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SLV Veterans 
Organization 

Memorial Day 
Ceremonies

ALAMOSA — The San Luis 
Valley Veterans Organizations will 
be hosting Memorial Ceremonies 
on Monday, May 30, at 10 o’clock, 
beginning at the American Legion 
plot in Alamosa Cemetery.

Ceremonies will then move to the 
VFW plot and finally to the Spanish 
Cemetery on Coop Road. 

For further information you can 
call Jack Rudder, American Legion 
Adjutant, at 719-588-9838

Carnegie Library 
Summer Reading 
Programs begin 

June 6
MONTE VISTA — The 

Carnegie Library in Monte Vista 
and the Carnegie Library in South 
Fork will have Summer Reading 
Program the weeks of June 6, June 
13, and June 20.

Participating children will be 
required to read 120 minutes each 
week. All three sessions must be 
completed and reading logs turned 
in by June 28 to be entered into a 
drawing to win a grand prize.

Registration starts Monday, June 
6 at each Library during regular 
hours. A parent and or guardian 
must be present with the child to 
sign up. This program is for children 
entering kindergarten through sixth 
grade.

Ancient Valley 
Open Mic Season 
Six, Summer 2022
DEL NORTE — Ancient Valley 

Open Mic, a free community 
performance arts series, begins its 
sixth season, Summer 2022, on 
Wednesday, June 8, sponsored and 
hosted by Simple Foods Market.

Shows are scheduled every 
Wednesday, 5-7 p.m., to Aug. 31. 
The location is an outdoor, shaded 
courtyard at 680 Grand Ave, Del 
Norte. Individual shows may be 
cancelled due to rain.

Updates and photos appear on 
social media: Ancient Valley Open 
Mic, Southern Colorado. Music 
and spoken-word performers, all 
ages, styles, and experience levels 
are welcome. Show up and sign up 
to perform.

Sign-up begins at 4:30 p.m. 
each date. Staging includes two 
standing mics, and a 10-channel 
PA. Participants are encouraged 
to bring the additional equipment 
they need.

To get on the mailing list and 
ask questions, contact jenni@
jennimansfieldpeal.com.

By Mechel Meek

SAN LUIS VALLEY — In a dramatic turnaround, the San 
Luis Valley was hit with rain, snow and high winds after a week 
of high temperatures.

Temperatures are expected to rebound this weekend, returning 
to normal temperatures in the 70-degree range for the next 10 days.

While the cooler temperatures and much-needed moisture 
were a relief to most, the changing conditions impact agriculture 
in the Valley.

According to the USDA, “In the San Luis Valley, moisture 
late in the week brought a short-term reprieve to soil conditions, 
but halted fieldwork.”

Potato planting progressed well and is nearing completion, 
USDA reported. County reports noted the alfalfa crop was 
setback by cooler weather. The southeastern counties received 

The San Luis Valley was hit with rain, snow and high 
winds after a week of high temperatures last week 

bringing some much-needed moisture to the region.
Photo by Mechel Meek

Late spring storm brings much-needed moisture

Please see STORM on Page 7A

By Priscilla Waggoner

MONTE VISTA — For almost a 
quarter of a century, potato growers 
in the United Stated have wanted full 
access to the market in Mexico. That 
goal was finally accomplished on 
May 11 when the first shipment of 
U.S. potatoes crossed into Mexico, 
headed south past the border zone 
and into the interior of the country. 

Since that first shipment, 11 more 
trucks have crossed the border 
carrying fresh potatoes from the 
U.S. 

On Monday, Governor Jared 
Polis, USDA Undersecretary Jenn 
Moffitt and Colorado Agriculture 
Commissioner Kate Greenberg 

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Representative Donald Valdez (second from the left) along with Commissioner of Agriculture Kate Greenberg (center 
left), Governor Jared Polis (center) and USDA Undersecretary Jenn Moffitt (center right) pose with producers 
from the San Luis Valley during Polis’ visit to Monte Vista celebrating the recent trade agreement with Mexico. 

Mexico holds great promise for SLV potato growers

Please see POTATOES on Page 7A

staff rePort

CENTER — A Center man was 
arrested after drugs packaged for sale 
were found in his car during a traffic 
stop on Saturday, May 21, according to 
the Center Police Department.

A subsequent search of Osvaldo 
Munoz’s home on Sunday, May 22, led 
to more drug trafficking charges and the 

seizure of methamphetamine, heroin 
and fentanyl.

Saturday’s traffic stop was during a 
traffic operation conducted by CPD with 
the assistance of the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office, CPD Chief Dale Meek 
reported.

Munoz, who had an outstanding 
warrant, was stopped as he turned 

into the Dollar General parking lot 
after being spotted by an officer on 
Highway 112. During a search after the 
arrest, trafficking amounts of heroin, 
methamphetamines and fentanyl were 
all located on Munoz and in the vehicle. 
These items were divided for individual 
sale, Meek reported. 

Munoz was charged with his warrant, 

which was for dangerous drugs and 
driving on a revoked license out 
of Saguache County. Munoz was 
additionally charged with three separate 
counts of suspicion of trafficking in a 
controlled substance, one for each of 
the listed narcotics. 

On May 22, at approximately 2:30 

Hundreds of fentanyl pills found during CPD search of home

Please see DRUGS on Page 7A

Mountain Valley School celebrates Class of 2022

Photo by Mechel Meek

A commencement ceremony was held on May 21 for the graduating class of Mountain Valley High School 
in Saguache.

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE — The graduating 
class of 2022 Mountain Valley High 
School walked across the stage to the 
delight of their family and friends on 
Saturday, May 21.

It was an impressive ceremony with 
the auxiliary gymnasium decked out 
for the occasion with signs, balloons 
and festive lights.

The evening ceremony began with 
speeches by the superintendent and 
principal of the high school.

The students held an air of palpable 
anticipation waiting for their chance 
to walk across the stage and receive 
their degree.

Please see GRADS on Page 4A
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Creede Dental Works has 

proudly assumed patient care 

for our beautiful town

802 Rio Grande Ave. • Creede

Effective May 16, 2022 Leslie 

Leggett RDH and Eric M. Smith 

DDS will provide your dental 

care in the mountains you love. 

Come experience soft touch, 

quality care, and a warm 

friendly environment

Please call 
719-658-0322 
to schedule an 
appointment

Monte Vista resident Beverly J. 
Vitale, 83, died peacefully on May 
4, 2022, at the Monte Vista Estates 
Nursing Home in Monte Vista.

Beverly was welcomed into the 
arms of her parents Alvin Riffel and 
Norma Mueller Riffel on April 28, 
1939. She was a lifelong San Luis 
Valley resident except for three 
years spent in Hoisington, Kan. 

She married Craig Barnes 
in 1959.  They spent 35 years 
together until his death in 1994. 
She married her second husband 
Salvatore “Sam” Joseph Vitale on 
Nov. 14, 2001, and they enjoyed 
17 wonderful years together until 
his death in 2018.  

Beverly taught school in Marsh 
and Central Schools in Monte 
Vista for 25 years. She worked 
mainly in special education, but 
spent several years as a regular 
classroom teacher. She was a warm 
and compassionate person that was 
always looking out for others. She 
was much loved by so many people. 

Beverly was a lifetime member 
of St. Peters Lutheran Church in 
Monte Vista and was active and 
devoted to her Bible study group. 
She was involved in teaching at 
church and directed several choirs 
and played the organ. She enjoyed 
going to the cabin in the mountains 
of Creede. Beverly loved her dogs 
and taking them for walks.

She is survived by her children 
Paul Barnes of Creede, Colo., 
Laura Vitale, Martha (John) Ball, 
and Vincent (Tyler Tousley) Vitale, 
Donna (Gaylen) Bush, Michael 
(Janet) Vitale, sister Faith (Barry) 
Schofield-Hong and her brother 

Gregory Allen Aden, a longtime 
resident of Houston, New Braunfels 
and Lake McQueeney, passed away 
Friday, May 13, at the age of 80.

Born to Carl and Bobbie Aden of 
Del Norte, Colo., he was rechristened 
“Mike” by his older brother Gary, who 
did not like the name Gregory. The 
nickname stuck, and for the rest of 
his life everyone knew him as Mike. 
Five years later, younger sister Karla 
joined the family.

Mike graduated as valedictorian 
from Del Norte High School in 1960. 
As was necessary in a school with 
a graduating class of 33, he would 
play running back on the football 
field and then switch to tuba for the 
halftime performance. Though Mike 
was too small to play basketball 
against the “giants” of Leadville, he 
was a talented towel boy. Always the 
team player, Mike returned during 
his college summer breaks to join 
performances of the Del Norte High 
School marching band.

Outside of school, Mike drove his 
father’s Conoco truck, making fuel 
deliveries to area businesses, farmers, 
residents, and service stations, as well 
as running the Del Norte Conoco 
station on Grand Avenue. When they 
finished their work, Mike and his 
father would fish the waters of the Rio 
Grande, bringing their fresh-caught 
trout home for his mother to fry up 
for dinner.

Mike also played the piano, refining 
his 1000-song-fake-book chops at 
Fun Valley and in the barrooms of 
Creede with his trio. Later in life, 
he would entertain his family and 
friends on the piano, notorious for 
his rambunctious version of The 
Kingston Trio’s “MTA”, dubbed “The 
Running Song” by his grandchildren.

Mike attended the University of 
Colorado, later embarrassing anyone 
nearby with his enthusiastic air-
marching-band performance of the 
CU fight song. He studied Economics, 
Accounting and Mathematics, 
receiving a BA and MA, and was 
a Ford Foundation Scholar. He was 
the president of his fraternity. Mike 
then enlisted in the U.S. Army Officer 
Candidate School at Fort Benning, 
where he became a lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army Infantry.

A certified public accountant, 
Mike’s long professional career 
included stints with General Electric, 
Touche Ross, Del Lingco Business 

Gregory (Mike) Allen Aden
Brokers, Amicon Plastics, and several 
consulting businesses.

A natural entrepreneur with an 
unparalleled work ethic, Mike honed 
his business acumen over the years, 
laying the groundwork for his greatest 
business achievement — his ventures 
in the home health care sector. Mike 
and his wife Nora purchased Cameo 
Caregivers and grew the business 
from 13 clients and 25 caregivers to 
125 clients and 200 caregivers.

Mike and Nora sold Cameo in 2004. 
After a few years of semi-retirement, 
all the while missing the excitement 
of entrepreneurship, Mike returned to 
the industry with their aptly named 
second company, Encore Caregivers.

Mike was extremely generous 
with his time and knowledge. Those 
seeking financial advice could 
count on lengthy pen-and-paper 
explanations of the benefits of home 
ownership or cost-benefit analysis 
of self-employment or important 
business decisions. Out-of-town 
visitors

could expect memorable hand-
drawn maps, with somewhat 
cryptic annotations, to local tourist 
attractions. And although his proud 
driving tours of his neighborhoods 
might lack attention to the road, they 
never lacked hilarity.

Always a spiffy dresser, Mike’s idea 
of casual wear was a button-down 
shirt and slacks. He kept his Norelco 
under the front seat of his car so that 
he was always clean-shaven.

Mike’s greatest source of pride and 
joy was the family he built with his 
wife Nora, a family that consisted of 
five children and the 11 grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren (with 
one more on the way), who knew him 
as Pepa. Mike’s happiest times were 
when the entire family was present for 
the holidays or summer. He thrived 
in what he called the “complete 
bedlam” of the scene. Mike spent 
hours and hours each year preparing 
the winter wonderland miniature 
village, with lights and trains that 
enchanted countless children during 
the holiday season.

Their children’s spouses, partners, 
and friends were always welcome 
into Mike and Nora’s home. This 
hospitality was also extended to Mike 
and Nora’s neighbors, resulting in 
lifelong friendships. Mike charmed 
his guests with his over-the-top 
generosity and sincere interest, 

bombarding new acquaintances with 
his genuine curiosity.

His curiosity extended beyond 
people. He was game to try just about 
anything at least once - whether it was 
cultural events, ziplining, or standing 
in the rowdy section at a soccer game.

Mike took many trips with his 
wife and family, including to China, 
Europe, Alaska, Costa Rica, and 
the Cayman Islands, as well as 
destinations around the United 
States with his grandchildren during 
the highly anticipated Camp Mimi 
summer sessions.

In addition to spending time with 
family and friends, Mike enjoyed fly 
fishing and evening boat rides with 
his wife and dog Ollie.

Mike is survived by his wife 
of 33 years, Nora Aden; his sister 
Karla Aden; his daughters Joy Aden 
Galaviz and Kerry Walker and sons 
Kelley Powell, Jarrod Aden, and 
John Aden; his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; a sister-in-law; 
nieces and nephews; and friends 
and business associates who will 
truly miss this generous, loving, 
interesting, and fun man.

Mike’s memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, June 4, 1 p.m., at 
McQueeney Baptist Church, 201 
Schumann Rd., McQueeney, TX, 
78123.

In lieu of flowers, please make a 
donation to the charity of your choice 
in Mike’s name.

Beverly J. Vitale

Gordon (Judy) Riffel; as well a 
numerous nieces, nephews and 
extended family and friends.

Beverly was preceded in death 
by her parents, her first husband 
Craig Barnes, her second husband 
Salvatore “Sam” Vitale and her 
daughter Kim Barnes-McCullough.

Cremation was chosen and a 
Memorial Service will be held at 
2 p.m. Friday, June 3, 2022, at St. 
Peters Lutheran Church in Monte 
Vista. A graveside service will 
take place at 11 a.m. that morning 
at the Homelake Veterans’ Center 
Cemetery. Contributions in her 
memory are suggested to either St. 
Peters Lutheran Church in Monte 
Vista or to Doctors Without Borders.

Rogers Family Mortuary is 
in care of the arrangements. 
To leave online remembrances, 
words of comfort, or tributes for 
Beverly’s family, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com.

139 Adams • Monte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

719-628-2015

PG-13

Kids (6-16)
$4 • Adults $6 • Seniors (65+) 

$5

Fri. & Sat. 
7 p.m

Sunday 
5 p.m. 

May 
27-29

& 
June 
3-5

MVHS Class of 1972 
seeking classmates

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 

Vista High School Class of 1972 will 

be having a class reunion on July 

22-23 and is trying to locate fellow 

classmates. Members of the MVHS 

Class of 1972 are asked to call 719-

852-5474 or email mvhspirates72@

yahoo.com, for more information.
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oPinion & editorial

Editor,
Generated Electrical Energy is what 

supports the world economies. Picture 
a world without electricity — the list 
of its uses is endless. It is important for 
us to understand where that generated 
energy comes from, and how it 
impacts our daily lives; because the 
“generation” landscape must change.

Why? Because fossil fuels are a 
finite (limited) resource and have 
impacts to our environment. In the 
USA, there are four primary sources 
of electrical energy generation — 
coal-fired plants, hydroelectric (water 
flow) plants, natural gas plants, and 
nuclear plants. Secondary sources of 

large-scale generation are wind and 
solar plants.

In order to prepare for the inevitable 
end to generation from fossil fuels, 
there must be a transition to alternate 
power sources. Mind you, current 
estimates put fossil fuel reserves, at a 
decades long supply…but it is going 
to take that long to transition to new 
sources of generation technologies.

There are already bills moving 
through Congress to implement this 
transition that will increase taxpayer 
liabilities in excess of $1 trillion!

The reason I am writing this letter 
is because I understand the problems 
we are facing in the energy industry. 

Energy is my passion! I made a career 
of it; and I know what its future holds. 
The more I see what is happening, and 
what it means to families struggling 
to make ends meet; I am driven to try 
and make a difference; and to make 
the transition as painless as possible.

I am asking you for your vote to 
become the next board director for 
District No. 6 of the SLVREC, so 
that I can work toward this goal for 
the members of this Cooperative. I 
would be happy to answer questions 
on where the energy landscape is 
headed. 

Creede Hargraves
Creede  

Way back in the Stone Age of 1967 
there was an advertising campaign 
that ran utilizing the Swedish model 
Gunilla Knutson. Now for those of 
you who do not know who she was 
or maybe still is, she was a blonde 
bombshell of no small fame at the 
time.

But anyhow, she was featured 
on an ad for Noxzema medicated 
shaving cream, and she would begin 
by telling you in a great sexy foreign 
spy type accent to use this product. 
Then to some cheap stripper music a 
man shaves for us on screen. Finally 
good old Gunilla comes back on and 
gives that famous line of “Take it 
off, take it all off.”

That’s pretty much it but sales 
were huge on the product due to 
this campaign as men everywhere 
could just envision themselves 
getting a Swedish smorgasbord of 
their own after using the creamy 
concoction.

I thought of this the other day 
when it was so blamed hot and 
humid, and Miss Trixie reminded 
Ol’ Dutch that it’s better than cold 
weather as in the heat you can always 
take off more clothes.

Whereas in really cold weather 
no amount of L.L. Bean inner 
and outer wear can help keep 
your buns warm. And if you have 
ever eaten out, you know there 
is nothing like cold buns. Or 
something like that.

So there I was trying to get all 
the chores done before departing 
for Colorful Colorado with sweat 
trickling down my back and into my 
shorts and cursing that Texas Sun 
like a trooper on steroids.

For it seemed that no matter how 
much I took off, I was still basting 
temperature hot and there was 
concern that the fat was going to 
start to bubble at some point.

Close and nosey neighbors kept 
Ol’ Dutch from going Godiva 
on the tractor but I was tempted, 
nonetheless. Which also got me to 
thinking about said lady of clothless 
fame.

It had to be quite the shock back 
in those days I guess to see a naked 
woman on a horse riding past and 
I do get that part of the mystique. 
But I have to wonder if she was just 
exceptionally pretty or just pretty 
average as to her body mass index.

You know. That’s the pesky 
number the weight trainers assign 
you so you will throw good money 
at them to help you lower it to some 
impossible goal.

Today we are simply overwhelmed 
by the presentation of scantily clad 
women and men too not only for 
advertising but also just for shock 

By hali laWson

Mountain Valley Student
The answer to your question is: the 

Eiffel Tower is 1,083 feet tall, all the 
way to the tip! That’s roughly 193 
average-height people stacked on top 
of each other. While Mountain Valley 
School doesn’t have enough students 
to test the accuracy of that, we still have 
17 wonderful students eager to travel to 
France to visit the Eiffel Tower!

We only have $5,400 left until our 
goal, and we really need your help to 
finish off the little bit we have left.

If you’d like to help a bit, you could 
always make direct donations to MVS-
Adventure Awaits, 403 Pitkin Ave., 
Saguache, CO 81149. If you’d like to 
get something out of it, we can work 
for you! Contact Mrs. Johnson to sign 
up 719-221-9942.

Also, don’t forget, we are still flocking 
yards with plastic flamingos! For more 
info on that, contact Mrs. Knight at 
515-783-5175.

• Saturday, May 28, we will have a float 
in the Memorial Day Parade starting at 11 
a.m. going down 4th street in Saguache. 

Then serving up some grub in Otto Mears 
Park until 4 p.m.

• Saturday, June 11, we will also be 
serving soups and salad at the Quilt Show 
at Mountain Valley School at 403 Pitkin 
Ave., Saguache starting at 10 a.m.

This last year or so has been hard 
work, but look how far we’ve gotten! 
We’re so close to our goal, and we 
couldn’t have done it without the help 
of our community but local and far 
away, Saguache County Sales Tax 
Grant, and sponsors Mrs. Knight and 
Mrs. Johnson!

New meteor shower

Three independent studies have 
investigated the likely hood of a new 
meteor shower occurring this year at 
the end of May. They have predicted 
that it will really happen. We’ll see if it 
really does happen. They’ve predicted 
that it will occur at 10 p.m. on May 30, 
and early morning on May 31.  

I’m hoping that we really get to 
visualize this new meteor shower. 
Comet 73P Schwassman-Wachman 3 
(SW3) orbits the Sun every 5.4 years. 

This comet was discovered in 1930 
when people saw its meteor shower.

The dust trails ejected in 1995 will 
closely approach Earth: so, meteors due 
to this dust trail are highly expected 
in 2022. We could see 140 meteors 
per hour. That would be amazing! Of 
course, that’s a wild card and we may 
only see 14 per hour, or none at all.

We really won’t know if the meteors 
are big and bright, or just small and not 
visible without binoculars. They’re 
predicted to be around Bootes which 
is high overhead in the NE. Since the 

new moon is 
on May 30, 
there will be 
no interference 
from the moon. 
We just won’t know if the meteors are 
bright and active, or small and faint.

So, we will just have to go out and 
look at the sky to see if we can see the 
meteors. I will probably go out before 
I go to bed, and then get up during the 
night and go out again to see if I can 
see any of them. I will certainly let you 
know what happens.  

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Take it off, 
take it all off

effect on their loving fans.
We have seen more Kardashian 

butt than we care to see and the 
latest trend of dresses cut to the 
crotch and no brassiere to hold up 
the accompanying flesh has given 
us no end to exposure.

And like it or not, flesh is here to 
stay as for some reason naked flesh 
sells us everything from beer, to 
boats to cars and more.

I knew we were in for it when 
the hunting shows on television 
began to feature beautiful women 
out in the hills and dales pursuing 
game of every type and kind. And 
Ol’ Dutch wasn’t born yesterday-
to which Miss Trixie turns all 
religious on me with a firm 
“Amen” to that-so I know those 
vixens are not out there to get 
some meat for the table but once 
again to sell me something to use 
on my own pursuit of happiness.

Just watch them long enough 
and you will be inundated with 
advertising for elk estrogen, bull in 
heat calls, doe pee and other things 
that most ladies of years past were 
too embarrassed to even talk about.

And they have not forgotten 
their roots in the advertising world 
as some of them have on their 
camouflage bikini tops and shorty 
shorts to draw in bucks from the 
bucks they are trying to reach.

But here we are now I guess, 
watching these bow shooting 
beauties and dreaming of maybe 
someday a doe of her caliber would 
visit us in the elk camp. But rest 
assured if you hang around any of 
them long enough, those hunting 
camps will soon be a thing of the 
past as you will be mowing her 
grass, fixing her car and taking care 
of a passel of kids before too long.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Impending energy crunch

Mountain Valley School close 
to Adventure Awaits goal

your night sky By darlene danko
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The stands and chairs were filled 
with proud family members from all 
around the Saguache community.

The motto for the Class of 2022 was 
a quote by Ralph Waldo Emmerson, 
“What lies behind us and what lies 
before us are small matters compared 
to what lies within us.” This was an apt 
motto for the class as they continued to 
struggle with interruptions in learning 
due to the continuing COVID-19 
issues.

According to Lacy Reed, Board of 
Education President, who spoke to the 
graduating class, “Today is your day 
of celebration, and your time to move 

forward. Do not ever fear failure but 
only fear not trying.”

Before the diplomas were 
presented, there were speeches by 
the Valedictorian, Salutatorian and 
a special speaker, Sgt. First Class 
Reyes of the Colorado Army National 
Guard.

The students spoke of their plans, 
and how much they appreciated their 
families and community for their 
support.

After the completion of the 
speeches, the graduating students 
went among the crowd of family 
members and presented them with 

sunflowers in appreciation of their 
support.

The students then returned to the 
stage to receive their degrees. Each 
student after receiving their degree 
participated in the time-honored 
ceremony of moving their tassel from 
the right to the left side of their cap 
to signify that they had graduated in 
a simple but significant ceremony.

The graduates that took part 
in the ceremony were as follows 
— Valedictorian Yessenia Vera, 
Salutatorian Destiny Haphey, Hailey 
Collins, Gavin Gross, Jase Leyba, and 
Mercedes Sandoval.

Photos by Mechel Meek

GRADS Continued from Page 1A
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RIO GRANDE COUNTY — A 
Ray and Colette Skeff Scholarship 
was awarded in the amount of $950 
to Mario Sanchez at the Monte Vista 
Awards Night on May 10.

Ray and Colette Skeff Scholarships 
were awarded in the amount of $500 
to Jaelin Padilla, Stephane Molinar-
Almeida and Priscila Zapaa-Chavez 
at the Center Awards Night on 
May 9.

An annuity was purchased for 
the Monte Vista School District 
and the Center School District in 
2003.  Each year a check is sent 
from Kansas City Life Insurance 
Company for the interest on the 
funds to be given as a scholarship 

to students selected by the schools. 
The annuity is good for a minimum 
of 20 years.

Ray passed away April 7 but will 
be remembered each year as the 
scholarship will continue for as long 
as Colette is living.

This was the 19th year of the 
Skeff Scholarship for both schools 
and a total has been awarded in the 
amount of $58,610.  The scholarship 
started in 2003.

The Skeffs wanted to give the 
scholarships to express their support 
for deserving students who want an 
education. Ray was a graduate from 
Center High School and Colette 
was a graduate from Monte Vista 
High School.

2022 Ray and Colette Skeff 
Scholarships awarded

Courtesy photos

Mario Sanchez
Jaelin Padilla, Stephane Molinar-Almeida and 
Priscila Zapaa-Chavez

staff rePort

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council is hosting the annual Silver 
Thread Studio Tour on 
Aug. 13 and is seeking 
artists within South 
Fork and Creede to 
participate.

T h e  S t u d i o 
Tour showcases 
ar t is ts  in  the 
area  — from 
e m e r g i n g 
artists to those 
w i t h  n a t i o n a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n . 
Previous venues 
have included private 
homes, studios, and art 
galleries where artists may 
exhibit their work.

Ar t i s t s  w i l l  sha r e  i dea s , 
answer questions, and or perform 
demonstrations to the public. 
Artwork will be showcased and 
available for purchase. All types 
of artists across mediums are 
encouraged to apply including 
painting, jewelry, pottery, glass 

blowing, stained glass, photography, 
wood carving,  papermaking, 
sculpture, wind chimes, metal arts, 

deer skin, rocks, furniture, 
ceramics;  and f iber 

arts such as quilting, 
weaving, spinning 

ya rn ,  kn i t t ing , 
felting and various 
surface design 
techniques.  

A r t i s t 
locations must be 
along The Silver 

Thread Scenic 
Byway, Highway 

149, beginning in 
South Fork, through 

Creede and ending at 
The Studios at Bristol. Full- 

or part-time residents in these areas 
are eligible.

To download an application, 
visi t  www.creedeartscouncil .
com/silver-thread-studio-tour. For 
questions or more information, 
e-mail creedearts@outlook.com. 
The application deadline is June 
17.  

Silver Thread Studio Tour 
seeking participants
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Lane 6 North will be under full 
road closure beginning June 6. 
Great Sand Dunes National Park 
and San Luis State Wildlife Area 
are both open to the public during 
the closures.

Local residents will be allowed 
di rec t  access  to  homes  and 
businesses  on Lane 6 North 
during construction, with potential 
construction delays of up to 30 
minutes. All other road users should 
use the posted detour.

DETOUR

• Lane 6 North will be closed 
from the intersection with CO-17 
to the entrance of San Luis State 
Wildlife Area

• Detour will  be in effect, 
travelers on CO-17 may proceed 
south to Alamosa, then east on US-
160, then north on CO-150 to avoid 
the Lane 6 North closure

• San Luis State Wildlife Area 
may be accessed westbound on 
Lane 6 North via CO-150

• Great Sand Dunes National 
Park may be accessed northbound 
on CO-150

Lane 6 road closure 
begins June 6

staff rePort

ALAMOSA — Caminos del 
Valle is a signature project of 
the Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Area (SdCNHA). This 
project recruited and trained four 
youth between the ages of 16-18 
representing Alamosa, Conejos, 
and Costilla counties.

They were trained in group 
leadership roles in neighborhoods 
and public lands, cultural and 
historical nature of the SdCNHA, 
land and water conservation, 
nature-based education, walk 
facilitation, cultures, landscape, 
and tradition. Along with learning 
the local history, the youth were 
also trained in first-aid and CPR, 
public speaking, and self-defense.

Youth will lead and assist their 
cohorts in walking tour events 
which are free to the public. 

Participants of these walking 
tours will explore history, culture, 
landscapes, and traditions, which 
youth have learned from local 
historians.

Walking Tour Schedule
• June 3 — Walk of San Luis/

Japanese Tour — 2-5 p.m. Meet 
at the Sangre de Crista Catholic 
Church, 511 S. Church Place, San 
Luis.

• June 10 — Antonito/Jack 
Dempsey Tour — 2-5 p.m. Meet at 
Warshauer Mansion, 515 River St., 
Antonito. Drive to Jack Dempsey 
Museum after the tour.

• June 17 — Historic Alamosa 
Tour — 2-5 p.m. Meet at Blue Peaks 
Developmental Service Office, 703 
Fourth St., Alamosa.

For more information on Sangre 
de Cristo National Heritage Area, 
visit www.sangreheritage.org.

Youth Walking Tours 
begin June 3

Rio Grande County Museum opens in 
time to celebrate 150 years of history

By lyndsie ferrell 
RIO GRANDE COUNTY — The Rio Grande County 

Museum announced last week that it will be open and ready 
for patrons in time for Memorial Day weekend in the San 
Luis Valley. For the past five months, the museum was 
closed for maintenance and cleaning but is now ready to 
welcome history buffs back for the summer. 

The museum will have new exhibits and is working to 
bring back the historical integrity of the organization. The 
museum serves Rio Grande County; this includes South 
Fork, Del Norte Monte Vista and towns that no longer exist 
like Loma, West Del Norte, Rock Creek, Whiskeyville and 
Baxterville. New exhibits are being constructed and the 
overall feeling is one of optimism. 

This year marks the 150th anniversary of the town of Del 
Norte which was established in 1872. On Oct. 21, 2021, 
Del Norte was officially named by J. Cary French 150 
years ago in 1871. French was one of five men who came 
to this location in the fall of 1871 for one purpose; to lay 
out a townsite and begin the adventure of creating a new 
and wonderful place to live.  

After a rigorous journey across the eastern United States 
to the South Fork of the Rio Grande, French and his team 
of prospectors platted and laid the first stakes of what would 
soon become the town of Del Norte. After countless hours 
of conversation, French wrote in his diary on Oct. 21, 1871, 
that, “Went to town site — laying out lots and blocks, with 
Scottie, Fred, Phillips and Lovett. Quit at 2 p.m. Had a meeting 
in my room after supper. Named the new town Del Norte.” 

The original plat and map of Del Norte is housed in the 
Rio Grande Cunty Museum with French’s diary that talks 
about their struggles and observations while journeying to 

the site of Del Norte. The 
journal speaks of the first 
findings of gold and other 
ore in the Summitville 
Mining District and the 
glorious expanse of the Rio 
Grande that was untouched 
and unsettled except for the 
Pi-Utes who still resided in 
the area. 

In 1872, the Conejos 
County Commissioners’ 
proceeding show they 
granted the corporation of 

the Town of Del Norte to the first Del Norte Town Trustees, 
French being one of them. Two years after, Rio Grande 
County was formed and designated in 1874, breaking off 
from Conejos County with four other communities, including 
Hinsdale County and Lake City. 

Once the corporation of Del Norte was complete, the sale 
of land began and the first Del Norte citizens traveled to the 
new town in hopes of a life of riches and prosperity. Del 
Norte was quickly recognized as the “Gateway to the San 
Juans” and was the beginning of the gold and silver rush 
that came to the area and created communities like South 
Fork, Monte Vista and Creede.  

Del Norte was a lively area, home to many who came here 
for outfitting, staging, freighting and served as a business 
center for places like Summit, Lake City, Silverton, Ouray 
and Telluride. Del Norte was also designated the county 
seat once Rio Grande County was formed two years after 
the corporation approval.  

According to records at the Rio Grande County Museum 
by 1872, Del Norte was up and running with promotion of 
the area in full swing. Thomas Pollock wrote to the Pueblo 
Chieftain, “People are crowding in there at a rapid rate. The 
miners expect to return to the mines earlier this spring and 
advise that outfitting should be successful. Farms are being 
taken up in the Rio Grande Valley and by next season there 
will be sufficient produce raised for home consumption. 
Taking everything into consideration, Del Norte, and the 
country tributary to it, has a brilliant future in store.” 

The next few months will be a celebration of the past and 
the future as Del Norte and Rio Grande County celebrates. 
Several events and exhibits are being planned for Rio Grande 
County and details will be announced by the Rio Grande 
County Museum as they are formalized.
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Do you want to be happy—I mean, 
really happy? I believe that deep down 
we all want to be happy and enjoy our 
lives. We can spend a lot of time and 
energy trying to do things that will 
make us happy, but our own efforts will 
never truly satisfy us. That’s because 
God doesn’t want our minds to be on 
ourselves all the time. He wants us to 
look past the things that are happening 
in our own lives and reach out to others 
and bless them. Because when our 
focus is on ourselves, we usually end 
up feeling sorry for ourselves and get 
caught up in self-pity.

I used to have a real problem with 
self-pity. I felt sorry for myself because 
I’d been abused by my dad, and 
sometimes I felt sorry for myself when 
my husband, Dave, would go out and 
play golf while I stayed home with our 
kids. I wasted so many days having pity 
parties for all types of reasons. 

In the first few years of our marriage, 
Dave tried to keep me happy, while I 
carried on with a bad attitude. But one 
day he finally told me, “You know 
what? I’m not spending my life trying 
to make you happy. You can get happy 
or not get happy, but I’m going to be 
happy. I’m not going to feel sorry for 
you because it won’t help you.” And 
you know, even though it was really 
hard to hear at the time, it was the 
best thing he could have said to me. 
Because when you struggle with self-
pity, if other people feel sorry for you it 
just feeds the problem. 

Now that doesn’t mean we can never 
be sad. But we need to understand 
that if we hang on to our pain for too 
long, it can become self-pity, and we 
can become addicted to it. The good 
news is God gives us the tools to work 
through our feelings in a healthy way 
and not let them control us. 

When God was dealing with me about 
having a pitiful attitude, He brought me 
to Galatians 5:19-21 (AMP), which 

gives a list of things the Bible calls 
sin. It says, “Now the practices of 
the sinful nature are clearly evident: 
they are sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality (total irresponsibility, lack of 
self-control), idolatry, sorcery, hostility, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, disputes, 
dissensions, factions [that promote 
heresies], envy, drunkenness, riotous 
behavior, and other things like these.” 

As I was studying those scriptures, 
I got an eye-opening revelation: Self-
pity is idolatry. When we feel sorry for 
ourselves, we turn inward and idolize 
ourselves…essentially everything 
becomes about “me.” People who are 
focused on themselves never see what 
they can and should be doing for other 
people. 

We should have compassion for 
other people who are hurting. In the 
Bible, there are times when Jesus was 
moved with compassion, and then He 
would go and help people. If we have 
compassion toward others and keep our 
mind off of ourselves, we will be much 
happier. We will also trust God to meet 
our needs and bring justice in our lives 
when we are hurting or mistreated, 
rather than getting into self-pity.

The Bible says in Hebrews 11:6 
(AMP), “But without faith it is 
impossible to [walk with God and] 
please Him, for whoever comes [near] 
to God must [necessarily] believe that 
God exists and that He rewards those 
who [earnestly and diligently] seek 
Him.” That means God rewards those 
who are faithful and who wait on Him. 
If you’ve been hurt and you have put 
your trust and confidence in God as you 
seek Him, you have a reward coming! 

I want to encourage you to keep a 
notebook of your blessings, the special 
little things that God does for you, 
prayers that He answers. And when 
you’re tempted to have a pity party, 
read that book and have a talk with 

You Can Be Pitiful 
or Powerful

yourself. 
King David talked to himself when 

he started to feel depressed. He said, 
“Why are you in despair, O my soul? 
And why have you become restless and 
disturbed within me? Hope in God and 
wait expectantly for Him, for I shall 
again praise Him for the help of His 
presence” (Psalm 42:5 AMP). 

I am so thankful that God is working 
in my life, taking what has happened to 
me and using it to help other people. The 
best treatment in the world for sadness 
and self-pity is to help somebody else. 
That’s when we get our minds off of 
our own problems and trust God to help 
us and do what’s best for us. 

No matter what happens, be 
determined—with God’s help—to 
keep a good attitude, remain thankful 
and avoid self-pity. Then God will 
bring restoration, peace, joy and real 
happiness to your life. 

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching CD series Self-Help. You 
can also contact us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

AVISO DE ELECCIONES PRIMARIAS DE 2022 
De conformidad con el estatuto modificado de Colorado 1-5-205, la  Secretaria y Oficial de 
Registro del Condado de Saguache, Trish  Gilbert, anuncia que las elecciones primarias de 
2022 se llevaran a  cabo el martes 28 de junio de 2022. Las boletas electorales se enviaran 
par correo a todos las votantes registrados activos a partir del 6 de  junio de 2022. El paquete 
de votaci6n incluira: 1 boleta electoral, 1  manga de votaci6n secreta con instrucciones, Los 
votantes marcaran su boleta, la insertaran en la manga de votaci6n secreta, la cual a su vez 
insertaran en el sabre de respuesta, FIRMARAN el sobre en el  espacio indicado y envi-
aran por correo o devolveran la boleta  marcada al centro de votaci6n y servicios al votante 
(VSPC, por sus  siglas en ingles) en la oficina de la Secretaria en el Tribunal del  Condado 
de Saguache, 501 4th St., Saguache. El VSPC estara abierto desde el lunes 13 de junio hasta 
el martes 28 de junio, de lunes a  viernes, de 8:00 a. m. a 4:00 p. m.; el sabado 25 de junio, 
de 7:00 a 11:00 a.m.; y el dia de las elecciones, el 28 de junio, de 7:00 a. m. a 7:00 p. m. Las 
boletas electorales tambien se pueden depositar en las urnas ubicadas en el estacionamiento 
sur del Tribunal (501 4th St., Saguache), Crestone Mercantile (182 E Galena Ave., Crestone) 
Edificio Haskin de Center (220 Worth St., Center). A partir del 6 de junio, las urnas estaran di-
sponibles las 24 horas del dia hasta las 7:00 p. m. del dia de las elecciones. Las boletas deben 
recibirse antes de las 7:00 p. m. del dia de las elecciones. Las boletas recibidas despues de las 
7:00 p. m. del dia de las elecciones no se incluiran en el conteo. Los matasellos no cuentan.
Trish Gilbert 
Secretaria y Oficial de Registro

NOTICE OF 2022 PRIMARY ELECTION 
Per Colorado Revised Statute 1-5-205, Saguache County Clerk & Recorder, Trish Gilbert, 
announces that the 2020 Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, June 28, 2022. Ballots 
will be mailed to all active, registered voters beginning on June 6, 2022. The ballot packet 
will include: 1 Ballot, 1 Secrecy Sleeve/Instructions, COVID- 19 Informational Insert and 1 
Return Envelope. Voters will mark their ballot, insert it into the Secrecy Sleeve/Instructions, 
insert this into the Return Envelope, SIGN the envelope where indicated and mail or return 
the voted ballot to the Voter Service and Polling Center (VSPC) in the Clerk’s office at the 
Saguache County Courthouse, 501 4th St, Saguache. The VSPC will be open from Monday, 
June 13th through Tuesday, June 28th, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m.; on Saturday, June 25th, from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.; and on Election Day, June 
28th, from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. Voted ballots may also be deposited into the Ballot 
Drop Boxes at the following locations: the south parking lot of the Courthouse, 5014th St, 
Saguache; Crestone Mercantile, located at 182 E Galena Ave, Crestone; Haskin’s Building, 
220 Worth St, Center. Beginning June 6th, the drop boxes will be available 24 hours each 
day until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. Ballots must be received by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 
Ballots received after 7:00 p.m. on Election Day will not be counted. Postmarks do not count.
Trish Gilbert 
Clerk & Recorder
No. 1636 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, May 26, 2022.

NOTICE
217 E 3rd st center co property is going to 
be re-zoned from Commercial to Residen-
tial. Any comments or questions please call 
Town Hall 719-754-3497 or Danny Villag-
omez 719-850-6451.
No. 1637 published in the Center Post Dispatch, 
Thursday, May 26 and June 2, 9 and 16, 2022.

Polis in Alamosa to sign major water bills into law
By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — Two significant 
bills directly addressing Colorado’s 
water issues — both sponsored by State 
Senator Cleave Simpson (R-District 35) 
— were signed by Governor Jared Polis 
(D) on Monday, May 23, in a ceremony 
at the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
District (RGWCD) in Alamosa.  

As has been reported, SB22-028, the 
“Groundwater Compact Compliance 
and Sustainability Fund,” will devote 
$60 million, split evenly between the 
Rio Grande and Republican River 
Basins, to purchase well permits and 
retire irrigated acreage. 

In addition to ensuring compliance 
with the long-standing Rio Grande 
Compact amongst Colorado, New 
Mexico and Texas, the funding will 
provide unprecedented support to 
RGWCD’s ongoing, intensive efforts 
in sustainably managing the San 
Luis Valley’s aquifers and preserving 
agriculture into the future.  

Funding for the legislation was made 
available through the American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA).

Gov. Polis started the signing 
ceremony with strong praise for Sen. 
Simpson’s “leadership on water issues” 
in the legislature. He went on to cite the 
process that got the legislation passed.

“Water doesn’t care if you’re 
Republican or Democrat,” Polis 
said. “The passage of this bi-partisan 
legislation is the result of bottom-up 
work from Senator Simpson and 
[State] Senator [Jerry] Sonnenberg (R) 
working jointly with the Department 
of Agriculture and Department of 
Natural Resources to make this critical 
investment possible.” 

Simpson opened his comments by 
saying, “This is my first bill signing,” 
an acknowledgement that drew a warm 
laugh from those in attendance. “This 
was a monumental task, and it took 
quite an effort. The bill went through 
five committees, two readings on the 
floor of the senate, and one on the floor 
of the house, and there wasn’t a single 
‘no’ vote. This bill will help us move 
forward. It’s not a hand-out; we’ve 
been working on this for years. But it’s 
coming at a crucial time as we struggle 
with water issues.”

He closed by thanking everyone for 
their collaboration.

Department of Natural Resources 
Executive Director Dan Gibbs expressed 
his gratitude to the sponsors of the bill and 
Polis for his support, saying it was “huge 
for the area.” He spoke of the drought, 
which has caused “unprecedented 
stress and threatened the livelihoods 
— and agriculture as a whole — in 
communities around the state,” while 
also acknowledging the “hard-earned 
progress” of people in the Rio Grande 
and Republican River basins. “The 
state stands by local leadership,” he 
said, “and I look forward to partnering 
in the future.”

Kate Greenberg, Commissioner of 
the Department of Agriculture, closed 
the official comments by thanking Sen. 
Simpson, SLV Water Conservancy 
District Manager Heather Dutton, 
Sen. Sonnenberg, and Conejos Water 
Conservancy District Manager Nathan 
Coombs for their partnership in getting 
the legislation passed.

Greenberg touted the legislation 
for accomplishing what has been the 
goal all along: providing “voluntary, 
compensatory solutions” to water 
issues. “[The San Luis Valley] is the 
place where we will look to leadership 
on the best way to move forward with 
water challenges facing agricultural 
communities in the state.”

With that, Gov. Polis signed SB22-
028 into law. 

That signing was followed by a 
signing ceremony for the second piece of 
legislation: HB 22-1316, The Colorado 
Water Conservation Board Construction 
Fund Project. 

“There are so many good projects in 
this bill, totaling just over $17 million,” 
Polis said, “with funding for weather 
modification, incentives to reduce water 
consumption” and many others.

Simpson, who sponsored HB 1316 
as well, said, “People may think this 
is a routine bill for Colorado Water 
Conservation Board projects, but this 
bill is anything but routine. My main 
motivation for running for office was 
related to water. I’d set a goal of $100 
million in my mind, and this, plus [SB22-
028], is a big step forward.”

Another bicameral, bi-partisan 

victory, HB22-1316 devotes funding 
to a myriad of projects addressing 
Colorado’s water issues, with allocation 
from the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board (CWCB) Construction Fund to 
the CWCB, or the division of water 
resources in the department of natural 
resources for much needed projects. 

Specifically, funding will be allocated 
to nine areas. 

The bill will support continuation 
of the satellite monitoring system, 
including renovation of existing gauging 
stations; replacement of outdated 
collection platforms; lysimeter support, 
data collection, and maintenance; 
upgrading of transmission components 
of the satellite monitoring system 
established and operated pursuant to 
section 37-80-102 (10), C.R.S.; stream 
gauge flood hardening projects; and 
data collection efforts related to flood 
forecasting and warning.

Funding will be allocated to support 
continuation of the weather modification 
permitting program, which assists 
water conservation districts, water 
conservancy districts, and other water 
providers with the development of cloud-
seeding programs which provide benefits 
to recreation, streams, and reservoirs 
through snowpack enhancement.

The bill paves the way to fund 
continuation of technical assistance for 
federal cost-share programs, such as 
assisting applicants seeking competitive 
grants from federal water infrastructure, 
quality, and delivery programs. 
Examples include the USDA’s regional 
conservation partnership program, the 
Colorado River Basin salinity control 
program, and the Gunnison selenium 
management program.

When it comes to water issues, 
litigation is always a consideration. 
HB22-1316 allocates funding to assist 
in addressing legal issues associated 
with compact compliance or any other 
litigation activities.

The bill also provides support for the 
Colorado Mesonet Project, created to 
collect vital data related to temperature 
and precipitation, and the Water 
Forecasting Project, which includes 
development of new ground and aerial 
remote sensing data and equipment and 
hydrologic modeling. 

Funding will also be allocated to 
support the upper Colorado River 
Commission’s modeling and data 
analyses, comprehensive dam safety 
evaluations on existing dams that 
have a potential consideration for 
enlargement, the Platte River Recovery 
Implementation Program, which will 
support restoration of native and 
endangered species, and continued 
efforts in incentives for sustainably 
managing the Republican River.

Finally, there will be grant funding 
available for projects that assist in 
implementing the state water plan.

Polis signed 1316 into law to another 

round of applause. 
“I’m a little overwhelmed,” Simpson 

said. “And I’m so honored to represent 
District 35, especially the San Luis 
Valley.”

Gov. Polis made several stops in the 
San Luis Valley, including the CSU SLV 
Area Extension and Del Norte. Look for 
more stories about Polis in the Valley in 
next week’s issue.
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Date of Notice: May 4, 2022

NOTICE OF CHANGE IN TARIFFS ON LESS THAN 30-DAYS’ NOTICE
Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos Energy”)
1555 Blake Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

You are hereby notified that Atmos Energy has filed with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission of the State of 
Colorado (“PUC”), in compliance with the Public Utilities Law, an application for permission to file certain changes in 
tariffs, affecting all residential, commercial, interruptible and other consumers in its Colorado divisions to become effective 
June 1, 2022, if the application is granted by the PUC.The purpose for this filing is to change rates by revising the Compa-
ny’s existing gas cost adjustment tariff to reflect changes in the rates charged Atmos Energy by its suppliers for natural gas 
purchases. The present and proposed natural gas rates are as follows:

Class of Service by Division Present Rates Proposed Rates1 Percentage Change
 Total Volumetric Total Volumetric
North Colorado*

Residential $0.94725 $1.27312 34%
Small Commercial, Commercial 0.82040 1.14627 40%
Irrigation 0.73618 1.06205 44%
Transportation 0.15568 0.15700 1%

 Average Monthly Bill Projected Average Percentage Change
  Monthly Bill
North Colorado*

Residential  $71.03 $91.23 28%
Small Commercial, Commercial  340.93 464.44  36%
Irrigation  291.93 400.77 37%
 
 Prior Year’s Peak Projected Peak Percentage Change
 Month Bill Month Bill
North Colorado*

Residential $135.44 $177.81 31%
Small Commercial, Commercial 669.91 924.09 38%
Irrigation 1,459.57 1,861.05 28%
*Notification Published in our North Rate Area Newspaper

The proposed and present rates and tariffs are available for examination at the business office of Atmos Energy 
Corporation located at 1555 Blake Street, Suite 400, Denver, Colorado, or at the Public Utilities Commission at 1560 
Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado, 80202.

Anyone who desires may either file written objection or seek to intervene as a party in this filing. If you only wish 
to object to the proposed action, you may file a written objection with the Commission. The filing of a written objection 
by itself will not allow you to participate as a party in any proceeding on the proposed action. If you wish to participate 
as a party in this matter, you must file written intervention documents under the Commission’s rules.

Anyone who desires to file written objection or written intervention documents to the proposed action shall file 
them with the PUC, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado, 80202 at least one day before the proposed effective 
date.

Members of the public may attend any hearing and may make a statement under oath about the proposed change 
whether or not a written objection or request to intervene has been filed.

Atmos Energy Corporation
Colorado-Kansas Division
By: Kathleen R. Ocanas

Vice President, Rates & Regulatory

some moisture last week, but drought 
conditions continue to worsen 
throughout the area.

As of May 8, the snowpack in 
Colorado was 60 percent measured 
as percent of median snowfall, up 5 
percentage points from the previous 
week. The Southwest and San 
Luis Valley were 3 and 11 percent, 
respectively.

Stored feed supplies were rated 15 
percent very short, 24 percent short, 
and 61 percent adequate. Sheep death 
loss was 70 percent average and 30 
percent light. Cattle death loss was 
79 percent average and 21 percent 
light, USDA reported.

The changing conditions helped to 
add to the local snowpack, however, 
drought conditions persist throughout 
the San Luis Valley, raising concerns 
about water shortages and wildfires.

A wildfire broke out recently near 
the Visitor’s Center for Great Sand 
Dunes National Park. The area has 
received rain and snow throughout 
the park and the Medano Pass areas 
during this storm.

Medano Creek has been low this 
year, however, the recent snow should 
alleviate this situation somewhat as it 
melts. The lower sections of Medano 
Pass received 2 to 5 inches of snow, 
rendering the pass difficult driving 
until the snow melts.

STORM
Continued from Page 1A

joined Jim Ehrlich, executive 
director of the Colorado Potato 
Administrative Committee, in 
Monte Vista to celebrate the 
achievement. 

“Mexico is a huge market for 
agriculture,” Polis said. “Up until 
now, we’ve been left out of reaching 
those markets. This agreement has 
changed all that.” 

The National Potato Council 
states that the U.S. exported $60 
million of fresh potatoes to Mexico 
in 2021. According to Polis, opening 
up all of Mexico to U.S. grown 
potatoes could result in a possible 
increase of $190 million export 
value increase — or $250 million 
each year — in the next five years, 
a figure that Polis suggested was 
conservative. That equates to a 
four-fold increase in the amount 
of potatoes exported south over 
current levels. 

Locally, the expansion will have 
a significant impact. 

“We shipped 1.22 million cwt. of 
potatoes to Mexico from our 20-21 
crop. That represents $17 million in 
their market,” Ehrlich said.

Polis touched on the effort put 
into the agreement by Colorado’s 
Depar tment  o f  Agr icu l tu re , 
including a trip where he and 
Greenberg travelled to Mexico to 
meet with officials and officials 
from Mexico coming to Colorado 
to observe productions in the state. 

Undersecretary Moffitt echoed 
Polis, saying that “the San Luis 
Valley showcased to Mexico what 
American production is all about.”

She added that standard healthy 
farming practices in the Valley, like 
crop rotation, were discussed.

“Their observation of production 
has given full confidence to Mexico. 
Growers here are some of the 
best in the world. You produce a 
high-quality product, and we will 
only ship the best product south,” 
Moffitt said.

Polis added that Mexico President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
recognizes the importance of 
establishing a “western hemisphere 
supply chain,” the value of which 

has become even more apparent in 
recent years.

“We reached an endurable 
agreement,” Polis said.

Until recently, the U.S. exported 
potatoes to Mexico but they were 
limited to a 22-mile stretch along 
the border. Anything further than 
that was prohibited, with the reason 
going back more than a decade.

Twenty years ago, the United 
States entered an agreement with 
Mexico to open trade with the 
import of avocadoes from Mexico 
in exchange for exporting potatoes 
from the U.S. However, while the 
import of avocadoes increased, 
potatoes from the U.S. were unable 
to make it across the border, largely 
due to resistance from growers in 
Mexico protecting their market. 

In 2011, Mexico finally opened up 
to importing potatoes, but limited 
delivery to a zone of about 20 miles 
that ran the length of the border. That 
led to a wave of legal cases filed by 
growers’ organizations in Mexico 

trying to protect their domestic 
production and prevent competition 
from importers.

Those cases finally made it to 
Mexico’s Supreme Court in 2018. 

Three years later, in March of 
2021, the court issued their ruling, 
rejecting the cases filed by Mexican 
producers and granting full access by 
U.S. potato growers to all of Mexico.

Polis praised the assistance of 
numerous officials in helping make 
the agreement possible, including 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack. 

After heralding the agreement as 
being important to potato growers 
in the Valley, Ehrlich made special 
mention of the efforts Colorado 
U.S. Senator Michael Bennet made 
in opening Mexico’s markets to 
Colorado potato growers. 

In closing, Polis acknowledged 
that most view Idaho as the number 
one potato grower in the U.S.

“Watch out, Idaho, here we 
come,” he said.

POTATOES Continued from Page 1A

p.m., officers executed a search warrant 
on the residence of Munoz based upon 
the arrest and confidential information 
that led officers to believe Munoz was 
dealing narcotics out of his residence 
behind Center Schools.

Officers seized 410 grams (nearly a 
half kilo) of methamphetamines, .222 
grams of heroin and an additional 60 
grams of fentanyl (nearly 700 pills 
combined) during the search of the 
residence.

“This is a significant seizure, especially 
with the lethality of such small amounts 
of fentanyl,” Meek said.

Munoz was charged with the 
additional charges from the search 
warrant of:

• unlawful distribution, manufacturing, 
dispensing, sale or possession 
(methamphetamines) a drug felony 
first-degree offense.

• unlawful distribution, manufacturing, 
dispensing, sale or possession (heroin) a 
drug felony first-degree offense.

• unlawful distribution, manufacturing, 
dispensing, sale or possession (fentanyl) 

a drug felony first-degree offense.
Munoz was initially given a $100,000 

bond but it was reduced to $25,000 after 
he appeared in Saguache County court. 
The original trafficking charges from 
May 21 also were given a $25,000 bond 
in Rio Grande County. 

“We are continuing to follow up 
on the sources of these narcotics 
that Munoz was selling,” Meek said. 
“I want to commend our officers. 
They were out in force with the 
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
on an operation targeting bad driving 
when the original traffic stop was 
conducted. The officers did an 
excellent job identifying the signs 
of narcotics trafficking. They were 
persistent at gathering the necessary 
evidence for the arrest, the subsequent 
search warrant and gathering more 
evidence for additional charges. I 
am confident they will continue to 
make our town safer whether it is 
targeting reckless driving, enforcing 
laws against violence or attacking the 
narcotics problem in the area.”

DRUGS Continued from Page 1A
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Taste of Creede has fun on the menu this weekend
By lyndsie ferrell

CREEDE — Memorial Day weekend 
is almost here and with it comes a variety 
of activities spread out across the San 
Luis Valley. Everything from grand 
openings to day-long events are gracing 
the calendars in almost every community 
and Creede is pulling out all the stops for 
its annual Taste of Creede event.  

Artists from all over the country gather 
in the small mountain town to show off 
their skills to the crowds attending as 
they meander along Main Street. Artists 
use all different mediums and genres to 
display art along the street.

Shops along Main Street have dusted 
off their welcome mats and opened their 
doors in preparation for the weekend, 
which is sure to be fun for the entire family.  

This long-time area favorite began 
when local artist Steven Quiller decided 
that what Creede needed was an event 
that highlighted local artists and delicious 
food. Thirty-four years later and this 
festival has become a way to set the 
table for summer. The festival may look 
slightly different than in previous years 
but according to sources, it is sure to be 
a great time for the entire family. 

The event will start on Saturday, May 
28, with live music provided by Rally 
Round and Caldera, children’s activities, 
craft vendors, and some food tastings 
throughout the day. The Silver Chef 
Competition is also scheduled to take 
place and this event is one of the main 
reasons guests come to Creede.

Local chefs gather on Main Street 
to show off their culinary skills and 
vie for the top spot in the competition. 
Each chef is given specific ingredients 
and is asked to create delectable dishes 
for the judges. Food and ingredients are 
generously donated by Shamrock Foods 
and the Monte Vista Co-Op.

This year’s honored guest artist is 
Suzanne Reed Fine. She grew up in 
Del Norte and received early training at 
the high school there and Adams State 

University. She is well known for her 
contemporary and colorful approach 
to the figure, landscape, and abstract 
work at times with social commentary. 
She became a signature member of the 
American Watercolor Society, in 2018 
one of only 500 painters throughout the 
world with the status. She has received 
top awards in the Columbus Artist 
Guild, Southern Watercolor Society, 
National Watercolor Society, Georgia 
Watercolor Society, Watercolor Society 
of Alabama, amongst others. Articles 
on her and her work have been in 
Watercolor Artist Magazine, Voyage 
Atlanta Magazine, Ledger Enquirer, 

Southwest Art Magazine, and the Del 
Norte Prospector.

Local author Cindy Harris will be 
reading and signing her new book “Shine 
On the One I Love” at 11 a.m. at Basham 
Park on Saturday, May 28. The book 
will be available to purchase and have 
it signed following the presentation. 

A picture book for early learners, 
“Shine On the One I Love,” is the story 
of a mother who watches her daughter 
grow into a beautiful young lady as their 
military family travels the countryside 
and discovers the luminous wonders 
of the moon and a variety of trees. The 
mother sings “I See The Moon” by 

Meredith Wilson, changing the lyrics to 
fit their location in each place they travel.

Sunday will feature the Artist 
Quickdraw competition where featured 
artists line up along Main Street and 
have one hour to change their blank 
canvass into a work of art. The pieces 
are later auctioned off to those interested 
in buying a one-of-a-kind unique piece.

The weekend tops off with the annual 
Memorial Day remembrance ceremony 
in Basham Park on Monday at 11 a.m. 
Local Elks Lodge No. 506 honors 
veterans every year with patriotic songs 
sung by the Creede Choir. For more 
information, visit www.creede.com.
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MONTE VISTA — The Rio Grande Nation-
al Forest is implementing Stage 1 fire restrictions 
effective at 12:01a.m., on Friday, May 20. The 
persistent drought, and the lack of spring rains 
have led to the dry conditions that elevate fire 
danger in the San Luis and Upper Rio Grande 
Valley’s, RGNF officials stated.

“The relentless spring winds have accelerated 
the snow melt and drying process this year,” said 
Forest Supervisor Dan Dallas, of the Rio Grande 
National Forest. “With the increasingly dry 
conditions, unfavorable long-term forecast, and 
the beginning of the summer recreation season, 
we feel this is a prudent decision.”

Stage 1 fire restrictions prohibit:
• Igniting, building, maintaining, attending, or 

using a fire (including fires fueled by charcoal 
or briquettes) outside of a permanent metal or 
concrete fire pit or grate that the Forest Service 
has installed and maintained at its developed 
recreation sites (campgrounds and picnic areas). 
36 CFR § 261.52(a).

• Smoking, except in an enclosed vehicle or 
building, a developed recreation site, or while 
stopped in an area at least three feet in diameter 
that is barren or cleared of all flammable materi-
als. 36 CFR § 261.52(d).

• Operating a chainsaw without an effec-
tive and properly installed USDA- or Society 

of Automotive Engineers (SAE)- approved 
spark arrestor, a chemical pressurized fire 
extinguisher (with a minimum 8 oz. capacity 
and rating of 2A) kept with the operator, and 
a round point shovel with an overall length of 
at least 35 inches readily available for use. 36 
CFR § 261.52(j).

• Blasting, welding, or operating acetylene or 
other torch with open flame without being in a 
cleared area of at least 10 feet in diameter and 
keeping a chemical pressurized fire extinguisher 
(with a minimum 8 oz. capacity and rating of 
2A) with the operator. 36 CFR § 261.52(i).

• Using an explosive. This includes but is not 
limited to fuses, blasting caps, fireworks, rock-

ets, exploding targets, tracers, and incendiary 
ammunition. 36 CFR § 261.52(b).

As a reminder, the use of explosives and 
incendiary devices, including fireworks, are 
always prohibited on all federal lands.

Fire restrictions will be in place until further 
notice. In addition to criminal penalties, those 
found responsible for starting wildfires may also 
face restitution costs of suppressing the fire.

The San Luis Valley Field Office is also in 
Stage 1 fire restrictions on Bureau of Land 
Management lands in six San Luis Valley 
counties. For more information about BLM 
Colorado Fire restrictions visit BLM Colorado 
Fire Restrictions.

RGNF implements Stage 1 fire restrictions

BY MECHEL MEEK

CENTER — The Center com-
munity gathered Thursday, May 
12, to celebrate the opening of 
a state-of-the-art wastewater 
treatment plant with a ribbon 
cutting and tour of the facility.

This facility has been a long-
term project that has finally 
come to fruition. The facility is 
not finished, but it will be fully 
operational soon.

The ribbon cutting was fol-
lowed by a small lunch and a 
tour of the facility. This facil-
ity, according to officials, is the 
first of its type here in Colora-
do, and is using the latest tech-
nology to handle the wastewa-
ter needs of Center and the 
surrounding areas.

According to Moe Jones, who is 
on the Sanitation Board, “We’ve 
Got to clean up our environment 
and this is one great way to do 
it.”

The new facility can handle a 
greater amount of wastewater 
while functioning at a more ef-
ficient level.

This new facility comes as the 
addition of the North 90 acre-
age will be adding homes and 
businesses wastewater that will 
need treatment, as well as any 
future expansion in the town.

The ambitious $11.791 mil-
lion project was made possible 
through numerous grants by the 
USDA, DOLA and other enti-
ties.

The facility will be run by 
Town of Center employees 
when it is completed and is an 
example of what can be accom-
plished through the considerate 
and careful use of grant funding 
in rural communities, officials 
stated.

People toured Center’s new wastewater 
treatment plant on May 12.
Right: The Center wastewater treatment 
plant project was made possible through 
numerous grants by the USDA, DOLA and 
other entities.

Center celebrates opening 
of new wastewater plant

Photos by Mechel Meek
The Center community gathered Thursday, May 12, to celebrate the 
opening of a state-of-the-art wastewater treatment plant with a ribbon 
cutting and tour of the facility.

By John raWinski

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — A 
spring bird count was conducted on 
May 7 in Rio Grande County as part 
of a fundraiser called the Colorado 
Birding Challenge.

The Colorado Birding Challenge 
is a statewide effort and was created 
to provide an annual flow of funds 
to support specific bird conservation 
projects.

This year’s challenge funds will primarily support sagebrush habi-
tat restoration in the Gunnison Basin which hosts 87% of the world 
population of Gunnison Sage-Grouse, which is a Threatened spe-

cies. The current global population 
of Gunnison Sage-Grouse optimisti-
cally numbers 2,700 individuals. 

The team for Rio Grande County 
was called “A Matter of A Pinyon” 
and consisted of volunteer counters 
Lisa and John Rawinski, local biolo-
gist and field ornithologists.

Donors from across the San Luis 
Valley and elsewhere sponsored the 

team by pledging donations by the number of species found on count 
day or in a flat amount.

The count tallied a total of 112 
species for Rio Grande County. 
Best birds were Virginia’s Warbler, 
Cassin’s Finch, Black-necked Stilt, 
Peregrine Falcon, Forster’s Terns, 
Black Phoebe, Western Tanager, 
Black-headed Grosbeak, Long-billed 
Dowitcher, Canyon Wren, Mexican 
Mallard and Osprey. 

The team raised over $1,100 to-
ward habitat work for the Gunnison Sage-grouse. The team ranked 
seventh for donation amounts among more than 100 teams in the state.

“It was amazing to see the local Valley birders step forward to 
help in this important endeavor,” John Rawinski said. “It shows that 
people are committed to a healthy and sustainable environment for 
birds, even amidst the daunting challenges birds are facing. The 
fact that we are down 3 billion birds in the last 50 years in North 
America should be a wake-up call for all of us to better conserve the 
earth’s resources amidst the increasing challenges. I am very proud 
and grateful of those who stepped forward in this effort.”

Bird count helps raise 
funds for threatened 

bird species

Mountain Bluebird 

American Avocet

Black-necked Stilt
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“We had been wanting to try this 
place when we were visiting the 

area but it was always sooooo busy 
during the summer. So we waited 
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Now we see why it is busy! Friendly 
staff, good service and great food!”
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By Mechel Meek

CENTER — The theme for this 
year’s Fourth of July celebration in 
Center will be the Old West.

The celebration will be held on 
July 2, starting at 11 a.m. and con-
tinuing to fireworks held at dusk.

According to the Town of Cen-
ter, “Come join the Town of Center 
for a Wild Wild West Day of en-
tertainment.”

The festivities will begin with a 
water parade featuring water guns, 
and four different bands will be 
playing throughout the day.

People who wish to become 
vendors for the event are asked 
to contact Town Hall and Peggy 
Martinez will be organizing a 
Poker Run. To participate in the 
poker run, contact Martinez at 
719-850-0725.

Fourth of July celebrations 
announced for Center

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE COUNTY — Ac-
cording to an email from San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative 
to its customers, several people have 
been targeted with a phone scam that 
preys upon fears of electricity being 
turned off.

SLVREC stated, “A few members 
have reached out to let us know that 
they received a scam phone call say-
ing their electricity will be turned off 
due to non-payment. Please warn 
elderly friends and family members 
of these types of scams! When calling 

to discuss your account, SLVREC 
customer service reps will always 
verify service address, amount due, 
etc. before asking you to pay through 
our automated phone system, Smar-
tHub, or at a local bank branch. We 
will never get payment information 
from you! If you ever question if a 
phone call is legit, please call our 
customer service team.”

While the Town of Center has a 
utility company, residents of Center 
should also be aware of these types of 
scams. People can always call Town 
Hall directly to discuss their bill.

SLVREC warns of 
electricity phone scams
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ALAMOSA — Working at Jack’s 
Market and obsessed with high school 
basketball, Jessica Garcia passed up 
an early career opportunity to take a 
Certified Nurse Assistance (CNA) class 
because she wasn’t sure it would be a 
good fit for her.

Born in Kansas City, Mo., and later 
attending Del Norte Elementary and 
graduating from Center High School, 
she would never have dreamed of where 
she is today with her career.  Attending 
CSU Pueblo on a scholarship to become 
an athletic trainer, she broke her ankle 
playing soccer and ended up withdraw-
ing from school for a while.  

Like many college-aged students, she 
spent some time in a “self-discovery” 
mode while working jobs like waiting 
tables, a teacher assistant at Head Start, 
and road construction. 

As a single mom, the “being on the 
road” job was not going to be a good 
fit, so she finally started a CNA class, 
knowing there are a lot of job opportuni-
ties in the nursing profession. 

She got a job right away at Juniper 

Jessica Garcia, RN, BSN, CIC, 
Director of Nursing, SLV Health 
Med/Surg & ICU]

Jess Garcia — If you can dream it, you can become it
Village in Monte Vista. To this day, 
she is still so thankful for the staff and 
leadership who were supportive of her 
working, raising a child with the help 
of her parents, as well as continuing 
her education to become a Licensed 
Practical Nurse (LPN) and then a Reg-
istered Nurse (RN) at Trinidad State 
College at the Alamosa Campus. She 
graduated in 2012 and then pursued her 
online Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN) through the University of Texas, 
Arlington.  

Keeping her job at the long-term care 
center, she then joined the Rio Grande 
Hospital, working nights and weekends 
so she could spend days with her son. 
The staff at both Juniper and RGH 
were supportive of her educational 
endeavors. 

“This is one of the best qualities at 
San Luis Valley Health (SLVH), too, 
where the ‘grow your own’ and ‘em-
ployee education assistance’ are two 
excellent programs supporting health 
care staff who want to further their 
education and training,” Garcia said.

Because of her growing interest in 
working in an ICU, she cut back on her 
hours at Juniper and started part-time 
at SLVH’s Regional Medical Center 
in Alamosa in 2015. She really liked 
working there and the Emergency De-
partment at RGH, but still had the drive 
to further her education and diversify 
her work experience.

She became the Infection Prevention 
lead nurse at SLVH and then started a 
Certification in Infection Prevention and 
Control program. Living in Alamosa 
and working a job with regular busi-
ness hours suited her family lifestyle 
a lot better.

“Some days, being a mom is a 
tougher job than being a nurse,” she 
said with a laugh.

“My husband taught me how to ride 
a Harley and this was the time I started 
taking time for myself and my family a 
little more,” she said, as she acknowl-
edged she is a work-acholic.

Taking on this role, she did not fore-
see the ensuing COVID-19 pandemic, 
where clear communication and col-
laborating with community partners 

became part of the new routine. As 
the pandemic started to wind down, 
she found herself exploring other 
roles at SLVH along with the idea of 
returning to school to become a Nurse 
Practitioner. 

She got accepted into the school 
program but has put that on hold while 
she conquers her new title, Director of 
Nursing for the SLVH RMC’s Med/
Surg and ICU.

“I never planned on having this role, 

but somehow the universe guides you if 
you are listening to it,” said Garcia. “If 
you can dream it, you can become it.”

Garcia has taken care of an untold 
number of patients in the San Luis 
Valley and is appreciated by all who 
have been under her compassionate 
care or worked alongside this dedicated 
employee. During Nurse’s Week 2022, 
this is just one nurse highlight story out 
of many others. 
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21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’SPART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

05 Notices
Zoomerang VBS at Gateway Church 
May31-June 03 6:00-8:30 PM. All kid 
preschool – high school welcome! (5/25) 
GUN/KNIFE/COIN SHOW PAGOSA 
SPRINGS: Tables $60, Food Trucks $80. 
Archuleta County Fairgrounds. June 17-
19th. Mike (970)946-2841 (6/22)
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW FALL 
Price: Tell us the code «ELK17» and you 
will get $17/lb for Elk Grade A and $13/
lb for Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of Del 
Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 
If you believe in: the oneness of human-
ity, equality of men and women, elimina-
tion of prejudice, harmony of science and 
religion; contact BahaiFaithFriends@
gmail.com for Zoomlink Casual  conver-
sation, every Wednesday of the month at 
7:00 p.m.(5/18)
For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS AND ALCOHOLICS ANON-
YMOUS Please visit slvaa.org or call 
719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
The Upper Rio Grande School District 
is seeking applications for a Jr/Sr High 
School Principal.  Applicants must hold 
a current Colorado Principal license 
and previous experience as a Principal 
or Asst. Principal is preferred.  Appli-
cations may be obtained online at www.
urtigers.co.  Please submit your applica-
tion, resume, and cover letter to: Aaron 
Horrocks, Superintendent, ahorrocks@
urtigers.co, or call at 719-657-4040. (6/8)
Job Opening: OPENING OF NEW 
MEAL SITE –CRESTONE Area 
Agency on Aging (South-Central Colo-

rado Seniors, Inc.) is in need of a FOOD 
DELIVERY for the community of Crest-
one. This job is perfect for someone retired 
or just wanting to volunteer! Beginning at 
8 am for 2 - 3 hours per day, Mon., Wed., 
Fri. This position is responsible for Food 
Delivery to a Meal-Site Location one 
time per day. Ideal Candidates MUST 
have a clean driving record. Must be 
able to handle the responsibility and 
show stability and maturity to work 
independently.  Knowledge and experience 
with documentation. Background check 
required. Please call 719-589-4511 for 
Applications & job descriptions. Serious 
inquiries only. The Nutrition Program 
is administered by SLV Area Agency on 
Aging (South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc.). South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc. is a non-profit providing programs/
services to assist individuals 60+ in 
leading independent, meaningful, and 
dignified lives in their own homes and 
communities for as long as possible. 
South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc. is an 
EOE. Employment application MUST 
BE COMPLETED. (6/1)

South-Central Colorado Seniors, Inc. 
the Local Area Agency on Aging is 
looking for a Meal Server in Center. 
MUST HAVE training and experience 
in food preparation and nutrition. 
3 hours per day, Monday through 
Friday. This position is responsible for 
Food Preparation according to the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans and must be 
familiar with Colorado Retail Food Es-
tablishments Rules and Regulations and 
certification Food Safety and Handling. 
Ideal Candidates: Must maintain meal-site 
according to Food Safety Regulations and 
be prepared and ready for inspection by 

State Health Inspector at any time. Will 
prepare for food delivery; warming of 
food, thermometer calibrations, etc. Will 
safely serve meals to incoming consumers 
at the meal-site and clean the meal-site 
location to  Food Safety Inspection stan-
dards. South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc. is an EOE. Applications and Full 
Job Descriptions are available at South-
Central Colorado Seniors, Inc., 1116 3rd 

St. Alamosa CO or call 719-589-4511 for 
more information. (6/1)
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION- Job Vacancy #48-22 
Area Extension Agent 4-H Youth De-
velopment, San Luis Valley Area, Monte 
Vista, CO. Colorado State University 
and the San Luis Valley are hiring a 
4-H Youth Development Agent who 
is passionate about helping youth 

recognize their opportunities beyond 
high school, create goals, and achieve 
their dreams. This specific 4-H Youth 
Development Extension Agent position 
is a full-time position working with youth 
in the schools and the Juntos 4-H program 
throughout the San Luis Valley Area. A 
completed bachelor’s degree is required. 
Degree must be conferred in education, 
public health, social sciences, public re-

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

PUPPIES, 
PUPPIES, 
PUPPIES!!!
We’re about a week 

away from them 
meeting everyone, 
and they’re eating 

like crazy! We 
appreciate any puppy 
food and treats sent 
our way, photos on 
the website soon!

Found in Center on 5/18/22 at 
5th and Torres

Lost & Found!

Meet Snoopy. he’s a playful young Aus-
sie mix looking for his furever home. 

He’s about a year old and very energetic. 
Snoopy does well with most other dogs, 
and loves to go for walks/hikes. Please 

stop by and meet him today!

Ms. Armani is a new 
arrival with us and 
just wants a loving 

home. She’s a bit 
picky when it comes 

to her dog friends, 
but she seems open 
to trying. Armani is 

about 2 years old, 
and is a Heeler/Bor-
der Collie mix with 

lots of energy and 
love to give. Come 

meet her today!

Melly is what we 
believe to be a grey-
hound or lab mix, 
who wants to find a 
loving home. She’s 
about 8 months old 
and full of energy. 
She’s good with 
some other dogs, as 
long as they’re not 
rude to her first, so 
she needs a proper 
introduction. Are you 
her new family?
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DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin 719-398-3185

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

Valley Wide

Classifieds
lations, agricultural sciences, agricultural 
education, youth development or a closely 
related field. To view the job vacancy an-
nouncement and apply, click link: https://
jobs.colostate.edu/postings/104248. For 
full consideration, all materials must 
be RECEIVED no later than 11:59 
PM Mountain Time on Friday, June 
3, 2022. For questions regarding the 
job vacancy, responsibilities, and sal-
ary, please contact Robin Young at (970) 
264-5931 or robin.young@colostate.
edu We are committed to increasing the 
diversity of our staff and providing cultur-
ally responsive programs and services. 
Therefore, we encourage responses from 
people of all backgrounds and abilities. 
We invite you to review Colorado State 
University’s Principles of Community that 
guide our mission and vision of access, 
teaching, service, and engagement. CSU 
is an EO/EA/AA employer and conducts 
background checks on all final candidates. 
Saguche County, Colorado, is seeking 
to fill the position of Public Health Of-
fice Manager. Must have great phone 
skills, computer skills, knowledge of 
Google Documents, organized and be 
able to multitask. Spanish language skills 
helpful. All inquiries should be directed 
to: Mona Lovato, Public Health Director 
E-mail: mlovato@saguchecounty-co.gov 
Applicants must submit a job application. 
The job application is available online at 
saguachecounty, Colorado.gov/joboppor-
tunities Send applications to the following 
address no later than 3:00 p.m. on Mon-
day May 23, 2022. Faxed and emailed 
applications are accepted 719-655-2635 
or aquintana@saguchecounty-co.gov or 
mlovato@saguachecounty-co.gov. 
Bowen Community Church of Monte 
Vista, CO, is seeking a ¼ time Pastor. 
This Independent Christian Church seeks 
a Pastor to provide scripturally-based 
sermons, and other pastoral duties as time 
allows. For complete job description/ap-
plication email: forage1@gojade.org. or 
call 719-580-2562 (6/8)
The Northern Saguache Fire Protec-
tion District, a special taxing district, is 
accepting letters of interest for the posi-
tion of Administrative Secretary. This is 
a part time position that will be working 
with the District Fire Chief and District 
Board Members as a contract employee. 
The position is responsible for monthly 
accounting work and financial statement 
preparation, compliance with Colorado 
Sunshine Law, attendance at monthly 
meetings, preparation of agenda, meeting 
minutes, budgets and other administra-
tive duties as required. The successful 
candidate must be able to work indepen-
dently, using sound judgement in making 
decisions and maintaining confidentiality. 
High School diploma or equivalent and 
experience in governmental or special 
district accounting and bookkeeping is 
required. The ability to use QuickBooks, 
Excel, MSWord, the internet as well as the 
willingness to learn programs provided 
by the State for reporting and requesting 
funds is required. The applicant must 
provide an office area and necessary of-
fice equipment including computer with 
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Valley Wide Classifieds

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

access to internet and e-mail. Compensa-
tion will be determined by experience and 
qualifications. To apply send a letter of 
interest and resume including 3 references 
to PO Box 556, Saguache, CO. 81149. 
Drug testing and Background checks will 
be completed on final applicants. Position 
will be open until filled. EOE. (6/8)
Instructional coach needed at Del Norte 
Jr/Sr High School.  Candidate should 
be proficient in all areas of teaching and 
learning with an emphasis on professional 
practice and the teaching and learning 
cycle.   The coach will be responsible 
for consulting with and supporting the 
instructional teaching staff in using 
resources that impact student learning.  
The coach will provide support and 
professional learning to instructional 
staff needed. Applicants must have a 
bachelor’s degree or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain a Colorado Teaching 
License.  Please submit your applica-
tion, resume and cover letter to:  David 
Grabowski, Principal at dgrabowski@
urtigers.co or contact David at 719-657-
4020.Applications can be picked up at the 
District Office or online at: urtigers.co.
Elementary Teacher needed at Del Norte 
Elementary School.  We are seeking a 
hardworking and enthusiastic teaching 
professional to join our dynamic, vibrant 

and fun-loving team.  Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher and 
possess or be able to obtain a Colorado 
Teaching License.  Please submit your ap-
plication, resume and cover letter to: Amy 
Duda, Principal at aduda@urtigers.co or 
contact Amy at 719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picked up at the District Office 
or online at: urtigers.co. (5/25)
Farm Credit of Southern Colorado 
(FCSC) is seeking a Chattel Appraiser 
to join our team. The chosen candidate 
will be responsible for researching market 
data, completing inspections and prepar-
ing reports on chattel property in our 
Southern Colorado Territory. This posi-
tion is full time, working approximately 
40 hours a week, and is benefit eligible. 
The chosen candidate should expect 25% 
travel within our Southern Colorado Ter-
ritory.  Please visit aglending.com/careers 
for more information. EOE/M/F/D/V 
The Del Norte High School Athletic 
Department is currently seeking High 
School football assistant coaches for the 
2022 football season.  Applicants must 
be able to meet all CHSAA and District 
certification requirements for coaching.  If 
you are interested or have any questions, 
please email Richie Madrid, Athletic 
Director (rmadrid@urtigers.co) or Coach 
Henry Castillo (lcastillo@urtigers.co). 

Driveline is Hiring in our area. For more 
Information visit www. drivelineretail/
careers.com (6/25)        

10 Apartments
Del Norte Furnished 1-bedroom, 
1-bath, very nice Adults Only! NO 
Smoking, NO Pets. Utilities and Dish 
included. 700/Month, 700/Deposit. Call 
719-850-2738. (6/8)
Del Norte Unfurnished Large 2-bed-
room, 1-bath, very nice Adults Only! 
NO Smoking, NO Pets. Utilities and Dish 
included. 850/Month, 850/Deposit. Call 
719-850-2738. (6/8)

17 Real Estate For Sale
35.71 acres between Monte Vista and 
Alamosa on County Line Road, borders 
highway, good grass, easy access, power 
and ready to build on. Priced $109,000.  
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty Inc 719-873-1700. (5/25)
7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 GPM 
well water, 25 Shares of Rio Grande 
Canal, 3 decrees of good water rights out 
of Carnero Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe 
corral calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens & Com-
pany Realty Inc 719-580-0770. (5/25)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
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This block-party style farmers mar-
ket and live music event will cele-
brate its 2nd year in the town of Del 
Norte!

Where: Spruce Street and HWY 
160, next to Simple Foods & Carthers 
Roadhouse. 

When: Every Thursday from 2PM-
6PM, starting June 4 through Sep-
tember

Mercado Del Norte is a lively farm-
ers market event featuring fresh local 
vegetables and meat, coffee, soaps, 
CBD, art, jewelry, clothing, and 
more! The event will also feature live 
music from local musicians and larg-
er bands.

Mercado Del Norte 
Returns to Spruce 

Street for Summer 2022
The market has an EBT and Dou-

ble-Up Food Bucks for purchasing 
fresh produce.

Bring the whole family along to cel-
ebrate community, enjoy the summer 
vibes, and boogie down to some live 
tunes! Mercado is an inclusive event 
that welcomes folks from all back-
grounds, celebrating the diversity of 
all cultures, ethnicities, genders, and 
races.

Mercado Del Norte is also accept-
ing more vendor applications! Ven-
dors can apply online at SolMoun-
tainFarm.com/Mercado. Check us out 
on Facebook and our website, and see 
you at the Mercado!

Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earthknack.com for full class descriptions, dates and pricing

  INTO THE HEART 
OF THE BUFFALO 
American Bison Processing Class April 23 - 25 

Traditional Hide Tanning Methods April 28 - May 3

 Ancestral Fire Making Techniques May 7 

Natural Fibers Fantastic 1st offering May 13 - 15  
2nd offering  May 20 - 22  

Earth Centered Living  June 2-5

Paleo Bread Baking with Natural Leavening  
August 6-7

Survival Plants of the Rocky Mountain West  
August 11 - 12

2022

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

The Holy Moses 658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Come in and help us 
celebrate the start of our 

46th year in business! 
During the Taste of Creede
                    on Saturday.

Valley Wide

Classifieds
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, week-
days, weekends, evenings. 719-580-0033 
or 719-376-2593. (5/25) TFN  

24 Garage Sales
Moving Sale Sat May 28th 8am-? 39 
Pinon Circle  South Fork  Bar Stools, 
Dishes, Harley Davidson shirts & Leath-
ers, Cabin Bear Decor, Railroad & Doll 
Collection. Too much to list. (5/25)
Yard Sale in Monte Vista 444 Adams 
Street May 26th thru May 30th 9-2pm 
each day!

South Fork Friends 
Foundation Annual 

Community-Wide Yard Sale
Sat., June 11, 2022

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Over 30 locations

Maps available at South Fork 
Visitor Center 719-873-5512

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam at 
Cozy Glo LLC, 719-480-5047, Delivery 
Available. (6/22)

36 Miscellaneous 
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We Also 
Stock Solar Powered Refrigerators 
and Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety Store, 
9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719)852-0500 (5/25)
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent proof. 
8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Healdworks, 
Inc. – Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (05/27 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, Charge 
Controllers, and Batteries in Brand 
Names of Outback, Magnum, Aims, 
Rolls, and More. Custom Cables and 
PV Wire. Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 
Zapata Land for Sale 719-937-3850. 
3/30) 75 Gallon Gas Tank for Pickup or 
Truck, Wind Guard for Pickup or Truck 
Pickup tool box.  719-937-3850. (5/25)

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
2016 Bobcat T650 Skid Steer 74” Buck-
et with Teeth and Hardware 1695 Hours 
for $46,000 Enclosed cab Heat and Air 
conditioner. Call 719-754-2222. (5/18) 

43 Farm Products
Attention Farmers and Ranchers: Seal 
your leaking livestock tanks, ponds and res-
ervoirs with bentonite. Call 719-580-6652. 

50 Livestock
Pot belly piglets ready June 4. Reserve 
yours today! 719-849-8261.(5/25)

51 Boats and Equipment
18’Seaswirl open bow I/O Cobra w/
trailer $6,600 719-376-5639. (5/18)

65 Professional Services
FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mowing 
around homesteads and out buildings. 
Center, LaGarita Area. Call (715)699-
3703 (6/29)
LICENSED PLUMBER does all types 
of plumbing repairs and plumbing remod-
els at reasonable rates. Quick service. Call 
anytime, available weekends and eve-
nings. 719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
THE BLIND GUY window coverings. 
Free measuring, free estimates. Profes-
sional installation. Guaranteed lowest 
prices. Call Tony, 970-903-1403. 
RELIABLE CARPENTRY & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES - 40+ years-
experience in carpentry, painting, stucco, 
tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol 
free. Free Estimates 719-496-7630. (5/25)
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Your Real Estate 
Listings could reach 

over 18,000 
prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal 
and see the results.

Reserve space for a minimum 
of twelve (12) weeks for ...

............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Nice area to 
build with 
beautiful 
views! 1+ 
acres in 
Alpine Vista. 
$31,500 
MLS#786764

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great access with 101 feet 
of exposure just off of US 
Highway 160! This proper-
ty offers multiple options! 
It would work great for mo-
bile homes, developments, 
or a commercial building. 
All utilities are available, 
but would need to be tapped 
into. This is the perfect 
property for your next proj-
ect! Call to view! $175,500 
MLS#789021

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming country home and ranch! 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is locat-
ed on about 26 acres between Alamosa, 
and La Jara. The home offers baseboard 
heating, a fireplace, beautiful stainless 
steel appliances, and many built in ad-
ditions. Attached to the garage is a 1 
bedroom apartment with a newer refrig-
erator. There are additional out buildings 
and fencing on the property. Come and 
see this home if you are ready for some 
great country living! NEW PRICE! 
$399,900 MLS#790848

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful home on 2 acres of land just 
outside of city limits. This 4 bedroom, 3 
bath home offers so many great views of our 
local farming community and mountains. 
The home has just recently had the roof, 
stucco, windows/doors replaced, as well as 
all bathrooms being remodeled. The mag-
nificent yard is adorned with beautiful trees, 
and has a sandbox for children to enjoy while you are having summer BBQ’s on the 
back deck. Inside the home There is a fire place in the living room. The large master 
bed room has a beautiful bathroom with a large walk in shower. The cozy kitchen is a 
great place to make home cooked meals for your friends and family. Attached to the 
home is a 2 car garage with a one car detached garage as well. $595,000 MLS#791385

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

123 Acre Greenhouse farm! South of 
Monte Vista 48’ billboard on gunbarrel 
You can build 9 homes on this property 
with 3 domestic water wells 10,000 sq. 
feet of greenhouse Solar Water well per-
fect water Underground water to green-
houses 3 pressure tank system 36’x40’ 
insulated drying building Bedroom, 
huge safe, Blaze King Ultra Stove 8’ 
Chain Link fence around 2 acres Under-
ground water run to perfect home build-
ing site inside fence Ready to build your 
dream home! $549,000 MLS#792476

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$359,000 MLS#793404

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Just under 173 Acres with Stunning 
Views of the Sangre De Cristo Range 
and the San Luis Valley. Property is 
made up of 5 contiguous platted lots with 
BLM on north and east sides. Access is 
platted road to center of all lots. Some ar-
eas are heavily treed, with rock out-crop-
pings and pasture. Zoned Agricultural 
Ranching. No HOA, No Covenants. De-
sirable hunting in Unit 80. Secluded and 
quiet but just 20 minutes from town. Rare 
Find! $499,000 MLS#793574

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
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