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MONTE VISTA — SLV Rural 
Electric Cooperative’s incumbents 
Keenan Anderson, Saguache 
County (District 3) and Stephen 
Valdez, Conejos County (District 
5) will both serve another four-
year term. 

Anderson received more votes 
than opponent Chris Tolian 
Morrissette to retain his seat, while 
Valdez ran unopposed. 

The annual business meeting 
was held Tuesday, June 8; a video 
link can be found online at slvrec.
com/annual-meeting (About Us 
tab, Annual Meeting).

Virtual discussion 
on National Small 

Print Show judging 
is June 21

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council invites the public to take 
part in a one-of-a-kind virtual 
discussion with 2021 National 
Small Print Show Judge, Stephen 
Quiller. Join Quiller and artists 
from all over the country as he 
discusses the selection process 
for this year’s juried virtual show. 

The virtual discussion will be 
held on June 21, at 5 p.m. Space 
is limited for this online, Zoom 
discussion. Reservations can be 
made via Eventbrite, at www.
eventbrite.com/e/2021-national-
small-print-show-discussion-
with-judge-stephen-quil ler-
tickets-155861567143.

The link to register will also 
be available on the CAC website, 
www.creedeartscouncil.com. Be 
sure to view the prints in this 
year’s show at www.32auctions.
com/creede. The virtual NSPS is 
open through July 16.

REC directors 
to serve another 

four years

Warm weather, 
steady water, guest 

demand driving 
Colorado river 

outfitters outlook
staff report

DENVER — Late season 
moisture across most of the state 
and warming summer temperatures 
are combining to drive pent-up guest 
demand for rafters to get out on the 
state’s rivers early this summer. 
The Colorado River Outfitters 
Association (CROA) is predicting a 
return to a “normal” rafting season, 
projected to run through the end 

Please see RIVER on Page 6A

By lyndsie ferrell 
DEL NORTE — Covered Wagon 

Days has been a part of Del Norte’s 
history, but like many events throughout 
the world, the town’s beloved event 
was canceled last year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This year, the 
Del Norte Chamber of Commerce 
and several partnering organizations 
announced that Covered Wagon Days 
will be taking place later this summer. 
Beginning Aug. 5 through Aug. 8, the 
town of Del Norte will be hopping 
with something fun every day. All the 
events honor Del Norte’s rich history 
and rough-and-tumble past as well as 

Covered Wagon Days to return in August

File photoPlease see RETURN on Page 4A

By lyndsie ferrell 
SOUTH FORK — The annual 

South Fork Youth Fishing Clinic is 
set for Saturday, June 19. The event 
began over 10 years ago and has 
become an area favorite.  

Through the combined efforts 
of several businesses, Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife (CPW), the 
Town of South Fork and the South 
Fork Visitor Center this creates an 
opportunity for young anglers to 

get their start and learn about the 
ins and outs of fishing from area 
professionals.  

Youth are asked to gather this year 
at Tucker Ponds, located about 15 
miles outside of South Fork along 

Wolf Creek Pass on Forest Service 
Road 390. It is a pleasant drive 
through the Rio Grande National 
Forest and with runoff beginning 
to taper off, the roads leading to the 

Youth Fishing Clinic set for Father’s Day weekend

Please see FISHING on Page 2A

By lyndsie ferrell 
SOUTH FORK — Residents and guests came 

out in droves on Saturday to do one thing and one 
thing only — find treasures at the annual South 
Fork Friends Foundation’s yard sale. This year 
the event took a turn for the better and had 27 
locations for yard sales throughout the South Fork 
area. Several of the locations were multi-family 
yard sales and everyone who came out to seek 
those elusive treasures had a difficult time going 
home empty-handed.  

From the South Fork Friends Foundation, 
“Thank you to everyone who came out to South 
Fork on Saturday to enjoy a day of yard sales! 
Another successful event under the South Fork 
Friends Foundation’s belt. We look forward to 
next year’s event!” 

The South Fork Friends Foundation is a small 
volunteer group that began with a huge vision 
for South Fork and its surrounding community 
and started with a small event. The event was 
the South Fork Yule Tide which though started 
small quickly grew into the hopes and dreams of 
those involved. Next was the yard sale and other 
generous donations that brought time and money 
with one thing in mind: to better South Fork.  

“Recently, we turned official and became an 
unincorporated, nonprofit association. Our vision 
is singularly focused: to build a large coalition of 
Friends who commit to donating $100 per quarter 
annually (the approximate cost of a nice dinner 
for two) to fund projects and events that benefit 
South Fork because South Fork is our cause. And 
we are actively pursuing new members.” 

The South Fork Friends Foundation has other 
projects on its list for the coming year and has set 
up an opportunity for the community to contact 
them and tell them what they would like to see. In 
the past year, the South Fork Friends Foundation 
has completed the following projects: Donated 
money to the Town of South Fork to help purchase 
a skate shack for the ice-skating rink. This allowed 

SF Friends Foundation 
yard sale huge success

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

The annual South Fork Yard Sale was a smash 
hit on Saturday, June 12, with well over 20 
families participating in the event.

Please see SALE on Page 4A

skaters to put their skates on in a lighted, warmed 
building before getting on the ice.   

The foundation also donated to the 25% off 
Dine-in South Fork Program. When South Fork 
restaurants took a hard hit in March of 2020 during 
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic , the 
Town of South Fork, the South Fork Chamber of 
Commerce and the Friends of South Fork partnered 
to assist local restaurants. 

People who participated in the yard sale on 
Saturday, June 12, graciously donated items to the 
South Fork Friends Foundation for another yard sale 
fundraiser that will take place sometime in August. 

“Don’t forget the SFFF is still accepting 

SLVREC looking 
at ways to 

provide rebates 
to members

Annual meeting also 
includes ‘partial 

contract requirements’

Please see SLVREC on Page 7A

staff report

MONTE VISTA — The San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative (SLVREC) held 
its annual meeting on Wednesday, June 9, and 
one of the topics was the goal to cut wholesale 
rates by 8% by 2023. The goal was from a 
2020 announcement by the board of directors 
for Tri-State Generation and Transmission 
Association.

The first step in reaching that goal was 
a 2% reduction in wholesale rates that was 
announced in April of this year and will 
be retroactive to March. There are three 
components of the initial 2% rate cut — 
transmission demand, generation demand 
and energy. 

The reduction in wholesale rates translates 
into a reduction in cost for SLVREC.

“We just got these numbers in April so 
we’re still working [on how this will translate 
into savings],” stated Loren Howard, CEO of 
SLVREC, “but because we are not for profit, 
any money that is saved will go back to our 
members.”

The specifics of how those savings 
will be rebated to customers is currently 
under discussion. Howard stated that a 
recommendation is being developed and 
will be presented to the board of directors of 
SLVREC at their meeting on June 29, after 
which members will be notified of plans 
going forward.
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oBituaries

Mr. Henry (Hank) Lawrence 
Nichols, of Creede, Colo., passed 
away suddenly on Jan. 6, 2021, at 
the age of 91.

Hank was born to parents Ralph 
and Bertha Nichols on July 24, 
1929, in Liberal, Kan. He was the 
youngest of eight and graduated 
f rom Moscow High School . 
Hank’s father passed away when 
Hank was a young child. The entire 
family pitched in together to make 
it through the depression. 

At the age of 16 Hank started 
farming for himself and spent 
the rest of his life working with 
his hands as a rancher, farmer, 
machinist, mechanic, and welder. 
He drove a school bus, he was a 
Stevens County Kansas County 
Commissioner, a Moscow Kansas 
School Board Member, and an active 
member of the Baptist Church.

He was preceded in death by 

his parents, his siblings, Gene, 
Arthur, Russell, Jim, Ruth, Merna 
and Mya, his oldest son, Casey and 
his wife, Joy.

He is survived by his daughters 
Becky Nichols, Ruth Talbott, 
and Robin Hilsabeck; his two 
sons, Terry Wetherill, and Mark 
Wetheri l l ;  h is  grandchi ldren 
Mist i ,  Brooke,  Shad,  Brady, 
Mindy, Ashley, Brittany, Tiffany, 
Brandon, Tyler, Ivy, Avery and 
great-grandchildren Dylan, Kyler, 
Zachary Jayden, Jessalyn, Jayce, 
Liam, Adonika, Izaiah, Aristea 
and his great-great-grandchildren 
Kyla and Lily.

Cremation was chosen. Friends 
and family are invited to attend 
Hank’s celebration of life at the 
Creede Congregational Church on 
June 19 at 2 p.m.  The family will 
have a private burial ceremony 
immediately following the service.

Tillie Gonzales Velasquez was born 
June 15, 1925, in Los Valdeses, Colo.  
She passed away on May 24, 2021, 
in Walla Walla, Wash., three weeks 
shy of her 96th birthday. She was the 
daughter of Anita E. and Jose Benigno 
Gonzales of Los Valdeses, Colo. 

She is survived by John D. 
Velasquez, her husband of 73 years. 
She is also survived by two daughters, 
Cindy (Eric) Byrd and Lorraine 
(Kelly) Grebb, and two sons, Dale 
(Kathy) and Ben (Elaine). She came 
from a large family, so she is also 
survived by four siblings, Bernice 
Field, Vertina Hernandez, JoAnn 
(Phil) Sanz and Frank (Dolores) 
Gonzales, as well as numerous 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Rosary will be conducted at 7 p.m. 
on Thursday,  July 8, at Holy Name 
of Mary Catholic Church, 645 Pine 

The family of Robert Myers invites 
the community to gather at the Center 
United Methodist Church June 19, 
2021, at 2 p.m. for a celebration of 
his life.

Life-long Valley resident, Robert 
William “Bob” Myers, died March 14, 
2020. He was born in Monte Vista, Colo., 
on June 24, 1926, to Willie Jennings 
Myers and Edith “Betty” Gibson Myers. 
He was raised on a farm in the Sargent 
area and graduated from Sargent High 
School in 1944. After high school, he 
became a sailor in the US Navy and 
served aboard the USS Fargo at the 
end of World War II. When his Naval 
service ended, he attended Colorado 
Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
now Colorado State University, in Ft. 
Collins. It was while attending college 
that he met Bernice Marlatt of Longmont 
on a blind date. That blind date led to 
a wedding on May 23, 1948, and a 
marriage that lasted over 68 years. Bob 
and Bernice settled on a farm east of 
Center where they farmed for 54 years 
and raised their four children. 

Bob was a knowledgeable and 
hard-working farmer. He loved the 
mountains surrounding the San Luis 
Valley. He was a hunter, fisherman 
and enjoyed “jeeping” with family and 

The family of Robert (Bob) 
Myers invites you to join us as 
we celebrate his life on July 
3 at 3 p.m. at 2513 E. County 
Road 3 N, Monte Vista. Dad 
passed away March 14, 2020, 
and due to the COVID-19 
pandemic we chose to delay 
this celebration, we will 
have a memorial service to 
celebrate his life with a dinner 
to follow.

Robert Myers
friends. He was an avid John Deere 
enthusiast, collecting and restoring 
many antique John Deere tractors. 
Other interests included history, 
geology, astronomy, and reading. 
Bob and Bernice enjoyed traveling. 
They not only traveled in the United 
States, but were lucky enough to visit 
every continent on Earth.  Their most 
memorable trips were three cruises to 
Antarctica and touring with the Two-
Cylinder Club in Europe and Australia. 
They enjoyed taking their 5th wheel 
trailer to Mexico in the winter months 
where they would camp near the beach 
with friends and family. 

Bob served on the San Luis Valley 
Irrigation District board, the Colorado 
Groundwater Commission, the San 
Luis Valley Water Conservancy 
District board and as a director of the 
Federal Land Bank Association. Bob 
twice received the Coors Grower of 
the Year Award and one year the Coors 
Environmental Conservation Award. 
He was a member of Center United 
Methodist Church where he served 
in many ways. 

He is survived by his daughters 
Linda Kay Myers Haverland of 
Littleton, Colo., and Janet Lee Myers 
of Center, his son John D Myers (Ginny 

Bond) of Hooper. He was a very special 
Grandpa to 11 grandchildren and 11 
great-grandchildren. Also surviving 
are numerous nieces and nephews and 
many friends.

Bob was preceded in death by his 
parents, his wife Bernice, his brother 
James R Myers of Center, his son 
Steven W. Myers of Alamosa and his 
son-in-law Jack Kuntz of Center.

Memorial contributions can be made 
to Center United Methodist Church or 
the charity of your choice.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care 
of the arrangements.  To leave online 
condolences, words of comfort and 
remarks for Bob’s family, please visit 
www.RogersFunerals.com.

Tillie Gonzales Velasquez

St., Del Norte. The funeral mass will 
be celebrated at Holy Name of Mary 
Catholic Church, 645 Pine St., Del 
Norte, Colorado, on Friday, July 9 
at 10 a.m.

Henry (Hank) Lawrence Nichols

service announceMents

A Celebration of Life for 

Jordi Lamb will take place at 

the Sunnyside Chapel in Creede 

on June 20 at 7 p.m. There 

will be a potluck following the 

ceremony and those who plan 

to attend are requested to bring 

a dish to share. 

Robert (Bob) Myer
Jordi Lamb

Celebration of Life

two 10-acre ponds should be in great 
condition in time for the clinic.  

According to CPW, the two Tucker 
Ponds are easily accessible and 
offer plenty of room for everyone 
to spread out after the clinic to test 
their new skills. Rainbow trout are 
usually plentiful year-round but are 
stocked specifically for the event to 
ensure that the little anglers have the 
chance to catch the “big one.” 

CPW officers offer several stations 
during the clinic that teach the 
fundamentals about fishing and the 
rules and regulations that must be 
followed. All stations are set up 
with fun activities and interactive 
ways to relay important information. 
Children come from far and wide to 
attend the event and they receive a 
rod and reel, donated by CPW, after 

the event. 
South Fork Visitor Center Director 

Mark Teders is usually on site to teach 
participants tips to help them become 
great anglers. Teders is especially 
talented when it comes to tying a 
fishing lure to the end of the line.  

CPW also has a station where 
participants can learn to cast. Poles 
with weights attached to the end of 
the line serve as a great way to learn 
the basic skills of how to cast a line 
out into the deeper parts of the ponds. 
This station is one of the favorites 
every year.  

Once the clinic is complete, 
participants can head on out to the 
ponds to fish. A hotdog lunch is 
provided. Participants can bring their 
fish to the weigh station to see how 
big their fish are.  

For more information, visit www.
southfork.org.

FISHING
Continued from Page 1A
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letter

opinion & editorial

This Sunday we celebrate Father’s 
Day and people everywhere will 
buy cheesy gifts and present them 
to dad.

And he will smile and ooh and 
aah over the polka-dot tie, multi-
tool from some clearance shelf or 
other item he really does not want, 
nor need.

And we do this because that is our 
job. That is how the “junk drawer” 
comes into being and holds said 
items until we die, and the kids 
throw them out. I can only hope 
my son saw the advertisement to 
buy dad a new truck as he is short 
on the gifting idea train.

Way back in the Stone Age there 
was a radio show later turned into 
a television series called “Father 
Knows Best.”

The radio version was vastly 
different from the one developed 
for television as the dad on the radio 
series was tough and a little cutting 
and mean and called the kids names 
like “stupid.” You know? Real life.

The TV version had a much 
softer approach from the father, 
and he only offered sage advice 
to kids who always seemed to be 
in a pickle. You know? Fake life.

Now even though Ol’ Dutch is 
“old as dirt,” according to Miss 
Trixie, I don’t recall watching it 
much growing up or even later so 
maybe it was on a church night 
which seemed to be every night 
for me.

And before you say that much 
church sure didn’t seem to help 
Ol’ Dutch, let me remind you 
many people have already said it 
so that phrase is worn out when it 
comes to me. 

Miss Trixie often wonders just 
what good that much churching 
did me also and thinks that time 
might have been better spent at 
the local boys home or even the 
penitentiary.

I don’t know about you, but 
my father did know best at least 
according to him and as I grew up 
and had children of my own, I found 
out that he probably did.

But there is one thing I have 
found out in my long sojourn upon 
this planet and that is “Father No’s 
Best.”

I can recall driving my mother 
insane enough that she would send 
us to the city pool for the day. Now 
that was real punishment.

But  le t  me jus t  t ry  those 
shenanigans with Dad and soon you 
were weeding the yard, picking up 
trash, mowing the grass, washing 
windows, or painting the church. 
It’s like poking a sleeping bear 
and expecting good results. Will 
not happen.

I soon learned after I had kids 
of my own that we dads just don’t 
have the same fuse length as the 

Editor,
I just finished reading the two Letters 

to the Editor on Page 3A of your 
June 9, 2021, issue about filibusters. 
Both authors hate them. Both authors 
also clearly identify themselves as 
“socially conscious Democrats.” Both 
essentially pray that we somehow put 
a permanent end to the filibuster. Their 
plea is a shining example of the wisdom 
of the adage — “Be careful what you 

pray for.” As is typical of zealots, 
history is the “dish” from which they 
must eat their words.

Yes, passage of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act was delayed by a 60-
day filibuster before it was finally 
passed in a somewhat weaker 
form. The filibuster was led by 
19 U.S. Senators, obviously evil, 
white supremacists. Shame, shame, 
shame on them. But here’s the true 

and painful history of that terrible 
deed: 18 of the 19 Senators who 
participated in the filibuster were, 
are you ready for this, Democrats. 
That’s right, 18 out of 19 Senators, 
roughly 95 percent, who spoke 
almost endlessly against Civil Rights 
were Democrats.

I suggest both authors — be careful 
what you pray for.

John S. Wilder, Monte Vista

Father Knows Best

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

women who birthed those same 
munchkins.

Women somehow are possessed 
with a tremendous amount of 
patience best seen in their ability 
to put up with men.

People always remark that 
Miss Trixie must either be doubly 
blessed with patience or be an angel 
to live with Ol’ Dutch.

But  I  think my handsome 
good looks, singing ability and 
constant filling of the larder 
with fish, deer, elk, bear and 
pronghorn to be redeeming enough 
to overlook some tiny unnoticeable 
imperfection on my part.

We all heard our dear mothers 
say, “just wait til your father comes 
home” and sometimes that meant a 
seat warming party which at least 
got our attention for the moment.

And this was applied far from the 
old brain box and on a part of the 
body with plenty of cushion and 
never in anger so let it go. We all 
turned out fine. Didn’t we?

My own kids had some brain 
disease whereby they minded most 
of the time. And my son’s kids are 
afflicted with the same thing.

I know this is unusual in some 
households and it may be attributed 
to being exposed to radiation 
somewhere near Las Vegas. It 
may be wearing off a tad in 
Granddaughter #1 as she is nearing 
her teen years and no amount of 
radiation can cure that.

But regardless of your upbringing 
or if you are currently undergoing 
trying times with tiny demons of 
your own, celebrate fathers’ day 
this Sunday.

And at least pick up a few new 
fishing lures, a box of ammo or a 
package of beef jerky for the old 
boy that fathered the brood. Then 
make him take all of you out for a 
nice lunch.  

 
Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 

His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.

com. Additional news can be found 

at www.troutrepublic.com

Be careful what you pray for

The Monte Vista Journal 
133 years of news

RepoRteR’s Notebook
by Rebecca copley

MONTE VISTA — “Publick 
Occurrences, Both Forreign and 
Domestick,” was the first multi-page 
newspaper to be printed in America 
all the way back in 1690 before the 
revolutionary war and standardize 
spelling. Newspapers have informed, 
shaped, and recorded much of 
America’s history since then, and 
are still an important part of many 
communities today. 

The Monte Vista Journal has been 
informing the community of Monte 
Vista for well over a century now. 
According to Emma M. Riggenbach’s 
history book “A Bridge to Yesterday: 
An Early History of Monte Vista, 
Colorado,” the Journal was founded 
in 1888 by the father of James and 
Palmer Contant. Riggenbach wrote 
that the family came out west from 
Maine. James and his brother Palmer 
Contant ran the paper together for 
many years after their father’s death. 

Riggenbach writes that back then the 
motto of the Monte Vista Journal was, 
“Peas, Pigs, Potatoes, and Prosperity.” 
The paper showcasing the San Luis 
Valley and its agriculture which is still 
an important part of the community 
today. The newspaper was usually 
eight pages with an ad for Fassett Store 
and a column. 

Back in the early days subscriptions 
to the Journal were $1 per year. 

Riggenbach also wrote, “Many 
times produce of one sort, or another 
was accepted instead of cash for 
subscriptions or advertising. Ads sold 
for .15 an inch.” 

In her book Riggenbach also gives 
a taste of what life was like in the 
early days of Monte Vista writing, “In 
the early days there were lots of fist 
fights, but no gun fights on the streets 
of Monte Vista. The worst crime was 
to steal a horse and every so often a 
horse thief got himself hanged.” 

The Monte Vista Journal was not 
Monte Vista’s first paper, but it has 
been the longest running. The Gazette 
was the first paper published in the 
town back when it was still called 
Henry. The first issue was printed on 
July 15, 1884. Riggenbach writes that 
the newspaper, “Pledged to change 
the polices of the new town, which 
banned saloons, and gambling houses. 
One issue stated that the ‘settlers who 
had bought land on Aldrich’s dry ditch 
wished that they had given their money 
to the foreign heathen instead.’”

The Gazette was quickly followed 
by the San Luis Valley Graphic when 
they published the first issue on Oct. 

6, 1884. The paper continued for 
many years and was a contemporary 
with the Monte Vista Journal into the 
1900s, but it was later sold to the Monte 
Vista Journal. 

Another later newspaper was born 
in 1915 called The Monte Vista 
Tribune. Erl Bigelow who brought 
the newspaper to Monte Vista had 
previously published the La Jara 
Chronicle. It continued in circulation 
until it was finally merged with the 
Monte Vista Journal in Dec. of 1932. 

Although the news business has 
changed throughout the centuries, 
with rise of technology causing many 
people to turn to radio, television, the 
internet, and social media for their 
information.

I still believe that newspapers hold 
an important place in our communities. 
They are a physical record and a rough 
draft of the history of our communities. 
Each new edition published of the 
Monte Vista Journal is a continuation 
of the legacy of those who came 
before us. Newspapers not only serve 
to inform us, but also connect us, 
celebrate our achievements and the 
places we call home.
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raise money for local veteran services. 
The following is the schedule of 

events that was announced by the Del 
Norte Chamber of Commerce. There 
will be some changes to the events, out 
of an abundance of caution for safety 
with local COVID restrictions. 

The weekend begins Thursday night, 
Aug. 5, with a Quilt Show at Kathy’s 
Fabric Trunk that will run throughout 
the weekend.

Later that evening will be the annual 
“Meet your Neighbor” potluck at 6 p.m. 
at the River Valley Inn Nursing Home. 
Come meet the community with this 
fun and interactive event, that not only 
showcases homemade recipes but allows 
guests to interact with neighbors and 
friends. River Valley Inn is hosting this 
year’s event and invites the community 
to come and tour the home, meet the 
staff, and say hello to residents.  

Friday, Aug. 6, at 6 p.m. come out and 
enjoy some barbecue with a pig roast 
at the big tent next to Lowe’s Market 
on Highway 160 and support local 
veterans. The center hosts this annual 
event as one of its main fundraisers, with 
all proceeds going towards the center 
and activities for local veterans. There 
will be live entertainment provided by 
The Dean Family.  

Saturday, Aug. 7, is jam-packed with 
events for the entire family as Del Norte 
prepares to honor the people of the west 

with their annual parade. The day starts 
early with the annual Del Norte Library 
Book Sale that begins at 7 a.m. The sale 
is the library’s only fundraising event, 
and all proceeds go to the library to help 
purchase new books, update computer 
equipment and pay for activities offered 
by the library. The library is 103 years 
old this year and has come a long way 
in the last two years. 

Also beginning at 7 a.m. the Val Alto 
pancake breakfast will be at the High 
Valley Community Center. The Bee’s 
Knees 5K walk and run will take place 
at 7:30 a.m. It takes participants from 
the High Valley Community Center 
up around D Mountain and back to 
Del Norte.  

At 8 a.m. that annual Pie Sale will 

take place at the Ruth Marie Center 
where people can come and purchase 
pies with proceeds going to activities 
held at the center. The parade kicks off 
with opening ceremonies on Grande 
Avenue at 10 a.m. The annual Del 
Norte Fire Department barbecue lunch 
starts immediately after at the firehouse 
on Grande Avenue. All proceeds go to 
help with training and equipment costs 
for the department. 

While out enjoying the day and 
everything there is to do, don’t forget 
to swing into the Rio Grande County 
Museum to learn about the Woman of 
the West and enjoy an ice cream social 
that will take place at 11 a.m. 

A full list of activities can be found 
at www.coveredwagondays.com.

File photo

your night sky

Omega 
Centauri 
Viewing 

By darlene danko

Omega Centauri is the largest 
globular cluster in the Milky 
Way and contains about 10 
million stars. It has a diameter 
of 230 light years and is 10 times 
more massive than a typical star 
cluster. What is interesting about 
this cluster is that it most likely 
doesn’t have planets and is not 
home to life. 

The stars are packed so tightly 
that there is only 0.16 light years 
between them. That is close. The 
closest star to our Sun is 25 light 
years away. There is a possibility 
that this was a small galaxy that 
the Milky Way absorbed. What is 
interesting about Omega Centauri 
is that it is the brightest of all the 
globular star clusters close to us. 
It is only visible in the southern 
United States April through June.

To look for it, first find the 
Big Dipper high up in the sky. 
Then follow its handle down to 
the star Arcturus. Then follow it 
down to the bright star Spica. I 
have written about these two stars 
before. They are currently in the 
south-south-west. When you find 
Spica, look straight down low in 
the sky to find Omega Centauri. 
It is 35 degrees below Spica.

The only problem is that if 
you live with a lot of mountains 
around you, it may be behind 

them. With unaided vision it will 
look like a faint fuzzy star. Then 
with binoculars or a telescope, 
it will look bigger and brighter.

We have some good news. The 
Lookout Mountain Observatory 
in Del Norte is finally holding a 
public meeting on Saturday, June 
19 at 7 p.m. That will be at the 
Rio Grande County Court House 
annex at 965 6th St. followed 
by a star party at the Del Norte 
observatory. You should bring a 
flashlight to walk up the rocky 
trail from the Annex to the 
observatory. There has not been a 
decision as to whether we need to 
wear masks, so you should bring 
one just in case.

June 20 is the longest day of the 
year as summer begins. On June 
21, Venus blazes about 5 degrees 
from Pollux. Look low in the north-
west sky about 45 minutes after 
sunset because they will set fast. 
Venus is just to the lower left of 
Pollux, and Mars is to the upper left 
of them, making it visible longer. 
Have fun observing!

item donations for our Feed the Bears 
Fundraising Sale in August. If you have 
household items laying around you might 
not need, we will take them! Proceeds will 
be put back into South Fork in the form of 
bear signs in local parks and the Community 
Center,” the group stated.

Donated items must be clean and in good 
shape for resale. The donation dropoff site 
is located behind the old Hungry Logger 
building. 

For more information, send SFFF 
a Facebook message or email info@
friendsofsouthfork.com.

SALE
Continued from Page 1A
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Hikers received 
assistance in three 
separate incidents

By priscilla Waggoner

CONEJOS COUNTY — Last 
week, the Conejos County Sheriff’s 
Office (CCSO) and Flight for Life 
completed three search and rescue 
missions within a 24-hour period, all 
in the same general area. Two were 
separate events and within just minutes 
of the other.

On Tuesday, June 8, CCSO received 
an emergency call for help via an 
InReach GPS Responder from two 
people stranded on a cliff in a snowfield 
near Gunsight Pass in the San Juan 
Wilderness area, approximately seven 
miles west of the town of Platoro. 

Conejos County Sheriff Garth 
Crowther and CCSO personnel 
responded along with a Flight for Life 
helicopter team out of Durango.  

Crowther, CCSO deputies and the 
helicopter team successfully reached 
the stranded hikers and assisted them 
to safety. Undeterred, the two hikers 
continued their trek.

The next day, CCSO received 
another emergency call for help from 
the same area near Gunsight Pass. 
A husband and wife from the Los 
Angeles area had been attempting to 
descend a steep avalanche chute when 
a rock broke loose and rolled down the 
mountainside, striking the woman in 
the left leg and rendering her unable 
to walk. 

Again, CCSO personnel and Flight 
for Life from Durango responded and 
were airlifted into the area. Once on the 
ground, they climbed up the avalanche 

Busy 24 hours for CCSO, Flight for Life
chute to the injured woman and flight 
nurses attended to her injuries.

As the flight nurses were attending to 
the woman, another hiker — unrelated 
to the couple from Los Angeles — 
fell in the snow-covered chute and 
tumbled several hundred feet down the 
mountainside.

The nurses stabilized the woman 
and then, along with responders, 
immediately hiked to the fallen man 
who came to rest in a small patch of 
shrubs. 

According to a statement from 
CCSO, “The male victim was stabilized, 
carried off the mountain by responders 
and loaded in the first Flight for Life 
Helicopter. A second Flight for Life 
helicopter was dispatched out of Pueblo 
for the injured female. Both of the 
injured hikers were taken to Pagosa 
Springs for further medical attention.”

The rescued hikers were trekking 
the Continental Divide Trail (CDT), a 
trail that starts in New Mexico at the 
U.S. border with Chihuahua, Mexico 
and covers 3,100 miles through five 
states, ending in Montana at the 
Canadian border. Listed as one of the 
three trails that make up the “Triple 
Crown” — those that are the longest 
and most challenging — the CDT is 
only completed by 100-200 hikers a 
year, despite being started by many 
more times that number. 

The CDT takes about 150 days to 
complete (hiking an average of 24 
miles a day), gains and loses a total of 
about 457,000 feet in elevation, is pretty 
much guaranteed to eat through four or 
five pairs of shoes over the course of 
the journey and takes hikers through 
extraordinary, remote and occasionally 
frightening terrain.

And if that’s not enough information, 

there’s a collection of websites to fill 
in the gaps, featuring stories such as 
“The Heartbreak and Horror of the 
Continental Divide Trail,” videos like 
“Just how dangerous is the Continental 
Divide Trail?” or blogs listing the “Ttp 
five things that scared the s*** out of 
me while hiking the CDT.”

Comments from people who have 
finished the trek frequently mention 
the “San Juan Mountains in Southern 
Colorado” as a beautiful part of the trail 
with stretches that require hikers to be 
“crazy brave.”

None of this comes as a surprise to 
Sheriff Crowther whose office gets 
numerous emergency calls each year for 
lost, injured and sick hikers attempting 
the CDT. Between “peak season in the 
spring and summer months” and “calls 
to rescue snowmobilers, cross-country 
skiers and snowshoers in the winter,” 
CCSO responded to 40 calls last year 
alone.

“Some of the rescues are very 
complex,” Crowther said, “and then 
some are people just making a wrong 
turn who need help finding where to 
go.” 

CCSO is responsible for all search 
and rescue calls in Conejos County, 
which, in addition to the regular duties 
of law enforcement in a rural area, 
makes the office a very busy place. 
Luckily, they’re helped by a team of 
volunteers, but Crowther’s first choice 
is to cover the call with deputies.

“If it’s too big, then we reach out to 
the volunteers. But we hate to take them 
away from making their living, so if we 
can cover it, we do,” Crowther said.

Teaming up with Flight for Life was 
Crowther’s idea, implemented after 
being elected sheriff in 2018, and he 
describes the crews out of Durango and 

Pueblo as an “invaluable, professional 
and irreplaceable asset to the sheriff’s 
office.”  

Looking to expand those assets, 
Crowther is also meeting with Reach 
in Alamosa to hopefully work with 
them, as well. 

As far as this past week is concerned, 
Crowther expressed his gratitude to 
the Flight for Life crews “for their 
professional response and assistance 
in these emergencies.”

As far as his experiences this week 

are concerned, Crowther said what one 
would expect of a man willing to get out 
of a helicopter and climb down a snow-
covered avalanche chute to help a hiker 
who literally fell into some trouble.

“It makes you feel good when you 
can help people in their time of need,” 
Crowther said.

The Conejos County Sheriff’s Office 
is seeking donations to buy a snowcat to 
use in the winter. Anyone interested in 
contributing should contact the sheriff’s 
office at 719-376-2196.
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No. 4678 published in the South Fork Tines,  Thursday, May 27 and June 3, 10 and 17, 2021.

Storage units # 21, 25, 26, 29, 37

will be sold at Elk Country Storage 

84 Four Seasons Dr. South Fork. Sat. 

June 26  9 AM.
No. 4682 published in the South Fork Tines, 
Thursday, June 17 and 24, 2021.

Have you ever hired a professional 
to prune a tree in your yard? Dave 
and I have someone to do that for us 
and there are times when he’s cut the 
branches back so far that I’ve said to 
him, “There is nothing left. You have 
totally destroyed our tree!” But he told 
me, “You just watch and see.” And sure 
enough, before long the tree was much 
better looking than it was before.

Just like trees need pruning from 
time to time to remove dead branches 
or areas where there is overgrowth, you 
and I need to be pruned or reshaped at 
different times in different areas of our 
lives. We may not enjoy the pruning 
process, but when it’s over, we’re much 
better off than we were before.

You see, God wants us to be at our 
very best—spiritually, emotionally and 
physically.

John 15:2 (AMP) says, “Every 
branch in Me that does not bear fruit, 
He takes away; and every branch that 
continues to bear fruit, He [repeatedly] 
prunes, so that it will bear more fruit 
[even richer and finer fruit].”

It’s good for us to stop and evaluate 
our lives sometimes and ask God to 
show us if there are things that need to 
be cut off because they are hindering 
our growth in our relationship with 
Him. Ask yourself: Am I dragging 
around “dead branches” in my life? 
Maybe it’s a bad relationship, an old 
wound from your past, or a negative 
attitude that keeps you from enjoying 
life to the fullest.

It would be nice if we could see what 
God sees and say, “Yes, God. Let’s get 
rid of that dead branch.” But many 
times we’re too afraid to give up what 
we know for something new that we 
just can’t see or understand.

The truth is you can be miserable 
dragging those dead things around or 
you can go through the pain of letting 

God “prune” them away. Even though 
it’s uncomfortable, the best thing you 
can do is let God prune you, because 
after the hard part is over, you will see 
some amazing results!

God doesn’t want you to struggle 
all the time. He loves you so much 
that He will never give up on you. As 
we allow Him to speak into our lives, 
He teaches and trains us to be kind and 
gentle, peaceful and patient, loving 
and forgiving like Him. But we cannot 
develop that “fruit” on our own.

John 15:4 (AMP) says, “Just as no 
branch can bear fruit by itself without 
remaining in the vine, neither can you 
[bear fruit, producing evidence of your 
faith] unless you remain in Me.”

In other words, we need to spend 
time with God. 

Our relationship with God is about 
much more than going to church on 
Sunday and reading the Word as a 
religious duty. He wants a personal 
relationship with each of us. 

When we stay connected to God 
through meaningful Bible study and 
prayer, we’re remaining in Jesus. God 
wants us to be so rooted and grounded 
in His love that nothing can shake us—
so we’re able to bear good fruit in even 
the hardest, most difficult seasons of 
life.

God has a good plan for your life. He 
wants to take you to the next level in 
your relationship with Him, but there 
are some things that He wants you to 
leave behind—past hurts, insecurities, 
or anything you look to for a sense of 
security other than God Himself.

Don’t ever be afraid to surrender to 
God so He can prune the things that are 
hurting and hindering you from moving 
forward in your relationship with Him.

The apostle Paul said, “…One thing 
I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
reaching forward to what lies ahead, 

I press on toward the goal to win the 
[heavenly] prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-
14 AMP).

Make a determined decision to let go 
of the past and press on to experience 
a fuller, richer, more abundant life in 
Christ.

Pray today: “God, I’m tired of 
dragging this heavy load around with 
me. I’m ready to let it go so I can get 
on with my life and experience a closer 
relationship with You. Help me to 
know that You love me and that You 
will work everything out for my good.”

If we will totally give ourselves to 
God, He will give us His best for us. 
It may not be what we thought we 
wanted, but it will be exactly what 
we need. And it will be greater than 
anything we could have asked for.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD series Using Your 
Time Wisely. You can also contact us 
to receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
130 books, including BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and her newest 
devotional QUIET TIMES WITH GOD 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

Growing Pains that 
Produce Amazing Results!

of July or mid-August on most rivers 
across the state.

Based on current conditions, CROA 
forecasts the following outlook for 
rivers across the state:

• Western Slope (Taylor & Animas): 
With snowpack at 70% this year, lower 
water levels may hit earlier than normal, 
but outfitters are expecting great family 
runs through mid-August and perhaps 
later.

• Colorado River: The river near 
Glenwood Springs is currently seeing 
higher flows due to contributions from 
the Eagle River and Roaring Fork. 
Flows are currently slightly lower 
than normal near Kremmling due to 
early season water being held in the 
reservoirs. When the reservoir water 
is released later in June, levels will 
come up and runs will last through 
September. 

• Clear Creek: Clear Creek is 
currently running strong and anticipated 
to run through the end of July and 
perhaps into early August if weekly 
moisture continues. *Current access 
restrictions are in place for tubing-
type activities only near Golden; not 
commercial rafting outfitters. 

• Poudre: Benefitting from great 
late-season moisture, the Poudre River 
will likely provide strong runs through 

August. *Current access restrictions are 
in place in Fort Collins for tubing-type 
activities only; not commercial rafting 
outfitters in Poudre Canyon. 

• Arkansas River: The Arkansas’ 
Controlled Flow program should 
ensure water for recreation through 
mid-August.

RIVER Continued from Page 1A
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“The savings will be given back 
to members,” Howard emphasized. 

On the topic of savings to members, 
SLVREC has stated that its use of 
renewable energy sources is designed 
to save members on their energy bills. 
When asked to provide specifics 
about the amount of savings involved, 
Howard stated that SLVREC has two 
power purchase agreements. 

One power purchase agreement is 
with a small hydro facility located 
northwest of South Fork. According 
to Howard, that agreement, under 
which SLVREC purchases power at 
a wholesale cost, accounts for about 
1% of the power SLVREC provides. 
According to Howard, that small 
hydro facility does not save members 
any money. 

However, the second agreement, 
with the Penitente Solar facility 
located west of Center, does save 

money as the cost for power is less 
than the wholesale cost. Penitente 
produces 2% to 3% of the kilowatt 
hours provided for members and 
results in, roughly, a 1% savings.

“We support renewable energy,” 
Howard stated. “We have an active 
net meter member program for those 
members who want to put solar 
on their house. Our rates are also 
designed to make sure the people who 
put solar on their house are paying 
their fair share and other members 
of REC are not subsidizing those 
members [who are installing solar]. 
But if members want to put solar on 
their house, we support that. Almost 
every day, I get a new application 
where someone wants to put solar on 
their house or business. And Penitente 
does save us money. To the extent that 
we can find installations like that or 
negotiate those agreements like that, 

we will.”
A second announcement made in 

2020 by Tri-State Generation and 
Transmission addressed “partial-
requirement contracts” that would 
allow member cooperatives to 
potentially self-supply more power 
than what their contracts with Tri-
State currently allow. 

SLVREC is currently allowed to 
self-supply a maximum of 5%. The 
two power purchase agreements with 
the hydro facility and Penitente Solar 
provide 4% of their kilowatt hours. 

Howard stated that SLVREC is 
currently looking for other installations 
to provide the 1% self-supply usage 
SLVREC is currently allowed but 
operational considerations limit 
choices due to the inability of the 
Tri-State system to put excess power 
“on the grid,” resulting in the need for 
all power to be consumed. 

SLVREC
Continued from Page 1A

suBMitted article

DEL NORTE — Hello community 
members! Summer session at High 
Valley Community Center has 
officially started! We are so happy 
to see the kids again and meet new 
friends as well. 

Tuesdays and Thursdays the 
kids spent time drawing chalk art 
on the sidewalk, painting planets, 
participating in scavenger hunts and 
of course, playing outside on our 
playground. 

The kids visited the Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and swam at 
the Sand Dunes Swimming Pool. 
Next week, the kids’ fieldtrip is to 
be determined. We will be in touch 

with caretakers when we find out 
more information.

The junior staff members were 
set loose on the community this 
past Thursday. The junior staff 
typically will be helping with 
various community service projects 
in the morning and will assist local 
businesses in the afternoon. 

The goal of the project is to 
integrate the older youths into 
the community through hands on 
experience and community service. 
If your child is seventh grade or older, 
they are welcome to sign up for junior 
staff. They must also be registered 
through HVCC. More information 
is on our website, thehvcc.org.

We are also excited to announce 
that our summer baseball games have 
begun. We have games scheduled 
with Sargent, Monte Vista and Center. 
Baseball game schedules are located on 
our website, theHVCC.org under the 
heading, “Baseball Updates!”. If you 
are unsure of where your child needs to 
be or if you have any other questions, 
please give us a call at 719-657-2172. 

We would like to acknowledge 
Isaac and Max for their good deeds 
this past week. Both boys helped wipe 
down tables so the other kids could 
eat off a clean surface. Thank you, 
boys! Great job. Enjoy your week, 
everyone! Please stop by and say hi 
if you are in the neighborhood.

HVCC excited about session
staff report

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Another 
dry summer means increased wildfire 
activity and potentially smoky skies in 
the San Luis Valley. The San Luis Valley 
Public Health Partnership encourages 
residents to be proactive in protecting 
their health when wildfire smoke or dust 
is present in the air. Be informed and take 
action to protect yourself if conditions are 
unhealthy, whether an official warning 
or advisory has been issued. 

Keeping windows open during nice 
weather in order to increase ventilation 
while the pandemic continues is a smart 
idea. But, when there is smoke, it’s 
better to use other ways to clean indoor 
air. See some ideas below.

• Use a portable air cleaner in one or 
more rooms. Portable air cleaners work 
best when run continuously with doors 
and windows closed.

• Whenever you can, use air 
conditioners, heat pumps, fans, and 
window shades to keep your cleaner 
air space comfortably cool on hot days.

• If you have a forced-air system in 
your home, you may need to speak with 
a qualified heating, ventilation, and 
air conditioning (HVAC) professional 
about different filters (HEPA or MERV-
13 or higher) and settings (“Recirculate” 
and “On” rather than “Auto”) you can 
use to reduce indoor smoke.

• Avoid activities that create more 
indoor and outdoor air pollution, such 
as frying foods, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and using gas-powered appliances. 

• People who have difficulty 
breathing indoors on smoky days may 
want to try wearing an N95 or P100 
respirator indoors. 

Most healthy people exposed to 
light wildfire smoke recover quickly 
and don’t suffer long-term problems. 

However, some factors can increase 
this likelihood, such as,

• Exposure to very heavy smoke or 
exposure over a longer period of time

• Children, elderly and pregnant 
women

• Those with pre-existing asthma, 
COPD, or other chronic lung or heart 
diseases

One way to gauge risk is by checking 
visibility. If visibility is less than 5 
miles, levels are unhealthy, and people 
should stay indoors if possible. The 
5-3-1 method can be a helpful guide, 
and it can be found at nmfireinfo.com/
smoke-management. 

Use good judgment to take care of 
your body. If you feel bad, no matter 
the visibility, make sure to stay inside 
or get to an area with better air quality. 
Some symptoms, like dry cough, sore 
throat, and difficulty breathing can be 
caused by both wildfire smoke exposure 
and COVID-19. Other symptoms like 
fever or chills, muscle or body aches, 
and diarrhea are not related to smoke 
exposure. Check with your doctor as 
needed. If you have severe symptoms 
like difficulty breathing or chest pain, 
immediately call 911.

For more information on air quality 
in your area, go to the following website 
https://fire.airnow.gov/ and put in your 
zip code to see data from air quality 
sensors and monitors near you. Each 
sensor/monitor location provides an 
air quality index (AQI) based on the 
amount of particulate matter in the air. 
It will also show how far away certain 
fires are, and whether a smoke plume 
is in the area.

For more information on COVID19 
and Wildfire Smoke, see www.cdc.gov/
disasters/covid-19/wildfire_smoke_
covid-19.html.

SLVPHP provides tips for 
coping with smoky skies
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From hot new shops to great restaurant specials, 
entertainment, services and more, our Local Businesses 

have you  covered, don’t miss out on a thing!

852-5700 • 859 Acequia Dr. • Monte Vista

Free Estimates

All Insurance Claims Accepted

Glasurit Waterborne Paint… 
Environmentally Friendly!

(719) 852-8849 • 839 First Ave. • Monte Vista 

Men’s & Women’s 
Clothing Jewelry, 

Shoes, Accessories 
and much more!

Gifts of all sizes for 
all occasions! 

Winter Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Shop Online! www.thefineryboutique.com

Follow us on social media @bebeautiulmontevista

Dr. Lucero, 
D.D.S., 

Prosthodontist
Family Dentistry

      852-2552 
10 Rupert St. • Monte Vista

The Monte Vista Coop

719-852-5181   WWW.MVCOOP.COM 

901 First Ave., Monte Vista   852-5933

Is this your 
dream home?

Maybe… maybe not. 
But, whatever your dream 
home looks like, RG Bank 

can help that dream become a reality with 
affordable financing at terms to fit your 

needs. Call us today!

Purchase • Construction • Refinance

 www.RGBank.bank NMLS #421822

Member

FDIC

Shades,
Quilts, & Etc.
Quilting • Window Treatments 

Yarn • DMC Embroidery

129 Adams St. • Monte Vista
852-2179

Spring Sale!
15% Off

Everything in the Store!

New Hours: Thurs. & Friday 9-5, Sat. 9-3

150 N. Broadway
Monte Vista

San Luis Valley
Auto Repair llc

Complete Automotive Service

Matt Ratzlaff
(719) 852-2536

3415 Mariposa • Alamosa

401 Edison Ave. • Alamosa

330 Solar • Monte Vista

www.slvfed.com

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
The Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
The Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

P.O. Box 875
1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista

(719) 852-0353
www.wentanip.com

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc Don Wenta, 
Owner

All lines of CIPC, DMN, EC, Biox and Sanitizers
A local family-owned business specializing in potato sprout 

control and crop storage management solutions.

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Your Local Businesses!

Support Local

In Print & Online
www.montevistajournal.com

Valley Publishing 719-852-3531

JOURNAL
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“Gateway to the San Juans”

Gateway to the Silver Thread

1892 - 2020 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’

Mother gave me a small box of old pocket 
watches and a book entitled “A Practical 
Course in Horology.”   It was a Christmas 
gift.  A family heirloom, of sorts.

“I don’t know if you’ve got anything of 
your father’s,” she said.  “Fixing watches 
was his hobby.  I thought you might enjoy 
these.”

A wave of emotion swept through me.  
Although the sensation lasted only seconds, 
I felt the complete awareness of how much 
of me was him.

“Did I get anything of my father’s?”  I 
should say so.

Agriculture, for lack of a more glamor-
ous word; cowboy, livestock veterinarian, 
horseman, meats man, cattle feeder, animal 
scientist.  This that I am, he gave to me.  I 
don’t mean specifically my first horse, ol’ 
Maggie when I was in the 3rd grade.  Nor 
even the evening milking chores I started at 

age nine.  But the whole encompassing gift 
of the world of soil and sky and grass and 
animals and manual labor.

I grew up speaking the language of agri-
culture.  It was his language and that of his 

family.  Over the years I became absorbed in 
and by his farming heritage.  His father was a 
horseman, as well as some of his siblings, my 
cousins, and now my children.  They were 
livestock people, cowmen, small farmers, 
cotton, grain, row crops, big gardens, chick-
en yards, pig pens, milk cows, draft horses, 
tractors, combines, pickup trucks, windmills, 
coon dogs, barn cats, big Sunday dinners, 
fishin’ in the tank and goin’ to church.

His family was musical.  They all played 
instruments.  It was literally in their blood.  
Grandpa, aunts, uncles, cousins, brothers, 
sisters, children and grandchildren.  They 
play...we play, I should say, as easily as 
some people swing a bat, bake a pie or shoe 
a horse.

He wrote songs.  I have a box full of his 
old songs, lyrics only.  The notes are not 
written.  The melodies all died with him.  I 
have a notebook full of living room hits of 

my own.  Only the words are written down.  
I don’t read music either.

They say he was a raconteur, an entertain-
ing public speaker and could tell a funny 
story.  That’s how I make my living today.

So to my sweet mother who raised us, I 
say thanks for the watches and the book on 
horology.  But even without them I can say 
with gratitude and fondness that, yes, I have 
something of his...I am my father’s son.

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-

ian and irregular commentator on National 

Public Radio, is America’s best-selling cowboy 

poet. He is a frequent performer at national 

stock shows and rodeos as well as in many 

smaller local events. He is author of several 

books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and 

Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com

By linda relyea and kait-

lyn kelley

ALAMOSA — Cattle and creeks 
— who knew they had so much in 
common? But a unique research 
project allows Adams State Univer-
sity faculty and students to look at 
their connections and the vital role 
they play in the San Luis Valley.

For generations, cattle ranch-

ers have supplied the market with 
quality meat and contributed to 
the economy. Mountain creeks are 
essential for a great diversity of 
life, from microorganisms to a bull 
moose and algae to the towering 
ponderosa pine, as well as provid-
ing a natural resource for fishing 
and a pleasant location for picnics 
or camping.

Water and beef — livelihoods for 
sure and starting in the fall of 2020 
an opportunity for Adams State 
University students to conduct 
scientific research on their relation-
ship. In 2019, the National Science 
Foundation awarded a $1.8-million 
grant to Adams State to study the 
effect of cattle grazing on woodland 

Photo courtesy of Adams State University

Adams State University Aspen Stephens helps fellow students run tests on samples collected for the National 
Science Foundation grant research on the relationship between cattle and creeks.

Grazing research project looks at vital 
connections between creeks and cattle

Please see PROJECT on Page 3
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A cell tower next to the Monte Vista 
City Hall.

Local resident 
shares concerns over 

communication towers
City states place-
ment of towers is 
regulated by FCC

By reBecca copley 
MONTE VISTA — “I have 

some bad news and some 
good news,”  Marianna 
King told the Monte Vista 
City Council at their meet-
ing Thursday, June 3, dur-
ing her presentation on the 
hazards of communication 
towers.

King said she became in-
terested in electromagnetic 
radiation when she lived in 
Los Angeles and that her 
interest has continued.

Her presentation came 
during the public comment 
portion of the agenda.

“It’s called electronic 
pollution. Communication 
towers have been shown 
to be detrimental to wild-
life and of course we have 
the cranes. And also, to 
have a negative impact on 
businesses and the value 
of property,” said King. 
These and other findings 
were detailed in a book that 
she left them called, “An 
Electronic Silent Spring: 
Facing the Dangers and 
Creating Safe Limits,” by 

Katie Singer. 
King said these towers present 

serious health hazards. A com-
munication tower stands close 
to City Hall.

“EMF ‘chronic’ exposure is 
See TOWERS on Page 3
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Land, Water and People
By gregg goodland

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 6/30/2021.

There is nothing more terrify-
ing than planning to teach forestry 
and fire concepts to elementary 
students in their final year. I mean, 
they know a lot! Right? For the 
past few weeks, all I could think 
of was that old TV show hosted by 
Jeff Foxworthy, “Are You Smarter 
Than a Fifth Grader?” I’d been 
planning to present at the Youth 
Conservation Camp for month now 
and the days finally arrived this 
week when I took the stage at the 
beautiful Youth Camp at Beaver 
Creek. It turns out, I had one of my 
best experiences since arriving here 
on the Rio Grande NF.

All the teachers are laughing 
right now but they know how I 
felt. Later, I realized that the feel-
ing was unwarranted. Somehow, I 
knew that. The thing about it was 
determining precisely how much 
material to present to them because 
they will surely gobble it up and beg 
for more. Well, I made it through 
camp and all I can think of now is 
that I want to go back! The energy 
oozing from those students was 
intoxicating! I’ll figure out what 
additional information to give them. 
Surely my boss will be ok if I don’t 
return to the office. It’s for a good 
cause, right?

The “cause” is promoting good 
land stewardship with each gen-
eration. From my experience at 
this year’s camp, the future is very 
bright. My partner Katie Goodleaf 
and I had the pleasure of presenting 
to, and interacting with, students 
that went by camp names such as 
Anaconda Annika and Tiger Treven. 
All the students were eager to learn 
and had not one ounce of hesitation 
to engage and learn new concepts. 

I jokingly threatened the kids 
with a 10-mile hike until I learned 
that they would actually like to take 
one. But we dove right in. A short 
hike here and we met some local 
trees, blindfolded. Another hike 
there and we reminded the kids of 
the water cycle. With real hands-on 
activities they deftly displayed their 
knowledge of that critical concept. 
Then, we went right into the water 
to explore the wonderful world of 
macroinvertebrates. You wouldn’t 

Teaching Forestry at the Youth Conservation Camp
believe it! There are more tiny crit-
ters in that water than you might 
ever imagine. It was an absolutely 
wonderful activity and the kids all 
said it was one of the favorites.

After drying our feet and hav-
ing lunch we met a local fire crew 
stationed at the Saguache Ranger 
District. The firefighters put on 
a good show by showcasing the 
various tools and equipment used 
in wildland fire fighting with the 
highlight of allowing the kids to 
spray water from the engine. The 
captain told me later he was sure we 
had one or two future firefighters in 
the group. I hope so. 

Speaking of fire, we introduced 
the students to the concept of fire 
dependent ecosystems and showed 
how a couple of area tree species 
have learned to adapt to frequent 
fire over the millennia. This topic 
naturally led right into the con-
cept of the successional stages of 
a forest. The students seemed to 
intuitively understand this concept. 

On the final day we gathered in 
an aspen grove and learned about 
the various ways to observe and 
understand all that a forest has to 
offer. 10 minutes of near motion-
lessness is quite the accomplish-
ment for an 11-year-old! We noted 
rotting logs that will eventually 
become soil, cavities that house 
unseen creatures, and the abundant 
markings of elk scraping or tasting 
the aspen stems. We closed out 
the camp with one of our “shar-
ing circles.” In these beneficial 
sessions, the person holding the 
“speakers pinecone” had the floor 
and was able to share their insights 
and feelings. You can’t imagine my 
pleasure when all of the students 
stated that they enjoyed themselves 
and had learned so much. And they 
supported that with speaking quite 
intelligently about the concepts we 
had explored.

I want to give a shout out to the 
folks that organized the camp. From 
the Rio Grande Watershed Conser-
vation Education Initiative (RGW-
CEI), Hannah and Bethany helped 
me through the planning process as 
much as they could. I felt welcomed 
and valued to be a part of this great 

endeavor. I will definitely plan on 
attending next year’s event. I only 
wish I didn’t have to wait that long!

Gregg Goodland is the Public 
Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest. An avid outdoor 

enthusiast, you’ll find him enjoying 
all public lands as often as possible.

You’ve all heard 
of the buzz about 

the farmers market 
coming to Del Norte 
– and the buzz is true!

Mercado Del Norte is a brand-
new community event that will 
hold its first market on Thursday, 
June 17 from 3PM to 7PM. The 
event will be on the block of Spruce 
Street, next to Simple Foods and 
Carthers Roadhouse, between 
Hwy 160 and 5th Street. The event 
will run every Thursday from June 
through early September.

Mercado Del Norte is a lively 
farmers market event featuring the 
best local produce vendors as well 
as unique, handmade arts and crafts 
vendors. The event will also feature 
LIVE MUSIC from local musicians 
as well as big-name hits through 
the season!

The event organizers all live lo-
cally around the town of Del Norte, 
and are excited to create this special 
space for our community members 
to gather, enjoy live music, and 
shop the variety of local goods 
offered by market vendors. The 
market will feature EBT readers 
for purchasing fresh produce. We 
will have hand sanitation stations 
and will follow CDC-approved 
guidelines.

Bring the whole family along 
to celebrate community, enjoy the 
summer vibes, and boogie down 
to some live tunes! Mercado is an 
inclusive event that welcomes folks 
from all backgrounds, celebrating 
the diversity of all cultures, ethnici-
ties, genders, and races.

Mercado Del Norte is also seek-
ing more vendors. Vendors must 
apply online at www.MercadoDel-
Norte.org under “Vendors.”  Check 
us out online and on Facebook to 
stay updated, and see you at the 
Mercado!

Mercado Del Norte: 
New Farmers Market 

Starting This Thursday
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Home of the Cowboys

 7. “Hawaii Five-O” actor 
McBride

10. Most aged

12. Fitted with a shoe

13. Courteously

14. They form over cuts

15. Western Alaskan river

16. Aggressive men

17. Farm animal

18. Young woman (French)

19. Sixth month of Hebrew 
calendar

21. Short cry 

22. State capital

27. Rural delivery

28. “Twilight Zone” creator

33. Gigabyte

34. Flammable hydrocarbon

36. Supervises flying

37. An actor who plays a 

principal role

38. Furnace for pottery

39. Fall back

40. Afrikaans word for 
language

41. Chinese city

44. Fleshy

45. Inventor

48. Taxis

49. A citizen of Spain

50. Important age for aging 
workers (abbr.)

51. Body part

CLUES DOWN

 1. Chinese mountain range

 2. Romanian city

 3. Fishermen cast it

 4. Shelter from wind

 5. Sign language

 6. Pigpen

 7. Make sore

 8. Flat metal shelves

 9. Forms that say who you are

10. Cigar lovers’ necessity

11. Popular cooking ingredient

12. Skin covering the head

14. Unshakable

17. Exclamation meaning 
“Finally!”

18. One of the wise men’s gifts

20. Take away from

23. In accordance with the law

24. Nicole Kidman’s husband

25. NY Giants legend

26. Utilize

29. Beloved Hollywood alien

30. Unwell

31. More destitute

32. Grinded together

35. Sun up in New York

36. Italian-made cars

38. Most sacred site in Islam

40. Rip apart

41. Go in a specified direction

42. Freshwater mussel genus

43. “__ the Man” Musical

44. One thousand cubic feet 
(abbr.)

45. West coast time zone

46. Mimic

47. You can get one in summer

Mountain View Manor
311 Washington, Monte Vista

719-852-5778

Safe, Secure, Affordable Senior Citizen Housing

1 Bedroom Fully Contained Apartments
Utilities Included • Close to Downtown

Independent Living • Income-Based Rentstreams. 
Kathleen White, who graduated 

this spring, loved being out in na-
ture and getting to know professors 
and classmates better.

“It was amazing being able to be 
a part of the research and have a say 
in a lot of it,” White said. 

Role of natural geography
In the summer of 2020, Adams 

State professors and staff across 
science disciplines began initial 
work on the project. They visited 
potential locations for the research 
and discussed how to safely and 
accurately guide students in collect-
ing samples through course-based 
undergraduate research experiences 
(CUREs).

According to NSF Grant Project 
Director Aaron Montoya, students 
and faculty together gathered, 
analyzed, and interpreted the data 
during their gateway STEM courses 
and as part of the coursework for 
these classes. The goal is to pro-
vide students more opportunities 
to experience research early in their 
college career.

Of course, choosing locations 
was an important aspect. The San 
Juan Mountain Range to the west 
was formed through volcanic activ-
ity lending to a more undulating ter-
ritory as opposed to the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountain Range to the east, 
formed through upthrust creating 
steeper grades and slopes. These 
differences go beyond geoscience 
as cattle are less likely to thrive on 
grazing areas that are difficult to 
navigate. Therefore, only the San 
Juan’s public lands are leased to 
fatten livestock during the summer 
months.

Adams State students used the 
process known as the Rapid Stream 
Assessment Survey to measure the 
health of Rock Creek, in the San 
Juan Mountains, compared to North 
Crestone Creek, located in the non-
grazed public lands of the Sangre 
de Cristo Mountains. 

Pandemic didn’t stop research
COVID-19 presented real chal-

lenges to implementing the study. 
In future years, all students in 
gateway STEM courses will have 
the opportunity collect data from 
the mountain streams. However, 
COVID travel restrictions made 
this impossible last year.

Rather than limit or stall the 
grant, professors hired students 
to work with them to collect the 
samples and then presented the 
collection techniques to the large 
groups of students back on campus. 

Students on campus analyzed and 
interpreted the data in their course 
while being mentored by Adams 
State upperclassmen and faculty.

The collection samples taken by 
Adams State students Coby Baer, 
Alexis Becker, Autumn Herrera, 
Aspen Stephens and White quan-
tify the impacts on the ecosystem, 
including impacts on soil, water 
and organisms.

Stephens, a junior, found learning 
microbiology laboratory techniques 
interesting and fun.

“I practiced problem-solving 
skills and learned more about re-
search strategies in ecology, biol-
ogy, and microbiology,” Stephens 
said. 

The students not only collected 
samples from the water but also 
assessed the quality of trees, grass, 
and other vegetation with a scoring 
sheet to see the impact of grazing. 

“There was a lot of planning 
and lots of different elements that 
went into this type of research,” 
White said.

The seniors presented their find-
ings to the biology classes, which 
sharpened Stephens public speak-
ing and teaching skills and helped 
her better understand her role in 
research. Although it did the same 
for White, it also pushed her out of 
her comfort zone.

“I am not going to lie, presenting 
was nerve-raking, but it prepared 
me for future presentations and 
helped me get more comfortable 
with doing so,” Stephens said.

Unique work for scientific 
research

Montoya and co-principal In-
vestigator and Assistant Professor 
of Biology Dan Gibson-Reinemer, 
Ph.D., appreciated aspects of the 
project not always associated with 
scientific research.

“I enjoyed the chance to bring a 
more tangible and unknown ques-
tion to the General Biology I class 
they investigated as first-year stu-
dents, which may spark a lifelong 
interest,” Gibson-Reinemer said.

It was also a new, positive en-
deavor during a challenging year.

“It was nice to uncover new 
questions and discover elements of 
the unknown during the otherwise 
restrictive time of the pandemic,” 
Gibson-Reinemer said.

Montoya is excited about the 
total immersion for students in 
creeks. The CURE courses also 
work to deepen cultural knowledge 
about water in the West.

“We explore the kind of stories 
that our students have with creeks 

as part of their culture. We ask the 
students to write about what a creek 
means to them and their heritage 
as well as study the hard scientific 
research,” Montoya said.

The research continued in gener-
al biology classes as well as general 
chemistry courses this spring.

PROJECT Continued from Page 1

harmful both short term and long 
term,” King said. 

Though most companies only 
look at ‘SAR’ measurements (spe-
cific absorbed radiation), there 
is current research showing that 
EMF exposure causes blood clots, 
headaches, behavioral problems, 
visual-auditory disturbances, and 
cancer especially brain tumors, 
King said. 

“Care should be taken to avoid 
placing communication towers 
near residences and schools and I 
might add City Halls,” King said. 
“Children are far more susceptible 
to the effects because their tissues 
are thinner and softer. Research 
also indicates nerve excitation 
resulting in behavior problems in 
children.”

Physicians for Safe Technology 

list safeguards that include not 
allowing communication tow-
ers within a quarter of a mile of 
schools, residences, and busi-
nesses, King said.

King said that because of the 
higher frequencies involved, there 
will be more 5G antennas in more 
locations and that care should be 
taken that no antenna communica-
tions towers be aimed low enough 
to penetrate house walls.

King also said that smart meters 
communicate at 2.4 GHz and that 
they will eventually be at 5G fre-
quencies. She said a survey should 
be done to determine if alias fre-
quencies — frequencies that result 
when two radiation sources are 
“cross talking” — will be present 
at ground level when communica-
tions towers are placed. 

“In California 136 towns and 
cities have taken this research 
seriously and have banned more 
communication towers and placed 
restrictions on existing towers,” 
King said. “I suggest that the 
City of Monte Vista calls for a 
citizens task force to investigate 
the problem further and to make 
recommendations for action to the 
City Council. This is necessary 
to safeguard the health and well-
being of people who live and work 
in Monte Vista.”

King asked to be put on the 
agenda for the next City Coun-
cil and said she could answer 
any questions from city staff or 
council. 

City Manager Forrest Neuerburg 
said placement of communication 
towers was regulated by the Feder-

al Communications Commission.
Neuerburg said local authority 

is preserved in siting cell towers 
and other antennas and that under 
47 U.S. code 332 Mobile Services 
there is limitation that states “No 
State or local government or in-
strumentality thereof may regulate 
the placement, construction, and 
modification of personal wireless 
service facilities on the basis of 
the environmental effects of radio 
frequency emissions to the extent 
that such facilities comply with the 
Commission’s regulation concern-

ing such emissions.”
Neuerburg said they have a rig-

orous set of standards that must be 
met by anyone wanting to erect a 
cell tower within city limits.

“If they show that their emis-
sions met the FCC (Federal Com-
munications Commissions) re-
quirements and they have a certi-
fication thereof, which they will, 
and you deny their application 
base upon health standards — it 
will automatically be appealed to 
a Federal court and the city will 
lose,” Neuerburg said. 

TOWERS Continued from Page 1
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

estiMated crop Water use

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for San 
Acacio. Use the crop maturity and planting June 16 and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 
16d table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

05 Notices
GUN/KNIFE SHOW PAGOSA 
SPRINGS: Tables $60, Food Trucks 
$80. Archuleta Fairgrounds. June 18-20. 
Mike (970)946-2841 (6/23)

Wanted: Previous South Fork Craft-
ers. Will be in Creede next to Post 
Office on Friday 8-2PM. Call 831-524-
0072 for more information. 

Wanted: a unit wide Unit 68, 2nd 
season deer/buck landowner voucher.      
Please respond to mk.landini@gmail.
com  530- 968- 5634. 

St. Peter’s Lutheran School is open 
for enrollment. Call 719-852-5449 or 
email splschool1931@gmail.com for 
information. 6/23

WE BUY ANTLER:  New Spring Pric-
es:  Elk Grade A  $15/lb.  Deer Grade 
A $10/lb. 5 miles west of Del Norte on 
Hwy 160.  719-657-0942 

07 Help Wanted 
Valley Publishing seeks a part-time 
reporter, 30 hours per week, to 
cover the Monte Vista and Center 
areas. Writing and photography experi-
ence necessary. Send resume and writ-
ing and photography samples to Valley 
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 607, Monte 
Vista, CO 81144 or email to bwil-
liams@valleypublishinginc.com

The Del Norte Jr/Sr High School 
is accepting applications for a Sec-
ondary Foreign Language Teacher 
and English Language Learner 
(ELL)  K-12 Site Coordinator.  The 
applicant will need to be able to teach 
Spanish and support students studying 
other foreign languages through an 
online program.  The applicant will 
also be responsible for managing the 
ELL requirements of CDE including 
ACCESS testing for ELLs, ELL iden-
tification, and ELL classroom supports.  
If interested please send a completed 
application, resume, and cover letter 
to Aaron Horrocks at ahorrocks@
urtigers.co or call (719) 657 - 4040 for 
more information.  Applications can be 
downloaded from www.urtigers.co. 6

The Upper Rio Grande School Dis-
trict is accepting applications for a 
Director of Curriculum, Assessment, 
and Special Programs position.  
Applicants should be experienced in 
utilizing data to drive instruction, the 
Colorado Department of Education’s 
testing requirements and procedures, 
grant writing, managing curriculum 
resources, and managing programming 
such as Gifted and Talented and online 
programming.  If interested please send 
a completed application, resume, and 
cover letter to Aaron Horrocks at ahor-
rocks@urtigers.co or call (719) 657 
- 4040 for more information. Applica-

tions can be downloaded from www.
urtigers.co.(6/30)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill a 
full-time position for a Teller in the 
Creede Branch.  Duties will be to 
accept deposits, loan payments and 
process withdrawals while maintaining 
a balanced cash drawer.  Must be 
personable and pleasant answering the 
phone and greeting customers.  Many 
other duties will be assigned as needed.  
The position is permanent, full-time, M 
– F, 8am – 4:30pm with ½ hour lunch 
and a robust benefits package.  Ap-
plication available at TrueLocalBank.
com/careers or inquire at 117 N. Main, 
Creede or call 719-657-3376 and ask 
for Dawn.   EOE. (6/23)

COMMUNITY HEALTH PRO-
MOTION SPECIALIST - Health 
Equity Program Specialist Seek-
ing qualified individual to serve as a 
Health Equity Program Specialist (a 
Community Health Promotion Spe-
cialist - Equity Lead), in our COVID 
Response Program for Rio Grande 
County Public Health Department. 
This grant-funded position addresses 
health access and information issues, 
related COVID-19 and health eq-
uity within the Rio Grande County. 
Responsibilities include assisting 
program coordination and grant’s 
implementation, working with com-
munity members and organizational 
partners to achieve grant deliverables. 
Associate (preferred Bachelor)’s 
degree in a public health or related 
field. Experience in community-based 
program development, grassroots orga-
nizing, and knowledge of racial/ethnic 
minority groups preferred. Must have 
excellent interpersonal skills and abil-
ity to communicate effectively includ-
ing good group process, facilitation, 
negotiation and presentation skills. 
Pay starts at $40,081.60.  Please see 
full job description and application 
at www.riograndecounty.org. Send 
resumes humanresources@riogran-
decounty.org or 925 6th St. Del Norte, 
CO 81132 (6/23)

CREEDE SCHOOL DISTRICT is 
seeking applications for a Chief Fi-
nancial Officer. Application and full job 

description are available at www.cree-
dek12.net or call 719.658.2220. (6/24)

HELP WANTED – Maintenance 
Supervisor Saguache County Main-
tenance Supervisor - Experienced in-
dividual needed to head the Saguache 
County Maintenance Department.  
Responsible maintaining and cleaning 
various county buildings. Full-time po-
sition with variable hours which include 
evening and/or early morning work 
times.  Application and job description 
available at Saguache County Adminis-
tration office or www.saguachecounty.
colorado.gov.  Call 719-655-2231 for 
more information. Starting salary will 
be $50,000, to start, depending on 
experience. Position open until filled. 
Saguache County is an EEO employer.  
Drug testing and background check are 
required for final applicants. 6/16
WANTED:  Saguache County Road 
and Bridge is hiring for Operator I 
positions. REQUIREMENTS:  Ap-
plicants must possess a current Class-A 
CDL license with heavy semi-truck 
endorsement and a current medical 

certificate.  Applicants should have a 
high school diploma or GED and six 
months or more of relevant experience.  
Prospective employees applying with 
Saguache County will be required to 
submit and pass a pre-employment 
drug screening and criminal background 
check. Operator I,  is a full time posi-
tion – applicants must be able to operate 
light and heavy equipment and perform 
manual labor in the maintenance, repair 
and minor construction of roads, streets, 
bridges, signs, markings and related 
facilities.  Applicants must be physically 
capable of periods of sustained physical 
exertion and may be required to lift and 
move up to 75 lbs. to 150 lbs.  Appli-
cations are available at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge Office 305 
3rd Street, PO Box 476, Saguache, CO  
81149 – 719-655-2554 or on the Sagua-
che County website – saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and 
Bridge Department tab.  Please fill out 
and submit the Drivers-Application.  A 

complete job description is available at 
the Road and Bridge Office. Completed 
applications can be hand delivered or 
mailed to Saguache County Road and 
Bridge – at the address listed above, 
sent by email to mhashbarger@sagua-
checounty-co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-
2543. APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
Open until qualified candidates are 
hired. Saguache County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. (6/19)

The Vali 3 Theater is seeking part-
time summer help. Must be reliable 
and able to work weekend evenings 
max. 15 hours a week. $12.50/hour. 
Bring a resume in person, 139 Adams 
Street Monte Vista, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday evenings. (6/9)

Dental Assistant- Mineral County 
Dental Clinic in Creede is seek-
ing a part time dental assistant to 
work  on average, 7 to 8 days per 
month.  Experience is preferred, 
however, we will train an enthusi-

For the Center and Monte Vista areas. 
Writing and photography experience 
necessary. Send resume, writing and 

photography samples to Valley Publishing 
Inc., P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or 
email bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

In search of a motivated individual to join 
our team in Del Norte. Duties involve driver’s 
education, scheduling and answering phone 
calls, and training to become a drive tester. 

Send resume toanshordrivingdn@gmail.com. 
Questions call 719-480-0027.

Part-Time Job Opportunity 
with Anshor Driving School
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Valley Wide Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Registering children 
and youth in 3rd Grade 

through 18 years old 
for Christian Youth 

Camps in July
Taking reservations for reunions, 
weddings, retreats, etc. anytime

Beaver Creek’s operating plan includes best practices for gatherings 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, including recommendations, 
guidelines, and regulations from the CDC, the American Camp 
Association, and pertinent local, state, and federal agencies.

Beaver Creek
Youth Camp
 & Retreat
 Center

in South Fork

manager@beavercreekcamp.org
www.beavercreekcamp.org

(719) 873-5311

astic person with strong commu-
nication skills and work ethic.  The 
ideal candidate will be a team player, 
reliable and committed. Hourly rate 
is dependent on experience and up to 
$16.50/hr., during training. Required 
application can be downloaded at www.
mineralcountycolorado.com under 
“Links” or picked up at the HR Office, 
Mineral County Courthouse, 1201 N. 
Main Street, Creede. Letter of interest/
application sent to Mineral County, 
Attn: HR, PO Box 70, Creede, CO 
81130, dropped off at 1201 N. Main St., 
Creede or faxed to 719-658-2931 Attn: 
HR. Position will be open until filled.
Help Wanted Call Twin River Cabins 
and RV Rentals. 719-376-5710.

17 Real Estate For Sale
No Credit Checks/ Financed Land 
lots in Antonito $300D/$90M Financed 
propertyhomemanagement.com Text: 
573-330-1875. (6/23)

19 Farm & Farmland 
Looking for Summer pasture for 61 
head cows. Willing to split into groups 
of 20-25 head. Please call 970-216-
6099. (6/23)

23 Lawn and Garden 
New F220 Honda Tiller in Stock, also 
Generators, chainsaws, weed-eaters, 
and trimmers. County Line Small 
Engine Repair LLC 4521 E County Rd 
125, La Jara, Co 81140 719-589-6466. 

Will do trimming, mowing and some 
yard cleaning in the Center, Monte 
Vista, and Del Norte areas. Call Heidi 
at 719-588-7594.(6/23)

Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (06/23) 

24 Garage Sales
Big Garage Sale June 25th & 26th 2998 
Lane 1 North Alamosa. Furniture, 
Washing Machine, Antiques, Tools, 
Kitchen items, Collectors Items and 
Household items and too many other 
items to mention. (6/23)

ESTATE SALE, Everything goes!  
Furniture, tools, collectables, glass-
ware, crafts, yarn, household goods 
and so much more! 18700 County 
Road 18 Sanford, June 10-12 and  17-
19th from 8 AM to 5:30 PM. Follow 
the signs! (6/16)

36 Miscellaneous 
300 Gallon Fuel Tanks on Stands & 
A 500 Gallon Fuel Tank on A Stand. 
Call 719-850-0538.(6/30)

For Sale: King Purple Mattress w/
box springs less than 1-year old. Ashley 
Captains  Dinner Table comes with  6 
Chairs 2 Captain’s  Chairs  & Inserts.  
2 Person Moped 49cc. ATV Flat 
Trailer w/Toolbox. Chicken/Ducklings 
Starter Box (Feeders/Waters/Equip), 
Chicken Coop & Pen. Old Chest w/
hidden compartment. Men’s Dresser 
w/6 Drawers, 4 Shelves., Ladies Dresser 
with end tables. 80” TV w/Remote 
works great 1080P, 2 32” TV’s Work 
Good 1080P. 5 Used Tires 275/65R20. 

1 New Tire 351 12.50 R 15. Various 
other Tires. Mongoose and Mountain 
Bike Parts.  98 GMC Suburban Runs 
Excellent 3-Row Seats, 5 New Tires.  
NEW  8 Camera Surveillance Package 
Extra Wires and Connections. Cloud 
Router D-Link. 2-Dryers. Wood Fire-
place w/Reclaimer & Pipe. Treadmill, 
Skiing Machine, Gazelle Glider/
Shocks Body by Jake Machine. Call  
719-588-0573 (6/30)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We Also 
Stock Solar Powered Refrigerators 
and Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte 
Vista. (719)852-0500 

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent proof. 
8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Healdworks, 
Inc. – Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (6/23 TFN)

For Sale: Antique potato planter and 
cultivator, ditcher, trailer drag. Misc 
household items, barstools, parlor table, 
and antique twin bed frames. Call 719-
480-0693 

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND 
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters, 

Charge Controllers and Batteries in 
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum, 
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable 
and PV Wire. Thank you for Buying 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 
3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (TFN) 
(06/23)

FREE MOVING BOXES and a free 
8ft couch, very clean 495 Hwy 15 South 
of Monte Vista.  Call 852-6177 

40 Auto Part
Ford 8 hole wheels and tires excellent, 
new front dual stabilizer, new Dodge 
Ram fender flares, 5 new Jeep Wrangler 
wheels and tires, assorted truck camper 
tiedowns, (719)580-4569. (7/7)

48 Pets & Supplies
Pure Bred Siberian Husky Male. 
Born November 30th, 2020. Nice 
Markings and Color $1,500 OBO. Call 
Andrew 719-298-6829 (6/23)

Free to a Good Home: Medium 
Husky Mix 5 Years old, Good with 
the elderly. Call 719-588-0573 (6/23)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR JUNK 
AND UNWANTED VEHICLES We 
pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 719-
849-8491(TFN11-21)

60 Classic Cars
1985 Chevy El Camino Foose Cus-
tom Body -Interior- Engine 350 CJD 
Automatic Beautiful Car $14,000 OBO.  
719-496-1065. (6/23)

65 Professional Services
RELIABLE CARPENTRY - 46 
years-experience in carpentry, painting, 
stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/
Alcohol free. Free Estimates 719-496-
7630.(06/24)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 

types of plumbing repairs and plumb-

ing remodels at reasonable rates. Quick 

service. Call anytime, available week-

ends and evenings. 719-580-0033 or 

719-376-2593. (06/24)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cover-

ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 

Professional installation. Guaranteed 

lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-1403. 

(08/01/2021 TFN)

$7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“Great place to come anytime 
of the day. Angela is super 

welcoming and warming. Kerry 
and the whole crew, as well, 

deserve hats off to them. The 
food is so good every time we 
come. If you are looking for 

some good pizza and local brews 
this is the place to be. Thank you 

for the great hospitality.”
~ Harley C., Google Reviews

All summer Enjoy Music on Thursday 
5:30-8:30 p.m. by DJ Marcus.

Come Try Out New Pagosa Cheese 
Steak Sub and our New Pizzas!

Buffet is Back! Sundays only from 11a.m.-8 p.m.
(includes all you can eat, drink, salad and dessert ) 

Tim Longmire  Playing 5-7 p.m. on Fathers Day
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2021 FARM SERVICES
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11 TIRES

Tires of All Sizes, Cars, 
Trucks, Industrial and 
Agricultural Vehicles 

Ask about our discount 
for Firefighters!

Center
Tire Store

754-3421
335 E. 3rd • Center

www.centertirestore.com

3 POTATOES

719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

1 AGRICULTURE

1/
2
  mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy. 1403 Tremont, Alamosa

Not responsible for printing errors.

See us for all of your Alfalfa needs. Call Store for details.

Grass & Pasture 
mixes available.

9 SEED & GRAIN

• Doublet Radish
• Terra Nova 

Radish
• Pacific Gold 

Mustard
• Sordan 79

• Super Sugar
• Turnips
• Buckwheat
• Vetch
• Millet
• Peas

• Oats
• Clover
• Pasture Mixes
• Lawn Grasses
• Alfalfa
• Wheat

• Barley
• Winfred
• Hunter Hybrid

When it’s time to purchase seed for your farm or ranch, consider 
this, Rio Grande Seed & Grain has the largest inventory 

and best selection of seed available in the San Luis Valley. 
Need a custom mix? No problem, just ask. We also offer a Full 

Line of Ranchway Feeds, Minerals and Tubs.

Here is a partial list of seed available now!!! If you need 
seed not listed below, call us & we’ll order it for you.

719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling • Brett Hemmerling

 • Center

13 FARM EQUIPMENT

ALAMOSA 
(719) 589-4962

MONTE VISTA
(719) 852-5928

     Montrose Fruita Craig
(970) 249-4990  (970) 241-5566  (970) 824-6163

www.USTractor.com

7 TRACTOR REPAIR/SALES

TRACTORS

For All Your Tractor
Repair
Needs

(719) 852-0200 office 

Email: ricmyers@gojade.org 

www.valleytractorrepair.com 

Valley
Tractor Repair
2573 S. County Road 6E

Monte Vista CO 81144

Ric Myers, Owner

12 AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
owned business 

specializing in 
potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
solutions.

Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

3

Certified Crop Advisor

Don & Pat Henderson
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 SERVICES DIRECTORY
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13

11

9

15

15 IRRIGATION
Now for a limited time, when you 

purchase a new center pivot, linear or 

corner machine, save on a new Valley
®
 

ICON10, ICON5, ICON1 or AutoPilot* 

control panel. Select 1 of 2 valuable offers:

LIFE JUST GOT
   EASIER.

*AutoPilot control panel specifically for linear machines

$2,500 CONTROL      
                TECHNOLOGY   
                REBATE
      — OR — 

$2,000 INSTANT  
                CASH REBATE

Don’t delay - this offer ends 

June 26, 2020 

Contact your dealer today!

 

 

 

 Now for a limited time, when you 

purchase a new center pivot, linear or 

corner machine, save on a new Valley
®
 

ICON10, ICON5, ICON1 or AutoPilot* 

control panel. Select 1 of 2 valuable offers:

*AutoPilot control panel specifically for linear machines

$2,500 CONTROL      
                TECHNOLOGY   
                REBATE
      — OR — 

$2,000 INSTANT  
                CASH REBATE

Don’t delay - this offer ends 

June 26, 2020 

Contact your dealer today!

valleyirrigation.comCA1091 0620

DEALER LOGO

Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

Beiriger & Sons 
Irrigation

754-3555
676 E. Hwy. 112

P.O. Box 368
Center www.valleyirrigation.com

5 AUCTIONEER

Auctioneer: Art Goehl
588-1812

Clerk of Sale Trustee:
Jim Higel 589-2116

8

industrial
ventilation, inc.

Providing the Valley with 
Ventilation, Refrigeration & 

Post Harvest Chemical Needs

John Martinez, Regional Manager
1393 E. Hwy 160 • Monte Vista

Mobile (719) 588-2485

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS

Smith
4 FARM SUPPLIES

• Pacific Gold • Lawn Grasses

6

Fertilizer, Equipment, 
Ag Chemicals &

Custom Application

754-3453
771 E. 3rd • Center

Stone’s Farm Supply

FARM SUPPLY

.com

10 CHEMICALS/FERTILIZER

852-3921 • 2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. • Monte Vista

Specializing in Agriculture 
Chemicals and Fertilizers

IDEAS  TO  GROW  WITH®

14 CROP CONSULTING
Agriculture Consulting Services

Certified Crop Advisor

Alfalfa & Grass Seed
Agriculture Chemicals
Gloves at Dealer Prices

Don & Pat Henderson
852-0824 • 850-1679

DP Ag Services
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This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Please wear a mask.

The Holy Moses

Don’t forget your Dad! 
June 20th is Father’s Day. 

We have gifts for him.

Bennet, Barrasso introduce SHRED Act

State Fire Agency 
Encouraging Safe 

Fireworks Practices 
this Fourth of July

COLORADO — The Colorado 
Division of Fire Prevention and 
Control (DFPC) hopes you and 
your friends and family have an 
enjoyable and safe Fourth of July 
this year. 

If lighting fireworks is included 
in your plans, please make sure 
you’re doing it safely and protect-
ing all of your friends, neighbors, 
and our Colorado open spaces and 
wildlife by only using permis-
sible fireworks, purchased from 
a Colorado licensed fireworks 
store, stand, or tent. Additionally, 
make sure to check your local fire 
restrictions before setting off any 
permissible fireworks.

Sparklers alone generally cause 
about one-fourth of all injuries 
during each year ’s  Fourth of 
July celebrations, according to 
the NFPA. Amateurs who set 
off  f ireworks caused an esti-
mated 19,500 fires and generated 
around 9,000 emergency room 
visits over the entire year in the 
U.S. in 2018. That’s why DFPC 
is encouraging everyone who 
participates in the Fourth of July 
holiday to find alternative ways 
to celebrate, such as through the 
use of glow sticks.

“A fun and exciting Fourth of 
July season that is SAFE is our 
top priority,” said DFPC Fire and 
Life Safety Section Chief, Chris 
Brunette. “That’s why you should 
leave the big shows to the pro’s.” 

Information on fire restrictions 
and bans can change rapidly. The 
most current information can and 
should be obtained from your 

local county Sheriff or the For-
est Service. Click here for more 
information.

For more information on DFPC 
Fireworks program, please vis-
it dfpc.colorado.gov/fireworks

SAN LUIS VALLEY  — On 
Wednesday, U.S. Senators Michael 
Bennet (D-Colo.) and John Bar-
rasso (R-Wyo.) introduced the Ski 
Hill Resources for Economic De-
velopment (SHRED)Actto invest 
in outdoor recreation in mountain 
communities. 

This bipartisan bill, also being 
introduced in the House, is leg-
islation that would support local 
recreation and community priorities 
by ensuring National Forests retain 
a portion of the annual fees paid 
by ski areas operating within their 
boundaries. 

U.S. Representatives Annie 
Kuster (D-N.H.), John Curtis (R-
Utah), Joe Neguse (D-Colo.), and 
Doug LaMalfa (R-Calif.) intro-
duced a companion bill.

“Skiing is a vital component 
of  Colorado’s outdoor recre-
ation industry, creating jobs and 
boosting local economies,”said 
Bennet.“The partnership between 
ski areas, the Forest Service, and 
mountain communities is critical - 
especially in areas like the White 
River National Forest. This bill 
will rightfully keep funds where 
they are generated and help lo-
cal communities tackle their own 
priorities, like making trailhead 
improvements or increasing staff-
ing. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to get this 
donefor mountain communities in 

Colorado and across the country.”
In exchange for using some of 

America’s most stunning forest-
lands, the 122 ski areas operating 
on Forest Service lands across 
the country pay fees to the Forest 
Service that average $39 million 
annually. TheSHRED Actwould 
establish a framework for local 
National Forests to retain a por-
tion of ski fees to offset increased 
recreational use and support local 
ski permit and program administra-
tion. TheSHREDActalso provides 
the Forest Service with flexibility 
to direct resources where they are 
needed the most.

TheSHREDActwould keep ski 
fees local by establishing a Ski Area 
Fee Retention Account to retain a 
portion of the fees that ski areas 
pay to the Forest Service. For Na-
tional Forests that receive less than 
$15 million in ski fees annually, 
75% of the fees are retained. For 
forests that receive more than $15 
million in ski fees annually, 60% 
of the ski fees would be retained. 
The retained funds are available 
for authorized uses at the local 
National Forest.

The legis la t ion would also 
suppor t  win ter  recrea t ion . In 
each National Forest,  75% of 
the retained funds are directly 
available to support Forest Service 
Ski Area Program and permitting 
needs,  process  proposals  for 

improvement projects, train staff, 
and prepare for wildfire. Any 
excess funds can be directed to 
other National Forests that host ski 
areas for the same uses. After all 
of the winter recreation uses have 
been addressed across the country, 
excess funds are carried over to the 
pot of funding that supports broad 
recreation needs.

The SHRED Act would also 
address broad recreation needs in 

each National Forest. Twenty-five 
per cent of the retained funds are 
available to support a broad set 
of local recreation management 
and community needs, including 
special use permit administration, 
visitor services, trailhead improve-
ments, facility maintenance, and 
affordable workforce housing. 
This set-aside would dramati-
cally increase some Forest Service 
unit’s budgets to meet the growing 

visitation and demand for outdoor 
recreation.

TheSHREDActis supported by 
numerous groups, including Na-
tional Ski Area Association and its 
122-member ski areasoperating on 
public lands, Northwest Colorado 
Council of Governments, Colorado 
Ski CountryUSA, Colorado As-
sociation of Ski America Outdoors 
Association, Vail Resorts and Jack-
son Hole Mountain Resort.

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.rorg

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

We have had a very 
large influx of stray 
dogs into the shelter 
from Center, Monte 
Vista, and 

Del Norte.  If you are 
missing your dog 
please call us at 

719-852-3366 to see 
if it was brought in!

Ursula, Melody and Daisy are all 3 and a half months old.  These sib-
lings are very loving and playful and just want to be the center of 

everything that is going on.  She is still very much a young puppy and 
is looking for a home that is prepared to give her the training and sup-

port she needs to become a good canine citizen.

PUPPIES!!! This week we have 4 
puppies looking for great homes!

Maximus is a very 
large, shy, sweet 
boy.  This Husky 

German Shepherd 
mix came to us 
as a stray, and 

it was clear that 
he had not had 

much time around 
people.  Maximus 

is looking for a 
very patient home 
that will give him 
the time he needs 

to come out of his 
shell.  He is smart, 

playful and loves 
attention once he 

gets to know you!

Ursela

Muffin

Melody

Muffin is a spunky and cuddly little 
girl who is looking for a home! She 
is around six months old and is very 
playful.  Her favorite thing to do is 
cuddle in your arms and be held.  She 
is a young puppy still and is looking 
for a home to help her become a good 
canine citizen.

Daisy
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San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

$22

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

(330)317-0896
Custom 

C&C Routering  • Laser Engraving

Complete Solar Systems 

Rhino Voltz Lithium Batteries 

Inverters, Charge Controllers, Wire 

6689 County Road DD.5 •  La Jara 

Mountain View Crafts & Solar 

Call for prices and sizes for 
your special event!

Eddy Miller (719)849-8063

Tent Rentals

KimsKreationRoom.org

Kim’s Kreation Room
Handcrafting organic 
skin care since 2011

No green smell like 
oil-based products

Always get the mg 
you pay for
and more!

Organic
hemp-infused balms 

with 0% THC

At High Valley Hatchery we take 
Great Pride in providing Happy, 

Healthy Chicks and Hatching Eggs 
to the San Luis Valley and beyond.

• NPIP CERTIFIED • AI CLEAN
• FED NON-GMO FEED

• WEEKLY HATCHES • GREAT HATCH RATES

Our feed is hand made from a local Amish Farm, check them out at 
Farmstead Feeds in Monte Vista for great NON GMO feed for your flock.

highvalleyhatchery.com

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Council discussion on fences continues
Ordinance 

proposed heights 
of 4 feet in front 

areas, 6 feet in rear 

By reBecca copley  
MONTE VISTA — Fencing has 

become an issue in Monte Vista, 
specifically its height in the front. 

City staff presented an ordinance 
during Thursday’s council meet-
ing, June 3, that adds guidelines 
for fences, garden walls, retaining 
walls, hedges and screening. 

The proposed change was a 
result of Cynthia Baird, who lives 
on Davis Street, coming before 
council in late May with concerns 
about the height of the neighbor’s 
privacy fence. The fence in ques-
tion according to a city fence per-
mit is application is 6-feet tall. She 
said it blocks visibility for anyone 
exiting their driveway. 

Baird said they were particularly 
concerned with safety due to the 
many children in their neighbor-
hood who might get hit due to the 
lack of visibility.  

She said that other cities, includ-
ing Del Norte, have many more 
requirements when it comes to 
fence building. City staff agreed 
that it was unusual for the city 
to not have more codes on fence 
building. 

Most fencing laws limit the 
height of artificial fences in resi-
dential areas to 4 feet in front 
yards and 6 feet in backyards. 
Monte Vista’s proposed ordinance 
included these guidelines and a 
setback requirement of 18 inches. 

Councilor Martha Lock said “we 
may be going a little too far with 
this” and was not in favor of the 
ordinance’s height limits. 

“Because somebody is being 
ugly now, good people in town are 

going to have to be under regula-
tions, I don’t think that they should 
be under,” Lock said. “For ex-
ample, I don’t think that the front 
yard and the side yard should only 
be allowed to be 4 foot. One of the 
complaints was that a toddler was 
walking through. When is the last 
time you saw a 4-foot toddler? A 
4-foot fence is not going to be any 
safer than a 6-foot fence. What I 
think would be safer would be ad-
dressing more the setback.” 

The 4-foot height has been an 
issue in other cities. People con-
tend animals can easily jump it. 
Lock pointed this out and said the 
ordinance may be an overreach 
by the city. 

“My dog can jump a 4-foot 
fence. A lot of dogs can jump a 
4-foot fence,” Lock said. “Maybe 
people want 6-foot just because 
they want privacy. Maybe it’s 
none of our business why they 
want 6-foot (fence). Maybe we 

shouldn’t have to make people 
justify what they want on their 
property as long as it doesn’t in-
fringe on the rights of another. My 
rights go as far as they begin to 
infringe on somebody else’s. So, 
a setback I think would solve that 
better than a height issue.”  

More discussion followed. 
Councilor Larry Foster ques-

tioned if the 18-inch setback would 
be sufficient to gain visibility 
down a sidewalk for people pulling 

out of driveways.  
City Manager Forrest Neuerburg 

agreed. 
“I think if we’re not going to have 

a 4-foot restriction we’re going to 
probably want somewhere between 
3 and 5 feet to have a fair chance at 
seeing stuff,” Neuerburg said.  

After more discussion, the item 
was tabled with a 4-0 vote to the 
next meeting, June 17, to seek 
clarification on guidelines for 
setbacks and fence heights.

3rd Annual 
Pridefest 
coming to 

Alamosa in 
August

ALAMOSA — SLV Pride will 
be holding its third annual  SLV 
PrideFest in Cole Park in down-
town Alamosa from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 14. The 
day-long event will kick off with a 
parade to Cole Park, and the rest of 
the day will feature live entertain-
ment, vendors, sponsors and a kid’s 
play area.

The event will be free to attend 
and open to the public, a variety of 
food vendors will be available and 
the stage will provide a full day of 
entertainment.

The event is completely volun-
teer-run, and funds raised through-
out the event and through online 
donations go directly back into 
funding SLV Pride, whose mission 
is to unite the LGBTQ+ communi-
ties throughout the San Luis Valley, 
and to create and foster experiences 
that emphasize inclusiveness and 
mutual respect. 

For more information about 
upcoming events and vendor and 
sponsorship opportunities, go to 
www.slvpride.org.
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McCreery, LeDoux set for Ski-Hi Stampede concert

Ned LeDoux

Scotty McCreery

staff report

MONTE VISTA — Celebrating the 
10th anniversary last month of winning 
“American Idol,” country star Scotty 
McCreery has been announced as the 
headliner for the annual Ski-Hi Stampede 
rodeo concert on Thursday, July 22. 

Ned LeDoux, son of legendary music 
and rodeo performer Chris LeDoux, will 
open for McCreery, the Stampede board 
announced this week. LeDoux recently 
released his second full-length album, 
“Next in Line.” 

McCreery is currently No. 23 on 
Mediabase/Country Aircheck and No. 
28 on Music Row’s Country Breakout 
radio chart with his single “You Time.” 
He’s finishing work on a new album to 
come out later this year and will start 
his “You Time Tour” later this month 
and will also be direct support for select 
dates on the Old Dominion “Live from 
the Ball Park Tour.” 

Delivering more than 130 online 
performances for fans, country radio, 
charitable events and media outlets, 
McCreery had one thought in the back 
of his mind last year — readying new 
music for fans when he could again 
return to the road. 

Between his live stream concert on 
Sept. 4, 2020, “Live from the Ryman,” 
with his full band being the first to 
welcome any audience back into the 
Ryman with limited capacity and their 
Dec. 2, 2020, stripped-acoustic live 
stream from Raleigh’s Lincoln Theatre, 
McCreery has been thinking a lot about 
what his show will look and feel like 
when in-person again and especially 
what he wants to say. 

According to LeDoux’s website, “as a 
songwriter, he has a knack for bringing 
people, places and emotions vibrantly to 
life with his insightful lyrics, and warm, 
strong voice that makes him sound like 
a beloved friend you always want to 

hang out with.” 
LeDoux has good reason to be proud 

of “Next In Line.” It’s populated with 
songs that reflect his roots and honor 
the hard-working characters who have 
influenced his life, like his grandfather, 
Bud Rhoads, whom he tips his cowboy 
hat to with the earnest tribute “Worth 
It.” He celebrates his brother Beau on 

the upbeat “A Cowboy is All” and he 
closes the album by putting his spin 

on his famous father, Chris LeDoux’s 
“Homegrown Western Saturday Night.” 

For ticketing information, go to www.
skihistampede.com.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Look Improved Price! $54,000
Beautiful parcels, Lot 11 and 
12 with scenic views of the 

surrounding mountains in Deer 
Park. Paved roads with water / 

city water and sewer and utilities 
in place and ready to build. Min-
utes from the Rio Grande River. 

Enjoy the mule deer and wild 
turkeys that visit Deer Park often. 

Moments from skiing, fly fishing, hiking, hunting and everything 
outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

MLS #766836
431 and 443 Deer Run • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Look New Price - THIS HOME YOU 
HAVE TO SEE TO BELIEVE! 

• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom • $698,000
This could be your new home. Amaz-

ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 
Entry room, living room, large kitchen 

with island, lots of cabinet space, 
laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views 
of the mountains and cliffs. The attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. 
with concrete floor. The home is fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. 

workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$69,900 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

Look, Back On Market, Improved Price!
Mountain Retreat - Your perfect get a way in the 
mountains. This beautiful 3 bedroom 2 bath 2,204 
SQ FT home on 2 acres with attached 952 SQ Ft. 
Garage and 740 SQ Ft. Workshop is tucked in the 
mountain and boarders the National Forest. Two 
guest bedrooms on the main floor with nice size 

laundry room and large master bedroom and bath with balcony upstairs to relax with 
your hot cup of coffee and watch the morning sunrise. Three heat sources wood burning 
fireplace, radiate floor heat and electric baseboard. Furnished with all kitchen appliances, 
washer and dryer and most furniture. Complete with water and sewer system on paved 
roads.  Call and schedule your showing today! Price $649,900 

MLS#778857 • 220 N Skyline Drive

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

We work 

hard for 

you!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling Your Home? 
If so, We have Buyers. Now 

Accepting AWESOME Listings!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

Y

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE! 
• 2 bedroom • 2 bathroom • $335,000

Charming 1,518 SQ FT Home with 
attached 672 SQ FT Cement Floor Garage 
with Workshop and additional 2 storage 
units. Bright and cheery with large living 

area with fire place and large windows 
with beautiful view’s of Beaver Mountain 

and plenty of sun shine. This home is 
complete with 4 heat sources! 2 ETS systems, Base board heating (all 

rooms), Solar heat and Fireplace. Complete with water and sewer 
system on paved roads. MLS#777866

171 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Beautiful Unique Custom Built Home in Ponderosa Country Estates
This 4 bedroom 4 bath 2,800 SQ FT home with large 4 car heated 

attached garage and an additional 2 car heated detached garage, work-
shop and studio apartment is located in this wonderful neighborhood 
with no HOA. This is your home-a-way from home, vacation rental or 

permanent home. Complete with well and sewer system on paved roads. 
$375,900 MLS #778054

2 Ponderosa Country Estates • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Your Stunning Colorado 
Mountain Oasis!

Beautiful 3,140 SQ. FT. 3 bedroom 3 bath 
home located on 9.59 Acres in Beautiful 
South Fork Ranches Bear Creek. The large 
master suite/bath is on the main floor. 
Open dinning room, kitchen and living 
room with propane fireplace and windows 
from floor to ceiling with amazing moun-
tain and Rio Grande river views. The beautiful kitchen includes an eat in island with 
custom countertop and large soft close storage drawers. Convenient large inside laundry 
room and foyer is right off the kitchen and the 4 car attached garage/workshop. The up-
stairs has two bedrooms, full bath with jet tub and office loft area. Start your Colorado 
Adventure and schedule your showing today! $639,900  MLS#781345

3313 CO RD 15 Road, South Fork

FOR SALE

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

VIEWS!!!!This truly unique and stunning home up 
against National Forest is an entertainer’s dream come 
true. The design of the 6 levels creates a flow for the 
most accommodating Holiday Parties. This is a home 
both adults and children will love with an observation 
tower and an elevator. The landscaping is low mainte-
nance and the interior has custom woodwork and logs 
that would make the greatest of carpenters swoon. 
The views from on top of Beaver Mountain are ex-
quisite, you could spend countless hours just staring 
out the windows in the peace and privacy that surrounds this magnificent home. 
Beaver Mountain has County maintained paved Roads and is just 5 minutes from 
the middle of town. The Development is secluded with cameras at the entrance 
for security. Totally furnished and available for short term rentals. All you need is 
your tooth brush! $950,000 MLS#772727

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Super cute log sided cabin with 
beautiful Aspen trees and Moun-
tain views. This cabin has three 
bedrooms and two baths all on a 
single level. Bathrooms have been 
remodeled and many upgrades done 
throughout the cabin. Nice cozy wood 
stove in the living room will heat the 
whole home. 40’ X 18’ Detached ga-
rage for toys or a great work shop that 
is heated. Has a nice wood shed and a 

she shed in back fenced yard. $249,000 Come check this one out today before it 
is Sold. MLS#778167

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Home in 
South Fork. 
2 bedroom, 
1 bath with 2 
car garage in 
town. Deck 
and fully 
landscaped 
yard. $229,000 
Call today! 
MLS#779021

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Prime Commercial Prop-
erty! Awesome building on 
Highway 285 that would 
work great for any type of 
business. This building is 
insulated, heated, and has 
a beautiful office space 
with huge hanging doors on 
both ends of the building. 
The building is located on 
a 0.75 acre commercial lot! 
$165,000 MLS#779251

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great Business Opportunity 
with this Car Wash! Locat-
ed right on Highway 285 in 
Monte Vista. Good income 
generator! The car wash has 
some updates, and there is 
plenty of room on the lot for 
anything additional. All books 
and records are available with signed confidentiality agree-
ment. Additionally you can 
package the other car wash 
and laundromat in Del Norte, 
and South Fork. Inquire with-
in for those details! $423,000 
MLS#780151

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming Sante Fe Style 
Home! This lovely home has 
lots of space and options! For-
mal dining area, breakfast area, 
Sun Room with lots of windows!   
New Flooring! 3 Bedrooms/2 
Baths. Lots of Closet Space! Fire 
place with wood stove in garage, 
and finished floor in garage. Fire-
place/insert in living area! Cus-
tom lighting! The beams in the ceiling of the home add such warmth, and charm 
to the home. Oversized lot, and nice patio areas. 2 Sheds, and established trees. 
$285,000 Don’t miss out on this solid/charming home! MLS#780653

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful Charming Custom Home! 
Situated on 12.69 Acres in the country 
but close to town. Lots of open space, large family area with custom fireplace. 
Great kitchen for the gourmet cook, 
stainless appliances, and great for enter-taining. Office, wood floors, tile & gran-
ite. Master Suite, and walk in closets. ra-diant heat floors, beautiful windows, and 
doors. 2 Car attached garage, and addi-
tional garages/RV Garage. Established 
yard with sprinkler system. Outdoor 
patio area to enjoy the views of the San 
Juans! Call to preview this very special 
custom home that offers living in style, 
and comfort! $835,000 MLS#781327

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Hugely sucessful retail, food and 
flower shop with prime location 
in darling mountain town. Sale in-
cludes all inventory, equipement 
and delivery van. Turn key opera-
tion is growing every year. Unique 
original accents with original wood 
floors and storage galore. Ready to 
own your own business in a quaint 
historical town? Ready to get out 
of the city? Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity! $385,000 Call today. 
MLS#783036

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531
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FREETake O
ne

A Salute to the San Luis Valley’s 
Best & Brightest Students & Their 
Accomplishments During the Year!

the BEST
of the BEST

staff report

MONTE VISTA — This schol-
arship began in 2009 when Glen a 
sergeant in the United States Marine 
Corps was killed in action while 
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Glen was a Monte Vista High School 
graduate, the son of Ron and Carol 
Martinez, who set up the scholarship 
in Glen’s memory. An annual 5K 
Run/Walk and Veterans Golf Tourna-

ment helps to provide funds for the 
scholarships.

Two outstanding Monte Vista 
High School seniors, Kaitlynn 
Chavez and Nicholas Torrez who 
excelled in academics, athletics, and 
community service, were awarded 
scholarships of $1,000 each on May 
11, that will benefit these seniors 
to begin their journey to pursue a 
higher education.

Courtesy  photo

From left is Carol Martinez, mother of the fallen hero, Kaitlynn Chavez, 
Nicholas Torrez, and Ron Martinez, father of the fallen hero, who were 
introduced to the participants of the Sgt. Glen Martinez Memorial Schol-
arship 5K Run/Walk on May 29.

Chavez and Torrez 
receive Martinez 

Memorial Scholarships

SAGUACHE COUNTY — Recently, Saguache County Farm Bu-
reau awarded Laura Morfitt their scholarship in the amount of $500.

Laura is a 2021 graduate from Mountain Valley School in Saguache.  
She is the daughter of Dell and Yvonne Morfitt, long-time residents 
of Saguache County.

Laura has been accepted to the Western State University school of 
business; and is excited to expand her knowledge within the business 
and marketing world. 

We wish Laura the very best.

Morfitt receives 
Saguache County Farm 

Bureau scholarship

Courtesy photo

Left to right: Mitchell Jarvis, Troy Sowards, Carson Bagwell, and DonnaMae Keys

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 
Awards History Scholarships to Students

The Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Area (SdCNHA) presented 
two students with History Fair Schol-
arships. SdCNHA provides annual 
scholarships to students who par-
ticipate and compete in the Regional 
History Fair, with projects based on 
this year’s theme “Communication 
in History” that involve local history, 
culture, or traditions. 

The Regional History Fair took 
place virtually on Saturday, Janu-
ary 30, 2021 and was hosted by the 
Adams State University (ASU) De-
partment of History, Anthropology, 
Philosophy, Political Science, and 
Spanish (HAPPSS). The Regional 
History Fair is part one of the Na-

tional
History Day competition that 

takes place nationwide. Students 
participate in a project-based learn-
ing curriculum that emphasizes 
critical reading and thinking, re-
search, analysis, and the drawing of 
meaningful conclusions. Students 
can complete these projects in groups 
or as individuals in one of five cat-
egories: documentary, paper, exhibit, 
performance, or website.

This year’s round of annual Re-
gional History Day submissions 
demonstrated the broad array of 
historical topics but only one pertain-
ing to the San Luis Valley.  Winners 
will proceed to National History 

day, sponsored by the University of 
Colorado, Denver, on May 1, 2021.

Troy Sowards and Carson Bagwell 
created a junior group website about 
how communication through mail 
rapidly expanded. They discussed 
how this impacted the San Luis 
Valley.

The Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Area congratulates all stu-
dents who participated in this year’s 
competition and is excited to see 
what heritage area youth come up 
with next year. For more information 
on National History Day, visit www.
nhd.org . For more information on 
SdCNHA scholarships and fieldtrip 
grants, visit www.sangreheritage.org  

staff report

SAGUACHE — 
Saguache County 
Sheriff Dan War-
wick announced that 
Center School Dis-
trict’s Azia DeHerre-
ra-Valdez was this 
year’s recipient of 
the County Sheriffs 
of Colorado (CSOC), scholarship award for Saguache County.

CSOC, Colorado’s state sheriffs’ association, offered a total of 30 awards of 
$500 each this year to deserving high school and college students in Colorado 
to fund higher-level educational expenses for the 2021-2022 academic year.

A citizens’ committee selected the winner from each county. Committees 
made their selections based upon criteria established by CSOC, including 
leadership, merit, character, involvement, purpose and need. Applicants were 
required to be full-time, legal Colorado residents who planned to attend a 
Colorado university, college or trade school.

CSOC established the scholarship program in 1978. Since then, this effort 
has continued as a meaningful expression of the sheriffs’ confidence in and 
respect for education and training. Money for the program is derived, in part, 
from the CSOC honorary membership fund that consists of contributions from 
individual citizens and businesses each year.

Saguache County Sheriff 
awards scholarship
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Monte Vista Co-op Congratulates
the 2021 Scholarship Winners!

719-852-5181 • www.mvcoop.com & @mvcoop

Dennis Kay Memorial Scholarship:
Renae Sinclair, Sangre de Cristo

Community Committed. Agriculturally Driven.

Mike Kelley Memorial Scholarship:
Eric Lorenz, Del Norte

Renae Sinclair

Eric Lorenz

Urianna Acosta
Asia Alarid
Chesney Alexander
Zariah Archuleta
Analicette Arroyo-Archuleta
Haley Bernal
Syriah Bernal
Daniel Clark
Isis Delgado-Cervantes
Keianna Duran
Alycia Espinosa
Chevelle Garcia
Kayleigh Garcia
Memphis Garcia
Grace Goodland
Keaton Gregg
Kahi Lee Herrera
Chloe Hindes

Stefanie Lopez
Marissa Martinez
Colton Mellott
Augustus Miller
Madison Miller
Carlos Ochoa-Marquez
Katie Pacheco
Camille Rawinski
Maria Rivera
Jaelyn Robles
Adelia Romero
Davion Samora
Anastasia Sanchez
Annika Schaak
Taija Smith
Isaac Stults
Blair Vanderpool

Monte Vista High School 
Principal’s Honor Roll Todd Adams

Deangelo Archuleta
Laisha Arroyo
Aayla Rhi Bate-Fichter
Shaina Baumgardner
Joseph Benavides Jr
Whitney Brimhall
Jose Castro
Nikayla Cleghorn
David Clutter
Fernando Coss
Alex Deherrera
Genesis Delgado

Piper Edington
Elijah Gallegos
Khegan Gunter
Lilly Henderhan
Addan Heredia
Cole Hindes
Annika Holder
Casandra Lopez
Paige Lovato
Magdalena Marrufo
Amyiah Martinez
Jaxon Martinez
Jack Noonan

Alyssa Ortega
Destiny Pacheco
Hunter Pacheco
Sahara Rodriguez
Mario Sanchez
Henry Seger
Noelle Seger
Clay Taffin
Colton Taffin
Angelina Vargas
Jonah Waggoner

MONTE VISTA HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL

SARGENT HIGH SCHOOL SECOND 

SEMESTER HONOR ROLL

Superintendent’s 
Honor Roll:

Giovanni Aguilar
Annabelle Heineman
Brooke Hoffstaetter
Sydney Lorentzen
Aaron Price
Jordan Rockey
Lane Spearman
Madelyn Beiriger
Stephanie Johnson
Megan Peterson
Kyla Davis
Parker Ford
Kamryn Holland
Chinmay Jayanty
Gabriel Jones
Aiden Price
Ashlyn Rockey
Taylor Rockey
Katherine Sewell
Emberly Spearman
Mary Willis 
Carson Wolfe 
Montana Youkerman
Payton Brown
Jaylynn Gomez 
Kage Pepper 
Caden Stickens
Autumn Yocom 

Principal’s Honor 
Roll:

Bailey Asbell
Abby Birdsong 
Westen Burkhart
Joshua Carbutt 
Saige Hostetter 
Cayden Larimore 
Azmarae Lister 
Trenton Paskett

Gracie Wilson
Corbyn Wright 
Marissa Floriani 
Antonio Garcia 
Alexis Urbina 
Mallory Carbutt 
Karen Holguin-Guzman
Conner Holmes 
Madison Kyffin
Antonio Martinez 
Daylon Maze 
Roman Vitale 
Lexxus Aguilar 
Braxton Asbell
Blake Bahil 
Christopher Brandt 
Bryton Burkhart 
Lauren Deacon
Lauren Hefner 
Sara Hensley 
Cameron Hsu
Riley Kenison
Makayla Larimore 
Parker Larimore 
Jessica Lopez
Marcus Lopez
Sadie Mitchell
Caleb Rabon 
McKenzie Tolliver
Mayah Stephens 
Josiah Yocom

SARGENT JUNIOR HIGH SECOND 

SEMESTER HONOR ROLL

Superintendent’s 
Honor Roll:

Kennidy Askew
Kaelyn Atencio
Makayla Brown
Jessica Buser 
Jayce Capron
Corbin Castillo
Amelia Ford 
Kyra Griffin
Tanner Kenison
Alycia Martinez-Chavez
Emma Sewell
Becca Stambaugh
Kade Temple 
Fernando Venzor 
Seth Waggoner 
Brody Webb

Principal’s Honor 
Roll:

Kaitlynn Askew
Deonisia Camacho
Liam Ellithorpe
Lucas Garcia 
Kristian Gosar 
Tanner Houser 
Mitchell Peterson
Evolyn Raybourn
Ellaree Rockey 
Addison Roepke
Angelise Sandoval
Douglas Sawyer 
Jaycian Sierra 
Dietrich Smith
Mia Stickens 
Daniel Willis 
Cadyn Wright 

Photo courtesy of Center High School 

Center High School held its National Honors Society awards banquet on May 5 and inducted 14 new 
members. Pictured front row, left to right, Jazmynn Valadez-Gonzales, Yamileth Trejo-Chaparro, Azia 
DeHerrera-Valdez, Giselle Molina – Valadez, Evelyn Martinez-Villagomez and Yahiy Quintana; and sec-
ond row, left to right, Kevin Jones, principal/NHS Sponsor, Cael Ruggles, Mackayla Arellano, Samantha 
Arellano, Alexis Varela, Deisy Estrada Majalca, Priscila Zapata, Cruz Reyes, Joaquin Moreno and Omar 
Hernandez Mendoza.

NHS: Center High School 
inducts 14 new members

staff report

MONTE VISTA — Students in 
the fourth grade from Sargent El-
ementary competed in the National 
Essay and Artwork contest. The 
contest starts at the county level. 
The top winner in each county then 
competes at the state level. They 
submit a short essay and a hand-
drawn picture. 

Entries are based on CHAR-
ACTER COUNTS! utilizing the 
Six Pillars of Character. The Re-
sponsibility Pillar was used for the 
competition this year.  

Rio Grande County winners 
were from Sargent Elementary. 
First place went to Josiah Houser; 
second place to Elaina Consaul; 
and third place to Addison Gilbert. 
Houser also won second place at 
the state level. 

Monetary awards were spon-
sored by District  V FCE and 
Friday Morning Club of CAFCE 
(Colorado Association for Family 
and Community Education). 

State winners can compete at the 
national level (NAFCE).

Left to right, Sargent teacher 
Durre, Josiah Houser, first 

place Rio Grande County and 
second at state, Elaina Con-

saul, second at county, Addi-
son Gilbert, third at county.

Courtesy photo

Sargent fourth-graders shine in 
National Essay and Artwork content
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Congratulations to Cen-
tauri Middle School sci-

ence fair regional win-
ners. The school district 
thanked Mr. Shelton for 
his dedicated sponsor-

ship, the students for their 
achievements, and the 

parents for their support.

Courtesy photo

Centauri 
science fair 

regional 
winners

staff report

MONTE VISTA — The Ray and 
Colette Skeff Scholarships were 
awarded to Center and Monte Vista 
high school seniors recently.

Caleb Riggenbach and Kaitlynn 
Chavez each received $500 at the 
Monte Vista Awards Night on May 
11.

Skeff Scholarships were awarded 
in the amount of $500 to Carlos 
Almeida, Alfredo Velez and Herbert 
Hernandez-Hernandez at the Center 
Awards Night on May 10.

An annuity was purchased for the 
Monte Vista School District and the 
Center School District in 2003.  Each 
year a check is sent for the interest on 
the funds to be given as a scholarship 
to students selected by the schools.  
Kansas City Life Insurance Company 
is on the hook for a minimum of 20 
years and a maximum if either Ray 
or Colette are living.

This was the 18th year of the Skeff 
Scholarship for both schools and the 

2021 Ray and Colette 
Skeff Scholarship

Ray and Colette Skeff
total awarded is $56,160.  The seniors 
of the 2021 class were not born when 
the scholarship started in 2003.

The Skeff ’s want to give the 
scholarships to express their support 
for deserving students who want an 
education. Ray was a graduate from 
Center High School and Colette was 
a graduate from Monte Vista High 
School.

SAN LUIS VALLEY — For the past several years, 
the San Luis Valley REC has made secondary education 
a priority when giving back to the Valley. With more 
than $180,000 given in the past five years, the REC 
annually awards several scholarships to local students. 

The board of directors announced the 2021 scholar-
ship recipients: 

• SLV REC Adams State University Four-Year Schol-
arship: Desiray Tolsma, Alamosa

• Electric Lineworker Scholarship: Abel Ojeda Jr., 
Sierra Grande 

• Robert Wolfe Scholarship: Gabriel Heersink, Ala-
mosa

• SLVREC Past Director Scholarship: Aidan McCo-
mas, Del Norte HS

• SLVREC Past Retired GM Ray Villyard & CEO 
John Villyard Scholarship: Alyssa Bagwell, Centauri

• Basin Electric Power Cooperative Scholarship: 
Lindsey Gammill, Creede

• SLV REC Scholarships: Eric Lorenz, Del Norte; 
Sara Nehring, Monte Vista; Chloe McComas, Del Norte; 
Caleb Riggenbach, Monte Vista

• Tri-State G&T Scholarships: Logan Cestone, Del 
Norte; Soren Bailey, Del Norte

• REC Dependent Scholarship: Ryker Alonzo, Alamosa

Courtesy photo

Alamosa High School senior Desiray Tolsma 
was awarded the 2021 SLV REC Adams State 
University Four-Year Scholarship.

SLV REC 2021 Scholarship 
winners announced

staff report

Sargent High School junior 
Mary Willis took the 2020 Prelim-
inary SAT/National Merit Schol-
arship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) and met the require-
ments to enter the 2022 National 
Merit Scholarship Program.

She is among the 50,000 high-
est-scoring participants who will 
be recognized as either a Semifi-
nalist or a Commended Student 
in the fall.

From the 50,000 high scorers 
nationwide, about 16,000 will be 

named National Merit Scholarship 
Program Semifinalists, represent-
ing the top scorers in each state 
and another 34,000 students will 
be commended for their perfor-
mance on the PSAT/NMSQT.

She is the daughter of John and 
Gina Willis of Monte Vista.

More Sargent school highlights:
Sargent Colorado Science & 

Engineering Fair Winners
• Emma Sewell — Eighth grade 

Proteolytic Enzyme Power
Third Place Chemistry — $75
Colorado Associate of Science 

Teachers Award — $100
• Makayla Brown — Eighth 

grade The Mightiest Mask?
Thi rd  P lace  Medic ine  and 

Health — $75
• Ellaree Rockey — Eighth 

grade Nitrogen and Density Lev-
els in Quinoa

Third Place Plant Sciences — $75
Colorado Associate of Science 

Teachers Award — $100
• Ashlyn Rockey — 11th grade 

Screening Quinoa Germplasm for 
Downy Mildew Resistance

Second Place Plant Sciences

Colorado State University Col-
lege of Ag Sciences Award — 
$500

• Chinmay Jayanty — 11th 
grade Synthesizing Renewable 
Energy from Water Using Sun-
light

Honorable Mention Energy
Adams State College Porter 

Scholarship $5,000 (renewable)
Colorado School  of  Mines 

Scholarship $1,000 (renewable)
Sargent  a l so  won the  Bes t 

Small Middle/Junior High School 
Award, as well as the High School 

Award.
Sargent  State  FBLA Award 

Recipients
• Aiden Price — Fourth place — 

Electronic Career Portfolio
• Aaron Price — 10th place 

— Introduction to Information 
Technology

• Kamryn Holland — Sixth 
Place — Organizational Leader-
ship

• Ashlyn Rockey — Fourth 
Place — Public Speaking

• Chinmay Jayanty — Fourth 
Place — Spreadsheet Applications

Sargent’s Willis qualifies for the National Merit Scholarship Program

Courtesy photo

Dr. Cheryl D. Lovell (left) was at the 2019 Ski Hi Stampede Rodeo in Monte Vista to present the Adams 
State Foundation Scholarship to recipients, from left, Lexi Metz, Sarah Shoeller and Sara Brunelli. Each 
will receive a $3,500 scholarship to Adams State University.

ASU Foundation Scholarship winners
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719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

K&J THRIFTWAY

345 S. Worth Street • Center
(719)754-1937

Great Job 
Valley Students!

852-3921 • 2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. • Monte Vista
For all your Chemical, Fertilizer, Seed & Application Services.

Coutesy photos

Fourth Quarter - 1st Row: Sariah Wojchiechowicz-Lambers, Brycen 
Behil, Izabella Garcia, Liam Adams, Daynara Venzor, Julissa Naranjo 
2nd Row: Kinleigh Hathorn, Mariah Atencio, Addison Giblert, Robert 
Andrews, Rylie Harmon  3rd Row-Corbin Hussey, Connor Buckley, 
Payton Chong, Mackenzie Consaul, Madeline Mitchell Not Pictures: 
Lizzie Paulson, Kaj Clark

Sargent Elementary 
Students of the Month

April and May - 1st Row: Sariah Wojchiechowicz-Lambers, Brycen 
Behil, Izabella Garcia, Liam Adams, Daynara Venzor, Julissa Nara-
njo 2nd Row: Kinleigh Hathorn, Mariah Atencio, Addison Giblert, 
Robert Andrews, Rylie Harmon 3rd Row-Corbin Hussey, Connor 
Buckley, Payton Chong, Mackenzie Consaul, Madeline Mitchell 
Not Pictures: Lizzie Paulson, Kaj Clark

Courtesy photo

Jessica Buser, Dietrich Smith, Lauren Hefner, Conner Holmes, Hayden Lester, and Destiny Quintana. 

Sargent Academic Booster Club Jr. High, 
High School April Students of the Month

staff report

MONTE VISTA — Sargent Ju-
nior High and Sargent High National 
Honor Society inducted new mem-
bers in February. These outstanding 
students met the rigorous selection 
criteria of earning a 3.7 cumulative 
grade point average and consistently 
demonstrate strong leadership, char-
acter traits, and a commitment to 
service. The high school inducted 
10 new members and the junior high 
inducted 12 new members.

Sargent High School National 
Honor Society Members — New 

2021 members — Madelyn Beiriger, 
Stephanie Jonhson, Megan Peter-
son, Marissa Floriana, McKenzie 
Tolliver, Lexxus Aguilar, Emberly 
Spearman, Chinmay Jayanty, An-
tonio Martinez and Madison Kyf-
fin. Returning members — Payton 
Brown, Lauren Hefner, Cameron 
Hsu, Marian Kidd, Kage Pepper, 
Caleb Rabon, Caden Stickens,Chris 
Brandt, Autumn Yocum, Aiden 
Price, Kamryn Holland, Montana 
Yonkerman, Ashlyn Rockey, Taylor 
Rockey, Mary Willis, Katherine 
Sewell, Karen Holguin, Kyla Davis 

and Carson Wolfe.
Sargent Junior High National 

Honor Society — New 2021 mem-
bers — Kaitlyn Askew, Kennidy 
Askew, Kaeyln Atencio,Jayce 
Capron,Corbin Castillo, Amelia 
Ford, Kyra Griffin,Tanner Houser, 
Alycia Martinez - Chavez, Mitch-
ell Peterson, Addison Roepke and 
Daniel Willis. Returning members 
— Makayla Brown, Jessica Buser, 
Liam Ellithorpe, Lucas Garcia, El-
laree Rockey, Emma Sewell, Becca 
Stambaugh, Mayah Stephens, Mia 
Stickens, and Josiah Yocum.

Courtesy photo

The Sargent High School National Honor Society Chapter.

Sargent School District honors new, 

returning National Honor Society members

staff report

CENTER — The Center High 
School awards ceremony was held 
May 10. CHS students were recog-
nized for their hard work and ac-
complishments throughout the year. 

“We are grateful for the partner-
ships that we have with the many 
families, local organizations, and 
institutes of higher learning that 
support our students and honor them 
with generous scholarships,” CHS 
officials stated. “The resources they 
provide for our students make it 
possible for them to continue their 
education at the next level. Thanks 
to everyone that pitched in to make 
the night a success. A special thanks 
to Adele Alfson, she did a fantastic 
job coordinating the evening and 
putting together a delicious meal for 
our presenters and families.”

Ray and Colette Skeff awarded 
the Skeff Scholarship to Ever Her-
nandez, Diego Velez, and Carlos 
Almeida.

Skip McClure and Richard 
Ramstetter presented the Kiwanis 
Scholarship to Zambria Traverse, 
Adrian Garcia, Briana Moreno, 
Mackayla Arellano, and Jacqueline 
Aguilar.

Joni Hemmerling and Kendra 
Durre presented the Jeannie Leach 
Memorial Scholarship in memory of 
their mother.

Warren Weaver and 
Jerry Claire recog-
nized the Out-
standing Boy 
a n d  G i r l . 
Y a m i l e t h 
Trejo was the 
Outstanding 
Girl and Yay-
ir Quintana 
was the Out-
standing Boy.

Mike Roque 
from Adams State 
University presented 
the Patricia Lucero Memo-
rial Scholarship to Jazmynn Valadez 
Gonzalez.

Camp Scholarships - no names 
provided

Renae Hasslett and Kaylee Gomez 
recognized several CHS students 
with the CAMP Scholarships and 
the Extended Studies and Concurrent 
Enrollment honors.

Concurrent Enrollment – no names 
provided

Stephanie Archuleta honored CHS 
students who had been successful in 

the science fair this year. Cael Rug-
gles, Leonardo Carrillo, and Cristian 
Velez- Gonzales all competed suc-

cessfully at this year’s fair 
and were recognized 

for their efforts.
Western State, 

Trinidad State 
College, the 
C o l o r a d o 
S c h o o l  o f 
Mines,  and 
t h e  U n i -
v e r s i t y  o f 

C o l o r a d o , 
a l l  p r e s e n t -

e d  a w a r d s  t o 
s tudents .  Other 

r e c o g n i t i o n s  i n -
cluded the Principal’s 

Scholarship, the Viking Athletic 
Association Scholarship, Out-
s tanding Academic  Achieve-
ment, the McCormick Scholar-
ship, Center Education Asso-
ciation, Make A Difference, and 
the Center Service Scholarship. 
Katrina Ruggles presented the 
STARS Memorial Scholarship 
with a touching remembrance to 
our former student Will Weather-
ford. Jazmynn Valadez Gonzalez 
received this scholarship award.

CHS students receive scholarships, honors
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