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Filing period for 
URGSD board 
opens Aug. 4

DEL NORTE — Two school 
Upper Rio Grande School District 
C-7 board member seats will be 
up for election in November. 

Nomination packets, with 
petitions for 25 or more signatures, 
may be picked up from Terri 
Dudley at the URGSD District 
Office, 950 )rench St., Del 1orte, 
starting on Aug. 4, between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. 

The petition packets must be 
returned to Dudley at the school 
district office no later than noon 
on Aug. 27 — C.R.S. 22-31-
107�1.5�.

CDPHE 
vaccination bus 
in DN, MV and 

Center this week
)ree COV,D-19 vaccination 

clinics are being held this week 
in Del 1orte, Monte Vista 
and Center. No appointments 
are needed except for Pfizer 
vaccinations. 

The CDPHE vaccination bus 
will be available Thursday, Aug. 
5, between 10 a.m. and � p.m. 
at the Simple )oods Store at 
��0 *rande Ave. in Del 1orte� 
)riday, Aug. �, at the Monte Vista 
)armer’s Market at 9��-99� 8S 
Highway 1�0 from 9 a.m. to noon� 
and )riday, Aug. �, at Tierra de 
1ueva complex in Center at 9�0 
S Broadway from 1 to 5 p.m.

Children between the ages 
of 12 and 17 years old can 
get vaccinated with parental 
consent. Because children under 
1� receive the Pfi]er vaccine, an 
appointment is needed. To make 
an appointment, call Rio Grande 
Public Health at 719-�57-335�.

SLV Health 
provides Bumps 

and Bruises Clinic
With school starting up again 

and sports season beginning, 
it’s important to keep children. 
All San Luis Valley high school 
athletes are eligible for SLV 
Health’s %umps and %ruises 
Clinic. This free service includes 
an initial evaluation, rehabilitation 
treatment, and management 
for minor inMuries. Visit SLV 
Health’s website — www. 
Sanluisvalleyhealth.org/services/
sports-medicine/ — to see which 
days a local clinic is open for 
Bumps and Bruises.

BY MECHEL MEEK 
CENTER — The Center Police 

Department hosted a .-9 competition 
at Center Community Park on July 
31 that showcased police .-9’s from 
Center PD, Gunnison PD, Delta 
PD, Delta County Sheriff’s Office, 
Alamosa County Sheriff’s Office, 
Valley .-9, and High Desert Police 
.-9 Association.

.-9’s .it, %lit], 5onin, -enna, 
Tig “,ntegrity”, 5alco, and %eno 
all participated in different areas of 
the competition. This event was free 
for the public to attend. A bright 
sunny day was the backdrop for a 
competition that showed how these 
police dogs do their work.

The day started with warmup runs on 
the obstacle course, with each handler 
and dog familiarizing themselves with 
the different obstacles that simulate 
real-life challenges.

)ollowing the warmup, a simulated 
police chase ran across the football 
field with lights flashing and sirens 
wailing. The .-9’s then pulled 
volunteers in “bite suits”, who were 
pretending to be resisting subjects, 

First-ever Center K-9 competition delights crowd

The Center Police Department 
hosted a K-9 competition at 

Center Community Park on July 
31 that showcased police K-9’s 

from across the state.
Photo by Mechel Meek

Please see K-9 on Page 8A

BY MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE — The annual Hollyhock )estival on -uly 
31 was fun for all ages, with many community members 
bringing the entire family on a hunt for “fairy houses” 
scattered throughout downtown Saguache. 

Adding to the festivities was the annual art walk, an 
art competition, plus food and drinks sold to benefit the 
Saguache Volunteer )ire Department.

The winners of the art competition were awarded cash 
this year as a pri]e, with the first-place winner having 
their artwork grace next year’s seed cards. The Saguache 
Chamber of Commerce organized the event and handed 
out maps to patrons.

Saguache Hollyhock Festival brings family fun

The Hollyhock Festival is always held on the last 
weekend in July in Saguache. The Hollyhock is the 

town’s official flower.
Photo by Mechel Meek

Please see FEST on Page 4A

Frontier Drive-In revitalization brings 
new building techniques to Center

Photo by Mechel Meek

Frontier Drive-In Program Manager Adam Gildar and Antonito artist 
Ron Rael led a group of Center community members and town officials 
on tour of the property and the technology being used on the project.

BY MECHEL MEEK 
 CENTER — The site of 

the old )rontier Drive-,n is the 
location of a new way to build 
using technology. On Thursday, 
-uly �9, a group of community 
members gathered at the )rontier 
property to see the new buildings, 
techniques and a presentation was 
given about the progress and the 
future of the site.

As you drive up to the )rontier, 
the first thing that catches the eye 
is the restored )rontier Drive-,n’s 
neon sign. This piece of history 
has been preserved, along with the 
huge movie screen and the original 
snack bar building.

All the other structures on the 
property are new construction, 
which includes Quonset-style 
buildings, yurts and the addition 
of 3D printed adobe structures.

Artist Ron Rael designed the 
adobe structures and 3D printing 
software, along with his team at 
Emerging Objects. The adobe 
structures will be used as individual 
private bathhouses with a view of 

the open sky.
The adobe structures are conical 

with an opening at the top called an 
oculus and are “printed” one layer 
at a time. Each layer is allowed to 

dry before printing the next.
The printing robot is controlled 

by a cell phone, which directs the 
robot on where and how thick to 
Please see FRONTIER on Page 4A

RGNF welcomes 
Acting 

Deputy Forest 
Supervisor Jones
STAFF 
REPORT

M O N T E 
VISTA  —
Rio Grande 
N a t i o n a l 
) o r e s t 
Superv i so r 
Dan Dallas 
a n n o u n c e d 
that Andrea 
Jones began serving Monday, Aug. 
�, as the Acting Deputy )orest 
Supervisor for the Rio Grande 
1ational )orest. -ones will serve her 
four-month temporary assignment in 
Monte Vista, Colorado as the third 
Acting Deputy )orest Supervisor 
since Tom Malecek’s December �019 
retirement.

Jones elevates to the post from her 
position as the Conejos Peak District 
Ranger where she has served since 
�01�. Prior to that appointment she 
served as the Wildlife Biologist on 
the Conejos Peak Ranger District 
and as a Rangeland Management 
Specialist on the Canjilon Ranger 

Please see JONES on Page 8A
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Lifet ime Del  Norte  res ident  Alexander 
Mac*reggor Colville, -r., �9, passed away on 
-uly 31, �0�1. He was born on -une 30, 193�, in 
Del Norte, Colorado to Alexander MacGreggor and 
5uth Marie �Samuels� Colville.

He honorably served his country in the United 
States Army. He married his wife of 5� years, Louise 
(dna Stephens on -une 11, 19�5, at the Monte Vista 
Presbyterian Church. Alex graduated from Adams 
State College with a degree in teaching. He taught 
for a few years until he learned his true passion 
was art, especially woodwork.

He and Louise opened the Casa de Madera 
Store in Del Norte and Alex was proud of the 
fact that he had signs, made by him on every 
continent, including Antarctica. He was a true 
outdoorsman. He shared his love of the outdoors 
with his nieces and nephews, especially his 
nephew Kevin Off.

Alex is survived by his wife Louise Colville, his 
children .risti Powell and Toni �Pat� VelasTue], 
his grandchildren, Kyndra Powell, Tyler Powell, 
Mason Colville, Payton Hogner, Alex �Amy� 
5eynolds and Tara �Clayton Holman� 5eynolds, 
his great-grandchildren, Jayden Powell-Gates, 
Brylee Powell, Carter Powell, Kylie Holman, Axel 
Reynolds and Arthur Reynolds, his sister Suzanne 
Off and numerous other extended family.

Darrel (ugene Asay, 9�, passed 
away in his sleep on -uly 1�, �0�1.  
A life-long resident of the San Luis 
Valley, Darrel recently relocated to 
Caddo Mills, Texas to be with family.  
Darrel was born on April 9, 19�9 in 
Alamosa, Colorado to Otis and Elsie 
�Miller� Asay.

After graduating from Center High 
School in 19�7, Darrel was drafted 
into the military.  He served for the 
U.S. Marine Corps, stationed mainly 
in Japan and Korea.

Upon his honorable discharge 
from the Marines, Darrel moved 
to Chicago where, in 1955, he 
married his sweetheart Maryellen 
LaJoie.

Growing tired of the big city 
life, Darrel longed for the fresh 
air, scenic mountain views, and 
serenity of the San Luis Valley.  
So, in 19�1, he and Maryellen  
returned.  Settling in Center, Darrel 
began a career that included land 
leveling, farming, potato warehouse 
machinery maintenance, foreman, 
and warehouse owner.

,n �010, Darrel retired although he 
still participated in harvest as often 
as he could.

Darrel was a passionate TV 
football watcher.  )amily members 
often remarked that it was just as 
entertaining to watch him during a 
game as the game itself.  Sitting in 
his chair dodging would-be tacklers, 
stiff-arming popcorn bowls, and drop-
kicking plush animals.  )ield *oal��

,n addition, Darrel enMoyed 
tinkering in his shop.  Creating carts 
to move propane or oxygen bottles, 
potato bulk-boxes, and even a potato 
planter.  No piece of machinery was 
safe if Darrel thought improvements 
could be made.

Darrel was well known for his 
athletic achievements in his younger 
years.  He was the state runner-up in 
the pole vault during his sophomore 
year, 19�5.  He followed this up in 
19�� and 19�7 by not only being the 
state champion, but setting a pole 

vault record that stood for many 
years.  However, Darrel’s first love 
was football.

1ot only did Darrel lead the Vikings 
to a SLV championship in 19��, but 
he also played in the North-South All-
star game.  While in the Marines, he 
was able to continue to  play football� 
often travelling to air or army bases for 
a game.  ,n his last game, he played 
for OTS8 -apan winning the )ar (ast 
Command Championship.  Darrel’s 
athletic achievements culminated with 
his induction into the Center High 
School Sports Hall of )ame in �007.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Otis and Elsie, his brothers 
John and Robert Asay, his sister Cleo 
Prentice, and his son Daniel Asay.

He is survived by his wife Maryellen 
and son Thomas of Caddo Mills, 
Texas.

The family would like to thank 
those friends who stayed in touch 
with Darrel as his health failed in the 
last few years. They would also like 
to thank those who  provided care for 
him until the end so that he could stay 
in his home. 

At his request there will be no 
memorial service, but a Celebration 
of Life will be held later this fall. All 
who knew Darrel are invited to attend 
and reminisce.

Stay tuned for more details.

Darrel Eugene Asay Alexander MacGreggor Colville Jr.

He was preceded in death by his parents and his 
brother David Colville.

Cremation was selected and a memorial service will 
be held at a later time. Contributions are suggested to 
the Al]heimer’s Association and may be made in care 
of the funeral home office. To express condolences, 
please visit www.rogersfunerals.com.

5ogers )amily Mortuary in Monte Vista is in 
care of the arrangements.

Clayton Wirt ‘Kelly’ Mackey III
Saturday, -uly ��, �0�1. He was born 
on -uly �3, 19��, in Steyr, Austria, to 
Clayton Wirt Mackey, Jr. and Erika 
Steffe Mackey.

He honorably served his country 
in the United State Army for over 
�0 years. On May �3, 19�9, .elly 
married -anice Heap in Monte Vista. 
Kelly was a member of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and 
has held many callings in the Church. 
He enMoyed golfing, bowling, fishing 
and gardening.

He is survived by his wife Janice 
Mackey, his children, Kimberly 
�Darrell� Mackey-Canty and Clayton 
Daryl Mackey, his grandchildren, 
Dashawn �Heather� Mackey, 5aymond 
Canty, Tiana Canty, Daryl Tyler 
Mackey and Kaylee Marie Mackey, 
four great-grandchildren and his 

siblings, Anne Henningsen and Erik 
Mackey as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews and extended family.

Clayton was preceded in death 
by his parents and his sister Sandra 
Bukovsky.

A visitation will be held from � 
p.m. until 8 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 5, 
�0�1, at the 5ogers )amily Mortuary 
in Monte Vista as well as from 9 a.m. 
to 9��5 a.m. on )riday, Aug. �, �0�1, 
at the Rio Grande Ward of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
with the service following at 10 a.m. 
,nterment will follow services in the 
Homelake Cemetery. Contributions in 
his memory are suggested to the Conour 
SLV animal Shelter and may be made 
in care of the funeral home office.

5ogers )amily Mortuary of Monte 
Vista is in care of the arrangements. 
Online condolences may be left 
by visiting his obituary at www.
rogersfunerals.com.Jose Vivian Lujan

-ose Vivian LuMan, 73, a 51-
year resident of Las Vegas, 1ev., 
passed away -uly 19, �0�1. He was 
born in 19�7 in Lobatos, Colo., to 
Juan Lujan and Eurcinia Lujan. 
He married his Antonito, Colo., 
sweetheart Lena LuMan, 50 years 
ago in Las Vegas, 1ev.  

-ose Vivian LuMan worked at 
the Nevada test site Area-51 from 
1970 to 197�, then worked for 
)rehner Construction Company 
for 32 years as a heavy equipment 
operator throughout the state of 
1evada, California and ,daho. He 
was an avid Denver Broncos fan. He 
loved hunting, fishing, 4-wheeling, 
gambling at casinos and playing 

billiards pool tournaments.  
He is survived by his beloved 

wife Lena Lujan of the family 
home in Las Vegas, 1ev., his 
son Michael Lujan of Mount 
Joy, Pa., his grandchildren Kevin 
Lum �Veronica�, Alexus Acosta 
�Cassandra� ,  *iorgio Acosta 
�Diamond� all from Las Vegas, 
Nev.., Dr. Miranda Acosta of St. 
George, Utah, Gianna Lujan and 
Gauge Lujan both from Mount 
Joy, Pa., his great-granddaughter 
Melody Alexandra Acosta, his 
siblings Audrey Hicks, Angela 
Duran, Lorenzo Lujan, Ricky 
�Cordy� LuMan, all of Lobatos, 
Colo., as well as numerous nieces, 

nephews and cousins.
Jose was preceded in death by his 

daughter Tamara Lujan, his father 
Juan Lujan, his mother Eurcinia 
Lujan, his sister Candie Duran and 
his nephew JoJo Duran.

A Recitation of the Rosary will be 
held on )riday, -uly 30, �0�1, at 7 
p.m. at the Lobatos Catholic Church 
in Lobatos, Colo. A )uneral Service 
will be held on Saturday, July 31, 
�0�1, at 3 p.m. also at the Lobatos 
Church. ,nterment will follow the 
service at the La )lorida Cemetery. 

Arrangements are in care of Rogers 
)amily Mortuary of Alamosa. To 
leave online condolences please 
visit www.5ogers)unerals.com.

Clayton Wirt “.elly” Mackey 
,,,, 73, went to his eternal home on 
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

Summer seasons of late have found 
Miss Trixie and Ol’ Dutch involved 
in more things than , can count. This 
past month we have been busier than 
a mosquito at a nudist convention, 
with no end in sight.

Miss Trixie and my ever-handsome-
and-talented-if-not-humble self 
have been leading the praise and 
worship on Saturday evenings and 
Sunday mornings at The Chapel of 
the South )ork. And that means at 
least once a week Ol’ Dutch has to 
put on some clothes other than the 
daily camouflage attire that lets me 
hide from working too hard.

Of course, for men, dressing 
up means opening the closet and 
grabbing any pair of pants and a 
semi-clean shirt, and we are ready 
to go. And since most churches are 
casual attire that makes it easy for 
any man to comply.

Matching said items only becomes 
important after you are harmoniously 
attached to a female partner, and they 
prevent their man from mixing plaid 
patterns with stripes or polka dots.

But with the female of the species 
getting ready for church involves 
way more than simply putting on 
what’s readily available. Church 
outings, at least at our abode, involve 
Miss Trixie pulling out a couple 
hundred clothes and trying them all 
on, sometimes in layers that make 
Aunt (dna’s nine-layer cake look 
like beginners’ work.

Why Must last Sunday Ol’ Dutch 
was subjected to what every man 
fears. The dreaded parade through 
the living room of a fully dressed 
Miss Trixie and the feared “how 
does this look” Tuestions. 1ow Ol’ 
Dutch has been around that block for 
many a year in my past life, but it 
still took all my years of practice to 
be able to give the “right” answers.

This routine is nothing new as 
it’s been practiced by women down 
through the ages to get compliments 
from their man who is absorbed in the 
latest issue of Outdoor Life Magazine.  
,t’s more commonly known as the 
time where the man of the house sits 
dressed and ready to go and the lady 
of the castle tries on outfit after outfit 
parading through the living room 
asking, “how does this look"”

,t’s not as bad as the “does this 
outfit make me look fat"” Tuestion 
that men are asked as that is only a 
set up for a fight and then having to 
take them out to dinner to make up 
for your answer. Which is kind of silly 
considering eating out may increase 
the odds of that question being self-
fulfilling. Well, filling, at least.

%ut there sat Ol’ Dutch on Sunday 
morning having to give his cultured 
fashion opinion about how Miss 

Meteor Showers 
and Planets

%rilliant Venus dominates the 
western sky this month. At 45 minutes 
after sunset, it will be 8 degrees high, 
so if there are high mountains in your 
sky, you may not be able to see it. But 
it’s very bright. So, look for it in the 
west to see if you can find it.

,n the southeast -upiter and Saturn 
rise after sunset now. Saturn rises in 
the SE as the Sun sets. Jupiter rises an 
hour after Saturn and will be a little 
to the left of Saturn.

This is the time to observe the 
Perseid Meteor Showers. ,t peaks on 
Aug. 12, but they are highly visible 
from the 11th to the 13th. Since the 

The Sunday 
morning parade

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Trixie’s outfit looked. <ou have to 
know that , did my best and was at 
least halfway honest and, in the end, 
, suddenly reali]ed all she wanted 
was conversation. Because when all 
was said and done, she chose what 
she liked anyway.

, believe the safest thing to say is 
“, am really unsure. , think you need 
to try on some more for comparison.” 
This gives the lady the impetus she 
needs to go whole hog and try on 
everything she owns and that makes 
her happiest.

At that point, a man is as safe as 
can be as he can always say “, like 
that better than the last one”. And 
at least you didn’t remark about her 
exposed varicose veins, childbearing 
bump, her caboose being enhanced 
or her turkey neck poking out of the 
top of the dress.

Speaking of more events to come, 
we are fast approaching this year’s 
)ashion Show at the Chapel of the 
South )ork on August 1�th. This 
is an annual event to showcase the 
fashionable clothes that are offered 
at the Chapel Thrift Store in South 
)ork. As anyone will tell you, it is 
the event of the season.

This is a ladies-only excursion 
which means they get to leave Old 
Grumpy at home and dress up for 
a scrumptious lunch and a runway 
presentation put on by the pretty 
ladies of the area.

Along with food and fashion, you 
also get first class entertainment. 
Ticket reservations are required. 
Contact The Chapel of the South 
)ork at 719-�73-5753 for more 
information. Doors open Thursday, 
Aug 1� at 11�30 a.m.  <ou may 
even grab a glimpse of Miss Trixie 
in some fetching outfit and Cooper, 
the wonder <orkie.   

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

YOUR NIGHT SKY
BY DARLENE DANKO

new moon is on Aug. 8, this is a 
perfect year to view them. Next 
year, the full moon will occur when 
they peak.

They rise in the NE, but as the night 
gets later, they rise higher making 
them a night view. So, the best time 
to view them is from midnight to 
dawn. ,n fact, as they get higher, they 
will shoot all over the sky. <ou may 
see 100 meteors per hour. 1ow that 
is fabulous� They are Must below the 
constellation Cassiopeia the Queen 
which is a big W.

Every August earth intersects the 
comet’s path and plows through it. 
So, they slam into our atmosphere 
at 37 miles per second as they glow 
white hot. Both the glowing hot 
particle and the trail of ionized air are 

responsible for the meteor shower. 
They become visible at 10 p.m., but 
the best time to view them is after 
midnight.

So, get up during the night and go 
outside to observe them. , plan to stay 
out for an hour. The Delta Aquariids 
last from July 12 to Aug. 23, so you 
might also see a few of them, too. 
Hopefully, our sky will be clear to 
see them. We need the rain, but we 
need that night to be free of it  
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Crowds s t reamed through 
downtown which hosted artist 
vendors from all over the country. 
The art offered at the vendor event 
was of a wide variety, including 
jewelry, clothing, sculpture, painting, 
and even a booth offering reflexology 
foot massages.

The face painting booth was 
popular with the kids, with many 
families coming out to enjoy the 
sunny day.

According to the Saguache 
Chamber of Commerce, “The town 
of Saguache adopted the Hollyhock as 
the town flower in �01�. Since �013, 

there have been self-guided tours of 
town gardens and yards.”

The Hollyhock )estival is always 
held on the last weekend in July and 
celebrates all things Hollyhock.

The hollyhock plant originated 
in Asia but quickly spread through 
cultivation to Europe and America 
due to the plant being prized for its 
drought tolerance and adaptability. 
Hollyhocks that grow in the San Luis 
Valley are likely descended from the 
first plants brought to the area in the 
1�00’s. The annual Hollyhock seed 
cards are available for purchase at the 
Chamber of Commerce.

Winners of the art competition at the Hollyhock Festival in Saguache 
on July 31 received cash prizes.

FEST
Continued from Page 1A

Photos by Mechel Meek

The annual Hollyhock Festival in Saguache on July 31 featured an art 
walk and vendors from around the country.

apply each adobe layer, which is 
siphoned from a mixing tank to the 
robot arm, and moves in a rhythmic, 
almost hypnotic fashion.

This combination of traditional, 
mixed with cutting-edge techniques 
is 5ael’s newest artistic architectural 
design. Rael is based in Antonito and 
is well known for his unique art, in 
particular the art installation of a 
teeter-totter on either side of the US-
Mexico Border Wall. He lives on his 
family’s ranch, where they have been 
ranching for five generations.

According to Program Director 
Adam *ildar of )rontier Drive-,n, 
“Among many accomplishments 
he’s �5ael� pioneered the use of 3D 
printing with adobe to create human-
scale buildings using ancient and 
modern technologies.”

The talk and demonstration by 
Rael was attended by many Center 
community members and town 
government officials. (veryone was 
excited by the demonstration of the 
robot and the tour of the facilities.

After the demonstration of the 
3D printing, the group moved to 
the old snack bar which is currently 
under construction. A short talk was 
given by Gildar, who explained the 
materials used in construction and the 
future development plans.

He explained how each material 
chosen for building was thought out 
to maximize longevity because of the 
harsh nature of the San Luis Valley 
climate.

Afterward, everyone was able to 
see inside the Quonset buildings and 
the yurt structures. The Steel Master 
Quonset buildings and yurts will be 
utilized as sleeping accommodations. 
The Quonset buildings are designed 
similar to hotel rooms with a 
bathroom and one main room, and 
each building contains two separate 
accommodations. They combine a 
metal structure with warm woods 
inside and outside.

The yurts have a shared bathroom for 

Artist Ron Rael designed the 
adobe structures and 3D printing 
software, along with his team at 
Emerging Objects, that is being 
used at the Frontier Drive-In 
property in Center.

FRONTIER
Continued from Page 1A

Photos by Mechel Meek

All the other structures at the Frontier Drive-In property in Center are 
new construction, which includes Quonset-style buildings, yurts and the 
addition of 3D printed adobe structures.

two separate “pods” which have five 
yurts in each pod placed in a circle around 
a large fire pit. The interiors contain wood 
floors, a pellet stove and heated floors. 
The yurt structures have been designed 
to withstand the harsh winters with two 
separate layers of canvas.

According to Gildar, “When 
first opened, the )rontier provided 
a connection between the remote 
San Luis Valley and global cultural 
production. Shuttered for over 35 
years, the re-animated outdoor cinema 
will continue its film heritage, adding 
innovative guest accommodations 
and programs in architecture, 
regenerative food, contemporary art 

and performance.”
The plans for the site do not stop 

at the current level. This is the first 
phase of building, and more structures 
will be added in future phases with 
the final build-out to house over 
�00 guests lodged in a variety of 
accommodations including 5V and 
camping sites in addition to the 
buildings and yurts. There are plans 
in a future phase to also add a stage 
to the current drive-in movie screen 
to hold concerts and plays.
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HWA hosting Star Party for annual Perseid Meteor Shower

Courtesy photo

Zodiacal light in spring 2021, photo by Terry Taddeucci

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

CREEDE — Each year, the Perseid 
Meteor Shower lights up the night sky 
in the Northern Hemisphere, typically 
from July 17 to Aug. 24. While the 
entire length of the Perseids is worthy 
of attention, the shower peaks this 
year Aug. 11-13, where it’s possible 
— on a clear night — to see up to �0 
meteors per hour.

,n honor of this year’s Perseids, 
Headwaters Alliance �HWA� is 
hosting a Star Party on Aug. 12 just 
outside of Creede on Pool Table 
Road. Along with the meteors 
themselves, the event is highlighted 
by two local astronomy experts, Dr. 
Dave Robinson and Terry Taddeucci, 
who will share their knowledge and 
passion for the stars.

Dr. Robinson is a retired Professor 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
and a retired distinguished research 
scientist. Currently, he is a blacksmith 
in Creede and also part of the Global 
Meteor Network that works with 
local, curious citizen scientists in 
23 countries across the globe. Using 

�50 low-cost cameras and open 
source technology, the network tracks 
meteors and meteorites, analyzes their 
composition, trajectories and more. 
Robinson is excited to share his work 
at the Global Meteor Network during 
the Perseid watch party.

“Tracking meteors helps scientists 
understand the risks to space travel 
from meteor impacts,” says Dr. 
Robinson. “Collecting specimens 
from meteorite falls allows for better 
understanding the composition of 
interstellar materials, their origins 
within the universe and hence our 
place in the grand scheme.”

Creede is an ideal location for 
meteor showers because of the 
extremely dark sky, an attribute that 
Headwaters Alliance is working to 
preserve and one that Taddeucci 
greatly appreciates.

“, am originally from the 8pper 
Peninsula of Michigan and still have 
vivid memories of looking up at the 
blazing stars from the shores of Lake 
Superior and feeling like , could float 
away into space,” says Taddeucci. 

“Of all the places ,’ve lived since 
then, the dark skies of Creede come 
closest to replicating that childhood 
experience.”

Taddeucci is a retired nuclear 
and particle physics researcher who 
worked in Los Alamos. A longtime 
astronomy buff, he owns several 
telescopes, the largest of which is a 
1�-inch reflector. He’ll be bringing 
a telescope for the watch party that 
has the ability to connect to a video 
display to allow easier viewing of 
the distant sky. But even without a 
telescope, Taddeucci is enamored by 
the night sky. 

“<ou don’t need a large or expensive 
telescope to enjoy looking at the 
stars,” adds Taddeucci, “Must dark 
skies and a sense of curiosity.”

HWA is delighted to invite folks to 
the Star Party to view stars, meteors, 
a potluck and even staying the night. 
As Taddeucci says, bring your sense 
of curiosity. 

The event includes a potluck. ,t 
starts at 7�30 p.m. Dr. 5obinson will 
speak at 8 p.m. and Taddeucci will 

follow with his telescope and video 
display. The location is 4 miles up 
Pool Table 5oad from Highway 1�9 
south of Creede.

This event is part of a bigger initiative 
by HWA to designate much of Mineral 
County an ,nternational Dark Sky 
Reserve which protects this incredible 
resource. ,nformation will be available 
at the event on their application process 
and ways to get involved.

“, applaud Headwaters Alliance,” 
says Taddeucci, “for sponsoring 
events to help convince our friends 
and neighbors in Mineral County that 
our dark skies are a resource worth 
preserving and enMoying.”

Head to headwatersalliance.com, 
for more information or contact 
Alex Handloff at coordinator@
headwatersalliance.org. This is a 
weather dependent event.

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL 
DEL NORTE — Over the past year 

and a half, there have been several 
conversations about the Del Norte 
Community Athletic )ields located 
near the new high school and what, 
if anything, should be done with the 
property.

,n original discussions, the 8pper 
Rio Grande School District was 
planning to take on ownership of the 
�0-acre property and planning to use 
funding that was available through 
the district for a community park and 

walking trail.  
After discussion between the 

school district, Rio Grande County, 
Town of Del Norte and D Mountain 
Parks and Recreation District, the 
school district pulled out of the 
negotiations after a deadline related 
to the funding came and went.

Since then, little has been discussed 
as to what the county wanted to 
see done with the location until a 
meeting on Wednesday, -uly �9, when 
the Rio Grande Board of County 
Commissioners was approached by 

a representative of the D Mountain 
Parks and Rec. District board. 

During this meeting, D Mountain 
Parks and Rec. District representative 
Jessica Lovelace spoke to the board 
about funding a feasibility study to 
gauge if a recreation center would be 
beneficial to the community of Del 
Norte. During past conversations, 
the recreation center idea was floated. 

D Mountain Parks and Rec. District 
wants to begin a feasibility study 
to see if the Del Norte community 
would support and benefit from a 

recreation center to be built on the 
property which consists of about �0 
acres of land.

The Del Norte Athletic Community 
)ields currently has a walking trail 
and baseball diamond which have 
been used by the school for several 
years. Both the walking trail and 
surrounding property have fallen 
into disrepair and the community 
has voiced their support in seeing 
something done with the land.  

The parks and recreation district 
was recently awarded a portion of 

the costs needed to complete the 
feasibility study from the Department 
of Local Affairs for �1�,750 and 
is seeking matching funds to hire 
Ballard King Associates to complete 
the study. Representatives during the 
meeting with the county said they will 
also be seeking funds for the study 
from the Town of Del Norte. 

Rio Grande County commissioners 
committed Conservation Trust )und 
money to D Mountain Parks and Rec. 
District contingent upon the Town of 
Del Norte doing the same.

DMPRD seeks funding for feasibility study for recreation center



Page 6A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, August 5, 2021

Most people would say they have 
goals and want to make progress in 
life. It’s a natural desire, and there’s 
nothing wrong with wanting promotion 
in various areas. But we need to realize 
that anytime we ask God to promote us, 
or use us in greater ways, we’re going to 
have to go through a time of testing and 
preparation to get there.

It’s important to understand that 
God will never tempt us with anything 
evil. But He will allow—and even 
sometimes arrange—for things to 
happen in our lives that will challenge 
us and help us develop the character 
we need to successfully handle greater 
privileges and responsibilities.

James 1:2-3 (AMPC) says, “Consider 
it wholly joyful, my brethren, whenever 
you are enveloped in or encounter 
trials of any sort or fall into various 
temptations. Be assured and understand 
that the trial and proving of your faith 
bring out endurance and steadfastness 
and patience.” When we go through 
trials with a good attitude, trusting God 
to use them for our good, then they 
will work things out of us—immature 
behaviors and ungodly mindsets—and 
cause us to grow in our faith.

There are different kinds of tests that 
get us to the point where we learn how 
to do things God’s way. One of the most 
common is the forgiveness test.

Forgiving people who hurt you, 
disappoint you, do something you don’t 
like, or even betray you is not easy. It’s 
one of the most challenging things we 
have to learn to do as Christians because 
it can seem so unfair to just let someone 
get away with the injustice they’ve 
done. 

I understand this very well because 
I felt that way when the Lord spoke 
to my heart about forgiving my father 
for the years of abuse that he had put 
me through. But I came to realize that 
holding on to my anger was really just 
continuing to hurt me. I needed to be 

more concerned about myself and 
my relationship with God, rather than 
trying to make him sorry for what he 
had done. 

The truth is when you choose to 
forgive people, you’re doing yourself 
a favor. In Matthew 5:8, Jesus says, 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
will see God” (NIV). And Proverbs 
4:23 says, “Above all else, guard your 
heart, for everything you do flows from 
it.”

It’s so important for us to keep our 
heart right with God. When we do, 
we can hear Him more clearly, be a 
lot more sensitive to His presence and 
enjoy close fellowship with Him. And 
there is nothing we need more than the 
presence of God in our lives! 

God is the source of every good thing, 
and Psalm 16:11 (NKJV) says, “In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; at Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.”

If we are not pure in heart, we’re 
sacrificing an intimate relationship with 
God because we’d rather harbor anger, 
bitterness and resentment toward others 
in our heart. 

Everyone experiences offenses at 
times, and when we do, we have to 
be determined to do something about 
it with God’s help. The Bible says in 
Proverbs 4:23 that YOU need to guard 
your heart. So when you recognize that 
you’re offended by something, you 
need to quickly take action, doing what 
God tells you to do, by His grace, to 
overcome it.

Mark 11:25 says, “Whenever you 
stand praying, if you have anything 
against anyone, forgive him and let it 
drop (leave it, let it go), in order that 
your Father Who is in heaven may 
also forgive you your [own] failings 
and shortcomings and let them drop” 
(AMPC). This verse is saying that if we 
choose to hold on to unforgiveness, then 
God can’t forgive us of our sins, and our 
intimacy with Him will suffer.

The best thing we can do when we 
need to forgive someone is pray for 
them, make the decision to forgive and 
“let it drop (leave it, let it go).” That 
means you stop talking about what 
they did, stop thinking about it and 
rehearsing it over and over and over in 
your mind.

The quicker you decide to let offenses 
go, the easier it will be; however, if there 
is a hurt that has been in your heart for 
a long time, it may take some time for 
you to get totally free of it. But you can 
do it—by God’s grace—if you won’t 
give up!

Jesus gave His life so we can have 
relationship with God, not religion. I 
want to encourage you to choose a pure 
heart, free of unforgiveness, so you can 
have a personal, intimate relationship 
with *od that will fill you with His Moy 
and prepare you to fulfill His good plan 
for your life!

For more on this topic, order 
Joyce’s three-teaching CD series 
Don’t Panic, This Is Just a Test. You 
can also contact us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
130 books, including BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and HOW TO 
AGE WITHOUT GETTING OLD 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

How Forgiveness 
Leads to Promotion

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Saguache County Sales Tax 
Grants now available!

The Saguache County Board of 
Commissioners will be taking Grant 
Applications for Saguache County Sales 
Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, August 
13, 2021.

To be eligible grant applications must be 
for either:  Emergency Services/Public 
Health and Safety; Youth and Senior 
programs, projects, or organizations; or 
Renewable Energy projects/Business 
Opportunities and Job Creation.

Grant applications are available on our 
website at saguachecounty.colorado.gov 
- use “sales tax grant applicationform5” 
or you can contact the Saguache County 
Administration office at 719-�55-��31 to 
request a copy of the grant application. 

No. 1600 published in the Center Post 
Dispatch, �ursday, July 8, 15, 22 and 29 
and August 5, 12 and 19, 2021.

Center Consolidated School District 26TJ
Call for Nominations

The Board of Education of Center Consolidated School District 26JT in the County of Sa-
guache, State of Colorado, calls for nomination of candidates for school directors to be placed 
on the ballot for the regular biennial school election to be held on Tuesday, November 2, 2021.

At this election 2 directors will be elected representing the following director districts for a 
term of office of four years� Director of District A and Director of District %.   
To be Tualified, a candidate must have been a registered elector of the school district for at 
least 12 consecutive months before the election and a resident of the director district which 
will be represented. A person is ineligible to run for school director if he or she has been con-
victed of committing a sexual offense against a child.

A person who desires to be a candidate for school director shall file a written notice of inten-
tion to be a candidate and a nomination petition signed by at least 25 eligible electors who are 
registered to vote in the regular biennial school election.
1omination petitions may be obtained at the Center Schools Administration Office, located 
at 550 S. Sylvester Ave. Center, CO �11�5. Office hours are ��00AM ² ��00PM, Monday 
through Thursday. 
Completed petitions shall be submitted to Alondra Maldonado no later than 9�00AM on Au-
gust 27, 2021.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Board of Education of Center Consolidated School District 
26JT., County of Saguache, State of Colorado has caused this call for nominations to be given 
this 5th day of August, 2021.

No. 1603 published in the Center Post Dispatch, �ursday, August 5 and 12, 2021.

STAFF REPORT

The lightning-caused -asper )ire 
was reported just before noon on 
Saturday, July 31, according to Rio 
*rande 1ational )orest officials. 

Located above the community of 
Jasper on the Rio Grande National 
)orest’s ConeMos Peak 5anger 
District, the fire has been slowly 
burning a single tree on a steep and 
rocky slope with repeated monsoonal 
storms passing over the fire over the 
last three days.

Occasional smoke has been seen 
from -asper and along )orest 5oad 
�50. )irefighters monitoring the fire 
reported no visible smoke Monday 
morning, Aug. 2.

The -asper )ire is considered 
a full-suppression fire, meaning 
fire managers intend for the fire 
to be fully extinguished, 5*1) 
officials stated. The tactics for this 
fire currently involve allowing the 
forecast continued thunderstorms 
to rain on the fire. ,f conditions dry 
out and the fire remains burning, fire 
mangers will reassess the situation 

and dispatch either aerial or ground 
resources to the fire to take necessary 
suppression actions.

As always, public and firefighter 
safety is the primary concern for this 
incident, 5*1) officials stated. Any 
changes to the -asper )ire situation 
will be posted on the Rio Grande 
1ational )orest )acebook page, www.
facebook.com�8S)S5*1).

Photo courtesy of 5*1)
A minimal amount of smoke from the Jasper Fire on the Rio Grande 
National Forest’s Conejos Peak Ranger District can be seen in the center 
of the red circle on Sunday, Aug. 1.

RG1F officials 
monitoring Jasper Fire

STAFF REPORT

Colorado Department of Public 
Health and (nvironment �CDPH(� 
extended public health order �0-3� 
to expire on Sept. 1.

“The prevalence of the Delta 
variant, coupled with the fact that 
many eligible Coloradans are not 
fully vaccinated, is threatening our 
progress here in Colorado. That’s 
why we are taking additional steps to 
protect the most vulnerable, including 
extending mask requirements in 
congregate settings. We support and 
fully expect local communities to 
take additional steps to protect their 

communities given the variability of 
disease transmission and vaccination 
across the state,” said Scott %ookman, 
COV,D-19 ,ncident Commander.

The state has also amended PHO 
�0-33 �laboratory data reporting� and 
PHO �0-�1 �vaccine access and data 
reporting for COV,D-19� to better 
track variants and double down on 
removing any barriers to accessing 
the vaccine. 

All three of these amended orders 
became effective Sunday, Aug. 1, 
and will expire at 1��01 a.m. on 
Sept. 1, unless extended, rescinded, 
superseded, or amended in writing. 

The state has also updated school 
guidance and intends to update long-
term care facility guidance to align 
with recently updated CDC guidance 
and science regarding the Delta variant. 

CDPHE and local public health 
agencies both have the authority 
to issue public health orders and 
enact mandates for disease control 
measures. Throughout the pandemic, 
the state has supported and empowered 
local communities and public health 
agencies to have stricter protocols 
in place to reflect local disease 
transmission, vaccination rates, and 
other local factors.

State extends three COVID-19 
public health orders to Sept. 1

MV National Night Out postponed
MONTE VISTA — Due to 

numerous weather reports and 
consultation with event planners, 
the Monte Vista Police Department 
decided to postpone its National 
Night Out event that was scheduled 
for Tuesday, Aug. 3.

The National Weather Service and 
other weather reports were reporting 
a 90 percent chance of heavy rain 
and thunderstorms, including the 
potential for flash flooding, starting 
late afternoon into the evening on 
Tuesday, according to MVPD Chief 

George Dingfelder.
“Since this is an outdoor event and 

community participation is paramount 
in making it successful, we feel 
postponing to a later date makes the 
most sense to make this successful, 
fun and a safe event,” Dingfelder said.



Thursday, August 5, 2021 Center Post-Dispatch Page 7A

Del Norte Covered Wagon Days
August 7 - 8, 2021 

Exploring our Horizons

Contact me today for a 
complete insurance review.

HOME • RANCH • AUTO • BUSINESS • LIFE • ANNUITIES

Property-casuality insurance 
products offered through 360 

Insurance Company

Shari Oliver, Agent

Insurance 
Company

WE INSURE MORE
THAN YOUR STUFF

WE INSURE
A LIFESTYLE

852-8840
729 First Ave.
Monte Vista, 
CO 81144

410 Grand Ave. • Del Norte
719.657.2905

Breakfast-Lunch
Dinner

Best Burgers in 
Town and Famous 
Homemade Pies!

Rio Grande County 
Museum and

Cultural Center

580 Oak Street
Del Norte, Colorado

(719) 657-2847  

Visit us on Facebook  

E-mail at rgmusuem@riograndecounty.org

Hours:  
Tuesday - Friday 10-4

Saturday 10-3

Kathy’s
Fabric Trunk
Your Go To Sew Place

Beads • Yarn • Art Supplies
1 Day Classes • DMC Floss

Fabric • Patterns
Baby Lock Sewing Machines

Custom Framing

New Fabrics

kathysfabrictrunk@gmail.com
610 Grand Ave.

Del Norte
719-657-9314

Del N�te Public Libr�y
Aug. 7 � 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Hardbacks $1
Paperbacks 50¢

Antique Books
Huge Selection in all genres - 

children’s, fiction, mystery and more!
M�et�y D�ati�s Appreciated

Annual Book Sale

Del Norte
705 Grand Ave. 
719-657-3376

Creede
106 S. Main St.
719-658-0126

TrueLocalBank.com

f

Please

Join Us 
100 Year Anniversary Party 

right a�er the Parade!

�ursday, Aug. 5 
Quilt Shows
• Rio Grande County Museum, 580 Oak St., Aug. 3-14, admission fee
• Kathy’s Fabric Trunk, Columbia Street and Grande Avenue, all weekend
• 6 p.m. — Music in the Park at North Park

Friday, Aug. 6
Local businesses open normal business hours

Saturday, Aug. 7
• 7 a.m. — Del Norte Library Book Sale until Noon at 790 Grande Ave.
• 7 a.m. — Val Alto Pancake Breakfast at HVCC, 595 Grande Ave.
• 7:30 a.m. — It’s the Bee’s Knees 5K Trail walk-run, start (and end) at 

HVCC, 595 Grande Ave.
• 8:30 a.m. — Parade participants number pickup, lineup and walk-in 

registration at Cedar and 6th Streets
• 9 a.m. — Merchant Open House at local Del Norte businesses all day
• 10 a.m. — Parade “Exploring our Horizons” Opening Ceremonies at 

Columbia Street and Grande Avenue
• 11 a.m. — Del Norte Fire Department BBQ Lunch at the DN Firehouse, 

880 Grande Ave.
• 11 a.m. — Car Show and Music in Town Park, 32 Spruce St.
• 11 a.m. — Mountain Man Encampment in Town Park, 32 Spruce St.
• 11 a.m. — Kid Games in Town Park, 32 Spruce St.
• 11 a.m. — Ice Cream Social, Rio Grande County Museum, 580 Oak St.
• 11 a.m. — Del Norte Bank, 100th anniversary celebration, 705 Grand 

Ave.
• 12 p.m. — SLV Veterans Auction in Town Park, 32 Spruce St. (items will 

be shown in parade)
• 1 p.m. — Historical Hay Wagon Tours/Haywagon rides, depart from 

Town Park, 32 Spruce St.
• Evening — Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Annual Dinner, Del Norte 

Field House, advance reservations required, contact Brandy at 719-480-
8884 or riograndermef@gmail.com, for tickets and additional details — 
https://events.rmef.org/shop/riogrande1?utm_source=ems&utm_medi-
um=email&utm_campaign=8815

Sunday, Aug. 8
• 8 a.m. — Fly-in and Breakfast at Kent Rominger Regional Airport, 883 

County Road 22
• 8 a.m. — Car Show at Kent Rominger Regional Airport, 883 County 

Road 22
• 10 a.m. — Church Service in the Park, 32 Spruce St.

810 Grand Ave. • Del Norte

719.657.2880
Authorized Cooper Tire Dealer

Ken’s Service Center
Happy Covered Wagon Days!

Light Truck & Car Repair & Tires
Oil Changes • Brakes • Tune-Ups • Diagnostics

Reasonable Rate • Expert Repair
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out of vehicles.
After that portion, the .-9’s then 

ran the obstacle course and flushed out 
a “resisting” volunteer in a bite suit 
out of a “blind”, which is an enclosed 
box that the volunteer hides in.

Then the dogs were carried by the 
handler to a target range where the 
handler fired simunitions, which is 
non-lethal training ammunition, at 
a target.

Next was a wall jump, followed by 
a crawl through a boxed-in obstacle.

The final test was chasing down a 
running “suspect” in a bite suit and 
pulling them to the ground for the 
handler to arrest.

The timed obstacle course was 
won by .-9 .it and her handler 
Aaron )resTue] of the Center Police 
Department.

)resTue] was also responsible for 
organizing and creating this event.

“We are planning on training more 
.-9’s and sell them to other agencies 
to support our .-9 unit,” )resTue] 
said.

)resTue] will be attending a train 
the trainer .-9 program to become 
certified as a police .-9 trainer.

Accompanying the demonstrations 
were talks with the handlers who 
explained their jobs and talked 
about how their dogs are trained. 
%loodhound .-9 %lit] of the Alamosa 
County Sheriff’s Office put on 
a demonstration of how he finds 
missing people by finding a volunteer 
from the audience who led a winding 
trail, which Blitz then used to track 
the person down and “rescue” them.

Available for purchase were food 
and drinks, Center PD .-9 clothing 
and a chance drawing for prizes. All 
proceeds went to the Center PD .-9 
unit to support their program.

Photos by Mechel Meek

The Center Police Department K-9 competition included an obstacle 
course that tested each .-� officer and their handler.

K-9
Continued from Page 1A

The first-eYer eYent for the Center Police Department serYed as a 
fundraiser for its K-9 program.

District of the Carson National 
)orest.

“, look forward to serving the 
5io *rande 1ational )orest and the 
surrounding communities in this new 
capacity. , have great respect for our 
partners and forest users in the San 
Luis Valley and value our strong 
relationships with the communities 
we serve,” said -ones. “, am excited 
to be shifting the focus of my work 
with the )orest to a broader scale 
and supporting our employees in this 
new role.”

Before her employment with the 
)orest Service, Andrea held short 

term positions with the Cooperative 
)ish and Wildlife 5esearch 8nit 
at New Mexico State University 
�1MS8�, served as a Teaching 
Assistant for NMSU and worked for 
the Cooperative Extension Service 
at NMSU.

Jones lives near Antonito with her 
family where they frequently enjoy 
hunting, fishing and recreating in 
the forest. 

The forest is in the process of 
permanently filling the Deputy )orest 
Supervisor position as well as filling a 
temporary assignment to the Conejos 
Peak District Ranger position.

JONES
Continued from Page 1A
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BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Some might wonder why prehistoric cave 
drawings weren’t more detailed.  Surely 
there were artists capable of rendering intri-
cate representations of the circulatory system 
of aurochs or the dentition of a Saber Tooth 
Tiger drawn to scale.

But what we see on these cave walls are 
stick figure men chasing antelope shaped 
quadrupeds, reminiscent of Dick and Jane 
throwing a bone at Spot.  Rather primitive 
at best.

I think there had to be a Neanderthal 
equivalent of Norman Rockwell, but he was 
born without a pencil sharpener, a pencil, or 
even a Big Chief pad.  He didn’t have the 
right tools for the job.

How many times have you screwed up a 
perfectly good latigo, bridle, spur strap or 
belt for want of a hole punch? Have you ever 
knocked the corners off a hex head nut tryin’ 
to take it off with a pair of pump pliers?

How ‘bout wirin’ a couple of old board 
panels across a broken hole in the pen 

thinkin’, ‘This will only have to hold ‘em 
till the trucker comes at noon.’

Have you ever fallen prey to the temptation 
to rope a turn back steer when yer ridin’ a 
3-year old trainee? Do you recall using baler 
twine to repair some temporary break-down, 
hopin’ it will hold until the welder comes?

In Iowa you can buy a handy little tool 
made from bent PCV pipe affectionately 
called a chicken catcher.  It’s like a sheep 
crook and is commonly used to grab baby 
calves.

Doug had cornered one of his calves in 
the barn lot to treat him for pinkeye last 
June.  While a group of his itinerant coffee 
shop companions watched, Doug attempted 
several lasso’s at the streaking 250-pounder. 
Finally the peanut gallery climbed the fence 
to help.  They stepped carefully around the 
rain puddles and shooshed and waved as the 
calf ducked and dived between them.

Randy spotted the chicken catcher layin’ 
with the baby balling gun and empty box 
of scour pills.  “Maybe I can snag him with 
this”, he laughed, pickin’ up the chicken 
catcher.  “I’ll catch the calf, then you guys 
come and help.” It was an even match.  Ran-
dy weighed about the same as the calf.  He 
shot the hooked implement out and snagged 
the adrenaline charged calf above the fetlock 

of the hind leg.
He was jerked off his feet, but hung on as 

the calf jerked, rattled, kicked and ran, slin-
gin’ mud and cow droplets across Randy’s 
broad front.  Randy went down, but hung 
on as the calf drug him around the pen.  His 
teeth were clacking like a bad valve job when 
the crew, weak from laughter dropped a rope 
over the calf.

5andy looked like the floor of a stock 
trailer.  “You reckon,” he asked, “they make 
one in a bigger size?”                                           

Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-

ian and irregular commentator on National 

Public Radio, is America’s best-selling cowboy 

poet. He is a frequent performer at national 

stock shows and rodeos as well as in many 

smaller local events. He is author of several 

books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and 

Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com

BY MECHEL MEEK

CENTER — Center was named 
an “affiliate” of the Colorado Main 
Street program last week. The an-
nouncement was made Thursday, 
July 22, on the Facebook page for 
Colorado Main Street.

According to Center Town Man-
ager Brian Lujan, “This is the first 
step to becoming an official Colo-
rado Main Street town.”

He explained that the application 
for Colorado Main Street affilia-
tion was completed by town VIS-
TA volunteer Keith Brockhurst.

The Colorado Main Street pro-
gram is designed to help small 

communities revitalize their down-
town area with support, grant op-
portunities and strategies.

According to the Colorado Main 
Street website, “The Colorado 
Main Street program offers sup-
port for community-led downtown 
revitalization. We help communi-
ties thrive by providing a custom-
izable framework to focus efforts, 
energy, and resources to create a 
more vibrant community. Proven 
revitalization strategies and need-
ed organization help communities 
identify and leverage opportunities 
and resources. By focusing on 
current community strengths and 

assets, the Colorado Main Street 
Program is a catalyst to move you 
forward, one step at a time.”

This is just one more step in the 
future of Center. Partnerships are 
being created with many commu-
nity support groups, state agencies, 
non-profits and community mem-
bers which will be the foundation 
for the comprehensive improve-
ment plans.

These plans include revital-
izing the downtown area, and the 
development of the 90 acres north 
of town but do not stop there. The 
plan is comprehensive to all the 
city. 

Photo by Mechel Meek 

Center becomes an ‘affiliate’ of the Colorado Main Street program. 
This opens door to resources for downtown revitalization.

Center is ‘affiliate’ of Main Street program

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

CREEDE — Last week was a busy 
time in Creede where both kids and 
adults explored their natural environ-
ment and learned a thing or two along 
the way. What greater classroom 
than the great outdoors. While there 
were two separate events — Willow 
Creek Science Camp for youth and 
Crew Leader for Ecological Restora-
tion training — the participants were 
unified in their pursuit for scientific 
knowledge and fun. 

This was the sixth year that Head-
waters Alliance (HWA) has hosted 
Willow Creek Science Camp, and most 
recently in partnership with Creede 
Parks and Recreation. The week-long 
camp, held at the Miner’s Creek Boy 
Scout Cabin, was led by Tanya Petach, 

a doctorate candidate at the University 
of Colorado Boulder, and Jessie Egan, 
who is completing a master’s in civil 
engineering. The camp focused on in-
troducing kids to science in the field.

“Curiosity is the heart of scientific 
inquiry, and the upper Rio Grande wa-
tershed is a magical place to foster that 
curiosity in a wild, fun, and question-
oriented way,” says Petach. “, also find 
it notable that kids have no shortage of 
curiosity and are naturals at scientific 
inquiry.” 

“, firmly believe there is a place 
in science for everyone,” adds Egan, 
“but science needs to be accessible. 
Science didn’t always come naturally 
to me. Starting young is so important 
because kids already have a limitless 
imagination and this innate ability to 

explore, discover, and push boundaries. 
My role is to equip young scientists 
with some of these skills and to help 
them navigate the scientific process in 
hopes of fueling that insatiable curios-
ity while most importantly having fun 
along the way!”

Both were eager to have the kids ex-
perience doing field work as a scientist 
and had the help of local AmeriCorps 
members, Josephine Swift and Elliott 
Marshall, as well as HWA intern Taylor 
Johnson. Just to name a few activities, 
the kids took the pH of water, built 
beaver-inspired dams, constructed 
water filters from natural materials and 
identified plants, bugs, and rocks, not 
to mention the 10 different varieties of 
the game “tag.”

HWA continues to promote learning, fun outdoors

Courtesy photos

Playing in Miners Creek during Kids Science Camp.Please see HWA on Page 6
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RIO GRAND BASIN — This 
report is based on the best informa-
tion available as of July. Water levels 
and streams flows, conditions that are 
not usually under CPW control, can 
change significantly and can have 
some effects on access, stocking and 
your fishing.

Surface acreages listed are for full 
lake volume unless otherwise noted. 
For the most up-to-date information, 
readers are encouraged to visit the 
CPW website at www.cpw.state.
co.us and go to Things to do / Fishing 
/ Statewide Conditions or Stocking 
Report.

You can also call the CPW Biologist 
or your local CPW Area Office for 
more detailed information. A valid 
Colorado fishing license is reTuired 
to fish in Colorado.

Beaver Creek Reservoir (114 ac)
This popular fishing destination is 

located 8 miles southwest of South 
Fork. Dam repairs were completed 
in 2016 and the reservoir has been 
refilled. 5ainbow trout, brown trout, 
and kokanee salmon have been 
stocked in the reservoir for multiple 
years. In 2021, Rio Grande cutthroat 
trout, rainbow trout and brown trout 
have been stocked in the reservoir. 
The water levels in the lake will allow 
for boating access through most of 
the summer. Historically, traditional 
trout fishing techniTues such as bait 
fishing with worms or power bait and 
spin fishing with .astmasters, Panther 
Martins, or Rapalas have worked well.

Big Meadows Reservoir (114 ac)
This popular fishing destination is 

located at the headwaters of the South 
Fork Rio Grande, 13 miles west of 
South Fork. Mountain scenery is out-
standing at this high-country reservoir. 
Water level should be relatively nor-
mal throughout the summer. Stocking 
level will be similar to past years with 
45,000 catchable (10 inch) rainbow 
trout scheduled to be stocked from 
May through September.

Although the majority of fish 
caught will likely be recently stocked 
rainbow trout, a 2015 survey of the 
reservoir showed that a good number 
of rainbow trout survive the winter in 
the reservoir which provides anglers 
an opportunity to catch these larger, 
over-wintered fish. When available 
from our hatcheries, Big Meadows is 
typically stocked with a small number 
of “broodfish” rainbow trout �1�-�0 
inch) to give anglers an opportunity 
to catch large fish.

Fishing is expected to be good to 
excellent throughout the summer for 
rainbow trout (10-14 inch) and brook 
trout (10-12 inch). Traditional trout 
fishing techniTues usually work well, 
including power bait, worms, and 
lures (Kastmasters, Panther Martins 
and 5apalas�. )ly fishing in the eve-
ning should produce good results for 
brook trout as well as rainbow trout.

Mountain Home Reservoir (631 ac)
Mountain Home Reservoir is a 

popular fishing destination located � 
miles southeast of Fort Garland. This 
reservoir provides outstanding views 
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.

Fluctuations in water level are 
expected throughout the summer due 
to irrigation water releases. Stocking 
level will be similar to past years with 
23,000 catchable (10 inch) rainbow 
trout scheduled to be stocked from 
May through June. Sub-catchable (3 
inch) rainbow trout are also stocked 
annually to allow these smaller fish an 
opportunity to naturally grow in the 
reservoir to a size in which anglers 
can catch these fish.

When available from our hatch-
eries, Mountain Home is typically 
stocked with a small number of 
“broodfish” rainbow trout (16-20 

Rio Grande Basin Fishing Forecast Update
inch) to give anglers an opportunity to 
catch large fish. )ishing for rainbow 
trout from bank or boat should be 
good throughout the summer.

Traditional trout fishing techniTues 
usually work well, including power 
bait, worms, and lures (Kastmasters, 
Panther Martins and Rapalas). North-
ern pike were discovered in 2011 by 
CPW biologists during their standard-
ized sampling efforts. This was most 
likely due to an illicit introduction. 
Anglers are encouraged to keep all 
northern pike they catch as the bag and 
possession for this species is unlimited 
statewide. Northern pike can decimate 
a trout fishery.

Road Canyon Reservoir (140 ac)
This popular fishery is located in 

the upper Rio Grande basin, 29 miles 
west of Creede. The reservoir will be 
stocked with approximately 14,000 
catchable (10 inch) rainbow trout 
throughout the summer.

Sub-catchable (3 inch) rainbow 
trout and brook trout are also stocked 
annually to allow these smaller fish an 
opportunity to naturally grow in the 
reservoir to a size in which anglers can 
catch these fish. Water level should 
be normal with minimal fluctuations 
later in the summer. The trout fishery 
consists of rainbow trout (10-18 inch) 
and brook trout (12-16 inch).

*ood to excellent fishing for rain-
bow trout and brook trout using 
traditional trout fishing techniTues 
should be expected from May to July. 
Trolling lures or casting artificial 
flies from boats and float tubes work 
well, especially early in the season. 
Algae blooms and aquatic vegetation 
growth may impact bank fishing in 
late summer.

Sanchez Reservoir (4571 ac)
This popular cool-water fishery is 

located 8 miles south of San Luis. 
Outstanding views of the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains may be observed 
from this reservoir. A few northern 
pike are still present in the reservoir 
but the fishery is dominated by com-
mon carp and channel catfish.

Yellow perch are making a gradual 
comeback, but abundance continues 
to be low. CPW is currently working 
to reestablish the Yellow Perch to 
provide a prey base that allows the 

reestablishment of predatory fish in 
the future.  

Smith Reservoir (280 ac)
This highly productive trout fishery 

is located 4 miles south of Blanca. 
Due to the drought the reservoir was 
drained last year causing a loss of the 
fishery. The reservoir has since refilled 
and will be stocked with a total of 
16,000 catchable (10 inch) rainbow 
trout in 2021.

The reservoir has been getting 
stocked since May and is scheduled to 
be stocked every two weeks through 
mid-July. Traditional trout fishing 
techniques usually work well, in-
cluding power bait, worms, and lures 
(Kastmasters, Panther Martins and 
Rapalas). 

Trujillo Meadows Reservoir
Located 24 miles west of Antonito, 

Trujillo Meadows Reservoir offers 
good fishing opportunity for rainbow 
trout and brown trout. This reservoir 
is stocked with sub-catchable brown 
trout on an annual basis that allows 
those fish to naturally grow in the 
reservoir to sizes anglers can catch.

The reservoir will be stocked with 
13,000 with catchable (10 inch) rain-
bow trout throughout the summer. 
Fishing is best from ice out through 

September. Traditional trout fishing 
techniques usually work well, in-
cluding power bait, worms, and lures 
(Kastmasters, Panther Martins and 
5apalas� and flies. 

Conejos River
Flows are expected to be low, late 

this summer. During low flows and 
high-water temperatures, CPW may 
implement a voluntary fishing closure 
to protect the fish in the river. Warmer 
water temperatures can cause fish to 
become stressed which may reduce 
survival of individual fish after being 
caught.

In these conditions, the best time to 
fish is during the morning when water 
temperatures are lower. Fluctuations 
should be expected due to irrigation 
water releases from Platoro Reservoir.

Angling for brown trout should 
be good to excellent from Mogote 
to Platoro. %est fishing areas include 
the Fly Water from Aspen Glade 
Campground upstream to Menkhaven 
Resort, the Pinnacles Section and the 
meadow below Platoro Reservoir. 
%est fishing time is before snowmelt 
and after runoff in late June through 
July.

Mayfly, stonefly and caddis fly 
hatches occur throughout the sum-
mer providing outstanding fly fishing 

opportunities for quality size brown 
trout and some rainbow trout in the 
meadow below Platoro Reservoir.

Rio Grande
Flows are expected to be low, late 

this summer. During low flows and 
high-water temperatures, CPW may 
implement a voluntary fishing closure 
to protect the fish in the river. Warmer 
water temperatures can cause fish to 
become stressed which may reduce 
survival of individual fish after being 
caught. In these conditions, the best 
time to fish is during the morning 
when water temperatures are lower.

%rown trout and rainbow trout fish-
ing should be good to excellent from 
Del Norte to Rio Grande Reservoir. 
%est time to fish is after snowmelt 
in mid-June through July, especially 
during caddis fly, stonefly and *reen 
Drake mayfly hatches.

Wade fishing is available on pub-
lic land and CPW leases (contact 
Monte Vista Service Center for more 
information about leases). Multiple 
boat/raft launch sites on public land 
provide float fishing opportunities to 
fish long stretches of the river.

— This report updated by Estevan 
Vigil, of Monte Vista, 719-587-6908, 
or estevan.vigil@state.co.us.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Daily
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
The Holy Moses

Fishing for great 
decorations?

We have what 
you need to complete 

your trout room.

STAFF REPORT

CRESTONE — The 32nd an-
nual Crestone Energy Fair is set 
for Saturday, Aug. 28 and Sunday, 
Aug. 29, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
in Crestone. 

This is a free, family-friendly 
event with workshops and pre-
sentations focusing on alternative 
construction, natural building, 
solar, sustainable gardening, per-
maculture and healthy lifestyle 
practices.

The event will feature blue-
grass, Americana, rock, soul, 

funk and electronica music from 
around the state, and a full line 
of vendors selling unique arts 
and crafts.

Kids activities and entertain-
ment will be provided by Rain-
bow Lightning and a community 
kitchen will be serving free food 
throughout the day. 

Organizers will be livestream-
ing to Facebook and YouTube 
for people to attend virtually. For 
more information, visit online 
www.crestoneenergyfair.org.

The Crestone Energy Fair con-

tinues to be a tradition in the San 
Luis Valley for more than 30 
years, bringing innovative ideas 
in construction, lifestyle, and sus-
tainability to the region. Run by 
volunteers, this free event is com-
mitted to improving the lives of all 
attendees by empowering them to 
learn and experience the necessary 
skills to use alternative building 
methodologies and materials in fu-
ture projects, to learn about energy 
usage and technologies and create 
an atmosphere of networking, 
problem-solving and fun.

Crestone Energy Fair is 
set for Aug. 28-29
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(719) 852-8849 • 839 First Ave. • Monte Vista 

Men’s & Women’s Clothing 
Jewelry, Shoes, Accessories 

and much more!
Gifts of all sizes for 

all occasions! 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

SKop 2QlLQe� www.tKeÀQeU\EoXtLTXe.com
)ollow Xs oQ socLal medLa #EeEeaXtLXlmoQtevLsta

Teachers strive to create sup-
portive and challenging classroom 
environments for their students. 
Such settings can bring out the best 
in students and help them overcome 
obstacles, including an inability to 
focus. 

The struggles students can have 
with focusing on their studies was 
apparent during the pandemic. A 2020 
survey of more than 400 college stu-
dents found that 64 percent were con-
cerned about their ability to maintain 
their focus and discipline in remote 
instructional environments. Though 
educators, students and parents are 
hopeful that remote learning will soon 
be a thing of the past, no one is certain 
about what lies ahead in regard to the 
2021-22 school year. Ideally, students 
will be back in school time full-time 
five days per week by the start of the 
new academic year. However, there’s 
no guarantee that will be the case, and 
students may need help focusing on 
their studies. 

• Emphasize one activity at a 
time. Various studies have shown 
that multitasking adversely affects 
performance and makes it hard to 

Help students improve their focus on their studies
concentrate. A recent study from 
researchers at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology found that 
performing two or three activities 
simultaneously puts significantly 
more demand on the brain than 
simply doing those tasks one after 
another. All students, and especially 
those who are struggling with focus, 
should be encouraged to take on one 
task at a time.

• Take breaks. The Cleveland 
Clinic notes that various studies 
have found that periodic breaks 
improve mood, boost performance 
and increase a person’s ability to 
concentrate and pay attention. Many 
students are well acquainted with 
lengthy cramming sessions on the 
eve of a big exam, which can feel like 
a rite of passage for high schoolers 
and college students. Parents and 
educators can emphasize the impor-
tance of taking breaks during such 
sessions and how periodic rest can 
help improve performance.

• Take a piecemeal approach to 
big tasks. The Child Mind Institute 
notes that breaking big tasks down 
into smaller, more manageable pieces 

can help kids effectively tackle more 
challenging tasks. The piecemeal ap-
proach can make big tasks seem less 
daunting, and the success kids have 
at each smaller task can provide some 
needed momentum as they draw 

closer to solving the problem.
Many students struggle to focus on 

their studies. Some simple strategies 
can help students overcome such 
challenges and fulfill their academic 
potential.

School bus safety
The dawn of a new school year is a 

time marked by change and fresh op-
portunities. For many children, school 
marks the first time they are away from 
their parents for an extended period of 
time. ,t also may be the first time they ride 
in a vehicle other than their parents’ cars.

Riding a school bus can be a novel 
experience no matter a student’s age 
or grade. Kindergarteners may be 
introduced to the school bus on their 
first day of school, while older students 
are no doubt familiar with life inside a 
school bus. But all students and families 
can benefit from a refresher course on 
school bus procedures to ensure this 
school year begins on safe footing.

• Be a smart pedestrian. Riding the 
school bus is very safe, but injuries can 
occur walking to and from the bus stop. 
Watch for cars backing out of driveways 
and always look both ways multiple 
times before crossing streets.

• Remember school bus laws. Most 
areas of the country have specific school 
bus laws that include stopping when red 
lights are flashing on the school bus. 

Cars must stop whether they’re behind 
the school bus, next to it or on the op-
posite side of the street facing the bus. 
Stopping allows passengers to enter or 
exit the bus safely.

• Stand away from the curb. The 
National Safety Council advises keep-
ing six feet, or three giant steps, away 
from the curb while waiting for the bus. 
Young children should be carefully 
supervised.

• Be visible. Always cross in front 
of the bus, making eye contact with 
the driver so that he or she knows your 
intentions before crossing. If you drop 
something, do not bend down to pick it 
up. Tell the driver instead.

• Remain seated. Find a seat promptly 
and remain seated for the duration of the 
ride. Do not stand up and proceed down 
the center aisle until the bus has stopped.

• Minimize distractions. Always 
speak softly and behave so that you do 
not distract the driver.

School buses are very safe vehicles, 
but passengers need to do their part to 
avoid injury. 

Experience a Step Above!

Four Day School Week

• 97% Graduation Rate
• Small Class Sizes
• Expanded STEM Program
• Technology Program
• $662,861 Awarded in 

Scholarships to the Class 
of 2020 

• Safe Learning Environment

 Online learning options k-12 
Registration online at  http://

www.sargent.k12.co.us
For Enrollment Information call 852-4023.

Classes begin on August 19th - Monday-Thursday Schedule

• Outstanding Athletics
• College Credit Options
• Award‐Winning Science, 

Agriculture, Business & 
Spanish Programs

• Swimming Program Grades K-6
• Aviation Program
• Online learning options

Sargent 
School 
District
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Looking for experienced part-time 
DRIVERS for my Mother, Applicant must 

have clean driving record experience starting 
from Monday to Friday 5-7 hrs daily, pay 
rate $19/$21 per hr, If you re interested 

contact Tim Smith, for more information, 
Apply now and send a copy of your resume 

to this email (tsmith7121@gmail.com).

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER:  New Spring 
Prices:  Elk Grade A  $15/lb.  Deer 
Grade A $10/lb. 5 miles west of 
Del Norte on Hwy 160.  719-657-
0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted 
Rio Grande County is seeking a 
Full Time CSU Administrative 
Assistant/Office Manager for 
the Area Extension Director and 
the Agents in the San Luis Val-
ley.  The (xtension office delivers 
lifelong learning experiences to 
citizens throughout the San Luis 
Valley, fostering healthy youth 
and families, prosperous farms 
and ranches while creating resilient 
proud communities.  Must be a pro-
fessional, well organi]ed and office 
efficient individual. Must be able 
to effectively transmit and receive 
written and oral communication.  
Must be proficient with comput-
ers and Web page management.  
Must be able to pass a drug and 
background check.  Salary will be 
$34,000 - $38,000 DOE plus full 
benefit package.  )or additional 
information visit www.riogrande-
county.org. Send resumes to hu-
manresources@riograndecounty.
org or 925 6th Street, Room 200, 
Del Norte, CO 81132. (8/14)

Rio Grande County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is accepting applications for 
Evidence Technician Specialist.
Must be 21 years of age, must pass 
an extensive background check, 
Colorado driver license with a 
good driving record required, High 
School diploma or GED, Knowl-
edge of Microsoft Windows and 
Computer operation. Previous law 
enforcement background or evi-
dence work with law enforcement 
preferred. Must be detail oriented. 

Must be able to work with others 
as a team. Pick up/submit applica-
tions: Human Resource Office, 
or humanresources@riogrande-
county.org, or 925 6th St., Room 
200, Del Norte, CO or on-line at 
www.riograndecounty.org. Go to 
the Sheriff’s, employment opportu-
nities page for RGSO application. 
Pay range DOE $15.67 starting an 
hour. Deadline� 8ntil filled. ���1��
Valley Educators Credit Union 
in Alamosa is accepting applica-
tions for a Teller/Member Service 
Representative.  Work week is 
Monday-Friday, 8-5pm. Willing 
to train. Necessary skills include 
general math skills, customer ser-
vice, positive work ethic, computer 
proficient, and attention to details. 
Position open until filled. Pick-up 
application at 910 Main Street. 
Wage based on experience. EOE. 
(8/18)

Costilla County Public Health 
Agency is seeking a Registered 
Nurse to provide Public Health 
Nursing in Costilla County.
The position will provide skilled 
nursing services including Immu-
nizations, Communicable Disease 
control, and support in prevention 
areas/programs and Core Public 
Health Services. A baccalaureate 
degree in nursing is preferred. An 
Associate Degree with 2 years 
experience will be considered. 
Current license (in good standing) 
to practice as a registered nurse 
(RN) in Colorado. Please visit the 
Costilla County Website for appli-
cation and job description https://
costillacounty.colorado.gov/ or call 
719-672-3332. The Position is open 
until filled. ���1��
HELP WANTED BUILDING 
CUSTODIAN -Experienced 
individual needed for janitorial 

services with responsibility for 
cleaning various county build-
ings.  Full time position, 32 to 40 
hours a week, with variable hours 
which include evening and/or early 
morning work times. Starting sal-
ary will be $15.05 per hour to start. 
To view the job description and an 
application they are available at 
Saguache County Administration 
office 505 3rd Street, Saguache or 
printable at www.saguachecounty.
colorado.gov.Call 719-655-2231 
for more information. Applications 
close on Friday, July 30,2021 at 
3:00 P.M. Saguache County is an 
EEO employer. Valid Driver’s Li-
cense, Drug testing which includes, 

background check will be required 
and a physical exam may be re-
Tuired for final applicants. ���05�
Ultrasound Tech (Fulltime) at 
Rio Grande Hospital in Del 
Norte Colorado, one year of 

ultrasound experience preferred to 
include ECHO and vascular 
studies.  ARDMS registered or 
eligible for testing. Some call 
required. Salary negotiable. 
Please complete an application, and 
check out our benefits on-line at rio-

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 
 If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the 
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook Page

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

0 - 15 lbs. $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

15 - 25 lbs. $100.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee



Wednesday, August 4, 2021 — SLV Lifestyles — Page 5

Valley Wide Classifieds

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • WWW.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

grandehospital.org Send resume 
to Human Resources Department, 
pau lap@r iograndehosp i t a l .
net  RGH is EOE (7/28)

10 Apartments
Apartment for rent: $750.00 de-
posit plus $750/Month. 2 Bed 1 
Bath Newly remodeled. (8/18)

Del Norte Apartment 2-Bed 
1-Bath Unit. No Smoking, No 
Pets. Adults Only. All utilities paid 
& Dish TV included. 750/Month, 
750/Deposit. Call 719-850-2738.
(8/11)

12 Houses for Rent
2 BDRM, 1 bath duplex in Monte 
Vista. W/D included. $750 per 
month - includes water, sewer, and 
trash. NO PETS Call 303-589-5455 
for more details (8/4)

3-BDRM, 1 Bath House for rent 
$1,200.00/Per month Available 
August 2021. Text Cooke at 719-
207-6890. (8/25)

3-BDRM, 1 Bath House for rent 
in Center, CO $900.00/Per Month 
Available August 1st No Pets, Large 
Fenced Yard. Detached Garage. 
Text Cooke 719-20-6890. (8/25)

20 Business 

Properties
Historic building for lease, Del 
Norte, CO.  2,600 square feet with 
reception area, 5-6 offices, confer-
ence room, storage, kitchen, 750 
square foot garage, fully fur-
nished.  High visibility main street 
location.  Possibilities:  profession-
als, wellness practitioners,  Sublet 
allowed.  719-850-2324. (8/14)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (07/23) 

24 Garage Sales

35 Heavy Equipment
Semi-Trucks and Valley Dump 
Trailers 10K and Up. Call 719-
588-4415 (8/25) 

36 Miscellaneous 
Corn Fed Beef For Sale Call 
Steelings Ranch For Details. 719-
580-2100 (8/25)

For Sale: 4 Solar Glass Panels 
Heavy Duty 3x8” $84.00. Please 
Leave a Message 719-849-1722.

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 

STEEL STORAGE CON-
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 
8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-

works, Inc. – Your Total Storage 
Solution! 719-850-0346 

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER.  We Stock 
Inverters, Charge Controllers and 
Batteries in Brand Names of Out-
back, Magnum, Rolls, More. We 
Also Carry Cable and PV Wire. 
Thank you for Buying Bontrager’s 
Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500

Bryan: If you want the Fuel Filter 
for the tank, call 852-2285.

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: All Types of Hay Big 
and Small Squares Located at 
HVFM 10475 US Hwy 285 An-
tonito (570) 395-0184. (11/10)

47 Horses & Cattle
2 Horses For Free, Both to Ride 
1 Paint and 1 Sorrow. Call 719-
274-0622. (8/25)

51 Boats and 

Equipment
Blue 15’ Osagian aluminum 
canoe Hardly used. $650 Made 
in Missouri. 719-256-4830 (8/14)

14’ Alumacraft with 15HP 2-cycle 
Engine and Trolling Motor 3500. 
719-658-2124. (8/14)

53 Trailers 
For Sale: 2005 heavy hauler 25 
foot gooseneck trailer, 20 thou-
sand pound axels $8000.00 719-
274-5107. (8/14)

Utility Tilt Trailer 6ft. Used Once.
$600 DK2 mOdel MMT4x60. Call 
719-852-8986 or 509-607-1036. 

58 Motorcycles
2008 Harley Davidson Heri-
tage Softail Classic 8,523 Miles 
$12,000 OBO Call 719-849-1978. 

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK AND UNWANTED VE-
HICLES We pickup, no title ok. 
719-937-7935. 719-849-8491

65 Professional 

Services
We Landscape and Deliver Gravel. 
We fill in mud holes we do cement 
work. We do other small jobs as 
well. Call us for more information on 
what we can do for. (719) 850-2027. 

RELIABLE CARPENTRY - 46 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free 
Estimates 719-496-7630.(10/06)

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. 

DISCLAIMER Please read your ad on 
the first day of publication. ,f there are 
mistakes notify us IMMEDIATELY. We 
will make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive notice 
on the first day the ad is published. We 
limit our liability to you in this way and 
we do not accept liability for any other 
damages which may result from an error 
or omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, reject 
or properly classify an ad. The advertiser 
and not the newspaper is responsible for 
the truthful content of the ad. All classified 
advertising must be pre-paid.
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Photo Courtesy of Monte Vista Historical Society

�e party begins outside on bank grounds following the 
Covered Wagon Days Parade!

12 carnival stations/games, Sno-cones, cake walks on the hour, giveaways & 
freebies. Wear your free 100 Year T-shirt for a chance to win a $100 bill

Join Us Saturday, Aug. 7
for Our

100th YEAR CELEBRATION

705 Grand • Del Norte, CO 81132 • (719) 657-4558
TrueLocalBank.com

HWA Continued from Page 1

Courtesy photos

Tie dye shirts made by the campers at Kids 
Science Camp.

Left to right, Kim Frederick explains the details of streambank willow 
bundle planting to David Jennings, Denise Jennings, and Sue Ehrgood.

Jessie Egan assisting campers in designing boats — empha-
sizing different design approaches and flow path dynamics.

Left: Rosalee 
Reese handles 
a willow 
bundle to be 
planted in the 
streambank.

Left to right, Rosalee Reese, Taylor Johnson, Denise Jen-
nings, and Sue Ehrgood watch a tool demonstration from 
Kim Frederick.

HWA hosted the Crew Leader 
for Ecological Restoration training, 
facilitated by Volunteers for Outdoor 
Colorado (VOC), immediately follow-
ing the camp. After a rigorous morning 
in the classroom, participants enjoyed 
two days of hands-on work on the Wil-
low Creek floodplain.

“It is inspiring to work with these 
dedicated volunteers in such a worthy 
project,” says Kim

Frederick, instructor for the training. 
Frederick has over 30 years of experi-
ence in trail and

riparian restoration all over the 
world, however, he has a soft spot for 
Creede where he’s worked in the past. 
“I welcome the opportunity to come 
back to Creede, work with Headwaters 
Alliance, and be part of the Willow 
Creek restoration efforts. I would do 
it again in a minute!”

Participants learned skills for lead-
ing groups of volun-
teers, including safety, 
group dynamics and 
conflict resolution. 
Meanwhile, the field 
work included wil-
low harvesting and 
planting techniques to 
maximize streambank 
stability, water filtra-
tion and natural habi-
tat. The training helps 
set the foundation for 
future revegetation ef-

forts. It will be a long-term project to 
transform the floodplain into one that 
is visually appealing and ecologically 
functional, but events like these help 
jumpstart the process.

“Being new to the area of Creede, 
I wanted to get involved with this 
small community,” says Denise Jen-
nings, one of the training participants. 
“I love the outdoors! The leadership 
training was fun and informative. I 
look forward to helping out again in 
the near future.”

“The workshop was very informa-
tive and helpful,” says Sue Ehrgood, 
a longtime volunteer with the Willow 
Creek Restoration Company and 
HWA. “I learned a great deal about 
handling tools and the correct way to 
plant willows. It was a fun time and I 
got to meet and make new friends,”

Both of these events highlight an 
important ingredient to successful 
learning and the scientific process 
— getting involved. Don’t miss your 
chance to get involved this summer 
and in the future with Headwaters Alli-
ance, especially at the upcoming HWA 
extravaganza — Floodplain Dog Days, 
Aug. 20-21. The events include wil-
low planting, the first-ever Mountain 
Ping Pong Tournament, After Hours 
Speaker Series on drought and water 
quality, and a dog parade and costume 
contest. Head to headwatersalliance.
com, for more information about these 
events and the ongoing work at HWA.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. �e 4443 sq. �. home and 

1015 sq. �. bunkhouse provides a total sq. �. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
lo� that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. �e wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 

UNDER CONTRACT

Look Improved Price! $54,000
Beautiful parcels, Lot 11 and 
12 with scenic views of the 

surrounding mountains in Deer 
Park. Paved roads with water / 

city water and sewer and utilities 
in place and ready to build. Min-
utes from the Rio Grande River. 

Enjoy the mule deer and wild 
turkeys that visit Deer Park o�en. 

Moments from skiing, fly fishing, hiking, hunting and everything 
outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

MLS #766836
431 and 443 Deer Run • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALEIMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

�is could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. �is home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. �e 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. �e home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. �. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$69,900 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE! 
• 2 bedroom • 2 bathroom • $335,000

Charming 1,518 SQ FT Home with 
attached 672 SQ FT Cement Floor Garage 
with Workshop and additional 2 storage 
units. Bright and cheery with large living 

area with fire place and large windows 
with beautiful view’s of Beaver Mountain 

and plenty of sun shine. �is home is 
complete with 4 heat sources! 2 ETS systems, Base board heating (all 

rooms), Solar heat and Fireplace. Complete with water and sewer 
system on paved roads. MLS#777866

171 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Beautiful Unique Custom Built Home in Ponderosa Country Estates
�is 4 bedroom 4 bath 2,800 SQ FT home with large 4 car heated 

attached garage and an additional 2 car heated detached garage, work-
shop and studio apartment is located in this wonderful neighborhood 
with no HOA. �is is your home-a-way from home, vacation rental or 

permanent home. Complete with well and sewer system on paved roads. 
$375,900 MLS #778054

2 Ponderosa Country Estates • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Look, Back On Market, Improved Price!
Mountain Retreat - Your perfect get a way in the 
mountains. �is beautiful 3 bedroom 2 bath 2,204 
SQ FT home on 2 acres with attached 952 SQ Ft. 
Garage and 740 SQ Ft. Workshop is tucked in the 
mountain and boarders the National Forest. Two 
guest bedrooms on the main floor with nice size 

laundry room and large master bedroom and bath with balcony upstairs to relax with 
your hot cup of coffee and watch the morning sunrise. �ree heat sources wood burning 
fireplace, radiate floor heat and electric baseboard. Furnished with all kitchen appliances, 
washer and dryer and most furniture. Complete with water and sewer system on paved 
roads.  Call and schedule your showing today! Price $649,900 

MLS#778857 • 220 N Skyline Drive

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER 

CONTRACT

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

�is Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. �e 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  �e 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa

FOR 

SALE

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

We work 

hard for 

you!

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling Your Home? 
If so, We have Buyers. Now 

Accepting AWESOME Listings!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

Y

Your Stunning Colorado 
Mountain Oasis!

Beautiful 3,140 SQ. FT. 3 bedroom 3 bath 
home located on 9.59 Acres in Beautiful 
South Fork Ranches Bear Creek. �e large 
master suite/bath is on the main floor. 
Open dinning room, kitchen and living 
room with propane fireplace and windows 
from floor to ceiling with amazing moun-
tain and Rio Grande river views. �e beautiful kitchen includes an eat in island with 
custom countertop and large so� close storage drawers. Convenient large inside laundry 
room and foyer is right off the kitchen and the 4 car attached garage/workshop. �e up-
stairs has two bedrooms, full bath with jet tub and office lo� area. Start your Colorado 
Adventure and schedule your showing today! $639,900  MLS#781345

3313 CO RD 15 Road, South Fork

Your Stunning Colorado 

FOR SALE

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Curtis Miller, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Everyone wants a slice of Heaven. This 1.17 acre pie shaped lot 
(lot # 35) in Beaver Mountain Estates Phase 3 could be yours. 356 
Church Creek Drive is a county maintained road which is paved 
from Hwy 160 directly to the lot, about ¾ of a mile, but then all the 
major roads in BME are paved. This means less road dust so you 
can open your windows to let in the breezes. It adjoins a 1.44 acre 
Open Space lot on it’s north side, which means no house can be built 
there and the deer will continue to feed in the open space. It is the 
largest lot, with the best building opportunities, that is crossed by 
Church Creek. It has underground utilities (no ugly poles or wires), 
water tap, and is on the county sewage system because of the creek, 
so no septic system has to be installed by the owner, a big cost savings. At the back is what we call the 
Grotto. The pie shaped rear of the lot is covered by tall pine trees and offers a perfect quiet place to have chairs and a table for picnics where the trees provide shade and the flowing creek provides coolness and 
sounds in the summer months. You can walk the creek down to the South Fork of the Rio Grande River about �00 yards away to fish. <ou are about 1.3 miles to the center of town and about 1� miles to the 
Wolf Creek Pass Ski Area. At the top of the street you can enter onto National Forest land. The views to 
the south are of the mountains. A real slice of Heaven. $69,000 MLS�77�00�

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful Charming Custom Home! 
Situated on 12.69 Acres in the country 
but close to town. Lots of open space, large family area with custom fireplace. 
Great kitchen for the gourmet cook, 
stainless appliances, and great for enter-taining. Office, wood floors, tile 	 gran-
ite. Master Suite, and walk in closets. ra-diant heat floors, beautiful windows, and 
doors. 2 Car attached garage, and addi-
tional garages/RV Garage. Established 
yard with sprinkler system. Outdoor 
patio area to enjoy the views of the San 
Juans! Call to preview this very special 
custom home that offers living in style, 
and comfort! $835,000 MLS#781327

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Hugely sucessful retail, food and 
flower shop with prime location 
in darling mountain town. Sale in-
cludes all inventory, eTuipement 
and delivery van. Turn key opera-
tion is growing every year. 8niTue 
original accents with original wood 
floors and storage galore. 5eady to 
own your own business in a Tuaint 
historical town" 5eady to get out 
of the city" Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity� $385,000 Call today. 
MLS�7�303�

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
           Keith Bratton, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Feel the freedom and quietness on this 
40+ acre land with National Forest 
bordering on three sides. Views from 
living area and deck take in Del Norte 
Peak. At the base of Aqua Ramon moun-
tain where one can take off into the forest 
to hunt or for a nice drive. No covenants 
or HOA where one could use this as a 
vacation rental. Main floor master with 
open kitchen to living area to enjoy the 
views. Large two car garage. Furniture 
is included to start enjoying the serenity 
from day one. $649,900 MLS#783758

          Debbie Milne Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Take a look at this open 
land with beautiful 
views of the mountains! 
This is approximately 
41 acres with fresh air 
all around! There is sep-
tic installed but a well 
would need to be drilled 
if needed. There is no 
electricity near by as of 
now. There was a man-
ufactured home on the 
land at one time so the 
slab is still there.$21,500 
MLS#784371

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Established Farm! 472 Acres of quality 
farm ground with 30 shares of Rio Grande 
and 15 shares Santa Maria Water! Many Es-
tablished good wells and 3 recharge ponds. 
Center pivots, outbuildings, several grain 
bins, green houses, 75,300sqft. Potato stor-
age with computerized climate control that 
can hold 420,000cwt of Potato’s, addition-
ally there is seed storage, 2 heated shops 
to work on equipment, and 2 homes. This 
outstanding well maintained farm is a great 

opportunity for many options in the farming industry! Call for more details! 
$5,200,000 MLS#784810

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful Custom Home! Hard wood floors, 
solid wood interior matching doors, and trim. 
Custom kitchen, upgraded cabinets 	 granite 
with Double ovens, Stove top, refrigerator, dish-
washer all stainless. 1ice open space to dining, 
and living areas. Custom windows through out 
the home. � bedrooms, 3 baths, tile, granite, 
upgraded fixtures� Custom lighting throughout 
the home. Hand finished walls with beautiful 
texture. )ormal Living 	 separate family room. 
Large laundry area. Oversi]ed � Car garage all 
tiled, 1ew exterior stucco, upgraded shingled 
roof, and driveway and parking area with slate pavers. (stablished yard, partially 
fenced on oversi]ed lots. %eautiful views to the West� Spacious 	 %eautiful� Call to 
inTuire on the many details of this lovely home� $385,000 MLS�7���1�
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Courtesy photo 

Keith and Laurie Bratton have owned the Arbor House Inn in South Fork 
for 20 years. The small bed and breakfast is a testament to hard work and 
dedication for this family.

Arbor House in South Fork celebrates 20 years
BY LYNDSIE FERRELL 

SOUTH FORK — Nestled among 
the trees along the South Fork of the 
Rio Grande on the west side is a 
beautiful, cozy and welcoming bed 
and breakfast owned and operated by 
Keith and Laurie Bratton. The Arbor 
House Inn is celebrating its 20th year 
in South Fork and continues to com-
bine relaxation and adventure with 
guests from all walks of life.  

“My parents are locals that grew 
up here in the Valley. Keith grew 
up and graduated from Monte Vista 
and my mom, Laurie grew up in Del 

this place around and the results are 
wonderful.” 

The Brattons went through two 
fires, the Million )ire in �00� hap-
pened after a year of being open and 
in 2013 the West Fork Complex Fire 
ravaged the surrounding Rio Grande 
National Forest.

“They didn’t let anything stop 
them. They had a dream, and they 
were going to see it come through,” 
Ashley said. 

Last year during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Brattons used the 

time they were closed to upgrade the 
property to eight rooms. Five rooms 
are in the main house and three rooms 
are in a small cottage on the property.

“COVID was a blessing in dis-
guise, and they used their time to 
improve the property and add some 
flair,” Ashley said. 

Now, the small bed and breakfast 
fills up a year in advance and a one-
time dream has long since been a 
reality. 

For more information or reserva-
tions, visit www.arborhouseinn.com.

Norte. I am so proud of what they 
have built here that I wanted to rec-
ognize them for what they bring to 
this amazing community. They have 
been through so much in the last 20 
years and their story is like so many 
of the businesses here. Having a busi-
ness last this long is a milestone,” 
said daughter and local photographer 
Ashley Bratton.  

The couple met while in college 
and after leaving the Valley, made 
their home in Littleton, where they 
raised their daughters, Ashley and 
Amanda.

“They swore that they were never 
going to come back to the Valley to 
live,” Ashley said. “They had a life 
in Littleton up until both me and my 
sister left for college, and I guess the 
empty-nest syndrome kind of kicked 
in because it wasn’t until my senior 
year that they announced they were 
coming back to South Fork.” 

Bratton said her parents liquidated 
their assets and made the move with 
one thing in mind, opening a bed and 
breakfast.

“It was always a dream of my 
mom’s to open a bed and breakfast, 
but it was also a shock to us kids 
when they said they were going to 
sell everything and go start a busi-
ness,” Ashley said. “It took them a 
year to find the right property and , 
personally thought they were crazy, 
especially when I saw the property 
they purchased.” 

According to Ashley, her parents 
settled on a property that sat right 
next to the South Fork of the Rio 
Grande with a dilapidated house in 
the center of the three acres.

“I just didn’t have their vision at 
the time, but now, seeing what they 
turned this place into and the perse-
verance of keeping it afloat for �0 
years is just simply amazing. I am 
just so proud of them,” Ashley said. 

They purchased the property in 
1999 and spent the next two years 
making it into their dream bed and 
breakfast.

“They remodeled everything, 
cleaned up the yard, moved trees 
and created access to 400 feet of 
riverbank,” Ashley said. “This sec-
tion of river is private, and it will 
stay private and preserved for years 
to come. They completely flipped 
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{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 8/31/2021.

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Hi, community members! We are 
happy to announce that registrations 
for High Valley Community Center 
volleyball and flag football are now 
posted on our website, TheHVCC.org. 

Volleyball is available in two age 
groups — third-fourth grades as well 
as fifth-sixth grades. )lag football 
will be available for first-second 
graders. Registrations is required by 
Aug. 27!

Any kiddos in grades 3-6 can play 
tackle football with Rise Above 
Football. Contact either Dan Roesch 
at 719-850-8690 or Jesse Albright at 
719-480-2660, for more information! 
Keep an eye out for practice and 
game updates. 

We are also happy to report that 
Brade and Julia will be hosting a 
drama camp at HVCC on Aug. 2-6. 
More information to come! Registra-
tion for drama camp is available on 

our website. 
This week marks the final week of 

our summer program! We had such 
a wonderful summer with the kid-
dos and now it is time to celebrate! 
We would love for you to join us in 
celebrating a successful summer at 
HVCC’s End of Summer Carnival on 
July 29. The carnival will be from 2-7 
p.m. and will be here at HVCC. There 
will be games, snacks, treats, music, 
laughter, and bounce houses! We hope 
to see you there. Spread the word! 

HVCC will be closed for regular 
programming until Sept. 7. During 
that time, HVCC staff will be busy 
making fun activity plans for the 
upcoming school year and we are ex-
cited to share them with you! Thank 
you to everyone who has been a part 
of HVCC, big and small. We are 
grateful for your continued support! 
Please do not forget to register for 
fall sports and drama camp!

HVCC students have enjoyed a 
busy summer traveling all over the 
Valley and beyond. 

HVCC volleyball and football registration underway

Courtesy photos

High Valley Community Center is having its summer carnival on July 29. 
The community is invited to come play games and enjoy an afternoon of fun.
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors L.L.C.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

KimsKreationRoom.orgKimsKreationRoom.orgKimsKreationRoom.org

Kim’s Kreation Room
Handcrafting organic 
skin care since 2011

No green smell like 
oil-based products

Always get the mg 
you pay for
and more!

Organic
hemp-infused balms 

with 0% THC

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Courtesy photos

The Creede Ladies Aid Society spent days prior preparing for the annual 
event making 180 casseroles and setting up for the rummage sale.

Ladies Aid rummage sale cashes out 
on an excellent fundraising event 

The 2021 Creede Ladies Aid Society held a successful rummage sale 
fundraiser on July 13 and 14. The event was the biggest fundraiser the 
group has held in many years.

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE — The Creede Ladies 
Aid Society rummage sale hit it out 
of the ballpark two weeks ago. The 
organization took a year off due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic but bounced 
back in a big way in 2021.

“This tiny little town can do 
such amazing things and be so very 
generous,” said Ladies Aid member 
Janet Harrison. “This was a record 
year for us, and we cannot say thank 
you enough to this wonderful com-
munity.” 

Harrison and the other group mem-
bers spent countless days preparing 
for their annual fundraiser.

“The funding raised during this 
event help people in need throughout 
the year in our community,” Harrison 
said. “It allows this organization to 
give back when things are rough. 
See a need, fill a need and we had 
such an amazing turnout from the 
community, it Must fills your heart 
right to the top.” 

Work begins for the event the Sun-
day prior to the sale. Members gather 
at the Virginia Christensen Center.

“People come to volunteer, and 
we never lack for help,” Harrison 
said. “Everyone comes together and 
the process is really quite smooth. 
The group has been doing this for 
so many years, everyone just knows 
what to do. We lay down flooring to 
protect the gym floor and then every-
one takes a section, and we start to set 
everything up. This year, we had an 
abundance of merchandise because 
we had to store things from last 
year until this year. We have tables 
donated from local churches and 
everything we sell was a donation. 
The event really takes a community.” 

The event lasted two days and in 
that brief time, Ladies Aid took in a 
record number of donations.

“I am not at liberty to say how 
much was donated but I can say that 
it was the biggest amount I believe 
we have ever had,” Harrison said. 
“The amount of work that goes into 
this event in such a short time is a 
sight to behold.” 

Funding from the event goes 
toward many community outreach 
opportunities. The organization 
also makes and sells chile relleno 
casseroles. This year they sold 180 
dishes to people coming to the rum-

mage sale.
“I couldn’t believe how wonderful 

this event was this year and on behalf 

of the Ladies Aid, I say thank you 
to all who helped make it possible,” 
Harrison said.

STAFF REPORT

The Creede Arts Council (CAC), 
and area artists are proud to pres-
ent the 17th Annual Silver Thread 
Studio Tour on Saturday, Aug. 14, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Discover the world of 
artists of South Fork 
and Creede as they 
open their studios to 
friends, old and new. 
Take a self-guided 
driving tour along 
the beautiful Silver 
Thread Scenic By-
way in the San Juan 
Mountains of South-
ern Colorado. 

Artist’s studios 
are located from South Fork 
through historic Creede, and along 
the route toward the Studios at 
Bristol. 

“Enjoy a beautiful drive through 
the mountains and the incredible 
range of artistic talent in our area,” 
organizers stated. “Local artists 
will welcome you into their home 
studios and galleries, where they 
will answer questions, share tech-
niques, perform demonstrations, 
and showcase a variety of works 
available for purchase.”

The Silver Thread Studio Tour 
will have 18 participating artists 
this year. The offerings include fi-
ber arts, ceramics, wood, photogra-
phy, jewelry, paintings, sculptures, 

and fused glass. Many of the 
artists have national and 

international recogni-
tion in their respec-
tive fields. 

Map brochures will 
be available at the 
Chamber of Com-
merce in Creede, 
and at The Studios at 
Bristol. You may also 
view and print the 
map brochure from 
the CAC website at 
www.creedeartscoun-

cil.com.
Watch for the bright red and yel-

low signs, banners and windsocks 
that will guide your way from stop 
to stop. There is no charge for this 
event, and all are welcome during 
these hours, without reservations. 
All the studios and galleries will be 
following state COVID guidelines 
and protocols.

For more information, contact 
the CAC office at creedearts@
outlook.com.

Artists open studios for 
Silver Thread Studio 

Tour on Aug. 14

Discover the world of 

and fused glass. Many of the 
artists have national and 

Farmer’s market 
each Saturday in 

Alamosa
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

Farmers’ Market welcomes locals 
and visitors to downtown Alamosa, 
Saturdays at the corner of 6th and 
State for the 2021 market season. 

Mask wearing is encouraged, and 
vendors will be distanced again 
this season. Organizers encourage 
immune-compromised customers 
to shop early in the day and avoid 
the peak hours from 10 a.m. to noon 
to shop. 

Vendors will be selling regional 
farm fresh food products, other 
food stuffs, hand-crafted items 
each week. Kids activities will be 
to-go items with all the directions 
and supplies.

The Market accepts debit and 
credit cards, SNAP, Double Up 
Food Bucks, WIC vouchers, and 
cash. Bring bills smaller than $20 
for the convenience of the vendors. 

For more information, see www.
alamosafarmersmarket.org or the 
Farmers’ Market tent on Saturdays.
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(970) 330-1584

“Helping good kids 
become good drivers.”

Manager position and/or part time 
position at Anshor Driving School.

In need of a motivated individual for performing drive tests 
and driving instruction behind-the-wheel/classroom and 
managing scheduling. Call 719-480-0027 and send resume to 
anshordrivingdn@gmail.com

Mountain View Manor
311 Washington, Monte Vista

719-852-5778

Safe, Secure, Affordable Senior Citizen Housing

1 Bedroom Fully Contained Apartments
Utilities Included • Close to Downtown

Independent Living • Income-Based Rent

Borderlands Tribute to benefit 
Wildwood Sounds in Del Norte

STAFF REPORT

DEL NORTE — Over a dozen 
Americana music artists from mul-
tiple states will be showcased in 
Del Norte’s upcoming Borderlands 
Tribute 2021 Americana Music 
Showcase on Friday, Aug. 13 and 
Sunday, Aug. 15. 

Friday’s 7 to 10 p.m. concert at 
Wildwood Sounds Concert Venue 
Back Porch will feature Steve Brooks 
of Austin, Texas. Brooks is a song-
writer, storyteller, speaker, and 
award-winning punster that has ap-
peared in Alamosa previously.

Friday’s concert also features 
Sharon Walker, Darrin Kobetich, 
Lisa Byrn, Bob “Zin Bubba” Wil-

liford, Ruben Dominguez, and Eric 
Sommer. 

Sunday’s headline act is Sweet 
Magic, a quartette of San Luis Val-
ley artists whose music combines 
flamenco, tight vocals and original 
writing in a magical delivery. 

Sunday’s show also features the 
duos McLeod Nine, The Whitmores, 
and Howe2 for a lively brunch-time 
concert, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Food 
will be provided at the Sunday con-
cert by Del Norte’s new Rabbitbrush 
Catering, a sponsor of Borderlands 
Tribute.

Proceeds benefit  Wildwood 
Sounds House Concerts. Suggested 
donation is $15 for each concert. 

Sunday brunch plates are $12. Bev-
erages available at each concert by 
donation. Wildwood Sounds Concert 
Venue is located at 850 Grand Ave., 
Del Norte.

South Fork 
Mushroom 

Foray is 
Aug. 6-7

Courtesy photo

The South Fork Friends Foundation is getting ready for another yard 
sale to take place in the old Hungry Logger building the first weekend 
of August. All proceeds from this event will go toward local projects.

SUBMITTED ARTICLE 
SOUTH FORK — The South 

Fork Friends Foundation has been 
busy since early June preparing and 
receiving donated items for its Aug. 
6-7 “Light Up South Fork Sale.”

“We have a huge building full of 
things you don’t want to miss, thanks 
to the generosity of our Friends and 
residents of South Fork and sur-
rounding areas,” organizers stated.

The sale begins at 7 a.m. on Fri-
day, Aug. 6, and continues at 7 a.m. 
on Saturday, Aug. 7, and goes until 
4 p.m. each day. Most items are only 
$1 unless otherwise priced.  

The location is next to the Moun-
tain Pizza and Taproom, in the old 
Hungry Logger building. The pro-
ceeds from this sale will be used to 
help pay for Colorado Christmas 
Lights, a professional lighting 

Light up South Fork Garage Sale is Aug. 6-7
service, that lights up Vail, Aspen, 
Breckenridge, and many other Colo-
rado towns. They will be putting 
new lights in the trees at the Visitor 
Center. The annual Yuletide celebra-
tion has been a signature event of 
the South Fork Friends Foundation 
since the first celebration in �017.  

SFFF has supported numerous 
projects and events in South Fork 
for years with many more in the 
planning stages. The Friends, with 
help from Rio Grande County Com-
missioners, repaved the pickleball 
court where people play all through 
the season — Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday, from 9-11 a.m. If 
you haven’t already seen the new 
Big Bear at the Community Center, 
check it out the next time in SF. He 
will be placed on his permanent 
stand soon welcoming all to the 

Community Center, where you can 
enjoy the newly purchased tables 
and chairs for the Center at a cost 
of $20,000. This past winter saw ice 
skaters enjoying the larger ice rink 
and heated skate shack, all thanks to 
the SFFF, the Town of South Fork, 
and supporters.  

Tell your friends and neighbors, 
better yet, gather them up and come 
on to our sale in South Fork, dine at 
fabulous restaurants and check out 
the shops at the confluence of our 
mighty waters.  

For more information about what 
the South Fork Friends Foundation 
is all about, check out our Facebook 
page or visit the website, www.
friendsofsouthfork.com. Do you 
have questions? Send us an email 
to info@friendsofsouthfork.com, we 
would love to hear from you!

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Riding in 
on the wheels of a very successful 
Cinco de Mayo Cultural Celebra-
tion, the OptiMystics Citizen’s 
Action Network is planning its 
next fundraising event — the 
South-Central Colorado Micro 
Brew Fest and Car Show. 

It is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, Aug. 21 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. in Chapman Park, 300 
W. Prospect Ave., in Monte Vista. 

People who enjoy craft beer, 
classic cars, music, shopping, 
eating and more are 
encouraged to at-
tend. Activities 
for the day, in-
clude tasting por-
tions from a variety 
of microbrewer-
ies from around 
the state. People 
will have the oppor-
tunity to purchase 
their favorite from 
the tastings.

There will be live music, local 
vendors, food trucks, games and 
activities, and more.

Coupled with the Brew Fest, 
the Poor Boys Car Club will be 
hosting its 10th Annual Classic 
Car Show.

“The OptiMystics are proud to 
be partnering with the Poor Boys 
Car Club for this exciting one-day 
event,” organizers stated. 

The platinum sponsor for this 
event is Rio Grande Bank. 

“Special thanks to CEO Shon 
Davis and his dedicated staff for 
supporting the efforts of The Opti-
Mystics CAN,” organizers stated. 

Other sponsors currently in-
clude the Sandhill Inn & Suites, 
SLVoices and San Luis Valley 
Broadcasting.

The Brew Fest and Car Show 
are just one of the events hap-
pening throughout Monte Vista 
that weekend. Visitors can visit 

the weekly Farmers Market, 
3rd Fridays Art Walk, 

the Native American 
Artist Fair on Fri-
day, Saturday, and 
Sunday, and the 
Amish Schools 
%enefit Dinner.

Transportation 
between Chap-

man Park and Down-
town will be avail-
able at a nominal fee. 

To find out more, become 
a sponsor, a vendor, or to donate, 
contact the OptiMystics CAN at 
optimysticscag@gmail.com or 
call 719-239-1811.

The OptiMystics Citizen Action 
Network was organized to support 
groups and individuals creating 
businesses, as well as fostering 
economic development through 
social and cultural events and 
other activities.

South-Central Colorado 
Micro Brew Fest and Car 

Show is Aug. 21

eating and more are 
encouraged to at
tend. Activities 

clude tasting por
tions from a variety 

will have the oppor
tunity to purchase 
their favorite from 

the weekly Farmers Market, 
3rd Fridays Art Walk, 

the Native American 
Artist Fair on Fri

between Chap
man Park and Down
town will be avail
able at a nominal fee. 

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

SOUTH FORK — This year’s 
South Fork Mushroom Foray will 
be held on Aug. 6 and 7. The same 
agenda is planned for both days, so 
adventurers need only to sign up 
for one day or the other. However, 
people are more than welcome to 
participate on both days.

Both days start at 8:30 a.m., with 
an introduction at South Fork Visi-
tor Center that includes quick tips 
regarding the proper way to identify 
and collect mushrooms.

The group will then travel to a 
designated area to look for and col-
lect mushroom species. Once the 
mushrooms have been collected, 
the participants will go back to the 
Visitor Center for identification and 
discussion.

The registration fee for this event 
is $20 per person, per day or $35 
for both days. Space is limited to 
a maximum of 30 people each day. 

Adventurers are advised to bring 
water, rain gear, sack lunch, small 
paper bags or napkins to separate 
specimens, hat, spade or knife, cam-
era, notepad, and pen. And people 
can also bring a mushroom guide, 
whistle, sunblock, gloves, hand 
wipes, walking stick, sunglasses, 
and GPS.

To register, call the South Fork 
Visitor Center at 719-873-5512 or 
email vcdiretor@southfork.org.

Health Tip -

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC (719) 849-8091

Intermittent 
Fasting or Time 
Restrictive 
Eating
12 to 16 hours without 
eating allows the digestive 
tract to clean house.

Happy Gut!!!
3  hours before bed, 8 hours 
of sleep ( if lucky), 1 hour 
a�er getting up

$7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“This is the best restaurant 
in South Fork. I come here 

every year and the tap 
wall is the coolest. Great 

customer service too.”
~ Wade F.,  Google reviews

All summer Enjoy Music on �ursday 
5:30-8:30 p.m. by DJ Marcus.

Come Try Out New Pagosa Cheese 
Steak Sub and our New Pizzas!

Buffet - Wednesdays & Sundays only from 11a.m.-
9 p.m. (includes all you can eat, drink, salad and dessert ) 

 BUFFET WEEK! August 16-20 • 11 a.m-9 p.m.
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719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

Skyview Potatoes

THANK YOU FARMWORKERS!
For more information please contact Augusto Basterrechea at augusto.basterrechea@state.co.us

At Stone’s we’ve always been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres • 719-754-3453

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most 
innovative brands to bring the latest technology 

and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating 
solutions to keeping local growers sustainable. 

For over 60 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been 
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application, 
equipment and planning needed to help your crops 
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest. 
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance 

your success, the coffee is always on.

Support Farmworkers

BY MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
weather continues to affect agricul-
ture in both positive and negative 
ways in the San Luis Valley and 
Colorado this year.

According to the USDA report on 
crop progress for the week of July 
25, “In the San Luis Valley, heavy 
precipitation and flooding was noted. 
County reports mentioned no crop 
damage from flooding was noted, 
but some rangeland showed marginal 
damage and was expected to recover. 
Isolated hail and rain were enough to 
delay hay harvest.”

Also, according to the USDA, a 
positive result of the storms is that 
the amount of rainfall has been suf-
ficient to maintain the necessary soil 
moisture in the topsoil and subsoil 
in potato, alfalfa and grain fields.

In 2020, per the USDA, the soil 
moisture in the San Luis Valley was 
short for most of the year, which 
dictated a necessary increased reli-
ance on irrigation in 2020 to maintain 
optimal crop growth.

According to the Colorado Po-
tato Committee Market Report, “the 

shipments for Monday, July 26, 
2021, were 134 loads. There were 
134 trucks and 0 rail from the ship-
ments, 50 were bulk loads, of which 
0 were seed.

• July 2021 loads (to date): 2,049
• July 2020 loads (to date): 1,530
The market report shows an in-

crease in potato shipments as com-
pared to last year. This year, 42 
percent of the San Luis Valley potato 
fields were in good condition with 30 
percent of pasture and range in good 
condition. 

With the unusually strong storms 
creating flash flooding and hail 
throughout Saguache County and 
the San Luis Valley at large, it was 
expected that there would be damage 
to some crops.

However, that has not been seen 
except in some rangeland areas and 
in some delays harvesting alfalfa 
fields.

Many areas in Colorado are still 
experiencing drought conditions and 
extreme heat which has led to a loss 
of crops and livestock. Luckily, the 
San Luis Valley has avoided these 
types of issues so far this year.

Photo Mechel Meek

The rain across the San Luis Valley this summer has been mostly beneficial to local agriculture, according 
to the USDA.

USDA: Rain in SLV benefitting 
San Luis Valley agriculture

CRT’s Young Audience Tour 
hitting the road this fall

STAFF REPORT

CREEDE — Now in its 38th 
season, the Young Audience Out-
reach Tour’s mission is to bring 
high quality musical theatre to rural 
and underserved communities. This 
Creede Reper-
tory Theatre pro-
gram annually 
produces an orig-
inal children’s 
show for students 
in grades K-6 
grade that tours 
throughout the 
Southwest, serv-
ing over 37,000 
young people.

With a strong 
a n t i - b u l l y i n g 
message, the Fall tour encourages 
students to be “upstanders” rather 
than “bystanders” through an original 
bilingual musical. The Young Audi-
ence Outreach Tour is geared for 
students in grades K-6, in alignment 
with National Core Arts Standards, 
a musical that empowers and moti-
vates action, and is full of audience 
participation.

Productions last approximately 
50 minutes and can be performed in 
a multi-purpose room, a theatre, or 
gym. The actors will interact directly 
with the students throughout the 
show. It is a highly energetic hour of 
learning and entertainment.

Schools throughout the south-

western part of the US have enjoyed 
several years of this growing pro-
duction and many have raved about 
the experience including local 
schools here in the San Luis Val-
ley. This year’s production is “El 

G u a y a b o / T h e 
G u a v a  Tr e e ” 
with the book 
and lyr ics  by 
Diana Grisanti, 
music by Emil-
i ano  Mess iez 
and directed by 
Ismael Lara.

According to 
the play’s de-
scription, “Emil-
iano is all grown 
up now, but he 

has a story to share about the hardest 
year of his life: the third grade. This 
was the year Emiliano moved from 
Mexico to Colorado — from one tiny 
mountain town to another — uproot-
ing everything he had ever loved. ‘El 
Guayabo/The Guava Tree’ is a story 
of displacement and resilience, of 
thinking back on the bullies who hurt 
us and the friends who saved us.”

Be on the lookout for schedules at 
local schools throughout the Valley 
and beyond. For more information, 
visit www.creederep.org or contact 
Brittni Shambaugh Addison, Educa-
tion Director, by email at brittni@
creederep.com or by calling 719-658 
-2540 Ext: 227.
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Brown steps up to ‘rebuild’ CSU Extension
STAFF REPORT

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Long-time Ala-
mosa resident Larry Brown in May accepted 
the “challenging” job of “rebuilding” the 
CSU Extension Service program in the San 
Luis Valley.

“The San Luis Valley Extension Service 
is not a lost cause,” said Brown, “it is a just 
cause! Look around our communities and it 
is hard not to see a mess. I believe now more 
than ever we need the positive influence of 
Extension.”

Believing in Extension is believing in the 
empowerment of continual life learning, 
that any person at any age who continues 
to learn is much more likely to be healthier, 
happier, more prosperous, and contribute 
more positively to their community, accord-
ing to Brown.

“In Extension, everything we do fosters 
healthier kids and families, more prosper-
ous farms, ranches and businesses, and 

stronger, more resilient communities with 
more pride,” said Brown.

Brown moved to the Valley in 1986 serv-
ing as the CSU Extension Livestock Agent 
for the San Luis Valley Area, a position he 
held for almost 9 years.

Raised on a family crop and livestock 
farm in southern New Mexico, he is also a 
third-generation Extension agent. 

“I’ve got Extension in my DNA,” said 
Brown jokingly. “And because of my gen-
erational experience with Extension, I know 
better than most just how powerfully Exten-
sion educational programs can contribute to 
the health and prosperity of a community. 
Beginning with our flagship 4-H youth pro-
gram and continuing with farm, ranch, and 
business management, family health, nutri-
tion, and finances, and community develop-
ment, the potential value of the Extension 
model of learning from experience is huge.”

Because he also had the desire to be in 

business for himself, he resigned as the 
livestock agent in May of 1995 and has been 
self-employed since.

Brown has served on the Extension ad-
visory committee for the past four years 
and reports that despite a genuine effort by 
good people on staff and on the committee, 
the program has lost funding, lost agent 
positions, and as a result, lost effectiveness.

“It is hanging on by a thread. In our own 
business we’ve had successes and failures,” 
said Brown. “What I’ve learned from both 
is what has prepared me to step up and 
lead this very challenging mission. With a 
dedicated, skeleton staff, and with help from 
the community, we will rebuild Extension, 
creating great service and value for the Val-
ley community, and restoring it to the highly 
respected organization it can be.”

Brown added that Extension is “here to 
serve you. And to serve you well and suc-
cessfully rebuild, we need your help. Let 

us know your needs, ideas, suggestions and 
requests.”

To reach Brown or to learn more about 
CSU Extension Service programs, call 
719-852-7381.

STAFF REPORT

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Mor-
gan Young is the new Colorado 
State University Extension 4-H 
Agent in the San Luis Valley Area.

Young is a sixth-generation 
cattle rancher. She grew up in 
Fruita, where she was involved 
in 4-H as well as FFA, and played 
softball, before earning her as-
sociates degree at Lamar Com-
munity College and her bachelor’s 
degree in animal science and her 
master’s in agricultural commu-

Young is new CSU Extension 4-H Agent in SLV
nication and media from West 
Texas University. She wrote her 
master’s thesis on the Beef Qual-
ity Assurance program.

After college she interned with 
the Mesa County 4-H program.

“I realized that I wanted to work 
with the 4-H program and show 
kids what I loved growing up,” 
Young said.

So, she became the 4-H Youth 
Development and Family Con-
sumer Science CSU Extension 
Agent in Chaffee County where 
she has been for the last two years. 
She grew the 4-H program there 
even in a year with COVID-19 
with the help of her leaders and 
members. 

“When the job became available 
here in the San Luis Valley, I knew 
it was meant for me,” Young said. 
“I felt a calling to come here, and 
it all fell into place. I’ve been 
here less than three weeks, but so 
far, I really love it here. I’m still 
learning each county within the 
San Luis Valley as to their needs 
from me and what they want from 
the 4-H program.”

Young said she would like to 
encourage the participation in 

the 4-H program either as a 4-H 
member or volunteer because 4-H 
is so much more than just 
“cows and plows.” 

She wants to offer 
an opportunity to all 
youth within the San 
Luis Valley to recog-
nize their potential 
whether it is in animal 
projects, leadership, or 
“indoor” projects such as 
cake decorating, model rocketry, 
just to name a few. 

There are many leadership re-
treats that youth can participate 
in as well. Her passions lie with 
giving youth the tools they need 
to be responsible and respectful, 

leaders within their communities. 
She believes in creating pro-

graming that is unique to 
each of  the different 

cultures and commu-
nities in the San Luis 
Valley. With so many 
chi ldren s t ruggl ing 
to reach their full po-
tential, 4-H believes 

that young people, in 
partnership with adults, 

can play a key role in creating a 
more promising and equitable fu-
ture for youth, families and com-
munities across the country. 4-H 
believes every child should have 
an equal opportunity to succeed. 
They believe every child should 

have the skills they need to make 
a difference in the world.  

“I want them to have all the 
tools they need for their future,” 
Young said.

When she isn’t working, Young 
is a country girl at heart and loves 
being outdoors hiking, hunting 
and fishing.

She likes working with cattle, 
snow and water skiing, spending 
time with her family and working 
with her dog Sage. 

To learn more about how you 
can get involved, visit www.4-h.
org/ or www.colorado4H.org or 
call the San Luis Valley Area 
Colorado State University Exten-
sion Office at 719-852-7381.

Morgan Young

Larry Brown
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Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-0299

* Committed to Quality & Service

Justin Pepper - President
(719) 850-0126 Cell
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1403 TREMONT AVE.

ALAMOSA, CO 81101

 16555 State Hwy. 136

LA JARA, CO 81140

OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVING THE SAN LUIS VALLEY

Free Estimates � Special Orders
We Deliver � Job Site Forklift Delivery

lajaratradingpost.com

Check Our Alfalfa Prices before you buy

Round Up Ready Alfalfa Available

alamosabuildingsupply.com

L Hunting & Fishing Licenses
L Tackle & Supplies  L Propane Fill Station

La Jara OnlyAlamosa Only

Your Hometown Lumber Yard and Hardware Stores

� Baling Twine
� Terra Nova 

Radish
• Pacific Gold 

Mustard
� Sordan 79
� Super Sugar

� Turnips
� Buckwheat
� Vetch
� Millet
� Peas
� Oats
� Clover

� Pasture Mixes
� Winter Rye
� Alfalfa
� Wheat
� Barley
� Winfred
� Winter Triticale

When it’s time to purchase seed for your farm or ranch, consider 
this, Rio Grande Seed & Grain has the largest inventory 

and best selection of seed available in the San Luis Valley. 
Need a custom mix? No problem, just ask. We also offer a Full 

Line of Ranchway Feeds, Minerals and Tubs.

Partial list of seed available now!!! If you need seed 
not listed below, call us & we’ll order it for you.

719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling • Brett Hemmerling

Proud Sponsor of the SLV Fair

San Luis Valley Fair Schedule August
7-14, 2021

Saturday, August 7, 2021
8 a.m.-Noon Set Up – *Horse exhibitors please see the fair 

book for horse specific set up times*

10-11 a.m. Mandatory Livestock Exhibitors’ Meeting

11 a.m.-Noon Horse Exhibitors’ Test

5 p.m. Ranch Rodeo

Sunday, August 8, 2021
SOFTBALL FIELDS

8-9 a.m. 4-H Dog Check In

9 a.m. 4-H Dog Show

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

2 p.m. Dairy Goat Judging Followed by Milking

Competition

6 p.m. Mike Kelley Memorial Open Barrow Show

MCMULLEN BUILDING

11-1 p.m. Dairy Goat Check In

Breeding Livestock Check In

Barrows For Barrow Show Check In

INDOOR BUILDING

6-8 p.m. Open Class Check in

Monday, August 9, 2021
INDOOR BUILDING

7:30-9:30 a.m. Open Class Check in

8-11 a.m. 4-H/FFA Project Check In

9 a.m.-2 p.m. 4-H/FFA Project Judging

10 a.m.- 12 p.m. Open Class Judging

ARENA

8-8:30 a.m. Horse Check In

9 a.m. 4-H Horse Show

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

9 a.m. Breeding Beef Show/ Dairy Calf

1 p.m. Breeding Sheep Show

3 p.m. Production Meat Goat Show

5 p.m. Breeding Swine Show

5:30 p.m. Swine Showmanship

MCMULLEN BUILDING

7-11 a.m. Poultry Check In

9-11 a.m. Market Swine Check in/Weigh in

BREEDING STOCK MUST CHECK OUT BY 9 PM

Tuesday, August 10, 2021
INDOOR BUILDING

10 a.m.- Noon 4-H Fashion Revue

7:30 p.m. 4-H Fashion Show

ARENA

8-8:30 a.m. Horse Check In

9 a.m. 4-H Working Ranch Horse Show

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

5:30 p.m. Market Swine Show

MCMULLEN BUILDING

8-10 a.m. Market Lamb Weigh in/ Check in

10 a.m.- 12 p.m. Market Goat Weigh in/ Check in

1-3 p.m. Market Beef Check in

9 a.m. Poultry Show/ Release birds

1 p.m. Rabbits check in

Wednesday, August 11, 2021
ARENA

8 a.m. 4-H Gymkhana

The Horse Awards Ceremony will be held after completion of 

the Gymkhana & Clean Up in the Arena

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

2 p.m. Market Goat Show Followed by Market Goat 

Showmanship

5 p.m. Market Lamb Show Followed by Lamb 

Showmanship

MCMULLEN BUILDING

10 a.m. Rabbit show

INDOOR BUILDING

8:30 p.m. Community movie Night (if possible)

Thursday, August 12, 2021
LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

9 a.m. Market Beef Show followed by Market Beef 

Showmanship

3 p.m. Round Robin

OUTDOOR

7 p.m. Goat Roping

RELEASE OF NON-SALE ANIMALS MAY BEGIN AFTER LAST 

SHOW. NON-SALE ANIMALS MUST BE OUT OF MCMULLEN 

BUILDING BY 6 p.m. Thursday August 12, 2021

Friday, August 13, 2021
MCMULLEN BUILDING

4 p.m. Sale birds back in pens

LIVESTOCK PAVILLION

8 a.m. Blue and Gold showmanship

6 p.m. SLV Fair Junior Livestock Auction

INDOOR BUILDING

Street Dance immediately following the Sale

Saturday, August 14, 2021
8 a.m. Tear Down/Clean up

INDOOR BUILDING

8-10 a.m. Indoor projects picked up that did not make 

state fair
*Schedule subject to change
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719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

Skyview Potatoes

WWW.USTRACTOR.COM

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
701 West Avenue

Alamosa, CO 81101
(719) 589-4962

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
1345 North Hwy 285

Monte Vista, CO 811 44
(719) 852-5928

U. S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
3025 West Victory Way

Craig, CO 81625
(970) 824- 6163

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
1984 HWY 6 & 50
Fruita CO 81521
(970) 241-5566

U.S. TRACTOR & HARVEST, INC.
4766 N Townsend Ave
Montrose, CO 81401

(970) 249-4990

8R 250

BY MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA — “I’ve been 
farming since I was about 12 
years old, I remember knee-high 
boots,  and irrigating with no 
sprinklers. I also remember many 
Ski-Hi  Stampede rodeos and 
parades,” eighty-one-year-old 
farmer Billy Dean Claunch said 
with a smile, as he reminisced 
about his past experiences with 
farming and the Ski-Hi Stampede 
in Monte Vista.

A prominent farmer in the San 
Luis Valley since 1967, Claunch 
and his wife, Shirley, have been 
farming in the Valley for as long as 
they have been together, nearly 55 
years. The Claunch family origi-
nates from Oklahoma and moved 
here in the early 1900’s.  

Billy Dean and Shirley own 
and operate their farm — Bar 32 
Ranches LLC — on 320 acres. The 
Claunch’s farm hay, and grain, and 
they also raise hogs. 

Billy Dean said that “so far, the 
2021 farming season is going very 
well.”

The couple agrees that their farm 
could use more rain though.

“They would have welcomed 
rain for their hay, and just bailed it 
for their animals,” Billy Dean said. 

Billy Dean said his farm was not 
really affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic last year, and the only 
thing they really noticed from this 
year to last year, was the shortage 
of flour and sugar. 

Billy Dean said, “that there are 
a lot of people who don’t really 

Local farmer talks about this year’s growing season

know what farmers do and how 
much responsibility farmers have 
in bringing staples to the table.” 

The Claunch family is well 
known for their farming, and 
known, for often being a part of 
the Ski-Hi Stampede’s annual 
celebration. The Claunchs have 
appeared in many rodeos and pa-
rades. Shilrey was well recognized 
in the rodeos for running barrels.

Billy Dean and Shirley are the 
grandparents of the late Dusty 
Claunch, who was a well-known 
crop duster in the San Luis Valley. 
He lost his life in a tragic airplane 
crash in 2016.  

Keri Rogers, granddaughter of 
Billy and Shirley, was present 
when her grandfather, was talking 
about his years as a farmer, and 
about the Ski-Hi Stampede.

“The last time the Claunch fam-
ily was all in a parade together was 
when Dusty passed away in 2016. 
I remember it being Dusty’s idea 
for all of us to ride horses and be 
in the parade together that year,” 
Rogers said. 

When asked what his favorite 
thing about farming is, Billy Dean 
said, “I guess I like being my own 
boss.”

Claunch’s wife stated that her 
husband’s favorite motto is “don’t 
put off until tomorrow, what you 
can do today.”

Granddaughter Keri Claunch 
said his age does not slow him 
down one bit.

“Claunch roped calves until he 
was 73 years old and is still going 
strong at 81, with his wife and his 
farm,” Keri Claunch said. Photos by Marie Mccolm

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — While 
reading through the San Juan Prospec-
tor from 1874 when Rio Grande Coun-
ty was on the brink of being designated 
a county, one can see how and why the 
San Luis Valley was homesteaded even 
from the very beginning. 

In one passage it reads, “There is 
4,000 square miles of prime land, prob-
ably, most definitely more. Cattle and 
sheep herds prosper here. Oats, barley, 
wheat, potatoes, and other vegetables 
do well, and the soil is rich and has high 
yields. Water is pure and drinkable with 
no alkali at 14 to 16 feet. There is an 

A brief history of agriculture and water in the Valley
abundance of timber pine, spruce, fur 
and cottonwood. It is untouched land of 
natural resources that bogles the mind 
and stirs the spirit.” 

Articles such as this follow a long 
and endearing history of the San 
Luis Valley which was, at one time, 
the place that was “up and coming”. 
People boast about the beauty here 
and the unique landscape that offered 
so many rich resources from water to 
agriculture to minerals like silver and 
gold as well as the abundance of trees 
and wildlife, enough to sustain a large 
population which slowly made its way 
from Pueblo and the front range to this 

wide Valley and called it home and 
many still do.

The Valley has long been known 
as one of the top producing valleys in 
Colorado for crops such as potatoes, 
sugar beets, oats and more. Through 
the years, the crops have changed with 
the conditions, but other crops have 
come in to replace those no longer 
being sown. Communities sprang up 
along the Rio Grande and from that 
irrigation was formed and traveled to 
the farmlands that exist today. 

In a paper printed in 1937 the author 
states, “San Luis Valley not only ranks 
first among counties of Colorado in 
potato production but is one of the lead-
ing potato producing counties in the 
United States. Total carlot shipments of 

potatoes from the 1936 crop exceeded 
7,000 cars, which were marketed at an 
average price to farmers of approxi-
mately $1.60 per hundredweight, mak-
ing a total valuation of more than four 
million dollars distributed among 83 
per cent of the 730 farms upon which 
potatoes are produced on a commercial 
scale in the Valley.”

It is easy to see how much has 
changed over the years including the 
water that has flowed from the head-
waters of the Rio Grande and down 
through the Valley. In another article 
printed in 1935 it states, “The Rio 
Grande Canal provides irrigation water 
for 125, 000 acres of the most produc-
tive land in the entire United States. At 
one time, this was the largest irrigation 

canal in the world and is now exceeded 
only by several English and American 
government-constructed projects. The 
system includes over 150 miles of main 
canal and laterals, without a single cut, 
fill or flume. The canal diverts 1,700 
cubic feet of water per second of time 
and provides the cheapest water right 
known. Actual cost of water to water 
users under this canal in 1935 was five 
cents per acre foot of water, or 10 cents 
per acre of land.”

The cost of water and potato crops 
is significantly different in this day and 
the way agriculture is handled but one 
thing remains the same and that is there 
is passion and beauty in the everyday 
life here in the Valley and it comes from 
the echoes of our past. 

File photo
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James Cooley 4469 N. CR 108 • Mosca

Dirt Work
Site Preparation
Sewer & Water Lines
Gravel Products
Demolition
Hauling

Bus.: (719) 378-2352

Res.: (719) 378-2520

Cell: (719) 588-2406

Fax: (719) 378-2530

At Stone’s we’ve always been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres • 719-754-3453

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most 
innovative brands to bring the latest technology 

and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating 
solutions to keeping local growers sustainable. 

For over 60 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been 
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application, 
equipment and planning needed to help your crops 
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest. 
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance 

your success, the coffee is always on.

Rio Grande 
Bentonite 

(719) 580-6652

Attention 
Farmers and 

Ranchers:
Seal your leaking livestock 
tanks, ponds & reservoirs 

with bentonite.

Summer Sale
10% OFF

BY MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
future of organic agriculture in the 
San Luis Valley has yet to be decided. 
Thanks to the warm sunny days and 
cool nights, the Valley has near-perfect 
weather for growing organic crops. 

The cool nights help control the pest 
population and control weeds without 
the need to apply pesticides or herbi-
cides. The warm days have plentiful 
sunshine, which creates a natural 
system of fertility for the plants.

While the growing season is shorter 
than many areas of the country, most 
crops grown here have been selected 
and bred to take advantage of the 
unique climate and high elevation. 
This is especially true of potato and 
barley crops. 

The San Luis Valley is home to 
over 55,000 acres of potato fields with 
around 15,000 of these acres entered 
for certification each year. 

According to the Colorado Certi-
fied Potato Growers Association, 
“Growers routinely produce in excess 
of 125 different cultivars of potatoes 
as seed.”

Barley production in the Valley is 
more than four times the production 
in the rest of Colorado, with the Valley 
planting over 54,000 acres of barley 
each year. 

With these types of production 

Organic potato, barley and alfalfa fields in the San Luis Valley. Photos by Mechel Meek

Organic farming slow to take hold in Valley
numbers, you would expect that the 
Valley would have a large amount of 
organic farms. The consumer demand 
for organic produce and organically 
produced goods continues to show 
double-digit growth nationwide, ac-
cording to the USDA this year.

While demand is skyrocketing, the 
amount of organic farming has not 
kept pace with this demand. 

The number of certified organic 
farms in Saguache County number 
at 15, organic animal product farms 
number at three, with one organic 
nursery providing starts.

Organic farms must adhere to spe-
cific criteria and farming principles 
in order to receive the coveted USDA 
Organic certification. The certified 
organic farms must use crop rotation 
to create the correct nutrient environ-
ment to improve the soil. 

Alfalfa is used to impart nitrogen 
to the soil, so that other high-income 
organics can be planted in rotation, 
such as potatoes and barley. 

While alfalfa in a necessary part of 
the rotation, it also utilizes the most 
water. Since water is the hardest re-
source to acquire in the San Luis Val-
ley, it is a hotly debated topic among 
farmers and the general population. 
This differentiation of ideas can lead 
to conflict among the various stake-
holders in the farming communities. 

Mountain Valley Produce, a certi-
fied organic farm based in southwest 
Saguache County, specializes in 
organic alfalfa, barley, barley straw 
and several varieties of potatoes. 
The owner, Ernie Myers said, “I’m 
not sure how sustainable organic 
farming is going to be for the Valley. 
We need to be more creative in our 
management practices because here, 
everyone is sensitive to how much 
water is being used.”

Myers also explained that in order 
for organic farming to expand, new 
methods will need to be developed 
in order to replace the nitrogen in the 

soil. Specific technology and more 
manageable fertilizer will need to be 
developed in order to continue organic 
farming growth.

“Right now,” Myers explained, 
“alfalfa is what makes organic farm-
ing work, but this is not sustainable 
long term.”

195 N. Washington • P.O. Box 68 
Monte Vista  • (719)852-3505

America’s Alfalfa 
Pasture Grass Seed 

Turf Grass Seed 

Legumes 
Pasture Mixes 

We understand CREP mixes and 
have seed in stock to make them
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John L Braly 
General Manager 

office: (719)754-3858
fax: (719)466-2185

email: jlbraly@gmail.com

P.O. Box 730 
789 E. Second Street

Center, CO 81125

INDUSTRIAL
VENTILATION, INC.

Providing the Valley with 
Ventilation, Refrigeration & 

Post Harvest Chemical Needs

John Martinez, Regional Manager
1393 E. Hwy 160 • Monte Vista

Mobile (719) 588-2485

852-3921
2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. • Monte Vista

For all your Chemical, Fertilizer, 
Seed & Application Services.

BY JOANNA THOMPSON

By now, you’ve probably heard 
about the historic drought gripping the 
Western United States. Forecasts for 
wildfires, water shortages and bone-dry 
riverbeds abound. It’s a scary situation, 
both for those living in the region and 
for those who don’t.

Whether you live in the Southeast 
or the Northwest, you might have a 
few questions about this megadrought 
and its impacts. If so, you’re in luck 
— that’s what we’ll be breaking down 
today.

Let’s start with the basics.
What Is a Drought?
Though it may seem straightforward, 

it can be difficult to boil down to a 
simple definition — there’s no magic 
number, be it inches of rainfall or wa-
ter levels, that signals when a drought 
begins or ends.

“Drought can mean different things 
in different places,” says Stephanie 
McAfee, an applied climatologist at 
the University of Nevada, Reno. “It can 
actually even mean different things to 
different people in the same place.” But 
like many in her field, McAfee ascribes 
to a definition coined by the late climate 
researcher Kelly Redmond: Drought 
is “insufficient water to meet needs.”

By most accounts, the current drought 
in the Western United States has been 
ongoing since the early 2000s. While 
it might not be the longest drought the 
region has ever seen (one in the 1200s 
lasted more than a century), it’s one 
of the most severe. Water levels in the 
Colorado Basin and Lake Meadhave 
hit new lows; Las Vegas didn’t see rain 
for a record-breaking 240 days between 
April 20 and Dec. 17, 2020.

“It’s really dry,” says McAfee.
The ‘New Normal’?
The drought has gone on long 

enough that climatologists are consider-
ing new terminology for it. Some have 
proposed labeling it a “megadrought” 
to convey the scope of the situation. 
Others argue that the megadrought 
moniker still doesn’t do this event 
justice. “Something that we might be 
looking at is actually more like aridifi-
cation,” McAfee says.

Aridification occurs when a region 
becomes permanently dryer. In other 
words, it marks a shift in the baseline 
for the amount of water that is con-
sidered “normal.” As the effects of 
climate change play out, it seems that 
less rainfall in the Western U.S. might 
become the standard.

“I think it’s accurate to say that that 
area, at least statistically speaking, has 
been drying out,” says Curtis Riganti, 
an atmospheric scientist at the National 
Drought Mitigation Center at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska. “Connecting that 
to the dynamics of climate change I 
think makes sense.”

As they become increasingly com-
mon, you might be wondering: What 
are some of the dangers associated with 

Scientists warn western U.S. 
drought could be ‘new normal’

severe drought?
An Empty Lunchbox and a Full 

Tinderbox
One of the most obvious risks is 

wildfire. We saw a series of horrific and 
devastating fires along the West Coast 
in 2020, particularly in California. This 
year, some areas of the Golden State 
have received as little as 11 percent 
of their typical rainfall to date, which 
could spark even worse burns than last 
year as the summer progresses. “We’re 
already starting to see that crop up in 
some areas in June,” Riganti says.

Another concern is food production. 
Agriculture is incredibly important 
to the economies of many Western 
states, including California, Oregon, 
Washington and Arizona. Common 
crops in these states — like almonds, 
wheat, avocados and apples — require 
lots of water to grow well, which can 
lead to shortages of those crop in times 
of drought. That’s devastating to those 
states’ economies.

And then there’s ranching. With less 
rainfall in states like New Mexico, 
Nevada and Arizona, ordinarily lush 

grazing lands have suffered. “Ranch-
ers have to bring water and food 
into specific areas for their cattle,” 
says Erinanne Saffell, the assistant 
state climatologist of Arizona. It’s 
contributed to a worldwide deficit in 
livestock feed.

But it’s important to remember that 
drought isn’t just a West Coast thing, 
says Riganti. Other areas are in the 
midst of their own drought. “I’ve been 
getting reports of crops struggling in 
parts of the upper Midwest,” he says, 
“Northern Iowa, Minnesota, parts of 
Michigan, and then even up into parts 
of New England are all experiencing 
various levels of drought right now.”

And that means everyone across 
the U.S. can expect to feel the effects 
of Western drought as it continues to 
ripple across rest of the country. For 
example, last year California wildfire 
smoke made it as far east as New York 
City and Boston, and potentially even 
impacted air quality in the Netherlands. 
On the economic side, smaller crop 
yields out West would likely drive up 
produce prices nationwide.

Photo courtesy of Justin Sullivan via Getty Images

The tall bleached “bathtub ring” is visible on the rocky banks of 
Lake Powell at Reflection Canyon June 24, 2021, in Lake Powell, 
Utah. Lake Powell is currently at 34.56 percent of capacity, a his-
toric low. The lake stands at 138.91 feet below full pool and has 
dropped 44 feet in the past year. The Colorado River Basin supplies 
water to 40 million people in seven Western states.

The floodgates of the 
Berenda Reservoir in 
Chowchilla, California, 
were completely dry 
June 21, 2021. Almost 
three-fourths of the 
Western U.S. is gripped 
by drought so severe 
that it’ unlike anything 
recorded in the 20-
year history of the U.S. 
Drought Monitor.
Photo courtesy of Kyle Grillot/
Bloomberg via Getty Images
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Spending too much time and 
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Call Central Pump Company 
today to get a price on a new 

Reinke pivot.
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Repair Needs
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2573 S. County Road 6E • Monte Vista CO 81144

Ric Myers, Owner

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, LLC

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
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potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
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Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

BY ANNA GERBER

CSU Extension
SAN LUIS VALLEY — Dave Holm was destined to 

work with potatoes. He was raised on a potato farm in south-
east Idaho, where his dad and grandfather instilled in him a 
love of one of the world’s most important crops. The first in 
his family to go to college, he studied plant science during his 
undergraduate and graduate studies at the University of Idaho 
as he narrowed his focus to potato breeding and physiology.

“My career started when I was born,” Holm says. “My dad 
was a big supporter of education. I also had a good seventh-
grade science teacher who told us we needed to start thinking 
about what we wanted to do in life, and I knew what I wanted 
to do, generally, was to work with plants.”

This June, Holm retired after 43 years of service to Colo-
rado State University’s San Luis Valley Research Center and 
Department of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture. 
After graduating with a doctorate from the University of 
Minnesota in 1977, Holm and his wife, Vonda, packed a 
small trailer and moved to Colorado’s San Luis Valley, where 
the ideal climate and near-constant sunshine help make for 
what is now the second-largest fresh potato growing region 
in the United States.

Passion for potatoes
Holm’s passion for potatoes is driven by many childhood 

memories on his family farm, and his interest extends to 
the complexities of the tubers, as well as their nutritional 
properties.

“Potatoes have many specific health properties that we 
have discovered and enhanced over the years, and they offer 
a lot in terms of what consumers like,” said Holm. “They are 
generally easy to grow but can be challenging; grow in a lot 
of places around the world; and there is a lot of industry built 
up around potatoes, including growing, storage, marketing 
and processing into other foods.”

In 1978, Holm started at the SLVRC as an assistant pro-
fessor focused on physiology and potato management. He 
took over as project leader for the Colorado Potato Breeding 
and Selection Program in 1982, focusing on developing new 
potato cultivars through traditional hybridization methods. 
Holm served as superintendent of the research center from 
1983-1997, and was promoted to associate professor in 1992, 
and ultimately, full professor in 1996.

Under Holm’s leadership, 33 potato cultivars have been 
released by the breeding program, and he has cooperated 
with other universities and entities on the release of an ad-
ditional 21. His potato cultivars are well known and adopted 
by producers, and many have significantly reduced nitrogen 
and fungicide input requirements. His work grew to include 
plant variety protection on potato cultivars and developing 
more materials with resistance to Potato Virus Y, one of the 
most prevalent plant viruses affecting potato production.

Today, many of Holm’s cultivars are still doing well, 
though he has seen firsthand the ups and downs of the potato 
industry.

“We don’t know how the market is going to evolve over 
the years based on consumer preference, and sometimes there 
are conflicts with acceptance of the products we have devel-
oped. We try to optimize the probability of success,” Holm 
says. “The thing that gives me the most personal satisfaction 
is taking potatoes in various directions to meet the needs of 
the potato industry, and the impact that I have had on the ag 
industry in Colorado and around the world.”

Pioneering potato breeder 
Dave Holm retires

Impact on industry, San Luis Valley
Through his service to his profession and his community, 

Holm has made a significant impact on the San Luis Valley. 
For the past 26 years, he has been volunteering with the San 
Luis Valley Regional Science Fair, many years as the board 
president, and has served 25 years on the Colorado Science 
and Engineering Fair board of directors, including two years 
as president. He regularly guides kids with projects to the an-
nual SLVRSF and the CSEF at CSU in Fort Collins. He has 
also mentored local students at the research center, as well 
as graduate students and early career professionals. During 
that time, he and Vonda also raised two children, who also 
participated in the science fair and went on to study at CSU 
before starting careers and families of their own.

“Dr. Holm’s career impacts are remarkable in their signifi-
cance to the potato industry, the San Luis Valley community 
and Colorado State University,” said James Pritchett, dean 
of the College of Agricultural Sciences and director of the 
Colorado Agricultural Experiment Station. “Dave is the 
epitome of a land-grant scientist, weaving the discovery of 
knowledge, active engagement, and community service for 
everyone’s benefit. His selfless legacy is a testament for which 
we are all grateful.”

After more than four decades of working full time, Holm 
is looking forward to spending two weeks in Alaska this 
summer with his family before settling into a new routine. He 
will remain at the SLVRC in a part-time capacity to ensure 
a smooth transition and to mentor his successor. He hopes 
to continue mentoring graduate students and collaborating 
on regional projects related to evaluating potatoes, and to 
maintain relationships with people and industry connections 
around the world.

Holms said he will always have potatoes.
“When I was an undergraduate at the University of Idaho, I 

always enjoyed the rare treat of walking down the hall when 
the cooler door was open — the aroma and the smell of the 
potatoes was like going home,” he said. “When you work 
with a crop for so long, it just kind of gets in your blood.”

Dave Holm Courtesy photo
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Conserve San Luis Valley Water!
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Conservation District
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8805 Independence Way • Alamosa

With the current condition of our water supply, it is 
everyone’s responsibility to conserve & use it wisely! 

The life of our land depends upon it.

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Jim 
and Lisa Strang, owners of Green 
Acres Hemp Farm have been in 
business here in the San Luis Val-
ley for well over 10 years and have 
taken their products across the na-
tion as more and more consumers 
become customers. Throughout 
the years, Jim Strang and his wife 
have adapted to the many changes 
in federal laws and regulations and 
have somehow managed to navi-
gate it all on their road to success. 

This year, Green Acres Hemp 
Farm began their crop indoors, 
which as it turned out was the right 
decision as most of the southwest-
ern part of the US experienced a 
colder than normal spring with 
freezing temperatures occurring 
until late May.

“We grew indoors for the first 
part of the year and have just 
finished harvesting that crop. We 
planted our next crop outside about 
a month ago and our plants are just 
about a foot in height. I think we 
will have a great year so far,” said 
Jim Strang.

Strang has been hearing from 
customers that they are wanting to 
try a smokable hemp that has been 
making waves on the market for 
about two years now after gaining 
popularity, so Strang hit the books 
and learned what he could about 
the new strains. 

“We have been getting several 
requests for smokable hemp. Usu-
ally, it is either topical or edible 
and that is what we have always 
done. We decided to give it a shot 
this year and so far, things have 
turned out great,” said Jim Strang.

Jim Strang stated that their 
strains are high in CBDs and that 
he will start to offer his product 
once the test results come back 
from the state which ensure that 
the strains are low in THC.

“People are not smoking this to 
get high like you would off of a 
marijuana strain. The low THC in 
the hemp plant prevents that ef-
fect but those who have tried the 
smokable hemp say it is all day 
long pain relief for a wide variety 
of ailments. And I believe them,” 
said Jim Strang.

Courtesy photos

Green Acres Hemp Farm recently 
started their outdoor crop which 
consists of Black Jack and Boax 
strains used in their products. 
Owners Jim and Lisa Strang will 
also be adding four new smok-
able strains to their line of hemp 
products in coming weeks.

Green Acres Hemp farm 
offers new products

S t r a n g  h a s 
always prided 
himself in the 
fact that he pro-
vides top of the 
line hemp prod-
ucts to custom-
ers from around 
the US and even 
d i s c o u r a g e s 
those who come 
t o  h i m  w i t h 
doubts until he 
has gained their 
trust.

“ T h e r e  i s 
s o  m u c h  a w -
f u l  s t u f f  o u t 
t h e r e  o n  t h e 
market  today. 
I t’s  so impor-
t a n t  t o  k n o w 
y o u r  p r o v i d -
ers. Know the 
p e o p l e  f a r m -
ing  the  hemp 
for you because 
h o n e s t l y,  t h e 
fake stuff can 
get you pretty 
sick or it won’t 
work, and peo-
ple will give up on a really great 
opportunity for medicinal help,” 
Jim Strang said.

Once the Strangs gets results 
from the lab, Green Acres Hemp 
Farm will be offering six differ-
ent strains of the smokable hemp 
that contains about 14% of CBD 
per leaf.

“What we will be offering will 
be all buds, no seeds. Every person 
that has tried smokable hemp has 
reported a calming, relaxing pain 
relief that lasts all day and does 
not have the marijuana high and 
that is our goal. Our goal is to of-
fer pain relief with this product, 
and we will be offering deals on 
quantity once it hits our website,” 
said Jim Strang.

The Strangs will be offering 
Pineapple Destress, Cherry Wine, 
Mountain Mango, and Quick Kush 
which are all popular strains. 

For more information or to or-
der products and keep an eye out 
for the new smokable hemp, visit 
www.greenacreshempfarm.com.


