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Ribbon cutting for
building at Ski Hi
Complex is Feb. 25

MONTE VISTA — The Outcalt
Event and Conference at SLV
Ski Hi Complex ribbon cutting
is Friday, Feb 25, from 4:30-6:30
p.m. The public is invited to come
celebrate and tour this wonderful
San Luis Valley community
project. Light refreshments will
be served.

County Road 38
near MV Coop will
be closed Feb. 25-28

MONTE VISTA — County
Road 38, just east of the Monte
VistaCoopat 1901 E.U.S.Highway
160 will be closed Friday, Feb. 25
through Monday, Feb. 28. People
are being advised touse an alternate
route.

Adult Basketball
League registration

is underway

MONTEVISTA — Registration
for Adult Basketball League Men’s
and Women'’s through the City of
Monte VistaisopenFeb. 14-28.The
league is open to people 15 years
old and older. It runs from March
through May. Costis $350 per team
and $35 per player.Register online
atcityofmontevista.colorado.gov/
pay-bill then click on the “sports”
tab.

Youth Basketball
Camp registration
is open

MONTEVISTA — Registration
for Youth Basketball Camp
through the City of Monte Vista
is open. The camp is Aug. 2-4
at Monte Vista High School
gymnasium and is for boys and
girls in grades 7-12.Register now

and save 20 percent by calling
719-852-8287.

SF Fire Ladies
Auxiliary offering

two scholarships

SOUTH FORK — The South
Fork Fire Rescue Ladies Auxiliary
is offering two scholarships in 2022
The South Fork Fire Rescue Ladies
Auxiliary Scholarship is awarded
twice a year to individuals looking
for a career in EMS, paramedic, fird
Or rescue.

To apply, you must be a resident
of Alamosa, Rio Grande, Conejos
Costilla,Saguache,Mineral , Archuleta
or La Plata counties and be a high
school graduate or possess a G.E.D
For more information and application
visit online www.southforkfirerescue

Mountain Valley School District
chooses new mascot — Wolves

By MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE — Mountain Valley
School District has a new mascot — the
Wolves.

On Feb. 15,the school district’s Board of
Education held its regular meeting. On the
agenda was the selection of a new mascot
for Mountain Valley Schools in Saguache.
The original mascot — the Indians — was
deemed inappropriate under Colorado
Statue. Senate Bill 21-116 was signed into
law on June 28,2021, by Gov. Jared Polis.

According to Mountain Valley School
District, “The act prohibits the use of
American Indian mascots by public
schools, including charter and institute

charter schools, and public institutions of
higher education as of June 1, 2022. The
actimposes a fine of $25,000 per month for
each month that a public school continues
to use a mascot after such date, payable to
the state education fund.”

American Indian mascot refers to any
name, image or symbol that refers to any
tribe that is used as a nickname, logo,
mascot, or team name. Since the current
mascot was unacceptable under S.B. 21-
116, the district asked for input from the
community, students and teachers as to
what the mascot should be.

The choices of mascot were Mavericks,
Please see MASCOT on Page 2A

MOUNTAIN VALLEY SCHOOL NEW MASCOT
COMMUNITY FORUM

RGNF
seeks public
input on
Cantonment
Vegetation

Saguache Commissioners hear
concerns regarding land-use changes

Project

STAFF REPORT

SAGUACHE — The Rio Grande
National Forest’s Saguache Ranger
District is asking the public for input
on a proposal for the Cantonment
Vegetation Management Project. The
30-day public scoping period began on
Feb. 11. Comments will be accepted
until March 14.

Photo by Mechel Meek
Saguache County Board of County Commissioners heard concerns from residents about proposed
land-use code changes during their Feb. 22 regular meeting. A major point of contention was setting
the minimum square footage for residential construction at 600.

People contend they
were not part of the
process

By MECHEL MEEK
SAGUACHE — Land-use
changes continue to be a concern

for Saguache County residents
and the Saguache County Board
of Commissioners are making it a
pointtohave the Land Use Planning
Commission get their input.
During the portion of the regular
Board of Commissioners meeting
on Feb. 22, regarding land-use

changes, the public was allowed
to speak for 3 minutes per person.
More than 10 people from various
areas of Saguache County spoke
aboutthe proposed land-use changes
submitted by the Land Use Planning

Commission.
Please see LAND on Page 2A

Writtencommentsshouldbesubmitted
totheresponsible official, Tristram Post,
District Ranger, at: Saguache Ranger
District, Attn: Cantonment Vegetation
Management Project, 46525 State Hwy
114, Saguache, CO 81149

Written comments may also be sent
viaemailtocomments-rocky-mountain-

com/scholarship.

Please see RGNF on Page 6A

Great Sand Dunes begins recruitment for
the 2022 Conservation Internship Program

STAFF REPORT

GREAT SAND DUNES
NATIONAL PARK Great
Sand Dunes National Park and
Preserve is actively recruiting young
adults interested in a career with a
federal land agency for this year’s
Conservation Internship Program.

The internship program seeks
young adults from San Luis Valley
communities to work at Great Sand
Dunes National Park and Preserve to
learn skills, contribute to meaningful
park projects, and create experiences
that will make them marketable in
a career with a public land agency.
Please see PROGRAM on Page 2A
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OBITUARIES

Rey Simon Sisneros, 62, passed
away too soon on Jan. 28, 2022,
in Colorado Springs, Colo., after
complications from an illness.
He was born on Feb. 18, 1959, in
Espanola,N.M.,to Simon Sisneros
and Corine Sisneros.

Preceding Rey in death is wife
Susan Sisneros, brothers, “Eppie”
Jose Sisneros and Joe Lee Sisneros.

Thoselefttocherishthe memories
of Rey are both his parents, Simon
and Corine Sisneros of Monte Vista,
Colo., children, Shari and Rutilio
Lobatos of Pueblo, Colo., David
and Christina Sisneros of Clayton,
N.M., Catrina Sisneros and Walter
Williams of Dalhart, Texas, Robert
and Melissa Sisneros of Tennessee,
grandchildren, Anastasia Sierra of
Denver,Colo.,JacobReyez,Lorena
Lobatos, Lily Lobatos and Arianna
Sisneros of Pueblo, Colo., Elijah
Sisneros and Natalie Sisneros of
Clayton,N.M., Brianna DeHerrera
and Darius Williams of Dalhart,
Texas,Maya Sisneros of Tennessee
and siblings, Dean and Louise
Sisneros of Monte Vista, Colo.,
Eleasar and Rosalina Sisneros of
Midland, Texas,Derrick Sisneros of
Colorado Springs, Colo., Glen and
George Sisneros of Midland, Texas,
and Jeffery and Marla Sisneros of
Alamosa,Colo.Rey alsohad Uncle
Richard and Aunt Rose Madrid of

William Joseph Haberlein,
experienced gatherer and lifelong
learner, died Wednesday morning
Feb. 16, 2022, at his home in El
Paso, Texas, after a two-year battle
with esophageal cancer. He was 74
years old.

Bill was preceded in death by his
parents Jack and Marty Haberlein,
and by his brother Fred Haberlein,
famous artist and muralist.

Bill is survived by his wife
Benja Gayle Gaines, his son, Gene
Wesley, and two children by a
previous marriage,Jennifer Wilson
and Dr. Larry Wilson, who live in
Tampa, Fla.

Bill was born on Nov. 14, 1947,
in Tulsa, Okla., where his father
worked as a petroleum engineer.
When Bill was 12 years old, on
April 8, 1960, his family moved
to Antonito, Colo., where they
lived and ran the Conejos Ranch
for many years.

Bill was a Renaissance man.
He assisted many with his legal
knowledge as an experienced
paralegal, Real Estate Broker, and
contractor. He was an amateur pilot,
Taekwondo red belt, and shared a
birthday with his greatly respected
Shotokan Karate instructor in
Denver, Sensei Yutaka Yaguchi.

In his youth, Bill was also

Rey Simon Sisneros

Monte Vista, Colo., Aunt Susie
Lopez of EIRito,N.M. and cousins
on both sides.

Rey bravely and proudly served
his country and joined the United
States Army in 1978 until being
honorably discharged in 1983, then
went on to join the National Guard
from 1984 to 1991.

A memorial service was held
on Feb. 4, 2022, at Strohmayer’s
Funeral Home in Monte Vista.

Arrangements in care of
Strohmayer’s Funeral Home.

William Joseph Haberlein

Deputy Sheriffin Antonito.Bill was
known forhis helpfulness,honesty,
integrity, and brilliance.

Bill will be greatly missed by all
those thatrelied on him for wisdom,
humor, and companionship. He
was a loyal friend and most loving
husband and father.

A Celebration of Life will be
scheduled in Antonito, Colo.,
sometime in the summer of 2022 to
ensure the safety of the attendees.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to
the American Cancer Society.

LA N D Continued from Page TA e —

There were several suggested
changes to the land-use code from
the Land Use Planning Commission
but the areas of contention centered
around the minimum square footage
for residential building permits.

Last year, several people were
concerned with the proposed 900
minimum square footage and as a
result, the commissioners asked the
Land Use Commission to revisit this
and other issues from people.

TheLandUsePlanningCommission
returned a recommendation that the
minimum square footage be set
at 600 square feet for residential
construction.

The other two points of contention
from people were a minor change to
the marijuana excise tax code and
accessory dwelling units could not
be placed on a property without a
residence.

There would be a process for
agriculture to receive a variance for
the placement of agriculture-specific
buildings.

Lisa Bodey, a Saguache County
resident and member of the Crestone
Energy Exchange, said she wanted to
share ideas,education and innovation
with the Land Use Commission.

“When can we actually work
together to address land use issues,”
she asked.

She added that she felt there had
been too many barriers for the public
to be heard by the commission.

Inresponse,County Commissioner
TomMcCrackensaid, “If the planning
commission cannot have input from
the public then we have a problem.”

Other people who spoke at the
meeting echoed the sentiments of
Bodey.

The Commissioners unanimously
approved sending back the issue
of minimum square footage to the
commission.

The Land Use Planning
Commission’s next work session is
at 3 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 24 at the
Saguache County Road and Bridge
Building, with minimum square
footage on the work session agenda.

Commissioner Lynne Thompson
said, “I think that they should
have been allowed to give their
presentation. I think all these people
need to be heard.”

People are asked to contact the Land
Use Planning Commission to speak
at the Feb. 24 work session.

M AS C OT Continued from Page 1A "=

Bison, Wolves and Mammoths. The
top student choice was Wolves, the top
community choice was Mavericks,
and the top staff choice was Bison.
The Board voted first on the name

Mavericks, which did not pass. The
second vote was to name the mascot
the Wolves. The vote for Wolves
passed. The mascot graphics and other
logistics will be set at a later date.

P R O G RA M Continued from Page 1A  ———————

Since the program was piloted
in the summer of 2019, the park
has hired 15 interns to support
resource management projects, work
alongside rangers in the visitor center,
and complete important facility
management projects. The program
is administered in partnership with
Conservation Legacy,an organization
committed to fostering conservation
service in support of communities
and ecosystems.

This year, the park will offer
multiple internship positions working
with the Interpretation and Visitor
Services Program.

The Park will select candidates for
the following opportunities:

e Two 12-week (3 months)
internships, starting mid-May and
ending in mid-August receiving
a weekly stipend of $520. This
internship is ideal for a recent high
school graduate or degree-seeking
college student. Interns will provide
customer service at the visitor center,
make connections with visitors on
park trails, and assist with event

VALI3Theater

719-628-2015
139 Adams * Nionte Vista
wwuv.vali3theater.org

KIdS(616)$4 Adults s6 SemorS(ss+)‘5

720 Person Maximum, please
maintain social distancing

planning and social media posts.
*One26-week (6 months)internship,
starting mid-April to mid-October
receiving a weekly stipend of $634.
This internship is ideal for current
college students or college graduates.
The intern will provide support to the
park’s educational program during
on-site field trips or distance learning
programs and other youth engagement
activities. The intern will also provide
customer service at the visitor center,
make a connection with visitors on
park trails, and assist with event
planning and social media posts.
Upon completion of the program,
interns will receive an educational
award, varying in amounts and based
on the length of their term. The Park
will cover uniform and training costs.
The intern completing a term of
18 weeks or more will also qualify

for Direct Hire Authority. Direct
Hire Authority allows students who
excel in their internships and meet
any other job-specific education or
training requirements to be hired
without competition into permanent
positions within the National Park
Service and other select bureaus of
the Department of the Interior for
which they are qualified.

La Garita
MOVING SALE
2/25 & 2/26

9 am-4 pm
Cash or Venmo only

6703 County Rd. 42
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Maklng food in
case I die

I was the first to start having some
symptoms but Miss Trixie, ever the
copycat, soon followed suit and we
both were stretched out in bed like
two big, old beached whales.

Thankfully the government in their
ever-thoughtful way had sent me a
COVIDtesting kit absolutely free. Of
course, they are charging the cost of
that to me and my kids and grandkids
as part of the national debt, so the
old adage “nothing s free” still holds
true even in this case.

But at least I had the darned thing
athome and didn’thave to traipse out
to town to find out how sick I was
but could find out in the privacy of
our own abode.

As you know, Miss Trixie is
resourceful beyond compare.Assoon
as Ol’ Dutch became incapacitated
she leaped to her feet and started
cooking food enough for an army
for the days ahead.

Her thinking was that if she got
really sick and could not cook for me
thenI would not starve in the interim
period of recuperation. Which is
normally pretty good thinking but I
do believe OI’ Dutch could probably
live off the land — or the lard, if you
know what I mean as I have plenty
of reserves.

But regardless we had chicken
nuggets bagged and ready for the
pestilence and famine days ahead
and Miss Trixie could then relax and
have her own walk with the sweats.

I'have totell you that she does come
by preparing ahead honestly. One
time her mother was to have surgery
and so she went to her kitchen and
wrangled up three coconut cream pies
for Trixie’s dad, in case she didn’t
make it home from the hospital.

And I guess that is thoughtful in a
way but so unnecessary in Texas as
any funeral is bound to be followed
by a large potluck and with 600 of
your closest friends bringing food,
any widower should be set for a long
time following said event.

And not only that, rest assured
that the widows all come out of the
woodwork and make sure that poor
man has food and company galore
in the days ahead. That is until one

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

of them corrals him once again into
the pen of perpetual nuptials.

But OI’ Dutch, ever his caring
and sympathetic self, didn’t have
the heart to point out to Miss Trixie
all the selfless widows just waiting
in the wings for her to pass so they
could have a turn with OI’ Dutch
themselves. So, cook, she did.

But as luck would have it, Miss
Trixie was able to rally at the last
moment and seems to be on the
road to recovery,cooking up a storm
around the kitchen once again.

There was one good thing about
having the big C and that was it gave
Ol’ Dutch an excuse to do nothing.
That’s right. I mean more than my
normal nothing excuse which is just
because I am a man.

No, that positive line on the test kit
gave me carte blanche permission for
naps, recliner time, coffee, and just
plain old bellyaching. You know?
Man sick.

It appears we are on the way to
recovery and thankful it was not
worse as some people really are
suffering from it. Thankful for all
the prayers of many, the patience
of Miss Trixie, and the ever-stoic
nature of Ol’ Dutch himself in times
of trouble.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com.

LETTERS

RGC Republican Precinct Caucuses March 3

Editor,

Rio Grande County Republican
Central Committee would like
to invite you, Republican and
unaffiliated voters of Rio Grande
County, to the upcoming RGC
Republican Precinct Caucuses.

Are you concerned about global
threats? Are you concerned about
national security? Are you concerned
about your freedoms as Americans
being taken away? Our military?
The economy? Your family’s future?
Election integrity ? Religious Liberty
and more?

We are too! It all starts with
participating in your local precinct
caucus. Caucus is where your
concerns are put into resolutions that
go to the county assembly, on to state
assembly, then to the Republican
National Committee.

Where and when will the Rio

Grande County Republican Precinct
Caucuses be held?

Rio Grande County Republican
Precinct Caucuses on March 3 at 7
p.m.

If you don’t know what precinct
you are in visit, online www.caucus.
cologop.org/

¢ Precinct 10 — meet at South Fork
Fire House, 28 Mall St., South Fork

e Precincts 2 ,3, 11, 13 — meet at
Rio Grande County Courthouse Annex
Building, 965 6th St., Del Norte

e Precincts 1,4,5,6,7,8,9, 12,
14, 15 — meet at Nazarene Church
Gym, 228 Madison St., Monte Vista.

Who is eligible to participate in
the Rio Grande County precinct
caucuses?

All registered Rio Grande County
Republican voters:

*Who have lived in the precinct for
at least 22 days before the caucus —

Feb. 9, 2022
e Who have been registered to
vote no later than 22 days before the
caucus — Feb. 9, 2022
* Who have been affiliated with
the Republican Party for at least 22
days — Feb. 9, 2022
* Anyone who turns 18 or becomes
anaturalized citizen less than 22 days
before the caucus may participate —
Feb.9,2022
e Apre-registrant whois 17 years of
age at the caucus but will be 18 years
old on the date of the next general
election — Nov. 8, 2022
No voting by proxy or absentee
permitted at caucus
Unaffiliated voters in Rio Grande
County, you are welcome to attend
and observe the Republican caucus
for your precinct.
Rio Grande County Republican
Central Committee

Robinson announces run for RGC Sheriff

Editor,

My name is Anne Robinson, and
I’m running for Rio Grande County
Sheriff.Thave 37 years of experience
in law enforcement, almost 32 of
which have been in service to the
people of the State of Colorado with
the Colorado State Patrol.I’ve worked
inthe metro area, the mountains,on an
interstate, and in rural communities.
I recently retired at the rank of
Sergeant Major. [ have experience in
various aspects of law enforcement
including dispatch/communications,
jail, administration, supervision, and
public relations. I worked for the
Colorado State University Police
Department, National Park Service,
Clear Creek County Sheriff’s Office,
Valley County (Idaho) Sheriff’s
Office, as well as the Colorado State
Patrol.

I grew up in a farm community
where my father taught me the
value of community service. He felt
strongly about taking care of the
community and he retired from the
local volunteer fire department after
more than 40 years as a member. He

also gave his time as a fire district
board member and treasurer. I feel
strongly about that kind of work ethic
and choose to be a good neighbor
through my actions. Having been a
victim of crime myself, I don’t want
people to feel “revictimized” by
receiving poor service or their needs
not being met.

I’ve built strong partnerships with
locallaw enforcementagencies,other
governmententities, businesses, and
community members over the 21
years I’ve been in the San Luis
Valley.I’ve responded to community
concerns, solving problems through
partnerships if I or my agency alone
couldn’tdoit.Ifeel law enforcement
officers should be representative of
the community they serve and be a
part of that community. We have a
responsibility to take ethical action
on behalf of the people who live,
work, recreate, or travel through
this county.

I’ve been active in several local
non-profit organizations to include
being a board member for the San
Luis Valley Boys and Girls Club,

President of Trail Wise Back Country
Horsemen, President of Covered
Wagon Days,and as the Merchandise
Chairperson for the Rio Grande
Chapter of the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation.

I’d appreciate your support and if
elected I would work toward bringing
professional, dedicated, and caring
law enforcement to Rio Grande
County.

Anne Robinson
Rio Grande County

Mineral County Clerk and Recorder Wintz
running for reelection

Editor,

Please consider this my official
announcement for my intention to
run for re-election as your Mineral
County Clerk and Recorder.

I’m pursuing another term
amongst the most trying,
challenging, hostile times within
our capacity of Election Officials
because at the end of every day
no matter the noise, the power |
hold to protect the absolute right
of every voter in Mineral County
to voice their choice brings me fire

and passion to fight.

I promise to continue to be
ethical, professional, and do my
best covering all aspects within this
office while staying approachable
and your best ally. Every vote is a
mark of confidence, and the depth
of my appreciation is remarkable.

As always, I look forward to
conversations with anyone seeking
information or insight, my door is
open for you.

Eryn K. Wintz
Mineral County
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Celebratlng Irish-American Heritage Month

Photo of Dublin coddle courtesy of The Spruce, Irish American graphic courtesy of the

United States Census Bureau.

By MECHEL MEEK
SAGUACHE COUNTY — In
1991 Congress designated March
as Irish-American Heritage Month
and each year the sitting U.S.
President issues a proclamation
commemorating this occasion.
The beginnings of the celebration
of Irish-American Heritage
Month began with the religious
holiday to honor St. Patrick, who
introduced Christianity to Ireland
in the 5th Century. Over time, this
religious holiday has evolved into
a celebration of all things Irish.
According to the U.S. Census

SACNHA offers youth programs

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — Sangre de Cristo
National Heritage Area (SACNHA) is
looking for students to participate in
its Caminos de Valle Youth Walking
Tours and its Sangre de Cristo
National Heritage Camp.

With 11,000 years of documented
human habitation, the Sangre de
Cristo National Heritage Area is a
crossroads of the centuries. Here a
blend of Native American, Hispano
and Anglo settlement is reflected in
the diversity of the people, art and
traditions. The geographic isolation
of the high desert San Luis Valley
and the peoples’ enduring ties to the
land have given rise to a rich cultural
heritage and ensured its preservation.

The area’s fertile cultural landscape
is complemented by remarkable
natural resources,including the mighty
Rio Grande, majestic Rocky Mountain

peaks, Great Sand Dunes National
Park and Preserve, Alamosa National
Wildlife Refuge, Baca National
Wildlife Refuge and Monte Vista
National Wildlife Refuges, and the
high mountaindesert,all of whichlend
the Sangre de Cristo National Heritage
Areaanunparalleled beauty that offers
asense of retreat and apowerful source
of inspiration for visitors.

Caminos de Valle Youth Walking
Tours: SACNHA will train six youth,
ages 16-18, in group leadership
roles that will lead walking tours
in neighborhoods and public lands,
cultural and historical nature, land
and water conservation, nature-
based education, walk facilitation,
and tourism all within the heritage
area. Students will choose the topics
and locations they would like to lead
tours in as well as becoming CPR
certified, trained in public speaking,

self-defense, history, culture, and
traditions. Each youth leader will
receive a stipend at the end of the
program for leading guided walking
tours in the month of June,2022. This
program is free to the youth.

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage
Area Camp: SACNHA will host two
one-week-long camps in June. One
for middle school aged students and
one for high school aged students.
This is an opportunity for youth
to learn local history, heritage,
traditions, and culture by visiting a
variety of sites within the heritage area
as historians will be able to elaborate
on such topics and answer questions.
This program is free to the youth.

If interested, fill out an application
online at www.sangreheritage.org/
collaborate/ and email to info@
sdenha.org or hand deliver to 231
State Ave. in Alamosa.

Sargent Kindergarten Round-up is March 15-16

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Sargent
Elementary is having aKindergarten
Round-up onMarch 15 and 16 at the
school.The eventis forkindergarten
enrollment for the 2022-23 school
year.

To schedule an appointment or for
more information, call Michelle at
719-852-4024.

Parents or guardians can
register their child at this time for
kindergarten and meet the teacher
and principal. Children will also be

Home Loans...

Purchase | Refinance | Construction
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Primary Home | Secondary Home | Investment Properties

prescreened.

To be eligible for kindergarten in
the 22-23 school year, children must
be 5 years old on or before June 1,
2022 .Parents or guardians will need
to bring their child’s birth certificate
and immunization records.
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Bureau, “The world’s first St.
Patrick’s Day parade occurred
on March 17, 1762, in New York
City, featuring Irish soldiers who
served in the English military. This
parade became an annual event,
with President Truman attending
in 1948.”

In the United States, 30.4 million
people claimed Irish ancestry in
the 2019 community survey. The
largest concentration of people
living in the United States with
Irish ancestry was Cook County, I11.

Colorado has a higher
concentration of people with Irish
ancestry than the overall United
States. In Colorado, 11.6% of
people identify as having Irish
ancestry, and the United States
has 9.2%.

One of the most popular ways to
celebrate Irish heritage is through
food, with the traditional and
popular recipes of Dublin coddle,
soda bread, bangers and mash,
Irish brown bread, Irish stew and
for dessert, Irish fruit cake.

2ND AMMNUAL
FQUIPMENT
CONSIGINMENT
MARCH 26,

STARTS @

CONSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEFTED
MARCH 2IST-MARCH 25TH
CONSIGNMENTS CLOSE AT 12PM ON MARCH 25TH
TO HAVE TTEMS LISTED ON THE
SALE BILL PLEASE CALL BY MARCH I1ST.

MO ELECTRONICS OR JUNEK WILL BE ACCEPTED
JOHM™ 7T19-298-2648 MELVIN 719-849-3292
LOCATIOM:

VALLEY LIVESTOCK AUCTIOMN
5660 E HWY 160
MONTE VISTA, CO 81144

-)

& MISC.
AUCTION
2022

10ANM

San Luis Valley Scoreboard

Basletball 2021-2022

BOYS BASKETBALL

Centauri 58 Alamosa 53
Ignacio 41 Del Norte 25
Sierra Grande 2 Lake City O
Creede GO Cotopazi 33

Sangre de Cristo 51

Antonito 39

Moffat 44

Centennial 42

Centennial G2

Lake City 16

Cotopamxi 62 Sangre de Cristo 31
Moffat TO Antonito 30
Sierra Grande 64 Manzanola 22
Primero 48 Moffat 32
Sierra Grande 64 La Veta 306
Cotopa:::. 29 Centennial 27T
Monte Vista 53 Trinidad 34
Custer County Tl Sargent 42
Sanford 51 Del Norte 49
Pagosa Springs 55 Del Norte 25
Sanford g Center 39
Monte Vista 57 Sargent 16
Durango 59 Alamosa 49

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Sargent 49

Centauri 49 Alamosa 46
Sanford 40 Pagosa Springs 20
Sangre de Cristo 53 Center 44
Ignacio 38 Del Norte 34
Sierra Grande 43 Lake City B
Sangre de Cristo 53 Antonito 18
Centennial 67 Moffat 27
Sierra Grande 63 Manzanola 12
Antonito 53 Moffat 18
Sangre de Cristo 56 Cotopaszi 18
Moffat 44 Primero 21
Centennial 47T Cotopazi 21
Sierra Grande 50 La Veta 43
Monte Vista 60 Trinidad T

Custer County 28

Sanford 44

Del Norte 27

Del Norte 27T

Pagosa Springs 48
Sanford go

Center 19

Sargent 40

Monte Vista 37

Durango 51

Alamosa 37T

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

Find us on
Facebook

Y

https://www.
facebook.com/
ValleyPublishing

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.

T19-T54-34%3
Onthe corner of 3 & Torres « Center

Al?:ohd.:’ Sy €

o le Jhmua

852-5700
9 Acequia
Monte Vista
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Photo by John Waters

The U.S. Forest Service is seeking public input on the Trail Gulch
Vegetation Management Project that hopes to improve forest health
in the 51,460-acre project area. Included in the proposed project, are
riparian habitats along sections of the Conejos River as seen here.

Forest Service moves forward
on Trail Gulch Project

STAFF REPORT

LA JARA — The Conejos Peak
Ranger District of the Rio Grande
National Forest announced recently
the availability of the draft decision
notice and environmental assessment
for the Trail Gulch Vegetation
Management Project.

District Ranger Andrea Jones has
documented her decision to move
forward with the project in the draft
decision legal notice published on
Feb. 18. This action marks the start
of a45-day pre-decisional objection
period when people can submit
objections to the draft decision.

Electronic objections are preferred
and must be submitted to the
Objection Reviewing Officer online
at US Forest Service NEPA Projects
Home (usda.gov), with “Trail Gulch
Vegetation Management Project
Objection” in the subject line.
Electronic submissions must be
submitted in a format thatis readable
with optical character recognition
software (e.g., Word, PDF, Rich Text)
and be searchable. An automated
response should confirm that the
electronic objection was received.

Objections can be faxed to the
Objection Reviewing Officer at
713-852-6250. The fax cover
sheet must include a subject line
with “OBJECTION: Trail Gulch
Vegetation Management Project”
and should specify the number of
pages being submitted.

Written objections may be
submitted via regular mail to: Rio
Grande National Forest, 1803 W.
Highway 160, Monte Vista, CO
81144.

Objections sent by private carrier
or hand delivery must be addressed

to: Objection Reviewing Officer,
Rio Grande National Forest, Attn:
Reviewing Officer, 1803 W.Highway
160, Monte Vista, CO 81144.

The proposed action includes
a mix of vegetation treatment
strategies including hand and
mechanical thinning, pile and
broadcast prescribed burning, and
timber harvesting. Implementation is
expected to begin as soon as possible.
The actions are designed to improve
overall forest health and return fire as
alandscape-scale management tool.

The Conejos Peak Ranger District
expressed great appreciation for
the staff, partners, and stakeholders
all working together to reach this
important milestone.

“Reaching this draft decision point
is an exciting and important step for
the Forest and the communities and
ecosystems affected by this project,”
said Conejos Peak District Ranger
Andrea Jones. “I look forward
to taking this process to a final
decision so we can begin planning
the implementation steps.”

The project is located
approximately 10 miles west of
Antonito along and south of State
Highway 17, entirely in Conejos
County.

To view information on the
Trail Gulch Project, visit the
official project webpage at www.
fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60258.
Another informational webpage on
the project can be found online at
www.fs.usda.gov/goto/riogrande/
trailgulch. People can also call the
Conejos Peak Ranger District office
at 719-657-3321.

For information on the Rio Grande
National Forest, call 719-852-5941.

Rio Grande Water Conservation
District Seeks Letters of Interest
for Appointment to Board

By MECHEL MEEK

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The
Saguache County Board of County
Commissioners is accepting letters of
interest for an individual who would
like to serve on the Rio Grande Water
Conservation District.

According to Saguache County,
“The Saguache County Board of
Commissioners is again accepting
letters of interest for appointment to
the Rio Grande Water Conservation
District Board from an individual
who would like to serve as the
Saguache County representative to

the Rio Grande Water Conservation
District Board whom resides South of
Saguache County Road L. This is a
three-yeartermending in April 2025.”

Letters of interest can be delivered
by hand to the Board of County
Commissioners at 505 3rd St.,
Saguache, mailed to P.O. Box 100,
Saguache, CO 81149 or emailed to
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.

The deadline for letters is Friday,
March 18, at 3 p.m. and the Board
will make an appointment during
the regular meeting held on Tuesday,
April 5.

Patients and providers benefit from grant at SLV Health

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — SanLuis Valley Health
wasrecentlyawarded grantfundingby The
Colorado Health Foundation to continue
improving its service delivery throughout
the primary care clinics.

“SLV Healthis pleased toreceive this
grantaward to create meaningful impact
as we advance our team-based care

build capacity,” explained Senior Clinic
Administrator Antonio Gurule, SLV
Health. “We have teams of caregivers
that will offer uninterrupted care for the
patients using this model of delivery.”
The grant funding expands training,
capacity and technology and will be
distributed overthe nexttwo years under
the guidance of Audrey Reich-Loy,
Director of Programs for SLV Health.

“We appreciate receiving this critical
award inordertocontinuetoachieve our
mission, vision,and response tochanges
and challenges in healthcare delivery in
the SanLuis Valley,” commented Reich-
Loy. “The grant will support initiatives
thatwehavebeen workingontoimprove
Population Health outcomes, such as
when we added the crucial positions
like our Care Coordinators.”

planning. Thisis a grant that allows us to

e y
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Cita of Monte Vasta
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Friends of Ski Hi
Invite gou to Celebrate the
Ribbon Cutting of the
Ouicalt Event and
Conference at SLV Ski Hi

Complex

February 235

4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Comments at 3:30 p.m.

Light Hors d'oceuvre and drinks

will be served

4

]

Today it seems as if everyone is under
stress. It’s become a normal part of our
everyday lives. As long as we keep
that stress at a reasonable limit, there’s
no problem. But when we allow it to
exceed that limit, trouble begins.

For example, a chair is built to sit
on. It’s designed and constructed to
bear a certain amount of weight. If used
properly, it should last a very long time.
Butifit’s overloaded beyond its capacity,
it begins to wear out prematurely and
eventually break down completely
under the strain.

In the same way, you and I were
designed and created to bear a certain
amount of physical, mental and
emotional strain day after day. However,
problems arise when we allow ourselves
to be weighed down by more stress than
we’re capable of supporting.

A word we don’t hear much about
today is prudence. It means ‘“careful
management; economy.” In the Bible,
prudence or prudent means “being good
stewards or managers of the gifts God
has given us to use.” Those gifts include
time, energy, strength and health—even
material possessions. They include our
bodies, as well as our minds and spirits.

Just as each one of us has been given
a different set of gifts, each of us has
been given different levels of ability to
manage those gifts. And some of us are
better at managing our gifts than others.

Proverbs 14:8 (NIV) says, “The
wisdom of the prudent is to give thought
to their ways, but the folly of fools is
deception.”

We all need to “give thought to [our]
ways” and know our limits—we need
to know how much we can handle. We
need to be able to recognize when we’re
reaching “full capacity” or “overload.”
Instead of pushing ourselves into
overload to please others or satisfy our
own desires of reaching personal goals,
we need to listen to and obey what
God’s telling us to do. We must follow
His wisdom if we really want to enjoy

Manage Stress So It
Doesn’t Manage You

the peaceful, joyful life He has planned
for us.

Stress can be caused by just about
anything. Stressors can be big or little
things. In addition, what causes you
stress may not bother someone else. And
what bothers you today may not bother
you tomorrow.

For example, let’s say you're at the
grocery store and the high prices create
a stressor for you. Then the process of
paying for your groceries (especially if
money is tight) stresses you out. On top of
that, the checker in your lane runs out of
change and has to shut down temporarily.
So you switch to a new lane and learn that
five of your items don’t have a price on
them. The checker has to call for a price
check on each one while you wait, and
the line behind you grows. These small,
seemingly innocent circumstances pile
up until you feel like you're going to
explode from the pressure.

Nobody can remove all the big and
little things that cause stress in our
lives. That’s why we must be prudent
in identifying the stressors that affect
us most and learn how to respond to
them correctly. We must recognize our
limits and learn to say no to ourselves
and others.

Stressors, not managed properly, can
mount up one by one, bringing us to our
breaking point. We may not be able to
eliminate or reduce many of the stressors
in our lives, but with God’s help, we can
learn how to manage or reduce their
effects on us. We can’t control all of our
circumstances, but we we can adjust our
attitude and not let them pressure us.

It seems the very atmosphere of the
world today is charged with stress and
pressure. But the good news is, we don’t
have to operate in the world’s system—
reacting like people in the world who
have no hope or peace in their lives.
The world responds to difficulties by
becoming upset and stressed, but our
attitude and approach should be entirely
different.

Moving Up Higher
with

Joyce st
Meyer 3¢

You know, you can completely turn
a situation around just by choosing the
right attitude and approach when you’re
in a challenging situation. Instead of
stressing out and tensing up, take a
moment to pray for God to help you,
calm down, take a deep breath and
focus on getting His perspective on the
situation.

In the midst of your daily life, you’ll
have many opportunities to be stressed.
But you can refuse to allow your
circumstances to dictate how you’re
going to feel if you will remember to ask
God to help you. The truth is you may
not be able to control the situation, but
you can control how you respond to it.

When you know you'’re going to face
a stressful situation, take an offensive
approach and decide beforehand what
your attitude will be. Then the door will
be opened for God to supernaturally
help you to calm down and cheer up!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
three-part CD teaching series Calm
Down and Cheer Up. You can also
contact us to receive our free magazine,
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800)
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 135 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
THE POWER OF THANK YOU
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective
authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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Rocky Mtn Victim Law Center calls on AG to investigate DA’s Office

‘We want victims
to be heard’

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

DENVER — On the heels of a Feb.
9 meeting of the Colorado Crime Victim
Advisory Board that found the Office
of District Alonzo Payne for the 12th
Judicial District to be non-compliant
under the Victim Rights Act (VRA),
the Rocky Mountain Victim Law
Center (RMvlc) has sent a 5,000-word
complaint to the office of Colorado
Attorney General Phil Weiser.

In that letter, RMvlc requests a
formal investigation into the “pattern or
practice of violations of victims’ rights
in the 12th Judicial District.”

“While the Colorado Crime Victim
Advisory Board voted, for the firsttime
in the more than 30-year history, to
refer several CrimeVictims’Rights Act
violation complaints to the governor’s
office last week, it is of the utmost
importance that the Attorney General
investigate the egregious pattern and
practice of disregarding victims right,”
read a press release from RMvlc on
Monday.

“District Attorney Alonzo Payne
has tried to explain away the office’s
disregard for victims’ rights citing
staffing changes; however, crime
victims and RMvlc have been voicing

concerns and advocating for deeper
and more meaningful changes,” the
RMvlc stated.

“The problemruns much deeperthan
the staff turnover and starts with the
lack of leadership and commitment to
community safety by itselected official.
It is time for Attorney General Weiser
to step in to ensure crime victims and
theirrights are adequately enforced and
protected in the 12th Judicial District,”
RMyvlc stated.

The depth of the problem is
significant, according to Matthew
Beresky, victim rights staff attorney
with the RMvlec.

“The first cases started coming
through that office not long after
the election. And there are a lot — a
lot — more complaints for the 12th
District than probably the whole state
combined. It’s an unprecedented
amount of complaints,” Beresky said.

Beresky said he does not believe
those complaints relate to just one
person but “start at the top and work
their way down,” an opinion backed
up by some of Beresky’s personal
experiences in working on “acouple of
cases” with DA Payne as the primary
prosecutor.

There was one case where Payne
was responsive to Beresky, but “it took
multiple emails, multiple calls, a court
order” with Beresky having to file a

motion with the courtasking the district
attorney tocomply with the VRA.. Since
then, DA Paynehas stopped responding
to Beresky, at all.

“That’snotsomething we experience
with any other DA offices in the state.
Not all DA offices understand what
victims’ counsel is, but they usually
try to cooperate, try to understand
what we’re doing. This is a completely
differentscenario. It’sradiosilence and
then you might hear what’s going to
happen on the way to court,” Beresky
said.

Beresky’s concerns go beyond the
legal violations to the impact of actions
by the DA’s Office on the victims
themselves.

“It’s thrown the trust out for the
judicial system and law enforcement.
Some ask me why should they report a
crimeifnothingis goingtohappen?The
DA victimizes them sometimes even
worse than the offenders themselves
because they re dragging the case out,
not telling them what’s going on, not
giving them accurate information,
switching things at the last moment,”
Beresky said. "When you’re a victim
of a crime, the last thing you want is
unpredictability. They’re looking for
something to be predictable,evenifit’s
something they don’t want. Butthe DA
treats them sort of as an afterthought.”

RMvlc’s complaint also addresses

lSAGUACHE CoUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The
following information was provided by
the Saguache County Sherift’s Office
for the period between Monday, Feb.
14,2022, and Sunday, Feb. 20,2022.

The Sheriff’s Department’s activity
on the road included two crashes with
property damage, one abandoned
vehicle, five traffic stops, one stolen
vehiclereport,and one trafficcomplaint.
They alsopatrolledthe Townof Saguache
eight times, one VIN inspection, and
assisted motorists four times.

In addition, there were one report of
loose livestock, one report of harassing
phone calls, two reports of suspicious
activity, one report of fraud, two animal
problem reports, four protection order
violation reports, one report of theft,

one report of criminal mischief, one
missing person report, and one report
of property damage.

They alsorespondedtofivecontrolled
burns,one fire (other),,one fire (structure),
two ambulance calls, two alarm calls,
two civil disputes, assisted citizens
twice, provided information six times,
andassisted anearby agency threetimes.

ARRESTS

e A 43-year-old Center man was
arrested for suspicion of possession of
an illegal weapon and resisting arrest.

* A 27-year-old Albuquerque, N.M.,
woman was arrested on an outstanding
warrant.

* A 36-year-old Monte Vista woman
was arrested for suspicion of fraud and
deceit and for driving a vehicle without

RG N F Continued from Page 1A m—

rio-grande-saguache@fs.fed.us, or
via facsimile, to 719-655-2502 using
the subject: Cantonment Vegetation
Management Project.

The proposed project area is located
in the Cantonment and Luders Creek
drainages westof Saguache and south of
State Highway 114 in Saguache County.

The need for the proposed project
is to improve timber stand health and
decrease fuel loading through timber
management activities that focus on
timber production, restoration and
maintenance, according to RGNF
officials. These objectives will be
accomplished through a variety of
silvicultural activities. Stands identified
within the analysis area need treatment
to reduce the impacts from western
spruce budworm, dwarf mistletoe,
overstocking, and poor stand health.

Project activities will:

* Provide wood products that benefit
the local and regional economies that
depend upon National Forest timber
resources;

* Harvest-treat insect and disease
infested trees before commercial value
is lost;

e Initiate management to enhance
stand conditions to encourage suitable
forested areas to be maintained with
commercially valuable species at ages,
densities, and sizes that allow growth
rates and stand health conducive to
providing a sustained yield of forest
products; and

* Reduce fuel loading to reduce fire
intensity and increase resilience.

These activities would improve the
overall forest ecosystem, moving it
closer to desired conditions outlined in
the 2020 Rio Grande National Forest
Land Management Plan, forestry
officials stated.

People can view the scoping letter,
maps, and information about how to
comment online at www.fs.usda.gov/
project/?project=61592. There will be
additional opportunities for input as the
planning process continues, but early
participation is encouraged.

three-year term ending in April 2025.

saguachecounty-co.gov.

10and 17, 2022.

Public Notice
Rio Grande Water Conservation District Appointment
The Saguache County Board of Commissioners is again accepting letters of interest for
appointment to the Rio Grande Water Conservation District Board from an individual who
would like to serve as the Saguache County representative to the Rio Grande Water Con-
servation District Board whom resides SOUTH of Saguache County Road L. This is a

Letters of Interest may be addressed to the Board of County Commissioners and submit-
ted to the Saguache County Administration office — 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO 81149
or mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache CO 81149, letters may also be emailed to wmaez@

The deadline for letters of interest is Friday, March 18, 2022 at 3PM, for an interview with
the Commissioners on Tuesday, March 29, 2022. The Board of County Commissioners will
make an appointment to this board during their regular meeting on Tuesday, April 5, 2022.

No. 1622 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 17 and 24 and March 3,

a valid driver’s license.

* A 28-year-old Canyon City woman
was arrested for suspicion of criminal
mischief ($5,000-$19,999).

* A 38-year-old Moffat woman was
arrested on an outstanding warrant.

* A 24-year-old Saguache man was
arrested for second-degree aggravated
motorvehicle theft with value of $15 000
or greater.

the plea deals agreed to by the DA,
claiming they “ignore the severity and
violence of the crimes” and fail to “show
any care for appropriate punishment in
the best interest of the community or
the victims of those crimes.”

It further alleges “an extreme
reluctance to take case to trial...
extending very low offers to avoid
the possibility of trial,” describing
prosecutors as unprepared and acting
without passion on behalf of victims.

Beresky agrees. Describing the plea
deals as “egregious”, he said they have
discouraged victims from wanting to
report crimes “because they see where
the case is going to go.”

What RMvlc hopes to accomplish

with their request for an investigation
by the AG’s Office is “meaningful
compliance with the law and for victims
to be heard.”

When asked if he thinks that is
possible with the District Attorney’s
Office for the 12th JD, Beresky paused
for amoment and said, “T hope change
is possible.”

District Attorney Payne was asked
to respond to some of the allegations
made by Rocky Mountain Victim Law
Centerintheirletterto Attorney General
Phil Weiser.

“My office is aware that RMVLC
has filed a complaint with the Attorney
General and takes this matter very
seriously,” he wrote.

One person seriously injured in crash
on Highway 160 in Costilla County

STAFF REPORT

COSTILLA COUNTY — One
person was seriously injured in a
multiple-vehicle crash on Feb. 21
on Highway 160 at Mile Post 279,
according to Colorado State Patrol.
CSP believes alcohol may have been
a factor in the crash.

At approximately 4:15 p.m. on
Monday, Feb. 21, a 2011 Dodge
Dakota driven by Jason Ahrens, of
Pueblo West, was traveling eastbound
on Highway 160.

A 2017 GMC Sierra pulling a 2008
Pontiac G6 on a car dolly, driven
by Wilber Garcia-Huallparuca, of
Farmington, N.M., was traveling
westbound on Highway 160.

A 1997 Toyota 4-Runner driven
by Emily Kleppinger, of Colorado
Springs, was traveling eastbound on
Highway 160.

A 2015 Nissan Sentra driven by
Larry Edwards, of Harris, Texas, was
traveling eastbound Highway 160.

The Dodge Dakota drove over

the centerline and collided with the
Pontiac G6 that was being pulled by
the GMC Sierra, CSP reported. The
Dodge Dakota then rotated clockwise
and went into the lane of the Toyota
4-Runner. The driver of the Toyota
4-Runner attempted to veer to the left
toavoid the Dodge Dakota and collided
its right front-end with the left rear-end
of the Dodge Dakota.

The Dodge Dakota continued to
rotate clockwise, and the Nissan
Sentra collided with the driver’s side
of the Dodge Dakota, CSP reported.
The GMC continued westbound while
rotating clockwise going off the right
side of the roadway and rolling once.

The driver of the Dodge Dakota
sustained serious injuries and was
transported to San Luis Valley Health
Regional Medical Center in Alamosa,
by ambulance, CSP reported.

Alcohol is being investigated as
a contributing factor to the crash,
CSP reported. The crash is still under
investigation.

VIRTUAL MEETING

OPTION 1:

Monday March 7
6to7 p.m.

To join the live

virtual meeting, visit
xcelenergy.com/
AlamosatoAntonito
and click an

Join Virtual Meeting'

IN-PERSON MEETING
OPTION 2:

Wednesday March 9
4to 7 pm.

Alarmosa

Recreation Center
Dual Meeting Room
2222 Old Sanford Rd,
Alamosa, CO 81101

JOIN US AT AN OPEN HOUSE TO LEARN
ABOUT THE ALAMOSA TO ANTONITO
TRANSMISSION LINE REBUILD PROJECT

New infrastructure will improve reliability and increase safety

Xeel Energy is proposing to replace the 60-year-old Alamosa to Antonita 63-kilovolt (kV)
transmission ling in Alarmosa and Congjos counties to increase alectric reliability and
reduce potential =atety risks associated with aging peles and equipment. We are hosting
public open houses for you to learn sbout this iImportant project and provide feedback on
the preliminary preterred routes we are considenng.

The 38-mile line is critical to providing reliable service to custormers in the San Luis Valley
and cannot be taken out of service to be replaced. For that reason, we need to build a
new power line In the area, either in a new comidor adjacent to the existing ling erina
separate corndor near the current location,

Flease |0in us for our next seres of open houses to learn about the preliminary route
alternatives, ask questions and provide feedback.

IN-PERSON MEETING
OPTION 3:

Thursday, March 10
4to 7 p.m.

Knights of
Columbus #5512
521 Spruce St

La Jara, CO 81140

For more inforrmation, visit xcelenergy.com/AlamosatoAntonito, email
alamosatoantonito@xcelenergy.com or call toll-free at 855-839-8865.

¢ XcelEnergy'
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By Kex HAMRICK

DENVER — The Centauri High
School wrestling team was looking to
defend its Class 2A state championship
on the third and final day of the Colora-

Walck early. He went into the third
period trailing 3-2, but recorded two
takedowns and an escape in the final
period for the 7-4 win.

“I didn’t get tired out and I knew I

do High School Activ-
ities Association state
tournament Saturday,
Feb. 19, at Ball Arena.

The Falcons made

Two Falcons win
individual titles

had a bigger gas tank
than him,” Mestas
said. “I knew I had to
stay moving and I’d

a good effort, but it wasn’t enough for
another state title as they finished in
third place with 144 points. Wray won
the title with 167.5 points, followed by
Meeker with 146.

“We wrestled tough, and we wrestled
fine,” said Centauri coach Cahlen Keys.
“It was no huge missteps on our part. A
couple of the other teams showed up
and wrestled really well.”

The silver lining was that the Falcons
had two individual state champions.
Eyan Chavez successfully defended his
state title by defeating Meeker’s Connor
Blunt by an 8-4 decision at 152 pounds.
Erik Mestas won the 170-pound title
with an 7-4 decision over Cedaredge’s
Ty Walck.

“It feels good,” Chavez said. “It’s
what we worked for, so I'm glad I'm
here and I'm glad I got it done in my
last year at Centauri.”

“It was an experience,” Mestas said.
“It was something I worked forever for.”

This was the third meeting between
Chavez and Blunt this season with
Chavez winning all three matches.
Chavez said he expected Blunt not to
change his game plan.

“I knew every time I wrestled him,
[ had to get a little bit better and that’s
what I did,” Chavez said. “Every time |
wrestled him, I won by more and more.
So, I opened it up in the state finals and
got the job done.”

“I’m very proud of those two,” Keys
said. “I'm very proud of all of them.
They all wrestled well.”

In his title match, Mestas fell behind

Centauri High School’s Erik Mes-
tas celebrates after winning the
Class2A170- pound champlonshlp

catch up.”

Both Chavez and Mestas were disap-
pointed that the Falcons didn’t repeat as
state champs.

“I thought was we wanted was not
what we expected,” Chavez said. “It is
what it is. We take it, we learn from it
and we get better.”

“It was a little bit disappointing,”
Mestas said. “I was kind of fluctuating
throughout the tournament.”

“It’s hard to be really happy because
we have some boys with some heart-
ache right now,” Keys said. “I feel
some of it.”

Chavez is a senior and he has signed
to wrestle for the University of Northern
Colorado. He said he is ready for the
next level.

“I’m going to continue to work hard,
get better every day and see what the
future has in store for me,” Chavez said.

Mestas is a junior and he is looking to
defend his state title next year.

“There’s talk of us going up to 3A
next year but I’m not worried about it,”
Mestas said.

The Falcons had two more state
finalists in Josh Polkowske (160) and
Byron Shawcroft (195).

Polkowske was defeated in his
championship match by Sedgwick
County-Fleming’s Hayden Burr as he
was pinned in 1:28.

Shawcroft was defeated by a 16-2
major decision by Rye’s Remington
Peterson.

Centauri had three additional state

&/e rate
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Monte Vista’s DeAngelo Archuleta looks to turn Crowley County’s Case
Buford on his back in the 138-pound fifth-place match. Archuleta won

by an §-2 de01s10n
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Great Job,

Centauri High School’s Eyan Chavez takes down Meeker’s Connor Blunt
in the 152-pound champion. Chavez successfully defended his state title

with an 8-4 decision win.

placers. Zach Buhr (182) and Mario
Vigil (120) both finished fourth in their
weight divisions while Riley Valdez
was fifth at 113.

Sargent finished in 24th place with
23 points. It had one individual placer
in Trenton Lovelace who was fifth at
220 pounds.

Center was tied for 26th with 19
points. Omar Hernandez was the Vi-
king’s lone place winner as he was sixth
at 220 pounds.

Monte Vista also tied for 26th place.
It also had one placer in DeAngelo
Archuleta who was fifth at 138 pounds.

Del Norte was 29th with 15 points.
Malachi Gallegos was the Tigers’ sole
representative and he finished fifth at
120 pounds.

Sierra Grande-Centennial tied for
40th place with three points. It did not
have any place winners.

Above: Centauri
High School’s Eyan
Chavez celebrates
after successfully
defending his state
championship.

Centauri High School’s Riley Valdez breaks down Byers’
Jon Yapoujian in the Class 2A 113-pound fifth place
match. Valdez won by a 2-1 decision.

Centauri High School’s Erik Mestas looks to take
down Cedaredge’s Ty Walck in the 170-pound
championship. Mestas became the state champion

with a 7-4 decision win.
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Registration underway for HVCC Soccer Season

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

Hello community members! If
you’re missing sports already, you’re
in luck.Registrations for High Valley
Community Center’s 2022 Soccer
Season are now available on our
website, www.theHVCC.org.

Soccer will include three co-ed age
groups: K-2, 3-4, and 5-6. Practices
will begin the week of March 7
and games will be in April. To stay
informed, we recommend that you
download the Procare App and visit
our website for updates.

We want to thank the Rio Grande
Watershed Conservation and
Education Initiative for organizing
a special educational workshop for
our Fabulous Friday. We appreciate
the opportunity to partner with

ourtesy photos

educational groups to enrich the
HVCC kiddos’ experience.

For our last Fabulous Friday of the
month, the kiddos will enjoy more
outdoor fun in South Fork.

We would like to invite everyone to
attend a free night of theatre at HVCC
on Tuesday, March 1. Our friends at
the Creede Repertory Theatre will
perform, “Ms. Joy” from 5:30-6
p.m. and HVCC will serve dinner
immediately following. We hope to
see you there!

This week during the after-
school program, the kiddos were
encouraged to consider which
career paths they would like to
pursue via our weekly theme, “Get
a Job.” We conducted a science
experiment to introduce the STEM
field to the kiddos and
made outfits using recycled
materials as an example
of a potential career in the
arts. Most importantly,
we wanted to expand the
students’ understanding
of the workforce and the
necessity of jobs.

Join us every Thursday
morning at9 a.m.forZumba
classes! Veronica Climie
has been teaching Zumba
classes in South Fork and
is now also partnering with
HVCC. The class is $5 for
adults and free toindividuals
in the 50-plus community.
We are located at 595 Grand
Ave.,inDel Norte.Giveusa
call at 719-657-2172, if you
have any questions!

Have a wonderful week
everyone!

Pile burns planned at

Alamosa,

Baca and

Monte Vista National

Wildlife

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Alamosa,
Monte Vista, and Baca National
Wildlife Refuges (NWR) will be
burning piles during the period of
Feb. 16 and March 31.

Refuge staff have been removing
invasive species and downed trees
as a part of reducing wildfire risk
and improving wildlife habitat.
The Baca NWR has removed large
quantities of downed cottonwood
trees and branches from the
creeks. The piles on the Baca
NWR are located along North and
South Crestone Creeks and at the
administrative sites on Alamosa
and Monte Vista NWRs.

Exact burn dates will depend on
weather conditions.

Adjacent neighbors and towns
should be aware of plumes of
smoke temporarily generated
because of the burning piles. The
piles have the potential to smolder
for several days. All burns will be
monitored until they are declared
completely out. Any neighbors
or individuals that may require
special consideration or assistance
if unplanned smoke issues arise are
encouraged to call Baca Refuge
Manager, 719-256-5527.

Prescribed fire smoke may affect
your health. For more information,
visit online www.colorado.gov/
pacific/cdphe/wood-smoke-and-
health.

For up-to-date information, Like

Refuges

Us on our San Luis Valley National
Wildlife Refuge Complex Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/
SanLuisValleyRefugeComplex
or contact Alamosa and Monte
Vista Refuge Manager Suzanne
Beauchaine at 719-589-4021x
1003.
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Water sustains the San Luis Valley’s working farms and ranches and is vital to the environment, economy

and livelihoods.

ASU’s Salazar Center posts full agenda for 2022
Rio Grande State of the Basin Symposium

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

ALAMOSA — With the theme of
“In Scarcity, Opportunity for Com-
munity,” the Salazar Rio Grande del
Norte Center at Adams State Univer-
sity recently shared the agenda for the
2022 Rio Grande State of the Basin
Symposium.

Inspired by these words from the
late Justice Greg Hobbs, the sympo-
sium will address the causes of water
scarcity here in the San Luis Valley,
and ways that the community is com-
ing together to address the issues.
The public is invited to attend this
free virtual event, from 9 a.m. until 1
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 26. Registration
is available online at: tinyurl.com/

StateoftheBasin2022.

Symposium Agenda Overview

“We are very pleased to have Dr.
Maria E. Montoya of NYU provide
her global perspective in her key note
address on ‘A Look at Water Scarcity
Globally: From the American West
to China.” And we’re bringing back
long time Adams State professor and
newly appointed State Director for the
USDA’s Colorado Office of Rural Af-
fairs, Armando Valdez as our Master
of Ceremonies,” said organizer Rio
de la Vista, “As a multigenerational
farmer/rancher from the Capulin area,
a water leader, educator and now
statewide leader, Armando brings

his valuable perspective to the whole
event.”

The morning will begin with a
report on the current “State of the
Basin,” including the latest data on
snowpack measurements and flow
forecasts by Division Engineer, Craig
Cotten with the Colorado Division of
Water Resources. He will also provide
information about the state of our
groundwater and related challenges.

Given the various aspects of com-
munity and water scarcity facing our
community now and, in the time,
ahead, the Symposium agenda will
address three key causes of water scar-
city and the community’s response to

Please see BASIN on Page 2

Seasonal closures at State Wildlife

Areas protect nesting birds

MONTE VISTA — To protect
water birds during the nesting season,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife imple-
ments seasonal closures at several State
Wildlife Areas (SWAs) across the San
Luis Valley.

Higel, Playa Blanca, Rio Grande,
Russell Lakes and Sego Springs
SWAs are closed to all public access
Feb. 15 through July 15. Addition-
ally, the wetlands portion of San Luis
Lakes SWA is closed to the public on
the same dates.

“These properties serve as important
areas for many species, including the
federally endangered Southwestern
Willow Flycatcher, different species
of waterfowl, Sandhill Cranes, her-
ons, etc.,” said CPW District Wildlife
Manager Tyler Cerny. “We have staff

that continually work in these areas
managing weeds, water movement or
other projects, so the public may see
staff during these times of closure.”

The closures add to two other clo-
sures at SWAs currently in place in the
San Luis Valley:

* Hot Creek SWA is closed to motor
vehicles from Jan. 1 through April 30.

e La Jara SWA is closed to motor
vehicles Jan. 1 until the last Thursday
before Memorial Day. This year, that
is May 26.

The purpose of those closures is to
protect big-game animal winter range
during the months elk and deer are
most vulnerable.

For more information on seasonal
closures in the San Luis Valley, call the
Monte Vista office at 719-587-6900.

f

across SLV

Photo by Tyler Cerny/CPW
Awhite-facedibisis pictured atthe Rio
Grande State Wildlife Area in 2021.

Sandhill cranes are seen in a barley field in the San Luis Valley. The
birds are making their annual Spring migration. The Monte Vista
Crane Festival is set for March 11-13.

Sandhill cranes
return to the
San Luis Valley

Crane Festival introduces
new format for viewing

By MECHEL MEEK

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The
cries of hundreds of sandhill cranes
have returned to the San Luis Valley.
Every year, the large birds can be seen
returning from their winter grounds
in the south to the assorted wetlands
of the Valley.

The sandhill cranes are a draw for
visitors, researchers, and bird enthu-
siasts from around the world. Many
people come every year to Monte
Vista during the Crane Festival to
view these birds, listen to experts
speak, and enjoy the craft show. The
Crane Fest will be held March 11-13.

According to the Monte Vista
Crane Festival website, mvcrane-
fest.org, “In 2022, we are hosting a
hybrid festival. We will not be using
buses or gathering indoors. Instead of
Crane tours, you will drive yourself to
meet-up locations on the Monte Vista
National Wildlife Refuge and learn
from experts interesting facts about
sandhill cranes from Refuge staff
and volunteers. Individual tickets are
purchased by selecting an event on
the website. Please select one Crane
Sandhill Crane Orientation Meet-up
for the entire weekend to attend, we
have limited availability this year
because of COVID. If you wish to
take a second tour to locations outside
of the Refuge, again please select one
meetup for the entire weekend. For
2022 speaking events, we asked our
experts to record their presentations.
You can watch the videos on-demand
for free from March 11 through

b -y

Photo by Mechel Meek

March 20. We hope you enjoy! The
videos contain interesting informa-
tion about wildlife use of abandoned
mines along the Sangre de Christo
Mountains, Flammulated Owls at the
Hot Creek Research Natural Area in
the San Luis Valley, raptor education
by Hawks Aloft and more. The Craft
Fair will be taking place for the entire
weekend.”

The ecosystem of the San Luis
Valley is vital to many birds, not just
the iconic Sandhill Crane. The San
Luis Valley is a unique microcosm
that many different types of migrat-
ing birds rely upon. The multifaceted
system is comprised of several dif-
ferent types of wetlands, agriculture,
and the most endangered wetland, the
riparian wetland.

The strength of the stopover habitat
is dependent on water, which high-
lights the importance of thoughtful
management of water resources
throughout the Valley. These migra-
tory birds are a vital part of the local
ecosystem, as they distribute seeds,
pollen, and food chain balance which
helps the overall health of this com-
plex and inter-reliant system.

As the migratory birds ingest a
large amount of energy to migrate,
the health of the wetland areas is
vital to their populations. Over 400
different bird species depend on the
various Valley wetlands to make their
semiannual migrations from Canada
to the Gulf Coast.

The sandhill crane depends heav-
ily on the San Luis Valley to support
its migration north in the Spring
and south in the Fall. The plentiful
areas set aside in the various wildlife
Please see CRANES on Page 2
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CRANES......c.

refuges provide needed breeding areas
and plentiful food for these majestic
wanderers.

The availability of waste grain from

farm fields is also a boon to these birds,

especially during the early Spring.
“Upon reaching the SLV, they scatter

themselves throughout barley fields,

BAS I N Continued from Page 1

them: the state of the Valley’s aquifers
and subdistricts, the current threat of
water exportation, and the current and
future effects of climate change.

The session on “What’s up with
the aquifers?” will include a panel
addressing the status of the aquifers
and the work of the Groundwater
Management Subdistricts to achieve
ground water sustainability. Amber
Pacheco from the Rio Grande Water
Conservation District, George Whit-
ten, rancher and water leader in Sa-
guache County, and Charlie Goodson
of Colorado Open Lands will answer
common questions about these issues.

For the session on “What’s up
with the water exportation threat?”,
Heather Dutton, Manager of the
San Luis Valley Water Conservancy
District and the Rio Grande repre-
sentative on the statewide Colorado
Water Conservation Board will give
an update on the latest developments
with the proposal to move SLV water
to Douglas County. Michael Carson
of the Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District will let participants know
how they can learn and engage in the
collective effort to prevent exportation
and the collaborative protectsanluis-
valley.com information source.

“What’s happening with climate
change?” will be addressed by well-
known journalist and author Laura
Paskus, drawing from here recent
book, “At the Precipice: New Mex-
ico’s Changing Climate,” which was
published in September 2020 by the
University of New Mexico Press.
A longtime environment reporter
based in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
Paskus is the environment reporter
for New Mexico PBS, and produces
the monthly series, “Our Land: New
Mexico’s Environmental Past, Present

Photo by Mechel Meek

lakes, wetlands, and the Rio Grande,
feeding on high-calorie grains and
nutrient-dense aquatic invertebrates.
Each Spring and Fall, thousands of
feathers slice through the brisk San
Luis Valley (SLV) sky, alerting resident
wildlife, local farmers, and eager birders
to the change of season. Ranging from
shorebirds to songbirds, a myriad of
avian species visits this high-elevation
desert as they migrate along the Central
Flyway to their breeding and winter-
ing grounds. Nurtured by the Valley’s
mosaic of wetlands, riparian corridors,
and agricultural fields, the SLV is a
critical stopover for these determined

and Future.”

The program will also include
information about the Rio Grande
Basin Roundtable’s newly completed
Rio Grande Basin Implementation
Plan from Emma Reesor of the Rio
Grande Headwaters Restoration Proj-
ect. Becky Mitchell, Director of the
Colorado Water Conservation Board
will update on the new version overall
Colorado Water Plan.

State Senator Cleave Simpson (R-
District 35) will share the latest on
water bills at the Colorado State Leg-
islature. Updates on the Salazar Rio
Grande del Norte Center’s upcoming
water education programs for Adams
State and the community will also be
provided.

Hosts and Sponsors

The Salazar Center and the Rio
Grande Water Conservation District
are co-hosts of the annual Rio Grande
State of the Basin Symposium, with
generous support from the Colorado
Water Conservation Board. Sym-
posium sponsorships from the SLV
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Cone-
jos Water Conservancy District, the
SLV Irrigation District, the SLV Water
Conservancy District, Headwaters
Alliance, Colorado Open Lands, and
generous individual donors all help
make this event possible and free to
the community.

To register and for more infor-
mation about the 2022 Rio Grande
State of the Basin Symposium, go
to tinyurl.com/StateoftheBasin2022.
Interested citizens can also follow the
Salazar Rio Grande del Norte Center
on Facebook for regular updates on
water issues and get information about
Water Education program at Adams
State University at www.adams.edu/

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

GENERAC
———

Limited Time Offer ~ Call for details

“To quably, Consumens muss requast & quote, purchaco, instal and acthate she
generater with & garicipating dealer, Call for a ful list of tams and conditions

about/salazar-center/ or contact them
directly at salazarriograndecenter@
adams.edu.

To learn even more about water
issues in the Rio Grande, videos of
presentations from the 2019, 2020,
and 2021 Rio Grande State of the Ba-
sin Symposiums and other past water
talks are all available online at: https://
tinyurl.com/ASU-SalazarCenterPlay-
list. The 2022 Symposium recordings
will be posted there as well, as part of
the Salazar Center’s on-going work to
develop a Rio Grande Library of water
information and resources.

travelers,” stated the San Luis Valley
Ecosystem Council in an article titled

“The San Luis Valley as a Critical Stop-
over During Bird Migration.”
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Ancient kingdom near Dead
Sea

5.2014 Winter Olympics host
10. Soft fabric
12. Covered in flowers

14. Works at a college or
university

16. Keeps us cool

18. Corpuscle count (abbr.)
19. Similar

20. Birthplace of Muhammad
22.They __

23. Preamble to a book

25. Southern China people
26. Hair product

27.The woman

28. Partner to cheese

30. One point north of due east
31. Round Dutch cheese
33.Bein awe of

35. Christmas song

37. Emits coherent radiation

38. Something that is
comparable to another

40. Monetary unit
41.The cutting part of a drill

42. Resinlike substance secreted
by certain insects

44.Touch lightly
45.Toyota SUV
48.__and Andy, TV show
50. Made less dangerous

52. Assets under management
(abbr.)

53. Nostrils

55. Moved quickly
56.Thai isthmus

57.TV personality Roker

Solution to last week’s puzzle
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58. Honors anew
63.Rags

65. One who obtains pleasure
from inflicting pain or others

66. Marketplaces
67. Dark brown or black

CLUES DOWN

1. Nowhere to be found (abbr.)
2. Not new

3. Brew

4. Stain with mud

5. Chief or leader

6. Luke Skywalker’s mentor __-
Wan

7.Type of sauce
8. Sharpens
9. Priestess loved by Zeus

10. Jean Henri __, French
entomologist

11. Regulates supply of fuel
13. Disturbing and horrifying
15. Equal (prefix)

17. Hosts film festival

18. Tattered piece of clothing
21.Rich desserts

23. Unique motor (abbr.)
24. Disfigure

27. Chemical substance

29. Slang for famous person
32. Department of Labor

34.The A-team rode around in
one

35. Beach cabin

36. Living things

39. Gun (slang)

40. Disconsolate

43. Stroke gently

44, Actress Richards
46."“Cletus Hogg" actor

47. Returned material
authorization (abbr.)

49. Brazilian mountain range

51. Upset

54, One with supernatural insight
59. Insecticide

60. Taxi

61.“Much __ about nothing”

62. Cannister

64. Popular clothing retailer




Wednesday, February 23,2022 — SV Léfestyles — Page 3

SRING - "719 852-3531 - 835 First Ave. -

R\

Ee:bmaw 23, 2022 21(!))_121

Monte Vista, Colo.

Officials say insurance rates to continue rising

By MECHEL MEEK

CENTER — Insurance can be
one of the largest unrecovered
costs of running a business and is
a necessity for most people.

The insurance industry often
uses complex algorithms to decide
upon insurance rates, whether or
not these risks apply to a rural area
like the San Luis Valley.

All types of insurance are nec-
essary for farms, commercial
enterprises and personal property.
Businesses need to cover their as-
sets, workers and liability.

Anyone who has a mortgage
will need to pay for homeowners
insurance, and even renters can
benefit from coverage against
losses and everyone who owns
a vehicle is required to have car
insurance.

The recent trend has been an
increase in premiums, from auto
insurance to commercial liability.
According to Insurance Journal,
“Shortages of building materials,
microchips and skilled labor have
contributed to higher-than-average
inflation in recent months. It is
unclear whether the increase in
the consumer price index (CPI) is
the result of demand surge follow-
ing the reopening of the economy,
which suggests the inflation bump
will be a temporary phenomenon,
or is related to rising wages, which

could make higher inflation lin-
ger. Insurers are concerned about
the immediate effects of higher
prices because such prices cause
loss payments to increase, which
in turn drive up premiums. Insur-
ers are recognizing the impact of
higher costs in their forward loss
projections.”

Since inflation can affect insur-
ance premiums, it is difficult to
predict if the rise in rates will be
temporary or long-term. When the
cause of rate increases is a deep
cause such as inflation, changing
companies or comparing prices
will not usually yield a lower rate.
The insurers estimate that global
non-life premiums will grow by
3.7% in 2022 and 3.3% in 2023.
Auto insurance rates rose 3%
from 2020 to 2021 and this trend
is likely to continue into the rest
of 2022.

According to The Motley Fool,
“Companies will raise premiums
due to those elevated claims
they’ve seen in the past couple of
years. This is a continuation of a
trend in the insurance industry of
what experts call a ‘hardening’ of
the insurance market. This occurs
when there is high claims activity
and policies are harder to come by.
We’ve been in a hardening market
since 2019 due to those issues. As a
result, insurers have the flexibility

|-

Photo by Mechel Meek

Farmers need insurance and industry officials are preparing people in all walks of life for increases, some o
of it due to inflation.

to raise rates without losing too due to weather, civil unrest and
other claims, according to reports.

While Colorado itself and the
San Luis Valley have not been

much business.”
Insurers have been paying out
more often in the past two years

subject to many of these types of
issues, the insurance sector bases
its rates upon the entirety of claims
and not always specific areas.

Marketplace insurance and the premium tax credit

What you don’t know can either
help or hurt your pocketbook for
tax time

By MARIE MccoLm

MONTE VISTA — The Affordable Care
Act was implemented into law in 2010 by
President Barack Obama. This act increased
health insurance coverage for the uninsured
and implemented and added stipulation reforms
to the health insurance market. The act was an
attempt to provide a better health care system
for everyone.

As part of the act, people who did not have
health insurance coverage and could afford
health insurance, based on their income
limitations, were charged a penalty on their
tax returns. Certain exemptions did exclude
certain individuals from paying the penalty,
including tribal exemptions, and lower-income
exemptions, for persons who could not afford
to purchase health insurance. Therefore, it
wasn’t everyone without health insurance that
had to pay a penalty, only certain individuals
who could afford but did not purchase health
insurance based on their income. The penalty
for not having health insurance was later re-
pealed and removed in the 2019 tax year.

Did you know though, that if you still have
marketplace insurance, there is a chance you
may still have to pay money back due to what
is called an excess premium tax credit. Most
places that sell marketplace health insurance,
including Connect for Colorado, Obamacare,
and Friday Health plans, just to name a few,
do not always disclose this information when
they sell you the health insurance. These types
of insurance are based on your income, and
it’s also based on a preview of what you might
make when your income is looked at from a
previous year.

Marketplace insurance offers people sub-
sidies also known as tax credits, that work
on a sliding scale — they limit the amount of
money you pay out in monthly premiums to
a percentage of your annual income. If you
overestimate your income, with your income
being reconciled at the end of the year when
you file taxes, you may have to pay back the
excess amount of the premium tax credit that
was advanced to you in subsidies.

However, if you have taken less than you
qualified for, based on your income estimation,
you would get the difference back.

Certain individuals who have marketplace
health insurance, do not have this knowledge,
therefore when they are sent form 1095-A,

which needs to be filed with their tax return,
they do not know if the form will either cause
them to owe money or receive money based
on the estimated amount of income for the

year that was given to their health insurance
service provider.

For more information on the advance pre-
mium tax credit, visit IRS.gov.

To all of our customers,

’LOYEE BEN

?’} (ZAﬂnk % 0“

for your busmess o

V‘ CIA-Leavitt Insurance

Alleavitt,Group/Agency.
Protecting YOUR way of life...

CROP! WORKERS’ COMPENSATION| BUSINESS i
EFITS | HEALTH | LIFE e

100 Premium Way
P O Box 5002

_9 589.3611
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ARKETPLACES

Selllyour;household
items|for/FREEY
iTotal\valuelofiitems;
mustjbe}$50lor]less?
Seeldetailslbelow?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS

06 PERSONALS

21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

L

[ CLASSIFIED INDEX

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES

28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS

44 FARM SERVICES

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT

03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS 47 HORSES & CATTLE
04 LOST & FOUND 26 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE

50 LIVESTOCK

EMPLOYMENT 29 MUSICAL ITEMS RECREATIONAL
07 HELP WANTED 30 ELECTRONICS/COM- 51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
08 WORK WANTED PUTERS 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS

SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV'S
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V”S/CAMPERS
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT  FINANCIAL
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT 56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS 57 INVESTMENTS

13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED TRANSPORTATION

14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 58 MOTORCYCLES

15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4°S

17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS

18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 63 TRUCKS

19 FARM & FARMLAND 42 FEED & SEED 64 AUTOS FOR SALE
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY 43 FARM PRODUCTS SERVICES

66 CHILD CARE

65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

for $50 or less «

Convenient ad placement:

To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First
Ave.in MonteVista,orcall (719)852-3531. Business hours
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email

at montevistaclass@gmail.com
Check your ad the first day:

To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us
rightaway so we can correctit.Ifan errorappearsin your
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional

day of advertising.

Our ad policy:Valley Publishing accepts all classified
advertising exceptthat which itdeems objectionable
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be

given for early ad cancellation.

RATES

15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.

Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold
Any Item or Animal being given away.
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

‘DEADLINE

Thursday 5:00 pm
Call 719-852-3531

or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

r
Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card,
American Express, Discover,
Checks, Money Orders & Cash

=3

AMEHII.‘AN
EXFR o Cards

—
VISA

05 Notices
IT you believe in: the oneness of
humanity, equality of men and
women, elimination of prejudice,
harmony of science and religion;
contact BahaiFaithFriends@ gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual conver-
sation, every Wednesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m.(2/23)

For information on meetings for
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW
FALL Price: Tell us the code
«ELK17» and you will get $17/1b
for Elk Grade A and $13/1b for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted

Executive Director — Headwaters

Alliance, Creede, CO. We are
hiring an Executive Director to
provide vision and organizational
leadership to implement a full
portfolio of water related projects
enabled by proven fundraising and
grant writing skills. Ideal candidate
will have management and devel-
opment experience, preferably in
non-profit sector and the ability to
work collaboratively with local,
regional and state partners to com-
plete tangible projects. This posi-
tion offers autonomy augmented by
an effectively functioning Board.
FT, exempt position, $56-64K
plus other benefits. See complete
description at headwatersalliance.
org. (3/16)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a
sales & office clerk. Tasks include
sales, over the counter and over the
phone, purchasing and inventory.
Please drop off resume in person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

RN’s $30.00
LPN’s $24.00-32.00 Br
CNA’s $14.50-319.49 HAr
Night-Shift Differential #1.00 an Ar
Ofther Positions Available!!!
Please APPLY [n-Person

River Valley [nn Nursing Home <
1335 Sixth Street « Del Norte, Colorado 81132 « 7 19-657-1105

-*40.00 HAr

o

at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, M.V. For
more info, call 719/852-2662 (3/16)

Admin & Program Assistant —
Headwaters Alliance, Creede,
CO. Position supports key func-
tions related to communications,
event planning, volunteer coordina-
tion, and organizational capacity.
Ideal candidate possesses excep-
tional skills in communications
and logistics. Proficient with Word,
Excel, Adobe Acrobat, Canva, and
Google applications; skilled with
social media and web maintenance;
able to generate craft high-quality
marketing and educational mes-
saging. Detail-oriented, able to
coordinate the many variables
involved in event and volunteer
programming. Opportunity for a
growth-minded individual to gain
experience in nonprofit and/or
water-related work, or for someone
seeking an assistant-level role with

@pengliuesTk)

donations, volunteenng an

Did you Know that you have
the power to stop an overdose death
with a simple and easy to use nasal
spray called Naloxone? This lifesaving
medication can reverse an opioid

overdose and has

saved countless
lives. You can pick
up your FREE
dose of portable

urgasconouranlmalshelter.org
y(»u ALEN 10 ad(»ptm Neall§s 5*2 3366

Dl m ARIIe =é]. PINAIS At & Sun. =~¥I:30)
BVIonday, KINoN=BUSINesSIHOUTS bylappointinentionly;

2825iShermantfAyves s vVionte vista

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the I{{)pei Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,

Midgee is a Stafford-
shire Terrier mix, about
10 months old and on
the small side. She gets
along with most other
dogs, she’s just a rough
young lady so her dog-
gie friends should be on
her same level. She’s
very playful with lots
of energy and is just
looking for the perfect
home!

YourHometown/Excavation'&DirtWork Experts

Our heavy construction services include earthwork
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic
systems, demolition, road development and
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

o

1 i
" RIO GRANDE CIVIL

22357 US Highway 160 719.850.0450
Del Norte office@riograndecivil.com

www:riograndegivil-com

' 9 @’17 Q.,
Mya;oe.z@:e; ) Gpande
Ayt'mal" 50a’eag -

Visit Our
Facebook

»a

ISPt

general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Hay hay is a Pit mix [
who’s about 2 and a half =
years old with all the ==&
love to give. She loves to [# = &
run and play chase, gets |
along great with dogs [
her size, and does well |
with kids too! She plays
her version of tag, and [ £85
loves when it’s time to |
Jjust hang out and cuddle! |&3
Is this love bug the one [S&
for you? B

Cleo is a new ar-
rival looking for a
great home. She’s a
Staffordshire Terrier
mix on the smaller
side, and is about 10
months old now. She
was very shy at first
but is finally opening
up to show her lovey
self. Very playful, good with kids and other dogs, and

Ms. Piggy is one of our
long termers here still look-
ing for her furever home!
& | She’s a Staffordshire Terrier
| mix, approximately 3 years
1 old, who has all the kisses
- | waiting for you! She’s a bit
strong so be prepared, she
may walk you! She has im-
— proved greatly since being
here with our staff and has slowly learned how to make friends

Naloxone at La Jara
Health Mart Pharmacy
located at 412 E Main St., La Jara.

If you have any questions, please
call (719) 274-5109, and for further
information about Naloxone and how it
works, please visit Narcan.com

would rather spend her days running around and laying in a
lap with belly rubs. Come meet her today!

With our population so high at the shelter we’re going
through more dog food for all sizes. We would greatly
appreciate any donations from the community, thank you all!

s
'u‘_u.
Please note we are on a first come first serve basts.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

with the other doggos here, we’re so proud of her. So please
stop by today and see if she steals your heart away!

T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.
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a stimulating array of responsibili-
ties. Full-time, exempt, $22-$25/
hr, plus QSERA, 2-wks PTO and
holidays. See complete description
at headwatersalliance.org. Send
cover letter, resume and references
to hiring@headwatersalliance.org.
Position open till filled, start date
4/2/2022. (3/9)

COLORADO STATE UNIVER-
SITY EXTENSION Job Vacancy
18-22 This specific 4-H Youth De-
velopment Area Extension Agent
position is a full-time position
working with 4-H in the schools and
the Juntos 4-H program throughout
the San Luis Valley Area. A Com-
pleted bachelor’s degree. D should
be conferred in education, public
health, social sciences, public rela-
tions, agricultural sciences, agricul-
tural education, youth development
or a closely related field. To view
the job vacancy announcement
and apply, click link: https://jobs.
colostate.edu/postings/99234. For
full consideration, all materials
must be RECEIVED no later
than 11:59 PM Mountain Time
on Sunday, February 27, 2022.
We are committed to increasing the
diversity of our staff and providing
culturally responsive programs and
services. Therefore, we encourage
responses from people of all back-
grounds and abilities. We invite
you to review Colorado State Uni-
versity’s Principles of Community
that guide our mission and vision
of access, teaching, service and
engagement. http://diversity.colo-
state.edu/principles-of-community/
CSU is an EO/EA/AA employer
and conducts background checks
on all final candidates. If you have
questions before applying call
Larry Brown SLV Area Exten-
sion Director at 719-852-7381.

Saguache County Treasurer’s
Office is accepting applications
for a full-time clerical position.
Position is 40 hours per week,
Monday-Friday 8:00 am — 4:00pm.
Applicants must have Microsoft
Excel, Word, 10-key, customer ser-
vice, and bookkeeping experience.
Must be able to answer phones,
and wait on public. Starting salary
is $15.00/hr, but will be negotiable
based on experience. Applications
are available at Saguache Coun-
ty Administration Office at 505
37 Street, Saguache, CO 81149,
or by visiting the Saguache County
website www.saguachecounty.colo-
rado.gov. Position will remain open
until filled. Must have high school
diploma or GED. A background
check and pre-employment drug
screening is required. Saguache
County is an E.O.E employer. (3/9)

Rio Grande County’s Sheriff’s
Office is hiring two Weekend
Court Administrative Assistants.

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

These positions will assist the
Sheriff with reports, bookings
and reporting data to the State
of Colorado, District Attorney.
Court/Administrative Assistants
will be required to file jail/detention

bookings with the weekend courts.
Work schedule is Friday thru Mon-
day 10-hour shifts. Applicants will
be required to pass a 10 panel drug
test, including marijuana. Starting
pay is $16.30 per hour DOE. These

will be Full time positions with Full
Benefit package: Medical, dental,
vision, 4% Retirement match plus
Life insurance. Full job descrip-
tion and application are available
at www.riograndecounty.org.(3/9)

FULL-TIME MAINTENANCE
Person needed for apartment
complex in Monte Vista. Inter-
ested persons need to have a
minimum 2 years maintenance
experience, valid driver’s license,

Our Best Deal For
Everyene.

iIPhones S

Starting at
While Supplies Last!

— Plys —

Galaxy S21's
Starting at $15 /uo.

iniensory Blowout promation reguines Assurance Servce Program for §13/mao and trade in of cusiomer's curtent phong, which will be sgpied fo the purchise price of the phone. The remaning promotional discounts soe appled 1o customer invoice over 30
months. Cistomer must purchase thek phone an Visero NOW! and actvate it on 2 ¥ieero Bater, Beat, or Ultra Unkmited plan and enoll in eBil Plan price shown with autopay discount, Plans starting at $30:mo require four Bnes of Better unlimited data.
Activation flee and taes based on full price of phone dus & pundhase. Promotional discounts end when the balince i paid in Rl The: remaining balance i duse If the Bne & terminated. Castomens porting in a new lne of service will recene credit for the
actration fee. Vieero credit rules apply. Sae store o visit us a wew.viseno.com for detait:

10..

VIAERO

WIRELESS

FING®BUILD

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims « Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113

M-F 7 aomo's pom.

oali t

S Spray Foam Insulatitgtc

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233
Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E +Monte Vista

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

NOSE = SENTERS « AUTH = BUSINERS = L198

DENVER
&/

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Shopping That'sJust,Your Stule g
eshwecRenaManie ¢

outiq

(U
& r

Specializing inmemorial, holiday. any og‘césic;h (=) 2
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs; keychains; carandlbib
vehiclewvinylland decals, business cards} andimuch)mone
CallMarie at 719-849-(494 toplace your ogder

today or email mariemedina3 O @hotmail-.comy,

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY
ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE

AVAILABLE
(719) 589-9952

Mystik

LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Automotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143

Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142

DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoore VinylFencing

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-FreeiEstimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbore!™
(Z719) 849-1568 ‘

> We make no guarantees of your ; )
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.
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clean background check and pass
a drug test. Maintenance duties
include but not limited to minor
plumbing & electrical, grounds
keeping, maintaining buildings &
common areas, and painting, etc.
Interested persons should pick
up an application at 551 Monroe
Street, Monte Vista CO 81144.
If any questions or further informa-
tion is needed, please call 719-852-
5505 or send resume to mvhaO4@
yahoo.com Attn: Alonzo or John.
Equal Employment Opportunity
Provider and Employer. (3/2)

2022 OPEN POSITIONS FOR
PLANNING & ZONING-City
of Monte Vista is seeking three
citizens with a desire to serve
on mailto:awelch@valleypub-
lishinginc.comthe Monte Vista
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion. The Planning Commission
consists of a five-member board
and persons must reside in the City
of Monte Vista. One member may
be a non-resident but must own
property within the City limits.
The Planning and Zoning Com-
mission members serve in an advi-
sory capacity to the City of Monte
Vista Council in matters relating
to planning and zoning, reviewing
and making recommendations on
subdivisions and land develop-
ment applications, and reviewing
proposed ordinances related to the
planning function. The Planning
and Zoning Commission meets on
the last Thursday of each month
and members that are appointed
by City Council will receive a $40
stipend per meeting. Interested
applicants please go to www.
cityofmontevista.colorado.gov ,
City Clerk’s page, Dept. Forms/
Documents and fill out the Planning
& Zoning Application and send it
to uvance @ci.monte-vista.co.us or
95 West 1% Street Monte Vista, CO.
81144. If you have questions please
call 719-852-6171 (3/2)

Rio Grande County Department
of Social Services is seeking a
Receptionist/Administrative As-
sistant. Position provides a full
range of clerical, secretarial, com-
puter data entry, and receptionist
duties. High School Diploma or
GED and two years clerical experi-
ence required. Successful comple-
tion of business courses obtained
beyond high school may substitute
for the required experience. $14.58/
hour. Pre-Employment drug test,
including a marijuana screening,
and background check are required.
Job Descriptions and applications
are available online at www.rio-
grandecounty.org, or pick up and
submit to Human Resources, 925
6" Street, Room 200, Del Norte,
CO 81132 (2/16)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a
pump technician! This includes,
but is not limited to, pulling &
resetting water well pumps, shop
time, cleaning & maintenance.
Valid driver license and drug free
are non-negotiable requirements.
Call 719/852-2662 for more info,
prefer drop off of resumes in per-
son at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, east of
Monte Vista.(2/23)

Power Zone Equipment is seeking
highly motivated applicants for
the following Positions: Industrial
Painter/ Assembly Tech $14-$18/
HR Welder/ Fabricator $15-$18/
HR Certified Welder $22-$28/HR

Pre-employment drug screening
and background check required.

To apply or enquire about details
for one of these positions, please
email resumes to greg@powerzone.
com or call 719-754-1981. (2/23)

Need Full-Time Farm Help Must
Know How to Weld and Know your
way around a farm Call 850-2137.
(2/23)

Creede Arts Council seeking
part-time Program Coordinator.
Administrative and computer skills
required. Info at creedeartscouncil.
com. Send cover letter, resume and
references to: PO Box 392, Creede,
CO 81130 or email to creedesculp-
ture@gmail.com. (2/16)

2022
EARTH KNACK

Experiences

for the

Z2Zlst Century

Independent Living Skills....
More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...
More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...
More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....
Our Specialty Since 1990!

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill
a full-time position for a Teller
in the Creede Branch. Duties
will be to accept deposits, loan
payments and process withdrawals
while maintaining a balanced cash
drawer. Must be personable and

pleasant answering the phone and
greeting customers.

Many other

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, LL.c
L. Blair Nielsen DC + (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by
appointment with Chiropractic
and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement.and
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple
Treatment Approaches

Archery

www.earthknack.com for full class descriptions, dates and pricing

FOR ADULTS! SURVIVAL PRIMITIVE SKILLS
ADVENTURE CAMP MARCH 21

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A TV STAR TO HAVE ALL THE FUN AND LEARNING!!

Wild Plants Uses, includes Health Care Plant
Stone Tools - Flint Knapping 107 April 16

American Bison Processing Class April 23-25
Traditional Hide Tanning Methods April 28-May 2
Ancestral Fire Making Techniques May 7
Natural Fibers Fantastic 1st offering: May 13-15
Natural Fibers Fantastic 2nd offering: May 20-22
Archery Camp for Families 1st offering: May 13-15

-25
Throwing Tomahawk Class April2- 3

Preparations April 9- 11

Into the Heart of the Buffalo

Camp for Families 2nd offering: May 20-22
Horse and Buggy Hitching May 28

v il +rl

o a

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

INSTALLATION*
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This Winter, Protect and
Repalr Your Greatest Asset

t-.—hprn-—‘nl Or ¢ r-nml |:}=u -] -J‘r-u.'r--r‘lrlr [+] thw—:—- issues h

it's too late will help protect your home for winters to come

| G

Foundation and Structural Repair + Easy Financing

+ Mationally-backed
Transferable Warranties

Basement Waterproofing

Crawl Space Repair and Encapsulation

P L L LT R R L L R L

fWINTER OFFER'}
'%ﬂ /E $500
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duties will be assigned as needed.
The position is permanent, full-
time, M — F, 8am — 4:30pm with
Y5 hour lunch and a robust benefits
package. Application available
at TrueLocalBank.com/careers or
inquire at 117 N. Main, Creede
or call 719-657-3376 and ask for
Dawn. EOE. (2/16)

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam
at Cozy Glo LLC, 719-480-5047,
Delivery Available. (3/2)

Firewood for sale $180.00 per
cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. (3/22)TEN

36 Miscellaneous

The Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office is accepting applications
for Full-Time Dispatch/Jailer.
Applicants must be 21 years old
and have a high school education
or GED. Applicants must be profi-
cient in computers, be able to multi-
task, a problem solver and requires
working with county Jail Inmates.
Applications must pass a criminal
background check as well as a drug
Test. Applications may be picked
up at the Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office located at 530 5™ St., Sagua-
che, CO.Phone 719-655-2544. The
Sagauche County Sheriff’s Office
is an equal opportunity employer.
Positions are open until filled. (2/16)

12 Houses for Rent
For Rent: 3-Bedroom, 2-Bath
Home between Monte Vista and
Del Norte $800/Month, Call 719-
581-0868. (3/9)

Available for rent in Del Norte: Re-
modeled 1 bedroom/1 bath unit for
one person. $600/month, inclusive
of water and sewer. No pets. Call
719-850-0750.(2/23)

27 Appliances
Stainless Double Door Refrigera-
tor Works Great 35” Wide 68 High
$250 Call 719-206-3132 (2/16)

28 Household Goods

Full-Size Captain’s Bed with
mattress $300.00, Oak coffee
table with glass top $100.00 Great
condition. 719-588-5679 (3/16)

32 Fuel & Heating

Looking For A Less Expensive
Way to Heat your Home. Farmer
Boy Sawmill Has You Covered
With a Bundle of Slabs. Call 719-
480-4059 (3/9)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500
(3/2)

STEEL STORAGE CON-
TAINERS - Sales, Rentals &
Modifications! Containers are water
& rodent proof. 8 wide, 8’-53” in
length. Call for more information
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc.
— Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (03/22TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT
AND SMALLER. We Stock Invert-
ers, Charge Controllers and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Rolls, More. We Also
Carry Cable and PV Wire. Thank
you for Buying At Bontrager’s Va-
riety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte
Vista. 719-852-0500. (TFN) (3/2)

41 Farm Equipment
ee eedPremium alfalfa
and alfalfa/grass, small bales,
barn stored, $9.00 per bale. Call
719-580-2509 (3/30)

48 Pets & Supplies
Banddog mastiT puppies. Brindle
and solid colors. Asking $250. 719-
480-0118 (3/2)

HUSKY/BORDER COLLIE pup-
pies. Beautiful! For info & pics,
text (719) 298-2947 (2/23)

Pot Belly Piglets, Only 2 Left,
$50.00 each obo. 719-849-8261.

50 Livestock
Cattle grazing permit in Carson
National Forest with San Antone
Livestock Association, permit only
719-274-0267 (2/23)

GOT CLUTTER?
CLEAN UP WITH
THE CI.%SIFIEDS

You'll find yourself with

money in your pocket and

room in your garage when
you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds.

Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $1 2 per week

(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Call Today!

719-852-3531

Attention Farmers and Ranch-
ers: Seal your leaking livestock
tanks, ponds and reservoirs with
bentonite. Call 719-580-6652.
(5/17)

59 Vehicles Wanted

H ON THE SPOT FOR
JUNK AND UNWANTED VE-
HICLES We pickup, no title ok.

719-937-7935.719-849-8491(TFN
3/1)

65 Professional
Services

oes
all types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,

available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
(03/01)TEN)

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation.
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call
Tony, 970-903-1403. (05/31/2022)
TFN

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes
preliminary evaluation and C(BCT image. $500 value. Expires: 2/28/2022.

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.
I was having constant health
problems that were getting
worse every day. My diseased
teeth and gums were draining
me of my energy and it was
impossible to stay healthy. After
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr.
Thornell placed dental implants
and I got a new set of teeth in
just one day. | am now healthier
and feel better than | have ina
long time. | also have a great
smile. Dr. Thornell you are a life
saver! | can’t thank you enough.
~ B.Gullette

William F. Thornell
DDS, MAGD, DICOI

35 years lmplant and oral
surgery experience

Medicare

Certified Provider
pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

Medicare

Certified Provider

Convenient payment plans and
financing options available.

Credit Cards
Accepted

Pag osaC
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An enchanting
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O en Mon.-Sat.

New arrivals for
are coming in

MOS. 658-2848
Ry 1
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,

Linens & gpeaalty
Foo

PR .
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W
ily.

New signs, framed art,
flower stems and orbs.
Somethin2 for evervone.

The Drive

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main * 658- 2848 Creede

21 N. Main

Creede
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Prime Mountain Tract. A rare and beautiful gem
of mountain property is now for sale near Sali-
da Colorado. San Luis Creek flows through the
center of a lush green meadow surrounded b;
a variety of plant Tife. Alder trees line the creel
bank and beaver ponds full of fish provide a
eaceful secluded environment that is one-of-a-
ind. Above the creek bottom are stepped bench
uplands. Ancient Indian campsites have been
identified on an overlook. A private road accesses
the center of the property. The entire property tract
is fenced. A public forest access road crosses the X X
south east corner and is fenced. The psrolperty lies 1/2 mile from US Highway 285 and
connections to utilities. The town of Salida with all the amenities of skiing, mountain
biking, river rafting, excellent medical services, schools and so much more are a short
20 te drive from this mountain retreat. Call today! $1,000,000 MLS#771050

g@egends }@r-emier l@roperties

Tracy Gosar, sroker/Owner 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-850-1815(cell) * 719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home |
located just minutes from the town of South
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and
1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of
5458. Features in the home include a massive
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, -5
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, - ]
office, playroom, and a lardge living room for you to enjoy with family and
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to expérience world-class
high mountain views. Above the Farage is a'custom log guest quarters with
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated
entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of
- | room to add on if you wanted.
Has good space, and some
updates. Has been a rental, so
great for the investor looking
for a rental investment. Some
: outbuildings, and established

| yard. Call today for more de-
_Em| tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

g@egends }@r-emier ]@roperties

Tracy Gosar, sroker/owner 810 First Ave. ¢ Monte Vista
719-850-1815(ce11) ¢ 719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE
TO BELIEVE!

« 3 bedroom « 2 bathroom
This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home -
Entry room, living room, large kitchen
with island, lots of cabinet space,

laundry. This home has beautitul wrap -
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is
fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle « South For]

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

February Valentines
Vest Drive

Vests for
Veterans

Warm Hearts, Warm Homes!
Drop oft a new or gently used women’s or men’s vest. Stay
for a cup of coffee and sign up or call for a Free Home
Market Evaluation with Bernadette Gingrass

2STS

€/ 7

= _FROM
{FOR SALE’
07 2/ TO ‘SOLD
ciisgACompaity’Realty, INc
HET1OT850-1993
Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate

30635 US Hwy 160 = South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Level building spot on the
10th Fairway at the Rio
Grande Club and Resort
with stunning views. Just
minutes away from World
Class skiing and the Rio
Grande River known for
Gold Medal fishing- This
is a perfect spot for your
dream home on a Champion-
™ ship Golf Course. Don’t let
- 1 this one slip away! $47,000
o MLS#781025

@ g@egends }@r-emier ]@roperties

Kazie Deacon, associate Broker 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-850-2827 www.legendspremierproperties.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city
water and sewer with water tap that
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio
Grande River and the town of South
Fork. Your perfect location to build
your dream home. Moments away
from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, :
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive  South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Great commercial lot with beauti-
ful trees on property! This 0.33 acre
lot is a great place to start a new busi-
ness whether it is cabins, hotels, or a
store without having to worry about
any HOA’s . This land is partially lev-
elled and can be tapped into the City
utilities. It is connected to 92 Rio Vis-
ta Circle; with the possibility to pur-
chase both properties for $65,000.00
to make your business space that
much larger! Don’t miss out on this
opportunity; call us to view it today! $30,000 MLS#790097

@ cEecends }@r-emier ]@roperties

Klayton Gosar, associate Broker 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!
This Parcel is located in the mountain
town of South Fork, Colorado.
Located in the majestic San Juan

Mountains. You will find a varie
of historic motels, hotels, medic:
clinic, grocery store, repair shops
restaurants, shopping for the active
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio
Grande Golf Club and Resort. The
winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork,
Coisa p0£ular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Great commercial lot with beautiful
| trees on property! This 0.6 acre lot
is a great place to start a new business
whether it is cabins, hotels, or a store
without having to worry about any
HOA’s . This land is partially levelled
and can be tapped into the City utilities.
It is connected to 52 Rio Vista Circle;
with the possibility to purchase both
properties for $65,000.00 to make your
3 business space that much larger! Don’t
.| miss out on this opportunity; call us to
view it today! $40,000 MLS#790099

ECETIES }@r-emier l@roperties

810 First Ave. * Monte Vista

@

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com
Prime Commercial
Property! Awesome

building on Highway 285
that would work great for
any type of business. This
building is insulated, heat-
ed, and has a beautiful of-
fice space with huge hang-
ing doors on both ends of
the building. The building
is located on a 0.75 acre
commercial lot! $179,000
MLS#787380

@ cEecends }@r-emier ]@roperties

Tracy Gosar, sroker/owner 810 First Ave. * Monte Vista
719-850-1815(0611) ¢ 719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

Wonderful custom home site
located on the Rio Grande
Golf Course in South Fork,
Colorado. Beautiful fairway
and mountain views and just

moments from the Rio Grande

River. A perfect place to to
build your dream home or

- vacation home with year round

] access and public South Fork
water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishin;
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Ca

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900 MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

- 441 Lande . South Forl
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

1 Acre parcel
with beautiful
views of the
Sangre de Cristo
Mountains.
Close to the

Sand Dunes and
Alligator Farm
and Hooper Hot
Springs Pool. Just
a short drive over
to Salida. $5,000
MLS#780912

g@egends }Qremier ]@roperties

@Debbie Milne, sroker 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista

719-850-9532(cell) ® '719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver
Mountain Estates. Level building
site with views of the surrounding
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam
this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys.
Central sewer and water tap, paved
roads and local utilities. Moments
_ away from the South Fork River,
Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500 MLS #788938
651 Escondida Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Your Real Estate

Listings could reach
over (8,000

é;rogpeafive bugers!

et in on this Great Deal
and gee the results.

Reserve space fora minimum
of twelve [17) weeks for ..

3.4" wide x 2" tall 535 perweex
3.4" wide X 4” tall — 570 per week

34" Wide X 6" —5109 perweex
T’ wide X 2" tall —570 perweex

CALLTODAY!
719-852-3531

Sandra Marquez
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com




Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex Ribbon Cutting
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SPENCER

architecture studio .

Congratulations
on the Grand Opening of the
Outcalt Event and Conference
Center at the
SLV Ski Hi Complex. Spencer
Architecture Studio is proud to
have been chosen as the
Architect for this project.
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By JouN WATERS
Courier NEws EpITOR

VALLEY — Ralph Outcalt, a
long-time San Luis Valley resident
and business leader who lived to
be 101, led a life of business and
community service that continues
to this day through a foundation that
bears his name.

Outcalt’s father died during the
Spanish flu epidemic in 1918 when
Ralph was 5, leaving his mother to
support her family of three young
children by running a boarding house.
The economy of the region relied
heavily on the Denverand Rio Grande
Railroad that supplied passengers in
need of overnight accommodations
supplied by the Outcalt family.

To support the family, Outcalt
dropped out of high school and worked
at a bakery. He finished high school
through a correspondence school
where he also studied engineering
and surveying.

During World War II, Outcalt served
in the U.S. Army in Italy commanding
an engineering unit. Upon returning to
the states, he worked with his uncle at
Sorum Tractor, eventually buying and
operating the business for many years.
With his business partner Don Wuckert,
the two bought the First National Bank.

Through his life, Outcalt supported
many causes in the San Luis Valley
and in 2008 established the Outcalt
Foundation,anonprofit with a mission
to promote the growth and prosperity
of the valley and the future of youth.

According to Karla Shriver, trustee
of the foundation, Outcalt and the
foundation has supported Boys and
Girls Clubs, Adams State University,
4-H, Alamosa Future Farmers of
America, the Rio Grande Hospital, La
Puente, the Colorado State Veteran’s
Center at Home Lake in Monte Vista
and the Monte Vista Police Department,
and others. The foundation also
provides financial assistance to Shriners
Children’s Hospitals.

Outcalt’s experience of dropping
out of high school, working during the
day to financially support his mother
and later finishing school at night,
greatly influenced his lifelong support

MaJor CONTRIBUTION

'T'he legacy of Ralph Outcalt

“The faClllty is now named the Outcalt Event and to cover other educational expenses.

Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

| think Ralph is smiling down from heaven.”
— Outcalt Foundation Trustee Karla Shriver

of education. The Outcalt Foundation
provides student scholarships to both
tradional and non-traditional students.
According to Shriver,“Ralph was very
youth oriented in his giving because

he knows that is the future of the San
Luis Valley.”

Last year the foundation endowed
Adams State University $150,000 for
student scholarships of up to $25.000 per

yearand one-time awards of up to $3,000

Shriver said the foundation is a
supporter of the Ski Hi Pavilion
and offered, “We are proud of our
contribution and we are very proud
of the way the community got behind
this. Everybody got behind this and
we all got it done. The facility is
now named the Outcalt Event and
Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.”

“I'think Ralph is smiling down from
heaven,” Shriver said.

Ralph Outcalt

{3
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THANK YOU

SKI-HI

for chooseing us
for your asphalt
paving needs!

CONGRATULATIONS

on your

RIBBON CUTTING!

CONS TR(,

<

7040 W. Hwy. 160 ALAMOSA, Co.81101 719-589-6671
WWW.ASPHALTCONSTRUCTORS.COM
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Announcing Our

100" Annual
STAMPEDE

July 21-24, 2022

at the new
Outcalt Conference
Center at Ski Hi!
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INITIAL PROPOSAL

Iriends of Ski Hi makes pitch to City of MV

Published Monte Vista Journal,
September of 2019

By CHELSEA
MCNERNEY-MARTINEZ

MONTE VISTA — The Friends
of Ski Hi Park, a collaborative group
of organizations, user groups, event
committees, and other parties with an
invested interestin the Ski Hi Complex,
presented the results of their work
thus far in a potential design for a
new multi-purpose building and other
changes to the Ski Hi Complex. The
design was presented at a meeting on
Sept. 4, 2019, that included Friends
of Ski Hi Co-Chairs Karla Shriver
and Kathy Rogers-Woods, attendees
from Spencer Architecture Studio
who completed the design, and
representatives of Alcon Construction,
contractors for the project.

The plan included demolishing
the multi-purpose building and pool
area, except the bleachers and the
roof over the bleachers which were
in sound condition and replacing the
building with a new 30,000 square
foot one with a multi-purpose area and
a conference center on the east side.
The McMullen Building, arena, and
other spaces would notbe altered. The
new building will be in the same space
although about 10-20 feet narrower
from north to south and slightly longer,
about 30-40 feet, from east to west
than the current footprint, with the
west side of the building as the main
entrance for the recreation-multi-
purpose area. The picnic area will be
moved to the west side; there will be
a new ticket booth-office building
west of the main building along with
a food truck circle.

The new building will include two
sets of restrooms with both indoor and
outdoor access as well as two shower
stalls in each restroom. Don Spencer
stated his architecture firm and Alcon
Construction did a lot of research to
ensure they get the most durable and
functional materials for the restrooms
and were working with Rio Grande
County to ensure they meet all ADA
Compliance standards, safety codes,

and emergency coordination needs.

The multi-purpose recreation area
was designed to consider several
different events and potentially
removable courts-flooring for
those events, including volleyball,
basketball, pickleball, roller derby,
badminton, and wrestling, among
others. Monte Vista Recreation

Artist rendering of the front of the new building design.

Director Jaime Hurtado inquired
about sound design, as acoustics have
been an issue for recreation events
and concerts in the current building.
Spencer replied they would hire an
acoustic engineer to ensure absorptive
materials and sound panels can be
utilized to improve the sound quality
in the space for an economic cost.

Alcon Construction’s Brian Cook
pointed out the wide-open space
without columns is ideal for fitting
about 105 vendor spaces, and
they were looking at the details of
mechanical, electrical heating, and
cooling needs to select the most
“abuse-resistant, long-lasting” and
efficient materials for cost estimates.

Spencer Architecture and Alcon
Construction were also looking at
retractable electrical outlets that
come down from the ceiling instead
of floor-level outlets.

The conference center would
include one main conference room
thatcould fitbetween 248-310 people
and three smaller conference rooms
with a capacity of 155-223 people, a
food warming area, and hallways and
entries that can be locked or opened
to meet specific conferences’ needs.

Rogers-Woods explained they
considered the costs of a full
commercial kitchen space but the

current and anticipated uses of the
facility would make a warming area
for caterers more practical.

When asked by attendee Kyler
Brown how long the building was
expected to last, Cook said they had
used similar metal-exterior structures
before and expect approximately 100
years outof the building. The buildings
are also fairly easy to maintain and
they’ve previously repurposed or
refurbished similar buildings before,
citing the examples of the Sanford
gymnasium and Gunnison Airport.

“It’sanindustrial quality of beauty,”
Spencer added, “...it will look good
and be very durable...It deserves to
be attractive, solve problems and be
something we and the community can
be proud of.”

“We are working very hard to
make this a functional and nice, but
cost-effective project,” said Rogers-

Please see PITCH on Page 7
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Del Norte
705 Grand Ave. ¢ 719-657-3376

Member FDIC

Congratulations!?!

NORTE BANK

TRUE + LOCAL « BANE

TruelLocalBank.com

Creede
106 S. Main St. ¢ 719-658-0126

Equal Housing Lender

Thank You for allowing us to be
a part of this wonderful project!

Congratulations!

COOLEY & SQp¢
VAT i

4469 County Rd. 108 » Mosca * (719) 206-3022

The SLV REC Foundation
is proud to be a major
donor of the new
Ski Hi Complex!

POWERING A VITAL YALLEY

719.852.3538

www.slvrec.com ®
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POWERED BY SLVREC

www.ciello.com
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ENTIRE BUILDING

54,473 sq ft

ﬁﬁu |-.|I"|""'H'”||L‘INI : GHHH”I H”\

AT AT GLANCE
EvenT CENTER ® CONFERENCE CENTER

31,717 sq ft 16,723 sq ft

o i et v
'llq| o i |

Photo by Brian Williams

® | ARGE CONFERENCE e SmaLL CoONFERENCE-MEETING ® \WARMING KITCHEN
Room-BaNQUET Roowm Rooms Max CAPACITY It will have the following items to help keep
Max Capacity 416 80, 79, 80, 60 — 299 O e g Gorare
o — Refrigerator
Of note: Has a built in dance floor, two large Of note: The four small conference rooms —_lce Machine
projectors and screens. have partition walls that can be removed or
added depending on the space needed. Each — Information provided by the City of Monte Vista.

small room has an 85 inch TV.

GREAT JOB!

ON THIS WONDERFUL FACILITY
THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING US TO DO THE
LANDSCAPING ON THIS PROJECT!

1155 Seventh 5t.
Alamosa, (0

ﬂﬂﬂﬂf" hcfﬂrfﬂ (719) 589-5660

www.northrivergreenhouseandlandscaping.com

J

Center at Ski Hi, and the 1* Youth Ag Fest!

N 1899 E. Hwy. 160 (719) 852-7381 Monte Vista -

\S

ColoradoStateUnwersﬂ.y
SLV AREA EXTENSION

Proud to have held the 2022 SRM Ag
Conference in the Outcalt Conference
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FunDRAISING EFFORTS

Community supports Ski Hi project

Published Monte Vista Journal,
December of 2020

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — “The new San
Luis Valley Regional Ski Hi Event
and Conference Center is becoming a
reality!” said Karla Shriver, co-chair
of Friends of Ski Hi. “Even in these
challenging times, the projectis moving
forward. And it’s all possible due to
the wonderful support of people who
believed in the project, both in our local
San Luis Valley community, as well
as some who live outside the Valley.”

Because of the steady local support,
Friends of Ski Hi has successfully
raised grant funding from a number
of foundations, such as the Outcalt
Foundation, Cultivating Hearts,
Trinchera/Blanca Foundation, Daniels
Fund, El Pomar Foundation, Robert
Rawlings Foundation, Gates Family
Foundation,and BoettcherFoundation.
State and local governments have also
seen the benefit of this project for the
whole San Luis Valley, including all
six San Luis Valley counties,Alamosa,
Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio
Grande, and Saguache. At the state

Photo cburtesy of Friends of Ski Hi

level,the Department of Local Affairs
(DOLA) and the Colorado Housing
and Finance Authority (CAFA) have
also designated funds for the project.
The Friends of Ski Hi was also named
as a beneficiary for the Larry and
Vivian Reed Estate which has been a
huge benefit for the project.

“Even though Friends of Ski Hiand
the City of Monte Vista decided to
proceed with the actual building of the
facility, there is still additional funding
needed for its full completion,” said
Kathy Woods, Friends of Ski Hi co-
chair. “This is an Enterprise Zone
tax credit project, so any financial
contribution over $100 qualifies for a
25% tax credit to qualified Colorado
income taxpayers. Still,donors should
check with their accountants to be sure
they qualify for this benefit.”

Friends of Ski Hi is seeking to raise
a minimum of 10 to 15% of the total
construction costs to use as matching

“Comyreﬁenswe

ﬂgncu[mm[ Consuftmg

Since 1982”

We provide support and answers
for your agricultural needs

Irrigation ~ Pests ~ Fertility
All Pre & Post Growing Needs

CALLTODAY TO SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Agro Engineering, Inc.
0210 Rd 2 S Alamosa

719-852-4957

wWww.agro.com

funds for additional grant applications.
The goal is to raise locally at least
$875,000, and more if possible.

“Friends of Ski Hi are so close, yet
so far from raising the amount needed
forthe total project cost of $8,641,800,”
said Shriver. “To date, we’ve been able
to secure cash and pledges amounting
to $8,055.903 or 93% of the total. But
thatmeans we are still shortthe final 7%
or $585,897 to complete the project.
We are still seeking grant funding, but
Friends of Ski Hi needs to continue to
bring inlocal matching fundslocally,”
said Shriver. “We hope to raise an
additional $100,000 to $150,000 in
our community in the next couple of
months.”

“This project has truly been a San
Luis Valley community project,”
said Woods. “People, businesses,
and organizations have all pitched in
to make this work, as we all see the
benefits this facility will bring to the
whole San Luis Valley.”

Congratulations
Outcalt Event and
Conference Center!

Tractor Co., Inc.

7727 Hwy. 160 - Alamosa
589-2822 - www.sorumtractor.com

C ongra tulations!

Outealt Lvent and C a/(fe/oe/me
Center at S Z/'—I%'gwﬂ/a/e,v

‘Huge thank you to Karla Shriver and
Kathy Woods for their work on this project’

LBlS VALLETY
TATOES

‘Il-

QUALITY AT IT’S PEAK

(719) 852-3322

www.coloradopotato.org
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Continued from Page 4

Woods in a press release about the
design reveal.

Shriver confirmed they do not
have committed sources of funding
for the project yet as most grants
and other sources require the cost
estimates, that would be forthcoming
after Alcon Construction and Spencer
Architecture complete their research
on materials, HVAC needs, and other
details as well as the completion of a
survey for drainage, retention ponds,
and other needs.

In a press release, the Friends of
Ski Hi Park stated, “The goal is to
have the project completed by 2021
for the 100th anniversary of Ski-Hi
Stampede. However, it may take a
little longer depending on the planning
and fundraising.

“The group has not yet received
cost estimates, but once we do the
group will decide if we need to look
at phasing the project in some way
or if we can move forward with both
the multi-use portion along with the
conference center,” the release stated.

“We will then begin our fundraising
efforts,” said both Shriver and Rogers-
Woods, “and it will take the whole San
Luis Valley to make this work. This

Photo courtesy of Friends of Ski Hi
Friends of Ski Hi made a presentation in 2019 to the Monte Vista city
Council that led big changes to the Ski Complex.

is for our kids, grandkids, and great-
grandkids just like our forefathers
envisioned the current facility for us
to use.”

The design and concept phases
are being funded by a DOLA grant
obtained by the City of Monte Vista
and a grant the Friends of Ski Hi
obtained from a local foundation.

In the overall master plan that was
completed for the Ski Hi Complex in
2006, there was a phase in the vision
for a swimming pool.

“We all want a swimming pool
back in Monte Vista,” said Shriver.
“However, we have todesign and build
this in phases as we cannot afford it all
atonce nor is the City set up to maintain
it all right now. We are not sure we
can afford to do both the new multi-
purpose recreational portion along
with the conference center at this time
either. What we do know is what the
user group tells us we need to support
current events now held at the facility.
There have been some events lost due
to the lack of infrastructure now at the
current building. The difficult part is
that when you have a complex of this
size, costs go up because of building
codes, which are needed, which call
for acertain number of bathrooms, fire
suppression, etc. We have to be real
on what the Valley community can
afford,” said Rogers-Woods.

Congratulations.

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, 11.
L. Blair Nielsen DC + (719) 849-8091

Qutcalt Event and Conference Center
Monte Vista, Colorado

FROM THE MONTE VISTA COOP

WWW. MYCOOP.COM

vC

'Congratulations to
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FirsT Big EVENT

SRM Ag Conference enjoys new building

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

MONTE VISTA — As snow
fell on the San Luis Valley, visitors
to the 40th annual Southern Rocky
Mountain Agriculture Conference
and Trade Show were met with chilly
weather for the second and third days
of vendors, seminars, presentations
and agricultural education at the
Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV
Ski Hi Complex.

This was the first time in two
years that the conference was held in
person and though attendance seemed
average, Kyler Brown, Southern
Rocky Mountain Agricultural
Conference Coordinator said that it
was lower than in previous years.
It was also the first official event
to be held inside the new event and
conference center.

“A lot of people were actually
surprised that we were hosting the event
in person but as far as attendance goes
it’s down only a little bit this year and
we hope to see that change as we move
forward. We are really happy with the
new building, and everyone has been
enjoying the new conference rooms.
It was nice to have this center for the
vendors and the seminars,” said Brown.

Wednesday morning, Feb.2,started
with a breakfast served by local SLV
Rural Electric Cooperative members
and employees. SLVREC Marketing-
Sales Coordinator Jennifer Alonzo
spoke about the new building and the
difference it made at the conference
this year.

“Everyone we have talked to has
mentioned how great of a venue this
is and the conference rooms are just
wonderful. We really enjoyed serving
breakfast this morning and have had
a good turnout this year,” she said.

Over 90 vendors came this year
to showcase their educational and
informative booths throughout the
main room of the complex.

“This center is probably one of
the best things to happen here in
the Valley in quite a few years. The
building is amazing and will be a
huge benefit to the community for
many years tocome,” said Rio Grande

EDUCATION,
PROGRAM

LOCATED |

ERE
ROOMse N

Photo by Brlan Williams
The 40th annual Southern Rocky Mountain Agriculture Conference and Trade Show was held Feb. 1-3 inside
the newly named Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

Scott Deacon and John Noffsker were
in attendance Wednesday to greet
visitors and to thank the committee

County Commissioner Chairman
Gene Glover.
Gloverandhisfellowcommissioners

that was responsible for putting the
conference together.
“The committee that worked to put

this year’s conference together did an
amazing job. The event was very well
planned and laid out throughout the
entire building, and we were all very
impressed with how things went,”
said Glover.

Monte Vista High School
participated by allowing students to
attend the conference and participate
in some of the presentations and
interact with the vendors. Overall,
the conference was considered a
welcome success for the Valley and
Monte Vista.

Plans for the next event are well
underway, and according to CSU San
Luis Valley Extension Director Larry

Brown,the committee, Colorado State
University and other organizations
are looking forward to seeing the

conference grow.

“We are anticipating that the
conference will be better as we move
forward and we are looking forward
to the next 40 years,” Brown said.

Trenholm Chiropractic, LLC

Contact me today for a complete insurance review.

Shari Oliver, Agent

852-884
729 First Ave. - Monte Vista

through Chiropract

Dr. Lois E. Trenholm

hiropracior

Congratulations Outcalt Event
and Conference Center!

LiaJara

TRADING POST
LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS

A BETTER

719-274-5857
!/, mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy.

Congratulations Outcalt Event
and Conference Center!

BUILDING SUPPLY

719-587-0338
1403 Tremont, Alamosa

SOLUTION
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CouNTLESS VOLUNTEERS

"I'housands

of man-hours
donated to project

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

MONTE VISTA — Through
the many efforts of community
leaders, community members,
local organizations, businesses, and
individuals, the time has finally come
to celebrate the Grand Opening of the
Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV
Ski Hi Complex and a sincere amount
of gratitude goes out to all who made
it possible.

The building was literally erected on
dreams and built from the dedication
and passion of all who volunteered
their time, equipment, resources,
money, and expertise to the project.

In the early days of the project,
a group of like-minded individuals
that was comprised of different
backgrounds came together with one
purpose in mind and that was to see
the dream of having a new building at
the Ski Hi Complex become a reality.
The Friends of Ski Hi was formed
and through that partnership, a dream
became a reality. Through countless
hours of hard work and dedication, the
group raised enough funding to get the
project off the ground and continued
with the project all the way to the end.

While the group was hard at
work raising money for the project,
volunteers stepped in to prepare the old
building for demolition. Karla Shriver
and her crew with Pro Mountain Farms
and Terry Hillin with Colorado Seed
worked to clear the building before it
was torn down and have continued to
generously donate time to the project
in many other ways.

Rio Grande County Commissioners
played asignificantrole in the donation
of funding to the project through the
county’s Colorado Conservation Trust
Fund. The county donated $250,000
to the recreational aspects of the
building in hopes of increasing the
youth recreational opportunities in the

area. The building will eventually be
used for recreational events including
youth basketball and other sports.

“The county would like to
congratulate the successful effort to
get this project up and going,” said
Rio Grande County Commissioner
John Noffsker.

“We are happy to be a part of the
recreational aspect of it,” continued Rio
Grande Commissioner Scott Deacon.

Rio Grande Commissioner Gene
Glover, “Congratulations to the
success of the facility and we are
pleased to have done our part for the
recreational opportunities the building
will bring to the community.”

Other businesses and volunteers
who graciously either donated time,
equipment or expertise include Jim
Willschau with SLV Earthmovers
who donated time, equipment, and
knowledge in the demolition phase
of the project, Troy Gerringer with
Earthworks of Southern Colorado
who gave asignificant amount of time
throughout the project, James Cooley
with Cooley and Sons Excavating who
helped with the end dump phase and
donated aloader and operator, Adrian
Absmeier with Absmeier Landscape
and Construction who donated time
and a dozer, Bryan Malouff with
RMS Utilities who helped with the
end dump and provided a driver, Rio
Grande County Road and Bridge
Department who brought in a dozer,
street sweeper, water truck and
donated significanttime and operators,
the Ski Hi Committee who donated
and countless numbers of volunteers
and the City of Monte Vista for
removing equipment and utilities.

The project was also not possible
without the efforts of the San Luis
Valley community who showed
support, donated monetarily through
a tax increase and fundraising efforts
throughout the duration of the project.

Congratulations on
completing the Outcalt

Event and Conference at
SLV Ski Hi Complex

At Stone’s we've always been
PASSIONATE ABOUT
PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICE...

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres « 719-754-3453

Outcalt Event and
Conterence Center!

QnawT
@T@ wn % P.0. Box 220 ¢ Del Norte

SEPTIC SERVICE, ivc.  (719)657:3022
Expercence Hao Mo Sabotitute  brownssepticinfodgmail.com

Septic Tank Pumping ¢ Clogged or Frozen Sewer Lines

Leach Field Rejuvenation ¢ Certified Septic Inspections
Flushable Portable Restrooms ¢ Portable Heated Showers

\ Locally Owned & Family Operated
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Name HonoRrs AREA HISTORY

It's officially the Outcalt
Event and Conference at

SL.V Ski Hi Complex

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Friends of SkiHi
and the City of Monte Vista announced
the new facility on the east side of
town is officially the Outcalt Event and
Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

The news came from the City
of Monte Vista on the eve of the
40th Annual Southern Rocky
Mountain Agriculture Conference
and Tradeshow that will be the first
official eventheld at the new building.

“The vision of this new facility has
been in the works for many years, and
timing was right in the last couple of
years to make it a reality,” said Karla
Shriver, co-chair of Friends of Ski Hi. “It
has been amazing to see how the whole
San Luis Valley community has stepped
up to make it happen along with several
otherfundersincluding foundations,local
governments,and DOLA . Thisisafacility
thatwill be here foryears tocome. Friends
wouldlike tothank all ALCON and all the
subcontractors who worked on it. It truly
has been a team effort.”

The people choosing the name
wanted to celebrate the history of the
building and keep Ski Hi in the name,
according to the City of Monte Vista.

The large charitable donation from
the Ralph Outcalt Foundation warranted
his name at front and center.In addition,
the complex was promoted as aregional
facility and received regional support
from many donors so adding SLV (San
Luis Valley) will be all-encompassing
for anyone using the facility.

The building was a want for the
area for years and gained momentum
in recent years as fundraising for the
multi-million project began in earnest
spearheaded by the Friends of Ski Hi.

“The vision behind the new Ski Hi
building had been there for a really
long time,” Shriver said in an earlier
interview, chairperson for the Friends
of Ski Hi. “This idea was there as early
as 2006, 2007, the only thing that was
not, was the funding. The funding
really came from grants and community
donations and involvement; itreally just
took off from there.”

Wenta Nip &
Santizing, LLc
“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Don Wenta, Owner

Congratulations!
Outcalt Eventand
Conference Center
at Ski Hi Complex

P.0, Box 875
1% EHwy 1602 g
Monte Vista

%

(719) 852-0353

www.wentanip.com

We look forward
to many
events at this

beautiful new
complex

San Luis Valley

HEALTH
Proud Commurnily dupporton

CiTy oF MonNTE VISTA IN PARTNERSHIP
wiTH FRIENDS OF Ski Hi
O

e

CITY OF MONTE VISTA

IL’UGZCOJ’}'IES you to ilw
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Outcalt Event and
Conterence Center at

SL.V Ski Hi Complex!

For rental information, contact
Stephanie Ruybal sruybal@ci.monte-vista.co.us or call 719-480-9670
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LookING TO THE FUTURE

Purpose of the Outcalt Event and Conference
at SLV Ski Hi CompleX

By Gi1G1 DENNIS
MONTE VISTA CiTY MANAGER

hy would a community, a city, a region
want to invest in a facility like the Outcalt
Event and Conference at SLV Ski Hi

Complex? I’'m guessing this was heavily
discussed before a shovel was ever put into the ground.
Coming into the project at the tail end, I will give you
some thoughts on what I think this building means to the
San Luis Valley and the City of Monte Vista.

First and foremost, I want
to congratulate the leaders of
our community who created a
grassroots collaboration of citizens
from across the valley, local
county governments, small and
large community and regional
non-profits, local organizations,
and young and old alike who saw
a great need and an opportunity
to build something special. They
helped find the private funding
needed to create a facility that
would complement the state’s
oldest professional rodeo, Ski
Hi Stampede, as well as added
space for local craft and vendor
shows, a place for small or large
meeting venues, and celebrations
like weddings, reunions, and
Quinceanera’s and sports
tournaments. It is an exciting time
for our city, and we are proud to
have this facility in our community!

Having said that, the funding
to build the structure and get it
open is only half the story. Now
comes the operations, management,
event booking, maintenance, and
overall systems to keep this facility
viable for many years to come.
The management and maintenance
alone of a 54,000 square-foot
structure on a community our
size may be overwhelming on a
stretched City Budget. The partial
1-cent sales tax that was passed by
the voters (thank you very much)
will definitely help with some of

the operations and maintenance
expenses, but it does not cover all
of it. We will have full-time staff to
keep the building in tip-top shape
and address the daily operational
expenses like electric, gas, waste,
parking lot, light bulbs, keeping
the furnishings and AV equipment
in safe running order, and the
additional responsibility of setting
up tables and chairs, and the sports
equipment are all costs associated

As cities across the country
know, all of the operating costs are

not recovered by renting the facility.

There is an ongoing cost to operate
these facilities and we will continue
to manage our resources to the best
of our ability.

Optimistically, the city is very
enthusiastic to work and show
the benefits of such a grand
structure. Industry-oriented events
and nonprofit organizations have
meetings and conferences so by

our clients. We will show the value
of having their event in our space
and they will enjoy the service we
provide in a facility that will fit their
IT & wifi needs, HVAC comfort,
and quality sound system as well as
a comfortable, safe, and accessible
place for gathering. We will manage

our success by constantly evaluating
how we can be better.

In addition, when a weather-
emergency event happens in the
community and an emergency

shelter or warming center is needed,
Photo by Brian Williams

marketing and word of mouth, we
are planning outreach meetings that
will fit a variety of organizations.
People will always need places to
rent and serve the need for trade
shows, concert halls, and banquet
facilities. The end result is the
indirect impact of more people
in town, meaning more people in
restaurants, staying in our hotels,
and shopping locally.

The city team will strive to foster
a win-win relationship with each of

we will be able to serve those
needs and open the doors for those
purposes.

The versatility of the facility is
outstanding from business meetings
to wedding receptions to birthday
parties-graduation parties-baby
showers to tournaments and to
all of our annual events that will
continue to be held at the Outcalt
Event and Conference at SLV Ski
Hi Complex. The opportunities are
endless, and we look forward to
hosting you. Please, come join us!

with booking the facility.
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CANTY ELECTRIC

LLC
| LIC#2538 |
20776 Co. Rd. 20
Sanford

Mike Canty
719-580-1081
Ryan Canty
719-480-9777
Mitch Canty

Congtarulations!

Outcalt
Event and
Conference

mikecantyelectric@gmail.com enter

Congratulations
Ski Hi Complex!

We thank you for allowing us to work on this project.

B Call e ,‘/? all
c«m: ,a’méz.w ey’

(719)589-4I125 « Alamosa, Colorado

Congratulations!
Outcalt Event and
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Congratulatmns.

| San Luis Valley
for such an

awesome
facility.

Thank You to the |
subcontractors,
Donorsand . =
everyone else who f‘- S
had a part of this. 5 £ = .

12233 Rd 5 South
M\ Alamosa

ALCON CONSTRUCTION INC. alconconSt.com

\/ 719-589-4084
Serving the San Luis Valley for over 45 years.
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