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Antonito Labor Day 
Festival is set for Sept. 4

ANTONITO — The Antonito 
Labor Day Festival is scheduled for 
Saturday, Sept. 4 in Antonito.

The festivities begin with a free 
pancake breakfast from 7 to 9 a.m. at 
the Antonito Town Hall site.

The site will also host entertainment 
throughout the day, including Salida 
Circus, the Flaming Obsidians, petting 
zoo, music and more. Youth activities 
will take place throughout the day.

The Labor Day Parade will be held 
at 10 a.m. on Main Street.

A meal or snacks can be purchased 
from local restaurants or visiting food 
vendors.

A community street dance featuring 
the band Indian Nickel will be held 
from 6 to 10 p.m. at the Antonito Water 

ark with a break for fireworks display 
at 8 p.m.

There will be a car show on Sunday, 
Sept. 5.

The festival is sponsored by Antonito 
Together and the Town of Antonito. For 
more information, contact Francine at 
719-580-8360, Theresa at 719-992-
8254 or Angela at 719-580-8175.

SOIL Sangre de 
Cristo ‘Celebration’ 

event is Sept. 21

VALLEY — On Sept. 21 SOIL 
Sangre de Cristo will be hosting an 
event to celebrate its heritage, the 
harvest and the benefits of investing 
in the community. Woody Tasch, 
the founder of the Slow Money 
Institute and SOIL model, will speak 
on the topics of his three books: 
investing locally and supporting local, 
regenerative agriculture.

SOIL Sangre de Cristo supports 
farmers, ranchers and other food 
producers in the region with 0% interest 
loans. Since its founding, SOIL Sangre 
de Cristo has loaned $20,000 to three 
farms and ranches in the region to 
support the local food economy and 
strengthen its resilience.

The next round of loan applications 
will be accepted in December of 2021. 
Members of the community become 
investors by building the revolving loan 
fund to support this effort. Farmers and 
food producers can join SOIL for $25 
annually. General memberships start 
at $250 per person and up, it includes 
a vote on loan distributions.

The mission of SOIL Sangre de 
Cristo is to unite the communities of 
South-Central Colorado through direct 
support for local farmers, ranchers 
and food producers, improving food 
security, improvement in soil carbon 
and health for all residents.

The event is from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 21, at the Poncha 
Springs Community Center.

Tasch will speak and sign his books 
“Slow Money, Investing as if Food, 
Farms and Fertility Mattered”; “SOIL, 
2017, Notes Towards the Theory 
and Practice of Nurture Capital” and 
“AHA”, his most recent book.

Visit online www.soilsangredecristo.
org to purchase tickets.

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — 
Rio Grande County Commissioners 
reapproved a contract that allows 
the Rio Grande County Sheriff’s 
Department to provide a School 
Resource Officer for Sargent School 

District during their meeting on 
Aug. 11. 

The School Resource Officer is an 
integral part of the rural school district 
and has been provided by the Rio 
Grande County Sheriff’s Department 
for several years. 

Rio Grande County Sheriff 
Don McDonald provided an 
intergovernmental agreement which 
stated, “The purpose of the Agreement 
is for the Rio Grande County 
Sheriff to assign a deputy sheriff to 
provide law enforcement services 

as a full-time School Resources 
Officer SRO  at the Sargent School. 
The deputy will work with school 
personnel in presenting alcohol and 
other drug preventative education 
programs; maintaining a safe campus 

Rio Grande County approves school 
resource officer contract

Please see UTGSD on Page 6A

BY MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE — The Saguache 
Board of County Commissioners 
met Tuesday, Aug. 24, to discuss a 
ballot question to be sent to voters 
to increase the marijuana retail and 
medical sales tax to 5% throughout 
Saguache County on top of the current 
state-collected sales tax.

This would be a county-wide sales 
tax on the sales of marijuana and the 
sales of retail marijuana products to 
be collected by any type of dispensary 
within the Saguache County limits. 

This tax will be used to fund new 
services, administration of marijuana 
businesses and miscellaneous county 
improvements. 

The Commissioners discussed 
the fine points of the ballot uestion 
including a problem with the 
document, where it was written that 
the county was going to collect the 
proposed tax however, the document 
was then amended to have the State 
of Colorado collect the new taxes.

“If the state does all that, why would 
we need to do that?” Commissioner 
Tom McCracken stated.

The cost of the addition of the 
question to the election ballot will be 
paid from the county’s general fund. 

If the marijuana is cultivated in 
Saguache County and sold in another 
county, Saguache County would not 
receive the money from the new sales 

tax allocation as it would only apply 
to retail sales taxes within the County 
by local dispensaries. 

The ballot question title was then 
discussed by the Commissioners. The 
title was agreed upon as, “County 
ballot issue on marijuana sales tax.”

According to the State of Colorado, 
counties can levy sales tax on both 
recreational and medical marijuana 
and it was agreed that this proposed 
tax would be on both types of sales.

The estimated amount to be 
collected from this tax is $350,000. 
The resolution was passed by the 
Commissioners and will be put before 
voters this November to decide if the 
tax will be implemented. 

Saguache County Commissioners approve 
ballot question regarding marijuana sales tax

BY MECHEL MEEK

CENTER — The Kiwanis Club 
of Center helped 12 San Luis Valley 
4-H participants by purchasing one 
sheep, two pigs and nine goats at 
the San Luis Valley Fair Junior 
Livestock Auction on Aug. 13. The 
total purchase price of the livestock 
was over $14,000.

Most of the livestock, except 
for poultry, has a positive return 
on investment which helps the 
youth further their education in 
animal sciences and supports 
future 4-H animal projects. Due to 
the tremendous support of Valley 
businesses, individuals, Saguache 
County grant, and other purchasing 
groups these children can focus on 
their projects without worrying 
about how to fund their enterprises.

The Kiwanis Club of Center 
stated, “We would like to thank 
the following donors for this 
year’s 4-H FFA livestock sale fund 
and investment in the youth of 
our community; Ken and Dallas 
Anderson, Aspen Produce, Bartee 
Ranch, Biel Crop Consulting, 
Beiriger & Sons, Russel Brown, Don 
Carpenter, Center Tire Store, Judy 
Crawley, Karen and Sevo Davis, 
Richard Eagles, Gunbarrel Station, 

Photo by Mechel Meek

The Kiwanis Club of Center purchased several animals at the San 
Luis Valley Fair’s Junior Livestock Auction earlier this month.

Kiwanis Club of Center 
helps 4-H youth program

Vernon Chuck Howey, J & J Circles, 
K&J Thriftway, T. W. Kennison, 
Mike lause, Tyler yffin, Lee . 
Consaul Co, Inc., Charles Littwiller, 
Sue McClure, Richard F and Alana 
McNitt, Miller — Coors, Mountain 
Valley Logistics LLC, Gerald & 
Vickie Myers, Nissen Farms LLC, 
Price Farms, Pro Seed, Richard 
Ramstetter, RCI ACE Electric, RG 
Bank Rio rande Savings and Loan , 
Brian Roberts DDS, Mike Spearman, 
Town & Country, Rev. Debria Upton, 
and Lars Worker.”

The Rev. Upton also stated, “We 

and the youth of the Valley thank 
you. It is only through your support 
that we are able to do project of this 
type. We are always seeking new 
members who would like to assist 
the furtherance of our local youth and 
community. This coming Monday 
evening, Aug. 30, at 6:30 p.m., you 
are invited to our open house where 
Center K-Club, Moffat K-Club, 
and Monte Vista K-Club will be 
our honored guests. We invite you 
to come for a meal and learn more 
about the Kiwanis Club of Center. 
All are welcomed.”

New 4-H agent 
introduced at 

Saguache County 
Commissioner’s 
Board Meeting

BY MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE — During a special 
meeting of the Saguache County 
Board of County Commissioners on 
Tuesday, Aug. 24, Morgan Young 
introduced herself as the new 4-H 
agent for the San Luis Valley area. 

Young began by explaining her 
previous experience and background 
in 4-H and FFA.

“I really wanted to be a 4-H agent,” 
Young said. 

She was previously a 4-H agent 
for Chaffee County and explained 
that she learned a lot about how to 
run a 4-H program in her time there. 
She went on to explain that every 

Please see AGENT on Page 2A
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Gordon Lee Off passed peacefully 
at home with his loving family by 
his side on Thursday, Aug. 19, 
2021. Gordon was born during the 
Great Depression, which might 
help explain his frugality, tendency 
to hold on to things, gather lots of 
stuff, and frequent thrift stores.

He was born in Del Norte on Dec. 
3, 1929, to Chester and Adeline Off 
Officer , the youngest and most 

spoiled of his four siblings: Vicki 
roschel , Clinton, Margaret 

Biles , and Chet Off.
He grew up in the era of using 

horses to farm, milking cows, and 
party telephone lines. Gordon 
joined the Army at the tail end of 
the Korean conflict, knowing full 
well that the government would 
pick up the tab for his college 
degree. Thankfully his time in the 
military was relatively quiet. He 
always liked to say, “he was never 
shot at or shot at anybody.”

He graduated from Colorado 
State niversity in 1957 then 
known as ggies  with a degree 
in Industrial Arts. He then taught 
Shop at Boulder High for 9 years 
where he often forgot he was the 
teacher and not one of the kids. 

After being an hour late for their 
first date, he did eventually manage 
to talk sweet Suzanne Elizabeth 
Colville into marrying him in 
1960. He and Suzanne raised three 
children  Shawna ent ord , 

evin, and avid eri Brandt  
Off who in turn raised his five cool 
grandkids: Shane Atencio, Chenoa, 
Liam, Lhasa and Ryder Off.

Gordon and Suzie came to their 
senses in 1967, leaving Boulder 
and returning to their birthplace 
in Del Norte to resume ranching. 
He dedicated his life to sustaining 
the land and animals that he dearly 
loved. 

Although he was the master 
of frugality, he was always very 
generous with his family and his 
community. He and Suzie have been 
involved with the restoration of The 
Windsor Hotel; donation of lands 
for Rio Grande Hospital, clinic, 

and future Wellness Village; the 
Del Norte Cliff Corner Land; and 
many other community projects.  

Gordon was a deep thinker but 
also had a very dry and fun sense 
of humor. He loved pranks, card 
tricks, riddles, and jokes, both the 
proper and improper. He had quite a 
list of folks that planned to get him 
back, not sure they ever did. One of 
his fortes was napping, as he often 
said, “I’m a light sleeper, I sleep 
best when it’s light.” He showed 
up to his daughter’s wedding with 
a sawed-off shot gun, all in good 
humor. 

The German word for grandpa 
is “Opa,” which is what he was 
fondly called by his family. 
“Opafied” became a made-up verb 
describing his clever improvements 
or inventions. He could not look 
at something without figuring out 
how to make it better, which he did 
until the day he passed.

Gordon Lee Off

Gordon has left us with decades 
of fond and colorful memories, 
but we are always up for hearing 
more. Please join us for an informal 
celebration of life at the Off Family 
Ranch picnic grounds 10585 
Highway 160, Del Norte Colo., on 
Sept. 25, 1 p.m.-ish in case you are 
napping . lease bring a side dish 
to share after the celebration. Come 
rain or shine, we will be outside. 
Please wear a mask if you are not 
vaccinated.

Donations in memory of Gordon 
can be made in care of Strohmayer’s 
Funeral home to Hospice de Valle, 
Rio Grande Hospital or to help pay 
for this ridiculously long obituary. 
Or tell a joke or perform a card trick 
to make someone smile. 
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county and area has their own unique 
challenges and opportunities.

“Here I have a unique opportunity 
as I am serving six counties and not 
just one,” she said.

Saguache County sent  20 
participants with 4-H projects to 
the state fair. Historically, Saguache 
County has had a large amount of 
youth involved in 4-H.

“I think if we could get to 400 
members that would be a success for 
me,” Young said.

ational 4-  week is the first week 
of October, and the San Luis Valley 
4-H program would like to increase 
enrollment during that week.

T h e  S a g u a c h e  C o u n t y 
Commissioners discussed adding 4-H 
information to the county website, 
though no final decision was reached 
about what information should be 
included. 

4-H is a development program for 
youth from ages 8-18. There are 4-H 
programs in all types of agricultural 
areas, not just the typical raising 
of animals. These include various 
programs, from robotics to cooking, 
which gives participants the chance 
to learn about subjects that interest 
them.

Schools are currently the best 
source for recruiting 4-H members. 
Young also addressed the need for 
volunteers to help 4-H participants 

with their projects and that local 
people are the best source for these.

“I think the decline in children 
participating, is the lack of volunteers 
as the parents are tired after working 
all day and don’t have time to help the 
children with their projects,” Young 
said, adding there is benefit and value 
for children in having an after-school 
program for 4-H. 

Young has plans to speak to the 
schools to work on implementing 
after-school programs and wants 
to work on realizing an in-school 
program. The in-school curriculum 
could include hands-on educational 
opportunities, such as an embryology 
program, which is hatching chickens 
in the classroom while studying the 
stages of the life cycle from embryo 
to chick. 

Other programs could also be 
implemented in-school, including 
education on water conservation or 
other areas of interest to local concern 
regarding agriculture. 

She also discussed that some 
parents and children are hesitant to 
oin 4-  due to financial concerns. 

In regard to this issue, she stated 
that there is funding available to help 
kids with funding for their projects, 
and it is currently underutilized. The 
SLV 4-H program is run through the 
Colorado State University Extension 
office located in Monte ista.

AGENT
Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between ug. 
16 and 22, 2021.

The Sheriff’s Department’s activity 
on the road included si  traffic stops, 
one in ury with crash, one traffic 
complaint and one motorist assist. 
They also assisted with ambulances 
six times.

In addition, there were two VIN 
inspections, eight Saguache town 
patrols, one stolen property report, 
two welfare checks, two agency 
assists, one utility problem report, 

two warrants, two Crestone town 
patrols, one report of animal cruelty, 
four reports of suspicious activity, 
two alarm checks, two theft reports, 
three harassment reports, one civil 
dispute, one suicidal subject, and 
two animal problem reports. They 
also monitored four controlled burns, 
one fire brush and grass , provided 
information eight times and assisted 
on one search and rescue call. 

Arrests
• 41-year-old Alamosa woman, 

warrant, failure to comply.
• 23-year-old Rocky Ford man, 

warrant, failure to comply.

SAGUACHE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S REPORT

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Late summer afternoons are best spent on lonely roads in the 
backcountry ust outside of South Fork. The last of the wild owers 
are showing off their colors as fall moves in.

Autumn in the Rockies
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

Ol’ Dutch and Miss Trixie are 
fortunate enough to have some 
great friends here in the beautiful 
Rocky Mountains and we get to 
spend considerable time with them 
while we are here. Our dear friends 

idget and Moon oggy who may 
now be better known as Willie  
are one such couple and they are 
the ultimate hosts as Miss Gidget 
makes what is quite possibly the 
best salsa on the planet.

Now this isn’t just some ordinary 
chip dip, I’ll have you know. It’s 
on par with my little sister’s which 
is bar none the best you ever have 
tasted, ever. I honestly believe that 
these two tomato smashers could 
make a great living mixing up their 
potions of red goodness and selling 
them to dippers everywhere.

So having been exposed to 
such savory deliciousness over 
the better part of my life, I was 
somewhat dismayed to read about 
the chip shortage affecting the 
United States.

Last winter, Ol’ Dutch was 
shopping for a new truck to tow the 
old Conestoga and the salesmen 
kept telling me they had a chip 
shortage. Having just been to the 
Dollar Store and seeing the shelves 
stacked ten high with all kinds of 
chips I could not understand why 
these poor fellows could not find 
some chips to go with their dip.

Realizing that this was going 
to cause a chain reaction in the 
market with now an oversupply 
of salsa, I was almost ready to 
make an emergency run for them 
to satisfy their corn cravings when 
someone mentioned the Japanese 
being involved and something 
about electronics chips. And I 
knew that those people were more 
into rice and noodles which I also 
can consume in copious quantities, 
so research was warranted into just 
what exactly was going on here.

As luck would have it, the chips 
they are talking about are some 
minute plastic particles without 
which the monstrous mass of 
plastic and steel known as a truck 
cannot run. It’s hard to believe but 
we seem to have gotten ourselves 
into quite a pickle depending on 
people of a foreign land for the one 
piece of the puzzle that makes the 
whole thing run down the road.

And in the chase for more and 
more electronic gizmos, it appears 
that everything, but soup and nuts 
is run by these chips. Hence there 
is a shortage of phones, game boys, 
watches, computers, and anything 
else that lights up a screen of 
some sort.

Relieved as I was to find out 
there would be chips for Gidget’s 
salsa, it still put the hiatus on 
my new truck purchase and eight 
months later they still cannot seem 

Messier 
Marathon

I hope you got to see the Perseid 
Meteor Shower. I got up at 1:30 a.m. 
on Thursday the 12th and went out 
to view them. Unfortunately, the sky 
had a lot of fire ha e and was not too 
clear. I was able to see the Milky Way 
and a few stars. So, I stayed out for 
30 minutes and saw two large bright 
meteors.

Then on Friday morning the 13th, I 
got up at 1:20 a.m. and stayed out for 
a full hour sitting on a chair on the 
back porch that faces the northeast. 
The sky was clear with lots of stars 
and the Milky Way. I managed to see 
20 that time. I wondered if I had gone 
out the front and sat on the driveway 
if I would have seen more. You never 

Where are the chips?

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

to get one to make my new truck 
run. And as crazy as it sounds, they 
keep making these trucks and are 
simply parking them on lots all 
around the country hoping that 
when chips do become available, 
tens of thousands of people will 
want a truck that is now more than 
a year old. America.

As you all know the COVID 
has plagued us terribly not only 
here in the U.S.A. but around the 
world and even though they came 
up with a vaccine to help with the 
severity of the virus, we still do 
not know what is going on or how 
it will morph into something else.

Ol’ Dutch finally got his shot 
this past Spring just in time to hear 
the next day that the J&J shot was 
dangerous, of course. But since 
getting it I have also found out 
from a well-meaning friend that 
each shot has a tiny chip in it to 
allow the government to know 
exactly what you are doing at 
every moment.

And add to that they informed 
me that I have taken the mark of 
some beast when all I know is 
I am about to start hunting said 
beast next week in the Colorado 
Big Game Season. I cannot seem 
to figure it all out.

Another friend is convinced that 
it is a form of population control 
which is why all these 70- and 
80-year-old people need to get 
it? Last I knew they were not that 
interested in procreating anyway, 
so it is working out great for them.

So Ol’ Dutch has figured out that 
since my arm has hurt ever since, 
I just might be able to locate said 
chip and extract it and put that tiny 
rascal into my new Chevy and be 
up and running in no time. And 
they say the government is out to 
get me? They just helped me get a 
new ride and I do appreciate it so.

Kevin Kirkpatr ick and his 

Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or 

hike daily. His email is Kevin@

TroutRepublic.com. Additional 

news can be found at  www.

troutrepublic.com.

YOUR NIGHT SKY
BY DARLENE DANKO

know.
When you look at the Milky Way 

in the south and see what is around 
it, you will find Messier s. They are 
star clusters that are wonderful to look 
at. You will remember Sagittarius the 
Tea Pot and Scorpius the Scorpion 
down low. There are also a lot of star 
clusters in and around them. The full 
moon was on the 22nd, and the last 
quarter moon will be on the 30th. To 
look at these, it is better to observe 
when the moon isn’t shining.

There are some bright star clusters 
that you can see with the naked eye, 
and tons more that you will need 
binoculars or a Telescope to observe. 
M  is the Butterfly cluster that is the 
tail of Scorpius. With our dark skies, 
you can see this one with naked 
eyes. Near M6 is M7 the Ptolemy’s 
Cluster. It is even brighter and larger 
and covers an area as large as four 
full moons.

M2  is the Trifid ebula, and it 
features a triple star system. Radiation 
from the stars makes it glow. M8 is 
the Lagoon Nebula. It covers 3 times 
the area of a full moon. M22 is in the 
constellation Sagittarius and is naked 
eye bright. 

So, look at this area of the sky and 
see what you can find. ust wait for 
the full moon to go away, so the sky is 
dark, and you will be amazed at what 
you can see! If you have binoculars, 
look around that whole area and see 
what you can find. ven go up a 
little higher around the Milky Way. 
I think you will be amazed at what 
you can find.
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Rubber ducks hit the waves on the Rio Grande on Friday during the opening 
celebration of the Del Norte Riverfront Park and Playwave. Children 
splashed in the river while their rubber ducks oated to the finish line.

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Del Norte celebrates the opening 
of the Del Norte Riverfront Park 
and Playwave on Friday, Aug. 20. 
Community members gathered at 
the new park for an afternoon of 
fun and sun by the Rio Grande.

Del Norte celebrates Riverfront project
BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — The community 
of Del Norte came out Friday 
afternoon, Aug. 20, to celebrate 
the new additions to the Del 
Norte Riverfront Project and to 
thank the many people involved 
in making this long-time dream 
a reality. The playwave and first 
initial phase of the Riverfront Park 
has been completed for just over 
a year now but due to COVID-19, 
the celebration had to wait until 
Friday afternoon.

Community members, guests, 
partners and members of the 
Town of Del Norte put the week’s 
business aside and set out to have 
a great time in the park. The day 
started off with a rubber duck race 
along the Rio Grande. The race was 
a tradition of the town until recent 
years. There were several winners 
who received prizes from Del 
Norte Town Manager Bernadette 
Martinez.

“This was really great. It was a 
great little party we had going on 
and it was a great way to celebrate 
our new playwave and park,” 
Martinez said.

R i o  G r a n d e  H e a d w a t e r s 
Restoration ro ect R R  
Executive Director Emma Reesor 
announced the new Del Norte 
Playwave open to the public in 
July of 2020. The playwave, 
located in the Rio Grande river is 
part of the Del Norte Riverfront 
project, a grassroots effort to 
address community needs like 
access to the river, recreational 
opportunities, economic diversity, 
and to improve the environmental 
condition of the river corridor. 

“From several conversations 
came the vision of the project, 
which is to create connectivity 
between the community of the 
San Luis Valley and the river,” 

Reesor said. “By doing that, we 
created recreation opportunities, 
improved access and improved the 
ecological condition of the aquatic 
and riparian habitat.”

The RGHRP is a local nonprofit 
organization with the mission to 
restore the health of the river for all 
who use it, including ecosystems 
and wildlife, agriculture, recreation 
and community safety.

“We accomplish this through 
p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o  i m p l e m e n t 
multipurpose projects and the Del 
Norte Riverfront project is a great 
example of that,” Reesor said.

The project was identified as a 
priority in 2008 with the Del Norte 
Trails masterplan which identified 
the need for river recreation in 
the area.

“The Del Norte Trails masterplan 
identified the important need 
of the community to have river 
recreational opportunities and 
the SLVGO masterplan identified 
that need as well,” Reesor said. 
“Those two documents really 
highlighted that the communities 
of the Valley wanted to focus on 
river recreation.”

The playwave is  only  the 
beginning of  the  Riverfront 
Project which will also include 
improvements to the River Park, 
a playground area and picnic 
pavilion is scheduled to be built 
soon.

The river is home to several 
types of aquatic life and the park 
is an excellent place to access the 
river through the newly built boat 
ramp which is located on the North 
side of the Highway 112 bridge. 

Rafters, kayakers, boaters and 
other outdoor enthusiasts have 
already been out on the river 
this summer, eager to enjoy the 
new playwave. The playwave is 
not deep, but parents are advised 

to supervise their children and 
exercise caution when they are 
in the area, as this is still part of 
a fast-moving river. Water levels 
can vary from day to day, so it 
is always best to check weather 
forecasts and be familiar with river 
recreation responsibilities before 
heading out on the water. 

Adams State Adventure Program 
students were also on hand to 
show the crowd some safety tips 
for using the playwave and the 
town provided food from Gosar 
Sausage, refreshments from Three 
Barrell Brewing and toys to be 
used in the river.
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BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — As summer 
ends there are still several activities to 
do in the San Juan Mountain Range 
which include more than site seeing the 
fall colors. The Gold Medal waters of 
the Rio Grande are a great place to start 
and there are several locations along the 
river to stop and drop a line for those 
who wish to fish from the shore. River 
fishing trips are also available through 
numerous river rafting companies based 
out of South Fork and Creede.

This time of year, the Rio Grande 
waters are running at lower depths now 
that the last of the winter runoff has 
completed from the higher tributaries 
and fishing along the banks of the river 
is best in the early morning or later 
evening hours. Local fish tend to be less 
hungry and sluggish during the warmer 
parts of the day but are extremely active 
when the water is a cooler temperature. 
Anglers will have the best luck just as 
the sun rises above the San Juan and 
La Garita Mountain ranges, which is a 
sight to be seen during the fall months 
from now moving forward.

Just outside of South Fork is Beaver 
Creek Reservoir located along Forest 
Service Road 360 which is about two 
miles southwest of town heading up 
Wolf Creek Pass. The reservoir is an 
area favorite and has been stocked with 
Brook Trout, Brown Trout, Rainbow 
Trout and Kokanee Salmon. Fall is 
an e cellent time of year to fish at the 
reservoir either by boat or shore fishing 
as temperatures drop and the salmon 
spawn. The reservoir is very popular 
during the salmon snagging season and 
there is plenty to be had by all.

Tucked away just before Beaver 
Creek Reservoir on Forest Service 
Road 360, anglers would do well to 
visit Million Reservoir. This four-acre 
high alpine lake is about a quarter mile 

The banks of the Rio Grande are an excellent place to drop a line in the 
fall and with several locations to choose from beginning in South Fork, 
up to Creede these Gold Medal waters offer excellent fishing conditions 
in the early morning or late evening.

En oy fall fishing on the west end of the Valley
walk from the main trail head but is 
a great location for shore fishing for 
those seeking Rainbow Trout. The 
steep slopes surrounding the lake make 
it challenging to reach, but once a spot 
is located, hang on to your poles! The 
reservoir is surrounded by a rich forest 
that was once the site of the Million fire. 
The vegetation surrounding the lake 
is thick and provides excellent hiding 
locations for a uatic life and fish. 

While traveling further up Wolf Creek 
Pass, anglers can turn on Forest Service 
Road 410 which is 11 miles outside of 
South Fork. This beautiful mountain 
reservoir is not only picturesque, but 
it is great for fishing. Big Meadows is 
stocked throughout the summer with 
Brook, Cutthroat and Rainbow Trout, 
some of which have grown to record 
size due to the cold-water habitat and 
depth of the lake.  At just over 9,000 
feet in elevation, this fishing destination 
tops the charts and seldom disappoints.

No matter what direction an angler 
chooses to go this fall, each location 
listed above will be abundant in fall 
foliage and offers anglers a chance 
to fish while en oying autumn in all 
her glory. For more information about 
fishing location in and around the San 
Luis Valley, visit www.cpw.state.co.us.

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Tucked away off Forest Service Road 360 is Million Reservoir which after a short hike, is a great location 
for shore fishing and a beautiful place to view fall foliage. 

Big Meadows Reservoir on Forest Service 410 is a great place to take 
the family for fall fishing. There is easy access to the shore and an easy-
to-use boat ramp for people to head out on the water for a beautiful fall 
day of fishing above ,000 feet. 
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The Bible repeatedly tells us that God 
is our helper. The question is, do we 
really trust God to help us? It’s easy to say 
that we trust Him, but when it comes to 
practically applying this truth—to leaning 
on the Holy Spirit to help us in every area 
of our lives—we often struggle to do it. 

As born-again believers in Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit—God’s Spirit—
lives in our spirit. In John 16:7, Jesus 
said that the Holy Spirit is our “Helper 
(Comforter, Advocate, Intercessor – 
Counselor, Strengthener, Standby)” and 
that He wants “to be in close fellowship” 
with us (AMP). 

It’s so important for us to know 
that we can have a close, intimate 
relationship with the Holy Spirt…that 
He will communicate with us. I went to 
church for many years and had no idea 
that I could overcome my problems and 
live with real peace and joy because the 
Holy Spirit lived in my spirit. It was life-
changing for me when I got the revelation 
that He wanted to lead me in God’s will 
for my life and He would enable me to do 
everything I needed to do.

The truth is if we really believe God 
is our helper and He’s willing to help 
us no matter what situation we’re in, 
then we have no reason to worry or get 
overwhelmed.  

I’ll let you in on another secret: You 
need to ask God for help because the Holy 
Spirit is not the type to barge into your 
life and take over. Has anyone ever tried 
to push their opinions or their agenda on 
you? They may or may not know what 
they’re talking about, and they may not 
even be really interested in helping you do 
what needs to be done, but they sure have a 
lot to say about what you’re doing wrong! 

That’s not what the Holy Spirit does. 
He knows the answer to every problem, 
and He will even help you get through 
each one. But He won’t give you His 
advice unless you ask for it. In other 
words, the humble get the help.

Every Problem Matters to God
Jesus said in John 15:5 (NIV), “Apart 

from me you can do nothing.” And that’s 
so true. But did you know He’s not 
holding out on you? God actually likes 
it when we ask for His help. And He 
not only wants to help us with our big 
problems, He also wants to help us with 
the little things in life. That’s wonderful 
news because sometimes we allow the 
little things to get us frustrated and upset. 
It’s good for us to pray often, “Help, 
Lord. Help me!” 

In the Psalms, we frequently see 
King David going to God for help. For 
example, Psalm 40:13 (NIV) says, “Be 
pleased to save me, Lord; come quickly, 
Lord, to help me.” 

Notice that David was not only bold 
enough to ask God for help, but he was 
also confident that od would answer 
his prayers. In Psalm 43:5 (AMP), David 
says, “Why, my soul, are you downcast? 
Why so disturbed within me? Put your 
hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Savior and my God.”

You and I have so many opportunities 
to feel sad or discouraged and have a bad 
attitude, but God wants us to stay strong 
in Him, like David did. Those who do 
will eventually come out on top, because 
there’s no way the enemy can hold you 
back if you will trust God and keep your 
hope in Him. 

Learn How to Trust Your Helper
It’s comforting to know God will help 

you get through the hard times of life. His 
grace and strength will sustain you while 
you’re waiting for your breakthrough. 
Isaiah 41:10 says He “will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand” (NIV).

Even when you’re tempted to think, 
It’s not going to do me any good to pray 
after the way I’ve acted, don’t let that stop 
you from asking for God’s help. Because 
when you go to the Father in prayer, you 

don’t go in your name—you go in the 
name of Jesus. 

Hebrews 4:16 (NIV) says we can 
“approach God’s throne of grace with 
confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our 
time of need.” And Psalm 23:3 says, 
“He refreshes my soul. He guides me 
along the right paths for his name’s sake” 
(emphasis added).

When you’re hurting, in trouble, or 
waiting for answers in your life, you 
need to believe that your Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, is with you and He wants 
to help you. Stay in close fellowship 
with Him and ask Him for the help you 
need. No matter what the circumstances 
may look like, believe He’s working 
on your behalf. He is your Comforter, 
Counselor, Helper, Advocate, 
Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby—
He’s everything you need—and He’s 
just waiting for you to ask.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD series The Holy Spirit. 
You can also contact us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, by 
calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
130 books, including BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and HOW TO 
AGE WITHOUT GETTING OLD 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

The One Who Is 
Everything You Need

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

environment at each school; servicing 
as a law enforcement problem-solving 
resource person and in providing 
appropriate response to any on-
campus or school related criminal 
activity.”

The School Resource Officer 
provides several services while 
serving as an independent contractor 
with the school including the 
following, providing a program of 
law and education-related issues to 
the school community, including 
parents, on such topics as: tobacco, 
alcohol, and other drug issues, 
bullying, use and abuse of social 
media and related criminal offenses 
and in addressing violent situations, 
violence prevention, and other safety 
issues in the school community.

McDonald explained that in 
addition to the services provided 
above the resource officer will also 
act as a communication liaison with 
law enforcement agencies; providing 
basic information concerning students 

on campuses serviced by the officer. 
They will be providing informational 
services and be a general resource 
for the school staff on issues related 
to alcohol, and other drugs, violence 
prevention, gangs, safety and security.

In the agreement it also highlighted 
the fact that, “The deputy shall not act 
as a school disciplinarian, nor will he 
make recommendations regarding 
school discipline. The School 
Resource Officer is not to be used for 
regularly assigned lunchroom duties, 
as a regular hall monitor, bus duties, 
or other monitoring duties. If there is 
an unusual/temporary problem in one 
of these areas, the SRO may assist 
school employees until the problem is 
solved. Provided further that nothing 
is required herein is intended to, nor 
will it constitute a relationship, or 
duty for the assigned deputy, or the 
County, beyond the general duties 
that e ist for law enforcement officers 
within the state.”

This is an annual renewal of the 

School Resource Officer for the 
Sargent School District, and they are 
appreciative of the sheriff s office 
for providing a deputy in the school.

“We have done this for about 
four years, and nothing has been 
changed from previous years,” stated 
McDonald.

URGED
Continued from Page 1A

STAFF REPORT

CREEDE — The 2nd Annual 
Steamroller Printmaking Event is 
scheduled for Sept. 18. It is hosted 
by the Creede Arts Council, a non-
profit organi ation in Creede. This 
event takes place outdoors on Main 
Street Creede during the Crusin’ the 
Canyon Car Show.

Our goal is to fulfill our mission 
to promote the arts and humanities in 
our community through education, 
exhibition and performance and to 
foster local artistic talent,” CAC 
officials stated.

The event will take place at the 
intersection of North 1st Street and 
North Main Street in Creede from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sept. 18.

Artists have created and carved 
woodblocks of their own original 
design. The day of the event, 
with volunteers from the Creede 
Arts Council, the artists and the 
community, the boards are inked 
by hand, placed on the street with 
paper placed over the boards where 
a steamroller road-bed compactor  
will roll over them pressing the paper 
onto the board.

All works will be offered for sale the 
day of the event if the artist chooses 
to do so with 50 percent going to the 
artist and 50 percent to support the 
Creede Arts Council programs.

2nd Annual Steamroller Printmaking Event is Sept. 18

The Creede Arts Council extended 
thanks to sponsors: Quiller Gallery, 
Creede Hotel and Restaurant, Del 
Norte Bank, Chuck and Kay Harbert 

and El Pomar Foundation.
The Creede Arts Council will be 

following CDC guidelines related to 
COVID the day of the event.

Entry details for Saguache Photo Competition released
STAFF REPORT

SAGUACHE — Entry information 
for the Saguache Photo Competition 

has been released.
There are over 10 categories:
• Historic Buildings

 Local people or activities
 Best Buddies two or more animals, 

children, adults, or mi  of each

• Landscapes
 Skyscapes sunrise, sunsets, 

rainbows, storm clouds, lightening
• Wildlife
 Miscellaneous still life, or 

any topic not fitting into the other 
categories

 Miscellaneous Organics floral, 
trees, vegetables, plant life

 ction working cowboys, rodeo, 
rafting sporting events, etc.

 ets domestic animals such as 
dogs, cats, horses, chickens, cows, etc.

 Series 2 to 4 related photos

 Black and White any sub ect
• Professional category
Some categories may be grouped 

together if the total number of entries 
are low.

All photos must have been taken within 
the San Luis Valley. No repeat photos 
from previous years’ competitions will 
be accepted. Each person is limited to 
two photos in any category. Entries must 
be suitably framed or matted.

ntry forms may be filled out the 
day photos are submitted. There is 
no entry fee.
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(719) 852-8849 • 839 First Ave. • Monte Vista 

Men’s & Women’s Clothing 
Jewelry, Shoes, Accessories 

and much more!
Gifts of all sizes for 

all occasions! 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Shop Online! www.thefineryboutique.com
Follow us on social media @bebeautiulmontevista

•All day kindergarten
•3 & 4-year-old preschool
•Small class size focused on personalized 

differentiated instruction
•EXPANDED STEM Program includes 

experiences at the elementary school level.

First and Best in the Valley 
at Capturing Kids’ Hearts!

•One-to-One Technology (Student 
Chromebooks)

•Championship bands
•Award-winning academics 

including over 55 International 
Science Fair attendees!

•Advanced Placement classes
•Alternative programs available
•College credit for high school classes
•32 Extracurricular clubs/activities

•Middle school athletics: both
   Interscholastic and Intramural
•High school athletics: Volleyball, 
   Boys & Girls Golf, Football, Track, 
   Cross County, Cheerleading,
   Basketball, Wrestling & Baseball
• Fully Online Option Available, First 

Quarter will be at 50% capacity 
except for K-1 students. Please see 
our website for the full plan

Monte Vista School District
719-852-5996

First day of school is Monday, Aug. 16, 2021
Please see our website for our Reopening Plan or information about our online options

http://monte.k12.co.us

Thunderbird Pride!
First Day of School August 23

Accepting Out of District Students!!

719-378-2321 sdc.schooldesk.net

Sangre de Cristo School District

• 2016, 2017, and 2019 rated Accredited 
with Distinction awarded by the 
Colorado Department of Education

• Top-Rated Pre-School
• Small Class Sizes and a Caring Staff
• AP Classes/STEM Courses
• Unique Vocational Business and 

Vocational Agriculture Science Pathways

• Award-Winning FFA Program
• Highly Competitive Athletic 

Programs (including our new 6 
man football program)

• State of the Art Facilities
• Newly appointed board members and 

superintendent

Our unique learning 
programs integrate today’s 
technology with traditional 
learning to give your child 
the best of both worlds.

Education for the 
New Generation
Leading the Way in Academic Excellence

Experience a Step Above!

Four Day School Week

• 97% Graduation Rate
• Small Class Sizes
• Expanded STEM Program
• Technology Program
• $662,861 Awarded in 

Scholarships to the Class 
of 2020 

• Safe Learning Environment

 Registration online at  http://
www.sargent.k12.co.us

For Enrollment Information call 852-4023.
Classes begin on August 17th - Monday-Thursday Schedule

• Outstanding Athletics
• College Credit Options
• Award‐Winning Science, 

Agriculture, Business & 
Spanish Programs

• Swimming Program Grades K-6
• Aviation Program
• Online learning options

Sargent 
School 
District

Would like to wish a safe and healthy 2021-22 
school year to all students, educators and staff!

719-589-5188
SLUU is 1 of 18 regional Colorado Educatin Association 
UniServ offices. CEA is the largest union of educators in the state 
with more than 38,000 K-12 educators, higher ed faculty and 
education support professionals. https://www.conoradoea.org/

Reading aloud to children is one 
of the joys of parenting. All children, 
whether they’re infants, toddlers or 
school-aged, can benefit from being 
read to, and parents whose youngsters 
have grown up often look back on story 
time as some of their favorite moments 
as moms and dads.

Reading aloud to children is about 
more than ust establishing a bond be-
tween parent and child. According to 
Reading Rockets, a national public media 
literacy initiative, children as young as 
infants can benefit from being read to. n-
fants can look at pictures as their parents 
point to them and say the names of the 
various ob ects within them. By drawing 
attention to the pictures and associating 
words with them and real-world ob ects, 
parents are helping infants learn the im-
portance of language.

ids of all ages can benefit from 
being read to, even after they learn to 
read on their own. The following are a 
handful of ways that reading aloud to 
children can benefit them.

 Reading to children dramatically 
expands their vocabulary. A 2019 
study published in the Journal of De-
velopmental and Behavioral ediatrics 
found that young children whose par-
ents read them five books a day enter 
kindergarten having heard roughly 
1.4 million more words than kids who 
were never read to. The disparity is 
even significant when comparing kids 
who are periodically read to each day 
with kids who are read five books per 
day. Children who are read to daily 
may hear slightly less than 3 ,  
words prior to entering kindergarten, 
while those read five books per day 
will hear more than 1.4 million words.

• Reading to children expands their 
imaginations. The orthern irginia 

amily Services reports that research 
has shown that children who activate 
their imaginations through being read 
to develop higher activity in the area 
of their brain that’s responsible for 

How kids benefit from 
being read to

cultivating mental images and deci-
phering and comprehending verbal 
cues. That heightened activity bolsters 
youngsters  imaginations and instills in 
them a greater fondness for reading.

• Reading can help kids learn to fo-
cus. arents of young children no doubt 
know that such youngsters rarely sit 
still for any significant length of time. 
However, when being read to, young 
children, even those who are initially 
reluctant to engage in story time, will 
learn to sit still for the duration of the 
book. That can help them learn to fo-
cus, a benefit that will pay dividends 

when children begin school.
• Reading to children can speak to 

children s interests or emotional needs. 
Reading Rockets notes that children’s 
favorite stories may speak to their 
emotional needs and interests. That s 
why so many youngsters insist on 
reading a favorite book over and over 
again. Though that’s often boring for 
parents, it can benefit youngsters, who 
will eventually move on to other books.

Reading to children can benefit them 
in myriad ways and provide a great 
way for parents to bond with their 
youngsters.
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SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

719.657.4458 
Mortgage Office

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

www.truelocalbank.com

Financing Your Dream 
Home Is Our Dream. 

NMLS 446071

DOC’S
OUTDOOR
Sports “Your 

Prescriptio
n For

Outdoor Fun”

Full line Sporting 
Goods Store

719-873-5151
31101 W. Hwy. 160

South Fork
www.docsoutdoor.com

T-Shirts • Hoodies
Fudge • Souvenirs

Fishing & Hunting 
Licenses

Fishing •Camping 
Hunting • Guns & Ammo

Equipment Rental
Skis & Snowboards

GRANDE NATURAL MEATS
WWW.ELKUSA.COM

Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Goat,
Beef & Rabbit

USDA Meat Jerky & Sausage

5 MILES WEST OF DEL NORTE ON HWY. 160

DAILY 8 A.M. - 6 P.M. 719-657-0942

Insurance 
Company

HOME � AUTO � LIFE 
FARM & RANCH
Contact me today for a 

complete insurance review.

Shari Oliver, Agent

852-8840
729 First Ave.
Monte Vista, 
CO 81144

Local

The single-phase, cross ow turbine generator operating on Humphreys 
Ranch, is affectionately called “Miss O”, named after the ship “Octavia” 
that brought the massive unit to the United States from where it was 
built in Italy by a company specializing in three-phase generators. The 
generator can produce up to 300 kW which could provide power to 200 
homes, according to SLVREC. On Saturday, it was producing 100 kW.

Humphreys celebrate 10 years of generating hydroelectric power

Photos by Keith R. Cerny

Former State Senator Gail Schwartz, right, and Ruthie Brown discuss 
the importance of hydroelectric power for Colorado at the Humphreys 
Lake dam where a single-phase generator powers the town of Creede 
through an agreement with the San Luis Valley Electric Coop.

BY KEITH R. CERNY

CREEDE — Descendants of 
A.E. Humphreys and their friends 
gathered at the dam holding back 
the reservoir by the same name 
Saturday, Aug. 21, to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of  the 
hydroelectric plant that continues 
to deliver single phase power to 
Creede through an agreement with 
the San Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative SL R C .

Among those in attendance 
were about 30 descendants of the 
founder, covering four generations, 
as well as former State Senator Gail 
Schwartz, a longtime promoter of 
renewable energy.

R u t h i e  B r o w n ,  g r e a t -
granddaughter of A.E. Humphreys 
and granddaughter of his son A.E. 
Humphreys Jr., was credited for 
her tireless efforts to see the new 
hydroelectric plant through to 
production in 2011. The single-
phase, crossflow turbine generator, 
affectionately called “Miss O”, 
was named after the ship named 
“Octavia” that brought the massive 
unit to the United States from 
where it was built in Italy by a 
company specializing in three-
phase generators.

The generator can produce up 
to 300 kW which could provide 
power to 200 homes, according 
to SLVREC. On Saturday, it was 
producing 100 kW.

A family friend who they had met 
at a micro-hydro class, Lee Tavenner, 
recommended a one-phase system 
because Creede’s power came 
through single-phase lines supplied 
by SLVREC. The plant produces 
enough power to supply most of the 
Creede community.

Tavenner had been instrumental in 
1998 to research if the Humphreys’ 
Ranch original powerhouse using 
water from Haypress could be 
retooled to supply power for the 
entire ranch.

The Haypress earthen dam, 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y,  p r o v e d  t o o 
permeable for this venture. Instead, 
he oversaw the construction of a 
small hydro system where the water 
from the Roaring Fork flows into 
the lake through the very same pipe 
that AE senior used to create the 
lake 75 years earlier.

For this to happen, the old metal 
pipe — all 6,000 feet of it — had 
to be replaced — a job that former 
Humphreys manager Bill Dooley 
contributed to in several different 
ways.

Because the diversion cabin 
and pipeline were in designated 
wilderness it was necessary to haul 
pipe up the steep valley using only 
horses and mules.

This system generated 45 kW 
of electricity, enough to power 
the ranch at that point and enough 
later to inter-tie to the grid system, 

adding to the power sold down 
valley, but also operating as a 
stand-alone system to be used in 
the event of a power outage on 
the ranch.

A.E. Humphreys Sr., came into 
the Goose Creek valley in 1923 
and envisioned what might happen 
if he dammed up the creek to raise 
trout. History indicates that trout 
had been over-fished throughout 
the state, and he wanted to make 
up for it by filling Goose Creek and 
the river it feeds, the Rio Grande, 
with trout.

is first step was to create a 
nursery lake, Haypress, which 
he did by putting in a mile long 
pipe that stretched from the upper 
reaches of the Roaring Fork down 
to a hayfield which when flooded 
created a shallow lake. He stocked 
this lake with trout he raised in a fish 
hatchery next to Humphreys Lake.

According to family members, 
his vision was “at both Haypress 
and Humphreys millions of trout 
will live and thousands are sure 
to go over the spillway into Goose 
Creek and the Rio Grande. Which 
is right, for I want to see the trout 
streams of Colorado again in the 
glory they had before they were 
fished out. I intend to help.”

Humphreys Jr.’s daughter Ruth 
Brown, mother of Ruthie, and her 
sister eventually took the helm of 
the ranch and after buying out her 
sister in 1968, Ruth orchestrated 
a land exchange with the U.S. 
Forest Service that allowed for 
her full ownership of Haypress 
and the continuation of the ranch’s 
relationship with the state in its 
desire to take spawn from Haypress 
to stock Colorado’s high mountain 
streams and lakes with Rio Grande 

Cutthroat Trout.
Consulting again with Tavenner 

in 2008, Ruthie Brown spent several 
years overcoming government red 
tape to proceed with installing the 
new generator, including dealing 
with bureaucrats at the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission 

RC . er parents, RC and Ruth 
Brown installed an underground 
powerline from Humphreys to 
the 4UR below them in the early 
1990s to serve the ranch which in 
turn became the conduit to take 
electricity back down to the valley.

Constant monitoring of inflows 
and outflows assures that gold 
medal fishing is not impacted on 

the 4UR.
Former Senator Schwartz, who 

spoke briefly at the ceremony, said 
all of Colorado’s reservoirs should 
be producing hydroelectric power, 
noting that farmers historically 
relied on that power for years. 
She was one of the driving forces 
behind Colorado voters requiring 
30% of the state’s electrical power 
to come from renewable resources.

Ruthie Brown added that the 
Humphreys’ micro-hydro, single-
phase system which syphons water 
out of Humphreys Lake has become 
a model for the world with a similar 
setup currently under construction 
in Greenland.

Subscribe 
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ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Optimize Your  
 Job Search

Let our print and online job resources help you zoom 
in on more of the area’s best career opportunities, 
and maximize your potential for success.

Keep an eye on the Classifieds
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835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

When I hear a truck pull up in front of the 
house and the pandemonium of dogs barkin’ 
would wake a hibernating mastodon, I relax.  
It’s only my neighbor, D.K., come to borrow 
something of his back.

He doesn’t get this ferocious reception 
because he’s on the canine list of unsavory 
visitors or because he has the reputation of 
annoying domestic animals on a regular 
basis.  It’s because his two dogs usually ac-
company him on his rounds.

My dogs even bark at his pickup when he 
drives in anticipating that his dogs will be 
in the back.  On those rare occasions when 
he comes “undogged”, my dogs give him a 
withering glare and stomp off.  It’s like they 
are disappointed.

After all, what else have they got to do?  
Watch the sheep through the fence?  Go to 
the pasture and check the cows?  Sneak up 
on the creek in hopes of scaring the urea out 
of the ducks?

I watched them the last time I went to 
D.K.’s to borrow his brush hog.  My dogs 
were leaning out the side already clearing 
their throats as we neared his place.  I de-
liberately drove by the first turn-in.  Both 
dogs jerked their heads around and glared 

at me through the back window.  I could see 
Hattie mouthing the words, “Hey turkey, ya 
missed it!”

I turned in the second drive and we were 
met with the raucous sounds of a rabbit let go 
in a dog kennel.  I pulled to a stop as D.K.’s 
dogs surrounded the pickup barking at the 
top of their dog lungs.

My dogs were leaning out over the side 
like seasick fishermen returning in kind, bark 
for bark.  It was deafening.

But  noticed . . s dogs never got uite 
close enough to touch noses and mine knew 
just how far to lean to avoid actual contact.

One might think it was all for show.  Pro-
tecting their territory, as if his were shouting, 
“Don’t you dare get out”, and mine were 
screaming, “No way we’re lettin’ you jump 
in this truck!”

Or they could just be visiting like old folks 
at a reunion, “HOW ARE YOU, TEX!  I 
HEAR YOU GOT A NEW HEARING AID!  

WHAT KIND IS IT?”
“QUARTER TO FOUR!”
I’ve gotten to where I don’t worry about 

it much.  Dogs like to bark.  It’s in their job 

description.  It probably doesn’t irritate the 

dogs near as much as it does us humans.  

They just communicate at different decibel 

levels.  It’s part of nature.  It’s possible even 

aphids bark at each other and we just can’t 

hear it.  But it must drive the ants crazy.

Baxter Black, former large animal vet-

erinarian and irregular commentator on Na-

tional Public Radio, is America’s best-selling 

cowboy poet. He is a frequent performer at 

national stock shows and rodeos as well as 

in many smaller local events. He is author 

of several books, including Cactus Tracks, 

Croutons on a Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna 

Get Lucky? and Dunny and the Duck. Baxter 

Black can be contacted via e-mail at: vikki@

baxterblack.com

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — After taking 
a year off due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the San Luis Valley Potato 
Festival returns on Sept. 11 in Monte 
Vista. Come prepared to spend the 
day at Chapman Park.

Start the day with the 3rd Annual 
Tater Trot 5K or join Colorado San 
Luis Valley Potatoes Executive 
Director Jim Ehrlich on a free 
agricultural tour. This bus will take 
people to the SLV-Research Center 
and into a field being harvested. Tour 
attendees can learn about breeding, 
seeding, growing and harvesting of 

Colorado s finest potatoes, right here 
in the San Luis Valley. To reserve your 
seat on the tour, visit coloradopotato.
org/potatofestivl and fill out the online 
form or contact office at 719-852-
3322 or info coloradopotato.org.

To participate in the 5K, people can 
pre-register at coloradopotato.org/
potatofestival or register at 7 15 a.m. 
on Sept. 11 at the park. Registration is 
25 per participant and all proceeds 

will benefit SL  ediatric iabetes 
Patients.

Stay at Chapman Park throughout 
the day to enjoy the free kid’s games, 

SLV Potato Festival 
returns on Sept. 11

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 2

BY MECHEL MEEK

CENTER — Downtown 
Colorado Inc. in partnership 
with several San Luis 
Valley communities, 
has launched the SLV 
Places website. The goal 
is to engage with the 
community to better 
support the revitalization and 
beautification of the alley. 

Downtown Colorado Inc. (DCI) 

was created in 1982 as the Colorado 
Community Revitalization 

Association. Downtown 
Colorado nc. is a nonprofit 
membership organization 
with an objective to build 
bet ter  communit ies 
by providing help to 
downtowns, commercial 

districts, and town hubs in 
Colorado. 

According to DCI, “DCI and CHFA 

have established SLVPlaces.org 
through Bang the Table to provide 
the opportunity for more people to 
access information and enable them 
to share ideas.”

The SLVPlaces.org site drives all-
inclusive, visible, and uantifiable 
community engagement processes 
that permit collaborative learning, 
discussion, and debate.

According to the SLV Places 

SLV Places website launches, 
encourages community engagement

C&TSRR’s Victorian Iron 
Horse Roundup is Aug. 21-29

Free events 
scheduled 

to celebrate 
railroad’s 50th 

anniversary

ANTONITO — One of the 
most anticipated historic railroad 
events of the year will take place 

ug. 21-29, when the Cumbres 
and Toltec Scenic Railroad hosts 
the “19th Century Victorian Iron 
Horse Roundup.” In celebration 
of the scenic railroad’s 50th 
anniversary, there will be four 
188 s locomotives under steam 
simultaneously.

All week long, the collection of 

historic steam locomotives from 
Colorado and Nevada will steam 
64-miles over the Rocky 
Mountains pulling 
trains of historic 
passenger  and 
freight cars.

W h i l e  t r a i n 
rides behind the 
“Iron Horses” are 
sold out for this 
celebration, people 
can still book a ride 
on the regularly 
s c h e d u l e d  d a i l y 
Cumbres and Toltec 
departures and see 
these “Iron Horses” in action.

There are plenty of free activities, 
including photo opportunities in 
the historic rail yards of Antonito 

and Chama, N.M., railyard tours, 
and e uipment demonstrations.

“The  I ron  Hor se 
Roundup will feature 

two 1875 steam 
l o c o m o t i v e s 
f rom Nevada , 
the Eureka and 
the Glenbrook, 
and they will be 
joined by our own 

recently restored 
1883 engine o. 1 8 
and engine o. 425 

(315). All four steam 
locomotives will pull 
historic consists of 

passenger and freight cars, 
creating living images that have 
not been seen on this planet for 

64-miles over the Rocky 
Mountains pulling 
trains of historic 

celebration, people 
can still book a ride 
on the regularly 
s c h e d u l e d  d a i l y 
Cumbres and Toltec 
departures and see 

“The  I ron  Hor se 
Roundup will feature 

two 1875 steam 

recently restored 
1883 engine o. 1 8 
and engine o. 425 

(315). All four steam 
locomotives will pull 
historic consists of 

Please see C&TSRR on Page 3

Please see PLACES on Page 3
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Land, Water and People
BYGREGG GOODLAND

ESTIMATED CROP WATER USE

or the latest T information, call 754-3494 e tension 4  for Center, 3  fro Center #2, and 38 for San 
Acacio. Use the crop maturity and planting date and weather station  closest to your own. Find this updated 
table each day at this web address  http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. or info,call 754-3494 2  or e-mail  andrew.houser colostate.edu 

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • WWW.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS
 1. One-time world power
 5. Central Florida city
10. Winged nut
12. Elevate spiritually
14. Creative
16. It cools your home
18. Woman (French)
19. “60 Minutes” network
20. Old World lizard
22. Swiss river
23. Ethnic group of Cambodians
25. Abba __, Israeli politician
26. Tire measurement
27. Affirmative
28. Thrust horse power (abbr.)
30. One point north of due east
31. A type of “pet”
33. Tech giant
35. European nation
37. Fencing swords
38. Acquired
40. Origin
41. Cashless payment interface 

(abbr.)
42. Pouch
44. Peter’s last name
45. Inclined
48. Palestinian territory __ Strip
50. A type of syrup
52. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
53. Weather Underground 

activist
55. Run batted in
56. Frozen water
57. Sodium
58. Philly specialty

63. Cuts the wool off
65. Rules
66. Icelandic literary works
67. Tattled

CLUES DOWN
 1. “Pulp Fiction” actress Thurman
 2. Actors’ organization
 3. Conscientious investment 

approach (abbr.)
 4. Ranch (Spanish)
 5. Beginning
 6. Index
 7. Portuguese wine
 8. A feudal superior
 9. Military brach (abbr.)
10. Lithuanian given name
11. A way to become different
13. Able to be domesticated
15. Defensive nuclear weapon
17. Hosts film festival
18. Shows you how to get there
21. Arranged alphabetically
23. S. Thai isthmus

24. The 17th letter of the Greek 
alphabet

27. Woods
29. Make yourself attractive
32. Concealed
34. Large primate
35. A favorite saying of a sect or 

political group
36. Tropical fruits
39. Obstruct
40. Car mechanics group
43. Stroke gently
44. They’re in your toolbox
46. Throngs
47. One and only
49. In a way, bent
51. “Downton Abbey” 

broadcaster
54. Herring-like fish
59. A major division of geological 

time
60. Vast body of water
61. Cannister
62. Encourage
64. The man

$7 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

It was great service. 
Great food. Brandon 

and Brad were excellent. 
Thanks so much we 

enjoyed our evening in 
your establishment and 

will be back!!
~ Bill M., Google reviews

�ursday, September 9 & 30 starting at 5 p.m.
Lisa Saunders & �e Caborado Band

Come Try Out New Pagosa Cheese 
Steak Sub and our New Pizzas!

Buffet - Wednesdays only from 11a.m.-8 p.m. 
(includes all you can eat, drink, salad and dessert ) 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

The drive from Susanville to Ches-
ter, California is beautiful. The two-
lane highway dissects tall stands of 
timber, dwarfing the intruding vehicles 
as the road sweeps back and forth with 
the contours of the gentle mountains. 
You resist the temptation to veer north 
and drive to the incredible Lassen Vol-
canic National Park to visit the millions 
of years old treasures waiting there. 

As you slow for the community 
of Westwood, you know you are in 
logging country. Log trucks, skidders 
and various support e uipment line the 
roadsides and occupy residents’ prop-
erties. Returning to highway speeds 
on the open road lets you marvel at the 
vast stands of timber on relatively flat 
surfaces. You realize what is support-
ing those work vehicles in the town 
you left. The trained eye will note the 
great thinning work conducted by the 
private timber companies. The idea is 
to reduce the risk of wildfires crossing 
the highway. You might even notice the 
similar work on national forest lands. 

The road eventually offers tantaliz-
ing glimpses of Lake Almanor as you 
drop down the hill to Chester. There is 
no doubt in your mind that this is also 
a logging town. The bustle of the town 
during a summer weekday reminds you 
there is much more than logging here.

I can’t imagine what the area looks 
like as I write this. Massive plumes of 
wildfire smoke on both sides of the 
highway. Flames reaching hundreds 
of feet above the treetops, pushing out 
in three directions. 

The Dixie Fire started on July 13, 
2 21, ust outside of the town of 
Paradise CA which was devastated 
by the deadly 2 18 Camp ire. Little 
did people in the area know that they 
would be challenged again by the 
extreme forces of nature only 3 years 
later. I sometimes hear folks in Colo-
rado say those types of incidents only 
happen in California.  uickly remind 
them that the 199  Buffalo Creek ire 

Large wildfires becoming more frequent
was followed by the High Meadows 

ire in 2  and the ayman ire in 
2 2, which stood as the state s largest 
wildfire until last year. The fires burned 
in the same general area with the last 
one loosing intensity as it slammed into 
the burn scars of the previous two fires 
and a large, prescribed fire conducted 
by the Pike National Forest two years 
prior.

And then came last year. The three 
largest wildfires in the state s history 
occurred in 2 2 . The ast Trouble-
some Fire and the Cameron Peak Fire 
mingled with the 2 12 igh ark ire, 
ultimately altering fire behavior. So, to 
say that those fires only happen in Cali-
fornia and our area is safe from large 
wildfires since one already happened, 
is simply na ve. n the fire business, we 
primarily now say “it is not a matter of 
if you will have a fire, but when.  

One reason that I am writing about 
this now is because I have connections 
to Susanville. n 2 18,  served as the 

ublic ffairs Officer for the Lassen 
National Forest. I had the honor of 
working with some wonderful and 
dedicated people on the Forest and in 
those communities. I’ve reached out 
to some of them and learned that some 
folks have been impacted by the fire. 
While one person has relatives with 
property that survived some of the 
worst devastation in the fire, another 
has lost so much. My heart aches for 
my colleagues as I have seen this de-
struction many times over the course of 
the 28 years that  have been a wildland 
firefighter.  know what it looks like 
but can’t imagine what they are going 
through. 

The other reason I am writing about 
this is that  know that large wildfires 
could easily happen here too. It has 
been a wonderfully wet season in our 

little part of the world. But we have 
grown very tall grasses this summer 
and I am a little concerned about the 

wildfire potential when all that vegeta-
tion dries out, as it assuredly will. 

While wildfires may not be the 
highest priority on people’s mind here 
in the Valley. I would recommend that 
planning for “the big one” is certainly 
considered, since you never know 

when it will happen. 

Gregg Goodland is the Public 

Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 

National Forest. An avid outdoor en-

thusiast, you’ll find him enjoying all 
public lands as often as possible.

the famous mashed potato dunk 
tank, professional chef demo by 
Carley Smith, bouncy houses, and a 
trampoline uad umper.

There will also be food and craft 
vendors, games for the family, live 
animals, an anti ue tractor display 
with homemade ice cream, a truck 
and semi-show and much, much more.

Be sure to stop by the Colorado 

Potato booth to join Octane 
Addictions’ X-Game Riders for a 
photo and autograph session. 

Returning this year is, Octane 
Addictions, a family friendly 
motorsport aerial freestyle show 
featuring X-Game medalists. This 
will be at the Ski-Hi Park Arena at 6 
p.m., and tickets can be purchased at 
potatofest.eventbrite.com.

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1
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Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Mountain View Manor
311 Washington, Monte Vista

719-852-5778

Safe, Secure, Affordable Senior Citizen Housing

1 Bedroom Fully Contained Apartments
Utilities Included • Close to Downtown

Independent Living • Income-Based Rent

140 years,” said Scott Gibbs, interim 
CEO of the C&TSRR.

“The railroad tracks they are 
traveling on were laid in 188 , and 
the surrounding mountain, river 
canyon and high plains scenery 
they will be traveling through 
is unchanged, so people will be 
able to travel back in time to see 
transportation exactly the way it was 
a century and more ago,” he added.

And while rides aboard the historic 
Iron Horses are sold out, rail fans and 
visitors are encouraged to attend and 
check out the Iron Horses and enjoy 
many free opportunities to participate 
in this historic event as we celebrate 
50 years of passenger service.

FREE EVENTS SCHEDULE
• Antonito Yard Events, Aug. 

21-27
During the Iron Horse Roundup, 

the following special free events will 

take place
 R  TO RS  ree tours of 

the historic rail yard and a rail car 
open house with the opportunity to 
see locomotives, cabooses, cook cars 
and other historic rail e uipment  9 
a.m.-noon  and 1-4 3  p.m. daily.

 LOCOMOT  L  
Monday, ug. 23, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., all 
locomotives including the visiting 
Eureka and Glenbrook will be lined 
up for photos in front of the engine 
house. Engines not in use will be on 
display on all other days.

• MONDAY NIGHT PHOTO 
S SS O  Monday, ug. 23, 8-9 3  
p.m. A night photo session in front of 
the engine house with all locomotives 
with headlights on low.

•  P I L E  D R I V E R  A N D 
D E R R I C K  O P E R AT I O N 

MO STR T O S  ile rivers 
(which drive poles into the earth for 
trestle support) and derricks (which 

help lift cars and rail e uipment  
are essential to railroad operations. 
Demonstrations of pile driving will be 
held at 1 3  a.m. on ug. 23 and 2 , 
and at 2 p.m. on 25  demonstrations of 

C&TSRR Continued from Page 1

website, “The people of the San Luis 
Valley (SLV) have historically had 
land use and economic decisions thrust 
upon them by an elite few. While this 
is not a uni ue story, the inhabitants 
continue to suffer a deficit. The SL  is 
a high poverty area without-migration 
of youth, insufficient employment 
opportunities, and limited collaboration 
among local governments, sectors, and 
marginalized demographics. ”

The website is an online gathering 
space for all members of the SLV 
community. The current focus is 
on select communities in the SLV; 
however, the end goal is to create 
an inclusive space that addresses the 
entirety of the Valley’s communities. 

Each community has a dedicated page 

to engage with community members. 
The current communities are Center, 
San Luis, Antonito, and La Jara. Other 
communities are to be added later.

The program is currently in Stage 
One of implementation. There are 
several stages, and Stage One is 
Entrepreneurship Placemaking which 
is defined as, “Transform dark 
vacant places into opportunities and 
innovations to spur initial engagement,” 
according to SLV Places. 

Stage Two supports entrepreneurship 
by connecting the places identified 
in the first stage to resources and 
investments. This is intended to 
activate and beautify the area. 

Stage Three is long-term investing 
in “Places for People” by building 

on the first two stages, using current 
and previous studies to create long-
term solutions for the most critical of 
infrastructure. These include access 
to broadband internet, workforce, 
technology to support initiatives, 
housing and renewable energy.

Par tnerships  wi th  a l l  the 
communities, nonprofits, and other 
stakeholders will be critical to the 
development of these community 
revitalization efforts. All members of 
the SLV community are encouraged 
to go to the website and register. After 
registering, community members can 
then submit their ideas, interact with 
the community improvement plans 
on the website, and be a part of the 
changes coming to Center and the SLV.

PLACES Continued from Page 1

SLV Health’s Victoria Chavez earns her LPC
STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — Victoria Chavez 
joined the San Luis Valley Health’s 
Behavioral ealth department in 
anuary of 2 18 as a practicum 

student, screening patients in the 
SLVH’s primary care department, 
and providing exceptional support 
to the clinical care teams. After 
her practicum was over, she stayed 
on with SLV Health as an intern, 
taking on a panel of patients, 
while simultaneously building and 
marketing the Behavioral ealth 
department’s community support 

groups.
“ I ’ v e 

known I 
w a n t e d 
t o  b e 
counselor 
s i n c e 
m i d d l e 
s c h o o l . 
I’ve been 
very lucky to have a lot of good 
role models who were in counseling 
positions all my life,” said Chavez.

When an opportunity presented 
itself to stay on full time as a 

Behavioral ealth Consultant for 
the Rural Health Clinics when her 
internship was complete, Chavez 
jumped on the opportunity to continue 
supporting the community. 

“I love the rural health clinics. 
Each one is special in their own way. 
They’re all completely different and I 
love the teams and people out there,” 
said Chavez. “I grew up in the valley 
and I feel like I mesh well with those 
communities. My favorite part of my 
job is the outlying clinics.”

She has been able to since expand 
her services into the Women’s Health 

department, working to integrate 
herself into a department delivering 
already exceptional service to ensure 
a team-based approach and that all a 
patient’s needs are met.

Not only does she provide therapy 
sessions and intakes, but Chavez also 
screens patients who mention mental-

health concerns during primary care 
and women’s health appointments and 
sets them up with referral resources. 

Chavez has been an integral beacon 
for the Behavioral ealth department 
and the SLV Health team is proud of 
her accomplishment and is eager to 
see how far she goes. 
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02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
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ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
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47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
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51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
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61 4X4’S
62 VANS
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64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

Zapata Seed Company

Hiring Full-Time Harvest Crew 
Hooper • $13 - $17 / hour 

It’s that time of year again! We are hiring a crew 
for potato harvest. Experience is beneficial but not 

required. Sorters, unloaders and drivers needed 
starting at $13/hr - $17/hr DOE. Harvest starts a�er 

Labor Day and will last approximately a month.

Please call the office for more information at 719.754.9048 
or apply in person at 10539 North 104 Road, Hooper 

 {on the 104 N. between the 10 N and the 11 N).

DISCLAIMER
lease read your ad on the first day 

of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to re uest changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. ll classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
FREE: Old Upright Piano from the 
Princess Theater in Del Norte. Call 
719-433-2980.(9/1)

WE BUY ANTLER:  New Sum-
mer Price Bonus:  Use the code 
“ELK16” and you will get $16/
lb for Elk Grade A and $12/lb 
for Deer Grade A.  5 miles west of 

el orte on wy 1 . 719- 57-
942 T

07 Help Wanted 
Alamosa County Treasurer is 
seeking a skilled accounting per-
son to join their team. Position 
is Accounting Tech I. This person 
must have 2-3 years, e perience in 
bookkeeping and cash management.  

refer 2 years banking e perience.  
Must have good clerical and cus-
tomer service skills. roficient in Mi-
crosoft Word and Excel. Familiarity 
with Treasurer’s Deeds and Releases 
of Deeds of Trust preferred.  $15 
per hour, negotiable depending on 
ualifications, full time which is 37.5 

hours per week, eligible for vacation 
and sick leave and health insurance 
benefits. Background check and drug 
screening re uired.  8/25
Rio Grande County Department of 
Social Services is accepting appli-
cations for a Full-Time Case Aide 
to assist the Child Protection Team. 

14.55- 15.12 hour/37.5 hours 
per week.  ull benefit package of-
fered.  Pre-employment drug screen-
ing, including testing for marijuana, 
will be re uired.  pplication and 
additional information are listed in 
the job description which is available 
online at www.riograndecounty.orgor 
pick-up/submit applications to Hu-

man Resources 925 thStreet Room 
2 , el orte, CO 81132. 9/8
Cafeteria workers needed at Up-
per Rio Grande School District 
C7.  Must have high school diploma 
and some knowledge of work-
ing in a kitchen or willing to be 
trained.  Pay is dependent on prior 
experience.  Please contact Leslie 
Martine  at 719- 57-4 4 , 11  
or email her atlmartine urtigers.
co. 9/1

Full-time Custodian/Mainte-
nance position open at the Up-
per Rio Grande School District.
This is a 4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) position with a salary 
range of 23,881- 28,228, based 
on experience.  Applicant must pass 
a background check and be able to 
work independently, be a forward-
thinking individual with an overall 
team approach to all tasks at hand.
Applicant must also be able to work 
in all weather conditions (snow 
removal/general landscaping).  If 

interested, please contact Demo 
Tru illo, 719- 57-4 4  4 7, dtru-
illo urtigers.co.  Applications can 

be retrieved online at  www.urtigers.
co. 9/1

Retail Position-Wolf Creek Ski 
Area is accepting applications for 
a Treasure/Noel Sports Supervisor. 
Full time, seasonal position; October 
thru April. Must have prior retail and 
managerial experience.  Knowledge 
of frontend and backend of POS 
system (RTP preferable).  Under-
standing of inventory control, sales 
reporting and scheduling is critical. 
Full job description and duties at 
WolfCreekSki.com. Send resumes 
and applications to treasuresports
wolfcreekski.com or .O. Bo  28 , 

agosa Springs, CO 81147. osition 
re uires an individual to be friendly, 
hard working, flexible, organized 
with good communication and mana-
gerial skills. Reliable transportation 
necessary. Competitive wages based 
on e perience. 9/8

ACCOUNTING/ACCOUNTS 
PAYABLE CLERK-Farm Fresh 
Direct is accepting applications for 
an Accounting/Accounts Payable 
Clerk. Re uirements would entail  
2 years of bookkeeping e perience 
and/or an intermediate understand-

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 
 If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the 
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook Page

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

0 - 15 lbs. $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

15 - 25 lbs. $100.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee
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Valley Wide Classifieds
ing of accounting concepts and 
Accounts Payable; Computer skills; 

roficiency in cel, Word, Outlook.
Attention to detail is a must; abil-
ity to multi-task in fast paced, sales 
oriented environment.  Knowledge 
and experience in potato industry, 
shipping procedures and Famous 
software is a plus.  Salary commen-
surate w/ experience & education; 
benefits package. Send resumes/ ick 
up applications to/at the Monte Vista 
Workforce Center. 9/8
Registered Nurse DAY SHIFT Med 
Surge and ER (FULL TIME) at Rio 
Grande Hospital. Amazing opportu-
nity to join our incredible patient-
centered and service-oriented team. 
Must be motivated.   Competitive 
Salary Range!  Come join our 
team of SUPERHEROES! Apply 
at 310 County Road 14, Del Norte, 
CO 81132 or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org LL B TS.  
Please see hospital website for more 
information. Contact Candice Allen 
for more information. RGH is an 

ual Opportunity mployer. 8/25
CNA/WARD CLERK, (FULL 
TIME) at Rio Grande Hospi-
tal. Amazing opportunity to join 
our incredible patient-centered and 
service-oriented team.  Must be 
motivated and available to work 
fle ible shifts.  pply at 31  County 
Road 14, el orte, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riograndehospital.
org  LL B TS.  lease see 
hospital website for more informa-
tion.   Contact Candice Allen for 
more information. R  is an ual 
Opportunity mployer. 8/25
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE 

TECHNICIAN (FULL TIME)) 40 
hours per week. Rio Grande Hospital 
is looking for 2 full-time positions. 

ull benefits offered. Must maintain 
the hospital & clinic in a clean, sani-
tary, orderly, and attractive condition 
to provide a suitable environment for 
patient care and staff work areas. This 
includes cleaning of patent rooms, 
offices, nurse s stations, bathrooms, 
buffing and waxing, and striping 
floors and any other areas of the os-
pital. For more information, please 
call Roger at 719- 57-414  or com-
plete an application online at  www.
riograndehospital.org  RGH is an 

ual Opportunity mployer. 8/25
Radiographer, CT technologist 

LL T M  Specific duties and re-
sponsibilities  ll -ray, CT e ams, 
OP, IP and ER trauma exams.  Join 
our incredible patient centered and 
service-oriented team! Must be mo-
tivated and available to work fle ible 
shifts.  Apply at 310 County Road 
14, el orte, CO 81132 or online 
at www.riograndehospital.org FULL 
B TS.  lease see hospital 
website for more information. Con-
tact erilyn amlin 719- 57-415  for 
more information. R  is an ual 
Opportunity mployer. 8/25
Certified Hyperbaric, Wound Care 
Tech, (FULL TIME) at Rio Grande 
Hospital Performs Hyperbaric treat-
ments, – Performs patient care in 
outpatient wound clinic. Responsible 
for rooming of patient, vital signs, 
wound measurement and pictures, 
proper documentation and knowl-
edge of LUVO, dressing changes and 
knowledge of wound care supplies. 
Ability to communicate/collaborate 

with nurses and physicians regard-
ing wound care and patient needs. 
Performs skills/services according 
to accepted procedures. Certified or 
eligible to test for Certified yper-
baric Specialist or e uivalent, need 
to have taken the ATMO Hyperbaric 
Medicine Team Training course and 
successfully passed the post test for 
course completion; and you have to 
have a primary license MT-B, R , 
LPN, EMT-P).  Apply at 310 County 
Road 14, el orte, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riograndehospital.
org LL B TS.  lease see 
hospital website for more informa-
tion. Contact HR Paula Pacheco 
719- 57-4111 for more information. 
R  is an ual Opportunity m-
ployer. 8/25
Ultrasound Technologist (FULL 
TIME) at Rio Grande Hospital Per-
form ultrasound procedures, Doppler 
vascular examinations, abdominal 
studies and color-flow ultrasound, 
ECHO. Soft tissue and MSK exams 
as re uired ensure patient safety, 
perform full range of general ultra-
sound exams, including vascular and 
diagnostic procedures. Obtain and 
relay pertinent clinical information to 
the nurses/doctor, ability to operate 
PACS and EMR, maintain an ac-
tive continuing education program, 
conduct business as a health care 
professional, on call for ER and IP 
emergent studies ARDMS - regis-
tered re uired, vascular specialty 
within 1 yr. Basic Life Support BLS  
from American Heart Association 
re uired. pply at 31  County Road 
14, el orte, CO 81132 or online 
at www.riograndehospital.org FULL 

B TS.  lease see hospital 
website for more information.

Contact R aula acheco 719-
57-4111 for more information. 

R  is an ual Opportunity m-
ployer. 8/25  Mechanical Engineer, 
Monte Vista, CO: Design new parts 
& equipment for various mechani-
cal applications. Re . Bach. in ngi-
neering or oreign cademic uiv. 
Min. 2 yrs. e p. in mechanical ng. 
& machinery design, incl. exposure 

to agricultural implement design. 
Re . e p. w/ 2  & 3  modeling in 
Solid works M or similar. Re . 
full competency is MS Office & re-
lated software. Re . relocation to the 
San Luis Valley of CO (no relocation 
package provided). Must be able to 
communicate effectively in English. 

ormation g nc., 1 21 S W  
285 , Monte ista, CO 81144. 
Application is by Resume only. 
For consideration, email resume to 

Write your own Classified Ad

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
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Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144
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$1950 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
ree ads  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less • Any Item or Animal being 

given away. rivate party only  Call 719-852-3531 for details.
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Class: _____________ Start Date: ____________
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Card#: ____________________________

Expiration Date: ____________________
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Valley Wide Classifieds

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 8/31/2021.

Randy Wright, randyw formation-
ag.com. This position ualifies for 
our employee referral program w/ 
incentives. 8/18
Saguache County Department of 
Social Services is now accepting 
applications for the position of 
Child and Adult Protection Case-
worker.  Bachelor s degree in one of 
the behavioral sciences is re uired. 
Previous experience in Colorado 
Child Protection system and Trails, 
and/or the Adult Protection system is 
desired, but training will be provided. 
Basic ob description includes being 
part of a team to assess risk and 
safety of referrals, and working 
with families, youth and children, 
or senior population to provide 
services for stability and safety. 
Spanish-speaking advantageous 
but not re uired.  Send application, 
cover letter and resume to O Bo  
1 , Saguache CO  81149, or email 
application, cover letter and resume 
to a intana saguachecounty-co.
gov.  Starting hourly salary will be 
$19.50 per hour. Applications and 
complete job descriptions are avail-
able from the Saguache County Ad-
ministration Office at 5 5 3rd Street, 
Saguache, CO  81149, by visiting 
the Saguache County website www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov or by 
calling 719- 55-2231 and re uest 
an application be mailed to you. 
This position announcement is open 
until the position is filled.  back 
ground check will be done and a 
pre-employment drug test for illegal 
drugs and also marijuana will be done 
prior to hire. Saguache County is an 

.O. . 8/25
Rio Grande Hospital an opening 
for an Accountant, working close 
with the CFO. Managing all ac-

counting transactions. Prepare 
budget forecasts. ublish financial 
statements andle monthly, uar-
terly and annual closings. Reconcile 
accounts payable and receivable. 
Ensure timely bank payments. As-
sist with Managing balance sheets 
and profit/loss statements. R  is 
an EOE, complete an application 
online at http //riograndehospital.
org under CONTACT, EMPLOY-
M T. dditional uestions  email 
gregporter riograndehospital.net. 
Or call 719- 57-251  8/25
Rio Grande Hospital has an open-
ing in the Business Office for a 
Patient Account representative 
to assist with financial aid, collec-
tions, and Credit Balances.  RGH 
is an EOE, Complete an application 
online at http //riograndehospital.
org under CONTACT, EMPLOY-
M T. dditional uestions  email 
gregporter riograndehospital.net. 
Or call 719- 57-251  8/25
WANTED:  Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is hiring for 
Operator I positions….$18.22/
hour R R M TS   ppli-
cants must possess a current Class-A 
CDL license with heavy semi-truck 
endorsement and a current medical 
certificate.  pplicants should have 
a high school diploma or GED and 
six months or more of relevant ex-
perience.  Prospective employees 
applying with Saguache County 
will be re uired to submit and pass a 
pre-employment drug screening and 
criminal background check. Opera-
tor I is a full time position – appli-
cants must be able to operate light 
and heavy e uipment and perform 
manual labor in the maintenance, 
repair and minor construction of 
roads, streets, bridges, signs, mark-

ings and related facilities.  Appli-
cants must be physically capable 
of periods of sustained physical 
e ertion and may be re uired to lift 
and move up to 75 lbs. to 15  lbs.  
Applications are available at the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
Office 3 5 3rd Street, O Bo  47 , 
Saguache, CO  81149  719- 55-
2554 or on the Saguache County 
website – saguachecounty.colorado.
gov under the Road and Bridge 

epartment tab.  lease fill out and 
submit the Drivers-Application.  A 
complete job description is avail-
able at the Road and Bridge Office. 
Completed applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge  at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger saguachecounty-
co.gov or fa ed to  719- 55-2543. 

L C T O  L  Open 
until ualified candidates are hired. 
Saguache County is an ual Op-
portunity mployer. 9/8
Warehouse-Ranch hand:  Need 
hardy individual for ranch chores 
and warehouse duties west of Del 

orte.  Must work at least 8 to 1 -
hour, 4-5 day/week fle ible sched-
ule, sometimes including weekends. 
We train. Computer skills a plus.  
Wage range  13/hr, as per work 
and wage history.  Send to  ant-
ler333 gmail.com or drop at 19 12 

S-1 , el orte, CO 81132.
10 Apartments

partment for rent  75 .  de-
posit plus 75 /Month. 2 Bed 1 Bath 

ewly remodeled. 8/18
Del Norte Apartment 2-Bed 1-Bath 
Unit. No Smoking, No Pets. Adults 
Only. All utilities paid & Dish TV in-
cluded. 75 /Month, 75 / eposit. 
Call 719-85 -2738. 8/11
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San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors L.L.C.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Bluestone
Contracting
281-229-1439

Staining/Painting

Justin Blackmon
Owner

Del Norte, Colorado
South Fork, Colorado

justinblackmon62@gmail.com

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
The Holy Moses

Our Poppies are looking 
beautiful. Dish 
ware, napkins, 
coasters, silk 

stems and house flags.
We are closed on 

Sunday in August.

Valley Wide Classifieds
12 Houses for Rent

2 BDRM, 1 bath duplex in Monte 
Vista. W/D included. $750 per 
month - includes water, sewer, and 
trash. O TS Call 3 3-589-5455 
for more details 8/4
3-BDRM, 1 Bath House for rent 
$1,200.00/Per month Available 

ugust 2 21. Te t Cooke at 719-
2 7- 89 . 8/25
3-BDRM, 1 Bath House for rent 
in Center, CO $900.00/Per Month 
Available August 1st No Pets, Large 
Fenced Yard. Detached Garage. Text 
Cooke 719-2 - 89 . 8/25
Del Norte, Country Living, 3-bed-
room, 2-bath, all appliances includ-
ing washer / dryer, new cabinets, 
countertops, luxury vinyl plank and 
carpet, No Pets. $1,150 per month 
plus utilities. Mark 719-873-1 78 

20 Business Properties
Historic building for lease, Del Norte, 
CO.  2,600 square feet with reception 
area, 5-6 offices, conference room, 
storage, kitchen, 750 square foot 
garage, fully furnished.  High visibil-
ity main street location.  ossibilities   
professionals, wellness practitioners,  
Sublet allowed.  719-85 -2324.

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 719-
58 - 33 or 719-37 -2593. 8/25  

31 Health 
Leaf Medical Three Positon Re-
cliner W/Table Trey unlocking 
Wheels. ully lectric ospital Bed, 
both only used a couple of times. Call 
719- 4 -7954. 9/8

35 Heavy Equipment
Semi-Trucks and Belley Dump Trail-
ers 10K and Up. Call 719-588-4415

36 Miscellaneous 
For Sale: Tomatoes, Fresh Home 
Grown Sweet Corn & Other Pro-
duce. lace our order now! 719-
851- 92 . 9/15
WANTED: 10-16 Tons Lump or 
Egg 2021 Mined Coal. Call 719-
58 -1215 9/29
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager s 

ariety Store, 972  S. County Road 
3 , Monte ista. 719 852- 5
Corn Fed Beef For Sale Call Steel-
ings Ranch or etails. 719-58 -
21  8/25
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS  Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent proof. 
8  wide, 8 -53  in length. Call for 
more information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Storage 
Solution! 719-85 - 34  
SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER. We Stock In-
verters, Charge Controllers and 
Batteries in Brand ames of Out-
back, Magnum, Rolls, More. We 
Also Carry Cable and PV Wire. 
Thank you for Buying Bontrager s 

ariety Store. 972  S. CR 3  
Monte ista. 719-852- 5 .

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: All Types of Hay Big and 
Small Squares Located at HVFM 
1 475 S wy 285 ntonito 57  
395- 184. 11/1

46 Pasture for Rent
W I N T E R  H O R S E  P A S -
TURE:  160 acres, Supervised, al-
falfa and grass pasture, heated water, 
wind shelter, $55/head per month, 

November thru early-May. Also 
lfalfa-grass horse hay 72 # bales, 
8  each. West of el orte 719-
57- 942 5/22T

48 Pets & Supplies
Puppies for sale $200.00 The father 
is a Sibearian Husky & female is a 
Brindle Boxer. ni ue Markings Call 
727-315-3323.  will send pictures.

53 Trailers 
Utility Tilt Trailer 6ft. Used Once.

 2 mOdel MMT4 . Call 

719-852-898  or 5 9- 7-1 3 . 
59 Vehicles Wanted

CASH ON THE SPOT FOR JUNK 
AND UNWANTED VEHICLES 
We pickup, no title ok. 719-937-
7935. 719-849-8491 T 11-21

64 Autos for Sale
2004 Sonata $800.00 269k Miles 
Good Conditon. Easy Start. Call 
3 3-8 9- 539. ood Tires, o Rust. 

65 Professional Services

We Landscape and Deliver Gravel. 
We fill in mud holes we do cement 
work. We do other small jobs as 
well. Call us for more information on 
what we can do for. 719  85 -2 27. 
Horseshoeing, New to Area(Working 
Antonito and Surrounding Area)30 
plus years-experience as a Horse-
shoer. C S  O L ! 719-37 -22 2 
or Cell hone 52 -4 4-85 5. 9/8
RELIABLE CARPENTRY - 46 years-
experience in carpentry, painting, stucco, 

tile, drywall, roofing, etc. rug/ lcohol 
free. ree stimates 719-49 -7 3 .
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-58 - 33 or 719-37 -2593. 
THE BLIND GUY window coverings. 
Free measuring, free estimates. Profes-
sional installation. Guaranteed lowest 
prices. Call Tony, 97 -9 3-14 3.
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Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful Charming Custom Home! 
Situated on 12.69 Acres in the country 
but close to town. Lots of open space, large family area with custom fireplace. 
Great kitchen for the gourmet cook, 
stainless appliances, and great for enter-taining. Office, wood floors, tile & gran-
ite. Master Suite, and walk in closets. ra-diant heat floors, beautiful windows, and 
doors. 2 Car attached garage, and addi-
tional garages/RV Garage. Established 
yard with sprinkler system. Outdoor 
patio area to enjoy the views of the San 
Juans! Call to preview this very special 
custom home that offers living in style, 
and comfort! $835,000 MLS#781327

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great location to build you Colorado Dream 
Home! This 4.46-acres is located in the 
much desired Beaver Mesa which has No 
covenants and No HOA. Build next to the 
trees in the back yard and wonderful moun-
tain views out the front. Property is located 
close to town, on the same road that leads 
to the Beaver Mountain Reservoir and Na-
tional Forest Access. South Fork of the Rio 
Grande River is just across the street. Close 
to hiking, biking, hunting, Fishing, golf at 
the Rio Grande Golf Resort, skiing at the Wolf Creek Ski Area and some of the best 
snowmobiling in the state. $139,900 MLS#782932

Curtis Miller, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great business opportunity located 
in the town of Platoro. The Gold Pan 
offers many different opportunities, 
and is surrounded by the Rio Grande 
National Forest where you can have 
access to trails, lakes, streams, and is 
close to Platoro Reservoir. The Gold 
pan has seven cabins that can be used 
for rentals, a general store, a café, 
twenty rv sites with W/S/E 30amp full 
hookups , and open stalls and corrals 
available. Call for more information 
on this outstanding business in God’s 
Country! 1,395,000 MLS#783164

           Keith Bratton, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Feel the freedom and quietness on this 
40+ acre land with National Forest 
bordering on three sides. Views from 
living area and deck take in Del Norte 
Peak. At the base of Aqua Ramon moun-
tain where one can take off into the forest 
to hunt or for a nice drive. No covenants 
or HOA where one could use this as a 
vacation rental. Main floor master with 
open kitchen to living area to enjoy the 
views. Large two car garage. Furniture 
is included to start enjoying the serenity 
from day one. $649,900 MLS#783758

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This sweet little home is located in the heart 
of Alamosa that is within walking distance to 
downtown, Cole Park and Adams State Uni-
versity! With 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom this 
home offers a porch/sunroom with nice win-
dows that you can enjoy while having your 
morning coffee. Inside the house you have a 
natural gas fireplace and a Wood Stove to keep 
you warm on those cold winter evenings. The 
good sized yard has beautiful mature trees and 

a sprinkler system. The back deck offers privacy so you can enjoy the hot tub. It 
also offers a garage to store all your toys and a vehicle. Don’t miss out on this great 
opportunity. Call for more details. $175,000 MLS#785146

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Historic Del Norte home with loads of character 
and tons of space. 4 bedrooms, an office/work out 
room, a craft room and a great room with 2 3/4 baths 
gives you plenty of options. The office has a separate 
entrance, so set up for a home based business.There 
is a kitchen upstairs and downstairs. Big fenced in 
yard with sprinkler system, huge mature trees and 
hot tub. One car garage and a carport for a boat, toys, 

car...conveniently located in town with easy access to shopping, schools, restau-
rants, hospital and offices. This charming newly re-wired home boasts natural gas 
radiators, pellet stove, 2 wood burning fireplaces and a Rinnai heater. Original wood 
floors and high ceilings remind you of the days when homes were built to last. Se-
curity system and fenced dog run. $430,000 MLS#785391

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Come take a look at this newly re-
modeled home situated in a quiet 
cul de sac away from traffic! New 
flooring throughout the house, fresh 
paint, new stainless steel applianc-
es in the kitchen, new wood deck 
in back and is handicap accessi-
ble. Big back yard with a privacy 
fence ready for you to make it your 
own! Zero landscaping in front and 
side yard, as well as a new metal 
roof. Close to town and schools. 
$229,500 MLS#785972

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) � 719-852-0450

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. �e 4443 sq. �. home and 

1015 sq. �. bunkhouse provides a total sq. �. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
lo� that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. �e wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 

BACK ON THE MARKET

Look Improved Price! $54,000
Beautiful parcels, Lot 11 and 
12 with scenic views of the 

surrounding mountains in Deer 
Park. Paved roads with water / 

city water and sewer and utilities 
in place and ready to build. Min-
utes from the Rio Grande River. 

Enjoy the mule deer and wild 
turkeys that visit Deer Park o�en. 

Moments from skiing, fly fishing, hiking, hunting and everything 
outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

MLS #766836
431 and 443 Deer Run • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE UNDER
CONTRACT

IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

�is could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. �is home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. �e 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. �e home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. �. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$69,900 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE! 
• 2 bedroom • 2 bathroom • $335,000

Charming 1,518 SQ FT Home with 
attached 672 SQ FT Cement Floor Garage 
with Workshop and additional 2 storage 
units. Bright and cheery with large living 

area with fire place and large windows 
with beautiful view’s of Beaver Mountain 

and plenty of sun shine. �is home is 
complete with 4 heat sources! 2 ETS systems, Base board heating (all 

rooms), Solar heat and Fireplace. Complete with water and sewer 
system on paved roads. MLS#777866

171 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Beautiful Unique Custom Built Home in Ponderosa Country Estates
�is 4 bedroom 4 bath 2,800 SQ FT home with large 4 car heated 

attached garage and an additional 2 car heated detached garage, work-
shop and studio apartment is located in this wonderful neighborhood 
with no HOA. �is is your home-a-way from home, vacation rental or 

permanent home. Complete with well and sewer system on paved roads. 
$375,900 MLS #778054

2 Ponderosa Country Estates • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

�is Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. �e 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  �e 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa

FOR 

SALE

SOLD
Your Stunning Colorado 

Mountain Oasis!
Beautiful 3,140 SQ. FT. 3 bedroom 3 bath 
home located on 9.59 Acres in Beautiful 
South Fork Ranches Bear Creek. �e large 
master suite/bath is on the main floor. 
Open dinning room, kitchen and living 
room with propane fireplace and windows 
from floor to ceiling with amazing moun-
tain and Rio Grande river views. �e beautiful kitchen includes an eat in island with 
custom countertop and large so� close storage drawers. Convenient large inside laundry 
room and foyer is right off the kitchen and the 4 car attached garage/workshop. �e up-
stairs has two bedrooms, full bath with jet tub and office lo� area. Start your Colorado 
Adventure and schedule your showing today! $639,900  MLS#781345

3313 CO RD 15 Road, South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

We work 

hard for 

you!

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling Your Home? 
If so, We have Buyers. Now 

Accepting AWESOME Listings!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

Y


