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CSU Extension
announces gardening
and weed call-in
Wednesdays

MONTE VISTA — Colorado
State University SLV Area
Extension’s new team of Colorado
Master Gardener Apprentices will be
available in the Monte Vista office
to take phone calls and walk-in
questions on gardening and weeds
most Wednesdays this summer.

San Luis Valley residents Sheryl
Josselyn, Deb Scadberg, Rachal
Velasquez, and Regan Velasquez
have recently completed an
intensive training program and
are now volunteering their time
to help Valley residents with their
gardening questions.

They have successfully passed
courses in soils, botany, fertilizing,
lawn care and maintenance,
vegetable and flower gardening
in high elevations, landscaping,
proper planting and pruning of
trees, and more.

This team will be available from
9a.m.to 3:30 p.m.on June 29, July
13, July 20, July 27, Aug. 3 and
Aug. 31 to take call-in or walk-in
questions on anything gardening
and to help with weed identification
and control strategies. The office
numberis 719-852-7381.The office
islocated at 1899 East Highway 160
in Monte Vista on the Monte Vista
Coop property.

SLV Big Band
playing at Sundays at
Six on July 10

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa
Live Music Association’s Sundays
at Six series continues July 10 with
SLV Big Band, which is proudly
“keeping Jazz alive in Southern
Colorado.”

Head on over to Cole Park at 6
p.m. The MOKI food truck will be
selling some dinner items. Visit
www.almaonline.org/, for the
complete summer lineup.

Bring a non-perishable item
for the food drive to benefit the

Alamosa Food Pantry.

Ratzlaff leads in RG Commissioner race

STAFF REPORT

Unofficial primary election
results for the 2022 midterm
election were released by Rio
Grande County on Tuesday. In
the race between Republican
candidates John Noffsker and Tyler
Ratzlaff for Rio Grande County
Commissioner District 2, Ratzlaff
was leading with 1,405 votes.
Noffsker received 609 votes. No

person ran as a Democrat.
Incumbent Rio Grande County
Clerk and Recorder Republican
Cindy Hill won unopposed with
1,814 votes. Rio Grande County
Incumbent Assessor Republican JJ
Mondragon won unopposed with
1,764 votes and incumbent Rio
Grande County Coroner Republican
Stephen Hunzeker won unopposed
with 1,747 votes. New candidate

for Rio Grande County Sheriff
Republican Anne M.Robinson won
unopposed with 1,745 votes.

Saguache County

Unofficial state primary election
results for the 2022 midterm
election. There were no contested
races for any of the county seats —
Commissioner District 3 Democrat
Liz Maron (584 votes) was

By PATRICK SHEA

VILLA GROVE — More
than 100 people contributed to
the Villa Grove Fire Department
during the annual fundraiser at the
station on June 25. As traffic raced
along Highway 285, residents and
volunteer firefighters discussed the
recent increase in traffic accidents
and fatalities.

“We’re being called out to more
calls now,” noted Wes Moores,
District Chief of the Northern
Saguache County Fire Protection
District.

According to Moores and Villa

Please see VGFD on Page 7A

Villa Grove Fire Station Chief George Frees

presents asmoke alarm to one lucky winner during  More than 100 people attended the Villa Grove Fire
the Villa Grove Fire Department annual fundraiser.

Villa Grove Fire Department
draws crowd for annual fundraiser

FUNDRAISER

More than 100 people attended the Villa Grove Fire Department

annual fundraiser on June 25.

Department annual fundraiser on June 25.

Photos by Patrick Shea

unopposed will face Republican
Jeff Phillips (593) in November;
Republican Trish Gilbert (643)
will be the Clerk and Recorder;
Republican Regina Schwartz (606)
will be the Treasurer; Republican
Peter Peterson (571) will be
the Assessor; Republican Dan
Warwick (595) will be the Sheriff;
and Democrat Tom Perrin (631)
Please see RESULTS on Page 2A

Name
change
proposed
for Moffat

BY PATRICK SHEA

MOFFAT — Attheend of the 19th
century, two Colorado towns changed
their names to make sure they received
their mail. Today, cannabis operators
near Moffat want to change the town
name because mistaken weather
readings from Moffat County in the
northwest corner of the state might
ruinacrop here in Southern Colorado.

In 1887, residents of whatis known
as Telluride today changed their
town name from Columbia because
too much of their mail ended up
in Columbia, Calif., by mistake. A
decade later, mine camp residents of
Eldorado, west of Boulder, changed
their town name to Eldora in hopes
of having all of their mail delivered
correctly.

During a town board meeting
on June 7, Area 420 founder Mike
Biggio proposed changing “Moffat”
to “Kush.” The idea is as much about
branding as it is misguided weather
readings. Kush connotes cannabis.

Dawn Mayo, a long-time Moffat
residentand educator who is opposed
to the name change, addressed the
Saguache County Commissioners on
June 21. She shared concerns about
mail delivery and other aspects of the

Please see MOFFAT on Page 7A

Cooperation underway for Seven Peaks Music Festival

By PATRICK SHEA

VILLA GROVE — Live Nation
administrators, Saguache County
commissioners, and first-responder
agencies have been meeting regularly
to prepare for the Seven Peaks Music
Festival in Villa Grove on Sept. 2, 3,
and 4.
Please see FESTIVAL on Page 2A

First-responder leadership and
Saguache County commissioners
meet regularly with Live Nation
administrators to increase
cooperation for the Seven Peaks
Music Festival in Villa Grove on
Sept. 2-4.

Photo by Patrick Shea
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Traffic accidents rise in Saguache County

By PATRICK SHEA

SAGUACHE COUNTY —
Cars rolled through Villa Grove on
Highway 285 when Wes Moores,
the District Chief of the Northern
Saguache County Fire Protection
District, said,“We’re being called out
to more calls.” Some are fires, others
are car accidents, and sometimes
it’s both.

Speaking at the Villa Grove
Volunteer Fire Department annual
fundraiser on June 25, Moores
explained how the district covers
most — but not all — operating costs
for each station. To make up for the
difference, fundraisers like the annual
gathering in Villa Grove address
specific station needs.

Highway 285 merges with Highway
17 five miles south of Villa Grove.
The confluence of traffic in both
directions clusters dangerously
during the summer months. Accidents
and vehicle fires are dangerous
combinations that leave little time
for response. Thanks to last year’s
fundraiser, the Villa Grove station
could afford two new pieces of

equipment for responders to use
together when a car in flames traps
occupants inside.

The station purchased an $8,000
thermal imaging camera to locate
hotspots when they come upon a
burning vehicle. This information
provides guidance for making cuts
with the $40,000 “Jaws of Life”
extraction device.

Motorists speed along stretches
represented by straight lines on
maps. But deceptive hills and curves
block visibility. A few miles south
of Saguache on Highway 285, for
example, a short stretch of road
cuts may have contributed to a fatal
motorcycle accident on June 23.

Heading south near Milemarker
83,66-year-old Moffat motorist John
Painter crossed the center line as a
staggered set of four motorcyclists
drove north. The first two riders
avoided Painter’s GMC Sierra, but
49-year-old Pavel Svora from North
Riverside, Ill., died after direct
impact. Svora’s BMW motorcycle
rolled off the east side of the road
and caught on fire.

Photo by Patrick Shea

First responders report an increase in traffic accidents in Saguache County.

Three days earlier on June 20, a
two-vehicle crash in Alamosa County
took the life of a 57-year-old Sante
Fe, N.M., man and sent the driver
of the other car to San Luis Valley
Regional Medical Center. Doctors
then transferred the 28-year-old
female to Memorial Hospital in
Colorado Springs.

R E S U LTS Continued from Page 1A  ———————

will be the Coroner.

Conejos County

Unofficial state primary election
results forthe 2022 midtermelection.
There were no contested races for
any of the county seats. Running
unopposed were Commissioner
District 2 - Republican Mitchell
Jarvies (974 votes); Democrat Clerk
and Recorder — Nathan Ruybal
(974); Assessor — Democrat Naomi
Martinez-Keys (864); Sheriff —
Democrat Martin Maez (760)
will face incumbent Republican
Garth Crowther (957); Surveyor —
Republican Martin Reynolds (964);
Coroner — Republican Richard A.
Martin (945).

Costilla County

Unofficial state primary election
results forthe 2022 midtermelection.
There were only two contested
county races — Commissioner
District 2 Democrat and County
Treasurer Democrat.

In the Treasurer election, Michael
Ray Vigilled with460 votes, followed
by Benita Martinez with 335 and
Rebecca Becky Romero with 199.

In the District 2 Commissioner
election, Lorraine A. Lorrie
Quintana was leading with 429
votes, followed by Fernando A.
Martinez with 341 votes, and Jake
Mondragon with 225 votes.

Winning unopposed were Clerk
and Recorder Democrat Najondine
T.Placek (822); Assessor Democrat
Thomas Aragon (739); Sheriff
Democrat Danny R. Sanchez (760);
and Coroner Democrat Gary Roy

Vigil (819).

Mineral County

Unofficial results for their
2022 primary election. Incumbent
Mineral County Commissioner
Democrat Scott Lamb won
unopposed with 135 votes cast
for District 1. Incumbent Mineral
County Clerk and Recorder
Republican Eryn K. Winter won
unopposed with 270 votes. New
candidate Democrat Stasha Birdsey
won the seat of Mineral County
Assessor unopposed with 131
votes. New candidate for Mineral
County Treasurer Republican Amy
Wetherill won unopposed with
255 votes and incumbent Coroner
Democrat Jimmy K. Adelman won
unopposed with 139 votes.

In the Mineral County Sheriff
election,incumbent Democrat Fred
Hosselkus (112) will face newcomer
Republican Terry Wetherill (244) in
November. Both ran unopposed to
represent their party.

Statewide

As for the State of Colorado
Democratic ticket, Governor Jared
Polis ran with no opposition and
received 450,487. Polis will run
against Republican winner Heidi
Ganahl in November.

Senator Michael Bennet also ran
unopposed in the Democratic party
and received 444,873 votes, as well
as Secretary of State Jena Griswold
who received 439,203 votes and
ran unopposed as did Treasurer
Dave Young,Attorney General Phil
Weiser, State of Colorado Board of

Education Member Kathy Plomer
and District 62 Colorado State
representative Mathew Martinez.

For the State of Colorado
Republican ticket, for US Senator
Republican Joe O’Dea received
310,430 and will run against Bennet,
for the 118th US Congressional
District 3 seat, Republican Lauren
Boebert received 80,363 votes and
defeated Republican Don Coram.

Republicans Tina Peters, Mike
O’Donnell and Pam Anderson ran
against each other for the Secretary
of State position and Anderson
won the ticket with 242,249
votes. Anderson will run against
Democratic party Jena Griswold
in November.

Carol Riggenbach, who received
4,559 votes for District 62 State
Representative, was leading Ryan
G. Williams, who received 2,878
votes.

VALI3Theater

719-628-2015
139 Adams ¢ Nionte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

FESTIVAL coinedsion pase 1a —

OnlJune 16,Saguache County Sheriff
Dan Warwick provided an update at
the Saguache County Road and Bridge
Building. Commissioner Tim Lovato
also met with Colorado State Patrol
(CSP) officials to discuss coverage
from five or six officers throughout the
three-day event.

Working with the Colorado
Departmentof Transportation (CDOT),
CSP will install message board signs.
They will also reduce the speed limit
through Villa Grove.

Lovato said he received more
information about the communication
command center acquired three months
ago through the Office of Homeland
Security. Ambulance providers and
the Villa Grove Fire Department also
presented plans.

According to Wes Moores, District
Chief of the Northern Saguache County

Fire Protection District, Sheriff Warwick
“heads the show.” Moores also said the
event organizers from Live Nation “are
trying to address everything up-front.”

To ensure fire protection for all
three days, Live Nation agreed to pay
wages for the department’s volunteer
firefighters. With a full-time crew of
at least four people, they’ll have Villa
Grove covered.

Moores said the cooperation across
agencies improves safety overall, “and
it’s good to get to work together.”

The Seven Peaks Music Festival
features founder Dierks Bentley and a
full lineup of country music stars. The
festival drew fans to Chaffee County
north of Saguache, but Live Nation
worked to produce it in Saguache
County for the firsttime in 2022. Tickets
areavailable throughlivenation.comor
sevenpeaksfestival.com.
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OprINION & EDITORIAL

Independence
never felt so good

AsIwrite this column each week,
O1’ Dutch tries to look down at
the week or weeks ahead to what
is happening hoping to find some
inspiration to add to my normal
great wisdom.

And this week is no different
as one of my favorite holidays
that brings a real whing-ding of a
time is on the horizon. It is none
other than the annual 4th of July
celebration.

From 1776 to the present
day, we have all celebrated
our independence as a nation
with parades, barbecues, family
gatherings and shooting off
fireworks. In fact, we shoot off so
many of the blasted things thatI am
sure there is more noise than the
actual Revolution against Britain
produced.

And even though there is some
argument about the actual day of
independence, it is celebrated on
the day that it was adopted by
Congress way back when.

Irealize this will hit the stoops of
your house a few days before your
local celebrations, but this will
give you time to plan, buy some
ribs or burgers and put together a
celebration of your own.

Most of the San Luis Valley
towns will have their own forms
of celebrations with South Fork
hosting their annual parade on July
3rd because, well, they want to.
They will polish off the day with
a great fireworks show, weather
permitting. And with the rains that
Ol’ Dutch, ever the Rain Man has
brought, we hope to see the huge
display again this year.

The City of Creede hosts a
two-day event with the Mining
Competition on July 3 and the
annual parade on July 4. They
also fill the streets with vendors
of all kinds with delicious goodies
to take part in during your
sortie into their small town,
host a dance, a new Patsy Cline
Theater production, beer garden
and weather permitting, a great
fireworks display.

Alamosa and Crestone also have
some great celebrations planned so
wherever you are, try and partake in
those fun activities in celebration
of our freedoms here in America.

Ol’ Dutch has missed shooting
off his own fireworks since lmoved
to Colorado many years ago as
the powers to be seemed to think
such shenanigans are unnecessary
which is, well, un-American.

I am not sure what “Karen”
dreamed that up as back in the day
when I was growing up, we shot
off everything from lady fingers
that barely made a pop to M-80’s

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

that were equal to a quarter stick
of dynamite.

And atleastin our neighborhood,
I do not recall much of anything
being blown up other than a few
trash cans or a few burnt fingers
but that is how we all learned to
survive in a world that oftentimes
has a short fuse on dangerous
situations.

Oh, there may have been a few
kids who got injured but at least
they were easily identified as poor
candidates to send to Vietnam or at
least to leave in the supply hut as
handling a live grenade could not
be entrusted to a kid who could not
shoot off a Black Cat firecracker.

Massive amounts of gunpowder
were expended back in those
days and firecracker paper and
nighttime displays littered the
streets for weeks afterward until
the mommas of the neighborhoods
threatened the children with bodily
harm if they did not sweep itall up.

And while I am restricted from
handling my own explosives in
this State, I can still get them in
Texas on most holidays. Now that’s
real freedom but what else can we
expect from the people who fought
at the Alamo.

Butregardless of where you find
yourself this weekend, find some
celebrations to attend and shake the
dust off your feet and let the wind
blow the stink off of you from the
past years of Covid internments.

I hope to see some of you out
there as we give thanks for our
Nation. For despite our differences
or the problems we face as a people,
we still have much to be thankful
for every single day.

God bless you all in the coming
week and God Bless America.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his
Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV,
or hike daily. His email is Kevin@
TroutRepublic.com. Additional
news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

4THOFJULY

SURE IS FUN — BUT,
WHAT'S ALLTHE FUSS

OVERJUSTONE

Your NIGHT SKY

BY DARLENE DANKO

Jus' YER
FREEDOM —

THAT'S

Star Clusters
and Nebula

While you are looking low in
the southern sky toward the center
of the Milky Way, you will see
many interesting objects which are
only visible in the summer. The
Teapot asterism, which is part of
the constellation Sagittarius, sits in
front of the Milky Way, and appears
to be pouring tea into the tail of the
constellation Scorpius the Scorpion.
Scorpius sits to the right of and
slightly below the Teapot and looks
like a large “J” leaning to the right.

Many star clusters, clouds and
nebula are visible in this area
because the Milky Way center is a
very active place. A star cluster is a
group of stars that were born from a
single interstellar cloud of gas and
dust. There can be hundreds or even
thousands of siblings in this group.

On a clear dark moonless night
there are two clusters visible with the
naked eye: the Butterfly Cluster and
Ptolemy’s Cluster. They are located
between the Teapot and Scorpius
where the tea would be pouring into
the tail. The Butterfly sits above
Ptolemy but is smaller and fainter

because it is twice as far away
from us. Without binoculars
they look like fuzzy blobs, but
with binoculars you will be able
to see some of the stars and the
shape of the cluster. See if you -
can figure out why the Butterfly
is called that.

While you are looking in that area

on that dark clear night, you should
also be able to see some dark nebula.

A nebula is an interstellar cloud of

dust, hydrogen, helium, and other
ionized gases. They clump together
to form large masses, which attract
more matter, and eventually become
massive enough to form stars and
planets. Nebula is the Latin word
for cloud. Some nebulas are dark
clouds, while others are bright due
to stars forming deep inside with
their ultravioletradiation ionizing the
surrounding gas, making it visible to
us. Nebula can also be formed from
massive, short-lived stars collapsing
or exploding.

One of NASA’s most famous
images is “The Pillars of Creation,”
which is a Hubble photo of the
Eagle Nebula where stars are born.
Nebula are named for the objects
they resemble.

If you look to the right and halfway
in between the top of the Teapot and
the bright orange star Antares, which
is part of Scorpius near the top, you
will see some dark areas in the Milky
Way. These are two dark nebula that
you should be able to see. This is
above the two-star clusters.

The Pipe Nebula is a pipe-shaped
dustlane that obscures the Milky Way
stars behind it. You should be able to
distinguish the horizontal pipe stem
with the bowl of the pipe on the left
side.The Prancing Horse is part of the
Pipe Nebula. The pipe is its behind
and back legs. The front legs and
head are above the pipe with the back
on the left side. It is like the horse is
sitting on its behind waving its front
legs in the air. In the southwest it is
sometimes called the Burro Nebula.
So go out when you can and look at
the sky!

LETTER

MYV Community Fund distributes
$142K to MYV Fire victims

Editor,

The Monte VistaCommunity Fund
would like to thank everyone who
donated to help the fire victims of the
April 20 fire — $142,840 was raised.
Those funds were distributed by check
to the fire victims via certified mail

on June 1.

Thank you again to everyone in the
community for pulling together to
help our neighbors. A special thank
you to the City of Monte Vista, the
Monte Vista Fire Department, Monte
Vista Ambulance, the Monte Vista

Police Department, the Department of

Local Affairs, and all of the agencies

that came togetherto give every form

of assistance to our community. We
are Monte Vista strong.

Barbara Sears

Monte Vista
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Adams State BOT names Tandberg interim president

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

ALAMOSA — The Adams
State University Board of Trustees
unanimously approved the
appointment of David A. Tandberg,
Ph.D.,as interim president, effective
July 1. The interim appointment is
for one year, giving the Board ample
time to conduct a comprehensive
and inclusive search for a permanent
president.

Tandberg brings both a deep
knowledge of higher education and
personal ties to Adams State and
the San Luis Valley. A nationally
recognized expert on higher
education who has been invited
to consult with and present at The
White House, U.S. Senate, and
U.S. Department of Education,
Dr. Tandberg served as senior vice
president of policy research and
strategic initiatives at State Higher
Education Executive Officers
Association (SHEEO).

Tandberg earned a bachelor’s in
history-social studies education
from Adams State in 2002. While a

student, he was elected president of
Adams State’s student government
(Associated Students and Faculty)
and competed as a member of the
cross-country and track teams.
Tandberg earned a master’s in
political science and a doctorate in
higher education from Penn State
University.

“I want to thank the Board for
entrusting me with thisundertaking,”
said Tandberg. “I was born in
Leadville, grew up in Colorado, and
consider Alamosa my second home.
Iam truly honored and can’t wait to
be a part of the community again.”

Tandberg joined SHEEO in July
2016, leading SHEEO'’s policy
evaluation and research initiatives
and SHEEO’s efforts to connect
empirical research to state practice
and policy. He also directs SHEEO’s
strategic direction and partnerships.
Tandberg is the lead editor of abook
dedicated to the investigation of the
state higher education executive
officer that was published in July
2018 by Teachers College Press.

While at SHEEO, Tandberg led or
assisted in securing over $8 million
in grant funding and contracts. Since
joining SHEEO, the operation has
doubled in size and opened a second
office in Washington, DC.

Tandberg previously served as a
tenured associate professor of higher
education and co-founded the highly
successful Center for Postsecondary
Success at Florida State University.
As an academic researcher, he
was published in numerous peer-
reviewed outlets and quoted in The
New York Times, The Washington
Post, the Associated Press, and
appeared on multiple national news
programs. Before joining Florida
State University, Tandberg was a
special assistant to the secretary
of education in the Pennsylvania
Departmentof Education,focused on
postsecondary policy development
and implementation.

“We look forward to Dr. Tandberg
leading Adams State during this
critical time,” said Board Chair
Michele Lueck. “He is the right

person to guide this university as
we explore Adams State’s long-term
success through a comprehensive
national search for our next leader.
I want to thank Vice President Kent
Buchanan for serving as acting
president and leading the university
over the past few weeks. The Board is
committed to reinvesting in campus
climate and student success.”

Colorado Governor Jared Polis
appointed Tandberg to the Adams
State Board of Trustees for a two-
year term in 2021, expiring Dec. 31.
Tandberg stepped down from the
Board in order to apply for the interim
position. Additionally, he will take
a leave of absence from SHEEO.

Tandberg is married to Darin (née
McGinnis), also a 2002 graduate of
Adams State and native of Manassa.
Daughter Allyson, 21, and son
Bryce, 20, were born while the
Tandbergs were undergraduates.
They are parents of another daughter,
Evanie, 14. The family is rounded
out with three dogs — Rio, Rocco,
and Ruby.

Board members Amanda
DelLaRosa and Jennifer Mueller
co-chaired the search for the interim
president. Details of the search for a
permanent president, co-chaired by
Board members Mark Martinez and
Jonathan Marquez, will be posted
in August. Tandberg will not be
considered in that process.

San Luis & Rio Grande Railroad to go up for auction

155-mile short line
railroad connects
SLV to eastern plains

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — The San Luis
& Rio Grande Railroad (SLRG) is
going up for auction,according to an
announcementby William A. Brandt,
Jr., the Chapter 11 Trustee currently
operating the railroad, which is in
bankruptcy.

Brandt’s intention, subject to
U.S. Bankruptcy Court approval,
is to sell substantially all the assets
of the railroad, including the
trackage, roadbed, ties, other track
material,inventory, maintenance-of-
way equipment, vehicles, bridges,
culverts, signals, stations, depots,
yards, storage facilities, buildings,
workshops, garage structures, and
various other agreements or licenses
relating to the real estate located on,
along, over and under the SLRG
rail lines.

The San Luis and Rio Grande
Railroad, originally constructed
almost 150 years ago, is a 155-mile
short line railroad that traverses
La Veta Pass over the Sangre de
Cristo Mountain range and connects
Colorado’s eastern plains to the San
Luis Valley.

With an interchange connection
to the Union Pacific mainline
at Walsenburg, SLRG currently

provides freight line rail services
for various industrial, mineral,

and agricultural commodities in
the San Luis Valley and maintains
extensive railcar storage facilities
along its right-of-way with a storage
capacity of more than 3,100 cars.
Prior to the bankruptcy filing, the
SLRG also operated a variety of
passenger excursion trains over the
scenic La Veta Pass at an elevation
of 9,400 feet.

According to Brandt, there have
been five letters of intent received
over the past two years from groups
wanting to operate the SLRG.

“They’re all railroaders, and they
recognize the value of the railroad,”
Brandt says, “but they’re having
some difficulty with financing.”

He is hoping the auction —
ordered at the recommendation of
the bankruptcy judge — will “force
people to get some focus.”

Brandt, whose business
Development Specialists,
Incorporated was appointed as
trustee, is well acquainted with the
complexities of selling railroads, a
process that is “highly and closely
regulated.”

More than 50 years of experience
in the business has also taught him
how crucial railroad operations are
to the communities those railroads
serve,including the San Luis Valley.

“If the SLRG were to stop
operating, it would mean an

additional 10,000 trucks going over
La Vetacarrying barley to Coors,and
that’s just Coors,” Brandt says. “Add
the other freight that would have to
be trucked, and you’re looking at
maybe an additional 24,000 trucks
going over the pass.Can youimagine
the wear and tear on that highway
or what that would look like in the
winter? You can bet CDOT is very
aware of that.”

Against that backdrop, Brandt
stresses his “deepest intention” is
to keep the railroad operational, an
effort that he says both Rio Grande
Commissioner John Noffsker and
Senator Michael Bennet along with
his local representative, Erin Minks,
have been “very, very helpful and
supportive” in trying to ensure, as
well.

But with Iowa Pacific, the previous
railroad owner,no longer in business,
the bankruptcy judge is saying a
resolution needs to be reached.
Putting the railroad up for auction
is one way to strongly encourage
that happening.

The minimum bid for SLRG is set
at $5.750 million. The purchase price
submitted must be equal to or exceed
that reserve price to be considered a
qualified bid.

If Brandt, as trustee, receives
multiple qualified bids, an auction
will be held on July 14, at the
offices of Markus Williams Young
& Hunsicker, LLC in Denver.

pu.

I

A Rio Grande railroad engine is shown pulling into La Veta in this
courtesy photo taken during their passenger service days.

This auction may be convened
remotely, via video conference, as
deemed appropriate by the Trustee
or rescheduled as necessary with
advance notice to all qualified
bidders.

Should no such bid be received,
Brandt says he intends to pursue
avenues through the federal
government to force Union Pacific to
continue therailroad’s operation. But
he is hoping it will not come to that.

“It’s so important that this railroad
continues,” Brandt says, “and I'm
hoping this notice gets the attention
of the government and the groups
thathave expressed interest and tells

them it’s time to focus.”

Copies of the Motion to Approve
Bidding Procedures, and all other
related exhibits, are available upon
request by contacting the Trustee’s
counsel, or for a fee via PACER by
visiting www.cob.uscourts.gov.

For more information, contact the
financial advisors at DSI who are
handling the organization of this
sale effort for the Trustee. Either
William G. Brandt at 312-263-4141
or wgbrandt@DSIConsulting.com.
or Patrick J. O’Malley at 312-263-
4141 or pomalley@dsiconsulting.
com, should be the point of contact
for questions.
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Illinois motorcycle
rider dies in crash in
Saguache County

STAFF REPORT

SAGUACHE COUNTY — A
motorcycle rider from Illinois died
in a crash on Thursday, June 23,
on Highway 285 near Milepost 83,
according to the Colorado State Patrol.

At approximately 12:53 p.m. on
June 23, CSP responded to a three-
vehicle crash on Highway 285 near
milepost 83 in Saguache County. The
crashinvolved aGMC Sierra and two
motorcycles.

The driver of the GMC Sierra was
John Painter, 66, of Moffat. Painter,
who was properly restrained, did not
sustain injuries during the crash.

One motorcycle rider was Pavel
Svora, 49, from North Riverside, I1li.
Svora sustained fatal injuries during
the crash, CSP reported.

The other motorcycle rider was
Szymon Karczewicz, 45, from Carol
Stream, I1li. Karczewicz did not sustain
any injuries. Both motorcycle riders
were wearing motorcycle helmets.

The GMC Sierra was traveling
southbound on Highway 285. ABMW
and KTM motorcycle were traveling
northbound on Highway 285 in a

group of four motorcycles traveling
staggered.

The GMC Sierra drifted across the
center line and into the northbound
lane, CSP reported. The first two
motorcycles in the group avoided
the collision. The GMC Sierra’s
front-left corner impacted the BMW
motorcycle’s front.

After impact, the GMC Sierra
traveled back into the southbound lane
and came to a controlled stop partially
on the shoulder and southbound lane.

After the impact, the BMW
motorcycle traveled off the east edge
of the road rolling and catching on
fire. During the crash sequence, Svora
was ejected from the motorcycle
and landed in the dirt beyond the
motorcycle.

The KTM motorcycle was struck
by debris from the collision and
sustained moderate damage and came
toacontrolled stop on the northbound
shoulder.

The cause of the crash is under
investigation, but distracted driving
is believed to have been involved,
CSP reported.

Chaffee County man arrested
in fatal shooting of Moffat man

STAFF REPORT
MOFFAT — A 3l-year-old
Chaffee County man was arrested in
the shooting death of a Moffat man
on Tuesday, June 21, the Saguache
County Sheriff’s Office reported.
Atapproximately 7:25 p.m.onJune
21, the Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office and the Northern Saguache
County Ambulance District were
dispatched to a residence in Moffat.
Upon arrival a deputy and an
EMT found Tracy Freel, 57, with
a life-threatening gunshot wound
to the upper right thigh. First aid
was administered and Freel was
transported to a helicopter landing
zone in Villa Grove. While at the
helicopter landing zone, Freel died.
The suspect in the shooting was
Kenneth Mendenhall Jr., 31, who
fled northbound toward Salida, in

a black, Chevy Tahoe, the sheriff’s
office reported.

Chaffee County and the Salida
Police Department were notified of
the incident and assisted in making
contact and detaining Mendenhall.

At approximately 9 p.m., Chaffee
County and the Salida Police
Department detained Mendenhall until
a Saguache County Sheriff’s deputy
arrived and took him into custody.

Mendenhall was being held in the
Saguache County Jail on suspicion
of first-degree murder, first-degree
assault, second-degree assault,
reckless endangerment, prohibited
use of a weapon, and child abuse.

The Chaffee County Sheriff’s
Office,the Salida Police Department,
the Colorado State Patrol, and Center
Police Department all assisted on the
incident.

RGSO investigating shooting in MV

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — A man
was found shot by Rio Grande
County Sheriff’s Office deputies
after responding to a shots fired call
on June 21 in Monte Vista.

At approximately 11:05 p.m., Rio
Grande County deputies responded
to 2463 Lariat Rd. in Monte Vista
for a shots fired call. Upon arrival the
deputies found aman that appeared to

have been shot, the wound appeared
to be non-life threatening. The victim
was transported by the Monte Vista
Ambulance to SLV Health Regional
Medical Center in Alamosa.

This is an ongoing investigation.
At this time there is no threat to
the public, the Rio Grande County
Sheriff’s Office reported. Additional
information will be released as it
becomes available.
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RGNF seeks public input on proposed
fee changes for campgrounds

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

MONTE VISTA — The Rio
Grande National Forest (RGNF) is
asking for public input on a proposed
change to the existing fee structure
for developed camping and cabin
rentals.

The overall proposal seeks
to increase fees in existing fee
campgrounds, initiate new fees
for current non-fee campgrounds,
extending reduced fees into
the shoulder season for several
campgrounds, and initiate a fee for
two new rental cabins.

The campground and cabin fees
would provide a sustainable source of
revenue that would enable the RGNF
to address day to day operations and
deferred maintenance associated with
these sites.

The public comment period on
the proposal begins on June 15 and
ends Nov. 1.

“Our developed recreation sites
continue to provide excellent
recreational opportunities for our
rapidly expanding userbase,” said Rio
Grande National Forest Supervisor
Dan Dallas. “The new fees and
increases in existing fees will ensure
long-term funding and a better path
to sustaining these highly used
recreational sites.”

Currently, 19 percent of the
developed campgrounds on the
RGNF do not charge a fee. If
approved, fee changes would go into
effect in the fall.

Advanced reservations for cabins
will be available through www.
recreation.gov or by calling 1-877-

444-6777. The reservation service
charges an $8. fee for reservations.

The Forest Service is encouraging
all interested citizens to visit the
official Fee Change Proposal project
page at www.fs.usda.gov/goto/Rec
Fee Changes and submit comments
through Nov. 1.

Forest officials will review and
consider all public comments and use
them to inform and adjust the final
proposal for the campground fees.
Once public involvement is complete,
these new fees will be reviewed
by the Rocky Mountain Regional
Officials prior to a final decision and
implementation.

For more information, visit the
dedicated Proposed Recreation Fee
Increase web page at www.fs.usda.
gov/goto/recfeechanges.

Recycle unused paint at drop-
off event in Creede on July 25

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

CREEDE — Afree and convenient
one-day paintdrop-offevent offered by
PaintCare is set for July 25 for Mineral
County. Households and businesses
can safely and easily drop off unused
paint for recycling from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.atthe Mineral County Landfill on
Dump Ground Road in Creede.

Households may bring any amount
of paint, stain, and or varnish. Limits
may apply to businesses. The event
will be held rain or shine.

PaintCare will accept unwanted
house paint and primers (latex or
oil-based); stains; deck and concrete
sealers; and clear finishes (varnish
and shellac). Paint must be in sealed,
original containers with the original
manufacturer’s label.

PaintCare cannot accept Leaking,

unlabeled, or empty containers;
aerosol spray paints; drums or
containers larger than five gallons;
hazardous waste or other chemicals,
such as paint thinner, solvents, motor
oil, spackle, glue, adhesive, roofing
tar, pesticides, or cleaning chemicals.

In addition, paintin good condition
will be made available to the public
for free at this event.

Through this one-day event,
PaintCare and Mineral County are
providing the community with a
convenient way to recycle paint.
Year-round PaintCare drop-off sites
are available across the state and are
located at participating hardware
stores, paint stores and recycling
centers. For more information, visit
www.paintcare.org/states/colorado/.

To register visit, https://paint-

creede.eventbrite.com.

Itisopentoall Colorado households
and businesses.

To use the PaintCare program
for oil-based paint, a business must
qualify as an exempt generator
under federal and any similar state
hazardous waste generator rules. Visit
www.paintcare.org/VSQG, for more
information on exempt generator
rules. If a business does not qualify
as an exempt generator, it will not be
able to use the program for oil-based
paint, but it can still use the program
for latex products.

Participants are requested to follow
the current recommendations and
requirements of the CDC, local,
and state health officials to protect
themselves and others from the spread
of COVID-19.

I believe that other than the
gospel regarding salvation through
faith in Christ, learning to walk in
love is the most important lesson in
God’s Word. Jesus says that love is
the most important commandment
(Mark 12:28-31). The apostle Paul
writes that love is the greatest thing
(1 Corinthians 13:13), and he tells
Timothy that the purpose of their
instruction is love that comes from a
pure heart (1 Timothy 1:5).

If I were only allowed to teach three
messages for the remainder of my life,
the first would be that we are saved
by grace through our faith in Jesus,
and by it we are justified and made
right with God. The second would be
the importance of spending regular
quality time with God. And the third
would be receiving God’s love, loving
Him in return, and walking in love
with other people.

Thankfully I don’t have to limit
my teaching to three subjects; I share
this only to show you how important
I believe walking in love is. After we
are saved by grace, if we were to focus
on this alone, we would avoid most of
our problems.

Love does no harm to anyone. And
people who walk in love cannot be
unhappy, because they don’t have their
minds on themselves but on what they
can do for God and others. I have often
said that we cannot be both selfish and
happy at the same time.

The kind of love I'm talking about
is not a carnal love. It is not a feeling,
although it may include feelings. It is
the same kind of love God gives to
us—unconditional, everlasting, and
powerful. It is called the “royal law”
of liberty (James 2:8) because the
person who truly loves others will not
break any of God’s commandments.

If we love God as we should, we

The Best Way to Love
Others and Yourself

will happily obey Him, and one of
His commands is that we should love
one another. As a matter of fact, Jesus
says, “A new command I give you:
Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another”
(John 13:34-35 NIV).

In Galatians 5:13-15, the apostle
Paul says, “You, my brothers and
sisters, were called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly
in love. For the entire law is fulfilled
in keeping this one command: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite
and devour each other, watch out or
you will be destroyed by each other.”

Love is something that can be seen
and felt. It is displayed in a variety of
ways. Love is patient, and it always
believes the best. Love helps others, it
gives, and it is quick to forgive. This
is a very basic list, but just those five
qualities of love are plenty to think
about and ask God to help us do.

I highly recommend that we all
major in walking in love. This requires
intentionality and saying no to self
regularly, but the rewards of peace,
joy, and greater fulfillment will always
outweigh the sacrifices we make. Let
us remember that Jesus said what we
have done to others, we have done to
Him (Matthew 25:40, 45). That is a
thought-provoking statement and one
that we should take time to meditate
on.

The last few verses of Galatians 5
gives us a warning from Paul that if
we bite and devour (fight and argue
with) one another, it may consume us.
It seems today that a large percentage
of the population is angry or resentful
about something, and Christians are
certainly not immune to these negative

Moving Up Higher

with

Joyce

Meyer L
feelings.

Anger is dangerous because it can
devour and consume us, and it often
becomes all we think about. The truth
is staying angry with your enemies is
like taking poison and hoping it will
hurt the person who hurt you. I like to
say, “Do yourself a favor and forgive.”
And Ephesians 4:32 says, “Be kind
and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ
God forgave you.

This really is the best way to live.
And when we do, we’re following
Paul’s instruction in Galatians 5:13-
14, to “serve one another humbly in
love” and to love others as we love
ourselves.

For more on this topic, order
Joyce’s teaching resource A Bible
Study of Galatians Action Plan. You
can also contact us to receive our free
magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life,
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting
www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She
has authored more than 135 books,
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE
MIND and THE POWER OF THANK
YOU (FaithWords). She hosts the
Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TV programs, which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit www.joycemeyer.
org.

Please note: The views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the respective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce
Meyer Ministries.
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CPW seeks public help to solve
bear poaching case near Creede

CREEDE — Colorado Parks and
Wildlife is asking the public for help
inidentifying the person whoillegally
killed a black bear last fall at
Mountain Views at Rivers ¥
Edge RV Resort south
of Creede in Mineral
County.

On Oct. 1, 2021,
CPW wildlife officers
responded to a call
of a dead bear in the
Rio Grande River at the
Mountain Views at Rivers
Edge RV Resort. Officers found a
7- or 8-year-old sow in the river
approximately 175 yards below the
bridge at the RV park.

Officers determined the bear was

shot,and they recovered a .22 caliber
air rifle pellet from the chest cavity
of the bear. The bear was shot as
much as two days before it was
found. CPW has actively
P investigated the incident
#, since its discovery.
“Willful destruction
of abig-game animal is
afelonyin Coloradoand
can result in a lifetime
suspension of hunting
and fishing privileges,”
said Brent Woodward, CPW’s
wildlife manager in the Creede
District. “Convictions could result in
fines ranging from $750to $3,000 and
jail time, depending on the charge.”
CPW is asking the public for any

information regarding the parties
responsible for the killing of this
black bear. Woodward can be
reached at 719-850-6366 or at brent.
woodward@state.co.us.

To provide information
anonymously, the public can contact
Operation Game Thief by phone at
877-265-6648 or by email at game.
thief@state.co.us.

Operation Game ThiefisaColorado
Parks and Wildlife program that
pays rewards to citizens who turn
in poachers. A citizens committee
administers reward funds in many
poaching cases, which is maintained
by private contributions. The board
may approve rewards of up to $1,000
for flagrant cases.

Rio Grande National Forest lifts fire restrictions

MONTE VISTA — Effective
Monday, June 27, fire restrictions
were removed for all lands managed
by the Rio Grande National Forest.

“The early onset of the monsoon
this year has provided significant
relief from the dry conditions we
were experiencing,” said Chad
Lewis, Fire Management Officer

for the Rio Grande National Forest.
“Although conditions are improving,
there may be isolated locations that
haven’t received as much rain and
could easily burn from careless
mistakes.”

Lewis encourages visitors to
practice these principles of outdoor
fire safety:

* Clear all burnable material within
three feet of campfire rings.

* Keep fires small and manageable.

* Never leave a fire unattended.

* Extinguish fires completely. Ifit’s
too hot to touch, it’s too hot to leave.

Forest officials said fireworks are
always illegal on federally managed
lands.

M 0 F FAT Continued from Page 1A m——.——

change. On June 24 and June 25, she
orchestrated opposition meetings in
Moffatand KV Estates. More than 60
people attended the gatherings and
signed a counter-petition.
According to Colorado law,
statutory towns can change theirname
if atleast 50 percent of the total voters
from the last mayoral election sign a
petition supporting the new name.
With 40 voters in the last election in
Moffat,only 20 must sign the petition
for the process to proceed. Signed
petitions submitted to the office of

the Secretary of State undergo a
minimum 30-day search period to
ensure that no other Colorado town
bears the same name.

After the name-change petition has
been submitted, the town board must
also set a time when the petition shall
be considered by residents. The board
must publish notice of the petition
presentation once each week for three
successive weeks in anewspaper that
has a general circulation in the vicinity
of the town.

Area 420 accounts for most of
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Grove-Bonanza Fire Station Chief
George Frees, the fundraiser covers
expenses for specialized equipment
and day-to-day station requirements.

A thermal-imaging camera, for
example, cost $8,000 this year, and a
“cutter” more commonly called “the
Jaws of Life” required another $40,000
from the station budget. Frees said both
pieces of equipment are life-savers.
Imagine a car on fire with multiple
occupants inside. The heat-imaging
device locates hotspots, providing
guidance for making the cuts.

Moores manages five stations
within the district’s 1,600 square
miles. Responsibility stretches from
the top of Poncha and Cochetopa
Passes south to Saguache County
Road L and east to include Moffat
and Crestone. However, crews also
help withincidents beyond the district
boundary. Interagency cooperation
is key for effective, rapid response.

Station Chief Frees and volunteers
selected winning tickets for the
fundraiser raffle at the end of the
event. Participants went home with
smoke detectors and other safety
devices and prizes.

Long-time department volunteer
and VillaGrove entrepreneur-resident
Jeff Shook discovered a flyer from
the 2002 fundraiser before this
year’s event. Shook and his wife
Amber formerly owned and operated
Villa Grove Trade, dating back four
decades. For history, Shook deferred
to the man who donated the first fire
truck, Gary Vollertsen.

Vollertsen lived in Florida at the

time, so someone had to come to pick
it up. He had connections with Villa
Grove and later made ithome in 1984
and volunteered for the department
himself. According to Vollertsen,
John and Elaine Woodard traveled
cross-country and slowly drove the
truck back to Colorado.

The station chief’s brother, David
Frees, received the “Mike Gelski
Award for Outstanding Volunteer
Achievement” from the Colorado
Emergency Management Association
for his 600 hours of volunteer service
in2021.David Frees currently serves
as the Captain and Lead Training
Officer for the department after
13 years of service. Since 2015,
David Frees has served as Team
Leader and Technical Rope Rescue
Technician with the Saguache
County Search and Rescue Team.
In 2016, he also started serving as
an Emergency Medical Technician
with the Northern Saguache County
Volunteer Ambulance District.

The station chief’s wife, Shannon
Frees, leads the Villa Grove Fire
Department Auxiliary group. They
provide supportduring operations and
run events like the annual fundraiser.
When the Moffat fire in October 2021
drew volunteers from surrounding
towns and districts, the Auxiliary
provided meals for everyone.

Raffle participants on Saturday
went home with donated items, and
the bake sale yielded more proceeds.
The loaves of Swiss Braid Zopf that
Shannon Frees baked disappeared
long before the fundraiser ended.

the 70 cannabis cultivation licenses
issued near Moffat, up from a pair of
licenses in 2016.

The agenda posted for the next
Moffat Town Board meeting on
June 28 at 7 p.m. did not include a
discussion about the name change
for the town.
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

individual insurance.

Medicare doesn't pay for dental care.
As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase

Early detection can prevent small

problems from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year.

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.?

Treatment is expensive — especially the
services people over 50 often need.

Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1.219 for a crown®
can be a real burden, especially if you're on a fixed income.

1" Meddicare § You" Canbters for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2021, 2 "How might my oral and denfal health change a5 | ageT", www, usnews.com, 11302018
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SOS announces
petitions to recall

Payne are

Barring successful
protest, governor will
set date for election

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

In a “Statement of Sufficiency”
sent out from the office of the
Colorado Secretary of State
(SOS) on Thursday, June 23, it
was announced that the Colorado
Secretary of State has found the
petition to recall District Attorney
Alonzo Payne to be “sufficient,”
meeting those requirements as
determined by state statute.

Four weeks ago, following a
concentrated, Valley-wide effort
involving more than a dozen city
staff and numerous employees
whose goal was to gain 6,000
signatures, employees with the
City of Alamosa delivered petitions
bearing 5,974 signatures to the
Elections Division of the Secretary
of State. Upon receiving the
petitions, personnel with the SOS
conducted a thorough review,
including checking the eligibility
of each signature submitted.

Those leading the recall effort
were only required to have 3,996
valid signatures — a number
based upon a percentage of those
who voted in the last election as
determined by statute — for the
petition to be deemed sufficient.

The goal of 6,000 had been set to

‘sufficient’

|

File photo
Alonzo Payne

allow for any signatures that may be
rejected for reasons of eligibility.

In the announcement from the
SOS, a summary of the “petition
verification summary” indicated
that 5,974 signatures had been
submitted; the number of entries
rejected (invalid) totaled 1,217,
resulting in 961 more valid
signatures being submitted than
what was required.

Under Colorado law, there is
a 15-day protest period, during
which any eligible elector can file
aprotest with the office of the SOS.
Barring a successful protest, at the
conclusion of the protest period,
the Governor will be responsible
for setting an election date.

Ski-Hi Stampede Parade theme

Contributed photo

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the San Luis Valley Ski-Hi Stampede. The Stampede Parade
Committee, pictured,Sara Copley, Lorelynn Buss,Anita Olme, Linda Weyers, Debbie Garcia,Jacqueline
Hurst, Letha Hersheys, is excited to be part of this long-standing tradition once again by offering parades
Friday and Saturday, July 22 and 23. This year’s theme is Remembering the Resilience, Celebrating
100 years. The parade is a much-anticipated part of Stampede, showcasing the area’s youth, talents,
businesses and unity. First 100 participants for both days will receive a commemorative ribbon. Parade
entry forms can be picked up at Poole Agribusiness,2060 S Rd SE, Monte Vista or contact Letha Hershey
719-588-0212. Forms need to be returned by July 15. A $10 late fee will be assessed thereafter.
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Drought impacts water rights on Rio Grande

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

VALLEY — For more than two
decades, leaders in the local agricul-
tural community have warned of the
inevitability of less and less water be-
ing available for the irrigation of crops
in the San Luis Valley.

As the current drought continues
to persist, even those not engaged in
farming or raising livestock can read
the headlines or look at maps that show
large swaths of the Valley blanketed
in colors indicating extreme drought.
Yet, there are moments when the stark
reality of those warnings becomes
abundantly clear.

One of those moments occurred
this week.

On Thursday, June 16, Cleave
Simpson, general manager for the Rio

Grande Water Conservation District,
shared a sobering fact.

“As of today, a water right adjudi-
cated on the Rio Grande river in 1871
is the last water right being served on
the river,” he said.

Water rights in Colorado are based
on the prior appropriation doctrine,
otherwise known as “first-in-time,
first-in-right.” Those with the oldest,
and therefore most senior, appropria-
tions of water have priority over other
younger, or more junior, water rights.

Please see WATER on Page 3

Drought impacting allocation of
water from Rio Grande.

Courtesy photo

Creede sets parade
theme for 4th fJ uly

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE — Though the City of
Creede did not get many sugges-
tions for this year’s parade theme,
the one they selected will be fun
and entertaining for participants
and spectators. The town is well
known for their Fourth of July cel-
ebrations and this year is turning
out to be no different. The theme
this year is “Creede: The True Sil-
ver Lining.”

Two full days, July 3 and 4, will
be filled with the Colorado State
Mining competitions, which are
a salute of the town’s rich mining
heritage. Mining competitions are
a part of Creede’s history, dating
back to the early days when mining
was still active. Some of the events
include Jack-Leg Drilling, Hand
Steeling, Mucking, Spike Driving
and much more.

The event begins on July 3 in the
afternoon at the Days of 92’ arena
located behind Basham Park on
Main Street. It is free and open to
the public.

File photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Creedeisready to celebrate the Fourth of July and will be looking for the
‘True Silver Lining’ with this year’s parade.

At 10 a.m. on July 4, the annual
Fourth of July Parade will make its
way down Main Street. Over the
past four years or so, the event has
gained attention from spectators
visiting from around the world. It

is advised that people who want
to participate in the event arrive
early as there are typically 10,000
or more people in the area for the
parade.

Please see THEME on Page 7

OptiMystics Citizens Action Network to host VIBE

MONTE VISTA — The Opti-
Mystics Citizens Action Network
is hosting VIBE or Very Important
Business Engagement.

On the first Tuesday of every
month, the OptiMystics will be
hosting a meeting that will con-
sist of single or multiple guest
speakers from business owners to
marketing experts, to community

leaders, to security specialists
and many other different types of
speakers. There will be at least a
15-minute presentation from each
guest speaker along with time to
mingle and ask questions.

The first meeting will take
place at Grammy’s Kitchen at
104 Adams in Monte Vista, on
July 5 at 6 p.m. Everyone is

welcome to attend the meeting.
Food and drinks will be available
to purchase.

Jason Medina of the Small Busi-
ness Development Center will be
the speaker on July 5.

For more information on the
meeting, contact the OptiMystics
at OptimysticsCAN@ gmail.com
or visit optimystics.org.

SUBMITTED ARTICLE

SAN LUIS — The Town of
San Luis is partnering on several
events and community develop-
ment efforts this summer includ-
ing the Fiesta de Santiago y Santa
Ana, Taste of San Luis, business
Experience Accelerator, and Sav-
ing Places conference.

Downtown Colorado, Inc.
(DCI) is partnering with San Luis
to help coordinate these efforts to
advance economic and commu-
nity development goals. DCI has
been working with San Luis since
early 2021 through the Colorado
Challenge Accelerator Program.

The Challenge Program is a
technical assistance program
focused on establishing a plan of
work and proposal that engages
public, private, and non-profit
partners to address a significant
community challenge. Colorado
Challenge Communities receive
ongoing support from DCI to es-
tablish sustainable economic and
community development.

The Town of San Luis invites
you to the 171-year-old tradition
of celebrating the feast days of
San Luis’ patron saints, San-
tiago and Santa Ana. The Fiesta
de Santiago y Santa Ana is a
gathering of local generations to
enjoy church events, authentic
food, traditional music and most
importantly, fun and community
fellowship, while honoring the
cultural uniqueness and heritage
of San Luis, the oldest town in
Colorado, and its surrounding

2022 Fiesta de Santiago
y Santa Ana kicks of two
weeks of events in San Luis

villages.

The 2022 Fiesta is set for July
22-24 and kicks off on Friday,
July 22, with bands, the Feast
of Santiago, food, a car show,
a 10k run/walk, and more. In
2022, the Town of San Luis is
excited to unveil a Pop Up Town
Plaza Event, the updated facades
in its historic downtown, and
the Experience San Luis Farm
to Spaceship Accelerator work
with several local business and
property owners.

The Pop Up Town Plaza and
Farm to Spaceship Accelerator
will use parklets and installations
to activate spaces in the commu-
nity and invite locals and visitors
to experience our San Luis food,
products, and places. The instal-
lations will remain in place until
Aug. 7, as the Colorado Preserva-
tion, Inc. brings its first Saving
Places — On the Road event to
San Luis to celebrate the San
Luis Valley.

Volunteers and vendors are
wanted for the Santa Ana y San-
tiago Fiesta and Pop Up Plaza.
Limited space is available.

Anyone interested in being a
vendor during this family event,
would like to help plan the event,
would like to enter a float for the
parade contest, have a car to enter
into the Classic Car Show or en-
ter to walk or run in the Stations
of the Cross 10K, contact the San
Luis Town Hall at 719-672-3321
or visit www.townofsanluisco.

Please see FIRSTA on Page 7

Money Matters
Invest in Smart Advertising.
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In this case, those whose water
rights were decreed in or before 1871
will have access to water from the Rio
Grande. All those with water rights
issued after 1871 up to 1959, the last
year a new appropriation was made on
the river, will not be able to use water
from the river this season unless more
rain falls.

“We’re not even at the end of June
yet,and we are way down on the appro-
priation list,” Simpson said. “If you’re
already down to turning off water that
was appropriated after 1871, this is an
ugly set of circumstances.”

The drought of 2002 was the worst
drought in recorded history and is the
standard by which other periods of
drought are measured.

“We’re not on pace with 2002 but
we’re pretty bad,” Simpson said.

He speaks from experience. In 2002,
Simpson had to ship his cows to calve
in Missouri, which he described as a
“disaster in itself.” While conditions
today are not quite as extreme, there are
similarities to what happened twenty
years ago.

“People who rely on just surface
water will be faced with choices. Sell
your herd or be prepared to buy hay
to feed their cows. But it’s going to
be impossible to buy hay to feed cows
this year from an economic standpoint.
Those prices are going to be high be-
cause everyone is experiencing such a
drought. And people who have wells
to back up their supply, those resources
are being stressed. You can see it in the
unconfined aquifer very readily every
day. Look on our website and you can
see the levels go down. We just don’t
have the water resources that we’ve
had in the past, and we can’t keep
pumping the way we’ve been.”

While farmers and ranchers will be
facing tough choices soon, Simpson
— whose approach is consistently

equal parts recognition of a challenge
and search for the solution — is also
focused on the larger questions that
extend beyond this growing season.

“How do we adapt and change with-
out fundamentally changing what we
look like and what drives our economy,
culture and community? We’re trying
to do this very thoughtfully and incre-
mentally. I think, without a doubt, there
is going to be less irrigated acres here
than historically there has been.

“And, for me, I’ve been focusing a
lot of time and energy on is there a path
here for renewable energy. Can solar
energy fill some of that gap? There are
tremendous hurdles in that space of try-
ing to make that a reality. Of course, |
don’t want to see 50,000 acres of solar
panels but there’s certainly room for
some here, and I think it could fill that
economic void that will come from
taking out some irrigated acres.”

Without going into much detail,
Simpson mentioned some recent
“small wins,” but recognizes it is go-
ing to take a collaborative, concerted
effort to make the gains that, he feels,
may hold promise.

“Interest is growing,” he said. “And
the timing couldn’t be much better.
The state wants to be carbon free. Xcel
wants to be carbon free. Tri-state wants
to be carbon free. It feels like there’s
momentum and the San Luis Valley
would be the premier place for more

solar. It’s just a matter of getting the
right people in the right place at the
right time. There are a handful of us
who are working toward that.”

Simpson said another economic
piece relates to changing crops that
are grown. Personally, he is contracted
with a local processor to raise 50 acres
of industrial hemp, largely driven by
the water scarcity that makes farming
“harder and harder.”

Historically, the Valley raises about
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Have a Safe

150,000 acres of alfalfa and other hay.
If Simpson can raise hemp with the
same success he has raising alfalfa,
he estimates it would cut his water
consumption by half.

But the potential reward hemp can
bring goes hand in hand with chal-
lenges with processing and marketing,
a situation where Simpson reports be-
ing “really excited about hemp at times
and really frustrated at other times.”

Everything must be considered, he
says, including co-ops, value added
crops, diversification, resiliency. There
is also potential in conservation ease-
ments on aquifers, as Colorado Open
Lands is currently discussing with
farmers.

“It’s not a disaster yet,” he said
and then stopped, trying to remember
a quotation to address how he sees
things. He settled for paraphrasing.
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“Things happen as a result of catastro-
phe or thoughtful leadership.”

The best option, in Simpson's view,
is to choose the latter.
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chicken wings. Wide
variety of Beer.
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~ Mike W., Google Reviews
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Fresh Ingredients,
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CLUES ACROSS

1. __ de Mornay, actress
8. Surrenders

13. Omission

14. The white poplar
15.They become butterflies
19. Used to chop

20. Select

21.Volcanic craters

22. Consumer price index
23. Utilize

24."True Blood” actress Paquin
25. Got up

26.Sank in

30. Retail

31. Giants

32. Most bald

33. Changes color

34, Unit of loudness

35. Undresses

38. Fathers

39. Learned skill

40. Remove qualification
44, Covered with frost
45, Speak up

46. Nowhere to be found
47. Part of surgery (abbr.)
48.Type of wrap

49. Church seating

50. Mathematical figure

51. College football
conference

55. Turkish officer title

57. Organized body of
knowledge
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58. Smooth and glossy
59. Left

CLUES DOWN

1. Get back

2.Pass or go by

3. Having a sharp taste

4. Midway between east and
southeast

5. Cairo Regional Airport

6. Peace officer

7. Brings to life

8. Automotive vehicles

9. One point south of due east
10. Football position

11. Goes by

12. Most attractive

16. Road divisions

17. Not the sea

18. Small, faint constellation
22.Cabbage

25. Least frequent
27.Change slightly

28. A country in NE Africa

57

59

29. Metric units of measure
30. More coherent

32. Make uninteresting

34. Nausea

35. Institution of
Oceanography

36. Of little value

37.Hindu model of the ideal
man

38. Biblical exclamation
40. You throw it at a board
41. Be about to happen
42. Brutal

43. Opened one’s mouth
widely

45, 19th letter of Greek
alphabet

48. Saturate
51.The woman

52. Someone who is highly
skilled

53. A way to launch an attack
on

54. Where golfers begin
56. Atomic number 58
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-Wide Classified (11T

MARKETPLACE

RATES 'DEADLINE

[ CLASSIFIED INDEX

ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS o

01 TICKETS 53 L AWN & GARDEN 45 ANIMAL BREEDING 15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES ig Eﬁ(\)SRTSUERSE&Fng?E'E\‘T $19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.

03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS .

04 LOST & FOUND 28 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15Word§ or less for 1 week Thursday 5:00 pm
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word.

06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold

Call 719-852-3531

SELOWEN L SO, TSRO, eriees nien o b oy
08 WORK WANTED PUTERS " 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT (Limited to private party only, 2ads per person, 4weeks.) | or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement:
SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’'S To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V.’SICAMPERS Ave.in MonteVista,orcall (719)852-3531. Businesshours
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT géNé\LTSCiLfELSS OPPORTUNITY are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email
12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS ?Z!R\II\YSEPSJI':\!AFI-{:IFTCS)N at montevistaclass@gmail.com Easy Payment OptIOHS
13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS ~ 58 MOTORCYCLES Check your ad the first day: . . We accept Visa, Master Card,
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- American Express, Discover,
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4'S rightaway so we can correctit.Ifan errorappearsin your Checks, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT gi /T\BLTJSESFOR SALE day of advertising.
19 FARM & FARMLAND 42 FEED & SEED icv: ichi i
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY 43 FARM PRODUCTS SERVICES Our ad policy:Valley Publishing accepts all classified

advertising exceptthatwhichitdeemsobjectionable

65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be

66 CHILD CARE

21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

44 FARM SERVICES

\.

given for early ad cancellation.

]
S

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW
FALL Price: Tell us the code
«ELK17» and you will get $17/

Ib for Elk Grade A and $13/1b paced office. We are looking Weather Data from gLV Research Cemnler focaled on a‘.’;e an anclf Tuzyé&ﬁ oo T
for Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of for a dependable, highly orga- Cro Date |PatY r;ﬁoﬁiteirnsz o Dates Em_ccﬁ o ,-m:h::;, °r
Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657- nized person. Mu.st have exceller}t 3 Planted 7556 625 ( E.v‘?dw 6/23 ?day 3day 4day S5day 7day
0942 (TEN) communication skills and can multi- Moravian 69 04/05 013 | 0.18 | 021 | 016 | 031 [ 052 | 068 o077 | 1.22
For information on meetings for task. Candidate should have an ac- Moravian 69 05/05 | 013 | o8 | 021 | 016 | 031 [ 0D 068 | 077 | 1.2z
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON- counting bgckground with current Early Wheat 04/05 013 | 0.18 | 0.21 016 | o031 052 | o6 | o077 \ 22
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS CS*perience in AR and AP. A working Larly Wheat 05/05 012 | 018 | ozt | 0.6 | 031 pse | oee | ovv | 122
. knowledge of Excel & MS Word. White Wheat 04/05 0.13 | 0.18 | 0.21 | 0.16 | 0.31 0.52 | 0.69 077 | 1.z2
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa. Benefits include paid vacation, White Wheal 05/05 012 | 018 | 021 | 0.8 | 031 052 | 0oB9 | 077 | 1.e2
org or call 719-937-5083. insurance and 401(K). Wages will | [Winterwheat | 10/01 0.12 | 0.17 | 0.21 | 0.16 | 0.29 | 0.50 | 0.67 0.75 | 1.20
be based on experience. E-Mail Potatoes
e Couny Land DT founes nd aestons o | (R Lo Tose Tose Tese T fome fom fose [oc [o
. : : ingResumes@mtnking.com (7/13) : — - — —— - — — — —
partment is accepting applica- MNugget D5/05 poc | oos | oos | con | o1a | nee | o2 ose | oac
tions for a full time second Code Del Norte Jr/Sr High School Alfalfa Est. 0.15 | 0.20 | 0.24 | 0.19 0.35 0.60 0.78 0.88 | 1.40
Enforcement Officer. Salary to is looking for an energetic and Lawngrass Est. 012 | 017 | 020 | 046 | 0289 | 050 | D65 073 | 1.17

be determined on experience
starting at $35,000/year. Ap-
plicants must have a valid Colo-
rado Drivers License, must pass
a criminal background check as
well as a pre-employment drug
test. The employment application
and job description can be found
on www.saguachecounty.colorado.
gov, picked up at the Saguache
County Administration Office, 505
3rd Street, Saguache, CO or can
be emailed to you, please contact
April Quintana at 719-655-2231.
Applications will be accepted until
filled. Saguache County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. (6/29)

OFFICE MANAGER: Moun-
tain King Potato has a full-
time permanent Office Man-
ager position available for fast-

experienced candidate to serve
as a Secondary / High School
Science Teacher. Classes would
include Biology, Chemistry, In-

tegrated Science, and Anatomy.

ESTIMATED CROP WATER USE

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu

Applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree or higher and possess or be
able to obtain a Colorado Teaching
License with a secondary Science
endorsement. Please submit your
application, resume, and cover
letter to: Aaron Horrocks, URGSD
Superintendent at ahorrocks@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mr. Horrocks
at 719-657-4040. Applications can
be picked up at the District Office
or online at www.urtigers.co (7/13)

Valley Lumber is hiring a season-
al possible full-time driver/yard
associate. Salary based on expe-
rience. Duties include deliveries,
loading/unloading trucks, helping
customers, and providing inventory
support. Lumber yard experience a
plus. The ability to work occasional
Saturdays is necessary. Please ap-
ply in person at Valley Lumber
0981 North Hwy 285, Monte Vista
or call 719-852-2481. (7/13)

Help Wanted-Creede School Dis-
trict Employment Opportunities
K-12 ESS Teacher K-12 Interven-
tion Services Teacher To apply
visit Creedek12.net orcall 719 658
2220 for more information.(7/13)

PART-TIME SALES

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in
advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience
is appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

The Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office is accepting applications
for Full-Time and/or Part-Time
Dispatcher’s. Applicants must
be 21 years old and have a high
school education or GED. Appli-
cants must be proficient in comput-
ers, be able to multi-task, a problem
solver. Applications must pass a
criminal background check as well
as a drug test. Medical, dental, vi-
sion benefits and 401-k options are
available for Full-Time employees.
Starting pay is $15.05. Applications
may be picked up at the Saguache
County Sheriff’s Office located at
530 5" St., Saguache, CO or by call-
ing 719-655-2544. The Saguache
County Sheriff’s Office is an equal
opportunity employer. Positions are
open until filled. (7/6)

Are you the type of person that
writes down your receipts in a
check register and then at the
end of the month compares your
bank statement to it? Do your co-
workers marvel at the way you
can multitask with a smile? How
would you like to use your skills
to benefit the community you live
in? Come work for us! The Ala-

2022 Theme: Crea’ﬂon Speaks

Based on Genesis 1:1-"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,”
and John 1:1a-"In the beginning there was the Word...”

Camp Dates:

2nd, 3rd & 4th Grade Camp - June 26-July 1

Sth & 6th Grade Camp - July 10-15

Middle School Camp-July 17-22
High School Camp - July 24-29

Cost: 5365 Scholarships are available.
Find more information and registration at:

Beaver Creek Youth Camp s an equal

www.beavercreekcamp.org

0885 CR 20A, PO Box 186, South Fork, CO 81154
manager@beavercreekcamp.org

(719) 588-7627

opportunity service provider and
employer and operates under special
use permit from the USDA Forest
Service, Bio Grande Mational Forest.
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mosa County Treasurer’s Office
is seeking an Accounting Tech
IT and Public Trustee Specialist
to join our team. This position
helps not only out Treasurer’s
Office run effortlessly but other
county offices as well. Full time,
full benefits. $15.00 - $16.00/hour
DOE. Applications may be picked
up at Alamosa County Human
Resource Office located at 8900-
A Independence Way or obtained
online at www.alamosacounty.
org. Inquiries may be directed to
humanresources @alamosacounty.
org (7/6)

the athletic staff in a positive and
professional manner which builds
character in both staff and students;
lead and represent the Upper Rio
Grande School District and athletic
department in a manner that builds
pride and success for the Del Norte
Tigers, and communicate with and
engage all stakeholders to maintain
connection from our athletics to our
parents and community partners.
Please submit your application,
resume, and cover letter to Aaron
Horrocks, Superintendent at ahor-
rocks@urtigers.co, or call 719-657-
4040.(6/29)

Part-Time Legal Assistant, expe-
rience preferred. 719-850-852-
5101. (7/06)

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS
REPORTER MMEDIATELY

For the Conejos and
Costilla areas. Writing and
photography experience
necessary. Send resume,
writing and photography
samples to Valley
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box
607, Monte Vista, CO
81144 or email bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com

Substitutes needed at Upper
Rio Grande School District in
Del Norte! We need subs for
Teachers (must have sub license),
Classified Employees (must have
sub license), cafeteria worker,
and bus drivers. Call or email:
Aaron Horrocks at 719-657-4040
(ahorrocks@urtigers.co) for more
information, go on-line: urtigers.
co, or stop by the district office at:
950 French Street, Del Norte, CO
to pick up an application. (6/29)

Assistant Cook in our Cafeteria
needed at Upper Rio Grande School
District. Must have a high school
diploma and some knowledge of
working in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay is dependent
on prior experience. Please contact
Leslie Martinez at 719-657-4040,
x1100 or email her at Imartinez@
urtigers.co. (6/29)

Upper Rio Grande School Dis-
trict is seeking a positive, energetic
and experienced candidate to fill the
position of Secretary to the Su-
perintendent/School Board. Ap-
plicants must have a high school
diploma or GED and previous
secretarial experience. Duties also
include some HR work, CDE re-
porting, substitute teacher organi-
zation and calling, etc. Computer
proficiency required. Please submit
your resume and cover letter to:
Aaron Horrocks, Superintendent at
ahorrocks@urtigers.co or contact
Aaron at 719-657-4040.(6/29)

Jr/Sr High School Athletic Direc-
tor needed at Upper Rio Grande
School District. Responsibilities
will include to direct and manage
the athletic program, budget, and
facilities for grades 7-12 in the
Upper Rio Grande School Dis-
trict; recruit and manage coaches
in conjunction with the principal
for all sports and extracurricular
athletic activities; provide students
with the opportunity to participate
in athletic activities; and ensure
compliance with all federal, state,
CHSAA, and local requirements.
Additionally, the AD will lead

2022 OPEN POSITIONS FOR
ONE-CENT OVERSITE COM-
MITTEE-City of Monte Vista
seeks two citizens with a desire
to volunteer and serve the Monte
Vista One Cent Oversite Commit-
tee. The One Cent Oversite Com-
mittee consists of persons residing
in the City of Monte Vista who have
been appointed by the Monte Vista
City Council. One Cent Oversite
Committee members serve in an
advisory capacity to the City of
Monte Vista Council in matters
relating to the appropriation of
funds on the 1-cent tax passed in
2019. Interested applicants please
send letter of interest to uvance@
ci.monte-vista.co.us or 95 West
1st Street Monte Vista, CO. 81144
no later than June 30, 2022. Please
make sure that your letter of interest
contains your email address, as this
will be a main source of communi-
cation. City Council will appoint
members at the July 7, 2022 City
Council Meeting. (6/29)

The Northern Saguache Fire
Protection District, a special
taxing district, is accepting let-
ters of interest for the position
of Administrative Secretary. This
is a part time position that will be
working with the District Fire Chief
and District Board Members as a
contract employee. The position is
responsible for monthly account-
ing work and financial statement
preparation, compliance with Colo-
rado Sunshine Law, attendance at
monthly meetings, preparation of
agenda, meeting minutes, budgets
and other administrative duties as
required. The successful candidate
must be able to work indepen-
dently, using sound judgement in
making decisions and maintain-
ing confidentiality. High School
diploma or equivalent and experi-
ence in governmental or special
district accounting and bookkeep-
ing is required. The ability to use
QuickBooks, Excel, MSWord, the
internet as well as the willingness
to learn programs provided by the
State for reporting and requesting
funds is required. The applicant
must provide an office area and
necessary office equipment in-
cluding computer with access to
internet and e-mail. Compensation
will be determined by experience
and qualifications. To apply send
a letter of interest and resume
including 3 references to PO Box
556, Saguache, CO. 81149. Drug
testing and Background checks will
be completed on final applicants.
(6/25)

Driveline is Hiring in our area.
For more Information visit www.
drivelineretail/careers.com (6/25)

17 Real Estate

For Sale
2-bedroom, 4 car Garage in Cen-
ter. CO. 1-bedroom apt next to

Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

' YV anagedby, ﬁ %

en W/J J ,,_.JJ MP?”Q@@J@’MW@
AT A Comoura TSNl erore f‘mma.lj Saciety ..

Ifjyoufaneintene E@ a(ilﬁ)lj)tll’l @ﬂﬂ 5*2 SS66
Visit Our

(@ penblunes = Eiulsl a;m.‘ Texienl, %2 SE e ‘ Sun QI SISEP Iy
Viondayl&inon-businessihournsibylappointinent: only
Facebook
Page

2825iShemmantAves s iviontevista

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the lu]f]pe’ Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

l‘]

Biscuit the Boxer mix, 4 month old
female, lots of energy, great companion.
She learns very quickly, but is a tad
stubborn. Biscuit has already been here 2
months, let’s get this baby into a home!

+ 9 ‘Pamnt With ’

B~ & t«he f- ! o
‘ - Saturday July 2nd:2-4pm and Sunday July, 31;14‘11 am-4 pm
at The Conour Animal Shelter! Br1ng>y0ur¢pets, or paint w1thqthelpack' All pets must be on
leashes or in carriers, if your pet isn’t friendly let us know we’ll'do a special set-up! $15 per

canvas, all proceeds go towards helping the dogs'in’our care!

Plott Houd/Pointer Puppies!!!
2 and a half months old, can go home in July!

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess’’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

No Cost Consultation: Know what'’s possible for You ! Includes
preliminary evaluation and C(BCT image. $500 value. Expires: 6/30/2022.

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.
I was having constant health
problems that were getting
worse every day. My diseased
teeth and gums were draining
me of my energy and it was
impossible to stay healthy. After
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr.
Thornell placed dental implants
and | got a new set of teeth in
just one day. | am now healthier
and feel better than | have ina
long time. | also have a great
smile. Dr. Thornell you are a life
saver! | can’t thank you enough.
~ B.Gullette

William F. Thornell
DDS, MAGD, DICOI

35 years implant and oral
surgery experience

Medicare

Certified Provider
pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

Medicare

Certified Provider

Convenient payment plans and 5
financing options available. =3

Credit Cards
Accepted

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E * Located above Higher Grounds Coffee *970-444-1298

Pag osaC

ctental
mplant
Center
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house on 4 lots 175,000 OBO Call
719-217-7886. (7/20)

upon request. $400 719-480-0810.
(7/6)

UTD on all shots. Pictures available
$500.00 call 719-515-9141 (7/6)

35.71 acres between Monte Vista
and Alamosa on County Line
Road, borders highway, good
grass, easy access, power and ready
to build on. Priced $109,000. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty Inc 719-873-1700. (6/29)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350
GPM well water, 25 Shares of
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of
good water rights out of Carnero
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral
calf feedlot, good production and
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. (6/29)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call
anytime, weekdays, weekends,
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (6/29) TEN

36 Miscellaneous
Craftsman Lawn Tractor 19.5 HP
Variation Speed with 42-in Deck
New Basket assembly $1,100.
Bissell Pro Carpet Shampooer used
only once $125.00, Call Earl 719-
274-5371 (6/29)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500
(6/29)

STEEL STORAGE CON-
TAINERS - Sales, Rentals &
Modifications! Containers are water
& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53” in
length. Call for more information
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc.
— Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 (6/29 TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.
Custom Cables and PV Wire.
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S.
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500.
(6/29)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $9
No rain and covered--local Call:
719-480-2089 (7/13)

48 Pets and Supplies
Mini Aussies! Born 5/14/22.
Ready week of 7/19/22. Blue
Merle’s, black tri’s and one brown
tri. Parents registered. Call Mary
for more info 720-234-5796. (7/6)

PUPPIES!!! Mini Auggie Pups...
(MiniAussie/Corgi Cross) Super
cute! Fully vaccinated and checked
by vet. Only a few left, come pick
yours today! Pictures avaialbel

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

OODLES OF POODLES!!!
GOLDENOODLES AND NEW-
FIEPOOS... Poodle Mix pups
make great hepoallergenic pets!

LOOKING FOR A FURRY
FRIEND??? Golden Retrievers
make awsome, friendly pets... Up
to date on all shots and vaccina-

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, LL.c
L. Blair Nielsen DC + (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by
appointment with Chiropractic
and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement.and
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple
Treatment Approaches

~ \; d
FING®EU
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims + Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113

M'F 7 aomo's pomo

oali t

S Spray Foam Insulatiﬁnc

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin - (719) 849-5233
Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E +Monte Vista

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Shopping That's JustYour Style: "R
cshwecRenaManie ¢

outiq

ue

fe

[h

Specializing in memorial, holiday. any ogcééight it
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs; keychains; carandlbib)
vehiele vinylland!decals, business cardSand muc"lli',more.
Call Marie at 719-849-149< tojplace your orde

todaylor email mariemedina3 O @hotmail.comy,

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

YourHometown/Excavation'&DirtWork Experts

Our heavy construction services include earthwork
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic
systems, demolition, road development and
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

L ]

RIO GRANDE CIVIL

22357 US Highway 160 719.850.0450
Del Norte office@riograndecivil.com

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY
y & TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

Mystik

LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

¢

DOORS L.L.c.

Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Automotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoors Vinylkene"g

Wood, Barbed Wirerand All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-FreeEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568 ‘

> We make no guarantees of your !
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

No Tittle
No Keys
No Worries!

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

Master Roofing

aneral Construction
D Customs Homes,
| Garages and Roofing
1% 9900 Cty. Rd. 12 ¢ Antonito
, Call Marvin 719-398-3185
Free Estimites
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tions. Senior discounts available
to htose who are 60 years of age or
older. Call to reserve yours today!!!
$650.00 719-588-3687.(7/6)

FOR SALE!!! 8 Month Old Nor-
weigian Elkhound Male. Friendly!
UTD on shots. $175.00 719-852-
0765. (7/6)

50 Livestock
For Sale 2yo laying hens. Price
varies by quantity. Call or txt 719-
588-0248. (6/29)

For Sale Pullets Several Breads
All are outside, 4 months old 719-
588-0363. (7/6)

65 Professional

Services
FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mow-
ing around homesteads and out
buildings. Center, LaGarita Area.
Call (715)699-3703 (6/29)

LICENSED PLUMBER does
all types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
(7/27) TEN

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation.

*

15™ ANNUAL

LA JARR AMISH SCHOOL
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

*

SATURDAY, JULY 9, 2022.9 A.M.

Location: 10725 St. Hwy. 285 « Antonito

Hand-Stitched Quilts - Handcrafted Furniture « Crafts

Rugs « Swing Sets « Small Cabins « Playhouses

Tools « Miscellaneous Items

64 Autos for Sale Guaranteed lowest pri Call 1
prices. Ca
]eeps for Sale: 8T CJ-7 62 Wheel- Tony, 970-903-1403. 6/01 TFN corISIgnments wantEd

ies Wagon as is. CJ7 clutch prob-
lems 81 Wheelie, fuel pump Prob-
lems Text 719-248-5389. Price is
Firm! (6/22)

Two Cars — 2008 Prius 127,392
miles, summer-winter tires and
wheels $9000; 2003 Saturn Ion
4-Door, 71,000 miles, $1,700. Call
719-298-8512 or 719-766-1014

THEME

Continued from Page 1

The rest of the day is full of
various events and fundraisers, in-
cluding the annual lunch fundraiser
hosted by the Mineral County Fire
Department. Businesses, restau-
rants, the Underground Mining
Museum and Creede Historical Mu-
seum are open throughout the day.

As the night draws closer, people
are invited to participate in the
Chute Out Rodeo series that of-
fers a special rodeo in honor of the
Fourth of July. The Creede Reper-
tory Theatre will also have two
plays throughout the day, includ-
ing a showing of “Little Shop of
Horrors” at 6 p.m. A full list of the
2022 season can be found on their
website at www.creederep.org.

Fireworks on July 4 will depend
on weather and fire conditions.

For more information or a full
list of events, please visit www.
creede.com.

FIESTA

Continued from Page 1
org, for more information.
Business permits are required
to sell food or merchandise at this
Town of San Luis’ historic celebra-
tion. Vendors will need to download
and fill out the application and re-
turn it to the San Luis Town Hall to
reserve a spot at the 2022 Festival.
Tent booths, table displays, and
vending trucks are welcome.
Premium booth spots are avail-
able for $30 per day. The fee for
a Special Event Permit/Vendor
Permit is $30 for the two days. For
questions call, 719-672-3321.

DRESSES

VaIIey Publishing has all
NEW email agldresses!

ys
News: bwilliams @valleypublishinginc.com
Classfeds: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+
years-experience in carpentry,
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free
Estimates 719-496-7630. (6/29)

Baked Goods & Lunch Available by School Parents

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:

Freddie (719) 588-9558 « Edward (719) 992-8334 - Mose (719) 298-8187

el s
" ¥

ARTISAN
& CRAFT
VENDORS

DEL NORTE, COLORADO
SPRUCE STREET

batwaan Grand Ave. & Bth Streat
(& Simple Fonds & Carthees Roadhouse

MERCADO

MarcadoDelNorte.org | Facebook: Marcado Dael Norte
Acceptina Vendor Apolications Onlina!

Mercado Del Norte
Returns to Spruce
Street for Summer 2022

This block-party style farmers mar-
ket and live music event will cele-
brate its 2nd year in the town of Del
Norte!

Where: Spruce Street and HWY
160, next to Simple Foods & Carthers
Roadhouse.

When: Every Thursday from 2PM-
6PM, starting June 4 through Sep-
tember

Mercado Del Norte is a lively farm-
ers market event featuring fresh local
vegetables and meat, coffee, soaps,
CBD, art, jewelry, clothing, and
more! The event will also feature live
music from local musicians and larg-
er bands.

The market has an EBT and Dou-
ble-Up Food Bucks for purchasing
fresh produce.

Bring the whole family along to cel-
ebrate community, enjoy the summer
vibes, and boogie down to some live
tunes! Mercado is an inclusive event
that welcomes folks from all back-
grounds, celebrating the diversity of
all cultures, ethnicities, genders, and
races.

Mercado Del Norte is also accept-
ing more vendor applications! Ven-
dors can apply online at SolMoun-
tainFarm.com/Mercado. Check us out
on Facebook and our website, and see
you at the Mercado!

4th of July

deco is waiting
for you.
= Placemats napkins,

towels,
signs an

i ‘—

e FR0ly M,

NOMes,
more.

THE
HOLY
MOSES

An enchanting
| Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & Specialty
Foodp

It’s Worth
The Drive

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

& 65
Open Daily (83 121

9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

121 N. Main ® 658- 2848 Creede

Advertising: smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
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‘Wonderful Opportunity to own a Beautiful, Brand New, Custom,
Built home. This 3 Bedroom/2 Bath home will include a master bed- T
room/bathroom, 2 Car attached garage, Front/Rear Porch, Laundry - —
Room, 2 Storage rooms, with the kitchen and dining area with an open ].
floor plan. The Exterior will be built with Sturdy 2 by 6 framed ex- =

terior construction, Premium Stucco Finish, Energy efficient double
hung, double pain Milgard Vinyl tan windows, F%ger lass insulated
exterior doors, Well insulated with R-49 Ceilin%s and R21 Walls, Ex-
terior light Fixtures, Underground Utilities, 30 Year Asphalt Shingles,
Colored Stamped concrete porches, Gutters and sown spouts, Coco
brown metal fascia and sofgtsA The interior will have Radiant floor
heat system in the house and garage, Large capacity , energy efficient
50-gallon water heater, Builder’s choice Solid wood interior doors,
Knockdown drywall finish throughout with bullnose corners, High end Italian plank flooring, 200
amp electrical service, Granite Kitchen and bath counter tops, and Beatle Kill pine wood trims. Inquire
within for more more details on the Beautiful Custom home. $450,000 MLS#794187

@ g@egends premier [@roperties

Klayton Gosar, asociate Broker 810 First Ave. * Monte Vista
719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom
single level home is located in
town of Monte Vista, close to
the Park and other amenities.
The home is towards the back of
the lot giving it great privacy and
a nice sized front yard. It has a
large living room with fireplace
making it very cozy. It has an
open concept from Kitchen to the
living room, New flooring and
other upgrades. Inquire today.
$430,000 MLS#794510

@ cecends premier [@roperties

Klayton Gosar, associate Broker 810 First Ave. * Monte Vista
719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

Looking for land to build your
new home or to just enjoy the
outdoors? Take a look at this 80
acres in a quiet setting not far from
Del Norte or South Fork. Beauti-
ful valley views! Electric is near
| by if needed. Legal description for
the 80 acres is N1/2 SE1/4 section
17, township 40 North Range 5
East NN\M.PM. The owner pur-
chased 120 acres and is selling 80
2. $150,000 MLS#794691

EoeTIds premier [@roperties

Debbie Milne, soxe: 810 First Ave. * Monte Vista
719-850-9532(cell) * 719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

Your Real E stafe
Listings could reach
18,000
rospective buyers!

et in on this Great Deal
and see the results.

Reserve space for a minimum
of twelve [12) weeks for ...
3.4” wide X 2” tall 535 perweek
3.4” wide X 4" tall 570 perweek
34" Wide X 6” 5109 perweek
T’ wide X 2” tall 570 perweek

CALLSTODAY!
719-852:3531

Sandra Marquez
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city
water and sewer with water tap that
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio
Grande River and the town of South
Fork. Your perfect location to build

our dream home. Moments away
rom Gold medal fly fishing, hiking,
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and ev?\?ithin outdoors. Call

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Just under 173 Acres with Stunning
Views of the Sangre De Cristo Range | g
and the San Luis Valley. Property is
made up of 5 contiguous platted lots with
BLM on north and east sides. Access is
platted road to center of all lots. Some ar-
eas are heavily treed, with rock out-crop-
pings and pasture. Zoned Agricultural
Ranching. No HOA, No Covenants. De-
sirable hunting in Unit 80. Secluded and
quiet but just 20 minutes from town. Rare |
Find! PRICE REDUCED! $475,000 |

MLS#793574 el

@ g@egends }@Femier }@roperties

Kazie Deacon, associate Broker 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-850-2827 www.legendspremierproperties.com

N Wopriid -

Charming home! 3 bed-
rooms,l bathroom, and

i attached garage. Situated on
1 .23 acres of established yard
with trees & bushes. Fenced
# and in a great location to the
| new Ski Hi Park & Health

@ g@egends }@176:111161' }@roperties
cy

Tracy Gosar, eroker/owner 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-850-1815(cell) ® 719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

This long time restaurant
and laundry mat are a
wonderful investment op-
portunity! You can either
operate the business yourself,
-| or invest and lease it out. Lo-
cated in the heart of Monte
Vista, just off highway 160;
the property comes with the
land, building, and equip-
ki ment. Turn key and ready to

go! Inquire within! $279,000
MLS#791564

@ g@egends premier [@roperties

Tracy Gosar, sroker/owmer 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-850-1815(cell) » 719-852-0450 www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home!
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom;
everything is new and updated
from all flooring, paint, cabinets,
and more. There is a fireplace,
and a nice living area all open and
spacious! It also has a new 2 car
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready
with a home warranty available!
Live in town but feel like you are
in the country! Call to view today!
$359,000 MLS#793404

@ g@egends premier [@roperties

Tracy Gosar, sroker/owmer 810 First Ave. » Monte Vista
719-850-1815(cell) » 719-852-0450 wWww.legendspremierproperties.com

IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE
TO BELIEVE!

« 3 bedroom e 2 bathroom
This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home -
Entry room, living room, large kitchen |
with island, lots of cabinet space,
laundry. This home has beautitul wrap
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is
fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle « South For

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

$433,000 MLS #789027
83 Highland « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver
Mountain Estates. Level building
site with views of the surrounding
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys.
Central sewer and water tap, paved

roads and local utilities. Moments

: W away from the South Fork River,
Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500 MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site
located on the Rio Grande
Golf Course in South Fork,
Colorado. Beautiful fairway
and mountain views and just

moments from the Rio Grande

River. A perfect place to to
build your dream home or
vacation home with year round
access and public South Fork
water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishin
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Ca
and schedule your viewing today! $62,900 MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!
This Parcel is located in the mountain
town of South Fork, Colorado.
Located in the majestic San Juan

Mountains. You will find a varie
of historic motels, hotels, medic
clinic, grocery store, repair shops
restaurants, shopping for the active
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio
Grande Golf Club and Resort. The

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork,
Coisa poglular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

T hinking of Sellinng
Your Horme?
1f so, I carnrt help?

Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

F ’
= Wy 2 : Fe

-~ e

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 » South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

. __ 441 Lande . South Forl
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Custom built, impeccable qualif
home located just minutes
of South Fork;, Colorado.
home and 1015 sq, ft.
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Fe S1n the
home include a massive rock reﬁlace,
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that
boasts a futon plus two-window beds,
office, playroom, and a larfe livintg room
for you to enjoy with family and friends.
Theé wrap around deck will allow you to :
experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and
bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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Display your Flag on July 4% & let everyone know how Proud You Are To Be An American!
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incorporated in 1972

‘(Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc,

On the corner of 3™ & Torres
Genter, Golorado

194-34953

94 Years'

The Dol Notle -SH\, - Prospecton

TATTATTA delnorteprosector com

DMK@L@ UG

Serving the entire San Luis Valley
(719) 852-3531 ¢ 835 First Ave. * Monte Vista
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BANKING
CHOOSE BANKING

Consumer

Top five
things you
should
know

about your
bank...

1. Do they have the
financial products and
services you need?

2. Are there hidden
fees?

3. Do they care about
you, not just your
money?

4. Are they convenient
enough for your
lifestyle?

5. Do they support your
community?

There are many factors to consider when choos-
ing a bank. Some consumers think that all banks
are the same; others are lured by free checking
offers and giveaways. But there’s a lot more to
think about than what you can get for free. What
else should you be looking for in a bank?

WHAT DO YOU NEED?

Banks have most of the basics in common —
checking, savings, loans. But it’s important to
think about what you’ll need from your bank now
and in the future. Ask you banker what types of
different accounts they offer, but also look for
other things you might need, such as

* A checking account that lets you write all the
checks you need

* Availability of accounts and services for your
business

e Loans for your business, home or personal use

 Retirement and investment accounts

* Monthly account maintenance fees

e Minimum balance requirements

* Overdraft protection

* Online banking

* Direct deposit

WHAT ARE YOU REALLY PAYING?

Some banks will offer free checking accounts —
and some of these accounts can really work well
for people. But be sure to check the small print.
Often times, you’ll pay no maintenance fee for
the checking account but much more than usual
if you bounce a check. Watch out for hidden fees,
too, like those charged for talking to a banker in a
branch or on the phone.

PERSONAL SERVICE
When looking for a bank, it’s important that

How 10 sEervices

— Get the most bank for your buck!

they treat you like a person and care about what
happens to you and your financial life. Banking is
a very personal thing, and your money is nothing
to take lightly. Be aware of the service that you
receive when choosing a bank, and make sure you
feel comfortable with the people delivering that
service. It’s essential that your bank values the
person carrying the wallet more than how much is
in that wallet.

CONVENIENCE

Convenience is a matter of taste. Some people
need an ATM on every corner; others never visit a
branch and do all their banking online. Think about
how you do your banking. If you use a check or
write checks for the most of your purchases, then
you may want easy deposit options like direct de-
posit or a branch close to your work. If you use a lot
of cash, you may be looking for local ATMs. Decide
how you like to bank — and if you’re not sure if your
bank is convenient enough, tell them what you want
and see if they can offer suggestions.

COMMUNITY DRIVEN

The character of a bank is often reflected in how
they give back to the community. And not just any
community — yours. If your bank offers financial
support to local organizations and events, and
encourages volunteerism among its employees,
they’re displaying their commitment and care for
the community. And choosing a bank based on
local community support is important, because it
allows that bank to continue its good works.

Consider what’s important to you before you
choose a bank. Look for an organization that pro-
vides the products you need, the service you want,
and the dedication you and your family deserve.

Y Summer 2022



All banks are not created equal. And that’s no exaggeration.
Because at Alamosa State Bank we’re focused in investing in this
community, whether it’s through loans, monetary contributions, or
volunteering. Where you bank matters. We wrote the book on it.

s, ALAMOSA

Alamosa, CO

Aesa O TA'TE K

BANK BY PHONE A Real Cmmumty Bak
719-589-6999  Local Ownership. Local Commitment.

www.alamosastatebank.com & ™ ke




Consumer

How

Tips for Finding the
Right University

While a fresh crop of high school graduates is set to walk
across the stage at high school commencement ceremonies
across the country, for the many students about to become
high school seniors now is an important time to start
thinking ahead. That’s because the college application
process is about to begin.

Choosing a college is a big choice for parents and children
alike. For parents, it’s a financial commitment they’ve
likely been preparing to make since the day their child was
born. For kids, it’s more than likely the biggest decision
they’ve ever faced. Before the process begins, consider the
following tips for choosing the right college.

* Consider a possible career path. Most 18-year-olds have
no idea what they might want to do for a living, and that’s
perfectly fine. When looking at colleges, kids should look
at all of the programs they offer, and make a list of the
programs that most interest them. This isn’t choosing a
career (as many students change majors while in college),
but rather doing some preliminary research about what
you may want to study. For students who really have no
idea what they might want to study, consider applying to a
larger state school, as those often offer the most programs
of study, meaning a student won’t have to transfer once
they do decide on a course of study.

* Make a list of what you want out of a school. For

some kids, going to school too far away from home is

a frightening prospect, while others might embrace the
freedom. Also, schools vary greatly depending on the size
of the college. Some students might prefer a smaller, more
close-knit college community, while others might prefer

a larger school with more students. Students should make
a list of what their personal preferences are and seek out
schools that match those preferences.

* Discuss finances. Thanks to the ever-increasing costs
associated with higher education, finances figure heavily
into the college decision. While parents would love to send
their children to their first choices, sometimes finances
mandate otherwise. Parents and children should discuss
how much they can afford to spend, and how realistic
some college choices might be. While financial aid and
scholarships are options, they aren’t always enough to
cover tuition and room and board costs. Rather than risk a
heated argument when it comes time to make a decision,
parents and children should get on the same page with
respect to what’s affordable as soon as possible.

To

Most high school students dread junior year. Not only
is it one of the most difficult, but it is also one of the most
important years when it comes to applying to colleges.
Students have to take the SATS, visit schools and make
other college-related decisions. With so many colleges out
there, how do you know which ones to apply to, let alone
know which one to finally go to? Believe it or not, you can
make these decisions stress free. Here are a few simple
steps for kids to follow that will make the whole process
easier on everyone.

* Write down reasons for wanting to attend college.
Though your reasons can be to become a doctor or study
art history, they don’t have to be limited to getting a
degree. You might want to live in another part of the
country or be in a community with a lot of artists. Then,
prioritize the list of criteria. (Revise the list a few times
during your search since your priorities are likely to
change.) By deciding what’s important to you and what
takes priority, it will be easier to find schools that interest
you.

And if this still sounds overwhelming, many students
also factor in school size, location, academic philosophy,
courses of study, reputation and extracurricular activities
when applying to various colleges.

* Make a list of ideal colleges. Once you’ve established
why you want to go to a school, try to find schools that
offer what you’re looking for. Michael Fleischner, vice
president of college guide publisher Peterson’s, says you
should apply to between four and seven schools. You want
to name at least seven schools, preferably more. Place
schools that meet all of your criteria towards the top of the
list and colleges that only have one towards the bottom.
However, don’t disregard the schools at the bottom of
the list. What’s important to you might change as you go
through the process. If this school has a great architecture
program and is within your price range (we’ll get to that
in a minute), it might end up being a better possibility than
you first thought.

* Get information. See as many colleges as you can
in person. Though a cafeteria might look really fun and
full of life in an online virtual tour, you’ll never get its
real vibe until you have lunch there. While at the school,
take advantage of it as much as you can. Take a tour of
the campus, ask current students questions, and sit in on
a class. Some schools even offer a chance to stay in the
dorms with a current student — a great opportunity to
experience dormitory life firsthand.

Of course, if it’s completely unrealistic to head
cross-country just to visit one campus, a virtual tour is bet-
ter than nothing. Also, many university Web sites include
student pages and blogs by current and former students
which can provide insight into campus life. Read the col-
lege paper online to get in the loop on campus happenings
and issues. On top of that, there are numerous books and
magazines that describe campuses and schools. College
fairs enable you to pick up information and chat with
alumni. And local alumni branches can put you in touch

CHOOSE THE RIGHT
UNIVERSITY FOR YOU

with previous students.

¢ Think about money. Figure out who will be paying for
college. If you, the parent, will be paying for everything,
establish how much you are willing to spend. If the student
will be responsible for part of or all of his educational
costs, he or she will need to figure out how to pay for it,
such as taking out student loans, applying for financial aid
or working a part-time job while going to school. Who-
ever is responsible, it’s important to get an early start on
researching financial aid since federal forms are usually
due in January of a student’s senior year in high school. In
the end, be realistic about how much you want to spend on
education. But if you love one school that is out of your
price range, apply to it anyway. Check out fafsa.ed.gov
for information on federal loans and college Web sites for
financial aid information on individual schools. You might
be surprised by how much merit-based financial aid you
may receive and end up paying less than you would if you
attend a state school.

e Narrow down your options. Now that it’s time to
figure out where you’ll actually apply, take a look back
at your initial list and assess if your priorities are still
the same. If they’re not, juggle your list as well as the
ranking of schools based on your criteria. Also, you
might be able to eliminate some schools based on what
you found out when you were gathering information. For
example, if you want to go to a school with a football
team and found out that George Washington University
doesn’t have one, it would be a waste of money and time
to apply there.

Now is also the time to assess how your academic
standing matches up with that of the university and how
your financial situation factors in. Keeping all of these
things in mind, you should now be able to select four to
seven schools that you would like to apply to. Accord-
ing to CNN Money, it’s a good idea to choose both an
academic and financial “safety” school. That way, even
before your acceptance letters and financial aid packages
are sent out, you will not only have a school on your list
that you will most likely get into, but it will be one that
you can afford as well.

¢ Reevaluate acceptance schools. After the applications
were sent in and you’ve received your acceptance letters,
there’s one more big step: Deciding on which school to
attend. Reevaluate the schools you were accepted to based
on your list of priorities and financial situation, consid-
ering how much financial aid you’ve received, student
loans, and whether you’ll have to work during school. If
you can, revisit the colleges. It might sound silly, but it’s
different looking at a school once you’ve been accepted,
and a second visit can answer any last-minute questions or
concerns.

Whatever college you finally decide on, make sure that
it is your decision and that you feel good about it. Don’t
go to a school just because a friend, boyfriend/girlfriend or
even a parent wants you to go there. If you listen to your
inner voice, you’ll make the right decision for you.
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Undergraduate research, capstone projects, internships, service learning opportunities and more.

For Pell Eligible students from the San Luis Valley:
our promise at Adams State is to cover your
FULL TUITION AND FEES.
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Apply now for Fall 2022 at
R adams edu/ apply

Great Stories Begin Here
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Award
winning
facility...

Another way to determine the
best facilities is by the types of
awards they earn.

The American medical
industry is always looking for
ways to improve health care, and
one way they recognize excellent
quality 1s by giving awards to
professionals and facilities that
deserve it.

If the facility has a good
reputation in your community
and recognition by national
health organizations, that can be
a good sign.

In May of 2020, Rio Grande
Hospital (RGH) was recognized
by The Chartis Center for Rural
Health and the National Rural
Health Association as one of the
Top 20 Critical Access Hospitals
in the nation, Colorado’s only
{lepresentative on this prestigious

ist.

In February of 2020, RGH
also received a five-star ranking
from the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS),
one of only two Critical
Access Hospitals in the state
to receive this distinction and
the only one in the San Luis
Valley. The rankings are based
on seven measures: safety of
care, readmission rates, patient
experiences, effectiveness of
care, timeliness of care, and
efficient use of medical imaging.

CHOOSE A
How 10 veDIcAL FACILITY

— How can you tell which facilities are top-notch, though? Here are some things to look for.

Picking the right medical clinic can yield
far-reaching benefits for your mind and body,
so shop carefully to find one that can deliver the
health services you need in a professional and
friendly way. Medical clinics are often busy plac-
es with lots of patients who need care. The best
clinics, however, don’t make you feel rushed and
take the time to make sure your needs are fully
being met.

Here are some things to consider when choos-
ing a health clinic.

Credentials

Like with many services in the health-care
field, you want to make sure the doctors, provid-
ers, and nurses at the clinic hold the right creden-
tials to practice in your state.

Check with your state’s medical board to make
sure your clinicians records are listed there. Most
medical boards have a way of searching online to
see which degrees and board certifications medi-
cal professionals hold, making it easy for patients
to verify their background and specialties.

The medical staff’s experience and reputation
in your community matter, too. The best clini-
cians have a long track record of happy patients
and good medical outcomes, so ask your friends,
family, and coworkers about which clinician or
clinics they recommend. Chances are, it’s one of
RGH'’s award winning clinics.

In May of 2020, Rio Grande Hospital (RGH)
was recognized by The Chartis Center for Rural
Health and the National Rural Health Association
as one of the Top 20 Critical Access Hospitals in
the nation, Colorado’s only representative on this
prestigious list.

In February of 2020, RGH also received a
five-star ranking from the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS), one of only two
Critical Access Hospitals in the state to receive
this distinction and the only one in the San Luis
Valley. The rankings are based on seven mea-
sures: safety of care, readmission rates, patient
experiences, effectiveness of care, timeliness of
care, and efficient use of medical imaging.

The Compliance Team, a nationally recog-
nized accreditation organization authorized by
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to confer comprehensive accreditation to
Medicare-approved health care providers, also
named RGH’s Monte Vista Medical Clinic an

Exemplary Provider.

High Standards

While most medical clinics can provide the
same basic services, the best ones have high
expectations for how they run their operation and
care for patients. In most cases, after your first
visit you’ll be able to tell how much pride the
clinic takes in its services.

Is the office, including the waiting area, kept
clean and organized?

Do the employees and medical staff have a
professional appearance and demeanor?

Do they respect your time by keeping appoint-
ments on schedule and communicating clearly
when there’s a delay?

Do the employees seem to enjoy their work?

Well-run clinics value the personal lives of the
people who work there, something that can lead
to a better overall experience for patients. When
you see a clinic that sets high standards for taking
care of their staff, they’ll be likely to have high
standards for how they treat you, too.

Community Wellness

Finally, a good medical clinic will have a big-
ger goal in mind: making the whole community a
happier, healthier place to live.

RGH sponsors community health fairs, Lunch
& Learn forums, health and wellness events,
Women’s Health forums and has hosted experts in
different fields for community events and medical
trainings. They also strive to meet the needs of
their patients, including implementing a delivery
process for prescriptions for patients who live far
from the nearest pharmacy.

RGH had world-renowned plastic microvas-
cular surgeon, Dr. Pulikkottil, of the Burn and
Reconstructive Centers of Colorado at Swedish
Medical Center talk to their clinical staff about
different scenarios and examples of some of his
many success stories, including the recent viral
story of a man being mauled by a grizzly bear
who credits Dr. Pulikkottil and staff for helping
to reconstruct his face and reattach his nose. Dr.
Pulikkottil has been asked to fly to other areas to
help with such surgeries. His insight and edu-
cation will help the clinical staff at RGH take
measures to help save extremities.

Additionally, RGH partnered with a leading
national provider of hospital wound care and

There’s nothing more
important than your
health and the health of
your loved ones. So when
choosing a medical care
Sacility you should accept
nothing but the highest
standards.

hyperbaric oxygen therapy programs, Wound
Care Advantage (WCA). WCA helps educate and
train many of the best Wound Care programs in
the US. They help with a variety of wound care
and continuum of care with systems in place to
monitor each case precisely. WCA helped RGH
help patients heal below the national average
time. RGH has been saving limbs in its Wound
Care Department for over a year now and has
exceeded 1100 wound visits.

Furthermore, in order to meet the needs of
the community and to address limited pharmacy
access in the area, the Monte Vista Medical Clinic
Pharmacy, which also features a drive-thru is
now open Monday thru Friday 9am to 6pm and
Saturday from 9am to 2pm. For the convenience
of the community, people can also pick up most
prescriptions at one of our clinics in Creede, Del
Norte, South Fork.

RGH’s Development & Communications
Officer Eva Timberlake said, “Investing in
these types of relationships is an investment to
our community. We enjoy offering educational
services to our staff and the community. It will
only make us and our community stronger.
Many of these external groups have come back
with their families to enjoy our beautiful area.
Once they come to our Valley, they fall in love.”
Interactions like this help the economic devel-
opment of the San Luis Valley, just some of the
many essential benefits and services Rio Grande
Hospital brings to the community outside of
medical care.

When you find a clinic filled with caring, high-
ly competent, and community-minded medical
professionals, you’ll know you’ve picked a good
one.
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20% off for local
residents who
take at least 15
credit-hours

From Center to San Luis, from
Aguilar to Weston, southern
Colorado residents are taking
advantage of Trinidad State’s
Learn Local Scholarship.

The scholarship, backed by

the Trinidad State College
Educational Foundation, helped
pay tuition during the fall 2020
semester for 92 full-time students
who live Las Animas, Huerfano,
Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla,
Mineral, Rio Grande, and
Saguache counties. Their total
savings was $42,320.

TRINIDAD STATE

1011 Main Street
Alamosa, Colorado 81101
800-621-TSJC
trinidadstate.edu

SAVE BIG AT
How 10 TrRINIDAD STATE

— eSports comes to Trinidad State

eSports is an explosive industry
encompassing the world of com-
petitive, organized video gaming
representing the next generation
of sports and entertainment. Trini-
dad State College is excited to
present the first collegiate eSports
team in Colorado at the commu-
nity college level and part of the
National Junior College Athletic
Association eSports (NJCAAE).
Equivalent to traditional sports
offered at Trinidad State, such as
cross country and softball, eS-
ports offers digital gaming ex-
periences to promote teamwork,
social skills, strategic thinking
and planning, managing success
and failure, maintaining academic
standing, and promoting pro-so-
cial values. Competition is fierce,
and the Trinidad State team will
be playing in tournaments with
colleges from around the country
for prizes and championships.
Games will be streamed with
a live streaming service called
Twitch, in addition to opening up
the arena for in-person spectators
during competitions.

In the fall of 2021, eSports play-
ers will be invited to play in Trin-
1dad State’s new, state-of-the-art
gaming area. The well-equipped

eSports arena will be furnished
with heavy-duty gaming com-
puters, ergonomic furniture,

and a comfortable atmosphere

to enhance the players’ gaming
experience. eSports is a growing
industry; the U.S. experienced an
increase of 118 percent in full-
time jobs in 2019, and the eSports
market is on track to surpass $1.5
billion by 2023. Players can also
begin to prepare for a career in
eSports. Jobs in eSports include
playing professionally, market-
ing, coaching, advertising, arena
maintenance, shout casters, vid-
eographers, reporters, influencers,
video game design, consultants,
and owners. Collegiate eSports

players are the new generation of
sports athletes, gaining attention
and momentum worldwide.
Trinidad State will also of-
fer computing and technology
courses in fall 2021, including
computer networking. Comput-
er networking courses will start
students on a path towards cyber-
security, network administration,
cloud computing, or preparing to
be a computer information sys-
tems specialist. Technology and
careers in technology are only
growing in demand; education,
industry certifications, and hands-
on learning will prepare students
for well-paying and stable em-
ployment in technology.

Please contact Serena *‘Sully”
Sullivan by email at serena.
sullivan@trinidadstate.edu for
more information. An interest
form for eSports is available
at trinidadstate.edu/esports/
index.html
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NEWSPAPER

H()W T() ADVERTISING

Top 10 — ?
rop 10 Why Newspapers:

Advertise in Targeting customers in a me- dollars. As advertisers strive for an  rial content, newspapers deliver the
dia-fragmented marketplace is a effective media mix, they should right message to the right people at
NeWS aper continual challenge for many adver- know there is one medium that can  the right time.
1. Newspapers reach the majority tisers. deliver strength to advertising and If we combine frequency measures
of adults daily and on Sundays. The abundance of advertising marketing strategies. for ROP and newspaper preprints,
2. Higher-income-earning adults sources has overwhelmed and divid- The newspaper continues to be we have 90 percent of adults who
are more avid newspaper readers. ed consumer attention. This means  a powerful medium for reaching use one or the other or in combina-
3. People with higher education are media planners and buyers need the shoppers in the market for a broad tion -- a powerful pairing.
more likely to read newspapers. right tools to help them decide on range of products and services. It
the best allocation of advertising is a portable and convenient source Opportunities in Newspapers

4. People in higher responsibility
professional positions read
newspapers more frequentl
than the average ‘ TR
person.

5. Newspaper
advertising can be
targeted by section and
reader.

6. Newspaper
advertising can target

of advertising information ROP: Run of Press advertising

-- helping consumers decide means an ad placed on the pages of
“{ where to shop and what to a newspaper. This best-known news-
buy. The newspaper deliv-  paper advertising option offers short
ers customers unlike any deadlines and proximity of editorial
other medium each and that enhances visibility.

every day, reaching an

.Y array of traditional and Preprints: Preprinted inserts offer
emerging markets with advertisers the flexibility and con-
"t unsurpassed advertising trol of creating and printing adver-

| impact. tising that the newspaper distrib-

specific geographic Universal coverage, utes.
locations. utility and power are the
7. You can select driving forces behind Commercial Printing: Newspapers

advertising alternatives
from preprint inserts to
full- or partial-page ads.
8. With short deadlines,
newspaper advertising can
be tailored for immediacy. F
9. Newspapers are portable§
and convenient.
10. Newspaper advertising

newspapers. And that is  offer customers who need major
why they add value for  printing the opportunity and cost
advertisers! efficiency of using their presses
Newspapers offer ad-  to print catalogs, inserts and other
vertisers alternatives to commercial print needs.

reach customers -- new

and potential -- with Niche products/special sections:
effective messages for Newspapers offer a myriad of oppor-
long-term awareness tunities where a special marketplace is

builds business credibility or 1mrped1ate call- c‘reat’ed to help in targeting an adver-
and momentum to-action responses. tiser’s best prospects. These products
' Whether it’s a pre- may be inserted into the newspaper or

print insert or run-of-paper (ROP)
advertising adjacent to select edito-

may be distributed in other ways need-
ed to best attract the niche audience.
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