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DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 
High School Class of 1972 will 
be having a class reunion on Aug. 
5-7 and is trying to locate fellow 
classmates. Members of the DNHS 
Class of 1972 are asked to call or 
text Dorothy at 719 850-1794 or 
email dorothychambers55@yahoo.
com, for more information.

OptiMystics Citizens 
Action Network to 

host VIBE
MONTE VISTA  — The 

OptiMystics Citizens Action 
Network is hosting VIBE or Very 
Important Business Engagement.

On the first Tuesday of every 
month, the OptiMystics will be 
hosting a meeting that will consist 
of single or multiple guest speakers 
from business owners to marketing 
experts, to community leaders, 
to security specialists and many 
other different types of speakers. 
There will be at least a 15-minute 
presentation from each guest 
speaker along with time to mingle 
and ask questions.  

The first meeting will take place 
at Grammy’s Kitchen at 104 Adams 
in Monte Vista, on July 5 at 6 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome to attend the 
meeting. Food and drinks will be 
available to purchase. 

Jason Medina of the Small 
Business Development Center will 
be the speaker on July 5.  

For more information on the 
meeting, contact the OptiMystics 
at OptimysticsCAN@gmail.com 
or visit optimystics.org.

SLVREC, Ciello 
board of directors 
meeting June 28

MONTE VISTA — SLVREC 
and Ciello will have the regular 
meeting of the board of directors 
at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, June 28, 
at3625 US Highway 160 W, Monte 
Vista. Advance notice is required to 
attend the meeting; call Michelle 
Trujillo at 719-852-3538.

MVHS Class 
of 1972 seeking 

classmates
MONTE VISTA — The Monte 

Vista High School Class of 1972 
will be having a class reunion on 
July 22-23 and is trying to locate 
fellow classmates. Members of the 
MVHS Class of 1972 are asked 
to call 719-852-5474 or email 
mvhspirates72@yahoo.com, for 
more information.

DNHS Class of 
1972 seeking 
classmates

By Mechel Meek

CENTER  — Center Police 
Department Police Chief Dale Meek 
held his monthly Coffee with the 
Chief event on Saturday, June 18.

The event was held at Center 
Town Hall and was well attended 
by the community. CPD Sgt. Aaron 
Fresquez presented a check for $100 
to the winner of the K-9 t-shirt design 
competition, Alanna Lexi Garcia, 
a student at Center Consolidated 
Schools.

Her winning design will be printed 
on the shirts, benefiting the CPD 
K-9 unit.

According to Fresquez, “We want 
to thank all those who participated in 
the competition. Lexi’s design was 

Photos by Mechel Meek

CPD hears from public at Coffee with the Chief

the best fit for us, but all of them 
were great.”

Chief Meek also discussed the 
current crime trends around the 
Center area and listened to questions 

from the people in attendance 
regarding what they feel are the 
biggest crime problems occurring 
in town. The most discussed subject 
was the recent rise in fentanyl pills 

being seized.
After the coffee, most of the 

attendees went to Casa Blanca Park 
for a farewell lunch and party for 
VISTA Volunteer Keith Brockhurst.

By Priscilla Waggoner

VALLEY  — For  more  than 
two decades, leaders in the local 
agricultural community have warned 
of the inevitability of less and 
less water being available for the 
irrigation of crops in the San Luis 
Valley.

As the current drought continues 
to persist, even those not engaged in 
farming or raising livestock can read 
the headlines or look at maps that show 
large swaths of the Valley blanketed 
in colors indicating extreme drought. 
Yet, there are moments when the stark 
reality of those warnings becomes 
abundantly clear. 

One of those moments occurred 
this week.

On Thursday, June 16, Cleave 
Simpson, general manager for the Rio 
Grande Water Conservation District, 
shared a sobering fact.

“As of today, a water right adjudicated 
on the Rio Grande river in 1871 is the 
last water right being served on the 
river,” he said.

Water rights in Colorado are based 
on the prior appropriation doctrine, 

Drought impacts water rights on Rio Grande

Drought impacting allocation of water 
from Rio Grande.
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Please see WATER on Page 7A

By Mechel Meek

LA GARITA — The Lopez Fire which began 
on June 12 in the Rio Grande National Forest 
near La Garita, is now 100 percent contained, 
according to RGNF officials. “The lightning-
caused Lopez Fire was declared contained at 92 

acres about an hour ago,” officials stated earlier 
this week. “This doesn’t mean the fire is out. 
It is likely there will be residual hot spots that 
have remained undetected to firefighters, and 
they may start smoking in the coming days. 

Photo courtesy of the Rio Grande National Forest

Lopez Fire contained

Please see FIRE on Page 2A

By Mechel Meek

CENTER — The Dish SLV, a new event hosted by the 
Frontier Drive-Inn, has been postponed by the organizers. 
The event was previously set for Saturday, June 25.

“I am very sorry to let you know that this event has been 
postponed due to weather and COVID issues with some of 
our primary organizers and vendors,” organizers stated. “We 
really apologize for the inconvenience, but the predicted 
weather would have limited or completely prevented our 
music, family games and activities, film, and more. Also, 
with the current situation surrounding COVID in the Valley, 
we did not want to host an event that pushes people together 
inside or in a tent.”

Organizers have targeted July 9 for the event but are 
awaiting approval from local officials.

“However, this event will take place this summer,” 
organizers stated. “We are just waiting on one agency 
before we confirm our new date, but we expect it to be 
Saturday, July 9. Please let everyone know of this change! 
Postponement certainly isn’t ideal for us, but we feel it is 
necessary. Again, I really apologize for the inconvenience, but 
we hope the postponement will allow us to provide a much 
better experience for residents of the Valley and beyond.”

The reimagined Frontier Drive-Inn has been working 
on the free event for months. There will be a competition 
for the best red or green chile dish in The Dish Cook-Off 

Organizers 
postpone Dish 

SLV event
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Creede Dental Works has 

proudly assumed patient care 

for our beautiful town

802 Rio Grande Ave. • Creede

Effective May 16, 2022 Leslie 

Leggett RDH and Eric M. Smith 

DDS will provide your dental 

care in the mountains you love. 

Come experience soft touch, 

quality care, and a warm 

friendly environment

Please call 
719-658-0322 
to schedule an 
appointment

139 Adams • Monte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

719-628-2015

PG-13

Kids (6-16)
$4 • Adults $6 • Seniors (65+) 

$5

Fri. & Sat. 
7 p.m

Sunday 
5 p.m. 

June 
24-26

oBituary

Phyllis Roberta (League) Brown
Phyllis Roberta (League) Brown 

passed away peacefully, surrounded in 
heart and spirit by her beloved family 
in Alamosa on June 1, 2022, the day 
before her 91st birthday. Phyllis was 
born on a farm outside the small town 
of Stratton, Neb., on June 2, 1931, to 
Ernest and Ellen (Hawkinson) League. 
She and her sister, Delores (League) 
Campbell spent their childhood living 
and working together on the family 
farm in western Nebraska, finding joy 
together in the lean years of the Great 
Depression.

Phyllis was an exceptional student 
and scholar her entire life. Excelling in 
her studies, she graduated high school at 
the age of sixteen after which she moved 
to town to live and work at the Stratton 
Hospital. She began nurse’s training at 
the hospital under the close instruction 
of Dr. L.B. Brown who became her 
guardian and later her father-in-law 
when she married the middle son of Dr. 
L. B. Brown, Jack. After their marriage 
in 1952, the two became an inseparable 
pair. Jack and Phyllis moved together 
to Lincoln, Nebraska, where Phyllis 
worked to support Jack while he pursued 
his studies at the University of Nebraska 
School of Dentistry.

Many Monte Vistans will remember 
Phyllis as the gentle and soft-spoken 
counterpart to the sometimes-
cantankerous Dr. Jack Brown. They 
worked together for thirty years in 
the upstairs dental office on Adams 
Street in Monte Vista. Phyllis was the 
receptionist, x-ray technician, dental 
assistant, bookkeeper, and support staff. 
Any anxious child who ever climbed the 
orange-carpeted stairs to see the dentist 
would find comfort in Phyllis when they 
reached the office on the second floor.

Jack and Phyllis together raised four 
children: Sherry, Shirley, John and Kim. 
There was never a dull moment in the 
Brown household and although Phyllis 
and Jack worked extremely hard in 
their dental office, the family enjoyed 
a number of adventures together. 
Summers were often spent making the 
trek to visit family in western Nebraska, 
or fishing at Santa Maria Reservoir—all 
six of them together with two dogs in 
a small canoe!

Having served the town of Monte 
Vista well for 30 years, Jack and 
Phyllis retired in 1988 to pursue their 
innumerable hobbies. Together they 
cruised Colorado’s mountain passes 
on their BMW motorcycle, shot trap 
as active members of the Del Monte 
Gun Club, spent time fishing at Santa 
Maria Reservoir, and became amateur 
winemakers. They did not waste a single 
moment. 

Always the scholar, Phyllis enrolled 
at Adams State College in her retirement 
to pursue her lifelong dream of a college 
degree. She studied writing, American 
Sign Language, computers, math and 
art. She became an active member of the 
Adams State Community and was loved 
and admired by students and professors 
alike. She graduated with her Associates 
Degree in general studies in 1999 at the 

age of 68. She loved books and was 
an avid reader, offering critical book 
analysis and sharing recommendations 
up until days before her passing.

Phyllis believed that heaven was 
all around us and she loved life. She 
had a determined spirit and refused 
to let her failing health stop her in her 
tenacious pursuit to find or do something 
beautiful every day. She was an expert 
horticulturist—she and Jack were 
known for their bountiful garden and 
beautiful flowers. They pressed cider in 
the fall from the apples they harvested 
from the trees in their front yard and 
they even made their own wine from 
the dandelions. She was a master cook 
and baker and always had a fresh loaf 
of bread in the kitchen—somehow the 
bread always turned out perfectly, even 
when she almost completely lost her 
sight. Phyllis had a special connection 
with animals—the family always had a 
dog (or two) as a member. It seemed as 
if she could look right into her creatures’ 
souls. She made sure her four-legged 
friends had a kind and loving home, 
a soft bed to sleep on, and delicious 
homemade treats to eat.

Phyllis is survived by her beloved 
husband, Dr. Jack L. Brown (“Doc”) 
and her children Sherry King, Shirley 
(Lynn) McCullough, John (Kimberly) 
Brown and Kim (Cyndy) Brown as well 
as her brother-in-law Dick Campbell, 
Sister-in-Law Norma Thomas, niece 
Rita Crose, nephew Mike (Teresa) 
Brown and niece Lori Campbell-Miller. 
She is additionally survived by her 
eight grandchildren and their spouses, 
and many great-grandchildren. Each 
of her children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren carry a piece of 
her as she leaves the world a legacy of 
determined caregivers, scholars, dog-
lovers, bibliophiles, expert cooks and 
bakers, creators, adventure-seekers and 
master horticulturists.

Her family will gather to celebrate 
her life at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions can be made to 
the Colorado Talking Book Library or 
National Jewish Health.

Cremation was selected and a service 
will be held at a later time.  To express 
condolences to the family, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com.

Rogers Family Mortuary in Alamosa 
is in care of the arrangements.

About our Sun
Since the last quarter moon is on 

June 21, and the new moon is on June 
29, if you want to stay up late, this 
will be a good time to look at the night 
sky. Since the dark night is going to 
be short for the next month, I thought 
I’d tell you about our universe. Today 
I will give you some interesting 
information about our Sun.

Our Sun is a local star that’s 
relatively close to us. It’s a 4.6-billion-
year-old medium size yellow star 
and is obviously the largest object 
in our solar system. There is some 
interesting information about it. To 
start, it takes 25 to 29 days to make 
a rotation with an average of 27 days.

It’s an incandescent ball of hot 
plasma (ionized gas) with 750 times 
the mass of all our planets. The core 
temperature is 28.3 million degrees 
Fahrenheit and has nuclear fusion 
reactions that produce helium from 
hydrogen. It generates huge amounts 
of energy which escape from the 
Sun as heat, light, and other types 
of radiation including x-rays, UV 

your night sky
By Darlene Danko

radiation and radio waves.
There is a specific light emitting 

layer called the photosphere, which 
is tens to hundreds of miles thick. 
It also emits solar wind which is a 
stream of charged particles. After 5 
billion years, it will swell into a red 
giant and destroy the inner planets 
including Earth.

The photosphere is its visible 
surface with a temperature of 
9,570 degrees F. Beneath that is 
the convection zone where hot gas 
bubbles rise to the surface, cool, and 
then sink back down. The next layer 
down is the radioactive zone where 
energy is radiated from the core to 
the convection zone. The core makes 
up 2% of the Sun’s volume and about 
60% of its mass.

The atmosphere has three layers. 
Just above the brilliant photosphere 
lies the chromo sphere which is about 
1,200 miles deep. Above that is a thin 
irregular layer called the transition 
region where the temperature rises 
from 36,000 degrees F to 1.8 million 
degrees F. The outer layer is the 
corona which is a million times 

less dense than the photosphere and 
extends for millions of miles into 
space.

During a solar eclipse, the corona 
appears as a halo around the Sun. 
It looks like a hazy red orange area 
above the Sun. The corona is so hot 
that some of its particles have enough 
energy to escape from the Sun’s 
gravity and stream into space. This 
is called solar wind.

Sometimes they come to Earth at 1 
million mph and collide with atoms 
to create an Aurora. In our Northern 
Hemisphere, it’s called Northern Lights 
or Aurora Borealis. It’s most often seen 
10-20 degrees from the North Pole, but 
occasionally it can move this far south. 
But in all my life, I’ve never seen one. 
Please remember that you can’t observe 
the Sun without using a special solar 
filter to protect your eyes. 

This is normal and it is unlikely that 
the public will see any smoke. The fire 
received some precipitation and crews 
have remained on scene patrolling. 
Less firefighter activity is expected 
over the coming days but, rest assured, 
we’ll still be keeping an eye on it.”

The fire briefly threatened some 
homes in the La Garita area, however 
the quick response by firefighters kept 
any homes from being destroyed. The 
recent rain helped with the efforts to 
contain the blaze. 

FIRE
Continued from Page 1A

ALMA Sundays at Six series begins June 26
ALAMOSA — Enjoy free music 

throughout the summer presented by 
the Alamosa Live Music Association. 
Sundays at Six summer music series 
kicks off with Rippah Shreddahs on 
Sunday, June 26 at 6 p.m. 

It will be a night of reggae and 
funk-infused “Island Music with 

Mountain Flavor.” 
The MOKI food truck will be on 

site selling dinner items.
Bring a non-perishable item for 

the food drive to benefit the Alamosa 
Food Pantry. 

Visit www.almaonline.org/, for the 
complete summer lineup.

with the first-place winner grabbing 
$1,000. There will also be vendors, 
food, games, music, and a movie on 
the big screen.

Organizers are still accepting 

competitor applications and vendor 
applications. Chefs can call 410-349-
7818 to compete and vendors can email 
thedishslv@gmail.com to participate in 
the event.

DISH Continued from Page 1A
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oPinion & eDitorial

I need to preface this with a little bit 
about my own growing up years so as 
to not offend everyone out there who 
has any kind of religious persuasion. 
I was raised in a church family with 
both my father and mother being 
pastors of a large congregation with 
satellite churches around the state.

So, Ol’ Dutch had a lot of 
opportunities to hear from the Good 
Book and should have turned out 
okay. But, it’s been said you can’t 
make a silk purse out of a sow’s 
ear. To which Miss Trixie just said 
“Amen.” Which makes me wonder if 
she knows more about the silk purse 
or a sow’s ear?

But anyway, growing up in that 
household and being exposed to a lot of 
different denominations over time, Ol’ 
Dutch got to see how others believed. 
It was mostly an enjoyable experience 
plus quite funny at times, also.

This reminiscing about the past 
was brought about after Miss Trixie 
was exposed to an overly zealous 
religious person. Now Ol’ Dutch is 
far from critical about people who 
like to pray and I myself am prone to 
a lot of prayer as I am always getting 
myself in some pickle that requires 
heavenly extraction.

Why just recently in fact, Ol’ Dutch 
has noticed a lot of people praying in 
public places. Just stand at any gas 
pump anywhere in your vicinity and 
you will hear people saying, “Oh God.” 
And that is understandable with the 
current prices as it’s a definite disaster 
that will probably require Divine 
intervention to resolve.

But outside of getting gas or buying 
other necessities that will drive a man 
to prayer or maybe drink, there are 
people who seem to do nothing but 
talk about religious things.

I have a friend in fact who says 
he has read over 600 books on 
the End Times. That’s when some 
people predict the world is ending, 
that folks will be walking around 
with nanochips and there will be a 
rapture, or no rapture, depending on 
your religion. All theories put forth 
as bankable predictions, even though 
the Big Guy’s Son Himself said “no 
man knows the hour of my return.”

But it sells books, makes the 
writers money and creates a slew of 
individuals willing to tell you all about 
it for hours on end if you stand still 
long enough in one place. And I guess 
that’s okay as they are enthused and 
excited to think they are the only ones 
who know “the Big Secret.”

Given enough information whether 
it be right or wrong, some people just 
take it a step too far. They spew out 

So spiritually 
minded you’re no 

earthly good

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

everything from conspiracy theories 
to end of the world scenarios with 
something like diarrhea of the mouth.

My mother, ever the saintly woman 
that she was, had a way of sorting 
out and succinctly stating facts. One 
of her favorite quotes came from 
Chief Justice Oliver Wendel Holmes: 
“Some people are so heavenly minded 
they are no earthly good.”

The Man in Black himself, Johnny 
Cash, agreed with old Ollie Holmes 
and sang, “You’re shinin’ your light, 
and shine it you should, / But you’re 
so heavenly minded you’re no earthly 
good.”

Now Ol’ Dutch knows that we are all 
called to be witnesses to the truth of the 
Good Book as we find it, but I also think 
that living as an example just maybe, 
just might be more of an influence on 
our neighbors than a continual spouting 
of religious nonsense.

You know? The old “love your 
neighbor as yourself” kind of 
witnessing. And it will save you a 
lot of money now being wasted on 
books and podcasts which the authors 
of such promise ancient secrets, 
profound knowledge, and wealth.

Ol’ Dutch has generally found that 
the authors themselves are utilizing 
all the ancient secrets and profound 
knowledge about how gullible people 
are to bring the writer themselves 
much wealth. So, I guess it works. 
For them, at least.

We’re all going through some tough 
times these days and are turning right 
and left for answers. You’re still on 
this earth, because you’ve got some 
earthly good still to do. So join me 
in abiding by the Golden Rule and 
helping others. It can’t hurt. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Editor,
Do I have this right? Tyler Ratzlaff 

recently retired and now he‘s running 
for Rio Grande County Commissioner. 
Either he doesn’t understand the 
demands of the job, or he does, and 
he still intends to treat it as a “cushy 
retirement position.” Either way, this 
makes it an easy choice to vote to 
re-elect John Noffsker as Rio Grande 
County Commissioner.

Noffsker makes it still easier to vote 

for him based on his performance 
thus far. He has worked tirelessly 
to improve County personnel and 
performance. He makes decisions 
based on an objective evaluation 
of facts rather than “feelings and 
opinions.” And he has the future of 
Rio Grande County in mind with his:

• principled opposition to the 
proposed Douglas County water grab;

• representation of the County in 
the railroad bankruptcy battle;

• interest in fully developing 
Summitville’s mineral potential.

But one of the main reasons to 
vote for Noffsker is that he’s a leader 
who listens.

For all these reasons, Rio Grande 
County citizens should vote to re-elect 
Noffsker as County Commissioner.

Charles Spielman
Monte Vista

Editor,
Last week we were headed to 

Durango but saw that the San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative 
had a charger for our electric vehicle.

At the time, we didn’t know it was 
free, but it is and it’s a great investment 
for Monte Vista.

Not only did we stay at the 
legendary Movie Manor, but we went 
into town and got groceries, spent 
some money at Eduardo’s Restaurant, 
and got the kids some Dairy Queen.

What may have cost SLV REC a 
few bucks in electricity turned out to 
be a great investment for the town. 

Humanity has some big challenges 
and our experience in Monte Vista 
reminded me that — despite what 
we might sometimes feel — we are 
working together to solve them. 

Jared Ewy
Littleton

Editor,
June 28 is a primary date for voters 

in Colorado, and I want to express my 
support for Adam Frisch, a Democratic 
candidate for Representative of the U.S. 
Congress running in the third district 
which encompasses Alamosa, South 
Fork and other towns in the rural Western 
Slope including Durango, Glenwood 
Springs, Pueblo, and Grand Junction. 

Frisch has several attributes that make 
him worthy of our vote. He has spent 
eight years on the Aspen City Council 
working thoughtfully with others to 
build effective partnerships. He is the 
only candidate for this seat (House of 
Rep., 3rd district) with actual governing 
experience in areas like affordable 
housing, childcare, water rights, and 
other critical rural Colorado issues. He 
listens and compromises to accomplish 
great things for his constituents while 
respecting others and using thoughtful 
common sense to build consensus across 
cultures and communities. Frisch has 

also been a successful businessman 
living on the Western Slope for two 
decades. He works to promote renewable 
energy and green building programs, 
helps at-risk youth get on their feet, 
and since the start of the pandemic, he’s 
also been a substitute teacher for local 
public schools. 

I am disappointed with our current 
Rep. Lauren Boebert and her antics to 
divert attention away from important 
issues by speaking out airing false claims 
on right wing media outlets. She claims 
that COVID policies in the Federal 
Government aren’t based on research but 
personal agendas. She appears to believe 
in the QAnon conspiracy theories, and 
she voted to overturn the election results 
of President Biden and Kamala Harris 
despite the overwhelming evidence 
from election officials and judges that 
have dismissed claims of massive voter 
fraud. I am ashamed to have her represent 
my district. Boebert does not listen to 
constituents. It took about 9 months 

before she ever answered my emails 
with a form letter that did not address 
my concerns.

Frisch will: 
• Codify women’s health care access 

by removing politicians and judges 
from the decision-making process that 
should be solely between a woman and 
her healthcare provider.

• Rebuild the middle class by fighting 
for a living wage for all workers, 
extending the child tax credit, and 
lowering health care costs.

• Protect our environment, with a focus 
on water, by fighting climate change 
with more jobs in renewable energy, 
investing in our water infrastructure, 
and defending our communities from 
wildfires.

Mark your ballot for Frisch dropping 
off to your local drop box before 7 p.m. 
on June 28.

Holly Stadtler
South Fork

Editor,
I am running for Saguache County 

Commissioner in District 3 and you 
may wonder what I am going to do for 
you. My track record from 35 years 
of working in agriculture, to build 
community, youth programming 
and healthy food systems in the 
San Luis Valley has taught me the 

most important practice is to create 
solutions based on the voice of the 
community and especially to respect 
the leadership of those most affected 
by a project or policy.

In county government, we are 
beholden to state statute and our 
current codes and regulations, which 
can be changed if that is what we need 

to do. I care deeply about creating 
opportunities that line up with the 
rural lifestyle that we all cherish. I’m 
asking you to vote me in as County 
Commissioner, where I plan to be — 
at your service. 

Liza Marron
Saguache County

Editor,
We would like to ask those who can 

vote in the Rio Grande County primary 
election to support Tyler Ratzlaff for 
Rio Grande County Commissioner. 
Those voting in the primary will 
decide important local government 
leadership positions for the next four 
years as there is no one running on the 
opposite ticket at this point.

We need people in our local 
leadership positions who will be 

transparent, and work as a team with 
the community, staff, and other local 
government officials. Will we always 
agree with commissioners’ decisions? 
No. We are looking at the big picture 
on important issues that are facing our 
county in the next few years and want 
people who will make decisions for the 
greater good of the county. We do not 
need nor want commissioners who are 
power hungry, have no humility, and 
have egos to support.   

If you are an unaffiliated voter, 
please select the Republican ballot and 
vote it if you want to have a say in our 
future local county politics. Destroy 
the Democratic one as you can only 
vote one ballot.

Please support Ratzlaff for the long-
range future of Rio Grande County. He 
is the integrity we need in this position.

Karla Shriver
Rio Grande County

Noffsker easy choice for RGC Commissioner

REC electric vehicle charger a great investment

Vote for Democratic candidate Adam Frisch

Marron plans to be commissioner ‘at your service’

Supporting Tyler Ratzlaff
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SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

Grande natural Meats
www.elkusa.coM

Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Goat,
Beef & Rabbit

USDA Meat Jerky & Sausage

5 Miles west of del norte on Hwy. 160

daily 8 a.M. - 6 p.M. 719-657-0942

Local

www.RGBank.bank

3416 Mariposa Street
Alamosa 

719-589-2536

901 First Avenue
Monte Vista 

719-852-5933

Member FDICEqual Housing Lender

Your Future Begins Today 

with RG BANK!

eBranch Services
| Mobile Deposit | Online Bill Pay |

| MasterCard Debit Card | Person to Person Payments |

Loan Products
| Home Loans | Construction Loans |

| Home Improvement | Commercial R/E Loans | Auto Loans

Deposit Products
| Checking Accounts | Savings Accounts |

| IRAs | CDs | Commercial Checking Accounts |

By lynDsie Ferrell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — During 
the Rio Grande County Commissioner 
meeting on Wednesday, June 15, Rio 
Grande County Sheriff Don McDonald 
announced that the department’s Victim 
Advocate Courtney Arthur received 
National Advocate Credential Program 
(NACP) certification which will 
serve the department in several ways, 
including the potential for more funding 
in the future. 

The program is a means to provide a 
more professional label to the program 
which in turn enhances recognition and 
services from outside agencies who 
can help strengthen the program in the 
county. Arthur has been working to 
improve the county program since she 
came on board almost five years ago and 

the program has grown exponentially 
since. 

NACP credentialed advocates are 
encouraged to use the initials “CA” 
(Credentialed Advocate) after their 
names to exercise their professional 
standing in the victim advocacy field. 
For example, Registered Nurses or 
“RNs” are immediately recognized as 
professionals signified by the initials 
after their names.

NACP promotes the use of the CA 
initials by credentialed advocates to 
move toward the same recognition and 
the professionalization of our field. 
In addition to the NACP displayable 
credential certificate and wallet card, 
advocates should use the CA on their 
business cards and signature lines to 
further distinguish themselves among 

their colleagues. 
Earlier this year, Arthur applied for 

a grant to help fund the program and 
to increase the services she can offer 
victims and now that she has the NACP 
certification, she will potentially increase 
her chances of being approved for the 
grant and other grants in the future. 

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Rio Grande County Commissioners John Noffsker, Scott Deacon, and Gene Glover, and Rio Grande County Sheriff Don 
McDonald stand with Rio Grande County Victim Advocate Courtney Arthur to congratulate her on receiving certification 
from the National Advocate Credentialing Program.

RG Victim Advocate Arthur receives certification

Creede is ready to celebrate the 
Fourth of July and will be looking 

for the ‘True Silver Lining’ with this 
year’s parade.

File photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Creede sets parade theme for 4th of July
By lynDsie Ferrell

CREEDE — Though the City of 
Creede did not get many suggestions for 
this year’s parade theme, the one they 
selected will be fun and entertaining for 
participants and spectators. The town 
is well known for their Fourth of July 
celebrations and this year is turning out 
to be no different. The theme this year 
is “Creede: The True Silver Lining.” 

Two full days, July 3 and 4, will be 
filled with the Colorado State Mining 
competitions, which are a salute of the 
town’s rich mining heritage. Mining 
competitions are a part of Creede’s 
history, dating back to the early days 
when mining was still active. Some of 
the events include Jack-Leg Drilling, 
Hand Steeling, Mucking, Spike Driving 
and much more.

The event begins on July 3 in the 
afternoon at the Days of 92’ arena located 
behind Basham Park on Main Street. It 
is free and open to the public.

At 10 a.m. on July 4, the annual Fourth 
of July Parade will make its way down 
Main Street. Over the past four years 
or so, the event has gained attention 
from spectators visiting from around 
the world. It is advised that people who 
want to participate in the event arrive 
early as there are typically 10,000 or 
more people in the area for the parade.

The rest of the day is full of various 
events and fundraisers, including the 
annual lunch fundraiser hosted by 
the Mineral County Fire Department. 
Businesses, restaurants, the Underground 
Mining Museum and Creede Historical 
Museum are open throughout the day.

As the night draws closer, people are 
invited to participate in the Chute Out 
Rodeo series that offers a special rodeo in 
honor of the Fourth of July. The Creede 
Repertory Theatre will also have two 
plays throughout the day, including a 
showing of “Little Shop of Horrors” 
at 6 p.m. A full list of the 2022 season 
can be found on their website at www.
creederep.org.

Fireworks on July 4 will depend on 
weather and fire conditions.

For more information or a full list of 
events, please visit www.creede.com.
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Working today 
and preparing 
for tomorrow. 

Knowledgeable, 
experienced and 

is a qualified, 
independent 

thinker. Vote for 
John Noffsker, you vote for strength, 

integrity and someone not afraid to do 
what is right, not what is easy!

John Noffsker for
Rio Grande County Commissioner!

Paid for by the Candidate

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

By lynDsie Ferrell

SOUTH FORK — Plans for the 
3rd of July celebrations in South Fork 
are underway. Several years ago, the 
Town of South Fork opted to host its 
Independence Day celebrations on the 
3rd of July to give residents and guests 
of the San Luis Valley a chance to 
enjoy celebrations two days in a row.

The day is always packed full of 
activities for the entire family and 
will begin with the annual South Fork 
Fire Rescue Catfish Fry and silent 
auction. All proceeds from the event 
go toward training and equipment for 
the department and serves as the only 
fundraising event throughout the year.

The auction starts at 10 a.m. and 
runs until 2 p.m. with lunch being 
served from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
fire department building.

Members of the fire department 
cook and serve the lunch with the help 
of several volunteers. Hundreds of 
pounds of fish are breaded and fried 
and served with sides and drinks. 
The event sells out quickly. Current 
information is available on Facebook 
under South Fork Fire Rescue.

In addition to the annual Catfish 
Fry, the town will also be hosting their 
annual parade. This year’s theme is 
“30 years of small-town USA”. This 
year the town is wanting to honor 
South Fork’s small-town way of life 
and to celebrate 30 years since the 
town was incorporated in 1992. To 
register for the parade, contact Dustin 
Hund at the South Fork Visitor Center 
at 719-873-5512.

The day moves along with the 
annual Rockin’ the Rio Grande Rodeo 
at Rickle Arena beginning at 5:30 
p.m. with the opening ceremony by 
the Fort Garland Color Guard. South 
Fork Kiwanis will be selling barbecue 
during the rodeo with all proceeds 
going to several projects including 
annual Christmas parties for area 
elementary schools and much more. 

If weather and fire conditions 
permit, the annual South Fork 
Firework Show will begin at dark 
from the Rio Grande Club and Resort. 
The firework display can be seen 
from anywhere throughout town 
including the South Fork Visitor 
Center parking lot.

File photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

The Town of South Fork has chosen a theme for this year’s 3rd of July celebrations 
and will be celebrating 30 years since the town was incorporated in 1992. This 
year’s theme is ‘30 years of small town USA.

South Fork prepares 
for 3rd of July fun

Subscribe 
Online! .com
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When God called me to teach His 
Word, my extended family and friends 
were not pleased. The church I attended 
was not pleased, and many people tried 
to change my mind by making it clear 
that if I chose to move forward with 
a ministry of teaching God’s Word, I 
would no longer be welcome in their 
midst. 

I was asked to leave my church 
because God had called me to do 
something for Him that did not fit into 
their traditional theology. At the time 
it hurt me deeply, but later I realized 
that God used their rejection to get me 
to a place where I could learn what He 
wanted me to learn and go on to become 
the person He wanted me to be.

In Galatians 1:10, the apostle Paul 
said, “Am I now trying to win the 
approval of human beings, or of God? 
Or am I trying to please people? If I 
were still trying to please people, I 
would not be a servant of Christ” (NIV). 

Before he became an apostle of 
Christ, Paul had been a zealous and 
committed Pharisee, which often 
caused him to persecute Christians. 
And he understood that initially after 
he accepted Christ as his Savior, if he 
sought people’s approval, he might not 
get it because of his reputation as a man 
who had hunted Christians in order to 
arrest and persecute them. 

Even though Paul was now a 
changed man, just as many believers 
are today, people don’t always believe 
we have changed. Instead they see us as 
we have been in the past and refuse to 
see us as new creations in Christ (2 Cor. 
5:17). But God sees who and what we 
will become.

The account of Paul’s conversion 
is in Acts 9:1–19, and I think it is 
important to include it in this section 
so we can see how completely he was 
changed by an encounter with the living 
Christ. I am sharing his story in my own 
words, but I also recommend that you 
read it for yourself.

Paul (known as Saul at this point 
in his life) was still making threats 
of persecution and murder against 
the disciples of the Lord. He was a 
bystander in the crowd when Stephen, 
who was an esteemed disciple in the 
church, was stoned and perhaps threw 
some stones himself. He had gotten 
permission from the high priest of the 
local synagogue to capture and bring 
people he found to be believers in Christ 
to Jerusalem for trial.

As he traveled and approached 
Damascus, suddenly a light shone from 
heaven all around him. “He fell to the 
ground and heard a voice say to him, 
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?’” (Acts 9:4). Saul asked who was 
talking to him, and the Lord said, “I am 
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now 
get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do” (Acts 
9:5–6).

Those traveling with Saul were 
astounded because they saw no one, 
yet they heard the voice of Jesus and 
witnessed what happened to Saul. 
When he rose from the ground, Saul 
was blind although his eyes were open. 
So they led him by the hand into the city 
of Damascus. For three days, he could 
see nothing and he did not eat or drink 
anything.

Now, the Lord had spoken to a 
disciple named Ananias in Damascus 
and told him where to find Saul and what 
to do. Ananias was afraid because he 
had heard of Saul’s violent reputation, 
but the Lord assured him that He had 
chosen Saul as His instrument, so 
Ananias left to find him. 

He went into the house where Saul 
was and did what God had instructed 
him to do. He laid his hands on Saul and 
told him he had been sent by Jesus to 
lay hands on him so he might regain his 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Immediately, something like scales 
fell from Saul’s eyes, and he regained 
his sight, arose, and was baptized. For 

Discover the Freedom 
to Live for God

some days after that, he remained with 
the disciples at Damascus and began 
immediately to proclaim the gospel he 
had previously persecuted. He declared 
Jesus to be the Son of God, and all who 
heard him were amazed.

What a transformation! I would 
imagine that many of us wish our 
experience had been so astounding, but 
God knows what each of us needs and 
He provides it. I am sure Saul needed 
something quite spectacular to change 
his mind, and God met him where he 
was and gave him what he needed.

As we do our best to live for God 
and follow His leading in our lives, 
He will do the same for us. God has an 
amazing plan for you, and He wants 
you to succeed in becoming everything 
He created you to be. You can fulfill His 
purpose when you choose to please God 
first and foremost, and set yourself free 
from pleasing people.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
teaching resource A Bible Study of 
Galatians Action Plan. You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

Valley Publishing
EARLY DEADLINES!

Valley Publishing
835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

(719) 852-3531

Have a Safe
& Happy

4th of July!

Due to the 4th of July Holiday 
Deadlines for July 6 & 7 Issues:

Legal, Classified & Display Advertising: 
Wednesday, June 29th - 5 p.m.

Lifestyles News/Calendar Items: 
Wednesday, June 29th - 5 p.m.

News/Obituaries: 
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Our office will be closed on 
Monday, July 4 !

RG County continues to weigh 
options for Summitville

By lynDsie Ferrell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — 
Summitville has been a hot topic for the 
past two years after Rio Grande County 
officially finalized a land swap involving 
the Environmental Protection Agency, 
Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment and the Rio Grande 
National Forest. 

Rio Grande County Commissioner 
John Noffsker has taken the lead on the 
Summitville project and is working with 
his fellow commissioners to date to try 
and figure out the best way to utilize the 
land while keeping it safe.

About two years ago, while 
negotiations were still underway with 
all the key organizations sitting at the 
table, Noffsker negotiated better terms 
for Rio Grande County and got more 
land out of the deal than was previously 
proposed. Now the question remains — 
what do to with the land?

“We have a lot of land up there that 
we can do a lot with but it’s figuring out 
exactly what we want to do with it,” 
Noffsker said. “We have some ideas on 
the table, one of which is a proposal for 
a remote RV park on private land that 
will take a lot of consideration on our part 
but there is also the rest of it that needs 
to be protected and preserved while still 
allowing people to go up there and enjoy 
the historic site.”

The purpose of the land transfer was 
to minimize the larger footprint of the 
superfund site and allow Rio Grande 
County, who took possession of the 
property after the mine went bankrupt, 
to use it as they saw fit. When a land 
survey was done five years ago, it was 
determined that the RGNF had several 
small pieces of property contained in the 
original Summitville site and through 
the combined efforts of the county and 
RGNF it was decided to consolidate the 
land into one large piece in exchange 
for other county property that bordered 
RGNF land further east.

The original proposal was to exchange 
about 70 acres of county land outside 

of the Summitville area for 70 acres of 
Forest land within the area but due to a 
change in the board at the time of the 
final negotiations, Noffsker renegotiated 
the terms with the Forest Service and 
the final agreement was for 42 acres 
of county land and 72 acres of Forest 
Service land.

Though the commissioners signed the 
final agreement with the Forest and EPA, 
the COVID-19 pandemic caused a delay in 
the announcement of the accomplishment. 
Commissioners were hopeful that a 
celebratory event would be possible by the 
fall but due to the current circumstances 
felt it was necessary to announce the 
finalization land exchange but hold off on 
a celebration until the public would be able 

to join them in their celebration.
The Summitville site is still classified 

as a superfund site by the EPA, but EPA 
officials will be working closely with the 
county to ensure that they can utilize the 
land and the historical areas throughout 
the site in the most efficient way possible.

The hope is to open the area as much as 
possible to the public and to recreational 
opportunities that would in turn help 
preserve and protect the historical 
significance of the area.

“We still have a lot of red tape from 
the EPA that will prohibit some of the 
suggestions coming to us but there is 
always a compromise somewhere. We 
just have to be sure to take the time to 
consider our options,” Noffsker said.
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 Public Notice
“San Luis Valley Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES) will be conducting 
a record and file update this summer. We will be destroying all special education records 
of students whose files were closed in the school year 2016-2017 (July 1, 2016 to June 30, 
2017). This includes student who graduated, staffed out of SPED or transferred out of one 
of the 14 SLV school districts in the 2016-2017 school year.  This affects students from Al-
amosa, Centennial, Center Creede, Del Norte, Moffat, Monte Vista, Mountain Valley, North 
Conejos, Sanford, Sangre de Cristo, Sargent, Sierra Grande and South Conejos school dis-
tricts. If any students or guardians want their complete file you can request it from the 
SLV BOCES office at 719 589-5851 on or before June 30th, 2022. Please include student’s 
Name, date of birth and your relationship to the student. Identification will be required”.
No. 1638 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2022.

otherwise known as “first-in-time, 
first-in-right.” Those with the 
oldest, and therefore most senior, 
appropriations of water have 
priority over other younger, or more 
junior, water rights.  

In this case, those whose water 
rights were decreed in or before 
1871 will have access to water from 
the Rio Grande. All those with water 
rights issued after 1871 up to 1959, 
the last year a new appropriation 
was made on the river, will not be 
able to use water from the river this 
season unless more rain falls. 

“We’re not even at the end of June 
yet, and we are way down on the 
appropriation list,” Simpson said. 
“If you’re already down to turning 
off water that was appropriated 
after 1871, this is an ugly set of 
circumstances.” 

The drought of 2002 was the worst 
drought in recorded history and is 
the standard by which other periods 
of drought are measured.

“We’re not on pace with 2002 but 
we’re pretty bad,” Simpson said. 

He speaks from experience. In 
2002, Simpson had to ship his 
cows to calve in Missouri, which he 
described as a “disaster in itself.” 
While conditions today are not quite 
as extreme, there are similarities to 
what happened twenty years ago.

“People who rely on just surface 
water will be faced with choices. 
Sell your herd or be prepared to buy 
hay to feed their cows. But it’s going 
to be impossible to buy hay to feed 
cows this year from an economic 
standpoint. Those prices are going 
to be high because everyone is 
experiencing such a drought. And 
people who have wells to back up 
their supply, those resources are 
being stressed. You can see it in 
the unconfined aquifer very readily 
every day. Look on our website and 
you can see the levels go down. We 
just don’t have the water resources 
that we’ve had in the past, and we 
can’t keep pumping the way we’ve 
been.” 

While farmers and ranchers 
will be facing tough choices soon, 
Simpson — whose approach is 
consistently equal parts recognition 
of a challenge and search for the 
solution — is also focused on the 
larger questions that extend beyond 
this growing season.

“How do we adapt and change 
without fundamentally changing 
what we look like and what 
drives our economy, culture and 
community? We’re trying to do this 
very thoughtfully and incrementally. 
I think, without a doubt, there is 
going to be less irrigated acres here 
than historically there has been.

“And, for me, I’ve been focusing 
a lot of time and energy on is there 
a path here for renewable energy. 
Can solar energy fill some of that 
gap? There are tremendous hurdles 
in that space of trying to make that 
a reality. Of course, I don’t want to 
see 50,000 acres of solar panels but 
there’s certainly room for some here, 
and I think it could fill that economic 
void that will come from taking out 
some irrigated acres.”

Without going into much detail, 
Simpson mentioned some recent 
“small wins,” but recognizes it 
is going to take a collaborative, 
concerted effort to make the gains 
that, he feels, may hold promise.

“Interest is growing,” he said. 
“And the timing couldn’t be much 
better. The state wants to be carbon 
free. Xcel wants to be carbon free. 
Tri-state wants to be carbon free. 
It feels like there’s momentum and 
the San Luis Valley would be the 

premier place for more
solar. It’s just a matter of getting 

the right people in the right place at 
the right time. There are a handful 
of us who are working toward that.”

Simpson said another economic 
piece relates to changing crops 
that are grown. Personally, he is 
contracted with a local processor 
to raise 50 acres of industrial hemp, 
largely driven by the water scarcity 
that makes farming “harder and 
harder.” 

Historically, the Valley raises 
about 150,000 acres of alfalfa and 

other hay. If Simpson can raise hemp 
with the same success he has raising 
alfalfa, he estimates it would cut his 
water consumption by half. 

But the potential reward hemp 
can bring goes hand in hand 
with challenges with processing 
and marketing, a situation where 
Simpson reports being “really 
excited about hemp at times and 
really frustrated at other times.”

Everything must be considered, 
he says, including co-ops, value 
added crops,  diversification, 
resiliency. There is also potential in 

conservation easements on aquifers, 
as Colorado Open Lands is currently 
discussing with farmers. 

“It’s not a disaster yet,“ he 
said and then stopped, trying to 
remember a quotation to address 

how he sees things. He settled for 
paraphrasing. “Things happen as a 
result of catastrophe or thoughtful 
leadership.” 

The best option, in Simpson's 
view, is to choose the latter.

WATER Continued from Page 1A



Page 8A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, June 23, 2022

During our City’s April 20th tragedy
Comes forth an abundance of heroes from various backgrounds 

Giving their energy and talents towards helping those in need.  

We sincerely hope we have not left anyone off the list, but likely did. Many from the community 
dropped off food, water, Gatorade, and other usable and practical things April 20. So many of you 

have donated to the charity of your choice or donated to stores who have given away clothing, 
hygiene products, and household goods. Many of you jumped without hesitation when you were 

asked to evacuate. Thank you for your cooperation. 

And, of course, at the center of this tragedy are the victims of the fire. The families who lost their home, 
lost their possessions, and lost some joy. May the outpouring of care by the community help you heal. 

May your courage and bravery keep you strong and help you rebuild your life. We are Monte Strong! 

First Responders:
Monte Vista Fire Department

Alamosa Fire Department
Center Fire Department

Del Norte Fire Department
La Jara Fire Department

Manassa Fire Department
Mosca/Hooper Fire Department

South Fork Fire Department

Law Enforcement:
Alamosa Police Department
Del Norte Police Department

Alamosa Sheriff Office
Conejos Sheriff Office

Saguache Sheriff Office
Adams State University Public Safety

Alamosa County Victims Advocate

Emergency Medical Services: 
Monte Vista

Del Norte
South Fork

Alamosa
Rio Grande Hospital and Clinic

State Responders:
CO Division of Fire Prevention & Control

CO Parks and Wildlife
CO State Patrol

CO Bureau of Investigations
CO Dept of Local Affairs – Christy Doon

Rio Grande County Responders:
Road & Bridge
Sheriff Office

Victims Advocate
Social Services
Public Health

County Clerk and Recorder
County Assessor

Public Information Officer
County Commissioners

Contractors:
Cooley & Sons Excavating Inc.

Gardner Excavating Inc. 
Mathias Concrete Inc.

Southway Construction Co. 
Alamosa County Road & Bridge

Wilbur-Ellis Co. 
SLV Rural Electric Cooperative

Xcel Energy
Spectrum

Emergency Managers
Rio Grande County

Alamosa County
Conejos County
Costilla County
Mineral County

Saguache County

City of Monte Vista Staff
Police Department

Public Works
Administration
Ski Hi Complex

Couldn’t do it without:
Monte Vista Food Bank

Valley Wide Health Services 
Monte Vista Co-op

Red Cross 
SLV Behavioral Health 

SLV Quilters Guild
Boys & Girls Club SLV

SLV Housing Coalition
Monte Vista Community Fund

Nazarene Thrift Store
Nazarene Church

China Garden
Sunflour Bakery

Walmart
Denessa Rodriguez (Little Caesars)

USDA Rural Development
RG Bank

SLV Federal Bank
Sunflower Bank

Senator Cleave Simpson
Senator Michael Bennet

Senator John Hickenlooper
Representative Donald Valdez

US Forest Service

It is with a grateful heart, Monte Vista City Council Members Sigala, 
Lock, Foster, Lorenz and Mayor Becker wish to thank the following 

for fire assistance, food, clothing, and general support:
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MOOve It Faster
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suBMitteD article

ALAMOSA — “The College Tour” is coming to 
Adams State University the week of June 13. The 
program will tell the story of the University through 
the lens of its students. 

Hosted by Alex Boylan, 2002 winner of the “Amaz-
ing Race,” “The College Tour” is a television series by 
Emmy-nominated and multi-award-winning produc-
ers. The show is featured on Amazon and streaming 
platforms that can be accessed all over the world.

The show will feature 10 current Adams State 
students telling their Adams State story.

“We have a great selection of students,” said Bruce 
Rosengrant, vice president for community engagement 
and communication. “They could have attended any 
college or university, but they chose Adams State 
for a reason. These students will be shining stars on 
camera.”

For five days, “The College Tour” crew will film 
scenes across campus and out into the community for 
to supplement the student interviews. The finished 
product is expected to be on streaming platforms in 
October.

Photos courtesy of Adams State University

Twins Jaqueline and Jasmine Palacios-Molinar will 
share a segment telling their Adams State story on ‘The 
College Tour’ show.
Right: Alex Boylan and crew will be on the Adams State 
University campus to film a segment for his show, ‘The 
College Tour,’ the week of June 13. 

‘The College Tour’ filming this week on ASU campus

suBMitteD article

MONTE VISTA — For the third 
year in a row, ham radio operators 
from the San Luis Valley Amateur 
Radio Association (SARA) based 
in Monte Vista will be participating 
in a national amateur radio exercise 
from noon until

8 p.m. on Saturday, June 26, and 
operating under the club call sign 
K0SLV.

The event is ARRL Field Day — 
www.arrl.org/FieldDay. It is an an-
nual amateur radio activity organized 
since 1933 by ARRL, the national 
association for amateur radio in the 
United States.

Hams from across North America 
ordinarily participate in Field Day by 
establishing temporary ham radio 
stations in public locations to demon-
strate their skill and service. Their use 
of radio signals, which reach beyond 
borders, brings people together while 
providing essential communication 
in the service of communities.

Field Day highlights ham radio’s 
ability to work reliably under any 
conditions from almost any location 
and create an independent, wireless 
communications network.

Some hams from the San Luis 
Valley will also use the radio sta-
tions set up in their homes or taken 
to their backyards and other locations 
to operate individually or with their 
families. Many hams have portable 
radio communication capability that 
includes alternative energy sources 
such as generators, solar panels, and 

batteries to power their equipment.
This year’s event is also notewor-

thy given that a particularly active 
wildfire season is predicted.

“Hams have a long history of serving 
our communities when storms, fires, or 
other disasters damage critical commu-
nication infrastructure, including cell 
towers,” said Adam Lock, WA2JAL, 
president of SARA. “Ham radio func-
tions completely independently of 
the internet and phone systems and a 
station can be set up almost anywhere 
in minutes. Many of us have portable 
communications set-ups that can be 
deployed quickly, to communicate 
effectively with others.”

During Field Day 2021, more 
than 18,000 hams participated from 
thousands of locations across North 
America.

According to ARRL, there are 
more than 750,000 amateur radio 
licensees in the US and an estimated 
3 million worldwide.

Among the tenets of the Amateur 
Radio Service is developing and 
practicing skills in radio technol-
ogy and radio communications, and 
even contributing to international 
goodwill. Hams range in age from 
as young as 9 to older than 100. A 
self-study license guide is available 
from ARRL: The ARRL Ham Radio 
License Manual.

For more information about ARRL 
Field Day and ham radio, contact 
the San Luis Valley Amateur Radio 
Association, or visit www.arrl.org/
what-is-ham-radio.

SLV Amateur Radio 
Operators participating 

in Field Day June 25

By Marie MccolM   
MONTE VISTA — It was a 

sunny afternoon with just enough 
breeze to keep the trees moving, 
as about 12 children enjoyed the 
Bike Rodeo that was held over at 
Fullenwider Park in Monte Vista 
on Saturday, June 11, from 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  

There were two vendors, includ-
ing the Monte Vista Band Boost-
ers, and the Monte Vista Softball 
Boosters, selling cotton candy, 

water, chips, cookies, and snacks 
for $1 each, and there was a bouncy 
house in the middle of the park for 
the kids to enjoy.  

Children were given free food, 
including hamburgers and snacks, 
and children could be seen entering 
the bouncy house and giggling and 
laughing, along with a few kids 
on bikes driving up and down the 
little road by the park, and along 
the sidewalk in the park, with huge 
smiles across their faces.  

Members from the Monte Vista 
Fire Department attended the Bike 
Rodeo in the morning, and many of 
the members of the Monte Vista Elks 
were at the rodeo as well.   

Monte Vista Police Department 
Officer Dillion Golden was on site 
for the rodeo and was enthusiastic 
about the turnout.  

“We have a little obstacle course 
that we lined out for the kids, and 
they really liked that,” Golden said. 

Photo by Marie Mccolm 

The Monte Vista Police Department and the Monte Vista Elks organize a Bike Rodeo on Saturday, June 11, 
at Fullenwider Park in Monte Vista. 

Monte Vista Police Dept. 
and Elks hold a Bike Rodeo

Please see RODEO on Page 2
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Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

The Rio Grande County 
Museum is pleased to 
invite the public back to 
help celebrate the re-
opening of the museum.

Please come join us for 
light refreshments, new 
exhibits and Rio Grande 
County History!

580 Oak Street • Del Norte

Raffle tickets will be sold 

at the door for a chance to win a gift 

basket full of fun summer items!

New exhibits throughout the museum will 

be on display including one celebrating 

Del Norte 150th Anniversary!

This will be an afternoon of fun for the entire 

family so come on out and help us welcome Rio 

Grande County history back to the museum!

“I am here teaching bike safety to 
the kids. Teaching the kids, the 
importance of watching traffic and 
traffic signals, making sure the kids 
are watching for stop signs. I am also 
teaching the kids to wear helmets 
when they can. I also want to make 
sure that the kids realize that a lot 
of this carries over to when they are 
driving in a few years. The kids are 
having a lot of fun and learning bike 
safety at the same time.”   

Mary Gallegos was at the park 
with her granddaughter Mariana 
Moreno.  

“My granddaughter was talking 
about this all week,” Gallegos said. 
“One of her friends told her to meet 
her at the park so they could ride 
bikes together. She asked me all 
week to bring her and today she 
was all smiles to come down here. 
I like that the people from the Elks 
and from the police also lent some 
of the kids a bike if they didn’t 
have one. I think that was really a 
sweet thing to do. Not all the kids 
have bikes, it would be nice to see 
a big fundraiser in our town to buy 
children bikes that don’t have any. 
The kids are really having fun out 
here. Kids like bikes and they are 
safe. There is a cop out here teaching 
the kids how to be safe on bikes by 
wearing a helmet. It’s nice to be out 
here with my granddaughter today 
and have fun with her.”   

Child Connor Alley was excited 
at the Bike Rodeo and held up his 
helmet and smiled for a picture.

“It’s fun,” he said, smiling for 
the camera.

Left: Connor Alley poses for a 
picture with his helmet during the 
Bike Rodeo on Saturday, June 11, 
at Fullenwider Park in Monte Vista. 

Monte Vista 
Police De-
partment Of-
ficer Dillion 
Golden helps 
a child with 
their bicycle 
at the Bike 
Rodeo on Sat-
urday, June 
11, at Fullen-
wider Park in 
Monte Vista. 

Photos by Marie 
Mccolm 

Monte Vista Band Boosters and Monte Vista Softball Boosters sell drinks 
and snacks at the Bike Rodeo on Saturday, June 11, at Fullenwider Park 
in Monte Vista. 

RODEO Continued from Page 1

ANTONITO — A community yard sale is planned from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on June 25 at the old football field on Spruce and 6th streets 
in Antonito. The vendor fee is $10; call Sharleen at 720-220-6181 for 
more information.

Antonito community 
yard sale is June 25

Subscribe 
Online! www.conejoscountycitizen.com
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Valley Publishing
EARLY DEADLINES!

Valley Publishing
835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

(719) 852-3531

Have a Safe
& Happy

4th of July!

Due to the 4th of July Holiday 
Deadlines for July 6 & 7 Issues:

Legal, Classified & Display Advertising: 
Wednesday, June 29th - 5 p.m.

Lifestyles News/Calendar Items: 
Wednesday, June 29th - 5 p.m.

News/Obituaries: 
Thursday, June 30th - 5 p.m.

Our office will be closed on 
Monday, July 4 !

Working today and 
preparing for tomorrow. 

Knowledgeable, experienced 
and is a qualified, 

independent thinker. Vote 
for John Noffsker, you vote 
for strength, integrity and 
someone not afraid to do 

what is right, not what is easy!

John Noffsker for
Rio Grande County Commissioner!

Paid for by the Candidate

Photo by Mechel Meek

The Center Police Department and the Monte Vista Police Department squared off in a hotly contested 
charity basketball game on Saturday, June 11, in Monte Vista.

CPD wins charity game with MVPD in OT
By Mechel Meek

MONTE VISTA — The Center 
Police Department and the Monte 
Vista Police Department squared 
off in a hotly contested charity 
basketball game on Saturday, June 
11, in Monte Vista.

The game brought people from all 
over the San Luis Valley to donate 
and enjoy the competition.

There was fun for the whole fam-
ily, with food and face painting. The 
event was well attended, with many 
people supporting their city’s police.

Before the beginning of the game, 
MVPD Chief George Dingfelder 
said, “Thanks for joining us and 
have fun!”

CPD Chief Dale Meek also 

thanked the sponsors who gener-
ously donated their time, products 
and money.

Meek said that several local busi-
nesses made monetary donations, 
City Market donated food, Jaime 
Hurtado created the game t-shirts for 
both teams, K&J Thriftway donated 
supplies and many others donated 
time and miscellaneous items.

The game started with CPD tak-
ing an early lead. In the first half, 
a strong defense by CPD stifled the 
offense of MVPD.

The teams traded field goals and 
turnovers, and the high level of 
defense by both teams led to a lull 
in the action for the last part of the 
first half.

MVPD roared back at the end of 
the first half, closing the deficit and 
ending the first half trailing, 31-22.

During the halftime break, half-
court shots were set up for dona-
tions and a chance to win a $25 
gift card. Two participants won the 
half-court competition, receiving 
the gift cards.

Children went through the crowd 
during halftime selling baked goods 
to benefit the Monte Vista softball 
team.

At the beginning of the second 
half, MVPD came out of the break 
with a scoring run and cut the lead 
to one point.

With 6 minutes left in the game, 
MVPD increased its lead to nine 

points, but the tide of the game 
suddenly turned toward CPD.

CPD went on a scoring run, led 
by its defense and tied the game at 
the end of regulation, sending it to 
overtime.

A 5-minute overtime was played 
to decide the winner. The teams went 
back and forth in overtime.

With 17 seconds left in OT, CPD 
led MVPD 76-73. MVPD fouled 
Meek and sent him to the free-throw 
line. Meek hit both shots to ice the 
game and put CPD ahead 78-73.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

estiMateD croP Water use

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

05 Notices
GUN/KNIFE/COIN SHOW PA-
GOSA SPRINGS: Tables $60, 
Food Trucks $80. Archuleta Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. June 17-19th. 
Mike (970)946-2841 (6/22)

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Help Wanted-Creede School Dis-
trict Employment Opportunities 
K-12 ESS Teacher K-12 Interven-
tion Services Teacher To apply visit 
Creedek12.net  or call 719 658 2220 
for more information.(7/13)

OFFICE MANAGER: Mountain 
King Potato has a full time perma-
nent Office Manager position avail-
able for fast-paced office. We are 
looking for a dependable, highly or-
ganized person. Must have excellent 
communication skills and can multi-
task. Candidate should have an ac-
counting background with current 
experience in AR and AP. A working 
knowledge of Excel & MS Word. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
insurance and 401(K). Wages will be 
based on experience. E-Mail resumes 
and questions tomtnkingResumes@
mtnking.com (7/13)

Del Norte Jr/Sr High School is 
looking for an energetic and ex-
perienced candidate to serve as a 
Secondary / High School Science 
Teacher. Classes would include 
Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Sci-
ence, and  Anatomy.  Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teaching License with a 
secondary Science endorsement. 
Please submit your application, 
resume, and cover letter to: Aaron 
Horrocks, URGSD Superintendent 
at ahorrocks@urtigers.co or contact 
Mr. Horrocks at 719-657-4040. Ap-
plications can be picked up at the 
District Office or online at www.
urtigers.co (7/13)

The Saguache County Sheriff’s 

Office is accepting applications 
for Full-Time and/or Part-Time 
Dispatcher’s. Applicants must be 
21 years old and have a high school 
education or GED. Applicants 
must be proficient in computers, be 
able to multi-task, a problem solver. 
Applications must pass a criminal 
background check as well as a drug 
test. Medical, dental, vision benefits 
and 401-k options are available for 
Full-Time employees. Starting pay is 
$15.05. Applications may be picked 
up at the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office located at 530 5th St., Sagua-
che, CO or by calling 719-655-2544. 
The Saguache County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is an equal opportunity employer. 
Positions are open until filled. (7/6)

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Are you the type of person that writes 
down your receipts in a check regis-
ter and then at the end of the month 
compares your bank statement to 
it? Do your co-workers marvel at 
the way you can multitask with a 
smile? How would you like to use 
your skills to benefit the community 
you live in? Come work for us! The 
Alamosa County Treasurer’s Of-
fice is seeking an Accounting Tech 
II and Public Trustee Specialist to 
join our team. This position helps 
not only out Treasurer’s Office 
run effortlessly but other county 
offices as well. Full time, full ben-
efits. $15.00 - $16.00/hour DOE. 
Applications may be picked up at 
Alamosa County Human Resource 
Office located at 8900-A Indepen-
dence Way or obtained online at 
www.alamosacounty.org. Inquiries 
may be directed to humanresources@
alamosacounty.org (7/6)

Part-Time Legal Assistant, expe-
rience preferred. 719-852-5101. 
(6/29)
Substitutes needed at Upper Rio 
Grande School District in Del 
Norte! We need subs for Teachers 
(must have sub license), Classi-

fied Employees (must have sub 
license), cafeteria worker, and bus 
drivers.  Call or email:  Aaron Hor-
rocks at 719-657-4040 (ahorrocks@
urtigers.co) for more information, 
go on-line:  urtigers.co, or stop by 
the district office at:  950 French 

Street, Del Norte, CO to pick up an 
application.

Assistant Cook in our Cafeteria 
needed at Upper Rio Grande School 
District.  Must have a high school 
diploma and some knowledge of 
working in a kitchen or a willing-

ness to be trained.  Pay is dependent 
on prior experience.  Please contact 
Leslie Martinez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co.

Upper Rio Grande School District 
is seeking a positive, energetic and 
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Valley Wide Classifieds

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 6/30/2022.

experienced candidate to fill the po-
sition of Secretary to the Superin-
tendent/School Board.  Applicants 
must have a high school diploma or 
GED and previous secretarial ex-
perience. Duties also include some 
HR work, CDE reporting, substitute 
teacher organization and calling, 
etc.  Computer proficiency required. 
Please submit your resume and cover 
letter to: Aaron Horrocks, Superin-
tendent at ahorrocks@urtigers.co 
or contact Aaron at 719-657-4040.
(6/29)

For Center and Saguache 
County. Writing and 

photography experience 
necessary. Send resume, 
writing and photography 

samples to Valley 
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 
81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

Jr/Sr High School Athletic Director 
needed at Upper Rio Grande School 
District.  Responsibilities will in-
clude to direct and manage the athlet-
ic program, budget, and facilities for 
grades 7-12 in the Upper Rio Grande 
School District; recruit and manage 
coaches in conjunction with the prin-
cipal for all sports and extracurricular 
athletic activities; provide students 
with the opportunity to participate in 
athletic activities; and ensure compli-
ance with all federal, state, CHSAA, 
and local requirements.  Additionally, 
the AD will lead the athletic staff in 
a positive and professional manner 
which builds character in both staff 
and students; lead and represent the 
Upper Rio Grande School District 
and athletic department in a manner 
that builds pride and success for the 
Del Norte Tigers, and communicate 
with and engage all stakeholders to 
maintain connection from our athlet-
ics to our parents and community 
partners.  Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover letter to 
Aaron Horrocks, Superintendent at 
ahorrocks@urtigers.co, or call 719-
657-4040.(6/29)

SLV Federal Bank is now accept-
ing applications for Teller in our 
Monte Vista Office. Applications 
and position descriptions are avail-
able at www.slvfed.bank or at each 
branch location. Equal opportunity 
Employer, including considering in-
dividuals with Disabilities and Vet-
erans/Affirmative Action Employer. 
(6/22)

2022 OPEN POSITIONS FOR 
ONE-CENT OVERSITE COM-
MITTEE-City of Monte Vista 
seeks two citizens with a desire 
to volunteer and serve the Monte 
Vista One Cent Oversite Commit-
tee. The One Cent Oversite Commit-
tee consists of persons residing in the 
City of Monte Vista who have been 
appointed by the Monte Vista City 
Council. One Cent Oversite Com-
mittee members serve in an advisory 
capacity to the City of Monte Vista 
Council in matters relating to the 
appropriation of funds on the 1-cent 
tax passed in 2019. Interested ap-
plicants please send letter of interest 
to uvance@ci.monte-vista.co.us or 
95 West 1st Street Monte Vista, CO. 
81144 no later than June 30, 2022. 

Please make sure that your letter 
of interest contains your email ad-
dress, as this will be a main source 
of communication. City Council will 
appoint members at the July 7, 2022 
City Council Meeting. (6/29)

The Northern Saguache Fire 
Protection District, a special tax-
ing district, is accepting letters 
of interest for the position of 
Administrative Secretary. This 
is a part time position that will be 
working with the District Fire Chief 
and District Board Members as a 
contract employee. The position is 
responsible for monthly accounting 
work and financial statement prepa-
ration, compliance with Colorado 
Sunshine Law, attendance at monthly 
meetings, preparation of agenda, 
meeting minutes, budgets and other 
administrative duties as required. 
The successful candidate must be 
able to work independently, using 
sound judgement in making deci-
sions and maintaining confidentiality. 
High School diploma or equivalent 
and experience in governmental or 
special district accounting and book-
keeping is required. The ability to use 
QuickBooks, Excel, MSWord, the 
internet as well as the willingness 
to learn programs provided by the 
State for reporting and requesting 
funds is required. The applicant must 
provide an office area and necessary 
office equipment including computer 
with access to internet and e-mail. 
Compensation will be determined 
by experience and qualifications. To 
apply send a letter of interest and 
resume including 3 references to PO 
Box 556, Saguache, CO. 81149. Drug 
testing and Background checks will 
be completed on final applicants.
Driveline is Hiring in our area. For 
more Information visit www. driveli-
neretail/careers.com (6/25)

Valley Lumber is hiring a seasonal 
possible full-time driver/yard as-
sociate. Salary based on experience. 
Duties include deliveries, loading/
unloading trucks, helping custom-
ers, and providing inventory support. 
Lumber yard experience a plus. The 
ability to work occasional Saturdays 
is necessary. Please apply in person 
at Valley Lumber 0981 North Hwy 
285, Monte Vista or call 719-852-
2481. (7/13)

For the Conejos and 

Costilla areas. Writing and 

photography experience 

necessary. Send resume, 

writing and photography 

samples to Valley 

Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 

81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

 

10 Apartments
2-Bed 1-bath Duplex w/garage, 
w/D included 800/Month, 800/De-
posit. Water, sewer, trash included. 
303-589-5455. (6-25-22)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
2-bedroom, 4 car Garage in Center, 
CO. 1-bedroom apt next to house 
on 4 lots 175,000 OBO Call 719-
217-7886.

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good grass, 

easy access, power and ready to build 
on. Priced $109,000.  Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty Inc 

719-873-1700. (6/29)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 GPM 
well water, 25 Shares of Rio Grande 

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Benjamin is a unique fellow 
that we believe to be a Border 

collie/Cattle dog mix, who 
will be turning 2 on the 21st of 
this month. He will have been 
with us a year now on the 21st 
as well. He is an only animal 

dog as we haven’t found a 
dog or cat that he likes yet. 

Benjamin is good with people, 
he just needs a solid founda-
tion with his manners. A year 

in the shelter is WAY too long, 
are you the one to give him a furever home?

Justice is a beauti-
ful lightly brindled 
Chocolate Pitbull, who 
we believe to be about 
2 years old.She came in 
with another dog, so she 
does well with them, and 
people too. She’s a very 
silly girl who’s fun to 
take walks with. Justice 
is looking for her new 
home, is it yours?

Trixie 
is an 

approxi-
mate 4 

year old 
Plott 

Hound 
looking 
for her 
furever 
home! 
She’s 
a very 
playful 

lady 
who 

loves fetch, and will tell you all about 
it! She’s done well with all the dogs 

she’s met, unless they were rude first. 
Trixie loves people too, I haven’t seen 

her meet someone she didn’t want 
pets from. Come meet her today!

Rebel is 
a hand-
some 

yellow 
Bully 
mix 

that we 
believe 
to be 3 
years 

old. He 
is the 
dog 

justice 
came 

in with, 
and he’s super sweet too. Rebel loves 

other dogs that aren’t rude to him, and his 
snuffles will steal your heart. Come meet 

him today and make your life fuller!

Roussie is a 
lovely Choco-
late Rottwei-
ler, who will 
be turning 6 
next month. 

She is an 
absolute lover 
when it comes 
to people, she 

just wants 
all the loves 
and cuddles! 
Roussie is 
best as the 

only animal in 
the home, as 
she is VERY picky about the dogs she 
wants to be around. If you’re looking 
for a great companion who will love 

you unconditionally then Roussie is the 
lady for you! Come meet her today!
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin 719-398-3185

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

LOCATION:
Skyline Metal-12 Miles South

of Monte Vista on Hwy 15

COME JOIN US FOR OUR

School Benefit Dinners

MENU:

Grilled Chicken, Farmer’s Style Dinners, Pie & Ice Cream

SUMMER 2022
Friday, July 1 • 4-8 p.m.

Friday, August 12 • 4-8 p.m.

FOR MORE INFO: Marvin Yoder - 719-849-5252 or John Yoder - 719-298-2648

Benefit Auction
at 6:30 p.m. July 1st

Also Fried Pies by Amish School Parents

MEAL IS 

100%

DONATION

Gun and Amish made quilt to be raffled

Canal, 3 decrees of good water rights 
out of Carnero Creek, fenced, new 
200 pipe corral calf feedlot, good 
production and locations. Call Bruce 
at Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-580-0770. (6/29)

23 Lawn and 

Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(6/25) TFN  

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC, 719-480-5047, 
Delivery Available. (6/22)

Finewood Vail, Farmerboy Saw-
mill has firewood bundled slabs 
for $15.00 a bundle thru June 30, 
or while supplies last Call 719-480-
4059. (6/22) 

36 Miscellaneous 
Craftsman Lawn Tractor 19.5 HP 
Variation Speed with 42-in Deck 
New Basket assembly $1,100. Bis-
sell Pro Carpet Shampooer used only 
once $125.00, Call Earl 719-274-
5371 (6/22)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 
(6/29)

S T E E L S T O R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are water 
& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information and 
pricing. Healdworks, Inc. – Your 
Total Storage Solution! 719-850-
0346 (6/29 TFN)
SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (6/29)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $9 No 
rain and covered--local Call: 719-
480-2089 (7/13)

48 Pets and 

Supplies
Mini Aussies! Born 5/14/22. Ready 
week of 7/19/22. Blue Merle’s, 
black tri’s and one brown tri. Parents 
registered.  Call Mary for more info 
720-234-5796. (7/6)

PUPPIES!!! Mini Auggie Pups…
(MiniAussie/Corgi Cross) Super 
cute! Fully vaccinated and checked 

by vet. Only a few left, come pick 
yours today! Pictures avaialbel upon 
request. $400 719-480-0810. 

OODLES OF POODLES!! ! 
GOLDENOODLES AND NEW-
FIEPOOS… Poodle Mix pups make 
great hepoallergenic pets! UTD on all 
shots. Pictures available $500.00 call 
719-515-9141 (7/6)

LOOKING FOR A FURRY 
FRIEND??? Golden Retrievers 
make awsome, friendly pets… Up 
to date on all shots and vaccinations. 
Senior discounts available to htose 
who are 60 years of age or older. Call 
to reserve yours today!!! $650.00 
719-588-3687.

FOR SALE!!! 8 Month Old Nor-
weigian Elkhound Male. Friendly! 
UTD on shots. $175.00 719-852-
0765. (7/6)

50 Livestock
For Sale 2yo laying hens. Price 

varies by quantity. Call or txt 719-
588-0248. (6/29)

For Sale Pullets Several Breads All 
are outside, 4 months old 719-588-
0363. (7/6)\

64 Autos for Sale
Jeeps for Sale: 81 CJ-7 62 Wheelies 
Wagon as is. CJ7 clutch problems 81 
Wheelie, fuel pump Problems  Text 
719-248-5389. Price is Firm! (6/22) 

65 Professional 

Services
FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mow-
ing around homesteads and out 
buildings. Center, LaGarita Area. 
Call (715)699-3703 (6/29)

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 

719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(7/27) TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 
Professional installation. Guaran-
teed lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-

903-1403. 6/01 TFN

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ 
years-experience in carpentry, paint-
ing, stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. 
Drug/Alcohol free. Free Estimates 
719-496-7630. (6/29)
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MV Watering 
Restrictions Level 
I: Mild drought 

conditions
suBMitteD article 

MONTE VISTA — Effective 

June 2 through Oct. 16, all resi-

dential and commercial custom-

ers that are tapped to the City of 

Monte Vista’s water supply, for 

the purpose of watering of lawns 

and grounds, shall be restricted to 

every-other-day irrigation. 

Residences with even number 

street addresses ending in 0, 2, 

4, 6 or 8, shall water on Mon-

day, Wednesday, and Friday and 

residences with odd number street 

addresses ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 

shall water on Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Saturday. Watering on such 

days shall be limited to the hours 

between 12 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 

6 p.m. to 12 a.m. Sunday will be 

considered a watering day for all 

residences during the limited hours 

mentioned above.

• Outdoor landscape watering 

shall only be allowed by a hand-

held hose with attached positive 

shutoff nozzle, drip irrigation 

system or bucket on any day or at 

any time for trees, shrubs, planting 

beds, planters and gardens. 

• Newly seeded or sodded lawns 

shall be exempted from these 

restrictions for the time period 

needed to establish the lawn, which 

time period shall not exceed 30 

days. Newly seeded or sodded 

shall mean an area that visibly 

lacks vegetation. Watering shall 

be restricted to an area that covers 

newly seeded or sodded portions of 

a lawn without extending unnec-

essarily to areas with established 

vegetation. Newly seeded or sod-

ded lawns and newly planted trees 

or shrubs shall be exempted from 

the odd-even watering scheme, but 

are not exempted from the hours 

when watering is permitted. All 

customers planting new seeded 

or sodded lawns must fill out an 

application at the City of Monte 

Vista, Public Works Department in 

order to be allowed 30 days of wa-

tering during the restricted hours. 

Following this period, all lawns 

will be considered established and 

must follow watering restrictions 

as outlined above. 

• Hydrant use will be limited to 

essential purposes, including but 

not limited to, dust mitigation, and 

selling water to construction sites 

within the City limits where water 

service is unavailable. 

Goal: 10% reduction in total 
watering pumping demands.
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2022 A Tourism & 
Recreation 

Guide to 
Conejos 

& Costilla 
Counties... 

In Southern 
Colorado

in the

South

Conejos and Costilla 
County summer events

Encampment at Fort 
Garland, May 28

Fort Garland Museum will hold its 
annual living history military encampment 
on Memorial Day weekend. Throughout 
the weekend the Fort Garland Memorial 
Regiment and the Artillery Company of New 
Mexico will present activities and displays 
that depict 19th century garrison life at Fort 
Garland. Demonstrations 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Info: www.museumtrail.org/fort-garland-
museum.html

Cumbres & Toltec 
Scenic Railroad 

opening day, June 11
Antonito celebrates the beginning of the 

scenic railroad’s season at the depot with 
music, ceremonies and family fun beginning 
on June 11 — with bells clanging, whistles 
blowing, and surrounded by clouds of steam. 
Free refreshments, ceremonial festivities with 
the traditional blessing of the train, music, 
statements and introductions of state and local 

dignitaries before passengers embark on the 
ride of a lifetime.

The TSA has mandated that all passengers 
wear masks. Masks will be required 
regardless of the current State or Local 
Health Department regulations. If you or 
someone in your party is unable to wear a 
mask, we, unfortunately, will not be able to 
accommodate you because of this regulation.

 Info: 1-888-286-2737, www.cumbrestoltec.
com

Sanford Pioneer Days, 
July 14

This small town celebrates its history, 
rooted deeply in the lives of the pioneers 
who settled here between 1880 and 1890. 
Mormon pioneers of Sanford came from Utah 
in covered wagons, first living in Ephraim and 
Richfield until Sanford was located.

Manassa Pioneer Days, 
July 15-16

The Pioneer Days Celebration started with 
its namesake—the pioneers. From Spanish 
explorers in the late 1500s, to Mormon 
pioneers in the 1800s, Manassa’s settlement 
history rings true to the Southwestern 
spirit of intellectual innovation, spiritual 
perseverance and the ceaselessly American 
trait of discovery. Experience 

The 2022 Cumbres and Toltec Scenic 
Railroad kicks off on July 1. The later opening 
addresses the variable weather on Cumbres 
Pass and ensures a more pleasant outdoor 
experience for passengers. The season will 
run through Oct. 23.

The new 2022 schedule features a mix of 
offerings, including:

Full Excursion Trips travel by train the 
full line between Chama, N.M. and Antonito 
and includes a one-hour bus ride. These trips 
are called the Antonito All Aboard and the 
Chama All Aboard and include lunch and 
motorcoach service.

Half Limited Trips travel half the C&TS 
line from either Chama, N.M. or Antonito to 
the mid-way point of Osier Station and back. 
Lunch is included and the trips, are called the 
Chama Limitedor the Antonito Limited, are 
solely via train, with no bus service.

Short Express Options are perfect for 
people short on time, families and people who 
want to “chase the train” as well as ride it. 
The three-and-a-half hour Cumbres Express 
departs from Cumbres Pass at 11:10 a.m., 
heads to Osier for lunch service (included in 
the price) and returns to Cumbres at 2:45 p.m. 
On Fridays in July, the Chama Express will 
depart Chama at 1 p.m. and travel to Cumbres 
Pass, the highest operational railroad pass in 
the country and back to Chama by 3:30 p.m. 
Lunch is not included.

Special Trips are trips that do not run 
weekly, including the monthly 168 Brunch 
Special, the 168 Dinner Special, the Geology 
Train, which will run twice this year and 
the annual Wildflower (Botany) Train. In 

addition, there will be a special photography 
charter and Moonlight Dinner Train Trip 
only available to members of the Friends of 
the Cumbres and Toltec. Tickets prices vary 
depending on the Special Trip. See website 
for more information.

About the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic 
Railroad

The Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad 
follows the original 64-miles of tracks first 
laid down in 1880, crossing the borders of 
Colorado and New Mexico 11 times, as it 
skirts along canyon walls through Toltec 
Gorge, burrows through tunnels, steams over 
Cascade Trestle (137-feet above a roaring 
river), and climbs to the top of 10,015-foot 
Cumbres Pass, the highest point reached by 
any steam railroad in North America.

The railroad has been featured in more 
than 40 motion pictures, including the current 
number one film on Netflix, “The Harder They 
Fall” as well as “Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade,” “Hostiles” and more. The railroad 
also has the country’s largest collection of 
narrow-gauge locomotives and cars.

Traveling on the train provides the most 
authentic look at steam railroading in the 
1880s. Passengers can move between cars, ride 
outdoors on a gondola car, listen to a steam 
whistle echo down a canyon, enjoy mile after 
mile of aspen and conifer forest, see wildlife 
such as elk, deer and sometimes even bear from 
their seats, or visit the bar and snack car — all 
at a pleasant top speed of 12 mph.

To book your trip and for complete 
information, visit www.cumbrestoltec.com 
or call 1-888-286-2737.

2022 Cumbres and Toltec 
schedule to feature new trips
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Summer
in the South

F i n e  D i n i n g
in the neighborhood

Come join our family for delicious 
salads, sandwiches, entrees and 
desserts, made fresh to order!

435 Main St. • Antonito • 719-376-5589435 Main St. • Antonito • 719-376-5589

DOS HERMANAS
Mexican-American Steakhouse

 Mexican Food  Char broiled Steaks

 Appetizers  Salads  Sandwiches  Desserts 

 Daily Specials  Children & Senior Specials

 Margaritas - Beer - Wine

 To-Go Orders- Delivery Available

Monday-Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m. • Sunday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Delivery

Available

Jacob A. Schell & Dora P. Duran, Owners

Family Owned & Operated for 25 years

Pike’s 
Stockade

Fort Garland was established in 
1858 to protect San Luis Valley 
settlers from Indian raids. At that 
time Colorado was still part of New 
Mexico Territory.

Fort Garland was built to replace 
Fort Massachusetts, just six miles to 
the north, because the other fort was 
vulnerable to attack and the land 
around it was too swamp-like. Fort 
Garland was named in honor of Brevet 
Brigadier General John Garland, who 
then was the commander for the Dept. 
of New Mexico. 

The fort’s 20 adobe buildings could 
accommodate two companies of 100 
men and officers. Various companies 
of infantrymen, mounted riflemen and 
volunteers would eventually call the 
fort home. The fort even sported its 
own laundry and laundresses. 

Only two forts existed in Colorado 
when the Civil War broke out in 

1861, because at that time the Indians 
were behaving peaceably. During 
the Civil War, Fort Garland served 
as an important enlistment site and 
rendezvous point for companies of 
Colorado Volunteers heading south 
to stop Confederate attempts to take 
New Mexico in 1861–62. These 
volunteers helped win the Battle of 
Glorieta Pass, New Mexico, in late 
March 1862. The pass is located at 
the southern tip of the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains southeast of Santa 
Fe. This battle, which has been called 
the Gettysburg of the West, effectively 
ended the Civil War in the western 
territories. 

Following the war, Kit Carson took 
command of the post as a Brigadier 
General, in recognition of his valor 
at the Battle of Valverde, also in New 
Mexico Territory, Carson was well 
known for his successful work with 

the Indians and while at Fort Garland 
was asked to negotiate with the Ute 
Indians. For a time, Carson’s efforts 
were successful, and the Indians lived 
in peace with Colorado settlers. He 
retired for health reasons in 1867.

The Ninth Cavalry was brought 
to the fort during the gold and silver 
rush days because the Indians were 
rebelling against the arrival of so 
many prospectors searching for their 
fortunes in the state. In 1876, the fort 
became home to the Buffalo Soldiers.

The Indian threat was curtailed 
in 1880, when the Utes were forced 
by the Army to retire to reservations 
created for them in southwestern 
Colorado. Troops at the fort were then 
reassigned, and by 1883 the fort was 
abandoned. It was purchased in 1930 
by the Colorado Historical Society 
and since that time it has operated 
as a military museum. 

Fort Garland, protecting the Valley

The fort is open Monday through 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Info: 719-379-3512, www.

museumtrail .org/fort-garland-
museum

Located along the north bank of the 
Conejos River, the site marks the spot 
where, in 1807, Zebulon Pike raised the 
American flag over what was then Spanish 
territory. The site is now owned by History 
Colorado and a replica of the stockade 
exists near the location of the original 
structure. To learn more about Zebulon Pike 
and Pike’s Stockade go to the Pike National 
Historic Trail Association’s website, www.
zebulonpike.org/ or www.historycolorado.
org/location/pikes-stockade-site. 

Strikingly life-like bronze sculptures created 
by renowned artist Huberto Maestas guide 
visitors along a recreation of the path trod by 
Christ during the last journey of His life. The 
site is an especially popular tourist attraction 
just before Easter. The shrine was constructed 
in 1986 and dedicated in 1990. The sculptures 
were created as an act of love and devotion 
by the faithful of Sangre de Cristo Catholic 
Parish at San Luis.

 The shrine embodies the vital role of religion 
in southern communities. Locals come to the 
shrine throughout the year for prayer, reflection 
and celebration. Visitors can find the stations 
along a one-mile walking trail that begins 
just off Highway 159, 19 miles south of Fort 
Garland and just west of San Luis. The stations 
are situated on a bluff above San Luis.

 Fifteen art pieces can be found along the 
trail depicting the 12 stations of His journey, 
Calvary and Crucifixion. At the top is the 
shrine known as La Mesa de la Piedad y de 
la Misercordio

 (The Mesa of Piety and Mercy); the grotto 
features pink sandstone statues of the Virgin 
Mary and Saint Juan Diego. The mesa top 
pathway is also lined with many statues of 
the saints. 

As visitors walk up the trail, they are afforded 
spectacular views of several of Colorado’s 
mountain peaks that tower over 14,000 feet 
above sea level, while San Luis and the San 
Luis Valley are spread at their feet. Complete 
the journey with a visit to the Memorial de 
los Martires Mexicanos, at the top of journey.

Access to the shrine can be found at the 
northern portion of San Luis. 

Info: 719-992-0122, www.sdcparish.org.

Take a spiritual journey at the 
Stations of the Cross Shrine
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Courtesy photo

St. Agnes Catholic Church in Saguache is re-opening on July 2 after 
being closed since late 2020. 

St. Agnes Catholic Church to re-open on July 2
suBMitteD article 

SAGUACHE — The Associa-
tion of St. Agnes Catholic Com-
munity recently announced that the 
re-opening of St. Agnes Catholic 
Church in Saguache will be on 
July 2. 

“We were given the keys to the 
church just this week,” stated Toni 
Mondragon, association chairper-
son. “God is good. Our prayers 
have been answered. We will begin 
to have Mass again in Saguache.” 

St. Agnes, 505 Gunnison Ave., 
Saguache, had to close its doors 

in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and other situations. 

In late 2020, after the announce-
ment was made of the closing of 
St. Agnes, a group of concerned 
parishioners got together to see 
if they could somehow keep the 
church open, Mondragon stated.

The group of six began to meet 
often to see what steps would be 
needed to reopen. 

“We were so fortunate to have 
Maria Archuleta and the Archuleta 
Family Foundation guide us to 
the proper channels and help us 

understand the process needed to 
open and be part of the Diocese of 
Pueblo,” Mondragon stated.  

What the association did not 
know was that to have the church 
open for the community and its pa-
rishioners, it would have to create a 
legal business with federal and state 
requirements met to the satisfaction 
of both, Mondragon stated. 

“We could not even open a bank 
account without meeting all the 
needed paperwork,” she stated. 
“We had to deal with a tiny piece 
of property the Parish Hall slightly 
sits on.” 

These issues took some time to 
resolve. 

“Of course, we must meet all 
the requirements of the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Diocese 
of Pueblo,” Mondragon stated. 
“We are continuing our Liturgi-
cal work with the guidance of the 
Diocese, Deacon Jerry LaBlanc, 
and with our priest, Father Eric 
Haarer.”

St. Agnes has served the people 
of Saguache for over 125 years. 

“It has been ingrained in the 
hearts of our Catholic community 
and the surrounding communities 

and has been a great loss since its 
closing,” Mondragon stated. 

Many families of the Catholic 
faith lost loved ones during the pan-
demic, and some of these families 
helped build the “new” church in 
the late-40s. 

“Our tradition of ringing the 
church bells and having Mass was 
such a loss to all of us,” Mondragon 
stated. “We are happy to announce 
we will now be able to continue 
these traditions.”

Mass will be celebrated in Sagua-
che beginning with the first ringing 
of the bells at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 2, to honor “the loved ones 
who passed during our closure.” 

Mass will be at 4 p.m. on July 
2, followed by a rededication 
ceremony. 

“St. Agnes Catholic Church 
invites you to celebrate with us,” 
Mondragon stated. “We thank our 
community for your kindness and 
generosity.”
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This block-party style farmers mar-
ket and live music event will cele-
brate its 2nd year in the town of Del 
Norte!

Where: Spruce Street and HWY 
160, next to Simple Foods & Carthers 
Roadhouse. 

When: Every Thursday from 2PM-
6PM, starting June 4 through Sep-
tember

Mercado Del Norte is a lively farm-
ers market event featuring fresh local 
vegetables and meat, coffee, soaps, 
CBD, art, jewelry, clothing, and 
more! The event will also feature live 
music from local musicians and larg-
er bands.

Mercado Del Norte 
Returns to Spruce 

Street for Summer 2022
The market has an EBT and Dou-

ble-Up Food Bucks for purchasing 
fresh produce.

Bring the whole family along to cel-
ebrate community, enjoy the summer 
vibes, and boogie down to some live 
tunes! Mercado is an inclusive event 
that welcomes folks from all back-
grounds, celebrating the diversity of 
all cultures, ethnicities, genders, and 
races.

Mercado Del Norte is also accept-
ing more vendor applications! Ven-
dors can apply online at SolMoun-
tainFarm.com/Mercado. Check us out 
on Facebook and our website, and see 
you at the Mercado!

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Buffet is Back!
Thursday & Friday

“If the mountains were 
a desert, this would be 
a welcome oasis!  Cool 
self serve beer taps.”

~ Rob B., Google Reviews 

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Open Daily
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The Holy Moses

Garden decor is great 
to jazz up your patio 

space. We have a great 
selection to help you out. 

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Proud Military Parents Support 
group holds two sendoff ceremonies

Courtesy photos

Family and friends of Eadon Lawson, pictured wearing 
a Vans T-shirt, attended a Proud Military Parents Sup-
port group sendoff in Monte Vista on June 4. Lawson 
is enlisting in the U.S. Navy.

Family and friends of Alberto Galvan, pictured wear-
ing a button-down shirt, attended a Proud Military 
Parents Support group sendoff in Monte Vista on June 
11. Galvan is enlisting in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Group will be 
hosting a theatre 

event to help 
sponsor care 

packages

By Marie MccolM 
MONTE VISTA — Eadon Law-

son of Monte Vista was proudly sent 
off as a newly enlisted Navy Sailor 
by the Proud Military Parents Sup-
port group in a ceremony held on 
Saturday, June 4.  

Alberto Galvan of Monte Vista 
was proudly sent off as a newly 
enlisted Marine by the Proud Mili-
tary Parents Support group held on 
Saturday, June 11.   

The group also invited every-
one to attend a showing of the 
movie “Taking Chances.” “Taking 
Chances” is a true story based on 
the recollections of US Marine Lt. 
Col. Michael Strobl. 

Strobl traveled with the remains 
of Lance Cpl. Chance Phelps, a 
Marine who was fatally wounded 
by gunfire during the Iraq War. 
Strobl attended Phelps’s funeral 
and memorial service and wrote an 

essay about the entire experience. 
Donations will be taken at the 

showing of the movie and there will 
be nachos, and T-shirts for sale along 
with chance drawings. All proceeds 

will go toward care packages for the 
holiday season.  

The movie will be shown on June 
16, at 7 p.m. at the Vali 3 Theatre 
in Monte Vista.

719-852-3531
Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Sandra Marquez 
smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com

Brian Williams
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Your Real Estate 
Listings could reach 

over 18,000 
prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal 
and see the results.

Reserve space for a minimum 
of twelve (12) weeks for ...

............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Perfect level build-
ing spot in desir-
able location. Just 
minutes from world 
class skiing, cham-
pionship golf and 
gold medal fishing 
on the Rio Grande 
River. Time to build 
your dream home in 
Colorado’s best kept 
secret!. $49,000 
MLS#775795

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming country home and ranch! 
This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home is locat-
ed on about 26 acres between Alamosa, 
and La Jara. The home offers baseboard 
heating, a fireplace, beautiful stainless 
steel appliances, and many built in ad-
ditions. Attached to the garage is a 1 
bedroom apartment with a newer refrig-
erator. There are additional out buildings 
and fencing on the property. Come and 
see this home if you are ready for some 
great country living! NEW PRICE! 
$399,900 MLS#790848

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$359,000 MLS#793404

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home! 3 bed-
rooms,1 bathroom, and 
attached garage. Situated on 
.23 acres of established yard 
with trees & bushes. Fenced 
and in a great location to the 
new Ski Hi Park & Health 
Club. Call today! $207,000 
MLS#793935

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Wonderful Opportunity to own a Beautiful, Brand New, Custom, 
Built home. This 3 Bedroom/2 Bath home will include a master bed-
room/bathroom, 2 Car attached garage, Front/Rear Porch, Laundry 
Room, 2 Storage rooms, with the kitchen and dining area with an open 
floor plan. The Exterior will be built with Sturdy 2 by 6 framed ex-
terior construction, Premium Stucco Finish, Energy efficient double 
hung, double pain Milgard Vinyl tan windows, Fiberglass insulated 
exterior doors, Well insulated with R-49 Ceilings and R21 Walls, Ex-
terior light Fixtures, Underground Utilities, 30 Year Asphalt Shingles, 
Colored Stamped concrete porches, Gutters and sown spouts, Coco 
brown metal fascia and soffits. The interior will have Radiant floor 
heat system in the house and garage, Large capacity , energy efficient 
50-gallon water heater, Builder’s choice Solid wood interior doors, 
Knockdown drywall finish throughout with bullnose corners, High end Italian plank flooring, 200 
amp electrical service, Granite Kitchen and bath counter tops, and Beatle Kill pine wood trims. Inquire 
within for more more details on the Beautiful Custom home. $450,000 MLS#794187

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
single level home is located in 
town of Monte Vista, close to 
the Park and other amenities. 
The home is towards the back of 
the lot giving it great privacy and 
a nice sized front yard. It has a 
large living room with fireplace 
making it very cozy. It has an 
open concept from Kitchen to the 
living room, New flooring and 
other upgrades. Inquire today. 
$430,000 MLS#794510

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Looking for land to build your 
new home or to just enjoy the 
outdoors? Take a look at this 80 
acres in a quiet setting not far from 
Del Norte or South Fork. Beauti-
ful valley views! Electric is near 
by if needed. Legal description for 
the 80 acres is N1/2 SE1/4 section 
17, township 40 North Range 5 
East N.M.P.M. The owner pur-
chased 120 acres and is selling 80 

acres north of the 40 acres that he will be keeping. $150,000 MLS#794691

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450



alaMosa

Basic
information 

for every 
newcomer:

Driver’s licenses
715 6th St.
Alamosa
589-4274

Motor  vehicle  and voter 
registration at county courthouses

Veterans affairs
Each county has a Veterans 
Service Officer on staff.

Social Security
602 Del Sol Dr. No. 1A
Alamosa
589-2953

Electricity 
San Luis Valley Rural 
Electric Cooperative
3625 West U.S. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista
852-3538
Center Town Government
294 S. Worth
754-3497
Xcel Energy
1-800-895-4999

Telephone
CenturyLink
Residential
1-800-244-1111
Business 
1-800-603-6000
Charter Communications
877-906-9121

Trash
City of Alamosa
589-6631
Waste Management
852-6392
GT’s Trash Service
672-3601
MDS Waste & Recycle
658-3060
South Fork Water, Sanitation District
873-5860
Silver Mountain Disposal 
843-5354

Size: 723 square miles 

Population: 15,445

governMent
www.alamosacounty.org
Courthouse
8955 Independence Way, 589-4996
Open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 

through Friday

Commissioner meetings
Second and last Wednesdays 
of every month 

Commissioners
Lori Laske, Michael Yohn, and Vern 
Heersink

County Administrator
Roni Wisdom

County Clerk
Nicole Jaramillo

Assessor
Sandra Hostetter

Coroner
Trace Larson

County Attorney
Jason Kelly

Treasurer/Public Trustee
Amy McKinley

Sheriff
Robert Jackson
County Jail
1315 17th St., 589-6608

MuniciPality
Alamosa

www.cityofalamosa.org
City Hall
300 Hunt Ave., 589-2593
Open 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon. through Fri.

Mayor
Ty Coleman

Councilors
Charles Griego, Jan Vigil, Kristina 
Daniel, Liz Hensley and Michael 
Carson

City Manager
Heather Brooks

City Clerk
Holly Martinez

Police Department
425 4th St., 589-2548
Chief Ken Anderson

Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Don Chapman
587-2530

Finance
Lisa Sandoval

Parks and Recreation
Alamosa Family 
Recreation Center
2222 Old Sanford Rd.
589-2105 • alamosarec.org

Library
300 Hunt Ave.
589-6592 • alamosalibrary.org

eDucation
Alamosa School Dist.
www.alamosa.k12.co.us

Adminstration
209 Victoria Ave., 587-1600

Alamosa Elementary School
Two buildings, K-2 and 3-5
1707 W. 10th St., 587-6600/587-6650

Ortega Middle School
401 Victoria Ave., 587-1650

Alamosa High School
805 Craft Dr., 587-6000

Sangre de Cristo 
School District

www.sdc.schooldesk.net
8751 Lane 7 N.
Mosca, Colo., 378-2321

Adams State 
University

www.adams.edu • 587-7011

Trinidad State, 
Valley Campus

www.trinidadstate.edu • 589-7000

coMMunity 
services

Chamber of Commerce/
Colorado Welcome Center
Historic depot building
610 State Ave., 589-3681/589-4840
www.alamosa.org

Convention and Visitors Bureau
589-4840
1-800-258-7597

La Puente Homeless Shelter 
913 State Ave.
589-5909

Food Bank
513 6th St.
589-4567

Tu Casa 
Violence, sexual assault
589-2465 (24-hours)

Alamosa County 
Alamosa Family 
Medical Center 
589-3658 • www.vwhs.org
1710 1st St., Alamosa

Sierra Blanca 
Medical Center
106 Blanca Ave., Alamosa
589-3658

Convenient Care 
Community Clinic
1131 Main St., Alamosa
589-2562

San Luis Valley Health 
589-2511 • www.slvrmc.org
106 Blanca Ave., Alamosa

RMC Clinic
106 Blanca Ave., Alamosa
589-3000

SLV Behavioral Health Group
(SLV BHG)  
8745 Cty. Rd. 9 South, Alamosa
589-3671

SLVBHG Mi Esperanza Wellness 
Walk-in Clinic
311 San Juan, Alamosa 
589-3671

San Luis Valley 
Regional Medical Center
106 Blanca Ave., Alamosa
589-2511

Stuart Avenue Clinic
2115 Stuart Ave., Alamosa
589-3000

Adolescent Health Program
201 Carson Ave., Alamosa
589-5860

Davita Dialysis
612 Del Sol Dr., Alamosa
1-800-424-6589

Veterans Administration 
Outpatient Clinic
622 Del Sol Dr., Alamosa
587-6800

Rio Grande County
Rio Grande Hospital

657-2510  
www.riograndehospital.org

310 Cty. Rd. 14, Del Norte

RGH Clinic-Del Norte 
0310C Cty. Rd. 14, Del Norte
657-2418

Edward M. Kennedy 
Health Clinic - Valleywide
925 Second Ave., Monte Vista
852-2512

RGH Clinic- Monte Vista
1033 Second Ave., Monte Vista
852-8827

Monte Vista Community Clinic
103 Chico Court, Monte Vista
852-9400

RGH Clinic- South Fork
62 Park Drive, South Fork
873-5494

SLV BHG
402 4th Ave., Monte Vista
589-3671

SLVBHG Del Norte
14443 HWY 160, Del Norte 
589-3671

SLVBHG South Fork 
20 Lodge Dr. E, South Fork 
589-3671

Saguache County
Cesar E. Chavez Family Medical 
Center
186 N. Hurt St., Center
754-2778

HRRMC Saguache Health 
Center
405 Denver Ave., Saguache
530-2000

SLV BHG
260 Worth St., Center
589-3671

Moffat Family Health Center
545 Moffat Way, Moffat
256-4025

Conejos County
Antonito Medical Clinic
115 Main St., Antonito
376-2308

Conejos County Hospital
19021 S. Hwy. 285, La Jara
274-5121

La Jara Medical Clinic
509 Main St., La Jara
274-5000

Guadalupe Health Center
10th and Dalia St., Antonito
376-5426

SLV BHG
322 Walnut St., La Jara
589-3671

SLV BHG
9th & Dahlia, Antonito
589-3671

Costilla County
San Luis Health Center
233 Main St., San Luis
672-3352

SLV BHG
409 Trinchera, San Luis
589-3671

Mineral County
RGH Family Practice-Creede
802 Rio Grande Ave., Creede
658-0929

hosPitals anD clinics

9-1-1 is for true emergencies when 
every second counts, to save a life, to 
report a fire or to stop a crime. 

Dial 9-1-1 to report child abuse, 
domestic violence, a robbery in 
progress, a traffic accident with injuries 
or another crisis situation.  When calling 
9-1-1, remain calm, provide an exact 
location of the emergency situation. 

Do not hang up until the operator 
says to, even if you or a child has dialed 
9-1-1 by mistake.

Do not dial 9-1-1 to ask about 
weather, report a barking dog, complain 
about trash in the road or report loud 
music. Dial 589-5807, 376-5921, 
672-3302, 658-2600, 657-4000 or 
754-2442.

Dialing 9-1-1

Colorado State Patrol/Non-Emergency Dispatch

589-5807
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conejos county
Population in: 8,256
Land Area: 1290 Square Miles

governMent
376-5772  • www.conejoscounty.org
Courthouse 
Open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday 
Located within Conejos
Commissioner meetings
First & Third Thursday and 15th of 
each month  

Commissioners
Carlos Garcia, Joseph Baroz and 
Mitchell Jarvies
376-5772

Administrator
Tressesa Martinez
376-5772 Ext 1

Accountant 
Gary Gurule
376-5772 Ext 2

Accounts Payable
Cheryl Ruybal 
376-5772 Ext. 3

Social Services
376-5455

Assessor 
Naomi Keys 
376-5585

Clerk & Recorder
Nathan Ruybal
376-5422

Coroner 
Richard Martin 
Cell 588-5019, Home 843-5815

Sheriff 
Garth Crowther
376-2196

Treasurer/Public Trustee
Mack Crowther
376-5919

eDucation

North Conejos 
School District

northconejos.com
17890 U.S. Hwy. 285, La Jara
274-5174

La Jara Elementary 
214 Poplar Ave., La Jara
274-5791

Centauri Middle School 
17891 U.S. Hwy. 285, La Jara
274-4301

Centauri High School 
17889 U.S. Hwy. 285, La Jara
274-5178

North Conejos Alternative Program
615 Main St., La Jara
274-4220

Manassa Elementary 
200 S. 5th St., Manassa
843-5277

Sanford 
School District

www.sanfordschools.org
755 2nd St., 274-5167

South Conejos 
School District 

13099 County Road G, Antonito
376-7001 • southconejos.com

Veterans Affairs
376-6725

MuniciPalities 
Antonito 

Town Hall 
515 River St., 376-2355

Police Department
376-5421

La Jara 
Town Hall 
221 Broadway , 274-5363
Colorado.gov/townoflajara
Police Department
274-5886

Manassa 
Town Hall
401 Main St., 843-5207

Police Department
843-5207

Romeo 
Town Hall 
149 2nd Ave., 843-5785

Sanford 
Town Hall
390 Greenleaf , 274-4024

Police Department
274-4040

coMMunity 
services

Conejos County Chamber of 
Commerce 
376-2277

Capulin Community Center 
274-5520

costilla county
Population: 3,524
Size: 1,227 Square Miles

Courthouse
Open 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.,
weekdays
352 Main St., San Luis
672-3681

governMent
costillacounty-co.gov/
Commissioner meetings 
First and Third Tuesdays of every 
month 

Chief Administrative Officer
Ben Doon

Chief Financial Officer
Julie Albert

Commissioners
Michael Gallegos, Robert Espinoza 
and Steven Romero
672-3372

Assessor
Thomas Aragon
937-7670

Clerk & Recorder
Najondine Placek
937-7671

Coroner
Sherri Vigil
580-3426

Sheriff
Danny Sanchez
672-0673

Treasurer/Public Trustee
Lorraine Medina
937-7672

Social Services
Tommy Vigil
672-4131

MuniciPalities
San Luis

Municipal offices
408 Main St.
672-3321 • townofsanluisco.org

Mayor
Tiffany Gallegos

Town Trustees
Roberta Romero, Jessica Durgan, 
Shantae Martinez, Brian Valdez

Blanca
Municipal offices
Main Street
379-3461 • goade.org/~blancaco

Town Clerk/Court Clerk
Rayna Sanchez

Mayor
Myrrl Smith

Trustees
Paul Wiescamp, Nancy Escalante, 
Edgar Martinez, Darlene Burns, June 
Welch and Lawrence Kawanabe

Town Marshal
Paul Quintana

Fire Department 
379-3461

eDucation

coMMunity services

Blanca/ Fort Garland 
Community Center 
17591 E. Hwy. 160
Blanca
379-3450

Fort Garland Museum
29477 Hwy. 159
Fort Garland
379-3512

San Luis Visitors Center 
408 Main St. • San Luis
672-3002

San Luis Museum and 
Cultural Center
401 Church Place • San Luis
672-0999

Centennial
School District R-1

centennial.k12.co.us
14644 Hwy. 159, San Luis
672-3322

Sierra Grande 
School District

www.sierragrandeschool.net
17523 U.S. Hwy. 160, Blanca
379-3259

saguache county
Size: 3,168 square miles
Population: 6,108

Courthouse 
202 3rd Street, Saguache
Open: 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.,weekdays

Commissioner meetings
First, second and third Tuesday

governMent
www.saguachecounty.net
Commissioners
Lynne Thompson, Tim Lovato and 
Tom McCracken

Assessor
Peter Peterson, 655-2521

Treasurer/Public Trustee
Connie Trujillo, 655-2656
Clerk and Recorder
655-2512

Sheriff
Dan Warwick, 655-2544

Coroner
Tom Perrin, 850-2219

Administrator
Wendi Maez, 655-2231

Land Use
Amber Wilson, 655-2321

MuniciPalities

Moffat
moffatcolorado.com
Mayor 
Cassandra Foxx, 256-4538

Town Hall
401 Lincoln • 256-4538
Open 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday - 
Thursday (closed 12-1 p.m.)

Clerk/Treasurer
Amy Hardin, 256-4538

Town Trustees
Tyler Berger, Ken Skoglund, Jon 
Lopez and Ricardo Ellis

Saguache
www.townofsaguache.org
(county seat)

Town Hall
504 San Juan, 655-2232

Open 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. weekdays

Mayor
Elvie Samora

Town Clerk
Iris Garcia

Deputy Clerk
Tina Sanchez

Town Trustees
Jim Jaminet, Janice Torrez, Loren 
Aldrich, Susan Collins, Wyoma 
Hansen and Amber Wilson

Center
www.centerco.gov
Town Hall
294 S. Worth, 754-3497

Mayor
Tony Garcia

Town Trustees
Peggy Martinez, Richie Barela, Daniel 
Gallegos, Nivek Beiriger, Bernadette 
Duran, and Miriam Gonzales

Continued on Page 3
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rio granDe county
Size: 913 square miles
Population: 11,982

Courthouse 
925 6th Street, Del Norte
657-3394
Open 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. weekdays

Commissioner meetings
Second and fourth Wednesdays

governMent
www.riograndecounty.org
Commissioners
Scott Deacon, Gene Glover and 
John Noffsker

Coroner
Stephen Hunzeker
588-1289

Administrator
Craig Barraclough 
657-2744

Clerk & Recorder
Cindy Hill
657-3334

Assessor
J.J. Mondragon
657-3326

Treasurer/Public Trustee
Cherilyn Rue
657-2747

Sheriff
Don McDonald
657-4000

Social Services
1015 6th St.
Jody Kern
657-3381

Public Health Director
Dr. Kolawole Bankole
657-3352

MuniciPalities

Monte Vista
www.cityofmontevista.com
City Hall
95 W. First Ave., 852-2692

Mayor 
Dale Becker

Councilors
Victor Sigala Larry Foster, Martha 
Lock and Jason Lorenz

Police Department
95 W. First Ave.
852-6161

Police Chief
George Dingfelder

Fire Chief
Patrick Sullivan
401 Broadway St.
852-3371

Administration
City Manager 
Gigi Dennis

City Clerk 
Unita Vance

Recreation
Jamie Hurtado

Public Works
Rob Vance

Del Norte
delnortecolorado.com
Town Hall
140 Spruce
657-2708

Administrator Clerk
Bernadette Martinez

Police Chief
Business and non-emergency office
719-657-26000

Mayor
Chris Trujillo

Board of Trustees
Shelly Burnett, Joe Archuleta, Louie 
Velasquez, Bob Muncy, Brenton 
Williams, Leigh Anne Lobato

South Fork
www.southfork.org
Town Hall
100 Silver Thread Lane
South Fork, 719-873-0152

Mayor
Tyler Schmidt

Board of Trustees
Jesse Entz, Sarah Sparrow, Trisha 
Taylor, Michele Cruse, Rick Morgan, 
Kevin Stickens

Town Administrator
Hank Weber

South Fork Fire Rescue
Chief Sean Burkey
719-873-0095

Police Department
Chief Hank Weber
873-1040

coMMunity 
services

Tri-County Senior Citizens Center
311 Washington Ave.
852-0386, 852-5778

Monte Vista Kids Connection
134 Washington
852-6966

High Valley Community Center
595 Grand Ave.
Del Norte
657-2172

Rio Grande County Museum
595 Oak St.
Del Norte
657-2847

Monte Vista 
School District

www.monte.k12.co.us
Monte Vista High School 
295 E. Prospect Ave.
852-3586

Monte Vista Middle School
3720 Sherman Ave.
852-5984

Bill Metz Elementary
545 2nd Ave.
852-4041

Marsh Elementary
215 Lyell St.
852-3231

Byron Syring Delta Center and
Online Academy
345 Prospect Ave.
852-2212

Sargent School District
www.sargent.k12.co.us
7090 N. Cty. Rd. 2E
852-4025

Upper Rio Grande
School District

www.dncsd.org
950 French St.

Del Norte Elementary
657-4030

Del Norte Jr./Sr. High School
657-4020

eDucation

Continued from Page 2

Center Consolidated 
School District

www.center.k12.co.us
500 Broadway, 754-3442

Academic Recovery Center
754-2859

Center High School
 754-2232

Skoglund Middle School
 754-2232

Haskin Elementary School
 754-3982

Crestone
Charter School

crestone-charter-school.org
330 Lime Ave., Crestone, 256-4907

Moffat Consolidated 
School District

www.moffatschools.org
501 Garfield Ave., Moffat, 754-0500

Mountain Valley 
School District

www.moutainvalleyschool.org
403 Pitkin Ave.
Saguache
655-2578

saguache county

eDucation

coMMunity services

Saguache Chamber 
of Commerce
www.saguachechamber.org
849-0240

Crestone Chamber 
of Commerce
256-4313

106 Blanca Ave
Alamosa

719-589-2511
slvh.org

Town Administrator
Brian Lujan
Fire Department
754-3333

Police Chief
Dale Gene Meek
754-3497

Crestone
Town Hall
108 West Galena Ave., 256-4313
Townofcrestone.colorado.gov
Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Mayor
Kairina Danforth

Town Trustees
Adam Kinney, Benjamin Byer, 
Stephen Hume, Kizzen Laki, 
Kimberly Martinez and Daya Scheide

Clerk
Allyson Ransom, 256-4313

Treasurer
Lisa Cyriacks
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The area code for all 
phone numbers in the 
San Luis Valley is 719.

Editors Note
*We’ve made every attempt to verify the information in this edition; 

we apologize if there are any mistakes and/or omissions.

Ambulance Services

PuBlic health DePartMents

Alamosa County
8900A Independence Way, Alamosa
589-4848

Conejos County
19023 Hwy. 285, La Jara
274-4307

Costilla County
233 Main St., San Luis
672-3332

Silver Thread
802 Rio Grande, Creede
658-2416

Rio Grande County
925 6th St., Del Norte
657-3352

Saguache County
505 3rd St., Saguache, 655-2533
220 Worth St., Center, 754-2773

Mineral county

Alamosa - 589-5807
Del Norte - 657-4000

Monte Vista - 852-5111

South Fork - 873-5544
Creede - 658-2211

Conejos County - 376-5921

Size: 876 square miles 
Population: 712 

governMent
www.mineralcountycolorado.com
1201 N. Main St., 658-2331

Courthouse
1201 N. Main St., 
Open 8 a.m.- 4 p.m., weekdays

Commissioner meetings
First Monday and third Tuesday of 
every month

Commissioners
Ramona Weber, Jesse Albright and 
Scott Lamb

County Administrator
Janelle Kukuk
658-2360

County Assessor
Libby Lamb
658-2669

County Clerk/Recorder
Eryn K. Wintz
658-2440

County Treasurer
Amy Wetherill
658-2325

Court Clerk
Hollie Wheelwright
658-2575

Coroner
Jim Adelman 
658-2600

The Mineral County 
Sheriff’s Department serves 
both the county and Creede.

1201 N. Main St.

Sheriff 
Fred Hosselkus
658-2600

Library
658-2220

Road and Bridge
Danny Rogers
658-2329

County Land Use Office
Roger Duncan
658-2360

Silver Thread Public Health
Tara Hardy
658-2416

Mineral County Volunteer Fire  
Department
Chief Robert Hosselkus
658-2600

MuniciPality
Creede

City Hall
2223 Main St.
658-2276
www.colorado.gov/creede

Mayor
Jeffrey Larson

Trustees
Shane Castleberry, Dana Brink, 
Lori Dooley and Jack Wyatt 
Hannah

Town Manager
Louis Fineberg

Town Clerk
Sarah Efthim-Williamson

Recreation
Kathryn Short Ash

Public Works
Scott Johnson
658-2003

coMMunity 
services

Chamber of Commerce
www.creede.com
904 S. Main St.
658-2374

eDucation
Creede

School District
www.creedek12.net
450 Corsair Drive
658-2220

970-264-5991
www.VisitingAngels.com

Proudly serving our honored Veterans

We Care Every Day 
in Every Way® 

• Errands
• Shopping

• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation

• Friendly Companionship
• Flexible Hourly Care

• Respite Care for Families
• Medication reminders

America’s Choice in Homecare
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