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Last week, two stories on the front 
page of the Center Post-Dispatch 
did not continue completely on 
the inside pages. The two stories 
appeared in their entirety in this 
week’s SLV Lifestyles.

CorreCtion

M O N T E  V I S T A  — 
A Republican candidate for 
Governor, Greg Lopez, is coming 
to town. Lopez will be in Monte 
Vista on Saturday, Jan. 22, from 
8 to 11 a.m. for a meet-and-greet 
at Rain Brews.

Lopez is no stranger to politics. 

SLVREC 
scholarship deadline 

approaching
MONTE VISTA — San Luis 

Valley REC makes secondary 
education a priority when giving 
back to the Valley. With just over 
$235,000 given in the past seven 
years, REC annually awards up to 
11 scholarships to local students. 
The 2022 scholarship deadline 
is quickly approaching; for full 
requirements and details, see the 
application online at slvrec.com/
scholarships. The deadline to apply 
is Feb. 3.

Rep. Boebert’s 
office announces 

mobile office hours
U.S. Representative Lauren 

Boebert’s office will be having 
mobile office hours in the San Luis 
Valley on Jan. 19.

Staff from Boebert’s office will 
be available to allow constituents 
to request assistance with a federal 
agency, like veterans having trouble 
with the VA, travelers having 
difficulties applying for a passport, 
taxpayers being harassed by the IRS, 
and senior citizens having issues 
with Social Security or Medicare. 
Additionally, constituents are 
invited to come to the office hours 
to express their viewpoints on 
legislative issues and have their 
voice heard.

Mobile office hours will be 
available at the following times 
and locations on Jan. 19:

• Alamosa County Mobile Office 
Hours — The Depot, 610 State St., 
Alamosa, from 9 to 11 a.m.

• Rio Grande County Mobile 
Office Hours — Colorado Potato 
Administrative Committee, 1305 
Park Ave., Monte Vista, from 2 to 
3:30 p.m.

Republican 
candidate for 

Governor, Lopez 
coming to Monte

Please see LOPEZ on Page 2A

By MeChel Meek

SAGUACHE COUNTY — On 
Dec. 30, 2021, Colorado looked on 
in horror at images of the devastating 
Marshall Fire in Boulder County. 

The unusual winter fire swept 
through two towns in Boulder 
C o u n t y,  d e s t r o y i n g  e n t i r e 
neighborhoods and businesses. 

To date, 991 structures were 
destroyed in the Marshall Fire. 
The devastation was immense, 
with 553 homes in Louisville, 332 
homes in Superior, and 106 homes 
in the rural areas as of Jan. 8, with 
possibly more added to the total in 
the coming weeks. 

Three people were still reported 
missing, many people lost their 
beloved family pets, farm animals, 
and their businesses. 

The cause of the fire is still under 
investigation, and theories range 
from downed power lines to a 
structure fire, according to Boulder 
County officials.

“We don’t know that the shed or 

How to help people devastated by the Marshall Fire

A man stands in the rubble of 
a destroyed house in Boulder 

County following the Marshall 
Fire.

Photo courtesy of Boulder County Wildfire 
Fund

Please see FIRE on Page 2A

 Vikings wrestlers 
grab fifth place 

at Pagosa
By MeChel Meek 

CENTER — In the latest edition of 
Center of Focus, Center Consolidated 
School District Superintendent Carrie 
Zimmerman outlined some of the 

activities and accomplishments of the 
first half of the school year.

Zimmerman stated, “2021 is in the 
rearview mirror and I know some 
people are happy to see it behind 
us. Even though the year presented 
a number of challenges, there were 
some bright spots along the way. It’s 
important to take the time to look 
for the good and not get caught up 
in all the negativity that seems to 
surround us.”

Zimmerman discussed some of 
the achievements of the students and 
staff, such as in-person instruction 

Charitable acts mark holiday season for school district

Center Consolidated School 
District received donations for 
a coat drive from the Knights of 
Columbus.
Photo courtesy of Center Consolidated 
School District Please see SCHOOL on Page 4A

By PrisCilla Waggoner

SAGUACHE — In a ceremony officiated by Chief 
Judge for the 12th Judicial District Judge Michael 
Gonzales, attorney Craig Schuenemann was sworn in 
as the 22nd judge to serve Saguache County since the 
county was formed in 1866. 

Schuenemann was appointed to the position by Gov. 
Jared Polis after being one of two finalists recommended 
by the 12th Judicial Nominating Committee, charged 
with nominating a new judge when Judge Anna Ulrich 
stepped down to go into private practice.

Schuenemann brings to the bench a distinguished career. 
Born in a “typical blue collar family” in a small town 
in Wisconsin, Schuenemann exceled in high school in 
both sports and academics. Upon graduation from high 
school, he applied and was accepted to attend the United 
States Naval Academy. 

While at the Academy, he played on the Navy 
football team and then, following several injuries, 

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Left to right: Chief for the 12th Judicial District Judge Michael Gonzales, Saguache 
County Judge Craig Scheunemann, and District Court Judge Crista Newmyer-Olsen.

Scheunemann sworn in as Saguache County judge

By MeChel Meek

CENTER — The Center Police 

Department is asking for the public’s 

help in locating a man wanted for 

assault with a knife.

On Jan. 8, in the evening hours, 

CPD officers were dispatched to a 

report of an assault with a knife. 

The victim was stabbed in the face 

area and received a severe injury. 

CPD stated that the suspect is 

Jonethan Lopez. According to CPD 

Chief Dale Meek, “Saturday night, 

Jonethan Lopez was involved in a 

violent assault with a knife. There 

is a current arrest warrant for that 

assault. He will frequent the areas 

of Sylvester and Garcia Streets and 

often travels through the alleyways. 

Jonethan travels in a white Nissan 

Murano with front-end damage. If 

you see Jonethan, please contact 

the Center Police Department 

immediately.”

CPD also stated that the suspect 

was recently arrested on suspicion 

of harassment-domestic violence, 

trafficking narcotics and resisting 

arrest.

The suspect was described by 

CPD as 31 years of age, 5-foot-

8-inches tall, 150 pounds, shaved 

head or short hair, brown eyes and 

has multiple tattoos.

Suspect sought in violent assault in Center

Jonethan Lopez
Courtesy photo



Page 2A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, January 13, 2022

139 Adams • Monte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

719-628-2015

Saturdays

Concessions Only
5 p.m.-7 p.m.

4 Person Admission
Family Pass SALE $15!

oBituaries

Antonio Felix Cebreros, 71, of 
Rocky Ford, Colo., formerly of Monte 
Vista, passed away Tuesday, Jan. 4, 
at his residence.

Antonio was born in Guajino, 
Sinaloa, Mexico on Jan. 5, 1950, a 
son of the late Manuela Cebreros 
Rodriguez and Antonio Felix 
Quintero.

He was the husband of Teresa 
(Salazar) Felix.

Antonio was a hard worker, a man of 
values and traditions, a kind and loving 
father who enjoyed his days spending 
time in the mountains, hunting, fishing, 
and logging. He also enjoyed doing 
carpentry, building garages, installing 
windows and gardening. He especially 
enjoyed spending time with family 
and loved ones. He had such loving 
softness with his great grandchildren 
which gave him profound joy.

He was employed as a Farm 
Laborer for 35 years retiring from 
Worley McCullough.

He is survived by wife Teresa 

Michael (Mike) Crawford Gates
Michael (Mike) Crawford Gates, of 

Fort Collins, died peacefully at Poudre 
Valley Hospital of complications of 
COVID-19.  He was 62.

Mike was born to Melvin and 
Barbara Gates and was the youngest 
brother to sister Shelly and brother 
Mark.  He was raised in Del Norte, 
Colorado and graduated from Del 
Norte High School in 1977. 

After high school Mike moved 
to the Denver area to continue his 
education and see a bit more of the 
world.  He married Betty Buch in 1984 
and adopted his first two children, Jon-
Mikel and Alicia, in 1985.  The birth 
of his daughter Whitney followed 
in 1986. 

After divorcing in 1991, he married 
Barbara Olson in 1995, and together 
they adopted two more daughters, 
Hannah and Makayla. 

Mike had an open heart and love 
to share with everyone he cared for.  
Mike worked for Otter Box for many 
years in information technology and 
was truly proud of his work and his 
employer; the family wishes to thank 
Otter for their support during this time.

Mike was a devout Christian 
and attended Citipointe Church 
in Loveland.  He was also an avid 
Colorado Eagles fan and held season 
tickets since their very first season.  

He enjoyed going to hockey games 
with his daughters, especially with 
Whitney. 

He also enjoyed the outdoors, 
and treasured many weekends spent 
fishing with his brother across the 
state.  Mike loved to hike, camp, and 
toss around a football.  He also loved 
tinkering with computers and other 
electronics. 

Mike loved having pets and was 
pet-dad to several cats and dogs 
over the years.  One thing that was 
always evident about Mike was the 
tremendous amount of love that he 
had to share, and that he shared freely 
and willingly.

Mike is survived by his parents, Mel 
and Barbara Gates, his brother Mark 
Gates, his sister Shelly Vanderpool, 
his wife Barbara and his children: 
Jon-Mikel Tuttle-Gates and his 
husband John, Alicia Guardado and 
her husband Andrew, Whitney Jiles 
and her husband Patrick, Hannah 
Gates and Makayla Gates; and by 
his grandchildren Reilly Guardado 
and Drew Guardado.

The family would like to thank all 
of the doctors and nurses at Poudre 
Valley Hospital for their kindness and 
care, and they would like to thank all 
of Mike’s friends, coworkers, and 
family for their support during this 

hardship.
A Celebration of Life was held in 

Mike’s honor on Friday, Jan. 7, 2022, 
at Christ United Methodist Church 
in Fort Collins. A recording of this 
service will be available at www.
goesfuneralcare.com.

An additional memorial for family 
and friends in Del Norte will be held 
in the spring, date to be determined.

Flowers may be sent to Goes 
Funeral Home in Fort Collins, 
and a GoFundMe (https://gofund.
me/52e8b303) has been established 
to help the family during this time.

Antonio Felix Cebreros
Felix, of Rocky Ford, Colo.; daughter 
Manuela, wife of Noel Heredia, of 
Alamosa, Colo.; daughter Gloria, wife 
of Isaul Padilla, of Monte Vista, Colo.; 
and son Antonio Felix Jr., husband of 
Melissa Felix of Monte Vista, Colo.

He is also survived by six 
grandchildren, Keisha Padilla, 
Brittany Heredia, Noel Heredia 
Jr., Keyshawn Martinez, Maribel 
Heredia and Davion Felix, three 
great-grandchildren, 10 siblings, 
Abundio Felix (Bertha), Martin Felix 
(Celia), Maria Felix, Virginia Felix, 
Candelario Felix, Flor Felix (Rafael), 
Guadalupe Felix (Humberto), 
Ramona Garcia (Vicente), Alicia 
Felix (Pablo) and Rosa Felix.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, three sisters and one brother.

A Vigil Service will be held on 
Thursday, Jan. 13, 2022, at 7 p.m. 
and a Memorial Mass will be held on 
Friday, Jan. 14, at 10 a.m., both at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in Monte 
Vista, Colo.

Valley Publishing charges a flat fee 
of $50 for each obituary published. 
Pending arrangements or death notices 
run for no charge.

This charge affects funeral homes, as 
well as family or other representatives, 
that directly place obituaries. All paid 
obituaries will continue to be published 
on our website(s) for no additional fee.

In the event the newspaper errors 
in publishing an obit, corrections will 
be made and the obit will be rerun. 
If the errors are on the part of the 
submitting party, an additional fee will 
be assessed. Obituaries can be emailed 
to: bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.
com or call 719-852-3531 for more 
information.

oBituary PoliCy

In 1992, Lopez was elected Mayor-
Town Manager of Parker Colorado 
at age 27 and has since worn many 
different public hats. After Lopez’s 
term as Mayor, he became the first 
Director of a Scholarship Foundation 
for ACE, a non-profit organization, 
that gives out scholarships to 
students of low-income families, 
which allows the students to attend 
schools of their liking.  

Lopez also served as the President 
and CEO of the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, President and CEO of the 
Rocky Mountain Minority Supplier 
Development Council, and he also 
became the Director of the United 
States Small Business Association 
and served as such from 2008 to 
2014. Lopez toured Colorado during 
his term as Director and became well 
known all over the state.

LOPEZ Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office for the period 
between Monday, Jan. 3, 2022, 
and Sunday, Jan. 9, 2022.

The Sheriff ’s Department’s 
activity on the road included 
two crashes with property 
damage, three traffic stops 
and one traffic complaint, one 
abandoned vehicle. They also 
patrolled the Town of Saguache 
eight times, assisted a motorist 
two times and responded to one 
lockout call. 

In addition, there was one 
report of suspicious activity, one 
assault report, two alarm calls, 
one burglary report, two theft 

reports, three civil dispute reports, 
one animal problem report, one 
report of forgery, and one suicidal 
subject report.

They also responded to five 
controlled burns, three ambulance 
calls, provided information nine 
times, assisted nearby agencies 
three times, and conducted four 
welfare checks, two citizen 
assists, a deceased person call.

ARRESTS
• A 41-year-old Manassa man 

was arrested on a failure to comply 
charge.

• A 27-year-old Center man 
was arrested on assault second 
and third degree and domestic 
violence charges.

saguaChe County 
sheriff’s rePort

anything else around it was the start 
of the fire or if it was secondary and 
it’s complicated,” stated Boulder 
County Sheriff Joe Pelle of the 
investigation. “We’re going to bring 
in the best people in the country. 
We’re going to do this right and 
we’re not going to rush.”

The fast-moving fire was fanned 
by over 100 mph wind gusts and was 
exacerbated by drought conditions.

With this type of extreme event, 
many people are wanting to help 
the people who lost everything. The 
best option to help those affected 
by the Marshall Fire is to give to 
a reputable charity organization. 

It is a sad fact that scammers 
often use well-publicized tragedies 
to take money from people wishing 
to help victims. Fake Go Fund Me 
pages, false Facebook donation 
pages, calls from people posing as 
charity workers and similar scams 

have been seen so far. 
The best way to avoid these 

scams is to donate directly to the 
charitable agencies in the Boulder 
County area. The Boulder County 
Community Foundation has created 
the Boulder County Wildfire Fund 
and is accepting cash donations 
for victims of the fire. You can 
donate at www.coloradogives.org/
bouldercountywildfirefund. This 
is a tax-deductible donation as 
the Boulder County Community 
Founda t ion  i s  a  non-prof i t 
organization. As of Jan. 5, the fund 
had raised over $12 million to help 
those affected by the fire.

Neptune Mountaineering was also 
holding a coat and shoe drive. They 
were accepting donations of new or 
like-new winter layers and shoes for 
people who lost clothing in the fire. 
Donations can be made at their store 
in Boulder at 633 South Broadway.

FIRE Continued from Page 1A
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oPinion & editorial

They say the secret to the success 
of any project, product or endeavor 
is good marketing. With a good 
presentation and enough exposure, 
you may not be able to make a silk 
purse from a sow’s ear, but you can 
make people believe that you can.

It was just such grand advertising 
campaigns  tha t  somehow 
convinced the American public 
to turn from the muscle cars of 
the ’60s to the microcars of the 
’70s and ’80s.

And, another time, it was minivans 
followed by full-scale Tahoes and 
Suburbans. Today, the soccer moms 
all drive 4x4 SUVs with names like 
Yukon, Everest, Equinox, Escape, 
Outback and Patrol for use in places 
with no snow and a grocery on every 
corner. Now that’s some kind of 
convincing.

Some years past, in one of our 
winter sojourns to the Gulf Coast, 
Ol’ Dutch was talking to a man 
who owned a big fish market right 
on the coast.

I loved going there and seeing all 
the different fish brought to land for 
sale to the public. I related to the 
owner of that shop that I was not 
a fan of eating Redfish, a southern 
staple, as it was just a freshwater 
drum in a cheap disguise.

And he told me that some time 
back in the not-to-distant past, 
fishermen on the coast threw the 
redfish back as “trash fish.” No one 
would eat them.

But some smarter-than-Ol’-
Dutch-marketeers began to tout 
the wonderful qualities of the 
poor old red drum and soon people 
everywhere were ordering them 
off the menus of every fish chop 
shop there was.

Now the redfish are caught and 
eaten all over the south and you 
would think from all the hubbub 
they have made a silk purse. But no 
matter how you wrap it Ol’ Dutch 
thinks it tastes more like a sow’s ear.

That is just one example of what 
you can do with enough ads run and 
enough money spent on them. And 
there are probably thousands of just 
such examples out there but one, in 
particular, came to mind last week 
when we were at a store and they 
had brisket sandwiches for sale.

Now I don’t know if you know 
it or not but the lowly (literally 
low on the cow) brisket was one 
of those cuts of meat that was less 
than desirable for many years as it 
is full of fat and greasy. People had 
ground it up for cheap hamburgers 
ever since Cain killed the animal-
loving Abel, but now it holds a 

place of dubious honor as some 
specialty meat extraordinaire.

Gone are the days when that 
fatty old hangy-down part of the 
cow was tossed aside and now 
it’s smoked, cured, salted, jerked, 
boiled and barbecued at every turn.

Men stand on street corners 
all over the nation now hawking 
greasy, fatty smoked sections 
of this cut of meat and, due to 
advertising, you may have to 
auction off your first born child to 
afford a sizable chunk of it.

Not only can you get great 
tasting slices of this cut on wheat, 
sourdough, and rye but someone 
found out that with enough 
cooking, you can pull it apart and 
sell that too.

No more are the fatty portions 
sliced off and discarded as they 
can simply mix that into the now 
popular pulled beef, slather on 
some cheap BBQ sauce and no 
one is the wiser.

The same has been done with all 
the cheaper cuts of pork and just 
last week Miss Trixie scored some 
good buys in that department for us.

So, we had some scrumptious 
pulled pork which then led to pulled 
something in about everything you 
can imagine for Ol’ Dutch, short 
of an egg sandwich.

And she led off each meal 
describing it in French, German 
and Italian languages and even a 
forgotten Fiji dialect which made 
Ol’ Dutch all the more eager to try it.

It was just pulled pork no matter 
how she sliced it but say what you 
will about Miss Trixie, she is great 
with advertising.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his 
Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or 
hike daily. His email is Kevin@

TroutRepublic.com. Additional 
news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

CoMMentary

By thoMas MCCraCken

Here in Saguache County, some of 
my constituents are customers of Xcel 
Energy others are members-owners 
of San Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative, which in turn purchases 
virtually all its power from Tri-State 
Generation and Transmission per a 
contract that runs until 2050.

Tri-State is in the process of 
long-term resource planning which 
is, for the first time ever, overseen 
by Colorado’s Public Utilities 
Commission. This is an important 
opportunity for the PUC to insist 
that Tri-State reduce the cost burden 
of our electricity while ensuring that 
our abundant solar resources here in 
the San Luis Valley are fully utilized 
to supply our electricity.

San Luis Valley has, arguably, the 
best solar exposure and potential for 
solar power not just in Colorado, but 
on the planet. And yet too much of 
our electricity through Tri-State still 
comes from outdated and expensive 
coal from far away. This has to change. 

I applaud Tri-State’s efforts to date 
to switch to renewable energy, such as 
its commitment to shut down all coal 
in CO by 2030, and recently securing 
200MW of new wind power from the 
Nyol wind plant. But these steps must 
continue and this 20-year resource 

planning process, is our best chance 
yet of bringing our power supply 
in line with the latest technologies, 
thereby lowering costs and reducing 
emissions as is now required by 
state law. 

I’m on the Development Resources 
Group in San Luis Valley, where I 
continue to advocate for Xcel and 
SLVREC to build out transmission 
lines so that we can take advantage 
of one of our most important assets: 
solar gain. 

Currently we only have one 
inbound electric line that is shared by 
Xcel and REC. Exporting power must 
be explored. Xcel is building a new 
power line from Alamosa to Antonito, 
on new easements and new poles, but 
is not including an option to add a line 
to export power to the south.

In my view a line to Santa Fe-
Albuquerque is an important option 
for the Valley to export power. As our 
aquifer disappears, solar transmission 
is a huge economic potential for us. 

Rural Colorado has some of the 
lowest wages and highest cost of 
living in the state, including paying 
some of the highest electricity rates 
in the west. With the uncertainty of 
the federal government’s ability to 
promote sweeping energy change, 
the states must take matters into their 
own hands for creating clean-energy-
economy jobs, retiring coal, and 
reducing costs for disproportionately 

impacted communities. Tri-State’s 
high rates, due to its $3.3 billion debt 
load of coal assets, are unfair. 

With this resource plan, the Public 
Utilities Commission should assure 
that Tri-State will utilize least-cost 
resources and shave peak charges 
by investing in batteries and other 
storage technologies on the horizon. 
Additionally, Tri-State should be 
required to shut down expensive out-
of-state coal plants that are supplying 
electricity to Colorado customers, as 
soon as possible.

Here in Saguache County, we are 
seeing and feeling the undeniable 
effects of climate change in our 
everyday life. Each summer seems to 
break the previous year’s record for 
heat; smoke in our skies, once rare, 
is now ubiquitous.

Our aquifer on which we all rely 
has been in decline for many years 
and climate change is a huge factor. 
We must act now to quickly transition 
away from fossil fuels toward 
abundant, renewable resources.

Citizens and farmers-ranchers of the 
San Luis Valley are working hard to 
reduce their own carbon footprint, but 
without the state’s largest electricity 
providers also doing everything possible, 
our hopes for averting the worst impacts 
of climate change may be futile. 

Thomas D. McCracken is Saguache 
County Commissioner, District No. 1.

Let me pull 
you pork

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

The time is now to plan for 
solar energy

Abuse of American Rescue Plan Act funds
Editor,
We are outraged and extremely 

disappointed in former Governor Bill 
Owens investing in and supporting a 
scheme to transport our valuable water 
resource out of the San Luis Valley.  
Working with his former Deputy Sean 
Tonner, they have submitted a proposal 
to Douglas County Commissioners 
to use $20 million dollars of their 
COVID-relief funds to help their 
selfish cause to export water out of 
the San Luis Valley.  

COVID-relief funds — What?  
These are federal dollars that all of 
us pay into every year to the IRS!

When elected as our 40th Governor, 
Owens thanked rural Coloradoans for 
his win, defeating Gail Schoettler by 
only 8,300 votes.  And if you recall, 
in November of 2002, “Colorado 
voters rejected Owens’ water storage 
initiative, Referendum A.  The 
referendum failed to win a single 
county in the state…..and was 
opposed by the environmental 
community and many of Colorado’s 
Western Slope who feared it would 
lead to the Front Range using more 
Western Slope Water.” (Wikipedia).

Owens supposedly stood up for 
those of us in rural Colorado.  He also 
led us to believe that he supported 
rural economic development and 
agriculture.  Rural Coloradoans 
legitimately are fearful of politicians 
who claim they have our best interest 
at heart, but when it comes to 
something they want, they become 
the hammer that cripples our growth 
and future prosperity.

The San Luis Valley is in a 20 year 
drought.  Last spring the State Water 
Engineer shut down irrigation wells in 
Sub district 5.  By the time the wells 
were allowed to be turned back on, 
it was too late in the season for many 
of the ranchers to grow enough hay 
to feed their cattle this winter.  

Our aquifer is depleting.  There is 
declining runoff in the Rio Grande 
Basin. The idea that there is an 
abundance for water for Douglas 
County suburbia to continue to sprawl 
at the San Luis Valley’s expense is 
shameless.    

The Renewable Water Resources 
(RWR) and Commissioner Teal claims 
this is “just emotional” for the San Luis 
Valley.  Well, damn right it is emotional, 

but it is our livelihood, our family, our 
heritage, our wildlife and environment.

Douglas County Commissioner 
George Teal recently wrote, “By 
coming together now, and with the 
right approach for all of Douglas 
County, we can develop a guaranteed 
water solution that will serve our 
county now and for decades to come.”  
He goes onto say, “The vital resource 
would come from exporting just 2.5% 
of the water that recharges (or refills) 
into the San Luis Valley.” — Jan. 4, 
2022 Douglas County News-Press

Get engaged folks!  Write to Owens 
at shelley@owensllc.com and the three 
Douglas County Commissioners:  Abe 
Laydon  alaydon@douglas.co.us, (he 
has ties to Blanca) George Teal gteal@
douglas.co.us, and Lora Thomas 
lthomas@douglas.co.us and tell them 
this is an abuse of the American Rescue 
Plan Act funding and it is also wrong 
to pit one community against another.  

Dale Becker, Mayor, Monte Vista
Victor Sagala, Mayor Pro-Tem

Martha Lock, Councilwoman
Larry Foster, Councilman

Jason Lorenz, Councilman
Gigi Dennis, City Manager
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San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2021-2022

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Alamosa  51 ............................................Salida  30
Monte Vista  46 ................................. Gunnison  15
Delta  60 ............................................Centauri  28
Sangre de Cristo  46 .......................... Cotopaxi  14
Centennial  62 ...................................Lake City  29
Delta  55 ..............................................Alamosa  44
Sanford  53 ..........................................Mancos  34
Centauri  53 ..................................Pueblo East  26
Peyton  47 ............................................. Center  29
Centennial  48 .................................... Antonito  35
Sargent  52 ........................................... Swink  40
Sangre de Cristo  44 ........................ Del Norte  32

BOYS BASKETBALL
Alamosa  52 ........................................... Salida  44
Centauri  65 .....................................Northfork  29
Centauri  50 ............................................ Delta  38
Pagosa Springs  47 .............................Sanford  31
Creede  41 ...............................................Moffat  33
Cotopaxi  80 .......................... Sangre de Cristo  18
Gunnison  39 ................................Monte Vista  26
Primero  66 .......................... Sangre de Cristo  27
Mancos  55 ...........................................Sanford  51
Alamosa  62 ............................................ Delta  50
Del Norte  71 ........................Sangre de Cristo  30
Centennial  46 ..................................... Antonito  19
Swink  71 .............................................Sargent  22
Peyton  69 ............................................. Center  49

and sports programs resuming 
activities after the COVID-related 
restrictions of the 2020-21 school 
year.

The school system has ordered 
two new buses to better serve the 
student population. 

Also, several grants were 
applied for and received to help 
the school address the needs of 
the students.

The superintendent also discussed 
some of the altruistic acts of staff 
and students. Several students and 
teachers helped families with the 
holidays by collecting donations 
and other charitable acts.

The students also received help 
from local organizations to help 
them succeed, including donations 
of winter coats.

“We had a generous donation 
from the Knights of Columbus. 
The district would like to recognize 
and thank Claude Trujillo and 

the Knights of Columbus for 
their gracious donation of 30 
winter coats for our students. 
We appreciate the support and 
partnership that we have with this 
organization. We still have some 
coats available, so if you have a 
need or know of one, please come 
over to the administration office,” 
she stated. The Center Vikings 
wrestling team took fifth place 
overall in Pagosa Springs with 
130.5 points. Individual results 
were as follows; Jordan Duran, 
first place, Omar Hernandez, first 
place, Aaron Valadez, second place, 
Jesus Valadez, second place, Martin 
Palma, fifth place, Andree Meraz, 
sixth place, Fransisco Villa, seventh 
place, and Manny Morales, eighth 
place. 

The Center Vikings basketball 
teams are also in the midst of their 
season. The athletic calendar can 
be viewed on the district website.

Photo courtesy of Center Consolidated School District

SCHOOL Continued from Page 1A

Central Pump recognized by 
Reinke with dealer award

DESHLER, Neb. — Reinke 
Manufacturing, a global leader in 
irrigation systems and technology, 
has recognized Central Pump, LLC, 
in Center with a Diamond award in 
recognition of their success in the 
past year.

“We are proud to honor the team 
at Central Pump with this award,” 
said Chris Roth, Reinke president. 
“They’ve dedicated themselves to 
supporting the growers in their area. 
We appreciate those efforts as Reinke 
continues to develop and implement 
irrigation equipment and technology 
designed to increase agriculture 
production.”

Reinke dealerships from across 
the United States and Canada come 
together annually for the company’s 
sales convention to recognize select 
Reinke dealers for their hard work and 
commitment to serve growers. The 

Reinke Pride awards are determined 
as part of an incentive program that 
distinguishes superior achievement 
levels according to an evaluation 
based on a dealership’s exterior 
and interior housekeeping and 
maintenance, indoor and outdoor 
displays, safety, retail environment, 
merchandising, professionalism, 
promotions, event participation and 
market share.

With hundreds of dealers in 
more than 40 countries, Reinke 
Manufacturing is the world’s 
largest privately held manufacturer 
of center pivot and lateral move 

irrigation systems. Family owned 
since 1954 and headquartered in 
Deshler, Neb., Reinke develops 
products and technology designed 
to increase agriculture production 
while providing labor savings 
and environmental efficiencies. 
Reinke is a continued leader in 
industry advancements as the first 
to incorporate GPS, satellite-based 
communications, and touchscreen 
panel capabilities into mechanized 
irrigation system management. For 
more information on Reinke or to 
locate a dealership, visit Reinke.
com.

staff rePort 
DENVER — The Colorado 

Department of Human Services, Office 
of Behavioral Health (OBH) on Thursday 
announced $9 million in funding awarded 
to county departments of human or social 
services across the state. The funding is 
for the expansion or improvement of local 
or regional behavioral health disorder 
treatment programs. 

The San Luis Valley was awarded 
$150,000 through the Rio Grande 
County Department of Social Services 
Collaboration involving all six SLV 
counties. The award is targeted at 
expanding and supporting the continuation 
of the SafeCare Colorado behavioral 
health service program in the Valley. 

Eighteen proposals were awarded 
funding, ranging from $90,640 to 
$1,080,984, through a competitive 
application process. 

The county behavioral health grant 
program was established through Senate 
Bill 21-137 to provide grants to counties 
for purposes including peer training; 
augmentation of direct therapy; acute 
treatment units; inpatient treatment 
programs; outreach and education; 
navigation or care coordination; capital 
investments in the behavioral health 
infrastructure; services for individuals 
for who do not speak English; culturally 
responsive and attuned services; suicide 
prevention and intervention; crisis 
response; workforce development; 
supporting regional service delivery; 
or other purposes that would expand 
behavioral health programs. 

Counties had to provide either 
matching funding or in-kind resources, 
or they had to submit a plan for regional 
collaboration between no fewer than 
three counties to be eligible for the 

grant program. 
“We are glad to put this funding into 

the hands of counties to invest in their 
communities,” said Robert Werthwein, 
Office of Behavioral Health director. 
“Colorado’s behavioral health system 
is undergoing a transformation, thanks 
to leadership by Governor Polis and 
partners statewide, and expanding 
services to Coloradans is a key part of 
that reform effort.” 

The $9 million in funding came from 
the American Rescue Plan Act and 
can be spent through June 30, 2023, 
per statute. Applicants were required 
to have a sustainability plan for how 
services will continue beyond the 
grant period. If the grant money is to 
be used for capital projects, applicants 
demonstrated how they would continue 
those services past the grant cycle for 
at least an additional five years.

SLV receives $150,000 for health
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What is faith? And what does it look 
like to actually live by faith?

These are important questions, because 
we receive and experience the blessings 
God has for us through faith.

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the 
assurance (title deed, confirmation) of 
things hoped for (divinely guaranteed), 
and the evidence of things not seen 
[the conviction of their reality – faith 
comprehends as fact what cannot be 
experienced by the physical senses]” 
(AMP). 

I like to define faith as the hand that 
reaches out and receives what God has 
for us. By faith we believe what God 
says in His Word is true, that it’s for us, 
and that we will receive everything He 
wants to give us. We believe we have 
His promises before we get them or 
experience them.

Everyone has faith, but not everyone 
puts their faith in God. For example, 
when a person sits in a chair, they have 
faith that the chair will hold them. People 
drive to work because they have faith in 
the traffic laws that make it possible to 
travel on the roads.

But first and foremost, we need to put 
our faith in God and the truth of the Bible.

Romans 1:17 says, “For in the gospel 
the righteousness of God is revealed, both 
springing from faith and leading to faith 
[disclosed in a way that awakens more 
faith]. As it is written… ‘The just and 
upright shall live by faith.’”

This verse reveals that we’re saved by 
faith and we are created to live by faith. In 
order to live by faith, we have to release 
it, and there are three ways we do that: 
praying, saying and doing.

The Privilege of Prayer
Prayer is the greatest privilege we 

have! It’s amazing that we can personally 
communicate with Almighty God, the 
Creator of the Universe. That means we 
can talk to Him and He hears us, and He 
wants to talk to us. 

One of the main ways we hear God’s 
voice is through His Word, which is why 
it’s critically important for us to study 
the Bible. When we diligently study the 
Word, we get revelation of who God is, 
how He loves us, and what His will is for 
our lives. We learn how to pray for the 
things He wants to give us…the kind of 
life Jesus died for us to have.

James 4 says that people live in strife, 
quarreling and fighting, because they 
try to get what they want and they’re 
jealous of what others have, but they 
can’t make it happen for themselves. 
Verses 2-3 say, “You covet but cannot 
get what you want, so you quarrel and 
fight. You do not have because you do 
not ask God. When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives, that you may spend what you 
get on your pleasures” (NIV).

Have you been trying to get something 
or make something happen and you’re 
frustrated because you can’t achieve it? 
Maybe you’re struggling because you’re 
striving to do it in your own strength or 
you’re going after things that aren’t right 
for you or in God’s plan for your life.

We need to pray and ask God for 
what we want, but we need to ask for 
the blessings He wants to give us. I often 
pray like this: “God, I’m going to ask 
You for everything I want, but if I ask for 
something that’s not right for me, please 
don’t give it to me. I really only want 
what YOU want for me, because You 
know what’s best for me.”

Praying for the Promises of God
There are some situations where we 

may not know for sure what God’s will 
is, and that’s when we need to trust that if 
we don’t get what we think we want, it’s 
because He has something better for us. 
But there are many things we can ask for 
with assurance and confident expectation 
that God will give them because He 
promises them to us in His Word. Here 
are a few…

Three Simple Steps to 
Activate Your Faith

You don’t have to be lonely because 
God is always with you (Psalm 73:23; 
Hebrews 13:50).

You can have peace in every situation 
(John 14:27; Philippians 4:6-7).

You can have God’s wisdom for every 
decision (James 1:5).

 You have the strength, in Christ, to 
do whatever you need to do (Philippians 
4:13).

God loves you and He has an amazing 
plan for your life (John 3:16; 1 John 4:9-
10; Jeremiah 29:11).

God has so much more for you than 
what you have experienced so far in your 
life. Make it your number one priority to 
spend time with Him every day in prayer 
and Bible study, and begin boldly asking 
Him to give you every good thing He’s 
planned for you.

Put your faith in God in every area 
of your life and everything you do, and 
you’ll discover how living by faith really 
is an amazing adventure!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
two-teaching CD series What Is Faith and 
How Does It Work? You can also contact 
us to receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has 
authored more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
AUTHENTICALLY, UNIQUELY YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Sharp increase in COVID-19 

cases in San Luis Valley
At least 329 
active cases 

in SLV
staff rePort

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley saw a steep increase in 
COVID-19 cases over the past week. 
As of Monday afternoon, Jan. 10, 
there were at least 329 known active 
cases in the San Luis Valley, according 
to the SLV public health officials. 
Local COVID-19 hospitalizations 
have also begun to increase again, 
although at a slower pace.

I l lness  i s  a ffec t ing  many 
households, workplaces, childcare 
providers, and schools. Add to that 
the recent flurry of updated guidance, 
and it may feel frustrating and 
overwhelming. If you need support, 
call SLV Behavioral Health Group at 
719-589-3671 or call Colorado Crisis 
Services at 1-844-493-TALK(8255) 
or text TALK to 38255.

The Omicron variant is causing 
a higher number of breakthrough 
cases than previous variants in 
those who have previously had 
COVID-19 illness, and in those who 
have received vaccinations, local 
health officials reported. A layered 
approach to preventing the spread of 
illness is recommended. Three doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine provides the 
highest level of protection against 
the virus.

COVID-19 vaccination guidelines 
have been updated: 

• Those aged 12 and older who 
received 2 doses of Pfizer should 
receive an additional dose after 5 
months. 

• Those who initially received 
2 doses of Moderna should get an 
additional dose after 5 months. 

• Those who received a Johnson 
and Johnson vaccine should get a 
follow up dose of either Pfizer or 
Moderna after 2 months. 

•  T h o s e  w h o  a r e 
immunocompromised and received 
3 doses as part of the initial series 
should get an additional dose after 
5 months. 

• Children ages 5-11 may receive 
an initial two-dose series of the 
Pfizer vaccine. 

COVID-19 vaccines are free 
and available at many locations, 
including healthcare providers, public 
health agencies, and pharmacies. 
Valley-Wide Health Systems offers 
Moderna, Pfizer, and J&J vaccines 
every Friday at the ASU Neilson 
Library parking lot in Alamosa in 
its mobile unit — 10 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. for adults, and 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
for pediatrics. Pediatrics must have 
an appointment. Call 719-587-9610 
to schedule.

Mobile vaccine bus clinics offer 
both flu and COVID-19 vaccines 
to anyone age 5 and up. Walkups 
are accepted, appointments are 
available and encouraged for 
pediatric vaccines at https://www.
mobilevax.us/southwest. Upcoming 
mobile vaccine clinics are scheduled 
as follows: 

• Jan. 15, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Alamosa

• Jan 15-16, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at ASU 
Nielsen Library in Alamosa

• Jan. 17-18, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. at 
Walmart in Alamosa

• Jan. 18, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. at Sanford 
School

• Jan. 19, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Del 
Norte School

Testing 
• Those who need testing prior 

to travel may go to SLV Health 
Regional Medical Center or Conejos 
County Hospital laboratories during 
business weekday hours and ask for 
direct-to- consumer testing. Results 
are usually available within 24 hours. 
There is a charge for this service.

• Free COVID testing is available 
at Convenient Care at 1131 Main St. 
in Alamosa seven days a week from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Advance pre-registration 
is not required, but it may reduce 
your wait time.

• Free COVID-19 testing is 
available at Costilla County Public 
Health, by appointment only, 
Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m., 719-672-3332

• Free COVID-19 testing is 
available to the public through mobile 
clinics on the dates and locations 
listed below. Register when you 
arrive, or register online in advance 
at www.affinityecarecolorado.com. 

• Mondays, 2-6 p.m. at the Blanca 
Fort Garland Community Center

• Tuesdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Rio 
Grande County Social Services, 1015 
6th St. in Del Norte

• Tuesdays, 3:30-6 p.m. at Rainbow 
Grocery in South Fork

• Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. at Chapman Park in Monte Vista

• Wednesdays, 2-6 p.m. at the 
Community Center in Saguache 
(Cancelled this week only)

• Thursdays, 12-4 p.m. at La Jara 
Town Hall

• Thursdays, 9-11 a.m. at Antonito 
Town Hall

County level COVID-19 data, 
vaccination information, and testing 
location information is available at 
www.slvphp.com or by calling 719-
480-8719.

Mineral County 
Search and 

Rescue spent time 
training in winter 

conditions with 
snowmobiles. The 

team is learning 
new skills that will 

help them with 
future calls.

Courtesy photos

Winter emergency 
training underway
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Your Community.
Your Newspaper.

Subscribe today, and 
stay in the local loop.

Get the news
in the new year!!

Stay up-to-date on-the-go 
with an e-subscription

Subscribe Today and Get 12 Months for Only
$45 

In Valley
Seniors $40
Out-of-Valley $55

Snowbirds $50

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Saguache County Road and Bridge is Accepting Bids for the following item.
Trailer with a pintle hitch to Haul rubber tire Paver/ Backhoe 1. Deck length 24 foot 
long, 102 inches OD wide wood rumber inlay, cross members 9 “ on center min. Or 1.½ oak 
rumber inlaid 16” oc or less. 2. BeaverTail - 6 foot wood with rumber inlay with min. 9 inch 
crossmembers 3. Ramps Rear- 7 foot min.. min 3 foot wide plus tapered approach,wood, 
Rumber inlaid ,air operated w/ bolt on legs ,Cross member 9 inches on center min. Self 
contained electric /hydraulic is acceptable , longer ramps are acceptable. 4. Deck Height- 
Less than 37 inches 5. Tie Downs On the Deck- min. every two foot on both sides 1” D 
rings, 6. Tie Downs on Beavertail - min. 1 on each side 1” D rings 7. Brakes - Air , ABS 
2s/1M, Meritor WABO 9 Parking Brakes on all axles 8. Axles - 25000 lb. oil bath, Two 
Axles 9. Suspension - 49” Spread Spring 9700 Hutch 25000 lb. Heavy Duty 3 leaf springs, 
for hutch 9700 10. Tires & Wheels - 235/75R 17.5 J,. 8 Bolt (17.5 x 6.75) outboard Hub 
Pilot 11. Hitch Length - Center of Coupler to Headboard , Appx. 5.3 Feet 12. Hitch Type 
- 3” Adjustable Lunette Eye/ Pintle, (C) 66000 lb Plate Mount 3/4” Bolts 13. Jack- Twin 
2 speed (39000 lb Lift Capacity) 14. Plug - 7 plug Semi 15. Lights - LED lights Sealed 
wiring Harness, Meeting All DOT. regs. 16. Color - Black, DOT. tape installed 17. Tool-
box - Lockable in the Hitch 18. Steps - 3 steps, 1 on the Hitch, one in front of both axles 
on both sides 19. Safety Chains - ½ “ Grade 70 20. GVWR - min. 53,900 lbs. 21. Mud 
Flaps - Behind Rear Tires 22.Spare Tire and wheel - 1 23. Safety headboard on main 
deck - min. 4” 24. Delivered To Saguache Colorado 81149

 Trailer Bid Page 2 Bid Deadline February 3 /2022 At 
4:00pm Sealed Bids TO : Saguache County Board of 
County Commissioner ATT. Wendi Maez PO. Box 100 
Saguache CO. 81149 Bids good for 45 days after Bid 
deadline Company Name __________________________ 
Phone Number______________________________ E Ma
il___________________________________ Price Deliv-
ered__________________________ Date__________________
______________ Signature_____________________________ 
Print Name___________________________ Title ____________
______________________ 

No. 1618 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, January 13 and 20, 2022.

Saguache County Sales Tax Grants now available!

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners will be taking Grant Applications for 
Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, February 14, 2022.

To be eligible grant applications must be for either:  Emergency Services/Public Health 
and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects, or organizations; or Renewable Energy 
projects/Business Opportunities and Job Creation.

Grant applications are available on our website at saguachecounty.colorado.gov - use “sales 
tax grant applicationform5” or you can contact the Saguache County Administration office 
at 719-655-2231 to request a copy of the grant application.
No. 1620 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, January 13, 20 and 27 and 
February 3, 2022.

switched and became a member 
of the Navy’s wrestling team. 
Schuenemann graduated with a 
Bachelor of Science in Economics 
from the Naval Academy in 1999. 
His performance at the Academy 
qualified him for acceptance in 
the Naval Flight School, where he 
ultimately completed training in 
2001.

Scheunemann went on to fly 
helicopters — specifically the 
Navy’s Seahawk helicopters, which 
is the equivalent of the famous 
“Blackhawk” helicopter flown in 
the U.S. Army. 

“A 20-something kid being 
entrusted to fly a $20 million 
helicopter says a lot about Craig 
Scheunemann’s character,” Judge 
Gonzales said.

Scheunemann was deployed 
overseas as a helicopter pilot 
several times, including South 
America where he flew missions 
related to drug interdiction plus an 
eight-month deployment supporting 
combat operations in Iraq.

In 2005, Scheunemann continued 
his service as an active duty Naval 
officer at the Pentagon where he 
served as the military assistant to the 
General Counsel of the Navy. During 
this time, Scheunemann decided to 
go to law school, attending George 
Washington University Law School 

— one of the most prestigious law 
schools in the nation. After three 
years spent working at the Pentagon 
during the day and attending law 
school at night, Scheunemann 
earned his J.D. from GWU in 2008.

After graduating from law school, 
Scheunemann headed west to 
Nevada where he clerked for 
the Honorable Charles Weller in 
Nevada’s Second Judicial District. 
Upon completing his clerkship in 
2009, Scheunemann entered private 
practice working for several law 
firms along Colorado’s Front Range.

“While living in Denver, Judge 
Scheunemann fell in love with the 
outdoors,” Judge Gonzales said, 
“and has spent a decade coming 
to the San Luis Valley. He and his 
family moved to Saguache a year 
ago.”

Gonzales went on to describe 
the “job” of being a judge, which 
involves being patient, open-
minded, compassionate and firm, 
humble and common sense.

“Judge Scheunemann may be new 
but he has a passion for the San Luis 
Valley,” Gonzales said. 

At the podium, Scheunemann, 
who stands a good head taller than 
anyone in proximity, thanked all 
those who had both welcomed and 
supported him. He then spoke of 
“those who have questioned his 

choice” to become a judge. “Why am 
I so excited despite all the skeptics? 
Because Saguache is a special place 
– the people, the geography, the 
environment,” he said, adding that 
everywhere he has gone in Saguache, 
people have reached out to engage 
him in conversation.  

Scheunemann also listed several 
other motivators, the most noteworthy 
being his desire to “return to service” 
and the opportunity to “be part of 
something bigger than himself” that 
he had experienced in earlier years 
in his career. 

“This job has meaning,” he said, 
“and it can be done right…it involves 
action not rhetoric and can impact 
people’s lives and make those lives 
better.”

“County court is the people’s 
court,” Judge Gonzales said. “What 
people experience in county court 
forms their opinion about the 
judicial system. And the people of 
Saguache are in good hands with 
Judge Scheunemann.” 

On behalf of all the judges 
in the 12th Judicial District, 
Judge Gonzales welcomed Judge 
Scheunemann to the bench, stating 
they were pleased to have a person 
of his quality in the 12th district.

JUDGE Continued from Page 1A

Courtesy photo

Opie Jeremiah Casias was born to Adaleyna Casias at 12:10 a.m. on 
Jan. 2, San Luis Valley Health’s first newborn delivery of 2022. He is 
the La Jara native’s fifth son. Pictured is mother with Opie and her 
2-year-old son, Jaxx.

SLVH’s first baby 
of the New Year
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Saguache County – Request for Proposals

Re: Tandem Axle Snowplow Truck
Saguache County is requesting price quotes on a Tandem Axle Snowplow Truck

Bid specifications may be obtained by contacting Joe Gilbert, Asst. Road Supervisor, at the 
Saguache County Road & Bridge 719-655-2554, 719-221-2135 cell.
Copies of the Proposal (inclusive of the specifications checklist and company information 
sheet) must be sent in a sealed envelope with the title and mailed or hand-delivered to: 
Saguache County Board of County Commissioner Wendi Maez - hand delivered to 505 
3rd Street or mailed to PO Box 100 Saguache, CO 81149. 719-655-2231, * BIDS ARE DO 
02/03/ 2022 By 4:00 PM 
Awarding of this bid is not based solely upon low quote price, but on an overall service, 
quality and “best value’ to the county in accordance with the Saguache County Purchasing 
Manual. Saguache County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, as deemed 
in the best interest of the county.
Specifications for: Tandem Axle Snowplow Truck
The following conventional non-sleeper cab/chassis will be bid (no exceptions). Check the 
model you will be bidding: __x___ International HX, __x___ Kenworth T800, 
___x__ Western Star 49X
Check If Specifications Can Be Met – please put a checkmark on any line before all num-
bers below, if you can meet or exceed the listed requirements. (*note – exceptions and 
variations to the specifications of “Equal to or Better than” quality may be considered and 
may be listed in the table provided on the Company Information Page.)
Engine
1. ____x_Cummins X15 or Detroit DD15 (Front Engine Power Take Off) 
2. ____x 1850 Foot Pounds Torque (minimum)
3. ____x_ Turbocharged, no exceptions
4. ____x_ Engine must meet latest EPA regulations
5. ___x__ HP (horsepower) being bid 510 -565
6. ___x__ Torque being bid 1850
7. __x___ Engine Manufacturer Cummins X15, Detroit DD 15
8. ___x__ Engine Compression Brake Factory
9. __x___ Cruise Control Electronic
10. __x___ Fuel Filter Primary and secondary fuel with Davco Heated water Seperator
11. __x___ DPF Filter With initiate on demand switch
12. ___x__ DPF Filter Located on the right side under the cab between frame and 

steep
13. __x___ Air Cleaner Outside/inside hood air intake for snow, in -cab restriction 

monitor
14. __x___ Lubrication System Full flow with spin on filters
15. __x___ Exhaust Systems 6” verical exhaust pipe and muffler cab mounted with 

turnout
16. ___x__ Cooling System
17. ___x__ Block Heater
18. __x___ Transmission Fuller RTLO – 18918B 18 Speed UltraShift Plus
19. ___x__ Power Steering 20,000 # capacity, four -quart power steering reservoir, 

dual gear and power steering cooler
20. __x___ Steering Column Adjustable tilt, telescope
21. __x___ Electrical System 12 volt with four (3) low maintenance 2800 cold crank 

batteries, battery box  shall be complete enclosure front, side ,bottom with steel 
cover, battery disconnect

22. _x___Electric Circuit Protection 12 volt automatic self- reset circuit braker in 
main dash power distribution box

23. ____x_ Diagnostic Tool Software for trouble shooting and interpreting codes
24. __x___ Alternator Software for trouble shooting and interpreting codes
25. ___x __ Windshield 1-piece tinted curved gasket mounted  heated windshield
26. __x___ Windshield Wipers 2-speed electric moto with intermittent feature
27. __x___ Gauge Instrumentation Transmission oil, primary and secondary air pres-

sure gauges, speedometer , engine tack, hour meter, turbo temp, water temp, oil 
pressure and fuel level, Both diff. temps.  ( all gauges graduated type)

28. _x____ Dash Mounted Switches Four dash -mounted switches to be mounted at 
factory for use with work lights and miscellaneous attachments (no exceptions)

29. ___x__ Horns Dual  electric and air (2) two -cabmounted air horns
30. __x___ Brakes ABS self- adjusting, full air “s” cam type, rear brakes to include 

four (4) spring-loaded 30/30 air chambers, spring parking brake ( all brake drums 
to be outboard)

31. __x___ Hub Pilot Front bearings oil bath
32. __x___ Brake Chamber Location Chambers on rear most carrier/axle shall be 

mounted on the top or front side or rear axle carrier to permit dumping into hoppers 
on lay-down machines and chip spreaders

33. __x___ Air System 18.7 C.F.M. compressor min. ,  Wabco  Heated dryer, automat-
ic  Wabco drain valve heated

34. ___x__ Front Axle Set back 20,000 # w shock absorbers, multileaf suspension
35. ____x_ Rear Axle 46,000 # capacity to include two magnetic drain plugs, power 

divider lock/lockout with in cab control and lube pump, (filled synthetic oil) full 
locking front/rear carries with individual front and rear switches

36. __x__Rear Axle Ratio Geared for city or highway use with top speed 75 MPH  
4.11 gear ratio

37. ___x__ Rear Axle Suspension 46,000lb capacity Hendrickson haul max, Tuf Trac 
or Chalmers suspension with 54” axle suspension spacing with four (4) heavy duty 
shocks

38. ___x__ Frame Heat treated alloy steel, clean frame left and right side from back of 
cab to rear axle , 4,800,000 RBM minimum from front of 12” parent front frame 
extension to rear of frame rails

39. ___x__ Wheelbase Approximately 212”.
40. ___x Cab Suspension Dual frame mounted air suspension system
41. ___x__ Cab passenger daylight doors  conventioal cab with stainless exterior sun 

visor
42. __x___ Steering Wheel 18” diameter
43. __x___ Seats Driver seat to be air-ride, high back with lumbar support and upper 

backrest, dual armrests, passenger seat to be mid back, both cloth upholstery
44. __x___ Air Conditioning Factory installed
45. ___x__ Radio am/fm, axillary input, with speakers and antenna and Hands free 

and prep kit for auxiliary CB radio w mirror mounted antennas.  UHF/VHF har-
ness

46. ___x__ Radio Brackets additional bracket/base for cb and county radio
47. ___x__ Mirrors heated west coast bright finish, full view , door mounted motor-

ized both sides and convex mirrors
48. ___x __ Tires and Wheels steel wheels w 315/80R22.5 Michelin XZU S2 20 ply, 

load range L, radial front tires. Steel wheel w 11R24.5 Michelin XDs2 16ply, load 
rating H, traction rear tires. All tires to be tubeless Hub pioletd

49. _x____ Front Bumper Heavy duty chrome plated/or powder coated with two  (2) 
tow hooks

50. _x____ Rear Tow Hooks Two (2) mounted to the frame
51. _x____ Tilt Hood Front tilting fiberglass, heavy duty tilt w closing  mechanism.
52. _x____ Fuel Tank side step mount , non polished aluminum driver side, 100 gallon 

capacity
53. _x____ Lights No day time running lights, led to meet DOT. specs
54. x_____ Trailer Towing Pintle hitch with air and electric to rear of chassis  and 

hydraulic  lines (2) to run pup
55. __x___ Paint Exterior color White with base coat/clear coat and black frame single 

stage
56. _x____ Manuals Operator manual , shop repair maul, parts manual, and electric 

system manual in paper form or electronic manual,  provisions for engine opera-
tion software for engine diagnostic Can you provide   yes or no

57. _x____ Warranty Vendor shall provide price on extended  warranty . Engine , 
emission, clutch, transmission and rear carries for 5 years and 200,000 miles. 
Please provide detailed warranty information and optional pricing

58. _x____ Hitch Pintle hook 24”  off ground.   Bottom  of hitch plate 16” – 19” , 
66000 lb pintle

59.  _dump box 14ft steel, 1/4” Tailgate, 1/4” Floor, and 3/16” Sides, Double acting 
high- lift tailgate, spreader chains, body props, air latch tailgate, ¼ cab shield, trap 
arm brackets 8” spreader apron, hoist/ cylinder, tarp, steel side boards, pintle hook, 
Plate ,glade hands, electric plug, vibrator

60.  x_____ Bids good for 45 days  after final BID date
61.  _x____Hydraulics hydraulics  ran for front plow (lift, .and turn), rear v box sand-

er. (2) lines to run pup. Manual levers to run those functions. Hydraulics will be 
Force and have options for plow and sander controls.to run pup trailer will need 
hydraulic  diverter, hoses, and cab controls. Sloping tail gate to keep Material off 
Hitch ect.

62.  x_____ Note plow and V box sander will not be added at this time.
No. 1619 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, January 13 adn 20, 2022.

By Morgan young 
Each year, we spend so much time 

wondering what my New Year’s 
resolution will be. Will It be losing 
weight? Or maybe cleaning the 
house more often? Instead o f 
picking a resolution 
that is hard to follow 
through on, create 
a  r e s o l u t i o n 
t o  b e c o m e  a 
part of a caring 
and  suppor t ive 
community for 
youth!  

4 - H  i s  a 
n a t i o n a l l y 
recognized non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on youth development. From 
cooking and sewing to welding and 
woodwork there is something for all 
youth. In fact, you could consider it 
an Opportunity4All. The San Luis 
Valley has 13 4-H clubs located 
throughout the whole valley. We 
offer over 30 different projects for 
youth. However, the success of this 
program depends on our volunteers. 
A volunteer’s skills and mentorship 
are the heartbeat of our program. 
Volunteers guide 4-H members 
in becoming productive citizens, 
outs tanding  communica tors , 
effective leaders and successful 
learners. 

So, what do volunteers in the 
4-H program do? Volunteers offer 
the nurturing, vision, commitment, 
skills, creativity, dedication, and 
wisdom that can significantly 
impact the development of young 

Need a New Year’s resolution? 
Be a 4-H volunteer

people. 4-H volunteers help 4-H 
members to learn by doing, develop 
leadership and life skills, make new 
friends, give back to the community 
and build connections with others. 
Our 4-H members learn with 

hands-on immersive 
programming. We 

h a v e  l e a r n i n g 
curriculum books 
that 4-H members 

have for reference 
for each of their 
pro jec t s .  Your 
mentorship allows 
those members to 

have a local expert 
in their corner to teach 

them the ropes and to 
help the members develop 

life skills to help them succeed 
in the future. Giving back to our 
program is a cornerstone of our 
program. Through community 
service activities our members 
learn the value of their community 
and nation.  

There are three different levels 
of volunteerism throughout our 
4-H program. An afterschool 
or school enrichment volunteer 
teaches 4-H curriculum, such as 
gardening, science or arts and crafts, 
to an Afterschool group or school 
class(es). An organizational leader 
leads a community club. In this role, 
you do not need to be experienced 
in any project or skill you will lead 
a club on learning parliamentary 
procedure, community service 
activities, and encouraging youth 
leadership. In a project leader role, 

you will create an environment that 
focuses on one or more of our many 
projects. We will consider you the 
source of knowledge for that project 
area. Most likely you will do one 
on one or group classes to work 
on specific skills that the project 
requires. Specific project areas that 
we are looking for volunteers in 
are; Leathercraft, Sewing/Clothing 
Cons t ruc t ion ,  Pho tog raphy, 
Robotics, Gardening, Scrapbooking, 
Cooking, Ceramics, Welding, 
Woodworking, Sportfishing, and 
Vet Science. If there is a project or 
area of interest that you would like 
to mentor that is not listed, please 
call our office we still have a place 
for you.  

Volunteering for the San Luis 
Valley 4-H program is quite simple. 
You can enroll as a volunteer on 
v2.4Honline.com. From there, the 
4-H Agent, Morgan Young will 
contact you for three references. 
Once references are contacted, 
a soft background check will be 
completed. Then you will work one 
on one with Young to go through 
a 1-hour training. After that, you 
are good to go! Call our office at 
719-852-7381, for any questions 
you may have in becoming a 4-H 
volunteer. 

If you are interested in your child 
joining 4-H as a club member, 
call our office at 719-852-7381. 
Extension programs are available 
to all without discrimination. 

Morgan Young is Colorado State 
University 4-H Youth Development 
Extension Agent.
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By John J. raWinski

A recently published article 
in Colorado Birds magazine has 
assessed the amounts of bird 
mortality from the 2020 September 
snowstorm that blanketed the San 
Luis Valley. In the article titled “An 
Assessment of the Bird Mortality 
from the 2020 Summer Snowstorm 
in the San Luis Valley, Colorado” it 
is estimated that more than 100,000 
birds likely died in the freakish 
summer snowstorm.

Local field ornithologist and 
author John J. Rawinski of Monte 
Vista conducted the research based 
on information obtained from 
volunteer birders within a five-
county area including Alamosa, 
Conejos, Costilla, Rio Grande and 
Saguache counties. 

On Sept. 8-9, 2020, an abnormally 
cold snowstorm descended on the 
San Luis Valley covering most of the 
Valley with deep snow and freezing 
temperatures. Alamosa reported 
15 inches of snow in this strange 
summer snowstorm. Temperatures 
plummeted from 87 F. to 27 F. the 
next day. The cold temperatures 
persisted for additional days, 
keeping the snow present and deep 
upon the ground.

The calendar season said summer, 
the bird season said fall, and the 
storm looked much like winter. 
The drastic changes in weather 
conditions had direct impacts 
on both migratory and resident 
songbirds that resulted in scores of 
bird deaths.

Rawinski surveyed numerous 
birders in the San Luis Valley, and 
they provided data on the numbers 
and kinds of birds they saw deceased 
on their property. Bird data were 
then extrapolated to the number 
of rural residences in the San Luis 
Valley. Bird mortality was estimated 
to be in the hundreds of thousands. 
Those rural residences acted like 
beacons in a storm and drew birds 
desperately looking for shelter. The 
mortality is a conservative estimate 
since no urban areas were surveyed, 
and it is likely birds died within 
towns as well. 

Insect-eating birds suffered 
the greatest losses, comprising 
93 percent of all the documented 
mortality — warblers, bluebirds, 
thrushes, flycatchers and swallows. 
The deep snow and cold effectively 
shut down insect activity, leaving 
the birds in a desperate situation. 
Seed-eating birds also had less 
available food and suffered to a 
lesser extent. 

Many of the respondents reported 
seeing birds in torpor. Torpor is 
defined as a state of inactivity 
in birds that is brought about by 
physiological changes such as 
lowering heart rate, breathing 
rate, metabolism and a reduced 
response to external stimulation. 
Cold temperatures or lack of food 
seem to be contributory factors. 
In their weakened condition, birds 
were unafraid and could be easily 
approached. 

It is believed that the deep 
snow and cold made food sources 
unavailable, and birds went into 
torpor to maintain dwindling 
energy. The snow on the ground 
lasted for a few days, and this was 
a circumstance from which they 
could not recover. 

Another source of bird mortality 
from the snowstorm was that large 
numbers of birds perished as a direct 
result of highway collisions. The 
deep snow effectively cut off food 
sources for birds, so they were forced 

  Summer snowstorm in 2020 results in widespread bird deaths

to gather along plowed roadsides 
where plants and seeds were exposed 
along the highway edges. 

When vehicles passed by, the 
birds would flush, and collisions 
resulted. It is estimated that more 
than 11,000 birds perished along 
the roadsides alone in the five-
county area. Collision mortality 
was not limited to insect-eating 
birds and now included a wide 
variety of species such as Green-
tailed Towhee, Vesper Sparrow, 
Mountain Bluebird, Wilson’s 
Warbler, American Robin, and 
Hermit Thrush.

Wilson’s Warbler suffered tremendous 
mortality from the snowstorm. This 
bird was lucky enough to find a spider 
at the water’s edge. 

Photos by John J. Rawinski

Mountain Bluebirds had a difficult time in the storm. Many succumbed 
to the cold and snowy conditions. 

A Wilson’s Warbler was one species 
heavily affected by the snowstorm. 
Here a bird is shown in torpor, and 
is easily approached. 

Responden ts  observed  no 
significant dead birds in their 
locations in weeks prior to the 
summer  snowstorm.  I t  was 
concluded that any pre-existing 
conditions from wildfire smoke, 
migration fatigue or drought was 
not directly resulting in massive 
bird die-offs in the San Luis Valley. 

However, based on this research, 
it is believed that the abnormal 
summer snowstorm had direct, 
primary, and acute impacts causing 
massive bird mortality in the San 
Luis Valley region, Colorado. Birds 
likely starved to death from lack 

of food and in combination with 
extremely cold temperatures, were 
unable to sustain their metabolism. 

Did the storm affect local bird 
populations the following year? In 
general, the spring migration 2021 
in the San Luis Valley had fewer 
overall bird numbers and this trend 

was apparent in many parts of 
Colorado based on broader chatroom 
dialogues. Local surveys near Mosca 
showed bluebird numbers to be much 
lower in 2021 than in prior years. 
The full paper is available through 
Colorado Birds magazine or by 
contacting the author. 
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“Gateway to the San Juans”

Gateway to the Silver Thread

1892 - 2020 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’
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Adams State students pick up their diplomas and cross the stage in the 
historic Richardson Hall Auditorium. 

ASU graduates will 
continue their journeys 

well prepared
staff rePort

ALAMOSA — Armando Valdez 
exuded positive energy and shared 
encouraging advice at the Adams 
State University Fall Commence-
ment Ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 
18.

“Today’s cheer is for you, your 
hard-work, your leadership, and 
your followership in your journey of 
learning, growth, enhancement and 
refinement,” Valdez said.

Assistant Professor of Market-
ing Valdez capped his tenure at the 
University as the commencement 
speaker before continuing his profes-
sional career as the State Director 
of the United States Department of 
Agriculture-Rural Development for 
Colorado. He spoke to the students 
about their responsibilities to share 
their new skills and knowledge to 
support family and community.

“Part of your responsibilities are 
to be ambassadors to the world on 
behalf of Adams State University,” 
Valdez said. “Take this as additional 
confidence in your talents, skill sets, 
ideas, creative approaches, logical 
and analytical evaluations, and your 
ability to help others and cultivate 
relationships.”  

Valdez spoke from his background 
in business and as a farm and ranch 
owner encouraged the Class of 2021 
to be strategic, conceptual, and en-
trepreneurial.

“Being entrepreneurial is not 
exclusive to business functions,” he 
said. “It is about idea implementa-

tion. Be creative, develop ideas and 
work on action plans to put your 
ideas into tangible outcomes which 
benefit you and others. It is okay to be 
a dreamer. Dreamers offer progress 
and lead to the evolution of our col-
lective success. We all need creative 
dreaming, but find ways to make 
your dreams a reality. Focus on big 
dreams, and big ambitions…it is your 
pursuit and ambition that matters.”

He sent the newest Adams State 
graduates off to continue their ex-
citing journey, “which will lead to 
fulfillment and contribution.”

Welcoming the graduating class 

San Luis Valley native Armando Val-
dez was the Adams State Fall 2021 
Commencement Ceremony speaker.

Please see ASU on Page 2

By lyndsie ferrell 
CREEDE — With 2022 just 

around the corner, now is the time 
to mark the calendars and make 
plans to attend the 15th annual 
Golden Pick Hockey Tournament 
in Creede. Now that the weather 
has finally decided to bring winter 
to the small mountain town, the 
Silver Ice Ponds are being pre-
pared for the coming event and 
open to everyone who wants to ice 
skate for free.  

Tommyknocker Tavern in part-
nership with Kip’s Grill will be 
hosting the annual Golden Pick 
Hockey Tournament at Silver Ice 
Park underneath the steep caldera 
cliffs of Creede. The tournament is 
set for Jan. 15 and 16 with teams 
coming in from all over southwest-
ern Colorado. Some parts of the 
event will be subject to state and 
local COVID guidelines.  

The event began years ago with 
two business owners from the 
Creede area wanting to have some 
friendly fun among residents dur-
ing the slow winter months and has 
turned into one of the largest pond 

Golden Pick Ice Hockey 
Tournament Jan. 15-16

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

The 15th annual Creede Golden Pick Hockey Tournament is set to hit 
the ice on Jan. 15 and 16.

hockey tournaments in southwest-
ern Colorado. Tommyknocker Tav-
ern and Kip’s Grill came together 
with a few people at the beginning 
and allowed it to grow into a full-on 
hockey event.

Several years ago, while visiting 
a neighboring bar that Kip Nagy, 

owner of Kip’s Grill, happened to 
come across a friend that owned a 
production company called Pride 
of Gypsies. After hearing about 
the picturesque Creede scenery, 
the company decided to come and 
film a series of commercials for 

Please see PICK on Page 3

suBMitted artiCle

SAGUACHE — Mountain Valley School students 
— also known as “The Travelers” are fundraising for 
a trip to Germany, France and Switzerland in March 
of 2023.

Twenty percent of MVS students have committed 
to the “Adventure Awaits” trip. To cover the cost, 
The Travelers need to raise $75,000.

The Mountain Valley School District in 
Saguache has the third-highest child-
hood poverty rate in the state. Due to 
the limited resources and financial 
stability of many of the families 
in the district, opportunities for 
students are limited, organizers 
stated. They have raised about 
$13,000. 

“We know none of this would be pos-
sible without the support of all of our generous donors 
and fundraising efforts,” MVS officials stated. “There 
was a lot of wood to stack and leaves to rake around 
Saguache, and the bake sale was a huge success, too.”

The Travelers have several fundraisers scheduled for 
the start of 2022. They will be hosting a free community 
dinner on Jan. 5 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Mountain 
Valley School. 

“We will be playing Bully Prevention Bingo and 

giving away prizes from local businesses and other 
donated items,” organizers stated. Masks are currently 

a requirement at MVS until Jan. 18.
The Travelers will also be 
hosting a 4-on-4 volleyball 

tournament on 
Jan. 15 starting at 10 

a.m. Call 719-221-9942, 
to register a team, $40 
per team. Must be 18 and 
older to play. First place 

will receive a movie and 
pizza from The Village Pub 

and Cozy Castle Cinema in Sa-
guache. Second place will win a soak 

pass from Joyful Journey Hot Springs.
While in Europe, students will explore the Notre 

Dame Cathedral, Arc De Triomphe, Eiffel Tower, 
Louvre in France, ride the TGV train to Switzerland 

to explore Lucerne and eat authentic Swiss Fondue 
during an evening full of Swiss traditions in the form 
of yodeling, and folk dances. 

They will finish the trip with a stop in Germany to 
learn more about the Dachau Concentration Camp and 
tour the Olympic Stadium. 

Monetary donations can be mailed to Mountain Val-

MVS students raising funds 
for trip to Europe in 2023

Please see EUROPE on Page 3
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$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“Wow that 
was a great 

calzone!”
~ Virginia N., Google Reviews 

NEW PIZZA OPTION
Caramelized Cheese Crust DETROIT Style Pizza

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Try Our New Mountain Puffs! {
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 1/31/2022.

and guests, Adams State President 
Cheryl D. Lovell remarked on the 
significance of ending the 100-year 
anniversary of the University in 
Richardson Hall Auditorium.

“The very foundation of Adams 
State began in this one building, 
named in honor of the first president, 
Ira Richardson,” Lovell said.

The intimate space filled with 
cheers as students crossed the stage 
to receive their diploma.

Among them, Mathew Burcin, 
molecular and cellular biology ma-
jor, delivered the class message. An 
Eagle Scout, Burcin graduated with 
highest honors in three-and-a-half 
years. He compared a tough climb 
up Mt. Whitney, the tallest mountain 
in the continental United States, with 
his academic journey at Adams State.

“Now my story of climbing Whit-
ney serves to represent our academic 
story, you all get to hike to the top 
with me,” Burcin said. During his 
analogy, he recalled getting closer 
to the top.

“…We can see where we began 
but that mountain top is still quite a 
distance away. The semester is com-
ing to a close and we make the final 
push up the mountain, see the top, 
touch it, and let out a sign of relief,” 
Burcin said.

Burcin inspired the audience to 
continue their great story.

“…Every moment you wanted to 

quit, you ignored, kept hiking and 
accomplished an incredible feat,” 
he said. “You learned a lot, matured, 
and now have the skills to conquer 
the next mountains you face... As our 
time here at Adams State University 
comes to an end, many more and 
greater mountains are to come. But 
we are prepared now, we have the 
tools for success. All our hardships 
and challenges strengthened us. We 
are certified mountaineers.”

Few noticed the near-freezing tem-
peratures as they gathered after 
the commencement ceremony on 
the front lawn of Richardson Hall 
to reunite with flowers, hugs and 
smiles for the class of 2021.

ASU Continued from Page 1

Photos by Linda Relyea

Mathew Burcin, 2021 cellular and 
molecular biology major, aptly 
surmised a hike up Mt. Whitney 
with the journey from incoming 
freshmen to graduating seniors.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Carhartt. After filming was com-
pleted, a shed that was built for prop 
purposes was donated by Carhartt to 
be used as the warming hut during 
the hockey tournament. The shed 
now has a permanent home next to 
the lower pond.

In the years since, the ponds 
above town have gone from mere 
recreational ponds to becoming a 
designated city park, suitably named 
for Creede’s unique mining history as 
Silver Ice Park. The City of Creede 
adopted the ponds during a series of 
meetings in 2015 and helped with 
funding that purchased several lights 
that now line the outer edges of the 
ponds to allow for late-night skating. 

The ponds are lined with burn 

barrels to keep players warm and 
bleachers for fans to come and enjoy 
the two days of friendly hockey fun. 
The ponds are located at 8,900 feet 
elevation which adds an additional 
challenge to the tournament and 
its players. The views surrounding 
the rinks add an incentive to those 
who travel to take part in the hockey 
tournament.  

The tournament consists of two 
levels of competition and is set to 
ensure that each participating team 
gets to play at least one playoff game. 
The tournament is a round-robin 
format with three-on-three team play. 
Registration is now open. Visit www.
creedepondhockey.wordpress.com, 
to sign up.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

PICK Continued from Page 1

ley School, Adventure Awaits, 403 
Pitkin Ave., Saguache, CO 81149. 

Upcoming Fundraisers 
• Jan. 18 — Beekeeping Class 

taught by Joel Johnson at MVS. Cost 
by donation 

• Feb. 2 — Free Community Din-
ner Spaghetti, 5-7 p.m. at MVS.

• Feb. 11 — Talent Show and 
Silent Auction. Be sure to sign up 
to share your talent. 530 p.m. Silent 
Auction; 6 p.m. Talent Show. Con-
cessions will be available.

Trip organizers thanked the fol-
lowing businesses and individu-

als for their support: The Village 
Pub, Pizza, and Spiritz; SJ Cole-
man Enterprises; Salida Mountain 
Sports; Arby’s of Alamosa; Ihop of 
Alamosa; Sand Dunes Recreations; 
Northern Saguache County Public 
Library; The American Legion 
Garcia Post; Saguache Town Mar-
ket; SLV REC Electric/Ciello; The 
Reeds at Cattails; Big Valley Hobby 
Town; Gunni Lash Lounge; the Har-
risons; the Luijits; the Olivers; the 
Garouttes; the Woorelys; the Leach-
mans; the Garcias; the Grosses; and 
the Henriksons.

EUROPE Continued from Page 1

staff rePort 
ALAMOSA — About 80 students 

and their teachers from the North 
Conejos School District conducted 
research on Dec. 1, as they prepared 
for National History Day competitions 
at the Adams State University Nielsen 
Library. 

This was the first time since Fall 
2019 the library had hosted an on-site 
visit, where students worked with print 
and other tangible collections to further 
their research, according to Library 
Director Jeffrey Bullington. 

The students were very respectful 
of the university masking policy, and 
“did a great job of cleaning up as they 
left. They put chairs back in place 
everywhere and they brought books 

to the carts so we could get them back 
to their proper places” among other 
things, Bullington said. 

Bullington credited Donna Mae 
Keyes and her colleagues from North 
Conejos schools for helping students 
prepare for their site visit, working 
with them on-site, and keeping them 
focused and engaged. 

Bullington also thanked library staff, 
including Mary Walsh, who helped stu-
dents access materials in Special Col-
lections and Archives and supported 
students the entire time, providing 
directional support and additional re-
search. Amanda Langdon also helped 
guide and support students.  Melissa 
Tuioti-Mariner and her circulation stu-
dents gathered, sorted, and re-shelved 

the materials students used. 
The visit was similar to what the 

library had done pre-COVID when 
teachers in area school districts would 
contact Nielsen Library to schedule 
similar visits, Bullington said. The li-
brary also had traditionally coordinated 
with the State History Day Office for 
teacher education workshops as well as 
student research visits. Those activities 
stopped because of COVID, according 
to Bullington, but he wants the library 
and partners to build them back up. 

“Debate and Diplomacy in History: 
Successes, Failures, Consequences” is 
the 2022 theme for National History 
Day. Bullington is looking forward 
to serving as a judge at the regional 
competition on Jan. 29, 2022.

Nielsen Library helps North Conejos 
students research history at ASU

Adams State Applied Sport Psychology Program in Top 20
ALAMOSA – Recent events in-

volving top-level, world-class athletes, 
such as Simone Biles and Naomi 
Osaka, withdrawing from competi-
tions, have brought attention to the 
issue of mental health and performance 
in athletes, and Adams State University 
seems well equipped to take on that 
issue, as the school’s online Master 
of Science degree in Applied Sport 
Psychology program recently earned 
designation as one of Sports Degrees 
Online’s “Best 20 Sport Psychology 
Master’s Programs for 2022,” coming 
in at #18. 

Sports Degree Online is a website 

with the intention of helping “the thou-
sands of passionate athletes who didn’t 
make it to the top tier,” pursue careers 
in areas like injury recovery, strength 
and conditioning, or sports analytics, 
according to their “about us” page.

Adams State’s degree is an “intrigu-
ing option,” according to Dr. Matthew 
Jones, assistant professor at Southern 
Illinois Univ. Evansville, who re-
viewed the programs. The program 
benefits from its connections to the 
Adams State’s kinesiology department, 
which also offers coaching, exercise 
science, and sport administration 
master’s programs, according to Jones.  

The applied sport psychology cur-
riculum also offers an impressive 
number of Association for Applied 
Sport Psychology qualifying courses, 
making the process of becoming a Cer-
tified Mental Performance Consultant 
“very straightforward,” Jones wrote. 
Students also have the choice to take 
courses related to coaching or sports 

administration.
“This current ranking as a top 

program, paired with Adams State’s 
recent rankings as the No. 1 most 
affordable sport psychology program 
the last couple of years, demonstrates 
the quality and affordability of the 
program” according to Brian Zuleger 
Ph.D., CMPC, associate professor 

of sport psychology and graduate 
program coordinator for applied sport 
psychology in Adams State’s School 
of Kinesiology and Health Sciences. 

The website based the ratings on 
factors such as program flexibility, 
internship opportunities, AASP prepa-
ration, and financial aid availability. 
according to Jones. 
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

05 Notices
If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and religion; 
contact BahaiFaithFriends@gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual  conver-
sation, second Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m.(01/05)

For information on meetings 
for ALANON NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS AND ALCO-
HOLICS ANONYMOUS Please 
visit slvaa.org or call 719-937-
5083.

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted 
The Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for Full-Time Dispatch/Jailer. 
Applicants must be 21 years old 
and have a high school educa-
tion or GED. Applicants must be 

proficient in computers, be able to 
multi-task, a problem solver and 
requires working with county Jail 
Inmates. Applications must pass a 
criminal background check as well 
as a drug Test. Applications may be 
picked up at the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office located at 530 5th 
St., Saguache, CO. Phone 719-655-
2544. The Sagauche County Sher-
iff’s Office is an equal opportunity 
employer. Positions are open until 
filled. (1/19)
Driveline is Hiring in our area. 
For more Information visit  www.
drivelineretail/careers.com 
(01/05)

Center for Restorative Programs 
seeks: Intensive Wraparound 
Case Managers (IWCM) will be 
responsible for providing special-
ized case management/wrap-
around services and supports; 
working closely with community 
partners such as criminal justice 
systems, law enforcement, behav-
ioral health, medical, housing, 
human services, schools and 
workforce development. Ability 

to work independently, strong 
organizational skills, establish 
strong supportive wraparound 
service plans and help navigate 
systems. Successful candidates 
will have experience providing 
wraparound services, intensive 
case management, advocating 
and working with adults with 
substance use and/or mental health 
disorders, homeless population, 
recovery support, collaborate with 

community partners and families.  
Must be willing to travel, work some 
nights and weekends. Applicants 
need at least 3 years relevant 
experience, Spanish speaking a 
plus.  Email resume and cover letter 
to carey@restorativeprograms.org. 
Position open until filled. CRP is a 
EOE.(01/05)

LAKE CITY WINTER HOUSE-
KEEPER The Matterhorn Mo-
tel in Lake City seeks a Winter 

Housekeeper. Includes housing. 
Cleaning, shoveling, minor repairs, 
errands, customer service. January 
thru Mid June. Potential for year 
round. Non smoking property.  Call 
970-944-2210 or email Info@Mat-
terhornMotel.com 

12 Houses for Rent
Cozy remodeled 1-Bedroom 
House in Monte Vista on Dennis 
Street. $575.00 Per month +$575 
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Valley Wide Classifieds
Deposit. NO PETS Call 719-580-
5400 (01/05)

3Br/1Ba home for rent in Monte 
Vista, CO. Includes carport, W/D, 
and dining room. Ideal central lo-
cation. Pets okay upon approval. 
$900.00 month rent, $900.00 de-
posit. $15.00 Application fee. 
TPAU Eilers-719-992-4892. Back-
ground checks required. Available 
January 1st, 2022. 01/05

32 Fuel & Heating
For Sale-18x23x25 Black Wood 
Burining Stove Heavy Duty. $600 
Call 727-315-3323. 01/06

Firewood for sale $180.00 per 
cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call 
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. (3/22)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Looking for Duells and Hubs for 
a 46-50 John Deer Tractor. 18.4 
x 42. Please call 719-588-9521 
(01/05) 

For Sale: Land in Zapata, a 5th 
Wheel Hitch and a Free Standing 
Tool Box. Please call 719-937-
3850 for more information. (01/06)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719)852-0500 (01/05 )

STEEL STORAGE CON-
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are water 

& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (03/22TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER. We Stock 
Inverters, Charge Controllers and 
Batteries in Brand Names of Out-
back, Magnum, Rolls, More. We 
Also Carry Cable and PV Wire. 
Thank you for Buying At Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 
3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 
(TFN) (01/05))

38 Machinery, Tools, 

and Equipment
BLOWOUT SALE! 2-3/8” oil 
field pipe $55 per joint while 
suppliE:s last. Quantity discounts. 
719-849-8261 (01/12))

42 Feed & Seed
Triticale hay for sale 3x4 bales call 
719-588-9497 (01/12)

Hay for sale, big bales alfalfa/grass 
mix, no rain. $160/ton, Call/text 
Marie 719/850-2242

48 Pets & Supplies
Special Offer: Angora Rabbits 
3-Yearlings, 2 Weened and house 
broke, 3 months old 719-873-5457. 
Please leave name and number. 
(01/12)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK AND UNWANTED VE-
HICLES We pickup, no title ok. 

719-937-7935. 719-849-8491(TFN 
3/1)

64 Autos for Sale
For Sale: 1999 Ford F-250 Super-
Duty 4x4 7.3 Diesel. $6,750.00  
Call 405-250-4508 or 719-657-
1136. (01/05)

65 Professional 

Services
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(03/01)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. (12/01/2021 
TFN

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.
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San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Bluestone
Contracting
281-229-1439

Staining/Painting

Justin Blackmon
Owner

Del Norte, Colorado
South Fork, Colorado

justinblackmon62@gmail.com

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Open Mon-Fri 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.229-C Adams St. • Monte Vista

THE COMM SHACK
Communications Shack, LLC

Specializing in CB, Ham, 
GMRS, Scanners & Shortwave 

Radios and Cell Phones.

Locally Sourced
Gifts & Souvenirs
719-239-1811 • CommunicationsShack.com

New Year
New Items
New Sale!

By lyndsie ferrell 
DEL NORTE — Rio Grande 

Hospital recently announced it was 
launching a new program that will 
help people earn a Medical Assistant 
license.

The program is expected to last 
six weeks and offer training and 
certification for people looking to 
gain their Medical Assistant license. 
The course will include medical 
billing coding, clerical training with 
practitioners and certification at the 
end of the course.  

“Rio Grande Hospital is in the 
same boat as a lot of the medical 
field. It has been difficult to obtain 
applicants and to keep employees 
throughout the last several years and 
more so in the most recent years. 
This was a chance to try to maintain 
interest in the medical field and offer 
a full-time position as well as to be 
paid while attending school. It is a 
great opportunity, and we are excited 
to see how it goes,” said RGH rep-
resentative and program coordinator 
Jannelle Gallegos. 

According to Gallegos, “The 
Certified Medical Assistant Trainee 
Program is a hands-on, six-week 
on-the-job training program that 
prepares students to take the Certified 
Clinical Medical Assistant (CCMA) 
exam through the National Health-
career Association. Trainees will be 
hired by Rio Grande Hospital while 

Rio Grande Hospital launches new MA program
completing their Medical Assistant 
training through self-driven online 
courses offered by US Career In-
stitute.” 

Once the program begins, students 
will have a year to complete their 
clinicals and will work alongside 
Medical Assistants in the field to 
complete on-the-job requirements 
needed for certification.

“After Medical Assistants com-
plete the course, we will give them 
a 24-month contract and a full-time 
position with a practitioner. We hope 

this will encourage some to continue 
school or stay on with us after the 
contract is complete,” Gallegos said. 

Medical Assistants help with a 
wide range of daily duties in the 
hospital and surrounding clinics 
throughout the Valley. Often referred 
to as MAs they help check in and out 
patients, take temperature, weight 
and complete EKGs for their prac-
titioners as well as administer shots 
and take samples.

“Honestly they can do pretty much 
everything as a nurse does besides 

the more complicated medical pro-
cedures and they help with clerical 
duties around the office, including 
medical billing and insurance,” con-
tinued Gallegos. 

This will be phase one of the 
program, and the hospital hopes to 
add more programs similar to this. 
Gallegos said the hospital is currently 
working out details with Trinidad 
State Junior College to launch a 
potential CAN program that would 
also include paid positions and on-
the-job training.  

Students who participate will be 
required to complete 40-hour work-
weeks with the program which will 
most likely be broken down into 
classes and then on-the-job training 
according to Gallegos.

“The first of the week will be 
dedicated to classes and lessons. The 
second part will most likely be dedi-
cated to on-the-job training which 
helps cover all the bases,” she said. 

For more information, contact 
Gallegos at 719-657-4114 or email 
at jennelleg@riograndehospital.net.

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
Live Music Association announced 
Marbin will be performing at Soci-
ety Hall on Friday, Jan. 14, 2022, at 
7 p.m. Admission is $5 for ALMA 
2022 members and $15 for general 
admission. No advance tickets are 
for sale. Masks required for entry to 
the concert.

Marbin is a progressive jazz-rock 
band based in Chicago. With a do-
it-yourself approach, Marbin started 
touring extensively in 2011, bringing 
their original instrumental music 
to every part of the United States. 
Through word of mouth, Marbin 
has gained hundreds of thousands of 
devoted fans all over the world and 
has sold tens of thousands of albums. 
Marbin regularly plays in clubs all 
over the US and in jam and jazz 
festivals around the world.

Marbin will be offering a free mu-
sical workshop at Society Hall at 2 
p.m. that same day. In the workshop, 
Marbin is going to explore their 
process of improvising, composing, 
and arranging. From the way they 
use Solkattu (Indian Solfege) to 
enrich their rhythmical vocabulary, 
to the unique harmonic system they 
apply when improvising over various 
structures and styles. Marbin will 
also share their expertise in the field 
of music business and explain, with 
many fun stories and anecdotes, how 
they built a fusion band into a viable 
business over the course of a decade.

For more info on Marbin, go to 
www.marbinmusic.com/.

ALMA Presents 
Marbin at 

Society Hall on 
January 14,
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Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.rorg

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Tavin is about 7 months old, and is a 
Black Lab. He is definitely going to be 

a big boy, but he’ll be full of love! Tavin 
is very playful, great with kids, and 

likes other dogs as well. He’s a bit of a 
digger, but we think a little practice will 
take care of that. Come visit him today!

Noodle is a Bull Terrier mix, going on 
8 months old. She is very energetic, 

true to her breed and very vocal when 
she wants to be. Noodle needs lots of 
exercise and a home that understands 
her breed. She needs a meet and greet 
with any other animals in the house, 

but she’s good with kids. Can she 
come home with you?

Meet Chase. He’s about 
2 years old, and is a 

Black Lab mix. Chase is 
the perfect family dog. 
He loves everyone he 

meets, he’s just a little 
choosey on who his dog 

friends are, definitely 
prefers calmer dogs. 

Great with kids, very 
calm and smart fellow, 

and he’s looking for his 
furever home!

Midgee is about 7 months old and 
is a Staffordshire Terrier mix. She’s 
your typical playful puppy looking 
for a wonderful home. She is a very 
talkative young lady who loves to 

play. Midgee gets along with dogs of 
all sizes, she just forgets her own size! 

Please come by and see her today!
Xena is a lovely young girl, 

about 2 and a half years old with 
all the love and energy your 

house can hold! She loves to 
play, gets along well with new 

people and does good with other 
dogs. She is a big girl so she has 

a heavy play style. She’s been 
with us about 6 months now, and 
we’re hoping her special people 

are soon to find her!

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

CreedeThe Holy Moses

It’s cold outside. So why not 
warm up to a hot bowl of 

Tortilla Soup? Our soup mix 
is delicious. Just add water.  

By Marie MCColM  
MONTE VISTA — Residents of 

the Colorado Veterans Community 
Living Center at Homelake sat in the 
main common area awaiting a bus of 
Monte Vista High School students 
bringing them special gifts on Thurs-
day, Dec. 23.  

The residents were excited to see 
the bus pull up to the community liv-
ing center and the students pour out of 
the bus. Many of the residents smiled 
and thanked the students as they were 
handed a jewelry box. 

“We made about 150 boxes to give 
out here, so there is definitely enough 
for everybody here,” said the students’ 
teacher Aaron Woodke.   

Members of the Monte Vista High 
School shop class created unique 
jewelry boxes made from aspen wood 
for the residents at the Community 
Living Center. 

“The kids have worked very hard 
on this project, and this is just a start,” 
Woodke said. 

Woodke said that he knows there 
are other nursing homes in town, and 
emergency personal and other mem-
bers that help the community, and he 
would like to expand the project to 
more people, but they will need some 
help. 

“If anybody would like to help us 
with this project, and provide sup-
port to the kids, they can contact the 
school,” Woodke said. 

Woodke explained how each student 

Photos by Marie Mccolm

Members of the Monte Vista High 
School shop class created unique 
jewelry boxes made from aspen 
wood for the residents at the Com-
munity Living Center. On Dec. 24, 
the students hand-delivered the 
boxes to the residents.

MVHS Students give special gifts to Homelake residents   

in the shop class made the commitment 
to take shop for the next two years as 
part of a certification program. 

“This is just a token of what they are 
doing,” Woodke said. “We are proud 
to distribute these to the residents here 
today.”   

Colorado Veterans Community Liv-
ing Center at Homelake Admissions 
and Marketing Director Pam Self was 
with the residents as the teens were 
distributing the jewelry boxes. 

With tears in her eyes, Self said, 
“This is extremely wonderful. Any-
time we have opportunities to have 
intergenerational, you know not only 
does it mean a lot to our residents, but 
I think it’s very important for the kids 
to have that opportunity, especially 
this time of year, to do something for 
those who have given to our country. 
So, this is an awesome way for them 
to give back.”
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Perfect level build-
ing site with VIEWS 
of both the 1st green at 
the Rio Grande Club 
and the Rio Grande 
River. Just minutes 
from Epic skiing at 
Wolf Creek, golfing, 
fishing, hunting and 
much more. Time to 
get out of the city for 
work or play! $25,000 
MLS#774034

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This charming 
home has been re-
cently updated with 
new paint and car-
pet. With 2 bedrooms 
and 1 bathroom this 
home also has a sun-
room, and an extra lot 
that is service ready! 
Value at a great 
Price! Call for more 
details! $109,000 
MLS#785391

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of 
room to add on if you wanted. 
Has good space, and some 
updates. Has been a rental, so 
great for the investor looking 
for a rental investment. Some 
outbuildings, and established 
yard. Call today for more de-
tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Nice building 
spot with 
spectacu-
lar views!. 
$17,500 
MLS#786767

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Immaculate & charming home! This 
lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bath home has 
been in a family for several decades, 
and loved and cared for as you can 
see in the pictures. It has open spaces, 
wood laminate floors, lots of storage, 
and a big kitchen that is great for cook-
ing and entertaining. There is a laun-
dry area with closets, a pellet stove hot 
water baseboard heat, a 2 car garage, a 
nice patio area, and an additional shed 
in the back. Call today to preview! 
$289,000 MLS#787149

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This lot is ready to build with utilities 
installed underground to property. This 
lot is on the 13th fairway of the reknowned 
Rio Grande Club & Resort. Sit on your 
back deck and enjoy the views of the 
golf course, cliffs along the mountainside 
and views looking down the valley of the 
course to Del Norte Peak. Water and sew-
er to the property including paved roads 
maintained by the HOA. Enjoy fishing 
close by, mountain hiking, ATVing, and 
the Wolf Creek ski resort approximately 20 
miles away. $59,900 MLS#787736

           Keith Bratton, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great access with 101 feet 
of exposure just off of US 
Highway 160! This proper-
ty offers multiple options! 
It would work great for mo-
bile homes, developments, 
or a commercial building. 
All utilities are available, 
but would need to be tapped 
into. This is the perfect 
property for your next proj-
ect! Call to view! $175,500 
MLS#789021

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE Organic Peddler 
Casita Bonita Inn 

located in Del Norte, Colorado DEEDED ACREAGE: 
.47 Acres +/- Almost 3 full lots IMPROVEMENTS: 
Currently there are a total of 4 great rental units on the 
property with a historic small log cabin that provides a 
lot of possibilities. 1. 648 sq. ft. Cozy 1 Bedroom Casita 
includes a living room, bath, and kitchen. 2. 920 sq. ft. 
Log cabin has an open floor plan with one bedroom, 
bath, and kitchen. 3. 2240 sq. ft. Building has been 
remodeled into 2 separate rental units:   **The beautiful 
Cordwood unit is 861 sq. ft. with one bedroom, 
bath, living room, gourmet kitchen, gas fireplace, and fabulous attached courtyard. **The 
Historical adobe 1556 sq. ft. home has 3 bedrooms, one bath, full kitchen, living room, and 
nice front yard. 4. 168 sq. ft. historic log cabin that can be remodeled into an additional rental 
unit. The views are panoramic in all directions providing a peaceful atmosphere. ACCESS: 
Year-round off U.S. Hwy 160. ZONING: Residential/Commercial $690,000  MLS # 770529

14475 U S 160 • Del Norte

FOR SALE

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

This 2500 sq. ft. build-
ing is located at 102 
North Main St., in the 

thick of tourist traffic, in historic Creede, Colorado. 
The building is divided into two separate and operat-
ing retail spaces, but a common interior door could 
make this a large operating space. 1. Elk Country Bou-
tique on the corner of the building is a T-shirt Shop. 
2. Creede Olive Oil Shop. Both businesses draw visi-
tors as they walk the town shopping for unique gifts. 
Utilities include electric, pellet stove, Creede water & 

sewage, and phone. Each business has its own electrical meter and is paid for by that 
tenant. 1. Elk Country Boutique T-shirt Shop has an extremely high recap rate but 
will need to be kept as a T-shirt shop to obtain maximum income on the building. 2. 
Creede Olive Oil shop rents for $1300 per month year-round. The estimated total recap 
rate based on the above description is 15% to 20% annual return on investment. This 
historic building is located on Main Street in Creede, Colorado, and is a thriving busi-
ness. Creede is a major vacation destination and sportsmen’s dream paradise. $692,000  
MLS #774985 • 102 N Main Street • Creede

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
Cell 719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thank you to 

everyone who 

let me help 

them find a 
home in 2021
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