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ALAMOSA — Sangre de 
Cristo National Heritage Area is 
looking for students to participate 
in its Caminos de Valle Youth 
Walking Tours and its Sangre de 
Cristo National Heritage Camp. 

If  interested,  f i l l  out an 
application online at www.
sangreheritage.org/collaborate/, 
or email to info@sdcnha.org or 
hand deliver to 231 State Ave. 
in Alamosa. Deadline is Friday, 
March 18.

SdCNHA seeks 
students for 

Walking Tours, 
Heritage Camp

S A G U A C H E  C O U N T Y 
—  D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f 
March, Colorado Department 
of Transportation crews will 
perform crack sealing operations 
on US Highway 285 between 
Saguache and the Colorado 
Highway 17 junction, mile points 
92-100. 

Travelers should allow for 
extra travel time as intermittent 
closures will be enforced to allow 
crews to work on the highway. 

Work will take place, weather 
permitting, over the next few 
weeks, Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Drivers will encounter full 
stops and lane closures. Flagging 
personnel will guide traffic 
through the work zone. Up to 
15-minute delays are anticipated.

A speed reduction of 40 mph 
will be in place and drivers should 
slow down and use extreme 
caution when approaching and 
driving through the work zone. 
Motorists are urged to be aware 
of crews and heavy equipment.

City having logo 
design contest for 
new event center

MONTE VISTA  — The 
City of Monte Vista is holding 
a competition for a business 
logo for the new Outcalt Event 
and Conference at SLV Ski Hi 
Complex.

Submissions are due by 5 p.m. 
on Monday, April 4. Email to 
skihi@ci.monte-vista.co.us

The winner will be announced 
on Friday, April 8, and the winner 
will receive a $100 prize.

For more information, contact 
City Events Manager Stephanie 
Ruybal at 719-490-9670.

US 285 east of 
Saguache: Crews 

to fill highway 
cracks this month

By Mechel Meek

MONTE VISTA — The sights and sounds of 
thousands of Rocky Mountain sandhill cranes 
once again fill the skies of the San Luis Valley. 
Every year, Monte Vista holds the Crane Festival. 
It draws visitors from around the country to view 
these magnificent birds at the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge.

Also, a large part of the festival is the talks by 
wildlife experts, hand-painted cranes created by 
local artists displayed in town, and the Craft and 
Nature Fair.

This year, the Craft and Nature Fair was held in 
the new Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV Ski Hi 
Complex. The building was recently completed and 
has several amenities that made it a great venue for 

The Monte Vista Crane Festival was March 11-13.

Photo courtesy of Ray Esparza

Monte Vista Crane Festival draws 
visitors, artists and photographers

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 5A

SWAG offers an 
alternative to 

Subdistrict 1 plan

By Mechel Meek

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Water 
has been and will most likely remain 
a highly contentious issue in the San 
Luis Valley. A group of Valley farmers 
announced in a press release that 
they have come together to create 
the Sustainable Water Augmentation 
Group (SWAG), an alternative to Rio 
Grande Water Conservation District, 
Subdistrict 1.

Photo by Mechel Meek

A group of Valley farmers announced in a press release that they have come together to create the Sustainable 
Water Augmentation Group (SWAG), an alternative to Rio Grande Water Conservation District, Subdistrict 1.

Valley farmers form Sustainable 
Water Augmentation Group

Please see GROUP on Page 7A

Lacy Reed, director of Early Childhood Programs and 
Board of Education president of Mountain Valley School 

District, was awarded the Rocky Mountain Early Childhood 
Excellence Award as the top Community Leader at a 

conference on March 12 in Denver.
Photo of courtesy of Lacy Reed

BOE president for Mountain Valley 
School wins award for work in 

Early Childhood Education
By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE — Lacy Reed, director of Early Childhood 
Programs and Board of Education president of Mountain Valley 
School District, was awarded the Rocky Mountain Early Childhood 
Excellence Award as the top Community Leader at a conference 
on March 12 in Denver.

According to RMECC, the 2022 Rocky Mountain Early 
Please see REED on Page 2A

DA dismisses 
case against 
Joergensen, 
reinstates 
day later

See JOERGENSEN on Page 2A

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA – On Wednesday, March 
9, two days before his next scheduled 
court appearance, District Attorney 
Alonzo Payne dismissed the case against 
Jesper Joergensen, charged with 141 
counts of arson in connection with the 
Spring Creek fire that burned roughly 
156 square miles and destroyed 149 
structures. The decision was announced 
in a public service announcement sent 
to the Courier.
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oBituary

Alfred Orville Chapman was 
born in Del Norte, Colo., on Dec. 
30, 1949, and went to be with 
the Lord on March 8, 2022. The 
sixth-born of eight children to 
Orville Chapman and Helen Myers 
Chapman, he was raised in South 
Fork and graduated from Del Norte 
High School in 1970, following 
which he earned his Associates 
Degree in Mechanics from Trinidad 
State Junior College in 1972.

Alfred served in the US Army 
in Vietnam for two years and was 
honorably discharged in 1974. 
He worked with O.W. Chapman 
Construction and was a small 
business owner, as proprietor of 
Al’s Garage, in South Fork. He 
was a proud veteran and member 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
for which he served as Chaplain 
in the South Fork Area.

He is survived by seven siblings, 
Judy, Hap, George, Brent, Melody, 
Mike, and Destry; 13 nieces and 
nephews; and many friends.

While a person’s life is reckoned 
in dates and accomplishments, they 
do not represent the sum of Alfred’s 
years, which were measured instead 
in the flow of the Highline Ditch, 
in cups of coffee, in conversations, 
filled with words like hard pan, 
return flow, and half flume.

He kept the pastures green and 
the cows moving; he cared about 
land and animals and people and 
water; he knew what gave him 
peace and purpose. The South Fork 
corridor is a testament to his work 
ethic and tenacity, transforming 
snowmelt into green cottonwood 
trees, healthy wells, and productive 
pastures.

Alfred was hard-working, smart, 
appreciated the value of a good 

Alfred Orville Chapman

prank, and loved to learn and 
engage in fellowship with friends 
and strangers alike. He was an 
independent soul, and he knew 
what he was about.

He was kind and generous and 
loved to sing, as evidenced by his 
well-worn hymnal, second only in 
use to his Gideon New Testament, 
always at the ready to share a verse 
of scripture. His hope was in Christ 
and his eternal reward, and he was 
confident that his passing would 
be received with great rejoicing 
and singing, accompanied by a 
welcome of “well done, my good 
and faithful servant, enter into the 
joy of the Lord.”

Alfred will be laid to rest at Shaw 
Creek Cemetery on Friday, March 
11. In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests donations in Alfred’s 
name to the South Fork Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. To express 
condolences, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com.

Rogers Family Mortuary in 
Monte Vista is in care of the 
arrangements.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between 
Monday, March 7, 2022, and 
Sunday, March 13, 2022.

The Sheriff ’s Department’s 
activity on the road included four 
traffic stops, one crash with property 
damage and one traffic complaint. 
They also patrolled the Town of 

Saguache 10 times and the Town 
of Saguache once, did one VIN 
inspection and assisted a motorist.

In addition, there was one 
report of trespassing, one report 
of sex offense, one report of 
disorderly conduct, and one report 
of suspicious activity

They also responded to four civil 
disputes, seven ambulance calls, one 
animal problem report, one alarm, 

two welfare checks, four citizen 
assists, nine controlled burns, two 
fires (other), one drug violation, 
provided information five times, 
and assisted nearby agencies twice.

ARRESTS
• A 31-year-old Center man 

was arrested for suspicion of 
third-degree assault and domestic 
violence.

Childhood Conference is the 
area’s largest and foremost early 
childhood conference. Every year 
the conference hosts teachers, 
professionals, business leaders, 
policymakers, caregivers, and 
other stakeholders providing early 
childhood professional improvement 
and training.

The event features keynote 
speakers ,  workshops ,  ea r ly 
childhood exhibitors, and networking 
opportunities. RMECC is a program 
of Denver ’s Early Childhood 
Council.

The Council’s mission is to elevate 
the early childhood field through 
innovative and inclusive leadership, 
services, and solutions.

RMECC stated, “Lacy Reed is 
a community leader in a childcare 
desert where 63% of children under 
5 live below the poverty level. She 
is the director of Mountain Valley 
RE-1 Early Childhood Programs and 

has served on the school district’s 
board of education for eight years. 
During this time, she has written 
over 30 approved policies that 
protect children, families, and early 
childhood education programs. Lacy 
has an extensive list of community 
achievements, including increasing 
her center’s CPP (Colorado Preschool 
Program) slots from 5 to 30. She took 
a program without a rating to a level 
4 within her first year, that is now a 
level 5. She also received the Boots 
on the Ground award in recognition 
of exemplifying the spirit of cross-
system collaboration. 

“Lacy routinely organizes and 
offers training to all families of the 
community from monthly parenting 
classes to Cooking Matters. She 
can be found at community events 
demonstrat ing how to make 
hollyhock dolls or offering free 
face painting to children. She has 
helped several staff members go 

from preschool parents and stay-
at-home moms to Early Childhood 
Teachers, thus actively building 
careers and employing members of 
the community. She has worked to 
ensure that toddler-aged children 
have a place in their community.”

REED Continued from Page 1A

saguache county sheriff’s rePort

On Thursday, March 10, less than 24 hours later, Payne 
released a second public service announcement, stating 
he had reinstated the charges due to what appears to be a 
complication with a federal law enforcement agency.

Payne’s stated reasons for dismissal of the case included 
“an inability to prove the case beyond a reasonable cause” 
and related to Joergensen, 55, and in the country illegally 
after overstaying his visa, being declared incompetent to 
stand trial shortly after his arrest. 

Joergensen was subsequently transferred to the Colorado 
State Hospital where he was diagnosed with a mental illness, 
but, according to his attorneys, refused treatment as, due to 
the nature of his disorder, he believes he is not suffering 
from any illness.

In 2021, a psychiatrist recommended that Joergensen be 
forcibly medicated, which could pave the way for him to be 
declared competent and capable to stand trial.

However, it was determined that, while being forcibly 
medicated in the state hospital may improve Joergensen’s 
mental illness, there are significant challenges with continuing 
to deliver that same medical treatment if and when Joergensen 
would be transported to jail.

As stated in the Wednesday’s public service announcement 
from Payne, Joergensen has “been found incompetent to 
procced on multiple occasions throughout the course of 
this case, and the Costilla County Sheriff’s Office does not 
have the resources, manpower and cannot bear the burden 
to restore Jesper Joergensen to competency through forced 
medication.”

At that time, the district attorney went on to say that 
his office was “working with Homeland Security to place 
Joergensen in their custody as we believe he is a threat to the 
community and to himself” and his office “had coordinated 
with the U.S. Customs and Immigration Enforcement (ICE) 

Jesper Joergensen

JOERGENSEN Continued from Page 1A

for a smooth transition with Mr. Joergensen following his 
hearing in court.”

Payne’s announcement of the reinstatement of charges 
provided more details, including stating the dismissal of 
charges had been on the condition that Joergensen would be 
placed in ICE custody, transferred to a facility out of state 
and evaluated for deportation. 

However, Payne stated he had been notified that afternoon 
that ICE was unable to take Joergensen into custody, which 
prompted Payne’s reinstatement of charges.
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oPinion & editorial

This Spring forward deal with the 
clocks has really gotten to Ol’ Dutch. 
And even Miss Trixie seems to have 
been afflicted with the clock-altering 
event.

I had written previously about 
conspiracy theories and do believe 
that this event may also qualify for 
just such an award as neither Miss 
Trixie nor myself really have nothing 
to rise early for, yet, it seems to afflict 
us with tiredness.

Changing the clocks on the second 
Sunday in March at 2 a.m. dates back to 
1918 as a way to create more daylight 
hours when the day is the warmest. I 
guess this would seemingly let people 
get more done during those hours, 
too. It’s less and less popular every 
year and some states have even done 
away with it altogether. It appears 
that they have finally listened to the 
old Native American who said it was 
only the white man that thought he 
could cut the end off a blanket and 
sew it on the other end and think he 
had more blanket.

Other people have said that it 
helps the farmers, so they have more 
daylight hours to work during their 
busy season but again, Old Sol only 
hangs up in the sky during these 
months for so many hours a day no 
matter how you slice it and dice it.

And you have to wonder why it 
always changes in the middle of 
the night toward Sunday morning? 
Many believe it’s a way to make 
people either late or early to church 
depending on if they are Springing 
forward or Falling back.

We had a couple who would 
inevitably show up late on the 
Sunday in the Spring and drag in 
two kids and all their diaper bags 

Editor,
Phil Leggitt always stated, “If 

you take care of Creede and its 
people, they will take care of 
you.” Once again, his words ring 
true. Since his death in February, 
we have been showered with the 
love and support by Creede and 
its extended families and friends.  

We wanted to say thank you 
to our Public Health Department 
warriors Joni, Tara and Janet, for 
not only their ongoing care for 
Phil but for our entire family as 
we battled sickness through this 
difficult time.

Creede Clinic staff for quickly 
recognizing the care needed 
for Phil. Pastor Sara Lynn for 
her comfort and support, the 
phone angels with words of 
encouragement and love. The 
Creede kiddos that made crafts for 
Phil and the family. Ladies Aid, 
Helping Hands and the Elks Lodge 
for the donations toward travel 
expenses.  Homemade meals , 
goodies and food boxes delivered 
from Creede folk, Kentucky Belle 
and Cafe Ole.

Our family and friends that 
helped keep our homes and pets 
safe while we were away. 

The Downstream Mercantile 
team for keeping everyone informed 
when they had updates on Phil.

A huge Thank You to each and 
every one of the wonderful people 
that thought of us during this time. 
This came in the form of cards, 
flowers, gifts, social media outreach 
and donations for travel expenses.

While the folks of Creede 
were looking to take care of us, 
the medical teams that took care 
of Phil during his illness were 
outstanding. The Rio Grande 
Hospital and Memorial Hospital 
doctors, nurses and staff and the 
Flight for Life crew that got Phil 
safely to Colorado Springs, were 
so helpful and caring in their 
attention to his needs and to my 
questions.

Each and every one expressed 
their concern for Phil and his 
kindness toward them. He charmed 
some of the nurses even though he 
was ill. Thank You to all of them. 
Their professionalism was only 
surpassed by their generosity.

Being away from home in times 
of uncertainty and stress is always 
disconcerting but the staff at the 
Hyatt Place in Colorado Springs 
made our stay with them easier 
by being helpful and caring. Their 
concern for us during our stay was 
demonstrated daily.

Flowers and wind chimes are the 
sweetest of remembrances and we 
were fortunate to receive both from 
individuals and the board members 
that Phil served with. The wind 
chimes will continue to brighten 
our days with their melodies as 
the flowers brightened our days 
with their fragrance and beauty. 
Thank you to everyone.

Our family loves Creede as 
much as Phil did and we extend a 
heartfelt Thank you to all.

Diana Leggitt

Creede

Spring forward

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

and accouterments to the front row 
only to hear my dad the preacher 
dismiss the crowd. To their credit 
they always laughed about it and 
took our teasing in good humor, so 
it became almost a yearly ritual to 
see them come in.

I guess they chose Sunday so that 
people would not be late for work 
but in all honesty, it would actually 
balance out as they would be early 
on the day in the fall when we all 
fall back.

We are funny people as we all talk 
about how we either gain an hour of 
sleep in the fall or lose an hour of 
sleep in the spring and once again 
we seem to be adjusting the length 
of that blanket like the old Native 
American suggested.

You don’t actually lose anything 
as we all know. But I do know this, 
that extra hour we gain in the fall 
does not do us as much good as the 
damage the hour we lose in the spring 
does for sure.

Now Ol’ Dutch has a famous 
saying since retirement and that is “I 
don’t have any place to be.” Which 
means at least as far as “having” to 
be somewhere has certainly taken 
on less importance than when I had 
three jobs.

But even though commitments to 
jobs have been eliminated, I still have 
a few things that I have promised other 
people I would do. And, sometimes, 
those commitments get me up far 
earlier than I like.

It seems that doctor appointments, 
babysitting and any government 
agency appointments are the leading 
reasons for getting up early as they 
always want to get a good start on 
the day and would hate for Ol’ Dutch 

to enjoy his morning coffee in his 
recliner comfortably at home.

My dad is a prime example of this 
phenomena and at 91 years old is 
always having to show up at such 
things at the butt crack of dawn. 
And this is in cold and snow and icy 
weather to boot. You would think that 
the people who want to see him would 
take that into account, but they power 
on regardless of their clients age and 
or conditions.

This may explain why people in 
the Northern regions live longer than 
those in the South as they are just 
forced to be tougher than nails to even 
survive their youth let alone old age.

So, Miss Trixie and I hope that you 
got sprung forward without much 
pain and hopefully were not late for 
church last Sunday.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Leggitt family 
thanks Creede

your night sky
By darlene danko

Cancer the Crab
The full moon is on March 18, 

and the last quarter is on the 25th. By 
March 28, you’ll be able to view the 
morning sky.

Obviously, Venus will be visible 
even with a full moon, but the other 
planets might not be visible until the 
moon gets smaller and dimmer. Mars 
will be just to the right of Venus, and 
Saturn will be just below it.

Jupiter will be visible in the East, 
but it’s low so if you have mountains 
in the East, you most likely won’t be 
able to see it.  

Now that Daylight Savings time is 
here, the evening sky will stay lighter 
longer, and you’ll have to stay up later 
to observe. But the good thing is that 
the morning sky will stay dark an hour 
later, so you won’t have to get up too 
early to observe the morning sky.

Along the ecliptic in the west about 
a third of the way up is Cancer the 

Crab. It’s the smallest and faintest of 
our zodiacal constellations and only 
contains five stars. So, we need a clear 
dark sky to find it.

Fortunately, it’s in between two 
bright zodiacal constellations. Leo the 
Lion is on its left and the Gemini Twins 
with Pollux and Castor are on its right. 
You might remember that Leo the Lion 
has the backward question mark with 
the bright star Regulus on the bottom.

Cancer is an upside-down V with 
a line pointing up above the V. It 
represents the crab that attacked 
Hercules during his fight with Hydra. 
The crab was crushed under the 
warrior’s foot during the struggle. 
Hera the Queen of Gods who sent 
him to attack Hercules gave him a 
place in the sky.

What’s interesting about Cancer are 
the open star clusters it contains. The 
best one is the Beehive cluster M44. 
It’s an open cluster of 1,000 stars, 570 
light years from Earth. It’s just to the 

right of the top of the upside-down V.
With clear dark skies you’ll be able 

to see it with unaided vision. Of course, 
binoculars will show you at least 20 
stars and a telescope will show more. 
With the naked eye, it will look like a 
faint patch of light. Binoculars and a 
telescope will show you that the stars 
are glittering bright.

M67 is between the legs and close 
to the left. It has 500 stars but is not 
visible with unaided vision. Binoculars 
will show you some, but it’s better with 
a telescope. The best time to look for 
this constellation is now before it sinks 
too low in the sky. That’s assuming 
we’ll have a clear night when the moon 
isn’t visible. A tiny sliver of the moon 
is OK, but not a large moon.  
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San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2021-2022

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

STATE BASKETBALL BOYS
CLASS 1A

Thursday
Sierra Grande  62 ........................ Dove Creek  52

Friday
McClave  53 ............................. Sierra Grande  35

Saturday
Granada  63 .............................. Sierra Grande  61
CLASS 2A

Thursday
Sanford  43 ...........................................Peyton  36

Friday
Sanford  44 ............................................ Limon  40

Saturday
Yuma  59 ............................................. Sanford  43
CLASS 3A

Thursday
Centauri  63 ....................... Colorado Academy  51

Friday
Centauri  71 ..................................... St. Mary’s  67

Saturday
Aspen  50 ..........................................Centauri  40

STATE BASKETBALL GIRLS
CLASS 1A

Thursday
Fleming  43 ..........................Sangre de Cristo  30

Friday
Lone Star  73 ....................... Sangre de Cristo  49
CLASS 2A

Thursday
Sanford  49 ........................................Wiggins  30

Friday
Sanford  42 .................................................Rye  31

Saturday
Holyoke  39 ......................................... Sanford  34

contriButed article

ALAMOSA — SOIL Sangre de 
Cristo investor members voted to 
award $21,000 in 0% Interest Loans 
to four entities 
in the region 
d u r i n g  t h e 
annual meeting 
recently.

Loans were 
a w a r d e d  t o 
E l e m e n t s 
M o u n t a i n 
C o m p o s t , 
Fungus Among 
U s ,  R o c k y 
Mountain Garlic and Elevations 
Farm and Orchard.

Elevation Farm and Orchard, 
located in Alamosa, will use the loan 
to purchase and set up of a vertical 
growing system. This includes 
shelving, lights, fans, trays, water 
system, soil, and seed. Unlike many 
vertical grow system, theirs will 
be based in living soil not hydro or 
aquaponics. Some of the products 
they grow are peas, salad and other 
greens, rhubarb, herbs, pork, and eggs 
using regenerative farming methods.

Fungus Among Us Medicinals is 
an off-grid gourmet and medicinal 
mushroom company located in 
Westcliffe and servicing Fremont, 
Chaffee, and Custer counties. FAUM 
specializes in the cultivation of 
gourmet and medicinal mushrooms 
sold directly to consumers at farmers 
markets and local restaurants. 
Medicinal tinctures and supplements 
are also made. 

Elements Mountain Compost 
started in 2015, provides organics 
waste disposal and soil amendment 
products to Chaffee County and 
the surrounding region. EMC 

Courtesy  photos

SOIL Sangre de Cristo investor 
members voted to award $21,000 in 
0% Interest Loans to four entities 
in the region during the annual 
meeting recently. Loans were 
awarded to Elements Mountain 
Compost, Fungus Among Us, 
Rocky Mountain Garlic and 
Elevations Farm and Orchard.

SOIL Sangre de Cristo awards 
$21,000 supporting local agriculture 

collects over 230 tons of food 
scraps, compostable items (napkins, 
compostable containers) and yard 
waste from businesses and residents in 

Salida, Poncha 
Spr ings  and 
Buena Vista.

R o c k y 
M o u n t a i n 
G a r l i c  h a s 
been growing 
garlic in Salida 
since 2017. The 
owners believe 
in healthy food 
and know that 

comes from healthy soil. They started 
out small, building seed stock with a 
few hundred heads and growing to 
14,000 garlics in production.

In 2020 RMG collaborated with 
another farm in Chaffee County to 
expand market offerings to include 

other root crops — beets, carrots, potato, 
turnips, radish and onion — along with 
a few perennials — sorrel, rhubarb, 
herbs; parsley, mint, oregano. In 2020 
RMG obtained Certified Naturally 
Grown status, the grassroots alternative 
to certified organic, no pesticides, 
herbicides, or chemical fertilizers.

SOIL Sangre de Cristo, a local 
nonprofit,  allows community 
members to invest in common 
good, to support the health of our 
environment, and have delicious 
high-quality food available as the 
end result. SOIL Sangre de Cristo 
awards 0% interest loans to regional 
food producers by pooling money and 
awarding the loans each year. 

For more information, visit online 
SOILSangredeCristo.org.

The next round of loan awards will 
be in March, 2023, with applications 
accepted starting Dec. 1, 2022.



Thursday, March 17, 2022 Center Post-Dispatch Page 5A

It seems that stress is the disease of 
the century. Products and programs to 
manage stress are a multi billion-dollar 
business, whether the “cure” is medicine, 
counseling, books, seminars or classes. 
But I’ve discovered that God’s way of 
managing stress is the most effective 
way to live.

Jesus says in John 14:27 (AMP): 
“Peace I leave with you; My [perfect] 
peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Do not let your 
heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid. 
[Let My perfect peace calm you in every 
circumstance and give you courage and 
strength for every challenge.]”

I know what it’s like to live under 
the burden and pressure of stress, and I 
know what it’s like to have God’s peace. 
I can honestly say that I will do whatever 
I have to do to have God’s peace in my 
life, because it is not God’s will for us to 
live with stress all the time.

It’s easy for us to feel like we can’t 
avoid being stressed-out because it’s just 
the way the world is today. But the truth 
is just because stress is a disease of our 
culture, it doesn’t mean we have to adopt 
the ways of our culture and live the same 
way.

We have two options: We can continue 
to be stressed-out until we fall apart, or 
we can learn how to receive the peace 
Christ gives in every circumstance, 
rather than letting stress get into us.

The Cure for Stress
For many years, I lived with constant 

stress. I was sexually abused by my 
father throughout my childhood. Then 
when I left home at the age of 18, I 
married the first man who came along 
because I was afraid no one else would 
want me, and that led to five years of 
misery. He ended up abandoning me. 

By the time I was 23 and met Dave 
Meyer, I was a mess! I was worried, full 
of fear, insecure and had a poor self-
image. So I tried to find value in what I 
did and became a workaholic.

Over time, I developed physical 
problems, like frequent headaches and 
backaches, and had problems in many of 
my relationships because I was unhappy 
and hard to get along with. I finally came 
to the place where I decided that I would 
not live that way any longer. Whatever 
it took, I was going to have God’s peace 
and live a peaceful life!

James 1:21 says, “…With a humble 
spirit receive the word [of God] which 
is implanted [actually rooted in your 
heart], which is able to save your souls.” 
Although I was a Christian during this 
time of my life, I needed to “get saved” in 
my soul—my mind, will and emotions. I 
needed to renew my mind with the Word 
of God so I could know the Truth and be 
set free from the root issues of my stress.

Here’s how it works: When we study 
God’s Word—reading it, meditating on 
it, getting it deep down in our hearts—it 
changes the way we think. This causes 
us to change the way we talk, which 
changes our attitudes, and then our 
behavior changes. At this point, the 
things around us—our circumstances—
can’t control us anymore.

Get to the Root of Your Stress 
Being set free from the pressure of 

stress begins with God’s Word, but we 
also have to understand that if things 
are going to change in our lives, we will 
have to take responsibility to change 
them with God’s help. So the first thing 
we need to do is pray and be willing to 
hear what He has to say about the real 
root of our problem. 

If you’re already doing your part, then 
be determined to trust God to fix things. 
But if you’re not walking in wisdom or 
you’re doing things a certain way just 
because that’s the way everybody else is 
doing it, then follow the direction He is 
speaking to your heart to make a change.

We must pray and obey! This means 
we make a commitment not to live based 
on the culture around us but by the 

Get Free from the 
Burden of Stress

leading of the Holy Spirit, who lives in 
us as born-again believers in Christ. Our 
mind-set should be: With God’s help, 
I’m ready to make a change. Then as we 
do what He shows us to do (or what He 
shows us not to do), we’ll be able to live 
in peace. 

Pursue the peace Jesus is offering 
you today. It’s not the kind the world 
gives—the kind you have as long as your 
circumstances are the way you want 
them to be. The peace Jesus gives makes 
you calm and undisturbed on the inside, 
in your soul, no matter what’s going on 
around you. 

Study other scriptures about peace, 
like Philippians 4:6-7, Colossians 3:15 
and 1 Peter 3:11. Put your trust in God 
completely and enjoy the life Jesus died 
to give you. Through Christ, you can 
learn how to manage the stress of this 
world, instead of letting stress manage 
you!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD series Unplug, 
Unwind & De-stress! You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has 
authored more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

artists to show their wares. The arts 
and crafts fair was held on March 11 
and 12 with vendors from all over 
the San Luis Valley and Colorado 
showing up in large numbers to 
sell their various items. The Monte 
Vista Chamber of Commerce hosted 
the event.

Many of the artists expressed their 
pleasure at being able to sell in the 
new building and appreciated the 
large crowds that attended the fair.

One vendor remarked, “It’s great 
to be able to have something like 
this in the early spring. It is usually 
too cold to have festivals now, so it 
is great to be indoors.”

Others remarked that the festival-
goers were having a great time 
and that they were buying a lot of 
handmade arts and crafts.

Visitors from all over the United 
States could be seen at the pre-
planned crane-watching events. 
Unlike previous years, where 
the events were hosted by the 
crane tours, instead, people drove 
themselves to a meet-up location 
on the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge and learned from 
Refuge staff and volunteers some 
interesting facts about sandhill 
cranes.

There were many opportunities 
for attendees of the free meet-ups 
to photograph the cranes in their 
habitat.

The speaking events that are 
usually held were instead available 
on-demand via recorded sessions 
on the Monte Vista Crane Festival 
website.

Photos courtesy of Ray Esparza

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1A March food distribution in
Del Norte on March 19

DEL NORTE — The Del Norte Emergency Food 
Bank will hold its March distribution on Saturday, 
March 19, from 9 to 11 a.m. The Del Norte Food Bank 

serves residents of the Del Norte and South Forks 
areas. Anyone in need of food assistance is welcome. 
For more information, call 719-850-2892.
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State Basketball 2022

www.TrueLocalBank.com

Del Norte
719-657-3376

Creede
719-658-0126

Great 
Job at 
State!

La Jara 
Pharmacy, Inc

412 Main Street
La Jara 

(719) 274-5109

Serving our Community 
for over 40 years!

Prescriptions, Medical Supplies, Supplements, 
Gifts,  Soda, Snacks, Local Foods and More!

Great Job,
Valley Teams!

By ken haMrick

LOVELAND — It was battle of In-
dians in the Class 2A State Tournament 
championship game as the Sanford 
High School boys basketball team faced 
Yuma — both having the Indian mascot.

However, this game would belong to 
the Yuma Indians as they defeated San-
ford 59-43 Saturday at the Budweiser 
Events Center.

Collin Stagner put Sanford on top 
early with a 3-point basket. Forest 
Rutledge scored in the paint for Yuma’s 
first points, but Cash Caldon drained a 
three to give Sanford its largest lead of 
the game at 6-2.

Jesus Ross scored for Yuma, but Mc-
Cray Larsen knocked down a jumper to 
give Sanford an 8-4 edge.

Rutledge buried a trey and Clay 
Robinson scored a layup to put Yuma in 
front at 9-8. McCray Larsen hit another 
short jumper, but Robinson made anoth-
er layup to give Yuma an 11-10 lead at 
the end of the first quarter.

Robinson scored two more baskets to 
increase Yuma’s lead to 15-10. Caldon 
made another 3-pointer, but Robinson 
scored five points and Kobe Rayl scored 
two to push the Yuma lead to 22-13.

Kelton Gartrell made two free throws, 
but Robinson made two free throws and 
Beau Tate made two baskets. Caldon 
made his third three of the game, but 
Tate scored again to give Yuma a 30-18 
advantage at halftime.

Robinson began the third quarter with a 
three. Gartell made two more free throws, 

but Rutledge made a 3-pointer and Robin-
son hit a jumper for a 39-20 lead.

Stagner made a pair from the line, but 
Yuma made two out of four free throws 
late in the third for a 43-22 lead at the 
end of the period.

Yuma took its largest lead of the game 
at 57-31 with 3:01 to play. Sanford 
outscored Yuma 12-2 in the final three 
minutes with McCray Larsen scoring 
six points and Ethan Larsen and Caldon 
both scoring three.

Caldon was Sanford’s leading scorer 
with 15 points, followed by McCray 
Larsen with 12.

Robinson led Yuma with 23 points 
and Tate scored 14.

Sanford had a final record of 22 wins 
and five losses.

Yuma 59, Sanford 43
Sanford – Stagner 2 2-4 7, Caldon 

5 1-1 15, Gartrell 0 4-4 4, M. Larsen 5 
2-2 12, E. Larsen 1 3-6 5, Sittler 0 0-0 
0, McCarroll 0 0-0 0. Total 13 12-17 43.

3-point goals – Caldon 4, Stagner 
1. Total 5.

Yuma – Ross 2 0-0 5, Gamboa 1 
1-2 3, Tate 6 2-3 14, Robinson 9 4-8 
23, Rutledge 3 0-0 8, Hernandez 0 0-0 
0, Carrillo 0 0-0 0, Lungwith 1 0-0 2, 
Haruf 0 0-0 0, Rayl 1 0-0 2, Varela 0 
0-0 0, Escobar 1 0-0 2, A. Baucke 0 0-0 
0, S. Baucke 0 0-0 0. Total 24 7-13 59.

3-point goals – Rutledge 2, Robinson 
1, Ross 1. Total 4.
Sanford 10 8 4 21 – 43
Yuma 11 19 13 16 – 59
Fouls – Sanford 13, Yuma 19.

By ken haMrick

LOVELAND — It was a case of 
falling into too deep of a hole for 
the top-seeded Sanford High School 
girls basketball team when it took on 
second-seeded Holyoke in the Class 
2A State Tournament championship 
game Saturday at the Budweiser 
Events Center.

The Lady Indians trailed by as 
much as 16 points in the game, but 
they fought hard to close to within 
three points late in the game. How-
ever, that would be as close as they 
would come as they lost to the Lady 
Dragons 39-34.

Kristin Viselmeier gave Holyoke 
the early lead with a layup, but Chey-
enne Caldon made a 3-point basket to 
put Sanford in front at 3-2.

That would be the Lady Indians’ 
only lead of the game. Elyce Talavera 
made a three on the other side, and 
after Asia Caldon tied the score, the 
Lady Dragons scored the next eight 
points for a 13-5 advantage at the end 
of the first quarter.

Cheyenne Caldon opened the 
second quarter by making two free 
throws, but Lauren Herman made 
three treys to give Holyoke its largest 
lead of the game at 23-7. Asia Cal-
don made one of two from the line 
to close out the period, but the Lady 
Indians trailed 23-8 at halftime.

Cheyenne Caldon made two more 
free throws for the first points of 
the third quarter, but Talavera made 
another 3-pointer to equal the Lady 
Dragons’ largest lead at 26-10.

Asia Caldon and Makenzie Reyn-
olds sparked a Lady Indians’ rally 
as both made a 3-point basket. Asia 
Caldon followed with two free throws 
to bring Sanford within a single-digit 

By ken haMrick

GREELEY — After a tough 53-
35 loss to McClave on Friday, the 
top-seeded Sierra Grande boys bas-
ketball team fell into the third-place 
game against third-seeded Granada 
Saturday at the University of Northern 
Colorado’s Bank of Colorado Arena.

The Panthers had a late lead in the 
game, but a late 3-point basket by 
Granada’s Brandon Gonzales sent 
Sierra Grande to a 63-61 loss to finish 
fourth in the state.

The Bobcats led 20-8 after the first 
quarter, but the Panthers rallied to cut 
the deficit to 35-27 at halftime. Sierra 
Grande continued the momentum and 
closed to within 51-48 at the end of the 
third quarter.

The Panthers had a 61-60 lead with 
10 seconds remaining, but they missed 
the front end of a 1-and-1 foul shot 
situation. The Bobcats got the rebound 
and pushed the ball upcourt where 
Gonzales hit the game-winning shot 
with 6 seconds to play.

Sierra Grande drew up a play and 
put up a 3-point attempt at the buzzer 
but missed.

Isiah Chairez led the Panthers 
with 30 points, followed by Thomas 
Archuleta with 17.

Sierra Grande’s final record was 24 
wins and two losses.

Photos by Ken Hamrick
Sanford High School’s Collin Stagner 
(3) makes a move to the basket against 
Yuma in the Class 2A State Tournament 
championship game Saturday in Love-
land. Sanford lost the game 59-43.

Sanford High School’s Kelton Gartrell 
(22) puts up a shot against Yuma in the 
Class 2A State Tournament champi-
onship game Saturday in Loveland. 
Sanford lost 59-43.

Yuma tops Sanford boys in 
2A state championship game

Photos by Ken Hamrick
Sanford High School’s Riley Canty looks 
for an open teammate as Holyoke’s Elise 
Krogmeier play defense in the Class 2A 
State Tournament championship game. 
The Lady Indians lost 39-34.

Lady Indians’ late rally falls short in 2A title game

Sanford High School’s Makenzie Reyn-
olds looks to put up a shot against Holyoke 
in the Class 2A State Tournament champi-
onship game in Loveland. Reynolds scored 
10 points, but the Lady Indians lost 39-34.

deficit at 26-18.
Viselmeyer ended the streak with a 

layup. Makenzie Reynolds also drove 
for a layup, and after Herman also 
scored in the paint, Cheyenne Caldon 
made a layup and added a free throw 
to bring the Lady Indians within 30-
23 at the end of the period.

Viselmeyer ’s two free throws 
pushed the lead to five, but Riley 
Canty made two 3-pointers and Mak-
enzie Reynolds scored a layup to cut 
the deficit to 34-31 with 4:09 to play.

Elise Krogmeier made split at the 
line and then made two free throws 
to increase the lead to 37-31. But 
Makenzie Reynolds buried a three 
to again bring the Lady Indians 
within three points at 37-34 with 56 
seconds left.

Sanford got the ball back after 
Herman missed the front end of a 
1-and-1, but Cheyenne Caldon missed 
a 3-point attempt. After a tie-up, the 
Lady Indians regained possession, but 
another 3-point attempt was blocked.

Herman made two free throws with 

10 seconds remaining to put the game 
out of reach.

Cheyenne Caldon and Makenzie 
Reynolds both scored 10 points to 
lead the Lady Indians.

Herman was Holyoke’s leading 
scorer with 14 points.

Sanford ended the season with a 
record of 25 wins and two losses.

Holyoke 39, Sanford 34
Holyoke – A. Talavera 0 0-0 0, E. 

Talavera 3 0-0 9, Herman 4 3-5 14, 
Viselmeyer 3 3-4 9, Krogmeier 2 3-4 
7, Roberts 0 0-0 0. Total 12 9-13 39.

3-point goals – Herman 3, E. Tala-
vera 3. Total 6.

Sanford – Faucette 0 0-0 0, A. 
Caldon 2 3-4 8, R. Canty 2 0-0 6, Av. 
Smith 0 0-0 0, C. Caldon 2 5-5 10, 
Edgar 0 0-2 0, M. Reynolds 4 0-1 10, 
As. Smith 0 0-0 0. Total 10 8-12 34.

3-point goals – R. Canty 2, M. 
Reynolds 2, A. Caldon 1, C. Caldon 
1. Total 6.
Holyoke 13 10 7 9 – 39
Sanford 5 3 15 11 – 34
Fouls – Holyoke 11, Sanford 13.

Sierra Grande High School’s 
Isiah Chairez (12) moves past 
McClave’s Eddie Verdu (24) 
in Friday’s Class 1A State 
Tournament semifinal game 
at the University of Northern 
Colorado’s Bank of Colorado 
Arena. The Panthers lost to 
McClave 53-35 and then lost 
to Granada in the third-place 
game 63-61 on Saturday.

Photo by Ken Hamrick

Late shot upends Panther boys in loss to Granada

Falcons defeated by Aspen 
in Class 3A title game

Courtesy photo by Shelly Polzin

Centauri High School’s Mason Claunch 
(12) grabs a rebound in the Class 3A 
State Tournament championship game 
Saturday at the University of Denver’s 
Hamilton Gym. The Falcons lost to 
Aspen 50-40.

By ken haMrick

DENVER  – In what Centauri 
High School boys basketball coach 
Larry Mortensen called “a battle of 
Carhartt vs. Gucci,” the fifth-seeded 
Falcons team fought hard when it 
faced third-seeded and undefeated 
Aspen in the Class 3A State Tourna-
ment championship game Saturday at 
the University of Denver’s Hamilton 
Gymnasium.

The Falcons trailed for much of the 
contest and in the long run they came 
up short as they lost to the Skiers 
50-40.

Aspen had a 9-4 lead after the first 
quarter, but the Falcons led at halftime 
18-17.

The Skiers regained the lead at 
31-27 at the end of the third quarter, 
and they outscored the Falcons in the 
fourth quarter by a 19-13 margin.

Centauri’s Baron Holman led all 
scorers with 20 points, which included 
going 8-for-8 at the free throw line. 
His brother, Chaz, was next for the 
Falcons with 14 points.

Aspen had three players score in 
double figures. Shae Korpela led the 
Skiers with 16 points, followed by 
Porter Lee with 12 and Lucas Lee 
with 11.

Centauri finishes the season with a 
record of 24-2.

Aspen 50, Centauri 40
Centauri – C. Holman 5 3-4 14, 

Polzin 0 0-0 0, B. Holman 5 8-8 20, 
Claunch 1 2-6 4, Sowards 0 0-0 0, 

Johnson 0 0-0 0, Absmeier 0 0-0 0, 
Tibbitts 0 0-0 0, Anderson 0 0-0 0, 
Russell 0 0-0 0, Curtis 1 0-0 2, Taylor 
0 0-0 0. Total 12 13-18 40.

3-point goals – B. Holman 2, C. 
Holman 1. Total 3.

Aspen – S. Korpela 5 6-9 165, 
Godomsky 1 2-2 4, L. Lee 4 3-8 11, 
P. Lee 4 4-5 12, B. Korpela 0 3-8 3, 
Ruiz-Zuniga 0 0-0 0, Franceshi 2 0-0 
4. Total 16 18-30 50.

3-point goals – none.
Centauri 4 14 9 13 – 40
Aspen 9 8 14 19 – 50
Fouls – Centauri 24, Aspen 16. Fouled 
out – Claunch; P. Lee.
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Public Notice
Rio Grande Water Conservation District Appointment

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners is again accepting letters of interest for 
appointment to the Rio Grande Water Conservation District Board from an individual who 
would like to serve as the Saguache County representative to the Rio Grande Water Con-
servation District Board whom resides SOUTH of Saguache County Road L.  This is a 
three-year term ending in April 2025.

Letters of Interest may be addressed to the Board of County Commissioners and submit-
ted to the Saguache County Administration office – 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO 81149 
or mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache CO 81149, letters may also be emailed to wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.gov.  

The deadline for letters of interest is Friday, March 18, 2022 at 3PM, for an interview with 
the Commissioners on Tuesday, March 29, 2022. The Board of County Commissioners will 
make an appointment to this board during their regular meeting on Tuesday, April 5, 2022.
No. 1622 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 17 and 24 and March 3, 
10 and 17, 2022.

The Saguache County Planning Commission will hold a Work Session at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge Meeting Room located at 305 – 3rd Street, Saguache, Colorado, 
on the following date: 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31ST, 2022 at 2 PM

to hear anyone/group (please have one spokesperson for each group) to hear their 
presentation regarding the proposed changes to the Saguache County Land Development 
Code. Please call the Saguache County Land Use Office if you would like to be set 
on the Work Session agenda for your presentation, 719-655-2321 or email atorrez@
saguachecounty-co.gov . Depending on the number of presentations, will determine the 
allotted time per presentation. If you do not ask to be put on the work session agenda, you 
will not be able to do a presentation.
To view the current proposed changes, you may contact the Saguache County Land Use 
Department – PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov, 
or by calling 719-655-2321 or you may also view the changes on our website at www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov .

If you would like to comment on the current proposed changes, written comments 
will be accepted until Monday, March 28th, 2022 at 3pm, and may be sent to Saguache 
County Land Use Department at PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or email to atorrez@
saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1627 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31, 2022.

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
AND

CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF RESULTS

§1-13.5-513(6), 32-1-104, 1-11-103(3) C.R.S.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Center Fire Protection District, Saguache, Rio 

Grande, and Alamosa County, Colorado, that at the close of business on the sixty-third day 

before the election, there were not more candidates for director than offices to be filled, 
including candidates filing affidavits of intent to be write-in candidates; therefore, the elec-

tion to be held on May 3, 2022 is hereby canceled pursuant to section 1-13.5-513(6) C.R.S.         

The following candidates are hereby declared elected:

Arthur Holland 3 year term
Thomas Biel 3 year term
Andrew Price 3 year term
Lloyd Garcia 1 year term
Craig Perrin 1 year term

Kimberlee Schuett
Designated Election Official   
P. O. Box 845

Center, CO 81125

No. 1628 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, March 17, 2022.

“It is no secret that we are at a 
critical moment for the future of the 
San Luis Valley, as drought deepens, 
climate change intensifies, and the 
unconfined aquifer’s water level 
continues to drop at a dangerous rate. 
Decisive action is required now before 
the aquifer runs dry and the way of 
life for the 46,000 residents of the 
San Luis Valley, where agriculture 
is the driving economic force is 
threatened,” the release stated.

The San Luis Valley has a mostly 
unconfined aquifer and is subject to 
many variables including drought.

A confined aquifer is surrounded by 
rock and clay pieces which confine 
it to an area and make it less at risk 
for loss, but an unconfined aquifer is 
exposed and can be impacted more 
severely by outside factors.

A confined aquifer is found 
deep beneath the ground, while an 
unconfined aquifer is just below the 
ground level.

According to Texas A&M 
University, the water level in wells 
drilled into an unconfined aquifer will 
be at the same elevation as the water 
table. The water table will rise or fall 
in response to recharge and pumping. 
Generally, water percolates from the 
ground surface through an aquifer’s 
recharge area.

With the large amount of agriculture 
in the Valley, water is its most precious 
resource, and its most contested one.

The San Luis Valley is home to 
a variety of crops, including the 
ubiquitous potato fields, alfalfa, 
vegetables and other crops. Without 
access to water, these crops could not 
be grown. The Valley does not see 
a large amount of rainfall, instead, 
the water flows from the mountain 
areas from snowmelt and rainfall, 
and moves just below the surface, 
which requires the use of wells to 
irrigate the fields.

The Rio Grande Water Conservation 
District, Subdistrict 1 covers much of 
the San Luis Valley area. According 
to the Subdistrict 1 Plan of Water 
Management, “The goals of the 
Subdistrict are to cause groundwater 
levels in the Unconfined Aquifer of the 
Closed Basin to recover, and then to 
maintain a sustainable irrigation water 
supply in the Unconfined Aquifer with 
due regard for the daily, seasonal and 
longer-term demands on the aquifer 
and to protect senior surface water 
rights and avoid interference with 
Colorado’s obligations under the 
Rio Grande Compact. To achieve 
these goals, reducing and managing 
overall groundwater consumption is 
essential.”

The group of farmers behind 
SWAG disputes the effectiveness of 
the plans in place and proposed by 
Subdistrict 1. 

“Despite making little progress 
towards sustainability with the fee-
based model, Subdistrict No. 1’s 
Board of Managers is now poised 
to vote on raising the over-pumping 
fee from $150 to $500 per acre-foot. 
That’s a 233% increase on top of a 
386% increase over the past decade. 
While this plan may work for some 
producers, it is not a viable option 
for the members of SWAG who have 
paid these ever-increasing fees only 
to see reduced yields and declining 
water levels in the aquifer. It is clear 
the status quo is unsustainable for 
the farmers of the Valley, nor the 
aquifer that we rely on for our water. 
We simply do not have the time to 
double down on a one-size-fits-all 
fee-based approach,” SWAG stated 
in the release.

The SWAG press release included 
an answer to the ongoing water crisis 

Graphic of Subdistrict 1 courtesy of Rio Grande Water Conservation District

GROUP Continued from Page 1A

in the Valley.
“SWAG has entered into an 

agreement to purchase and retire 
approximately 4,500 acres, irrigated 
by wells, that have historically 
consumed an average of 5,678 acre-
feet per year from the unconfined 
aquifer at a cost of over $35 million. If 
real progress towards sustainability is 
not made, the sad truth is that SWAG 
members’ wells are subject to the 
very real threat of forced curtailment; 
whether by the State of Colorado if 
the subdistrict cannot prove its plan 
for sustainability will work; or by 
the Subdistrict itself through ever-
increasing fees for pumping which 
would punish those water users who 
rely on their decreed water rights for 
their wells, or the absence of water 
at their wellheads due to the overuse 
of the unconfined aquifer. The only 
way to solve this threat and ensure the 
future vitality of the Valley is to work 
together to find solutions which work 
for everyone. We need more options 
to promote conservation, not less. 
SWAG’s augmentation plan is one 
of those options, and we hope that 
other members of the community 

make your voices heard before it is 
too late,” SWAG concluded.

According to Subdistrict 1, “The 
reduced native water supply is the 
result of the onset of a serious and 
prolonged drought that has greatly 
reduced inflows and surface water 
diversions into the Subdistrict lands. 
In order to restore balance between 
available supplies and current 
levels of use, it will be necessary to 
permanently reduce the number of 
acres irrigated in the Subdistrict by 
approximately 40,000. The amount 
of the reduction in acreage will be 
periodically reviewed by the Board 
of Managers.”

The Subdistrict 1 Plan of Water 
Management continues stating that 
water levels will be increased by, 
“A program of temporary fallowing, 
potentially in cooperation with federal 
programs, to remove sufficient acreage 
from production, on an ongoing 
basis, to achieve reduction in water 
consumption necessary to achieve 
the goals of the Plan. Economic 
incentives for the permanent removal 
of lands from irrigation, potentially 
in cooperation with federal programs. 

Replacement of stream depletions and/
or increases in groundwater recharge. 
Infrastructure improvements to 
maximize the diversion and recharge 
of water available to Colorado under 
its compact allocation. Purchase 
and retirement of irrigated lands 
and/or water rights, either within 
or without the exterior boundaries 
of the Subdistrict. Education and 
research into water conservation, 
water use efficiency, improved water 

management, and public education on 
agricultural water use. Improvement 
and operation of ditches, headgates, 
and recharge facilities to make the best 
use of available water and to improve 
groundwater recharge.”

This water management plan was 
enacted on June 15, 2009. Some 
farmers have expressed their lack of 
faith in the water management plan, 
and its ability to complete the stated 
goals and objectives.
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By John Waters and 
keith r. cerny

ALAMOSA — SkyWest Airlines, 
operating as United Airlines, will 
discontinue Alamosa flights sometime 
this summer.

The airline uses CRJ-200 aircraft 
between the San Luis Valley Regional 
Airport in Alamosa and Denver under 
subsidies provided under the federal 
Essential Air Service program (EAS). 
That program was created in 1978 
to guarantee small communities like 
Alamosa are served by commercial 
airlines.

In a statement to the Valley Courier, 
SkyWest stated, “As a result of an 
ongoing pilot staffing imbalance 
across the industry, SkyWest expects 
to discontinue service in Alamosa 
beginning this summer. SkyWest 
has long been a supporter of the 
Essential Air Service (EAS) program 
and the critical need it fills in our 
national transportation infrastructure. 
We appreciate our partnerships and 
the support of the community, and 
we are committed to delivering 
a solid, reliable product through 
this transition. Our ground staff at 
Alamosa will be offered various 
options, including transfers within the 
company. Customers booked beyond 
the service date will be contacted to 
make alternate arrangements.

 “We are eager to work with officials 

toward solutions that would enable us 
to reconnect this community to the 
National Air Transportation System 
in the future, and we are committed to 
remaining flexible and adjusting our 
plans if the situation improves more 
quickly than currently expected.”

Alamosa Airport Board President 
Randy Wright confirmed learning 
of SkyWest’s decision at Thursday’s 
board meeting during a Zoom call with 
Daniel Belmont of SkyWest. He called 
the action a challenge for the board.

“People were finally looking at us as 
a place to get to by air,” Wright said. 
“This is a real punch in the gut.”

Wright went on to point out that 
the San Luis Valley has always been 
resilient and “we’ll figure this out and 
get a new provider.” He noted that the 
two-year agreement with SkyWest was 
ending in 2022 and requests for quotes 
for the next two-year Essential Air 
Service (EAS) contract is scheduled 
to go out in September.

Wright said there are only a handful of 
EAS providers potentially able to serve 
the SLV airport including Boutique Air 
who proceeded SkyWest in that role. 
He added that it could be a challenge 
finding new providers with 29 airports 
currently in the same dilemma, and 
that the Department of Transportation 
(DOT) might have to be involved.

DOT manages EAS agreements 
across the country.

Photo by John Waters

This Bombardier Regional Jet CRJ-200 awaits passengers on the tarmac of 
the San Luis Valley Regional Airport. SkyWest Airlines, the operator of the 
United Airlines jet has announced it will cease Alamosa flights this summer.

SkyWest Air to cease Alamosa 
passenger operations

staff rePort

Because of COVID, the Annual 
Colorado Emergency Management 
Conference was cancelled last year. 
It has been two years since Colorado 
Emergency Managers have met 
in person; the 2022 Colorado EM 
Conference in Loveland Feb. 22-25 
was an opportunity to get back together 
and share ideas.  

San Luis Valley Emergency 
Management was well represented 
by directors at the conference from 
Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, 
Rio Grande and Saguache counties. 
Representatives with the SLV 
American Red Cross, Emergency 
Preparedness and Response (EPR) 
and Healthcare Coalition were also 
in attendance at this multi-day event.  

Conejos County Director of 
Emergency Management Rodney 
King was awarded the coveted regional 
Emergency Manager of the Year 
Award from the Colorado Emergency 
Management Association (CEMA) 
and his peers. This was his second time 
receiving this award for his outstanding 
leadership, professionalism and 
commitment to his communities that 
he daily demonstrates. 

King has been a mentor to many 
leading the way for emergency 
management in the future. He may be 
one of the longest serving Emergency 
Management professionals in the State 

of Colorado.
Rio Grande County Director of 

Emergency Management Art Wittner 
was awarded the statewide Rookie of 
the Year Award as a new emergency 
manager in Colorado. Director Wittner 
came onboard joining the SLV team 
just as the COVID response initiated. 

Saguache County Deputy Director 
of Emergency Management David 
Frees was awarded the prestigious 
Mike Gelski Award for outstanding 
volunteerism and community service. 
Deputy Director Frees has dedicated 
thousands of hours to Saguache 
County and the SLV through his 
work on the Northern Saguache 
Fire Department, Saguache County 
Search and Rescue Team (SAR) and 
Emergency Management.  

Saguache County Director of 
Emergency Management Robert 
“Bobby” Woelz was also recognized 
by CEMA and the Colorado Division 
of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management (DHSEM) for becoming 
a State Certified Emergency Manager 
and for completing two State 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
task books for both Public Information 
Officer (PIO) and Planning Sections 
Chief (PSC). 

The SLV Emergency Management 
Team is a professional group of 
dedicated Responders serving the 
SLV Region.

Valley professionals honored 
at Colorado Emergency 

Management Conference
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After canceling the 
event in 2021, this year’s 

20,000-person Labor 
Day festival will be the 

largest event in Saguache 
County history

By Jason Blevins

Colorado Sun

CRESTONE  — The Seven 
Peaks Festival has found a new 
home. 

The world’s top concert pro-
moter, Live Nation, last summer 
canceled its 20,000-person Labor 
Day weekend country music con-
cert in Buena Vista after Chaffee 
County commissioners refused to 
raise coronavirus-related capacity 
limits. Saguache County com-

missioners last week approved a 
special use permit for Live Nation 
to host as many as 20,000 concert-
goers in the San Luis Valley, just 
outside the tiny hamlet of Villa 
Grove. 

 “Villa Grove and the business 
owners here are thrilled,” said Ja-
mie Williams, the owner of Villa 
Grove Trade, a restaurant and gen-
eral store that first opened in 1882. 
“I’ve got a few neighbors who are 
not so excited, mostly people who 
are concerned that this might not 
fit with our slow town, but hey, it’s 
only one weekend.”

It will be the largest event in the 
history of Saguache County, a rural 
valley with a population of about 
6,600 people and four municipali-
ties, one of which, Bonanza, has 

Seven Peaks music festival moves to San Luis 
Valley after 2021 COVID cancellation

Photo by John Waters

The small town of Crestone, population of about 90 residents is located in Saguache County, population 6,600.  
The area could experience as many as 20,000 music loving visitors if music promoter Live Nation prevails with 
their plans of bringing the Seven Peaks Music Festival to the county.Please see MUSIC on Page 2

suBMitted article

DEL NORTE — Hi, com-
munity members! We hope you 
are enjoying the nice weather as 
of late. All of us at High Valley 
Community Center had a won-
derful time at our community 
night last week. It was great to 
see both new and old friends join 
us for “Ms. Joy,” a short play 
followed by a homemade dinner. 
Thank you to the Creede Reper-
tory Theatre for organizing such 
a great performance. The kiddos 
had a great time! 

This month, we highlighted 
Ms. Brisa in our HVCC monthly 

Photos courtesy of High Valley Community Center

High Valley Community Center students enjoyed a visit from the Creede Repertory Theatre last week 
when cast members put on a small play titled ‘Ms. Joy.’

HVCC spotlights efforts of 
OST Coordinator Brisa

Please see HVCC on Page 2

By herMan 

Martinez

A L A M O S A  — 
Rubén Domínguez 
recalls converting 
his musical teach-
ings  provided by 
his  father  Ramón 
and his uncle Ryan 
Domínguez into a 
focused pursuit of 
guitar and vocals. 
His repertoire which 
began with tunes of 
the Eagles, evolved 
t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e 
classics by Daniel 
Valdez and now in-
cludes the music of 
Red River’s Michael 
Hearne.

“I loved travel-
ing with my moth-
er,  María Trujillo 
Domínguez, in my 
youth, leaving Es-
pañola and traveling 
throughout north-
ern New Mexico to 
attend my father’s 
performances as a member of the Santa Fe-based musical Trío Zía...
My father taught me chord progressions and song melodies and my 
uncle taught me guitar leads.”

Experiencing the loss of both parents in a span of eight years, Rubén 
came to Manassa in the San Luis Valley to live with his Godparents, 

Photo courtesy of Herman Martinez

Rubén Domínguez received the 2022 Hilos Cul-
turales Music Award.

Premio Hilos Culturales 
Music Award recipient is 

Rubén Domínguez

Please see DOMÍNGUEZ on Page 3
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Check out the 

farm decor framed 

art and metal tins 

that just arrived.

three residents. 
“This has never happened before,” 

said Amber Wilson, the county’s 
land use administrator. “It is excit-
ing.”

Live Nation, which is working 
with the unnamed owner of about 
1,600 acres between Villa Grove and 
the Sangre de Cristo Range, filed a 
land-use application last month and 
presented its plan to county commis-
sioners last week.

“This is all new to us but they 
presented a good case. We didn’t 
really have any issues,” Saguache 
County Commissioner Tim Lovato 
said. “As long as they meet certain 
guidelines, we are fine. They have 
their own concessionaires, their own 
security, their own clean-up crews. 
They crossed all their t’s and dotted 
all their i’s and have everything in 
order.”

The concert promoter and mu-
sician Dierks Bentley hosted the 
inaugural Seven Peaks festival in 
2018 on a private, 277-acre farm just 
outside Buena Vista. The second, 
running over Labor Day weekend 
in 2019, drew more than 10,000 
concert-goers. The 2020 event was 
canceled due to COVID.

Live Nation began planning the 
third Seven Peaks in late 2020, fil-
ing applications and meeting with 
Chaffee County commissioners in 
a long approval process for what 
would be its fourth permit for the 
event. The promoter began market-
ing the festival and selling tickets for 
the Labor Day weekend concert in 
June, before county commissioners 
had granted final approval to Live 
Nation’s permit. 

Neighbors around the Buena 
Vista venue complained about noise 
and traffic during the three-day 
event, and then in July, when the 
commissioners declined to raise a 
5,000-person cap on events, Live 
Nation abruptly announced it was 
canceling Seven Peaks and looking 
for a new home.

A report commissioned by Live 
Nation in November 2019 showed 
the three-day 11,404-person festival 
that year created a $13.6 million 
economic impact and supported 
144 jobs, delivering $1.25 million 
in state and local taxes. 

When Live Nation announced it 
was seeking a new venue for Seven 
Peaks, several communities across 
the state reached out to the concert 
promoter, hoping to lure the three-
day event that delivered millions of 
dollars to local businesses. 

Kyle Grote, the owner of the all-
organic Primo Cannabis shop and 
farm in Villa Grove, is excited. He’s 
hoping the turnout is huge after last 
year’s cancellation. 

“If I could tell everybody who is 

traveling from other places: Leave 
your weed at home and come see us. 
We’ll take care of you,” said Grote, 
who also operates a 2,400-acre yak 
farm in the valley. “We have lots 
of wide open spaces for events like 
this. I’m excited.”

Lovato said attracting as many 
as 20,000 visitors to his county “is 

going to fill our coffers for sure.”
“It’s something, you know. How 

many little rural counties get the big-
name entertainers they are talking 
about?” he said. “Not very many. 
We have more ground to cover, but 
we want this to be a benefit for the 
residents of Saguache County and 
the entire San Luis Valley.”

MUSIC Continued from Page 1

newsletter. Brisa is the OST Co-
ordinator who is responsible for 
coordinating after school activities 
and Friday trips as well as assisting 
with sports and other HVCC events. 

Brisa graduated from Center 
High School, has a 4-year-old son 
and a 2-year-old daughter, loves 
caffeine and spicy things, speaks 
fluent Spanish, shops whenever 
possible, and thinks summer is the 
best season. Brisa’s positive atti-
tude and great work ethic are part 
of what makes her such an asset to 
the organization!

In the world of HVCC sports, 
soccer registrations are available 
for kids grades K-7 on our website, 
www.TheHvcc.org. Please also note 
that all sports are organized through 
HVCC so if your child plans to play 
sports, they must also be registered 
with HVCC to play. Not sure if your 
child has an active registration? 
Give us a call at 719-657-2172 or 
send us an email at Hvcc@TheH-
vcc.org. Practiçces began the week 
of March 7 and games will start in 
April. More information is available 
on our website.

There is a whole new lineup of 
Fabulous Fridays this month. We 
will kick off the month swimming 
at the Sand Dunes swimming pool 
in Hooper, followed by a visit to 
the Colorado Gator Farm, a Creede 
Repertory Theatre workshop, and 
finishing with an HVCC Fun Day. 
There is so much fun to look for-
ward to! 

Please note that HVCC will be 
closed March 22-25 for Spring 
Break. We will re-open on Tues-
day, March 29. Enjoy your week 
everyone! 

HVCC Continued from Page 1

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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811 Main Street • Alamosa

SERVICES THAT WE OFFER:
• Individual Counseling
• Couples Counseling
• Family Counseling
• Parenting Classes
• Substance Abuse Disorder 

(SUD)
• DUI/DWAI Classes
• 4+ All Points (Habitual 

SUDs)
• In-Person and/or Tele-

Health (phone or video)

options (depending on 
service)

• Cognitive-Behavorial 
Therapy (CBT)

• Trauma Therapy
• Crisis Care
• Palliative Support
• Grief & Loss Counseling
• Anger Management
• Veterans Services

Ascension Counseling & Transformation is licensed by the State of Colorado — License #1653-00 

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 3/31/2022.

Alberto and Rosa Vialpando.  At his 
new home environment, Rubén nat-
urally engaged himself in the musi-
cal pursuits of Los Cancioneros del 
Valle, who had just premiered their 
two CD set recording “Dos Voces, 
Dos Guitarras – Tradicional.” Los 
Cancioneros del Valle, a duo com-
posed by his tía Rosa and her uncle 
(Rubén’s great uncle), Salomón 
López of San Antonio.

Rubén transitioned into the fam-
ily’s ensemble, converting into 
Trío Los Cancioneros del Valle, 
while attending Centauri High 
School. Rubén received Recogni-
tion Music Awards performing at 
the New Mexico Hispano Music 
Association Youth Talent Compe-
tition in Española and Pan Ameri-
can Day at Adams State Univer-
sity. Upon high school graduation 

he enrolled at ASU in Alamosa 
and continued his musical pursuits 
and enrolled in the university’s 
Jazz Band and Corazón del Valle 
Mariachi ensemble programs; in 
addition to forming his variety 
band, the Sol Boyz.

Rubén announced at this past 
Friday’s, Feb. 25, evening musi-
cal presentation at Society Hall 
that Trío Cancioneros del Valle is 
anxiously awaiting the debut of 
their recently recorded CD titled 
“Serenata” that will be released 
early this Spring 2022.

El Premio Hilos Culturales 
award presentation completes 
a cycle of three honors for Trío 
Los Cancioneros del Valle; 2009 
recipient – Salomón López, 2017 – 
Rosa Vialpando, and 2021 – Rubén 
R. Domínguez.

DOMÍNGUEZ
Continued from Page 1

Location of work will 
be north of Creede and 

north of Lake City

staff rePort

The Colorado Department of 
Transportation is scheduled to 
begin a major road improvement 
project later this month north of 
Creede and north of Lake City 
on Colorado Highway 149. Work 
is expected to begin on March 
28 and continue through late 
October.

The locations of the surface 
treatment and safety improvement 
project will be on the west side 
of Creede and continue north for 
19 miles to the Mineral-Hinsdale 
County line, between Mile Posts 
23 and 42; and from the south side 
of Lake City, continuing through 
town, north for 22 miles, including 
Hinsdale and Gunnison counties, 
between MP 70 and 92.

CDOT will be resurfacing and 
restriping the roadway. Deep patch 
repair of the existing asphalt will 
be done if needed.

Two new Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) wheelchair-
accessible ramps will be installed 
in Creede on the northeast and 
northwest corners of 7th and South 
Main streets.

Work will also include installa-

CDOT to begin CO 149 improvements later this month
tion of new bridge rail at MP 86.7 
— 13 miles north of Lake City — 
and removal and replacement of 
existing guardrail. 

Tentative work plan
• Late March through early May 

— guardrail replacement.
• Early May — pavement recy-

cling and resurfacing will begin 
at the north end of the project, 
MP 92, and progress south toward 
Lake City. 

• When asphalt recycling is 
completed in the northern segment, 
crews will move the recycling op-
erations south to Creede (MP 23) 
and progress north.

Travel Impacts
• Daytime work hours will ini-

tially be from approximately 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, and will likely change with 
available sunlight. Saturday work 
may be possible. 

• Motorists will encounter sin-
gle-lane, alternating traffic guided 
by flagging personnel.

• It is possible that up to four 
separate work zones will be active. 
Two within each 20-mile stretch, 
north of Lake City and north of 
Creede.

• Up to a 15-minute delay at 
each site.

• Speed limit will be reduced to 
40 mph through the work zones. 

• Travelers are urged to be aware 

of the nearby US 50 Little Blue 
Creek Canyon. For information 
on this project, visit online www.
us50info.com; email us50Little-

Blue@gmail.com; and or call 
970-340-4333. 

For more information about 
this project, visit online www.

codot.gov/projects/co-149-creede-
lakecity-resurface, call 719-588-
2724, or email co149resurfacing@
gmail.com.
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Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES
ANIMALS

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Did you know that you have 
the power to stop an overdose death 
with a simple and easy to use nasal 

spray called Naloxone? This lifesaving 
medication can reverse an opioid 

overdose and has 
saved countless 

lives. You can pick 
up your FREE 

dose of portable 
Naloxone at La Jara 
Health Mart Pharmacy 

located at 412 E Main St., La Jara. 
If you have any questions, please 

call (719) 274-5109, and for further 
information about Naloxone and how it 

works, please visit Narcan.com

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S
05 Notices

If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and religion; 
contact BahaiFaithFriends@gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual  conver-
sation, every Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m.(2/23)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
The San Luis Valley Irrigation 
District is accepting applications 
for a temporary ditch rider for 
the 2022 water season.  Must have 
a Colorado driver’s license. For 
more information or to submit an 
application please call: 719-754-

2254 or email:  robert@slvid.org.  
Applications will be accepted until 
the position is filled. (4/6)

Driveline is Hiring in our area. 
For more Information visit www. 
drivelineretail/careers.com (3/30)        

Head Football Coach needed at 
Del Norte Jr/Sr High School.  The 
coach’s responsibilities include: 
leading training sessions, provid-
ing motivation and advice dur-
ing gameplay, developing game 
plans, and attending tryouts, as 
well as scheduling team meet-
ings.  The coach should be able to 
identify the individual abilities of 
each player and provide one-to-one 
coaching wherever required. The 
coach should demonstrate great 
love for the game of football, and 
be able to foster good sportsman-
ship in your players. Outstanding 
candidates are highly motivated, 

committed, disciplined, and patient.  
We are looking for the following 
abilities in our Coach:  Experience 
as a football coach or assistant 
coach at the high school or college 
level is preferred.  Must possess: 
effective coaching techniques and 
skills; a thorough knowledge of the 
rules, regulations, strategies, and 
techniques of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish and maintain 

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.
Found on 3/10/22 in Center at 

Community Park

Xena is an absolute 
sweetheart looking 

for her forever home! 
Good with other dogs, 

loves meeting new 
people and playtime. 
She’s about 2.5 years 
old, and we believe 
she is a Chow mix. 

Very smart young lady 
who’s eager to learn. 

Stop by the shelter and 
meet her today!

Sulley is one of our big 
babies here, who’s just 
looking for a couch to 

hang out on, and a yard 
to play in. He’s a little 

choosy about who his dog 
friends are, but hasn’t 

met a person he doesn’t 
like yet! We believe he’s 
a Belgian Shepherd mix, 

and approximately 3 
years old. Come play with 

Sulley today!

Rex 
is one 
of our 
dogs 

with a 
big per-
sonal-
ity. He 
loves 

to play 
chase, 
but is also a little on the nervous side. 

He’s about 2 years old and is a German 
Shepherd mix. All you have to do to get 
on Rex’s good side is grab a leash and 
he’s ready to go! Rex is stronger than 

he looks, but does great with kids. He’s 
a lovebug who loves his belly rubs! 
Come see if it’s meant to be today!

Regina is a 
lovely young 
lady looking 
for a home 
that gives 
her all the 
attention she 
deserves. 
She loves 
to play with 
her toys as 

well as with you, and be wherever 
you are. She’s about 2.5 years old and 
is a Rhodesian Ridgeback/Lab mix, 
so she’s a very smart girl, and needs 
someone who can keep up with her 
curiosity. Does well with children and 
other animals, so come by today and 
see if she steals your heart away!
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“Delicious wood 

fired pizza! Love the 

Wolf Creek Pass.”
~ Kellee T., Google Reviews

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

TRY Our New 
Detroit  Style Pizza!

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Valley Wide Classifieds
effective working relationships 
with school administrators, parents, 
and students. Please contact Richie 
Madrid, Athletic Director, at: rma-
drid@urtigers.co, 719-657-4020; 
or David Grabowski, Principal, 
at: dgrabowski@urtigers.co, 719-
657-4020. (3/30)

The LOR Foundation, which 
works with people in rural places 
to improve quality of life, is hir-
ing a Monte Vista community 
officer. The community officer 
engages with and listens to locals 
to deliver resources that support 
community projects and priori-
ties. This full-time role requires 
deep community connections, an 
entrepreneurial mindset, strong 
communication skills, a passion 
for problem solving, and a caring 
and curious disposition. Salary 
range: $60K–$75K. Learn more at 
lorfoundation.org/careers. (3/23)

HELP WANTED PART TIME-
VSO Officer -Experienced 
individual needed for part 
time Veterans Service Officer. 
The position will be 3 days per 
week.  You must be a veteran to 

apply for this position.  Please 
contact April Quintana with the 
Saguache County Administra-
tion office for an application 
and complete job description 
or printable at www.saguache-

719-852-3531
Call Today!

You’ll find yourself 
with money in your 
pocket and room in 

your garage when you 
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.
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• We deliver over 30,000 copies 
locally at hotels, RV parks, tourist 
destinations and more and 
throughout the state at Welcome 
Centers and Visitor Centers, as 
well as to our readers through our 
weekly newspapers.

•We deliver your message to a broad 
audience for a small investment.

• We have proven readership of our 
publications based on decades of 
publishing.

•We know and promote the Valley 
on a daily basis and have been for 
over 75 years.

• We won’t charge extra costs for 
graphic design/production! •We’ve 
been printing Summer on the Rio 
Grande for many years.... we’re not 
new to this!

• We work with the advertisers all 
year and know their budgets, 
concerns, and the best way to 
display their message effectively.

Summer
on the

 Rio Grande
2022

Valley Publishing Inc.
P.O. Box 607 • 835 1st Ave. • Monte Vista • 719-852-3531

Why advertise in the
Summer on the Rio Grande

publication?

Give us a call to see how 
Valley Publishing’s

Summer on the Rio Grande
can work for you!

San Luis 
Valley

Official Visitors
Guide

FREE

Alamosa County
Conejos County
Costilla County
Mineral County

Rio Grande County
Saguache County

©2021 Valley Publishing, Inc.

Southern Colorado

Rio 
Grande
on 
the

2021

Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

Valley Wide Classifieds
county.colorado.gov.  Salary is 
part time at a rate of $15,735 
per year. Call 719-655-2231 for 
more information and job de-
scription.Applications close on 
Friday, March 25, 2022 at 3:00 
P.M.Saguache County is an EEO 
employer.  Drug testing which 
includes marijuana and a back-
ground check will be required 
for final applicants. 3/23)

Executive Director – Headwa-
ters Alliance, Creede, CO. We 
are hiring an Executive Director 
to provide vision and organiza-
tional leadership to implement 
a full portfolio of water related 
projects enabled by proven fun-
draising and grant writing skills. 
Ideal candidate will have man-
agement and development expe-
rience, preferably in non-profit 
sector and the ability to work col-
laboratively with local, regional 
and state partners to complete 
tangible projects. This position 
offers autonomy augmented by 
an effectively functioning Board. 
FT, exempt position, $56-64K 
plus other benefits.  See complete 
description at headwatersalliance.
org. (3/16)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
pump technician! This includes, 
but is not limited to, pulling & 
resetting water well pumps, shop 
time, cleaning & maintenance. 
Valid driver license and drug free 
are non-negotiable requirements. 
Call 719/852-2662 for more info, 
prefer drop off of resumes in per-
son at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, east 
of Monte Vista.(3/30)

28 Household Goods
Full-Size Captain’s Bed with 
mattress $300.00,  Oak coffee 
table with glass top $100.00 Great 
condition.  719-588-5679 (3/16)

32 Fuel & Heating
Firewood for sale $180.00 per 
cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call 
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. (3/22)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Truck Parts-75-gallon gas tank 
includes hookups and hose, for 
pickup or truck. Tailgate for a 
Chevy pickup, Silver Diamond 
Plate. 5th Wheel hookup. Wind 
Guard for Pickup or Truck. Please 
call 719-937-3850 for more infor-
mation. (3/30)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar 
Powered Refrigerators and 
Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, 
Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(3/30)

S T E E L S TO R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 
8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Stor-
age Solution! 719-850-0346 
(03/23TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls,  and 
More. Custom Cables and PV 
Wire. Bontrager’s Variety Store. 
9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-
852-0500. (3/30)

42 Feed & Seed
Premium alfalfa and alfalfa/
grass, small bales, barn stored, 
$9.00 per bale. Call  719-580-
2509 (3/30)

50 Livestock
Attention Farmers and Ranch-
ers: Seal your leaking livestock 
tanks, ponds and reservoirs with 
bentonite. Call 719-580-6652. 
(5/17)

56 Business Opportunity
Land in Zapata for Sale near the 
Great Sand Dunes call 719-937-
3850. 3/30)

59 Vehicles Wanted
CASH ON THE SPOT FOR 
J U N K  A N D  U N WA N T E D 
VEHICLES We pickup,  no 
title ok. 719-937-7935. 719-849-
8491(TFN 3/1)

65 Professional Services
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reason-
able rates. Quick service. Call 
anytime, available weekends and 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (03/01)TFN) 

THE BLIND GUY  window 
coverings. Free measuring, free 
estimates. Professional instal-
lation. Guaranteed lowest pric-
es. Call Tony, 970-903-1403. 
(05/31/2022)TFN
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-Oil Changes, Brakes, Tune-Ups and More! 
-Computer Diagnostics 

-Free Pickup and Delivery in Alamosa 
-Classic and Custom Rebuilds

Repair & Maintenance  for all makes & models 

Clark Auto

589-4485 • 1817 Tremont Ave. • Alamosa

Car
Care

700 high school 
students attend SLV 
BOCES career and 

academic fair

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — Close to 700 
students from 12 high schools 
across the San Luis Valley at-
tended the San Luis Valley Board 
of Cooperative Educational Ser-

vices (BOCES) spring career and 
academic fair.

With information booths ranging 
from welding to wildlife manage-
ment and nursing to the Colorado 
National Guard, more than 50 dif-
ferent agencies, organizations and 
businesses had booths staffed with 
people working in their respective 
fields, providing students with an 

idea of the various options waiting 
for them in the future. 

“The event was created to help 
schools in getting ICAPs (Indi-
vidual Career and Academic Plan) 
in place for students. Each student 
is expected to have an ICAP be-
fore they graduate,” says Olivia 
Arreguin, BOCES counselor and 
organizer of the event. 

Describing the event as “an ex-
ploration piece of that process,” 
Arreguin said it was a partner-
ship between BOCES, Workforce 
Development and the Colorado 
National Guard. 

This is the 10th event that has 
been held since the first in 2012, 
and the second such event held 
this year.

A student 
practices 
taking a 
pulse from 
the Trini-
dad State 
Univer-
sity Nursing 
Program.

Photos by Pris-
cilla Waggoner

A glimpse of what’s possible in their future

Virtual welding gives students a sense of the skill involved from the Trini-
dad State University Welding Program.

Students learn about the possibilities in mechanical engineering from the 
Adams State University Mechanical Engineering Program.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — Sargent El-
ementary is having a Kindergarten 
Round-up on March 15 and 16 at 
the school. The event is for kinder-
garten enrollment for the 2022-23 
school year.

To schedule an appointment or 
for more information, call Michelle 
at 719-852-4024.

Parents or guardians can register 

their child at this time for kinder-
garten and meet the teacher and 
principal. Children will also be 
prescreened.

To be eligible for kindergarten 
in the 22-23 school year, children 
must be 5 years old on or before 
June 1, 2022. Parents or guardians 
will need to bring their child’s 
birth certificate and immunization 
records.

CONEJOS COUNTY — Mark 
your calendars for March activities 
at the Conejos Library District. 
The first is a gardening workshop 
presented by guest gardener-
educator Antonette Trujillo. She 
will share her expertise in successful 

seed germination, and how to plant 
and harvest microgreens. It will be 
on Saturday, March 19 from 10 to 
11 a.m. 

The Tiny Tour presented by the 
Creede Repertory Theatre is an 
engaging interactive performance 

designed for our youngest learners, 
ages 5 and under. It will be held 
Thursday, March 31 at 3 p.m.

If you would like additional 
information, call the La Jara Library 
at 719-274-5858. Both events will 
be at the La Jara Library.

Youth Basketball 
Camp registration 

is open
MONTE VISTA — Registration 

for Youth Basketball Camp through 
the City of Monte Vista is open. 
The camp is Aug. 2-4 at Monte 
Vista High School gymnasium and 
is for boys and girls in grades 7-12. 
Register now and save 20 percent 
by calling 719-852-8287.

SF Fire Ladies Auxiliary 
offering  two scholarships

SOUTH FORK — The South 
Fork Fire Rescue Ladies Auxiliary 
is offering two scholarships in 2022. 
The South Fork Fire Rescue Ladies 
Auxiliary Scholarship is awarded 
twice a year to individuals looking 
for a career in EMS, paramedic, fire 
or rescue. 

To apply, you must be a resident 
of Alamosa, Rio Grande, Conejos, 
Costilla, Saguache, Mineral, 
Archuleta, or La Plata counties and 
be a high school graduate or possess 
a G.E.D. For more information 
and application, visit online www.
southforkfirerescue.com/scholarship.

Gardening workshop at La Jara Library on March 19

Last day of  Sargent Kindergarten Round-up

Around the Valley

 Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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staff rePort

ALAMOSA — Twelve San Luis 
Valley registered nurses who were 
honored at the 17th SLV Nightingale 
Dinner on Feb. 25 at Adams State 
University.

Lauriann Blakeman Rio Grande 
Hospital, Krystynn Cano Rio Grande 
Hospital, Tandra Dunn San Luis Valley 
Health, Bryan Garcia SLV Health, 
Shannon Goldsberry Rio Grande 
Hospital, Loretta Lowder Rio Grande 
Hospital, Dana Martin Alamosa 
School District, Nicole Martinez 
Rio Grande Hospital, Brittany Sours 
SLV Health, Beverly Strnad Alamosa 

County Public Health, Joelle Valdez 
SLV Health and Sally Wert Rio Grande 
Hospital were recognized for their 
commitment to their patients and 
providing excellent nursing care.

The dinner was attended by family 
members and co-workers. Cano, 
Garcia, Goldsberry, Martin, Strnad and 
Valdez were selected as luminaries for 
the statewide event in Denver on Aug. 
13 at the Hilton Denver Inverness.  

Organizers thanked SLV Health, Rio 
Grande Hospital, SLV Area Health 
Education Center and SLV Federal 
Bank for their generous donations that 
made the event possible.

Twelve registered 
nurses honored at SLV 

Nightingale Dinner

Courtesy photo

Left to right, SLV Nightingale honorees — Bryan Garcia, SLV Health; Ni-
cole Martinez, Rio Grande Hospital; Brittany Sours, SLV Health; Tandra 
Dunn, SLV Health; Dana Martin, Alamosa School District; Joelle Valdez, 
SLV Health; Lauriann Blakeman, SLV Health and Shannon Goldsberry, 
Rio Grande Hospital. Not pictured — Beverly Strnad, Alamosa County 
Nursing Service; Loretta Lowder, Rio Grande Hospital; Khrystynn Cano, 
Rio Grande Hospital and Sally Wert, Rio Grande Hospital.
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staff rePort

ALAMOSA — Valley-Wide 
Health Systems recently announced 
that CEO Jania Arnoldi was 1 of 25 
people selected to serve on the Health 
Center Workforce Diversity Data and 
Metrics National Advisory group.

“Representing Valley-Wide and 
Southern Colorado in a nationwide 
advisory committee is an honor that 
I am excited to be a part of. It is so 
important for rural communities to 
be represented at the national level, 
and I am humbled by the opportunity 
and will work to represent us well,” 
said Arnoldi.

This group will be working 
with The National Association 
of Community Health Centers 
(NACHC) in collaboration with 
The George Washington University 
(GWU) Fitzhaugh Mullan Institue 
for Health Workforce Equity.

This advisory group aims to build 
a data collection tool to objectively 
measure the workforce diversity 
in Community Health Centers 
across the country. The committee 
hopes Community Health Centers 
will be able to use this tool to 
measure the diversity of their 
workforce on many levels, including 
socioeconomic, ethnicity, gender, 
race, sexual orientation, languages, 
and more. This tool will also support 
the creation of best practices to 
recruit, hire and retain people who 
bring diversity of thought and 
experiences to the work Community 
Health Centers do. After this data 
has been collected and analyzed, 

VWHS CEO Arnoldi 
selected to Health Center 

Workforce Diversity group

health centers that did well will be 
identified, and their best practices 
will be shared at state and national 
conferences.

“Diversity in the Community 
Health Center workforce is important 
in order to better serve the community 
members who receive our care,” said 
Arnoldi. “I believe participating 
on this advisory committee will 
allow our organization, from rural 
Colorado, to be on the cutting edge 
of diversity, equity and inclusion 
efforts as well as ensure we have 
the correct hiring, recruiting and 
retention practices in place.”

The National Advisory Group 
will be meeting periodically starting 
in February through the end of the 
calendar year.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall
3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”
7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract
LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE
SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Perfect level build-
ing spot in desir-
able location. Just 
minutes from world 
class skiing, cham-
pionship golf and 
gold medal fishing 
on the Rio Grande 
River. Time to build 
your dream home in 
Colorado’s best kept 
secret!. $49,000 
MLS#775795

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of 
room to add on if you wanted. 
Has good space, and some 
updates. Has been a rental, so 
great for the investor looking 
for a rental investment. Some 
outbuildings, and established 
yard. Call today for more de-
tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great access with 101 feet 
of exposure just off of US 
Highway 160! This proper-
ty offers multiple options! 
It would work great for mo-
bile homes, developments, 
or a commercial building. 
All utilities are available, 
but would need to be tapped 
into. This is the perfect 
property for your next proj-
ect! Call to view! $175,500 
MLS#789021

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great possibil-
ities to build! 

This 4 lot parcel is 
located inside city 
limits. It has some 

trees, and a nice 
view! Not many 

lots of this size are 
available in town. 

Inquire for more 
details! $38,500 

MLS#789152

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

FRESHLY UPDATED HOME 
ON OVER 1 ACRE WITH NEW 
PAINT (INSIDE AND OUTSIDE), 
NEW VINYL FLOORING, STAIN-
LESS STEEL APPLIANCES, MET-
AL ROOF, 1 CAR ATTACHED 
GARAGE AND MOVE IN READY. 
COUNTRY LIVING WITH EASY 
ACCESS TO ALAMOSA, WHICH IS 10 MILES. ENJOY BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN 
VIEWS FROM BOTH THE FRONT AND BACK OF THE HOUSE. JUST A SHORT 
DISTANCE TO THE GREAT SAND DUNES AND HOOPER HOT SPRINGS POOL. 
CREATE YOUR OWN LANDSCAPING IDEAS OR JUST SIT BACK AND TAKE IN 
THE MAGNIFICENT COLORADO MOUNTAIN SCENERY! $240,000 MLS#790664

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming country home and ranch! 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is locat-
ed on about 26 acres between Alamosa, 
and La Jara. The home offers baseboard 
heating, a fireplace, beautiful stain-
less steel appliances, and many built 
in additions. Attached to the garage is 
a 1 bedroom apartment with a newer 
refrigerator. There are additional out 
buildings and fencing on the property. 
Come and see this home if you are ready 
for some great country living! $435,000 
MLS#790848

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great piece of agricultural proper-
ty with opportunity to build your 
dream home! With about 39 acres of 
land, this property offers many opportu-
nities. With 2 wells and 1 share of the 
Scandinavian Ditch water, it also has 
an old septic tank installed, electricity 
with a 220 volt camper hook up, and is 
completely fenced off. This nice piece 
of land also has an insulated train car, a 
steel train car, and an old house that one 
could either completely remodel or tear 
down and rebuild. Call today to view 
this property! $139,000 MLS#790941

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
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San Luis Valley 
Trout Unlimited

•	 Trout Unlimited (TU) is America’s 
Leading Coldwater Fisheries 
Conservation Organization
	San Luis Valley Chapter of TU is an entirely 

volunteer organization with members from 
across the country

	Often mistaken for a fishing club, TU 
is composed of dedicated anglers and 
conservationists

	We work closely with many local, state and 
national organizations, government agencies 
and businesses

•	 Recent SLV Trout Unlimited Projects
	Jim Creek - An on-going project to protect 

habitat of this Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout 
stream. Home to a core conservation 
population of Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout, 
this project has protected and restored over 
two miles of riparian habitat and enhanced 
stream habitat. In 2021, two bottomless 
culverts were installed to improve aquatic 
organism passage and reduce water quality 
impacts. Work will continue in 2022 with a 
workday scheduled for Saturday, May 28th    

	Conejos Meadows Resilient Habitat 
Project – Completed in the fall of 2021 a few 
miles downstream from Platoro this project 
will enhance wintertime/refuge habitat, and 
connectivity during low flow conditions on a 

2-mile section of the Conejos. 
4 A model for projects that benefit fish 

habitat and wild self-maintaining trout 
populations all while providing benefits 
to irrigation water users below a working 
reservoir

4 A Project is possible thanks to Conejos 
River Anglers and donations through their 
annual Superfly contest

4 A Over $31,000 raised and donated to SLV 
TU since the Superfly began in 2008.

4 A This project recently received two grants 
leveraged with Superfly donations, one 
from the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board and a second grant from the Fishing 
is Fun program, for a total of $219,000

	Sand Creek Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout 
Reclamation Project – Located in Great 
Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve. 
4 Will be the most extensive Rio Grande 

Cutthroat reintroduction project ever com-
pleted in Colorado

4 SLV Trout Unlimited provides support 
for all partners in this project including 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, the US Forest 
Service, and the National Park Service.

4 Phase 1 was completed in the fall of 2020. 
Included removal of all non-native species. 
Reintroduction of cutthroat began in 2021

4 Phase 2 is scheduled to begin in the sum-
mer of 2022

	Other recently completed projects: Habitat 
improvement on the Hidden Mile of the 
Conejos/two new boat ramps on the Rio 
Grande/ Rio Grande access fishing map/
provide awards for the SLV Regional Science 
Fair

•	 Conejos River Anglers – Partners on all 
of our Conejos River projects.
	The San Luis Valley Chapter of TU is 

incredibly grateful to the folks at Conejos 
River Anglers for their generous support over 
the years

	The fly shop located in Mogote, Colorado 
- owned and operated by the Blankenship 
family and features a full-service fly shop, 
guide operations and comfortable lodging on 
site

	The shop does 100% of the work to organize 
and host the Superfly event, to give back to 
the resource and enjoy it at the same time

	The Conejos Superfly event for 2022 is 
scheduled for April 1-3. For more information 
on Conejos River Anglers visit www.
conejosriveranglers.com or call 719-376-5660

	Annual Fundraiser Auction – Scheduled 
for May 21st. Features live online and on-site 
auctions. Held outdoors and will provide an 

opportunity for socializing while supporting 
cold water conservation. More information 
will be available soon

	Membership – We are trying to grow our 
membership and encourage any community 
member interested to become involved. If you 
are considering joining us please contact us 
at  slvtroutunlimited@gmail.com or visit our 
Facebook page or our website at www.https://
troutunlimitedslv.org/ . We would love to talk 
to you about TU and welcome your interest!

“Our mission is to bring 
together diverse interests to 

care for and recover rivers and 
streams so our children can 

experience the joy of wild and 
native trout and salmon.”
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Center for Restorative Programs has continued to offer services amidst the ever-changing circumstances 
of the past two years. We are excited to have our office once again staffed regularly–we can be reached 

at our office, 716 Main Street or (719)589-5255, Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm.
Here’s a bit about each of our programs:

Diversion Team: We work with youth and adults referred from the justice system and other referring agencies. Our 
programs focus on taking responsibility, understanding the impact of one’s actions, and working to repair harm that 
was caused.

School Team: We collaborate with SLV schools and after-school sites to help build cultures focused on Restorative 
Principles. During the pandemic, we’ve worked to help schools stay connected, maintain relationships, and bridge 
conflict.

Wraparound Team: We work with families to create individualized plans that meet their unique and complex needs, 
based on the strengths and culture of each child and family.

Intensive Case Management Team: Our programs include Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion (LEAD) and other 
community programs designed to support individuals who are struggling with substance use. We utilize harm reduction, 
wraparound, and restorative justice principles.

To learn more about our work in the community, please visit our website at www.restorativeprograms.org

Mission
Strengthen community in the San Luis Valley by building connection, transforming conflict, and healing relationships

Vision
Restorative Practices are the foundation of a healthy and just community throughout the San Luis Valley.

Values
Relationship: We all have a need for healthy connection and relationship with others. All people deserve the opportunity  to build healthy 

relationships rooted in deep understanding.
Community: Community is built on complex and interdependent relationships, including interpersonal, organizational, and systemic. A 

healthy community requires mutual understanding and respect rooted in deep listening and authentic communication.
Meaningful Accountability: Our words and actions have ripples of impact. True accountability is possible when we own the impact of our 
words and actions; when we take responsibility for our own behaviors and allow others to take responsibility for theirs; and when we strive 

to repair harms as meaningfully as possible.
Equity and Justness: We currently live in a society where systemic obstacles in the justice system, education, and access to resources often 

negatively impact marginalized groups. Preventing and repairing harm in individual relationships and within systems helps interrupt 
racism, misogyny, homophobia, and other forms of oppression, allowing everyone to have greater access to achieving their full potential.

Empowerment: We all have the right to transform our lives and heal from the impact of harm we have caused or experienced. When we 
have agency to act and speak on our own behalf we grow stronger and more resilient.

Dignity: Every person has dignity and value. Our community is stronger when each person has an opportunity to be heard and respected, 
particularly those that have been historically marginalized.
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Why Ag Education is Important
We hope that all students, parents, and 

community members find this  useful in 
understanding what the Ag Department 
and FFA Chapter are doing 
here in Alamosa. By seeing 
what we are doing/offer-
ing students you are better 
able to develop your ideas 
on the importance of these 
classes and programs for 
high school students. How-
ever, just seeing what is of-
fered may not tell the story 
as to why Agriculture Edu-
cation is vitally important 
for high school students. 

Ag Education is made 
up of 3 crucial components: Classroom, 
FFA, and SAE (Supervised Agricultural Ex-
perience). The reason for 3 components 
within Ag Ed is to allow students to take 
what is learned in the classroom and ap-
ply that knowledge and those skills in the 
FFA Chapter and then to actually apply 

them to their own life in a real-world set-
ting through an internship like program 
known as SAE. SAE can be a business 

that student either works 
at by being hired or they 
may choose to become 
entrepreneurs and de-
velop their own business. 
These 3 components be-
gin to mold young people 
into adults that are able to 
function and succeed in to-
day’s society. While many 
students may never have a 
career remotely related to 
agriculture, the skills they 
learn from Ag Education 

are easily applied to any career. Skills in 
job interviewing, public speaking, written 
communication, basic business and eco-
nomic knowledge, handyman skills, and 
the ability to think for themselves are all 
skills that are learned and enforced in Ag 
Education but can be used in any setting 

of their life, 
agriculture 
or not.

Whether 
you come 
from a 
farm, live in 
the country 
but not on 
a farm, or 
have spent 
your entire 
life in a town/city, all are welcome and 
fit right into the curriculum and purpose 
of Ag Education and is to encourage stu-
dents to take a class or two. If anything 
else, students are able to better respect 
and understand the industry that feeds 
and clothes them (and also dictates the 
economies in our local communities and 
the state of Colorado).  Please feel free to 
contact the Agriculture Education Depart-
ment at your high school with any ques-
tions.

Alamosa FFA Bedding Plant Sale
May 7th-21st • Flowers & Vegetables

Ag Ed Greenhouse South of High School • 2950 Carroll
Many varieties to choose from - Supplies are limited

Weekdays- 8:00a.m-5:30p.m Saturday 9:00a.m-2:00p.m call 587-6061
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