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CPD, CFD to 
hold fundraiser 
for Monte Vista 

Fire victims
CENTER — In an email to the 

Center community, Center Police 
Department Police Chief Dale 
Meek asked for the community’s 
help to fundraise for the victims 
of the April 20 fire in Monte Vista.

Meek stated, “We will be 
holding a Fundraising Basketball 
game between Crimefighters and 
Hosedraggers. All proceeds will 
go to the Monte Vista victims of 
the recent fire. If we could get 
volunteers to run concessions, 
donations and refs that would be 
a big help.”

The date of the event will be 
Mother’s Day, May 8, with the 
time to be determined. The cost 
is $2 per ticket and CPD is asking 
that the community at large donate 
what they can.

For more information regarding 
this event, contact CPD

MV Cinco 
de Mayo 

Celebration is 
Thursday

MONTE VISTA  — The 
OptiMystics Citizens Action 
Network is hosting Monte Vista’s 
2022 Cinco de Mayo Celebration 
in downtown Monte Vista from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursday, May 5 
on 100 and 200 blocks of Adams 
Street, plus 2nd Avenue from 
Adams Street to the alley ways 
both east and west.

Nearly 40 vendors, food trucks 
and local organizations will be on 
hand all day. Lots of exciting things 
will be happening throughout 
the day including a live DJ, face 
painting, bounce houses, belly 
dancers, kids crafts and activities, 
food and drink and more.

Chamber holding 
ribbon cutting on 

May 6
MONTE VISTA — The Monte 

Vista Chamber of Commerce 
will be hosting a new business 
ribbon cutting at 10 a.m. on May 
6 for My Sister’s Pantry Spices & 
Seasonings, 210 North Broadway.

MVHS Class 
of 1972 seeking 

classmates
MONTE VISTA — The Monte 

Vista High School Class of 1972 will 
be having a class reunion on July 
22-23 and is trying to locate fellow 
classmates. Members of the MVHS 
Class of 1972 are asked to call 719-
852-5474 or email mvhspirates72@
yahoo.com, for more information.

Part 1 

By Mechel Meek

SAN LUIS VALLEY — With the advent of 
warmer temperatures comes an increase in people 
wanting to enjoy the outdoor activities available 
in the San Luis Valley, including hiking, boating, 
or other recreational activities in the backcountry 
areas.

According to the Alamosa Volunteer Search 
and Rescue (ASVAR), it is important to consider 
all safety aspects before hiking or planning a 
backcountry adventure.

ASVAR stated, “Planning a day or extended 
hike in the back country? If so, ensure that your 
preparation includes leaving a detailed trip plan 
with someone you trust. Someone that is not going 
on the trip. Why is this important? If unexpected 
events occur and you are in need of Search and 
Rescue, trip plans can significantly shorten 
response time and provide invaluable information 

to rescuers. Contrary to popular belief, emergency 
responders do not wait ‘24 Hours’ to start looking 
for missing persons. When you leave a trip plan with 
an expected estimated time of return SAR teams can 
respond as soon as it is clear you have missed your 
expected return and may need assistance. There 
are several popular hiking sites on the Internet that 
you can download a trip plan template. Get into 
the habit of filling it out or refreshing it each time 
you head into the back country. Send it to trusted 
friends and family and hike with the peace of mind 
that if something unexpected were to happen you 
have critical time saving information in the hands 

According to the Alamosa Volunteer Search 
and Rescue (ASVAR), it is important to 

consider all safety aspects before hiking or 
planning a backcountry adventure
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Hiking and backcountry tips that increase safety

Please see HIKING on Page 2A

By Mechel Meek

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
Saguache County Housing Authority 
is hosting a public outreach session for 
ideas regarding future development 
and to listen to public comment on 
the affordable housing planned at 250 
Gunnison Ave.

The meeting will be from 5 to 7 p.m. 

on May 17 at the Saguache County 
Road and Bridge meeting room, 305 
3rd St. in Saguache.

According to the Saguache County 
Housing Authority, “The Saguache 
County Housing Authority has 
been working to find the avenues 
to provide more affordable housing 
in Saguache and Saguache County. 

Through the Small Scale Housing 
Technical Assistance Program 
provided through the Colorado 
Housing and Finance Authority, 
Saguache County Housing Authority 
has developed a preliminary concept 
design for the property located 
at 250 Gunnison Ave., Saguache, 
CO 81149. The Saguache County 

Housing Authority would like to 
invite you to share your thoughts 
and concerns.”

The Saguache County Housing 
Authority is attempting to receive 
feedback from all community 
members regarding the preliminary 
design of the affordable housing at 
that location.

Saguache County seeks public input on 
future site for affordable housing

Photo by Mechel Meek

Dry and windy conditions are impacting all aspects of planting this year, not just in the San Luis Valley 
but throughout Colorado, according to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).

Drought, wind impacting 
agriculture across the state

By Mechel Meek

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Dry 
and windy conditions are impacting 
all aspects of planting this year, 
not just in the San Luis Valley but 
throughout Colorado, according 
to the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA).

Windy conditions, minimal 
moisture, and above average 
temperatures were seen across most 
of the State last week, according to 
the USDA Mountain Region Field 
Office of the National Agricultural 
Statistics Service.

According to the U.S. Drought 

Monitor, 89 percent of Colorado 
is under drought conditions, up 2 
percentage points from the previous 
week.

Forty-eight percent of Colorado 
i s  exper ienc ing  severe  to 
exceptional drought conditions, 
Please see DROUGHT on Page 2A

RGWCD 
Subdistrict 

No. 1 approves 
amended plan

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — The Board of 
Managers for Subdistrict No. 1 has 
voted unanimously to approve the 
amended Management Water Plan. 
Pending approval from the Board 
of Directors of Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District (RGWCD), 
the amended plan will be sent to 
Kevin Rein, state engineer for the 
Division of Water Resources and 
the state’s chief water guy with the 
power to approve or return the plan 
to RGWCD for more work.

“We needed to do this. Our plan 
recognizes the reality of climate 
change and allows us to react to it. 
We’re in the same predicament as 
Lake Mead. Twenty years ago, no 
one could predict the drought and 
climate when they set the levels. 
This plan allows us to address 
our farming needs in reaction to a 
changing climate,” said Subdistrict 
1 Board President Brian Brownell.

The amended Plan of Water 
Management is a game-changer — 
not just for farmers and ranchers but 
the local agricultural economy and 
lifeblood of the San Luis Valley. And 
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The last time we saw comet 
Halley was in 1986, and it won’t 
return until 2061, but it left a trail 
of debris in its path as it went 
around the Sun.

Earth intersects this debris at 
two different places during its 
orbit around the Sun, forming 
two separate meteor showers: 
the Orionids in October, and the 
Aquariids in May.

Comet dust smashes into Earth’s 
upper atmosphere at nearly 150,000 
mph. About half leave ionized gas 
trails that glow for several seconds 
to a few minutes creating meteor 
showers that are fun to watch.

The Eta Aquariids is visible pre-
dawn in the east southeast when 
the constellation Aquarius rises 
into the sky. They’re named after 
the star Eta Aquarii, which is one 
of the four stars that make up the Y 
shaped “water jar” asterism which 
is part of the constellation. 

Aquarius represents a man 
pouring water out of a jug. This is 
probably because in ancient times 
the rising of Aquarius coincided 
with the annual arrival of rain and 
floods in the Middle East.

Unfortunately, the Eta Aquariid 
meteors are primarily visible in the 
Southern hemisphere where they put 
on quite a display. They’re rarely 
seen above latitude 40 degrees 
north, but since we live at 37 
degrees, we’ll get to see some of 
them. The lack of northern visibility 
is due to Earth’s tilt at this time of 
year, which causes dawn to begin 

your night sky
By Darlene Danko

earlier the farther north you are. So, 
the meteors don’t have time to rise 
high enough to clear the horizon 
before sunrise.

What’s interesting about these 
meteors, and makes them worth 
watching, is that many of them will 
be “earth grazers.” These are bright 
long-lasting meteors that travel 
horizontally across the sky near 
the horizon. The only problem we 
might have, depending on where you 
live, is the mountains being in the 
way. But there will still be regular 
meteors shooting every which way 
across the sky. We will see between 
10 and 30 per hour. But you know 
how meteors are, you can see 5 in 
10 minutes, and then nothing for 
the next half hour.

The Eta Aquariids peak on the 
morning of May 6, with good 
displays also on the 5th and 7th. 
Sunrise is about 6 a.m., so you’ll 
have to get up by 4 a.m., and give 
yourself an hour to watch. Since the 
new moon was on April 30, the sky 
will still be dark for good viewing. 
Don’t forget to look low in the east 
southeast for the earth grazers!

Eta Aquariid 
Meteors

of people you can trust.”
Make sure to include the following 

important information in your trip 
plan — your planned route, who 
are your travel companions, what 
activities you will be doing such as 
hiking, rock climbing, or boating, 
what is your estimated start time, 
what is the estimated travel time, 
the estimated time of return, a 
description of what clothing will be 
worn by all people in your party, a list 
of gear that you will have, what type 

of communications you are carrying 
such as a cell phone, GPS, or other 
communication devices, how much 
food and water you are carrying, any 
medical needs or medication, and 
finally your vehicle make, model, 
color and license plate. While these 
precautions may seem like overkill, 
this information can shorten the 
time it takes search and rescue to 
locate you if something unexpected 
happens and can save your life or 
the life of another.

HIKING Continued from Page 1A

up 15 percentage points from the 
previous week.

Extreme drought conditions are 
affecting 4 percent of Colorado, 
unchanged from the previous week.

In northeastern and east central 
counties, a couple of small rain events 
helped crop conditions slightly, but 
overall conditions remained dry.

Strong winds continued, topping 
off around 50 mph toward the end 
of the week.

In the San Luis Valley, potato 
planting continues, and barley 
planting was almost complete 

throughout the Valley. The recent 
windy conditions and blowing dust 
hampered most planting operations.

As of May 1, the amount of 
snowpack in Colorado was 76 
percent, down 6 percentage points 
from the previous week with the 
San Luis Valley at 35 percent 
with the local higher temperatures 
contributing to snowmelt in the 
surrounding mountains.

The field reports indicated that 
19 percent of the potato crops were 
planted as of May 1, which is lower 
than the reported amount last year of 

26 percent and the five-year average 
of 24 percent.

Reports indicated that barley crops 
have been planted at 70 percent as 
of May 1, down from last year’s 
report of 80 percent and the five-year 
average of 83 percent.

The emergence rate of the barley 
crop stands at 25 percent as of May 
1, significantly lower than last year’s 
51 percent and the five-year average 
of 43 percent.

DROUGHT Continued from Page 1A

it is anything but a last-ditch effort in 
preventing the “inevitable shut off of 
wells,” a narrative Renewable Water 
Resources (RWR) has repeatedly 
promoted.

According to Marisa Fricke, 
Subdistrict  No. 1’s program 
manager, the amended Plan of Water 
Management is the culmination of 
work since 2018 including intense, 
detailed analysis, negotiation and 
discussion on the part of Subdistrict 
No. 1 farmers, ranchers, managers, 
water experts, engineers, economists, 
attorneys and staff.

“I know the Board of Managers 
and the constituents of sub district 
one have worked extremely hard 
and with a real sense of urgency 
on their amended plan of water 
management,” Cleave Simpson, 
Republican state senator and general 
manager of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District, told the 
Valley Courier. “The challenging 
climatic conditions have made 
creating sustainable aquifers in 
the Valley extremely difficult and 
burdensome.”

For those just  joining the 
conversation — the original Plan 
of Water Management, approved 
in 2011, established a required 
level of water to be achieved in the 
unconfined aquifer with a deadline 
of 2031.

Failure to reach the target level 
could potentially result in the 3,000 
wells that comprise the subdistrict 
being shut off by the state engineer 
until the water in the aquifer reaches 
the goal on its own.

At the time the original plan was 

crafted, both level and time to reach 
it seemed feasible and, over the years, 
resulted in a 30 percent reduction in 
water drawn from the aquifer.

But no one could predict that the 
drought, in its ninth or tenth year 
when the plan was written, would 
briefly abate for a few years and 
then hit with such a vengeance that 
all significant progress made up to 
2018 would be wiped out.

As Simpson notes, climatic 
conditions have played a major role.

The amended plan sets a new 
target deadline of twenty years from 
now. If approved, that provides not 
only sufficient time for the new 
plan to have the predicted impact 
but cements in the revolutionary 
“don’t take out more water than is 
put back in” approach to sustainably 
managing the aquifer well into the 
future.

As Fricke and others have noted, 
it is vital that the measures in the 
plan remain flexible in response to 
climatic conditions that are behaving 
in relatively unseen ways. As NOAA 
reported on April 25, La Niña — the 
weather pattern that brings drought 
to the western portion of the United 
States — could potentially go into 
a “rare third year.”

“The amended plan should have 
the effect of reducing drawdown 
from the aquifer by approximately 
30 percent, which is on top of the 
30 percent that has already been 
reduced,” Fricke says, adding that 
the drawdown may need to be more 
than that, depending upon what the 
climate does.

But, for now, growers and the 

board governing Subdistrict No. 
1 are adapting to the changing 
circumstances with their focus 
trained completely on how the 
aquifer is responding.

“We’re going to live within our 
means, and the aquifer will tell us 
what we need to do,” Fricke says.

Ultimately, how growers in the 
subdistrict move forward is up to 
Rein. Once the plan is submitted, a 
response can be expected soon.

But his office has not been left 
out of its planning, as confirmed by 
Simpson.

“I can’t predict how the State 
Engineer will respond, but the staff at 
the Division of Water Resources here 
in the Valley has been very engaged 
with the entire process,” he said.

At this point, one factor cannot 
be ignored.

Subdistrict No. 1 is years ahead 
of other water users outside of the 
Valley and in other parts of the 
state and country facing similar 
challenges. As has been reported, 
the plan was the first of its kind 
anywhere. Not only were the growers 
addressing sustainability in 2002 
when the word was not in the public 
discourse, they took steps that were 
unheard of at the time — including 
paying for water that they, and the 
generations that preceded them, had 
used for free.

As local farmer and rancher John 
Kretsinger recently told the Courier, 
“Those other water users outside of 
the Valley are 20 years behind and 
just now getting started. Can you 
imagine where we’d be if we had 
waited that long?”

RGWCD Continued from Page 1A
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oPinion & eDitorial

No matter where you are from, 
it seems that we are still somewhat 
identified by the events that occurred 
during the Civil War. The dividing lines 
during that conflict determined if you 
were a Yankee or a Southerner and that 
designation for people of a region seems 
to have held over even today.

Ol’ Dutch was born and raised in 
Kansas and, since Kansas eventually 
was admitted to the Union as a Free 
State, I guess that makes me a Yankee. 
And of course, Miss Trixie, ever the 
yellow rose of Texas, is a Southerner 
through and through. This may explain 
some of the conflicts we have from time 
to time since battle lines as real as Lee 
vs Grant are drawn in our house replete 
with cannon fire and rebel yells.

Since Ol’ Dutch is so even-tempered 
and easy to get along with, plus handsome 
and of a tender and sweet nature, I can 
calm Trixie down when she goes on the 
warpath. (Miss Trixie’s medical problem 
of eye-rolling would keep her out of any 
modern-day army. She really does need 
to get that checked out.)

When I first began to hang out with 
these Southern folks, I soon learned that 
there are some things they do that are 
not really found in the more northern 
climes. And chief among Southern 
traditions is their food. Not only is it 
tasty but it is served in amounts that 
can feed anything from a harvest crew 
to an entire church social. Those people 
know how to cook.

However, there is one thing that 
Ol’ Dutch can’t seem to get used to: 
Sweetea. Now you may think that 
should be two separate words as in, 
Sweet Tea but the difference between 
those two is as far apart as the politics 
that almost split the Union in half.

I will never forget the first time I 
went out to eat in the South and ordered 
iced tea. When the nice little girl sat it 
down on my table Ol’ Dutch took a big 
old swig and about gagged. It was so 
sweet it was just short of Karo Syrup 
consistency. Tea to these folks is always 
served as sweet as you can get it. And it’s 
hard to find it any other way, actually. 
Doing a little research, I learned that 
they add copious amounts of sugar to 
boiling water so that the sugar will stay 
in suspension better.

It’s kind of like hummingbird feeder 
water in that regard and I can tell you 
one thing, after a glass of that sugary 
concoction a person gets the jitters so 

Editor,
People sometimes think that 

rural or regional hospitals suffer 
in comparison to the larger, 
general hospitals. They see a lack 
of specialists — diagnosticians 
and surgeons — in life-and-death 
health events such as snake bite or 
heart attack. They may also have 
the perception that the quality of 
care at rural or regional hospitals is 
inferior to that at larger hospitals. 
Here’s evidence the first problem 
may be true but not necessarily 
the second.

Last Feb. 1, just before midnight, 
my wife suddenly experienced 
searing pain across her shoulders 
and back. It was a five-minute drive 
from our house in Del Norte to the 
Rio Grande Hospital emergency 
room, where the physician on 
call, Dr. Clifford Robins, quickly 
diagnosed aortic dissection and 
put her on medication to reduce 
her blood pressure. That alone 
probably saved her life.

Aortic dissection is when the 
layers of the artery wall begin to 
tear apart. It is a prelude to rupture 
of the aorta, which is usually 
lethal. Surgery is essential, the 

sooner the better. Every hour that 
aortic dissection is left without 
intervention, the chances of death 
increase three percent.

Normally at Rio Grande Hospital, 
Jan would have been put on a medevac 
helicopter and flown to Colorado 
Springs Memorial Hospital, which 
has the closest cardiovascular 
surgeon. But the night of Feb. 1, 
as may be remembered, was the 
worst snowstorm of the season, not 
only across Colorado but across 
New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and 
Wyoming. The emergency-room 
personnel spent three hours trying 
to find anyone who would fly Jan 
to a large hospital in any of those 
states, with no luck. Finally, they 
contacted South Fork Ambulance, 
who, amazingly, agreed to drive her 
to Colorado Springs. It was 4 a.m. 
and snow was falling heavily the 
whole route. La Veta Pass got 16 
inches that night. Colorado Springs 
itself got 22 inches.

The ambulance arrived. Members 
of the crew, Jed Pilant and Lucas 
Slade, were friendly, unassuming, 
and efficient. Without hesitation, 
the emergency-room nurse, RN 
Kelli Overall, agreed that she 

should ride in the ambulance to 
attend Jan the whole way. And 
they were off into the night, thick 
with snow.

To cut the story short, it took 
them about five hours to get to 
Colorado Springs. An operation-
room assistant told me that the snow 
was so bad he barely was able to 
get to the hospital, and he lives in 
Colorado Springs.

Open-heart surgery proceeded 
shortly, and currently Jan is almost 
fully recovered. So, the point of 
the story could be her miraculous 
survival. The surgeon said he 
didn’t know how she lasted the 
ambulance ride. But another point 
of the story is that she survived 
because of local expertise and 
decisions on the part of people with 
the South Fork Ambulance and the 
Rio Grande Hospital. I can’t thank 
them enough.

Regional or rural health care 
has its challenges, for sure — 
funding, breadth of expertise, low 
pay. But one of its problems is 
not the knowledge, dedication, or 
professionalism of its staff.

Rich Haswell

Del Norte

By charlotte leDonne

The American public has again 
ranked nurses as the professionals 
with the highest honesty and ethical 
standards, according to a Gallup 
poll released in December, 2021. 
The annual poll marks the 20th 
consecutive year that nurses have 
been ranked the most trusted out 
of a wide spectrum of professions, 
including medical doctors and 
police officers.  The trust Americans 
have in nurses is due to their holistic 
approach to providing high-quality, 
patient-centered care to individuals, 
families, and communities.

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
placed a spotlight on nurses, 
reinforcing the critical contributions 
they make to our health care 
system, while also highlighting the 
devastating impact it has had on 
their mental health and well-being.

The American Nurses Association 
is celebrating the month of May as 
National Nurses Month with the 

theme “Nurses Make a Difference” 
to honor the varying roles of nurses 
and their positive 
impact on our lives. 
Nurses make a 
difference 
as trusted 
advocates 
who ensure 

individuals, 
f a m i l i e s ,  a n d 
p o p u l a t i o n s 
r e c e i v e  q u a l i t y 
patient care and services. 
Nurses make a difference by 
influencing and shaping health 
policy decisions that ensure all 
Americans have access to high-
quality, affordable health care 
coverage.

“I want to congratulate every 
nurse across the nation for earning 
this well-deserved recognition,” 
said ANA President Ernest Grant, 
PHD, RN, FAAN. “The fact that 

this is the 20th year in a row that 
the American public has voted 
nurses #1 is a testament to your 
consistent professionalism, despite 

the challenges of the persistent 
pandemic.  We are all indebted 

t o  y o u 
and  w i l l 
continue to 

acknowledge  and 
honor your courage, 

c o m m i t m e n t ,  a n d 
expertise during the 

COVID-19 pandemic and 
well beyond.”

Thank a Nurse! National Nurses 
Week is May 2-8. Nurses in the 
San Luis Valley community work 
hard to provide you with the best 
possible health care. Give them a 
big smile and a heartfelt Thank You.   

For more information, contact 
Charlotte Ledonne, RN at SLV 
Area Health Education Center, 
719-589-4977.

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Yankee in the South

bad you soon resemble a hummingbird 
flitting around the room yourself.

Just last week we were at Miss 
Trixie’s aunt’s house and she served 
Ol’ Dutch a nice cold glass of — you 
guessed it — Sweetea. This prompted 
me to Google about boiling water and 
sugar and I came up with the following 
facts.

It seems that if you boil water before 
you add the sugar a person is able to 
get about seven pounds of sugar into a 
gallon of water. And from what I have 
tasted that’s about the proportion used 
anywhere south of the Mason Dixon 
line. And honestly, I would not doubt 
that the old gals who make this stuff 
probably just put in the whole 10-pound 
bag of sugar so that the ants don’t get 
in the remaining three pounds while 
stored in the cabinet.

It’s so bad I do not doubt that one 
of the main contentious ideas that the 
North and South fought over was the 
use of Sweetea in all things southern.

And maybe, just maybe the cavities 
caused by said syrupy slurpy brown 
liquid is what sent southerner Doc 
Holliday over the edge and turned 
him from a doting young dentist into 
a hard-core killer of men.

Like booze before it, trust me, if 
drunk in enough quantities Sweetea will 
latch onto your eternal soul and feed 
the demons of carbohydrate cravings 
and expanding waistline pants to your 
eventual demise.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com

Thankful for South Fork 
Ambulance, RG Hospital

Thank a nurse during 
National Nurses Week
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suBMitteD article

SAGUACHE — San Luis Valley 
Colcha Embroidery will open on 
Saturday, May 7, at The Range in 
Saguache. The exhibition brings together 
artwork on loan from artists, families, 
and museums across Colorado and New 
Mexico. There will be a reception in 
honor of the artists at 1 p.m. on Saturday, 

Tina Valdez, The Vega, 1976. Colcha embroidery. Courtesy of Sangré 
de Cristo Heritage Center.

Special Colcha Embroidery exhibition coming to Valley
May 7, during Saguache’s Cinco de 
Mayo Fiesta.

Colcha embroidery is practiced in 
the San Luis Valley as a traditional art 
informed by Spanish Colonial culture 
with Indigenous and Anglo-American 
influences. Colcha embroidery artworks 
from the region often illustrate personal 
histories and local landscapes, capturing 

complex memories of the Valley. 
Periodic efforts to pass on the tradition 
through workshops have created a 
dynamic conversation around colcha 
embroidery in Southern Colorado, with 
influential connections to communities 
in Northern New Mexico, where the art 
form originated in the early 19th Century.

Many contemporary San Luis Valley 
colcha embroidery artists respond to 
changing technologies and cultural 
trends, integrating available materials 
that embody the textures of their era. 
Some artists in the exhibition use hand 
woven sabanilla cloths and plant dyed 
thread made from Navajo-Churro 
sheep wool, long used to create textiles 
in the region. The colcha embroidery 
technique employs a single needle and 
thread, laying long stitches secured to 
cloth with tacking stitches. The term 
colcha refers to the Spanish word for bed 
covering. It is common in the historical 
and the modern San Luis Valley style to 
fill the entire surface of the fabric with 
embroidery.

Groups including Artes del Valle 
Cooperative, the Ladies Sewing Circle 
of San Luis, and Saguache Colcha 
Embroiderers operated in the 1970’s and 
80’s, providing instruction and support 
for dozens of artists across the Valley, 
and influencing family and friends to 
take up the art practice. One such artist 
is Josephine Lobato from San Luis, 
who after decades working in colcha 
embroidery was named a National 
Endowment for the Arts National 
Heritage Fellow in 2019. Today colcha 
embroiderers meet monthly in San Luis, 
coordinated by artist Marcella Pacheco. 
Artists Patsy Garcia and Delores Worley 
of Saguache continue to share stories of 
working with their group more than 40 
years ago, offering vivid insight into 
one of the most treasured arts in the 
community.

Donna Madrid Hernandez of San Luis 
reflects on how the colcha embroidery 
tradition in her town influences her, 
writing that “it makes me happy, relaxes 
me, and takes me back to when I was 
a child, thinking of my grandmother’s 
friends and how they spent time doing 
colcha embroidery. All the buildings 
and churches now in frames make 
my heart sing because I was a part of 

those structures. I look at Las Posadas 
(an artwork by Josephine Lobato) and 
think about how for nine days before 
Christmas we would go out each night 
and ask for posada, a place for the Virgin 
Mary to rest. Walking house to house in 
the snow and the cold, I just can’t explain 
the beauty and the memory that has 
forever impacted my life. I love doing 
colcha embroidery and have so many 
more projects to do.”

San Luis Valley Colcha Embroidery 
will feature over 60 artists.

In conjunction with San Luis Valley 
Colcha Embroidery, temporary photo 
murals by Edica Pacha celebrating San 

Luis colcha embroiderers will be on 
display in Alamosa. These murals are 
hosted by Ef’s Restaurant on Highway 
285 and the A & J Solar building next 
to Zapata Park.

These murals will be on view through 
the summer of 2022.

San Luis Valley Colcha Embroidery 
will be on view from May 7 to June 19 
at 307 4th St. in Downtown Saguache at 
The Range gallery. There will be open 
hours during the exhibition on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sundays 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Ring the bell or call 646-734-1373, 
to visit the exhibition outside of these 
hours.

Photos by The Range

Sostena Sandoval Cleven, El Rancho Grande, 1978. Colcha embroidery. 
Courtesy of Sangré de Cristo Heritage Center. 
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At one time or another, all of us 
have experienced a setback or endured 
a significant loss. Maybe that’s where 
you are today; perhaps you’ve lost a 
job, a relationship, or even someone or 
something you love. 

If so, I want to encourage you with 
Matthew 5:4. Jesus says, “Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they will be 
comforted” (NIV).

I used to think this was odd. I 
wondered, How can we be blessed if 
we are mourning? Then God helped 
me understand that our times of pain 
are actually perfect opportunities 
to receive and experience His 
supernatural comfort.

In fact, having a problem is one of 
the best places to begin again. Why? 
Because God’s comfort goes far 
beyond any ordinary kind of comfort. 
He is the only One who can carry 
you through the pain and help you 
to actually become a better, more 
powerful person than you were before.

With God’s help, we can look at our 
pain as an opportunity. I believe we 
can have an attitude that says, “This 
may be tough right now, but I will 
never give up. I’m really hurting, but 
I’m going to bounce back!”

Decide to Drive the Bus
I remember a conversation I had 

with a woman who told me, “Joyce, 
life has just thrown me under the bus.” 
Almost without thinking, I responded, 
“My life used to be the same way, but 
I decided to drive the bus.” 

I wasn’t trying to be flippant or 
insensitive to her hardship—I wanted 
to help her. So I explained that when 
things go wrong, the enemy wants us 
to spend the rest of our lives under the 
bus, feeling sorry for ourselves. But 
God’s plan is for us to bounce back, 
get in the driver’s seat, then go pick 
up other hurting people who are under 
the bus.

I’m not saying we shouldn’t grieve 
after a loss or tragedy, but we just 

don’t want to get stuck there.
From the Pit to the Palace
Just look at the life of Joseph in 

Genesis chapters 37 – 50. As a young 
man, Joseph had great dreams for his 
life. But his older brothers hated him 
and sold him into slavery, and he was 
taken to Egypt. But Joseph refused to 
give up. He found great favor with his 
master, Potiphar, and was eventually 
put in charge of his entire household. 

Years later, when Joseph was falsely 
accused of trying to seduce Potiphar’s 
wife, he was thrown in jail. But he still 
didn’t give up. And when the time was 
right, the Lord eventually gave Joseph 
an opportunity to interpret a dream for 
Pharaoh, who then promoted him to be 
the highest official in Egypt! 

Joseph literally went from the pit to 
the palace. And when a famine struck 
the land, the Lord used Joseph to save 
his family and the entire house of 
Israel. 

Romans 8:28 says, “We know that 
in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.” 
When we refuse to give up, the greatest 
tragedy of our life can actually turn 
out to be one of the greatest blessings. 

Some of my greatest victories have 
come out of difficult times when I had 
to press through and seek God for His 
help and comfort. I’m grateful that 
I didn’t give up during those times 
because I wouldn’t have the privilege 
of helping people the way I do today.

I know it’s not easy, but I want you 
to see that your attitude and response 
to the problems you face can make all 
the difference for you and so many 
others. 

The Source of ALL Comfort
When you are hurting, run to God—

the “Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians 
1:3). Spend time in His Word, talk to 
Him in prayer, and choose to worship 
Him even when you don’t feel like it.

The Greatest Comfort in 
the Midst of Life’s Storms

The Lord will often use others to 
comfort us. But even those people 
who are extremely close to us cannot 
give us everything we need all the 
time. When we expect others to do for 
us what only God can do, we have our 
expectations in the wrong place, and 
we will be disappointed. However, the 
Bible says those who put their hope in 
the Lord will never be disappointed 
(Isaiah 49:23). 

Psalm 34:18 says, “The Lord is 
close to the brokenhearted….” He sees 
every hurt, every injustice, and every 
disappointment. If we let Him, He will 
take the bad things that happen and 
work them out for our good.

Be determined to never, ever give 
up on God. He’s the only One who 
can take your pain and turn it into a 
blessing in every storm in your life.

For more on this topic, order 
Joyce’s four-teaching CD series Nine 
Attitudes That Keep You Happy. You 
can also contact us to receive our free 
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 135 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and THE POWER OF THANK 
YOU (FaithWords). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.
org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — Barely more than 
a week after petitions to recall 12th 
Judicial District Attorney Alonzo 
Payne were handed out to people 
gathering signatures, Alamosa City 
Manager Heather Brooks reports that, 
as of Friday, 1,072 individuals in the 
San Luis Valley had signed.

According to Brooks, more than 
60 petitions were being circulated for 
signatures with one packet already 
returned as complete. One packet has 
space for 80 signatures.

“We have a hard count of 1,072 
signatures, but we haven’t heard back 
from 20 circulators, whom I know 
have gotten signatures,” Brooks said.

Brooks reported that petitions 
were being circulated in Alamosa, 
Rio Grande, Costilla and Conejos 
counties, including the towns of 
Alamosa, Moffat, Center, Monte 
Vista, Del Norte, Saguache, Antonito, 
Mosca and Crestone.

“We feel that this is a very good 
start considering the petitions were 
first handed out Wednesday, April 20, 
just a week ago,” she said.

In March, Alamosa City Council 

Campaign to recall 
District Attorney hits 

ground running
passed an ordinance allowing the 
expenditure of up to $10,000 for 
participation in the recall campaign. 
When asked how much money had 
been spent Brooks said the city had 
used approximately $2,450.18 of the 
funds authorized by council.

Included in that approximate sum 
was $460 spent on items including 
“petition printing, upcoming utility 
stuffers, lanyards, registered voter lists, 
etc.” The remaining funds from the 
$2,450.18 have been spent on “staff 
tracking their time spent on the effort.”

Brooks emphasized that the figures 
are just approximate, at this point, and 
include “placeholders” where actual 
expenditures have yet to be made.

Those involved in the recall 
campaign have until June 17 to submit 
petitions with a minimum of 4,000 
signatures.

Brooks says the goal is to collect 
6,000 signatures by May 23.

Anyone with questions about 
the funding or the recall campaign 
efforts should either go to the city’s 
webpage at https://cityofalamosa.
org/da-concerns/ or contact the City 
of Alamosa, for further information.

Sgt. Martinez Memorial Scholarship Run and Golf Tournament May 28
staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — The 12th 
annual 5K Run/Walk and Veterans Golf 
Tournament will be held at the Monte 
Vista Golf Course on Saturday, May 28. 
All proceeds benefit the Sgt. Glen E. 
Martinez Memorial Scholarship Fund, 
in which $1,000 scholarships will be 
awarded to a senior boy and senior girl 
of Monte Vista High School.

The 5K run/walk will begin on 
Saturday, May 28 at 7 a.m. at the 
Monte Vista Golf Course and will 
include breakfast, t-shirt and ribbons 
(eight different age groups). Cost is 
$20 pre-registration or $25 day of the 
event. Deadline for mail-in registration 
and online registration is May 25. Send 
mail-in registration to P.O. Box 181, 
Monte Vista, CO 81144 and register 
online at www.glenmartinez.org. For 
more information, call Ron or Carol at 
719-850-3758 or 719-849-1830.

The Veterans Golf Tournament 
will begin on Saturday, May 28 at 10 
a.m., shotgun start at the Monte Vista 
Golf Course. It will be a 4-man team 
scramble, 18 holes and will cost $180 
per team. The tournament is limited to 
18 teams. The cost is $45 for singles; 

they will be grouped up. The cost 
includes golf cart (limited to 18 carts), 
team entry fee, complementary range 
balls, and a gift certificate for first and 
second place teams and lunch after 
the golf tournament. To sign up or for 
more information, call Michelle or 
Grace at the Monte Vista Pro-shop, 
719-628-0130.

Martinez was a Sgt. in the United 
States Marine Corps when he and three 
other Marines were killed in action 
on May 2, 2008, while on a combat 
mission. The Humvee they were riding 
in hit a roadside bomb in the Al Anbar 
Province of Iraq.

Martinez knew the value of education 
and the value of physical fitness. 
Growing up in Monte Vista, he 
participated in nearly every sport 
available including football, wrestling 
and baseball. He played in the band 
and was an excellent student. He was 
quarterback for the Pirate football team 
for three years and competed four years 
on the state wrestling team and played 
baseball all four years. Glen chose to 
play baseball for Ottawa University 
in Ottawa, Kan. on an academic and 
baseball scholarship where he earned 

his bachelor’s in mathematics.
He subsequently earned a surveying 

degree from Westwood College and 
was going to work on his Master’s 
in Hydro-Engineering at Boulder, 
Colorado University, when he made 
his decision to join the Marine Corps.

Living in Boulder, he explained, 
“he got tired of hearing people cutting 
down his country,” so he decided to 
do something positive. He could have 
gone directly into officer candidate 
school but chose to start at the bottom 
like all the other recruits. Should he go 

on to command, Sgt. Martinez said, he 
wanted to have hands-on experience 
rather than classroom philosophy.

“I want those I command to know 
that I have been where they are,” he 
said in an interview just after basic 
training. He was ready for whatever 
came. After a childhood filled with 
the challenge of athletic competition, 
staying in peak physical shape was 
second nature to him and he strongly 
supported the discipline and leadership 
skills learned on the mat, football field, 
baseball diamond and the school room.
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Saguache County Public Health is seeking sealed bids for the following:

12 x 16 shed with the following: 
8 ft side walls 
6ft double steel doors 
Floor insulation
Hang sheetrock 
Floor to ceiling shelfing 3 feet in depth on two walls
Shingle roof

Bids need to be mailed or delivered to the Saguache County Administration Office-PO 
Box 100-Saguache, CO  81149.
The envelope MUST be sealed and say Public Health Shed Bid DO NOT OPEN.

Bids must be returned by May 9th at 3:00 p.m.

No. 1634 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, April 28 and May 5, 2022.

Saguache County Government is accepting bids for a 60’x26’ equipment shop in the Town 
of Sargents.  This shop will be used to house Road and Bridge equipment with a monolithic 
5000 PSI concrete pad.  

For specific specifications of the building please contact Wendi Maez at wmaez@saguache-
county-co.gov or Randy Arredondo at rarredondo@saguachecounty-co.gov.  

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Road and Bridge Sargents shop” written 
on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.  Bids must include proof of 
liability and proof of workers compensation insurance coverage.

Bids must be submitted to Saguache County Administration, 505 3rd Street, or PO Box 100, 
Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by Thursday, May 12, 2022 at 3pm. 
For further information you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231 or Randy Arredon-
do at 719-655-2554. 
No. 1635 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, April 28 and May 5 and 12, 2022.

staff rePort

CRESTONE — Bones found 
April 25 near Crestone were 
positively identified as human, 
according to the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office (SCSO).

According to the sheriff ’s 
department, the remains had been 
scattered by family members who 
could not get to the North Crestone 
Trailhead due to the time of the year. 
An investigation was launched into 
the burned bones due to the way 
they were scattered along the side 
of the road.

“It was not the intent of the 
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office, 
Saguache County Coroner’s Office 
or Colorado Bureau of Investigation 
evidence team to disturb the final 
resting place,” according to sheriff’s 
office. “The Saguache County 
Sheriff is saddened that the final 
resting place of the deceased was 

disturbed.”
The county coroner was working 

with the family to return the remains.
The sheriff’s office said while 

they respect the ability of families 
to scatter ashes of loved ones in 
places that the family and friends of 
the deceased hold special to them, 
they request that ashes be placed in 
areas that are not noticeable to the 
traveling public.

A tip was received by the SCSO 
about 5:30 p.m. on April 25 about 
possible human bones being found 
along the road near the forest 
service gate to North Crestone 
Campground, also known as 
Saguache County Road 71.

In their original announcement, 
the SCSO said that “it is not believed 
that the bones are of Suzanne 
Morphew or Kristal Reisinger,” 
two people who are still missing 
in the region.

Bones found near Crestone 
identified as human

Colorado Congreso de 
Acequias is May 21

SAN LUIS — The Sangre de Cristo 
Acequia Association’s 10th Annual 
Colorado Congreso de Acequias is 
on Saturday, May 21. 

Acequia irrigators and their families 
are encouraged to attend but all are 
welcome. 

Congreso will be held in San Luis at 
Centennial School in San Luis from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and will include coffee, 
snacks, and lunch. 

The event is free to attend and 
activities will be provided for children 

over 3 years of age.
The event will focus on land water 

rights opportunities for today and 
engaging the next generation. 

An election will be held for the 
Sangre de Cristo Acequia Association 
Board of Directors during lunch.

Organizers are asking people with 
digitized historic or sentimental 
photos of land, family or community, 
send them to sangredecristoacequia@
gmail.com to be shown during 
Congreso.

City of MV celebrating 
Arbor Day on May 12

MONTE VISTA — The City 
of Monte Vista Tree Board, and 
Colorado State Forest Service will be 
celebrating Arbor Day by planting a 

tree at 1 p.m. on May 12 at the Monte 
Vista Skate Park. The Skate Park is 
located on Highway 160 across from 
Marsh School.

Mountain Shoot Out 
entries due by June 3

CREEDE — The 2022 Mountain 
Shoot Out call for entries is now 
available on the Creede Arts Council 
website. The deadline for entry is 
June 3. The traditional Opening 
Reception will be on June 24 at 5 
p.m. at the Creede Visitors Center. 
The photographs will be displayed in 
the Visitor Center through Sept. 12. 

This year’s judge, John Gary 

Brown, will select first through 
third place awards and Honorable 
Mentions. Visitors can vote for their 
favorite photo, and the winner will 
receive the People’s Choice Award. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
and to download the call for 
entries, visit the Creede Arts  
Council website here: https://
creedeartscouncil.com.
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By shelly Martinez

SLV CAC Program Director
A C h i l d r e n ’s  A d v o c a c y 

C e n t e r  ( C A C )  i s  a  c h i l d -
focused, facility-based program 
in which representatives from 
many disciplines, including law 
enforcement, child protection, 
p rosecu t ion ,  menta l  hea l th , 
medical and victim advocacy, 
child advocacy, work together to 
conduct interviews and make team 
decisions about investigation.

The Children’s Advocacy Center 
of the San Luis Valley (SLV CAC) 
has been serving the community of 
the San Luis Valley since 2013. The 
services provided are to children 
ages 0-17 and their non-offending 
caregivers. Services are free and 
consists of family advocacy, 
forensic interviews and Sex Assault 
Nurse Examinations (SANE) and 
wellness exams.

Family advocacy is offered 
to the non-offending caregiver 
and family members. A Family 
Advocate provides support to the 
family from beginning to end of a 
case. Forensic interviews are for 
children who have experienced 
sexual abuse/ assault, severe abuse/
neglect and or have witnessed a 
crime.  Forensic interviews are 
neutral, unbiased and aimed at 
eliciting facts from children in 
a developmentally appropriate 
manner. There are currently three 
forensic interviewers and bilingual 
interviews are available. The Tu 
Casa, Inc. SANE program is also 
a key program that works within 

the SLV CAC service area. The 
program offers acute sexual assault 
examinations within four days of 
the assault and a wellness exam any 
time after the fourth day.

Referrals for forensic interviews 
and SANE services must be made 
by the Department of Social/Human 
services, Law Enforcement or the 
District Attorney’s Office. The 
number of interviews completed 
in 2013 was 20. The number of 
interviews completed in 2021 was 
102. The SLV CAC is located in 
Alamosa, CO, but provides services 
to all six counties in the SLV.

When utilized correctly a child 
will not have to tell the worst 
experience of his or her life over 
and over again, to doctors, law 
enforcement, lawyers, therapists, 
investigators and sometimes school 
personnel. Before the existence of 
the SLV CAC in the valley, children 
were asked to talk about their 
experience in a police station or other 
non-child friendly environment and 
could potentially believe they are in 
trouble. When law enforcement and/
or child protection believe a child is 
being abused, the child is referred 
to the CAC, a safe, neutral, child-
focused environment, and taken 
to the CAC by the non-offending 
caregiver or guardian.

The number of referrals received 
for services decreased significantly 
during the two years of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. Prior to 
the COVID-19, the SLV CAC was 
completing anywhere from 130 
interviews to 175 per year.

What is a Children’s 
Advocacy Center
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By Marie MccolM  

MONTE VISTA — Sargent 
School District Trustee Gina 
Mitchell was censured by the 
school board after an investigation 
found that she abused her power as 
a board member. 

The 3-0 vote came during the 
school board’s regular meeting on 
Monday, April 25. The meeting was 
held in the auditorium of the gym. 
There were at least 150 people in 
attendance at the meeting. Trustee 
Matthew Smartt voted “present” 
and said it was because he was not 
on the board when the complaints 
were filed.

Sargent School Board Trustee 
Michelle Peterson read the findings 
of an investigation conducted by 
Theresa Martinez aloud during the 
meeting and the board agreed they 
were true and correct.

Mitchell, who is the secretary 
of the board, did not agree with 
the findings.

“I know that by no means am I 
a perfect person,” Mitchell said. 
“However, I do want you to know 
that I respectfully disagree with 
the reports that have been released 
into a complaint. They do include a 
variety of misinformation. I do wish 
to continue working with the board. 
I know that the board is under a 
lot of stress and pressure related 
to my situation, and I will respect 
whatever decision they make. 
However, you should expect a 
challenge from me regarding those 
reports, as they are not accurate.”

Some parents and teachers 
publicly called for her immediate 
resignation and said they were 
willing to take legal action. 

Sargent teacher and coach Terry 
VanBibber spoke at the meeting 
after submitting a copy of a letter 
dated April of 2021, and a copy of 
a new letter that had been written, 
to each board member dated April 
2022. VanBibber said he was at the 
meeting to submit the letter and 
to share the feelings and opinions 
of most of the staff at the school.

Sargent teachers and staff sat 
together  during the meeting 
wear ing shi r t s  pr in ted  wi th 
“Sargent Strong.”

VanBibber spoke plainly and 
called out Trustee Mitchell by 
name. 

“We proudly stand together as 
a work family, and we are tired 
of seeing each other mistreated, 
bullied, and abused by one board 
member Ms. Gina Mitchell,” he 
said.

VanBibber reminded everyone 
that this had been going on for more 
than a year and they were not going 
to be quiet any longer. 

“Another year has passed, and 
these concerns have not been 
resolved, but rather have grown 
significantly,” he said.

VanBibber added that it was 
time to take a stand against the 
constant bullying, harassment and 
blackmailing done by Mitchell and 
her husband, Clay Mitchell.

VanBibber said staff had tried 
to resolve this in numerous ways 
in the past, including mediation, 
meetings, emails and phone calls. 
VanBibber said the constant 
mistreatment by the Mitchells had 
been kept secret and allowed to 
continue.

“We will no longer keep this a 

secret,” VanBibber said. “We will 
no longer be directed to keep quiet. 
We will take a stand and protect 
our school, for the sake of all our 
students and our families, or we will 
be left with no school to protect.”

VanBibber cited several instances 
in which Mitchell had abused her 
power as a board member — 
from entering the school and not 
checking in, to entering teachers’ 
classrooms without notice, to 
refusing to return a master key that 
was school property.

Pr io r  to  the  mee t ing ,  an 
attachment was given out along 
with the meeting’s regular agenda 
to teachers, students and parents. 
The attachment included the 
findings of investigations initiated 
by Mitchel l  and by Sargent 
Elementary School Principal Joni 
Hemmerling. There were two total 
investigations initiated.

Each investigation involved a 
third party, Martinez, conducting 
interviews with witnesses and 
filing a report with the school 
district that included a summary 
conclusion for each investigation.

Hemmerling’s grievance alleged 
that Mitchell abused her power as 
a board member, and in doing so 
created a hostile work environment, 
and that Mitchell over time had 
engaged in harassing behaviors 
which led Hemmerling to resign 
from her position as principal. The 
investigator found the allegations 
to be true.

“I find after interviewing all the 
witnesses involved that witness #1 
does single out the complainant 
multiple times, oversteps the 
boundaries of a board member 

acting individually directing her 
supervisor to take action against 
her, focuses upon the religious 
views and or associations of 
complainant and other staff , 
and inappropriately seeks for 
personal purposes, confidential 
employment information in regard 
to performance and medical 
issues,” Martinez wrote in the 
report under findings of fact.

M i t c h e l l ’ s  g r i e v a n c e 
investigation stemmed from a 
student requesting a prayer at a 
graduation ceremony. The witness 
in the investigation stated that 
since the student requested this, the 
witness believed that by denying 
the prayer, the student would be 
denied their right to freedom of 
speech. Two total grievances were 
filed by Mitchell, and as a result, 
the witness did seek legal advice 
to determine how to proceed in 
the future, when a student requests 
prayer.

“I do believe that it is not the 
intention for the staff to violate 
any freedom of religion, rather 
it has been tradition in the local 
community since the foundation of 
the school,” Martinez concluded. 
“If there was a violation in past 
grievances filed, I believe the 
behavior has been corrected to the 
best of their knowledge. I reviewed 
evidence regarding the training for 
staff that was done Jan. 22 as well 
as touring the school. The behavior 
has been corrected and there is 
an ongoing effort to educate the 
administration and staff in this 
area. All Bible references have 
been removed. I did not see any 
evidence of religion in the school.”

Mitchell stated there were several 
instances of religion creating a 
hostile working environment, but 
the conclusion of the investigation 
pointed out that Mitchell was not 
an employee of the district, and, 
that there were no records of 
complaints by actual employees 
of the district.

The attachment included other 
allegations made by Mitchell 
toward the school, regarding racism 
and nepotism. These allegations 
were also found to be nonfactual 
by the investigator.

“I have concluded that I cannot 
find any evidence to prove racism 
other than the complainant’s 
description of conversations,” 
Martinez wrote in the report. “I 
found no official complaints, 
documentation from individuals, 
nor any other witnesses that can 
corroborate the allegations.”

The Sargent School District 
Board said that it may take more 
action against Mitchell and if it 
did this would be made public at 
a future meeting. 

The full report is available on 
the Sargent School District website 
at www.sargent.k12.co.us/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/Agenda-
policies-investigation.pdf.

Sargent School Trustee Mitchell censured by board

Subscribe Online!
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

For all of your annual and perennial bedding plants and a wide variety of vegetables 719-628-0135 

3507 US Hwy 285 N

Monte Vista Open Wednesday- Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. • Sunday 12-4 p.m. • Closed Monday and Tuesday

By Marie MccolM 

MONTE VISTA — Seventeen-
year-old Marissa Martinez is excited 
that her Monte Vista High School sci-
ence project has gone so far.

“I started my science project last 
July, and honestly, I wasn’t really into 
environmental stuff, until my teacher 
Ms. (Loree) Harvey dragged me out 
and said, ‘Let’s go do science’ and I 
was like OK,” said Marissa, who is 
a junior at MVHS. “The first project 
I ever did though with science was 
my sophomore year. I did something 
with eggs, and my science teacher 
Ms. Harvey took me to a hatchery, 
and the guy donated eggs to me and I 
did really well with this project. With 
the project that I did my sophomore 
year, I was also able to intern with the 
Bureau of Land Management. During 
the summer, the BLM said we have all 
these issues here with our wildlife in 
one area, and I was like OK, I can turn 
this into a Science Fair project. I took 
this project to regionals and took first 
place in my category. I also got ISEF 
recognition, which is huge.” 

The International Science and En-
gineering Fair (ISEF) is the world’s 
largest international pre-college sci-
ence competition. The fair is held in 
May every year and began in 1950. 
The fair is directed by the Society for 
Science. Each year, the fair awards 
tuition grants, internships, and grand 

prizes of $50,000 and $75,000 in col-
lege scholarships. Martinez took first 
place in Environmental Sciences, as an 
ISEF finalist at the Colorado Science 
and Engineering Fair.

“When they announced I was a final-
ist for ISEF. I was like wow, I really did 
this,” Marissa said. “I looked around at 
all the other projects, and there were 
projects on cancer, and just like all 
these other intense topics, so when I 
looked at my project, I really couldn’t 
believe they chose mine as a finalist. 
Then when they announced that the 
finalists of this award would also go 
to Atlanta in May, I was just stunned.”

The title of her project is “A Habitat 
Assessment Protocol to Determine 
Suitability for Southwestern Willow 
Flycatcher Occupancy in the Northern 
Rio Grande Watershed.”

Marissa explained that she found her 
project interesting because it presents 
a problem and a solution. Martinez 
talked about all the extensive research 
she put in, adding that it was not an 
easy project to put together.

“It was a ton of data analysis, but 
I really had fun putting it together,” 
she said.

Marissa worked for hours on the 
project and was proud that her hard 
work paid off.

“It’s unbelievable to think I am going 
beyond state with this, I always thought 

Courtesy photo
Marissa Martinez will be taking her science project to nationals next 
month.

MVHS junior advances to 
International Science and 

Engineering Fair in Atlanta

Mineral County 4-H Club participates 
in Wolf Creek Ski Area School Program

Courtesy photo

By Mechel Meek 

SAGUACHE — Several Mountain 
Valley High School students and two 
Colorado University Boulder students 
partnered to investigate and discover 
the importance of the Earth’s air quality.

According to Mountain Valley 
School, “Each Student used CU Boul-
der’s manmade equipment (The Y-Pod) 
to conduct their experiments. The 

U-Pod can measure many different 
compounds in the air (particulate mat-
ter, volatile organic compounds, carbon 
dioxide and carbon monoxide, and 
more). Our bright ninth-grade students 
did their own investigations surround-
ing an air quality question to design an 
experiment.”

The Mountain Valley ninth-grade 
students posited different questions 

and then presented their findings. The 
scientific questions ranged throughout 
the air quality spectrum including 
comparing emissions from different 
vehicles, cigarette toxicity, bathroom 
cleaner toxicity, and comparing gasoline 
to diesel engines.

Some of the findings enabled the stu-
dents to perform practical experiments 
to test their hypotheses.

Courtesy of Mountain Valley School District
Students presenting findings.

Mountain Valley High School students 
present air quality experiments

By lynDsie ferrell 

SOUTH FORK — With summer just around 
the corner, the South Fork Friends Foundation 
(SFFF) recently announced some events that will 
be happening this year.

First off, on the morning of April 26, volunteers 
with SFFF and the Town of South Fork gathered 

at the South Fork Visitor Center for the first of five 
road clean up events between now and Memorial 
Day weekend. SFFF is partnering with CDOT 
on specific days to help clean up the highway 
and prepare for summer guests. Volunteers are 
always needed. Contact the visitor center for the 
next scheduled date.

As volunteers work to clean up South Fork, 
the SFFF is also preparing for its annual yard sale 
which has become one of the most anticipated 
events on the western end of the Valley. As the 
old adage goes, out with the old and in with the 
new, participating families gather all their non-
essential goods to turn it from their junk, into 

another’s treasure. This event will be held the 
first weekend in June. 

The yard sale coincides with the annual South 
Fork Town cleanup day and is an opportunity 
for people to clean out yards, garages, sheds and 
more. Not only will the town be collecting trash 

South Fork Friends Foundation sets dates for coming events

Please see EVENTS on Page 2

suBMitteD article

MINERAL COUNTY — The 
Mineral County 4-H Club par-
ticipated in Wolf Creek Ski Area’s 
School Program. This program 
offered all children enrolled in 
the 4-H Club a ski lift ticket, 
equipment rental and a skiing or 
snowboarding lesson — $20 for 
skiers or $40 for snowboarders. 
This program allows children the 
opportunity to see what skiing and 
snowboarding are about.

The Mineral County 4-H Club 
provided $20 for each child to 
participate. So, children skiing 
attended for free and children 
snowboarding attended for $20. 

The club traveled to Wolf Creek 
from Creede on April 8.

Attendees ranged from kids who 
had never skied before to those 
who took advantage of advanced 

lessons to improve their skills in 
skiing and snowboarding.

Fourth-grader JT Cook said, “I’ve 
skied before but today I learned how 
to ski faster and to ski backwards. 
My instructor was the best.”

Regardless of skill level, ev-
eryone had the opportunity to 
improve, and enjoy the experience 
during the 6 hours of beautiful 
weather and excellent conditions 
at Wolf Creek.

Please see MARTINEZ on Page 2
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970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 5/31/2022.

but the items that can be reused can 
be put into the yard sale. A map of all 
yard sale locations throughout town 
is provided to people looking to shop 
and the visitor center parking lot serves 
as a community yard sale for people 
who want to bring things to sell but 
do not reside in South Fork. People 
who want their addresses added to the 
map need to contact the visitor center 
at 719-873-5512.

The organization is also working to 
put together a Garden Club that would 
allow participants the chance to plant 
flowers and learn about gardening 
techniques at the visitor center. The 
club was supposed to start earlier 
this month but because of Colorado’s 
spring weather it was postponed to 
another date that will be announced as 
soon as the weather permits.

In addition to the events listed above, 
the South Fork Friends Foundation 
is also looking to add a few events 
this year, including an arts and crafts 
festival on July 20. Details about this 
event are still in the works but the date 
is set, and the event is moving forward. 

At the end of the summer, SFFF is 
hoping to add a Burro Stampede to the 
agenda in September. This event would 
bring burro racers to the area for one 
last showdown before the cooler tem-
peratures come crashing in. The event 
is scheduled for Sept. 3 with location 
and details to come. 

To stay up to date on the coming 
events, visit the South Fork Friends 
Foundation Facebook page or look 
for calendar events scheduled on the 
South Fork Visitor Center website at 
www.southfork.org.

EVENTS Continued from Page 1

state was it for me. I am still really 
shocked about it,” she said.

Marissa is a student of MVHS 
science teacher Loree Harvey. Har-
vey was recently named Teacher of 
the Year by the Monte Vista School 
District.

In 2019, Harvey was selected for 
the Society for Science and the Public 
2019-2020 Advocate Grant Program. 
The Advocate Grant Program helps 
encourage adult educators to men-
tor middle and high school students 
by helping them conduct scientific 
research and enter and compete in 
research competitions.

Marissa spoke highly of Harvey and 
said that without Harvey, she could not 
have gone this far.

“Ms. Harvey is so awesome,” Ma-
rissa said. “She has opened so many 
doors for me. I am proud of how far 

I have come. I really owe so much of 
this to her. She takes kids and shows 
them biology, she shows them science. 
Before Ms. Harvey helped me, I didn’t 
realize this was something I was even 
interested in, but after she took me out-
doors, I was like I am an outdoors kid, I 
really love this. This is my path. I want 
to do something with biology. I am 
thinking maybe zoology and wildlife. 
It is so neat to have Ms. Harvey as a 
mentor, and great friend. She is a really 
good role model and has influenced me 
so much. I didn’t start out wanting to 
do this, but now I definitely want to do 
this. I am really stoked about Atlanta. 
Even if I don’t win over there, just to 
go this far, yeah, it’s pretty awesome 
and amazing.”

The International Science and En-
gineering Fair (ISEF) is May 8-13 in 
Atlanta.

MARTINEZ Continued from Page 1
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earthknack.com for full class descriptions, dates and pricing

  INTO THE HEART 
OF THE BUFFALO 
American Bison Processing Class April 23 - 25 

Traditional Hide Tanning Methods April 28 - May 3

 Ancestral Fire Making Techniques May 7 

Natural Fibers Fantastic 1st offering May 13 - 15  
2nd offering  May 20 - 22  

Earth Centered Living  June 2-5

Paleo Bread Baking with Natural Leavening  
August 6-7

Survival Plants of the Rocky Mountain West  
August 11 - 12

2022

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

New Menu Items Coming!

“Wood fired 
pizza, pretty 

good!”
~Jorge R., Google Reviews

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Saturday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Land, Water and People
By gregg gooDlanD

May is National Wildfire Aware-
ness month. This fact alone should 
raise your eyebrows a little. Add to 
that the numerous Red Flag Warn-
ings issued by the National Weather 
Service for our area in the month of 
April and your eyes will get wider. 
Add to the mix, that just a short 150 
miles south of here our New Mexican 
neighbors are dealing with three very 
large wildfires and our eyebrows 
have probably reached their peak. 
The addition of this next collection 
of news may make your eyebrows 
cover your head. The Rocky Moun-
tain Geographic Area, in which we 
live, is predicted to have an above 
average Significant Wildland Fire 
Potential for May and June. Our 
long-term forecasters are predicting 
below normal precipitation and above 
normal temperatures for the same pe-
riod. Finally, the US Drought Monitor 
shows the bulk of our area in Severe 
Drought. If this hasn’t raised your 
eyebrows, nothing will. Mine are 
flapping in the wind. That’s right, the 
same wind that has caused yet another 
Red Flag Warning as I write this. 

It is with these predictions and un-
der these conditions that I sincerely 
hope our Weather Service, Predictive 
Services, and climatologist folks are 
all very wrong, but as specialists, they 
are likely correct. These extremely 
valuable specialists use numerous 
models to create the highly valuable 
tools, such as the above-mentioned 
products, that fire managers use to 
plan fire responses. I know the agen-
cies are working on their plans and 
closely monitoring the conditions and 
situation, both regionally and nation-
ally. But what are we, the non-agency 
people doing? 

The key here is planning. With local 
state and federal fire agencies already 
planning for what may come, I’d like 
to encourage everyone to begin your 
fire planning process immediately. 
As fires on the front range just a few 
months ago have illustrated, wildfires 
seem to be a bit different and reach-
ing areas we have previously thought 
to be at very low risk. My eyebrow 
just raised again. So, what do we do 
with that information? I mentioned it 
before. Plan and prepare. 

Each property owner should take 
a critical look at the fuels on their 
property. My definition of fuels is 
anything that can burn long enough 
to sustain heat or spread to other 
items that are also fuel. Vegetation 
is the most common fuel we speak 
of in wildland fires. But property 
owners need to consider that wooden 
fences can act as a wick that can 
bring a fire from their yard, directly 
to their buildings. Scrap lumber and 
stacked firewood in the wrong places 
can serve as a receptive fuel bed for 
embers that flew a long way. Your 
cars, boats, campers, and stuff-I’m-
savin’-under-the-tarp are all fuels too 
and once burning, can lead to the dire 
consequence of igniting your home.  
Make the changes now, when it is a 
no-stress time, because if you try to 
do this when the smoke is in the air, 
you’ll be no where near as effective 
with your efforts. Besides, when the 
smoke is in the air and your property 
is at risk of an advancing fire, your 
time would be better spent working 
on your evacuation. 

Since we are not all fire experts, 
there are numerous ways for property 
owners to get help in getting started 
in this what may seem a daunting 
task. Don’t worry, it isn’t. It just takes 
commitment. One of my favorites, the 
Ready, Set, Go program was launched 
by California’s premier firefighting 
agency, Cal Fire, many years ago and 

has help thousands of homeowners 
navigate the mountains of informa-
tion by dividing up the complex issue 
into three key elements. Get ready 
and Plan for the fire that is inevitably 
coming, Know what to do when it 
starts, and GO when the evacuation 
orders are issued. An easy to navigate 
website for the program is https://
www.readyforwildfire.org/.

Taking that critical evaluation of 
your property is a great first step. 
The Colorado State Forest Service 

has an excellent website: https://csfs.
colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation/
protect-your-home-property-from-
wildfire/. I recommend taking a look 
at that website and navigating to a 
few of the pages within. Another good 
resource is https://www.nfpa.org/
Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-
risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA. They 
have gotten a bit complex over the 
years, but the information is still great. 

If you want to reach out to a real 
person, many fire departments often 

provide a property review service. I 
am not sure of which departments 
here do that, but it might be worth a 
call. The bottom line is that there are 
resources out there that can help you 
understand what is needed, how to get 
there and possibly even help accom-
plish your goal. I urge every property 
owner, that has even the slightest risk 

of a home ignition from wildfire, to 
start the process of protecting your 
home now. t is never too soon. 

Gregg Goodland is the Public 

Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest. An avid outdoor 

enthusiast, you’ll find him enjoying 
all public lands as often as possible.

Wildfire preparedness should begin now
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Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

River Valley Inn Nursing Home
1335 Sixth Street • Del Norte, Colorado 81132 • 7 19-657-1105

RN’s $30.00 -$40.00 Hr
LPN’s $24.00-$32.00 Hr
CNA’s $14.50-$19.49 Hr

Night-Shift Differential $1.00 an Hr
Other Positions Available!!!

Please APPLY In-Person

Looking to Hire Nurses, CNA’S

05 Notices
Zoomerang VBS at Gateway 
Church May31-June 03 6:00-8:30 
PM. All kid preschool – high school 
welcome! (5/25) 

FREE Trees, Crabapple, Aspen, 
Cottonwood. 3’-6’. Saturday May 
7th 9-11AM. 219 Dunham St., Monte 
Vista. Bring A Shovel. (5/4)
GUN/KNIFE/COIN SHOW PA-
GOSA SPRINGS: Tables $60, 
Food Trucks $80. Archuleta Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. June 17-19th. 
Mike (970)946-2841 (6/22)

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)
If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and religion; 
contact BahaiFaithFriends@gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual  conversa-
tion, every Wednesday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m.(5/18)
For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Economic Development Services 
Director: The Upper Rio Grande 

Economic Development (URGED) 
is seeking proposals from firms/
individual consultants interested, 
experienced and knowledgeable in 
providing Economic Development 
Services under a Professional Ser-
vices Agreement. The deadline for 
submittal of responses is May 13, 
2022. For more information and a 
full copy of the RFP, contact Linda 
Robinson – officemgr@urg- ed.com. 
Or visit www.urg-ed.com (5/11)

The Upper Rio Grande School District 
has received a grant for a K-12 school 
counselor - the first year is 1/2 time, 
then full-time for the next 3 years, 
starting in the 2022/2023 school year.  
Applicants must have a Master’s De-
gree or higher and possess or be able to 
obtain an appropriate Colorado school 
counselor license.  Please submit your 
application, resume, and cover letter 
to: Amy Duda, DNES Principal at 
aduda@urtigers.co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050; or to David Grabowski, 

DN Jr/Sr High Principal at dgrabows-
ki@urtigers.co or contact David at 
719-657-4020.  Applications for certi-
fied staff positions can be picked up at 
the District Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (5/11)

Help Wanted: Contact: Larry 
Brown SLV Area Extension Direc-
tor PO Box 30, Monte Vista, CO 
81144L.Brown@colostate.edu 719-
852-7381 CSU Extension. SLV Area 
and Conejos County are hiring a 
part time, 4-H Youth Program Co-
ordinator. We deliver community 
education which fosters healthy 
youth and families, prosperous 
farms, ranches and businesses, and 
strong, resilient, proud communi-
ties. You will be the link between 
SLV Area Extension Agents and 
Conejos County youth and Families 
in delivering 4-H, in-school and 
after school Extension educational 
programs. This is a 9-month pilot 
position. Job Hours will be variable 

and flexible, averaging up to 30 hours 
per week at $16-$18 per hour. High 
School Diploma or GED required, 
Conejos County resident preferred. 
To learn more call Larry Brown, Area 
Extension Director (719) 852-7381, 
719-850-2139.Applicants please 
read the full job description and 
apply at: https://jobs.colostate.edu/
postings/102953 For full consider-
ation, all materials must be received 
directly at this link no later than 11:59 
PM MST on Monday, May 9, 2022. 

We are committed to increasing the 
diversity of our staff and providing 
culturally responsive programs and 
services. Therefore, we encourage 
responses from people of all back-
grounds and abilities. We invite 
you to review Colorado State Uni-
versity’s Principles of Community 
that guide our mission and vision 
of access, teaching, service, and 
engagement. CSU is an EO/EA/AA 
employer and conducts background 
checks on all final candidates.(5/4)
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

MONTE ELECTRIC

ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE
1325 N. Hwy. 285 on North Gunbarrel • Monte Vista

REWINDING & REPAIR
1/4 HP through 300 HP

ELECTRIC MOTORS
MOTOR CONTROLS

NEW
Baldor Motors

A.O. Smith Motors
After Hours call Glenn Slingerland 588-1081

852-2832

Would like thank our awesome customer!
To take better care of you we are now open 7:30 - 5:30

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin (719) 398-3815

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Saguache County Public Health 
Office is seeking to fill the position 
of Public Health Office Manager. 
Must have great phone skills, com-
puter skills, knowledge of Google 
Documents, organized and be able 
to multitask. Spanish language 
skills helpful. All inquiries should 
be directed to: Mona Lovato, Public 
Health Director E-mail: mlovato@
saguachecounty-co.gov Applicants 
must submit a job application. The 
job application is available online 
at Saguache county.colorado.gov/
jobopportunities Send application to 
the following address no later than 
3:00 p.m. on Friday May 6, 2022 
Faxed and emailed applications are 
accepted 719-655-2635 or aquin-
tana@saguachecounty-co.gov (5/3)
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
is hiring for One (1) more Tempo-
rary Summer position.REQUIRE-
MENTS: Applicants must be 18 
years of age and have a valid driver’s 
license. Prospective employees ap-
plying with Saguache County will 
be required to submit and pass a 
pre-employment drug screening and 
criminal background check. Tempo-
rary Summer positions – applicants 
must have working knowledge of 
common hand and power tools, shov-
els, wrenches and radios.  Must be 
able to lift 25 to 45 pounds.  Will be 
required to work in various climate 
conditions and be able to stand for 
long periods of time.  Flagging cer-
tification a plus.  Work Hours will be 
Monday – Thursday 7:00 AM to 5:30 
PM.  Rate of pay: $14.00/hour.Appli-
cations are available at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge Office 305 
3rd Street, PO Box 476, Saguache, 
CO  81149 – 719-655-2554 or on 
the Saguache County website – sa-
guachecounty.colorado.gov under 
the Road and Bridge Department 
Completed applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until a qualified candidate is hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.(5/4)
WANTED:  Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is hiring for 
Operator I positions….$18.22/
hour REQUIREMENTS:  Appli-
cants must possess a current Class-A 
CDL license with heavy semi-truck 
endorsement and a current medi-
cal certificate.  Applicants should 
have a high school diploma or GED 
and six months or more of relevant 
experience.  Prospective employees 
applying with Saguache County 
will be required to submit and pass 
a pre-employment drug screening 
and criminal background check. 
Operator I is a full time position – ap-
plicants must be able to operate light 

and heavy equipment and perform 
manual labor in the maintenance, re-
pair and minor construction of roads, 
streets, bridges, signs, markings and 
related facilities.  Applicants must 
be physically capable of periods of 
sustained physical exertion and may 
be required to lift and move up to 75 
lbs. to 150 lbs. Applications are avail-
able at the Saguache County Road 
and Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  81149 – 
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache 

County website – saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and 
Bridge Department tab.  Please fill 
out and submit the Drivers-Appli-
cation.  A complete job description 
is available at the Road and Bridge 
Office. Completed applications can 
be hand delivered or mailed to Sagua-
che County Road and Bridge – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 

until qualified candidates are hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (5/4)
Colorado Works Eligibility Techni-
cian needed for Rio Grande Coun-
ty Department of Social Services. 
Requires High School Diploma or 
GED. Proficient in Microsoft Word, 
PowerPoint, and Excel. Pre-em-
ployment drug screening, including 
testing for marijuana, will be re-
quired. 37.5 hours per week/starting 
at $17.98 per hour plus full benefits 

package included. Application and 
job description available online at 
www.riograndecounty.org or pick up 
and submit to Human Resources 925 
6th Street, Room 200, Del Norte, CO 
81132 (4/27)
Help Wanted- Landscaping Top 
pay/Paid weekly Seasonal with 
possible year-round employment  40 
hours weekly guarantee plus bonus 
Must have dependable transportation  
Located in Creede 719-588-0838. 
(4/27)
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This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Open Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

The Holy Moses 658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Your Mother deserves 
a wonderful gift.

Don’t forget her 
on Mother’s Day.

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Struck firmly
 6. Shirt part
12. Nevertheless
16. Article
17. Adornment
18. Educator’s helper
19. Healthcare pro
20. Atomic number 28
21. Extinct flightless bird
22. Mystic syllable
23. College sports decision 

maker (abbr.)
24. Edible mushrooms
26. Venerable English monk
28. Surrounded by
30. Forming fractional numbers 

from 4 onwards
31. Eastern France river
32. Short cry or yelp
34. Brew
35. Ornamental box
37. In a way, surfaced
39. Attired
40. Peculation
41. Netted
43. It shows you paid (abbr.)
44. Payroll firm
45. Antidiuretic hormone
47. Japanese classical theater
48. The first two
50. Ancient burial chamber
52. Type of card
54. Expression of sorrow or pity
56. Hectoliter
57. Morning
59. NYC subway dweller
60. Law enforcement
61. Sodium

62. Elevated subway
63. Facility where wild animals are 

kept
66. Integrated circuit
67. Seaman’s tool
70. Drink to
71. Small group

CLUES DOWN
 1. Poem
 2. Everest is one (abbr.)
 3. Olympic legend Jesse
 4. Portable tent
 5. When you hope to get there
 6. Unwavering
 7. Back muscle
 8. Within
 9. Excessive fluid accumulation in 

tissues
10. Six
11. Involved as a necessary part
12. 2002 Liotta, Patric film
13. Living thing
14. Type of gin
15. Moved around in pursuit of 

fun
25. Makes light bulbs

26. Story of one’s life
27. Small island in a river
29. A type of bliss
31. Genus of large herons
33. A way to make dry
36. One’s grandmother
38. Vocal style
39. Pronunciation mark
41. American Indian chief or 

leader
42. Insecticide
43. Go bad
46. Capital of Zimbabwe
47. Polish river
49. Cast out
51. People of India and Sri Lanka
53. Cleaning fabrics
54. Very skilled
55. Pouches
58. Restaurant must-have
60. Native Americans from 

Arizona
64. Remaining after all 

deductions
65. Fleece
68. Dorm official
69. It cools your home

Valley Wide Classifieds
“S Lazy U Trout Club located be-
tween  Creed and Lake City desires 
Caretaker for the summer season, 
serious inquiries only to rocknred-
fish@ yahoo.com” (5/25)TFN

Driveline is Hiring in our area. For 
more Information visit www. driveli-
neretail/careers.com (6/25)        

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a pump 
technician! This includes, but is not 
limited to, pulling & resetting water 
well pumps, shop time, cleaning & 
maintenance. Valid driver license and 
drug free are non-negotiable require-
ments. No experience required. Call 
719/852-2662 for more info, prefer 
drop-off of resumes in person at 5492 
US Hwy 160 E, east of Monte Vista.

12 Houses for Rent
Del Norte Country House 3-bed-
room, 2-bath, wood stove, appli-
ances, W/D included. $1250/Month, 
1-year lease. NO PETS! Call David 
at 720-315-3493. (5/04)TFN

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(5/25) TFN  

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC, 719-480-5047, 
Delivery Available. (6/22)

36 Miscellaneous 
For Sale-Complete Welding Outfit 
Lincoln Eagle 10,000+ with Torch 
set. All on Trailer. 719-376-2596 
Dining Room Furniture by Ameri-
can Drew, Large table 74X45 6 
(padded chairs) with 2 14” leaves 2- 
piece hutch with beveled glass door  
82” Tall x  60” wide doors.  Show 
room condition call (719)580 4400. 
Heat King Fire-Place Insert 29” 
wide 15” deep and 23” in height 
Excellent condition (719)580 4400 
Continuous fence panels, gates, 
3/8” cable, oil field pipe, new steel, 
welding, trailer lightning & brake 
repair work. Pitchfork Trading Post 
719-849-8261. (5/11)
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
S T E E L S T O R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are water 
& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information and 
pricing. Healdworks, Inc. – Your 
Total Storage Solution! 719-850-
0346 (04/27 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (5/25)
Zapata Land for Sale 75 Gallon 
Gas Tank for Pickup or Truck, Wind 
Guard for Pickup or Truck Pickup 
toolbox. 719-937-3850. (5/25)

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
2016 Bobcat T650 Skid Steer 74” 
Bucket with Teeth and Hardware 
1695 Hours for $46,000 Enclosed 
cab Heat and Air conditioner. Call 
719-754-2222. (5/18) 

43 Farm Products
Attention Farmers and Ranchers: 

Seal your leaking livestock tanks, 
ponds and reservoirs with bentonite. 
Call 719-580-6652. (5/17)

50 Livestock
Pot belly piglets ready June 4. 
Reserve yours today! 719-849-8261.
(5/25)

For Sale Non-GMO Feeder Pigs. 
Call Marvin Yoder 719-849-5252.
(5/11)

51 Boats and Equipment
18’Seaswirl open bow I/O Cobra 
w/trailer $6,600 719-376-5639. 
(5/18)
56 Business Opportunity

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good grass, 
easy access, power and ready to build 
on. Priced $109,000.  Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-873-1700. (5/25)
7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 GPM 
well water, 25 Shares of Rio Grande 
Canal, 3 decrees of good water rights 
out of Carnero Creek, fenced, new 
200 pipe corral calf feedlot, good 
production and locations. Call Bruce 
at Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-580-0770. (5/25)

65 Professional Services
FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mow-
ing around homesteads and out 
buildings. Center, LaGarita Area. 
Call (715)699-3703 (5/18)
LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(04/27)TFN) 
THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 
Professional installation. Guaranteed 
lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-
1403. (05/31/2022)TFN
RELIABLE CARPENTRY & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES - 40+ 
years-experience in carpentry, paint-
ing, stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. 
Drug/Alcohol free. Free Estimates 
719-496-7630. (5/25)
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Fire danger continues to be a 
concern for Southern Colorado

Courtesy graphic
The South Fork Fire Rescue Facebook page provides tips and tricks for 
homeowners and people looking for ways to be more fire aware, including 
ways to protect homes from fire ignition.

By lynDsie ferrell 
SAN LUIS VALLEY — In light of 

recent events, the concern for the fire 
season and current fire danger continues 
to be a hot topic among local and state 
emergency agencies. After the fire that 
spread quickly along the north side of 
Monte Vista on Wednesday, April 20, 
local and state agencies took to the 
newswires and social media to warn 
people throughout Colorado about 
current conditions and their concern 
for wildfires. 

The 17-acre blaze left six families 
without their homes and over 15 struc-
tures were burned or completely lost to 
the flames. Though the investigation 
continues, law enforcement in charge 
stated there were no signs of criminal 
or intentional ignition. 

The City of Monte Vista and Rio 
Grande County signed “Declarations of 
Disaster” on Thursday, April 21, hoping 
to bring in additional resources for those 
affected by the fire.

Days before the fire in Monte Vista, 
Mineral County and Rio Grande County 
Emergency Managers Terry Wetherill 
and Art Wittner spoke about the fire 
season and what agencies are doing to 
prepare for it. 

Wetherill spoke about the interagency 
work being done to plan for evacuation 
in the event of an emergency on Wolf 
Creek Pass as well as what state and 
local emergency departments would do 
to notify dispersed campers and outdoor 
recreationalists should a fire break out. 

Wittner focused on what people can 
do to help mitigate fire around their 
homes and what they can do to aid 
emergency personnel in locating them 
in the event of a fire. 

These two messages remain some 

of the most important to remember as 
the warm, dry season comes to the San 
Luis Valley. 

Another message that bears repeat-
ing, according to local officials, is for 
residents and guests to stay up to date 
on fire bans and red flag warnings in 
their areas. Several red flag warnings 
are issued throughout the springtime in 
the San Luis Valley, and it is important 
on those days to refrain from burning 
in any shape or form. Burn permits are 
automatically suspended in the event 
of a red flag warning and are reissued 
under better weather advisories.  

The South Fork Fire Rescue Face-
book page is an appropriate source 
for information. It provides daily fire 
danger warnings, weather advisories 
and other pertinent information, and 
provides tips and tricks for homeowners 
and people looking for ways to be more 
fire aware. In the coming days, the page 
will be featuring ways to protect homes 
from fire ignition and what homeown-
ers can do to help by cleaning out dead 
debris. 

Another source here in the Valley is 
the SLV Emergency Facebook page. 
This page also provides up to date in-
formation about coming fire warnings 
and inclement weather. 

It has also been recommended that 
people with summer homes or homes 
in the mountains update their informa-
tion on the reverse 911 service through 
Everbridge. The reverse 911 allows law 
enforcement and emergency services to 
contact people in the area of an emer-
gency and give warnings of events that 
may be occurring in the area. It is free 
and open to anyone. For more informa-
tion or to update information, visit www.
everbridge.com.

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

WE HAVE PUPPIES! Eyes and ears are just opening so it’ll be a little while 
longer until you can meet them, but we need supplies for them and Mom. Puppy food, 

toys and such would be greatly appreciated! Thank you all!

Lost & 

Found!

Found 4/26/22 
at Bill Metz 

Elementary in 
Monte Vista

Found 4/29/22 
at Tierra 
Nueva, by 
the schools in 
Center

Donnie is a happy 
little Red Heeler 

mix looking for his 
furever home. He’s 

great at running 
around with you or 

just chilling at home. 
Donnie is a domi-

nant little guy, so we 
definitely need him 

to meet any other 
dogs in the family. 

Come by today!

Melly is a Grey-
hound/Blue nose 
mix that’s full of en-
ergy, and love for a 
new family! She’s a 
selective young lady 
when it comes to 
her furry friends so 
intros are required, 
but she’s totally 
worth it. Come meet 
her today!
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD
Thinking of Selling 

Your Home?
If so, I can help!

Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Your Real Estate 
Listings could reach 

over 18,000 
prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal 
and see the results.

Reserve space for a minimum 
of twelve (12) weeks for ...

............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Nice area to 
build with 
beautiful 
views! 1+ 
acres in 
Alpine Vista. 
$31,500 
MLS#786764

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Great access with 101 feet 
of exposure just off of US 
Highway 160! This proper-
ty offers multiple options! 
It would work great for mo-
bile homes, developments, 
or a commercial building. 
All utilities are available, 
but would need to be tapped 
into. This is the perfect 
property for your next proj-
ect! Call to view! $175,500 
MLS#789021

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

The historic Stoddart Ranch is a rare mountain property that hasn’t been offered 
for purchase in the last 48 years. It is a tract of fertile meadow land outlined by an 
upland bench. San Luis Creek flows through the lush fields of native grass for over 1.75 
miles. Spring Creek from the West and Decker Creek from the East flow through the 
property to confluence at San Luis Creek. The waterways have an abundant population 
of Brook Trout and are natural habitat and water source for many wildlife species. The 
rare Gunnison Sage Grouse along with bird species such as Mallard Ducks, Canadian 
Geese, Red Tailed Hawks are found here. Antelope, Elk, and wiley Coyote are frequent 
visitors. The mountain ranch located in the headwaters of Colorado’s San Luis Valley, is 20 minutes from the bustling 
town of Salida and the Arkansas River. The ranch has been owned and operated as a working cattle and hay ranch by 
the same family for the last 48 years. The first private ownership of this ranch was in 1876, the year that Colorado 
became a state. Decreed water rights were established in 1880. Diversions from spring Creek, Decker Creek, and 
San Luis Creek are established through water rights known as the Means #1 which is diverted from Alder Cr., Means 
#2, Richards #1 and Richard #2. The property is rich with history. Arrowheads, Spearheads and other Native Indian 
artifacts have been found over the years. A Sliver Spur from he Spanish Conquistadors was found in a prairie dog 
hole. Captain John Gunnison chronicles’ his journey in 1853 across these lands where he camped and even made note 
of Sage Grouse that would one day bear his name. There is convenient access to the property from Highway 285 and 
electric power is nearby. The majestic Collegiate Peaks can be viewed to the North and the beautiful Sangre De Cristo 
mountains range tower above the ranch to the east. $2,800,000 MLS#790744

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Perched up on the ridge at the 17th 
fairway of the Rio Grande Club & Re-
sort, the views are stunning. 1.42 acres 
give you plenty of options for a building 
site. Water, sewer, power and phone lines 
are already to the lot on paved roads. 
Priced to sell- Don’t miss out on this 
opportunity!! Take a look today. Just 
minutes from world class skiing, cham-
pionship golf, gold medal fishing, and 12 
million acres of National Forest. WHAT 
ARE YOU WAITING FOR? $75,000 
MLS#791179

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful home on 2 acres of land just 
outside of city limits. This 4 bedroom, 3 
bath home offers so many great views of our 
local farming community and mountains. 
The home has just recently had the roof, 
stucco, windows/doors replaced, as well as 
all bathrooms being remodeled. The mag-
nificent yard is adorned with beautiful trees, 
and has a sandbox for children to enjoy while you are having summer BBQ’s on the 
back deck. Inside the home There is a fire place in the living room. The large master 
bed room has a beautiful bathroom with a large walk in shower. The cozy kitchen is a 
great place to make home cooked meals for your friends and family. Attached to the 
home is a 2 car garage with a one car detached garage as well. $595,000 MLS#791385

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This long time restaurant 
and laundry mat are a 
wonderful investment op-
portunity! You can either 
operate the business yourself, 
or invest and lease it out. Lo-
cated in the heart of Monte 
Vista, just off highway 160; 
the property comes with the 
land, building, and equip-
ment. Turn key and ready to 
go! Inquire within! $279,000 
MLS#791564

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

123 Acre Greenhouse farm! South of 
Monte Vista 48’ billboard on gunbarrel 
You can build 9 homes on this property 
with 3 domestic water wells 10,000 sq. 
feet of greenhouse Solar Water well per-
fect water Underground water to green-
houses 3 pressure tank system 36’x40’ 
insulated drying building Bedroom, 
huge safe, Blaze King Ultra Stove 8’ 
Chain Link fence around 2 acres Under-
ground water run to perfect home build-
ing site inside fence Ready to build your 
dream home! $549,000 MLS#792476
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