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MONTE VISTA — Sargent 
High School is hosting a benefit 
dinner on Feb. 19 for Diana Rice, 
known affectionately as RiceBob, 
MommaRice, RiceLady.

She was recently diagnosed 
with breast cancer and is still 
fighting leukemia.

Rice will undergo breast removal 
and several chemo treatments. She 
will need help with expenses that 
medical insurance will not cover, 
such as lodging, food, gas, and 
any surprise expenses that arise.

The fundraiser dinner consists 
of ribs, ham and beans, baked 
potatoes with fixings, and a 
silent dessert auction. The dessert 
auction winners will be announced 
during halftime of the varsity 
boys basketball game.  Sargent 
is hosting Custer County with 
tipoff at 1 p.m. on Feb. 19. The 
fundraiser dinner begins at noon 
in the SHS Cafeteria.

Dinner cost is a donation.

Annual ALMA & 
Friends Concert 

Feb. 19
ALAMOSA — The annual 

Alamosa Live Music Association 
& Friends concert is on Saturday, 
Feb. 19 at 7 p.m. at Society Hall, 
400 Ross Ave., Alamosa. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. 

ALMA announced that Palmas 
will kick off the evening with 
Nueva Eclectica/Flamenco. The 
Celtic (K)nots will close out the 
evening with Celtic and early 
American folk music.

Admission is free for ALMA 
2022 members and $15 for general 
admission. No advance tickets are 
for sale, so come early to grab a 
seat. Masks required.

SHS hosting benefit 
dinner for Rice

SOUTH FORK — The 
Rocky Mountain Sled Dog Club 
announced on its Facebook page 
that it was cancelling the sled 
dog races planned for Feb. 19-20 
near South Fork “due to parking 
and trail concerns.” The club also 
stated it was looking for a new 
site for 2023.

Sled dog races 
cancelled

By Priscilla Waggoner 

MONTE VISTA — When it comes to 
water conflicts, Jim Yahn, long-time manager 
of North Sterling Irrigation District, has quite 
a story to tell. For almost 30 years, Yahn has 
been at the helm, overseeing the diversion 
and distribution of water to over 350 farmers 
from the North Sterling and Prewitt Reservoirs 
that, together, provide irrigation water to 
approximately 70,000 acres.  

That role put Yahn on the frontline of matters 
20 years ago when a court ruling resulted in 
the office of the state engineer shutting down 
thousands of wells on the South Platte. 

Yahn, as the keynote speaker at the 40th 
Southern Rocky Mountain Agriculture 
Conference and Trade Show on Feb. 2 in 
Monte Vista, shared with a large, standing-
room-only audience of nearly 500 people 
the hydrogeological history of the South 

Platte, leading up to 2002 when the drought 
— described as the “crucible” — resulted 
in surface water users on the opposite side 
of the fence from groundwater users and 
augmentation plans filled up the dockets of 
water court for almost three years. 

It was a story that most in the audience knew 
very well. The situation on the South Platte 
was the spark that ignited what would become 
the Rio Grande Water Conservation District’s 
Subdistrict No. 1 more than a decade later. 

But the most compelling part of Yahn’s story 

Jim Yahn, manager of North Sterling 
Irrigation District, delivers the 

keynote address at the Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agriculture Conference and 

Trade Show on Feb. 2 in Monte Vista 
that resonates with the audience. 

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner 

Southern Rocky Mountain Ag Conference 
keynote speaker shares river story

Please see YAHN on Page 2A

She is 
recommending Chief 

Deputy Treasurer 
serve remainder of 

her term

By Mechel Meek 

SAGUACHE COUNTY — In an 
email to the Center Post-Dispatch, 

Saguache County Treasurer Connie 
Truj i l lo  announced she was 
resigning effective March 7.

Tru j i l lo  has  been  County 
Treasurer since 1995 and has been 
re-elected to the position ever since. 
She could have run for another 
four-year term this year.

“I, Connie Trujillo, Saguache 
County Treasurer/Public Trustee 
have tendered my resignation 

effective March 7, 2022. The time 
has come when I must step down 
as your Treasurer/Public Trustee. 
The decision to step down has not 
been an easy one and one that I have 
spent numerous hours making,” 
Trujillo stated in her email. “Being 
your Treasurer/Public Trustee has 
been an amazing experience that 
will stay in my heart forever. I now 
have an opportunity in my personal 

life to move in another direction 
in which I am very excited and 
happy about.”

Trujillo stated she has seen many 
positive changes over the years.

“S ince  1995  when  I  f i r s t 
took office, we have seen many 
changes not only in the Treasurers’ 
Office but in the county as a 
whole,” Trujillo stated. “We have 

County Treasurer Trujillo stepping down in March

Please see TRIJILLO on Page 2A

Photo by Mechel Meek
Center is seeing an influx of grants to help with the town’s revitalization efforts.

Center continues to receive grants 
toward revitalization efforts

By Mechel Meek

CENTER — The Town of Center 
announced that it has received 
several awards and initiatives 
that have significantly accelerated 
its stated goals of community 
building, entrepreneurship and 
workforce development, reuse 
and activation of space, and 

development vision.
The plan was first created 

with Downtown Colorado’s 
Colorado Challenge Accelerator 
Program in 2018. The Town 
has continued with its vision of 
improvements, partnering with 
the Colorado Department of Local 
Affairs (DOLA), Kansas State 

University’s Technical Assistance 
to Brownfields Program (KSU 
TAB), the American Planning 
Association (APA), and Colorado 
University’s Denver College of 
Architecture and Planning.

The Town has been awarded 
many types of assistance since 
Please see GRANTS on Page 2A

Attorneys claim 
continuance will 
‘expedite’ trial  

By Priscilla Waggoner 

ALAMOSA — The four individuals 
charged in connection with the alleged 
murder and dismemberment of five 
people, a series of crimes locally known 
as the “Los Sauces” case, appeared along 
with their attorneys in court via Webex 
on Friday, Feb. 4.  

Adre Baroz, Julius Baroz, Francisco 
Ramirez and C.J. Dominguez were 
scheduled for their “first appearance” 
in the case, typically the point in the 
judicial process when defendants are 
read the formal charges that have been 
filed against them. After the charges 
are read, defendants then enter a plea 
of guilty or not guilty.  

However, before the hearing, David 
Lipka, defense counsel representing Adre 
Baroz, filed a motion for continuance, 
requesting the arraignment be postponed 
for 60 days. Although Judge Michael 
Gonzales, was aware of the motion, 

Judge grants 
continuance 

motion in 
Los Sauces 

murder trial

Please see TRIAL on Page 8A
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oBituaries

Much loved Husband, Father 
and Grandfather. Bill grew up in 
Monte Vista, and married his high 
school sweetheart, Margaret Sweet. 
Bill was a Marine, and fought in 
Vietnam as a helicopter pilot, then 
settled into his career as a United 
Airlines pilot. He and Margaret 
raised their two girls on a farm in 
Oakville, Washington. After raising 
their daughters, Bill and Margaret 
moved back to Colorado again 
from living in Oakville, WA and 
Kauai, HI. Bill is survived by his 
wife of 59 years, Margaret Sweet 
Hurd, his daughters Anna Hurd 
Struiksma (Dave), Anna Hurd 
Bachand (Darren), 6 grandchildren 

On Feb. 2, 2022, Sandra Kay 
Rose beat her fight with multiple 
sclerosis after 33 years. Calvin 
Rose, her faithful husband of 42 
years, never left her side and she 
was surrounded by family.

Sandy loved the Lord and served 
him her entire life. She accepted 
him as her savior at 9 years old and 
was baptized at College Heights 
Baptist Church in Alamosa, Colo.

She was more than happy being 
the central figure in the lives of her 
children and being a farmer’s wife 
was the pinnacle of her existence. 
She touched the lives of so many 
people and never turned a person 
who needed help away, especially 
teenagers.

She is survived by her husband, 
Calvin Rose Jr., and sister Shirley 
(Bobby) and brother Frank (Shellie) 
and sister-in-law Carolyn; her sons 
Zac and J.C. (Ashley); daughters 
Cassie (Beau) and Jamy; grandkids 
Bradley, Korah, Tylere, Colten 

Sandra Kay Rose

(Amber), Sulley (Drakelyn), Colby, 
Jason, Dominick, Scarlette, Calvin, 
and Christian and great-grand baby 
Ampten.

She was preceded in death by 
her Momma and Daddy, Rowdy 
and Betty Martin; her sister Jeannie 
Lorenz and brother Jack Martin, 
and granddaughter, Ava Rae.

Her celebration of life and 
graduation to Heaven will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 12, 2022, at 11:30 
a.m. at Connect Church, 1500 
N. 10th St., Canon City, Colo. A 
reception will follow.

Wilson Roger “Bill” Hurd 
November 4, 1941 – January 21, 2022

and 3 great grandchildren. 
#alzheimersawareness

was not told so much in acre-feet, 
case law, or augmentation plans. It 
was not even told with great drama or 
flourish. In a quiet voice and simple, 
straightforward language, Yahn used 
a single scene to capture a situation 
where, over the course of years, a 
community accustomed to abundant 
water found themselves facing a 
diminishing supply of water with 
one group having access to water for 
irrigation while the other did not. 

“So, you had one farmer who 
irrigated from a reservoir — a reservoir 
he’d helped to pay for — not having 
any water to grow a crop looking out 
and seeing his neighbor growing crops 
with water pumped from a well.”   

Yahn didn’t describe it further. It 
wasn’t necessary. The silence in the 
room seemed to suggest the image — 
what it looked like, what it probably felt 
like — was clear in everyone’s mind. 

A situation already loaded with 
stress that comes hand-in-hand with 
a scarce supply of water that people 
rely upon for their livelihoods, was 
suddenly escalated by decisions made 
outside of the community of farmers, 
themselves. Those decisions, as Yahn 

describes it, “pushed farmers into 
opposite corners and determined to 
stand their ground.” 

Yahn brought the story back to the 
San Luis Valley, acknowledging that 
local farmers knew very well of those 
dynamics. 

“We [on the South Platte] didn’t 
have time to work it out ourselves. 
We were thrown into the middle of 
the situation. I think…I think your 
way is better,” saying without actually 
saying the collaborative and collective 
process that led to the formation of the 
subdistricts was far preferential to the 
litigious path farmers on the South 
Platte were forced to travel. 

At the end of his address, Yahn 
spoke about the nature of small-
town communities where people 
“work together more…helping their 
neighbors and putting themselves in 
their neighbors’ boots.” 

He then described himself as a 
Christian and quoted the two most 
important commandments. The first is, 
“Love thy God with all thy heart.” The 
second, which Yahn says he has tried 
to follow, underscored his message. 
“Love thy neighbor as thy self.” 

Among the handful of questions 
asked at the end, one person asked 
Yahn to weigh in on the Renewable 
Water Resources proposal to use 
American Rescue Plan Act money to 
secure water in the San Luis Valley 
for Douglas County. 

“I wouldn’t like it,” he answered. He 
then added, “There’s a right way and 
a wrong way to do things.” 

After a brief pause, he answered the 
question, “I’m opposed to it.”

YAHN Continued from Page 1A

embraced the 21st century with 
computers, technology, websites 
that contain so much information, 
collections and distributions by 
credit cards and ACH. It is hard to 
remember coming into the office 
with four other employees and one 
computer to process over 17,000 
tax notices. Now it runs smoothly 
with three other employees and 
what I believe to be wonderful 
customer service.”

Trujillo concluded her email by 
saying she was recommending the 
County Commissioners appoint 

her Chief Deputy Treasurer as her 
replacement.

“I have asked the Board of 
County Commissioners to appoint 
Regina Swartz, Chief Deputy 
Treasurer, in my position for the 
remainder of my term,” Trujillo 
stated. “She has been in the office 
since 2014 and has served as Chief 
Deputy for 3 of those. She is more 
than capable of replacing me in all 
areas of the office. It is my hope 
that you will also support her as 
you have supported me.”

Trujillo thanked the people of 

Saguache County for allowing her 
to serve as their Treasurer.

“ I t  has  been  an  amaz ing 
experience serving this County 
that will stay in my heart forever,” 
Trujillo stated. “You, the people of 
Saguache County are wonderful 
and unique. As an Elected Official, 
I could not have asked for a better 
group of voters and citizens. I wish 
to publicly thank each one of you as 
well as my family and friends who 
have believed in me, supported me, 
and will continue to support me in 
this decision.”

TRUJILLO Continued from Page 1A

the beginning of the revitalization 
efforts, including the placement of 
an AmeriCorps VISTA member, a 
$114,588 grant through the DOLA 
Main Street Open for Business 
(MSBOA) program, $20,000 from 
a DOLA planning grant program, 
$120,000 through a DOLA Rural 
Economic Development Initiative 
grant, assistance with master 
planning and historic preservation 
from the national Design and 
Preservation Rapid Assistance 
Team (D-PRAT) from the APA, 
economic redevelopment assistance 
through KSU TAB, and the Town of 
Center’s Highway 112 streetscape 
revitalization project was selected 
as the capstone project by CU 
Denver’s College of Architecture 
and Planning’s Masters in Urban 
Regional and Planning Program. 

The Town will be continuing 
participation and engagement in 
the Colorado Challenge Program.

“The Town has worked very 
hard to receive numerous grants 
and assistance to continue its 
vision into the future,” said Center 
Town Manager Brian Lujan. 
“Most importantly, this support is 
allowing us to make major advances 
in bringing to life the thriving 
economic and social community 
our residents desire, generating 
local pride that has not been seen 
in decades and hopefully serving 
as a blueprint for other rural 
communities who have suffered 
from a past of stagnation.”

T h e  C o l o r a d o  C h a l l e n g e 
Accelerator Program created by DCI 
has partnered with 30 communities 
from various areas in Colorado. 
The CCA program is designed 
to consider solutions for specific 
challenges such as housing, historic 
building rehabilitation, business 
attraction, seasonal economies, and 
other development challenges.

According to DCI,  “DCI’s 
Colorado Challenge Accelerator 
Program is  a  team-bui lding 
accelerator focused on establishing 
a plan of work and proposal that 
engages public,  private,  and 
non-profit partners to address a 
significant community challenge 
over the course of twelve months. 
The Colorado Challenge Program 
works to transform the community’s 
challenge into an opportunity, to 
establish a proposal, financing 
approach, and team of community 
partners ready to implement their 
plan of action.” The goal of the 
improvements to the Town of 
Center is to improve the quality 
of life for the residents and 
revitalize the town, according 
to officials. The results of the 
ongoing efforts can be seen in the 
new ownership of six previously 
vacant downtown buildings and 
infrastructure improvements.

GRANTS Continued from Page 1A
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letters

oPinion & editorial

Editor,
After receiving my recent 

commercial property tax bill, I went 
to the Saguache County Assessor’s 
Office to find out why my new tax bill 
was $4,500 after being only $57 last 
year. Since there is no business on the 
property, I thought it was a typo and 
was meant to be $450. 

After being told the higher amount 
was correct, I asked about the tax 
rates (mill levy). Why was the rate 
so high for a commercial property 
that doesn’t even have a business 
on it yet? Everyone in the office just 
shrugged. One woman stated that it’s 
high “because Potch [Potch, LLC] sold 
the properties for so much.”  

I asked three questions about the 
tax rate. Just a shrug as a response 
to each question and a reference to 

Potch, LLC. County Assessor Peter 
Peterson said it was a special area 
but couldn’t give me a reason why 
when I asked. 

The cost of this property tax was 
an extreme shock. The valuation 
notice that came last summer didn’t 
give any indication that the dollar 
increase of my property taxes would 
be quite so excessive. I could have 
been saving to pay part of it. Maybe 
the county assessor can take that into 
consideration and add a comment line 
to the valuation notice in the future? 

I requested a longer payment 
plan since I live on Social Security 
with no other income. The Assessor 
referred me to the Saguache County 
Treasurer to discuss a payment plan. 
They don’t do payment plans. I felt 
Treasurer Connie Trujillo was rude 

and disrespectful toward me. I was 
very upset and tearful when I left the 
County building. I felt violated. I cried 
on and off all afternoon. I am not as 
tough as I was when I was younger. 
It should not be this traumatic to do 
business with the county.

This was a very upsetting experience 
for me — that the Assessor’s Office 
couldn’t explain to me why the tax 
rate was so high! Isn’t that supposed 
to be part of their knowledge base?

I have since researched and 
determined that the addition of the 
Moffat mill levy is why I was taxed 
at a higher rate than other similar 
businesses in the county. How nice it 
would have been for Peterson or his 
staff to have just explained that to me!

Lydia Barton

Moffat

This past week, our winter “neck 
of the woods” had an ice storm. For 
those of you unfamiliar with such 
events, an ice storm is when you 
lose electricity, water, and heat so 
you can get closer to your other half.

The reason this wonderful 
opportunity comes around is that 
normally beautiful trees take on 
the shape and form of something 
out of a horror movie and soon the 
power lines come crashing down. 
This leaves everyone in a state of 
perpetual darkness and cold; schools 
and businesses close plus people 
must remain in stinky proximity to 
one another, like it or not.

For those of you in a relationship 
with a significant other, it suddenly 
brings to mind the wonderful days 
of dating when you could not 
get enough of the other person’s 
presence. You remember those days 
when you sought out the other to 
be together more?

And nothing says together more 
than being cooped up in an RV with 
Miss Trixie with no heat, lights or 
running water. To regress a little bit 
let me describe the actual storm as 
it hit our farm. There was Ol’ Dutch 
sitting in his easy chair perusing 
the Internet ads for important 
things like lumber and pickle jars 
when it hit.

Even Ol’ Dutch who is deaf as 
a post, could hear the freezing 
rain hitting the window and Miss 
Trixie soon came crashing down 
from the bedroom to announce, 
“It’s sleeting.” 

Soon she retired to her hidey hole 
on the bed and the peaceful sounds 
of pit-pat continued. Suddenly a 
huge crash reverberated through 
the house as half a tree fell on 
the roof. This was immediately 
followed by Miss Trixie crashing 
down from her throne, bug-eyed 
with wild hair and announcing, “a 
tree fell on us.”

Even though Ol’ Dutch is as hard 
of hearing as an earless mouse, I 
pretty much heard that branch hit 
the roof right over my head. This 
same thing happened over and over 
as branches continued to fall on us 
all night long and Miss Trixie kept 
up her announcements to make sure 
I was aware of the damage being 
done. Morning brought about an 
ice-covered landscape and of course 
the subsequent loss of electricity, 
which is always a fun time.

And it also meant that Ol’ Dutch 
and Miss Trixie were thrown 
together for even more quality 
time in close quarters. Now I know 
what you all are thinking. It’s a 
good thing Ol’ Dutch is such an 
amicable and patient man in such 
circumstances, otherwise Miss 
Trixie might just wake up in cement 
overshoes.

But one thing I did start to 

Editor,
I was appointed by the Conejos 

County Commissioners in January of 
2018, taking over the office from long 
time Clerk and Recorder Lawrence 
Gallegos. I then was elected to office 
November 2018.

I took an oath always uphold the 
Constitution which I take very seriously, 
and I would appreciate the support of 
all Conejos County Citizens to re-elect 
me for another 4 years as your Clerk 
and Recorder.

Since taking office, I have run 
seven successful and secure elections. 
I applied for and was awarded over 
$57,000 in grant money, which I used 
to upgrade computer and servers for 
Electronic Recording, and I purchased 
three new laptops for working remotely. 
I purchased three new Election Drop 
Boxes that were placed in Conejos, La 
Jara and soon to be placed in Romeo. I 
will also be running both the Primary 
and General Elections for 2022. I have 
also been awarded a grant from the 

Secretary of State’s office to purchase 
a new video monitoring system for my 
office in efforts to upgrade our Election 
security. 

I am truly honored to have a great 
staff who go above and beyond for me 
and the citizens of the county every day. 
Marci Lucero is my Election Clerk, 
Tamera Casias is my Title Clerk, and 
Kim Pacheco is my Recording Clerk. 
We all handle Motor Vehicle transactions 
daily and if you ever have any questions, 
call us at 719-376-5422 or email us at 
any time at nruybal@co.conejos.co.us.

My Staff and I take election and cyber 
security very seriously. My office offers 
several different services to the public: 
We are required to record documents 
from Elections, Motor Vehicle and 
Recordings. We remain open and 
transparent in all aspects of this office. 
We are always busy, however, my 
staff and I love to take care of all our 
citizens and get our jobs done accurately 
and safely while providing excellent 
customer service. 

Serving the citizens of this great 
county fills me with significant pride. 
My family has been living in Conejos 
County for many generations. My 
parents taught me to always be kind and 
helpful to our neighbors and to never 
forget where I came from. I was born 
and raised in Conejos County, attending 
Antonito High School and then Adams 
State University graduating in 2002 
with a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration with an emphasis in 
Management. I have served as a member 
of the DRIVES Governance Committee 
for three years governing many aspects 
of Motor Vehicle policy and procedures. 
I am a member of the Supervisory 
Committee for the Guadalupe Parish 
Credit Union. I love living in Conejos 
County where I am either working on 
my ranch, hiking, fishing, or hunting. 
There is no other place where I would 
like to live. I am rooted here in Conejos.

Nathan Ruybal

Conejos County

Too close to you

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

notice from my place in the 
recliner was that every time Miss 
Trixie came toward my location, 
I cringed. No, not like “she was 
gonna hit me with the cast iron 
skillet type” cringe but more of 
a “what am I gonna have to go 
outside in the ice and do now for 
her” cringe. Try as I may to give 
her “the look” when she came 
close, she didn’t seem to get the 
hint or most likely ignored it 
having become immune to such 
avoidance techniques long ago.

The other thing I learned in this 
time of togetherness is Miss Trixie, 
like most women, wants a handy 
man as opposed to a handsy man. 
The latter was tried on multiple 
occasions with her, and it didn’t 
take long to realize that “hands on’’ 
meant an entirely different thing to 
Miss Trixie. Which meant that Ol’ 
Dutch was soon outside in the ice 
and cold trying to thaw out water 
lines, check the propane levels, feed 
the cows and other such nonsense. 
All at what I considered the most 
opportune time to “really” get to 
know Miss Trixie, maybe even 
in the Biblical sense. But, alas, it 
became our own rendition of the 
Three Bears story as my hands 
were either too hot or too cold, 
never being just right.

A lot of people suffered horribly 
during the storm and subsequent 
three-day electrical outage, and 
I must say, Ol’ Dutch and Miss 
Trixie fared probably better than 
the rest on that account. We were 
able to stay warm with the help of a 
generator and even got a shower at 
my son’s house, which Miss Trixie 
needed badly, I must admit.

Thankfully, the warm breezes 
have returned to Texas and our farm 
and so this week will find Ol’ Dutch 
outside picking up limbs joyfully 
celebrating some time alone.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his 

Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or 

hike daily. His email is Kevin@

TroutRepublic.com. Additional 

news can be found at  www.

troutrepublic.com.

Conejos County Clerk Nathan 
Ruybal announces re-election bid

Traumatic visit to Saguache 
County Assessor’s Office
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staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — This year 
will be the 33rd anniversary of the 
“Valentines for Vets” Program. It 
began in 1989 with Ann Landers 
suggesting valentine cards be sent to 
Veterans in Veteran Medical Clinics 
nationwide. 

On any given day, there are over 
50,000 Veterans hospitalized or 
living in VA facilities. These men and 
women served in World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, and Persian Gulf Wars and 
in these areas of armed hostilities — 
Lebanon, Grenada, Panama, Persian 
Gulf, Somalia, Afghanistan, Kuwait 
and Iraq. 

“We can never repay these valiant 
Vets for the sacrifices they and their 
families have made, but we can do 
something to insure they know they 
are remembered,” officials stated.

The staff at the Colorado Veteran 
Community Living Center at 
Homelake would like to encourage 
people to send or drop off a letter, 

poster or card to its residents. If you 
are a teacher, this may lend itself to a 
class project. Posters, handmade cards 
or personalized notes would be most 
welcomed and treasured.

“For our  residents ,  being 
remembered and appreciated for their 
part in serving and protecting their 
country, would truly be a wonderful 
Valentine gift,” officials stated.

Due to the privacy act regulations, 
specific resident names cannot 
be provided by the Homelake 
facility, but a general card would 
be welcome.

“Thank you for remembering 
these most valued residents of the 
San Luis Valley and may each of 
you - especially our fellow Veterans, 
have a wonderful Valentine’s Day,” 
officials stated.

For more information, call Pam 
Self or Melanie Squire at 719-852-
5118. Homelake mailing address 
is: CVCLC Homelake, PO Box 97, 
Homelake, CO 81135.

Attendees enjoy new building at SRM Ag Conference

Photo by Brian Williams 
The 40th annual Southern Rocky Mountain Agriculture Conference and 
Trade Show was held Feb. 1-3 inside the newly named Outcalt Event 
and Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

By lyndsie ferrell 

MONTE VISTA — As snow fell 
on the San Luis Valley, visitors to the 
40th annual Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference and Trade 
Show were met with chilly weather for 
the second and third days of vendors, 
seminars, presentations and agricultural 
education at the Outcalt Event and 
Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.  

This was the first time in two 
years that the conference was held in 
person and though attendance seemed 
average, Kyler Brown, Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agricultural Conference 
Coordinator said that it was lower than 
in previous years. It was also the first 
official event to be held inside the new 
event and conference center.

“A lot of people were actually 
surprised that we were hosting the 
event in person but as far as attendance 
goes it’s down only a little bit this year 
and we hope to see that change as we 
move forward. We are really happy 
with the new building, and everyone 
has been enjoying the new conference 
rooms. It was nice to have this center 
for the vendors and the seminars,” 
said Brown. 

Wednesday morning, Feb. 2, started 
with a breakfast served by local SLV 
Rural Electric Cooperative members 
and employees. SLVREC Marketing-
Sales Coordinator Jennifer Alonzo 
spoke about the new building and the 
difference it made at the conference 
this year. 

“Everyone we have talked to has 
mentioned how great of a venue this 

is and the conference rooms are just 
wonderful. We really enjoyed serving 
breakfast this morning and have had a 
good turnout this year,” she said. 

Over 90 vendors came this year 
to showcase their educational and 
informative booths throughout the main 
room of the complex. 

“This center is probably one of the 
best things to happen here in the Valley 
in quite a few years. The building is 
amazing and will be a huge benefit to the 
community for many years to come,” 
said Rio Grande County Commissioner 
Chairman Gene Glover. 

Glover and his fellow commissioners 
Scott Deacon and John Noffsker were in 
attendance Wednesday to greet visitors 
and to thank the committee that was 
responsible for putting the conference 
together. 

“The committee that worked to put 
this year’s conference together did an 
amazing job. The event was very well 
planned and laid out throughout the 
entire building, and we were all very 
impressed with how things went,” said 
Glover.  

Monte Vista High School participated 
by allowing students to attend the 
conference and participate in some of 
the presentations and interact with the 
vendors. Overall, the conference was 
considered a welcome success for the 
Valley and Monte Vista.  

Plans for the next event are well 
underway, and according to CSU San 
Luis Valley Extension Director Larry 
Brown, the committee, Colorado State 
University and other organizations 

are looking forward to seeing the 
conference grow. 

“We are anticipating that the 
conference will be better as we move 

forward and we are looking forward to 
the next 40 years,” Brown said.  

Valentines for Veterans 
request for cards
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Vikings sports teams 
celebrate victories

By Mechel Meek

CENTER — Center Consolidated 
School District staff participated in 
a professional development day on 
Friday, Jan. 21.

According to Superintendent 
Carrie Zimmerman, “We are 
fortunate to have the various skills 
and areas of expertise on our 
staff. The secondary staff started 
the morning with Kevin Hagan 
leading an engaging session on 
Thinking Strategies and Workshop 
Model. Mimi Dolan followed with 
an informative session focused on 
Project Based Learning. Elementary 
staff gathered in the library with 
Stephanie Hensley leading the 
Informational Writing Session. 
Gabe Swanson supported that work 
providing an example of how the 
compare and contrast structures 
could be used in a music class. 
In the afternoon, Kevin Hagan, 
Alex Magness, and Julio Paez 
conducted a Promethean Board 
onboarding session for the new 
Activ Panels. Staff also had time to 
work on their curriculums and the 
Canvas platform. All in all, it was 
a productive day filled with useful 
information and strategies to support 
our staff in their commitment to 
excellence in all they do every day!”

Center High School Vikings 
athletes celebrated some January 
victories in basketball and wrestling. 
The boys and girls basketball teams 
earned wins over Monte Vista in 
tightly contested games. The CHS 
girls team won 36-33, with Alexis 
Varela and Alicia Rios leading 

Photo courtesy of Center Consolidated School District
Center High School basketball teams narrowly defeated Monte Vista teams in January action.

Center School District staff completes professional development

the way with 16 and 10 points, 
respectively. The Vikings boys 
team defeated the Pirates 44-43. 
Victor Almeida scored five three-

pointers and a total of 27 points 
leading the Vikings to a victory. The 
CHS wrestling team battled in the 
Fight at the Fork at Hotchkiss. Two 

Vikings were named champions, 
Omar Hernandez and Jordan Duran, 
a third-place finish by Lorenzo 
Trujillo and three fourth-place 

finishes by Martin Palma, Andre 
Meraz, and Jesus Valadez. Overall, 
the Vikings wrestlers placed sixth 
in the Fight at the Fork.
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A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
CENTER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

§1-13.5-501, 1-13.5-1102(3), 32-1-905(2), C.R.S.

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the electors of the Center Fire Protection 
District of Saguache, Rio Grande, and Alamosa Counties, Colorado.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on the 3rd day of May, 2022, be-
tween the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.  At that time, three (3) directors will be elected to 
serve 3-year terms and two (2) directors will be elected to serve 1-year  terms. Eligible electors 
of the Center Fire Protection District interested in serving on the board of directors may obtain 
a Self-Nomination and Acceptance form from the District Designated Election Official (DEO): 
                                                                          Kimberlee Schuett
                                                                          P. O. Box 845
                                                                          Center, CO 81125
                                                                          970-396-5396

The Office of the DEO is open on the following days:   Tuesday and Wednesdays from  11:00  
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 360 E. 8th Street, Center Firehouse.  Or  Request a Self-Nomination form 
through e-mail: Centerfire1941@gmail.com
The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and Acceptance is close of business on February 25, 
2022, 5:00 p.m. including e-mail requests. (not less than 67 days before the election).  

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an absentee ballot shall be filed with the 
designated election official no later than the close of business on Tuesday preceding the election, 
April 26, 2022.

CENTER FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
Kimberlee Schuett
Designated Election Official
No. 1621 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 10 and 17, 2022.

suBMitted article

DEL NORTE — Del Norte Middle School 
counselor Alfonso Casias was nominated for the 
2021-2022 National LifeChanger of the Year 
award. Sponsored by the National Life Group 
Foundation, LifeChanger of the Year recognizes 
and rewards K-12 educators and school district 
employees across the United States who are 
making a difference in the lives of students by 
exemplifying excellence, positive influence and 
leadership.

Casias was nominated by his colleague, Elise 
Lovato, for going above and beyond to support 
students, especially throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic. He works extremely hard to make 
sure students’ needs are being met and has 
implemented a social-emotional curriculum 
with the help of the local behavioral health 
office. Through this program, students learn 
about mindfulness, health relationships, and 
coping skills.

“It has been during these times when I’ve seen 
the most change in many of our students who 
are going through difficult times. When these 
students are asked who one of the most influential 

Upper Rio Grande School District educator nominated 
for National LifeChanger of the Year award

individuals in their life is, they always mention 
Mr. Casias. They not only know he’ll help them 
through whatever they are being faced with at that 
time, but they also know that he will be honest 
in a caring manner with them,” said Lovato.

“I am extremely thankful to not only call Mr. 
Casias a colleague, but a friend, as well. I feel 
we need more individuals like him in our lives. 
With that, I believe he is extremely deserving 
of this award,” said Lovato.

Each school year, LifeChanger of the Year 
receives hundreds of nominations from all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. Eighteen 
individual LifeChanger of the Year awards will 
be given during the 2021-2022 school year.

• (1) Grand Prize Winner — will receive 
$10,000 to be shared with their school/district.

• (4) Grand Prize Finalists — will receive 
$5,000 to be shared with their school/district.

• (10) LifeChanger Award Winners — will 
receive $3,000 to be shared with their school/
district.

• (1) Spirit Award Winner — This award 
is given to the nominee whose community 
demonstrates the most support for their 

nomination. The winner will receive $5,000 to 
be shared with their school/district.

• (1) Capstone Award Winner — This award 
is given to a nominee retiring at the end of the 
2020-21 school year. The winner will receive 
$3,000 to be shared with their school or district.

• (1) Spotlight Award Winner — This award is 
given to a nominee in a specific discipline each 
year. For 2021-22, the Spotlight Award will be 
given to a school nurse. The winner will receive 
$5,000 to be shared with their school or district.

Winners are chosen by a selection committee 
comprised of former winners and education 
professionals and will be announced in early 
2022. Nominees must be K-12 teachers or 
school district employees. To be considered for 
an award, nominees must:

• Make a positive impact in the lives of students
• Enhance their school or district’s atmosphere, 

culture and pride
• Demonstrate exemplary leadership at the 

school and/or district level
• Possess a proven record of professional 

excellence
• Show commitment to building a nurturing 

environment that supports learning
• Adhere to the highest moral and ethical 

standards
For more information, visit online www.

lifechangeroftheyear.com.

staff rePort

ALAMOSA — The Denver-based 
Salazar Family Foundation, founded 
by Rob and Lola Salazar in 1999, has 
extended a generous gift of $250,000 
to establish a named endowment for the 
Salazar Rio Grande del Norte Center 
at Adams State University.

The Salazar Family Foundation’s 
core mission, to encourage students 
to achieve their educational goals 
by supporting organizations that are 
committed to improving the quality of 
education and students’ access to it, led 
to the donation. 

The Salazar Family Foundation’s 
generous support helps secure the 
future of the Salazar Center, which 
works to help Adams State students 
and the San Luis Valley community 
meet challenges and develop new 
opportunities to conserve the land, 
water, history and culture at the 
headwaters of the Rio Grande.

Ken Salazar and his family founded 
the Salazar Rio Grande del Norte Center 
at Adams State in honor of their parents 
in 2015.

“Here at the Salazar Center, we 
work to grow the next generation of 
conservation leaders and to deepen 
the engagement between Adams 
State and the valley’s active network 
of partners and caring community 
members,” said Salazar Center 
Director Rio de la Vista. “Through 
our Water Education and Rio Grande 
Natural Area initiatives, we promote 
solutions that build upon the thriving 
spirit of collaboration in the San Luis 
Valley. This substantial gift from the 
Salazar Family Foundation will make 
a world of difference in our ability to 
build and sustain these programs far 
into the future.” 

The Adams State Salazar Center 
actively offers programs such as the 
new water studies minor, with courses 
open for community members to 
audit; the annual Rio Grande State of 
the Basin Symposium, scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb. 26; an on-going series 
of community water talks; and special 
programs such as the “Rio Grande 
Aerial School” with partner EcoFlight, 
which gives students chances to see the 
Valley from the air and learn about the 
way water works in the environment, 
agriculture, and towns.

The Adams State Salazar Center also 
works with partners to develop projects 
to protect and restore habitat, educate 
about cultural resources, and develop 
interpretive signage and recreation 
opportunities for the Rio Grande 
Natural Area, which encompasses 32 
miles along the river south of Alamosa 
to the New Mexico state line.

“We’re extremely grateful the 
Salazar Family Foundation’s mission 
aligns so well with Adams State,” said 
ASU President Cheryl D. Lovell. “With 
this major boost, we will work to build 
upon their contribution to secure the 
full support needed to sustain and grow 
the important work of our Salazar Rio 
Grande del Norte Center. We hope this 
generous gift inspires others to likewise 
contribute to the center’s unique and 
timely programs for students and 
community alike.”

For more information about 
the Salazar Rio Grande del Norte 
Center, visit adams.edu/about/
salazar-center or contact by email at: 
salazarriograndecenter@adams.edu. 
For information on how to support 
the Center, contact Karen A. Wibrew, 
Philanthropy Officer, at 719-587-7165 
or kwibrew@adams.edu.

A recent donation from the 
Salazar Family Foundation to the 
Adams State University Salazar 
Rio Grande del Norte Center 
will ensure continued projects. 
Pictured, Conservation partners, 
state and federal agencies and 
local elected officials on a Salazar 
Center hosted tour of the Rio 
Grande Natural Area discuss 
opportunities for enhancing 
the river condition, recreation 
potential, and ways to protect the 
cultural resources of the area.
Photo by Rio de la Vista

Salazar Rio Grande del Norte Center receives $250K gift
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San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2021-2022

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

BOYS BASKETBALL
Alamosa  55 .........................................Bayfield  41
La Veta  64 ..........................................Sargent  27
Center  56 ......................................South Park  25
Crested Butte  53 ..............................Del Norte  39
Sanford  61 .................................Escalante NM  55
Custer County  66 ................................ Center  45
Centennial  54 ................................... John Mall 39
Creede  70 ..........................................Antonito  45
Centauri  60 ....................................... Alamosa  29
Sanford  43 ................................Crested Butte  37
Centauri  41 .................................. Buena Vista  29
Monte Vista  40 ..................................... Center  37
Sierra Grande  64 ..............................Cotopaxi  32
Kim/Branson  51 ..............................Centennial  31
Creede  66 ............................ Sangre de Cristo  29
Antonito  49 .......................................Lake City  25
Del Norte 70 ........................................Sargent  17

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Alamosa  65 ....................................... Bayfield  27
Sargent  52 ........................................... La Veta  31
Center  42 ......................................South Park  25
Sanford  62 ................................Escalante NM  58
Del Norte  52...............................Crested Butte  17
Center  37 ................................. Custer County  17
Centennial  47 .................................... John Mall 41
Sargent  55 ..........................................Mancos  53
Sanford  49 ................................. Crested Butte  11
Monte Vista  48 ......................... Custer County  21
Centauri  52 ....................................... Alamosa  38
Sierra Grande  45 .............................. Cotopaxi  27
Antonito  50 .......................................Lake City  19
Sargent  46 ...................................... Del Norte  28
Monte Vista  40 ..................................... Center  34
Centauri  51 ....................................Buena Vista  14
Alamosa  61 ...........................................Bayfield  8

Relationships are an important part 
of life. Healthy relationships have 
the ability to bring us great joy and 
satisfaction; however, unhealthy ones 
can make life miserable. 

Throughout my life, God’s Word 
has taught me so many great lessons 
about how to get along with people—
something I wasn’t very good at for a 
long time. But the greatest lesson was 
this: Choose to live in peace with others. 

Simply put, it’s God’s will for us to 
live in peace and harmony with one 
another, and His Word offers clear 
instructions on how to get along with 
people in our daily lives. 

First Peter 3:11 (AMPC) says, 
“Let him search for peace (harmony; 
undisturbedness from fears, agitating 
passions, and moral conflicts) and 
seek it eagerly. [Do not merely desire 
peaceful relations with God, with your 
fellowmen, and with yourself, but 
pursue, go after them!]”

Notice that this verse says we can’t 
merely desire peaceful relationships—
we have to pursue them! 

Now, this doesn’t mean we won’t 
ever disagree. People are naturally going 
to have disagreements, and it’s okay to 
disagree if we can do it respectfully. But 
we must avoid strife.

What is strife? The dictionary 
defines strife as “bickering, arguing, 
a heated disagreement, or an angry 
undercurrent.” 

Strife is one of the greatest threats 
to healthy relationships; it has the 
ability to destroy marriages, personal 
relationships and even churches. Like 
a seed, strife can get planted through 
something we say or do, then eventually 
grow to become a major problem.

God’s Word tells us that it’s the 
“little foxes” that sneak into the 
vineyard and spoil all the grapes (see 
Song of Solomon 2:15). I believe this 
is true when it comes to strife. Left 
unchecked, even minor disagreements 
or frustrations can eventually destroy a 
relationship.  

So, how do we keep strife out of our 
relationships? Here are some practical 

tips:
Maintain a Humble Heart
Where there is contention and strife, 

there is also pride. That’s why it is so 
important for us to practice humility. 

We all like to be right—whether it’s 
an argument about a major issue or 
something trivial. However, humility 
insists that we give up our “right to be 
right.”

I can’t tell you how many times 
my husband, Dave, and I wasted time 
arguing about some insignificant issue. 
And those times I “won,” I really lost, 
because I damaged our relationship and 
gave up my peace in the process.

I challenge you to adopt an attitude of 
humility. If you’re having an argument, 
be the first to make peace or apologize...
even if you know you are right! It may 
be painful in the moment, but it will be 
well worth it in the end. 

Let Love Be Your Guide
Strife isn’t just a 21st century 

problem. The apostle Paul wrote to 
the early Church, encouraging them to 
avoid strife and stay away from petty 
arguments.  

In Philippians 2:2 (NIV), he writes, 
“Make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being 
one in spirit and of one mind.”

Where there is unity, God pours 
out His blessings (Psalm 133). And 
Matthew 18:19 tells us there is power 
in agreement. However, we can’t truly 
agree and walk in unity if there is 
bitterness, offense, or unforgiveness in 
our hearts. 

I can put a big smile on my face and 
say all the right things, but if I’m still 
purposely harboring all sorts of negative 
thoughts and feelings about someone, 
I’m not really walking in love or unity. 
It’s not just the outside that matters— 
what’s going on inside is even more 
important.

First Corinthians 13:5 (AMPC) says 
that love “is not touchy or fretful or 
resentful; it takes no account of the evil 
done to it.” Verse 7 goes on to tell us that 
love believes the best of every person.

I encourage you to truly love the 

How to Pursue Peace in 
Every Relationship

people in your life. Make a decision to 
stay unified no matter what tries to get 
between you. Because, after all, “love 
never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:8). 

Seek the Prince of Peace
The very best relationship advice I 

can give you is to develop a personal, 
intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, 
the Prince of Peace. I encourage you to 
spend regular time with Him through 
prayer and by reading and studying His 
Word. 

As you do, He will literally change 
you from the inside out, causing you to 
think differently and act differently. It 
is only when we receive His peace and 
His love that we can truly give it away 
to others!

I am so grateful for the peace of 
God in my life. The Lord has not only 
changed my relationships, but He has 
changed me. And He will do the same 
for you.

It is possible to enjoy stable, joyful, 
fulfilling relationships. And it all begins 
with a simple decision to pursue peace.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD resource Enjoying 
Successful Relationships. You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

suBMitted article 

DEL NORTE — Hello community 
members! Happy February! This 
month High Valley Community 
Center has fun new 
activities planned 
for our afterschool 
program, as well as 
bowling and other fun 
in the snow for our 
upcoming Fabulous 
Fridays.  

We only have two 
weeks left of basketball for the 
2021-2022 season! We are incredibly 
thankful for Felix and Janet Ortiz, 
Kimberly Fresquez, Joel Rosales, 

Yolanda Martines, Joel Estrada, 
and Brian and Heather Mulcahy for 

coaching the kiddos this season. 
Thanks to you, the kiddos have 

not only improved their 
basketball skills but also 

learned about hard 
work and teamwork. 
K-2 co-ed basketball 
will conclude on 
Feb. 10 and boys 
basketball end-of-

season tournaments will 
b e on Feb. 12. 

This week’s after-school theme 
was, “Creativity.” The kids made 
personalized masks, learned how 

to make sushi, and played games. 
Through creativity, kiddos can learn 
more about themselves and learn 
how to express themselves through 
various avenues. 

If you are interested in any of our 
HVCC programs, we encourage you 
to stop by our office or give us a call 
at 719-657-2172. The HVCC staff is 
always happy to answer your questions 
and chat about our programs.  

A reminder: if your child is 
quarantined due to COVID, we ask 
that you please do not send them 
to HVCC. Thank you for your 
cooperation. We hope everyone has 
an enjoyable week!

HVCC appreciates volunteer 
basketball coaches

staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — Petitions 
for the nomination of director 
candidates for the San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
(SLVREC) are now available. 
Members can download the 
petition packet at the below 
link or pick up from SLVREC’s 
office at 3625 US Hwy 160 W., 
Monte Vista.

At the June 14, SLVREC 
Annual Meeting, one director 
will be elected from Mineral-

Hinsdale Counties, District 
6. Completed petitions must 
include 15 val id SLVREC 
member signatures and be 
returned to SLVREC no later 
than Wednesday, April 27. Call 
Michelle at 719-852-3538 with 
any questions.

If you’re interested in having a 
brief bio included on SLVREC’s 
website or in the Newsboy or 
Annual Report, contact Jennifer 
Alonzo at 719-852-3538 by 
April 7.

SLVREC petitions for 
nomination of director 

candidate now available

SoulSpark Learning wins grant to fund 
caregivers to facilitate support groups

staff rePort 

S A N  L U I S  VA L L E Y — 
SoulSpark Learning was awarded 
$93,944 of grant funding by The 
Colorado Health Foundation 
to expand Soul  Power Care 
Group programming in Saguache, 
Cost i l la ,  Prowers,  Baca and 
Conejos counties. 

Soul Power Care Groups support 
caregivers of pre-K-3 grade youth 
in growing understanding of 
human development and learning 
science research, developing 
strong relationships and cultivating 
practices that optimize child 
development and well-being. The 
groups engage participant strengths 
through facilitated discussions and 
share research-informed strategies 
to improve child and community 
care.  

Soul Power Care Groups have 
been refined as a result of SoulSpark 
Learning’s work with families, 

children, schools, educators, health 
professionals and community 
organizations over the past 15 
years. The grant enables SoulSpark 
Learning to compensate caregivers 
to become certified and facilitate 
local groups. 

“SoulSpark Learning is thrilled 
to receive this grant to fund 
Soul Power Care Groups that 
connect, nurture, and celebrate 
caregivers in Saguache County 
to create meaningful, positive, 
and long-lasting impact in the 
lives young children,” said Kate 
Bachtel, SoulSpark Learning’s 
founding director. “Caregivers 
have invaluable information on 
what children need to thrive. When 

children and supporting adults feel 
valued and connected, health and 
achievement improve.” 

At a time when feelings of stress 
and anxiety are reaching all-time 
highs, SoulSpark Learning is eager 
to partner with dedicated caregivers 
and educators in Saguache County. 
Soul Power Care Groups will 
amplify efforts to accelerate 
positive change. The first Soul 
Power Care Group facilitator 
training will be hosted on Friday, 
Feb. 18, and Saturday, Feb. 19, and 
require a four-hour time investment. 
For more information, email info@
soulsparklearning.org or visit 
online www.soulsparklearning.org. 
SoulSpark Learning is nonprofit.

staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — Two people 
were injured in a crash Tuesday 
morning, Feb. 8, on Highway 160, 
the Colorado State Patrol reported.

CSP was notified at 7:17 a.m. of 
a two-vehicle crash on Colorado 
Highway 160 at Pintada View on 
the west side of Monte Vista. 

CSP determined that a 1997 
Jeep Wrangler driven by an 
18-year-old woman from Monte 
Vista attempted to turn left onto 
Highway 160 from Pintada View 
and failed to yield the right of way 
to a westbound 2019 Freightliner 
box truck driven by a 38-year-old 
woman from Durango.

The Freightliner skidded and 
struck the Jeep broadside in the 
intersection, CSP reported. The 
Jeep rotated clockwise and came 
to rest in the roadway facing 
west. The Freightliner came to a 
stop on the eastbound shoulder 
facing west.

The driver of the Jeep and a 
15-year-old female passenger 
were transported to San Luis Valley 
Health Regional Medical Center 
in Alamosa for their injuries. The 
driver of the Freightliner was not 
injured.

Seatbelts were used by all 
parties involved. The crash is still 
under investigation.

Two teens injured 
in a crash in 
Monte Vista
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Del Norte!

Del Norte ‘United’

Local shops value you more. Local 
businesses survive by their reputation 

& repeat business which means you 
get a higher standard of service.

Directory
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the details were not provided in court.  
Special prosecutor Fred Johnson said 

he had no objections, adding that he 
agreed to the continuance as it would 
expedite the trial and allow for setting a 
trial date that could be reasonably met, 
hopefully avoiding further delays.  

Johnson also requested of the defense 
that, if they planned on filing additional 
motions along that line, his office be 
given more time to comply.

“It takes at least a week to let victims’ 
families know about the change and to 
allow them time to respond,” Johnson 
said.  

Judge Gonzales granted the motion for 
continuance, but with a caveat.  

Gonzales reminded counsel that 
Baroz, the first to be charged with 
the crimes, was taken into custody 
in November of 2020. While he 
recognized that additional charges had 
been filed — due to the identification 
of human remains that had been 
discovered — as well as additional 
defendants named in the case — due 
to ongoing investigations after Baroz 
had been taken into custody — some 
of the delays had been understandable, 
as had some of the delays on the part of 
defense as new attorneys were involved 
in representation.  

But, Gonzales said, in the next 
hearing when all parties appeared in 
court virtually or otherwise for the 
arraignment, he would not be granting 
motions for additional continuances and 
expected “entry of admission or denial”, 
meaning either attorneys appear with 
a resolution for their respective client 
agreed to by both parties or their clients 
are prepared to enter a not guilty plea 
that would set the case on track for trial.  

On its own, the case is complicated 
with four defendants charged in 
connection with five murders and 
what has been described as a “massive 
amount of discovery” involved. But 
sheer logistics of setting dates is also 
challenging, as was evidenced in 
Friday’s hearing.  

Arranging a time when all attorneys 
involved — which currently includes 
one special prosecutor for the state 
and at least five attorneys for the 
four defendants — took some work 
but, ultimately, the next hearing was 
scheduled for April 26 at 1:30 p.m. Judge 
Gonzales also indicated that continuing 
via Webex was acceptable, at this time.  

Recognizing the scope and size 
of the case, Robert Willett, former 

TRIAL Continued from Page 1A
District Attorney for the 12th Judicial 
District, requested a special prosecutor 
be assigned after losing the election to 

now District Attorney Alonzo Payne.  
Johnson was assigned at that time 

and is handling prosecution while also 

continuing in his full-time position as 
Chief Trial Deputy DA with the DA’s 
office in Boulder.  

Discussions among the parties in 
Friday’s hearing suggested that the trial 
could begin in October.

 The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office for the period between 
Monday, Jan. 31, 2022, and Sunday, 
Feb. 6, 2022.

The Sheriff’s Department’s activity 
on the road included one abandoned 
vehicle, six traffic stops, one pursuit, 
and one traffic complaint. They also 
patrolled the Town of Saguache three 
times and the Town of Crestone once, 
responded to one lockout, conducted 
two VIN inspections, and assisted two 
motorists.

In addition, there was one report of 
harassing phone calls, one report of 
stolen property, one report of found 
property, one report of theft, one 
report of loose livestock, one report of 
trespassing, one report of harassment, 
one report of assault, one report of fraud, 
and one report of suspicious activity.

They also responded to 10 controlled 
burns, five ambulance calls, two alarms, 
three civil disputes, and provided 
information seven times, assisted 
citizens once, served a warrant, and 
conducted two welfare checks.

ARRESTS
• A 30-year-old Saguache man was 

arrested for outstanding warrants.
• A 26-year-old Center woman was 

arrested for an outstanding warrant.

saguache county 

sheriff’s rePort
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Name celebrates area 
history and large 

charitable donation
by foundation 

staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — Friends of Ski Hi 
and the City of Monte Vista announced 
the new facility on the east side of town is 
officially the Outcalt Event and Confer-
ence at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

The news came from the City of 
Monte Vista on the eve of the 40th 
Annual Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference and Tradeshow 
that will be the first official event held 

at the new building.
“The vision of this new facility has 

been in the works for many years, and 
timing was right in the last couple of 
years to make it a reality,” said Karla 
Shriver, co-chair of Friends of Ski Hi. “It 
has been amazing to see how the whole 
San Luis Valley community has stepped 
up to make it happen along with several 
other funders including foundations, 
local governments, and DOLA. This 
is a facility that will be here for years 
to come. Friends would like to thank 
all ALCON and all the subcontractors 
who worked on it. It truly has been a 
team effort.”

The people choosing the name wanted File photo

The new facility on the east side of town is officially the Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

Officially the Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex

Please see SKI HI on Page 12

Monte Vista 
teenager fighting 

for her life
GoFundMe page set 
up for student struck 

with COVID 

suBMitted article

MONTE VISTA — Divine Luv 
Quintana has been a student at Byron 
Syring DELTA Center since Febru-
ary of 2018. She started attending 
Monte Vista School District as a 
preschool student at Marsh Elemen-
tary in 2000.  

“Monte Vista School District is 
proud to have been part of her edu-
cational journey,” said Byron Syring 
Principal Rebekah Sparks Johnson. 

Divine, 18, entered her senior year 
in August of 2021 with determina-
tion and passion to reach her goal of 
becoming a graduate so she could 
start pursuing her dreams. 

In September of 2021, Divine 
tested positive for COVID-19. She 
was in the San Luis Valley Health 
Regional Medical Center in Alamosa 
for three days and then flown to Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Colorado Springs. 

After about a week there, she 
was flown to Children’s Hospital 
of Colorado Anschutz Medical 
Campus to provide the additional 
life-supporting measures she was 
requiring. 

Divine’s COVID turned into 
COVID pneumonia. Divine’s heart, 
kidneys, and lungs have begun to 
fail. She is still on extensive life-
supporting measures. Divine is look-
ing at 6 months to a year or more of 
being in the hospital at Children’s. 

One of Divine’s biggest frustra-
tions is that with her lengthy hospital 

stay, she thought she may not be able 
to accomplish her goal of graduating 
from Byron Syring DELTA Center 
with her high school diploma. For 
Divine that will not be the case. 

Byron Syring DELTA Center is 
honored to have partnered with 
Children’s Hospital of Colorado An-
schutz Medical Campus to perform 
a graduation ceremony for Divine. 

She will graduate with her high 
school diploma on Feb. 2, 2022, 
at 1 p.m. 

“The DELTA staff and Monte Vista 
School District are proud of Divine. 
We wish her continued healing as 
she fights toward full recovery and 
a bright future where she can pur-
sue her dreams beyond secondary 
school,” Johnson said. 

A GoFundMe page has been set up 
for Divine by her mother, Lucrezia 
Naranjo-Vigil.  

“The funds raised will be used 
for past, current and future medical 
bills, food, travel expenses and any 
other needs that arise,” Naranjo-
Vigil stated on the GoFundMe page. 
“When she is released and can come 
home. I am going to have to figure 
out a living situation that is best for 
her, I am not sure if that means stay-
ing in Denver or going back to the 
valley. With so many uncertainties, 
the one thing we know for certain is 
that Divine is a fighter and we will 
continue to fight with her.” 

The page has raised $4,295 with 
a goal of $10,000 as of Feb. 1. To 
donate visit, www.gofundme.com 
and search “Medical Help and 
Support” and look for the page by 
Lucrezia Vigil.

Rock Creek prescribed 
burn a success

By lyndsie ferrell 

RIO GRANDE NATIONAL 
FOREST — Winter in the San Luis 
Valley and across the Rio Grande 
National Forest provides opportune 
times for forest officials to complete 
prescribed burn projects when snow 
and conditions allow. The most recent 
project took place along the Rock 
Creek area near the archery shooting 
range and included the fire mitigation 
of roughly 500 acres. 

Through this process, the area was 
treated for wildland fire mitigation that 

included mastication, hand trimming 
and a prescribed burn. Goals for the 
project were to improve big-game win-
ter range areas, re-establish and pro-
mote new Aspen growth in overgrown 
or crowded stands, remove understory 
that can be a fire hazard and provide 
a change in fuel continuity between 
the national forest and private lands.  

“When we determine an area that 
needs mitigation like a prescribed burn, 
we have a long process that must take 
place before the project can even get 
off the ground. As with many things 

the forest service does, prescribed 
burns and mitigation projects require a 
NEPA process which helps determine 
that there will be no significate impact 
to the environment by our proposed 
actions. Usually, this process can be 
completed in a year’s time, but it can 
also vary,” said Rio Grande National 
Forest acting Fuel Planner Kent Smith. 

Smith explained that after the NEPA 
process is completed, a team of forest 
officials works together to determine 
the need or purpose and to come up 

Courtesy photo

Please see BURN on Page 10

Mountain Valley School Board of Education 
president is a finalist for Excellence Award

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE — Lacy Reed, director of Early Child-
hood Programs and Board of Education president of 
Mountain Valley School District, has been chosen as 
one of three finalists by the Rocky Mountain Early 
Childhood Conference (RMECC) for its first-ever 
Excellence Award as a Community Leader in Early 
Childhood. 

According to RMECC, to be nominated for this 
award the person must be a childcare center teacher, 

director, owner, administrator, or a family childcare 
home teacher or provider who goes above and beyond 
to elevate the childcare industry, promote quality, ad-
vance systems, and provide support to new providers 
and teachers. 

RMECC stated, “To highlight the tireless work of 
our dedicated early childhood professionals over the 
last year, the Rocky Mountain Early Childhood Confer-
ence is proud to host the first-ever RMECC Excellence 

Please see REED on Page 11
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EDUCATION 2022

Progress
SAN LUIS VALLEY
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Education continues to progress despite challenges
By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 2021 
was a year of achievements for the 
Center Consolidated School District 
and the Mountain Valley School 
District and the schools have been 
making progress in 2022.

Center Schools saw the return to 
in-person instruction and with this 
the return of many school activities 
that had been put on hold, such as 
sports and volunteer activities. 

The Center High School Vikings 
wrestling team has been attending 
numerous tournaments, both in our 
area and in other states. The team 
has been performing well at the 
tournaments.

According to the Center Vikings 
wrestling team regarding last week-
end’s tournament, which was held 
at Center Schools, “I want to thank 
all of our administration, our amaz-
ing custodians, table workers, refs, 
parents, cheerleaders, Mrs. Banning, 

our parents, Steve Martinez, John 
Noriega, Chris Vance, for the effort 
the hard work they put in for our 
amazing Kourtney Lake Duals and 
The Valley Classic!”

The basketball teams have also 
managed to play in person, with the 
girls and boys teams performing 
admirably in various individual and 
tournament games.

Center Schools were able to hold 
their coat drive for needy families, 
and also ordered two new buses to 
better serve the community. So far 
in 2022, the district has only returned 
to remote learning once, for a week, 
to maintain health and safety for the 
students. 

Center Schools also recognized 
the work of the Center School Board 
during School Board Recognition 
Month, “Too often the efforts of 
school board members go unrecog-
nized.” stated Center Consolidated 
Schools Superintendent Carrie Zim-

merman. 
The Mountain Valley School 

District is also moving forward in 
the new year. A career fair that is 
intended to help students learn about 
different career paths was postponed 
to later in the year.

In Colorado, high school students 
are required to have an Individual 
Career and Academic Plan (ICAP) in 
9th grade. The career fair will enable 
students to learn more about local 
opportunities and types of careers 
that are available to them within the 
San Luis Valley.

Also of note, Lacy Reed, Director 
of Early Childhood Programs and 
Board of Education President of 
Mountain Valley School has been 
chosen as one of three finalists by the 
Rocky Mountain Early Childhood 
Conference (RMECC) for their first-
ever Excellence Award as a Com-
munity Leader in Early Childhood.

According to RMECC, to be 

nominated for this award the person 
must be a childcare center teacher, 
director, owner, administrator, or a 
family childcare home teacher or 
provider who goes above and beyond 
to elevate the childcare industry, 
promote quality, advance systems, 
and provide support to new providers 
and teachers.

Mountain Valley School District 

also needed to return to remote learn-
ing, from Jan. 31 to Feb. 3 due to the 
rise of COVID cases in Saguache.

An upcoming event the school will 
be hosting is a six-week photography 
workshop for community members 
to help all levels of photographers 
develop their artistic eyes.

On March 11, the school district is 
set to have a talent show.

Courtesy photos

The Upper Rio Grande School District is seeing the full fruit of their labor in the new Aqua-
ponics classroom that was included in the new school building. The program offers a unique 
opportunity for students to learn about the contrast of growing plants indoors verses a natural 
setting and how fish waste can be used to grow plants of all different kinds. Students also 
learn about water quality and how to collect data through another portion of the program!

Aquaponics program continues to grow at URGSD
By lyndsie ferrell

DEL NORTE — The Aquaponics Program 
at the Upper Rio Grande School District offers a 
unique opportunity for students to learn about the 
world of plants and fish and the contrast of the 
natural world verses indoor growing processes. 
Current teacher Nikki Horrocks is helping teach 
the program and ensure that it continues to grow.

“The room in the new school building is up 
and running. The program is 
a combination of aqua culture 
and hydroponics which is 
basically raising Halibut and 
utilizing their waste to grow 
plants. The nitrogen in fish 
waste provides nitrates that 
help plants grow in the indoor 
setting and is a great way to 
teach the contrast between 
indoor and outdoor growing to 
students,” explained Horrocks. 

Horrocks said that the pro-
gram is perfect for the colder 
climate here in the San Luis Valley and offers the 
opportunity for plants to grow year-round.

“This is a warm conducive growth climate, and 
we can look at the parallels from the natural world 
and aquaponics in the classroom. It really is an 
amazing program and opportunity for students,” 
said Horrocks. “Plants are removed because they 
grow old here, not because the seasons change.”

The program also offers a chance for Senior stu-
dents to learn about the correspondence between 
water quality and sustainable aquaponics. Since 
1997, the Upper Rio Grande School District has 
worked with Western Colorado University to col-
lect water quality data for use in several areas of 
study and students’ further benefit by receiving col-
lege credits in the concurrent enrollment program.

“We take samples from the Rio Grande about 
once a month and collect that data which is then 
used by several different organizations includ-
ing Colorado Parks and Wildlife as well as the 
Colorado Water Quality and Control Commis-

sion. The data we collect is public and is used 
by several different people and organizations,” 
Horrocks said.

In addition to the Aquaponics course, students 
can learn about environmental biology and in 
coming semesters, a geology course, both of 
which are part of the concurrent enrollment 
program through Western Colorado University.

“The support for students through these alter-
nating programs is wonderful. 
It really is a cool partnership 
with the community, state and 
local people,” Horrocks said.

Horrocks explained that the 
data collected on water quality 
in the area is a tier three, case 
line data that shows where 
water quality is at any given 
time and is an indication of the 
health quality of local water.

“We go and collect the data 
which we are required to house 
for the Colorado Water Qual-

ity and Control Commission, and it is used for 
all kinds of different purposes,” Horrocks said.

Right now, the students have several different 
types of plants growing in the classroom, the 
biggest of which is a dwarf banana tree.

“I try to keep the aquaponic program student 
driven so students get a budget and they can 
go buy any type of seed they want. We have a 
huge jalapeno plant, which I believe is the Jedi 
Jalapeno. We have done flowers, specifically 
Zinnias. Sometimes we will harvest these and 
give flowers out to students for just a pick me up 
during the day.

“We also harvest the fish and have a fish taco 
day on occasion, which is really fun,” said Hor-
rocks.

Students learn how to clean and filet the fish 
which is just one more skill learned during the 
course that can be used in real life situations.

“The students really enjoy being able to par-
ticipate in the program,” she said.
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Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 2/28/2022.
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Plush Animals, 
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Monte Vista
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540 Grand Ave.
Del Norte

Flowers & More
almost home

Pickup or delivery available

Pre-Order Valentine 
Flowers now 657-9024

Our Beautiful Arrangements and Roses are 
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Fresh Flower Bouquets, Plants, 
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Formerly The Columbine

As I settle in front of my com-
puter screen, I adjust the height of 
my supersized stand-up desk and 
think to myself that technology 
is truly great. It wasn’t that many 
years ago when, if you wanted to 
learn about something, or meet 
with people, you had to go some-
where. Now, we can jump online, 
search countless web pages to 
find more information than we 
can possibly consume, make a 
call to anywhere in the world and 
see our caller face to face - in real 
time, or join an endless stream of 
webinars, trainings, classes, and 
presentations. All you need is a 
computer, internet, and the time to 
attend. I’m not a big tech guru, but 
I’m learning and have something 
to offer you all.

I’ve been preparing to host the 
next installment of the Forest Spe-
cialist Series, a monthly, online 
engagement session offered by the 
Rio Grande National Forest and 
our excellent partners at the San 
Juan Mountains Association.  I’ve 
hosted many of these sessions over 
the past 18 months, yet I still get 
a little nervous before we admit 
all the folks that are “waiting in 
the lobby.” I’m nervous because I 
want to get it right. Like most of 
us when we are working, we want 
things to go well. And go well they 
usually do. 

The Forest Specialist Series 
sessions are designed to be interac-
tive and engaging while offering 
a level of formal presentation. 
Frankly, we want to learn lots and 
have fun with those in attendance 
while doing it. We’ve covered fun, 

Land, Water and People
By gregg goodland

Forest Specialist Series 
Offers a Great 2022 Line-up

interesting, cute, and important 
topics including the Canada lynx 
reintroduction, logging, cultur-
ally modified trees, forest colors, 
bears, recreation activities of many 
sorts,  seasonal road closures, 
Christmas trees, and more. This 
year we are offering another great 
lineup of interesting topics. 

I am excited as the attendees 
enter the meeting room and my 
nervous pang takes a rapid back-
seat to the task at hand. I introduce 
myself, welcome our visitors, ex-
plain how the session works. I then 
introduce that month’s “specialist” 
who will take over and provide 
their audience with great informa-
tion through visual aids, all the 
while displaying their clearly vis-
ible passion for their expertise. All 
this, right in the comfort of your 
living room, home office, or your 
woman or man cave. 

The next session, scheduled for 
Wednesday, February 16, 2022, 
at 5:00pm, will be covering the 
very interesting topic of Animal 
Adaptations in Winter. Have you 
ever wondered how our local 
wildlife survives the cold and 
snow? If you’ve been out on the 
forest in winter, you know moving 
through deep snow is hard. How 
do the critters do it? This talk will 
be great and I’m excited to learn 
something new!

We will be hosting a wide vari-
ety of topics to pique everyone’s 
interest. Sandhill cranes might 

be a topic you’ll want to join in 
on. Perhaps hearing from women 
in leadership roles in public land 
management will interest you. I 
am particularly looking forward to 
hearing from our field crews later 
in the year. 

Surprisingly, I am normally not 
privy to the information being 
presented and have often been 
enthralled by what I am seeing and 
hearing. These folks really know 
their subjects and bring you into 
their world for an hour. 

Perhaps frustratingly, I am not 
going to tell you what the whole 
years line up of speakers is right 
now. Instead, I’m going to encour-
age you to navigate your computer 
to the RGNF homepage and find 
the Forest Specialist Series head-
ing at the bottom, to follow the link 
to the posted schedule. I’m guess-
ing you’ll find more than one topic 
of interest. And that way, you’ll 
know just where to go to find the 
topic and link to the sessions. Or 
you can look for our events on the 
Rio Grande National Forest Face-
book page. Mark your calendar 
now. I look forward to seeing you 
online this year.

Here is our homepage:  www.
fs.usda.gov/main/riogrande/home

Gregg Goodland is the Public 

Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest. An avid outdoor 

enthusiast, you’ll find him enjoying 
all public lands as often as possible. 
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash
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Call 719-852-3531
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Sell your household
 items for FREE. 
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See details below.FREE!
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Valley-Wide Classified

Did you know that you have 
the power to stop an overdose death 
with a simple and easy to use nasal 

spray called Naloxone? This lifesaving 
medication can reverse an opioid 

overdose and has 
saved countless 

lives. You can pick 
up your FREE 

dose of portable 
Naloxone at La Jara 
Health Mart Pharmacy 

located at 412 E Main St., La Jara. 
If you have any questions, please 

call (719) 274-5109, and for further 
information about Naloxone and how it 

works, please visit Narcan.com

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

05 Notices
If you believe in: the oneness of hu-
manity, equality of men and women, 
elimination of prejudice, harmony of 
science and religion; contact Bahai-
FaithFriends@gmail.com for Zoom-
link Casual  conversation, every 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.org 
or call 719-937-5083.
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code «ELK17» 
and you will get $17/lb for Elk Grade 
A and $13/lb for Deer Grade A. 5 miles 
west of Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-
657-0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted 
Help Wanted-Potato Seed Sorters 
Wanted Contact 850-2137. (2/9)

FULL-TIME MAINTENANCE 
Person needed for apartment com-
plex in Monte Vista. Interested 
persons need to have a minimum 2 
years maintenance experience, valid 
driver’s license, clean background 
check and pass a drug test.  Mainte-
nance duties include but not limited to 
minor plumbing & electrical, grounds 

keeping, maintaining buildings & 
common areas, and painting, etc.  In-
terested persons should pick up an ap-
plication at 551 Monroe Street, Monte 
Vista  CO   81144.  If any questions or 
further information is needed, please 
call 719-852-5505 or send resume to 
mvha04@yahoo.com  Attn: Alonzo or 
John.   Equal Employment Opportunity 
Provider and Employer. (3/2)
2022 OPEN POSITIONS FOR 
PLANNING & ZONING-City of 
Monte Vista is seeking three citizens 
with a desire to serve on the Monte 
Vista Planning and Zoning Com-
mission.  The Planning Commission 
consists of a five-member board and 
persons must reside in the City of 
Monte Vista.  One member may be a 
non-resident but must own property 
within the City limits. The Planning 
and Zoning Commission members 
serve in an advisory capacity to the 
City of Monte Vista Council in mat-
ters relating to planning and zoning, 
reviewing and making recommenda-
tions on subdivisions and land devel-
opment applications, and reviewing 
proposed ordinances related to the 
planning function.  The Planning and 
Zoning Commission meets on the 
last Thursday of each month and 
members that are appointed by City 

Council will receive a $40 stipend 
per meeting. Interested applicants 
please go to www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov , City Clerk’s page, 
Dept. Forms/Documents and fill out 
the Planning & Zoning Application and 
send it to uvance@ci.monte-vista.co.us 
or 95 West 1st Street Monte Vista, CO. 
81144.  If you have questions please 
call 719-852-6171 (3/2)
Rio Grande County Department 
of Social Services is seeking a Re-
ceptionist/Administrative Assistant.  
Position provides a full range of cleri-
cal, secretarial, computer data entry, 
and receptionist duties.  High School 
Diploma or GED and two years cleri-
cal experience required.  Successful 
completion of business courses obtained 
beyond high school may substitute for 

the required experience. $14.58/hour. 
Pre-Employment drug test, including a 
marijuana screening, and background 
check are required.  Job Descriptions 
and applications are available online at 
www.riograndecounty.org, or pick up 
and submit to Human Resources, 925 6th 
Street, Room 200, Del Norte, CO  81132

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a pump 
technician! This includes, but is not 
limited to, pulling & resetting water 
well pumps, shop time, cleaning & 
maintenance. Valid driver license and 
drug free are non-negotiable require-
ments. Call 719/852-2662 for more 
info, prefer drop off of resumes in 

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

Small/
Pocket Pet $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

Cats $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needed

0 - 25 lbs. $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page
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Valley Wide Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Bluestone
Contracting
281-229-1439

Staining/Painting

Justin Blackmon
Owner

Del Norte, Colorado
South Fork, Colorado

justinblackmon62@gmail.com

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

person at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, east of 
Monte Vista.(2/23)
Sargent School District is accept-
ing applications for the following 
position: ELEMENTARY PRINCI-
PAL, for the 2022-2023 school year.   
Benefits include: Health, dental, vision, 
and life insurance, PERA retirement, 
paid time off, as well as other optional 
benefit elections. Please visit the 
website for application information 
www.sargent.k12.co.us or call 719-
852-4023. EOE (2/09)
Sargent School District is accepting 
applications for the following posi-
tion for the  2021-2022 and 2022-2023 
school year. This is a grant funded 
position and includes a $1,500 dollar 
sign on bonus, and flexible schedul-
ing:  TWO K-12 TUTORS.  Benefits 
include:Health, dental, vision, and life 
insurance, PERA retirement, paid time 
off, as well as other optional benefit 
elections. (2/09)
Sargent School District is accept-
ing applications for the following 
position for the 2022-2023 school 
year: ELEMENTARY ADMINIS-
TRATIVE ASSISTANT.  Benefits 
include:Health, dental, vision, and life 
insurance, PERA retirement, paid time 
off, as well as other optional benefit 
elections. Please visit the website for 
application information www.sargent.
k12.co.us or call 719-852-4023. EOE 
Power Zone Equipment is seeking 
highly motivated applicants for the 
following Positions: Industrial Painter/ 
Assembly Tech $14-$18/HR  Welder/ 
Fabricator $15-$18/HR  Certified 
Welder $22-$28/HR Pre-employment 
drug screening and background check 
required.To apply or enquire about 
details for one of these positions, please 
email resumes to greg@powerzone.
com or call 719-754-1981.  (2/23)  
Creede Arts Council seeking part-
time Program Coordinator. Ad-
ministrative and computer skills re-
quired. Info at creedeartscouncil.
com. Send cover letter, resume and 
references to: PO Box 392, Creede, CO 
81130 or email to creedesculpture@
gmail.com. (2/9)
Need Full-Time Farm Help Must 
Know How to Weld and Know your 
way around a farm Call 850-2137. 
Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill a 
full-time position for a Teller in the 
Creede Branch.  Duties will be to 
accept deposits, loan payments and 
process withdrawals while maintaining 
a balanced cash drawer.  Must be 
personable and pleasant answering the 
phone and greeting customers.  Many 
other duties will be assigned as needed.  
The position is permanent, full-time, M 
– F, 8am – 4:30pm with ½ hour lunch 
and a robust benefits package.  Ap-
plication available at TrueLocalBank.
com/careers or inquire at 117 N. Main, 
Creede or call 719-657-3376 and ask 
for Dawn.   EOE. (2/9)

ACA PRODUCTS, BUENA VISTA, 
CO IS A SAND, GRAVEL, ASPHALT 
& CONCRETE SUPPLIER. WE 
ARE ACCEPTING APPLICA-
TIONS FOR CDL DRIVERS (A 
& B), CRUSHER PERSONNEL, 
LOADER OPERATORS, AND 
MECHANICS.   EXPERIENCE 
A PLUS BUT WILL TRAIN THE 
RIGHT PERSON. COMPETITIVE 
WAGE DEPENDING ON EXPERI-
ENCE.  FULL TIME POSITION 
WITH HEALTH INSURANCE, 
401K, VACATION AND SOME 
PAID HOLIDAYS, EEO.  MUST 
PASS PRE-EMPLOYMENT DRUG 
TEST.  NO PHONE CALLS, APPLY 
IN PERSON AT 702 GREGG DRIVE, 
BUENA VISTA, CO, FIND APPLI-
CATION ONLINE @ WWW.ACAP-
RODUCTS.COM, FAX TO 719/395-
3794, OR E-MAIL TO BCRITES@
ACAPRODUCTS.COM. (2/9)
Farm assistant needed for hay and 
grain operation near Center, CO. 

Person needs to be versatile, willing 
to help where and when needed in 
all areas of the operation including 
farming, maintenance and general 
repairs, cleaning equipment, pivot 
irrigation, burning ditches, trucking, 
etc. Responsibilities include operating 
tractors with various tillage imple-
ments and hay equipment to put up 
hay and straw. Grain operation requires 
work in and around grain bins trans-
ferring grain using augers and grain 
vacs, shoveling and sweeping grain. 
Person will also haul grain to and from 
on-farm storage; having a CDL is not 
required, but good driving record with 
experience and ability to drive tractor/
trailer is needed. Pay range depends 
on experience, $14-$20 per hour. Call 
303-319-9830 (2/9)
The Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office, Jail Division, is accepting 
applications for Full-Time And Part-
Time Dispatcher/Jailer. Applicants 
must be at least 21 Years of age and 

have a high school education or GED. 
Must be proficient in Computers, be 
able to multi-task and be a problem 
solver. Requires working with County 
Jail inmates and have a valid Colorado 
Driver’s License. Medical and Dental 
benefits and 401 K Options are avail-
able for Full-Time Employees. Starting 
pay is $14.42 per hour. Applicants must 
pass a criminal background check as 
well as a drug screening test. Applica-
tions may be picked up at the Sagauche 
County Sheriff’s Office located at 530 
5th Street, Saguache, CO. or by call-
ing 719-655-2544. Saguche County 
Sheriff’s Office is an equal opportunity 
employer. (2/9)
The Saguache County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is accepting applications for Full-
Time Dispatch/Jailer. Applicants 
must be 21 years old and have a high 
school education or GED. Applicants 
must be proficient in computers, be 
able to multi-task, a problem solver 
and requires working with county 

Jail Inmates. Applications must pass 
a criminal background check as well 
as a drug Test. Applications may be 
picked up at the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office located at 530 5th St., 
Saguache, CO. Phone 719-655-2544. 
The Sagauche County Sheriff’s Office 
is an equal opportunity employer. Posi-
tions are open until filled. (2/16)

12 Houses for Rent
Available for rent in Del Norte: Re-
modeled 1 bedroom/1 bath unit for 
one person. $600/month, inclusive of 
water and sewer.  No pets. Call 719-
850-0750.(2/16)

27 Appliances
Stainless Double Door Refrigerator 
Works Great 35” Wide 68” High $250 
Call 719-206-3132 (216)

28 Household Goods
Metal Security Double Front Doors 
66” Wide 80” High $200, Also Nice 
Oak Futon $150. Call 719-206-3124. 
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32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC, 719-480-5047, 
Delivery Available. (3/2)
Firewood for sale $180.00 per cord. 
Delivery Avaialable. Call Atlee Jay 
Hoshstetler. 719-850-4012. (3/22)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
For Sale: RPS 400 Solar Well Pump, 
Nearly New with 4 Panels and 250 
Ft. Of Marine Wire. $1800.00. Call 
541-272-2102. (2/23)
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrigera-
tors and Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte 
Vista. (719)852-0500 (3/2)
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent proof. 
8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Healdworks, 
Inc. – Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (03/22TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 240 WATT AND 
SMALLER. We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers and Batteries in 
Brand Names of Outback, Magnum, 
Rolls, More. We Also Carry Cable 
and PV Wire. Thank you for Buying 
At Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. 
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment 
 Front Weight for a 4850 John Deer 
Tractor. Call 588-9521. (2/16) 

42 Feed & Seed
Oat and Pea 3x4 Bales at $165 a ton. 

Triticale at $125 a ton. Contact us at 
719-588-4987 in Moffat, Colorado 
Premium alfalfa and alfalfa/grass, 
small bales, barn stored, $9.00 per 
bale. Call  719-580-2509 (3/30)
Alfalfa, horse and cow hay, also oat 
hay small bales in La Jara. Call 719-
588-4022 or 719-580-5772. (2/16)

48 Pets & Supplies
Banddog mastiff puppies. Brindle 
and solid colors. Asking $250. 719-
480-0118

HUSKY/BORDER COLLIE pup-
pies. Beautiful! For info & pics, text 
(719) 298-2947 (2/23)
Pot Belly Piglets, Only 2 Left, $50.00 
each obo. 719-849-8261.(2/23)

50 Livestock
Cattle grazing permit in Carson 
National Forest with San Antone 
Livestock Association, permit only 
719-274-0267 (2/23)
Attention Farmers and Ranchers: 
Seal your leaking livestock tanks, 

ponds and reservoirs with bentonite. 
Call 719-580-6652. (5/17)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR JUNK 
AND UNWANTED VEHICLES 
We pickup, no title ok. 719-937-7935. 
719-849-8491(TFN 3/1)

64 Autos for Sale
Super nice 2007 Volvo XC90 for sale. 
Bright red, garaged, excellent condi-
tion, Sport Edition. Well maintained 
Call 719-849-9496. (2/16)

65 Professional 

Services
LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. Quick 
service. Call anytime, available week-
ends and evenings. 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593. (03/01)TFN) 
THE BLIND GUY window coverings. 
Free measuring, free estimates. Profes-
sional installation. Guaranteed lowest 
prices. Call Tony, 970-903-1403.

Valley Wide Classifieds
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR 

SALE

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Vests for Veterans

February Valentines 
Vest Drive

Vests for 
Veterans

Warm Hearts, Warm Homes!
Drop off a new or gently used women’s or men’s vest. Stay 

for a cup of coffee and sign up or call for a Free Home 
Market Evaluation with Bernadette Gingrass

FROM
‘FOR SALE’
TO ‘SOLD’

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Your Real Estate 
Listings could reach 

over 18,000 
prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal 
and see the results.

Reserve space for a minimum 
of twelve (12) weeks for ...

............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Prime Mountain Tract. A rare and beautiful gem 
of mountain property is now for sale near Sali-da Colorado. San Luis Creek flows through the center of a lush green meadow surrounded by a variety of plant life. Alder trees line the creek bank and beaver ponds full of fish provide a peaceful secluded environment that is one-of-a-kind. Above the creek bottom are stepped bench uplands. Ancient Indian campsites have been identified on an overlook. A private road accesses the center of the property. The entire property tract is fenced. A public forest access road crosses the south east corner and is fenced. The property lies 1/2 mile from US Highway 285 and connections to utilities. The town of Salida with all the amenities of skiing, mountain biking, river rafting, excellent medical services, schools and so much more are a short 20 minute drive from this mountain retreat. Call today! $1,000,000 MLS#771050

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

1 Acre parcel 
with beautiful 
views of the 
Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. 
Close to the 
Sand Dunes and 
Alligator Farm 
and Hooper Hot 
Springs Pool. Just 
a short drive over 
to Salida. $5,000 
MLS#780912

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Level building spot on the 
10th Fairway at the Rio 
Grande Club and Resort 
with stunning views. Just 
minutes away from World 
Class skiing and the Rio 
Grande River known for 
Gold Medal fishing- This 
is a perfect spot for your 
dream home on a Champion-
ship Golf Course. Don’t let 
this one slip away! $47,000 
MLS#781025

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of 
room to add on if you wanted. 
Has good space, and some 
updates. Has been a rental, so 
great for the investor looking 
for a rental investment. Some 
outbuildings, and established 
yard. Call today for more de-
tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Prime Commercial 
Property! Awesome 
building on Highway 285 
that would work great for 
any type of business. This 
building is insulated, heat-
ed, and has a beautiful of-
fice space with huge hang-
ing doors on both ends of 
the building. The building 
is located on a 0.75 acre 
commercial lot! $179,000 
MLS#787380

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great commercial lot with beauti-
ful trees on property! This 0.33 acre 
lot is a great place to start a new busi-
ness whether it is cabins, hotels, or a 
store without having to worry about 
any HOA’s . This land is partially lev-
elled and can be tapped into the City 
utilities. It is connected to 92 Rio Vis-
ta Circle; with the possibility to pur-
chase both properties for $65,000.00 
to make your business space that 
much larger! Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity; call us to view it today! $30,000 MLS#790097

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great commercial lot with beautiful 
trees on property! This 0.6 acre lot 
is a great place to start a new business 
whether it is cabins, hotels, or a store 
without having to worry about any 
HOA’s . This land is partially levelled 
and can be tapped into the City utilities. 
It is connected to 52 Rio Vista Circle; 
with the possibility to purchase both 
properties for $65,000.00 to make your 
business space that much larger! Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity; call us to 
view it today! $40,000 MLS#790099

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
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TheLegacy
INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Monthly Rent Includes

◆ Private apartments

◆ Home-like environment

◆ 24-hour access to staff

◆ Three meals served daily

◆ Medication management

◆ Housekeeping & laundry 

service

◆ Beauty Shop

(719) 852-5179
100 ChiCo Camino • monte Vista, Co

www.hhmsi.com • montevista@hhmsi.com

1335 Sixth St. • Del Norte

719-657-1105
www.rivervalleyinn.innsofthesouthwest.org

River Valley Inn

The  San Luis Valley’s newest 
skilled nursing care facility! 

“Where Quality in Life is Most Important!”

The idiom “kick the bucket” is a euphe-
mism for passing away that does not paint 
such a rosy picture if you consider its origins. 
However, the phrase “bucket list,” though 
undeniably related to “kick the bucket,” 
definitely sheds a brighter light on the topic 
of mortality. 

A bucket list is a plan for living life to 
its fullest and prioritizing opportunities to 
engage in all sorts of activities. A bucket list 
can be made at any point in life and is not 
exclusive to individuals facing their own 
mortality. Here are some tips for putting 
bucket list plans into action.

• Stop and think about what you really want 
to experience in your lifetime. Leave factors 
like money or proximity out of it. No ideas 

are off-limits. This is your opportunity to 
brainstorm, and nothing is too crazy or silly.

• Write the bucket list in a comfortable or 
inspiring place, which may help ideas flow 
more freely. The place might be a cozy nook 
at a bookstore or a quiet spot on the beach.

• Choose things that are meaningful to 
you as well as ideas that are frivolous and 
fun. Make your list a mix of each, and don’t 
take yourself too seriously.

• Divide the bucket list by time. Are there 
items you can check off in a particular 
season, such as skiing the Alps? If your 
bucket list involves moving to a bustling 
city, determine if you’d like to do that after 
your children have reached adulthood or 
if you want to expose them to city life as 

youngsters. Categorizing the list by periods 
of your life can make it easier to prioritize 
certain activities over others.

• Determine if each bucket list activity 
will be a solitary or joint pursuit. Various 
activities are more enjoyable when shared 
with others, but some you might be more 
inclined to do alone. 

• Set aside a budget for funding bucket 
list activities. Bucket lists may include some 
costly activities, so start saving now so money 
does not stand in your way. Open a savings 
account specifically for funding bucket list 
excursions and set up automatic deposits.

Bucket lists can encourage people to live 
life to the fullest and it’s never too early to 
get started on a list of your own. 

How to make a bucket list a reality

Outdoor activities that are perfect for seniors
The great outdoors beckons people 

of all ages. Fresh air can be hard to 
resist and the benefits of spending 
time outdoors are so numerous that it 
behooves anyone, including seniors, to 
answer the call of nature.

According to researchers with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Forest Service, human beings benefit 
both physically and psychologically 
from spending time in nature. Such 
experiences can reduce stress and help 
lower heart rates, potentially decreas-
ing individuals’ risk for cardiovascular 
disease. In addition, the Forest Service 
notes that spending time outside in 
green spaces has been linked to a lower 
risk of depression.

Seniors who are retired or even ag-
ing empty nesters who are still in the 
workforce can make great use of their 
free time by venturing into the great 
outdoors. The following are a handful 
of senior-friendly outdoor activities 
that provide a great reason to get off 
the couch and take in all that Mother 
Nature has to offer.

• Hiking: Hiking provides a great 
workout and an ideal opportunity to 
spend time in an idyllic setting. The 
U.S. National Park Service notes that 
hiking helps individuals build stronger 
muscles and bones, improves their 
sense of balance, has a positive effect 
on heart health, and can decrease the 
risk of certain respiratory problems. 

Hiking is an especially attractive out-
door activity for seniors, as many parks 
feature trails with varying degrees of 
difficulty, ensuring there’s a trail for 
seniors whether they’re seasoned or 
novice hikers.

• Water aerobics: The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention notes 
that water-based exercises can be espe-
cially helpful individuals with chronic 
diseases, a category many seniors fall 
into. The CDC notes that one study 
published in the journal Arthritis & 
Rheumatology found that improves 
the use of joints affected by arthritis 
without worsening symptoms. The 
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services also notes that swimming can 
lead to improved health for people with 
diabetes and heart disease. Seniors can 
reap these benefits by going for a dip 
in their own backyard pools or a local 
body of water, such as a lake or ocean. 
Many swim clubs also offer discounted 
memberships to seniors, making these 
another great and affordable way to 
reap the benefits of swimming.

• Fishing: Of course not all outdoor 
activities need to make seniors huff and 
puff. Fishing provides a great reason 
to get outdoors, and many individuals 
devoted to fishing report feeling less 
stressed after a day spent casting for 
their favorite fish. Individuals who 
consume what they catch also can 
benefit by improving their diets, as 

the American Heart Association notes 
that consuming certain types of fish has 
been linked to a lower risk for heart 
disease and obesity.

• Volunteering: Local environmen-
tal groups often sponsor cleanups at 
parks and waterfront attractions like 
beaches and lakes. Volunteering with 
such organizations is a great way to get 
outside and give back, and working 
with like-minded individuals can be 
a great way for seniors to meet new 

people. In addition, a national study 
sponsored by the Corporation for 
National and Community Service in 
2019 found that 88 percent of Senior 
Corps volunteers who initially reported 
a lack of companionship reported a 
decrease in feelings of isolation after 
volunteering.

The opportunities for seniors to 
enjoy the great outdoors are endless. 
Taking advantage of such chances can 
benefit seniors in myriad ways. 

Living a long, healthy life has 
been made possible thanks in part 
to modern medicine. But the factors 
behind longevity are more complex 
than just access to quality health-
care. Genetics, lifestyle and even 
where a person lives can all impact 
the length of a person’s life. 

Longevity is often studied so 
scientists can uncover the secrets 
to those who seem to have unlocked 
the fountain of youth. Certain areas 
of the world boast the longest life 
spans, and scientists study these 
areas for clues.

In 2016, the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Competitiveness 
Survey studied the health of popu-
lations around the world. In the 
criteria, WEF ranked countries in 
terms of the average life expectancy 
— indicating where people live the 
longest. While developed countries 
certainly made the list, there was 
some offset in the numbers based 

on high rates of mental health issues 
that may lead to suicide.

Overall, the following countries 
ranked high in average life expec-
tancy. People interested in living 
longer may want to adopt some of 
their citizens’ lifestyle habits to live 
long lives.

• Monaco: The second smallest 
country in the world boasts quite a 
high life expectancy, with people 
living an average of 89.7 years. 
Nearby France has the lowest 
obesity rates in the world, pos-
sibly helping people to live long, 
healthy lives.

• Hong Kong: This country off the 
coast of China has a high longevity 
rate with people living an average 
of 84 years. Steamed food, engag-
ing in Tai Chi and drinking tea may 
contribute to long life.

• Japan: In this Asian nation, 
people live 83.6 years on average. 
Again, a healthy diet rich in sea-

food and active lifestyles may be 
the secret.

• Spain: The Spanish dine on the 
famed Mediterranean Diet, which 
is rich in fresh vegetables, fish and 
healthy fats. Spaniards live on aver-
age 83.1 years.

• Switzerland and Italy: Low 
poverty levels make a good diet 
more readily available to much of 
the Swiss and Italian populations. 
Diverse topography that can push 
physical exertion also may help 
those in Switzerland and Italy live 
to 82.8 and 82.7 years, respectively.

The U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency also tracks life expectancy 
rates for nations around the world. 
The United States does not crack 
the top 20. The CIA puts America 
at number 50 on its list, with people 
living an average of 78.4 years. The 
World Bank shows that Canadians 
fare better than Americans, with an 
average life span of 82.1 years. 

Life expectancy ranks 
highest in these countries
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earthknack.com for full class descriptions, dates and pricing

FOR ADULTS! SURVIVAL PRIMITIVE SKILLS 
ADVENTURE CAMP MARCH 21 - 25

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A TV STAR TO HAVE ALL THE FUN AND LEARNING!!

Throwing Tomahawk Class April 2 - 3

 Wild Plants Uses, includes Health Care Plant 
Preparations April 9 - 11 

Stone Tools - Flint Knapping 101 April 16

Into the Heart of the Buffalo 
American Bison Processing Class April 23 - 25 

Traditional Hide Tanning Methods April 28 - May 2 

Ancestral Fire Making Techniques May 7

Natural Fibers Fantastic 1st offering: May 13 - 15

 Natural Fibers Fantastic 2nd offering: May 20 - 22

Archery Camp for Families 1st offering: May 13 - 15

Archery Camp for Families 2nd offering: May 20 - 22

Horse and Buggy Hitching May 28

2022Sled Dog 
races to 

return to 
South Fork
By lyndsie ferrell 

SOUTH FORK — The Rocky 
Mountain Sled Dog Club will be hosting 
a race in South Fork along the Beaver 
Creek Reservoir thanks to the recent 
snow that has accumulated in the area.

It has been several years since the 
last time the races could be held in the 
area and people are eager to watch or 
participate in the event. 

Leslie Fields with the Rocky Moun-
tain Sled Dog Club said that the event 
will be held over two days with com-
bined times on Feb. 19 and 20. This 
is a perfect opportunity for guests to 
enjoy a winter near South Fork and to 
see dogs of all shapes and sizes vying 
for the finish line.

“We have drivers who lead teams 
with dogs of all kinds, not just the Hus-
kie breed and races begin at 9 each day. 
It is going to be really fun,” said Fields. 

The event was made possible with the 
help of the South Fork Visitor Center 
and the South Fork Friends Foundation. 
Fields is anticipating between 15 and 
20 drivers this year though, in events 
past, they had as many as 40 drivers 
participate.

“We are hoping to generate inter-
est from other local sled dog groups 
and to bring drivers in from all over,” 
Fields said. 

The club was established in 1960-61, 
making it one of the oldest sled dog 
clubs in the area. Their most recent 
event featured 40 drivers at 10,500 feet 
on top of the Grand Mesa near Grand 
Junction which was the 16th year for 
that event.  

Fields said there will be a 2-, 4- and 
6-mile race for two-, four- and six-dog 
teams that will race on the groomed 
trail south of Beaver Creek Reservoir.

“Spectators are welcome to attend 
and can watch the start and finish of 
the races. If people want to snowshoe 
or ski up the trail to see the race further 
up, we ask that they stay to the side of 
the trail, so they do not interfere with 
the race,” Fields said. 

Along with the team sled dog races, 
there will also be a category for Skijor 
races that includes one- or two-dog 
teams. In this category, the dogs pull 
their driver on skis. It is one of the more 
popular attractions, Fields said. 

For more information, visit the club’s 
Facebook page under Rocky Mountain 
Sled Dog Club Followers.

Photo courtesy of Sargent Schools

Sargent Elementary School librarian, Diana Rice, better known as RiceBob to her students is experiencing 
cancer for the second time. She battles leukemia on a daily basis and takes chemotherapy medications 
weekly. Just recently, she found out that she had breast cancer and will have to have surgery to remove 
the cancer in early February. Sargent School District came together and had penny wars to raise money 
for RiceBob. Students from kindergarten through 12th grade raised over $6,400 to help pay medical 
bills and travel expenses that insurance won’t cover. First graders, pictured with Rice, won the battle.

Penny drive for Rice

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Open Mon.-Sat.

10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

CreedeThe Holy Moses

Make plans to host a 
party for the “BIG” 

game. We have a 
variety of chip dips and 
cheeseballs to make it a 

“Super Event”
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Courtesy photos 

The Rock Creek Wildland Urban Interface project was designed to reduce 
fuel loading on the border between Rio Grande National Forest lands 
and adjacent private lands. By thinning the understory and reducing 
tree crown spacing, the area has less potential to support a large wildfire 
and provides better opportunities for a more aggressive attack on a fire, 
according to RGNF officials. The area was masticated in early 2020 and 
the slash piles were created by a contract thinning crew in the summer.

BURN Continued from Page 1

with the proposed action. Once this 
phase is complete the proposed plan is 
then reviewed by the forest supervisor. 
Once approved, the team waits for the 
weather and conditions to be just right. 
In the meantime, if the project is in what 
is called a wildland urban interface, 
as was the case with the Rock Creek 
project, private landowners and other 
organizations like the Bureau of Land 
Management are contacted. 

“We started this project in 2019 but 
because of the COVID pandemic, it 
had to wait until this year. We did not 
have any other big challenges with this 
particular project, and I know that our 
communication with the public played a 
huge role in our success. There were days 
when the smoke was going to be worse 
than anticipated and we were given the 
go-ahead by property owners in the area 
to move forward with the project. In the 
end, we burned about 800 piles of slash 
which was the result of our mitigation 

process,” Smith said. 
Josh Jordan, who was the burn boss 

for the Rock Creek project, also agreed 
that the relationship project managers 
created with the landowners and public 
in the area were the main reason the 
project was so successful.

“We follow our burn plan, and we lit 
a certain number of piles per day so that 
we could watch and mitigate the spread. 
It can be hard to have a prescribed burn 
take place near your home or property, 
and we like to make sure conditions are 
right before we proceed and to educate 
the public on our process to help alleviate 
those concerns. It is very important to us 
to be successful,” Jordan said. 

Now that the Rock Creek project is in the 
books, the team will be moving to a new 
prescribed burn area near Crestone that 
will be along the Willow Creek Trailhead 
and another up North Carnero Creek near 
County Road 41G. For more information, 
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Adequate yearly 
progress (abbr.)

 4. Silicon Valley’s specialty

 8. Gather a harvest

10. Famed mathematician

11. No (slang)

12. Students use one

13. Type of molecule

15. Play make-believe

16. Large barrel-like 
containers

17. Touching

18. Treats allergies

21. Calendar month

22. Single

23. Cease to live

24. Brew

25. What ghosts say

26. Geological time

27. Focus

34. Discomfort

35. A citizen of Iran

36. Trip

37. Imitate

38. Makes happy

39. Double-reed instrument

40. Body parts

41. Transgressions

42. One-time emperor of 
Russia

43. Time zone

CLUES DOWN

 1. Used in treating bruises

 2. One who cultivates a 
small estate

 3. One who supports the 
Pope

 4. Annuity

 5. Geological period

 6. Grab onto tightly

 7. Kept

 9. Chinese city

10. The most direct route

12. Type of tooth

14. __ kosh, near Lake 
Winnebago

15. Popular veggie

17. Supervises interstate 
commerce

19. Foolish behaviors

20. Witness

23. Gives

24. Expression of creative 
skill

25. A way to prop up

26. Midway between 
northeast and east

27. Winter melon

28. Supernatural power

29. Target

30. Threes

31. A type of poetic verse

32. They make some people 
cry

33. Kindest

34. Forman and Ventimiglia 
are two

36. A way to liquefy

Awards. The Excellence Awards 
are an opportunity to showcase 
the amazing work, innovation, and 
endless spirit of early childhood 
professionals! The award ceremony 
will be held in person at the closing 
general session of the Rocky Moun-
tain Early Childhood Conference on 
Saturday, March 12, 2022, and live 
streamed to our virtual audience. 
Three finalists from each category 
will be chosen by the RMECC 
Steering and Program Committees 

and will receive free all-access at-
tendance to the event. The winners 
of each category will be selected 
by public vote and announced live 
at the award ceremony where they 
will receive their prizes.”

The voting will be held via Face-
book and will begin on Monday, Feb. 
7, at www.facebook.com/RMECC. 
The winners will be selected by a 
public vote, and the Mountain Valley 
School District is asking the com-
munity to support Reed by voting.

Courtesy photo

Mountain Valley School Board of Education President Lacy Reed is one of three finalists for an Excellence Award 
from the Rocky Mountain Early Childhood Conference. Reed is also director of Early Childhood Programs.

REED Continued from Page 1

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“What a unique little place!  
The pizzas are delicious but 

the self service draft beer 
bar is a real treat!  Pour your 

own and sample any or all 
of the flavors!  Great fun!!”

~ Dawn H., Google Reviews

NEW PIZZA OPTION
Caramelized Cheese Crust DETROIT Style Pizza

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Try Our New
Mountain Puffs!

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

to celebrate the history of the building 
and keep Ski Hi in the name, according 
to the City of Monte Vista.

The large charitable donation from 
the Ralph Outcalt Foundation warranted 
his name at front and center. In addition, 
the complex was promoted as a regional 
facility and received regional support 
from many donors so adding SLV (San 
Luis Valley) will be all-encompassing 
for anyone using the facility.

The building was a want for the 
area for years and gained momentum 
in recent years as fundraising for the 
multi-million project began in earnest 
spearheaded by the Friends of Ski Hi. 

“The vision behind the new Ski Hi 
building had been there for a really long 
time,” Shriver said in an earlier interview, 
chairperson for the Friends of Ski Hi. 
“This idea was there as early as 2006, 

2007, the only thing that was not, was 
the funding. The funding really came 
from grants and community donations 
and involvement; it really just took off 
from there.”   

On Sept. 4, 2019, Friends of Ski 
Hi Park presented the idea and pre-
liminary design to the City Council for 
a multi-purpose Ski Hi building, and 
other changes to the Ski Hi complex in 
Monte Vista. 

In 2020, the Friends of Ski Hi along 
with the City of Monte Vista and Alcon 
Construction, officially announced that 
the building for the Ski Hi complex had 
been ordered. The $8 million project 
kicked off in 2020 with a local dona-
tion campaign early in the year. Within 
months, over $772,000 had been raised 
by the community to go toward the 
project. 

The full demolition of the Ski Hi com-
plex began and was complete in July of 
2020 and, the new steel structure frame 
for the new building came together in 
January of 2021.

The 54,743 square foot building has 
two large, carpeted conference rooms. 
One can be sectioned off into three 
smaller rooms and the event center. A 
caterers warming kitchen is also avail-
able if food is needed or sold at an event.

Monte Vista Mayor Dale Becker said, 
“This is a milestone for our community. 
The building is available for all sorts of 
celebrations and events. The community 
should be very proud of what has been 
accomplished and what will be used for 
years to come.”

The SLV community is invited to the 
ribbon-cutting on Feb. 25 from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. with comments at 5:30.

SKI HI Continued from Page 1
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