical instrument.
Vega also forms one corner of the Summer
Triangle. That’s how bright it is.

The Lyrid meteor shower radiates
from a point close to this constellation.
Unfortunately I didn’t get to see it this year
because our sky was cloudy every night and
early morning. By the time the clouds went
away, the full moon shined. But I hope that

Vegais25LY from 4§
us. It’s a white star
that’s 50 times more luminous than our Sun.
Currently it’s low in the sky, but each month
will rise higher until its high over head. It’1l
be visible from May through September.

It’s also very bright and is visible even
when the moon is out. Close to Vega is a
multiple star system called Epsilon Lyra
Quadruples. Seeif' you can find them. Since
Vega is in the constellation Lyra the Harp,
it’s sometimes called the Harp Star.

So go out when the sky is clear and
dark, and see if you can find both of these
constellations. The new moon is May 11
givingus adark sky toobserve. Don’tforget
tolook forthe EtaAquarid meteorsinthe SE.

LETTERS

This has happened infrequently
during the past nine years that Trixie
and I have co-habituated. That’s co-
habituated. Even though we have
been cohabitating, too, the prior is
more like it as we have really had to
get used to one another, more than
anything else.

And it looks like we are either
truly meant to be together or just
are kind of stuck together now. It’s
oft been said that it’s maybe better
to drink the poison you know than
start afresh on a different potion and
that may just be what keeps people
together after all.

Miss Trixie finally returned after ten
days away and the only real questions
[ had to answer this time was how
did the expensive omelet spatula
handle disintegrated and why didn’t
O’ Dutch have more dirty clothes.

The first is explained easily. I am
a man.

The second question seems a bit
strange. I thought that most women
would be glad if their man had less
dirty clothes for the week. I really
have no idea except it did rain most
of the week and shorts and no shirt
were the order of the day around the
house for OI’ Dutch and hence, not
a lot of laundry.

And wouldn’t you know it, Trixie
had to return to nursing duty again
this week leaving me to fend for
myself once again. Her greatest
nightmare, it seems.

This time, however, I noticed
a distinct difference after she had
gone. Now, instead of leaving OI’
Dutch to a life of the unknown and
helpless living, Miss Trixie has seen
fit to leave instructions, some of
them even written in indelible ink
on a plastic bowl.

I am so thankful for all that
thoughtful direction as [ am not sure
how OI’ Dutch ever got along without
Trixie back in the days of old.I mean
now I have food all lined out for me,
meal by meal, and even some kind
of idea about how many shirts I need
to dirty to make her happy.

Another thing I have noticed is
that Miss Trixie cleans the house
up good and tidy before she leaves.

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Her mom taught her that as Momma
would bake pies and clean the house
before going in for surgery. All in
preparation for her dying under the
knife so thather husband would have
pies to remember her by and the
relatives would find a clean house
for the wake.

So tonight, at my home, it’s clean
sheets, a sparkling bathtub and sinks
you could eat out of for O’ Dutch.
The floors are double swept, the
trash is in the barrel outside and the
larder is full.

Ol’ Dutch does have a plan to keep
Trixie happy when she returns this
time including a few dishes left in
the sink and if I come up short on
dirty clothes, I will use some clean
shirts for towels after I shower. That
ought to make her happy?

And I can also follow the advice
all mothers have passed along for
generations and always make sure I
have on clean underwear at all times,
thus, creating more laundry. Of course,
they said that was in case we are in an
accident. Which is pretty much bogus
advice as any accident will surely find
us with less than pristine drawers.
Maybe they justneeded more washing
to feel needed like Trixie?

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Election controversy

Editor,

In a rather odd attempt at damage
control,Dominion Voting Systems has
apparently decided it was necessary
to issue an “official statement,”
throughout the state of Colorado,
regarding the Intelligence Community
assessment on foreign threats to
the 2020 election. The IC (whose
directors were recently appointed by
the Biden administration) concluded
there was no foreign interference
involved and implied the machines
were secure, even though the report
did not deny the machines were
connected tothe internet. They further
concluded that the public claims of

foreign interference were baseless
and false and there was “noevidence”
of foreign intervention. Maybe we
should ask: Where is the evidence
from the Intelligence Community to
back up their claims?

After reading the statement it
seemed only fair to offer Colorado
a different viewpoint backed up
by an extensive amount of factual
data, videos, witnesses and sworn
affidavits to refute the claims of the
Intelligence Community. Former
Trump administration DNI director
John Ratcliffe, filed a report on Jan.
18,2021, officially confirming foreign
interference in the 2020 election. In

December of 2020 Ratcliffe was
quoted by CBS as saying: “There
was foreign election interference by
China, Iran,and Russia in November
of this year.”

If you want to hear the flip side
of this controversy and what really
happened in the 2020 election, watch
this 16-minute video on Rumble and
decide for yourself which side is
telling the truth. This video is pure
data and loaded with evidence. It
also reflects the opinions of some
American voters, go to Rumble.com,
type the word Unmasked in the search
window and hit search.

Mike Cowan, Saguache

Pleased with Biden’s first 100 days

Editor,

I am very pleased with the first
100 days of our new President, Joe
Biden. I have benefitted first-hand
from his COVID-19 Relief Plan. I
was a recipient of the stimulus funds
and have spent the money to help
spur our economy. I am incredibly
happy with being fully vaccinated in
the first 100 days. It also pleases me
to see our rural communities getting
back to normal in a safe manner that
is bringing new businesses to our
communities.

My wife and I are feeling confident

to open our own new business. We
would not have even thought about
this back in December of 2020. But
due to proper management of the
pandemic, we feel very confident in
our ability to open a shop that will
not only survive; but thrive in years
to come.

I know not everyone voted for
Biden. When Trump first took office,
I told myself I was going to give him
a chance to do well. Isn’t that what
we want any of our presidents to do
for all of us? I hope that people who
supported Trump can change their

attitudes for at least the first year
and give Biden a chance instead of
continuing campaign mode by waving
Trump flags for the next four years.
I genuinely believe that President
Biden is trying to bring unity to our
country, but we have to give him
a chance to do so by changing our
attitudes and allowing us to heal as
a country. We might be opponents in
election years,but we are notenemies.
We just have to acknowledge that we
willnotalways agree oneverything. ..

and that is OK.
Carlos R. Lopez, Trinidad

National Day of Prayer is May 6

Editor,

The Ministerial Association of
Monte Vista invites you to join us for
a time of prayer and intercession at
Chapman Park on May 6 from 6 to 7
p-m. We will join with others around
our Nation on this National Day of
Prayer as we humbly ask for God’s
mercy, forgiveness, and blessing.

The Scripture for this year’s Day
of Prayer is from 2 Corinthians 3:17
“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty.”

We desire God’s blessing on our
Nation so that we may continue to
enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Even as our Nation
stumbles in the darkness, there is
hope in the light of Jesus Christ.
Our God is merciful! Healing
and restoration are promised in
2 Chronicles 7:14 for those who
humbly repent and seek the Lord. We

will also be praying for protection
and guidance for our local and
national leaders and all those who
serve our community and Nation.
Please pray for this event and for
all other prayer gatherings that the
Spirit of the Lord will bring His
people together as we lift our Nation
and our world in prayer. Lord, please
pour out Your LOVE, LIFE, AND
LIBERTY!
Ministerial Association of Monte Vista
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COVID-19 cases rise to
103 in the San Luis Valley

STAFF REPORT

SAN LUIS VALLEY -—
COVID-19 cases continue to
rise in the San Luis Valley. As of
Monday afternoon, May 3, there
werel03 known active cases of
COVID-19in the San Luis Valley.
This data is being updated every
Monday and Thursday at www.
slvphp.com/slv-regional-covid-
dial.

* Alamosa County — 52

* Conejos County — 25

* Costilla County — 1

* Mineral County — 1

* Rio Grande County — 15

* Saguache County — 9

Rising case numbers have
resultedinariseinhospitalizations.

“As of 3 p.m. on Monday,
May 3, 2021, the SLV Health
Regional Medical Center reported
that hospitalizations over the
weekend rose to eight COVID
positive patients, several who
were in serious condition, several
who will be able to go home, and
more being admitted throughout
the day. The numbers have not
been this high since the last spike
in February. The positivity rate
reported from the laboratory and
increased calls to the respiratory
clinic also align with the growing
number of positive cases in the
area. With upcoming graduation
and spring events at the schools,
the hospital leadership is highly
encouraging everyone to get their
COVID-19 vaccine as soon as
possible to help prevent the spread
of this highly contagious disease,”
said Donna Wehe, SLVH Director
of Communications.

For the first time in several
months, the region’s positivity
rate is 6.5%, which is an indicator
that a significant number of cases
are probably going undetected.

If people have symptoms of
COVID-19, officials state they
should get screened for testing
by calling one of these testing
providers:

e Rio Grande Hospital, 719-
657-4990

* SLV Health Respiratory Clinic,
719-589-3000 ext. 9

* Valley-Wide Health Systems,
719-589-3658 ext. 4 (Monday-
Friday),719-589-2562 (Saturday-
Sunday)

As of May 2, 52% of eligible
San Luis Valley residents have not
received a COVID-19 vaccine. A
little less than half of SLV residents
have received a vaccine, and
39.7% have completed the vaccine
regimen for maximum protection.

Right now, everyone age 16
and above is eligible. Officials
anticipate that the age limit will
drop soon to 12 years old.

The level of vaccine use in the
community is not high enough
to provide community-level
protection against the spread of the
virus,SLV officials stated. Wearing
masks and social distancing,
especially if people have not
received a vaccine yet, are still
important precautions.

Local public health agencies
report that new cases are in all age
groups and settings, but they are
seeing fewer cases among people
over the age of 50, which is to be
expected given that more older
people have been vaccinated than
younger people.

Single-dose Johnson and
Johnson vaccines are available.
If you preferasingle-dose vaccine,
contact your local public health
department. To sign up to receive
a COVID-19 vaccine, contact one
of the local providers at www.
slvphp.com.
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month and the San Luis valley Behavioral Health Group provides several
tips and tricks on its social media platforms.

HEALTH

Continued from Page 1A

of a mental illness as listed from the
National Alliance on Mental Illness
are, excessive worry or fear, confused
thinking or problems concentrating,
extreme mood changes, changes in
sleeping habits, avoiding friends or
social activities. Having one of these
things doesn’t mean a person is in a
mental health crisis but that it could
be a good time to talk to a doctor about
what they are feeling.

Mental Health Awareness Month
isn’tabout telling people to go gethelp.
Itis about making this topic OK to talk
about. Itis about reminding people that
it’s OK to not be OK some days, and
it’s OK to ask for help.

practical nurse, a licensed or certified
addictioncounselor,and apeerrecovery
coach. This unit covers a lot of the
Valley’s outlying towns such as Del
Norte, South Fork, Saguache, La Jara,
Antonito, San Luis and Fort Garland.
This has become a great option for
wraparound services that some of the
smaller communities had to travel
to Alamosa to receive. Residents in
those outlying areas often couldn’t or
wouldn’t make the trip so the mental
health or substance abuse struggles
went untreated. To connect with
San Luis Valley Behavioral Health
contact:719-589-3671 to schedule an
appointment or learn about services,”

said Courtney Arthur, Victims Advocate
forRio Grande County Sheriff’s Office.

Coloradoisalsoluckyenoughtohave
the Colorado Crisis Services, which is
a 24-hour hotline for call or text and
serves as another great resource. The
hotline number is 844-493-8255, or
text TALK to 38255.

When it comes to lack of knowledge
onatopicalotofthe timeitis because the
topic just isn’t talked about. If only 44%
of adultsstruggling withmental health get
help, experts say something is missing.
They say signs and symptoms are being
missed, brushing them off as just another
bad day or a result of a bad night’s sleep.

Some of the most common signs
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HVCC Community nght is May 13

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Hello community members! Can
you believe there are only two weeks
left of program before we break for
summer? May will be spent finishing
up soccer, practicing circus tricks on
Fridays,learning about jobs around the
Valley and lots of fun activities during
our weekday High Valley Community
Center programming.

To celebrate the end to another
school year,we wouldlove to welcome
all community members, friends,
and family members to attend our
Community Night on Thursday, May
13 at 5 p.m. at the HVCC Gym, 810
Oak St. Enjoy some complimentary
refreshments as you mingle with other
guests and watch the younger kiddos’
circus performance at 6 p.m. We are
looking forward to hosting you!

Despite the windy days, the kids
have been enjoying their practices and
soccer games. Our final kindergarten
through second grade game will be on
Tuesday,May 4 in Del Norte. The final
game for the third- and fourth-graders
will be on Saturday, May 8, in Del
Norte and the fifth- and sixth-graders’
final game will follow. Immediately
following soccer, our baseball season
will begin! Baseball registration is
available through the HVCC website.
We are welcoming children aged 5 to
12 to participate. Practices will start
on May 17.

Any youth in seventh grade or older
are welcome to join our Summer
Junior Staff Program. Registration for
future junior staff members is at www.
thehvce.org/summer.

This week’s HVCC theme for the
kids was “College.” For one of our
college-related activities, “Reach for
the Stars,” the kids drew theirhandona
piece of paper and wrote their goals in
the stars. The kids also built their own
paper graduation caps, constructed
towers, and created a chain reaction
with popsicle sticks. This week a staff
member recognized Carlos for helping
a friend during program. Thank you,
Carlos for your kind gesture. Keep up
the good work!

Last week the College and
Exploration Series was centered
around agriculture. The older children
toured Brandon and Sheldon Rocky’s
potato farm outside of Center and
then to Jason and Paloma Maestas’s

SHERIFF

Continued from Page 1A ——
for me,” said McDonald.

Through the leasing program
the department can purchase the
vehicles outright after making the
lease payments. The program is also
designed to make it so that the vehicle
can be replaced when needed by
replacing the oldest of the vehicles
each year.

“This allows us to replace the oldest
vehicles in a rotational program well
into the future so that we will always
have up to date equipment for our
department,” McDonald said. “When
you consider that our deputies can
travel high speeds in dangerous
situations, we need to know that the
vehicles they are in are safe for them
and our public.”

The sheriff made it a priority to not
only update vehicles but has worked
diligently to bring the department
into the 21% century and enhance
technology throughout the facility.
Between new computers, new office
equipment, new technology for jail
services and more, the department is
now functioning smoother and more
efficiently.

McDonald is confident the
departmentis well onits way tohaving
everything it needs to best serve the
community and has set his sights on
potentially seeking a new building.

aquaponics farm, I Choose Family
Farms near Alamosa. The kids had a
great time touring both facilities and
learning more about agriculture. Thank
you to Sheldon, Brandon, Jason and
Paloma for graciously opening up your
facilities to our group of kiddos and
educating them about your businesses.

This week, representatives from

the Forest Service, BLM, Rio Grande
County government, Rio Grande
Public Health, the Del Norte Fire
Department, National Guard and
the Rio Grande Hospital all came to
HVCC to discuss their careers and
spend time with the kids. Thank you
to everyone who came out to discuss
their work experience with the kids.

Courtesy photos

High Valley Community Center is finishing up the last two weeks of the

2020-2021 school season and have been busy learning about different
jobsherein the Valley. Students have also spent their days playing soccer

and participating in several different activities with HVCC.

-

Stephanie Posorske
Certified Nurse Midwife

Certified Lactation Counselor

San Luis Valley

HEALT

"I now feel very
comfortable telling
patients that are
pregnant, lactating, or
considering pregnancy
to get vaccinated. |
wouldn't tell people to
get vaccinated if there
was any hesitation on
my part to do so while
pregnant.”
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CRESTONE HAPPENINGS

By GINNY DUCALE

CRESTONE — Big things are happening
in Crestone this month, primarily on May 14
and 15, when there will be at least three events
open to the public.

Dark Sky Community Event

To start, the International Dark-Sky
Association (IDA) has given its conditional
endorsement to Crestone’s nomination to
become certified as an international Dark Sky
Community.

To introduce the nomination, Crestone’s
first-ever Dark Sky Community Event
celebration will take place Friday, May 14
and Saturday, May 15.

The event begins May 14 with Jill
Elzey’s Songbirds, Shumei International’s
Taiko Drummers, a story about the
motto “We are Children of the Stars,”

music by singer-songwriter Michael
Tiernan, and finally a tour of the
nighttime sky conducted by Shane Burns,
Colorado College Physics Professor and
Astrophysicist.

The night sky will be projected on a large
screen identifying and describing several
constellations and planets and more, in the
dark of the night. The event will be held at
the Colorado College — Baca Campus, 1
Baca Campus Rd., Moffat, and will start at
7:45 p.m. and end at 9:45 p.m. Bring chairs
and blankets.

From 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturday, May
14 in downtown Crestone, the Dark Sky
celebration continues with music, local artists,
food and drink, kids’ activities, crafts and a
beer garden.

Go to the website darkskycrestone.com, for
more information.

Crestone Gardening Festival

Also on Saturday, May 15, the 4th annual
Crestone Gardening Festival will take place at
the Crestone Community Garden. This event
will offer all that relates to gardening with soil
sales, pre-ordered straw sales,on May 14, and
then on May 15 fresh garden seedlings and
starts offered for sale by residents.

Talks,demonstrations and workshops will be
given by local members of Crestone’s gardening
community. Two participatory art projects are
planned. There will be a children’s area with
games. There will also be food and music.

The Crestone Community Gardenis located
on Alder Street, in the Little Shepherd in the
Hills Episcopal Church yard.

Four films will be shown on subjects like
restoration and reforestation, soil building,
community building and bringing moisture
to a dry area.

If you have something to offer or to sell,
call 719-849-8081.

PermaPeaceFest

The PermaPeaceFest begins during the
Gardening Festival and continues for two
weeks.

The PermaPeaceFest is 18 days of learning
and collaborating around permaculture
practices and actions.

The goals are to plant six food forests in
Crestone to feed people in need and to become
food resilient. Between May 16 and 28, the
Permaculture Olympics will be held at six
different sites where the plan is to create
food forests.

During these Olympics, volunteers can
camp, learn, and earn free tickets to the
main festival on May 29 and 30. Visit
permapeacefest.earth, for more information.

SAGUACHE COUNTY
SHERIFF REPORT

SAGUACHECOUNTY
— The following
information was provided
by the Saguache County
Sheriff’s Office for the
period between April 26
and May 2, 2021.

The Sheriff’s
Department’s activity on
the road included two
traffic stops,two abandoned
vehicles, one crash with
property damage and one
motorist assist.

Inaddition, staffrecorded
four cases of criminal
mischief, three cases of theft, four cases of trespassing, one case of
harassment, one stolen vehicle case, one VIN inspection, two cases of
suspicious activity, one case stolen property, one case of assault, one
animal problem case, one mental subject report, one suicidal subject
report and four welfare checks.

They also monitored 14 controlled burns, provided information 11
times, assisted four citizens, and served a warrant.

Arrests

* Leroy Nicholas Torres, 31, Center, violation of protection order
and stalking.

e Andrew Tyler Mundell, 29, Moffat, unlawful possession of a
controlled substance and possession of drug paraphernalia.

* MaObdulia Franco-Gonzalez,52,Manteca, Calif.,abuse of acorpse
and child abuse acts with criminal negligence.

* John Henery Robertson, 32, Lenexa, Kan., abuse of a corpse and
child abuse acts with criminal negligence.

» Jason Castillo, abuse of a corpse and child abuse acts with criminal
negligence.

* Ryan James Kramer, 30, Moffat, abuse of a corpse and child abuse
acts with criminal negligence.

* Sarah Elaine Rudolph, 35, Moffat, abuse of a corpse and child abuse
acts with criminal negligence.

 Karin Raymond, 23, Corry, Pa., abuse of a corpse and child abuse
acts with criminal negligence.

* Christopher Glen Royer, 35, Alamosa, abuse of a corpse and child
abuse acts with criminal negligence.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

HARPWOOP FLOOCKS'S ep & INSTALLEY

DERRICK RICHARDSON N : VETERAN OWNED &
720.503.1200 OPERATED
REDTAILHARDWOODLLC@GMAIL.COM : 0 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Saguache County: Notice of
Valuations to be sent out

By PETER PETERSON

Saguache County Assessor
The Saguache County Assessor’s
Office will be mailing out Notices
of Valuation on May 1, 2021, to all
owners of real property in Saguache
County as required by law. It is
mandated we do this every other year
whichis called areappraisal year. The
law requires us to appraise all real
property at a June 30, 2020, level of
value which is determined by using
all qualified sales for the two years
prior (July 1,2018, to June 30,2020).
There are three approaches to
value: Market, Income, and Cost.
The Tabor Amendment mandates
only the market approach can be
used for residential valuation with
all other classifications including,
commercial,agricultural,etc.eligible
to use any of the approaches to value
depending on use. Upon receiving
your Notice of Valuation, please
review it and let us know if there are

any discrepancies in our information
suchas classification, square footage,
year built, etc. You have until June 1
to file a protest with the Assessor’s
Office.

Due to COVID restrictions, if you
plan to appeal in person, we ask that
you call first to make an appointment.
Thisis your opportunity to assistusin
ensuring your information is correct
in our database. Instructions for
protesting are on the back side of your
notice. In short, if our sales analysis
for the two-year period mentioned
above indicates prices paid were
higher than the previous reappraisal
year, most property owners will see
an increase in their value.

If prices were lower, then there
will be a decrease in value. This also
applies to vacant land. Your property
taxes are determined by the sum of
the various mill levies in your district
applied to your assessed value which
includes everything from schools to

Lihraries

Your assessed value for residential
properties as per Colorado state law
is determined by multiplying your
actual value by 7.15%; all other
property classifications are assessed at
29% of actual value. This explanation
isavery detailed and rigorous process
which is overseen yearly by State-
appointed auditors. The auditors,
by the way, have given our office an
excellent evaluation six years in a
row, and it reflects the passion and
dedication of the Assessor’s Staff.

We hope this information s helpful.
Investmentinone’s property is usually
the largest you make in a lifetime and
we here at the Assessor’s Office
understand that and are always ready
answer any questions or concerns
you may have. You can also go our
website at www.saguachecounty.
colorado.gov , click on the Assessor
Tab under the department header to
access your information on Eagle
Web or Parcel Viewer.
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Correction

Some of the names in our SLV Graduates
section were listed incorrect, these are the
correct names. We apologize for the error.

Centennial Hisgh School

/

o —

Leon Medina

=

Anasta5|a Salcido

Elisa Sanchez

Alexandria Taylor

Alexia Valdez

Alexander Vazquez

Congregate meal sites open throughout Valley

STAFF REPORT

South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., the
local Area Agency on Aging serving older
adults 60 and over, recently announced dine-in
congregate meals are available at meal sites
around the San Luis Valley.

For people not feeling comfortable with
dine-in, they continue to prepare grab-and-
go meals for pickup at these meal sites.
Reservations are required for both dine-in

provided, questions or concerns, call 719-
589-4511 or visit at 1116 3rd St., Alamosa.
Reservations can also be made at meal sites.

Meal Sites

e Alamosa — 12-12:30 p.m., Monday-
Friday, 92 Colorado Ave. (Alamosa Senior
Center)

e Antonito — 12-12:30 p.m., Monday-
Friday,701 Main St. (Antonito Senior Center)

e Del Norte— 12-12:30 p.m., Monday-

Senior C
e San Luis —

Senior Center)

p-m., Monday-Friday, 1101
Salazar, (Costilla County

e Center — 11:45 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., Monday-
Friday, 138 S Worth (Center
Housing Authority)

Friday, 311 Washington St., (Tri-County p.m., Friday only, Fort Garland Community

» Center

Suggested voluntary donation of
$3 per meal is appreciated.
Donations can be made at
meal sites or mailed to South-
Central Colorado Seniors, Area
Agency on Aging, P.O. Box
639, Alamosa, CO 81101.
Donations continue to help

12-12:30

as well as grab-and-go meals.

All meals are provided by South-Central
Colorado Seniors, Inc. For reservations or
more information regarding all services

Friday, 630 Spruce (Pioneer United Church)
eLaJara — 12-12:30 p.m.,Monday-Friday,
413 Main St. (Northerners Senior Center
* Monte Vista — 12-12:30 p.m., Monday-

Minors arrested following
prank armed robbery

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Two minors
were arrested Sunday, May 2,
following a prank armed robbery,
the Monte Vista Police Department
reported.

At approximately 2:15 p.m. on
Sunday, MVPD received a 911
call regarding an armed robbery
in the 400 block of Washington
Street. Officers met with two
juvenile victims who reported a
male, wearing a black hoodie and
an orange ski mask robbed them at
gunpoint of money.

An emergency notification was
sent to the surrounding area where
acitizen reported seeing the suspect
run through an alley.

Officers located a ski mask
matching the description in an alley
in the 500 block of Washington
Street, MVPD reported.

After further investigation,
officers determined one of the
victims and another juvenile staged
the robbery as a prank to scare the
other victim. Officers recovered a
black BB gun, which resembled a
real gun.

Two juveniles were taken into
custody on suspicion of attempted
aggravated robbery, felon menacing
and obstructing a police officer
charges. The Alamosa County
Sheriff’s Office tracking K9
responded and helped track the
route of the suspect.

The Alamosa County Sheriff’s
Office and the Colorado State
Patrol assisted the Monte Vista
Police Department. The Monte
Vista Police Department appreciates
the assistance from the citizen
in locating the mask used in the
robbery.

e Saguache — 11:45a.m.-
12:15 p.m., Monday-Friday, 605
Christy, (DSS Building)

e Blanca/Fort Garland — 11:45a.m.-12:15

sustain this service.
For people in need of

homebound meals, call 719-

589-4511 for assistance.

PuBLIC NOTICES

Size: each lot is 50 * by 130.38”
Minimum Bid: $35,000
Deposit: 10% of bid amount

Town of Saguache Public Notice for Sale of Real Property
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Saguache Board of Trustees will receive sealed
bids to purchase the following surplus Town-owned real property:

Address/Location: Town of Saguache, 305 9™ Street, Saguache Colorado, 81149
Lot/Block: 1 and 2 in Block 30 ( Also known as 305 9" Street)

The property will be sold on an “as-is” basis, without any warranties of any kind and has a
minimum bid reserve. All bids must be received by 12:00 PM, May 7, 2021 to be consid-
ered. For information and full bid packet please contact Iris Garcia, Town Administrator
at 719-655-2232 or by email at townclerk@townofsaguache.org.

No. 1592 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, April 22 and 29 and May 6, 2021.

Have Confidence Every
Day of Your Life!

God has a great plan for each
person’s life, and He wants us to
enjoy every day of our lives. But we
can’t do it if we live in fear and lack
confidence. Confidence is the belief
that you’re able to do what you need to
do or what you want to do. God gives
us confidence, but we need to know
how to access it by faith.

God-given confidence is actually
the grace of God. We usually hear
grace defined as God’s undeserved
favor or God doing something for you
that you don’t deserve. But it’s really
more than that.

It was life-changing for me to learn
that grace is also God’s power, freely
given to me, to enable me to do with
ease what I could never do on my own
with any amount of struggle or effort.

Think about this for a minute.
Everyone who accepts Christ as their
Savior is taught that we’re saved by
grace through faith. Ephesians 2:8
(ESV) says, “For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of
God.”

But the same way we are saved is
the way we are supposed to live. In
other words, once we are born again,
God wants us to do everything in life
by grace through faith.

This has been one of the greatest
revelations of my life. I remember
how exciting it was to realize that God
is not just there to help us when we
have an emergency. God wants to be
involved in every single thing we do
on a day-to-day basis.

There’s nothing you’re involved
in that God doesn’t care about, and
He wants you to pray and ask Him to
help you with every detail of your life.
He doesn’t want you to live striving
in your own effort to do anything.
God wants to be your close, personal,
intimate friend.

I was a Christian for years before I
learned how to access God’s grace—

His power—to live my everyday life.
First,] had to get an understanding that
once I was saved, God didn’t expect
me to live right by my own strength.

Just as I couldn’t “earn” salvation
through my own works or effort, I
also couldn’t really change my heart
or behavior in my own strength. Jesus
says in John 15:4 (NIV), “No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me.”

Every day we need to come to God
and tell Him, “God, I can do nothing
without You. Nothing in my life is
going to work without You. Apart
rom You, there is nothing good in me.
My confidence is in You. I need You
all the time. I believe You and trust
You, Lord.”

When we humble ourselves before
God and ask Him for help, we can
access His grace through faith.

To help you do that, I want to share
three things that commonly short-
circuit our faith, cutting off our access
to God’s power: complaining, self-pity
and pride.

1. Complaining is a negative attitude
that keeps us from being thankful
for all God has done, what He’s
doing, and what He will do. It is a
sin we need to repent of, and then
be determined to thank God in all
things, at all times. His grace and
blessings always outweigh the
things we think are wrong in our life.

2. Self-pity is simply a “poor me”
attitude. It is a form of idolatry
because it causes you to focus on
yourself and think, “What about
me?” But we can’t be pitiful and
powerful at the same time, so let’s
decide to give up all self-pity.

3. Pride takes credit for what God has
done and steals His glory. It makes
us independent of God, and we can’t
bear good fruit apart from Christ.

Before I learned how to live my
life by God’s grace, I was a mess. I

Moving Up Higher
with

Jovce
Me);rer

was a nagging wife, manipulative and
controlling. And I wasn’t satisfied
living like that. Then God helped
me by opening my eyes to see that [
couldn’t really change until I started
taking His Word seriously, trusting
Him to change me.

When I made a firm decision to
pray and study the Word in areas I was
weak until the truth made me strong,
then God’s grace gave me the power
I needed to overcome the things that
were wrong. And I keep going forward
in my journey with God the same way
today.

God has all the power you need to
do anything you need to do. He loves
you and wants to give you His power
to live your everyday life with joy.
Lean on Him with absolute trust in His
wisdom and goodness, and you’ll live
with God-given confidence!

For more on this topic, order
Joyce’s five-teaching CD series Bold,
Confident & Courageous. You can
also contact us to receive our free
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life,
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting
WWW_joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She
has authored 130 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
her newest devotional QUIET TIMES
WITH GOD (FaithWords). She hosts
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TV programs, which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit www.joycemeyer.
org.

Please note: The views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the respective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce
Meyer Ministries.




Page 8A

Center Post-Dispatch

Thursday, May 6, 2021

BODY

Continued from Page 1A

April 28, deputies with the
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office
served a search warrant at a
private residence in Moffat, where
they found the deceased body
of a woman believed to be Amy
Carlson, who was the leader of a
religious group known as “Love
Has Won” and went by the name
“Mother God.”

The arrest warrant, obtained on
Friday from the Saguache County
Clerk’s office, stated that Miguel
Lamboy, who made the initial
report, knew the deceased woman
as Lia Carlson. When asked to
confirm the identity of the woman
as Amy Carlson, Saguache County
Sheriff Dan Warwick, emphatically
stated no positive identification
had been made by the coroner at
this time and he was reluctant to
comment any further, given that
the investigation is still ongoing.
Warwick has had frequent
interactions with members
of the group including Amy
Carlson.

However, when pushed to answer
if he was familiar with the name
Lia Carlson, Warwick said, “Yes,
[ know who she is.”

When asked if Amy Carlson had
ever beenknown as Lia Carlson, he
said, “Yes, I think she has,” stating
again that there was “no factual
basis until the coroner identifies
the remains.”

The arrest warrant also listed the
birthday of Lia Carlson as Nov. 30,
1975.According to the “About me”
section on the “Love Has Won”
website, that is the same date of
birth as Amy Carlson.

Lamboy, according to the arrest
warrant, is believed to be a member
of “Love Has Won.” He lives with
his 2-year-old son in the house in
Moffat. According to the warrant,
Lamboy said he spent all day
Wednesday, April 27, running
errands that took him from Moffat
to Montrose and then Denver before
returning to his home where he
said, “people were needing a place
to stay.”

Lamboy said that Thursday
morning, he left the house and
drove to Denver and then Buena
Vista. When he returned home, he
found the body of a woman who
he said he knew as Lia Carlson.
He said Carlson’s skin was “grey
in color” and “her eyes were
missing,” adding that she was
wrapped in a sleeping bag and
appeared “mummified” with “her

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

teeth exposed through her lips.”

Atthat point, Lamboy attempted
to leave with his son, but the people
staying with him would not allow
him to take the child. Lamboy then
left and drove to Salida where he
reported the death of a woman to the
Salida Police Department (SPD).
Salida PD immediately contacted
the Sheriff’s Office in Saguache
which obtained a search warrant
for Lamboy’s residence.

According to the arrest warrant,
deputies found the “mummified
remains” of Carlson on a bed in
a back bedroom, wrapped in a
sleeping bag. There was “glitter
type makeup around the eyes,”
and her body was “decorated with
Christmas lights” and “set up in
some type of shrine.”

When making the report to SPD,
Lamboy said he believed the people
had transported the remains to his
house from California, adding
that the vehicle they showed up
in was a Nissan Rogue. SCSO
deputies found Nissan Rogue on the
property with license plates from
California and, when looking in
through the window, saw the rear-
passenger seat “in a way consistent
with someone transporting the
mummified remains.”

The arrest warrant stated that
“Love Has Won” is known to
“take in people from all over the
world” and the “Saguache County
Sheriff’s Office has received many
complaints from families in the
United States saying that the group
is brainwashing people and taking
their money.”

When asked, Sheriff Warwick
said that he had “had calls from
family members of people in the
group who were concerned about
them” but “there was never any
criminal activity.”

“Love Has Won” reportedly
began roughly 15 years ago. It is
not a new name to many in the San
Luis Valley, which may lead some
to believe the group is primarily
local.

The group’s Facebook page has
close to 20,000 followers with page
managers located in the United
States, Mexico and Slovenia.
Daily livestream events appear
on Facebook, featuring a specific
group of followers, who, in twos
and threes, deliver messages that
last two and three hours. Those
people appear to be streaming
from various places, including
South Africa and Australia, and the
messages are delivered in several
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The focus of the group is entirely
based around “Mother God,” who
claims that she is 19 billion years
old and has been reincarnated over
580 times. In past lives, she says,
she was Jesus Christ, Joan of Arc
and Marilyn Monroe. Carlson
claims she is here to save the planet
and will ultimately lead 144,000
enlightened people from this world
to a mystical fifth dimension. She
also declares that “there is no
free will,” and those who do not
worship her will be “recycled” to
a burning sun.

According to family members,
who were interviewed on a two-part
segment of the “Dr. Phil Show,”
prior to becoming “Mother God,”
Carlson was a three-time-married
mother of three children who was
working at McDonald’s. And then,
in 2006, she left it all behind to
fulfill, what Carlson describes as,
“her mission on earth.”

In addition to “Mother God,”
there is Castillo, who goes by the
name “Father God” or Lucifer.
Like Carlson, Castillo has his own
pre-Love Has Won history, which,
according to a short documentary
that aired on Vice,included run-ins
with the law for drunken driving,
breaking and entering and neglect
of achild.In other videos thathave
surfaced, Castillo appears to have
been responsible for “disciplining”
some of the followers.

“Love Has Won” describes itself
as a religious organization but
many, including both observers
and former followers, claim the
group functions more as a cult.
Former followers report being
regularly limited to 4-5 hours of
sleep, banned from sitting down for

long periods of time and allowed
to only eat a certain amount of
food. There are also videos that
have surfaced, some of which show
Carlson screaming into the camera
and verbally abusing members
of the group for failures, such as
bringing her the wrong kind of
Italian food.

Nonetheless, those who are still
believers in “Mother God” are
quick to explain the videos away,
stating they were taken out of
context or are demonstrations of
how others — who are driven by
their egos — fail to understand
the pain Mother God experiences
as she “carries the hurt of us all.”

“Love Has Won” left the Crestone
area when an incident occurred
involving the banishment of a new
member to the desert where he was
left, naked, to fend for himself.
His family, concerned when they

couldn’t find him, came searching
for him and found him, three days
after being abandoned, severely
dehydrated and disoriented.

Part of the group — including
Carlson, Castillo and Lombay —
traveled to Hawaii where, as was
reportedina Sept.9,2020, edition of
the Valley Courier,a group of roughly
100 protesters demanded they leave.
The group resurfaced in Mt. Shasta
where, according to coverage in the
local news, they received aless-than-
welcoming reception.

It is not known at this time where
Carlson, Castillo and other members
of the group went after Mt. Shasta
or when she passed away.

When asked if he was aware
that members of “Love Has Won”
had returned to the Crestone area,
Sheriff Warwick replied, “When
did they come back? Some of them
never left.”
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mid-July event will be announced soon.

By LyNDSIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — South Fork’s
Loggers Days event is being planned
for July. Exact dates are still being
worked out by the committee.

South Fork has a rich history
surrounding the logging industry
and for over 20 years the town has

Events such as ax throwing, crosscut competitions and fun activities
make this annual event not one to be missed. More details about the

South Fork Logger Days
confirmed for July 2021

embraced its historical heritage

Courtesy photos

LTED NATIONS
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Photo courtesy of Adams State University

Pictured, left to right, the Adams State Model United Nations team Lizz Serna, Aaliyah Garcia, Makayla
Huffman, Ben Key, Zoe Serrano, Courtney Hocking, and Mari Centeno, Ph.D., team faculty advisor.

ASU Model United Nations team out does
international competition once again

through the annual event. Last year,
due to COVID-19 safety precau-
tions, the event was canceled but
hopes are high that year’s event can
move forward with some additional
precautions in place.

Please see LOGGER on Page 2

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The Adams State
University Model United Nations
team once again shows up and
stands out at the annual international
collegiate Model United Nations
conference.

The team participated in the virtual

event last week and received Distin-
guished Delegation, the second-place
award for the entire conference.
According to the Adams State
MUN advisor Mari Centeno, Ph.D.,
professor of political science, it is the
largest conference in the U.S. (New
York Nationals).In 2021, over 3,000
delegates and roughly 400 universi-

and oldest ongoing university-
level Model UN, annually draws
participants from more than 130
UN Member States to address cur-
rent global issues,” Centeno said.

The delegates who represented
Adams State included Lizz Serna,
Zoe Serrano, Courtney Hocking and
Makayla Huffman.

Hocking and Serrano each won an
Outstanding Delegate in Committee.

“Meeting new people, experienc-
ing different methods of delegating,
and being able to demonstrate just
how much our hard work we put in
since October paid off is exciting,”

tion had five times the number of
delegates.

“We had a small team, just four
delegates, and we took second place
overall,” Hocking says. “We beat
them. This is a big deal and so is
Adams State.”

These students are already ex-
tremely involved in extracurriculars,
but they put in an extra three hours a
week in-person training in addition
to their own hours of topic research,
writing position papers, and speech
practice.

“I am not easy on them, yet they
dedicated themselves and demon-
strated what Adams State students

e = e
Vendorsfromdifferentlocations come to the annual Logger Days Festival.

attendance.

ties from around the world were in

“NMUN, the world’s largest

Serrano says.

It was the team’s first-ever con-
ference and most of their competi-

can do,” Centeno said. “I am prob-
ably the proudest I have ever been
of our team.”

For those of you who forgot how easy it
was to get started in farming let me tell you
about my friend Con. Many years ago, he
bought a farm in the wilds of Minnesota.
The feller that sold him the farm had his farm
sale the day Con arrived to take possession
of the land.

Now, Con had been a cowboy type all his
life and, upon viewing the farm machinery
stacked in the yard, he was hard put to iden-
tify anything other than the handy man jack
and a tractor. But he thought if this stuff was
good enough for the farmer that sold out, it
was good enough for him. He’d figger out
what it was later.

All the neighbors for miles around came
to see who the new sucker was and maybe
pick over the machinery like buzzards on
fresh road kill . . .

Con jumped in and bought the only thing
he recognized: the tractor. It was a 45 Al-

The Last Dollar

EBAXTER
BLACK

ONTHEEDGE OF COMMON SENSE

]
]
E

lis . . . he paid $1,250. Then he bought
the mounted plow that went with it. Con
said the auctioneer started on a big pile of
orange metal. “Ain’t you gonna buy that?
You bought the tractor and the plow.” Con

bought it. Two days later he found out it was
a mounted cultivator.

When the sale was over several of the
farmers asked Con to load their heavy stuff,
since he’d bought the tractor an’ all, they
said. Con leaped up in the seat, intent on
showin’ these skeptical neighbors he knew
what he was doin’. He fumbled around for
ten minutes, switching on the headlights, the
choke, the throttle, the gauges and wipin’ the
transfer case clean lookin’ for some instruc-
tions. Finally an ol” timer reached over and
said, “Pull this, son.” It fired up right away
(it was the only time in the next five years
it ever did that). He couldn’t find the shift
pattern but fortunately it was in gear and the
clutch was where it belonged.

The first thing they wanted him to load
was an old pull type, disjointed disc. It never
went anyplace he aimed it. Con would turn
around and it would be passing him. Eventu-

ally he dragged it up on a flat bed inflicting
considerable damage in the process. Pleased
with himself he turned and said, “Next?”
Everybody else had drifted away.

The feller with the bent disc came over to
Con, opened his wallet and handed him a dol-
lar bill. “Kid, you take this and buy yourself
a can of gas. It’ll be the first and last dollar
you ever make farmin’, but you’ll always
have enough to git outta town.”

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-
ian and irregular commentator on National
Public Radio,is America’s best-selling cowboy
poet. He is a frequent performer at national
stock shows and rodeos as well as in many
smaller local events. He is author of several
books,including Cactus Tracks, Croutons ona
Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and
Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-
tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com
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ASU’s Gallegos continues advocacy
for student financial aid

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The Adams State
University Financial Aid Office is
working to improve student services
and access to federal financial aid.

Jeff Gallegos, financial aid admin-
istrative assistant I, received a schol-
arship to attend the annual Rocky
Mountain Association of Financial
Aid Administrators (RMASFAA)
Summer Institute.

“The regional organization keeps us
up-to-date on the latest federal financial
aid policies,” Gallegos said. His daily
duties include assisting Adams State
students and ensuring they receive the
best financial awards possible.

The scholarship waives the $500
summer institute fee and assists with
up to $500 for travel.

This summer, Gallegos will cel-
ebrate his sixth anniversary working
for Adams State. This will be his first

LOGGER ......co onrece

South Fork was incorporated in
1992 yet was established as a stage
stop along the rigorous trail leading
north to Creede in 1870. It began as
a place for travelers to rest along their
journey, catch a bite to eat and continue
on their way.

After the railroad came to South
Fork in 1882, a new type of industry
bloomed out of the forests surround-
ing the one stop town. Lumber from
the area became a staple for the com-
munity of settlers that had gathered
there. In what seemed to some as an
overnight industry, the timber and
sawmills took over much of the area.

The mills produced lumber for rail-
ways and mining communities nation-
wide. Due to the timber industry and
Creede’s silver boom, the area became
a destination place for rich persons
seeking a Colorado experience. People
came from all around to hunt, fish and
stay in the wilderness.

South Fork has come a long way
through the past and into the present.
The lumber boom is over, and it has
left a mountain destination with a wide
variety of outdoor recreational oppor-
tunities in its place. In the years since
the lumber boom, South Fork has come
to enjoy the rich history in the area and
celebrate in unique and original ways.

To celebrate South Fork’s history
that surrounds the town, a festival was
created several years ago to pay hom-
age to the lumber trade that created the
community that resides there today.
The Logger’s Day festival is full of
entertainment based on the logging
trade and the men and woman that
worked the trade in the past.

The festival kicks off in mid-July
with a craft fair that will run throughout
the weekend. Vendors from all over
come to sell their wares, food and arts
to the public. Many booths will feature
handmade jewelry, sculptures, and
paintings, a unique touch to the typical
shopping experience.

On Saturday the fun starts with
axe throwing, the plunge cut, timed
wood chopping, and many more. The
competitors are competing for over
$1,000 in cash prizes. After the log-
ging competitions, there will be fun
activities for the while family such as
horseshoe games and more.

Sunday is dubbed to be the most
exciting day of the festival featuring
several more logging events. An over-
all award for the Saturday and Sunday
events will be given to an amateur win-
ner. Sunday will feature, speed cutting,
two man crosscut, and a choker race.

Children activities will be avail-

time attending the four-day institute
planned for June at University of
Nebraska Kearney in Kearney, Ne-
braska.

“I look forward to the hands-on
learning environment for processing
federal aid,” Gallegos said. “As an
adviser, I have working knowledge
but I am not very familiar with the
back-end processing and I look for-
ward to seeing the wheels in motion.”

RMASFAA’s Summer Institute
is a nationally recognized week of
training for financial aid administra-
tors. Registrants are divided into
classes and each class is led by two
instructors. The curriculum follows
the NASFAA U modules for the vari-
ous Title IV aid topics; however, other
non-Title IV topics are also covered.
Fun, engaging activities, and network-
ing outside the classroom are also part
of this valuable experience.

Photo courtesy of Adams State Universit
Adams State University Jeff Gallegos
is a front-line financial aid advisor
who is dedicated to student success.
He recently received a scholarship
for nationally recognized summer
institute on federal financial aid.

able for the younger crowd such as
creating crafts, a saw dust pile full
of hidden treasures and more. More
details about the event will be an-

nounced as the date draws closer but
for now, knowing that the event will
be taking place is enough for the small
mountain town.
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Adams State MEP students grateful for donated laptops

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The Adams State
University Southwest Migrant Edu-
cation Program thanked the Com-
munity Resources and Housing
Development Corporation (CRHDC)
and La Puente for their donations to
the university’s Migrant Education
Program. Thanks to these two agen-
cies, the Migrant Education Program
donated 15 laptops to 15 migrant
students.

“The guest speaker, Alamosa
Mayor Ty Coleman, shared a great
story with our students who re-
ceived the laptops. He expressed
some encouraging, positive words
to our students and parents with his
usual wisdom and energy,” said MEP
Educational Advocate Stephany
Rodriguez-Moreno.

The students wrote letters to state
their need for a laptop and the ben-
efits it would bring. After reading
those letters, grateful recipients were
awarded a laptop.

The laptop donations allow MEP
students to better complete school-
work during these difficult CO-
VID-19 times. They will be able
to access the internet, complete as-
signments in google classroom and
secure their work in a safe format.

Due to COVID-19, the Migrant
Education Program has had to
deliver all programs in virtual
models. The laptops allow students
to join programs without previous
worries of being without technol-
0gy access.

“Parents and students alike are so
very grateful and excited with this
opportunity and express their sincere
appreciation to our donors who have
definitely made a difference in their
educational experiences during this
difficult time,” Rodriguez-Moreno
said. “Furthermore, we look forward
to partner with other agencies to en-
hance services to MEP families and
students. Thank you, CRHDC and
La Puente.”

Senior art shows
open at ASU

Photo by Jade Winton
Pictured,left toright,back row: Kaylee Gomez Adams State University Migrant Education Program postsec-
ondary advocate; Ofelia Gonzalez,ASUMEPeducational advocate; Stephany Rodriguez-Moreno,ASUMEP
educational advocate; Esmeralda Martinez, MEP director; Savannah Ball, Yvette Seerden, Edgar Martinez,
ASU MEP s state regional recruiter and data specialist; front row: Candelaria Ramon,ASU MEP work-study;
Jasmine Camponeschi, ASU CAMP project director; and Alamosa Mayor Ty Coleman.

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — The Adams State
University Art Department recently
announced the opening of the annual
Bachelor of Fine Arts and Bachelor
of Arts senior shows
in the Cloyde Snook
and Hatfield Gal-
leries from April 19
through May 7.

The BFA show,
Peripheral Vision:
Locality, Nature &
Survivors, is a collec-
tion of work created
by Amanda Strick-
land, Piper Meuwis-
sen, and Alicia Da-
vid. Their artwork
celebrates the resil-
ience and beauty of
nature, women and local communities.
Its goal is for people to take a closer
look at the things around them that
often don’t receive the time and atten-
tion they deserve. Largely focused on
multimedia installations, the trio works
with clay, graphics, photography,
painting-drawing and found objects.

The Mashup, works of contrasting

concepts, is a juried student show
put on by the BA students: Harry
Roberts -Hunt, Isabel Rodriguez,
and Christina Chavez. These artists
will have pieces featured in this show
alongside their fel-
low Adams State
peers. The juror for
this show is Jasmine
Little, painter and
Adams State Gradu-
ate Class of 2015.

At this time, the
galleries are not
open to the public,
but can be viewed
online through a vir-
tual gallery tour, live
artist talk, and vir-
tual show opening.
All dates, times and
links to meetings
can be found on the website (https://
tinyurl.com/asuartshow2021). Both
shows will be available for viewing
online starting April 29.

For more information, contact the
ASU Art and Theatre Department
at 719-587-7823 or Nancy Harris at
nharris@adams.edu.

w =

MOU NTNN = |ZZA this place to others and

“Great place beer was
very fairly priced. Pizza
tasted great all of the
staff was friendly and
attentive. Will recommend

- TAPFIOOM ~eEeer—

be a repeat customer!”
~ Josiah W., google reviews

Freshn 1 ngredlents
BI1IG onn TASTE!
*7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

Come Try Out New Pagosa Cheese
Steak Sub and our

We are now hiring for all positions,
pPlease come in and see Angela!

ew Pizzas!

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTS and our Veterans always receive 20% offl

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

EASYonline To-Go Orders:

MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
\.Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time)

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING e DUMPSTERS © ROLL-OFFS

MI‘_‘\S CREEDE » SOUTH FORK © DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
B (719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWAasTEANDRECYCLE.COM

CLUES ACROSS

1. Opposite of west
5.__ Caesar, comedian
8. Helps little firms

11. A way to censor

13. Expresses atomic and
molecular weights

14. Chalcedony
15. Type of sword

16. A corporation’s first offer to
sell stock to the public

17. Attired

18. A sequence of winding
turns

20. Pal

21. Expresses pleasure

22. Amendable

25.Clear

30. A way to cut off
31.Indigenous Thai person
32. Pale brownish yellow color
33. Aquatic plants genus

38. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!

41. Merchants

43. Fix a chair

45.Throws into disorganization
48. Famed German composer
49. Keyboard key

50. Oral polio vaccine
developer

55. Partner to pain
56. Where golfers start

57.Jenny __: weight loss
program

59. Sailing dinghy

60. Suffix that forms adjectives

61. Speeds at which music is
played

Solution to last week’s puzzle

916|5 3|8 7
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62. Body part
63. Fall back
64. Ancient Greek sophist

CLUES DOWN

1. One point south of due east
2.Wings

3. One point south of southeast
4.The shirts on our backs

5. One who works on the seas
6. Select jury

7. Small intestines parts

8. Plant of the heath family

9. Extrasolar planet

10. Creates more of

12. Before

14. Forms over a cut

19. Runs down

23. Exercise regimen __-bo

24. Unkeyed

25. Principle underlying the
universe

26. Corpuscle count (abbr.)
27.Residue

28. Company that rings receipts
29. Rugged mountain range
34. Commercials

35. NY footballer

36.They __

37. Soviet Socialist Republic

39. Poked holes in the ground
40. Pitchers

41.Your

42.Diana __, singer

44. Important document for
inventors

45. Bangladesh capital

46. Fluid that flows in the veins
of Greek gods

47.Famed daguerreotype
photographer

48.Where military personnel
work

51.Play arole

52.La__Tar Pits, Hollywood
53. Unstressed-stressed
54.Type of palm tree

58. Judo garments
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-Wide Classified {1133

ARKETPLACE

Selllyour;household
itemsifor]FREE"
lTotal\valuelofiitems;
mustjbej$50[or]less®
Seeldetails|below?

06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED

09 EMPLOYMENT
SERVICES

FOR RENT

10 APARTMENTS

11 ROOMS

12 HOUSES

13 MOBILE HOMES

14 BUSINESS PROPERTY

15 WANTED TO RENT

16 VACATION

REAL ESTATE

17 REAL ESTATE

18 LOTS & ACREAGE

19 FARM & FARMLAND

20 BUSINESS PROPERTY

21 MOBILE HOMES

22 PROPERTY WANTED

.

28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS

29 MUSICAL ITEMS

30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

08 WORK WANTED PUTERS

31 HEALTH

32 FUEL & HEATING

33 BUILDING MATERIALS

34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT

35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT

36 MISCELLANEOUS

37 WANTED

38 MACHINERY, TOOLS
& EQUIPMENT

39 SPORTING GOODS

40 AUTO PARTS

FARMER MARKET

41 FARM EQUIPMENT

42 FEED & SEED

43 FARM PRODUCTS

44 FARM SERVICES

[ CLASSIFIED INDEX

ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS

01 TICKETS 23 LAWN &

02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES 46 PASTURE FOR RENT
03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS 47 HORSES & CATTLE
04 LOST & FOUND 26 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE

50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT

53 TRAILERS

54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V."S/ICAMPERS
FINANCIAL

57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION

58 MOTORCYCLES

59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS

61 4X4’S

62 VANS

63 TRUCKS

64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES

66 CHILD CARE

52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT

56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

RATES

15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.

Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold
for $50 or less « Any Item or Animal being given away.
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:

To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First
Ave.in MonteVista, orcall(719)852-3531. Business hours
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email

at montevistaclass@gmail.com
Check your ad the first day:

To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us
rightaway so we can correctit.Ifan errorappearsin your
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional

day of advertising.

Our ad policy:Valley Publishing accepts all classified
advertising exceptthatwhichitdeemsobjectionable
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be
given for early ad cancellation.

‘DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm
Call 719-852-3531

or email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Easy Payment

We accepte isa, Master Card,
American Express, Discover,
Checks, Money Orders & Cash

tions

@

EE—
VISA

ce
Beael caras 2

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: New Spring
Prices: Elk Grade A $14/lb. Deer
Grade A $11/lb. 5 miles west of Del
Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942.

Do you have vintage clothing? I will
buy your vintage clothing from the
1920s-1970s. If you have any vintage
dresses, please contact Molly McAlpine
at 719-588-7063. (4/28)

GUN/KNIFE SHOW PAGOSA
SPRINGS: Tables $60, Food Trucks
$80. Archuleta Fairgrounds. June 18-20.
Mike (970)946-2841 (05/05)

07 Help Wanted
Painting and staining workers need-
ed. Experience preferred. Contact Ron,
719-849-1796 (5/26)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill a
full-time position for a Teller in the
Del Norte Branch. Duties will be
to accept deposits, loan payments and
process withdrawals while maintaining
a balanced cash drawer. Must be
personable and pleasant answering the
phone and greeting customers. Many
other duties will be assigned as needed.
The position is permanent, full-time, M
— F, hours vary from 7:15am — 6:15pm
with a 1-hour lunch and a robust ben-
efits package. Application available at
TrueLocalBank.com/careers or inquire
at 705 Grand Ave, Del Norte or call
719-657-3376 and ask for Mike, Stacy
or Dawn. EOE. (5/19)

Early Childhood Teacher needed for
the 2021/2022 school year. Must meet
the requirements of the Dept. of Human

Services Office of Early Childhood.
Please send resumes and transcripts to
P.O.Box 787, Alamosa, CO 81101

Dental Assistant- Mineral County
Dental Clinic in Creede is seeking
a part time dental assistant to work
on average, 7 to 8 days per month.
Experience is preferred, however, we
will train an enthusiastic person with
strong communication skills and work
ethic. The ideal candidate will be a team
player, reliable and committed. Hourly
rate is dependent on experience and up
to $16.50/hr., during training. Required
application can be downloaded at www.
mineralcountycolorado.com under
“Links” or picked up at the HR Office,
Mineral County Courthouse, 1201 N.
Main Street, Creede. Letter of interest/
application sent to Mineral County,
Attn: HR, PO Box 70, Creede, CO
81130, dropped off at 1201 N. Main St.,
Creede or faxed to 719-658-2931 Attn:
HR. Position will be open until filled.

Early Childhood Teacher needed for
the 2021/2022 school year. Must meet
the requirements of the Dept. of Human
Services Office of Early Childhood.
Please send resumes and transcripts to
PO. Box 787, Alamosa, CO 81101

Elementary Teacher needed at Del
Norte Elementary School. We are
seeking a hardworking and enthusiastic
teaching professional to join our dynam-
ic, vibrant and fun-loving team. Please
submit your application, resume and
cover letter to: Amy Duda, Principal
at aduda@urtigers.co or contact Amy
at 719-657-4030. Applications can be

Prepare for

power outages

with a Generac

home standby
generator

GENERAC
—

Ofter valid February 16 - June 6. 2021
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picked up at the District Office or online
at: www.urtigers.co. (5/12)

Upper Rio Grande School District
is looking for an energetic and ex-
perienced candidate to serve as the
district’s Director of Bands. This
position will oversee the development
of our elementary instrumental music
appreciation program, as well as con-
ducting our middle and high school
band programs. Applicants must have
a bachelor’s degree or higher in Music
or Music Education. The applicant must
also possess or be able to obtain an ap-
propriate Colorado teaching license.
Please submit your application, resume,
and cover letter to: Aaron Horrocks, Jr/
SrHigh Principal at ahorrocks@urtigers
or Amy Duda, Elementary Principal at
aduda@urtigers.co. Applications can be
picked up at the District Office or online
at www.urtiers.co. (5/12)

Elementary Special Education Teach-
er needed at Del Norte Elementary
School. We are seeking an experienced,
hardworking and enthusiastic teach-

‘ P, SHD
Monday X non-busnness Rours by, apponntnlent only

ing professional to join our dynamic,
vibrant and fun-loving team. Please
submit your application, resume and
cover letter to: Amy Duda, Principal
at aduda@urtigers.co or contact Amy
at 719-657-4030. Applications can be
picked up at the District Office or online
at: urtigers.co.

Jr/Sr High Language Arts Teacher
needed at Del Norte Jr/Sr High School.
Applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree or higher and possess or be
able to obtain a Colorado Teaching
License with a secondary Language
Arts endorsement. Please submit your
application, resume, and cover letter
to: Aaron Horrocks, DNHS Principal
at ahorrocks@urtigers.co or contact
Aaron at 719-657-4020. Applications
can be picked up at the District Office
or online at www.urtigers.co. (5/12)

Care Giver Needed In the Antonito
area a young lady needs full time
caregiver that is trustworthy and
dependable Monday-Friday. Some
Saturdays and can include 1 weekend

of 2 overnight stays Fri.& Sat. Trans-
fers are required, light housekeeping,
meal prep and feeding are some duties.
Serious inquires please. Contact 719-
588-9430 (05/12)

Rio Grande County is seeking a
County Administrator. Candidate will
serve as the County’s Chief Adminis-
trative Officer. This includes various
functions of the Rio Grande County
Government, in accordance with poli-
cies set forth by the BOCC. Candidate
will be a positive communicator with
strong organizational skills, an effective
leader with sound judgment, and be able
to promote the policies of the BOCC.
Education/Experience requirements
are a Bachelor’s degree (B.A.) from
an accredited college or university in
Public/Business Administration with
two or more year’s related experience
and/or training; or equivalent combi-
nation of education and experience
at the discretion of the BOCC. Drug
screening, including for marijuana, and
background check is required. Salary

4}9 er
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We would like to express our de(;’pest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the Upper
Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

We have had a very large influx of stray dogs into the shelter from
Center, Monte Vista, and Del Norte. If you are missing your dog
please call us at 719-852-3366 to see if it was brought in!

Beau is a sweet Border
Collie mix who is not quite
ayear old. He is playful,
energetic and submis-

sive. He is smart and very
treat motivated and thus
will be very easy to train.
He has not been social-

ized much, but in his time
at the shelter he has been
introduced to multiple other
dogs and is learning how to
be a good canine citizen. He
loves to get attention and be
taken for walks.

Ichabod is an
energetic 3 year old
Husky/heeler mix.
He hasn’t had the
greatest experiences
in life, so new experi-
ences are scary for
him. He is looking for
a patient home that
will help him come
out of his shell. He

is loving and gentle
and would love to be
a new family member
to your home!

Anastasia is a very
energetic and playful
husky. She is curious
and intelligent and
looking for a loving
home that will help her
keep her mind active
and her days busy. She
is still learning how

to be a good canine
citizen and would really
love to work on a train-
ing program with her
new family. She loves
attention and will let
you pet her for hours.

Guapo is a sweet,
loving and inde-
pendent dog. He
loves to please and
is great with people,
and its no wonder
his name means
| handsome. He
sits and gives you
his full attention
and loves to go on
walks. Guapo is not
a fan of other dogs

1| and is looking for a

home where he can

| be the only dog.

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess’ and are not

guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.
T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.
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$75k-$90k-DOE. Application and job
description available online at www.
riograndecounty.org or pick up and
submit to Human Resources 925 6 th
Street Room 200, Del Norte, CO 81132.

Tri-County Senior Citizens has an
immediate opening for experienced
permanent full time Maintenance/
Custodial/Grounds worker. Qualified
applicant must have general knowledge
of electrical, carpentry plumbing paint-
ing. Will be responsible for making
vacant apartments ready for re-renting,
and general maintenance/custodial
care of building and grounds Will do
snow removal in winter, mowing lawn
and other yard work in summer. Clean
driver’s license a must. Application may
be picked up at 311 Washington Street,
Monte Vista Co. No phone calls.

Higher Ground Fence in Monte Vista
is looking for a hired hand. Please
contact Tyler Loewen at 719-588-
0759. For details. (05/12)

Large Potato Warehouse has an
immediate opening for experienced
Bagger and baler operators. Pay Is
based on experience and will be re-
evaluated after 60 days based on review.
Great work environment, as well as paid
vacation after 1 year. Send resume and
references to PO Box 432 Monte Vista,
Co 81144.

“Proximity Malt is looking for a
PACKAGING TECHNICIAN to
join our team. Grain handling in-
cluding computerized and manual
equipment operation. Emphasis on
safety and product quality including
cleaning and sanitation. Must be able
to drive a forklift, routinely lift and carry
60 pounds and work flexible shifts.
Other duties as assigned. Competitive
pay, full benefit package and room to
advance. 1001 N CR 3 East, Monte

1 wWe'll give vou $500 for your old gutters! We'll even take them down & |1
1 haul them away with purchase of a complete LeafGuard system! 1
o o e e as E E  E ES E EE E A S S S B S N S s o4

P S ————— -
I CALL DURING THIS PROGRAM |
| & RECEIVE A FREE $50 VISA L)
I GIFT CARD*' WITH IN-HOME ESTIMATE! !
L-- A N R R R S S R W W S - ---‘

et 719-493-9644

* THE DMLY ONE-PIECE SEAMLESS DEBRIS

SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM

* MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY FOR YOUR HOME _q

* SCRATCHGUARDE® PAINT FINISH
* LIFETIME MO-CLOG WARRANTY

+&l participants who stbersd an estmaned 60-00-minube in-home produc commiBation will recehe 3 550 Vi gift cand Retasd
wale s 550 Offer tponsored by LeafGuard Holding Inc. Lt one per household Comparry procuret, sells, and imtalls
saamles guiter peotaction Thes offer i valld for homecwaen over 18 pears
pariner, both cohabitating persons must attend and compiete presentation together. Participants must kave aphoto (0, be
able to understard Englsh, and be legally able ta enter into a contract, The folowing pemscoes are nat eligible for this affer.
einployes of Compery of afflisted companies or entities, their mmediste family membeni, previous participands n a
Company inhome consultation within the past 12 months and all corent and foemer Company custorners, Gift may
mal be extended, translemsd, or iubstituted except that Company may subatitute a gt of squal or greater value § it deems it
necessany. Gift card will be maled to the participant via first dass United States Mall within 10 days of moeipt of the
prnmation feem, Mot valid In conjunctian with any other promolion or discount of any kind, Offer mat sperscsed by Vi
and ks subject to change without notice prior fo resernvafion. Expires 05720 2021, *
LeaiCeard Hokdings, Inc. Lirmit ane per housshokd. Company peocuarey, sells, and invialls seamless gutier protection Thic offer is
waild for homeowners over 18 yeans of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees. of Company o
affiliated compardes o enties, ther Immediate family mesbens, snd Gl curent snd former LeafGoard cusomers
DEcognl may nof be elended. ransfemed, of substituied excepl that Company may sbsiube an Bem of egudl of
greater value it deems it necessary, Discount will be receled after completion of the estallation and payment in full
Mot wald in conjunction wilk any other promotion df discount of amy Kind Offer B subject to changs withoul notcs price

toreservation. Expires 057110021,
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*Guaraniesd ruba:lnnInru!ungummymrkﬂmmmml&mmgmwm

1 "HOME IMPRU‘VFMFNT DAYS!

Vista, 719-628-0220"

FT SHIPPING CLERK Packing UPS
boxes, customer service, retail clerking,
inventory control, some light & interest-
ing ranch chores. Must work a 10-hour
4 day/week flexible schedule, some-
times including weekends. Computer
and/or telephone skills a plus. Wages
commensurate. Send detailed resume’
with wage history to: GrandeMeats@
gmail.com or P.O. Box 10, Del Norte.
CO 81132 (05/05)

The Monte Vista Coop Equipment
Division is currently hiring for the
position of Shop Mechanic. Job Duties
include inspect, maintain, repairs, as-
sembles and overhauls farm machinery,
equipment and vehicles such as tractors,
harvesters, pumps, tilling equipment,
trucks and other mechanized equip-
ment. Wages between $12.32 and
$15.00 per hour depending on experi-
ence. To apply you may apply online
viaIndeed, Facebook, in person or send
resume to sdavid@mvcoop.com. For
further information please call Stan at
719-852-5565. (05/5)

Valley Publishing seeks a temporary,
part-time reporter for the Center
Post-Dispatch. Writing and photogra-
phy experience necessary. Send resume
and sample writings to Valley Publish-
ing Inc., PO. Box 607, Monte Vista,
CO 81144 or email to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com

SLV Regional Solid Waste Authority
Landfill Manager Position opening.
Call Cheri 719-852-3810 or cmalouff@
slvlanfill.com for more information.

17 Real Estate For Sale
acre of Ian uc
St in South Fork(62,000)!!! Home of
some of ColoRADo’s BEST fishing,
hunting, camping, skiing, hiking and

is the pnmllnllﬂ.
clog-free gutter solution!®

#
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Wew orders anly, Offer sponsored by

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

No Cost Consultation: Know what'’s possible for You ! Includes
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 5/31/2021.

Medicare

Certihed Provider

Convenient payment plans and
financing options ava:lable.

Credit Cards |=m===
Accepted |m.W.

| Mﬂ

William F. Thornell

35 years |mplant and oral

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.
I was having constant health
problems that were getting
worse every day. My diseased
teeth and gums were draining
me of my energy and it was
impossible to stay healthy. After
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr.
Thornell placed dental implants
and | got a new set of teeth in
just one day. | am now healthier
and feel better than | have in a
long time. | also have a great
smile. Dr. Thornell you are a life
saver! | can’t thank you enough.
~ B.Gullette

DDS, MAGD, DICOI

surgery experience

Medicare

Certified Provider
paoosadentalimplantcenter.com

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E = Located above Higher Grounds Coffee = 970-444-1298

CHOICE
Package

| Watch your favorite five sports, news and entertainment

anywhere

| DIRECTV offers more top premium channels than DISH

v IR T T 1 8 S T WSMINIS  AL01 SR W TN 1 A1) T AT e s {1 Py s by v s o B b T HE BT ey sl s b
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Get DIRECTV

and get a
year of
HBED Max

inciuded

LD, POWER RANKED ATE&T/DIRECTV 71 IN

THE NATION IN CUSTOMER SATISFACTION

FORTV SERVICE

LD Power also ranked us highast in
these impresiive calegonies:

-
CT—

= WL ke et ety el ML L el O

1 in Programming

W1 in Feanuses ind Fanctonaking

Don’t settle for cable. Call nowl.

1-855-560-0319

AL WCL IR TR i 1101 e

@ in Commumncation and Promoon

o T e e, o e




Page 6 — SLV Léfestyles —Wednesday, May 5,2021

4wheeling. Invest in this land the op-
portunities are endless. TONS of SKI-
ERS in the winter and TOURISTS in
the summer. Great location for a future
AirBNB!! This beautiful 1 acre of land
will NEVER lose it value. Call 720-
767-4368 d.banderas@kw.com (5/26)

Colorado, San Luis Valley farm, 933
acres with 5 center pivots in alfalfa
and small grain, excellent well water
6,380 gpm and 37.5 shares Rio Grande
Canal ditch water, 2 metal buildings
with top productions. Borders BLM &
San Juan Mt. Range $2,000,000. . Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty,
Inc. 719-580-0770 (TFN)

PERFECT SMALL FARM: 59
acres with center pivot, new 60X120
steel shop, 2 V2 shares of Rio Grande
Canal, 2000 GPM well, 2 miles from
Center. Priced to Sell, Call Bruce at
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 719-
580-0770. (TFN)

Pastureland, 397 acres in north of
Monte Vista Airport on County Line
Road with good grass and location.
Also contains a huge amount of gravel
on the property $525,000.00 call Bruce
at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc 719-
580-0770.

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime,
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (05/12)

36 Miscellaneous
ree Pallets! Pick Up Here. -
TRAGER’S VARIETY STORE 9726
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500

Two Wood Burning Cookstoves. One
has a Hot Water Reservoir. Heat the
Cabin/House while you cook! Bontrag-
ers Variety Store 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (5/19)

Steel Shelving and Glass Showcases
call 719-589-3759. (05-12)

For Sale: 1,000-gal water tank,8’x 8’ x
8’ Storage Building, Stacked washer/
dryer 2-Dryers, Large wood fireplace,
49 CC Scooter, ATV Trailer with/Tool-
box, 80 TV, Large kitchen table Like
new with 2 Big Inserts, 2 Capt. Chairs
and 6 Reg. Chairs. Call 719-588-0573

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We Also
Stock Solar Powered Refrigerators
and Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte
Vista. (719)852-0500

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS — Sales, Rentals & Modifications!
Containers are water & rodent proof.
8’ wide, 8°-53” in length. Call for more
information and pricing. Healdworks,
Inc. — Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (5/26 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers and Batteries in
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum,
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable and
PV Wire. Thank you for Buying Bon-

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500.

38 Machinery, Tools, and
Equipment
For Sale: 10” Rockwell Table Saw
Heavy Duty $250.00. Please Call 719-
850-2027 for pricing. (05/12)

For Sale: 4910 Hesston baler 4x4x8
great condition. Call 719 580 1852.

The following 4-wheeler, 2019 CF
Moto 500 and trailer are being placed
for bid as one. It can be seen at the SLV
Regional Landfill office, 1600 County
Rd 44, Monte Vista, CO 81144. Bids
can be mailed to the above address or
hand delivered to Rio Grande County,
925 6 th St Room 200, Del Norte,
CO. Bidders information must have
name, address and phone number. The

lower left of the envelope must indicate
“BID”. Bids must be in by May 7th and
will be opened May 12 th at the Com-
missioners meeting. Bids starting at
$4000.00. The winning bidder will have
48 hours to make payment and pick-up
the 4-wheeler and Trailer. (5/19)

41 Farm Equipment

come with first set of shots. Will be
available June 1, 2021. Call me to put
a deposit today. I do charge a rehoming
fee. 719-849-1494 (05/26)

Clean Home, Fair Price for the San
Luis Valley. House Cleaner ready to
clean out your house not your wallet. Call
719-850-2027 for more Information.

59 Vehicles Wanted

CARS & TRUCKS: We pickup, no
title ok. 719-937-7935. (TFN6-21)

For Sale: 6555 Hesston Swather, Die-
sel, Field Ready-$4,500. John Deere
347 Baler, Hydralic Swing and Ten-
sioner-$1,800. John Deere 14’ Tadem
Disc-$1,500. Call 719-580-1392

48 Pets & Supplies

Free to a Good Home: Medium
Husky Mix 5 Years old, Good with
the elderly. Call 719-588-0573 (5/12)

Adorable Pit Bull Puppies Half Red
Nose Half American pitbull. They

60 Classic Cars
1985 Chevy ElI Cammo Foose Cus-
tom Body -Interior- Engine 350 CJD
Automatic Beautiful Car $14 000 OBO.

65 Professional Services
We Landscape and Deliver Gravel.
We fill in mud holes, mend fences,
we do cement work, we do retaining
walls, we repair sidewalks and we do
Cleanouts. Call 719-850-2027 (4/28)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY - 46
years-experience in carpentry, painting,
stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/
Alcohol free. Free Estimates 719-496-
7630.(05/26)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. Quick
service. Call anytime, available week-
ends and evenings. 719-580-0033 or
719-376-2593. (05/12)

THE BLIND GUY window coverings.
Free measuring, free estimates. Profes-
sional installation. Guaranteed lowest
prices. Call Tony, 970-903-1403.

FINERY

boutique
Jewelry,
Perfume, Soaps,
Lotions, Candles,
Swig Drinkware
and more!
Something to
make your
mom’s day
special!

839 First Ave.
Monte Vista

k Shop Online at
www.thefineryboutique.com
for delivery or
curbside pickup!

- Oflalher s Day s Sundly 1
We have many great siffs
your Mother will love!

Please wear a mask,

e Holy Mo

NEW HOURS

L m Arrangemente

(719) 852-8849|
" ol 719)754-1937

Our Beautiful
Flower

& can y

Bouquets

- THRIETWAY
% 345 S. Worth St.
Center

Q 658-2848 %
§ 121 N. Main /,

«Mon.-Sat. 10:00 am. - 4:30 p.m. Creede SN

[cre”

Beads ® Yarn ® Art Supplies
1 Day Classes ® DMC Floss
Fabric ® Patterns
Baby Lock Sewing Machines

Custom Framing

T19-657-9314
\010 Grand Ave. ¢ Del Norte,

Home Decor & Gits

Send your Mom some
love on her day, thes,
Torres Floral {t'hy! [
Flowers, Giftsand & F

Much More! &
e Deliver! nl

(719)588-8587
39 Washington St.« Monte Vista
torresfloraldesigns@gmail.com
FA, g WO 5
b ‘I-‘r'-ﬁ'ﬂ_":iUr}:{!gﬂﬂ_r&]dﬂﬂgﬂﬁg__llll-

HOLY

An enchanting
Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & gpecialty

Foods!

It’s Worth
The Drive

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main ® 658-2848 * Creede
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Rio Grande National Forest talks coming fire season

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

RIO GRANDE NATIONALFOR-
EST — With summer quickly ap-
proaching, many in the San Luis Valley
turn their attention to what is in store for
the coming year and whether fire danger
is a concern this early in the season. The
Rio Grande National Forest offered a
chance to review predictions for the
coming fire season and what the agency
is doing to prepare for that “just-in-case”
emergency.

Agencies throughout the San Luis
Valley spend countless hours working
to refine emergency operation plans.
Tabletop exercises are conducted
during annual emergency manager
meetings like the one that took place in
Mineral County just a few months ago.
It offers a unique chance for emergency
personnel, first responders, emergency
managers, local and state officials as
well as local fire departments to get
together and practice how they will
handle emergency situations should
they arise.

The Rio Grande National Forest is no
different and has spent the last several
months working through worst-case
scenarios for the coming fire season.
Last summer, the state was ravaged by
wildland fires and though each fire was
eventually contained, every fire offers
a chance for learning something new.

“We are doing what we do every
year and that is to make sure we have
everything in place should an event oc-
cur,” said Rio Grande Public Relations
Officer Gregg Goodland.

According to information provided
by Goodland, the coming fire season is
expected to be relatively average. There
is a chance for wildland fires throughout
the region but conditions this Spring
have experts preparing for an average
summer depending on precipitation in
coming months.

“It all depends on how you look at fire
in aregion like ours and those across the
state; you can see it as an advantage or a
disaster. Fire plays a natural role in our
ecosystems and health of our forests.
Local wildlife looks at fire as a natural
change and one that they quickly adapt
to,” continued Goodland.

With an average fire season predicted,
there are several steps homeowners and
property owners can take to ensure safe-
ty during the peak season. Homeowners
can mitigate natural fuels around their
homes by completing small tasks such
as cleaning debris like dead leaves out
from around shrubbery and away from
the home. Owners can also make sure
to clean gutters and remove dead or
dying trees from private property which
helps in keeping a location safe from
wildfires.

Goodland also stated that the Rio
Grande National Forest is also doing
its part by helping to mitigate natural
fuels in our forests by completing
prescribed burns in specified areas to
help minimize the potential for a fire.
Timber sales also help, especially in this
region because of the natural fuel that
was caused by the Spruce Bark Beetle.

“We currently have 26 active timber
sales throughout the region and plan to
continue sales into the future,” Good-
land said.

Forest stewardship plays a role in
wildfire safety. It involves making sure
that open fires are extinguished properly
in contained firepits.

“Open fires are not allowed on the
Rio Grande National Forest but a small
campfire at the local campground can
be just as dangerous and should be
extinguished properly,” Goodland said.
“We need the public’s help in this area.
If you see someone doing something
that could lead to a fire incident, be
polite and say something or be the one
to extinguish a smoldering campfire.

Little things help and of course you need be.”
can always contact us at the Forest if

to date on current fire restrictions in the  San Luis Valley, visit www fs.usda.gov/
For more information or to stay up Rio Grande National Forest and the main/riogrande.

Db T ORY-
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Metal Roofing Panels & Trims « Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages «26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

DOORS L.LC.

Your Great gpecializing”
Outdoore Vinyl Fenci"g

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-Free,Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568

> We make no guaranteesc of your
neighbor quality, juet high quality fences:

Kim's Kreation Room )

Handcrafting organic
skin care since 2011

Organic
hemp-infused balms
A with 0% THC

— ;

pa
< N
No green smell like Always get the mg

.

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143

oil-based products Y:#dp%%::]r )

KimsKreationRoom.org

Cleaning positions available
throughout the SLV. Bonuses
based on performance.

Call (719) 587-2222

At High Valley Hatchery we take
Great Pride in providing Happy,
Healthy Chicks and Hatching Eggs
to the San Luis Valley and beyond.

« NPIP CERTIFIED - Al CLEAN
« FED NON-GMO FEED
« WEEKLY HATCHES « GREAT HATCH RATES
Our feed is hand made from a local Amish Farm, check them out at
Farmstead Feeds in Monte Vista for great NON GMO feed for your flock.

highvalleyhatchery.com

HARP WO OP FLOOKS
DERRICK RICHARDSOMN
T20.503.1200

P & INSTALLEP

VETERARN OWMNED &
OPERATED

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

y & ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

'S
LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ENT RNTAL

@l NI@stedPrnd sizes for

ccial event!

Eddy Miller (719)849-8063

oalit 3

S Spray Foam Insula ti%%

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!

Alvin - (719) 849-5233
Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E -Monte Vista

county Ling .
Smail engine Rer®™ N AC h Ines;

719-589-6466 * 4521 E. County Rd. 12 S. * La Jara

&
(330)317-0896 * S0/,
(o
Custom
C&C Routering « Laser Engraving
Complete Solar Systems
Rhino Voltz Lithium Batteries
Inverters, Charge Controllers, Wire

6689 County Road DD.5 * La Jara

1664 APPARE

1252 N Farm Rd. « Monte Vista

(719) 849-9516 « 7664apparelco.com

WANTEID! l::*rr
Old Maytag modelE | -

wash
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SPMDTU continues to enrich Hispanic communities

STAFF REPORT

ANTONITO — La Sociedad
Proteccion Mutua de Trabajadores
Unidos was founded in 1900 by
Celedonio Mondragon, among a core
group of supporters in Antonito. The
SPMDTU began as an organization
that sought, through non-violent ac-
tions, to combat the exploitation of
Hispanic workers by land barons and
mine owners.

Still operating in its original home,
the SPMDTU is the oldest surviving
Hispanic organization in the United
States. It is member run and com-
prised of a diverse group of men and
women who conduct monthly meet-
ings and functions, in order to further
the organization’s vision. They are
bound together by their common
interest in enriching Hispanic com-
munities and families, with fundrais-

ing efforts aimed at providing and
enhancing community services as
well as offering scholarships.

Goals

e To sustain a cultural awareness
of our Colonial Spanish and Indio/
Native American heritage

* To preserve and encourage the
use of the Spanish language.

* To encourage higher education
for young Hispanics, by raising funds
for the SPMDTU Scholarship Fund.

* To help break down barriers that
youth and minorities face in pursuit
of professional careers.

* To protect and advocate for oth-
ers in need, regardless of race or
ethnicity.

* To acquire a strong presence and
reputation in our communities.

* To promote the personal growth
of our members by upholding values

CONCILIO SUPERIOR

Courtesy photo

of integrity, respect for other, and
honesty in our personal and profes-
sional lives.

The overall mission is to enrich
the lives of our members, families
and communities through community
involvement, volunteer commitment
and financial generosity.
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Rethinking your life direction?

Rocky Mountain Eye Center frontline workers are
impacting lives and saving sight daily. If you've

right time to move. No experience necessary, just
an attitude to do work for a greater purpose.

thought about a more meaningful career, now’s the

Want a career that makes a difference ?

*  Paid On the Joh Training

= Full Benefits Suite Including Generous Time Off and
Free Annual Eye Exam
Contemporary Work Space with Newest Technology
A Growing Professional Network Across Southern
Colorado to Learn and Grow With

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 2509 Main St.
EYE CENTER (719) 589-0825

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home |
located just minutes from the town of South
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and
1015 s%. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of
5458. Features in the home include a massive
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, |
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, el o e
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class
high mountain views. Above the garage is a'custom log guest quarters with
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated
entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Give back life. A

ww.RuckyMuuntain ye(!nter.cum

Look Improved Price! $54,000
Beautiful parcels, Lot 11 and
12 with scenic views of the
surrounding mountains in Deer
Park. Paved roads with water /
city water and sewer and utilities
®8 in place and ready to build. Min-
: — utes frorill theuI}iodGrand::e1 Ri\lffir.

i - Enjoy the mule deer and wi
s N turkegysy that visit Deer Park often.
Moments from skiing, fly fishing, hiking, hunting and everythin%
outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today!
MLS #766836
431 and 443 Deer Run « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

{4

After 50 years of wearing glasses
I never had satisfactory vision.
Now at age 67, | have the best
vision I've ever had thanks to the

tearn at RMEC Salida.” _
Terri C

today!

Thinking of Selling Your Home?
& If so, We have Buyers. Now
Accepting AWESOME Listingsg

Residential/Commercial/ Ranch

Call 719-3S0-1993

_

Steffens & C thany Reallty, InC

719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 = South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$69,900 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city
water and sewer with water tap that
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio
Grande River and the town of South
Fork. Your perfect location to build
your dream home. Moments away
from Gold medal fly fishing, hikjng,
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and ev%{thin; outdoors. Call

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive  South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Look, Back On Market, Improved Price!

Mountain Retreat - Your %erfect get a way in the
| mountains. This beautiful 3 bedroom 2 bath 2,204
1 SQ FT home on 2 acres with attached 952 SQ Ft.
i Garage and 740 SQ Ft. Workshop is tucked in the
mountain and boarders the National Forest. Two
guest bedrooms on the main floor with nice size
laundry room and large master bedroom and bath with balcony upstairs to relax with
%our hot cup of coffee and watch the morning sunrise. Three heat sources wood burning
replace, radiate floor heat and electric baseboard. Furnished with all kitchen appliances,
washer and dryer and most furniture. Complete with water and sewer system on paved

roads. Call and schedule your showing today! Price $649,900
LS#778857 « 220 N Skyline Drive

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!
This Parcel is located in the mountain
town of South Fork, Colorado.
Located in the majestic San Juan
Mountains. You will find a variez

of historic motels, hotels, medic
clinic, grocery store, repair shops
restaurants, shopping for the active
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio
Grande Golf Club and Resort. The
winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork,
Coisa po%ular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobilin7g, four
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Look New Price - THIS HOME YOU
HAVE TO SEE TO BELIEVE!
« 3 bedroom e 2 bathroom « $698,000 2
This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home -
Entry room, living room, large kitchen *
with island, lots of cabinet space,
laundry. This home has beautiful wrap =
around porches that offer great views
of the mountains and cliffs. The attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft.
with concrete floor. The home is fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft.
workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!

« 2 bedroom « 2 bathroom « $335,000
Charming 1,518 SQ FT Home with
attached 672 SQ FT Cement Floor Garage
with Workshop and additional 2 storage
units. Bright and cheery with large living
area with fire place and large windows
with beautiful view’s of Beaver Mountain
and plenty of sun shine. This home is
complete with 4 heat sources! 2 ET'S systems, Base board heating (all
rooms), Solar heat and Fireplace. Complete with water and sewer
system on paved roads. MLS#777866
171 Whispering Pines Drive « South Fork
Bernadette Gingras
Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Beautiful Unique Custom Built Home in Ponderosa Country Estates
This 4 bedroom 4 bath 2,800 SQ FT home with large 4 car heated
attached arage and an additional 2 car heated detached garage, work-
shop and studio apartment is located in this wonderful neighborhood
with no HOA. This is your home-a-way from home, vacation rental or
permanent home. Combplete with well and sewer system on paved roads.
375,900 MLS #778054
2 Ponderosa Country Estates « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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