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Del Norte Food 
Bank Thanksgiving 
Distribution Nov. 20

DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 
Food Bank will hold its November-
Thanksgiving distribution on 
Saturday, Nov. 20. They will 
serve their regular clients from 9 
to 10 a.m.

New clients — anyone coming to 
the food bank for the first time this 
year — will be served from 10 to 
11 a.m. For more information, call 
719-657-2872 and leave a message.

Kiwanis cancels 
2021 Thanksgiving 
community dinner
SOUTH FORK — The South 

Fork Kiwanis has announced that 
they will not be hosting their annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner this year 
due to a lack of volunteers and 
COVID-19 concerns. The group 
stated that though this year they 
had to cancel they hope to have 
everything in order for a dinner 
in 2022.

Yuletide and 
Winterfest is set for 

Nov. 26-27
SOUTH FORK — The South 

Fork Annual Yuletide and Winterfest 
is just around the corner. There will 
be live entertainment, refreshments, 
shopping opportunities for two full 
days and family fun the night of 
Nov. 26 and another full day of 
fun on the 27.

Creede Arts and 
Crafts Fair is Nov. 

26-27
C R E E D E  —  C r e e d e 

Underground Community Center 
is hosting the Arts and Crafts Fair 
on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 26 
and 27, during the Chocolate Fest 
weekend from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day.

SLV Health Offers 
Child COVID Vax 

Saturday Event
ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 

Health is having a child COVID 
vaccination event on Saturday, Nov. 
20, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
San Luis Valley Health Education-
Conference Center, 1921 Main St., 
Alamosa. Every child, age 5-11 
years old, who receives their first 

fi er CO  vaccine, will receive 
a free snow cone and a movie ticket. 

Call 719-587-1355 to make 
a reservation. Walk-ins are also 
welcome. Only one parent or 
guardian per child will be allowed 
in the building as the child receives 
the COVID vaccine.

Teachers and students 
receive recognition for 

projects

BY MECHEL MEEK 

CENTER — In her weekly 
update, Center Consolidated Schools 
Superintendent Carrie Zimmerman 
outlined some of the progress and events 
in the school district.

“Congratulations to Lupita Ortega, 
our district librarian, who received an 

merican Rescue lan rant specific to 
library sciences. The $6,000 grant was 
awarded in October and Lu is making 

Center Schools update: Librarian receives grant

Photos courtesy of Carrie Zimmerman

Lupita Ortega, Librarian Center 
Consolidated Schools

Fifth-grade presentation, students: Eymy Bustillos, Landry Neufeld, 
and Elliot Cardoza.Please see SCHOOL on Page 5A

By Mechel Meek 
C E N T E R  —  R e c e n t l y, 

professionals working in planning and 
community development discussed 
strategies and ideas for developing 
the North 90 acreage.

These professionals were from a 
variety of areas including the San Luis 
Valley, other areas in Colorado and 
nationally. While the town has yet to 
annex the North 90, the delay is due 
to the need for a comprehensive plan 
of action for development.

According to Keith Brockhurst, 
VISTA Volunteer for the Town of 
Center, “The American Planning 
Association sent its Urban Design 
and Preservation Division’s Design 
and Preservation Rapid Assistance 
Team (D-PRAT). Over the course 

of several days, this team laid out a 
sample land use map for the North 90 
Addition to accommodate the Town’s 
need for residential, commercial, 
public, and industrial space. At the 
same time, they also worked on a 
plan for how to further enhance our 
existing downtown space and how it 
can be seamlessly connected to the 
new development.”

The results of the summit were 
a strong step forward, however, it 
is in the early first stages toward a 
long-term and ambitious community 
improvement project.

“During this summit, while one 
team was working on planning 
and designing the spaces in Center, 
another team made up of SLV 

Photo of courtesy of Town of Center

Professionals working in planning and community development discussed 
strategies and ideas for developing the North 90 acreage.

Work continues on development of North 90  

Please see WORK on Page 7A

BY MECHEL MEEK

CENTER — The Colorado Trust, 
a statewide health equity foundation, 
has expressed a desire to partner with 
the Center community.

The organi ation is looking for 
10-12 grassroots community leaders 
that could help identify and solve 
problems that may exist in Center. 
Their criteria for community leaders 
is that they are passionate about aiding 
our community, truly grassroots and 
have lived experience with the issues, 
and have the time to dedicate to 
these initiatives,” according to Keith 
Brockhurst, VISTA Volunteer for the 
Town of Center.

The involvement of leaders in the 
Center community will be vital for the 
near- and long-term development of 
current and future projects, including 
the North 90 Addition. Positive 
change in the Center community will 
re uire investment by the citi ens of 
the town with their time and ideas 
on how to move the town forward. 
Progress has already begun to take 
shape with the award of several grants 
to downtown businesses.

To take part in this initiative, contact 
Brockhurst at Town Hall.

Photo by Linda Relyea

The 2021 Adams State Spud Bowl candidates included, right to left, front row, Jessa Christensen, Centauri 
High School; Kyla Davis, Sargent High School; Aracely Pedro-Pablo, Alamosa High School; Hannah 
Trujillo, Del Norte High School; Camille Rawinski, Monte Vista High School; back row, Marissa Chacon, 
Antonito High School; Priscila Zapata-Chavez, Center High School; Dailin Estrada, Sanford High School; 
Sofia Minchaca, Sierra Grande High School  and JaeLea Maestas, Centennial High School. Not pictured, 
Yessenia Vera, Mountain Valley High School, and Kamryn Rogers, Sangre de Cristo High School.

The 75th Spud Bowl Queen 
is Priscila Zapata-Chavez

BY LINDA RELYEA

ALAMOSA — Priscila Zapata-
Chave , a senior at Center High 
School, was crowned the 75th 

Spud Bowl Queen during halftime 
of the Adams State University vs. 
Fort Lewis College football game 
on Nov. 6. Autumn Yocom, a 2020 

Sargent High School graduate and 
current Adams State student, also 
received recognition at halftime. 

Please see SPUD on Page 4A

Colorado Trust 
seeks Center 
residents for 

grassroots effort 
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Have a Safe & 
Happy Thanksgiving

Valley Publishing
835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

(719) 852-3531

  Early Deadlines due to

Thanksgiving
November 24 & 25 issues:

Display, Legal, Classified Advertising - Wednesday, Nov. 17 @ 5 p.m.

Editorial - Thursday, Nov. 16 @ 5 p.m.

December 1& 2 issues:
Display, Legal, Classified Advertising - Wednesday, Nov. 24 @ 12 p.m. (noon)

Editorial - Wednesday, Nov. 24 @ 5 p.m.

Our office will be closed on November 25.
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OBITUARIES

Frances (Fran) Elaine Henson, 
73, died Nov. 10, 2021. She was 
born in Mena, Ark., on July 
15, 1948, to Grady and Gladys 
(Pitchford) Cook. She was the 
oldest of three children. Fran 
grew up in Arkansas and Texas, 
and moved with her family to 
the Center, Colo., around 1963. 
She had moved back to Arkansas 
and lived in Tennessee for a 
few years, before returning to 
Colorado.

In her journey, Fran married 
her first husband, who gave her 
five children. 

Fran met the love of her life the 
summer of 1986, Verl Henson. 
They have spent the last 34 
years together. They spent as 
much time as possible camping 
and fishing. Family trips were 
Fran`s best memories. Fran and 
Verl had also taken vacations 
together to different states and 
National Parks.

Fran was preceded in death 
by both of her parents, Grady 
and Gladys Cook, one daughter, 
Carolyn May Aldridge, one son, 
Ronald Sterling Aldridge, two 
granddaughters, grandparents, 
and close friends.

She is survived by her husband, 
Verl Henson, one sister, Kathleen 
“Sam” Wolfe,  one brother, 
Harley Cook, children, Jon 
Ray Aldridge, James (Bobby) 
Aldridge, and Angela (Mike) 
Bonemeyer. Also, her mother and 
father-in-law, U.V. and Marylou 
Henson, bonus children, Ruby 
and Rusty Lindsey, Ronnie 
Wayne Knight, and Rhonda 
Vesper. Fran also was blessed 
with 18 grandchildren,  19 
great-grandchildren, and several 
nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, 
and uncles.

Fran didn’t know how not to 
love and accept children as her 

Richard Ernest ‘Rick’ Black
Richard Ernest “Rick” Black, 

born in Del Norte, Colo., on Feb. 9, 
1947, passed away on Friday, Nov. 
12, 2021, in Loveland, Colo., at the 
age of 74, due to complications from 
COVID-19. In recent years, Rick had 
battled serious medical issues related 
to his military service in the Vietnam 
War, but despite this discomfort, 
Rick met those challenges with his 
self-deprecating humor, quick wit, 
and a smile.

One of seven children, Rick was 
raised in Del Norte, Colo., by Barney 
and Freeda Black, and graduated 
high school in 1965 before joining 
the United States Navy. After Rick’s 
honorable service to our country, he 
returned home to Del Norte where 
he met and married the love of his 
life, Colleen Kathryn Howell, on 
Sept. 11, 1970. One year later, they 
welcomed daughter Aimee Kathleen, 
with a son, Ryan Christopher, arriving 
two years later.

Rick established a lengthy and 
highly respected career in law 
enforcement, beginning with 
the Springfield Colorado Police 
Department in 1971, acting as Chief 
of Police for a time before joining the 
Baca County Sheriff’s Office.

In 1979, Rick moved his family to 
Lamar, Colo., to accept a position with 
the Lamar Police Department, where 
he was Detective Sergeant until his 
first retirement in 1991.

Continuing his life of service 
in law enforcement, Rick was a 
valued member of the Colorado 
State Patrol dispatch center for a 
number of years, as well as a well-
respected investigator with Rampart 
Investigations.

Eventually, Rick and Colleen 
returned to the San Luis Valley and 
built a home in Del Norte to be near 
their ever-growing family. Always 
a man of service, Rick paused his 
law enforcement career for a time 
to tend to patients with Respiratory 
Services Inc., before ultimately taking 
a position as a parole officer with the 
Colorado Department of Corrections 
in 2005.

After a commendable and 

prestigious career, Rick retired fully 
from law enforcement in 2015, 
to concentrate on his health and 
spend time with his wife, children, 
grandchildren and ultimately, three 
great-grandchildren who were the 
light of his life.

The mountains of the San Luis 
Valley were truly where Rick found 
his happiness, so being able to build 
a home there, surrounded by such a 
rich family history was always a great 
source of pride for him, but above all 
else, he was proud of his family and 
never shied away from telling anyone 
who asked, just what a lucky man he 
was, in his estimation, no man was 
ever as fortunate as he.

Indeed, Rick lived a life of great 
integrity where he enjoyed a wealth 
of love and admiration from family 
and friends and earned an immense 
amount of respect from those who 
knew him.

Rick is survived by his wife of 
51 years, Colleen Kathryn Howell 
Black, and his beloved dogs Deuce 
and Maddee of the family home 
in Del Norte, Colo., his daughter 
Aimee Black (Crystal Richards) of 
Parker, Colo., his son Ryan Black 
(Christy Bergman) of Alamosa, Colo., 
his grandson Kyle Black (Marissa 
Westerman) of Alamosa, Colo., 
granddaughter Kayla Black of Del 
Norte, Colo., and great-grandchildren 
ack, ova and uriah. He is also 

survived by his siblings Ken (Alice) 
Black, Kelly (Kathy) Black, Patsy 
Black, and Robin (Craig) Hargis, as 
well as several cousins, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Rick also 
leaves behind countless friends and 

colleagues whose lives were indelibly 
touched by his loyalty and kindness.

Rick is now joyously reunited with 
his dearly departed parents Barney 
and Freeda Black, brothers Ronnie 
and Donnie, best friend Scott Darnall, 
treasured mentors Junior Dapron and 
Willard Goff, as well as a host of 
beloved family members and lifelong 
friends.

Per his request, Rick was cremated, 
and a celebration of life will be 
held in his honor in 2022. The 
family wishes to send very special 
thanks to the exceptional staff at 
the UCHealth Medical Center of 
the Rockies in Loveland, Colo., for 
the incredible care and compassion 
they demonstrated during this most 
difficult time. Memorial onations 
may be made in Rick’s name to 
Vietnam Veterans of America at 
https:/vva.org/donate

Arrangements  in  care  of 
Strohmayer’s Funeral Home.

Frances (Fran) Elaine Henson

own. She is also survived by 
many “adopted” children and 
grandchildren. She had a huge 
heart capable of loving everyone 
she could. 

She wanted to share her love 
of the Lord and did as much as 
she could from teaching Bible 
studies to helping in the church 
in any way possible. Fran served 
as a Deacon for many years and 
worked with children; from 
nursery to youth group ages. 
She has now joined her many 
close church friends and family 
in heaven.

Frances was a kind, loving, 
and gentle soul. The family was 
blessed, and grateful God gave 
her to us to love for a lifetime. 
She will be truly missed on this 
Earth.

The family  wi l l  have a 
celebration of life at a later date.

Rogers Family Mortuary is 
in care of the arrangements. 
To leave online condolences, 
words of strength and comfort 
or remembrances for Fran’s 
family,  please vis i t  www.
RogersFunerals.com.

SAG ACH  CO NTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between ov. 
8 and Nov. 14, 2021.

The Sheriff’s Department’s activity 
on the road included one crash with 
property damage, two abandoned 
vehicles, one traffic complaint, and 
12 traffic stops. They also assisted a 
motorist once, patrolled the Town of 
Saguache nine times, and conducted 
two VIN inspections.

In addition, there was one report 

of assault, one report of theft, two 
reports of property damage, one 
report of threatening, one alarm 
report, one report of harassment, two 
reports of trespassing, one report of 
civil dispute and one animal problem 
report. 

They also responded to four 
controlled burns, three reports of 
loose livestock, two civil standbys, 
one fire other , one search and 
rescue call, provided information 
six times, one citi en assist, and four 
ambulance calls.

SAGUACHE COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S REPORT
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LETTER

OPINION & EDITORIAL

If you follow Ol Dutch and Miss 
Trixie’s travels and temporary sojourns 
in places far and wide, you know that 
we spend our summers in Colorado. We 
have a large RV that we tow thereby 
helping to increase global warming 
and keep the gas stations in business. 
You are welcome, Al Gore. 

The mountains are a wonderful place 
to spend the hot months and Ol’ Dutch 
gets to hunt and fish to his heart’s content 
which is “the plan.” 

However, there is one thing we do 
not have there and that is television. 

ell, we do have the firestick thing if 
you can figure out how to maneuver 
through it but  cannot honestly find 
much on there to watch. 

So, it’s when we head south for the 
winter that Ol’ utch finds himself 
finally able to get some television via 
the old rabbit ears antenna. 

Now we get football games, old 
sitcoms, talk shows, Dallas televangelist 
and celebrity awards shows. Thankfully 
those shows are limited in occurrence 
as there are just so many folks for the 
plethora of awards given out or Miss 
Trixie would be glued to the boob tube, 
night and day watching them glad-
hand one another and pat themselves 
on the back. 

I have noticed a marked increase, 
however, in the number of advertising 
spots offered per hour on that infernal 
machine. Not only do they interrupt my 
shows on a regular basis but the length 
of the interruptions for said ads has 
increased to the point it almost equals 
the time of the actual show. 

I don’t know about you, but I am 
getting darned tired of Willie Joe 
Namath pandering to a bunch of old 
people trying to get them to switch to 
some Medicare provider. And not only 
that, but now Captain Kirk has also 
lent his hand to the effort and tries to 
crack a funny joke in the middle of the 
performance. 

There is nothing these companies 
won’t stoop to in order to get our 
money. They have evidently offered 
Tom Selleck enough dough to sell 
reverse mortgages, and that is as low 
as you can stoop in my book. I used to 
really like the guy but overexposure to 
this nonsense has ruined my respect for 
him totally. 

Yes, I know television has long been 
a great medium for getting the news out 

Editor,
Chances are good that you know 

someone struggling to find an 
affordable home in the San Luis 
Valley. Although lack of low-income 
housing is a state-wide issue, it has 
reached emergency proportions in 
our rural Valley, where developers 
can’t earn the profits needed to ustify 
their investment and county housing 
authorities are underfunded. Seniors 
are one group particularly hard hit by 
lack of affordable housing and there 
is a project in Crestone — Living 
Wisdom Village — that has a solution. 

Years ago, it became evident that 
Crestone was losing valued elders 
who could no longer afford to live in 
the community they loved. Crestone 
Peak Community Housing (CPCH) 
created Living Wisdom Village, a 
pro ect that specifically addresses 
housing needs for low-income 
seniors who can live independently. 
A majority of the 50 people on the 
LWV waitlist are single women with 
Social Security incomes of less than 
$1,000 a month, a consequence of 

wage inequality they experienced 
during their careers. 

LWV will be a village of 20 studio, 
one- and two-bedroom rental homes, 
where seniors will live safely near 
supportive and helpful neighbors, 
within walking distance of downtown 
Crestone. When seniors have a 
stable, affordable place to call home, 
it contributes to improved mental 
and physical health. This project 
acknowledges the vital importance 
of treating seniors with dignity and 
helping them retain their independence 
for as long as possible, regardless 
of their financial capabilities. L  
residents will have the opportunity to 
not only survive but to thrive, as they 
encounter the challenges that are a 
result of the aging process. 

Fundraising for LWV is in its 
final and most crucial stage. rants 
have been received from Front 
Range foundations and the Colorado 
Division of Housing has made a 
funding commitment. Crestone 
community members have donated 
over $100,000. The land has been 

purchased, the design is finali ed, 
and the project is “shovel ready” 
to break ground in spring, 2022. 
Additional funds must be raised by 
January 2022 to remain aligned with 
the construction schedule. 

This year, LWV is part of one of 
the largest one-day giving events in 
the country — ColoradoGives Day 
— an annual statewide movement 
that strengthens communities by 
helping power non-profits like 
L . very nonprofit receives a 
portion of a $1 million-plus incentive 
fund, increasing the impact and the 
value of every dollar you donate. 
Go to livingwisdomvillage.org and 
schedule your donation for Dec. 7. 

We also welcome checks made 
payable to CPCH. Please send to P.O. 
Box 911, Crestone CO 81131. 

Your donation to this desperately 
needed project will help create a 
powerful change in the Crestone 
community and serve as a model for 
affordable rural housing in Colorado.

Denise Peine
Secretary, Board of Directors LWV

Lunar Eclipse 
One good thing about this 

unseasonably warm weather we’ve 
been having is that you can go out 
in the evening and look at the sky 
without free ing. nless it’s snowing, 
and I wish it would, the sky this time 
of the year is always crystal clear. So, 
there are lots to see — the Andromeda 
galaxy, many beautiful star clusters, 
and constellations. The only problem 
is that the full moon will occur on the 
19th. But then in a few days, it will 
start to rise later, giving us time to 
observe the stars. 

What’s interesting about this full 
moon is that there will be a partial 
lunar eclipse on the 19th. This 
happens because Earth is between 
the Sun and the Moon, so the moon 
becomes faint. This starts at 12:18 
a.m. and peaks at 2:03 a.m. So, when 

Get off my TV

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

there about new products and services 
but of late, they are just pounding out 
that message in record numbers. 

Other products such as vitamins, 
minerals, medicines, additives, 
supplements, and food also grace the 
airwaves with promises of eternal health 
and youth. 

And they all seem to have some kind 
of beneficial effect on the human body 
so they must be good, right? There are 
so many, however, Ol’ Dutch wonders 
if you took all those products if you 
would even have to eat any food at all. 

This reminds me of a fellow that 
came to our church some many years 
ago. He was sold on some products in 
pill form that provided all the nutrients 
needed for the human body. And had 
quit eating any natural foods save the 
plastic-wrapped pills. 

Soon Mitch had shriveled up into a 
tiny being and began to look much like 
an alien as his eyes bugged out of his 
head like a bachelor in a peep show. 

This poor guy ended up dying from 
good health and to this day still has not 
recovered from his ordeal. 

Ol’ Dutch is about to take the tin foil 
off the rabbit ears and just live in peace 
and quiet for the winter. Either that or 
 will soon find myself mortgaging the 

property and switching to Broadway 
Joe’s Medicare. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
oo er, fish, hunt, A  or hi e daily  
is email is e in routRe u lic

com  Additional ne s can e found at 
troutre u lic com or on itter 

at routRe u lic com

Living Wisdom Village addresses senior 
housing challenge — donations needed

YOUR NIGHT SKY
BY DARLENE DANKO

you get up during the night 
look at the window until you 
find the moon, and then see 
what you can see. 

The position of constellations 
changes throughout the year as 
Earth orbits the Sun. Each night 
they rise about 4 minutes earlier, 
and about 2 hours earlier each 
month. So, some constellations 
are only visible in the winter, while 
others are only visible in the summer. 
This also changes the position of the 
Milky Way in our sky. It’s now visible 
overhead from east to west, and the 
Orion constellation rises in the east 
close to the Milky Way. 

There are also some constellations 
that are closer to Polaris, the north 
star, that are always visible. They 
just seem to change position as 
they circle around Polaris. Some 
of these are Ursa Major “the Big 
Dipper,” Ursa Minor “the Little 

Dipper,” Draco the Dragon, and 
Cassiopeia. 

The moon is high in the sky in the 
winter and low in the summer, while 
the Sun is low in the winter and high 
in the summer. So, in June, the Sun 
will sit in front of Taurus. This is 
due to Earth’s tilt and the fact that 
the Sun and Moon are opposite each 
other. Don’t forget to get up at 2 a.m. 
on the 19th and look for the moon to 
view what you can see.

LETTERS POLICY

Letters are welcome and encouraged. They should be 
fewer than 300 words, unless arranged beforehand with the 
editor, and they are subject to editing for length and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the author and include 
a phone number and address where the author can be 
reached (these are not for publication). Letters forwarded 
from other organi ations or sent to staff and not for print 
must be designated as such. Letters over 300 words and 
without contact information will be returned to the sender 

or discarded. 
We will accept one letter per person, per subject, per four 

issues. We reserve the right to reject letters for reasons we 
believe are appropriate. Please send letters to Letter to the 
Editor c/o Valley Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte Vista, 
CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.
com (Attention: Letter to the Editor). Deadline for letters 
is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to space constraints.
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There’s No Place 
Like “Home for the 
Holidays” to Advertise

719-852-3531
235 First Ave. • Monte Vista

Our Holiday Gift Guide is the go-to solution for holiday shoppers. 
Make sure your products and services are in the spotlight. 

Call today 719-852-3531 to reserve your space in the Holiday Gift 
Guide, and your ad will appear online for the same great price!

Sandra Marquez • smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams • bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Maximize your exposure to potential 
customers this holiday season with 

targeted advertising in our Holiday Gift 
Guide. This special section is a great 
place to draw their attention to your 

holiday products and services!

SPUD
Continued from Page 1A

Priscila Zapata-Chacon, Center 
High School, is the 2021 Spud Bowl 
Queen.

Due to 2020 COVID restrictions 
Yocum’s crowning was not public.

The Spud Bowl tradition began in 
1946, when the potato farmers in the 
Valley were asked to contribute sacks 
of spuds to the University, which, 
in turn, were converted into cash to 
supplement the athletic program. The 
tradition and spirit have continued, 
and Spud Bowl remains a highlight 
of each football season.

Each year, San Luis Valley high 
schools are asked to nominate a 
senior candidate for Spud Bowl. 
The candidates are interviewed by 
a panel of judges, and the winner is 
selected and announced at halftime 
of the football game. The Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee and 
Adams State University Foundation 
award scholarships of $1,000 to each 
contestant to attend Adams State and 

$2,000 to the Spud Bowl Queen.
The 2021 candidates were: Aracely 

Pedro-Pablo, Alamosa High School; 
Marissa Chacon, Antonito High 
School; Jessa Christensen, Centauri 
High School; JaeLea Maestas, 
Centennial High School; Priscila 

apata-Chave , Center High School  
Hannah Trujillo, Del Norte High 
School; Camille Rawinski, Monte 
Vista High School; Yessenia Vera, 
Mountain Valley High School; 
Dailin Estrada, Sanford High School; 
Kamryn Rogers, Sangre de Cristo 
High School; Kyla Davis, Sargent 
High School  and Sofia Minchaca, 
Sierra Grande High School.

Judges for this year’s contest were 
Roger Mix and Matt Seger, Colorado 
Potato Administrative Committee, 
and Maria alde , dams State 
accounting technician II.

Photo courtesy of SLVH

From left to right, San Luis Valley Health’s Kathy 
Hostetter, RN and Dr. Amy Robertson, MD, and 
Rita Montoya. SLVH Women’s Clinic is offering a 
new non-invasive way to treat overactive bladders.

SLVH Women’s Clinic offers new non-invasive way to treat overactive bladders
STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — Rita Montoya, a 
patient of Dr. Amy Robertson at the San 
Luis Valley Health Women’s Clinic, was 
starting to think the only way to help her 
overactive bladder was surgery. But Dr. 
Robertson suggested the Posterior Tibial 
Nerve Stimulation (PTNS) treatment 
instead and it has helped Montoya 
immensely. 

Overactive bladders can be caused 
by a variety of factors, and affect 
more women than men. Symptoms 
can include feeling a sudden urge 
to urinate that’s difficult to control, 
incontinence, and frequent urination, 
particularly if someone has to wake 
multiple times in the night to go to 
the bathroom.

For Montoya, she said the two biggest 
problems she had with 
her overactive bladder 
were her inability to 
sleep throughout the 
night and exercising. 
She couldn’t walk 
or go anywhere 
without worrying 
about getting to the 
bathroom in time if 
the urge hit her. 

Needless to say, 
having an overactive 
bladder can be 
disruptive to a person’s 
life and, according to 
the Mayo Clinic, can 
cause anxiety and 
depression.

However, people in the San Luis 
Valley with overactive bladders have 
more options with SLVH’s newest 
treatment offered. 

PTNS is non-invasive and can treat 
overactive bladders by stimulating a 
nerve that runs through the leg. 

The treatment involves a needle 
electrode  the si e of an acupuncture 
needle — being inserted near the 
patient’s ankle. Then, the clinician will 
attach the stimulator. The patient will sit 
for about 30 minutes as the stimulator 
sends out gentle impulses. 

Montoya said she only feels subtle 
pulses in her foot, otherwise there’s no 
pain or discomfort as she waits. 

As far as results go, Montoya said 
she’s only had a positive experience.

“I would have accidents sometimes, 
but [after PTNS], I can go walking and 
I don’t have to worry about it,” she said. 

t’s pretty awesome. nd the first night 
I slept through the night, I woke up 
feeling refreshed. So now I tell everyone 
about it.”

The treatment is performed once 
a week for 12 weeks. Afterward, 
occasional treatments may be necessary 

to sustain results. Montoya is currently 
coming in for treatment about once a 
month.

“For me, it’s a great alternative to 
surgery, it’s non-invasive, and it’s really 
worked for me,” she said.
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Send your Letters to Santa 
to be included in this very 
special issue by Tuesday, 

December 7  to email:
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com 
or mail: Valley Publishing

PO Box 607
Monte Vista, CO 81144

Letters
       to

Santa
Will be published 

in the
December 15, 

2021 issues 
of your local 
newspaper

SLV Health welcomes 
Physician Assistant 

Ballinger to the 
Orthopedics Team

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

ALAMOSA — Haley Ballinger, 
PA-C, has joined the Sports Medicine 
Team at San Luis Valley Health.

As a former NCAA Division I 
women’s tennis student athlete, she 
brings her fun, competitive spirit to the 
Orthopedics Team of Drs. Jason Defee, 
Carissa Tripi and Tish Hollingsworth at 
Stuart Ave Clinic in Alamosa.

She graduated from Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center and is 
looking forward to enjoying the beauty 
of the outdoors in the San Luis Valley.

She loves interacting with patients, 
getting to know their stories, and 
partnering with their care plan to restore 
their active lifestyles.

She is soon to be married and her 
fiancé hopes to establish his own 
business as they explore their first real  
winter and snow together. Call the Sports 
Medicine Clinic, for a consultation today 
at 719-587-5700.

Photos courtesy of Carrie Zimmerman

Decorations in Center Schools hallways.

SCHOOL
Continued from Page 1A

student-led learning, where three fifth-
grade students held a presentation on 
various student pro ects and the fifth-
grade yearbook project.

“The students prepared the 
presentation on their own and shared 
out about the student-led projects that 
they are working on in their classroom, 
including a fifth-grade yearbook pro ect. 
Students that presented were Eymy 

Bustillos, Landry Neufeld, and Elliot 
Cardo a,  according to immerman.

The paraprofessionals and students 

in the schools have also been working 
on decorating the school to make it feel 
more inviting.

plans on how best to use those funds 
to benefit our students and the library. 
Grant funds have been provided by 
the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services through the Colorado State 
Library to help communities respond 
to the pandemic as well as to related 
economic and community needs through 
equitable approaches in digital inclusion 
and library services,” Zimmerman 
stated.

On Friday, Nov. 12, a vaccination 
clinic was held by Saguache County 
Public Health, with COVID-19 vaccines 
given to 136 people, including 53 
children under the age of 12.

Center Schools also have a new nurse 

added to the nursing team for the district, 
Tiffany Smith.

According to Zimmerman, “She is 
coming on board as part of our COVID 
relief efforts and will be helping with 
testing, contact tracing, and providing 
health support for our after-school 
programs.”

Two teachers were recogni ed at 
the Center Schools November board 
meeting — Tayler Kriss, Skoglund 
Middle School Science teacher, and 

lex Magness a fifth-grade teacher at 
Haskin Elementary. Both teachers were 
recogni ed for their outstanding work 
in engaging their respective classrooms 
students, including an example of 
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

High Valley 
Community 
Center spent 
the past week 
finishing up 
swimming 
lessons and 
getting ready 
for the holiday 
break.

Photos courtesy of 

HVCC

HVCC celebrates girls basketball and diversity
SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Hi, community members! We 
hope everyone is staying healthy and 
enjoying their November. Our theme of 
the week was “Social Justice.”

The activities introduced the kiddos 
to the importance of self-identity, 
celebrating diversity, and the large 
impact small efforts can make. This 
theme is especially significant because 
it brings HVCC’s motto, “Youth are the 
Solution” into practice.

The last week of the girls regular 
basketball season, HVCC hosted a 
basketball game between both girls 
basketball teams and HVCC coaches 
and parents. The last game of the season 
was on Saturday, Nov. 13. The end-of-
season tournament will be from Nov. 
15-20. If you have any questions about 
the tournament schedule, make sure to 
check out our website, www.theHVCC.
org or give us a call at 719-657-2172.

Many thanks to our four girls 
basketball coaches — Trish Archuleta, 
Leroy Tru illo, im on ale , and 
Crystal Maxwell — for not only 
helping the kiddos to improve their 
basketball skills but also for helping 
to build character, which extends 
past the basketball court. We are also 
appreciative of the individuals who 
helped officiate games. You all help 
contribute to the success of HVCC 
sports! 

Boys grades 3-4 and 5-6 basketball, 
as well as K-2 co-ed basketball 
registration closed on Nov. 15. Please 
note children must also be registered 
through HVCC to play sports. We will 
have a few practices early in December 
and will resume in January after winter 
break. Keep an eye on our website for 
basketball updates and an upcoming 
schedule.

Parents and guardians, this is your last 
chance to send your kids swimming in 
2021! Our final abulous riday at the 
Sand Dunes Swimming Pool will be on 
Friday, Nov. 19, and will also include 
a pi a party! arents and guardians 
are welcome to join us! We will have 

more fun Fabulous Fridays planned 
after Thanksgiving break. 

Please note that HVCC will be closed 
from Nov. 23-26 for Thanksgiving 
break. We will resume Tuesday, Nov. 
30.

Have a wonderful week, everyone!
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San Luis Valley
Scoreboard 2021 -2022

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres � Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

Football
STATE PLAYOFFS

6-Man
Granada 48 .............. Sierra Grande 44
8-Man
Sanford 62 ................Vail Christian 38
Class 1A
Centauri 40 ...............................Yuma 7
Sanford @ Mancos and Buena Vista @ 
Centauri both games Saturday at 1pm.

Worry and I used to be very close 
companions. We spent a lot of time 
together and back then, I thought that 
was a normal way to live. But through 
the years, God has helped me end my 
relationship with worry. And He did it 
with the help of my husband, Dave.

Dave and I have been married for forty-
six years now, and every time I have come 
to him with a problem, Dave has had only 
one thing to say: “Cast your care.” 

Believe me, it’s not very appealing to 
hear those words from your spouse when 
you’re feeling frustrated and upset, but 
it’s exactly what the Bible tells us to do.

First Peter 5:7 says to “cast all your 
anxiety on him because he cares for 
you” (NIV).

In the dictionary, the word cast 
means “to pitch or to throw.” I think that 
description says a lot because if you’re 
going to end your relationship with 
worry, then you’re going to have to get 
aggressive about it. 

For example, we don’t have to accept 
every thought that comes into our head. 
We can be selective, casting out the 
wrong ones and helping the right ones 
take root.  find that my whole outlook 
changes as I say simple prayers: “God, 
I believe You’re working in my life, 
and I’m expecting something good to 
happen today.” 

I’m not saying we should ignore our 
problems, wishing they’d just go away. 
It’s good for us to look at our problems 
squarely and honestly, but we can’t let 
them keep us from adopting a hopeful, 
positive attitude that says, “I believe 
God is in control!”

There’s a saying that goes, “Worry 
sees the problem; faith sees the God who 
can handle the problem.” So I want to 
ask you: Do your problems know where 
they stand in relationship to God in your 
life? 

Get Your Eyes Glued on God
I love the story of Abraham, who at 

100 years of age, believed God would 
give Him a son and make him the father 
of many nations. 

When Abraham’s wife, Sarah, learned 

about God’s promise, she laughed, 
because it seemed utterly impossible 
to her. She was already beyond her 
childbearing years, and Abraham was 
no spring chicken. But he chose to look 
beyond his problem and believe God. 
I’m absolutely amazed by that!

The Bible says that God can do 
“immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine” (Ephesians 3:20). So no matter 
what our circumstances look like, we 
just need to keep our eyes on God. 

Timing Is Everything, and 
Everything Takes Time

Typically when we have a problem, 
God will do one of two things. He’ll 
either remove the problem or He’ll give 
us the ability to get through our time of 
difficulty with a positive attitude. 

As I’ve grown in my relationship with 
God, I’ve become more comfortable 
leaving that choice up to God. Because 
if He leads me through something I 
really don’t want to go through, then I 
know He has a purpose in mind. 

As a child I experienced years of 
sexual abuse, which was absolutely 
tormenting. The amazing thing is, 
everything God has done in my life 
through that horrible situation—all 
of the healing and restoration—has 
prepared me to do what He’s called me 
to do today. I didn’t always understand 
why things were happening the way 
they did at the time, but I learned how to 
walk by faith and trust God’s goodness 
even when my circumstances didn’t 
make sense to me.

It’s absolutely wonderful when we 
can feel completely comfortable not 
knowing the “why” behind what’s 
happening in our lives.

We don’t always have to know what 
God is going to do or when He’s going 
to do it. All we really need to know is 
that God has a plan and He is in control. 
We can rest in the truth that at the right 
time, God will execute His plan. (See 
Proverbs 3:5-6.)

Trusting God Brings the Best 
Results

Worry Is NOT Your Friend

Maybe there’s something happening 
in your life right now that you don’t 
understand and it’s causing you to 
worry. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to be 
able to say, “I don’t understand this and 
it hurts right now, but I believe God is 
going to work it out”?

If you’ve already wasted a lot of your 
time with worry, I encourage you to 
break up that bad relationship. Instead 
of giving way to anxious emotions, you 
can do what God has urged me to do all 
these years: Cast your care.

Romans 8:28 says, “We know that 
in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” I 
believe that. 

Not everything that happens is good. 
But it can work out for good for those 
who keep loving God and keep pursuing 
His will in their lives. There’s nothing 
God can’t turn around if you’ll put your 
trust in Him! 

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
fi e teaching  series he ause and 

ure for orry  ou can also contact us 
to recei e our free maga ine, njoying 

eryday ife, y calling  
 or isiting joycemeyerorg  

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
AUTHENTICALLY, UNIQUELY 
YOU (FaithWords). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Public Notice

Saguache County is currently accepting proposals for the Saguache County 2021 
iscal Year audit.  The ideal firm or individual will have extensive knowledge and 

experience related to conducting governmental audits in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting and auditing standards, and preparing financial statements that 
conform to all state, federal and industry guidelines.  
All interested parties should submit a S L  letter of interest and a proposal for 
services by ovember 30, 2021 at 3 00 M to  Saguache County dministration 
office.  Sealed envelope must say 2021 udit on the front of the envelope.
Letters can be mailed to Saguache County O Box 100, Saguache, CO 81149 or hand 
delivered to 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO 81149.

or additional information contact Saguache County dministration at 719- 55-2231 
or wmae saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1611 published in the Center Post Dispatch, �ursday, October 28 and November  4, 11, 
18 and 25, 2021.

ELECTION OF THE SAN LUIS VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on Tuesday, the 7th day of 
December, 2021 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  The Board of Directors of 
the District has designated the following polling place within the District:

Office of the San Luis alley rrigation istrict
29  Miles Street

Town of Center, Saguache County, Colorado
At said election, the electors of the District shall vote for Director(s) to serve the following 
term s  of office on the Board of irectors of the istrict

One irector for ivision  for a 3-Year Term
The name s  of person s  nominated and term s  of office for which nominated are as 
follows:

Mark Beiriger, irector for ivision  for a 3-year term 
One irector at Large for a 3-year term

The name s  of person s  nominated and term s  of office for which nominated are as 
follows:

atrick Brownell, irector at Large for a 3-year term
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that an elector of said District for the purpose of said 
election is a person who (1) owns taxable real property within the District, and (2) is over 
the age of twenty-one years.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications for absent voter’s ballots may be filed 
with the Secretary of the istrict, my S. ean, at 29  Miles Street, Center, Colorado until 
4 00 p.m. on the riday immediately preceding the election.  ffidavits of intent to be a 
write-in candidate must be filed no later than 4 00 o’clock p.m. on the riday immediately 
preceding the election riday, the 3rd of ecember, 2021 .

San Luis alley rrigation istrict
By:   /s/   my S. ean 

Secretary
No. 1614 published in the Center Post Dispatch, �ursday, November 18 and 25 and Decem-
ber 2, 2021.

stakeholders and other Colorado 
experts were working on policy to 
ensure this development works for 
current residents and locals. The 
Town is incredibly grateful for all 
of the support in making progress 
on these initiatives and will soon 
seek to engage the broader Center 
community,” stated Brockhurst.

The overall goal of the project is to 
create a cohesive town, with the new 
development as a seamless part of the 
whole, not a distinctly separate area 
from the current downtown.

WORK
Continued from Page 1A

(The Center Square) – Colorado 
stands to see billions in federal funding 
from the $1.2 trillion infrastructure 
bill passed by the U.S. House of 
Representatives over the weekend.

The funding is meant for infrastructure 

Colorado to see billions in federal infrastructure bill
improvements on roads and bridges, 
public transit and airports, as well as the 
expansion of electric vehicle charging 
stations and wildfire mitigation efforts.

Colorado’s congressional delegation 
voted 6-3 along party lines to pass the 

bill, with Republican Reps. Lauren 
Boebert, Ken Buck, and Doug Lamborn 
voting against the bill.

“This is American democracy at 
its best,” Sen. John Hickenlooper, 
D-Colo., said in a statement. “We’ve just 
passed the biggest climate bill in U.S. 
history and the biggest infrastructure 
investment since the New Deal. While 
there’s more to come, today America 
showed we can work together.”

Colorado is expected to get $3.7 
billion for road improvements and 
$225 million for bridge improvements, 

as well as more than $110 million 
to expand the state’s broadband 
infrastructure, and $57 million for 
electric vehicle charging stations.

Other investments Colorado is set 
to receive under the bill include $432 
million for airport pro ects over five 
years, $688 million for clean water 
pro ects, and 35 million for wildfire 
protection.

Rep. Lamborn critici ed the bill 
for failing to moderni e the ational 
Environmental Policy Act process, 
which he argues makes infrastructure 

projects unnecessarily “lengthy and 
costly.”

Lamborn also said that the bill fails 
to invest in “traditional” infrastructure, 
and instead favors investments in Green 
New Deal initiatives.

“While it is true that we to need to 
address many forms of infrastructure, 
such as replacing aging roads and 
bridges, strengthening our electrical grid, 
and expanding access to broadband, I 
could not support legislation that spends 
so little on traditional infrastructure,” 
Lamborn said in a statement.

MINERAL COUNTY — The 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
is set for 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 20, at the Creede Underground 
Community Center. Attendees are 
asked to bring a large side dish 
or dessert to share. Turkey, ham, 
potatoes, dressing, and rolls will be 
provided for free. If you want a meal 
delivered or want to-go, pick-up, call 
719-658-0811 by Nov. 18.

SLVH Foundation seeks gently 
used medical equipment

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Health Foundation is asking for gently 
used wheelchairs, crutches, walkers 
and or other medical equipment. With 
the supply chains still being affected 
by COVID-19 any help with donations 
would be greatly appreciated.
For questions or to make pick up or 

drop off arrangements, contact Kelly 
Gurule with the SLVH Foundation at 
719-587-5707.

Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner in 

Creede is Nov. 20
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From hot new shops to great restaurant specials, 
entertainment, services and more, our Local Businesses 

have you  covered, don’t miss out on a thing!

852-5700 • 859 Acequia Dr. • Monte Vista

Free Estimates

All Insurance Claims Accepted

Glasurit Waterborne Paint… 
Environmentally Friendly!

(719) 852-8849 • 839 First Ave. • Monte Vista 

Men’s & Women’s 
Clothing Jewelry, 

Shoes, Accessories 
and much more!

Gifts of all sizes for 
all occasions! 

Winter Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Shop Online! www.thefineryboutique.com

Follow us on social media @bebeautiulmontevista

Dr. Lucero, 
D.D.S., 

Prosthodontist
Family Dentistry

      852-2552 
10 Rupert St. • Monte Vista

The Monte Vista Coop

719-852-5181   WWW.MVCOOP.COM 

901 First Ave., Monte Vista   852-5933

Is this your 
dream home?

Maybe… maybe not. 
But, whatever your dream 
home looks like, RG Bank 

can help that dream become a reality with 
affordable financing at terms to fit your 

needs. Call us today!

Purchase • Construction • Refinance

 www.RGBank.bank NMLS #421822

Member

FDIC

Shades,
Quilts, & Etc.
Quilting • Window Treatments 

Yarn • DMC Embroidery

129 Adams St. • Monte Vista
852-2179

Spring Sale!
15% Off

Everything in the Store!

New Hours: Thurs. & Friday 9-5, Sat. 9-3

150 N. Broadway
Monte Vista

San Luis Valley
Auto Repair llc

Complete Automotive Service

Matt Ratzlaff
(719) 852-2536

3415 Mariposa • Alamosa

401 Edison Ave. • Alamosa

330 Solar • Monte Vista

www.slvfed.com

SLV Garden Center, LLC 
�e Sawyer Brothers 

719-852 GROW (4769) • 1669 N Hwy 285 • Monte Vista
(north of Dos Rio Restaurant)

Specializing in customer service 
HOURS — Monday-Friday 9:30-4:30

Five Years Strong and Still Going!
�e Valley’s Premier, Full-Spectrum CBD Store! 
Tinctures, Creams, Salves, Capsules, Pet Products 

and much more! Best selection in the SLV!

P.O. Box 875
1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista

(719) 852-0353
www.wentanip.com

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, LLC Don Wenta, 
Owner

All lines of CIPC, DMN, EC, Biox and Sanitizers
A local family-owned business specializing in potato sprout 

control and crop storage management solutions.

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Y�r Local Businesses!

Suppt Local

In Print & Online
www.montevistajournal.com

Valley Publishing 719-852-3531

JOURNAL
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Team Ropin’ Conversation

Supplement to The Monte Vista Journal, Center Post-Dispatch, The Conejos County 
Citizen, The Mineral County Miner, The South Fork Tines, and The Del Norte Prospector.

BOXHOLDER LOCAL-RURAL CAR-RT SORT   STANDARD MAIL RATE U.S. Postage PAID  
 Permit No. 70 Alamosa, CO 81101

Wednesday, November 17, 2021

Serving the entire San Luis Valley

BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Grand Opening 
Saturday, Nov. 20th 11 a.m. -3 p.m.

229-C Adams St. � Monte Vista

THE COMM SHACK
Communications Shack, LLCSpecializing in CB, Ham, GMRS, Scanners & Shortwave Radios and Cell Phones.

Cyber Cafe
Gifts & Souvenirs719-239-1811 � CommunicationsShack.com

“There’s only one thing worse than eat-
ing next to a left-handed person, and that’s 
heading for him. It’s like trying to screw the 
male end of a garden house into the matching 
threads on your stock tank drain,” so spoke 
Bob to Allen, two fair-to-middlin’ team rop-
ers, both fives, in the prime of their addiction.  
The e uivalent of two-pack-a-day ropers.

“Yeah, team ropin’s gone to hell,” an-
swered Allen. “Used to be one guy had an 
arena and twelve guys came to his place to 
rope. You got in good practice, lots of pretty 
good ropers. It was a social occasion, too.

owdays, everybody’s got an arena and 
nobody comes. You have to rope with your 
wife and she’s learning to barrel race. Fair 
is fair, so now all my rope horses run barrels 
too. And of course, she isn’t interested in 
learning to heel, so you have to.

“Right.” Said Bob, “Denny Gentry ruined 
everything. STRC has made team ropin’ so 
popular every horseshoer, ex-vet and dairy-

man thinks he’s Alan Bach.”
“I know,” said Allen, “It’s also attracted 

so many social ropers with money that I’m 
embarrassed to buy a new trailer. Used to 
be the best ropers pulled to ropin’s in their 
12-year old stock trailer with recaps and rust 

holes for ventilation. There wasn’t enough 
money in ropin’ to cover the cost of gas. 

“At ropin’s today there’s so many duallies 
and three-horse slants with dressing rooms, 
it looks like a Arab horse show.  And the guy 
can’t even through a rope!

 know what you mean,  said Bob, ’ve 
got a motley hand full that come to my 
arena. I get to head but it’s a rare occasion 
they ever catch. ’m always havin’ to offer 
constructive criticism or advice. t’s like a 
continuing team ropin’ clinic for the abil-
ity deprived. There’s only one left-handed 
guy that goes through horses like an Amish 
trader. He still thinks it’s the horse’s fault! 
But ’m lucky ’ve still got a few traditional 
heelers that come by. You know, fresh di-
vorced, ridin’ a house that’s for sale and 
pullin’ a ‘92 Hale two-horse rig. A real 
roper that gets there after you’ve wrapped 
the hons and drinks your beer. But at least 
I feel like I’m practicin’ ropin’ and not just 

practicin’ practicin’.”
“Yeah, they’re in demand,” sighed Allen.
Bob continued, ’ve even fenced off an 

area in the arena for kids. Swing set, ropin’ 
dummy and park bench with some shade. 
Sort of day care whey they have the kids on 
weekends.”

“Day care…I like that,” mused Allen.
Yup,  said Bob, f you’re gonna have 

your own arena you gotta learn to compete.”

Baxter Black, former large animal vet-
erinarian and irregular commentator on Na-
tional Public Radio, is America’s best-selling 
cowboy poet. He is a frequent performer at 
national stock shows and rodeos as well as 
in many smaller local events. He is author 
of several books, including Cactus Tracks, 
Croutons on a Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna 
Get Lucky? and Dunny and the Duck. Baxter 
Black can be contacted via e-mail at: vikki@
baxterblack.com

Paul Morley helps the 
school that helped him

Courtesy photo

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

By his own admission, Paul Mor-
ley ’66 had some growing up to do. 
During his senior year of high school 
in South enver, he didn’t give much 
thought to college or anything else, 
for that matter.

“I got a new car and a new girl-
friend,” he said. “I was not taking 
school seriously. I was skipping a lot. 
 even thought of dropping out, but 

my parents and guidance counselor 

forced me to graduate.” 
The summer after graduation, 

Morley had a change of heart.
“I thought, maybe I better make 

something of my life. Maybe I need 
to go to college,” he said.

hat changed his mind   visit 
to Alamosa, where older brother 
Stephen was a junior at Adams State. 
Stephen showed him around campus, 
and they talked about Paul’s future. 

Please see MORLEY on Page 10

Friends of SLVNWF 
receive marketing grant

$28,000 matching 
grant for the Monte 
Vista Crane Festival 

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — The Friends 
of the San Luis Valley National 
Wildlife Refuges was awarded 
a $28,000 marketing matching 
grant from the Colorado Tourism 
Office CTO  to fund an enhanced 
marketing program for the Monte 

ista Crane estival with the goal 
of increasing visitor stays and 
spending during and around the 
annual series of events each spring.

With the funds from this grant, 
The Friends of the San Luis Valley 
National Refuges will launch a 
variety of efforts to enrich the 
Monte ista Crane estival.

To enhance economic activity 
throughout the typically slow 
months of February, March, 
and April, during which the 
migration takes place, other unique 
experiences in the San Luis Valley 
will be promoted alongside the 

estival, encouraging tourists to 
extend their stay.

To diversify local support for 
the estival, local outreach will 
be made to excite community 
members about the value of 
cranes and their habitat. Finally, 
to increase awareness around San 
Luis alley’s uni ue environment, 

there will be an effort to educate the 
public on why cranes depend on 
this space for successful migration 
between wintering grounds and 
breeding grounds.

“With this grant, The Friends of 
the San Luis Valley National Wildlife 
Refuges, Monte ista Crane estival 
Committee, strive to encourage 
diverse tourists of all ages to come 
experience and learn about Sandhill 
Cranes and their link to wetlands 
and agriculture,  said eb Callahan, 
President of the Friends of the SLV 
National Wildlife Refuges and 
co-chair of the Monte ista Crane 

estival Committee. e hope once 
tourists experience the estival, 
they will extend their stay beyond 
the three-day Monte ista Crane 

estival to take advantage of all the 
uni ue experiences available in the 
San Luis Valley.”

The grant program awards funding 
to eligible applicants for projects 
that promote the state as a tourism 

destination, supporting CTO’s 
mission to drive traveler spending 
through promotion and development 
of compelling, sustainable travel 
experiences throughout our four-
corner state.”

Additionally, these grants may 
be used for marketing projects 
that support better destination 
management such as educating 
visitors on how to recreate 
responsibly.

Project work will begin in January 
2022 and will spur future economic 
development and recovery for the 
tourism industry throughout the year 
and beyond. The CTO’s Marketing 
Matching Grant Program awards 
grants up to $40,000 and applicants 
must demonstrate a 2:1 match, 
including an in-kind match of up to 
20 percent.

To learn more about the Monte Vista 
Crane estival and the riends of the 
San Luis Valley National Wildlife 
Refuges, visit mvcranefest.org.

File photo

November 24 & 25 issues:
Display, Legal, Classified Advertising 

- Wednesday, Nov. 17 @ 5 p.m.
Editorial - Thursday, Nov. 16 @ 5 p.m.

Valley Publishing
835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

(719) 852-3531

  Early Deadlines due to

Thanksgiving
December 1& 2 issues:

Display, Legal, Classified Advertising - 

Wednesday, Nov. 24 @ 12 p.m. (noon)

Editorial - Wednesday, Nov. 24 @ 5 p.m.

Our office will 
be closed on 

November 25.
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Land, Water and People
BY GREGG GOODLAND

Send your Letters to Santa 
to be included in this very 
special issue by Tuesday, 

December 7  to email:
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com 
or mail: Valley Publishing

PO Box 607
Monte Vista, CO 81144

Letters
       to

Santa
Will be published 

in the
December 15, 

2021 issues 
of your local 
newspaper

As we look to the skies on these 
recent clear and warm days in the 
San Luis Valley, I can’t help but 
to marvel at how wonderful the 
weather has been this fall. But 
something is missing in those clear 
skies. The thing I am thinking of is 
the occasional smoke column that 
rises slowly into the blue and drifts 
away, eventually mixing with the 
air around it. These columns may 
be from a farmer or rancher burn-
ing a field to replenish nutrients or 
irrigation ditches to set back the 
vegetation. Or they may be a result 
of area land management agencies 
conducting fuels treatments or 
range/wildlife habitat improvement 
projects.  

There are many considerations 
when deciding to ignite a prescribed 
fire, or controlled burn, as they are 
often referred to, and it seems like 
those considerations have resulted in 
decisions to not burn this fall. That is 
OK by me. The fuels conditions, or 
dryness of the vegetation and woody 
debris, was likely in a more optimal 
state earlier this fall, but with the 
lack of moisture, it may very well be 
too dry to burn now. However, rela-
tive humidity RH  can play a key 
role in burning and opportunities to 
burn may be seized on days when 
the RH is forecast higher. 

Regardless of the reason, I just 
have not seen, or even heard of as 
much burning going on this fall. 
Normally, each spring and fall, 
land management agencies across 
the west typically embark on their 
well-planned and meaningful pre-
scribed fire campaigns. The timing is 
designed around the shorter, cooler 

The absence of prescribed fire
days when fire behavior will likely 
be only moderate, at best. And for 
shorter time periods. So, they load 
up their trucks, fire engines, T ’s, 
drip torches, water bags, portable 
tanks, tools, lots of extra fuel mix 
and, of course the firefighters, and 
head out to pre-identified areas to 
systematically ignite the vegetation 
to achieve pre-determined ob ec-
tives. 

It was an extreme summer and 
fall in this wildfire year, with tens 
of thousands of firefighters work-
ing tirelessly for several months. 
With hardly a day off and they were 
back at it on the next one. Perhaps, 
the firefighters are simply in the 
recharge mode with little appetite 
to spend more time in the smoke. I 
don’t blame them. 

This summer, we had a great 
growing season in the wildlands. I 
backpacked up to Blue Lakes where 
 waded through over waist-high 

vegetation.  think of that area now 
and how the tall vegetation has 
cured for the winter and stands dry 
and ripe for fire. t will burn well 
with greater potential for faster 
spread. 

This is where a well-placed and 
appropriately conducted prescribed 
burn can make a big difference on 
how a wildfire might affect the 
places we do not want to burn so 
intensely, and of course, the struc-
tures and other values at risk, such as 
powerlines, etc. The careful applica-
tion of fire in strategic locations will 
burn these tall and dry fuels under 
more manageable circumstances and 
reduce dangerous fuel loading to a 
less risky condition. The burn plans 

consider typical wind and weather 
patterns and provide for a treatment 
that will severely modify wildfire 
behavior, without the need to treat 
the entire landscape.

’ve written several times about 
the value of wildland fire and how 
we should use it to the most natural 
extent possible. The wild lands 
around us contain a vegetation 
scheme that was developed over 
thousands of years with wildfires 
being a primary change component. 

I’d rather see us conduct many more 
low-intensity, prescribed fires than 
witness the extreme burning of mil-
lions of acres each summer. I can 
tolerate the smoke because I know 
what the alternative is. But make no 
mistake; I only support the respon-
sible application of fire in the right 

place, at the right time and for the 
right reason. 

Gregg Goodland is the Public 
Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest. An avid outdoor 
enthusiast, you’ll find him enjoying 
all public lands as often as possible.

File photo by Brian Garcia
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This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Please wear a mask.

Its time to get 
your home ready 
for Thanksgiving.

        We have 
Pilgrims, 
turkeys and 

pumpkins.

Please wear a mask.Please wear a mask.Please wear a mask.Please wear a mask.Please wear a mask.Please wear a mask.

The Holy Moses

BLM campgrounds in Valley reservable online at Rec.Gov
STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — The Bureau 
of Land Management San Luis Val-
ley Field Office is now accepting 
reservations for the apata alls and 

enitente Canyon campgrounds to 
improve campers’ experiences at 
these sites. Reservations for each 
campground may be made online at 

Recreation.gov.
e are offering reservations in 

response to the increased demand at 
both sites over the past few years,  said 
San Luis Valley Field Manager Melissa 

arcia. ith the reservation system in 
place, campers can know that a site will 
be waiting for them before traveling to 
the campground.”

apata alls Campground is known 
for its scenic views of the San Luis 

alley, and its proximity to the apata 
Waterfall, Great Sand Dunes National 

ark and reserve, and S S Sangre 
de Cristo ilderness rea. apata 

alls campground has 24 reservable 
sites — one group site, 11 sites for tents 
only, and 12 RV sites.

enitente Canyon campground near 
La Garita is well known for its rock-
climbing and mountain biking opportu-
nities. enitente Canyon Campground 
has 17 reservable sites  two group 
sites, three sites for tents only, and 12 
RV sites.

otable water is seasonally provided 
at enitente Canyon Campground 
only  trash service is available on-site 
at both campgrounds. Campers are 
encouraged to bring plenty of water 
and must pack out their trash while in 
the backcountry. For more informa-
tion about camping on BLM lands in 
the San Luis alley ield Office, call 
719-852-7074, or visit the field office 
website at www.blm.gov/office/san-
luis-valley-field-office.

Fees at both campgrounds will 
remain at 11 per night for individual 
sites, and $20 per night for group sites. 

n additional reservation fee  8 
online or $9 by phone — also applies. 
Campers may only stay in the camp-
ground for 14 days at a time.

All campsites, at both campgrounds, 

are by reservation only. or individual 
sites, campers can make reservations 
up to six months in advance of their 
stay, and group sites can be reserved 
up to year in advance. Reservations of 
available sites can be made up to and 
including the day of arrival, by visiting 
the Recreation.gov website or by call-
ing 877-444- 6777.

The BLM manages more than 245 
million acres of public land located 
primarily in 11 Western states, includ-
ing Alaska. 

The BLM also administers 700 mil-
lion acres of sub-surface mineral estate 
throughout the nation. The agency’s 
mission is to sustain the health, di-
versity, and productivity of merica’s 
public lands for the use and enjoyment 
of present and future generations. 

iverse activities authori ed on 
these lands generated $111 billion in 
economic output across the country 
in fiscal year 2020  more than any 
other agency in the Department of the 
nterior. These activities supported 

more than 498,000 jobs.

Conservation groups file lawsuits against 
revised management plan for RGNF   

STAFF REPORT

SOUTHERN COLORADO — 
Defenders of Wildlife, The Wilderness 
Society, the San Luis Valley Ecosystem 
Council, San uan Citi ens lliance, 
WildEarth Guardians, and the Western 

nvironmental Law Center filed two 
lawsuits on Monday, ov. 8, against 
the nited States orest Service over its 
newly revised land management plan for 
the Rio Grande National Forest.

Over the past six years, conservation 
groups provided science-based 
recommendations and concrete solutions 
for protecting species and their diverse 
habitats in the national forest. But in the 
face of these needed steps, the Forest 
Service’s plan slashes protections for 
the threatened Canada lynx and the 
endangered Uncompahgre fritillary 
butterfly in violation of the ndangered 
Species ct, ational nvironmental 

olicy ct, and the orest Service’s own 
regulations, the groups claim.

The Rio Grande National Forest 
is home to five of the 11 colonies of 
critically endangered Uncompahgre 
fritillary butterfly. The species can only 
be found fluttering above 12,000 feet, 
and in ust a small area of Colorado. 
Despite identifying threats to the species, 
including climate change and trampling 
by humans and livestock, the Rio rande 

ational orest revised forest plan 
fails to do anything specific to protect 
this species, much less contribute to 
its recovery, the groups claimed in the 
lawsuit.

ew orest Service rules gave 
Rio Grande National Forest managers 
the chance to vastly improve how 
they oversee the many uses of these 
important public lands,” said John 
Mellgren, general counsel at the 

estern nvironmental Law Center. 
“Rather than seizing the opportunity 
to restore ecological integrity to these 
lands, the orest Service instead ignored 
unambiguous requirements for ensuring 
the sustainability of our national forests.”

In addition, the plan missed the 
opportunity to connect important habitat 
areas so species can move from summer 
to winter habitat, and to assure that 
recreation avoids key habitat areas, the 
groups claim. Both factors are crucial 
to ecological and resource protection.

“This plan encourages a crisis 
management response,  said Christine 
Canaly, director of the San Luis alley 

cosystem Council. fter years of 
public meeting participation, providing 
substantive comments and reviewing 
hundreds of letters from concerned 
citizens — who clearly support the 
management of healthy forests, 
ecosystem services, and protection of 
critical habitat  the final forest plan, 
instead renders a hands-off approach, 
abdicating responsibility for providing 
upfront baseline analysis. Standards and 
guidelines have been removed, leading 
to less comprehensive, more reactive 
decision making.”

The lawsuit filed by efenders of 
Wildlife challenges the rollback of 
critical protections for lynx habitat in 
the Rio Grande National Forest. The 
Canada lynx relies heavily on the Rio 
Grande National Forest in the Southern 
Rocky Mountains which contains more 
than half the locations in Colorado 
where lynx are consistently found. But 
the population in the forest is in dire 

straits and federal scientists predict that 
the lynx may disappear from Colorado 
altogether within a matter of decades. 
The orest Service’s new plan has now 
opened lynx habitat to logging, one of 
the cat’s biggest threats.

Scientists are saying the Canada lynx 
population in the Rio Grande National 
Forest is in the ‘emergency room, but 
the orest Service refuses to provide 
this species with the care it needs,” said 
Lauren McCain, senior federal lands 
policy analyst for Defenders of Wildlife. 

t’s baffling that the orest Service 
chose to weaken protections for lynx 
on the forest. They left us no option but 
to sue to help recover the species in the 
Southern Rockies.”

The Rio Grande National Forest is 
a 1.8-million-acre gem in the middle 
of southern Colorado and includes the 
headwaters of its namesake river. The 
forest boasts a diversity of ecosystems 
from lower-elevation sagebrush and 
grasslands to the dominant high-elevation 
spruce-fir forest and fragile alpine areas.
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

05 Notices
If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and reli-
gion; contact BahaiFaithFriends@
gmail.com for oomlink Casual  
conversation, second ednesday 
of the month at 7 00 p.m. 11/24
For information on meetings 
for ALANON NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS AND ALCO-
HOLICS ANONYMOUS Please 
visit slvaa.org or call 719-937-
5083.
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/
lb for lk rade  and 13/lb 
for Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of 
Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-
0942 T

07 Help Wanted 
Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
pump technician! This includes, 
but is not limited to, pulling & 
resetting water well pumps, shop 
time, cleaning & maintenance.

alid driver license and drug free 
are non-negotiable requirements. 
Call 719/852-2 2 for more info, 
prefer drop off of resumes in per-
son at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, east 

of Monte ista. 12/8
RG BANK is looking for a Bank 
Operat ions  Manager .  RG 
BANK is a community bank, 
serving rural southern Colorado 
with three locations. Our assets 
are growing, and we are evolving 
our operation to further meet the 
needs of our customers and the 
communities we serve. e of-
fer a robust benefit package that 

Write your own Classified Ad

Card#: ________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday 5 p.m.
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$1950 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads: Lost  ound  on Commercial items Sold for 50 or less  ny tem or nimal 

being given away. rivate party only  Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: _______________ State: ____ Zip: ___________

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

Words: __________ Times: ___________ Price: ___________

Class: _____________ Start Date: ____________

Check One
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Valley Wide Classifieds

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Thank you for supporting our employees during this difficult time

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“Outstanding pizza--they make their own 
marinara & with added roasted garlic it’s 
pretty much yyo due for! We’re eating the 

rest of the pizza today & it’s not just good, it’s 
great. The Taproom had some great beers & 
they told me where the microbrewery was 

located. I stopped there on our way back to 
our RV. Very friendly, very helpful staff!”

~ Marj B., Yelp 

Come Try Our New Mountain 
Cheese Steak and our New Pizzas!

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 11/30/2021.

includes a bonus program, health 
insurance and matching 401k 
contributions. For the position 
of Bank Operations Manager  1
Experience in banking would pro-
vide a candidate an advantage. 2
A college degree in business man-
agement, accounting or a related 
field would provide a candidate an 
advantage. 3  7  years of profes-
sional experience is a must. This 
position is open until filled. or 
responsibilities, pay range and to 
download an application, please 
visit  https://www.rgbank.bank/
contact-us/#employment 11/24
The City of Monte Vista is ac-
cepting applications for the 
position of Director, Human 
Resources/Risk Management. 
The Director of HR/Risk Manage-
ment is responsible for all aspects 
of Human Resources HR  and 
Risk management for the City 
of Monte Vista. This position 
directs the strategic direction and 
manages the related functions of 
the department which includes 
compensation, benefits, safety, 
workers’ compensation, recruit-
ment, training, performance man-
agement, and all employee re-
cords. Establishes and maintains 
all employee related policies 
and procedures in compliance 
with regulatory requirements. 
Communicates risk policies and 
processes for the City. rovides 
hands-on development of risk 
models and assures controls are 
operating effectively. Minimum 
of four 4  years’ progressively 

responsible experience in human 
resources. Three 3  years of 
proven, successful experience in 
a managerial or executive level 
position. Two 2  years of experi-
ence in Risk/Safety Management. 
A bachelor’s degree from an ac-
credited university in business, 
public or personnel administra-
tion or related field, or an e uiva-
lent combination of education 
and experience is desired. PHR/
SHRM certification is preferred. 
This is full time employment. The 
general hiring minimum salary 
is $51,000.00 DOE, plus full-
benefits. To apply please visit  
www.cityofmontevista.colorado.
gov or applications can be picked 
up at City Hall, 95 . 1st ve 
Monte ista, CO 81144. osition 
will remain open until filled, first 
review 9 September 2021. O 

 11/24
The San Luis Valley Area Health 
Education Center is seeking a 
Registered Nurse for our Nurse 
Coordinator position full-time 
at 32 hours/week . The position 
requires a minimum of a BSN 
degree. Preferred candidates 
demonstrate the ability to work 
independently and within a team, 
have good supervisory skills, and 
are committed to improving the 
health of the San Luis Valley. 

xcellent benefit package. lease 
send a cover letter and resume/
C  to career slvahec.org by 

ovember 5, 2021. SL  H C 
is an EOE.  Please note that the 
previous ad included an inaccurate 

web address.  11-25
Driveline is Hiring in our area. 

or more nformation visit  www.
drivelineretail/careers.com 12/8
Rio Grande County is seeking 
Dispatch/Detention Officers. 
High School Diploma or GED, or 
one to three months related experi-
ence and/or training or e uivalent 
combination of education and ex-
perience. Must be 21 years of age, 
pass background investigation and 
5-panel drug test, including testing 
for marijuana. Inmate interaction 
required. $15.44 per hour depend-
ing on associated experience and 
education. Pick up and submit 
applications to Human Resources 
925 6th Street, Room 200, Del 

orte, CO 81132. pplications 
also available online at www.
riograndecounty.org. ull County 
Benefits.
Rio Grande County Sheriff’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for a Road Deputies. Must be 21 

years of age, pass a background 
check and drug test including 
mari uana screening, have good 
driving record, Colordo .O.S.T. 
certification, and High School 
diploma or GED. Pick up/submit 
applications to Rio rande County 
Human Resources, 925 6th Street, 
Room 200, el orte, CO 81132. 
Applications and job description 
also available online at www.
riograndecounty.org. $17.88 per 
hour depending on associated 
experience and education. Full 
County benefits.

PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE.   
Rio rande County ublic Health 
is hiring a 40 hours/week $25.15-
2 . 5/hour O .  Colorado R  
license required.  Pre-employment 
drug testing, including marijuana 
screening, and a background check 
are re uired.  ull benefit pack-
age including retirement and life 
insurance.  Application and job de-
scription available online at www.
riograndecounty.org or pick up and 
submit to Human Resources, 925 
6th Street, Room 200, Del Norte, 
CO  81132.

or the Cone os and Costilla areas. riting 
and photography experience necessary. 
Send resume, writing and photography 
samples to Valley Publishing Inc., P.O. 

Box 07, Monte ista, CO 81144 or email 
bwilliams valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

DISCLAIMER
lease read your ad on the first day 

of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to re uest changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. ll classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.
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Valley Wide Classifieds

719.852.0967
5115 E. CR 9 S. • Monte Vista

�anksgiving and 
Christmas Pies, Breads 

and Baked Goods! 
Smoked Ham & Turkey

As well AS Frozen 
Casseroles

9” Pies $13 
1 dozen Fried Pies for $22
Dinner Rolls $6
Many more options! 

�anksgiving Order Deadline: 
Monday, Nov. 22 
Pick-Up your order on Wednesday, 
Nov. 24 from 12-5 p.m. 

Christmas Order Deadline: 
Tuesday, Dec. 21 
Pick-Up your order on Friday, 
Dec. 24 from 12-5 p.m. 

Regular Business Hours: 
�urs.-Sat. 9 

am-4 pm 
CLOSED Nov. 25-27

CLOSED Dec. 25- 
Jan. 12  

Allen & 
Irene Graber

Dining Guide

10 Apartments
Del Norte: Very nice, 2 bedroom, 
1bath.  Adults only, non-smoker,
no pets.  All utilities, garbage, 
and Dish TV included. Internet 
available. 1-year lease. 800.00 
mo./800.00 deposit. 719-850-2738 
11/24

Cozy 1-bedroom with a loft on 
Dennis Street in Monte Vista.
$600/Month, $600/deposit. NO 

TS. 719-580-5400. 11/17
Office Space or residence In 
Del Norte 1bedroom/full bath 
located in a 4-Plex Unit. nclusive 
of water and sewer. $600/Month, 
or 750.00 urnished. O TS! 

vailable ecember 1, 2021. Call 
719-850-0750. 12-1

12 Houses for Rent
Del Norte 2-bedroom/partially 
furnished NO PETS $700.00 Per 
Month, 750.00 eposit Call 719-
580-5400. 10/27

17 Real Estate For 

Sale
House for Sale on 5-acres 5-bed-
room, 2-baths 2 Miles West 
Walmart Hwy 160 Road 105, 
Corrals, Pig Pens, and 4 Car 
Garage. $225,000.00 OBO 720-
217-788 . 11-25
23 Lawn and Garden

Sprinkler installation, and win-
terization  Done at reasonable 
rates. uick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 
719-37 -2593 or 719-580-0033. 
11/24  T  

24 Garage Sales
Yard Sale - ovember 20  21 
from 9 a.m to 4 p.m. 9261 S. 
County Rd. 1 ast, Monte ista.

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood for sale $180.00 per 
cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call 
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. 3/22 T

36 Miscellaneous 
For Sale: Land in Zapata and 
a Pellet Stove. Please call 719-
937-3850 for more information. 
(12/8)

Dresser Nice Dark Wood (New) 
$225.00 OBO, Efel Gas Free-
standing Heater Worth $1,800.
Selling for 750.00 OBO. Call 
970- 18-7 27. 11/24
For Sale: 2 Snow Blowers 
1-Snapper Wheels and Hand 
Start, 1 MTD Tracks Electric 
Start. Both in ood Condition Call 
719-873-5189. 11-25  

EXPERIENCE INDEPEN-
DENCE! One FREE Solar 
Panel with the Purchase of an 
Outback rewired nverter Sys-
tem. Three options to choose 
from! sk or Levi at Bontrag-
ers’s Variety Store. 719-852-
0500 11/25
Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3 , Monte ista. 
719 852-0500 11/24

S T E E L S TO R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 

8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Stor-
age Solution! 719-850-034  
11/24TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER.  We Stock 
nverters, Charge Controllers 

and Batteries in Brand Names of 
Outback, Magnum, Rolls, More. 

e lso Carry Cable and  
Wire. Thank you for Buying At 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 
S. CR 3  Monte ista. 719-852-
0500. T  11/24

41 Farm Equipment
For Sale: JD 4440 tractor 
quad range transmission, JD 
535 round baler, Heston 8400 
Swather with 16-foot head JD 
V ditcher. uipment is available 
for viewing in Saguache please 
contact ean at 719  937-9 17 
11/17

46 Pasture for Rent
W I N T E R  H O R S E  PA S -
TURE:  1 0 acres, Supervised, 
alfalfa and grass pasture, heat-
ed water, wind shelter, $55/
head per month, ovember thru 
early-May. Also, Alfalfa-grass 
horse hay 720# bales, $80 each. 
West of Del Norte 719-657-0942 
5/22T

47 Horses & Cattle
For Sale: Registered Gelbvieh 
Cowherd ispersal, ay’s 35 and 

nder. Call 719-850-0491 11/24
48 Pets & Supplies

Young zebra finches for sale. $25 
each. 719-480-2102 12/1
PUREBRED Bluehealer Fe-
male 1/1/2 years old. Dog is Re-
ally Friendly and Will make good 
working dog with some training 

1,000 OBO Call ndrew Bon-
trager at 719-298- 829. 11/17

50 Livestock 
Butcher hogs for sale ready now 
719-849-5252. 11/24

55 RVs & Campers
RV Spaces Available Near Cre-
stone. $325.00 Monthly Boom-
docking only, ater vailable. 
719-220-1511 coloradomounta-
invalleyrvspaces.wordpress.com.
11/24

65 Professional 

Services
4-EVER CLEANING -(Renee 
Martinez)Housekeeper, Weekly 
Bi-Weekly Monthly Airbnb, 
Move Outs elcome and Much 
More. Call 719-480-4273. 11-
25
RELIABLE CARPENTRY - 46 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 
roofing, etc. rug/ lcohol free. 

ree stimates 719-49 -7 30.
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reason-
able rates. uick service. Call 
anytime, available weekends and 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
37 -2593.  
THE BLIND GUY  window 
coverings. ree measuring, free 
estimates. Professional installa-
tion. Guaranteed lowest prices. 
Call Tony, 970-903-1403. 
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SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Hello, community members! 
Happy new month! or those of you 
who celebrated, we hope you had a 
great Halloween. We enjoyed seeing 
the kids’ costumes on Thursday 
afternoon and hearing all about their 
Halloween plans.

There are still a few weeks left of 
the girls basketball season, which 
will conclude with an end-of-season 
tournament from ov. 15 through 

ov. 20. eep an eye out for a 
schedule closer to tournament dates.

Boys basketball and K-2 co-ed 
basketball registrations are still 
available on the H CC website, 
TheH CC.org, until ov. 15. on’t 
forget to register your kids before 
it’s too late! Basketball practices 
for boys and K-2 co-ed will begin 
in December — schedules will be 
posted on our website closer to the 
beginning of December.

We are happy to report that the 
kids have improved their swimming 

hotos courtesy of H CC
High Valley Community Center students have spent their days learning 
to swim and continuing after school programs.

HVCC girls basketball season winds down
skills immensely during the past 
month swimming at the Sand 
Dunes Pool in Hooper for Fabulous 

ridays. e are so proud of them! 
We will continue to take the kiddos 
to the pool for the next couple of 
weeks, weather permitting, ending 
with a pi a party on ov. 19. hen 
the kids return from Thanksgiving 
break, we will have a variety of 
fun activities planned for future 

Fabulous Fridays.
This past week the theme for 

activities was Respect.  Respect 
takes on many forms from simply 
saying, “please” and “thank you” 
to respecting ourselves by only 
using kind words toward ourselves. 
Respect translates to how we feel 
about ourselves and how that 
affects the way we treat others. 
The activities of the week were 

ositive Self-Talk Bracelets to 
reinforce positive self-talk  ude, 
That’s Rude game to identify 
good manners; and Glitter Slime 
Monsters to show the kids that they 
can have fun when they respect the 
rules and those around them.

We happily accept those who 
wish to volunteer here at H CC! 
f you are interested, please give 

us a call at 719-657-2172. Parents 
and guardians who would like to 
get a closer look at what we do, we 
welcome you to join us. Stop by the 
front desk for a visitor’s pass and 
feel free to participate in activities 
as little or as much as you’d like. 
H CC staff is available if you have 
any uestions! on’t hesitate to reach 
out. n oy your week, everyone!
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors L.L.C.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Bluestone
Contracting
281-229-1439

Staining/Painting

Justin Blackmon
Owner

Del Norte, Colorado
South Fork, Colorado

justinblackmon62@gmail.com

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Here Comes
Santa Claus…

Our Holiday Gift Guide is the go-to 
solution for holiday shoppers. 
Make sure your products and 
services are in the spotlight. 

Call Today!

719-852-3531
Sandra Marquez 

smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams 

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Promote Your Presents...
Advertise in our 
Holiday Gift Guide

SLVH promotes DEEP team 
during Diabetes Awareness Month

Courtesy photo
Dawn Arellano, Registered Nurse, and Megan Brownell, Registered 
Dietitian

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA  ovember is 
Diabetes Awareness Month and San 
Luis Valley Health is promoting our 
its amazing diabetes education team, 
otherwise known as DEEP.

DEEP stands for  Diabetes 
Education and Empowerment 
Program and is staffed by educators 
Dawn Arellano, Registered Nurse, 
and Megan Brownell, Registered 

ietitian. Both are also Certified 
iabetes Care and ducation 

Specialists C C S . Once referred 
by a primary care provider, diabetes 
educators become part of a patient’s 
healthcare team, coaching and 
guiding individuals living with 
diabetes to develop the skills and 
knowledge needed to successfully 
manage diabetes throughout life.

DEEP is the only accredited 
diabetes education program in the 
San Luis Valley, and Arellano states 
that’s why she chose to join the 
team. There is such prevalence of 
diabetes in the Valley. I became an 
educator after seeing the need and 
understand the value of diabetes 
self-management education and 
support.”

The program offers a wide 
range of services including, but 
not limited to classes, nutrition 
consults, gestational diabetes 
education, medication and insulin 
management,  and continuous 
glucose monitor support as well as 
newer diabetes technologies. All 
these services can lead to improved 
diabetes management resulting in 
higher quality of life and fewer 
health complications. 

Brownell wants to emphasize to 
potential patients that the program 
is here to help. “It’s not a one-and-
done service. This program is here 
to support diabetes patients for life.”

 is effective. rellano 
and Brownell closely track their 
patients’ clinical outcomes to 
measure the impact of diabetes 
education. This includes labs like 
the Hemoglobin A1c, which is one 
indicator of a person’s diabetes 
control. A1c tracking data shows 
participating with DEEP can lower 

1c levels an average of 2 , from 
9.1  to 7.0 .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  D i a b e t e s 
Association recommends an A1c 
of 7.0  or less for most patients with 
diabetes as a lower 1c is proven 
to reduce risk of diabetes related 
complications from diabetes like 
kidney damage and stroke.

According to the paper, “Diabetes 
Self-Management Education and 
Support,” there are four important 
stages to seek help from diabetes 
educators  when first diagnosed, 
annual assessment, when new 
complicating factors arise, and when 
there are transitions in care. 

SL  Health primary care provider, 
Susannah Perkins, DO, said her 
patients routinely praise the team.

“Dawn and Megan are a part of 
our comprehensive treatment team 
here. I consider them my colleagues 
in diabetic care and I often refer and 
defer to them because they know 
more than I do. It is wonderful 
to have diabetic specialists in the 
Valley considering that referring 
to ndocrinology means a trip over 
a mountain,” commented Perkins.

 offers its services to anyone 
over the age of 18, in both nglish 
and Spanish. Ask your primary 
care provider for a referral to the 
program. 
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • WWW.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Chop with an ax
 4. Where a bachelor lives
 7. Indicates near
10. Doctors’ group
11. It’s just a number
12. Type of bread
13. Lively ballroom dance
15. Charles S. Dutton TV series
16. A way to use up
19. Singular event
21. Home of Disney World
23. Minerals
24. Most insightful
25. Consult
26. In addition
27. Agents of downfall
30. Organizations
34. Supervises flying

35. Bar bill

36. Alfalfa

41. Dish soap

45. Witnesses

46. Ancient Greek City

47. Newspaper bigwigs

50. Discuss again

54. Small group with shared 
interests

55. Support

56. Popular sportcoat fabric

57. Take hold of

59. Pre-Mayan civilization

60. Woman (French)

61. Wheeled vehicle

62. Georgia rockers

63. Cold War player (abbr.)

64. Pitching stat

65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN

 1. Czech monetary unit

 2. Arousing intense feeling

 3. Elks

 4. Muscular weaknesses

 5. Before the present

 6. Figures out

 7. Infinite

 8. A low wall

 9. Silly

13. Political organization

14. Used of a number or 
amount not specified

17. Divisions of the psyche

18. Denial

20. Ancient Iranian person

22. Count on

27. Popular sports league

28. Water (French)

29. Partner to cheese

31. When you hope to get 
there

32. Angry

33. One point east of due 
south

37. Respects

38. Organize anew

39. French wine grape

40. Intrinsic nature of 
something

41. Neural structures

42. Brews

43. Where ships take on cargo

44. Holiday season singer

47. Shock treatment

48. Popular average

49. Products

51. A type of bear

52. Utilize

53. Old world, new

58. Swiss river
Mountain View Manor

311 Washington, Monte Vista
719-852-5778

Safe, Secure, Affordable Senior Citizen Housing

1 Bedroom Fully Contained Apartments
Utilities Included • Close to Downtown

Independent Living • Income-Based Rent

SLV Health Foundation seeks 
gently used medical equipment

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Health Foundation is asking for 
gently used wheelchairs, crutches, 
walkers and or other medical 
equipment.  With the supply 
chains still being affected by 

CO -19 any help with donations 
would be greatly appreciated.
For questions or to make pick up or 
drop off arrangements, contact Kelly 
Gurule with the SLVH Foundation 
at 719-587-5707.

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 
Colorado urses’ ssociation, 
District 6, is soliciting nominations 
for the annual SLV Nightingale 

ward. The event will be held 
at dams State niversity on 
Friday, Feb. 25, 2022. Nominations 
are encouraged by community 
members and other health care 
professionals.

This  event  wi l l  recogni e 
except ional  nurses  who are 
working or retired from nursing 
and who have contributed to 
the San Luis Valley through 

leadership, education, clinical care 
of patients or through community 
involvement. Registered urses 
may also be eligible for the state-
wide Nightingale nomination 
process, sponsored by the Colorado 
Nurses Foundation on May 7, 2022, 
in enver.

Nomination is completed online 
at https://nightingaleluminary.
awardsplatform.com. Nominations 
must be entered online by Friday, 
Dec. 17, 2021. For more information, 
call Charlotte Ledonne, SL  

H C, 719-589-4977.

Nominations sought for San 
Luis Valley Nightingale Award

‘The Dish’ community food event 
was held Oct. 9 in Center.

hotos courtesy of the Town of Center

Center highlights economic development in recent report
BY MECHEL MEEK 

CENTER  The Town of Center 
released its second economic 
development update in the form of 
a newsletter on Monday, ov. 8.

The newsletter reports on the 
state of all aspects of the economic 
development that has recently been 
happening in Center, including 
grants, goals, and even school 
curriculum enhancements.

According to the newsletter, “The 
Town has been awarded numerous 
grants, a national team of urban 
planners came to Center to do initial 
planning for the North 90 Addition, a 
statewide charitable foundation has 
been seeking grassroots community 
leaders to address Center’s needs, 
Center’s roadmaps team identified 
three regional goals, the Town 
partnered with the Frontier Theatre 
to host a trial of a community food 
event, and the school system has 
been enhancing their project-based 
curriculum through a Valley-wide 
grant. Center will continue to be 
very active about determining 
its own future. This newsletter is 
intended to keep everyone up to 

date on the activities related to the 
Town’s development.

On Oct. 9, the Frontier Theater 
and the Town of Center partnered 
to create a food event called The 

ish.  This event showcased 
local dishes made by residents of 
Center and Saguache County. The 
event was considered a test, to 
see how well the community and 
surrounding areas felt about having 
this type of event. ccording to the 
newsletter, it was a great success.

Also of note was the award of 
$114,588 from the Main Street Open 
for Business rant to five downtown 
businesses in Center. This grant 
opportunity was created by the 
Colorado epartment of Local 

ffairs OL , and the Town of 
Center was one of 13 communities 
selected for the grant, from a pool 
of 48 communities that applied.

ccording to Town of Center 
VISTA Volunteer Keith Brockhurst, 
“The program offered grant money 
to private businesses in the historic 
downtown district of a town to 
improve their appearance and or 
energy efficiency. The improvements 

to the selected downtown businesses 
include new exterior paint, upgraded 
windows, new signage, energy-
efficient lighting, and improved 
roofing. Be on the lookout for 
these improvements as the year 
continues.”

Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner in Creede is Nov. 20
M I N E R A L C O U N T Y  — 

The Community Thanksgiving 
inner is set for 5 30 p.m. on 

Saturday, ov. 20, at the Creede 
nderground Community Center. 

Attendees are asked to bring a 

large side dish or dessert to share. 
Turkey, ham, potatoes, dressing, 
and rolls will be provided for free. 
f you want a meal delivered or 

want to-go, pick-up, call 719-658-
0811 by ov. 18.

    Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

“Adams State is the only place I 
applied to and the only place I wanted 
to go. I hadn’t thought about other 
colleges, and it was a late decision on 
my part,” said Morley. “I thought it 
was the best place for me because the 
influence of my older brother would 
be good for me. My parents probably 
agreed with that too.”

After a year at Adams State, 
Morley discovered ust how much 
he had changed. To his surprise, the 
university recogni ed him as an out-
standing freshman and awarded him 
a scholarship.

“I was quite surprised. I didn’t 
apply for it or anything,” he recalls.  

Fast-forward nearly 60 years and 
Morley has earned another recogni-
tion from Adams State, this time 
as the recipient of the 2021 Willis 

assett r. ndividual ward, for his 
generous support of the university.  

“I really appreciate any recogni-
tion that my college gives me,  said 
Morley. “I think the award shows that 
’ve been helpful to my college, and 

that’s important because the college 
has done so much for me.” 

From Adams State to a Distin-
guished Career 

After graduating from Adams 
State, Morley went to law school, 
then oined the .S. Marine Corps 
and served four years as a  of-
ficer. On completion of his military 
service, Morley was hired by the 

istrict ttorney’s Office for San 
iego County, where he served for 

29 years before retiring in 2003.
“I was an economics major at Ad-

ams State, but a career in economics 
didn’t seem that appealing,” Morley 
said. “I had read a book about law 
when I was in high school, and it 
just sort of stayed in the back of my 
mind.”

Still, he didn’t make the deci-
sion to attend law school lightly. 

He sought advice and support from 
his favorite professors  r. orma 
Peterson and Mr. William Gillies — 
who encouraged him. “The attention 
and wisdom they shared was very 
important. They didn’t guide me to 
law, but they supported my desire,” 
said Morley. 

He hopes that current students 
take the same advantage of dam 
State’s close-knit community, one 
in which students can get to know 
their professors. “I think you learn 
a lot from some professors, and they 
will have an influence upon you,  he 
said. “I think you should get close to 
those professors who seem to offer 
the most guidance and hope, because 
that can be very beneficial in many 
ways.”

It’s Never Too Late to Reconnect
Living in San iego and pursu-

ing his career, Morley didn’t stay as 
connected to Adams State as he’d 
have liked.  would say  kind of 
drifted away. You sort of naturally 
drift away, particularly when you live 
1,200 miles away,” he said. 

He reconnected through an alumni 
association event about 15 years ago, 
finding real delight in hearing about 
the university and its plans. That’s 
when he really began to reflect on 
the university’s role in his own life. 

“Adams State really got me started. 
It got me started in a career, and it 
helped me to mature and to become a 
better citizen,” he said. “I started feel-
ing more and more that I really owe 
Adams State a lot and that I wanted 
to be helpful to the college.”

He decided to make a series of 
donations. Moreover, he made 
those gifts without restrictions, 
allowing the university to direct 
the funds where they were most 
needed. “I don’t know what would 
be the most helpful to the univer-
sity,  he said.  figured, let them 

use it the way they think is best for 
the college. I just want to make it 
available. owadays, the way that 
state funding goes, colleges need 
more support. This was my oppor-
tunity to give back.  

MORLEY Continued from Page 1

Crash Responder Safety 
Week is Nov. 8-14

STAFF REPORT

STATEWIDE   veryday 
emergency responders across 
Colorado work tirelessly to help 
save lives at the scene of traffic 
crashes. But each year too many 
emergency responders are struck by 
passing motorists causing serious 
injury or death.

Traffic-related incidents are the 
leading cause of death for on-duty 
law enforcement officers, fire, 
EMS, maintenance workers, and 
tow/recovery professionals. Many 
of these incidents could have been 
prevented if motorists had followed 
Colorado’s Move Over Law, which 
re uires drivers to move over a lane 
and or slow down when approaching 
stopped emergency or maintenance 
vehicles.

In a special  proclamation, 
ov. ared olis on Monday, 
ov. 8, proclaimed ov. 8-14 as 

Crash Responder Safety eek 
#crsw2021 . This week recogni es 

that the public’s health, safety, and 
well-being are often dependent on the 
commitment of all first responders, 
including law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, emergency medical 
personnel, road crews, and tow 
operators who conduct valuable 
and often life-saving operations at 
the roadside.

uring the week the Colorado 
Department of Transportation, the 
Federal Highway Administration, the 
Colorado State atrol, the ational 

Motorists reminded to ‘Move Over’ for first responders
Highway Safety Administration, 

 Colorado, and the Colorado 
State Committee on irst Responder 
Safety will work together to raise 
awareness about the Move Over 
Law and the importance of using 
caution near traffic incidents along 
Colorado roadways.

e see it too often,  said Chief 
Matthew C. ackard of the Colorado 
State Patrol. “Law enforcement 
officers and other first responders 
working in dangerous traffic 
situations with drivers speeding not 
thinking about the dangers they pose 
to us working on the road. When 
you see a responder or a vehicle on 
the side of the road, move over. e 
are out there trying to make your 
commute safer, so give us space 
to work.”

n total, the Colorado State atrol 
has lost 11 troopers who were struck 
by passing motorists. All 50 states 
have Slow own, Move Over  
laws, but fewer than 30 percent 
of Americans understand the law, 
according to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. 
Traffic incidents are the number one 
cause of death for police officers 
and EMS responders nationwide. 

C OT and its partners are 
committed to improving traffic 
incident  management  T M  
so incidents can be detected, 
responded to, and cleared so that 
traffic flow may be restored as 
safely and quickly as possible. 

ffective T M reduces the duration 
and impacts of traffic incidents and 
improves the safety of motorists, 

crash victims, and emergency 
responders .  C OT and CS  
hosted the 5th nnual Colorado 
T M Conference on behalf of the 
Colorado State Committee for irst 
Responder Safety on Sept. 22. This 
year’s virtual T M Conference was 
an opportunity to share information 
amongst the C OT Regions, 
CS  istricts, and partner first 
responder agencies and exchange 
lessons learned/best practices 
in providing support for this 
challenging program. This training 

will continue with the start of the 
Colorado Talking T M ebinars, 
with the first session scheduled 
for ov. 10 in con unction with 
Crash Responder Safety eek. 

These virtual webinars will provide 
Colorado-specific T M topics to 
assist first responder agencies 
across the state to develop and 
improve their T M programs.
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Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 
 If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366
Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista Open Tues.-Sat. • 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Closed Sunday & Monday • 2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista 

www.slvanimalshelter.com

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have contributed to the success of the 
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook Page

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

0 - 15 lbs. $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

15 - 25 lbs. $100.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee
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Wolf Creek Ski Resort remains open for weekends
BY LYNDSIE FERRELL 

WOLF CREEK — Though the 
San Luis Valley is experiencing a 
dry fall, olf Creek Ski Resort was 
blessed with 14 inches of snow at the 
end of October and has utilized this 
snowfall as a base for the coming 
full-time season. 

s one of the first ski resorts to 
open in the state, the crew up at 

olf Creek is continuing to make 
snow and keep two lifts open for 
early-season skiers. 

“Things are going good up 
here and we are really happy to 
be open this early in the season 
even though we haven’t received 
the snow we keep hoping for. We 
have early season skiers visiting 
on the weekends and though there 
are not many this time of year, it 
is the perfect amount for what we 
have to offer at this time,  said 

olf Creek Ski Resort Owner 
Rosanne Haidorfer-Pitcher. 

Haidorfer-Pitcher also stated that 
the early season has allowed resort 
staff and crew members to get their 
ducks in a row for the busier time 
of year that is quickly approaching 
including launching their new 
online rental services. 

“We are working to launch our 
online ski and equipment rental 
service and looking to recreate the 
website, so this has given us the 
opportunity to get our ducks in a row. 
The new online rental will alleviate 
long line wait time and give people 
a chance to spend more time on the 
mountain rather than in our rental 
shop,” Haidorfer-Pitcher said. 

The resort is also eager to 
welcome returning employees and 
is looking to fill several positions on 

the mountain in the coming weeks. 
e are very thankful for our 

returning employees who are 
dedicated to the resort and love 
what they do. We are still looking 
to fill several positions up here 
and have found the workforce 
less than responsive. Some of it 
has to do with the economy right 
now and it also has to do with the 
lack of living arrangements in our 
neighboring communities, but we 
are hopeful that things will work 
out,” Haidorfer-Pitcher said. 

While the resort works out 
online rentals, a new website, and 
hiring employees, they are also 
busy harvesting snow in order to 
open as many runs as possible by 
Thanksgiving weekend. Right now, 
the resort has the ova and Susan 
lifts open and in good shape which 
offers excellent opportunities for 
beginner skiers. 

“We are continuing to make snow 
and get the main routes covered as 
well as the base area,” Haidorfer-
Pitcher said. 

The resort also recently hosted a 
ski school clinic for new ski school 
instructors and was successful in 
hiring 24 instructors. 

“We can still use a few more 
so if anyone is wanting to be an 
instructor, they can come on up 
and apply,” Haidorfer-Pitcher said. 

The 14-inch storm that started 
the season has been used as a good 
base for the season yet to come. 
Haidorfer-Pitcher said that the 
resort plans to be open Wednesday, 

ov. 24 through ov. 28 for the 
Thanksgiving holiday weekend. 

ow we ust need everyone to 
think snow,” Haidorfer-Pitcher said.

Crews continue to prepare for the 
coming season up at Wolf Creek 
as early season skiers visit on the 
weekends. The resort is working 
to open more lifts and is hoping 
for more snow in the forecast for 
the Thanksgiving holiday.

hotos courtesy of olf Creek Ski Resort
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Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. �e 4443 sq. �. home and 

1015 sq. �. bunkhouse provides a total sq. �. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
lo� that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. �e wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 

BACK ON THE MARKET Look Improved Price! $54,000
Beautiful parcels, Lot 11 and 
12 with scenic views of the 

surrounding mountains in Deer 
Park. Paved roads with water / 

city water and sewer and utilities 
in place and ready to build. Min-
utes from the Rio Grande River. 

Enjoy the mule deer and wild 
turkeys that visit Deer Park o�en. 

Moments from skiing, fly fishing, hiking, hunting and everything 
outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

MLS #766836
431 and 443 Deer Run • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

UNDER
CONTRACT

IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

�is could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. �is home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. �e 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. �e home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. �. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$69,900 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE! 
• 2 bedroom • 2 bathroom • $335,000

Charming 1,518 SQ FT Home with 
attached 672 SQ FT Cement Floor Garage 
with Workshop and additional 2 storage 
units. Bright and cheery with large living 

area with fire place and large windows 
with beautiful view’s of Beaver Mountain 

and plenty of sun shine. �is home is 
complete with 4 heat sources! 2 ETS systems, Base board heating (all 

rooms), Solar heat and Fireplace. Complete with water and sewer 
system on paved roads. MLS#777866

171 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Beautiful Unique Custom Built Home in Ponderosa Country Estates
�is 4 bedroom 4 bath 2,800 SQ FT home with large 4 car heated 

attached garage and an additional 2 car heated detached garage, work-
shop and studio apartment is located in this wonderful neighborhood 
with no HOA. �is is your home-a-way from home, vacation rental or 

permanent home. Complete with well and sewer system on paved roads. 
$375,900 MLS #778054

2 Ponderosa Country Estates • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

�is Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. �e 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  �e 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa

FOR 

SALE

SOLD
Your Stunning Colorado 

Mountain Oasis!
Beautiful 3,140 SQ. FT. 3 bedroom 3 bath 
home located on 9.59 Acres in Beautiful 
South Fork Ranches Bear Creek. �e large 
master suite/bath is on the main floor. 
Open dinning room, kitchen and living 
room with propane fireplace and windows 
from floor to ceiling with amazing moun-
tain and Rio Grande river views. �e beautiful kitchen includes an eat in island with 
custom countertop and large so� close storage drawers. Convenient large inside laundry 
room and foyer is right off the kitchen and the 4 car attached garage/workshop. �e up-
stairs has two bedrooms, full bath with jet tub and office lo� area. Start your Colorado 
Adventure and schedule your showing today! $639,900  MLS#781345

3313 CO RD 15 Road, South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

We work 

hard for 

you!

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling Your Home? 
If so, We have Buyers. Now 

Accepting AWESOME Listings!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

Y

Curtis Miller, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Everyone wants a slice of Heaven. This 1.17 acre pie shaped lot 
(lot # 35) in Beaver Mountain Estates Phase 3 could be yours. 356 
Church Creek Drive is a county maintained road which is paved 
from Hwy 160 directly to the lot, about ¾ of a mile, but then all the 
major roads in BME are paved. This means less road dust so you 
can open your windows to let in the breezes. It adjoins a 1.44 acre 
Open Space lot on it’s north side, which means no house can be built 
there and the deer will continue to feed in the open space. It is the 
largest lot, with the best building opportunities, that is crossed by 
Church Creek. It has underground utilities (no ugly poles or wires), 
water tap, and is on the county sewage system because of the creek, 
so no septic system has to be installed by the owner, a big cost savings. At the back is what we call the 
Grotto. The pie shaped rear of the lot is covered by tall pine trees and offers a perfect quiet place to have chairs and a table for picnics where the trees provide shade and the flowing creek provides coolness and 
sounds in the summer months. You can walk the creek down to the South Fork of the Rio Grande River about 400 yards away to fish. You are about 1.3 miles to the center of town and about 18 miles to the 
Wolf Creek Pass Ski Area. At the top of the street you can enter onto National Forest land. The views to 
the south are of the mountains. A real slice of Heaven. $69,000 MLS#778004

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Historic Del Norte home with loads 
of character and tons of space. 4 bed-
rooms, an office/work out room, a craft 
room and a great room with 2 3/4 baths 

gives you plenty of options. The office has a separate 
entrance, so set up for a home based business.There is 
a kitchen upstairs and downstairs. Big fenced in yard 
with sprinkler system, huge mature trees and hot tub. 

One car garage and a carport for a boat, toys, car...conveniently located in town with 
easy access to shopping, schools, restaurants, hospital and offices. This charming newly 
re-wired home boasts natural gas radiators, pellet stove, 2 wood burning fireplaces and 
a Rinnai heater. Original wood floors and high ceilings remind you of the days when 
homes were built to last. Security system and fenced dog run. $399,000 MLS#785391

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

Price
Reduced!

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of 
room to add on if you wanted. 
Has good space, and some 
updates. Has been a rental, so 
great for the investor looking 
for a rental investment. Some 
outbuildings, and established 
yard. Call today for more de-
tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) � 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Immaculate & charming home! This 
lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bath home has 
been in a family for several decades, 
and loved and cared for as you can 
see in the pictures. It has open spaces, 
wood laminate floors, lots of storage, 
and a big kitchen that is great for cook-
ing and entertaining. There is a laun-
dry area with closets, a pellet stove hot 
water baseboard heat, a 2 car garage, a 
nice patio area, and an additional shed 
in the back. Call today to preview! 
$289,000 MLS#787149

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This lot has beautiful 
views all around with 
year round access, and is 
close to the Alamosa River, 
Rio Grande National For-
est, La Jara Reservoir State 
Wildlife area, and Hot 
Creek SWA for easy access 
to hunting and fishing. The 
area would be a great place 
to build a comfortable 
home on. Call to view! 
$5,999 MLS#787432

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. � Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Enjoy the serenity of this cabin 
nestled against the cliffs behind it. 
Close to center of town and only 18 
miles from the Wolf Creek Ski Re-
sort. This cozy 1 bedroom cabin has 
gas fireplace, six foot wood fence sur-
rounding property, a 8’x12’ storage 
shed with electricity. Close to the Rio 
Grande Golf and Resort and many 
fishing holes in almost all directions. 
Home can be used as full time or part 
time. Cabin has recently been stained 
outside. $175,000 MLS#787843

           Keith Bratton, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. � Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This home sits on a very 
large lot that equals almost 
1 acre! Lots of potential 
for this home to be just as 
you love it with some TLC. 
Large living room with a 
fireplace and big windows 
with lots of light! Two bed-
rooms with a 3rd room that 
was a bedroom at one time 
and could be turned back 

into a bedroom or used as an office area. Storage room with lots of space. $158,500 
MLS#788147

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) � 719-852-0450


