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Monte Vista Elks 
Annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner
MONTE VISTA  — On 

Thursday, Nov. 25, from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. the Monte Vista Elks will 
be providing a free Community 
Thanksgiving Dinner to all at 
121 N. Washington St. Everyone 
is welcome and the Elks will do 
all the cooking. Take out will be 
available.

Creede Arts and Crafts 
Fair is Nov. 26-27

C R E E D E  —  C r e e d e 
Underground Community Center 
is hosting the Arts and Crafts Fair 
on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 26 
and 27, during the Chocolate Fest 
weekend from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day. 

Creede organizes 
Holiday Decorating 

Content
CREEDE — The City of 

Creede with the help of Mineral 
County 4-H is hosting a Holiday 
Decorating Contest. Business 
owners are encouraged to show 
their festive spirit by decorating.

Only businesses in Creede 
are eligible. Registration is not 
required. Judges will be Mineral 
County 4-youth. Judging will take 
place during the week of Dec. 6-10. 
Organizers ask that participating 
businesses leave their holiday 
lights and décor on from 5 to 9 p.m.

A winner from each category 
will receive a $200 cash prize 
and mention in the Mineral 
County Miner. Photos of winning 
businesses will be shared on the 
City of Creede website and social 
media platforms.

Kiwanis cancels 
2021 Thanksgiving 
community dinner

SOUTH FORK — The South 
Fork Kiwanis has announced that 
they will not be hosting their annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner this year 
due to a lack of volunteers and 
COVID-19 concerns. The group 
stated that though this year they 
had to cancel they hope to have 
everything in order for a dinner 
in 2022.

Yuletide and 
Winterfest is set for 

Nov. 26-27
SOUTH FORK — The South 

Fork Annual Yuletide and Winterfest 
is just around the corner. There will 
be live entertainment, refreshments, 
shopping opportunities for two full 
days and family fun the night of 
Nov. 26 and another full day of 
fun on the 27.

Xcel proposes replacing transmission line from Alamosa to Antonito 

Please see XCEL on Page 7A

By Priscilla Waggoner 

ALAMOSA — It has been 60 
years since the transmission line 
running from Alamosa 39 miles 
south to Antonito was constructed. 
Due to natural weathering, lightning 
strikes and unscheduled interruption 
of services (power outages), the 
wooden utility poles, equipment and 
components need to be replaced, 
according to Xcel. 

Citing potential safety risks 
associated with the aging structures, 
Xcel is proposing to replace the existing 
transmission with a new line sometime 
in early 2023. In addition to reducing 
safety concerns, the project, according 
to the company, “will increase electric 
reliability and position the region for 
future economic growth.” 

The current 69-kiloVolt transmission 
line will be rebuilt to 115-kiloVolt 

design standards, which will increase 
capacity to serve more customers 
in the future. Also, wooden utility 
poles and conductor wires will be 
removed and rebuilt with fire-resistant 
steel structures, new conductors and 
Optical GroundWire (OPGW). OPGW 
provides a communicator channel to 
transport system performance data, 
which helps faster response time in the 
event the power goes out. OPGW also 

provides a ground for lightning strikes. 
Because the 69-kiloVolt transmission 

line is crucial to providing uninterrupted 
service to customers in the area, it 
cannot be removed to make room to 
construct a new line. This requires 
the company to find a new route to 
run the replacement line, either in a 
new corridor immediately adjacent 
and parallel to the existing line or in 

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE — Valley law 
enforcement continues to look for 
a Saguache woman who escaped 
from the Saguache County Jail on 
Nov. 19.

At around 7:55 p.m. on Friday, 
Kara Eddy, 32, escaped from the 
Saguache County Jail while being 
held in custody on an outstanding 
warrant.

According to the Center Police 
Department Chief Dale Meek, 
“Sgt. Fresquez and on-duty officers 
additionally assisted Saguache 
County with an escaped female, 

Kara Eddy of Moffat. A K-9 tracked 
Kara to an area where we believe 
she received assistance to leave 
the immediate area from another 
person. The search for Kara is 
still active so if you have any 
information, please contact CPD 
or the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office.”

Meek explained that the Saguache 
County Jail is the second-oldest jail 
in the state of Colorado. The jail was 
originally designed as a residence, 
and while it has been remodeled 
several times it is not up to modern 
jail facility standards. The string 

of escapes from the aging facility 
underlines a severe community 
safety aspect of using the facility 
to hold prisoners.

The need for a new jail has been 
discussed by the Saguache County 
Commissioners at various times 
throughout the year during their 
meetings. “There are ongoing 
efforts to build a new jail and the 
Saguache County Commissioners 
have a New Jai l  Committee 
that is pushing to expedite the 
process,” Chief Meek said.  “I 
am part of that committee and all 

Kara Eddy

Escaped prisoner from Saguache Jail still at-large

Please see ESCAPE on Page 7A
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Center Police Department Sgt. Aaron Fresquez and K-9 officer Kitt

Center Police deploy K-9 
to combat drug crimes

By Mechel Meek 

 CENTER — This past week, 
Reserve Officer Adam Fresquez 
deployed the Center Police 
Department drug detection K-9 
several times, making three traffic 
stops and using the dog to discover 
a trap car, which is a vehicle that has 
been modified to hide and transport 
drugs.

According to CPD Chief Dale 
Meek, “Reserve Officer Adam 
Fresquez has made heavy use of 
the drug dog with three stops that 
yielded a trap car (vehicle designed 
to transport drugs) traveling from 
Denver to Cortez and two stops 
which each had narcotics with 
one being arrested for trafficking 
narcotics.”

Meek explained that the suspect 
arrested for trafficking narcotics was 
Jonathen Lopez, who was on parole 
after being recently released. The 
suspect was also wanted on a warrant 
for domestic violence-harassment 
and resisted arrest.

According to CPD, while 
searching Lopez before the arrest, 
methamphetamines were found on 
his person in dealer-level amounts. 

No information was available at 
this time on the other two traffic 
stops initiated by Fresquez, as the 
investigations are ongoing.

Also of note, Sgt. Aaron Fresquez 
of the Center Police Department has 

recently returned from an intensive 
eight-week K-9 train the trainer course 
to endorse him to train and certify 
other K-9 teams. This step is just one 
in a self-sustaining K-9 program that 
is designed to impact the continuing 
drug problem in the Town of Center.

Coffee with the Chief will be held 
on Dec. 4, with a discussion of the K-9 
program, year-end crime statistics and 
a meet-and-greet with Sgt. Fresquez 
and K-9 officer Kitt. The location and 
time will be announced on the CPD 
Facebook page later this week.

MV writer 
doing book 
reading at 

RGC Museum
staff rePort

DEL NORTE — As part of the 
Third Annual Holiday at the Rio 
Grande County Museum, Martha 
Kennedy, a Monte Vista artist 
and writer, will read on Saturday 
Dec. 11, at 1:30 p.m., from her 
recently published memoir about 
her experiences teaching English 
in the People’s Republic of China 
in 1982.

The book’s title “As a Baby Duck 
Listens to Thunder” doesn’t mean 
much to most people, but it is a 
Chinese idiom for “no clue at all 
about anything.”

Kennedy says that this accurately 
described her during her time in 
China.

She will share the story of her 

Please see WRITER on Page 7A
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oBituaries

Phyllis Shown 102, Cañon City, 
Colo., passed away peacefully at 
home on Nov. 13, 2021. She was 
born Aug. 7, 1919, to Christian Carl 
Staley and Maria Elsworth. She later 
married Robert Shown. 

Phyllis enjoyed ranching, rodeo, 
fishing, hunting, dancing, but what 
she enjoyed most was the time she 
spent with her family. She belonged 

to the Eastern Star Club.
Phyllis was preceded in death by 

both parents, her husband Robert 
Shown, four sisters, one brother, and 
three nephews.

Her memory will live on through 
her two nieces, one nephew, numerous 
great nieces and nephews, and great-
great nieces and nephews. Phyllis 
will be missed by all who knew her.

Donations may be sent to the 
Shriners Children’s Hospital or St. 
Jude’s Hospital. Cremation was 
chosen and a Celebration of Life 
was held Tuesday, Nov. 23, 2021, 
at 1 p.m., at Strohmayer’s Funeral 
Home 205 S. Broadway Monte 
Vista, Colo. 

Arrangements  in  care  of 
Strohmayer’s Funeral Home.

Glen Alan Hinshaw passed away 
November 12, 2021, at his home in 
Montrose, Colo. He was 80. Born 
Aug. 11, 1941, to Leslie and Birdean 
Leggett Hinshaw, he graduated from 
Denver’s North High School in 1959 
and Colorado State University in 
1963. 

Glen was a dedicated steward of 
Colorado’s wildlife. He lived his 
boyhood dream of being a wildlife 
officer and retired in 1997 from the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife.

His life provided a long list of 
leadership and teaching opportunities 
including president of the Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship chapter at CSU, 
charter member of the Colorado 
EMT Association, chairman of the 
Mineral County School Improvement 
Committee, hunter safety instructor, 
speaker at wildlife conferences 
nationwide, caregiving coach, Bible 
study leader, church elder and deacon, 
and occasionally had a sermon to 
deliver. 

Glen authored two books with 
a wildlife focus. “Crusaders for 
Wildlife” and “Echoes from the 
Mountains — The Life and Adventures 
of a Colorado Wildlife Officer.”

Monte Vista native and longtime 
resident Robert Lauren Bryning, 
78, passed away on November 16, 
2021.  He was born on March 31, 
1943 in Del Norte, Colo., to Kyle 
Bryning and Thelma (Correll) 
Bryning.

Bob proudly served his country 
in the US Army from 1962 to 1972.  

Bob was extremely active in local 
government, serving on the City 
Council, the Planning and Zoning 
Committee, the One Percent Board, 
the Board of Adjustments, the 
Economic Development Board, 
the Boys and Girls Club of the SLV 
Board, the Faith Hinkley Memorial 
Park Board, the Skateboard Park 
Board, the Pavilion and Glen 
Martinez Headstone Board, the 
Rally in the Valley Board, and the 
Angels Among Us Toy Drive.  

Bob is survived by his wife of 
57 years, Mary (Vigil) Bryning, 
two children: Brenda (David) 
Wreford of Monte Vista, and 
Barbara (Kenneth) Sears of 
Monte Vista, three grandchildren: 
Olivia Wreford of Minneapolis, 
Minn., Kendra (Ethan) Reschke 
of Springville, Utah, and Maria 
Sears of Monte Vista, Colo., and 
two honorary grandchildren: 
Taylor and Lauren Trujillo of Del 

Glen A. Hinshaw
His later life experiences led 

to the writing of “Caregiver: 
My Tempestuous Journey” and 
“Caregiving — Journey to a New 
Horizon” with co-writer E Laird 
Landon. Glen’s heart and passion 
were rooted in helping people in 
caregiving situations.

He co-founded The Caregiver 
Support Foundation shortly before 
his death whose mission is to provide 
family caregivers emotional support 
and tools to care for and advocate for 
their loved ones. 

Glen married Beth Short in 1963. 
After their divorce, he married Carol 
Kelton in 1995. She died in 2017.

Glen is survived by his children 
and stepchildren, Lois, Ralph, 
Mark, and Elaine; his grandchildren 
and step-grandchildren, Anthony, 
Katie, Donald, Erin, Nathan, 
Michelle, Casey and Kirsten, a 
great-granddaughter, Addy, his 
sister, Arlene, nephews, David and 
Stephen, and niece, Gail, as well as 
his favorite friend, Dianne and lots 
of cousins and great friends.

He could talk to anyone at any 
time about anything and he loved 
to do so. He seemed to always have 

a story to tell. His outgoing nature 
and fun-loving sense of humor 
garnered him innumerable friends 
and acquaintances. Known by many 
and liked by most, he will be missed 
tremendously. 

A memorial service will be held at 
11 a.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021, 
at First Presbyterian Church, 1840 
E. Niagara Rd., Montrose, Colo. 
Memorial contributions can be made to 
Caregiver Support Foundation through 
its website: Family-Caregiver.org.

Norte, Colo.
Bob was preceded in death by his 

parents, Kyle and Thelma Bryning, 
his brother, Gerald Bryning, and 
his sister, Janet Welsh.

A celebration of life service was 
held on Monday, Nov. 22, 2021, at 
10 a.m. at Church of the Nazarene 
in Monte Vista, Colo., followed by 
interment at Homelake Veterans 
Cemetery in Monte Vista, Colo. 
In lieu of flowers, please make a 
donation to the Kids Connection 
of Monte Vista, Colo.

Rogers Family Mortuary is 
in charge of the arrangements. 
To leave online condolences, 
tributes and words of comfort for 
Bob’s family, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com.

Robert Lauren Bryning

Phyllis Shown

oBituary Policy

Valley Publishing charges a flat fee 
of $50 for each obituary published. 
Pending arrangements or death 
notices run for no charge.

This charge affects funeral 
homes, as well as family or other 
representatives, that directly place 
obituaries. All paid obituaries will 
continue to be published on our 
website(s) for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors in 
publishing an obit, corrections will be 
made and the obit will be rerun. If the 
errors are on the part of the submitting 

party, an additional fee will be 
assessed. Obituaries can be emailed 
to: bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.
com or call 719-852-3531 for more 
information.
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letters

oPinion & editorial

Hunting season came and went, so 
now Ol’ Dutch is into what is known 
as “free time.”

During the season of chasing elk 
up and down every hill and dale in 
Colorado, I am so tired in the evenings 
that all I can do is drop into bed like a 
big, ole beached whale, which means 
about 30 days of whale watching for 
Miss Trixie.

But now, even with the farm 
chores and projects to do every day, 
I actually find myself bored enough 
in the time-change-induced darkness 
to watch sports.

It’s not that I do not like sports, 
nor dislike playing them when I get 
a chance, but I find them to be like 
sex. If I cannot participate, I just as 
soon not indulge.

Lately, though, I’ve been watching 
some games as it does pass the day 
in the cold dark of winter when Miss 
Trixie goes to bed about 5:30 replete 
with her electric blanket on high. Of 
course, it gets about as hot as the fiery 
furnace as told in the Bible and Ol’ 
Dutch is starting to really feel like 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 
facing Nebuchadnezzar on that 
fateful day.

No hot woman is complete, 
however, without the window wide 
open to cool her head off and send a 
chill over Ol’ Dutch all night. And 
poor little Cooper does not know 
whether to sleep on the hot pad or off, 
which means he is up half the night. 
He gets so hot that he comes up beside 
my pillow and puts his little butt right 
in my face, which is always a treat.

There are a few teams that I do like 
to watch like the Denver Broncos 
and Kansas City Chiefs, but I am 
just a passive watcher and really do 
not care who wins any game. Miss 
Trixie, on the other hand, is Texas-
born and raised and when the Dallas 
Cowboys are playing, she does like 
to watch them.

When I moved down here to Texas 
it took me a while to figure out who 
“the Boys” were as that is how people 
talk about their beloved team. As in the 
Cowboys. And win or lose, the latter 
which has plagued them for many 
years, these Texans are true blue and 
support their “boys” to the bitter end.

On Sunday, the mighty Kansas 
City Chiefs faced off with Dallas, 
but I can’t tell you anything about it 
as grands #1 and #2 came to stay and 
so I was kept busy during the game.

That also translated into long nights 

Long winter evenings

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

of musical beds as they are up and 
down like a jack in the box and seem 
to switch beds each time they stir.

I guess the worst thing about that 
is these children have no idea how to 
sleep in. They are up bright and early 
at 6 a.m. and look none the worse for 
wear. While Dutch and Miss Trixie 
resemble the walking dead.

Their mother Tinkerbell, headed 
out of town with some church ladies 
so that left me and Miss Trixie in the 
babysitting department so my son 
Bubs could go to work.

Tinkerbell does a great job with 
the kids and also managing Bubs so 
she deserves some time off. She says 
they relax and have devotions, but I 
think she and the other women dwell 
mostly on the part about turning water 
into wine the way it sounds.

It suddenly occurred to me that Ol’ 
Dutch has not gotten a day off since 
the day he retired. How I miss those 
long weekends off where I could get 
my own stuff done or go fishing at 
the lake.

Now it is just a constant stream 
of things to do and Miss Trixie 
scheduling social events like Martha 
Stewart on overdrive.

I guess I will survive it somehow. 
Sometimes I long for that old “escape 
social activity by going to work” and 
envy those still slaving away. Well, 
maybe not.

Happy Thanksgiving to all who 
may read this. May God bless you 
this year with all you need and keep 
you safe in His Loving Arms.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Editor,
The Veterans Parade was held on 

Friday, Nov 12 at 11 a.m. in Monte 
Vista. The Parade and Tribute 
committee would like to thank the 
following: Officer Twila Martinez 
and Sgt. Eugene Ortega for escorting 
this year’s parade.

Color Guard Members:  U.S. 
Army Capt. Cmdg. Eugene Farish, 
3rd Special Forces Group, Airborne 
(Green Berets),

U.S. Army Cmd. Sgt. Major, Larry 
Heersink, 174th Ordnance BN, 35th 
Division Artillery

U.S. Army SP4, Steve Dunkel, 5th 
Engineers, Ft. Leonardwood, MO.

Senior Master Sgt.,  Randy 
Robertson, U.S. Air Force 34th 
Fighter Squadron, Hill AF, UT.

Seaman, Kevin Dunkel, U.S. Navy 
Submarine Duty

Benito Jacquez, U.S. Army Warrant 
Officer

The Parade Marshals were the 
Hinkley and Martinez families. 
Sargent Glen Martinez was a graduate 
of MVHS and then went on to 

complete two degrees — one in math 
and one in surveying. He was killed in 
action on May 2, 2008, in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. Sgt. Faith Hinkley 
was also a MVHS graduate where 
she was active in cheerleading, band 
and FBLA. She completed one year at 
UCCS where she became interested 
in human intelligence and decided to 
enlist in the military. She was killed 
in action on Aug. 7, 2010.

Other parade entries included: 
Lewis Entz in his 1943 Marine Corp 
Jeep. Passengers were other members 
of the community involved in 
expanding the Homelake Cemetery — 
Lyle Dye and David Ledford. The next 
entry was the SLV Disabled American 
Veterans with “The Veterans of all 
Wars Float” — Celebrating 50 years 
of service to the San Luis Valley. The 
float was pulled by Past Commander 
Steve Salazar and his wife Jessie 
Salazar. Other entries included Rio 
Grande County Commissioner, Scott 
Deacon in his 37 Red Willy. Veteran 
Earl Wilson, U.S. Army Artillery 
Special Weapons 120th B175 and 

597 & 602 Maintenance Battalion. 
Veteran Daniel R McCann, U.S. 
Marine Corp. and the grand finale 
of this year’s parade — the 2021 
State Band Champions, the MVHS 
Marching band.

A special thank you to Rachel 
Van, Mayor, Dale Becker, Father 
Albert Berkmans, Loren Howard, 
Bob Hauter, Bill Walstrom, the First 
Presbyterian Church Choir, Chris 
Yocom, Grace Goodland, Katie 
Pacheco, Faith Alexander, the City 
of Monte Vista, MV Public Works 
and Public Works Director — Rob 
Vance, MV Fire Department, MV 
Fire Chief — Pat Sullivan, Del 
Norte Fire Department, Homelake 
Veterans Center and Museum, First 
Christian Church, Kelly Deacon, 
Raenell Rodriquez, Phinel Garcia, 
Jarren Chavez, the MVHS wrestling 
team, Ray and Colette Skeff and all 
the Faith Hinkley Veteran’s Memorial 
Park donors.

Debbie Garcia on behalf of the 
MV Veterans Parade and Tribute 

organizers

Organizers thank community for 
Veterans Parade and Tribute support

Appreciates candor of City Attorney
Editor,
We want to congratulate Wayne 

Pacheco on being selected by the 
City Council as the new owner of the 
Gulzow Building as of the meeting 
on Nov. 18, 2021. In the years ahead, 
we sincerely hope he is successful 
beyond his dreams.

The City Council  meeting 
was highly emotional and a bit 
contentious but everyone who 
wanted to speak was allowed to do so. 
I appreciate the time City Attorney, 
Mike Trujillo, spent responding to 
the numerous documents I submitted 
at the previous meeting, including the 
original lease which stated there was 
no option to purchase the Gulzow 
Building.

Mr. Trujillo also stated that anyone 
who wanted to make an offer on the 

building could do so during the public 
hearing, despite that fact that over 
the last 3.5 years, not one person at 
the City ever mentioned that would 
be an option.

Regardless, I think Mr. Trujillo 
deserves to be congratulated for 
admitting publicly there were several 
things that possibly could’ve and 
should’ve been done differently 
throughout the process. It is rare 
anyone in government ever admits 
missteps or wrong-doing and he 
deserves recognition for his honesty.

Going forward, it is imperative 
the City Council refine its process 
legally, making future sales open to 
everyone through competitive bids 
or public auction.

In the spirit of transparency, it is 
also important the City make their 

entire Charter, Municipal Code and 
Personnel Manual available online, 
not just certain sections.

I want to thank the many people who 
have supported us during this process 
and either called, texted or visited with 
Jim and or me over the years, and 
especially after my presentation to the 
Council on Nov. 4, 2021.

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, events 
like this are a reminder that we can 
all be grateful for the friendships 
we share in our small community, 
and that when times get difficult, 
we get through them and move on, 
appreciating and celebrating the good 
in each other and our common goals 
in making Monte Vista a better place 
for us all.

Raina Bowsher
Monte Vista

letters Policy

Letters are welcome and 
encouraged. They should be fewer 
than 300 words, unless arranged 
beforehand with the editor, and they 
are subject to editing for length and 
clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the 
author and include a phone number 
and address where the author can be 
reached (these are not for publication). 

We will accept one letter per person, 
per subject, per four issues. We reserve 
the right to reject letters for reasons we 
believe are appropriate. Please send 
letters to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley 
Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte Vista, 
CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com (Attention: 
Letter to the Editor). Deadline for 
letters is 5 p.m. Friday.
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By frances Padilla

The  COVID-19  pandemic 
confirmed the critical role small 
businesses play in our daily 
lives. Neighborhood restaurants, 
entertainment venues, service 
companies, and any business 
where in person contact was the 
norm, endured periodic closure 
and suffered financial hardship. 
It sounds cliché, but our locally 
owned small businesses truly are 
the heart and soul of our cities and 
towns. Small Business Saturday, 
Nov. 27, is our chance to thank 
these local heroes that struggled 
to survive over the last 18 months.

Small Business Saturday has 
slowly become an American 
t r a d i t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 
Thanksgiving holiday. Brick-
and-mortar businesses across the 
country promote their best deals of 
the year in hopes of luring shoppers 
from online purchases. Many shop 
owners decorate their stores with 
festive lights and ornaments, or 
create elaborate window displays, 
to grab the attention of a passerby 
to lure them inside their business.

Given the dramatic shifts in the 
retail environment over the last 20 
years, those holiday scenes and 
traditions are in danger of passing 
into the realm of nostalgic folklore. 
Recent surveys show that over 80 
percent of Americans make regular 
online purchases throughout the 
year. Online shopping skyrocketed 
during the pandemic as more people 
stayed home to slow the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus. Many locally 
owned businesses struggled to find 
new ways to compete with mega 
online shopping sites and large 
retailers.

To better compete, small business 
owners have become very innovative 
in the way they sell and promote 

their products and services. An 
encouraging circumstance born out 
of the pandemic is that many small 
business owners pivoted operating 
models to include e-commerce 
platforms, or changed product 
offerings, to meet unique pandemic 
market demands and found that this 
diversification will have long-term 
benefits. Some are bringing back 
the retail traditions of the past by 
providing personalized one-on-one 
assistance to customers, and the 
selling of locally produced niche 
items found nowhere else in town.

Small Business Saturday will 
have a huge impact here in Colorado 
and across the nation. Colorado’s 
675,000 small businesses continue 
to generate two of every three net 
new jobs and deliver essential 
goods and services in both rural 
and urban communities. They 
employ more than 1.2 million 
Coloradans, give back to their 
local communities, and just make 
this state a better place to live in. 
Each year Small Business Saturday 
provides a huge boost to the U.S. 
economy when over 100 million 
consumers spend more than $20 
billion at small shops and local 
restaurants.

Small businesses are the backbone 
of our democracy, and the solution 
to our most challenging economic 
problems. If you are a Colorado 
small business and need some 
advice, please consider exploring 

the tools and resources of the SBA 
and its partners. Organizations such 
as the Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) network, with 15 
locations across the state, two 
SCORE Chapters, and a Women’s 
Business Center at  Mi Casa 
Resource Center are key to help 
identifying strategies to become 
more competitive and viable in 
what will likely be an ever-shifting 
business landscape.

In  addi t ion to  our  formal 
partners, small business owners 
can get involved with local support 
organizations, such as chambers 
of commerce, business districts 
and neighborhood associations. 
These organizations are actively 
involved in organizing events and 
promotions to attract foot traffic 
to their small business members, 
such as Small Business Saturday 
passports and Shop Small/Dine 
Small focused festivals.

On Small Business Saturday, 
please join me in making at least 
one purchase from a locally owned 
small business in your city or town. 
These business owners are the true 
super stars of our community, and 
they deserve our support, thanks, 
and appreciation.

Frances Padilla serves as the 
SBA’s Colorado District Director 
based in Denver. She oversees the 
agency’s programs and services 
across the state.

Small Business Saturday supports 
small businesses hit by pandemic

your night sky
By darlene danko

Winter 
approaches

Even though winter 
officially starts on Dec. 
21, the Summer Triangle is 
still visible in the night sky. 
In the summer it was high in 
the eastern sky, now it’s high 
in the west.

Vega, Deneb and Altair, three 
bright stars in three different 
constellations, make up the 
Triangle. It’ll continue to be visible 
until January.

My favorite constellation, Orion, 
is now making its appearance in the 
night sky. It rises in the east late 
evening as the Triangle begins to 
set in the west.

The Pleiades star cluster is also 
becoming visible. It’s low in the 
east at nightfall, high overhead 
at midnight, and low in the west 
before dawn. You can see it from 
now through April above and to the 
right of Orion, in the constellation 
Taurus the Bull. It looks like a 
mini–Big Dipper.

At 425 light years away, it’s one 
of the closest clusters to us, and the 
most visible with unaided vision. It 
contains about 1,000 middle aged 
hot blue stars that formed within 
the last 100 million years. Even 
though they’re bright, only about 
14 are visible to the naked eye.

The nine brightest stars are 
named for the seven sisters of 
Greek mythology, along with their 
parents. The English name is of 
Greek origin which means “to sail, 
“sailing ones”, or “flock of doves”.

We all know the Japanese 
name for the Pleiades. In case 
you don’t remember, it’s Subaru, 
which means “unite” or “coming 
together”, and is the Subaru auto 
logo. Obviously, it’s one of the 
most famous sky objects in Japan.

The Big Dipper has reached its 
lowest point in the sky for the year. 
It sits close to the northeastern 
horizon, with its bowl pointing up, 
and is parallel to the land. People 
in the southern United States are 
unable to see it this time of year. 
If the mountains are in your field 
of view, you also may not be able 
to see it.

Thanksgiving is on Thursday 
the 25th. I hope you can come to 
Winterfest! It’s in the South Fork 
Hungry Logger next to the Visitor 
Center. on Friday, it’s from 12-7 
p.m. and on Saturday it will be 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. So come out and have 
fun! Children can meet Santa Claus 
at certain times, too.
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Send your Letters to Santa 
to be included in this very 
special issue by Tuesday, 

December 7  to email:
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com 
or mail: Valley Publishing

PO Box 607
Monte Vista, CO 81144

Letters
       to

Santa
Will be published 

in the
December 15, 

2021 issues 
of your local 
newspaper

SLV Trout 
Unlimited Holiday 
Meeting is Dec. 2

By lyndsie ferrell 

SAN LUIS VALLEY — As winter 
makes its appearance and recreation 
enthusiasts patiently await the arrival 
of snow, now is a good time to make 
plans for the coming holiday season.

As the holidays approach many on 
the west end of the San Luis Valley 
are eagerly anticipating snow to begin 
winter activities that have been the 
source of winter fun in places like South 
Fork and neighboring communities. 

So far this year, the San Juan 
Mountains have received some snow 
and businesses, as well as local 
organizations, are ready to hit the 
mountains with snowmobiles, cross 
country skiing, sledding, snowshoeing 
and more. 

South Fork is at the center of well over 
300 miles of trails that can be accessed 
through several Forest Service roads 
leading into the backcountry. Many of 
the trails that have immediate access 
from town or just beyond are groomed 
and cared for year-round.

Snowmobiling is one of the more 
popular activities in the area due mainly 
to the access to trails throughout the 
region. Places like Beaver Creek and 
Cross Creek offer about 23 miles of 
passable trials for more experienced 
riders and offer views of the San Juan 
Mountains along Forest Service Road 
359.

Fox Mountain and Park Creek 
trails are a great way to get out in the 
backcountry on Park Creek Road 380. 

This trail leads to large open meadows 
that can be a snowmobiler’s dream of 
a winter playland with plenty of room 
to reach high speeds and glide over the 
powder that usually resides there in the 
dead of winter.

Besides snowmobiling, some look 
for more quiet activities. Winter can be 
a peaceful time of year when the world 
takes a deep breath and silently holds it 
until spring. The area is rich in cross-
country skiing trails that offer spectacular 

views and a chance to see wildlife. Local 
organizations like the Powder Busters 
and Silver Thread Outdoor Club host 
outings to these trails that they also help 
keep groomed throughout the winter. A 
free map is available at the South Fork 
Visitor Center.

Other activities include ice fishing 
at the many reservoirs in the area like 
Beaver Creek which is easily accessible 
during the winter months. Other 
ice fishing locations include Tucker 

Ponds and Big Meadows Reservoir 
which requires either snowshoes, 
cross country skiing, or snowmobiles 
to gain access but the trip is worth the 
effort with lakes packed full of late-
season fish.

Winter in the San Luis Valley is 
a wonderful time to see what the 
Colorado lifestyle is all about, though 
caution is needed when venturing out 
into the backcountry, especially if it is 
for the first time. Many local groups, like 
the two listed above, are a great way to 

get an introduction to what people need 
to know about the mountains during the 
winter months.

Some of the simpler things to 
remember hold true no matter what 
season it is and that is to inform people 
of where you plan to adventure, when 
you plan to return, and to always be 
familiar with the surroundings before 
venturing out into any area.

For more information, the South Fork 
Visitor Center is a source of information 
or by visiting www.southfork.org.

Winter activities abound in San Juans

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Trout Unlimited would like to invite 
all interested individuals to our Annual 
Flies and Lies Holiday Meeting 
on Thursday, Dec. 2, at 7 p.m. The 
meeting will be held at Square Peg 
Brewerks, 625 Main St., Alamosa. 
Members will be tying some of their 
favorite fly patterns. The meeting is 
informal and gives participants the 
opportunity to visit, ask questions, tie 
some flies or just watch the fly tying.

This meeting is open to anyone.  
If you have questions, email 
slvtroutunlimited@gmail.com.

Trout Unlimited’s mission is to 
conserve, protect and restore North 
America’s cold-water fisheries and 
their watersheds.
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Public Notice

Saguache County is currently accepting proposals for the Saguache County 2021 
Fiscal Year audit.  The ideal firm or individual will have extensive knowledge and 
experience related to conducting governmental audits in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting and auditing standards, and preparing financial statements that 
conform to all state, federal and industry guidelines.  
All interested parties should submit a SEALED letter of interest and a proposal for 
services by November 30, 2021 at 3:00 PM to: Saguache County Administration 
office.  Sealed envelope must say 2021 Audit on the front of the envelope.
Letters can be mailed to Saguache County PO Box 100, Saguache, CO 81149 or hand 
delivered to 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO 81149.
For additional information contact Saguache County Administration at 719-655-2231 
or wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1611 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 28 and November  4, 11, 
18 and 25, 2021.

ELECTION OF THE SAN LUIS VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on Tuesday, the 7th day of 
December, 2021 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.  The Board of Directors of 
the District has designated the following polling place within the District:

Office of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District
296 Miles Street

Town of Center, Saguache County, Colorado
At said election, the electors of the District shall vote for Director(s) to serve the following 
term(s) of office on the Board of Directors of the District:

One Director for Division III for a 3-Year Term
The name(s) of person(s) nominated and term(s) of office for which nominated are as 
follows:

Mark Beiriger, Director for Division III for a 3-year term 
One Director at Large for a 3-year term

The name(s) of person(s) nominated and term(s) of office for which nominated are as 
follows:

Patrick Brownell, Director at Large for a 3-year term
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that an elector of said District for the purpose of said 
election is a person who (1) owns taxable real property within the District, and (2) is over 
the age of twenty-one years.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications for absent voter’s ballots may be filed 
with the Secretary of the District, Amy S. Dean, at 296 Miles Street, Center, Colorado until 
4:00 p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the election.  Affidavits of intent to be a 
write-in candidate must be filed no later than 4:00 o’clock p.m. on the Friday immediately 
preceding the election (Friday, the 3rd of December, 2021).

San Luis Valley Irrigation District
By:   /s/   Amy S. Dean 

Secretary
No. 1614 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, November 18 and 25 and Decem-
ber 2, 2021.

SLVH 
Foundation 
seeks gently 
used medical 
equipment

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Health Foundation is asking for 
gently used wheelchairs, crutches, 
walkers and or other medical 
equipment.  With the supply 
chains still being affected by 
COVID-19 any help with donations 
would be greatly appreciated. 
For questions or to make pick up or 
drop off arrangements, contact Kelly 
Gurule with the SLVH Foundation 
at 719-587-5707.

Amyas Maestas: the Renaissance farmer of San Luis
By Priscilla Waggoner

SAN LUIS — Amyas Maestas 
is not your typical 17-year-old kid. 
Energetic, wise beyond his years 
and perpetually smiling, Amyas is 
a sculptor with one of his sculptures 
on display on Main Street and two 
pieces in the city of Alamosa’s 
permanent collection. 

He plays the trumpet, saxophone 
and piano. He is also a cabinetmaker 
and actor, having starred in four 
plays. 

At 10 years old, he was listening to 
Glenn Miller and wearing a fedora. 
He laughs while telling the story.

“The first time I heard that band 
music, I said, ‘Wow, what is this,’” 
Maestas said. 

One could almost call him a 
Renaissance man.

Yet, with all those talents, for 
much of his young life, Amyas 
dreamed of being a farmer. It was 
in his blood. He would be the eighth 
generation in his family to farm 
in the San Luis area. A favorite 
memory from his childhood was 
his grandfather giving him a calf 
when he was 6 years old. In school, 
he had taken FFA classes, and as a 
freshman, had wanted to buy a few 
cattle but “prices were too high — 
$1.50 to $1.60 a pound,” he says.

During the pandemic that had 
him learning remotely from home, 
Maestas started raising a few sheep 
and some chickens.

“I guess you could say it was kind 
of an interesting time. I spent half 
my day working on the computer 
and the other half with the animals,” 
he says.

And then, at the age of 16, a door 
opened in the form of a $5,000 loan 
he took out through the FSA Youth 
Loan program with the USDA, 
money he used to buy six already-
bred, registered red Limousin cows 
from Templeton Ranch in La Garita. 
Each cow gave birth to a healthy 
calf, and, within a relatively short 
period of time, Maestas became the 
proud owner of a small mama cow 
and calf operation.

“I’ll have my loan paid off in three 
years,” he says.

Rewarding as that was, Maestas had 
not fully realized his dream. He still 
wanted to farm, drawn by his heritage 
and the goodness and simplicity he 
saw in working the land and growing 
food for people to eat. But with no 
land to farm or equipment to work 
with, the prospects looked dim. 

At the age of 17, another door 
opened. His grandmother, Dana 
Maestas, was approached by Devon 
Peña, a professor of anthropology at 
the University of Washington who 
owns property in the area and is 
committed to protecting the acequia 
community. Peña asked if Amyas 

might be interested in farming a 
quarter acre of land, joining a co-op 
of farmers growing vegetables in 
San Pablo on the acequias. 

“I said, ‘yes. Yes, I would,’” 
Maestas said.

There are eight farmers in the 
co-op, each growing crops to sell 
at the R&R Supermarket in San 
Luis, which Peña has reportedly 
purchased. The other farmers range 
in age from 50 to 80 years old, an 
age difference that Maestas enjoys.

“Yes, I’m the youngest farmer,” 
Amyas says, with a laugh. “They 
help me a lot. They loan me the 
things I need to farm.” 

When asked about irrigation and 
what crops he grew, Maestas the 
farmer emerges.

“Carrots, three varieties of onions, 
German potatoes, Hopi corn that we 
milled for flour to make tortillas. 
Three varieties of peas, including 
Kaber peas — Kaber was the name 
of my grandfather’s friend who grew 

very good peas to eat. Beets, green and 
purple lettuce and fava beans. Except 
for the Kaber peas, I use Johnny 
seeds. I use biodegradable mulch 
and farm on the acequia, so it’s all 

flood irrigation with 100 percent ditch 
water. And I follow all the guidelines 
for growing organic,” he says.

Maestas has even stepped into the 
world of management.

“During the summer, I hired 
farmers to help with the crops,” 
Maestas says. “They were local kids 
from an organization called Move 
Mountains. Most of their programs 
are things like horseback riding and 
hunting, but this program teaches 
youth about agriculture and how 
to grow crops.”

Amyas  laughs ,  ha l f  se l f -
consciously.

“I was kind of supervising them 
— and they were about the same 

age as me,” he says.
He paid the workers $15 an hour.
When Governor Jared Polis came 

to the area, Maestas was chosen to 
be the spokesman for the group.

“The governor said he was 
going to find funding to make this 
[agricultural] program go across the 
whole state,” he says.

He had a good harvest, so good 
that it landed him, along with the 
other farmers, a meeting with the 
CEO of Natural Grocers. Peña did 
the negotiating.

“They said they needed more 
produce than just a quarter of an 
acre, so next year I’ll be expanding to 
farming four acres instead,” Maestas 

Photos by Priscilla Waggoner
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San Luis Valley
Scoreboard 2021 -2022

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

Semi-Finals Football
8-Man
#1 Haxtun  46 ........... #5 Holly  26
#2 Mancos  26 ...... #11 Sanford  16

CLASS 1A
#2 Centauri  42 #3 Buena Vista  6
#1 Limon  42 ...............#5 Wray  8

Centauri vs Limon    Saturday 
Nov. 27 @ 1pm at CSU-Pueblo For 

State Championship

Do you spend time worrying about 
things in life that are beyond your 
control? Are you constantly trying 
to figure situations out? If that’s you, 
I want to let you know that you can 
rest in God and trust Him to fight your 
battles for you. 

It took years for me to learn that 
worry is useless. All it did was 
aggravate me and it didn’t change 
a thing. Worrying is like sitting in a 
rocking chair and rocking all day—it 
keeps you busy, but you get absolutely 
nowhere. At the end of the day, you’re 
still sitting right where you were when 
you started. 

God didn’t create us to live worried 
and stressed-out. The truth is there is 
no need to worry because we can trust 
God completely. 

Don’t You Worry ‘Bout a Thing!
The Bible says that we shouldn’t 

worry about tomorrow or what 
we’re going to eat or drink or wear 
because tomorrow will have sufficient 
problems of its own (see Matthew 
6:25-26). And God gives us the grace 
we need every day to handle whatever 
that day brings. 

We need to learn how to trust God 
one day at a time. Instead of trying to 
figure out tomorrow, we just need to 
thank God for today. 

In 1 Peter 5:6, the Bible talks about 
humbling ourselves under the mighty 
hand of God that he may exalt us in 
due time. And the very next verse 
says, “Cast all your anxiety on him 
because he cares for you” (NIV). God 
wants to take care of us.

It amazes me that many times 
we believe that if we think about 
our problems long enough, we can 
actually figure them out. We would 
be so much better off if we would just 
wait on God to show us what we need 
to know about the situation.

The Strategy of Trusting God
I want to encourage you to get 

comfortable with not knowing. Part 
of trusting God is having unanswered 
questions. Many people have questions 
they want answers to, but when they 
get those answers, they don’t feel the 
need to trust God anymore. You might 

not have the answers to your questions 
right now, but what you do have is the 
ability to trust God.

Proverbs 3:5 (NIV) says, “Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart and lean 
not on your own understanding.” 
Trusting God is the greatest privilege 
that we have. No matter what kind of 
problem you have in your life, you get 
to trust the Lord. He doesn’t want you 
to live in fear. He loves you so much, 
and He is on your side, working in 
your situation!  

Second Corinthians 10:4-5 talks 
about one of the greatest weapons God 
has given us, and that is His Word. 
When you get overwhelmed by worry 
in your mind, take the problem and 
start attacking it with scriptures. 

When you speak the Word of 
God out loud, you’re demolishing 
“arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God...” (NIV). Take time to learn what 
the Word says so you can recognize 
the lies of Satan and overcome his 
attacks.
Faith That Trusts and Conquers All

 
God operates through our faith, 

whereas worry prevents Him from 
working. When I need a breakthrough 
and I’m trying to figure everything 
out, I just say, “God, I thank You that 
You’re working right now. I don’t 
see any progress or feel anything 
happening, but I’ve prayed. And the 
minute I prayed, I believe You started 
working, and I am going to see the 
victory.”

In 2 Chronicles 20, King 
Jehoshaphat faced many enemies 
coming at him all at once. At first, 
the Bible says he felt fear, but then 
he “set himself [determinedly, as his 
vital need] to seek the Lord” (verse 3). 
Jehoshaphat had a big problem, but he 
didn’t sit down and worry. Instead, he 
set himself to seek the Lord and hear 
what God had to say. 

Then in verse 15, God sent a prophet 
who told Jehoshaphat to “be not afraid 
or dismayed at this great multitude, 
for the battle is not yours, but God’s” 
(AMP). Well, that is good news! You 

Winning the Battle Against Worry

can win the war with worry because 
God wants to fight for you!

In verse 17, he says, “You need not 
fight in this battle; take your positions, 
stand and witness the salvation of the 
Lord who is with you.” So the position 
Jehoshaphat took was to get down on 
his knees and worship God. And he 
stayed there, worshipping God until 
he got a breakthrough. 

Then, in verse 22, when all the 
people began to sing and praise the 
Lord, their enemies got so confused 
that they killed each other! If you 
want to confuse the enemy when 
problems are coming at you, instead 
of worrying, put your focus on God—
worship, sing, and give praise and 
thanks to Him. Trade your worry for 
worship, and watch God begin to 
work. Don’t ever say again, “I’m just 
a worrier.” Your new confession is, “I 
do not worry. I trust God!”

For more on this topic, order 
Joyce’s five-teaching CD series The 
Cause and Cure for Worry. You can 
also contact us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 135 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and AUTHENTICALLY, 
UNIQUELY YOU (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations worldwide. 
For more information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

a separate corridor located near to the 
line’s current location. Options for 
those corridors are currently being 
evaluated with five different options 
currently under consideration. 

It is anticipated that the proposal for 
the new location will be determined in 
early 2022 with construction beginning 
the following year. As that target date 
for determination is just a few months 
away, Xcel held an open house on 
Wednesday at Society Hall in Alamosa. 

Members of the public stopped 
by, where they could review relevant 
project information on display while a 
group of Xcel representatives were on 
hand to answer questions and explain 
the situation further. 

Xcel Energy states that the company 
is committed to working with 
communities in developing a route for 
the transmission line that will minimize 
impact to those communities and the 
surrounding environment where the 
line would be located while making 
sure that whatever corridor is selected 
aligns with engineering and safety 
standards. 

Examples of the issues they take 
under consideration in selecting 
a corridor were on display at the 
open house, including those places 
prohibited from consideration — like 
airports — as well as areas devoted 
to agriculture, areas with habitats for 
wildlife, areas with an abundance 
of trees and houses plus culturally 
important areas or areas where historic 
structures listed on the national registry 
are located. 

The open house in Alamosa, which 
followed a similar event held in La 
Jara the evening before, is part of the 
preliminary stage of the project that 
includes public outreach to locals 
where Xcel representatives discuss 
and identify the different options that 
are being considered. 

The schedule for the project includes 
the following dates: 

• Transmission routing study: 
September 2021 – February 2022 

• Public outreach: October 2021 – 
February 2022 

• Preferred route selection: February 
2022 

• Permitting: Spring 2022 
• Surveying and easement 

procurement: Spring – Winter 2022 
• Construction: 2023 
Another public meeting will be held 

in Alamosa sometime prior to the end 
of the year. Announcements about that 
meeting will be distributed to the public 
in advance of the event. 

In the meantime, residents are 
encouraged to go to the Xcel website 
at www.transmission.xcelenergy.
com/Projects/Colorado/Alamosa-to-
Antonito-Transmission-Line to get 
further information on the project. 
People are also encouraged to provide 
feedback by submitting a comment 
form on or before Feb. 4, 2022, for 
consideration during the routing study 
and local permitting process. 

Anyone with questions or concerns 
can also communicate via email at 
alamosatoantonito@xcelenergy.com 
or by calling tollfree 1-855-839-886.

XCEL
Continued from Page 1A

of us, unanimously, are moving 
the process along quickly as 
possible so grants can be written 
to match funds set forth by the 
County Commissioners .  The 
Commissioners may be holding a 

meeting on November 30th about 
the jail.”

At this time, Eddy is still at-
large and if you see her or have 
any information regarding Eddy’s 
whereabouts the Saguache County 

Sheriff’s Office asks that you notify 
law enforcement.

Information about upcoming 
Saguache County Commissioners 
meetings can be viewed on the 
County website.

ESCAPE
Continued from Page 1A

Chinese Christmas in tropical 
Guangzhou. She and her then 
husband, Jim Richardson, were 
not sure how they would celebrate, 
but it turned out to be a remarkable 
Christmas. She will share a couple 
of other short episodes from her 
experiences in China on Dec. 11 at 
the Rio Grande County Museum.

The Third Annual Holiday at the 
Museum Art Show will continue 
through Dec. 30. The show gives 

local shoppers a wonderful selection 
of unique, handcrafted gifts from 
small useful quilted items made by 
the members of the San Luis Valley 
Quilters Guild to large paintings, 
beautiful glass cutting boards, 
pottery, farm arm sculpture, stained 
glass and more.

Museum staff has designed a 
historical calendar for the year 2022. 
The calendars show photos from the 
museum photo archives and gives a 

small history about each photo. The 
purchase price will help to support 
the museum. 

For more information, contact 
the Rio Grande County Museum 
at 1-719-657-2847, follow us 
on Facebook or contact us at 
rgmuseum@riograndecounty.org. 
Museum hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. on Saturday. The Museum 
is located at 580 Oak St., Del Norte.

WRITER
Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided by 
the Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
for the period between Nov. 15 and 
Nov. 21, 2021.

The Sheriff’s Department’s activity on 
the road included two traffic complaints, 
and four traffic stops. They also assisted 
motorists twice, patrolled the Town 
of Saguache 10 times, responded to 
one lockout, and conducted one VIN 
inspection.

In addition, there were four alarm 
reports, one report of harassment, four 
reports of trespassing, two fraud reports, 
two reports of suspicious activity, two 
missing person reports, one intoxicated 
person report, one report of civil dispute, 
one escape, and two animal problem 
reports. 

They also responded to six controlled 
burns, three reports of loose livestock, 

one fire (other), provided information 
seven times, one citizen assist, assisted 
nearby agencies three times, and five 
ambulance calls.

ARRESTS
• A 35-year-old Moffat man was 

arrested on an outstanding warrant.
• A 31-year-old Denver man was 

arrested on suspicions of harassment, 
resisting arrest, unlawful possession 
of a controlled substance and 
unlawful distribution-manufacturing-
dispensing-sale-possession of a 
controlled substance.

• A 34-year-old Monte Vista man was 
arrested on suspicion of violating parole.

• A 30-year-old Center man was 
arrested on suspicion of domestic 
violence, second-degree assault, and 
child abuse resulting in injury.

• A 32-year-old Saguache woman 
was arrested on an outstanding warrant. 

saguache county sheriff’s rePort

By sunday cook

MINERAL COUNTY — The 
Mineral County 4-H Club kicked off 
its 2021-2022 year with a membership 
drive at 1 p.m. on Nov. 7 at the Creede 
Baptist Church.

Club President and Creede School 
senior Carter Simon welcomed 
the dozens of kids and adults who 
attended. Simon called the meeting 
to order and led the attendees in the 
Pledge of Allegience. Fourth-grade 
club member Brooke Sliwkowski led 
the 4-H pledge.

Simon and the club leaders 
gave an overview of today’s 4-H 
explaining the benefits to youth and 
the community. New and existing 
project leaders attended showing 
support for the youth who were 
ready to learn and compete in areas 
ranging from livestock to STEM to 
cake decorating.

Club leader Matt Sliwkowski 
explained how 4-H members can 
participate in the San Luis Valley 
Fair in Monte Vista and at the 
Colorado State Fair. The 
club celebrated current 
member Sophia Collins’ 
seventh-place win for Dog 
Showmanship and Agility 
at the Colorado State Fair. 

The club also discussed 
upcoming events such as 
electing officers and decorating 
Creede Main Street and Basham Park 
for the holidays.

According to 15-year-old club 
member Hadley Legget, “It looks like 
there are lots of opportunities for fun 
activities, projects and community 
service this year.”

After old and new business 
were discussed, current member 
JT Cook demonstrated a STEM 

experiment about the surface tension 
of milk. All youth participated in 

the demonstration. During the 
meeting, the 4-Hers and 

adults enjoyed a chili 
lunch, snacks and games.

Youth aged 8-18 can 
now enroll in 4-H and 
choose a project area such 
as livestock, photography, 

cake decorating, gardening, 
STEM and much, much more.

The next Mineral County 4-H 
meeting will be held at 1 p.m. on 
Dec. 5 at the Creede Baptist Church.

For more information, contact 
the Mineral County Program 
Coordination for the San Luis Valley 
Area Extension Office of CSU, 
Sunday Cook, at 719-318-4612 or 
sunday.cook@colostate.edu or check 
out the Mineral County 4-H Club 
Facebook page.

Mineral County 4-H Club 
has membership drive
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SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

719.657.4458 
Mortgage Office

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

www.truelocalbank.com

Financing Your Dream 
Home Is Our Dream. 

NMLS 446071

DOC’S
OUTDOOR
Sports “Your 

Prescriptio
n For

Outdoor Fun”

Full line Sporting 
Goods Store

719-873-5151
31101 W. Hwy. 160

South Fork
www.docsoutdoor.com

T-Shirts • Hoodies
Fudge • Souvenirs

Fishing & Hunting 
Licenses

Fishing •Camping 
Hunting • Guns & Ammo

Equipment Rental
Skis & Snowboards

Grande natural Meats
www.elkusa.coM

Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Goat,
Beef & Rabbit

USDA Meat Jerky & Sausage

5 Miles west of del norte on Hwy. 160

daily 8 a.M. - 6 p.M. 719-657-0942

Insurance 
Company

HOME • AUTO • LIFE 
FARM & RANCH
Contact me today for a 

complete insurance review.

Shari Oliver, Agent

852-8840
729 First Ave.
Monte Vista, 
CO 81144

Local

HVCC working on December programs
suBMitted article

Hi, community members! We 
hope you are enjoying your week. 
It has been a little too quiet here at 
HVCC without the kids afterschool. 
However, we are using our time to 
work on December programming, 
and we are excited to share that we 
have a lot of fun activities planned 
for the kiddos! 

The HVCC Art Program participants 
have been working diligently on their 
art projects. They have until Nov. 29, 
to finish their projects and record a 
brief overview of their project. We 
are so excited to see the final product! 
The art auction will take place on 
Thursday, Dec. 2, via HVCC social 

media. There will be more art auction 
details to come. The kiddos will have 
the opportunity to celebrate their hard 
work with a field trip to Denver on 
Dec. 4 and 5. 

We would like to remind parents 
and guardians that children who are 
quarantined from school unfortunately 
cannot join us at HVCC during their 
quarantine. As soon as your child is 
cleared to return to school, they are 
also welcome back at HVCC. 

For our December Fabulous 
Fridays, we will have several 
Christmas-themed activities planned 
such as gingerbread house building, 
making homemade ornaments, and a 
salsa competition to name a few! We 

are looking forward to celebrating 
the holiday season with the kiddos.

We hope you enjoy your Thanksgiving 
if you are celebrating! We look forward 

to seeing you again on Tuesday, Nov. 
30, when HVCC reopens.

SJ Nordic Club ski 
swap is Dec. 4

ALAMOSA — The San Juan 
Nordic Club, with the Alamosa 
Family Recreation Center, will be 
holding its annual ski and gear swap 
on Saturday, Dec. 4, at the Alamosa 
Family Recreation Center, 2222 
Old Sanford Rd., Alamosa, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Drop off items to donate or sell on 
Friday, Dec. 3, from 1 to 5 p.m. or 
Saturday, Dec. 4, from 9 to 10 a.m.

Pick up unsold items Saturday, 
Dec. 4, from 1 to 3 p.m.

If you wish to sell items, a $1 fee 
will be charged to non-members 
of the Nordic Club and 10% of 
the sales will go to the Nordic 
Club. The club uses the funds to 
groom Nordic ski trails in the San 
Luis Valley. Currently, those trails 
are at Big Meadows, east of Wolf 
Creek and at Rock Creek, south of 
Monte Vista.

For more information, contact 
A d a m  a t  3 3 6 - 6 0 7 - 4 4 6 5  o r 
erinadamoore@gmail.com.

Courtesy photos
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BAXTER
BLACK

ON THE EDGE OF COMMON SENSE

Most would admit it was an unusual loca-
tion to put a chain in the first place. Not that it 
didn’t look at home amongst the rotting posts 
and rusty headgate, but there it was.

Miles and his wife decided their little place 
could carry a few more cows. It was a good 
year on the Montana high line but bred heifers 
were high. So they agreed that buyin’ yearlin’ 
heifers would be the ticket.  They could select 
a good sire, synchronize the heat cycle and 
breed them artificially. They bought forty 
head of light heifers.   They secured the Syn-
chromate B and scheduled a breeding date. 
Miles had intentions to reinforce and repair 
his corral. Maybe replace some posts in the 
workin’ alley and bend the chute handles so 
they worked smooth. But…he got busy with 
other things. So when the neighbors showed 
up to help implant the Synchromate, his 
workin’ facilities still looked like the deck 
of an abandoned trawler. Running forty head 
through the chute sounds like a fairly simple 
task. But, so does changin’ a flat, unless all 
you have is a crescent wrench and one glove.

They corralled the heifers and started ‘em 
up the crowdin’ alley toward the chute. Bein’ 
smallish heifers, a pair could stand side by 
side in the alley and still have six hooves on 
the ground. The crew actually managed to get 
twenty-four head loaded at one time before the 
inside wall broke and fell over with a thud.

The heifers trompled over the downed 

boards and escaped back in to the corral. In-
genious fellow that he was, Miles grabbed a 
chunk of tow chain from his pickup bed. With 
the neighbor’s help, he pushed the side of the 
alley upright and secured it across the top with 
the chain. It held while they ran the heifers 
back through and applied the Synchromate 
B implants.

Nine days later Miles enlisted the help of 
his long suffering wife Linda to remove the 
implant pellets. She was workin’ the headgate. 
He was often forced to get behind the heifers 
in the valley and push’em up. Linda, ever vigi-
lant for his welfare, constantly reminded him 
about the chain.  By the time they were down 
to the last two heifers, Linda was workin’ at 
the head end with a flashlight.  Miles had 
meant to get the floodlight fixed too, but every 
time he thought of it, it was broad daylight. 

The last heifer turned around in the chute 
and ran back over the top of Miles…for the 
second time. He ran after her cursing and 
chased her back up the alley screaming and 
whackin’ at her with a flat stick. He reared 

back with his arm at a full gallop, just as Linda 
said, “What out for the …!” Miles hit the chain 
just about pencil pocket high. His feet shot 
straight out! His chin hooked the chain. He 
stopped short of makin’ a complete counter-
clockwise revolution when gravity overcame 
velocity, and he dropped from the air like a 
hog carcass from a C47.  Whop!  The heifer 
whirled and galloped over him like a footlog.

Two years have passed.  Miles still has good 
intentions but a lot of cows have passed under 
that chain since then. And every time he thinks 
about fixin’ it, somethin’ else comes up.      

     
Baxter Black, former large animal veterinar-

ian and irregular commentator on National 

Public Radio, is America’s best-selling cowboy 

poet. He is a frequent performer at national 

stock shows and rodeos as well as in many 

smaller local events. He is author of several 

books, including Cactus Tracks, Croutons on a 

Cow Pie, Hey, Cowboy, Wanna Get Lucky? and 

Dunny and the Duck. Baxter Black can be con-

tacted via e-mail at: vikki@baxterblack.com

Courtesy photo
Teens from rural parts of America came together for the annual Washington, D.C. Youth Tour sponsored by 
electric cooperatives.

SLV teens: Be a part of 
something powerful

suBMitted article

SAN LUIS VALLEY— Wash-
ing ton ,  D.C.  and  S teamboat 
Springs —one’s a big city, the 
other sits on a big mountain. 

Who can think of two better 
places to spend an all-expense 
paid week?

If you get your electric power 
from San Luis Valley Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative and are a high 
school junior or senior, then you 
can apply for a trip you’ll remem-

ber forever. 
During the Washington, D.C. 

Youth Tour, participants can learn 
about co-ops, electricity and see 
government up close when visiting 
Capitol Hill, as well as Colorado’s 
members of congress and senators. 
The students can also experience 
history by visiting the many me-
morials and honoring the patriots 
who fought for our freedoms. 

In Steamboat Springs, partici-
pants can set up a cooperative and 

learn about power when visiting a 
mine, coal plant and solar facility. 
Students can learn leadership skills 
and the importance of protecting 
the environment. In addition, they 
can float the Colorado River, play 
volleyball and ride the gondola to 
the top of Mt. Werner. Some ac-
tivities may change due to COVID 
restrictions. 

On both trips, participants can 
make new friends and memories 
Please see SLV REC on Page 2

By lyndsie ferrell 

SOUTH FORK — With the 
holidays on the horizon for the 
San Luis Valley, now is the time to 
mark the calendars and plan to visit 
South Fork for its revised Yuletide 
lighting event and Winterfest.  

Both have been combined this 
year to offer an opportunity for 
families throughout the Valley 
to come and enjoy some holiday 

cheer, support a community cause 
and do some holiday shopping. 

For the past five years, the Town 
of South Fork, in conjunction with 
the newly formed South Fork 
Friends Foundation, the Yuletide 
celebration has become an area 
favorite. 

With new funding opportunities 
and generous donations collected 

File photos 
The annual Yuletide celebration in South Fork will be combined with 
the annual Winterfest this year. New lights have been purchased for 
the Town of South Fork through fundraisers and donations. 

Winterfest and Yuletide 
celebration on calendar 
for November 26 and 27

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 2
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Mountain View Manor
311 Washington, Monte Vista

719-852-5778

Safe, Secure, Affordable Senior Citizen Housing

1 Bedroom Fully Contained Apartments
Utilities Included • Close to Downtown

Independent Living • Income-Based Rent

that last a lifetime. The applica-
tion process includes submitting 
a 500-word essay or a four-minute 
video. The deadline for submit-
ting applications is Jan. 12, 2022. 

More details can be found online 
at slvrec.com (Community tab). 
Call or email Jennifer Alonzo at 
719-852-6660 or jalonzo@slvrec.
com, with questions.

SLV REC Continued from Page 1

this past year, the South Fork Friends 
Foundation purchased new festive 
lighting to decorate the town. This 
was made possible through the sev-
eral yard sale events held throughout 
the year and donations made by pri-
vate and non-profit entities. 

The festivities begin with a craft 
and vendor fair beginning at noon 
in the Old Hungry Logger building 
next to the South Fork Visitor Center 
on Nov. 26 until 7 p.m. with the tree 
lighting ceremony beginning at 6 
p.m. There will be live Christmas 

music and an appearance by Santa 
Claus. There will be warm beverages, 
snacks and gifts for the children who 
attend.  

On Saturday, Nov. 27, the South 
Fork Winterfest will kick off at 9 
a.m. and go until 4 p.m. with another 
opportunity to meet with Santa Claus 
and more. 

For more information, visit the 
South Fork Friends Foundation Face-
book page or for vendor information 
contact darlene@electricfiberarts.
com.

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1

(The Center Square) – Colorado 
stands to see billions in federal 
funding from the $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure bill passed by the U.S. 
House of Representatives over the 
weekend.

The funding is meant for 
infrastructure improvements on 
roads and bridges, public transit and 
airports, as well as the expansion of 
electric vehicle charging stations 
and wildfire mitigation efforts.

Colorado’s congressional 
delegation voted 6-3 along party 
lines to pass the bill, with Republican 
Reps. Lauren Boebert, Ken Buck, and 
Doug Lamborn voting against the bill.

“This is American democracy at 
its best,” Sen. John Hickenlooper, 
D-Colo., said in a statement. “We’ve 
just passed the biggest climate bill 
in U.S. history and the biggest 
infrastructure investment since the 
New Deal. While there’s more to 
come, today America showed we 
can work together.”

Colorado is expected to get $3.7 
billion for road improvements 
and $225 million for bridge 
improvements, as well as more 

than $110 million to expand the 
state’s broadband infrastructure, 
and $57 million for electric vehicle 
charging stations.

Other investments Colorado is set 
to receive under the bill include $432 
million for airport projects over five 
years, $688 million for clean water 
projects, and $35 million for wildfire 
protection.

Rep. Lamborn criticized the 
bill for failing to modernize the 
National Environmental Policy Act 
process, which he argues makes 
infrastructure projects unnecessarily 
“lengthy and costly.”

Lamborn also said that the bill 
fails to invest in “traditional” 
infrastructure, and instead favors 
investments in Green New Deal 
initiatives.

“While it is true that we to need to 
address many forms of infrastructure, 
such as replacing aging roads and 
bridges, strengthening our electrical 
grid, and expanding access to 
broadband, I could not support 
legislation that spends so little on 
traditional infrastructure,” Lamborn 
said in a statement.

Colorado to see billions in 
federal infrastructure bill

URGSD building receives 
architectural award

By lyndsie ferrell 

DEL NORTE — The Upper Rio 
Grande School District announced 
last week that its Del Norte K-12 
project received an 
architectural award 
from Learning by 
Design Magazine.

The state-of-the-
art building is like 
nothing the Valley 
had ever seen and 
the flowing architectural 
design has gained notoriety 
throughout the state for the past 
two years since its completion.  

According to the magazine’s 
article, “TreanorHL received one 
of only six Citation of Excellence 
awards from Learning By Design 
Magazine for the Del Norte 
K-12 project. The scoring for the 
magazine’s Fall 2021 Architectural 
and Interior Design Awards was 
based heavily on innovation, 
community needs, interior design, 
sustainability, functional design, 
and next-generation learning.”

Jury comments about the Del 
Norte school project included: “This 
is a forward-thinking, beautiful 
design that should serve a rural 
community well both as a school and 

community hub. Each 
part of the building 
incorporates spaces 
for student gathering 
a n d  c o n n e c t i n g , 
including a work bar 
beneath the central 

learning stair, and team 
centers for elementary, middle and 
high school students that combine 
formal and informal furniture. 
The commons and shared spaces 
integrate elements of western 
lodges with those of community 
centers and schools. The result is 
a terrific balance.” 

In addition to Del Norte K-12, 
Learning by Design also awarded 
Meeker High School, Roosevelt 
High School and Buena Vista 
Middle and High School with 
Outstanding Project awards.

Del Norte was featured in this 

month’s edition of Learning by 
Design which focuses on the 
architectural significance of the 
building. The 122,000-square-foot 
school is the highlight of the edition 
and one that shows the tremendous 
amount of effort that was put 
into designing the new building, 
playground and athletic complex.  

URGSD was awarded a BEST 
grant in 2017 and passed a bond 
to help make up the difference of 
what was needed to build the new 
school. This was also highlighted 
in the edition, showing the vital 
role the community played in the 
creation of the new school.  

The open, user-friendly design 
has been a benefit to the students, 
teachers and staff that have made 
this building their second home 
and the newer facilities have also 
played a role in the safety and well 
being of students with new air 
filtration systems, new cafeteria 
and open learning spaces that are 
utilized daily by classes K through 
12.
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970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 11/30/2021.

Send your Letters to Santa 
to be included in this very 
special issue by Tuesday, 

December 7  to email:
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com 
or mail: Valley Publishing

PO Box 607
Monte Vista, CO 81144

Letters
       to

Santa
Will be published 

in the
December 15, 

2021 issues 
of your local 
newspaper

Creede Trustees make Dark Sky Lighting official

Courtesy  photo
The City of Creede took steps to 
help with Dark Sky efforts in and 
around city limits. Headwaters Al-
liance is working to make Mineral 
County a Dark Sky Destination and 
the new ordinance will help with 
efforts to get the designation.

Submitted Article
CREEDE — City of Creede Board 

of Trustees on Nov. 9 to approved 
Ordinance 433, which pertains to Dark 
Sky Lighting. Set to go into effect in 
December, the ordinance will apply to 
all outdoor lighting within Creede’s 
city limits.

However, those who don’t yet 
have appropriate lighting will not be 
penalized. The ordinance is intended to 
encourage the eventual adoption of dark 
sky-friendly lighting as time, budgets, 
and maintenance allows.

The primary stipulations of the 
ordinance are to fully shield lighting 
so that it only illuminates what’s 
important, choose lighting that is below 
3000 Kelvins, meaning more yellow 
in color rather than blue, use dimmer 
bulbs, less than 500 lumens, and only 
use lighting when necessary. When 
purchasing new bulbs and fixtures, most 
of this information is on the packaging.

“It’s really not about changing a large 
portion of the outdoor lighting fixtures,” 
says Alex Handloff, Communications 
Director at Headwaters Alliance, who 
has been working with the city on the 
ordinance and on the proposed Southern 
San Juan Dark Sky Reserve. “We are 
already an incredibly dark region with 
a great deal of lighting that is dark sky 
friendly. The real purpose is to maintain 
our level of darkness and preserve 
it for future generations. It’s about 
understanding what light pollution is 
and how limiting it is beneficial for 
everyone — it saves money, people 
sleep better, animals thrive, and we get 
to stand in awe of the cosmos.”

It’s true, many outdoor lights are 
already in compliance, including a 
large number of the city street lights. 
Headwaters Alliance (HWA) and the 
City of Creede have been working with 
San Luis Valley Rural Electric Coop to 
ensure that replaced fixtures and bulbs 
are dark sky approved.

The ordinance is a critical part of 
the ongoing work by HWA to earn 
designation from the International 
Dark Sky Association (IDSA) for  the 
Southern San Juan Dark Sky Reserve. 
The proposed Reserve covers over 
420,000 acres within Mineral County 
and will help preserve the astonishingly 
dark sky that we all value. HWA has 
been hard at work taking dark sky 
measurements, hosting events, and 
taking an inventory of existing lighting 
in order to finish the application and 
receive approval from IDSA.

Preserving the dark sky has many 
benefits for people and for plants and 
animals. For example, energy use can 
be dramatically reduced with more 
efficient bulbs and by only using 
lighting when necessary; neighbors 
greatly appreciate when lighting doesn’t 
shine into their houses; shielded lighting 
is safer because it reduces glare and 
only illuminates what’s important; and 
most importantly, a Dark Sky Reserve 
ensures that the cosmos will continue 
to inspire, humble and entertain us all 
for generations to come.

“Everyone we talk to about this 
project loves it! It has tremendous 
community support going forward 
because we already love and value 
our dark night sky, seeing the Milky 

Way and experiencing the wilderness 
of our mountain home,” says Heather 
Greenwolf, Executive Director, 
Headwaters Alliance. “The vast 
majority of folks and businesses in 
Mineral County are already practicing 
Dark Sky-friendly lighting.” 

Now that the City ordinance has 
passed, officials are encouraging the 
community to do its part. When bulbs 
or fixtures need to be replaced, look 

for dark sky approved lighting. A great 
resource exists on the International Dark 
Sky Association website (darksky.org). 
Remember to turn off outdoor lighting 
when you aren’t using it and when you 
leave on vacation or for the season. Email 
coordinator@headwatersalliance.org 
with any questions.

Support HWA for Colorado Gives 
Day on Dec. 7. Your donation directly 
helps projects like the Southern San 

Juan Dark Sky Reserve as well as 
ongoing work in water quality at 
the Nelson Tunnel Superfund Site, 
2022 restoration of the lower Willow 
Creek Floodplain, flood mitigation in 
North Creede and the City of Creede 
and more! Learn more and donate at 
headwatersalliance.com.

For more information, contact 
H a n d l o ff  a t  c o o r d i n a t o r @
headwatersalliance.org.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Please wear a mask.

Come enjoy Chocolates 
and a 20% savings on
          your purchase, 

             Friday and
                  Saturday.

The Holy Moses
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

For the Conejos and Costilla areas. Writing 
and photography experience necessary. 
Send resume, writing and photography 
samples to Valley Publishing Inc., P.O. 

Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or email 
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

05 Notices
If you believe in: the oneness 
of humanity, equality of men 
and women,  e l iminat ion  of 
prejudice, harmony of science 
and religion; contact Bahai-
FaithFriends@gmail.com for 
Zoomlink Casual  conversation, 
second Wednesday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m.(11/24)
For information on meetings 
for ALANON NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS AND ALCO-
HOLICS ANONYMOUS Please 
visit slvaa.org or call 719-937-
5083.
WE BUY ANTLER: Great 

NEW FALL Price: Tell us the 
code «ELK17» and you will get 
$17/lb for Elk Grade A and $13/lb 
for Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of 
Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-
0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted 
Sargent School District is ac-
cepting applications for Var-
sity Boys Assistant Basketball 
Coach. Please visit the website 
for application information www.
sargent.k12 co.us or call 719-
852-4023. Application deadline 
is until filled. EOE (12/1)
Sargent School District is ac-
cepting applications for a Ju-

nior High and High School 
Athletic Director. Please visit 
the website for application infor-
mation www.sargent.k12.co.us 
or call 719-852-4023. Applica-
tion deadline is until filled. EOE 
(12/1)
We are seeking responsible, 
self motivated, “preferably” 
experienced Dental Assistant 
and Front Desk Coordinator to 
join our team at Harding Den-
tal Group where our patients 
experience the difference at the 
premiere dental practice in the 
San Luis Valley. Must be willing 
to travel to both office locations, 
South Fork (once weekly) and 

QUE?

The Somersville Press

UNIQUE?
Keep an eye on 
the Classifieds.
Every week, browse a fresh 
selection of items for sale 
locally, from classic cars to 
estate jewelry, vintage furniture, 
antiques, collectibles and the 
latest garage sale listings. 

Looking for Something 15 Words or
less for 4 weeks
4 publications

$1950
+ 95¢ each additional word.

Garage Sale Ads:
15 Words or less for 1 week

$12
+ 35¢ each additional word.

Valley Publishing
(719) 852-3531

835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

Find the 
Career 

Opportunity 
you’ve been 
waiting for!

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.rorg

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Found

Found in the triangle area of Center, 
Saguache, and Del Norte

We think Scout is a Beagle/Spaniel 
mix that is about 10 months old, and 

approximately 30 pounds. He’s a very 
playful and energetic young fella who 

gets along with everyone, dogs and 
people, that he meets. Definitely a 

great family dog with lots of love to 
give. Come meet him today!

Ms Abby is estimated to be around 10 
months old and 35 pounds. We believe 

she’s a Heeler and Australian Shep-
herd mix. Abby is very smart and has 
great potential to be a working family 

dog. High energy, very bouncy and 
needs lots of room to run. Also great 
with kids and dogs, she’s just looking 

for her forever home! 

Fry is a Norwegian Elkhound 
that is at least 5 years old and 

close to 90 pounds. He’s a very 
shy guy but is a total sweetheart 
that just wants someone to play 
with. So far he seems to prefer 
female dog friends, and loves 

his playtime with the staff. He’s 
going to need some patience and 

enough room to find his safe 
space with you. Does he sound 

like the guy you’re looking for?

Rex is our 2 year old German 
shepherd, who is about 90 
pounds and our other resident 
shy guy. He’s high energy, really 
enjoys his walks and chew toys. 
He needs someone willing to 
take the time to get to know 
him and build his trust. Great on 
leash, and can be very talkative 
when the mood strikes him. Stop 
by and see if you’re a match for 
each other!
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River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

Valley Wide Classifieds
Alamosa. Please email resumes 
to june@hardingdentalgroup.
com (12/1)
Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
pump technician! This includes, 
but is not limited to, pulling & 
resetting water well pumps, 
shop time, cleaning & main-
tenance. Valid driver license 
and drug free are non-negotiable 
requirements. Call 719/852-2662 
for more info, prefer drop off of 
resumes in person at 5492 US 
Hwy 160 E, east of Monte Vista. 
(12/8)
RG BANK is looking for a Bank 
Operat ions  Manager .  RG 
BANK is a community bank, 
serving rural southern Colorado 
with three locations. Our assets 
are growing, and we are evolv-
ing our operation to further meet 
the needs of our customers and 
the communities we serve. We 
offer a robust benefit package 
that includes a bonus program, 
health insurance and match-
ing 401k contributions. For the 
position of Bank Operations 
Manager: 1)Experience in bank-
ing would provide a candidate 
an advantage. 2)A college de-
gree in business management, 
accounting or a related field 
would provide a candidate an 
advantage. 3) 7+ years of profes-
sional experience is a must. This 
position is open until filled. For 
responsibilities, pay range and to 
download an application, please 
visit: https://www.rgbank.bank/
contact-us/#employment (11/24)
The City of Monte Vista is 
accepting applications for the 
position of Director, Human 
Resources/Risk Management. 
The Director of HR/Risk Man-

agement is responsible for all 
aspects of Human Resources 
(HR) and Risk management for 
the City of Monte Vista. This 
position directs the strategic 
direction and manages the re-
lated functions of the department 
which includes compensation, 
benefits, safety, workers’ com-
pensation, recruitment, training, 
performance management, and 
all employee records. Establishes 
and maintains al l  employee 
related policies and procedures 
in compliance with regulatory 
requirements. Communicates 
risk policies and processes for 
the City.  Provides hands-on 
development of risk models and 
assures controls are operating 
effectively. Minimum of four (4) 
years’ progressively responsible 
experience in human resources. 
Three (3) years of proven, suc-
cessful experience in a manage-
rial or executive level position. 
Two (2) years of experience 
in Risk/Safety Management. A 
bachelor’s degree from an ac-
credited university in business, 
public or personnel administra-
tion or related field, or an equiva-
lent combination of education 
and experience is desired. PHR/
SHRM certification is preferred. 
This is full time employment. 
The general hiring minimum 
salary is $51,000.00 DOE, plus 
full-benefits. To apply please 
visit: www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or applications can 
be picked up at City Hall, 95 W. 
1st Ave Monte Vista, CO 81144. 
Position will remain open until 
filled, first review 9 September 
2021. EEO ADA (11/24)
The San Luis  Valley Area 

Health Education Center is 
seeking a Registered Nurse for 
our Nurse Coordinator position 
(full-time at 32 hours/week). The 
position requires a minimum of a 
BSN degree. Preferred candidates 
demonstrate the ability to work 
independently and within a team, 
have good supervisory skills, and 
are committed to improving the 
health of the San Luis Valley. 
Excellent benefit package. Please 
send a cover letter and resume/
CV to career@slvahec.org by 
November 5, 2021. SLV AHEC 
is an EOE.  Please note that 
the previous ad included an 
inaccurate web address.  (11-25)
Driveline is Hiring in our area. 
For more Information visit  www.
drivelineretail/careers.com (12/8)

10 Apartments
Cozy 1-bedroom with a loft on 
Dennis Street in Monte Vista. 
$600/Month, $600/deposit. NO 
PETS. 719-580-5400. (11/24)
Office Space or residence In Del 
Norte 1bedroom/full bath lo-
cated in a 4-Plex Unit. Inclusive 
of water and sewer. $600/Month, 
or $750.00 Furnished. NO PETS! 
Available December 1, 2021. Call 
719-850-0750. (12-1)

12 Houses for Rent
Del Norte 2-bedroom/partially 
furnished NO PETS $700.00 
Per Month, $750.00 Deposit Call 
719-580-5400.(10/27)
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Valley Wide Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

17 Real Estate 
For Sale

House for Sale on 5-acres 5-bed-
room, 2-baths 2 Miles West 
Walmart Hwy 160 Road 105, 
Corrals, Pig Pens, and 4 Car 
Garage. $225,000.00 OBO 720-
217-7886. (11-25)

23 Lawn and 
Garden

Sprinkler installation, and 
winterization  Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-376-2593 or 719-
580-0033. (11/24) TFN 

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood for sale $180.00 per 
cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call 
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. (3/22)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
For Sale: Land in Zapata and 
a Pellet Stove. Please call 719-
937-3850 for more information. 
(12/8)

Dresser Nice Dark Wood (New) 
$225.00 OBO, Efel Gas Free-
standing Heater Worth $1,800. 
Selling for $750.00 OBO. Call 
970-618-7627. (11/24)
For Sale:  2 Snow Blowers 
1-Snapper Wheels and Hand 
Start, 1 MTD Tracks Electric 
Start. Both in Good Condition 
Call 719-873-5189.(11-25) 
EXPERIENCE INDEPEN-
DENCE! One FREE Solar Panel 
with the Purchase of an Outback 
Prewired Inverter System. Three 
options to choose from! Ask For 
Levi at Bontragers’s Variety 
Store. 719-852-0500 (11/25)
Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar 
Powered Refrigerators and 
Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, 
Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(11/24)
S T E E L S TO R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 
8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Stor-
age Solution! 719-850-0346 
(11/24TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER.  We Stock 
Inverters, Charge Controllers 
and Batteries in Brand Names of 
Outback, Magnum, Rolls, More. 
We Also Carry Cable and PV 

Wire. Thank you for Buying At 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-
0500. (TFN) (11/24)

38 Machinery, 
Tools & Equipment
BLOWOUT SALE! 2-3/811 
oil field pipe $55 per joint while 
suppliE:s last. Quantity discounts. 
719-849-8261

46 Pasture for 
Rent

W I N T E R  H O R S E  PA S -
TURE:  160 acres, Supervised, 
alfalfa and grass pasture, heat-
ed water, wind shelter, $55/
head per month, November thru 
early-May. Also, Alfalfa-grass 
horse hay 720# bales, $80 each. 
West of Del Norte 719-657-0942 
(5/22TFN)

47 Horses & Cattle
For Sale: Registered Gelbvieh 
Cowherd Dispersal, Pay’s 35 and 
Under. Call 719-850-0491 (11/24)

48 Pets & Supplies
Beagle Cross Puppies $250.00 
Call 719-849-5252.(12/15) 

Young zebra finches for sale. 
$25 each. 719-480-2102 (12/1)
CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA!! 
Miniature Pot Bellied Piglets. 
Great pets.  Pottie trainable. 
SOOOOO CUTE. Ready Decem-
ber 27 $100 719-849-8261
PUREBRED Bluehealer Female 
1/1/2 years old. Dog is Really 
Friendly and Will make good 
working dog with some training 
$1,000 OBO Call Andrew Bon-
trager at 719-298-6829. (11/17)

50 Livestock 
Butcher hogs for sale ready now 
719-849-5252.(11/24)

55 RVs & Campers
RV Spaces Available Near Cre-
stone. $325.00 Monthly Boom-
docking only, Water Available. 
719-220-1511 coloradomounta-
invalleyrvspaces.wordpress.com.
(11/24)

64 Autos for Sale
For Sale: 1999 Ford F-250 Super-
Duty 4x4 7.3 Diesel. $7,500. Call 
405-250-4508 or 719-657-1136.

65 Professional 
Services

4-EVER CLEANING -(Renee 
Martinez)Housekeeper, Weekly 
Bi-Weekly Monthly Airbnb, 
Move Outs Welcome and Much 
More. Call 719-480-4273. (11-
25)
RELIABLE CARPENTRY - 46 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 

roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. 
Free Estimates 719-496-7630.
(11/24TFN)
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reason-
able rates. Quick service. Call 
anytime, available weekends and 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (11/24)TFN) 
THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. (12/01/2021 
TFN

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook
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(719) 657-7276 
728 Grand Ave.

Del Norte

Keepin’ Your 
Dirty Bits 

Clean

WWW.DIRTYBITSSOAPERY.COM

B
IN

G
O

(719) 852-8849
839 First Ave. • Monte Vista

Keep up with the latest updates! www.thefineryboutique.com
Like us on Facebook @bebeautifulmontevista

If you are looking for wardrobe basics, 
trendy pieces or something timeless 

and sophisticated, if you feel being 
fashionable is about attitude and not 
age—The Finery is the place for you!

BI N GO

HAEFELI’S HONEY FARMS
Premium High-Altitude
CLOVER HONEY

www.haefelihoney.com
657-2044 

425 Grande Ave. Del Norte

Locally Handcrafted Beeswax Products
Gifts • T-shirts

All-Natural Beauty Products

  Plus, so much more
B I N G

O

A Great Selection of 
Pure, Raw HoneyYour Go To Sew Place

Kathy’s
Fabric Trunk

www.kathysfabrictrunkandco.com
719-657-9314

610 Grand Ave.
Del Norte

BI N GO

BI N GO

Your Community Thrift Store!
All profits benefit local charities! www.lapuente.net
Monte Vista 
154 Adams St.
(719) 852-3930

Monday-Saturday 
10 am-5 pm

Sunday 10 am-4 pm 

Alamosa 
510 Main St.

(719) 589-8778 
Monday-Saturday 

10 am-5 pm 

Center 
350 Worth St.

(719) 754-0245 
Tuesday-Friday

1-6 pm

Rainbow’s End
Thrift Store

Small Business

Rules
Contest runs from 

Small Business 
Saturday, Nov 27 to 
Friday  Dec 17, 2021

• Make a purchase at one 
of the participating 
businesses between Nov. 
27 and Dec. 17, 2021. 

• Make sure the business 
marks your card when you 
make the purchase.

• First three people to return 
a “Blacked Out” board to 
Valley Publishing, 835 1st 
Ave., Monte Vista, will win 
a prize.

November 27, 2021

206 Adams St.

Suite B

Monte Vista

(719) 628-2888

Wildwood 
Blooms

BI N GO

(910) 859-0918
229 Adams Street

Monte Vista

Specializing in 
Jeep & 4x4

Repairs
Modifications

Welding & Fabrication
Paint & Body

B
IN

G O

BI N GO
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Bluestone
Contracting
281-229-1439

Staining/Painting

Justin Blackmon
Owner

Del Norte, Colorado
South Fork, Colorado

justinblackmon62@gmail.com

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

NOW 
OPEN 
Open Sun.-Fri. 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.229-C Adams St. • Monte Vista

THE COMM SHACK
Communications Shack, LLC

Specializing in CB, Ham, 
GMRS, Scanners & Shortwave 

Radios and Cell Phones.

Cyber Cafe
Gifts & Souvenirs
719-239-1811 • CommunicationsShack.com

Holiday Gift Guide

Our Holiday Gift Guide is the go-to solution for holiday shoppers. 
Make sure your products and services are in the spotlight. 

719-852-3531
Sandra Marquez • smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams • bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Promote Your Presents...
Advertise in 

Holiday Gift Guide

Photo courtesy of SLVH
From left to right, San Luis Valley Health’s Kathy Hostetter, RN and Dr. Amy Robertson, MD, and Rita Mon-
toya. SLVH Women’s Clinic is offering a new non-invasive way to treat overactive bladders.

SLVH Women’s Clinic offers new non-
invasive way to treat overactive bladders

staff rePort

ALAMOSA — Rita Montoya, a 
patient of Dr. Amy Robertson at the 
San Luis Valley Health Women’s 
Clinic, was starting to think the only 
way to help her overactive bladder 
was surgery. But Dr. Robertson 
suggested the Posterior Tibial Nerve 
Stimulation (PTNS) treatment instead 
and it has helped Montoya immensely. 

Overactive bladders can be caused 
by a variety of factors, and affect 
more women than men. Symptoms 
can include feeling a sudden urge 
to urinate that’s difficult to control, 
incontinence, and frequent urination, 
particularly if someone has to wake 
multiple times in the night to go to 
the bathroom.

For Montoya, she said the two 
biggest problems she had with her 
overactive bladder were her inability 
to sleep throughout the night and 
exercising. She couldn’t walk or go 
anywhere without worrying about 
getting to the bathroom in time if the 
urge hit her. 

Needless to say, having an 
overactive bladder can be disruptive 
to a person’s life and, according to 
the Mayo Clinic, can cause anxiety 
and depression.

However, people in the San Luis 
Valley with overactive bladders have 
more options with SLVH’s newest 
treatment offered. 

PTNS is non-invasive and can treat 
overactive bladders by stimulating a 
nerve that runs through the leg. 

The treatment involves a needle 
electrode — the size of an acupuncture 
needle — being inserted near the 
patient’s ankle. Then, the clinician 
will attach the stimulator. The patient 
will sit for about 30 minutes as the 
stimulator sends out gentle impulses. 

Montoya said she only feels subtle 
pulses in her foot, otherwise there’s 
no pain or discomfort as she waits. 

As far as results go, Montoya said 
she’s only had a positive experience.

“I would have accidents sometimes, 
but [after PTNS], I can go walking and 
I don’t have to worry about it,” she 
said. “It’s pretty awesome. And the 
first night I slept through the night, I 
woke up feeling refreshed. So now I 

tell everyone about it.”
The treatment is performed once 

a week for 12 weeks. Afterward, 
occasional treatments may be 
necessary to sustain results. Montoya 

is currently coming in for treatment 
about once a month.

“For me, it’s a great alternative to 
surgery, it’s non-invasive, and it’s 
really worked for me,” she said.

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Health Foundation is asking for gently 
used wheelchairs, crutches, walkers 
and or other medical equipment. With 
the supply chains still being affected 
by COVID-19 any help with donations 
would be greatly appreciated. 
For questions or to make pick up or 
drop off arrangements, contact Kelly 
Gurule with the SLVH Foundation at 
719-587-5707.

SLVH Foundation 
seeks gently used 

medical equipment
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Playing it forward

By Prof. ed croWther

ALAMOSA — Last week, Jeff 
Geiser, Ph.D., made a surprise return 
to Rex Stadium. After a sterling career 
as a linebacker at the University 
of Colorado, Geiser served as the 
head football coach at Adams State 
University for 13 seasons (1984-
1996), taking his team to back-to-back 
playoff berths.

Earning his doctorate during his 
coaching tenure at Adams State, 
Geiser subsequently served as 
the department chair of exercise, 
physiology, and leisure science and as 
Adams State’s athletic director before 
serving as athletic director at Eastern 
New Mexico University.

Following the tragic death of his 
son, Brody, in 2020, Jeff and his 
wife, Nancy, established a memorial 
scholarship to support a student 
athlete from the San Luis Valley.

On Nov. 3, the Geiser’s formally 
awarded the scholarship to Angelo 
Ramirez, currently a defensive 
lineman for the Adams State Grizzlies 
and a wildlife biology major. Ramirez 
was a standout player for Alamosa 
High School’s Mean Moose, earning 
All-Conference, All-Valley, and All-
State honors in 2017, and is now 
a stalwart starter for the Grizzlies’ 
defense.  

“I’m hoping something good can 
come out of a tragedy,” said Geiser, 
recalling that Brody literally followed 
him on the sidelines of Rex Stadium, 
handling the cord for his father’s head 
set and serving as a ball boy for the 
football team.

Coach Geiser reminded the 
Grizzly players to “have fun” as 
they pursue athletic success on 
the gridiron. Nominated by Head 
Coach Jarrell Harrison to receive 
the award, Ramirez represents the 
values inherent in the scholarship of 
teamwork and dedication.

Ramirez is first recipient 
of the Brody Geiser 

Memorial Scholarship
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Valley
Publishing

719-589-2553
2205 State Ave. • Alamosa

719-852-3531
835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

We’re filled with gratitude to be surrounded 
by friends and neighbors like you at 

Thanksgiving. Your year-round support 
means the world to us, and we thank you.

Happy 
Thanksgiving

To Our Many
Good Neighbors

719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

With gratitude in our hearts, we’d like to send 

our warmest wishes for a happy Thanksgiving 

to our valued customers, friends, associates 

and neighbors in this community.

Thank you for putting your 
trust in us and for making us 

feel so at home here!

(719) 852-3921
2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. • Monte Vista

As we count our blessings 
this Thanksgiving holiday, 

we realize that your 
friendship is at the top of 

the list, and for this we are 
truly thankful.

From all of us to all of you go 
our sincere best wishes for 
a happy Thanksgiving filled 
with the blessings of family, 
good friends, good food and 

good fun. You deserve it!

We are proud to serve you 
with all of your fertilizer & 

chemical needs.
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859 Acequia • Monte Vista
852-5700

Free Estimates
Glasurit Waterborne Paint... 

Environmentally Friendly

To our customers, neighbors, 

associates and friends we 

send a bounty of best wishes 

for a joyful Thanksgiving 

celebration. We know we’re 

truly thankful to serve 

people like you!

Thanksgiving 
Greetings

754-3453

on the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

Open whenever you need us, 
Coffee is always on!

A Bounty of 
Best Wishes at 
Thanksgiving

May the coming holiday 
bring an abundance of 

good fortune to you and 
your family. We know we 
feel truly fortunate to have 

neighbors like you ~ thanks!

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
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Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

BACK ON THE MARKET Look Improved Price! $54,000
Beautiful parcels, Lot 11 and 
12 with scenic views of the 

surrounding mountains in Deer 
Park. Paved roads with water / 

city water and sewer and utilities 
in place and ready to build. Min-
utes from the Rio Grande River. 

Enjoy the mule deer and wild 
turkeys that visit Deer Park often. 

Moments from skiing, fly fishing, hiking, hunting and everything 
outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

MLS #766836
431 and 443 Deer Run • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

UNDER
CONTRACT

IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$69,900 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE! 
• 2 bedroom • 2 bathroom • $335,000

Charming 1,518 SQ FT Home with 
attached 672 SQ FT Cement Floor Garage 
with Workshop and additional 2 storage 
units. Bright and cheery with large living 

area with fire place and large windows 
with beautiful view’s of Beaver Mountain 

and plenty of sun shine. This home is 
complete with 4 heat sources! 2 ETS systems, Base board heating (all 

rooms), Solar heat and Fireplace. Complete with water and sewer 
system on paved roads. MLS#777866

171 Whispering Pines Drive • South Fork
Bernadette Gingras

Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Beautiful Unique Custom Built Home in Ponderosa Country Estates
This 4 bedroom 4 bath 2,800 SQ FT home with large 4 car heated 

attached garage and an additional 2 car heated detached garage, work-
shop and studio apartment is located in this wonderful neighborhood 
with no HOA. This is your home-a-way from home, vacation rental or 

permanent home. Complete with well and sewer system on paved roads. 
$375,900 MLS #778054

2 Ponderosa Country Estates • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

SOLD
Your Stunning Colorado 

Mountain Oasis!
Beautiful 3,140 SQ. FT. 3 bedroom 3 bath 
home located on 9.59 Acres in Beautiful 
South Fork Ranches Bear Creek. The large 
master suite/bath is on the main floor. 
Open dinning room, kitchen and living 
room with propane fireplace and windows 
from floor to ceiling with amazing moun-
tain and Rio Grande river views. The beautiful kitchen includes an eat in island with 
custom countertop and large soft close storage drawers. Convenient large inside laundry 
room and foyer is right off the kitchen and the 4 car attached garage/workshop. The up-
stairs has two bedrooms, full bath with jet tub and office loft area. Start your Colorado 
Adventure and schedule your showing today! $639,900  MLS#781345

3313 CO RD 15 Road, South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

We work 

hard for 

you!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling Your Home? 
If so, We have Buyers. Now 

Accepting AWESOME Listings!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

Y

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great location to build you Colorado Dream 
Home! This 4.46-acres is located in the 
much desired Beaver Mesa which has No 
covenants and No HOA. Build next to the 
trees in the back yard and wonderful moun-
tain views out the front. Property is located 
close to town, on the same road that leads 
to the Beaver Mountain Reservoir and Na-
tional Forest Access. South Fork of the Rio 
Grande River is just across the street. Close 
to hiking, biking, hunting, Fishing, golf at 
the Rio Grande Golf Resort, skiing at the Wolf Creek Ski Area and some of the best 
snowmobiling in the state. $125,000 MLS#782932

Curtis Miller, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

Price
Reduced!

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Hugely sucessful retail, food and 
flower shop with prime location 
in darling mountain town. Sale in-
cludes all inventory, equipement 
and delivery van. Turn key opera-
tion is growing every year. Unique 
original accents with original wood 
floors and storage galore. Ready to 
own your own business in a quaint 
historical town? Ready to get out 
of the city? Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity! $375,000 Call today. 
MLS#783036

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

Price
Reduced!

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of 
room to add on if you wanted. 
Has good space, and some 
updates. Has been a rental, so 
great for the investor looking 
for a rental investment. Some 
outbuildings, and established 
yard. Call today for more de-
tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Immaculate & charming home! This 
lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bath home has 
been in a family for several decades, 
and loved and cared for as you can 
see in the pictures. It has open spaces, 
wood laminate floors, lots of storage, 
and a big kitchen that is great for cook-
ing and entertaining. There is a laun-
dry area with closets, a pellet stove hot 
water baseboard heat, a 2 car garage, a 
nice patio area, and an additional shed 
in the back. Call today to preview! 
$289,000 MLS#787149

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Enjoy the serenity of this cabin 
nestled against the cliffs behind it. 
Close to center of town and only 18 
miles from the Wolf Creek Ski Re-
sort. This cozy 1 bedroom cabin has 
gas fireplace, six foot wood fence sur-
rounding property, a 8’x12’ storage 
shed with electricity. Close to the Rio 
Grande Golf and Resort and many 
fishing holes in almost all directions. 
Home can be used as full time or part 
time. Cabin has recently been stained 
outside. $175,000 MLS#787843

           Keith Bratton, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This home sits on a very 
large lot that equals almost 
1 acre! Lots of potential 
for this home to be just as 
you love it with some TLC. 
Large living room with a 
fireplace and big windows 
with lots of light! Two bed-
rooms with a 3rd room that 
was a bedroom at one time 
and could be turned back 

into a bedroom or used as an office area. Storage room with lots of space. $158,500 
MLS#788147

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This cute single level, 3 
bedroom , 1 bathroom 
home is loaded with a lot 
of potential! The home is 
located on 3 lots that can 
either give you a huge yard 
or you can subdivide it and 
build on it. It has a detached 
2 car garage and it’s own 
Artesian well! Don’t miss 
out on this great opportu-
nity, call to view today! 
$170,000 MLS#788554

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
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Holiday Tree-Shaped 
Cheese Ball

Prep Time: 20 minutes 
Total Time: 4 hr 20 minutes
 
Ingredients
3 packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, softened 
4 cups shredded Cheddar cheese (16 ounces) 
2 tablespoons basil pesto 
1 tablespoon grated onion 
1/4 teaspoon yellow mustard 
Red pepper sauce 
1/4 cup finely chopped parsley or cilantro 
1/4 cup pine nuts or sliced almonds 
2 tablespoons chopped red bell pepper 
Piece of lemon peel, if desired 
Assorted crackers, if desired 

Directions 
Stir together cream cheese and Cheddar cheese; divide 
in half. Stir pesto into 1 half; stir onion, mustard and 2 
or 3 drops pepper sauce into other half. Cover each half; 
refrigerate about 4 hours or until firm enough to shape. 
Place cheese mixtures on cookie sheet. Shape each half 
into cone shape to look like a pine tree. 
If desired, wrap each tree, label and freeze up to 1 month. 
Twelve hours before serving, remove trees from freezer. 
Thaw in wrapper in refrigerator. 
Just before serving, roll trees in parsley, pressing it evenly onto 
trees. Press pine nuts onto trees in string form for garland. 
Press bell pepper pieces onto trees for ornaments. Top each 
tree with star shape cut from lemon peel. Serve with crackers. 

We Wish yoU       a merry christmas

OCHRISTMAS        tree

Fruited Brazil Nut Loaves
Makes two loaves

1 1/2 cups (375 ml) dried figs
1 1/2 cups (375 ml) dried apricots
1 cup (250 ml) candied pineapple
1/2 cup (125 ml) candied cherries
1/2 cup (125 ml) chopped preserved ginger
1 cup (250 ml) all-purpose flour
1 cup (250 ml) packed brown sugar
1 tsp (5 ml) baking powder
3 cups (750 ml) whole shelled Brazil nuts
4 eggs
1 tsp (5 ml) vanilla

PREPARATION: Line two 8- x 4-inch (1.5 l) loaf pans with foil; 
grease well and set aside.

Pour boiling water over figs and apricots; let stand for 5 minutes. 
Drain and chop into large pieces. Cut pineapple into chunks. Halve 
cherries.

In large bowl, mix together figs, apricots, pineapple, cherries, 
ginger, and Brazil nuts. Stir together flour, sugar, and baking powder; 
add to fruit mixture and toss to mix.

In separate bowl, beat eggs well; stir in vanilla. Add to fruit 
mixture and mix well; spoon into prepared pans. Bake in 350°F 
(180°C) oven for 1 hour or until cake tester inserted into centre 
comes out clean.

Let cool in pans on racks for 10 minutes; remove from pans and 
let cool completely on racks.

Loaves can be wrapped well and refrigerated for up to two weeks.
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719-657-9024
540 Grand Ave.  • Del Norte

Fresh Flower 
Bouquets!

Gifts for All Occasions
Baked Goods & Meals To-Go! 

We are OPEN 8 am-5 pm Mon.-Fri. 
& 8 am-12 pm Satuday

JINGLE       bells

No Bake Fruit Cake
(For those who don’t like 
traditional fruitcake)
1 lb. box graham crackers
30 marshamallows
½ lb. (2 sticks) oleo
1 10 oz. bottle maraschino 
cherries, drained
1 c. chopped pecans
1 c. raisins

Crush graham crackers 
by hand. Melt marshmal-
lows and oleo together 
over medium heat, stir-
ring occasionally. Cup up 
drained cherries.

In a large bowl, stir all 
ingredients together, mix well. Pack into loaf pan (sprayed with nonstick spray) or 
wax paper lined graham cracker box and refrigerate. Let set approx. 24 hours, slice 
and serve. Enjoy!

Enjoy a sweet ending to a traditional meal 
(433 words, US, UK, CAN)

A tasty dessert is the perfect way to cap a 
meal. But with so many sweet possibilities, 
many may find it difficult to choose their favorite 
decadent delicacy.

Custards and puddings often make a great 
ending to dinner because they are flavorful and 
can be customized depending on individual 
tastes. Puddings also are not very filling, 
meaning there will always be room for a little 
bit of a treat.

The following recipe for “Leche Frita” 
from M. Teresa Segura’s “Spain” (Fall River 
Press) is popular throughout northern Spain. 
It combines a meltingly creamy center with a 
crunchy coating. The squares can be enjoyed 
hot or cold.

Leche Frita
(Crisp Custard Squares)
Serves 6
18 fluid ounces creamy milk
3 strips lemon zest
1/2 cinnamon stick
4 ounces superfine sugar, plus extra for 

dusting
4 tablespoons corn starch
2 tablespoons flour
3 large egg yolks
 Sunflower oil for frying
2 eggs, to coat
6 tablespoons bread crumbs
 Ground cinnamon for dusting
 
Bring the milk, lemon zest, cinnamon stick, 

and sugar to a boil in a saucepan, stirring 
gently. Cover and leave off the heat to infuse 
for 20 minutes.

Put the cornstarch and flour in a bowl and 
beat in the egg yolks with a wooden spoon. 
Start adding some of the milk until the batter 
is smooth. Strain in the rest of the hot milk, 
then pour back into the pan. Cook over a low 
heat, stirring continuously. It will not curdle, 
but does thicken unevenly if you let it. Cook 
for a couple of minutes until it becomes a thick 
custard that separates from the side of the pan. 
Beat it hard with the spoon to keep it smooth. 
Pour into a small baking tray, smoothing to a 
square, about 8 x 8 inches and 1/2 inch deep. 
Cool and then chill.

Pour oil into a shallow skillet to a depth of 

Leche Frita

about 1/2 inch and heat until very hot. Cut the 
custard into 12 squares. Beat the eggs on a 
plate and lift half the squares into the egg with 
a metal spatula. Coat, then lift them onto a tray 
of crumbs (big, stale crumbs are best, but dried 
will do), and coat all around.

Lift them with a clean palette knife into the 
oil and fry for a couple of minutes, spooning 
the oil over the top, until golden. Reserve on 
paper towel while you fry the second batch. 
Dust with sugar and cinnamon before serving. 
They can be served hot as well, but are excellent 
when chilled. 



WHILE SHEPHERDS       watched
Create a delicious one-pot 

meal for a crowd
Warm, hearty meals, including 

stews, casseroles, soups, and 
chilis, make for great comfort 
foods when temperatures drop. 
Another advantage to these 
types of meals is they can easily 
be expanded to serve extended 
family. Also, when prepared using 
a slow cooker, these meals can 
be easily transported to a friends’ 
potluck or relative’s home.

Beloved for their turn-it-
on-and-forget-it convenience, 
slow cookers allow cooks to 
start meals in the morning and then return home at night and have 
dinner ready and waiting. Busy working families may find that the 
convenience of slow cookers is unparalleled. 

This recipe for “Creamy Ham ‘n’ Broccoli” from “Taste of Home 
Casseroles, Slow Cooker & Soups” (Taste of Home Books) is ideal 
for a cool fall or winter evening. It’s a delicious meal to come home to 
after a busy day and also a great way to make use of leftover ham from 
a previous meal, such as a family gathering during the holiday season.

Creamy Ham ‘n’ Broccoli
Serves 6 to 8

3 cups cubed fully cooked ham
1 package (10 ounces) frozen chopped broccoli, thawed
1 can (103⁄4 ounces) condensed cream of mushroom soup, undilut-

ed
1 jar (8 ounces) cheese sauce
1 can (8 ounces) sliced water chestnuts, drained
11⁄4 cups uncooked instant rice
1 cup milk
1 celery rib, chopped
1 medium onion, chopped
1⁄8 to 1⁄4 teaspoon pepper
1⁄2 teaspoon paprika

In a 3-quart slow cooker, combine all of the ingredients except the 
paprika. Cover and cook on high for 2 to 3 hours, or until the rice is 
tender. Let stand for 10 minutes before serving. Sprinkle with paprika.  
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December 3, 2021 | Tour @ 6 p.m. • Fireworks @ 7 p.m.

Light Decorations
• Decorations must be up by December 3, 2021 

No registration required
• Contest applies to Del Norte residents within 

city limits only
• (3) $250 prizes (residential only)
• Best decorated business will be recognized

Santa-Guided Tour 
Around Del Norte

• Cars will line up on French Street — Tour line-up 5:30 p.m.
• Santa will begin the tour at 6:00 p.m.
• You do not need a decorated car to participate (3) $100.00 prizes 

for best decorated cars!
• Exact location and a map of the tour will be posted on the 

Chamber’s website — www.DelNorteChamber.org(1150 Frenchc 
St.) and the tour will begin at 6pm.

Fireworks
• Fireworks will launch from the “D”
• Show will begin at 7:00 p.m.
• After the tour of lights, find a comfy spot 

and catch the fireworks show!719-657-3376 
Member FDIC

Visit Del Norte
for the Fireworks!

Friday, Dec. 3 at 7p.m.

Be sure to catch the 
Tour of Lights

719-657-9314
610 Grande Ave. • Del Norte

kathysfabrictrunk@gmail.com

Beads, Art Supplies 
and Custom Framing

Presented by the Del Norte 
Chamber of Commerce

Del Norte

Tour of Lights



Cookies & Carols - 2021 Page 5

Eggnog 
Fudge

3 cups (750 ml) granulated sugar
1 cup (250 ml) eggnog
1 tbsp (15 ml) corn syrup
2 tbsp (25 ml) butter
1 tsp (5 ml) vanilla
1/2 cup (125 ml) chopped walnuts

Glaze
1/4 cup (50 ml) semisweet chocolate 

chips
1 tsp (5 ml) butter

PREPARATION: Grease sides of large 
heavy saucepan. Add sugar; stir in eggnog 
and corn syrup. Cook over medium heat, 
stirring constantly until boiling.

Cook, stirring only if necessary to prevent 
sticking, until candy thermometer reaches 
soft-ball stage of 238°F (115°C), and when 
1/2 tsp (2ml) syrup dropped into very cold 
water forms soft ball that flattens on removal 
from water.

Immediately remove from heat; let cool to 
lukewarm, 110°F (43°C), without stirring. 
Using wooden spoon, beat in butter and 
vanilla, beating until very thick and no 
longer shiny. 

Quickly stir in nuts. Spread in greased 
8-inch (2 l) square cake pan. Tip: If fudge 
sets too quickly before spreading in pan, 
reheat gently over low heat just until soft 
enough to spread.  

Glaze: Melt together chocolate chips 
and butter. Drizzle over fudge. Score into 
1-inch (2.5 cm) squares while warm; let cool 
completely and cut into squares. 

Fudge can be layered between waxed 
paper in airtight container and stored for up 
to two weeks.   

Christmas       is coming

Grandma 
Rea’s 
Fudge

5 c. sugar
1/2 c. margarine
Pinch of salt
1 tsp. Vanilla
1 large can of evaporated milk
1 bag chocolate chips
3 c. marshmallows

Add sugar, margarine, milk, and vanilla 
to pot.

Boil for 5 minutes, mix while boiling.
Remove from heat, add chocolate chips, 

and marshmallows.
Stir and pour into greased 9x13 dish. Can 

add nuts.
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AWAY IN     a manger

1 turkey, with giblets
1 onion, coarsely chopped
A sprig of thyme
1 bay leaf
4 oz. (113 g) salted butter
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper

Lemon and Herb stuffing
2 eggs
4 oz. plus 1 tablespoon (130 g) butter, melted
A handful of fresh parsley leaves
1 teaspoon (5 ml) chopped fresh lemon thyme
Freshly grated zest and juice of 1 unwaxed lemon
4 1/2 cups (1.08 litres) fresh white  

bread crumbs
Sea salt and freshly ground  

black pepper 

Chestnut stuffing
14 oz. (392 g) fresh chestnuts
1 cup (240 ml) milk
4 oz. (112 g) sausages or sausage meat
2 tablespoons (30 ml) olive oil
6 oz. (168 g) turkey liver, chopped
1 onion, chopped
2 oz. (56 g) fatty bacon, finely chopped
1 tablespoon (30 ml) chopped fresh  

flat-leaf parsley or marjoram
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Lemon and herb stuffing:
Put the eggs, butter, parsley, lemon thyme, and lemon zest and 

juice in a food processor and blend to a smooth purée. Put the bread 
crumbs in a bowl, pour over the egg mixture, and mix well. Season 
to taste with salt and pepper.

Chestnut stuffing:
Cook fresh chestnuts in a saucepan of boiling water for about 3 

minutes to soften the shells. Peel them while still hot, wearing rubber 
gloves. Put the peeled fresh chestnuts in a saucepan, cover them with 
the milk, and simmer gently until softened, about 30 minutes to 1 
hour, depending on how fresh they are. Strain them if necessary, 
then weigh out 7 oz. (196 g) and put in a bowl. Crumble the cooked 
chestnuts with your fingers and use the sausage meat to bind them. 
Heat the oil in a skillet, add onion, liver, and bacon and fry gently 
until the liver is firm. Stir in the parsley and cook until the mixture 
begins to brown. Add to the chestnuts with some salt and pepper. 

Turkey: to make a stock, the day before put the giblets, minus the 
liver but with the neck chopped in half, in saucepan. Add the onion, 
thyme, and bay leaf, cover with water and bring to a boil, removing 
any foam. Reduce the heat and simmer for 2 hours, then strain. Taste 
and, if necessary, simmer for a little longer to reduce and strengthen 
the flavour.

The next day, wipe out the neck area and cavity of the turkey with 
a damp cloth and lightly season the inside with salt and pepper. Spoon 
the lemon and herb stuffing into the body cavity and the chestnut 
stuffing into the neck cavity, allowing plenty of room for them to 
expand. This is particularly important for the neck stuffing.

Put half the butter in a saucepan and melt gently. Spread the 
remaining butter all over the skin of the turkey. Soak the cheesecloth 
in the melted butter and drape over the bird, with a double layer 
covering the drumsticks.

Preheat the oven to 350°F (180°C). Put the bird in a large roasting 
pan in the middle of the oven. Roast for the calculated time according 
to size, except that the oven temperature must be raised to 400°F 
(200°C) and the cheesecloth covering removed for the last 30 minutes 
in order to crisp the skin. Remove the turkey from the oven, cover 
with a tent of aluminum foil, and leave in a warm place to rest while 
you prepare your side dishes. 

Using oven mitts, tip out any free juices from the cavity, then 
lift the turkey onto a serving platter. Pour off the turkey juices from 
the pan, preferably into a gravy separator or pitcher to be able to 
lift off the fat, then reheat with the seasoned stock. Serve as is or 
for a traditional gravy, pour juices into a pan, thicken with a small 
amount of flour and cook well, stirring to prevent burning. Reserve 
extra gravy in a Thermos for second helpings. Serve with roasted 
potatoes, roasted parsnips, candied yams, bacon rolls, cranberry 
relish, and Brussels sprouts.

Traditional 
Roast Turkey

A 13-15 lb. (6-7 kg) turkey serves 6

DECK THE         halls
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i  heard  the  bells
       on christmas day

Kids cookies
1 pkg. cake mix and 1/4 c. flour, sifted to-
gether
1/2 c. oil
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs
1 12-ounce package of M&Ms or chocolate 
chips
1/2 c. nut topping (optional)
3 kids ranging in age from almost 8 to just 
turned 4
jug of white wine

Preheat oven to 375
Explain to grandson that there’s no reason 

to turn the light on, since there is nothing 
to watch.

Combine cake mix, oil, vanilla and eggs 
and beat until well blended.

Remove M&Ms from hands of grandkids, 
explain that they’re for cookies.

Explain why the nuts are all cut up and 
what kinds of nuts they are. Try to make 
six-year-old understand that walnuts do not 
grow on walls.

Mix nuts and candies into dough.
Pour two ounces of wine into cook.
Provide three spoons for tasting cookie 

dough.
Spend three minutes explaining why 

cookies are called cookies and they’re dough 
before they go into the oven.

Clean up teaspoonful of dough from 
floor. Explain that no one died and there’s 
more.

Drop teaspoonfuls of dough two inches 
apart on ungreased cookie sheets.

Let eldest child put one in the oven. Move 
cookie sheet from bottom to middle shelf.

Thank God it’s a gas range.
Turn on the oven light and arrange assis-

tant cooks in front of the door.
Explain that nothing will happen right 

away. Listen to question, “are they done 
yet?” 10 times.

Pour two ounces of wine into cook
Forget how long the cookies have been in 

the oven and explain that cookies when you 
were a girl were always dark brown on the 
bottom.

Cool first batch for one minute on cook-
ie sheets and cool on waxed paper on the 
kitchen table. Remove cat from chair. Re-
move four-year-old from chair. Get ice cube 
for fingers. Listen to tattling from two older 
sisters.

Set timer at 15 minutes for next batch.  
Wipe off cookie sheets and start over.

Pour two ounces of wine into cook.
Get three glasses of milk and give each 

child a cookie.
Try to explain why cookie dough tastes 

different.
Take out last batch of cookies, note that 

only three look burned. Throw out for the 
birds.

Store in large plastic canister with tight 
lid.

Recall that cookies are $2.50 a dozen at 
Wal-Mart.
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Christmas in
Candyland

HOLIDAY BAZAAR!
Church of the Nazarene Gym - 255 Monroe Street • Monte Vista

Friday, December 3rd • 12 - 7 p.m.

Saturday, December 4th • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Help support local businesses in your community!

‘Tis the season!

Monte Vista’s Annual Christmas Celebration!
Saturday, December 4th, 2021

Tree Lighting and Caroling
at Fullenwider Park - 5:15 p.m.
Parade on Adams Street - 6 p.m.

Come enjoy warm, cozy fires and a Parade of lights!
North Pole at Rain Brews following the Parade!

Come meet with Santa and enjoy
a hot drink and a cookie!

Forms for parade 
entries, business 

window decorating 
contest, and home 
decorating contest 

available by 
contacting

Jennifer Becker at 
719-850-2709 or

mvcoevents@gmail.com
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