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City having logo 
design contest for 
new event center
MONTE VISTA — The City 

of Monte Vista is holding a 
competition for a business logo 
for the new Outcalt Event and 
Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex.

Submissions are due by 5 p.m. on 
Monday, April 4. Email to skihi@
ci.monte-vista.co.us

The winner will be announced 
on Friday, April 8, and the winner 
will receive a $100 prize.

For more information, contact 
City Events Manager Stephanie 
Ruybal at 719-490-9670.

Movie night food 
drive is March 11 

in Center
CENTER — Center High 

School junior Samantha Arellano 
has organized a family movie night 
food drive at 5:30 p.m. on March 
11 at the school’s auditorium. The 
movie is “Luca.” 

The cost to watch the movie is one 
can of food per person. Snacks will 
be available and cost a can of food.

The event is part of Arellano’s 
capstone project. The canned food 
will be donated to the Monte Vista 
Food Bank.

Youth Basketball 
Camp registration 

is open
MONTE VISTA — Registration 

for Youth Basketball Camp through 
the City of Monte Vista is open. The 
camp is Aug. 2-4 at Monte Vista 
High School gymnasium and is 
for boys and girls in grades 7-12. 
Register now and save 20 percent 
by calling 719-852-8287.

Gardening 
workshop at La 
Jara Library on 

March 19
CONEJOS COUNTY — Mark 

your calendars for March activities 
at the Conejos Library District. 
The first is a gardening workshop 
presented by guest gardener-
educator Antonette Trujillo. She 
will share her expertise in successful 
seed germination, and how to plant 
and harvest microgreens. It will be 
on Saturday, March 19 from 10 to 
11 a.m. 

The Tiny Tour presented by the 
Creede Repertory Theatre is an 
engaging interactive performance 
designed for our youngest learners, 
ages 5 and under. It will be held 
Thursday, March 31 at 3 p.m.

If you would like additional 
information, call the La Jara 
Library at 719-274-5858. Both 
events will be at the La Jara Library.

Please see CRANES on Page 4A

Photo by Mechel Meek

Sandhill cranes are seen in a barley field in the San Luis Valley. The birds are making their annual Spring migration. 
The Monte Vista Crane Festival is set for March 11-13.

Crane Festival has new format for viewing
Staff RepoRt

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 
cries of hundreds of sandhill cranes 
have returned to the San Luis Valley. 
Every year, the large birds can be seen 
returning from their winter grounds 
in the south to the assorted wetlands 
of the Valley.

The sandhill cranes are a draw 
for visitors, researchers, and bird 
enthusiasts from around the world. 
Many people come every year 
to Monte Vista during the Crane 
Festival to view these birds, listen 
to experts speak, and enjoy the craft 
show. The Crane Fest is March 11-13.

The Monte Vista National Wildlife 
Refuge will be open one hour before 
sunrise and one hour after sunset for 
viewing.

DA Payne charges former DA Willett with embezzlement

Photo by Keith R. Cerny

Former District Attorney Robert 
Willett

Charge filed the day 
after city council 
considers recall 

campaign

By pRiScilla WaggoneR

ALAMOSA — Twelfth Judicial 
District Attorney Alonzo Payne has 
filed a charge of embezzlement 
against former District Attorney 
Robert Willett. 

In a court document obtained 
by the Valley Courier from the 
Alamosa County Clerk, DA Payne 

ties the charge of embezzlement 
to the salary of a district attorney 
in the state of Colorado, citing 
a Colorado Revised Statute that 
“the compensation for his or her 
services [those of the District 
Attorney] will be no less than 
$130,000 per annum,” and “any 
amount in excess of this shall be 
set by the board or boards of the 
county commissioners.”

According to the document, no 
such amount of excess was set by 
the boards of county commissioners 
for the six counties that comprise 
the San Luis Valley.

Payne then alleges that Willett 
“unlawfully, feloniously, and 
knowingly converted, on Dec. 16, 
2020, the public monies or property 
to his own use or to a use other than 
the public use authorized by law.”

The document lists embezzlement 
of public property as a class five 
felony.

No additional information or 
explanation related to the charge 
was included in the charging 
document or, according to the clerk, 
contained in the file available to 
the public such as a description of 

Please see DA on Page 2A

Seven Peaks music festival moves to 
Valley after 2021 COVID cancellation

Photo by John Waters

The small town of Crestone, population of about 90 residents is located in Saguache County, population 
6,600.  The area could experience as many as 20,000 music loving visitors if music promoter Live Nation 
prevails with their plans of bringing the Seven Peaks Music Festival to the county. 

After canceling the 
event in 2021, this year’s 

20,000-person Labor 
Day festival will be the 
largest event in Sagua-

che County history 
By JaSon BlevinS

The Seven Peaks Festival has 
found a new home. 

The world’s top concert promoter, 

Live Nation, last summer canceled 
its 20,000-person Labor Day 
weekend country music concert in 
Buena Vista after Chaffee County 
commissioners refused to raise 
coronavirus-related capacity limits. 
Saguache County commissioners 
last week approved a special use 
permit for Live Nation to host as 
many as 20,000 concert-goers in 
the San Luis Valley, just outside the 
tiny hamlet of Villa Grove. 

 “Villa Grove and the business 
owners here are thrilled,” said Jamie 
Williams, the owner of Villa Grove 
Trade, a restaurant and general store 
that first opened in 1882. “I’ve got 
a few neighbors who are not so 
excited, mostly people who are 
concerned that this might not fit 
with our slow town, but hey, it’s 
only one weekend.”

It will be the largest event in the 

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 6A

CPD arrests 
suspect for 
attempted 
burglary

Patrick Silva Jr.

By Mechel Meek

CENTER — A man was arrest-
e d  o n 
M a r c h 
4 for al-
legedly 
b r e a k -
ing into 
a n  e l -
d e r l y 
w o m -
a n ’ s 
h o m e 
w h i l e 
she was 
i n s i d e , 
the Center Police Department 
reported.

On Friday, March 4, CPD re-
ceived a call from an elderly woman 
who said that someone was trying 
to break into her home through the 
screen door.

Center Police Department of-
ficers and the Saguache County 



Page 2A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, March 10, 2022

139 Adams • Monte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

719-628-2015

PG-13

Kids (6-16)
$4 • Adults $6 • Seniors (65+) 

$5
120 Person Maximum, please 

maintain social distancing

Fri. & Sat. 
7 p.m

Sunday 
5 p.m. 

March  
11-13

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

oBituaRieS

Jonathan Ryan McClure, 48, was 
born in Del Norte, Colo., to John 
Raymond and Suzanne McClure 
on Sept. 15, 1973, and passed away 
unexpectedly on Feb. 26, 2022, near 
Center, Colo.

Ryan was predeceased by his great-
grandparents George and Elizabeth 
Kroenert and grandparents Cynthia 
Kroenert Neely, Albert Amidon, and 
John and Charlotte McClure.

He is survived by his parents John 
Raymond and Suzanne McClure; 
siblings Megan (Joel) Moffitt and 
Kara Hart (Michael Messervy); nieces 
and nephews McKenna Fillmore 
(Austin Steir), Jace Fillmore, Cayden 
and Dylan Hart; and great-nephews 
Hazen and Rhyatt Steir.

Ryan graduated from Central 
High School in Pueblo, Colo., in 
1991 and returned to his beloved 
hometown of Creede, Colo., shortly 
thereafter. Ryan made his living as 
a painter, keeping Creede’s many 
small businesses and log homes in 
pristine condition during the summer 

A man who lived by the motto, “no 
risk, no reward”.

Richard Alan Forrest, 73, lost his life 
on Jan. 11, 2022, at UC Health Memorial 
Central in Colorado Springs, Colo., after 
a brief battle with gallstone pancreatitis.

Rich was born Feb. 9, 1948, in Queens, 
NY to Richard and Anna Forrest. He was 
the youngest of two children. In early 
childhood, Rich and his family relocated 
to Torrance, Calif., where he went on to 
graduate from high school in 1965 (one 
year ahead of schedule). 

Rich went on to Colorado College in 
Colorado Springs and graduated with a 
double major in theology and geology. 
Rich then attended the University of 
Montana, Butte (also known as Montana 
Tech) and obtained his master’s degree 
in Geology.

Rich spent many years as an active 
geologist in Idaho, Montana, Nevada, 
Colorado, Argentina, and Chilè, to name 
a few. He was also a founder of a joint 
venture mining company, Horizon Gold.

In 1990, Rich met his late wife 
Jan after placing a personal ad in the 
Evergreen newspaper. Rich and Jan 
purchased their first elk in the early 90’s. 
Eventually the couple procured a ranch 
in 1997 in Del Norte, Colo. By 2001, the 
ranch housed over 450 elk and a small 
elk meat store.

In 2001, the ranch experienced a 
positive chronic wasting disease (CWD) 
case from an animal that had been 
purchased from northern Colorado. 
Many people would fail at this point, 
but it lit a new fire in Rich. He went on 
to be a strong and influential advocate in 
the elk industry regarding government 
regulations and CWD testing.

Rich also served on various boards 
for the North American Elk Breeders 
Association and the Colorado Elk and 
Game Breeders Association.

With the couple’s entrepreneurial 
drive undiminished, Jan and Rich grew 
their meat production. At one point they 
had the largest elk meat distribution 
business in the United States. Always 
looking for new opportunities, they 

were among the pioneers in the antler 
chew business.

In 2013, Jan passed away from cancer.
Rich was alone for a time but met 

his new wife Sandy in 2018. Their time 
together was precious but cut short. With 
her, Rich was happy.

Rich is survived by his wife Sandy; 
daughters Elaina Forrest of South Fork, 
Colo., and Christina (Shawn) Beach of 
Seattle, Wash.; stepdaughters, Morgan 
(Jeremiah) Cummons of the home/ranch, 
Jessica (Kelly) Knowles of Genesee, 
Colo., and Sandy’s children. He is also 
survived by his sister Carol Baum and her 
daughter Jennifer of Torrance, Calif., as 
well as his grandchildren: Alyssa, Alex, 
Ethan, and Natalie.

Rich was preceded in death by his late 
wife, Jan and his parents, Richard and 
Anna Forrest.

A celebration of life will be held at 
the family elk ranch on March 19 at 2 
p.m. The ranch is located at 19612 US 
Hwy 160, Del Norte, Colo. Food will 
be served following the service. Please 
come and share memories of Rich.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be sent to the “Fund for 
CJD Research”.  Rich and its founder, 
Dr. Bastian, were working together to 
raise funds for a live-animal CWD test 
that is being developed. Donations can 
be sent in honor of Rich to: 1132 Periston 
St., New Orleans, LA 70115.

Richard ‘Rich’ Alan ForrestJ. Ryan McClure
months and sweeping chimneys in 
preparation for winter.

He was a master at small engine repair 
as proven by his vast collection of dirt 
bikes. He was an avid outdoorsman 
and marksman, mastering the art 
of hunting, antler shed gathering, 
searching for arrowheads, and 
traversing the beautiful mountains 
surrounding Creede.

He loved music and played in 
various bands over the years — The 
Beatless, BLAD, and most recently 
The Boothill Scoundrel. He even 
had a short stint as a professional 
snowboarder in his younger years.

One of his favorite memories was 
when he was ice fishing at Road 
Canyon Reservoir and a bald eagle 
swooped down to take his largest 
fish. He lived life on his terms and 
lived it to the fullest.

He always stopped to help a 
friend or neighbor in need whether 
it was gathering wood for the winter, 
chopping firewood, or lending an ear.

His talents were endless as he 

could even cook a gourmet meal 
on a woodburning stove, including 
dessert. When he wasn’t busy 
painting, riding dirt bikes, or playing 
in his band, you could find him under 
his Aunt Cindy’s spruce tree enjoying 
the finer things in life.

A Celebration of Life will be held 
on June 11, 2022, at the Creede 
Community Center from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

an investigation or statement of 
probable cause. 

The date stamped on the charging 
document was March 3. 

On March 2, the City Council of 
Alamosa unanimously approved on 
first reading an ordinance allowing 
the city to participate in a recall 
campaign of DA Payne, following 
an extensive list of concerns 
presented to the Council by the 
Chief of Police for the Alamosa 
Police Department and the Alamosa 
City Manager. 

Should a recall campaign be 
successful, voters would have the 
opportunity to recall Payne and 
vote in a new district attorney.

Willett has been rumored to 
be interested in running for 
his previous office, something 
he confirmed with the Valley 
Courier on Tuesday, stating, “You 
may indeed say that I would be 
interested in running if a recall 

came about.”   
When asked for a response to the 

charges, Joe Maher, counsel for 
Willett, stated, “The decisions and 
actions of DA Payne are stunning. 
This is a political prosecution, and 
my client is looking forward to the 
full set of facts coming out.”

Maher is a law partner with 
the law firm Maher and Maher, 
a practice comprised of former 
prosecutors.  

Payne challenged the incumbent 
Willett in the Democratic primary 
held in June of 2020 and, in 
an upset, won the Democratic 
nomination. Since there was no 
Republican opponent listed on 
the ballot in the general election, 
Payne was announced the winner 
of the election in November and 
was sworn into office the following 
January.

Willett is currently serving as 
the Deputy District Attorney for 

the Fourth Judicial District in 
Colorado Springs. 

The Valley Courier reached out 
to Payne with questions related to 
the charge but did not receive a 
response prior to going to press.

DA Continued from Page 1A

Deputy Sheriff’s Office responded 
to the call.

According to CPD Chief Dale 
Meek, at 3:11 p.m. Center Police 
Dispatch received an emergency 
call from an elderly lady that a 
subject known to her as Patrick 
Silva Jr. was attempting to break 
into her house.

The woman observed Silva Jr. 
inside her screen door, which had 
been locked, and he was trying to 
open the inner door. 

Meek continued, stating that 

CPD Officer Adam Fresquez lo-
cated the described suspect near 
the victim’s home, where he was 
detained. 

CPD collected evidence at the 
residence that connected the sus-
pect to the crime.

Meek also stated that the suspect 
had been seen on the doorsteps and 
yards of other homes in Center in 
the recent past and had been caught 
on camera.

Silva Jr. who was placed under 
arrest for attempted second-degree 

burglary, criminal mischief, and 
crimes against and at-risk adult 
(victim over 70 years old). The 
suspect was booked into Saguache 
County Jail, with a stated bond of 
$20,000 cash or surety.

After appearing in court, the bond 
was reduced to a $2,500 personal 
recognizance bond. A PR Bond is 
a signature bond that involves no 
money or property if the defendant 
appears at all future court dates. 
The defendant’s signature acts as 
a promise to appear in court.

ARREST Continued from Page 1A
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opinion & editoRial

Dear Douglas County Board of County 
Commissioners,

The Board of Trustees of Adams State 
University respectfully submits this letter for your 
consideration and asks you oppose the Renewable 
Water Resources proposal. We are privileged and 
honored our great University calls the San Luis 
Valley home, and we recognize the conservation, 
protection, and use of water resources of the Rio 
Grande basin are vital to the continued economic 
and cultural prosperity of the San Luis Valley and 
of Adams State University.

The exportation of water resources from our 
community poses a direct existential threat to 

our University and jeopardizes the economic and 
cultural well-being of not only the current, but 
future generations of San Luis Valley residents, 
including our students and employees. The 
exportation of our valley’s water will decimate 
our region’s agricultural industry, which serves 
as a foundation of our rural economy. The 
repercussions of such a short-sighted effort will 
be felt in every other sector of our economy. 
Further, the removal of massive amounts of our 
water resources will harm our local ecosystem, 
causing ripple effects that will be felt throughout 
our region.

As an institution celebrating its 100th Year 

Anniversary, we have spent the past year 
envisioning and planning for the next 100 
years, with hopes for the continued success 
and growth of our University and community. 
However, this can only be achieved if we are 
good stewards of our region’s fragile natural 
resources, which we have diligently strived 
for over our 100-year history. It goes without 
saying, water is essential to our community and 
the preservation of this precious resource is 
held close to heart by many in the community. 
We, as Trustees, are faced with this reality and 
take it into consideration with many of our 
own decisions. As such, we understand and 

empathize with the challenge you face and offer 
our support in finding alternatives. 

We thank you for your time and consideration 
and invite you to reach out if we can be of any help. 

The Adams State University Board of Trustees,
Michele Lueck, Chair 

Pam Bricker, Del Norte 
Amanda DeLaRosa, Denver
Jonathan Marquez, Denver

Mark Martinez, Alamosa
Jennifer Mueller, Alamosa

Arthur Ortegon, Castle Rock
John Singletary, Pueblo

David Tandberg, Ph.D., Vice Chair, Thornton

They say the older you get the faster 
time seems to go and that certainly 
seems to be the case for Ol’ Dutch and 
Miss Trixie. And poor Mr. Cooper, the 
Yorkie, really sees it fly by as one dog 
year is the equivalent to seven human 
ones. 

But regardless of if you are measuring 
yours in human or dog times, this past 
week seemed to fly by. And here we 
are faced with Saint Patrick’s Day and 
Easter staring us down like our Jr. High 
math teacher Mrs. Girdle who earned 
her name for showing just a tad too 
much foundation in the classroom. 

Of course, Mardi Gras came roaring 
by last week, celebrating Fat Tuesday 
when you are supposed to eat up all the 
good stuff in the house in preparation 
for Lent and its fasting time ahead. 

From what I can see, however, most 
people celebrated it by consuming 
large quantities of liquor and losing 
their clothes, which I guess the latter 
does at least show more fat for all the 
world to see. 

Not a winebibber myself, I was told 
that it is to be consumed to cleanse the 
palate between different courses of a 
meal. That way the next bite you take is 
clean and you can thoroughly enjoy it. 
But from what I can see, it may be the 
reason that people invented 12-course 
meals so they can imbibe more of the 
liquid grape. 

The issue seems to be that soon 
people just do away with the eating 
part of the whole process and begin to 
just cleanse their palates liberally. This 
then leads to them shedding clothes 
displaying copious amounts of skin and 
padding and suddenly a new meaning 
is given to Fat Tuesday. 

But if that doesn’t seem to interest you 
there are myriad other important dates 
to be celebrated in March including 
such things as — Asset Management 
Awareness Month, Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month, 
Endometriosis Awareness Month, Irish-
American Heritage Month, Multiple 
Sclerosis Awareness Month, National 
Athletic Training Month, National 
Brain Injury Awareness Month and last 
but certainly not least, National Breast 
Implant Awareness Month. 

I am not sure how people get those 
things on a list to be honored and/or 
celebrated but about every day of the 
year is taken up with some kind of 
cause or awareness date. And after 
reading through the list of those dates 

Editor
It’s been stunning to see the speed 

with which hardballs have been 
thrown at President Biden since 
his 2021 inauguration.

He’s been hit with attacks on the 
legitimacy of his Presidency, an 
insurrection before his inauguration, 
a continuing pandemic, consistent 
misinformation on social media 
platforms, highly negative media 
coverage, a withdrawal from 
Afghanistan that did not go 
smoothly, severe global supply 
chain problems, rising energy 
prices, high inflation, high levels 
of partisanship in Congress that are 
slowing and stopping his goals, and 

uniform Republican opposition to 
just about everything he proposes, 
with help from Senators Manchin 
and Sinema. Add to that now the 
tragedies unfolding in Ukraine.

Throughout the negativity and 
naysaying about President Biden’s 
performance, I continue to see 
primarily positive effects of his 
leadership. COVID vaccines have 
been made widely available, 
though there are still too many 
unvaccinated people. He’s gotten 
an infrastructure bill  passed 
after many years of dithering by 
Congress and the past president. 
Were it not for the blockades put 
up by Manchin and Sinema, it is 

likely he would have gotten major 
social infrastructure and climate 
legislation passed by now. He is 
poised to raise to the Supreme Court 
the first black woman — now, that 
is a big deal. He has brought NATO 
and EU countries together to try 
to slow and stop Russia’s push to 
take over Ukraine, a country with 
a democratically elected President.

Yes, there is still much undone 
— immigration, strong climate 
legislation, and much more. But we 
are still early in his presidency. He 
deserves our support. A small part 
of that will come from me.

Marianna Young
Monte Vista

Editor,
Last fall the San Luis Valley 

chapter  of  Rocky Mountain 
Farmers Union (RMFU) elected 
officers, and they have come out 
of the gate in 2022 excited to 
get back together. Secretary Liza 
Marron, Treasurer Kris Steinberg, 
Vice President Patrick O’Neill, 
and President Kyler Brown are this 
year’s officers. We are proud to have 
Emily Brown continue to represent 
District 5 on RMFU’s Board.  

RMFU appreciated the invitation 
to speak at this year’s Southern 
Rocky Mountain Agriculture 
Conference and Trade Show.

Dan Waldvogle, Director of 
External Affairs for RMFU, spoke 
on SB87, the farmworker bill 
of rights, and how that new law 
would affect farm operations and 
their employees. If you need more 
information on this law and how 
wages, work conditions, ability to 
file grievances and other aspects 
of the regulation please reach 
out to Dan at daniel.waldvogle@
rmfu.org.

Dan also ran the “Firing on 

All Cylinders” workshop at the 
conference letting producers 
know about how to address farm 
stress and mental health. More 
information can be found at 
Agwell.org. RMFU and the SLV 
chapter hosted a booth at the 
conference sharing the benefits 
and init iatives of this great 
agriculture advocacy organization 
serving Colorado, New Mexico 
and Wyoming.

The SLV chapter of RMFU was 
proud to send three delegates this 
year to the National Farmers’ 
Union (NFU) 2022 Convention 
recently in Denver. Two hundred 
delegates from around the country 
descended on the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel for 3 days of policy and 
elections.

The RMFU delegation met 
with Kate Greenberg, Colorado 
Commissioner of Ag, as well as 
Gov. Jared Polis. The body heard 
from notable speakers such as, 
President Joe Biden, Sen. John 
Tester of Montana, Sen. Micheal 
Bennet of Colorado, and the 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom 

Vilsack. The SLV chapter brought 
many policy proposals forward 
and votd them into national policy. 

RMFU wil l  be having i ts 
legislative drive-in up in Denver 
on March 14. This is a great 
opportunity for members and the 
ag community to engage with 
members of both state houses as 
well as the administration to talk 
over issues. Farmers Union is 
always ready to engage politicians 
with the hope of getting them to 
better understand ag issues and 
rural communities.

The three foundational pillars 
that the Farmers Union is built 
on are education, legislation, 
and cooperation. RMFU is a 
great family-centered advocacy 
organization; the SLV Chapter 
welcomes new members and hosts 
barbecues, discussions, and other 
fun and educational events. If you 
have any questions about how you 
can be a part of the excitement 
at RMFU, please contact Kyler 
Brown at kowboykjb@gmail.com.

Kyler Brown
President of RMFU

Let’s all celebrate March

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

there are certainly some of those 
worthy of our attention of the plights 
of others who suffer from disabilities 
or illnesses. 

And as you know, Ol’ Dutch ever 
the caring and concerned person 
that he is, is always willing to lend a 
hand to those in need so this month I 
am volunteering to help out with the 
National Breast Implant Awareness 
celebration. Nothing like lending a 
hand to something so important is what 
I say. And Ol’ Dutch is so concerned 
about this particular cause he may just 
lend two hands to help out the needy. 

I am not sure if it’s a celebration akin 
to Mardi Gras, but I think they have 
maybe joined together to bring attention 
to that frontal feature from the looks of 
things on the TV. 

I don’t know about you but having 
just gotten past National Cheetos Day 
on the 4th, as soon as I can get rid of 
these orange fingers, I am going to 
help out those poor women in need of 
attention to their blossoming plight. 

Miss Trixie has been quick to point 
out that she does not need any help in 
that department to the disappointment 
of Ol’ Dutch but the eye-rolling she is 
afflicted with has started again. 

Maybe she needs a day of her own for 
Eye Rolling Awareness Month. I am sure 
there are millions of suffering women out 
there who are afflicted with this same 
disease. There has to be as there are that 
many married women out there. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com.

ASU asks Douglas County to opposes RWR proposal

SLV Rocky Mountain Farmers 
Union hits the ground running

President Biden deserves our support
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San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2021-2022

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

GIRLS REGIONAL BASKETBALL
CLASS 1A

Sierra Grande  40 .....................Kim/Branson  28
South Baca  64 ................................Centennial  49
Cheyenne Wells  57 ................. Sierra Grande  23
Sangre de Cristo  45 .................... Springfield  33
#4 Fleming vs #5 Sangre de Cristo 
Thursday@4pm
Budweiser Event Center in Loveland

CLASS 2A
Sanford  42 .................................... Burlington  25
Dayspring Christian  38 ...................... Center  31
Sedgwick County  51 ................... Monte Vista  30
Del Norte  39 .........................................Soroco  40
Dayspring Christian  37 ....................Sargent  27
Sanford  50 ............................................Akron  26
#1 Sanford vs #8 Wiggins Thursday 7pm
At UNC-Greeley

BOYS REGIONAL BASKETBALL
CLASS 1A

Kim/Branson  36 ...... Mountain Valley/Moffat  29
Sierra Grande  54 ...................... Kim/Branson  35
#1 Sierra Grande vs #8 Dove Creek Thursday 
5:30pm
At Budweiser Event Center in Loveland

CLASS 2A
Sanford  44 ....................................... Telluride  29
Thomas MacLarin  54 .......................Del Norte  49
Sanford  61 ..........................................Holyoke  39
#3 Sanford vs #6 Peyton Thursday 5:30pm
At UNC-Greeley

CLASS 3A
Centauri  67 ................................ The Pinnacle  29
Salida  66 ............................................ Alamosa  51
Centauri  57 ........................................... Salida  36
#4 Colorado Academy vs #5 Centauri Thursday 
8:30pm
At University of Denver-Hamilton Gym

The Crane Festival Arts and Crafts 
Fair returns to the Ski Hi Complex 
in Monte Vista on March 11 and 
12. This year the annual Home and 
Garden Expo is combining with the 
Crane Festival Arts and Crafts Fair. 

According to the Monte Vista 
Crane Festival website, mvcranefest.
org, “In 2022, we are hosting a 
hybrid festival. We will not be using 
buses or gathering indoors. Instead 
of Crane tours, you will drive 
yourself to meet-up locations on 
the Monte Vista National Wildlife 
Refuge and learn from experts 
interesting facts about sandhill 
cranes from Refuge staff and 
volunteers. Individual tickets are 
purchased by selecting an event on 
the website. Please select one Crane 
Sandhill Crane Orientation Meet-up 
for the entire weekend to attend, we 
have limited availability this year 
because of COVID. If you wish 
to take a second tour to locations 
outside of the Refuge, again please 
select one meetup for the entire 
weekend. For 2022 speaking events, 
we asked our experts to record 
their presentations. You can watch 
the videos on-demand for free 
from March 11 through March 20. 
We hope you enjoy! The videos 
contain interesting information 
about wildlife use of abandoned 
mines along the Sangre de Christo 
Mountains, Flammulated Owls at 

the Hot Creek Research Natural 
Area in the San Luis Valley, raptor 
education by Hawks Aloft and more. 
The Craft Fair will be taking place 
for the entire weekend.”

The ecosystem of the San Luis 
Valley is vital to many birds, not 
just the iconic Sandhill Crane. 
The San Luis Valley is a unique 
microcosm that many different types 
of migrating birds rely upon. The 
multifaceted system is comprised of 
several different types of wetlands, 
agriculture, and the most endangered 
wetland, the riparian wetland.

The strength of the stopover 
habitat is dependent on water, which 
highlights the importance of thoughtful 
management of water resources 
throughout the Valley. These migratory 
birds are a vital part of the local 
ecosystem, as they distribute seeds, 
pollen, and food chain balance which 
helps the overall health of this complex 
and inter-reliant system.

As the migratory birds ingest a 
large amount of energy to migrate, 
the health of the wetland areas is 
vital to their populations. Over 400 
different bird species depend on the 
various Valley wetlands to make their 
semiannual migrations from Canada 
to the Gulf Coast.

The sandhill crane depends heavily 
on the San Luis Valley to support 
its migration north in the Spring 
and south in the Fall. The plentiful 

areas set aside in the various wildlife 
refuges provide needed breeding 
areas and plentiful food for these 
majestic wanderers.

The availability of waste grain 
from farm fields is also a boon to 
these birds, especially during the 
early Spring.

“Upon reaching the SLV, they scatter 
themselves throughout barley fields, 
lakes, wetlands, and the Rio Grande, 
feeding on high-calorie grains and 
nutrient-dense aquatic invertebrates. 
Each Spring and Fall, thousands 
of feathers slice through the brisk 
San Luis Valley (SLV) sky, alerting 
resident wildlife, local farmers, and 
eager birders to the change of season. 
Ranging from shorebirds to songbirds, 
a myriad of avian species visits this 
high-elevation desert as they migrate 
along the Central Flyway to their 
breeding and wintering grounds. 
Nurtured by the Valley’s mosaic of 
wetlands, riparian corridors, and 
agricultural fields, the SLV is a 
critical stopover for these determined 
travelers,” stated the San Luis Valley 
Ecosystem Council in an article titled 
“The San Luis Valley as a Critical 
Stopover During Bird Migration.”

The Monte Vista Crane Festival is 
a collaborative effort by Friends of 
the San Luis Valley National Wildlife 
Refuges, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Monte Vista Chamber of 
Commerce and City of Monte Vista.

Photos by Mechel Meek

CRANES Continued from Page 1A

Police recover over 
$50,000 in stolen 

property

Staff RepoRt

MONTE VISTA — Two men 
were arrested on suspicion of 
burglary Sunday, Feb. 27, after 
being found with over $50,000 in 
stolen property, reported the Monte 
Vista Police Department.

At approximately 6:30 p.m., 
MVPD officers were notified of 
a burglary in progress in the 700 
block of Monroe Street. When 
officers arrived, two men fled into 
a neighboring residence and would 
not come out. Officers attempted 
numerous times to get them to 
come out.     

Officers secured the scene and 

applied for a search warrant for 
the residence. Upon executing the 
search warrant, Raul Martinez, 47, 
and Monic Medina, 41, both of 
Monte Vista were arrested.

Officers recovered over $50,000 
in stolen property from their 
residence. The suspects had broken 
into the victim’s home while the 
owners were at work. 

Martinez and Medina are facing 
charges of suspicion of second-
degree burglary (Felony 3), theft 
(Felony 4), first-degree criminal 
trespassing (Felony 6) and criminal 
mischief (Felony 4).  Both were 
booked into the Rio Grande County 
Jail.

The Monte Vista Police 
Department was assisted by Center 
Police Department and the Rio 
Grande County Sheriff’s Office.  

Two Monte Vista men 
arrested for burglary

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

YOU’LL FIND YOURSELF WITH 

MONEY IN YOUR POCKET AND ROOM 

IN YOUR GARAGE WHEN YOU SELL 

YOUR STUFF IN THE

SLV LIFESTYLES CLASSI-

FIEDS. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)
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If you’ve been alive in this world 
very long, you know there are different 
kinds of stress that can affect our lives. 
There’s nutritional stress, relationship 
stress, financial stress, and the list goes 
on and on. 

We’re all affected by stressful 
situations at times, from minor 
inconveniences like traffic, long lines 
at the grocery store or losing your 
keys to more extreme issues such as 
chronic illness, the death of a loved one 
or divorce. But if you are a believer in 
Jesus Christ, then you are equipped to 
face and defeat stress. 

The Best Stress Buster
On my personal journey to learning 

about stress and how to defeat it, 
I discovered the importance of 
establishing practical boundaries, like 
having healthy eating habits, getting 
good rest and exercising consistently. 
As I applied these changes to my life, I 
started to feel good again.

But Psalm 27:4-6 (NIV) reveals 
something that’s even more important 
to do: “One thing I ask from the Lord, 
this only do I seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life…. For in the day of trouble he will 
keep me safe in his dwelling; he will 
hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent 
and set me high upon a rock. Then my 
head will be exalted above the enemies 
who surround me….”

In these verses, David is saying, 
“Here’s how you can help yourself when 
you’re in trouble: Seek the Lord – it’s 
the one thing that is more important than 
anything else!” 

Notice that verse 6 says “Then my 
head will be exalted above the enemies 
that surround me.” So when do we get 
help? After we’ve spent time with God.

God’s Word contains the practical 
instruction we need to have peace, real 
joy and happiness. So spending time 
with Him in prayer and Bible study is 
the main key to defeating stress in your 
life.

Recognize the True Source of Stress
Proverbs 14:30 gives us an amazing 

promise from God. It says, “A calm and 

peaceful and tranquil heart is life and 
health to the body, but passion and envy 
are like rottenness to the bones” (AMP). 
This scripture shows us that anything 
other than a calm, peaceful mind 
creates stress. And when we worry, 
overthinking our problems, wondering 
what we’re going to do, we’re actually 
causing stress to grow in our soul.

If you’re thinking, “But Joyce, I can’t 
help it! I can’t stop worrying,” then 
I want to tell you that you can help it. 
Anything God tells us in His Word to do, 
He gives us the ability to do it. So we 
can learn how to have a calm, peaceful 
mind – through Christ – if we choose to 
trust Him and ask Him to help us do it.

First Peter 5:7 says to cast “all your 
cares [all your anxieties, all your worries, 
and all your concerns, once and for all] 
on Him, for He cares about you [with 
deepest affection, and watches over you 
very carefully]” (AMP). The best thing 
we can pray when we’re struggling with 
worry is, “God, I’m not smart enough 
to run my life by myself. I need Your 
wisdom, grace and strength to do the 
right thing. Please help me.”

I really want you to get this: Your 
ability to defeat stress is determined by 
what’s going on inside of you, not by 
what’s going on outside of you in your 
circumstances.

Peace That Trumps Stress Every 
Time

In John 14:27, Jesus says, “Peace I 
leave with you; My [own] peace I now 
give...to you. …Do not let your hearts 
be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 
[Stop allowing yourselves to be agitated 
and disturbed; and do not permit 
yourselves to be fearful and intimidated 
and cowardly and unsettled]” (AMPC). 

As a born-again believer in Jesus, you 
already have His peace in your spirit. In 
this verse, He’s saying, “Here’s My part 
and here’s your part: I’m going to leave 
My peace with you, and because you 
have My peace, when stressful things 
happen, you don’t have to get upset on 
the inside.”

I’ve learned that when I feel myself 
starting to get upset, if I remember that 

The One Thing That 
Beats Stress Every Time

John 14:27 tells me to “stop allowing 
yourself to be agitated and disturbed,” 
then I can “talk myself off the ledge.” 
In other words, instead of jumping into 
a problem that is emotionally driven, I 
remind myself, “Calm down. Don’t say 
something you’ll regret or that will make 
things worse. Get God’s perspective of 
this situation and choose to believe the 
best of the people involved.”

Knowing God’s Word and trusting 
Him completely are the keys to living in 
peace. I want to encourage you to study 
scriptures like Matthew 11:28-29, which 
says Jesus will ease, relieve and refresh 
your soul when you come to Him and 
let Him take care of you. And 2 Timothy 
1:7, which says God hasn’t given us a 
spirit of fear but of power, love, a calm 
well-balanced mind and discipline and 
self-control. 

Spend time seeking God above 
all else, and you can learn how to use 
everything He’s given you to defeat the 
stress in your life!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD series Unplug, 
Unwind & De-stress! You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Players named to 
All Conference and 
coach is Coach of 

the Year

By Mechel Meek

CENTER  — Center High 
School senior Omar Hernandez 
was invited to the CHSCA All State 
Games, according to Center High 
School wrestling coach Rodney 
Mondragon.

“Congratulations to Omar 
Hernandez,” Mondragon said. 

“Following his outstanding 
career, we are excited to have 
the opportunity to invite him to 
participate in the 2022 CHSCA 
All State Games for wrestling. 
We look forward to having Omar 
participate in this great event in 
June and represent Center High 
School one last time.”

He continued with the news 
that the Southern Peaks League 
All Conference selected eight 
Center wrestlers, the most of any 
school. Six wrestlers were named 
to the first team, Jordan Duran, 
Aaron Valadez, Lorenzo Trujillo, 

Andree Meraz, Martin Palma, and 
Hernandez.

Francisco Villa and Jesus Valadez 
were honorable mention selections 
and Coach Mondragon was named 
Coach of the Year.

Also of note, at the Freshman and 
Sophomore State Championships, 
Center had three state champs. 
Results were as follows in their 
respective weight classes — Jordan 
Duran, first, Francisco Villa, second, 
Jesus Valadez, first, Martin Palma, 
first, Chayse Bouet, sixth, Lorenzo 
Trujillo, sixth, Aaron Valadez, fifth, 
and Nick Palma, fifth.

Photos courtesy of Center Vikings wrestling

Center High School wrestlers shined at the Freshman and Sophomore State Championships. Three 
Vikings won their weight classes.

Vikings wrestler invited to 
CHSCA All State Games

Staff RepoRt

MONTE VISTA — The Rio Grande 
National Forest (RGNF) announced 
Monday, March 7, the annual spring road 
closures have begun across the Forest.

Each year, as late winter temperatures 
rise and cause snow melting, forest 
roadbeds soften and are at increased risk 
of damage from vehicle traffic. 

Wheels can cause ruts in roads that 
can increase water run-off velocity and 
cause subsequent erosion. Increased 
silting into local water sources can be 
damaging to both the waterway and the 
aquatic life within.

Conversely, vehicles on soft roads can 
also cause large mud holes. To avoid 
these problems, roads are closed for short 
periods of time, to allow for drying and 
hardening of the roadbed.

“We urge the public to respect the 
seasonal road closures,” said Andy 
Kelher, deputy forest supervisor for 
the Rio Grande National Forest. “Road 

closures are necessary to protect the 
resource that we love so much.”

Kelher recognizes that restricted 
access to your favorite locations can be 
frustrating but encourages the public to 
understand that damaged roads cause 
costly maintenance and resource damage 
that can have widespread effects.

Closed roads are opened as soon as 
it is determined that the roadbeds will 
not be damaged by heavy vehicles. 
Often, roads may appear to be dry in 
lower elevations but may remain closed 
until the higher sections of the roads 
are also appropriately dry enough for 
vehicle use.

Current road conditions can be found 
on the RGNF’s home page by navigating 
to the individual ranger district’s “road 
conditions” link on the right side of 
the page.

All travel on the RGNF is regulated 
by the Motor Vehicle Use Maps that can 
be found online.

RGNF announces that spring 
road closures underway

By pRiScilla WaggoneR

ALAMOSA — Close to 700 
students from 12 high schools across 
the valley attended the San Luis Valley 
Board of Cooperative Educational 
Services (BOCES) spring career and 
academic fair on Monday.

With information booths ranging 
from welding to wildlife management 
and nursing to the Colorado National 
Guard, more than 50 different agencies, 
organizations and businesses had 
booths staffed with people working 
in their respective fields, providing 
students with an idea of the various 
options waiting for them in the future. 

“The event was created to help 
schools in getting ICAPs (Individual 
Career and Academic Plan) in place for 
students. Each student is expected to 
have an ICAP before they graduate,” 
says Olivia Arreguin, BOCES 
counselor and organizer of the event. 

Describing the event as “an 
exploration piece of that process,” 
Arreguin said it was a partnership 
between BOCES, Workforce 
Development and the Colorado 
National Guard. 

This is the 10th event that has been 
held since the first in 2012, and the 
second such event held this year.

A glimpse of what’s 
possible in their future
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Public Notice
Rio Grande Water Conservation District Appointment

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners is again accepting letters of interest for 
appointment to the Rio Grande Water Conservation District Board from an individual who 
would like to serve as the Saguache County representative to the Rio Grande Water Con-
servation District Board whom resides SOUTH of Saguache County Road L.  This is a 
three-year term ending in April 2025.

Letters of Interest may be addressed to the Board of County Commissioners and submit-
ted to the Saguache County Administration office – 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO 81149 
or mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache CO 81149, letters may also be emailed to wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.gov.  

The deadline for letters of interest is Friday, March 18, 2022 at 3PM, for an interview with 
the Commissioners on Tuesday, March 29, 2022. The Board of County Commissioners will 
make an appointment to this board during their regular meeting on Tuesday, April 5, 2022.
No. 1622 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 17 and 24 and March 3, 
10 and 17, 2022.

IFB For Phase 1 Enviromental Assessment

The Saguache County Housing Authority is submitting an Invitation to Bid for a Phase 1 
Enviromental Assessment at two locations in Saguache County. 

Scope of Work and questions can be addressed by texting or calling 719 849 0356.

The sealed bid must include the following:

• Your company name and contact information.
• Quote for the services detailed in the Scope of Work.
• Approximate date that the assessment will be completed.

The sealed bids are due by 4:00PM, Friday March 11th, 2022. 

The sealed bid must be addressed and submitted to:
Saguache County Administration
Attn: Wendi Maez - SCHA
P.O. Box 100
Saguache, CO 81149

No. 1625 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, March 3 and 10, 2022.

No. 1626 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, March 3 and 10, 2022.

IFB For Soil Sampling

The Saguache County Housing Authority is submitting an Invitation to Bid for a soil sam-
pling at two locations in Saguache County. 

Scope of Work and questions can be addressed by texting or calling 719 849 0356.

The sealed bid must include the following:

• Your company name and contact information.
• Quote for the services detailed in the Scope of Work.
• Approximate date that the sampling will be completed.

The sealed bids are due by 4:00PM, Friday March 11th, 2022. 

The sealed bid must be addressed and submitted to:
Saguache County Administration
Attn: Wendi Maez - SCHA
P.O. Box 100
Saguache, CO 81149

The Saguache County Planning Commission will hold a Work Session at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge Meeting Room located at 305 – 3rd Street, Saguache, Colorado, 
on the following date: 

THURSDAY, MARCH 31ST, 2022 at 2 PM

to hear anyone/group (please have one spokesperson for each group) to hear their 
presentation regarding the proposed changes to the Saguache County Land Development 
Code. Please call the Saguache County Land Use Office if you would like to be set 
on the Work Session agenda for your presentation, 719-655-2321 or email atorrez@
saguachecounty-co.gov . Depending on the number of presentations, will determine the 
allotted time per presentation. If you do not ask to be put on the work session agenda, you 
will not be able to do a presentation.
To view the current proposed changes, you may contact the Saguache County Land Use 
Department – PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov, 
or by calling 719-655-2321 or you may also view the changes on our website at www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov .

If you would like to comment on the current proposed changes, written comments 
will be accepted until Monday, March 28th, 2022 at 3pm, and may be sent to Saguache 
County Land Use Department at PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or email to atorrez@
saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1627 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31, 2022.

history of Saguache County, a rural 
valley with a population of about 
6,600 people and four municipalities, 
one of which, Bonanza, has three 
residents. 

“This has never happened before,” 
said Amber Wilson, the county’s land 
use administrator. “It is exciting.”

Live Nation, which is working 
with the unnamed owner of about 
1,600 acres between Villa Grove and 
the Sangre de Cristo Range, filed 
a land-use application last month 
and presented its plan to county 
commissioners last week.

“This is all new to us but they 
presented a good case. We didn’t 
really have any issues,” Saguache 
County Commissioner Tim Lovato 
said. “As long as they meet certain 
guidelines, we are fine. They have 
their own concessionaires, their own 
security, their own clean-up crews. 
They crossed all their t’s and dotted all 
their i’s and have everything in order.”

The concert promoter and musician 
Dierks Bentley hosted the inaugural 
Seven Peaks festival in 2018 on a 
private, 277-acre farm just outside 
Buena Vista. The second, running 
over Labor Day weekend in 2019, 
drew more than 10,000 concert-goers. 
The 2020 event was canceled due to 
COVID.

Live Nation began planning the 
third Seven Peaks in late 2020, 
filing applications and meeting with 
Chaffee County commissioners in a 
long approval process for what would 
be its fourth permit for the event. The 
promoter began marketing the festival 
and selling tickets for the Labor Day 
weekend concert in June, before 
county commissioners had granted 
final approval to Live Nation’s permit. 

Neighbors around the Buena 

Vista venue complained about noise 
and traffic during the three-day 
event, and then in July, when the 
commissioners declined to raise a 
5,000-person cap on events, Live 
Nation abruptly announced it was 
canceling Seven Peaks and looking 
for a new home.

A report commissioned by Live 
Nation in November 2019 showed 
the three-day 11,404-person festival 
that year created a $13.6 million 
economic impact and supported 144 
jobs, delivering $1.25 million in state 
and local taxes. 

When Live Nation announced it 
was seeking a new venue for Seven 
Peaks, several communities across 
the state reached out to the concert 
promoter, hoping to lure the three-
day event that delivered millions of 
dollars to local businesses. 

Kyle Grote, the owner of the all-
organic Primo Cannabis shop and 
farm in Villa Grove, is excited. He’s 
hoping the turnout is huge after last 
year’s cancellation. 

“If I could tell everybody who is 
traveling from other places: Leave 
your weed at home and come see us. 
We’ll take care of you,” said Grote, 
who also operates a 2,400-acre yak 
farm in the valley. “We have lots of 
wide open spaces for events like this. 
I’m excited.”

Lovato said attracting as many as 
20,000 visitors to his county “is going 
to fill our coffers for sure.”

“It’s something, you know. How 
many little rural counties get the 
big-name entertainers they are talking 
about?” he said. “Not very many. 
We have more ground to cover, but 
we want this to be a benefit for the 
residents of Saguache County and the 
entire San Luis Valley.”

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1A Montano named 2021 Victim 
Advocate Volunteer of the Year

Courtesy photo 

Left to right, County Commissioner Michael Yohn, San Luis Valley Victim Advocate 
Director Reyna Martinez, Olga Montano, County Commissioner Lori Laske and 
Vern Herrsink and Alamosa County Sheriff Robert Jackson.

Staff RepoRt

ALAMOSA— Olga Montano first 
moved to the San Luis Valley as a college 
student and enrolled at Adams State 
University in the fall of 2000. 

With her goal and vision of becoming 
a teacher she started her career as a 
paraprofessional until she graduated 
from Adams State University in 2006 
and changed her title to an English as a 
Second Language teacher.

Montano helped many students 
struggling academically by giving them 
all the time and support they needed 
during and after school. She even bought 
a van to assist the parents of these kids 
with transportation if they could stay 
after school for tutoring.

Montano’s vision was to be able 
to help these children succeed in the 
academy in order for them to be able to 
reach their goals in life and be able to 
give back to the community.

She continued to serve our community 
for 13 years as a teacher until she 
became a victim herself of harassment 
and bullying from peers and a student. 
Feeling threatened for her life, after 
reporting it to her supervisor and with 
no change or support, she made the hard 
decision to resign, leaving the career she 
worked so hard for behind.

Although Olga’s case did not fall under 
Crime Victim Rights Act, the San Luis 
Valley Victim Response Unit was able to 
support her by giving her all the resources 
and services she was entitled to move 
forward and start a new chapter in her life.

As the response unit strives to assist 
victims in any way possible, it was able 
to assist Olga by finding her a new job 
that she could utilize all her skills, talent 
and passion for serving the community 

once again. 
After working closely with the 

response unit, she decided to join the 
San Luis Valley Victim Response Unit 
team in 2019 as an interpreter-translator, 
assisting the law enforcement agencies, 
District Attorney’s office, and the 
Victim Response Unit program with 
translating forms, victim’s statements 
and interpreting when needed.

In 2020, Olga became a VA volunteer 
responding to calls, assisting in the 
office by following up on victims and 
providing them VRA when we were 
short staff and needed help. Through 
her talents and skills, she has been 

able to assist the response unit with 
creating our Teen VA program, as well 
as assist on any community events 
and donating treats to local offices and 
first responders during the annual First 
Responders Christmas Lunch/Dinner 
and appreciation week. 

This year the response unit staff and 
volunteers nominated her for the 2021 
VA volunteer of the year for not only 
assisting the program as a VA volunteer, 
translator, interpreter, childcare aide, and 
teen supporter but for giving so much to 
all the law enforcement agencies, first 
responders and the community across 
the San Luis Valley.
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Basketball Playoffs 2022

Good Luck 
at State!

852-5700
859 Acequia Dr. • Monte Vista

By ken haMRick

ALAMOSA — Both Sanford 
High School basketball teams have 
advanced to the Class 2A State Tour-
nament while the Sierra Grande boys 
and the Sangre de Cristo girls ad-
vanced to the Class 1A Tournament.

Sanford girls 50, Akron 26
The Lady Indians held a slim 8-3 

edge at the end of the first quarter, but 
they broke the game open in the sec-
ond quarter to lead 30-13 at halftime. 
Sanford increased its lead to 43-19 
after the third quarter. Both teams 

scored seven points in the fourth.
Statistics for the Lady Indians were 

unavailable.
Sanford boys 61, Holyoke 39
The Indians led 12-11 after the first 

quarter and they increased their lead 
to 30-21 at halftime. Sanford had a 
40-31 lead after the third quarter, 
and it outscored the Dragons 21-8 
in the fourth.

Cash Caldon led the Indians with 
20 points, followed by McCray Lars-
en with 19.

Sierra Grande boys 54, Kim/

Branson 35
The Panthers led the Mustangs 

22-15 after the first quarter, 33-25 
at halftime and 39-27 after the third 
quarter. Sierra Grande outscored 
Kim/Branson 15-8 in the fourth 
quarter.

Isiah Chairez was the Panthers’ 
leading scorer with 23 points, fol-
lowed by Thomas Archuleta with 12.

Sangre de Cristo girls 45, Spring-
field 33

Statistics and scoring by quarters 
were unavailable for this game.

By ken haMRick

ALAMOSA — The Colorado 
High School Activities Association 
has released its brackets for the Great 
Eight in Class 3A, Class 2A and Class 
1A boys and girls basketball

The fifth-seeded Centauri High 
School boys basketball team will 
play fourth-seeded Colorado Acad-
emy in the Class 3A State Tourna-
ment quarterfinals Thursday at 8:30 
p.m. at the University of Denver. A 
win by the Falcons will have them 
play either top-seeded St. Mary’s or 
eighth-seeded Eagle Ridge Academy 
at 8:30 p.m. on Friday. A loss on 
Thursday will eliminate Centauri.

On the other side of the bracket are 
second-seeded Sterling playing sev-
enth-seeded Manual, and third-seed-
ed Aspen playing sixth-seeded Res-
urrection Christian.

In the Class 2A State Tournament, 
which will be played at the Budweiser 
Events Center in Loveland, the Sanford 
High School boys basketball team 
enters as the third seed and it will play 
sixth seeded Peyton at 5:30 p.m. on 

Thursday. The Indians will play either 
second-seeded Limon or seventh-seed-
ed Crowley County on Friday at either 
10:15 a.m. or 5:30 p.m.

The other side of the bracket will 
feature top-seeded Yuma against the 
eighth-seeded Lotus School for Ex-
cellence, and fourth-seeded Denver 
Christian against fifth-seeded Wray.

The Sanford is the top seed in 
the Class 2A girls tournament and 
it will play eighth-seeded Wiggins 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday. The Lady 
Indians’ second game will be gainst 
fourth-seeded Rye or fifth-seeded 
Cedaredge at either 11:45 a.m. or 7 
p.m. on Friday.

On the other side of the brack-
et, third-seeded Limon will play 
sixth-seeded Peyton and sec-
ond-seeded Holyoke will play sev-
enth-seeded Dayspring Christian.

In the Class 1A State Tournament, 
which will take place at the Universi-
ty of Northern Colorado in Greeley, 
the Sierra Grande boys basketball 
team enters as the top seed. The Pan-
thers will face eighth-seeded Dove 

Creek at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday. In 
its second game on Friday, Sierra 
Grande will play either fourth-seeded 
Caprock Academy or fifth-seeded 
McClave at either 1:15 p.m. or 8:30 
p.m.

In the Class 2A girls tournament, 
Sangre de Cristo is the fifth seed and 
it will play fourth-seeded Fleming 
at 4 p.m. on Thursday. On Friday, 
the Lady Thunderbirds will play 
either top-seeded Briggsdale or 
eighth-seeded Lone Star at either 
8:45 a.m. or 7 p.m.

The other side of the bracket fea-
tures third-seeded McClave against 
sixth-seeded Dove Creek and sec-
ond-seeded Flatirons Academy 
against seventh-seeded Cheyenne 
Wells.

The state tournaments will end 
on Saturday with the championship 
games. Should either the Sierra 
Grande boys or the Sangre de Cristo 
girls advance to their respective Class 
1A title games, those game will be 
played at the Budweiser Events 
Center.

Four additional SLV teams 
advance to state basketball

State tournament fields determined

Centauri boys advance to Class 3A Great Eight
By ken haMRick

LA JARA — The Centauri High School boys 
basketball team punched its ticket to the Class 
3A State Tournament Great Eight as it defeated 
Salida 57-36 Saturday at the Falcons’ gym.

“Our guys don’t know the word quit and 
they’re fearless,” said Centauri coach Larry 
Mortensen.

Tristan Jackson gave the Spartans the early 
lead, but Mason Claunch tied the score with a 
jumper. Nate Yeakley made two straight baskets 
and Jackson added another as Salida led 8-2,

Baron Holman pulled the Falcons within 8-4, 
but Yeakley scored again.

Centauri then got consecutive layups from 
Claunch, Chaz Holman and Kaleb Anderson to 
tie the score at 10-10. But Aaron Morgan made 
a 3-point basket just before time expired and the 
Spartans led after the first quarter 13-10.

The Holmans scored layups to give the Falcons 
their first lead of the game early in the second. 
But Yeakley scored again and Damon Redfeather 
drained a three to put Salida back on top at 18-14.

Claunch made a 3-pointer of his own, but 
Chase Diesslin scored a layup and Redfeather 
knocked down another trey for a 23-17 Spartans 
lead. Claunch scored again, but Diesslin also 
scored for a second time. Baron Holman made 
two free throws to bring Centauri within 25-21 
with 2:10 left in the period.

Morgan made another 3-pointer to give the 
Spartans their largest lead at 28-21 with 1:48 left 
before halftime. But Baron Holman made two 
more free throws and later scored a layup to cut 
the deficit to 28-25 at halftime.

Baron Holman opened the third quarter with a 
jumper, but Morgan answered on the other side.

That would turn out to be Salida’s only scoring 
of the period. Baron Holman buried a trey to tie 
the score and Mason Sowards split at the line to 
put the Falcons in front at 31-30.

Claunch hit another jumper and Leighton Cur-
tis made two free throws. Baron Holman made 
one of two free throws. Curtis then hit a 3-pointer 
and Chaz Holman drove for a layup to give Cen-
tauri a 41-30 lead at the end of the third quarter.

Yeakley opened the fourth quarter with a jump-
er, but Chaz Holman answered with a jumper of 
his own. Yeakley then split at the line, but Baron 
Holman made two more free throws.

Yeakley also made two free throws, but Chaz 
Holman knocked down a pair of threes for a 
51-35 lead.

Braden Collins made one of two for Salida, 
but the Falcons ended the game with baskets by 
Anderson and Josh Taylor.

“We just settled down a little bit,” Mortensen 
said. “No big adjustments, a couple of small 
adjustments and settle down and play our game.”

The Falcons had three players score in double 

figures. Baron Holman was the leading scorer 
with 18 points which included making nine of 
11 free throws. Chaz Holman scored 14 and 
Claunch added 13.

Yeakley led Salida in scoring with 13 points.
Centauri takes a record of 22 wins and only one 

loss to the Great Eight which will be played this 
weekend at the University of Denver. Mortensen 
knows that the competition will be tough from 
now on.

“Everybody’s tough at this point,” Mortensen 
said. “Salida was tough. Hat’s off to Salida. 
They’re a good team.”

Centauri 57, Salida 36
Salida – Hadley 0 0-0 0, Collins 0 1-2 1, Jack-

son 2 0-0 4, Yeakley 5 3-4 13, Diesslin 2 0-1 4. 
Morgan 3 0-0 8, Redfeather 2 0-0 6, Edgington 0 
0-0 0, Cleckner 0 0-0 0. Total 14 4-7 36.

3-point goals – Morgan 2, Redfeather 2. Total 4.
Centauri – C. Holman 6 0-0 14, Polzin 0 0-0 0, 

B. Holman 4 9-11 18, Claunch 6 0-1 13, Ander-
son 2 0-0 4, Johnson 0 0-0 0, Absmeier 0 0-0 0, 
Sowards 0 1-2 1, Tibbitts 0 0-0 0, Russell 0 0-0 0, 

Curtis 1 2-2 5, Taylor 1 0-0 2. Total 21 12-16 57.
3-point goals – C. Holman 2, Claunch 1, Curtis 

1, B. Holman 1. Total 6.
Salida 13 15 2 6 – 36
Centauri 10 15 16 16 – 57
Fouls – Salida 13, Centauri 12.

Photos by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Baron Holman (3) 
makes a move to the basket against Salida’s 
Nate Yeakley (21) in Saturday’s Class 3A 
State Tournament game in La Jara. The 
Falcons defeated the Spartans 57-36.

Centauri High School’s Baron Holman (3) 
drives for a basket against Salida’s Nate 
Yeakley (21) and Chase Diesslin (23).

Centauri High School’s Chaz Holman (00) 
looks to put up a shot against Salida’s Braden 
Collins (10).

Centauri High School’s Mason Claunch (12) 
fires up a shot over Salida’s Braden Collins (10).
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Staff RepoRt

ALAMOSA — Twelve San Luis 
Valley registered nurses who were 
honored at the 17th SLV Nightingale 
Dinner on Feb. 25 at Adams State 
University.

Lauriann Blakeman Rio Grande 
Hospital, Krystynn Cano Rio Grande 
Hospital, Tandra Dunn San Luis Valley 
Health, Bryan Garcia SLV Health, 
Shannon Goldsberry Rio Grande 
Hospital, Loretta Lowder Rio Grande 
Hospital, Dana Martin Alamosa 
School District, Nicole Martinez 
Rio Grande Hospital, Brittany Sours 
SLV Health, Beverly Strnad Alamosa 

County Public Health, Joelle Valdez 
SLV Health and Sally Wert Rio Grande 
Hospital were recognized for their 
commitment to their patients and 
providing excellent nursing care.

The dinner was attended by family 
members and co-workers. Cano, 
Garcia, Goldsberry, Martin, Strnad and 
Valdez were selected as luminaries for 
the statewide event in Denver on Aug. 
13 at the Hilton Denver Inverness.  

Organizers thanked SLV Health, Rio 
Grande Hospital, SLV Area Health 
Education Center and SLV Federal 
Bank for their generous donations that 
made the event possible.

Twelve registered 
nurses honored at SLV 

Nightingale Dinner

Courtesy photo

Left to right, SLV Nightingale honorees — Bryan Garcia, SLV Health; Nicole 
Martinez, Rio Grande Hospital; Brittany Sours, SLV Health; Tandra Dunn, 
SLV Health; Dana Martin, Alamosa School District; Joelle Valdez, SLV Health; 
Lauriann Blakeman, SLV Health and Shannon Goldsberry, Rio Grande Hospital. 
Not pictured — Beverly Strnad, Alamosa County Nursing Service; Loretta 
Lowder, Rio Grande Hospital; Khrystynn Cano, Rio Grande Hospital and Sally 
Wert, Rio Grande Hospital.
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Life under the snow
Last month, we had our second 

Forest Specialist Series program of 
the year. The Divide Ranger Dis-
trict’s Biological Technician, Doug 
Clark, talked about the many ways 
animals survive the winter. From 
the color changing snowshoe hare, 
ptarmigan, and short tailed weasel, 
to the pinyon jay’s ability to store 
food and remember locations later. 
He shared how even the snow fly, 
a tiny wingless insect, can be found 
crawling across the snow in winter, 
surviving the cold thanks to antifreeze 
in its blood. Much like us, animals 
can choose to change their behavior 
and the way they dress for winter, 
or just avoid winter all together by 
hunkering down and hibernating like 
the Wyoming ground squirrel and 
black bear.

During the winter months, we see 
fewer critters on the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest as many are hibernating 
or have migrated. However, there are 
several animals that are still active and 
moving about even though we can’t 
see them. This is because they have 
made their life deep under the snow. 
Meadow voles are just one of these 
species. This little animal is similar 
to a mouse but has a shorter tail and a 
rounder body and face. Meadow voles 
spend their winter in tunnels in the 
subnivean, under the snow.

Why live deep under the snow 
in winter? Temperatures are in the 
single digits or even below zero 

above the snow, often with bitter 
howling winds. Below the snow, 
close to the ground, the temperature 
hovers around freezing. This is due 
to the earth constantly emitting heat 
from its molten core. We tap into the 
earth’s warming ability when we use 
geothermal energy. The little meadow 
voles are using this basic geothermal 
heating to keep warm through the 
winter. Not only is the earth warm-
ing, but the snow is also insulating. 
Fluffy things, like snow, a feather 
comforter, and a sleeping bag make 
great insulators because they trap air 
that is warmed by the earth or a body. 
Inhabiting a slightly warmer environ-
ment takes away one of the biggest 
challenges of winter, the cold.

Under the snow, in the subnivean, 
the meadow vole creates little tunnels 
where they eat the plants, roots, and 
bark of trees and twigs. They can 
travel more safely hidden from the 
view of predators. However, they 
might not be safe from one predator 
– the short-tailed weasel.

Weasels are skinny creatures with 
a body not often found in cold cli-
mates. What do you do when you 
are cold? Curl up, hug your arms to 
your chest? Having a more compact 
body shape helps limit the loss of 
heat. Long limbs and bodies are not as 

well adapted for cold environments. 
So how does our long-bodied weasel 
survive? In part by wearing a warmer 
winter coat of white, but also by eat-
ing a lot! Weasels are almost always 
on the hunt in winter. And it turns out 
their long skinny body is well adapted 
for traveling along tunnels under the 
snow looking for meadow voles. The 
subnivean not only offers weasels a 
safe way to travel out from under the 
eyes of larger predators but also a 
warmer environment and convenient 
access to food.

A fresh snow may look like a pris-
tine blanket of white that no one has 
traveled across. However, it is likely 
that, in the open meadows, there are 
small critters beneath the snow mak-
ing their home or filling their bellies. 
Life in winter on the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest isn’t easy, but there are 
many amazing adaptations that help 
our critters survive. As temperatures 
increase and you find yourself outside 
more, be sure to take a moment to 
look for winter’s hidden critters. You 
may be surprised at what you see.

Hannah Fake is the San Juan 
Mountains Association’s Rio Grande 
Visitor Information Coordinator. She 
enjoys exploring the forest winter and 
summer.

Land, Water and People
By hannah fake

SuBMitted aRticle

DEL NORTE — Hello com-
munity members! Happy March! 
There is so much to look forward 
to this month — warmer tempera-
tures, longer days, a new lineup 
of Fabulous Friday activities, 
fun onsite activities, High Valley 
Community Center soccer, and, of 
course, Spring Break.

Soccer registrations are live on 
the HVCC website and will be 
available until March 15. Practices 
will begin the week of March 7. 
The K-2, 3-4, and 5-6 teams will 
all have practices during the week 
and games on Saturday mornings. 
We will keep you updated with 
practice times and game schedules 
as soon as we work out the details.

The theme of the week for 
HVCC activities was “Integrity.” 
The goal by the end of the week 
is for the kiddos to not only define 
integrity but also identify how 
integrity affects the quality of our 

lives. The activities we chose con-
sisted of making muppets, a pom-
pom obstacle course, and elephant 
toothpaste. During these activities, 
we centered conversations around 
the children’s experiences with 
integrity and when they or those 
around them showed examples of 
integrity.

There is something for everyone 
at HVCC! We offer after-school 
programming, Friday field trips, 
and sports for children. For the 
50-plus community there are 
weekly art classes, fitness classes, 
and occasional off-site excursions. 
Whenever possible, we arrange 
a variety of events to engage the 
community, such as plays, dinners, 
and classes. We encourage you to 
visit our website, www.thehvcc.
org, for information regarding all 
things HVCC. If you prefer to talk 
with someone, our staff is happy to 
answer any questions!

Have a great week, everyone!

Photos courtesy of  High Valley Community Center

High Valley Community Center students continue enjoying the 
after-school program.

Activities warming 
up at HVCC

By Mechel Meek

SAN LUIS VALLEY — To continue the 
development of the San Luis Valley Transit Plan, 
which is collaborating with the Chaffee Shuttle, 
officials are seeking feedback to help guide the plan.

According to an email by Transportation Planner 
Rocio Ramirez, “Input from the first phase of the 
project, which included extensive data collection 
and analysis, stakeholder interviews and public 
engagement, informed the development of the 
potential mobility solutions. In this next phase of 
outreach, community members and stakeholders 
can rank their top five preferred mobility solutions 
for each of the key corridors and cities/towns in 
the study area, which includes Alamosa, Chaffee, 
Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, and 
Saguache counties.”

People are encouraged to participate in an online 
survey at slvtransitplan.com and there will be in-
person events throughout the San Luis Valley in 
March. The events are scheduled as follows:

• Tuesday, March 8 in Saguache from 10 to 11:30 
a.m. at Saguache Public Library; in Crestone from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. at Crestone Mercantile; in Center 

San Luis Valley Transit plan 
seeks feedback from community 

Graphic courtesy of the Chaffee Shuttle
Please see TRANSIT on Page 9

March 13
Move Clocks ahead
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Photos courtesy of Rio Grande Hospital

Rio Grande Hospital staff provides special-
ized wound care, a much-needed service, 
especially for the many agricultural workers 
in the region.

Rio Grande Hospital can provide specialized 
wound care to injured farm workers

SuBMitted aRticle

DEL NORTE — armers and agricultural 
workers living in small towns deserve the 
same level of care as those who live in major 
metropolitan areas. Rio Grande Hospital, a 
critical access hospital in Del Norte, offers 
a variety of services to more than 10,000 
people in southwestern Colorado’s San 
Luis Valley. Their hospital campus provides 
specialized wound care, a much-needed 
service, especially for the many agricultural 
workers in the region.

Because there are many farming com-
munities throughout Colorado, agricultural 
injuries can be very hazardous because of 
the complex and repetitive nature of the 
work. Farm accidents calling for specialized 
wound care fall across a large spectrum of 
conditions — from simple lacerations to 
crush injuries and traumatic amputations. 
The mortality rate following an amputation 
is quite high — upwards of 80 percent. 

The prevalence of diabetes is also sig-
nificant, making many agricultural work-
ers more susceptible to chronic wounds. 
Many have diabetic neuropathy, or a loss 
of sensation in the lower limbs, making 
them unaware that the wound is there until 
someone else notices it.

At Rio Grande Hospital, there is a beau-
tiful wound center with outstanding staff 
and state-of-the-art equipment. They have 
two physicians specializing in wound care, 
a wound care nurse who is also certified in 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, and a wonderful 
support staff. 

Before that wound care center opened, 
many agricultural workers were not seeking 
treatment — or they would get treatment for 
only a brief time and the wound would not 
properly heal. Part of the reason is that many 
facilities are in the frontier and it’s difficult 
to drive to a large town for care. Having a 
center like this in a rural community has 
been a Godsend for many farm workers.

The Rio Grande Hospital Wound Care 
and Hyperbaric works with each patient’s 
primary physician to begin the healing 

process. Routine services include wound 
debridement or scraping of dead skin cells 
to encourage healthy skin growth, the ap-
plication of skin substitutes to provide 
temporary or permanent coverage of open 
skin wounds, and routine dressing changes. 

Many wounds can also benefit from 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, or HBOT, and 
Rio Grande Hospital has a chamber in its 
wound center to treat more difficult-to-heal 
wounds. For HBOT, the patient is placed 
in a pressurized chamber with 100 percent 
oxygen. This oxygenates the blood and tis-
sues and helps wounds heal more quickly. 
For patients who need extensive HBOT 
treatment but have a long drive to the clinic, 
Rio Grande Hospital helps patients with 
temporary housing.

For more information about the Rio 
Grande Hospital Wound Care & Hyperbaric 
Center, call 719-657-3277 or visit riogran-
dehospital.org.
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By Mechel Meek

CENTER — The Town of Center envisions 
a comprehensive plan for the future of devel-
opment of the town, which is being advanced 
with help from DOLA and UC Denver, to 
create a master development plan to improve 
the town based upon what the citizens want in 
their community.

The town has listened to suggestions from 
community members by releasing surveys that 
help to guide decisions on the path and focus on 
new progress. The town has plans to develop 
the recreational opportunities available to the 
entire community. The lack of recreation was 
one of the main issues brought to attention 
by the respondents in the recent community 
surveys.

Town Manager Brian Lujan stated that one of 
the focused efforts in revitalization is to revamp 
the current parks. Center Community Park will 
be the main focus, however, the town has also 
received grant funding to add trees to all the 
parks in town and a plan to create an amphithe-
ater in Casa Blanca Park is in the works. The 
amphitheater would be used mainly for musical 
performances during a summer concert series. 
The community park is currently used as the 
football field and track for gamedays by the 
Center schools, and it also has some current 
facilities such as a playground and grassy areas.

The proposed plan would be to add on, re-
place and repair the current facilities to increase 
the recreation opportunities for the community. 
Improving the track, improving the two base-

ball fields, a new football field to replace the 
old, an improved walking and jogging path, a 
recreation center, and a new, larger playground 
are all being considered for future placement 
within Center Community Park.

The community park has already had a 
visit by the University Technical Assistance 
Program (UTA), which is part of the College 
of Architecture and Planning at the University 
of Colorado, Denver. The UTA through a grant 
from the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) 
will be providing design and planning services 
to the Town of Center in this effort to revital-
ize the community park. The project will re-
imagine the entire park, with a complete plan 
to refurbish, or replace the current set-up of 
the park.

“In addition to upgraded field amenities 
(bird box, lighting, turf, bleachers, etc.) there 
is a need for an additional baseball field (in 
order to host summer baseball tournaments) 
and if space allows, a new recreations center, 
a skatepark, a track around the field, a walking 
path and a bike lane connection to other parks 
in the area. There are other needs worth explor-
ing, such as a swimming pool, and all can be 
considered and discussed when presented to 
the community,” stated a document about the 
project by the ATA.

The town is planning to continue to leverage 
grants and various funding opportunities to 
complete their ambitious projects throughout 
the entire Town of Center and improve the op-
portunities for health and recreation.

Photos by Mechel Meek

Center Community Park is the main focus of the Town of Center’s revitalization plan.

By lyndSie feRRell 
DEL NORTE — Dr. J. Ely Walker re-

cently learned that he was accepted into the 
American Board of Addiction Medicine and 
is now board-certified to practice in the field 
of addiction medicine. 

Among other health organizations 
throughout the San Luis Valley, Dr. Walker 
has been working to improve and grow 
addiction medicine services, including the 
new Recovery Clinic offered through Rio 
Grande Hospital. 

Dr. Walker hopes that many services 
throughout the region will benefit by bring-
ing back the knowledge of addiction medi-
cine to the Valley.

“During my medical school, which wasn’t 
that long ago, there was no training in addic-
tion. Zero,” Walker said. “It was the same 
thing in my residency. You would see patients 
who were clearly suffering from addiction but 
actually addressing someone’s addiction? It 
wasn’t even on the radar for me.” 

Dr. Walker said that the training he received 
in residency came down to how to treat the 
complications of addiction but not treat the 
root of the problem, and this was where Dr. 
Walker decided that he wanted to know more.

“This patient population is completely 
ostracized,” he said. “They feel completely 
thrown to the curb, and they feel stigmatized. 
So, to help pull them out of where they are 
is very rewarding.”

The unfortunate reality of addiction is that 
many people who are suffering from addic-
tion may not be fully ready to begin recovery. 
The process is long and can be very stressful 
for the patient, family, and friends.

The purpose of addiction medicine is 
to guide patients through that process and 
provide evidence-based options, which can 
include counseling, medications and access 
to other programs like SHARRP, to ensure 
the health and safety of not only the indi-
vidual but the community as well until they 
are ready to commit to being sober. 

In addiction medicine, “We take a harm 
reduction approach. Harm reduction is basi-
cally saying, for better or worse, substance 
abuse exists in our community. We could try 
to ignore it, which society has done for many, 
many years, or we can acknowledge that it’s 
here and reduce the harms of it. The needle 
exchange program is the perfect example 
of harm reduction. Every time someone 
comes to seek services, we are going to talk 
to them about recovery. We will ask them; 
Are you ready to talk about treatment? It’s 
the formation of that relationship over time 
that eventually gets a patient to the point of 
recovery,” Dr. Walker said. 

He plans to use his knowledge of addic-
tion medicine in the Recovery Clinic at Rio 
Grande Hospital and to assist other organiza-
tions throughout the San Luis Valley.

“My bigger vision is to make myself avail-
able to other providers and organizations 

for consultations,” he said. “Just being that 
resource and giving them the confidence to 
treat addiction is what I want to see. If I can 
empower them, then we add another layer 
of resources to people here in the Valley.”

The Rio Grande Hospital Recovery Clinic 
offers specialty-level addiction care. This 
clinic provides a personalized approach for 
those struggling with substance use or other 
behavioral addictions, including but is not 
limited to heroin or other opioids, meth-
amphetamines, alcohol, benzodiazepines, 
cocaine, tobacco, gambling, pornography, 
or internet use. Additionally, the clinic offers 
treatment for Hepatitis C infection and HIV 
pre-exposure prophylaxis. 

The services offered through the clinic can 
benefit many individuals, including those 
who have family members or friends suf-
fering the effects of addiction and recovery. 
Anyone who thinks they may benefit from the 
recovery program is welcome to participate, 
and clinic staff and physicians will do what 
they can to get patients the help they require. 

Even someone suffering from trauma-
related circumstances can find help through 
the Recovery Clinic.

“Trauma-informed care acknowledges that 
care teams need to have a complete picture of 
a patient’s life situation — past and present 
— to provide effective health care services 
with a culture of safety, empowerment, and 
healing,” Dr. Walker said. 

Addiction does not stop with people who 
are addicted. Often, family and friends of 
those who suffer from addiction suffer just 
as much if not more, and services are avail-
able to those wishing to seek counseling and 
other recovery benefits.  

“There are numerous resources available, 
and depending on your specific needs, refer-
rals and connections can be made with our 
various community partners in an attempt to 
meet your needs,” he said. 

For more information or to inquire about 
the Rio Grande Hospital Recovery Clinic, 
call 719-657-4100.

Center parks are a focus of 
town’s revitalization effort

Local physician now 
board-certified in 

addiction medicine
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Did you know that you have 
the power to stop an overdose death 
with a simple and easy to use nasal 

spray called Naloxone? This lifesaving 
medication can reverse an opioid 

overdose and has 
saved countless 

lives. You can pick 
up your FREE 

dose of portable 
Naloxone at La Jara 
Health Mart Pharmacy 

located at 412 E Main St., La Jara. 
If you have any questions, please 

call (719) 274-5109, and for further 
information about Naloxone and how it 

works, please visit Narcan.com

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

04 Lost & Found 
Found: Male Cat, Brindle on 4E 
& 5N in Monte Vista. Please call 
719-849-3257 for more informa-
tion. (3/10) 

05 Notices
If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and religion; 
contact BahaiFaithFriends@gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual  conver-
sation, every Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m.(2/23)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

07 Help Wanted 
Driveline is Hiring in our area. 
For more Information visit www. 
drivelineretail/careers.com (3/30)        

Head Football Coach needed at 
Del Norte Jr/Sr High School.  The 
coach’s responsibilities include: 
leading training sessions, provid-
ing motivation and advice dur-
ing gameplay, developing game 
plans, and attending tryouts, as 
well as scheduling team meet-
ings.  The coach should be able to 
identify the individual abilities of 
each player and provide one-to-one 
coaching wherever required. The 
coach should demonstrate great 
love for the game of football, and 
be able to foster good sportsman-
ship in your players. Outstanding 
candidates are highly motivated, 
committed, disciplined, and patient.  
We are looking for the following 
abilities in our Coach:  Experience 
as a football coach or assistant 
coach at the high school or college 
level is preferred.  Must possess: 
effective coaching techniques and 
skills; a thorough knowledge of the 
rules, regulations, strategies, and 
techniques of the sport; and have 
the ability to establish and maintain 
effective working relationships 
with school administrators, parents, 
and students. Please contact Richie 
Madrid, Athletic Director, at: rma-

drid@urtigers.co, 719-657-4020; 
or David Grabowski, Principal, 
at: dgrabowski@urtigers.co, 719-
657-4020. (3/30)

The LOR Foundation, which 
works with people in rural places 
to improve quality of life, is hir-
ing a Monte Vista community 
officer. The community officer 
engages with and listens to locals 
to deliver resources that support 
community projects and priori-
ties. This full-time role requires 
deep community connections, an 
entrepreneurial mindset, strong 
communication skills, a passion 
for problem solving, and a caring 
and curious disposition. Salary 
range: $60K–$75K. Learn more at 

lorfoundation.org/careers. (3/23)

HELP WANTED PART TIME-
VSO Officer -Experienced indi-
vidual needed for part time Veter-
ans Service Officer. The position 
will be 3 days per week.  You must 

be a veteran to apply for this posi-
tion.  Please contact April Quintana 
with the Saguache County Admin-
istration office for an application 
and complete job description or 
printable at www.saguachecounty.
colorado.gov.  Salary is part time 

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

We would like to thank everyone who has been donating to 
the doggos! It’s been very helpful, and greatly appreciated! 

You’re all helping these canines live better lives!

Arrow is a Large Ter-
rier mix that’s about 6 
months old, and very 

energetic once she 
opens up. She does well 

with other dogs, and is 
finally getting comfort-

able on the leash. Arrow 
is a very playful little 

girl, and loves to get her 
bark on! Stop by for an 

introduction today!

Baby is one of our 
longer staying resi-
dents, she arrived last 
August and is almost 
3 years old. Baby is 
a Red Nose Pit with 
quite a personality. 
Playtime is her fa-
vorite time and that’s 
ALL THE TIME! 

Tennis balls, rope toys, chew bones, she loves them all! Baby 
prefers to be the star of the show and is best as the only pet, 
but she’ll be all you need. Come let her fill your home!
Donnie is one of our 
newer arrivals, and is 
about 7 months old. 
He’s an interesting 
character, who we 

believe to be a Beagle 
mix. Donnie can get 

along with other dogs, 
but is definitely on 

the dominant side. He 
seems to do well with 

everyone he’s met so far, and definitely loves to go on 
walks. Come meet him today!

Ms. Piggy is an-
other of our long term 
residents, who will be 
coming up on a year 
with us shortly. She’s 
about 3 years old and 
is full of energy, but 

that energy is equally 
matched with love! 

Ms. Piggy needs 
someone with a big heart willing to be patient with her, 
due to the traumas she’s experienced in her past. If she 
sounds like that missing piece, come meet her today!
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the 
first day of publication. If 
there are mistakes notify us 
IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and 
adjust your credit but only 
if we receive notice on the 
first day the ad is published. 
We limit our liability to you 
in this way and we do not 
accept liability for any other 
damages which may result 
from an error or omission in 
an ad. All ad copy must be 
approved by the newspaper 
which reserves the right 
to request changes, reject 
or properly classify an ad. 
The advertiser and not the 
newspaper is responsible for 
the truthful content of the 
ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

at a rate of $15,735 per year. Call 
719-655-2231 for more information 
and job description.Applications 
close on Friday, March 25, 2022 
at 3:00 P.M.Saguache County is 
an EEO employer.  Drug testing 
which includes marijuana and a 
background check will be required 
for final applicants. 3/23)
RG BANK is now accepting ap-
plications for the position of FULL 
TIME TELLER.  The job is pri-
marily in Monte Vista, but work 
in Alamosa is also required at 
times.  Interested parties can see 
more and download an application 
at: https://rgbank.bank/contact-
us/#employment (3/23)

 Executive Director – Headwaters 
Alliance, Creede, CO. We are hir-
ing an Executive Director to provide 
vision and organizational leader-
ship to implement a full portfolio 
of water related projects enabled 
by proven fundraising and grant 
writing skills. Ideal candidate will                                                     
have management and develop-
ment experience, preferably in 
non-profit sector and the ability to 
work collaboratively with local, 
regional and state partners to com-
plete tangible projects. This position 
offers autonomy augmented by an 
effectively functioning Board. FT, 
exempt position, $56-64K plus other 
benefits.  See complete description 
at headwatersalliance.org. (3/16)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
sales & office clerk. Tasks in-
clude sales, over the counter and 
over the phone, purchasing and 
inventory.  Please drop off resume 
in person at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, 
M.V. For more info, call 719/852-
2662 (3/16)

Admin & Program Assistant – 
Headwaters Alliance, Creede, 
CO.  Position supports key func-
tions related to communications, 
event planning, volunteer coordi-
nation, and organizational capacity. 
Ideal candidate possesses excep-
tional skills in communications 
and logistics. Proficient with Word, 
Excel, Adobe Acrobat, Canva, and 
Google applications; skilled with 
social media and web maintenance; 
able to generate craft high-quality 
marketing and educational mes-
saging.  Detail-oriented, able to 
coordinate the many variables 
involved in event and volunteer 
programming. Opportunity for a 
growth-minded individual to gain 
experience in nonprofit and/or 
water-related work, or for someone 

seeking an assistant-level role with 
a stimulating array of responsibili-
ties. Full-time, exempt, $22-$25/
hr, plus QSERA, 2-wks PTO and 
holidays. See complete description 
at headwatersalliance.org.  Send 
cover letter, resume and references 
to hiring@headwatersalliance.org. 
Position open till filled, start date 
4/2/2022. (3/9)

Saguache County Treasurer’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for a full-time clerical position. 
Position is 40 hours per week, 
Monday-Friday 8:00 am – 4:00pm.  
Applicants must have Microsoft 
Excel, Word, 10-key, customer ser-
vice, and bookkeeping experience. 
Must be able to answer phones, 
and wait on public. Starting salary 
is $15.00/hr, but will be negotiable 
based on experience. Applications 
are available at Saguache County 
Administration Office at  505 
3rd Street, Saguache, CO  81149, 
or by visiting the Saguache County 
website www.saguachecounty.
colorado.gov. Position will remain 
open until filled. Must have high 
school diploma or GED.  A back-
ground check and pre-employment 
drug screening is required. Sagua-
che County is an E.O.E employer. 
(3/9)

Rio Grande County’s Sheriff’s 
Office is hiring two Weekend 
Court Administrative Assistants.  

These positions will assist the 
Sheriff with reports, bookings 
and reporting data to the State 
of Colorado, District Attorney.  
Court/Administrative Assistants 
will be required to file jail/deten-
tion bookings with the weekend 
courts. Work schedule is Friday 
thru Monday 10-hour shifts.  Ap-
plicants will be required to pass 
a 10 panel drug test, including 
marijuana.  Starting pay is $16.30 
per hour DOE.  These will be Full 
time positions with Full Benefit 
package: Medical, dental, vision, 
4% Retirement match plus Life 
insurance.  Full job description and 
application are available at www.
riograndecounty.org.(3/9) 

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
pump technician! This includes, 
but is not limited to, pulling & 
resetting water well pumps, shop 
time, cleaning & maintenance. 
Valid driver license and drug free 
are non-negotiable requirements. 
Call 719/852-2662 for more info, 
prefer drop off of resumes in per-
son at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, east 
of Monte Vista.(3/30)

The City of Monte Vista is cur-
rently seeking the services of 
a city attorney or attorneys to 
fulfill the duties and responsibili-
ties described in this Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for the City Attor-
ney position.   The City is inviting 

individual attorneys, or firms, to 
respond to this    RFP with State-
ments of Qualifications for the 
purpose of providing the City with 
the needed legal services listed 
in the request.All RFP’s must be 

submitted by March 28, 2022 by 
5:00PM Please contact City Clerk, 
Unita Vance for the RFP informa-
tion at 719-852-6171 or uvance@
ci.monte-vista.co.us.  You can also 
locate the information at www.
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• We deliver over 30,000 copies 
locally at hotels, RV parks, tourist 
destinations and more and 
throughout the state at Welcome 
Centers and Visitor Centers, as 
well as to our readers through our 
weekly newspapers.

•We deliver your message to a broad 
audience for a small investment.

• We have proven readership of our 
publications based on decades of 
publishing.

•We know and promote the Valley 
on a daily basis and have been for 
over 75 years.

• We won’t charge extra costs for 
graphic design/production! •We’ve 
been printing Summer on the Rio 
Grande for many years.... we’re not 
new to this!

• We work with the advertisers all 
year and know their budgets, 
concerns, and the best way to 
display their message effectively.

Summer
on the

 Rio Grande
2022

Valley Publishing Inc.
P.O. Box 607 • 835 1st Ave. • Monte Vista • 719-852-3531

Why advertise in the
Summer on the Rio Grande

publication?

Give us a call to see how 
Valley Publishing’s

Summer on the Rio Grande
can work for you!

San Luis 
Valley

Official Visitors
Guide

FREE

Alamosa County
Conejos County
Costilla County
Mineral County

Rio Grande County
Saguache County

©2021 Valley Publishing, Inc.

Southern Colorado

Rio 
Grande
on 
the

2021

cityofmontevista.colorado.gov

The City of Monte Vista is cur-
rently seeking the services of a 
Municipal Judge to fulfill the du-
ties and responsibilities described 
in this Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for the Municipal Judge position.   
The City is inviting individual to 
respond to this RFP with State-
ments of Qualifications for the 
purpose of providing the City with 
the needed legal services listed 
in the request.All RFP’s must be 
submitted by March 28, 2022 by 
5:00PM Please contact City Clerk, 
Unita Vance for the RFP informa-
tion at 719-852-6171 or uvance@
ci.monte-vista.co.us.  You can also 
locate the information at www.
cityofmontevista.colorado.gov

12 Houses for Rent
For Rent: 3-Bedroom, 2-Bath 
Home between Monte Vista and 
Del Norte $800/Month, Call 719-
581-0868. (3/9)

28 Household Goods
Full-Size Captain’s Bed with 
mattress $300.00,  Oak coffee 
table with glass top $100.00 Great 
condition.  719-588-5679 (3/16)

32 Fuel & Heating
Looking For A Less Expensive 
Way to Heat your Home. Farmer 
Boy Sawmill Has You Covered 
With a Bundle of Slabs. Call 719-
480-4059 (3/9)

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC, 719-480-5047, 
Delivery Available. (3/2)

Firewood for sale $180.00 per 
cord. Delivery Avaialable. Call 
Atlee Jay Hoshstetler. 719-850-
4012. (3/22)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Truck Parts-75-gallon gas tank 
includes hookups and hose, for 
pickup or truck. Tailgate for a 
Chevy pickup, Silver Diamond 
Plate. 5 th Wheel hookup. Wind 
Guard for Pickup or Truck. Please 
call 719-937-3850 for more infor-
mation. (3/30)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call  For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-

ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719)852-0500 (3/30)

S T E E L S T O R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are water 
& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (03/23TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-
0500. (3/30)

42 Feed & Seed
Premium alfalfa and alfalfa/
grass, small bales, barn stored, 
$9.00 per bale. Call  719-580-
2509 (3/30)

48 Pets & Supplies
HUSKY/BORDER COLLIE 
puppies. Beautiful! For info & 
pics, text (719) 298-2947 (03/10)

50 Livestock
Attention Farmers and Ranch-
ers: Seal your leaking livestock 
tanks, ponds and reservoirs with 
bentonite. Call 719-580-6652. 
(5/17)

56 Business 

Opportunity
Land in Zapata for Sale near the 
Great Sand Dunes call 719-937-
3850. 3/30)

65 Professional 

Services
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. 

Valley Wide Classifieds
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Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

Staff RepoRt

ALAMOSA — Sangre de Cristo 
National Heritage Area (SdCNHA) is 
looking for students to participate in 
its Caminos de Valle Youth Walking 
Tours and its Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Camp. 

With 11,000 years of documented 
human habitation, the Sangre de 
Cristo National Heritage Area is a 
crossroads of the centuries. Here a 
blend of Native American, Hispano 
and Anglo settlement is reflected in 
the diversity of the people, art and 
traditions. The geographic isolation 
of the high desert San Luis Valley 
and the peoples’ enduring ties to the 
land have given rise to a rich cultural 
heritage and ensured its preservation.

The area’s fertile cultural landscape 
is complemented by remarkable 
natural resources, including the mighty 
Rio Grande, majestic Rocky Mountain 

peaks, Great Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve, Alamosa National 
Wildlife Refuge, Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge and Monte Vista 
National Wildlife Refuges, and the 
high mountain desert, all of which lend 
the Sangre de Cristo National Heritage 
Area an unparalleled beauty that offers 
a sense of retreat and a powerful source 
of inspiration for visitors.

Caminos de Valle Youth Walking 
Tours: SdCNHA will train six youth, 
ages 16-18, in group leadership 
roles that will lead walking tours 
in neighborhoods and public lands, 
cultural and historical nature, land 
and water conservation, nature-
based education, walk facilitation, 
and tourism all within the heritage 
area. Students will choose the topics 
and locations they would like to lead 
tours in as well as becoming CPR 
certified, trained in public speaking, 

self-defense, history, culture, and 
traditions. Each youth leader will 
receive a stipend at the end of the 
program for leading guided walking 
tours in the month of June, 2022.  This 
program is free to the youth.

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage 
Area Camp: SdCNHA will host two 
one-week-long camps in June.  One 
for middle school aged students and 
one for high school aged students. This 
is an opportunity for youth to learn 
local history, heritage, traditions, and 
culture by visiting a variety of sites 
within the heritage area as historians 
will be able to elaborate on such topics 
and answer questions. This program 
is free to the youth.

If interested, fill out an application 
online at www.sangreheritage.org/
collaborate/ and email to info@
sdcnha.org or hand deliver to 231 State 
Ave. in Alamosa.  

SdCNHA offers youth programs
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Gather a harvest

 5. Federal Republic of Germany

 8. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!

11. “The Little Mermaid”

13. The common gibbon

14. Volcanic island in Fiji

15. Mother of Perseus

16. Egg cells

17. Teams’ best pitchers

18. Credit associations

20. Advance

21. Hair styling products

22. Benign tumors

25. Arriving early

30. Called it a career

31. __ Paulo, city

32. Avoid with trickery

33. Easter egg

38. Veterans battleground

41. Lack of success

43. Thing that causes disgust

45. Deep, continuing sound

47. Ancient kingdom near Dead 
Sea

49. You might put it in a fire

50. Partner to “oohed”

55. Actor Idris

56. Slippery

57. Plant of the bean family

59. One point north of northeast

60. Patti Hearst’s captors

61. Places to hang clothes

62. Midwife

63. Of she

64. S. Korean statesman

CLUES DOWN

 1. Cool!

 2. Amounts of time

 3. Aboriginal people of Japan

 4. Popular veggies

 5. Wedding accessory

 6. Deep, narrow gorges

 7. Dry cereal

 8. Competitions that require 
speed

 9. Cain and __

10. Snake sound

12. Type of amino acid (abbr.)

14. Pattern of notes in Indian 
music

19. Satisfy

23. Misfire

24. Nearsightedness

25. Indicates before

26. Increase motor speed

27. When you hope to get there

28. Indicates position

29. Where rockers perform

34. Substitute

35. __ juris: of one’s own right

36. Earliest form of modern 
human in Europe: 
__-magnon

37. Adult female bird

39. Do away with

40. Lens

41. Flattened appendage

42. Post or pillar in Greek temple

44. A medieval citizen of 
Hungary

45. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation

46. Abba __, Israeli politician

47. Sew

48. Evergreen trees and shrubs 
having oily one-seeded 
fruits

51. Swiss river

52. Grayish-white

53. A way to illustrate

54. College basketball 
superpower

58. Midway between south and 
southeast

from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at Center Town 
Hall.

• Wednesday, March 9 in Monte 
Vista from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at 
Sunflower Bank; in Del Norte 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
Lowes Market; in South Fork from 
2 to 3:30 p.m. at Dollar General; 
in Creede from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at 
Kentucky Belle Market.

• Tuesday, March 15 in Alamosa 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at Adams 
State University Student Union 
Building; in La Jara from 1 to 2:30 
p.m. at Jack’s Market; in Antonito 
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. at Chavez 
Southwest Market.

• Wednesday, March 16 in San 
Luis from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at Costilla 
County Social Services; in Fort 
Garland from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at Blanca Community Center; and 
in Blanca from 1:30 to 3 p.m. at 
Lu’s Main Street Café.

The Chaffee Shuttle received 
funding in 2021 from the Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) 
to complete a transit planning 
study for the San Luis Valley. The 
purpose of the study is to identify 
transit challenges in the region 
and to develop a plan to increase 
the availability of transit to the 
community.

TRANSIT
Continued from Page 1

youR night Sky
By daRlene danko

Gemini the Twins
A constellation high overhead 

above Orion in the southwest is 
Gemini the Twins. It’s easy to identify 
because it contains 2 of the bright 
Winter Circle stars, Pollux, and 
Castor. They are famous brothers in 
Greco-Roman mythology and are the 
heads of the twins.

There are a total of 13 stars in this 
constellation. The Milky Way runs 
through its legs and Orion’s upper 
arms, and the feet are just northeast of 
Betelgeuse. It’s a prominent Zodiacal 
constellation, and one of the few that 
look like what they’re called.

The twins are the sons of Queen 
Leda of Sparta, and brothers of Helen 
of Troy whose beauty instigated the 
Trojan War. Castor’s father is the 
King of Sparta. When Zeus seduced 
his mother, Pollux was born. So, 
they’re half brothers, and not twins. 
They served as shipmates with Jason 
on the Argo, and they were among the 
Argonauts who went in search of the 
golden fleece of Aires the Ram.

When Castor died, Pollux begged 
his father to give him immortality. 
He did and united them together in 
the heavens. Gemini the Twins looks 
like two bodies standing next to each 
other holding hands.

The brighter star Pollux is a single 

yellow star 34 light years from us. 
Castor is a multi-star system with two 
white stars visible with a telescope. 
There’s also a faint red star, and 
each star is a double making Castor 
a total of six stars. It’s also famous 
for having planets.

M35 is to the lower right of Gemini 
near the foot stars and is an open 
star cluster 20 light years across and 
2,700 light years from us. It’s visible 
with unaided vision, but obviously 
binoculars or a telescope will show 
you what wonders it contains. M36, 
37 and 38 are just to the right of it. 
They’re all in front of the Milky Way.

Since the new moon was on the 
2nd and the first quarter is on the 
10th, this is a perfect time to go out in 
the evening and look at the sky. The 
Zodiacal light will be visible through 
April on clear nights when the moon 
isn’t shining. So, the next few nights 
are a perfect time to look for it.

SF Fire Ladies Auxiliary 
offering two scholarships
SOUTH FORK — The South 

Fork Fire Rescue Ladies Auxiliary 
is offering two scholarships in 2022. 
The South Fork Fire Rescue Ladies 
Auxiliary Scholarship is awarded 
twice a year to individuals looking 
for a career in EMS, paramedic, fire 
or rescue. 

To apply, you must be a resident 
of Alamosa, Rio Grande, Conejos, 
Costil la,  Saguache, Mineral, 
Archuleta, or La Plata counties and 
be a high school graduate or possess 
a G.E.D. For more information 
and application, visit online www.
southforkfirerescue.com/scholarship.

Monte Vista Youth Basketball 
Camp registration is open

MONTE VISTA — Registration 
for Youth Basketball Camp through 
the City of Monte Vista is open. The 
camp is Aug. 2-4 at Monte Vista High 

School gymnasium and is for boys 
and girls in grades 7-12. Register 
now and save 20 percent by calling 
719-852-8287.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Saat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

The Holy Moses 658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

We’ve been Spring Cleaning 
and making room for our 
new arrivals. Framed art, 

signs, floral and happy 
gnomes. Come 
check it out!



Page 10 — SLV Lifestyles — Wednesday, March 9, 2022

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“This place is AMAZING. Awesome 
pizza and the Taproom.. LOVE the 
idea and the staff is friendly. The 

appetizer with the sauerkraut .. is 
soooo good! Family came to ski at 

Wolf Creek and stopped here to 
eat… can’t wait to go back!!!”

~ Sally H., Google Reviews

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

TRY Our New 
Detroit  Style Pizza!

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 3/31/2022.

9th Annual Concert for Cancer Relief is March 12
SuBMitted aRticle

ALAMOSA — Eliza Gilkyson 
will join Tish Hinojosa and Alamosa’s 
own Don Richmond for the 9th Annual 
Concert for Cancer Relief songwriter-
in-the-round on Saturday, March 12, 
at 7:30 p.m. at Society Hall, 400 Ross 
Ave. in Alamosa. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m.

The concert benefits the San Luis 
Valley Cancer Relief Fund. Tickets are 
$30 and can be purchased at The Green 
Spot in Alamosa, online at www.slvcrf.
org or via email at SLVCancerRelief@
gmail.com. This event has sold out each 
of the past six years. Ticket holders will 
have an opportunity to stream the con-
cert live online this year to watch from 
home near or far. More information will 
be available at the time of purchase.

Gilkyson is a twice Grammy-
nominated (2006 and 2015) singer-
songwriter who is one of the most 
respected musicians in folk, roots, and 
Americana circles. Her songs have been 
covered by Joan Baez, Bob Geldof, 
The Conspirare Choir, Tom Rush, and 
Rosanne Cash and have appeared in 
films, PBS, specials and on prime-time 
TV.  A member of the Austin Music 
Hall of Fame, and an inductee into the 
Austin Songwriter Hall of Fame, she 
has won countless Folk Alliance and 
Austin Music awards, including 2014’s 
Songwriter of the Year. 

Gilkyson recently released the fol-
low-up to her critically acclaimed 
political masterpiece, “2020”, which 
topped the folk radio charts and won 
Eliza the “Best Song of the Year” 
award from the Folk International Alli-
ance. Her new album, “Songs from the 
River Wind”, is what she calls her love 
letter to the Old West. It’s composed 
of snapshots of the people and places, 
lives and loves lost and found over her 
years of wandering the West as a musi-
cal minstrel, searching for her heart’s 
home. The album was recorded and 
produced by Richmond at Alamosa’s 
own Howlin’ Dog Records and has 
been warmly received by reviewers and 
the public alike. It is currently the No. 
2 album in the country on the national 
Folk Music chart.

Says No Depression magazine, 
“Songs from the River Wind” is sheer 
perfection from first note to last…”

Feeling the need to take a little break 
from the socio-political music that she 
felt compelled to write for her last six 
albums, the twice Grammy-nominated 
artist moved her base from Austin, 
Texas, to Taos, N.M. Inspired by 

memories of characters and events that 
birthed her enduring love affair with the 
West, the songs span 40 years — from 
originals to vintage classics — and 
culminates with her recent decision to 
relocate permanently to Taos, where 
she is sinking down deep roots at long 
last. For more information, go to www.
elizagilkyson.com.

Hinojosa is a Mexican-American 
singer-songwriter born in San Anto-
nio, Texas, and living most recently 
in Austin, Texas. She is the youngest 
of 13 children born to two Mexican 
immigrants who, as stated in her song 
“West Side of Town” “made a good life 
the hard way…”

Her songs blend the genres of coun-
try, folk, and Hispanic music in a way 
that can only be described as a musical 
melting pot: unique and insightful. She 
sings and writes in Spanish and English 
and has many bilingual songs, includ-
ing a full album of children’s songs that 
has often been used by teachers as a 
tool for teaching the Spanish language.

The Chicago Tribune put it suc-
cinctly “Simply put, Hinojosa is a 
first-class songwriter.” Tish’s blend 
of folk, country, Latino, and pop has 
an undeniable far-reaching appeal, 
garnering her accolades such a White 
House concert and teaming up with 
artists such as Joan Baez, Booker T. 
Jones, Flaco Jimenez, Pete Seeger, and 
Dwight Yoakam.

She has recorded as an independent 
artist as well as for A&M, Warner Bros, 
and Rounder Records and has been a 
featured artist on Austin City Limits, 
A Prairie Home Companion, and other 
NPR programs. With 17 CDs to her 
name, her distinct sound has gained 
her much critical acclaim. Hinojosa 
has toured extensively throughout the 
U.S. and Europe and continues to draw 
a loyal and growing audience.

Currently Hinojosa is ramping up 
her solo career and tour dates after an 
18-month hiatus due to COVID. She 
also continues to play and write with 
her Latina music trio “The Texicana 
Mamas” (launched in 2018) who 
released their first album in 2020, 
amid the pandemic. Their initial gig 
was played at the Bluebird Café in 
Nashville, and they have since played 
at The Kennedy Center in Washington, 
DC in early 2020 (just pre-pandemic) 
and the Grand Ole Opry in Nashville 
in September 2021, as well as headlin-
ing at the Kerrville Folk Festival in 
October of 2021. This group will tour 
together as soon as conditions allow. 

For more information go to www.
mundotish.com.

Richmond has been a professional 
performing musician for more than 
50 years. He regularly performs and 
records on more than a dozen instru-
ments including electric and acoustic 
guitars, mandolin, violin, viola, dobro, 
pedal steel guitar, banjo, harmonica, 
accordion, trumpet and percussion 
and is an award-winning songwriter. 
He has released seven solo CDs, four 
other albums with the Colorado band 
Tumbleweed earlier in his career, three 
with the Taos, N.M.-based group Hired 
Hands, six with the New Mexico-based 
group The Rifters, two as a duo with 
David Clemmer, and two with his older 
brothers as the Richmond Brothers. 

Richmond owns and operates How-
lin’ Dog Records, which has recorded 
and released hundreds of recordings 
by many local, regional, and national 
artists. He has also been an Artist-
In-Residence and Aesthetic Institute 
instructor in Colorado Council of the 
Arts’ Art in Education program. He 
created and recorded the music for the 
public television documentary Roy 
Bedichek’s “Vanishing Frontier,” the 
highly acclaimed civil-rights documen-
tary film “We Did It All Ourselves,” 
and a film on the plight of Katrina 
refugees titled “Still Waiting – Life 
After Katrina,” which aired nationally 
in the fall of 2007. 

In late 2004, Richmond published a 
book on performance psychology and 
creativity titled “Getting Your Music 
Past the Fear.” He is also a regularly 
featured contributor on creativity to the 
nationally-syndicated radio program 
“The Art of the Song.” He is currently 
on the board of Crestone Performances, 
Inc., which produces the Crestone 
Music Festival, the Society Hall Foun-
dation, which owns and operates the 
non-profit performance space Society 

Hall in Alamosa, and is a past board 
member of the Alamosa Live Music 
Association.

He also volunteers for and supports 
numerous other local non-profit organi-
zations. Don was awarded an honorary 
doctorate in musical performance from 
Adams State University in 2014 and in 
2015 received the Governor’s Award 
for Creative Leadership in the state of 
Colorado. He makes his home with 
his wife Teri McCartney a few miles 
outside of Alamosa. Richmond has be-
come a staple of the annual Concert for 
Cancer Relief, having been through the 
cancer journey himself. For more infor-
mation, go to www.donrichmond.com. 

The SLVCRF acts as a channel, col-
lecting money through fundraisers and 
memberships, and then passing that on 
to local cancer patients through stipends 
of now $350 starting in 2022. Founded 
in 2006, the organization continues to 
grow more every year. SLVCRF has 
provided hundreds of valley patients 
with over $170,000 in relief.  The an-
nual Concert for Cancer Relief is the 
organization’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year.

“It truly touches my heart being 

part of a wonderful organization like 
SLVCRF. It amazes me each and every 
time we issue one of our stipends that 
we are able to bring some relief and 
financial support to fellow members 
of our community that have been im-
pacted by cancer. We greatly appreciate 
all of our donors for their continued 
support,” stated Sophia Avila, SLVCRF 
President and board member since 
2012.

The SLVCRF is a totally volunteer 
organization with a dedicated seven-
member board from across the Valley 
who have themselves been touched by 
cancer and want to help others in that 
journey. The bulk of our funds raised 
comes from individual-family member-
ships and fundraisers like the Concert 
for Cancer Relief.

Individuals wanting to become 
members can send a check to the San 
Luis Valley Cancer Relief Fund, PO 
Box 1297, Alamosa, CO, 81101 or visit 
www.SLVCRF.org. Businesses that 
wish to become concert sponsors can 
contact Avila at SLVCancerRelief@
gmail.com or at 719.580.2042. The 
deadline for business sponsorship is 
March 5.
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earthknack.com for full class descriptions, dates and pricing

FOR ADULTS! SURVIVAL PRIMITIVE SKILLS 
ADVENTURE CAMP MARCH 21 - 25

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A TV STAR TO HAVE ALL THE FUN AND LEARNING!!

Throwing Tomahawk Class April 2 - 3

 Wild Plants Uses, includes Health Care Plant 
Preparations April 9 - 11 

Stone Tools - Flint Knapping 101 April 16

Into the Heart of the Buffalo 
American Bison Processing Class April 23 - 25 

Traditional Hide Tanning Methods April 28 - May 2 

Ancestral Fire Making Techniques May 7

Natural Fibers Fantastic 1st offering: May 13 - 15

 Natural Fibers Fantastic 2nd offering: May 20 - 22

Archery Camp for Families 1st offering: May 13 - 15

Archery Camp for Families 2nd offering: May 20 - 22

Horse and Buggy Hitching May 28

2022

By lyndSie feRRell 
SOUTH FORK — The Friends of 

South Fork (FOSF) introduced its new 
Director, Luke Brennan. Luke and his 
wife, Judith, moved to the area full-
time two years ago and are looking 
forward to helping the community 
grow through their efforts with FOSF.  

“My wife, Judith, and I have been 
full-time in South Fork for two years. 
We have a Chesapeake Bay Retriever 
named Sammie and a Pekingese 
named Mugsie,” Luke said. “We came 
to the area from upstate New York 
because we both went to college in 
Colorado (I graduated from CSU and 
Judith went to UNC Greeley) and love 
the state for fishing, skiing, ATVing, 
hunting, and 300 days of sunshine. We 
owned property here since 1992 and 
built our home here on that property.” 

Brennan has many goals for the 
FOSF, one of which is to continue 
the forward momentum of the 
organization within the community.

“My goal as director of the Friends 
of South Fork is to continue the 
legacy missions that have defined the 
organization in the past: the lights at 
the Visitor Center and the Water Tower, 
Yuletide, Winterfest, supporting the 
skating rink, Logger Days, 4th of July 
Celebrations, beautification of the 
town with flowers and landscaping 
and sculptures, etc. Anything we can 
do to make the town more beautiful, 
friendly, fun, and welcoming, which 
benefits everyone,” he said. 

Brennan added, “I also hope to 
cultivate the spirit of philanthropy 
which made the South Fork Friends 
Foundation possible in the first place. 
Financial donations from businesses 
and individuals are what keeps us alive 
and allows us to do the work we do. We 
are updating our website, designing a 
new brochure, increasing our presence 

FOSF announces Brennan as new director
on Facebook and other social media 
in order to enhance our outreach and 
let people know who we are, what we 
do, and why it makes sense to direct 
some of their charitable contributions 
to our organization.” 

FOSF is well known in the region for 
its community generosity and projects 
over the past several years. FOSF 
consists of a Board of Directors and a 
Committee. The board meets quarterly 
and discusses higher-level subjects like 
finances, budgets, strategic planning, 
fundraising initiatives, and outreach 
programs.  

According to Brennan, the 
Committee meets monthly or more 
frequently depending on need and 
are the “feet on the ground.” The 
Committee identifies and prioritizes 
projects and activities to make South 
Fork a better place to live, work, and 
enjoy.  

“This is the team that puts up and 
takes down Christmas decorations, 
helps install and un-install the skating 
rink, helps clean up the roadways, puts 
on the community-wide garage sale, 
helps with the Chili cook-off, Logger 
Days, Fourth of July celebrations, 

Trunk-or-Treat at Halloween, buys 
and donates things like the Pickle Ball 
court resurfacing, the bear sculpture in 
front of the Community Center, the 
ice skates for the skating rink, new 
tables and chairs for the Community 
Center, plants and flowers each year 
for the Community Center and Visitor 
Center, etc. Several hundred people, 
mostly families, enjoy the Yuletide 
and Winterfest activities that the 
Committee puts on in November and 
December each year. Our team consists 
of a group of volunteers, dedicated 
individuals from all walks of life, 

each bringing a different skillset, and 
everyone focused on doing what we 
do best: Turning ideas into actions 
for the betterment of South Fork,” 
said Brennan. 

Friends of South Fork welcomed 
new members to the Committee for 
2022 — Brennan as the Director, long-
time member Kris Steffens, Tanya 
Gorton, Wendi Custer, new member 
and South Fork Police Chief Sean 
Burkey, new South Fork Administrator 
Hank Weber, new South Fork Visitor 
Center Director Dustin Hund, Michele 
Nation and Rick Morgan.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall
3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”
7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log home 
located just minutes from the town of South 
Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. home and 

1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse provides a total sq. ft. of 
5458. Features in the home include a massive 
rock fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, 
loft that boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 
office, playroom, and a large living room for you to enjoy with family and 
friends. The wrap around deck will allow you to experience world-class 

high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom log guest quarters with 
a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and bedroom combined into 
one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled access through a gated 

entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract
LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE
SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Perfect level build-
ing spot in desir-
able location. Just 
minutes from world 
class skiing, cham-
pionship golf and 
gold medal fishing 
on the Rio Grande 
River. Time to build 
your dream home in 
Colorado’s best kept 
secret!. $49,000 
MLS#775795

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home on Over-
sized Lot! This nice 2 bed-
room home sits on an over-
sized lot, so there is plenty of 
room to add on if you wanted. 
Has good space, and some 
updates. Has been a rental, so 
great for the investor looking 
for a rental investment. Some 
outbuildings, and established 
yard. Call today for more de-
tails. $153,000 MLS#786169

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great access with 101 feet 
of exposure just off of US 
Highway 160! This proper-
ty offers multiple options! 
It would work great for mo-
bile homes, developments, 
or a commercial building. 
All utilities are available, 
but would need to be tapped 
into. This is the perfect 
property for your next proj-
ect! Call to view! $175,500 
MLS#789021

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great possibil-
ities to build! 

This 4 lot parcel is 
located inside city 
limits. It has some 

trees, and a nice 
view! Not many 

lots of this size are 
available in town. 

Inquire for more 
details! $38,500 

MLS#789152

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

FRESHLY UPDATED HOME 
ON OVER 1 ACRE WITH NEW 
PAINT (INSIDE AND OUTSIDE), 
NEW VINYL FLOORING, STAIN-
LESS STEEL APPLIANCES, MET-
AL ROOF, 1 CAR ATTACHED 
GARAGE AND MOVE IN READY. 
COUNTRY LIVING WITH EASY 
ACCESS TO ALAMOSA, WHICH IS 10 MILES. ENJOY BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN 
VIEWS FROM BOTH THE FRONT AND BACK OF THE HOUSE. JUST A SHORT 
DISTANCE TO THE GREAT SAND DUNES AND HOOPER HOT SPRINGS POOL. 
CREATE YOUR OWN LANDSCAPING IDEAS OR JUST SIT BACK AND TAKE IN 
THE MAGNIFICENT COLORADO MOUNTAIN SCENERY! $240,000 MLS#790664

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming country home and ranch! 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is locat-
ed on about 26 acres between Alamosa, 
and La Jara. The home offers baseboard 
heating, a fireplace, beautiful stain-
less steel appliances, and many built 
in additions. Attached to the garage is 
a 1 bedroom apartment with a newer 
refrigerator. There are additional out 
buildings and fencing on the property. 
Come and see this home if you are ready 
for some great country living! $435,000 
MLS#790848

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great piece of agricultural proper-
ty with opportunity to build your 
dream home! With about 39 acres of 
land, this property offers many opportu-
nities. With 2 wells and 1 share of the 
Scandinavian Ditch water, it also has 
an old septic tank installed, electricity 
with a 220 volt camper hook up, and is 
completely fenced off. This nice piece 
of land also has an insulated train car, a 
steel train car, and an old house that one 
could either completely remodel or tear 
down and rebuild. Call today to view 
this property! $139,000 MLS#790941

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
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