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the Southern 
Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture 
Conference special 
section inside 
today’s SLV 
Lifestyles.

DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 
Public Library is offering a “take-
home” story time kit series. 

For five weeks, the library 
will provide two books, ideas for 
activities and props for stories, 
geared for preschoolers, ages 1 to 
4 years old. 

Kits can be picked up at the 
library beginning the week of 
Feb. 7.

Register by Feb. 2 at the Del 
Norte Public Library, 790 Grande 
Ave., Del Norte, or call the library 
at 719-657-2633.

The kits are possible due to the 
support of the Buell Foundation 
through the Growing Readers 
Together grant.

Annual ALMA & 
Friends Concert 
Features Local 

Musicians on Feb. 19
ALAMOSA — The annual 

Alamosa Live Music Association 
& Friends concert is on Saturday, 
Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. at Society Hall, 
400 Ross Ave., Alamosa. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. 

ALMA announced that Palmas 
will kick off the evening with Nueva 
Eclectica/Flamenco. The Celtic 
(K)nots will close out the evening 
with Celtic and early American 
folk music.

Admission is free for ALMA 
2022 members and $15 for general 
admission. No advance tickets are 
for sale, so come early to grab a 
seat. Masks required.

SHS hosting benefit 
dinner for Rice

MONTE VISTA — Sargent 
High School is hosting a benefit 
dinner on Feb. 19 for Diana Rice, 
known affectionately as RiceBob, 
MommaRice, RiceLady.

She was recently diagnosed with 
breast cancer and is still fighting 
leukemia.

Rice will undergo breast removal 
and several chemo treatments. She 
will need help with expenses that 
medical insurance will not cover, 
such as lodging, food, gas, and any 
surprise expenses that arise.

The fundraiser dinner consists 
of ribs, ham and beans, baked 
potatoes with fixings, and a silent 
dessert auction. The dessert auction 
winners will be announced during 
halftime of the varsity boys 
basketball game.  Sargent is hosting 
Custer County with tipoff at 1 p.m. 
on Feb. 19. The fundraiser dinner 
begins at noon in the SHS Cafeteria.

Dinner cost is a donation.

Del Norte Library 
providing take-

home story time kits

By Marie MccolM 
MONTE VISTA  — State 

gubernatorial candidate Greg Lopez 
(R) made a campaign stop in Monte 
Vista on Jan. 22. Lopez was at Rain 
Brews meeting with people and 
talking about what makes him the 
best choice of a crowded field of 
Republicans.

Lopez is one of 10 candidates 
running in the Republican primary 
for governor. Colorado’s primary 
election is June 28. The General 
Election is Nov. 8.

Gov. Jared Polis (D) has not 
formally announced if he will seek 
a second term, but many expect him 

to run again.
Lopez is not a stranger to politics 

and is excited to be running for 
governor. Lopez is the former mayor 
and City Manager of Parker. He was 
also president of the Denver Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“Some people get into stereotyping 
that all Democrats are poor, and all 
Republicans are rich, this is not the 
case, it is not about how much money 
you have, it is about your political 
views and what you believe in,” 
Lopez said.

He said he came from humble 
beginnings. His parents were migrant 
workers who always wanted more for 

their children.
Lopez said his parents taught him 

to have strong faith in God, to always 
be honest, to help people, and to be 
a hard worker.

Lopez said his parents’ beliefs 
resided within him.

Lopez talked about growing up 
and wanting a higher education, but 

Republican candidate for governor 
Lopez campaigns in Monte Vista

Republican candidate for 
governor Greg Lopez made a 

campaign stop in Monte Vista on 
Saturday, Jan. 22.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Please see LOPEZ on Page 2A

By Mechel Meek

CENTER — The Center Consolidated 
School District on Tuesday, Jan. 25, elected 
to shift its schools back to remote learning 
via Zoom for all students due to the rise in 
COVID-19 cases in the county.

According to the Center Consolidated School 
District, “There will be no school for Center 
students on Monday, January 24th. Tuesday-
Thursday Center schools will transition to 

Center Schools return to remote learning

Center Consolidated School District 
shifted to remote learning this week 

due to rise in COVID cases in Saguache 
County. Center students are pictured 

wearing masks.
Photo courtesy of Center Consolidated School District

Please see SCHOOL on Page 2A

Annual event will be 
held in person at new 

event center

By Marie MccolM 
MONTE VISTA — The 40th 

Annual Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference and Trade 

Show will be at the new event center 
Feb. 1-3. The theme of this year’s 
conference is “Cultivating Ideas 
For Growth.”

The trade show is open to the 
public at no cost, but all other events 
are by registration only, with an 
upfront registration cost to attend. 

The conference will be held at 

the new event center at the Ski Hi 
Complex in Monte Vista.    

Jim Yahn is the keynote speaker. 
Yahn is the manager of the North 
Sterling and Prewitt Reservoirs. 
Yahn has worked with over-
appropriated water systems for 
many years and is familiar with the 

Courtesy photo

The 40th Annual Southern Rocky Mountain Agriculture Conference and Trade Show will be at the new event 
center Feb. 1-3.

40th Southern Rocky Mountain 
Ag Conference set for Feb. 1-3

Please see EVENT on Page 2A

Center 
Police arrest 

wanted 
suspect after 
a foot chase

By Mechel Meek

CENTER  — Center Police 
Department officers arrested a 
wanted man after a foot chase 
through yards and alleyways on 
Jan. 22.

CPD Reserve Officer Adam 
Fresquez observed the suspect 
Jonethan Lopez, 31, of Center, who 
was wanted by CPD on an assault 
with a weapon warrant, in the yard 
of his grandmother’s home on Garcia 
Street.

The warrant stems from an assault 
upon a female victim who was 
stabbed in the facial area with a knife.

According to CPD Chief Dale 
Meek, “Lopez ran first into the 
residence and then south through 
the yards. Sgt. Fresquez, Officer 
Guaderrama and I were called into 
Please see SUSPECT on Page 2A
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to make that happen he chose to go 
into the military as his parents could 
not afford to send him to college.

Lopez spent four years in the Air 
Force. Lopez was a weapon specialist. 
He lost 87 percent of the hearing in 
his right ear due to the jet engines. 
Lopez said the military was worth it 
though, as this was where he met his 
soulmate, his wife of 30 years. 

Lopez is proud to be a veteran 
running for governor. He said being in 
the military taught him the importance 
of being part of a team and working 
together. He feels this quality is good 
to have as a candidate.

Lopez also spoke about being 
elected mayor of Parker at the age 
of 27 and being the city manager at 
the same time. He said he obtained 

strong leadership skills doing both. 
Lopez was the mayor and city 

manager for four years and stepped 
down when his wife requested that 
he be with his family more. 

Lopez said he would represent 
and reach out to rural and urban 
Colorado communities equally. 
Lopez explained that he is a living 
example of how America offers 

opportunities to everyone, regardless 
of ethnicity or zip code.

Lopez answered questions and 
talked about his strong belief in family 
and equality. 

Lopez is one of the Republican 
candidates currently running for 
Governor in Colorado. 

For more information on Lopez, 
visit www.lopez2022.com.

LOPEZ Continued from Page 1A

remote learning due to the increase 
in COVID cases in the county. 
Students will be expected to attend 
classes remotely all day on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday.”

It was known how long the district 
would be in online learning.

A survey was extended to parents 

on Jan. 21, to gather information 
regarding the current increase in 
COVID cases. 

The questions asked in the online 
survey included; asking parents what 
their greatest concerns are at this 
time, how comfortable are they with 
sending their student to school for 

onsite in-person instruction, asking if 
their students are vaccinated, and what 
do they think is the best situation for 
the students at this time, among other 
questions.

The Center Schools Facebook page 
stated that the district page would have 
more information regarding the move 

to remote learning.
COVID cases have been on the 

rise throughout the San Luis Valley, 
with Center having 21 active cases 
according to the Colorado Electronic 
Disease Reporting System (CEDRS). 
Saguache has 17, Crestone 9 and 
Sargents has a report of 1 case.

SCHOOL Continued from Page 1A

EVENT Continued from Page 1A

work. The Rio Grande Sheriff’s 
Office and the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office also sent deputies to 
assist us. A perimeter was set up and 
Lopez was tracked to an empty trailer 
on the dirt portion of Washington 
Street. Lopez was located and placed 
under arrest for his assault with a 
weapon warrant. A second warrant is 
suspected to be in the court process 
as Lopez had missed court on the 
previous narcotics trafficking and 
resisting charges from the previous 
week.”

Chief Meek added that a female 
caller to CPD dispatch attempted 

to mislead officers searching for 
Lopez by deliberately and falsely 
reporting that Lopez was running 
in the opposite direction from his 
actual path of travel.

Meek also said that the “call 
was recorded, is currently being 
compared to similar calls and I expect 
charges to be filed against the female 
caller within the next couple of days.”

Lopez was arrested and booked 
into jail. The suspect has recent 
arrests in Center for suspicion of 
harassment-domestic violence, 
trafficking narcotics and resisting 
arrest.

SUSPECT Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office for the period 
between Tuesday, Jan. 18, 2022, 
and Monday, Jan. 24, 2022.

The Sheriff ’s Department’s 
activity on the road included one 
crash with property damage, five 
traffic stops, two traffic complaints 
and one stolen vehicle. They also 
patrolled the Town of Saguache five 
times and assisted two motorists.

In addition, there was one report 
of criminal mischief and one civil 

dispute report.
They also responded to 11 

controlled burns, two ambulance 
calls, four alarms, one deceased 
person, two civil standbys, and one 
medical call (other), and provided 
information five times, assisted 
nearby agencies two times, and 
conducted two welfare checks.

ARRESTS
• A 31-year-old Center man was 

arrested on first-degree assault 
with intent to cause serious bodily 
injury with deadly weapon and 
outstanding warrants.

Saguache county 
Sheriff’S report

By Mechel Meek

S A G U A C H E 
C O U N T Y  — 
Saguache  County 
Public Health Director 
Mona Lovato released 
an infographic to guide 
people in how to isolate 
and quarantine to help 
prevent the spread of 
COVID.

The information 
could also be used to 
prevent the spread of 
other infections, like 
influenza. 

With the dramatic 
rise in COVID cases 
throughout the San 
Luis Valley,  i t  is 
important to remain 
vigilant regarding 
heal th and safety 
measures, Lovato said. 

“There are 48 acute 
cases in Saguache 
County as of Tuesday, 
January 25, 2022,” 
Lovato said.

The state vaccine bus 
will be at 210 5th St. in 
Saguache on Jan. 28 
and Feb. 18, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. with COVID 
and influenza vaccines 
available for free for 
everyone, no insurance 
or I.D. required.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Saguache  County 
Public Health, mobile 
COVID testing will 
continue to be offered 
every Wednesday from 
2 to 6 p.m. at the 
Community Building 
in Saguache.Graphic courtesy of Saguache County Public Health

Public Health release isolation and 
quarantine guidelines in response 

to increase in COVID cases

impact that communities go through 
when their water wells are shut off.

The conference will feature Chef 
Jason K. Morse, who is an executive 
chef and member of the American 
Culinary Federation. Chef Morse 
has been featured in many national 
and local media settings, including 
the Food Network. 

Featured sessions at the conference 
include a Grazing Symposium by Jim 

Gerrish; Ag Labor Laws presented 
by Dan Waldvogle; and Succession 
Planning presented by Jeff Tranel. 

The conference is known for 
its quality guest speakers and 
demonstrations to help people in the 
agriculture community gain more 
information on how to market and 
improve their products.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
much of the past two ag conferences 
were conducted virtually.

For more information on this 
year’s Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference and Trade 
Show, visit www.agconferencerm.
com.
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letterS

opinion & editorial

As long as there have been people, 
there have been those among us 
who have seen it as their life’s quest 
to provide the masses with odd 
answers to everyday issues. 

There are probably as many 
conspiracy theories floating about 
today as there are people, not the 
least of which involves UFOs. 
Which of course have been renamed 
Unidentified Aerial Phenomena 
(UAP) as that is a less pejorative 
meaning. Even Ol’ Dutch had to 
look that one up but it means less 
threatening, I think. 

Having grown up on the cusp of 
the Roswell UFO incident and the 
very strange goings-on in the San 
Luis Valley of Colorado, Ol’ Dutch 
has followed along with the rest of 
the world just waiting for the next 
big disclosure. Enough wild theories 
are going around out there to fill a 
large gunny sack or two. 

As we wait for the disclosures, 
other stories keep us busy. From 
theories about JFK’s assassination, 
Princess Diana’s untimely death, the 
possible faked moon landings, the 
twin towers collapse, chemtrails, 
microchips,  or  implanted in 
our arms. Of course, we’ve all 
investigated some portion of it. 
Come one and admit, who among 
us did not play a Beatles record 
backward to hear the subliminal 
message, “Paul is dead.”

And although these are some of 
the most popular theories floating 
around out there, there is a myriad 
of others out there. All of which 
have one thing in common: someone 
makes money from them. Whether by 
selling books, CDs, YouTube ads, or 
making public appearances, there is 
a healthy lifestyle to be had for being 
first in the race to new nuttiness. 

Which got Ol’ Dutch to thinking 
– a dangerous pursuit according to 
Miss Trixie – that maybe it’s about 
time for me to come up with my 
little twist on the truth and cash in 
on the masses needing a distraction 
from their everyday humdrum life. 

And although that may seem like 
a pretty simple thing to come up 
with a new theory, especially for 
someone like Ol’ Dutch who is full 
of malarkey, baloney, and leftovers 
from the dirt in a bull pen, it appears 
it’s not so easy to do. 

After  al l ,  the real ly good 
conspiracy theories have already 
been taken and in looking online 
at them, there have been some real 
doozies down through the years. 

One of the problems with coming 
up with a new money-making idea 
like this is that any new theory has to 
have a measure of truth in it to make 

Editor,
At this time, I would like to 

congratulate and thank the local law 
enforcement departments of the San 
Luis Valley and the way they can 
cooperate and solve crimes.

There was a ring of thieves stealing 
gasoline from local farmers. The 

Monte Vista and Center police 
departments teamed up to get the 
bad guys.

Center Police Chief Dale Meek 
and Monte Vista Police Officer Zeke 
Sisneros both went above and beyond 
standard duty and solved the crimes.

Through mutual aid with the Rio 

Grande County Sheriff’s Office 
they have stopped the criminals 
and protected and served our local 
citizens. Please give these officers 
and their departments the recognition 
and appreciation they deserve.

Moe Jones

Center

Editor,
I want to thank the people that 

work at Verizon in Monte Vista for 
such great service — the young men 
and women that work there. They are 
so patient with old people like me.

Especially Devon Martinez. He 
has helped me so much, does not 

get upset with an old lady, that has 
trouble figuring out the cellphone.

I really appreciate Martinez and 
Kyle Noonan for taking time with 
me.

Some young people will get upset 
after trying to help older people.

I have been to other Verizon stores, 

and never get the help these young 
men do.

So, thank you, Martinez and 
Noonan and all the young men and 
women, who really help old people 
at Verizon in Monte Vista.

RL Scott

Monte Vista

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Blame the 
woodchuck

it appealing to the other nutjobs out 
there. And since Miss Trixie says 
that Ol’ Dutch never lets the truth 
get in the way of a good story, well 
it just may be a tad difficult for me 
to find my niche in that market.

But Ol’ Dutch, ever the resourceful 
and not to mention handsome devil 
that he is, put the old noggin to 
work this morning and maybe, just 
maybe came up with his own wild 
money maker. 

Let’s just say, for instance, you 
have needed some lumber in the 
past year and have noticed the prices 
have skyrocketed. And in searching 
for reasons for that increase you 
suddenly realize that maybe, just 
maybe, it’s the woodchucks who 
have caused all this confusion. 

Now hang with me here just a 
second as I try to explain. 

You see, back when I was a kid 
we all repeated the phrase about 
how much wood could a woodchuck 
chuck if a woodchuck could chuck 
wood. And Puxatoney Phil, the 
most famous chuck of all, was taken 
seriously by weather forecasters and 
farmers alike when trying to time 
the planting of spring crops. 

But with the advent of the 
scientific approach to weather, 
poor Old Phil has been put on the 
back burner and I am sure he got 
his feelings hurt. So he organized 
all the chucks, and now there is a 
shortage of woodchucks chucking 
wood. So there you have it. 

I never said it was a good theory 
but we have to start somewhere 
and soon Ol’ Dutch will be making 
public appearances everywhere. I 
wonder if Phil is too busy to come 
along. I hear he works for peanuts. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com or on 

Twitter at TroutRepublic.

Appreciate work of local law 
enforcement

Verizon workers were helpful

letterS policy
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length and clarity. 
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Political letters may be limited due to space 
constraints.



Page 4A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, January 27, 2022
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Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
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On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/
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BOYS BASKETBALL
Center  44......................................Monte Vista  43
Centauri  50 .....................................Vanguard  40
Buena Vista  48 .................................. Alamosa  46
Pagosa Springs  47 ........................... Centauri  42
Sierra Grande  57 ....... Evangelical Christian  39

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Sanford  49 .....................Sangre de Cristo  46 OT
Sargent  39 ............................... Sierra Grande  17
Center  36 .....................................Monte Vista  33
Vanguard  64 .....................................Centauri  29
Alamosa  33 ................................. Buena Vista  30
Pagosa Springs  47 ...........................Centauri  39
Centennial  52 ..................... Caprock Academy  21
Evangelical Christian  45 ........ Sierra Grande  21
Sanford  56 ...................................Monte Vista  23

Staff report

PAGOSA SPRINGS — Wolf 
Creek Ski Area hosted its Second Fun 
Race of the season on Sunday, Jan. 23, 
with a moderate turnout of 39 racers, 
with many first-time racers coming 
as far away as Ohio and Louisiana 
to compete. The modified slalom 
course on Lower Charisma was fast 
and nicely groomed after 2 inches of 
fresh snow overnight. 

The overall winner for the day was 
Jakub Labedz, of Phoenix, Ariz., with 
the fastest time of 28.78 seconds. 

Second place in the men’s division 
was a tie between Kirk Miles, of 
Fountain Hills, Ariz., and Jarrett 
Bunch, of Oklahoma City, Okla., 
both men boasting a time of 29.41 
seconds. Third place in the men’s 
race was Paul Smith, of Reno, Nev., 
with a time of 30.57 seconds. 

The women’s race was also very 
close, with first place going to Cathy 
Lemon of Pagosa Springs, who crossed 
the finish line with a time of 31.80 
seconds. Julie Church, of Phoenix, 
Ariz., placed second with a time of 

32.01 seconds and Lydia Mundt, of 
Pagosa Springs, followed closely in 
third with a time of 32.90 seconds.

Wolf Creek will be hosting the 
first race of its Wolf Creek Challenge 
Series on Saturday, Jan. 29.  The 
40-plus gate Giant Slalom course on 
middle and lower charisma is open to 
teams and individuals. Registration 
is open at shop.wolfcreekski.com/
race_registration. Course inspection 
is from 9 to 10 a.m., and the race 
begins at 10 a.m. All proceeds support 
the Wolf Creek Ski Team.

Photos by Sumiko Caldwell courtesy of Wolf Creek Ski Area

Wolf Creek holds Second Fun Race
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Antonito volunteers turn up the heat and love for ‘Cano’

Right: Joanna Lucero (left) is 
joined with Dr. Mugabe Walker 
and his daughter Reagan at the 
barbecue. Lucero offered, ‘This 

whole group, we’re all volunteers, 
all the food, all the time is donated. 

We have a large group of us, 
Stephanie, AnnMarie, Paula, 

Friday Health Plan is helping. 
We’re here to do anything we can 

to help one of our local residents 
get back on his feet. And to serve 

good food, of course.

Photos by John Waters

Top: Paula Espinoza (left) is joined 
by other volunteers who turned out 
on Saturday to raise funds for her 
uncle Dominic ‘Cano’ Espinoza 
who lost his home to a fire on Jan. 13. 

By John WaterS

About a dozen Antonito residents 
volunteered cooking and serving 
hamburgers on Saturday, Jan. 22, 
for Dominic “Cano” Espinoza who 
lost his home in a fire on Jan. 13.

Between flipping burgers and 
filling bags of food to go, Cano’s 
niece, Paula Espinoza said of her 
uncle, “His house burned and he’s 
very eccentric, the house is very 
old. His castle is known world-
wide. Our community always 

gathers when a tragedy like this 
happens.”

Speaking about the generosity 
residents of Antonito offer, Deanne 
Salazar said, “We’ve been doing 
this kind of community work for 
about 15 years. We started when 
a mom died and there were three 
little girls. We helped pay for the 
funeral and the headstone.”

Ella Quintana said, “This is like 
one big family event. This is a great 
community.
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A Major Key to Your Breakthrough
Jesus came to earth to show us God’s 

love and to give His life so we could 
have eternal life. He was perfect...
sinless...and He willingly took our sin 
upon Himself on the cross to pay the 
price for our salvation. God’s love for 
us is so amazing!

John 3:16 (NIV) says, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (emphasis mine). And in John 
8:31-32, Jesus says, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 
Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free”

It’s so important for us to know the 
truth, because the lies we believe—
especially about ourselves—can cause 
many other problems in our lives. That 
can mean trouble in our relationships, 
our work, our health, or any other area 
of our life.

The key to getting free from 
deception and overcoming the issues 
that hold us back from the life Jesus 
died to give us if facing truth. Because 
when we face the truth about ourselves, 
we grow spiritually and access more of 
God’s grace, which gives us the ability 
to do what we need to do.

I’ve learned to ask God on a regular 
basis, “Show me truth. Help me to face 
the truth You show me—especially 
what You show me about myself.”

I remember when God showed me I 
needed to stop feeling sorry for myself. 
I used to have such a problem with self-
pity! I’d been abused, I didn’t get to go 
to college, Dave didn’t spend enough 
time with me...and on and on.

I blamed my problems on the 
injustices of my past and complained, 
“I’m this way because my dad sexually 
abused me and my mother abandoned 
me; she knew what he was doing and 
didn’t do anything to help me. I’m this 
way because my first husband was 
a con man and petty thief and he ran 
around with other women.”

God spoke to my heart and said, 

“That’s true—that’s why you are the 
way you are. But don’t let it become an 
excuse to stay that way.”

I needed to stop wasting my time 
feeling sorry for myself and begin 
taking responsibility for my life, 
specifically my thoughts, attitudes and 
behavior. It was so hard to accept this 
truth...but I realized that if I wanted the 
power of God to work in my life, I had 
to give up self-pity, trust Him, and obey 
His Word.

This reminds me of Deuteronomy 
7. After God freed the Israelites from 
slavery in Egypt to lead them to their 
promised land, He told them, “When 
the Lord your God brings you into the 
land you are entering to possess and 
drives out before you many nations—
the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites...and when the Lord your 
God has delivered them over to you and 
you have defeated them, then you must 
destroy them totally. Make no treaty 
with them, and show them no mercy” 
(Deuteronomy 7:1-2).

Just as the Israelites had enemies to 
face to take possession of God’s good 
plan for their lives, we have our own 
“ites.” And we have to destroy them 
totally and “show them no mercy.”

The first thing we must do is take 
responsibility for where we are in life. 
You may be in your mess because of 
something you’ve done or because of 
something someone else has done that 
you couldn’t control. But no matter 
who has caused your hurts or problems, 
you don’t have to stay stuck there if you 
will cooperate with God and obey what 
He puts in your heart to do.

God’s truth is armor! When you start 
walking in the truth, it gives you the 
ability to overcome your enemy and get 
free from the bondages that have held 
you back.

Ephesians 6:14 says, “Stand firm 
then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist...” In other words, 
when you’re going through something 
tough, you’d better hang on to God’s 

A Major Key to 
Your Breakthrough

Word tighter than you ever have before!
Remember that God loves you so 

much He gave His only Son so you 
could have eternal life. He wants you 
to be free from any injustice, pain 
or problem that is keeping you from 
growing spiritually and becoming 
everything He has created you to be.

Humble yourself before God and 
pray, “Jesus, I need You to help me.” 
Spend time each day in prayer and 
studying His Word, and do whatever 
He shows you to do. No matter how 
hard it is, you can trust Him to give you 
the ability to do your part in the process 
and know that He will do what you 
can’t do.

Even though it’s painful and it may 
not seem fair, forget everyone else’s 
part in your problem except your own. 
God is your vindicator and He will deal 
with your enemies as you focus on 
doing what He shows you to do. God 
makes wrong things right...and He will 
lead you to your breakthrough!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
two-teaching CD resource Keys to 
Breakthrough. You can also contact us 
to receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 135 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and AUTHENTICALLY, 
UNIQUELY YOU (FaithWords). She 
hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations worldwide. 
For more information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

Once repairs are made it can 
show movies again 

By Marie MccolM 
MONTE VISTA — On January 1st, the Friends of 

the Vali 3 Theatre announced their movie projector 
was down. 

Friends felt bad about the announcement as a 
family movie was scheduled for the new year. 
Friends also announced that the projector being 
down came at a rough time because the holidays 
made it harder to order the parts to repair the 
projector. 

With some of the parts expected to come in a 
week after the notice was put out, the Friends of 
Vali 3 were hopeful that they could get the projector 
repaired but unfortunately were unable to do so. 

Friends of Vali 3 recently announced that more 
projector parts are coming before the end of January. 
They are hoping that the new parts will fix the issue 
and the projector will be up and running again soon.

Friends of Vali 3 announced it has family passes 
for sale for $15 for four people, and people can 
purchase popcorn from 5-7 p.m. or they can donate 
$5 or a cleaning product and receive free popcorn.    

Friends of Vali 3 is also looking for new board 
members. Anyone interested can stop in and ask 
about their Advisory Board.

Vali 3 awaiting projector parts

Staff report

MONTE VISTA — A person 
was arrested for stabbing a man in 
the 200 block of Tyndell Saturday 
morning, Jan. 22, the Monte Vista 
Police Department reported.

Around 10 a.m. on Jan. 22, MVPD 
officers responded to the 200 block 
of Tyndell for an assault. Officers 

located a man who has been stabbed. 
The man was transported to San 
Luis Valley Health in Alamosa for 
treatment.

Officers located a suspect who was 
arrested. MVPD stated this “was an 
isolated incident between known 
associates” and that it was not related 
to a “similar incident a couple of 

weeks ago in the same area. However, 
one of the residences is associated 
with both incidents.”

Rio Grande Sheriff: Alamosa 
man arrested for sexual assault

MVPD makes arrest in stabbing incident on Jan. 22

Staff report

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — An Alamosa man and 
Colorado State Patrol employee was arrested in connection 
to a sexual assault, according to the Rio Grande County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Tony Jackson Hill, 37, of Alamosa, was arrested on Jan. 
19 on suspicion of sexual assault, the sheriff’s office reported 
and was to “be advised” on Jan. 20.

“The Colorado State Patrol has been made aware 
of allegations and charges against Tony Hill, a 
Communications Technician employed by the State Patrol 
and stationed at the Alamosa Regional Communications 
Center,” CSP officials stated. “Mr. Hill has been placed on 
administrative leave pending the outcome of internal and 

external investigations.”
Hill has been employed by the 

Colorado State Patrol since March 
2020 and stationed at the Alamosa 
Regional Communications Center 
since his hire date, according to 
CSP officials.

The Rio Grande County 
Sheriff’s Office stated it received 
a sexual assault report at 10 p.m. 
on Jan. 18 and began investigating.

Hill was arrested at 2:42 p.m. on Jan. 19.
Due to the nature of the incident, the sheriff’s office stated it 

would not be releasing specific information about the victim.

DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 
Public Library is offering a “take-
home” story time kit series. 

For five weeks, the library will 
provide two books, ideas for 
activities and props for stories, 
geared for preschoolers, ages 1 to 
4 years old. 

Kits can be picked up at the library 

beginning the week of Feb. 7.
Register by Feb. 2 at the Del 

Norte Public Library, 790 Grande 
Ave., Del Norte, or call the library 
at 719-657-2633.

The kits are possible due to the 
support of the Buell Foundation 
through the Growing Readers 

Together grant.

Del Norte Library providing 
take-home story time kits

Courtesy photo 

Monte Vista School District Superintendent Scott Wiedeman announced 
that the Monte Vista School District Administration has moved into a 
new building, 59 N. Broadway in Monte Vista. Signage will soon be on the 
new building. The former administration building will become an Early 
Childhood Learning Center. Wiedeman said that the Childhood Learning 
Center was in the early planning stages.

New Monte Vista School 
Administration Building
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Saguache County Sales Tax Grants now available!

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners will be taking Grant Applications for 
Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, February 14, 2022.

To be eligible grant applications must be for either:  Emergency Services/Public Health 
and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects, or organizations; or Renewable Energy 
projects/Business Opportunities and Job Creation.

Grant applications are available on our website at saguachecounty.colorado.gov - use “sales 
tax grant applicationform5” or you can contact the Saguache County Administration office 
at 719-655-2231 to request a copy of the grant application.
No. 1620 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, January 13, 20 and 27 and 
February 3, 2022.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Melissa Crevling and her husband, Steve, 
opened Basecamp Sweets in South Fork.

Basecamp Sweets brings 
treats to South Fork

By lyndSie ferrell 
SOUTH FORK — After 

visiting friends in the area in 
May of 2021, Melissa Crevling 
and her husband, Steve, decided 
that South Fork was going to be 
their new home. 

Everything that happened 
after that was a whirlwind of 
change for the Crevling family 
as they packed up their things, 
two of their grown children 
and moved to South Fork and 
opened Basecamp Sweets. 

“It was crazy, and it happened 
so fast, but we couldn’t be 
happier with the results,” 
Melissa said. 

Crevling and her husband 
got word that the building near 
Outdoor Depot was for sale and 
made the decision to dive in and open 
their one-of-a-kind business to the South 
Fork area.

Previously a family photographer, 
Melissa spent time during 2020 and 
the beginning of the COVID pandemic 
making special-order cookies out of her 
home in Las Vegas, Nev., and from there 
decided that she wanted to open a sweets 
and candy store. 

“This was so new for us. I started 
playing with custom cookies during 
COVID and we knew we wanted to add 
candy and other sweets when we found 
a place to open our business and here, 
we are,” she said. 

The open floor plan inside Basecamp 
Sweets offers a unique and comfortable 
place to enjoy coffee, ice cream and some 
of their custom-made sweets including 
Crevling’s homemade cookies, special-
order cakes and a wide range of chocolate 
and candy. 

Crevling made sure that her kitchen 
featured an open window so that 
visitors could watch her make all their 
fresh goods including their cinnamon 
rolls which have made a name for 
themselves in the few weeks they 
have been open. 

“We wanted do to the glass in the 
kitchen so that people could watch 
us decorate and I think especially the 
children that come visit,” Melissa said. 
“We may add a step so that the little ones 
can see into the kitchen. Everything is 
still kind of a work in progress because 
it has been pretty hard to get product. 

Most of our orders will be coming in 
soon and then we will be ready for the 
busy season.” 

Crevling has a chocolatier out of 
Pueblo, Colo., bringing in fudge and 
other chocolaty treats that mix well with 
their assorted flavors of saltwater taffy 
and caramels.

“We have several flavors of cotton 
candy, rock candy, Pez dispensers, Jelly 
Belly’s and just all kinds of things,” 
Melissa said. “We will also be doing 
more gluten-free options for a lot of our 
baked goods. We are really excited to see 
where this goes, and I cannot express 
enough how supportive and amazing 
the community and neighboring 
businesses have been. It really has been 
so wonderful and so welcoming.” 

Not only is Basecamp Sweets 
becoming the new sweet spot in South 
Fork, but it has laid claim to be the 
home of the one and only Sasquatch 
who comes to visit local businesses and 
events around South Fork.

Crevling’s husband dons a Bigfoot 
costume and randomly goes to visit 
places around South Fork for photo 
opportunities and just for fun.

“He really enjoys going to do it and I 
think everyone loves it when he does,” 
Melissa said. “It’s just something fun to 
do and people really like it, so we figure 
we will keep at it for now.” 

Basecamp Sweets is open 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Monday through Saturday and is 
available for special orders in advance. 
For more information, visit 130 Four 
Seasons Dr. in South Fork.

puBlic noticeS
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SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

719.657.4458 
Mortgage Office

Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

www.truelocalbank.com

Financing Your Dream 
Home Is Our Dream. 

NMLS 446071

DOC’S
OUTDOOR
Sports “Your 

Prescriptio
n For

Outdoor Fun”

Full line Sporting 
Goods Store

719-873-5151
31101 W. Hwy. 160

South Fork
www.docsoutdoor.com

T-Shirts • Hoodies
Fudge • Souvenirs

Fishing & Hunting 
Licenses

Fishing •Camping 
Hunting • Guns & Ammo

Equipment Rental
Skis & Snowboards

Grande natural Meats
www.elkusa.coM

Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Goat,
Beef & Rabbit

USDA Meat Jerky & Sausage

5 Miles west of del norte on Hwy. 160

daily 8 a.M. - 6 p.M. 719-657-0942

Insurance 
Company

HOME • AUTO • LIFE 
FARM & RANCH
Contact me today for a 

complete insurance review.

Shari Oliver, Agent

852-8840
729 First Ave.
Monte Vista, 
CO 81144

Local

Photo courtesy of HVCC

High Valley Community Center welcomed students back after the winter break 
and is gearing up for the second half of their after-school program. Students 
are participating in several daily activities.

High Valley Community Center weathers on during stormy week
SuBMitted article

Hello community members! High 
Valley Community Center hopes you 
are enjoying the stormy weather and 
the much-needed snow!

This week’s activity theme was, 
“Peer Pressure.” The activities 
centered around the theme are meant 
to show the kiddos the importance of 
learning life skills as a tool to combat 
peer pressure. 

As always, even though we cover 
important topics, we aim to make 
activities fun and engaging for the 
kids. This week the kids made flowers 
stating their favorite things about 
themselves to promote self-esteem, 
made spring rolls to build cooking 
skills, and learned how to sew while 
making felt owls. 

Basketball has been going well 

and we have enjoyed seeing the 
kiddos’ skills progress! We strongly 
encourage parents and guardians to 
sign up for the Procare app to stay 
up to date with schedule changes. 
Regular season will finish on Feb. 
4 followed by tournaments for the 
boys 3-4 and 5-6 grade teams. More 
information to follow.

This past week, participants in the 
Encore Program were treated to an 
afternoon at the Stars and Strikes 
Bowling Alley. We have enjoyed 
spending time with the participants 
and welcome new members as well. 
If you are a member of the 50 plus 
community and would like to attend 
free fitness and art classes as well as 
monthly outings, we would love for 
you to join our Encore Program. 

Questions? Concerns? The HVCC 

staff is more than happy to help you! Feel 
free to give us a call at 719-657-2172 or 

email us at Hvcc@theHVCC.org. We 
happily accept volunteers as well.

We hope you have a happy and 
safe week!
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

MOOve It Faster
With the Classifieds

From tractors and tillers to help wanted and helpful services, we are your local buying, selling, trading and hiring marketplace for all things agriculture.

719-852-3531
Place Your Ad Today!

By Marie MccolM

MONTE VISTA — Monte Vista 

Coop’s footprint continues to expand. 

Its latest project — an 8,000-ton 

fertilizer building — is hard to miss.

The new Dry Fertilizer Shed and 

Chemical Building will allow MV 

Coop to meet the needs of the San 

Luis Valley’s hearty agriculture 

industry efficiently and quickly. It is 
scheduled to be open to the public in 

early March, with a grand opening 

slated for the summer.

MV Coop Agronomy Manager 

Mike Hampel said the state-of-the-art 
fertilizer building was the natural next 

step in MV Coop’s evolution.

“It began about two years ago as a 

dream,” Hampel said. “This is a very 
well-ran organization, so it kind of 
evolved on its own, as the markets 
are changing, we had to adjust to 

the markets. A few sketches, some 
thoughts and planning, and us coming 

together to try to figure it out, and we 
now have this fertilizer building that 

has allowed us a lot of efficiency for 
fertilizer.”

Breaking ground on the project took 
place in July of 2021. Concrete was 

poured and it grew in the landscape 

next to the primary office of Monte 
Vista Coop on the east end of town. 

Marcus Construction is leading the 

build.

Hampel said that the building will 
provide faster and more efficient times 
for mixing, loading, and dropping 

fertilizer than the old building. 

Hampel said the old fertilizer 
building, like many in town, is old, 
about 60 years old to be exact. And 

while tried and true, it is also slow 
Photos courtesy of MV Coop

Monte Vista Coop broke ground on its Dry Fertilizer Shed and Chemical Building in July of 2021. Construc-
tion is expected to be completed in March.

MV Coop adding state-of-the-art fertilizer building

Please see MVC on Page 3

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE COUNTY — Mental 
wellness is a problem that can be seen 
in all parts of the country, even in rural 
areas. People can suffer from a crisis 
at any time in their lives and become 
at risk of suicide. 
Resources to 
he lp  peop le 
struggling can 
be a big help and 
some are free. 

The National 
S u i c i d e 
P r e v e n t i o n 
L i f e l i n e  i s 
available 24 
hours a day, 
seven days a 
week and can 
be reached via 
phone call or text. The numbers are 
1-800-273-TALK (8255) or text 
HELLO to 741741. Every call or text 
is confidential.

According to Center Police 
Department Chief Dale Meek, “I will 
be frank, suicide calls are the hardest 
calls for law enforcement to handle.”

He explained that entering a 
situation where someone wants to 
harm themselves is fraught with risk 
to the officers as an armed suicidal 
person may attack an officer to create a 
“suicide by cop” situation as opposed 
to doing the act themselves.

He also said that if the suicidal 
person is alone and is not a risk to 

others, they will contact the person and 
refer them to psychological resources 
instead of inflaming the situation by 
confronting the person.

Last year, CPD dealt with a situation 
involving a suicidal person who was 

home alone.
“ T h i s  t y p e 

of situation is a 
condition in which 
we can call the 
person and speak 
to them while 
referring them to 
other resources,” 
Chief Meek said. 
“This incident led 
to the successful 
d e - e s c a l a t i o n 
and transport of 
the person to the 

hospital so they could meet with a 
mental health specialist, a highly 
desired conclusion. No one outside 
of the residence was in danger and 
this incident ended well but I want the 
community to understand something 
very important. A lone suicidal 
person who is armed will typically 
not be contacted in person by law 
enforcement. You have to consider 
two main factors in this decision by 
CPD. One, it is not a crime to harm 
yourself. Two, we do not want to add 
to the ability of a person to commit 
suicide by rushing an officer.”

It is important for people to be aware 

Resources available 
for people at risk

of suicide

Please see LIFELINE on Page 4

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE COUNTY — On 
Dec. 30, 2021, Colorado looked on 
in horror at images of the devastating 
Marshall Fire in Boulder County. 

The unusual winter fire swept 
through two towns in Boulder County, 
destroying entire neighborhoods and 
businesses. 

To date, 991 structures were 
destroyed in the Marshall Fire. The 
devastation was immense, with 553 

homes in Louisville, 332 homes in 
Superior, and 106 homes in the rural 
areas as of Jan. 8, with possibly more 
added to the total in the coming weeks. 

Three people were still reported 
missing, many people lost their 
beloved family pets, farm animals, 
and their businesses. 

The cause of the fire is still under 
investigation, and theories range from 
downed power lines to a structure fire, 
according to Boulder County officials.

“We don’t know that the shed or 
anything else around it was the start of 
the fire or if it was secondary and it’s 
complicated,” stated Boulder County 
Sheriff Joe Pelle of the investigation. 
“We’re going to bring in the best people 
in the country. We’re going to do this 
right and we’re not going to rush.”

The fast-moving fire was fanned 
by over 100 mph wind gusts and was 
exacerbated by drought conditions.

Photo courtesy of Boulder County Wildfire Fund
A man stands in the rubble of a destroyed house in Boulder County following the Marshall Fire.

How to help people devastated 
by the Marshall Fire

Please see HELP on Page 4
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Prime Mountain Tract. A rare and beautiful gem 
of mountain property is now for sale near Sali-da Colorado. San Luis Creek flows through the center of a lush green meadow surrounded by a variety of plant life. Alder trees line the creek bank and beaver ponds full of fish provide a peaceful secluded environment that is one-of-a-kind. Above the creek bottom are stepped bench uplands. Ancient Indian campsites have been identified on an overlook. A private road accesses the center of the property. The entire property tract is fenced. A public forest access road crosses the south east corner and is fenced. The property lies 1/2 mile from US Highway 285 and connections to utilities. The town of Salida with all the amenities of skiing, mountain biking, river rafting, excellent medical services, schools and so much more are a short 20 minute drive from this mountain retreat. Call today! $1,000,000 MLS#771050

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

1 Acre parcel 
with beautiful 
views of the 
Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. 
Close to the 
Sand Dunes and 
Alligator Farm 
and Hooper Hot 
Springs Pool. Just 
a short drive over 
to Salida. $5,000 
MLS#780912

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Level building spot on the 
10th Fairway at the Rio 
Grande Club and Resort 
with stunning views. Just 
minutes away from World 
Class skiing and the Rio 
Grande River known for 
Gold Medal fishing- This 
is a perfect spot for your 
dream home on a Champion-
ship Golf Course. Don’t let 
this one slip away! $47,000 
MLS#781025

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Prime Commercial 
Property! Awesome 
building on Highway 285 
that would work great for 
any type of business. This 
building is insulated, heat-
ed, and has a beautiful of-
fice space with huge hang-
ing doors on both ends of 
the building. The building 
is located on a 0.75 acre 
commercial lot! $179,000 
MLS#787380

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This lot has beautiful 
views all around with 
year round access, and is 
close to the Alamosa River, 
Rio Grande National For-
est, La Jara Reservoir State 
Wildlife area, and Hot 
Creek SWA for easy access 
to hunting and fishing. The 
area would be a great place 
to build a comfortable 
home on. Call to view! 
$5,999 MLS#787432

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great access with 101 feet 
of exposure just off of US 
Highway 160! This proper-
ty offers multiple options! 
It would work great for mo-
bile homes, developments, 
or a commercial building. 
All utilities are available, 
but would need to be tapped 
into. This is the perfect 
property for your next proj-
ect! Call to view! $175,500 
MLS#789021

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great possibil-
ities to build! 

This 4 lot parcel is 
located inside city 
limits. It has some 

trees, and a nice 
view! Not many 

lots of this size are 
available in town. 

Inquire for more 
details! $40,000 

MLS#789152

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Organic Peddler 
Casita Bonita Inn 

located in Del Norte, Colorado DEEDED ACREAGE: 
.47 Acres +/- Almost 3 full lots IMPROVEMENTS: 
Currently there are a total of 4 great rental units on the 
property with a historic small log cabin that provides a 
lot of possibilities. 1. 648 sq. ft. Cozy 1 Bedroom Casita 
includes a living room, bath, and kitchen. 2. 920 sq. ft. 
Log cabin has an open floor plan with one bedroom, 
bath, and kitchen. 3. 2240 sq. ft. Building has been 
remodeled into 2 separate rental units:   **The beautiful 
Cordwood unit is 861 sq. ft. with one bedroom, 
bath, living room, gourmet kitchen, gas fireplace, and fabulous attached courtyard. **The 
Historical adobe 1556 sq. ft. home has 3 bedrooms, one bath, full kitchen, living room, and 
nice front yard. 4. 168 sq. ft. historic log cabin that can be remodeled into an additional rental 
unit. The views are panoramic in all directions providing a peaceful atmosphere. ACCESS: 
Year-round off U.S. Hwy 160. ZONING: Residential/Commercial $690,000  MLS # 770529

14475 U S 160 • Del Norte

FOR SALE

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

This 2500 sq. ft. build-
ing is located at 102 
North Main St., in the 

thick of tourist traffic, in historic Creede, Colorado. 
The building is divided into two separate and operat-
ing retail spaces, but a common interior door could 
make this a large operating space. 1. Elk Country Bou-
tique on the corner of the building is a T-shirt Shop. 
2. Creede Olive Oil Shop. Both businesses draw visi-
tors as they walk the town shopping for unique gifts. 
Utilities include electric, pellet stove, Creede water & 

sewage, and phone. Each business has its own electrical meter and is paid for by that 
tenant. 1. Elk Country Boutique T-shirt Shop has an extremely high recap rate but 
will need to be kept as a T-shirt shop to obtain maximum income on the building. 2. 
Creede Olive Oil shop rents for $1300 per month year-round. The estimated total recap 
rate based on the above description is 15% to 20% annual return on investment. This 
historic building is located on Main Street in Creede, Colorado, and is a thriving busi-
ness. Creede is a major vacation destination and sportsmen’s dream paradise. $692,000  
MLS #774985 • 102 N Main Street • Creede

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Vests for Veterans

February Valentines 
Vest Drive

Vests for 
Veterans

Warm Hearts, Warm Homes!
Drop off a new or gently used women’s or men’s vest. Stay 

for a cup of coffee and sign up or call for a Free Home 
Market Evaluation with Bernadette Gingrass

FROM
‘FOR SALE’
TO ‘SOLD’
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$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

What a unique little place!  
The pizzas are delicious but 

the self service draft beer bar 
is a real treat!  Pour your own 
and sample any or all of the 

flavors!  Great fun!!
~ Dawn H., Google Reviews

NEW PIZZA OPTION
Caramelized Cheese Crust DETROIT Style Pizza

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Try Our New
Mountain Puffs!

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 1/31/2022.

with inbound fertilizer and slow 

with outbound fertilizer.

For example, Hampel said 
at the old facility it would take 
about three-fourths of a day to 

unload one rail car, which carries 

100 tons of dry fertilizer. The 

new facility will do the same 

amount in less than an hour.

Hampel said unloading a 
semi-truck would take about 
an hour in the old building, and 

in the new building, unloading 

could be accomplished in about 

10 minutes.

Hampel said the efficiency 
will be seen for loads going 

out. Depending on the size of 

the order, it would take most of 
a workday at the old building to 
fill it. At the new building, that 
same order could be filled in 
about an hour.

Hampel said the facility is 
also set up to electronically 

blend. Although the hoppers 

in the facility must be loaded 

manually, something as simple 

as a cell phone could be used to 

order and start the blend. 

Hampel is excited about the 
building.

“This building will serve our 

community, with high-quality 
fertilizers and chemicals and 

more,” he said.

Hampel  sa id  that  the 
efficiency of the new building 
is great, but they will still need 

skilled employees to run the 
machinery and connect with 

valued customers.

“Employees are the heart 
of MV Coop,” Hampel said, 
adding that with the new 

building MV Coop is expecting 

it to be busier than ever. Photos courtesy of MV Coop

MVC Continued from Page 1
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This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Open Mon.-Sat.

10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

CreedeThe Holy Moses

Make plans to host a 
party for the “BIG” 

game. We have a 
variety of chip dips and 
cheeseballs to make it a 

“Super Event”

of the signs that someone you know 
may be contemplating suicide. The 
warning signs to watch for suicide 
include talking about wanting to die 
or wanting to kill themselves, talking 
about feeling hopeless, feeling empty 
or having no reason to live, talking 
about feeling trapped or having no 
hope, feeling unbearable pain either 
emotional or physical, stating they are 
a burden to others, withdrawing from 
friends and family, saying goodbye to 
family and friends including giving 
away important possessions, talking or 
thinking about death and dying often, 
taking risks that could lead to death, 
and putting their affairs in order such 
as making a will.

Other signs include extreme 
mood swings, making a plan to kill 
themselves including researching 
suicide methods or buying a gun or 
stockpiling pills, excess emotions of 
rage, anxiety, agitation, guilt or shame, 
and excessive drug or alcohol use.

To learn more about suicide 
prevention or to get help go to https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org/.

LIFELINE
Continued from Page 1

With this type of extreme event, many 
people are wanting to help the people 
who lost everything. The best option 
to help those affected by the Marshall 
Fire is to give to a reputable charity 
organization. 

It is a sad fact that scammers often 
use well-publicized tragedies to take 
money from people wishing to help 
victims. Fake Go Fund Me pages, false 
Facebook donation pages, calls from 
people posing as charity workers and 
similar scams have been seen so far. 

The best way to avoid these scams 
is to donate directly to the charitable 
agencies in the Boulder County area. 
The Boulder County Community 
Foundation has created the Boulder 
County Wildfire Fund and is accepting 
cash donations for victims of the fire. 

You can donate at www.coloradogives.
org/bouldercountywildfirefund. This is 
a tax-deductible donation as the Boulder 
County Community Foundation is a 
non-profit organization. As of Jan. 5, 
the fund had raised over $12 million to 
help those affected by the fire.

Neptune Mountaineering was also 
holding a coat and shoe drive. They 
were accepting donations of new or 
like-new winter layers and shoes for 
people who lost clothing in the fire. 
Donations can be made at their store 
in Boulder at 633 South Broadway.

HELP Continued from Page 1

The mid-morning sun caused the 
snow crystals to glimmer in the bright 
light as they danced from the tracks I 
was creating in the snow. My snowshoes 
compressed the six inches of new snow 
that had fallen overnight, covering the 
firmer carpet of the early winter’s bounty.  
As I looked back on my tracks, I noted the 
valley floor was shrinking and realized 
that I had gained significant elevation. 
No wonder my legs were getting tired. 

Staring out across the vast expanse 
of the valley, I couldn’t help but to 
reflect on how lucky I am to have the 
San Luis Valley (SLV) and surrounding 
mountains as a playground. The 
legendary Colorado bluebird day had 
my spirits soaring, helping me ignore 
the fatigue in my legs as the top of the 
hill beckoned me. “Just a little farther,” I 
thought as I started out again. The ridge 
was not that far away, and I knew the 
view to the other side was stunning. I 
can make it. 

A minute later my world changed 
drastically as I felt the snow give way 
from under me and the weight of 
countless tons of snow began its violent 
descent down the mountain bowl I was 
trekking up. Seconds into the avalanche, 
I began tumbling for what felt like an 
eternity, with large chunks of snow 
relentlessly pummeling me as I fought 
for my life. Mercifully, the snow came to 
an abrupt halt and I managed to stop with 
my hands and head above the surface of 
the dense avalanche debris. I gathered 
my bearings and began the torturous task 
of digging myself out with only my cold 
hands to use as a shovel. I’m not sure 
how long it took me, but I finally dug 
out and hobbled back to the truck with 
one snowshoe and a severely bruised 

body. I was lucky. That, I knew for sure. 
This scenario never actually happened 

to me and is completely fictitious. 
But it is a possible scenario under the 
current conditions we are seeing in the 
mountains around the SLV. The early 
season snows on the north aspects 
have settled into a fine mess of “sugar” 
snow that has trouble bonding with 
anything, let alone the snow above. The 
heavy snows over the holidays brought 
glorious amounts of snow to a large 
area of the mountains on the west side 
of the SLV and Upper Rio Grande. This 
snow is settling, prompting the Colorado 
Avalanche Information Center (CAIC) 
to rate current danger as “Low.” The 
rating should not infer that there will 
not be avalanches. It just means that 
they are less likely to occur. But CAIC 
has been warning us all week that when 
avalanches DO occur, they have high 
possibility of breaking in very large 
slabs and becoming huge and dangerous 
avalanches. 

Taking a quick look at the earlier 
scenario we can find some of the basic 
winter backcountry travel rules that were 
broken. The list is not all inclusive. First, 
I was alone. That is not always inherently 
bad but, combined with other mistakes, 
it can prove to be a fatal one. Second, I 
didn’t have anyone tracking me. Third, 
my travel route was up the middle of a 
bowl. A better route would have been on 
the ridge. It depends on the snowpack, 
aspect, steepness, weather and my 
ability. Visiting the CAIC website would 
surely have advised me on a better route 
to travel that day. It also would have given 
me a fair warning on the consequences I 
faced if I did cause an avalanche. Finally, 
while I only inferred it, I didn’t have 

any avalanche safety equipment with 
me. Being alone, an airbag and shovel 
could have helped me stay near the top 
of the churning snow and provided me 
with a tool to help dig out. 

The forest hosted a well-attended 
online Avalanche Awareness session 
presented by CAIC last week. Local 
forecaster, Matt Huber, outlined some of 

the basic safety tips but more importantly, 
strongly urged winter outdoor recreation 
enthusiasts to get educated, get the gear 
and practice with it, before venturing out 
onto the steeper slopes that hold some 
degree of avalanche danger. I echo Matt’s 
words as I remind my readers that the 
scenario above truly IS possible, and 
perhaps, without the favorable outcome. 

Please don’t let it happen to you. 
The CAIC website is: https://www.

avalanche.state.co.us

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 
Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. An avid outdoor enthusiast, 
you’ll find him enjoying all public lands 
as often as possible. 

Land, Water & People
By gregg goodlandEncouraging Avalanche Awareness
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Did you know that you have 
the power to stop an overdose death 
with a simple and easy to use nasal 

spray called Naloxone? This lifesaving 
medication can reverse an opioid 

overdose and has 
saved countless 

lives. You can pick 
up your FREE 

dose of portable 
Naloxone at La Jara 
Health Mart Pharmacy 

located at 412 E Main St., La Jara. 
If you have any questions, please 

call (719) 274-5109, and for further 
information about Naloxone and how it 

works, please visit Narcan.com

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.rorg

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Lost & 

Found!

Found earlier 
this month in 

Del Norte. 

Chico is about 
6 years old and 
is a jack russell 

mix. He’s a very 
sweet guy that’s 

a little nervous 
at first, but 

makes friends 
very quickly. 

Chico is a pretty 
quiet guy who 
loves spending 

time with the 
people he loves. 
Come meet him 

today!

Simon is a hand-
some Boxer/Bully 
mix, who loves to 

play. We believe 
he’s about 6 and 

a half months 
old, and hasnt 

met many dogs 
that he doesn’t 
like. A little on 

the vocal side but 
perfect for people 
who  have kids or 

spend a lot of time 
outside. Is Simon 
the guy for you?

Mike is about 6 years 
old and is a shepherd 
mix. He’s an older 
guy looking for a 
comfy couch to lay 
on with someone to 
give him plenty of 
pets. He does good 
with other dogs but 
as always meet and 
greets are required 
just to be sure ev-
eryone gets along. If 
Mike sounds like he’s 
a good match for you 
come see him today!

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

05 Notices
If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and religion; 
contact BahaiFaithFriends@gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual  conver-
sation, second Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m.(01/26)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted 
Creede Arts Council seeking 
part-time Program Coordinator. 
Administrative and computer skills 
required. Info at creedeartscouncil.
com. Send cover letter, resume and 
references to: PO Box 392, Creede, 
CO 81130 or email to creedesculp-
ture@gmail.com. (2/9)

Need Full-Time Farm Help Must 

Know How to Weld and Know your 
way around a farm Call 850-2137. 
(2/16)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill 
a full-time position for a Teller in 
the Creede Branch.  Duties will be 
to accept deposits, loan payments 
and process withdrawals while 
maintaining a balanced cash drawer.  
Must be personable and pleasant 
answering the phone and greeting 
customers.  Many other duties will 
be assigned as needed.  The position 
is permanent, full-time, M – F, 8am 
– 4:30pm with ½ hour lunch and a 
robust benefits package.  Applica-
tion available at TrueLocalBank.
com/careers or inquire at 117 N. 
Main, Creede or call 719-657-3376 
and ask for Dawn.   EOE. (2/9)
ACA PRODUCTS, BUENA VISTA, 
CO IS A SAND, GRAVEL, AS-
PHALT & CONCRETE SUPPLIER. 
WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLI-
CATIONS FOR CDL DRIVERS 
(A & B), CRUSHER PERSON-
NEL, LOADER OPERATORS, 
AND MECHANICS.   EXPE-
RIENCE A PLUS BUT WILL 
TRAIN THE RIGHT PERSON. 
COMPETITIVE WAGE DE-
PENDING ON EXPERIENCE.  

FULL TIME POSITION WITH 
HEALTH INSURANCE, 401K, 
VACATION AND SOME PAID 
HOLIDAYS, EEO.  MUST PASS 
PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG 
TEST.  NO PHONE CALLS, AP-
PLY IN PERSON AT 702 GREGG 
DRIVE, BUENA VISTA, CO, 
FIND APPLICATION ONLINE @ 
WWW.ACAPRODUCTS.COM, 
FAX TO 719/395-3794, OR E-
MAIL TO BCRITES@ACAPROD-
UCTS.COM. (2/9) 

Farm assistant needed for hay 
and grain operation near Center, 
CO. Person needs to be versatile, 
willing to help where and when 
needed in all areas of the opera-
tion including farming, mainte-

nance and general repairs, clean-
ing equipment, pivot irrigation, 
burning ditches, trucking, etc. 
Responsibilities include operating 
tractors with various tillage imple-
ments and hay equipment to put up 
hay and straw. Grain operation re-

quires work in and around grain bins 
transferring grain using augers and 
grain vacs, shoveling and sweeping 
grain. Person will also haul grain to 
and from on-farm storage; having 
a CDL is not required, but good 
driving record with experience 
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Bluestone
Contracting
281-229-1439

Staining/Painting

Justin Blackmon
Owner

Del Norte, Colorado
South Fork, Colorado

justinblackmon62@gmail.com

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Title 
Needed!

Open Mon-Fri 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.229-C Adams St. • Monte Vista

THE COMM SHACK
Communications Shack, LLC

Specializing in CB, Ham, 
GMRS, Scanners & Shortwave 

Radios and Cell Phones.

Locally Sourced
Gifts & Souvenirs
719-239-1811 • CommunicationsShack.com

New Year
New Items
New Sale!

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Valley Wide Classifieds
and ability to drive tractor/trailer 
is needed. Pay range depends on 
experience, $14-$20 per hour. Call 
303-319-9830 (2/9)

The Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office, Jail Division, is accepting 
applications for Full-Time And 
Part-Time Dispatcher/Jailer. Ap-
plicants must be at least 21 Years of 
age and have a high school educa-
tion or GED. Must be proficient in 
Computers, be able to multi-task and 
be a problem solver. Requires work-
ing with County Jail inmates and 
have a valid Colorado Driver’s Li-
cense. Medical and Dental benefits 
and 401 K Options are available for 
Full-Time Employees. Starting pay 
is $14.42 per hour. Applicants must 
pass a criminal background check 
as well as a drug screening test. Ap-
plications may be picked up at the 
Sagauche County Sheriff’s Office 
located at 530 5th Street, Saguache, 
CO. or by calling 719-655-2544. 
Saguche County Sheriff’s Office is 
an equal opportunity employer. (2/9)
WANTED:  Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is hiring for 
Operator I positions….$18.22/
hour REQUIREMENTS:  Appli-
cants must possess a current Class-A 
CDL license with heavy semi-truck 
endorsement and a current medical 
certificate.  Applicants should have 
a high school diploma or GED and 
six months or more of relevant ex-
perience.  Prospective employees 
applying with Saguache County 
will be required to submit and pass a 
pre-employment drug screening and 
criminal background check. Opera-
tor I is a full time position – appli-
cants must be able to operate light 
and heavy equipment and perform 
manual labor in the maintenance, 
repair and minor construction of 
roads, streets, bridges, signs, mark-
ings and related facilities.  Appli-
cants must be physically capable 
of periods of sustained physical 
exertion and may be required to lift 
and move up to 75 lbs. to 150 lbs.  
Applications are available at the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
Office 305 3rd Street, PO Box 476, 
Saguache, CO  81149 – 719-655-
2554 or on the Saguache County 
website – saguachecounty.colorado.
gov under the Road and Bridge 
Department tab.  Please fill out and 
submit the Drivers-Application.  A 
complete job description is avail-
able at the Road and Bridge Office. 
Completed applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until qualified candidates are hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. ( 1/26)

The Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for Full-Time Dispatch/Jailer. 
Applicants must be 21 years old 
and have a high school educa-
tion or GED. Applicants must be 
proficient in computers, be able to 
multi-task, a problem solver and 
requires working with county Jail 
Inmates. Applications must pass a 
criminal background check as well 
as a drug Test. Applications may be 
picked up at the Saguache County 

Sheriff’s Office located at 530 5th 
St., Saguache, CO.
Phone 719-655-2544. The Sagauche 
County Sheriff’s Office is an equal 
opportunity employer. Positions are 
open until filled. (2/16)

12 Houses for Rent
Available for rent in Del Norte: Re-
modeled 1 bedroom/1 bath unit for 
one person. $600/month, inclusive 
of water and sewer.  No pets. Call 
719-850-0750.(2/16)

27 Appliances
Stainless Double Door Refrigera-
tor Works Great 35” Wide 68” High 
$250 Call 719-206-3132

28 Household Goods
Metal Security Double Front 
Doors 66” Wide 80” High $200, 
Also Nice Oak Futon $150. Call 
719-206-3124. (2/16)

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood for sale $180.00 per 

cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call 
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. (3/22)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(2/2)

S T E E L S T O R A G E  C O N -
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Partner to “oohed”
 6. Relaxing places
10. Humorous monologue
14. Simple elegance
15. Bearable
17. Disobedience
19. Express delight
20. Gov’t attorneys
21. Wake up
22. A type of band
23. Remain as is
24. Turfs
26. Battle-ax
29. Volcanic crater
31. The mother of Jesus
32. One’s life history
34. “Rule, Britannia” composer
35. Doubles
37. Jacob __, American 

journalist
38. House pet
39. S. African river
40. Broad sashes
41. Establish as a foundation
43. KGB double agent 

Aldrich __
45. Part of a book
46. Taxi
47. Pancakes made from 

buckwheat flour
49. Train group (abbr.)
50. Frames per second
53. Have surgery
57. Formal withdrawal from a 

federation
58. Guitarist sounds
59. Greek war god

60. 2,000 lbs.
61. Helps escape

CLUES DOWN
 1. Currency exchange charge
 2. River in Tuscany
 3. Breakfast dish
 4. Defunct European currency
 5. Upper class young woman
 6. Part of a purse
 7. Self-contained units
 8. Boxing’s GOAT
 9. Legislators
10. Flightless birds
11. U. of Miami’s mascot is one
12. Floating ice
13. Low, marshy land
16. Seldom
18. Lyric poems
22. Law enforcement agency 

(abbr.)
23. Full extent of something
24. __ Claus
25. Naturally occurring solid 

material

27. Acquired brain injury 
behavior science (abbr.)

28. Thirteen
29. Partner to cheese
30. Member of a Semitic people
31. One thousandth of an inch
33. Former CIA
35. Most lemony
36. Engage in
37. Small Eurasian deer
39. Provisions
42. All humans have them
43. Swiss river
44. Storage term (abbr.)
46. Famed Broadway lyricist 

Sammy
47. Dutch colonist
48. Full-grown pike fish
49. Egyptian sun god
50. Flute
51. Flew off!
52. Scottish tax
53. Young women’s association
54. Populous Brazilian city
55. Malaysian Isthmus
56. Pointed end of a pen

TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are water 
& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. – 
Your Total Storage Solution! 719-
850-0346 (03/22TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT 
AND SMALLER. We Stock Invert-
ers, Charge Controllers and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Rolls, More. We Also 
Carry Cable and PV Wire. Thank 
you for Buying At Bontrager’s Va-
riety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte 
Vista. 719-852-0500. (TFN) (2/2)

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment 
 Front Weight for a 4850 John 
Deer Tractor. Call 588-9521. (2/16) 

42 Feed & Seed
Oat and Pea 3x4 Bales at $165 a 
ton. Triticale at $125 a ton. Con-
tact us at 719-588-4987 in Moffat, 
Colorado (2/16)

Premium alfalfa and alfalfa/grass, 
small bales, barn stored, $9.00 
per bale. Call me 719-580-2509 to 
bill on credit card or bill me John 
Schoolland 2991 county road 9 
south Alamosa CO. 81101 (2/16)
Alfalfa, horse and cow hay, also oat 
hay small bales in La Jara. Call 719-
588-4022 or 719-580-5772. (2/16)

48 Pets & Supplies
Banddog mastiff puppies. Brindle 
and solid colors. Asking $250. 719-
480-0118

Great Pyrenees male puppies  
$400, 6 wks. Call/text 719.298.2504 

(2/2) 

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
JUNK AND UNWANTED VE-
HICLES We pickup, no title ok. 
719-937-7935. 719-849-8491(TFN 
3/1)

64 Autos for Sale
Super nice 2007 Volvo XC90 for 
sale. Bright red, garaged, excellent 
condition, Sport Edition. Well main-
tained Call 719-849-9496. (2/16)

65 Professional 

Services
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(03/01)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 
Professional installation. Guaran-
teed lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-
903-1403. (12/01/2021)TFN

Valley Wide Classifieds

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook
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Please register each person (x) for specific days; One day $50 
or entire conference $100. Spouse is $30/day or $60 entire 
conference. Please indicate which days you will attend. Thank you!

COST CALCULATIONS:

Name  Name

Spouse  Spouse

Tues., Feb. 1st (   ) Tues., Feb. 1st (   )

Wed., Feb. 2nd (   ) Wed., Feb. 2nd (   )

Thurs., Feb. 3rd (   ) Thurs., Feb. 3rd (   )
      Total $        Total $

Name  Name

Spouse  Spouse

Tues., Feb. 1st (   ) Tues., Feb. 1st (   )

Wed., Feb. 2nd (   ) Wed., Feb. 2nd (   )

Thurs., Feb. 3rd (   ) Thurs., Feb. 3rd (   )
      Total $        Total $

Total Fee included with this form $

Check No.      Cash

Ski Hi Park & 
McMullen Building

Monte Vista
February 1-3, 2022

40th
 Annual

PULL-OUT
S
E
C
T
I
O
N

Education Program
& Trade ShowCultivating Ideas for Growth

Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agriculture 
Conference Sponsors

Diamond Sponsors:
Monte Vista Coop

Air Program
Bayer

Sygenta
Yara

 Platinum Sponsors:
Wenta Nip
Agri-Stor

 
Gold Sponsors:

Certis

CIA Leavitt
Corteva AgriScience

 
Silver Sponsors:

Wilber Ellis
Teleos Ag Solution

Meal Sponsors:
Monte Vista Coop

Frontier Bank- Alamosa
CPAC

Sunflower Bank
SLV REC/ Ciello

Del Norte Bank
SLV Federal Bank

Rio Grande Grain & 
Seed

Farm Credit
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719-754-2681
55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

The Power to Work Together

Alamosa 
701 West Ave

Off: (719) 589-4962
TF: (800) 241-4962

Craig
3025 West Victory Way

Off: (970) 824-6163
TF: (800) 254-4020

Fruita
1984 Hwy. 6 & 50

Off: (970) 241-5566
TF: (855) 256-556

Monte Vista
1345 North Hwy 285
Off: (719) 852-5928
TF: (800) 952-5928

Montrose
4766 N Townsend

Off: (970) 249-4990
TF: (800) 638-4774

www.ustractor.com

By larry BroWn

Farming and ranching in the 
21st century can be complicated, 
expensive and risky. In the San 
Luis Valley, farmers and ranchers 
drive much of the local economy 
despite these challenges. 

Recent Colorado Department 
of Agriculture statistics show the 
value of crops and livestock pro-
duced in the San Luis Valley at 
$370 million annually and USDA 
statistics show SLV ag production 
up to $435 million in good years.

But good years don’t come easy. 
Farmers and ranchers are constant-
ly studying and learning through-
out the year, striving to expand 
their knowledge and improve their 
practices. The Southern Rocky 

Celebrating 40 years of agriculture 
education in the San Luis Valley

Mountain Agriculture Conference 
is one of the key places producers 
go for continuing education.

Celebrating its 40th anniversary 
this year, the Ag Conference is 
scheduled for Feb. 1-3 at the new 
event center at Ski Hi Park in 
Monte Vista.

Combining the best of Exten-
sion educational programs 

The Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference was born 
from CSU Extension’s Potato and 
Grain School, founded by Exten-
sion Agronomy Agent Merlin 
Dillon in the early 1980s and 
held annually in February. A few 
years later, SLV Extension Live-
stock Agent Larry Brown started 

an annual Livestock Producer’s 
Seminar, held in early December. 
In the late 1990s, these two Exten-
sion educational events combined 
to become the Southern Rocky 
Mountain Ag Conference. Since 
then, the conference has grown 
exponentially. The last full confer-
ence in February 2020 had about 
100 vendors and 300 producers 
attending the educational program. 

 
Practical education for pro-

ducers   
The Ag Conference provides 

the latest local and regional re-
search information available for 
producers to not only improve 
their operations but to become 
more successful. The agenda in-

cludes educational programs on a 
breadth of topics including crop 
and livestock care, grazing best 
practices, ag law and economics, 
family farm succession and estate 
planning, drought resiliency and 
groundwater management, soil 
health and more.  

 
Learn more and register today  
The Southern Rocky Mountain 

Ag Conference provides informa-
tion for sustainable and profit-
able production and management 
strategies for potato growers, 
small grain, forage growers and 
livestock producers in the San Luis 
Valley. Register for the upcoming 
conference online at www.agcon-
ferencesrm.com. 

For  more information,  cal l 
Brown, director of the SLV Area 
CSU Extension Office, at 719-
852-7381.

 
About CSU Extension 
CSU Extension empowers Colo-

radans to address important and 
emerging community needs using 
dynamic, science-based education-
al resources. For over 100 years, 
CSU Extension has helped people 
in Colorado find the answers they 
need for a healthy home life, 
successful business and thriving 
community. We bring the Univer-
sity’s research-based resources 
to local communities across the 
state. Learn more at extension.
colostate.edu.

File photo

Demonstrations were plentiful at Monte Vista Co-op product show

A look back at history of 
Southern Rocky Mountain 

Agriculture Conference
By lyndSie ferrell 

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Looking 
back over the past 40 years, 
the Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference began as a 
small, educational conference for 
local and visiting agricultural leaders. 

According to local historians, 
there were a couple of ag-related 
educational events and product shows 
happening at different times in the 
San Luis Valley that ultimately joined 
forces to become the Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agriculture Conference.

An article in the 1982 Monte Vista 
Journal writes about the formation of 
the Monte Vista Cooperative in 1949 
which later led to the Monte Vista 
Product Show and the annual Monte 
Vista Cooperative meeting which 
took place in the spring of 1982.

During that time, the Monte 
Vista Cooperative welcomed guest 
speakers like Current General 
Manager Doyle Smith and even 
an appearance by Denver Broncos 
receiver Steve Watson. The first 
show included an agricultural history 

presentation slide show of agriculture 
in the San Luis Valley which was 
created by Don Proffer through the 
Don J. Proffer Production Company. 

The two-day event featured 
contests and prizes, special events 

for ranchers, farmers and agricultural 
leaders, merchandise sales, and even 
a chance for one lucky lady to win 
$6,100 to go toward a new kitchen. 
Guests also attended a pancake dinner 

Please see SHOW on Page 3
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At Stone’s we’ve always been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres • 719-754-3453

We’re proud to partner with the industry’s most 
innovative brands to bring the latest technology 

and products for all of the Valley’s crops, creating 
solutions to keeping local growers sustainable. 

For over 60 years, Stone’s Farm Supply has been 
invested in the success of local farmers. We provide the 
fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides, custom application, 
equipment and planning needed to help your crops 
and your farm grow, from planting through harvest. 
Stop by to talk about how our services can enhance 

your success, the coffee is always on.

TRACTORS

(719) 852-0200 office 

(719) 852-2767 fax 

Cell: (719) 850-2804

Email: ricmyers@gojade.org 

www.valleytractorrepair.com 

Valley Tractor Repair
2573 S. County Road 6E • Monte Vista CO 81144

Ric Myers, Owner

and competed in a pie-eating contest.  
In the years since the first 

product show, long-time Monte 
Vista resident and Monte Vista 
Agriculture Committee member 
through the Monte Vista Chamber of 
Commerce, Karla Shriver, said that 
the chamber created a committee for 
the agricultural show that was held at 
the Adams State University campus 
and served as an educational seminar 
and conference for members.

In 1987, Shriver joined the 
agricultural committee and was later 
appointed Chair in 1988 and that was 
the first year it moved to Monte Vista 
and became the only agricultural show 
for the area.

“I became chair of the committee 
in 1988 which was the first year 
it was in Monte Vista. Previously 
it was held in Alamosa at Adams 
State University for a few years, 
before moving to Monte Vista. It 
was primarily educational then — 
not many vendors. It was moved to 
Monte Vista as there was no place 

at the college to display large pieces 
of equipment and we didn’t have a 
large space for vendors to display 
their products for farmers-ranchers 
to look at,” Shriver said. 

At the time, Janice Schnieder 
was the Monte Vista Chamber 
of Commerce manager, and the 
committee did everything from 
setting it up to taking it down, Shriver 
said. 

“We had a good group of people 
on the committee,” Shriver said. 
“We did everything. We set up the 
booth spaces, tables and chairs, 
made coffee, did the janitorial duties 
every morning — sweeping the floor 
and hauling out the trash whenever 
needed. The building was completely 
full of vendors even back then. We 
also used the McMullen Building 
for display of large equipment back 
then, too. That was about the time 
the bowling alley opened. We had 
our first social hour at the bowling 
alley. It was a good party. We never 
did that again. The money raised by 

the Agricultural Committee from this 
event supported the operations of the 
whole chamber even back then. It still 
does today for the most part.” 

Now, 40 years later, the Southern 
Rocky Mountain Agriculture 
Conference has grown to something 
that is looked forward to every year by 
ranchers and farmers from throughout 
the state. 

This year’s conference on Feb. 1-3 
will host keynote speakers including 
Jim Yahn, manager for North Sterling 
Irrigation District, Jim Gerrish, 
a grazing expert, consultant, and 
speaker, Dan Waldvogle, director of 
External Affairs for Rocky Mountain 
Farmers Union, and Jeff Tranel, 
Colorado State University Regional 
Extension Specialist — Agricultural 
and Business Management Economist. 

Guests and visitors can enjoy 
the new Ski Hi event center. For 
more information and a full agenda 
of the Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference, visit www.
agconferencesrm.com.

SHOW Continued from Page 2

When it comes to diminishing 
water  suppl ies ,  J im Yahn 
knows what he is talking about, 
especially related to working 
with an over-appropriated system, 
well curtailment, and the impact on 
a community when wells are shut 
off. The similarity to circumstances 
in the San Luis Valley makes what 
Yahn has to say highly relevant.

Jim Yahn is the manager of 
the North Sterling and Prewitt 
Reservoirs, a position that he 
has held for over 29 years. He 
is responsible for overseeing the 
diversion and distribution of water 
to over 350 farmers. Together the 
reservoirs are a source of irrigation 
water for approximately 70,000 
acres.

Yahn was appointed by the 
Governor to the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board to serve as 
the South Platte Director in 2016 
where he served for five years, 
including one year as chairperson. 
Jim has also been a member of the 
South Platte Basin Roundtable 
since its inception in 2005, serving 
as chair from 2009-2012. He 
currently serves as the roundtable’s 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Jim Yahn — Manager 
of North Sterling ID

representative to the Interbasin 
Compact Committee.

Jim is a registered professional 
engineer, receiving his B.S. in 
Agricultural Engineering from 
Colorado State University. Prior 
to his employment with the North 
Sterling and Prewitt he worked as a 
private consulting engineer in Fort 
Collins for 5 years. He is a native of 
Colorado growing up on a family 
ranch, which used water from the 
North Sterling Reservoir System.

Jim Yahn is the Keynote Speaker, 
presenting on Wednesday, Feb. 2, 
at 1:30 p.m.

File photo by Mechel Meek

Potato fields in bloom are com-
mon sight in the area, along 
with alfalfa,  canola, various 
grains and many other crops 
growing in the rich farming 
communities in the San Luis 
Valley.

Flowers of spring
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PEPPER
EQUIPMENT

Produce industry Solutions

719-852-4092

0931 N. HWY 285 • Monte Vista

Event center ready to shine for SRM Ag Conference

Courtesy photos

By Marie MccolM  
The new Monte Vista event center 

at Ski Hi Park is making its official 
grand debut as it will be in full use 
for the 40th annual Southern Rocky 
Moutain Agriculture Conference on 
Feb. 1-3. 

The project is nearly complete, 
enough so that it will be utilized 
for the ag conference. It was used 
partially last year at the Ski Hi Stam-
pede and the San Luis Valley Fair. 

The building was a want for the 
area for years and gained momen-
tum in recent years as fundraising 
for the multi-million project be-
gan in earnest spearheaded by the 
Friends of Ski Hi. 

“The vision behind the new Ski Hi 
building had been there for a really 
long time,” stated Karla Shriver, 
chairperson for the Friends of Ski 
Hi. “This idea was there as early as 
2006, 2007, the only thing that was 
not, was the funding. The funding 
really came from grants and com-
munity donations and involvement; 
it really just took off from there.”   

On Sept. 4, 2019, Friends of 
Ski Hi Park presented the idea 
and preliminary design to the City 
Council for a multi-purpose Ski Hi 
building, and other changes to the 
Ski Hi complex in Monte Vista. 
The plan included the demolition 
of the multipurpose building and 
pool area on the property and re-
placing it with a 30,000 square foot 
event center. 

The new building would occupy 
the same space but would be slightly 
narrower from north to south, and 
slightly longer, by about 30 to 40 
feet from east to west. The main 
entrance would be on the west side 
of the building, and the picnic area 
would be moved to the west side. 

Representatives from Alcon Con-
struction were excited to voice their 

opinions at this meeting, citing that 
the multi-purpose recreation area 
would be designed and constructed 
in consideration of multiple events 
taking place in the area including 
roller derby, basketball, wrestling, 
volleyball and other potential events 
such as dances and festivals. 

The goal was to have the project 
completed by March of 2021. For-
mer Monte Vista Forest Neuerburg 
discussed using the proposed one-
cent sales tax at the introductory 
meeting in 2019 to maintain the Ski 
Hi complex. The proposed plan was 
passed by the council thus starting 
the early phase of the Ski Hi project. 

In 2020, the Friends of Ski Hi 
along with the City of Monte Vista 
and Alcon Construction, officially 
announced that the building for the 
Ski Hi complex had been ordered. 
The $8 million project kicked off in 
2020 with a local donation campaign 
early in the year. Within months, 
over $772,000 had been raised by 
the community to go toward the 
project. 

The full demolition of the Ski Hi 
complex began and was complete 
in July of 2020 and, the new steel 

structure frame for the new building 
came together in January of 2021. 

At a City Council meeting in De-
cember of 2021, new City Manager 
Gigi Dennis announced that the Ski 
Hi complex was nearly complete. 
Dennis said the City of Monte Vista 
was excited to see it ready enough 
to be used for the ag conference in 
February of 2022. 

“All of the hard work that has 
happened because of our commu-
nity involvement in donating and 
dedication by the city and so many 
wonderful people and workers has 
really paid off,” Dennis said in a 

recent interview with Valley Pub-
lishing. “The city is excited to see 
this project come together.” 

Shriver said the project was a 
testament to a lot of challenging 
work by many people and a giving 
community. 

“It’s great to see this near comple-
tion,” Shriver said. “We are so 
thankful for the outpouring of dona-
tions from the community, for the 
city’s hard work and dedication to 

the project, for Alcon Construction 
who put in many donated hours of 
hard work for this project. We are 
grateful for the grants, for all of 
the people who really brought this 
together, for everything. 

“It’s been amazing, to watch our 
community come together and really 
make this happen,” Shriver said.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the complex has been planned for 
February.
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RPM ADVANCED PLUS™ 
With a simple to use 

touchscreen display, the RPM 
Advanced Plus Main Control 

Panel comes equipped with all 
the advanced features needed 

for your smart irrigation 
practice.

RPM ANNEX™
Utilizing 

the backend 
components of an 

existing control 
panel, the RPM 

Annex allows you 
to upgrade to the latest pivot control 

technology for a fraction of the cost.

RPM CONNECT™
Designed for today’s 

progressive farmer, the 
RPM Connect Main Control 

Panel utilizes remote 
control technology and 

comes equipped with all the 
necessary features to keep 
you connected.

Central 
Pump 

Company
719-754-3936

570 E Hwy 112
Center

www.cpcpump.com

www.reinke.com

1/
2
  mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy. 1403 Tremont, Alamosa

Not responsible for printing errors.

See us for all of your Alfalfa needs. Call Store for details.

Grass & Pasture 
mixes available.

719-274-5857

File photo

Cows and various other live-
stock thrive on the rich pasture 
land in and around the San Luis 
Valley.

Chef Jason K. Morse 
presenting demonstration
Chef Jason has spent a lifetime 

behind the grills and smokers and is 
now able to interact with consumers 
daily to help them cook better with 
some of the best grilling and smoking 
tools on the market. As the Ace 
Hardware National Spokesperson 
and BBQ Expert, Chef Jason is proud 
to call Ace his culinary home. Chef 
Jason helps make grilling fun, tasty 
and makes it easy to create bbq magic 
in your own backyard.

Jason is a Certified Executive Chef 
and member of the American Culinary 
Federation. Jason has been featured 
on the Food Network, National and 
Local Media segments, was a morning 
show chef for a Denver Radio station 
and currently produces the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture monthly 
recipes for local Colorado media.

Jason has been published in the 

Colorado Classique Junior League 
of Denver Cookbook, and various 
local publications. Chef works 
with many Colorado Agricultural 
groups like, Colorado Farm Bureau, 
Colorado Beef Council, Colorado 
Pork Producers, Colorado Potatoes, 
Colorado Wool Growers Association 
and the Colorado Department of 
Agriculture.

Jason works with and supports 
groups like the Ace Foundation, 
Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals, The Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society and The Colorado 
FFA Foundation.

Chef Jason attended Johnson and 
Wales University in Charleston, SC 
and graduated Summa cum laude 
and was honored with the Apprenti 
Cuisinier award for Classic French 
pastry, among other prestigious 

culinary honors.
Chef Jason Morse is presenting 

a potato cooking demonstration on 
Tuesday, Feb. 1, for Social Hour at 
5 p.m.

Cows enjoy the rich pasture 
land found around the Valley

Full Conference 
Registration

• $103.50

• Registration — $100 per person; Spouse $60

• Administration Fee — $2.10-3.50 each

• Registration fee includes the Educational Program, 

two meals and two breaks per day, plus the social hour.

• Register online at www.agconferencesrm.com

Single Day Registration

• $51.75

• Registration – $50 per person; Spouse $30

• Administration Fee — $1.10-1.75 each

• Registration fee includes the Educational Program, 

two meals and two breaks per day, plus the social hour.

• Register online at www.agconferencesrm.com
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Ag Conference Schedule
Tuesday, Feb. 1
8 a.m. — Welcome, Intro & Survey, Larry Brown, CSU Area Extension 

Director & Agent 

8:10 a.m. — Ag Labor Law Update, Dan Waldvogle, Director of External 

Affairs, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union 

8:45 a.m. — Legislative Update, James Henderson, Vice President, Colorado 

Farm Bureau 

9:15 a.m. — Potato Profit Value, Tanner Ehmke, Lead Economist, CoBank
10 a.m. — Break 

10:30 a.m. — Family Farm Estate Planning, Jeff Tranel, Regional Ext. 

Specialist, CSU Extension & Norm Dalsted, PhD, Professor CSU 

(Blue Room) 

10:30 a.m. — Input Cost, Trevor Geist, Colorado Area Manager & Chad 

Hodgson, Division Marketing Manager, Nutrien Ag Solutions 

10:30 a.m. — DEMO: Bubbler Systems, Wade Henderson, PE, Ski Hi 

Engineering, McMullen Building 

10:50 a.m. — NPC Political Update, Mike Wenkel, COO, National Potato 

Council 

11:25 a.m. — Marketing Update, John Toaspern, Chief Marketing Officer, 
Potatoes, USA 

12 p.m. — Lunch 

1:30 p.m. — Reveille Seed Panel, Samuel Essah, Associate Professor, 

Potato Management and Physiology & Isabel Vales, PhD, Associate 

Professor, Texas A&M 

1:30 p.m. — DEMO: Powder River Livestock Equipment, Justin Gilmore, 

Monte Vista Coop, McMullen Building 

2:30 p.m. — Breeding for Disease Resistance, New Breeder Intro — David 

Holm PhD., Prof of Horticulture (Potato Breeding) 

2:30 p.m. — Running on all Cylinders-cultivating being healthy and Happy, 

Dan Waldvogle, Rocky Mountain Farmers Union (Orange Room) 

3 p.m. — Break 

3:30 p.m. — Storage and Warehouse Practices to Improve Tuber Quality, 

Sastry Jayanty, PhD, Associate Professor, Post-Harvest Physiologist, 

SLV Research Center, CSU 

3:30 p.m. — Soil Health Research, Jorge Ibarra Caballero, PhD, CSU 

Research (Orange Room) 

3:30 p.m. — Nutrition by Hubbard, Monte Vista Coop, McMullen Building 

4 p.m. — Historical Perspectives for the Value of Potato Varieties Grown in 

Colorado, Rebecca Hill, PhD, Research Scientist/Scholar II, CSU 

4 p.m. — Colorado Certified Seed Update, Andrew Houser, PhD, PCS 
Manager, SLV Research Center (Orange Room) 

4:30 p.m. — The Risk of Powdery Scab in Potatoes — Increased knowledge 

on Environmental Factors that encourage disease development, Yuan 

Zeng, PhD, Dept of Agricultural Biology, CSU 

4:30 p.m. — Introduction and Q&A of new pathologist, Mohamed Chik-Ali, 

New Pathologist (Orange Room) 

5 p.m. — Social Hour — Gourmet Cooking, Sponsored by CPAC

Wednesday, Feb. 2
8 a.m. — Welcome, Survey, Larry Brown, CSU Area Extension Director & 

Agent 

8:10 a.m. — Soil Health Connection to Water Conservation, Gabriella 

Coughlin, Middle Rio Grande Conservation District in New Mexico, 

Agronomist/Agroecologist 

8:10 a.m. — Grazing Symposium, Jim Gerrish, American Grazing Lands 

Services, LLC (Orange Room) 

8:45 a.m. — Current Insurance Programs, Chayito Espinoza, Mountain West 

Insurance 

9 a.m. — Soil Moisture Sensors, Patrick O’Neill, Soil Health Services 

9:10 a.m. — Drought Tolerant Alfalfa Varieties, Ian Ray, PhD, Professor of 

Agronomy-New Mexico State University 

10 a.m. — Break 

10:20 a.m. — Diamond Sponsor Commercial 

10:30 a.m. — Grazing Symposium: Drought Resiliency, Grazing Croplands, 

Jim Gerrish, American Grazing Lands Services LLC (Orange Room) 

10:30 a.m. — Family Farm Estate Planning, Jeff Tranel, Regional Ext. 

Specialist, CSU Extension (Blue Room) 

10:30 a.m. — Alfalfa Deficit Irrigation, Perry Cabot, Water Resources 
Specialist—Western Region, Western Colorado Research Center, 

CSU Extension 

10:30 a.m. — DEMO: Combine Calibration for Grain Harvest, US Tractor & 

Harvest, McMullen Building 

11:15 a.m. — Colorado State University Extension Roll out, Larry Brown, 

CSU Area Director and Agent & Zach Czarnecki, SLVRC Manager, 

CSU 

11:30 a.m. — Soil Health for Pasture Systems, Annie Overlin, Regional 

Extension Specialist — Range, CSU Extension (Orange Room) 

12 p.m. — Lunch 

Rio Grande 
Bentonite 

(719) 580-6652

Attention 
Farmers and 

Ranchers:
Seal your leaking livestock 
tanks, ponds & reservoirs 

with bentonite.

Spring Special
10% OFFSteffens & Co. Realty, Inc.

Bruce Steffens, Broker/Owner
30635 US Hwy 160 • P.O. Box 205 

South Fork • (719) 873-1700
          steff@gojade.org www.steffenscorealty.com

WE NEED YOUR 
FARM OR RANCH

We have buyers, with cash, looking for 
Agriculture Lands From 1 quarter, 2-4 quarters, 

5-10 quarters, and up.

Any size of Farm or Ranch, can close by May 1!

Consistently one of the Top Farm/Ranch 
Brokers in Southern Colorado.

100% Agriculture driven business model.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT OR TO FIND 
OUT THE TRUE VALUE OF YOUR 

AG. PROPERTY CALL: STEFFENS & 
COMPANY REALTY, INC. 719-873-1700All inquires and information is kept strictly confidential.

OVER $205,000,000 IN SALES 
THE LAST 6 YEARS WITHIN 
THE S.L.V. AND CLIMBING.

File photo
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Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Established Farm ! 472 Acres of quality 
farm ground with 30 shares of Rio Grande 

and 15 shares Santa Maria Water!
Many Established good wells and 3 recharge 
ponds. Center pivots, outbuildings, several grain 
bins, green houses, 75,300sqft. Potato storage 
with computerized climate control.
$5,200,000 MLS# 784810

Prime Commercial Property! 
Awesome building on 

Highway 285 that would 
work great for any type of 

business.
$445,000 MLS#787380

Beautiful 320 acre farm north 
of the Rio Grande River and 
Monte Vista. This farm has 
22.5 shares of Rio Grande 
Canal, 10 shares of Santa 
Maria, 2 irrigation wells.

$2,245,000 MLS#787915

The 40-acre National Hemp 
Exchange property offers a turn-
key, vertically integrated Hemp 

operation, strategically positioned 
in one of the premier hemp 

production zones of Colorado.
$2,950,000 MLS#768374

LENCO
GRIMME
SPUDNIK
NEW HOUSE
Greentronics
Agparts
Black Ace
Broekema
Kryptane
Noffsinger
Lemken
Hydraulic Systems

LENCO WEST, Inc.

121 N. Broadway

Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-0299

* Committed to Quality & Service

Justin Pepper - President
(719) 850-0126 Cell

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
owned business 

specializing in 
potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
solutions.

Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

1:30 p.m. — Keynote Speaker 

2:30 p.m. — Third Trimester Nutrition for Cattle, Michael Fisher, Interim Extension Co-

Regional Director, CSU (Orange Room) 

2:30 p.m. — Producer Input for $20,000 Investment in SLV Value Added Ag, Becca 

Jablonski, PhD, Asst. Prof. Ag and Resources Economics (will continue at 5 p.m. in 

Blue Room) 

3:30 p.m. — Meat Goat Panel — Kendra Carpenter, Remington Durre, Jordyn Neely 

3:30 p.m. — Ag Adventures Kids Kamp, Morgan Young, 4-H Youth Development and 

Coordinators (Green Room) 

3:30 p.m. — Calving, Neonatal Nutrition, PAP Testing & EPDs, Tim Holt DVM, Clinical 

Sciences, CSU & Curtis Crawford DVM, Alpine Veterinary Clinic (Orange Room) 

4:30 p.m. — Q & A, Tim Holt, Michael Fisher & Annie Overlin, CSU Extension (Orange 

Room) 

5 p.m. — Social Hour — With Ag Adventures Kids Kamp by CSU Extension (Green Room) 

5 p.m. — Continuation of Producer Input with Becca Jablonski, PhD (Blue Room)

Thursday, Feb. 3
8 a.m. — Welcome, Survey, Marisa Fricke, Program 

Manager Subdistrict 1 

8:10 a.m. — Water Conditions Update, Craig Cotton, 

Division Engineer, Division of Water Resources 

9 a.m. — The Hard Truths of Groundwater, Marisa Fricke, 

Program Manager Subdistrict 1; Amber Pacheco, 

Program Manager Subdistrict 2,3 & 6, Chris Ivers, 

Program Manager Subdistrict 4 & 5, Clinton Phillips, 

PhD, Davis Engineering 

10 a.m. — Break 

10:30 a.m. — Anatomy of Augmentation, Heather Dutton, 

Manager, SLV Conservation District, Marisa Fricke, 

Program Manager Subdistrict 1, Tod Smith, Water 

Rights Attorney, Jim Yahn, Manager, North Sterling 

Irrigation District 

12 p.m. — Intro to Master Irrigators 

12:15 p.m. — Lunch 

1:30 p.m. — Commercial Applicators & Private Applicator 

Continuing Education 7-Core Credits, Don 

Henderson, DP Ag Services, (Orange Room) Register 

at door

Ag Conference Schedule
Continued

File photo

Canola has become a popular crop grown around the San Luis Valley.
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719-852-4088 • 2485 East Rd. 4 North • Monte Vista

Eric Kimberling & Brett Hemmerling

Serving the San Luis Valley Farmers Since 1990

Malt Barley Contracts
Spring Triticale, Oat & Cover Crop Seed

Large selection of Alfalfa Seed & Bailing Twine

Offering 
Ranchway 

Feeds!

Discuss the latest potato research, profitability and 
seeds. Engage in breakout conversations on grazing, 
family farm estate planning, cattle nutrition, soil health 
and irrigation. Dive into the current water and drought 
conditions in the Valley, be part of equipment demon-
strations and much more. Hear from CSU Extension 
specialists, researchers from the CSU San Luis Valley 
Research Center, and experts from across the region.

CSU RESEARCH FARM & EXTENSION
Hear from CSU Research Farm and Extension on 

what research is being conducted and new staff in the 
valley. Meet the new pathologist and plant breeder at the 
research farm. Hear research from CSU campus faculty.

SOIL HEALTH
Gabriella Coughlin and Annie Overlin will both be 

presenting on Soil Health topics for crops and livestock. 
Understand how to incorporate soil health practices into 
your operation.

LIVESTOCK SESSIONS
There will be a slate of livestock producers discussing 

nutrition, calving, vaccine protocols, and an entire panel 
on meat goat production. Featured speakers: Micheal 
Fisher CSU Extension, Tim Holt CSU Vet, Alpine Vet 
Clinic, Meat Goat Panel: Kendra Carpenter, Remington 
& Kendra Durre, and Jordan Neeley.

WATER IN THE SLV
Come to the conference for Thursday’s, Feb. 3, hard-

hitting conversation about all things water in the SLV. 
Discuss the current state of the valley’s aquifer, climate 
and snowpack. Presentations will include Hard Truths 
about Groundwater, Anatomy of an Augmentation Plan, 
and intro to Master Irrigators course.

HANDS-ON DEMOS
Come see exciting hands-on demos such as a Bub-

bler Package on Pivot Irrigation, How to Set Up Your 
Combine for Grain Harvest, and Powder River Livestock 
Handling Equipment.

FEATURED SESSIONS
GRAZING SYMPOSIUM

• Jim Gerrish 
— Grazing Ex-
pert, Consultant, 
and Speaker

Jim Gerrish 
will be discuss-
ing drought re-
silience, grazing 
croplands, using 
low input costs 
for profit. Jim is 
an independent 
grazing lands 
consultant pro-
viding services 
to farmers and 
ranchers on both 
private and pub-
lic lands across 
five continents.

For more about 
Jim, visit his website www.americangrazinglands.com.

AG LABOR LAW
• Dan Wald-

vogle — Director 
of External Af-
fairs for Rocky 
Mountain Farm-
ers Union

Learn the new 
regulations af-
fecting Ag Labor 
including hand 
weeding, over-
time provisions, 
shade and water 
restrictions, ac-
cess to service 
providers and ar-
bitration process.

Dan Waldvo-
gle is the Director 
of External Af-
fairs at the Rocky 
Mountain Farmers Union where we represent family 

farming and ranching operations and rural communities 
across New Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming. Dan has a 
ranching background and has also worked in land access 
and succession programming to ensure the stewardship 
of our working lands.

POTATO PROFIT VALUE
• Tanner Ehm-

ke — CoBank 
Lead Economist, 
Dairy and Spe-
cialty Crops

In Tanner ’s 
session, he will 
help producers 
find economi-
cal ways to farm 
in these current 
conditions and 
economy.

Tanner Ehmke 
is lead econo-
mist for dairy and 
specialty crops 
i n  C o B a n k ’s 
Knowledge Ex-
change research 
division, where 

his focus is on providing market and industry research 
for the dairy and specialty crops sectors. Prior to join-
ing CoBank in 2015, he marketed seed for his family’s 
seed company in western Kansas, where his family has 
farmed since 1885.

SUCCESSION PLANNING
• Jeff Tranel 

— CSU Regional 
Extension Spe-
cialist — Agri-
cultural & Busi-
ness Manage-
ment Economist

Jeff will lead 
farm succession 
planning sessions 
on both days to 
help new and old 
generations navi-
gate transitioning 
farm ownership.

Jeff’s Profes-
sional Expertise:

• Estate Plan-
ning and Succes-
sion Planning

• Facilitating 
Family Communications

• Management of Federal Income Taxes
• Business Organizational Structures
• Financial Analysis — Enterprise Budgeting and 

Feasibility Analysis
• Human Resources Management

Southern Rocky Mountain 
Ag Conference Agenda

Join Us for the
40th Annual Southern 

Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference, 

Education Program & 
Trade Fair

Cultivating Ideas for Growth

February 1-3, 2022
Ski Hi Park & McMullen 

Building, Monte Vista

www.agconferencesrm.com
Conference Sponsored By

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 

EXTENSION and COLORADO AG 

EXPERIMENT STATION

Trade Fair Sponsored By

MONTE VISTA CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE
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