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In the election article printed 

last week, it was incorrectly 

written that Democratic candidate 

Stasha Birdsey ran unopposed 

for the Mineral County Assessor 

seat. Birdsey is running against 

Republican incumbent Assessor 

Libby Lamb. 

Report factual errors contact 

Edi tor  Br ian  Wil l iams a t 

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.

com.

CorreCtion

Emmanuel Chapel 
VBS is July 11-15
SOUTH FORK — Emmanuel 

Chape l  in  South  Fork  i s 

having vacation Bible school 

from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

July 11-15 for ages 3 to 13. 

For more information or to pre-

register, call 719-850-2634.

MV Farmers 
Market opens for 

season July 8
MONTE VISTA — The Monte 

Vista Farmers Market is kicking 

off the 2022 season on Friday, July 

8, and will be open every Friday 

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. through 

Sept. 16.

The MV Farmers Market will be 

in the parking lot at First Avenue 

and Jefferson Street in Monte 

Vista, across from the Monte Vista 

Chamber of Commerce.

“Check out our great selection 

of local foods, produce, bread, 

crafts, art, the MOKI food truck 

and much more,” organizers 

stated.

Lazier and 
Morningside String 
Band performing 

July 10
CREEDE — Courtney Lazier 

and the Morningside String Band 

will perform at Basham Park in 

Creede on Sunday, July 10, from 

2 to 4 p.m.

Courtney Lazier  and the 

Morningside String Band are 

a bluegrass-Americana group 

hailing from Steamboat Springs.

The Morningside String Band 

— Craig Thornhill, Paul Gepper 

and Tim Cunningham — is an 

acoustic trio that plays an eclectic 

mix of covers and originals, 

rooted in bluegrass, Americana, 

blues, and reggae.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 

contact Creede Arts Council at 

creedearts@outlook.com. To 

view the entire summer lineup, 

head to www.creedeartscouncil.

com/music-in-the-park.

By PatriCk Shea

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
Ranchers, lumberjacks, and recreation 
enthusiasts share public land with 
wildlife where an imbalance threatens 
the resource for everyone. At a 
working session of Saguache County 
Commissioners on June 28, Gunnison 
County Commissioner chairperson 
Jonathan Houck presented a proposal 
to designate the Sawtooth Wildlife 
Conservation Area (WCA) near 

Sawtooth WCA proposal made to Saguache Commissioners

Big Mesa in Gunnison County 
roughly marks the northwest 

edge of a proposed 44,000-acre 
Wilderness Conservation Area 

(WCA) that includes 23,882 acres 
of Saguache County land.

Photo by Patrick Shea

Please see SAWTOOTH on Page 6A

By PatriCk Shea

CENTER — The Frontier Drive-Inn preview 
and SLV Dish contest was rescheduled to run 
from 4 p.m. to midnight on Saturday, July 9, at the 
renovated drive-in movie theater outside of Center.

Chefs specializing in red and green chili will 
battle for bragging rights while fans can listen to 
live music, play games, sample food, and enjoy 
entertainment throughout the day. At sunset, the free 
event will conclude with the first public viewing 
on the big screen since the 1980s.

Now called the Frontier Drive-Inn, the movie 
screen is one of many unique features for the 
renovated site. Instead of pulling in before dark and 
leaving after the movie, viewers can stay overnight 

in a yurt or Quonset hut. 
But the huts are not huge. With heated floors 

and insulation, they represent another approach to 
housing. Throughout the night, viewers can also 
track the stars from one of the eight viewing units 
constructed on-site.

In addition to music, games, and vendors, the SLV 
Dish cook-off on July 9 adds spice to the Frontier 

The Frontier Drive-Inn preview and SLV Dish 
contest is scheduled to run from 4 p.m. to midnight 

on Saturday, July 9 at the renovated drive-in 
movie theater a few miles south of Center.

Photo by Patrick Shea

Frontier Drive-Inn to host preview extravaganza

Please see FRONTIER on Page 4A

Photos by Patrick Shea

A group of nine Schumei HIKARI Taiko drummers enthralled the crowd on Independence Day in Crestone.

Locals gather for Independence 
Day celebrations around county
By PatriCk Shea

SAGUACHE COUNTY — People across 
Saguache County seem to agree it takes more 
than one day to celebrate Independence in the 
United States, judging by celebrations from Friday 
through Monday.

Please see GATHER on Page 4A

Independence Day revelers take to the streets 
of Center to dance and play on July 2, 2022.

Please see SHERIFF on Page 2A

Rio Grande 
County Sheriff 

McDonald 
resigns

By LyndSie FerreLL 

RIO GRANDE COUNTY— Just 
days after the Colorado primary, Rio 
Grande County Sheriff Don McDonald 
resigned from his position and an 
interim sheriff was put in place until 
newly-elected Anne Robinson begins 
her term on July 16. 

Robinson ran unopposed for Rio 
Grande County Sheriff as a Republican, 
receiving 1,745 votes on the June 28 
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Monday, June 27, 2022, Virginia 
Sue Giles Henderson passed into the 
arms of Jesus. 

She was born Nov. 20, 1931, in 
Wheeler, Texas, to Emmett Dewey 
(Tobe) Giles and Willie Lorene (Self) 
Giles.

On July 20, 1950, William M. “Bill” 
Henderson and Virginia “Sue” Giles 
were married in Borger, Texas. She 
was a member of the Church of Christ 
and was a proud homemaker. She was 
very involved with church activities.

She was also a member of the 
Kiwanis Club of South Fork, Colo., 
and belonged to the Philanthropic 
Educational Organization (P.E.O. 
Sisterhood).

Preceding her in death were her 
parents; her husband, William M. “Bill” 
Henderson (2019) and a brother, James 
Edward Giles.

Left behind to forever cherish her 
memory is her daughter, Carolyn Sue 
Henderson Bush and husband Harry 
of Boerne, Texas; two sons: Robert M. 

Carl Richard Ivey passed away May 
28, 2022, in Dallas, Texas. He was 
born in Louisiana in 1938 to Thomas 
W. Ivey and Beulah Kirkpatrick Ivey.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and siblings; sisters Vonnie 
and Bess, and brothers John D and 
Lee Roy Ivey.

He is survived by his wife of 62 
years, Barbara; and three daughters 
and their families; including four 
grandsons, three granddaughters, and 
one great-grandson.

He leaves a large and loving family 
of nieces, nephews, and dearest 
friends with whom he shared great 
joy in their growth and happiness.

Following school, Carl moved from 
Louisiana to work for his brothers in 
the wholesale lumber business, where 
over the years he expanded the retail 
business into three local branches. 
His daughter, Carla, later joined him, 
leading the business as he settled into 
semi-retirement in Florida and Colorado.

Carl enjoyed traveling, and was 
an excellent skier, loving the great 
powder of Colorado and teaching the 
family to ski. He also loved sailing 
and spent warmer months exploring 
the coastal Gulf waters of Florida.

Everywhere, he attracted a close 
circle of friends and served as an 

San Luis Valley native, Royce 
Rodney Reinhardt, 90, passed 
away on Feb. 7, 2022, in Grand 
Junction, Colo. He was born on 
Aug. 23, 1931, in Alamosa, Colo., to 
Elmer Reinhardt and Mabel (Goff) 
Reinhardt.

Royce grew up in the Bowen 
Community south of Monte Vista 
and graduated from Monte Vista 
High School in 1949. He enlisted in 
the United States Air Force in 1950 
and after basic training stateside, 
he spent three years at a couple of 
different bases in Germany.

Upon returning home from Germany, 
he married Jessie Marie Landes on June 
6, 1954, at Bowen Methodist Church 
near Monte Vista. After finishing his 
final few months of the Air Force near 
Reno, Nev., the couple returned to the 
San Luis Valley where Royce began 
farming in the Bowen Community, later 
moving to the Carmel District where 
they raised five children and farmed 
for over 40 years.

It was as a farmer that Royce found 
his true calling in life. For many 
years, he farmed with his brother, 
Roland Reinhardt. In high school, 
the two of them loaded potatoes by 
hand and were able to buy a new 
1950 Dodge flatbed truck, and later 
with money saved during their stints 
in the Air Force were able to start 
farming together. 

After their move to Carmel, they 
were among the first to adopt center 
pivot irrigation and to plant alfalfa 
using that system. Royce served 
many years on the Alamosa/La 
Jara Water Conservancy Board and 
during his tenure as president of the 
Terrace Irrigation Company Board 
was instrumental in building the 
concrete ditch system, overseeing 
the construction of 29 miles of ditch 
and headgates.

He received the Adolph Coors 
Environmental Award for water 
conservation in 1994 for his efforts 
with that project. Eventually Royce 
and Roland separated their farming 
operations, but Royce’s legacy 
carries on with both his sons, Ronald 
and Kent, and his grandson, Ryan, 

continuing to farm in the area.
Royce grew up across the road 

from Bowen Methodist Church and 
was a lifelong member. He served as 
treasurer for many years, and both he 
and Jessie were dedicated and active 
in countless roles, big and small at 
Bowen, for their entire life together.

Royce enjoyed any game with a 
ball…softball, bowling, volleyball, 
and especially golf, and he played on 
the men’s league at the Monte Vista 
Golf Course for many years.

The mountains surrounding the 
San Luis Valley were special to 
him; many a Sunday afternoon was 
spent running up to the hills for a 
hamburger fry on the campfire, and 
he loved both ice-fishing and fishing 
from his boat on St. Maria Reservoir.

Later years found him and Jessie 
traveling to spend winter weeks in 
Mazatlan, Mexico; they also enjoyed 
a trip to Europe together and a number 
of cruises, including a memorable one 
through the Panama Canal.

But it was as a husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather 
that Royce’s life has had such 
lasting impact. He had an affinity 
for children, and they for him. 
The grandkids, and later the great-
grandkids were drawn to his presence 
because he was fun, and he could 
turn just about anything into a game!

Royce is survived by his five 
children: Schonie (Willard) Nielsen, 
Rhonda (Mike) Entz, Ronald (Mary) 
Reinhardt, Sonya (Galen) Smith, 
and Kent (Vivian) Reinhardt; his 
grandchildren, Seth (Angie) Nielsen, 
Kristin Nielsen, Adam Nielsen, 
Brynna (Aaron) Jones, Vicki (Ryan) 

Johnson, Matt (Shea) Reinhardt, 
Marci (Jeff) Moore, Sarah (Kasey) 
Cox, Josh (Jessie) Smith, Chantal 
(Carl) Swanson, and Ryan Reinhardt; 
15 great-grandchildren; and numerous 
extended family members.

Royce was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, Jessie; his 
grandchildren, Brooke Nicole Entz 
and Kristopher Aaron Entz; and his 
brothers, Roland and Gary Reinhardt.

A graveside of ashes will be held 
on Saturday, July 16, 2022, at 10 a.m. 
at the Monte Vista Cemetery with a 
celebration of Royce’s life to follow 
at the Bowen Church at 11 a.m.

Contributions are suggested to 
Beaver Creek Youth Camp and or 
Bowen Church and may be made in 
care of the funeral home office. To 
express condolences, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care 
of the arrangements.

Royce Rodney ReinhardtCarl Richard Ivey

active volunteer. He was a Rotarian, 
engaged in diverse civic projects and 
served on the Chamber of Commerce 
in Colorado. He could easily be found 
mentoring young adults in grilling, 
sailing, cooking, carpentry and setting 
up free Thanksgiving dinners.

He was very much a family man 
who had a large heart for friendships, 
as well. He will be missed by so many 
in so many ways.

Memorials may be made to Genesis 
Women’s Shelter or a charity of 
choice.

Virginia Sue Giles Henderson

“Bobby” Henderson and wife Stephanie 
of Amarillo and James W. Henderson 
of Amarillo; six grandchildren: Jessica, 
Seth, Tara, Michael, Amy and Joshua 
and seven great-grandchildren: Noah, 
Jonah, Asa, Micah, Katie, Maddox 
and Harper.

Graveside services were held June 
30, 2022, at 2 p.m. at Highland Park 
Cemetery, Borger, Texas.

Services are entrusted to Brown 
Funeral Directors, Borger, Texas.

election. There was no Democratic 
candidate. 

Though the circumstances under 
which McDonald resigned remain 
unclear, Rio Grande County Sheriff’s 
Office Detective Heath Hart was named 
interim sheriff. 

According to sources within the 
department, Robinson will begin her 
term as the new Rio Grande County 
Sheriff on July 16. 

McDonald served four years as Rio 
Grande County Sheriff and served as 
South Fork Police Department Chief 
before his election in 2018. 

McDonald spent his term working on 
bringing technological services up to 
date throughout the Rio Grande County 
Jail. McDonald also saw that the roads 
throughout the county were covered by 
road deputies and aided in several high-
profile cases with neighboring agencies.  

SHERIFF Continued from Page 1A
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oPinion & editoriaL

Just this past week Ol’ Dutch has 
noticed a massive influx of summer 
visitors to his spot in the mountains. 
And with that comes every creed and 
color and age and shape of American 
and non-American that a person can 
imagine.

Drawn by the cooler temperatures 
and gorgeous scenery, people flock to 
the mountainous regions of the nation 
to escape the incessant summer heat 
found in parts of the Midwest and 
elsewhere.

And with that influx comes not a 
few younger people wearing thongs. 
Both the ones on their feet that have 
been most recently named flips and 
the ones on their behinds climbing 
higher than can be comfortable in 
their butt cracks.

Now while I can somewhat 
understand the neophytes wearing 
thong flips to an outdoor environment 
thinking it’s downtown Dallas, I am 
somewhat perplexed why exposed 
creeping undies is the fashion trend 
of choice. But it is.

It used to be that a person had to go 
to Walmart to see exposure to such 
things but now Ol’ Dutch is seeing it 
everywhere he goes.

Back in the day before people were 
offended by every word spoken, they 
used to call it “Indian shorts” when 
you suddenly found your underwear 
jammed up in the place where God 
split you.

That is because just like the Indians 
in the old westerns, they kept creeping 
up on you. Which resulted in another 
other phenomena known as “picking 
your seat” which was nothing like 
choosing where to sit at the local 
movie theater. Not at all.

Now while Ol’ Dutch has had his 
share of shortchanging shorts, just the 
other day he had a new experience 
never before encountered in his long, 
long life. Droopy drawers.

The day started out like any other as 
I reached into the drawer designated 
for finer lingerie. You know the one. 
It’s the dresser drawer that is so full 
of underwear that you cannot close it.

And this got me to thinking (a 
dangerous pursuit for Ol’ Dutch 
according to Miss Trixie), about why I 
need 100 pairs of boxers when I only 
get to wear the top five before wash 
day and so they get cycled over and 
over and over.

But anyways, there I was grabbing 
the now familiar Day Three of boxers 
and putting them on one leg at a time 
just like you normal folks out there. 
I know, right?

Hurrying along to get dressed so 
I could sit in the car and thereby be 
able to complain about waiting on 
Miss Trixie to get ready, I got my 
Levi’s on and away I went for the day.

Things seemed to go relatively well, 

Summer Globular 
Clusters and Other 

Interesting Sky 
Objects

The problem with viewing at 9:30 
p.m. this time of year is that the sky isn’t 
dark enough to see anything other than 
extremely bright objects. But that will 
improve dramatically next month. Once 
the full moon is coming up on July 13, 
it’ll become more difficult to observe the 
dimmer objects. The 1st quarter moon is 
on July 7, and the bright star Spica in the 
constellation Virgo the Maiden will be 
to the right of the moon.  

Scorpius is a fishhook shape 
constellation low in the southern sky just 
at the base of the Milky Way. Although 
Antares is the brightest star in Scorpius 
the Scorpion, Jupiter is 19 times brighter, 
so it will be easy to pick out. Except for 
Mercury, all the planets are visible now. 
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Neptune, Uranus, 
and Saturn are all visible early in July 

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Droopy drawers 
and Indian shorts

at least at the start as I was driving to 
our destination. But as I began to walk 
to and fro, a definite funny feeling 
began to come in my jeans. I could 
not understand what was going on 
but more and more I felt like I was 
auditioning for a spot in a commercial 
for Depends adult diapers.

A thickness had begun to develop 
lower and lower on my derriere and 
the farther I walked the worse it 
got. Having been taught not to pick 
my seat, nor my nose, in public I 
suffered with this strange feeling 
all day long.

Returning home, I finally was able 
to do a close order inspection of the 
bunchy feeling and discovered that 
my 25-year-old boxers had somehow 
lost their elasticity around the waist 
and now measured a whopping 66 
inches in circumference.

Of course, this allowed them to 
work their way down instead of the 
usual up and Ol’ Dutch was left with 
Droopy Drawers Syndrome.

I am waiting to take them back to 
the Big Box store from whence they 
came and see if they are warrantied 
against such shoddy workmanship. 
But in the meantime, I am using them 
for a rag around the camper as stains 
are probably a natural sight to those 
in the return department at the local 
store anyway.

But regardless of that outcome for 
Ol’ Dutch, visitors to the cooler and 
rocky climes of this great State might 
want to consider at least covering their 
feet with some hiking boots and using 
some warmer underwear instead of 
thongs and thongs.

And Ol’ Dutch will rotate up what 
used to be pair Number Six into 
weekly use status thereby alleviating 
drawer crowding. And people say I am 
not helpful around the house.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 
at TroutRepublic.

your night Sky
By darLene danko

as dawn approaches. So, you’ll have to 
look for them around 4:30 a.m. when 
the sky is still dark, and you won’t be 
able to see Uranus and Neptune without 
binoculars. Just look from the South to 
the East to find the planets.

The Delta Aquariid meteor shower 
is active from July 12 until Aug. 23. 
Although it peaks on the morning of 
the 28th, the new moon will help us to 
see it. But by the time the Perseids kick 
in and peak on Aug. 12, we’re going 
to have great meteor viewing. I’ll write 
about this next week.

Something else to start looking for 
is star and globular clusters. Globular 
clusters contain hundreds to millions 
of stars packed into a globe. They are 
among the oldest objects in our galaxy. 
Some contain stars that are 12 billion 
years old. It’s thought that there are 
about 150 globular clusters scattered 
around the Milky Way disk.

Open clusters are loose star clusters 
formed in vast nebulous clouds of 
dust and gas. They’re generally found 

within the disk and spiral arms of our 
galaxy. So, they often appear in the 
night sky.

Brighter ones are visible with the 
naked eye, but obviously you’ll see 
a lot more detail with binoculars or a 
telescope. One to look for now is M22 
which is in the Sagittarius constellation 
to the upper left of the Teapot. It’s one 
of the most beautiful ones to observe 
and should be easy to find. Just look 
for a fuzzy patch in the sky. On a clear 
dark night, it should look like a cluster 
of stars.

Another good one is M13 which is 
considered the best globular cluster in 
our sky. It’s in the constellation Hercules 
high overhead. It’ll be to the west of the 
Milky Way which is now visible from 
the South to the NE.  

LetterS PoLiCy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. They should 
be fewer than 300 words, unless arranged beforehand 
with the editor, and they are subject to editing for 
length and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the author and include 
a phone number and address where the author can 
be reached (these are not for publication). Letters 
forwarded from other organizations or sent to staff 
and not for print must be designated as such. Letters 
over 300 words and without contact information will 

be returned to the sender or discarded. 
We will accept one letter per person, per subject, per 

four issues. We reserve the right to reject letters for 
reasons we believe are appropriate. Please send letters 
to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley Publishing, PO Box 
607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com (Attention: Letter to the 
Editor). Deadline for letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to space 
constraints.
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Drive-Inn preview. Visitors will be 
able to tour the site.

The old snack bar now features 
complete cooking facilities and 
room for 25 people to sit down. A 
few RV camping spots accommodate 
overnight visits, along with 10 yurts 
and four heated huts.

Instead of parking a car, rolling 
down the window, and attaching 
a speaker, visitors will listen to 
powerful speakers designed for 
concerts. They can see the screen 
from any angle, but folks can plop 
down on the fresh stretch of grass to 
enjoy the movie.

Photo by Patrick Shea

New grass watered for SLV Dish at Frontier Drive-In

FRONTIER Continued from Page 1A

In Villa Grove, dozens of American 
flags now line Highway 285 to 
Center. Residents raised Old Glory 
in Saguache, La Garita, Center, and 
Crestone.

Running revelers started the day 
with the Poker Run in Center and a 5K 
run/walk in Crestone. Parades in both 
towns highlighted water, followed by 
more water fights, duck races, and 
other excuses to cool off.

Live entertainers drew audiences to 
the stage, vendors manned booths, and 
children had plenty of games to play. 
The Taiko drummers from the Shumei 
International Institute performed in 
Center on Saturday and Crestone on 
Monday.

In Center, people packed Casa 
Blanca Memorial Park following 
the water parade. In addition to more 
squirt-gun battles, children moved 
between multiple bouncy castles 
and an inflatable ring for nerf-saber 
competitions. Performers included DJ 
Sexy, Taiko drummers, Danny Duran, 
and Los Mitotitos.

During the qualifying round of the Soapbox Derby in Crestone on Independence Day, five contestants proved 
they could steer and stop their vehicles.

Photos by Patrick Shea

Master of Ceremonies Nick Nevares  announced performers and special 
events during the Independence Day celebration in Crestone.

Performers in Crestone provided 
variety from the stage. The Frank 
Meyer band, Blue Rooster, Taiko 
drummers, the Andy and Lara duo, 

and Ponder the Albatross filled the 
park with music between the duck 
race, soapbox derby qualifications, 
and final soapbox race.

GATHER Continued from Page 1A

By PatriCk Shea

SAGUACHE COUNTY — For 
2021 and 2022, the Saguache 
County Commissioners leveraged 
marijuana excise tax collections to 
give postsecondary scholarships 
to 27 county graduates — $2,500 
apiece. In addition to one home-
schooled student and another 
already taking classes at Western 
Colorado University, scholarship 
recipients graduated from Center, 
Mountain Valley, Sangre de Cristo, 
Moffat, and the Crestone Charter 
schools. 

Since cannabis became legal in 
Colorado, tax collections directed 
to the Colorado Department of 
Education (CDE) have trended up 
annually. At the end of the 2018–2019 
school year, marijuana revenue for 
CDE totaled $81.3 million. A year 
later, the contribution jumped to 
$136 million.

Paid directly to the institutions, the 
$2,500 scholarships from Saguache 
County could be applied to college 
tuition or trade school certification. 
Recipients were not restricted to 
Colorado for the next phase of their 
educational journey.

2021 Graduates
Ian A. Horn (Moffat High School)
Jazmynn Valadez-Gonzales (Center 

High School)
Melissa Rendon (Center High School)
Adrianna Vonallmen (Mountain 

Valley School)
Jazmin Duran (Center High School)
Jesus Miranda (Center High School)
Adrian Garcia (Center High School)
Rebecca Peregrino (Sangre de Cristo 

High School)
Jose Villagomez (Center High 

School)
Laura Morfitt (Western Colorado 

University)
Jessica Gore (Moffat High School)
Megan Larimore (Moffat High 

School)
2022 Graduates
Jaelin Padilla (Center High School)
Dane K. Winter (Moffat High School)
Logan Gardner (Moffat High School)
Christopher Wallace (Moffat High 

School)
Makayla Close (Moffat High School)
Kodiak Reigel (Moffat High School)
Tristan M. Martinez (Moffat High 

School)
Benjamin Sidel (Moffat High School)
Ashley Mortensen (Sangre de Cristo 

High School)
Deisy Estrada Majalca (Center High 

School)
Matayay Karuna (Crestone Charter 

School)
Hailey Collins (Mountain Valley 

School)
Haley Vanwallenghan (Home School)
Ayla Marie Tieder (Crestone Charter 

School)
Gavin Hunter Gross (Mountain Valley 

School)

Saguache County 
Commissioners 

award scholarships
StaFF rePort

ALAMOSA — This week, 
Governor Jared Polis announced the 
appointment of a Monte Vista’s Cydne 
“Michelle” Bradford to serve on the 
Colorado Food Systems Advisory 
Council, an area of deep, personal 
interest to the San Luis Valley where the 
primary economic driver is agriculture.

The role of the Colorado Food 
Systems Advisory Council is to advance 
recommendations that strengthen 
healthy food access for all Coloradans 
through Colorado agriculture and local 
food systems and economies. It is the 
state conduit for hearing, reviewing 
and advancing critical food systems 
issues in which state government does 

or could play a role.
Bradford’s appointment was 

occasioned by the passing of her 
predecessor, Tonatiuh Diaz, also 
appointed by the governor’s office to 
serve on the council.

Bradford’s term on the Colorado 
Food Systems Advisory Council is set 
to expire on Oct. 21, 2025.

Polis appoints Monte Vista resident to 
Colorado Food Systems Advisory Council

SuBmitted artiCLe

SOUTH FORK — On Sunday, 
July 24, at the Rio Grande Club and 
Resort in South Fork, Friends of 
Mineral County Emergency Services 
(FOMCES) will be holding its fourth 
annual golf tournament benefitting 
Mineral County’s Search and Rescue 
(SAR), Fire Department (FD) and 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
organizations.

The tournament is a scramble format 
with a shot gun start at 9 a.m. Check-in 
starts at 8 a.m.

$125 per player, four player teams, 
single players welcome as well. Carts 
and range balls are included as are 
“goodie bags.”

Hole-in-one prizes are also included, 
and there will be prizes for closest to the 
pin, longest drive for men and women, 
longest putt, and top team scores for first 

and second places, along with some 
extra drawings for additional prizes.

To register now, go to our website at 
www.FOMCES.com or contact Terry  
Peil at terry.peil01@gmail.com or 281-
389-0397, or Pat Bustamante at pat.
bustamante@usa.net or 808-306-2403.

FOMCES is a non-profit organization. 
Money raised is used to buy specialized 
equipment and training for each 
organization.

FOMCES Golf Tournament July 24
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By marie mCCoLm 

MONTE VISTA  — The El Pomar 
Foundation awarded 14 non-profits grants 
during a morning reception on Thursday, 
June 30, in Monte Vista. 

The Merit Grant Reception was held at Rain 
Brews in Monte Vista. The non-profits were 
from across the San Luis Valley.  

El Pomar Foundation Board Trustee Andrea 
Aragon thanked the groups for attending. 

“I want to thank everyone for coming 
out and taking the time to be here today,” 
Aragon said. “This year, the San Luis 
Valley Regional Council recognizes 14 
organizations for Merit Grants. We are 
excited, because this year, we have been 
able to really spread the dollars out into 
rural areas and areas of the state that 
did not get that much money before. 
Congratulations, you are all here because 
you are doing something really right. 
We are actually going to be giving you 
money today.” 

The El Pomar Foundation is a broad 
functioning financial institution that 
contributes $25 million annually to non-
profit and government organizations. 

Grant distribution through the foundation is 
made possible through a competitive process. 

Focus areas for the grants include 
education, arts and culture, civic and 
community, and health and human services. 
The grants can be used for general operating 
activities. 

Organizations that were eligible to apply are 
an active 501(c)(3) or government equivalent 
and must be in Colorado. 

Aragon gave additional information on how 
the El Pomar Foundation works through the 
San Luis Valley Regional Council. 

“All council members of El Pomar have 
a region they utilize for the grants,” Aragon 
said. “We would love to see more applicants 
from the San Luis Valley.” 

Aragon explained the grants are either 

Photo by Marie Mccolm 

The El Pomar Foundation hosted a Merit Grant Reception on Thursday, June 30, at Rain 
Brews in Monte Vista. Fourteen non-profits from across the San Luis Valley received grants. 

El Pomar Foundation awards 14 non-profits Merit Grants
$2,500 or $5,000. Each council member 
is given $5,000 and can give the money 
to one organization or split it between two 
organizations. 

“Each council member from the San Luis 
Regional Council gets the opportunity to 
give money that El Pomar allocates to them, 
to an organization that they feel is doing an 
outstanding job,” Aragon said.  

The following organizations received 
grants 

College Assistance Migrant Program at 
Adams State University

Migrant Education Program at Adams State 
University

Boys and Girls Club of the San Luis Valley
Care and Share Food Bank
Virginia Christensen Multi-Use Facility 

in Creede
Costilla County Library District
Creede Early Learning Center
Equal Representation of Media Advocacy 

Corporation
Ski Hi Complex
Northerners Senior Association Inc.
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare Society
San Luis Valley Areas Health Education 

Center Inc.
Tri-County Senior Citizens and Housing 

Inc.
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society
Alice Sanchez, representing the Costilla 

County Library District, was excited to 
receive a grant. 

“The kids are the reason I do what I do,” 
Sanchez said. “I have so many inherited kids 
that come in and ask me for help. I have one 
kid that I have really made a difference for, 
he told me I had completely changed his life. 
He wrote an essay about the library and about 
me. It was so touching. He said I wanted to 
quit but Mrs. Alice pushed me through. This 
grant helps and means a lot.” 

Kristeen Lopez with the Virginia 
Christensen Multi-Use Facility said the grant 

will go toward youth activities. 
“This is the REC center in Creede. We 

work with youth of all ages from infants 
through adults,” Lopez said. “We do after-
school programs and school programs for our 
school-aged children. We also have the gym 
facility for adults. The money we received 
today will be for youth activities, which will 
be our teen night stuff. We provide a safe 
place for teens to hang out, it’s drug-free 
and alcohol-free. We listen to music, play 
board games, and play dodgeball with the 
teens. This is my passion; kids really need 
this. This is a great preventative program to 
help kids make good decisions. This grant is 
really going to help our program.” 

Monte Vista City Manager GiGi Dennis 

said the El Pomar Foundation is an “awesome 
partner” with so many rural communities.  

“The benefits that they give to the San 
Luis Valley have just been wonderful,” 
Dennis said. 

Dennis accepted a grant on behalf of 
the Care and Share Food Bank. The Care 
and Share Food Bank is moving into 
the old Budweiser building in Alamosa. 
They distribute donated or low-cost food 
throughout Southern Colorado. 

“Again, a great partner to this fine program 
for Care and Share. We appreciate El Pomar 
and all they do,” Dennis said. 

For more information or to apply for a 
grant, visit www.elpomar.org/grant-making/
el-pomars-funds/.
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Everyone has a race to run. That 
just means we all have a life to live. 
The apostle Paul says in Hebrews 
12:1, “Therefore...let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that 
so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for 
us” (NIV).

Part of what that means is to 
keep going, even in the midst of the 
difficulties in life. Hard times happen 
to us all, but it’s how we handle them 
that matters most. And one day, when 
I’m standing before God, I want to be 
able to say, “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).  

Keep Moving. Much of life is just 
ordinary, everyday living; yet a lot 
of what happens comes in the form 
of difficult situations, from little 
annoyances to serious burdens. 

I once kept a record of the 
difficulties that happened to me over 
a period of time. They were things 
like a back injury, leaving some 
luggage on a plane, and a water leak 
in my humidifier. I hurt my arm doing 
stretches for my injured back, twisted 
my wrist, spilled a red drink on a white 
couch…and lost my pants at a spa! 
Some were small irritations; others 
were more serious.

But what I learned from this 
experience was simple: “Stuff” 
happens in life, but we don’t have to let 
what happens to keep us from fulfilling 
our purpose of serving God with our 
whole heart. It’s a waste of time getting 
upset over petty things. And at the very 
least, if you don’t know what to do in a 
situation, just do what you do know to 
do and keep moving forward.

One way to keep going when 
difficult times come is to get your 
mind off yourself and your concerns 

and help someone else. The truth is 
we are happier and more content when 
we’re helping others than when we’re 
focusing on ourselves.

Refuse to get stuck in an attitude 
of self-pity, selfishness or self-
centeredness. We all have problems, 
but our problems don’t have to have 
us! Our victory will come as we remain 
determined to just keep moving, doing 
what God puts in our heart to do.

Rest. One major part of running your 
race is learning to rest. Now, that may 
sound like an oxymoron, but here’s 
what I mean. Resting isn’t about doing 
nothing; it’s about being in a place of 
peace and complete trust in God. From 
a position of rest, we can do whatever 
we need to do because our faith is not 
in ourselves but in the One who gives 
us the strength and ability to do it.

God did the work of creation in six 
days, and on the seventh day, He rested 
from His work. Jesus died for our sins 
and then sat down at the right hand of 
God…a place of rest from His work.

In the Old Testament, maintaining a 
covenant relationship with God was all 
about work. The high priest went into 
the Holy Place to offer a sacrifice for 
the sins of the people. There was no 
place to sit in the Holy Place because 
he was there to work. But when Jesus 
came, His sacrifice paid it all and 
He sat down because His work was 
finished.

Learning to rest may be one of the 
most important things we ever do. A lot 
of times, people get stressed-out about 
their circumstances, but really it’s 
not the circumstances that cause their 
stress; it’s the way they handle them. 

Resting in God is like a vacation 
for your soul. In rest, you are not 
concerned with what others think of 
you or how everything is going to work 

Keys to Winning 
Your Race in Life

out as you fulfill God’s will for your 
life because your faith is in Christ. 
You can be steadfast in the midst of 
trials because you know that God is 
in control and He will see you through 
anything you face. When you work 
from a place of rest, you do what you 
need to do in peace, having complete 
faith in God’s grace to accomplish the 
task before you.

Run. Everyone has a race to run, a 
goal to accomplish, a life to live, and 
we all have to start somewhere. My 
encouragement to you is to start from 
a place of rest. Learn how to trust the 
Holy Spirit’s leading. He will guide 
you and help you when it’s time to 
sit…to stand…to walk…and to run 
your race to win!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
teaching resource Sit, Stand, Walk, 
Run. You can also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or 
visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 135 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and THE POWER OF THANK 
YOU (FaithWords). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.
org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Saguache County Sales Tax Grants now available

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners will be taking Grant Applications for 
Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, August 12, 2022.

To be eligible grant applications must be for either:  Emergency Services/Public Health 
and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects, or organizations; or Renewable Energy 
projects/Business Opportunities and Job Creation.

Grant applications are available on our website at saguachecounty.colorado.gov - use “sales 
tax grant applicationform5” or you can contact the Saguache County Administration office 
at 719-655-2231 to request a copy of the grant application.

No. 1641 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 7, 14, 21 and 28 and August 
4 2022.

the intersection of Gunnison and 
Saguache counties.

Long in the works, the Gunnison 
Public Lands Initiative includes a 
history of actions to protect public 
land around Gunnison County. In the 
middle of the pack among Colorado 
counties, Gunnison’s population is 
30th of 64. With a population of 6,730 
recorded in 2020, Saguache County 
ranks 45th.

The commissioners from Saguache 
listened to a series of presentations, 
asked questions, and provided 
feedback throughout the day. The 
discussion has roots in what biologists 
call “The Great Elk Escape.”

Years ago, a breakaway branch 
from a herd in the Gunnison Basin 
ventured over the Continental Divide 
and added the San Luis Valley to 
their range. Today, the two counties 
share an average of 5,000 elk who 
migrate through the proposed WCA 
during the year.

In Saguache County, 2,728 voters 
were registered for the primary 
election on June 28. This represents 
roughly half the number of elk who 
pass through the county every year 
— migration without representation.

According to the Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife Big Game Biologist for 
the region, Kevin Blecha, ungulates 
like elk and pronghorns provide 
“ecosystem services,” which includes 
everything from maintaining soil 
health to filling freezers for hunters.

In 2015, Blecha and his associates 
compared collar data and identified 
a “revolving door” in the region of 
North Pass and Cochetopa Pass. 
Different elk from the Gunnison 
Basin made appearances in the Trickle 
Mountain and Middle Creek areas a 
dozen miles west of Saguache.

Bound by Colorado Highways 50, 

SAWTOOTH Continued from Page 1A
114, and 149, the proposed Sawtooth 
WCA region currently accommodates 
migrating elk. Years ago, pronghorn 
followed the same path.

In what Blecha described as a 
“recolonization event,” a herd of 17 
pronghorn escaped a deadly Gunnison 
Basin winter in 1964 by heading over 
the Continental Divide to the Trickle 
Mountain area west of Saguache.

San Luis Valley pronghorn had 
been largely wiped out in the 
19th Century, but their population 
rebounded with the small group. 
Migration is a learned behavior that 
can take decades to develop.

Now, however,  residential 
development near the proposed WCA 
and increased foot and mountain bike 
traffic threatens safe passage during 
migration. Elk alter their routes as 
weather changes and they discover 
new obstacles. The current migration 
paths already crisscross Highway 114 
multiple times. Displaced animals 
might hit the road more.

While the number of grazing 
permits and elk migration tallies 
remains relatively even year after 
year, increased visits to the Sawtooth 
Mountain region are commensurate 
with growing wilderness visits across 
the state. Greater foot and mountain 
bike traffic puts pressure on wildlife 
and leaves gates open for ranchers 
to close.

Ac ros s  t he  Va l l ey,  Pa rk 
Superintendent Pam Rice attended the 
commissioner meeting to provide an 
update and agency plans for handling 
increased visits to the Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve.

C o n s i d e r i n g  s a f e t y  a n d 
environmental degradation from 
congestion, Rice noted how a record 
602,613 people visited the Dunes in 
2021. This represents a 122-percent 

increase from the 10-year average 
between 2004 and 2014. Ideas include 
adding bathrooms between the gate 
and the visitors center, rearranging 
parking lots, and adding parking 
without saturating traffic on the roads 
and trails.

Rice said they conducted surveys 
at the end of May and early June and 
are seeking more public input before 
implementing plans.

“We’re looking for a sweet spot 
without overdoing it,” Rice said.

While Commissioner Houck shares 
the Sawtooth WCA proposal with 
other agencies and organizations, 
Saguache County Commissioners 
have time to consider the plan.

Houck emphasized the difference 
between Wilderness Conservation 
Areas and Wilderness Areas. With 
WCA designation, according to the 
proposal, grazing and other current 
activities in the area will not be 
restricted. Visits from hikers and 
bikers, however, are as unrestricted 
as their desire to discover new places.

Lone Pronghorn Antelope buck follows the fences along Highway 114 
five miles west of Saguache.

Photo by Patrick Shea

In Ute, ‘Cochetopa’ means 
‘Gate of the Bison,’ a 
relatively low pass over 
the Continental Divide that 
migrating elk and pronghorn 
historically followed from 
the Gunnison Basin to the 
northern San Luis Valley.
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Friday Evening - 7 p.m.(Family Day)
Saturday - 7 p.m. • Sunday - 2 p.m.

Rodeo Announcer - Andy Seiler
Stace Smith, 

Multiple Years as PRCA Stock Contractor of the Year

World Class Rodeos

Rotary Chuck 
Wagon Dinner

Thursday, July 21st
5:30 p.m.

Parade
July 22 & 23

10 a.m.

Stampede 
Dances

July 21, 22 & 23 • 9 p.m.
$10 at the door

Monte Vista 
Band Booster 

Hamburger Fry
July 24

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Sunflower 
Bank parking garage

Christian Cowboys’ Service
Sunday, July 24th • 10 a.m. • Ski-Hi Park

Rodeo Ticket Information

.....................................................................Presale Door
Friday & Saturday, July 22nd & 23rd
Family Day(July 22 ONLY) ..........................$8 $8
Box Seats ....................................................$23 $25
Reserve Seating - Adult ..............................$22 $24
Reserve Seating - Child ..............................$15 $18
General Admission - Adult ..........................$20 $22
General Admission - Child ..........................$15 $15
Chute Seats Reserved .................................$23 $20
Country Western Dance ..............................$10 $10
Sunday, July 24th
Senior Citizen Day ......................................$12 $12
(General Admission - 65 & over)

Dwight Yoakam & Josh Abbott Band
Double Concert:

Rodeo Tickets Available At:

Concert Tickets:

719-852-2055

 General  Premium
 Admission Reserved Reserved
Pre-Sale $45 $55 $60
At Door $50  —

Friday & Saturday - 9 p.m.
Dances $10 at the Door

Youth Night
at Ski-Hi Stampede Dance

Saturday, July 23
First 100 Youth (under 21 years 
old) with paid admission will 

receive a FREE Commemorative 
Stampede T-Shirt!

Family Day at
 the Rodeo

Friday, July 22
7 p.m.

Local SLV Amateur Events
& Professional Slack

at 1 p.m.

Wright’s Amusements Carnival
Canned

Food Drive
Bring 2 cans of food items 
to the Carnival & you can 
buy an all-day carnival 

pass for $25

Wednesday, July 20

www.skihistampede.com
Stampede Ticket Office, 852-2055

Ski-Hi Stampede
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

July 21, 22, 23, & 24 , 2022

San Luis Valley100th
ANNUAL

Ski-Hi Park
Monte Vista

PINK SATURDAY

Thursday,
July 21

  7:30 p.m.
Ski-Hi Park

Help support the 

BULL 
FIGHTERS 
ONLY

NEW EVENT!
Pre-Stampede
Bull Fighters

Saturday, July 9
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StaFF rePort

COSTILLA COUNTY — A man with 
a warrant for murder out of Denver was 
apprehended Saturday night, July 2, by 
Costilla County Sheriff’s Office deputies.

At approximately 10 p.m. on July 2, 
Costilla County Sheriff’s Office deputies 
were dispatched to a suspicious vehicle call 
on County Road J.8.

An alert citizen reported a suspicious 
vehicle near a residence. A Costilla County 
deputy contacted the man in the suspicious 
car.

The deputy attempted to identify the man, 
but he gave the deputy several alias before 
he fled in the vehicle. A chase ensued with 
two deputies in pursuit.

The driver of the car stopped on County 
Rd L.7, exited the car and began running. 
Deputies quickly apprehended the man, 
and he was placed into custody.

The deputies learned the man was 
Richard Montoya, who had an active 
warrant out of Denver for homicide.

Montoya is currently being held at the 
Costilla County Jail.

Costilla County Deputies arrest man 
who had warrant for homicide

Richard Montoya

Courtesy photo

Conejos County Sheriff’s Department 
Patrol Deputy Brandon Stevens is 
awarded the Conejos County Life 
Saving Award. Deputy Stevens 
was commended for his lifesaving 
actions on May 27. Deputy Stevens 
responded to a call and appropriately 
administered Narcan to a man. After 
Deputy Stevens’ quick thinking and 
swift actions, the man was able to walk 
into the hospital after being ventilated 
on scene. This was the second time in 
two months that Deputy Stevens had 
shown critical thinking and courage 
in administering Narcan. 

Conejos deputy earns lifesaving awardDaniel Baker 
Joins RG 

BANK as COO
SuBmitted artiCLe

MONTE VISTA — RG BANK 
welcomed Daniel Baker to the bank 
team. Baker started his role as Chief 
Operating Officer on June 1.

Baker began his banking career 
in 2011 working as a contractor to 
Bank of America. Due to Baker’s 
job being remote it afforded him 
the ability to move to the San Luis 
Valley to be closer to his parents. 
The majority of Baker’s career has 
been in management and customer 
service, and although it has been 
eclectic it has given him a solid 
understanding of the term servant 
leadership and how to apply that 
to the needs of the customer.

“We are excited to have someone 
of Daniel Baker’s character and 
someone with his experience join 
RG BANK,” said RG BANK 
President, Shon Davis. “He will 
move RG BANK forward in areas 
of IT, systems, facilities and many 
other areas.”

Baker graduated from the 
University of Phoenix with his 
MBA in 2012. His focus was 
on Project Management and 
Information Security Systems. He 
currently volunteers with Scouts 
BSA, including as Scoutmaster 
for Troop 307 for 9 years before 
stepping back and becoming 
the Chartered Organization 
Representative for troops 1307 
and 307 as well as an Assistant 

Scoutmaster for Troop 307.
Baker, his wife Amber, and their 

two children started a small hobby 
farm in 2016 where he spends his 
free time. He enjoys working with 
his family on projects around the 
farm, attending camping trips with 
the Scout Troops, and wandering 
in the mountains.

RG BANK has its headquarters 
in Monte Vista, with branches in 
Alamosa and Pagosa Springs. Baker 
joins RG BANK’s management 
team of Shon Davis, President 
and CEO; Danielle Anderson, Sr. 
V.P. and Chief Financial Officer; 
and, Brent Logan, Chief Lending 
Officer.
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

NMLS #
1079848OUR HOME!

Alamosa • 719-589-2536

Member
FDIC

Equal 
Housing 
Lender

Alamosa • 719-589-2536
Monte Vista • 719-852-5933

Brent Logan,
Chief Lending Officer

• Purchase • Refinance 
• Home Improvement • Construction

YOUR HOME!HOME LOANS
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At the May 26 Conejos County Commissioner’s Special Board Meeting, Commissioner Mitchel Jarvies, 
Carlos Garcia and Joseph Baroz presented $1,000 scholarship to Cheyenne Caldon, Dailin Estrada and 
Haley Faucette, 2022 Sanford High School graduating Seniors. All three students’ post-secondary educa-
tion plans are to pursue degrees in the medical field. The Commissioners thanked the students for apply-
ing for the scholarship and commended each student for their involvement in activities at Sanford High 
School and their outstanding academic achievements and wished them well in their personal career goals. 

Conejos County award 
scholarships to Sanford grads

10th annual Rocky Mountain Estates 
Firehouse Art Show is July 9-10

SuBmitted artiCLe

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ESTATES 
— It’s time for the 10th annual Rocky 
Mountain Estates Community Fire-
house Art Show and Fundraiser. 
Refreshments, live music by Randy 
Brown, the work of world-class artists 
are part of the event.

The show will be held Saturday, July 
9, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, 
July 10, from 1 to 5 p.m. at Rocky 
Mountain Estates, located 27 miles 
west of Antonito and 29 miles east of 
Chama on Forest Service Road 250 
between Horca and Platoro.

Featuring the work of renowned 
artists from Rocky Mountain Estates 

and the surrounding area, the show will 
include new paintings and sculptures 
by Charles Ewing, Jim Gilmore, and 
Gwen McBride, as well as work by 
fiber artist Joyce Pardington, gourd 
artist Andi Wardlaw, fabric artist Nancy 
Wintz, and woodworker David French.

This year’s show also welcomes 
the return of celebrated silversmith 
Gene Christensen, specializing in 
handcrafted Southwest-style jewelry 
and one-of-a-kind designs.

Proceeds from the show will benefit 
the local volunteer fire department 
and firehouse which are so vital to 
this remote mountain community. 
As it can take up to an hour for local 

fire departments to reach the area, the 
community’s goal is to provide safety 
for residents and visitors until outside 
help can arrive. The volunteer fire de-
partment and firehouse are supported 
almost entirely through contributions 
from the community and fundraisers 
such as this. 

Directions: Take State Highway 17 
from either Antonito or Chama to the 
town of Horca, where event signs will 
be posted. From Horca, head north on 
Forest Service Road 250 for 7 miles. 
The firehouse is adjacent to Rocky 
Mountain Lodge, 7700 Fdr 250. For 
more information, contact Barbara 
Brown at 719-376-5359.

MONTE VISTA — Effective 
Monday, June 27, fire restrictions were 
removed for all lands managed by the 
Rio Grande National Forest.

“The early onset of the monsoon 
this year has provided significant 
relief from the dry conditions we 
were experiencing,” said Chad Lewis, 
Fire Management Officer for the Rio 
Grande National Forest. “Although 
conditions are improving, there may be 
isolated locations that haven’t received 
as much rain and could easily burn 

from careless mistakes.”
Lewis encourages visitors to 

practice these principles of outdoor 
fire safety:

• Clear all burnable material within 
three feet of campfire rings.

• Keep fires small and manageable.
• Never leave a fire unattended.
• Extinguish fires completely. If it’s 

too hot to touch, it’s too hot to leave.
Forest officials said fireworks are 

always illegal on federally managed 
lands.

Rio Grande National Forest seeks public input 
on proposed fee changes for campgrounds

SuBmitted artiCLe

MONTE VISTA — The Rio Grande 
National Forest (RGNF) is asking for 
public input on a proposed change to 
the existing fee structure for developed 
camping and cabin rentals. 

The overall proposal seeks to increase 
fees in existing fee campgrounds, 
initiate new fees for current non-fee 
campgrounds, extending reduced fees 
into the shoulder season for several 
campgrounds, and initiate a fee for two 
new rental cabins.

The campground and cabin fees would 

provide a sustainable source of revenue 
that would enable the RGNF to address 
day to day operations and deferred 
maintenance associated with these sites.

The public comment period on the 
proposal begins on June 15 and ends 
Nov. 1.

“Our developed recreation sites con-
tinue to provide excellent recreational 
opportunities for our rapidly expanding 
user base,” said Rio Grande National 
Forest Supervisor Dan Dallas. “The new 
fees and increases in existing fees will 
ensure long-term funding and a better 

path to sustaining these highly used 
recreational sites.”

Currently, 19 percent of the developed 
campgrounds on the RGNF do not charge 
a fee. If approved, fee changes would go 
into effect in the fall.

Advanced reservations for cabins will 
be available through www.recreation.
gov or by calling 1-877-444-6777. The 
reservation service charges an $8. fee 
for reservations.

The Forest Service is encouraging all 
interested citizens to visit the official Fee 
Change Proposal project page at www.

fs.usda.gov/goto/Rec Fee Changes and 
submit comments through Nov. 1.

Forest officials will review and con-
sider all public comments and use them 
to inform and adjust the final proposal 
for the campground fees. Once public 
involvement is complete, these new fees 
will be reviewed by the Rocky Mountain 
Regional Officials prior to a final decision 
and implementation.

For more information, visit the dedi-
cated Proposed Recreation Fee Increase 
web page at www.fs.usda.gov/goto/
recfeechanges.

Rio Grande National 
Forest lifts fire restrictions

StaFF rePort

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council announced the winners of 
its Mountain Shootout photography 
competition this week. They received 
34 entries.

“The Creede Arts Council would 
like to offer a sincere thanks to each 

of our photographers for participat-
ing in this year’s Mountain Shootout 
photography competition,” CAC 
stated. “Our judge this year, John 
Gary Brown, was thrilled with the 
submissions and we are all blown 
away by the talent represented in our 

Courtesy photo

Bob Seago’s photo June Snow and Phoenix Falls took first place in the 
Creede Arts Council’s Mountain Shootout photography competition.

CAC announces Mountain 
Shootout winners

Please see CAC on Page 2
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Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 7/31/2022.

artists’ work.”
Out of 34 entries, Brown selected a 

first place, a second place, and a third 
place winner as well as four honorable 
mention awards. 

The winners are as follows: 
• First Place: Bob Seago, June Snow 

and Phoenix Falls
• Second Place: John Lawley, Bad 

Manners
• Third Place: Dennis Schoenfelder, 

Stage Station
Honorable mention went to Ron 

Dessain, Crested Cara Cara; Mary 
Rice, Waterfall Rocky Mountain 
National Park; Michael Zyburra, 
Sunset at Beaver Creek; and Doug 
Ouren, Pintada Park Fly By.

“We are very excited to begin 
our public exhibition on June 24 
at the Creede Visitor Center and 
to offer the works listed for sale to 
the public,” CAC stated. “We will 
be hosting an opening reception 
on June 24 at 5 p.m. at the Creede 
Visitor Center.”

CAC Continued from Page 1

CPW seeks public help to solve bear poaching case near Creede

Recycle unused paint at drop-
off event in Creede on July 25

CREEDE — Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife is asking the public for help 
in identifying the person who 
illegally killed a black bear 
last fall at Mountain 
Views at Rivers Edge 
RV Resort south of 
Creede in Mineral 
County.

On Oct. 1, 2021, 
CPW wildlife of-
ficers responded to a 
call of a dead bear in 
the Rio Grande River at 
the Mountain Views at Rivers 
Edge RV Resort. Officers found a 
7- or 8-year-old sow in the river 
approximately 175 yards below the 
bridge at the RV park.

Officers determined the bear was 
shot, and they recovered a .22 caliber 
air rifle pellet from the chest cavity of 

the bear. The bear was shot as much 
as two days before it was found. CPW 

has actively investigated the in-
cident since its discovery.

“Willful destruction 
of a big-game animal 
is a felony in Colo-
rado and can result 
in a lifetime suspen-
sion of hunting and 
fishing privileges,” 

said Brent Woodward, 
CPW’s wildlife man-

ager in the Creede District. 
“Convictions could result in fines 

ranging from $750 to $3,000 and jail 
time, depending on the charge.”

CPW is asking the public for any 
information regarding the parties 
responsible for the killing of this 
black bear. Woodward can be reached 
at 719-850-6366 or at brent.wood-

ward@state.co.us.
To provide information anony-

mously, the public can contact 
Operation Game Thief by phone at 
877-265-6648 or by email at game.

thief@state.co.us. 
Operation Game Thief is a Colo-

rado Parks and Wildlife program that 
pays rewards to citizens who turn 
in poachers. A citizens committee 

administers reward funds in many 
poaching cases, which is maintained 
by private contributions. The board 
may approve rewards of up to $1,000 
for flagrant cases.

SuBmitted artiCLe

CREEDE — A free and conve-
nient one-day paint drop-off event 
offered by PaintCare is set for July 
25 for Mineral County. Households 
and businesses can safely and easily 
drop off unused paint for recycling 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Mineral 
County Landfill on Dump Ground 
Road in Creede.

Households may bring any amount 
of paint, stain, and or varnish. Limits 
may apply to businesses. The event 
will be held rain or shine. 

PaintCare will accept unwanted 
house paint and primers (latex or 
oil-based); stains; deck and concrete 
sealers; and clear finishes (varnish 
and shellac). Paint must be in sealed, 
original containers with the original 
manufacturer’s label. 

PaintCare cannot accept Leaking, 
unlabeled, or empty containers; aero-
sol spray paints; drums or containers 
larger than five gallons; hazardous 
waste or other chemicals, such as paint 
thinner, solvents, motor oil, spackle, 
glue, adhesive, roofing tar, pesticides, 
or cleaning chemicals.

In addition, paint in good condition 
will be made available to the public 
for free at this event.

Through this one-day event, Paint-
Care and Mineral County are provid-
ing the community with a convenient 
way to recycle paint. Year-round 
PaintCare drop-off sites are available 
across the state and are located at 
participating hardware stores, paint 
stores and recycling centers. For more 
information, visit www.paintcare.org/
states/colorado/.

To register visit, https://paint-
creede.eventbrite.com.

It is open to all Colorado house-
holds and businesses. 

To use the PaintCare program 
for oil-based paint, a business must 
qualify as an exempt generator under 
federal and any similar state haz-
ardous waste generator rules. Visit 
www.paintcare.org/VSQG, for more 
information on exempt generator 
rules. If a business does not qualify 
as an exempt generator, it will not be 
able to use the program for oil-based 
paint, but it can still use the program 
for latex products. 

Participants are requested to fol-
low the current recommendations 
and requirements of the CDC, local, 
and state health officials to protect 
themselves and others from the spread 
of COVID-19.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Buffet is Back!
Thursday & Friday

“Everything we 
ordered was 

great.”
~ Andrea  S., Google Reviews

SuBmitted artiCLe

SOUTH FORK — On Sunday, July 
24, at the Rio Grande Club and Resort 
in South Fork, Friends of Mineral 
County Emergency Services (FOM-
CES) will be holding its fourth annual 
golf tournament benefitting Mineral 
County’s Search and Rescue (SAR), 
Fire Department (FD) and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) organizations.

The tournament is a scramble 
format with a shot gun start at 9 a.m. 
Check-in starts at 8 a.m.

$125 per player, four player teams, 
single players welcome as well. Carts 
and range balls are included as are 
“goodie bags.”

Hole-in-one prizes are also in-
cluded, and there will be prizes for 
closest to the pin, longest drive for 
men and women, longest putt, and 
top team scores for first and second 
places, along with some extra draw-
ings for additional prizes.

To register now, go to our website 
at www.FOMCES.com or contact 
Terry  Peil at terry.peil01@gmail.
com or 281-389-0397, or Pat Busta-
mante at pat.bustamante@usa.net or 
808-306-2403.

FOMCES is a non-profit organi-
zation. Money raised is used to buy 
specialized equipment and training 
for each organization.

FOMCES Golf Tournament July 24

SuBmitted artiCLe 

DEL NORTE — Hi, community 
members! We hope your June was 
amazing. 

We have had about 100 kids a day, 
give or take the past two weeks. No 
wonder our days go by so fast!

Last week some of the highlights 
for the K-5 kids included decorat-
ing cupcakes with Madison from 
the SLV 4-H program, learning new 
dance moves during a Zumba lesson 
with Veronica Climie, searching for 
treasure at the Rio Grande Museum, 
plus plenty of time playing outside!

The Junior Staffers have begun 
their on-the-job training at various 
local businesses. A big thank you 
to all of the businesses participating 
this summer! Sharing your time and 
knowledge with the kiddos is greatly 
appreciated.

As part of the program, we bring 
in various speakers to present to the 
older kids. Recently Bob Richards 
from 96.5 The Fox radio in Monte 
Vista paid a visit to HVCC and gave 

Courtesy photos

High Valley Community Center 
students are enjoying a summer 
full of fun activities, community 
service and field trips all over the 
San Luis Valley. 

HVCC summer program filled with adventure
some pointers on public speaking. 
Thank you, Bob for sharing your 
years of experience with the kids 
and helping them hone their public 
speaking skills.

Field trips have been a big hit this 
summer! The Sand Dunes Recreation 
Swimming Pool in Hooper was gra-
cious enough to host us last minute 
when the weekend rain made the 
San Juan too high to tube. This week 

we will be taking it easy with some 
bowling and a movie!

We have had great success bring-
ing our Encore art program to the 
Casas De Rio Grande Apartments 
on Tuesdays. From 10:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m. Encore members participate in 
an art project or stop by to socialize. 
Members are also welcomed to join us 
for lunch Thursdays at noon at HVCC.

A friendly reminder that we will 

be closed July 5-7. We will resume 
program on Tuesday, July 12.

We hope you all have a great up-
coming week!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

eStimated CroP Water uSe

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
658-2848

121 N. Main
Creede

Open Daily
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The Holy Moses

New shipment 
of wind spinners 

just arrived, many 
have led lights 

for that special affect!

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Saguache County Land Use 
Department is accepting applica-
tions for a fulltime second Code 
Enforcement Officer. Salary to be 
determined on experience starting 
at $35,000/year. Applicants must 
have a valid Colorado Driver’s 
License, must pass a criminal 
background check as well as a 
pre-employment drug test. The 
employment application and job 
description can be found on www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov, 
picked up at the Saguache County 
Administration Office, 505 3rd 
Street, Saguache, CO or can be 
emailed to you, please contact 
April Quintana at 719-655-2231. 
Applications will be accepted until 
filled. Saguache County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. (7/27)

The Crestone Charter School 
has immediate openings for Of-
fice Manager, Business Manager, 
Custodian, and SY22/23 open-
ings for class aides, and non-CDL 
driver. Please explore crestone-
charter-school.org/employment 

to work at an awesome NE SLV 
school. Wages: $15-19/hr and sal-
ary starting at $35K with generous 
benefits, flexible hours, great envi-
ronment, and growth opportunities. 
Explore your future with us! (7/27)

Valley Lumber is hiring a sea-
sonal possible full time driver/
yard associate. Salary based on 
experience. Duties include deliv-
eries, loading/unloading trucks, 
helping customers, and providing 
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Valley Wide Classifieds
inventory support. Lumber yard 
experience a plus. The ability to 
work occasional Saturdays is nec-
essary. Please apply in person at 
Valley Lumber 0981 North Hwy 
285, Monte Vista or call 719-852-
2481. (7/13)

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Help Wanted-Creede School Dis-
trict Employment Opportunities 
K-12 ESS Teacher K-12 Interven-
tion Services Teacher To apply 
visit Creedek12.net  or call 719 658 
2220 for more information.(7/13)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
pump technician! This includes, 
but is not limited to, pulling & 
resetting water well pumps, shop 
time, cleaning & maintenance. 
Valid driver license and drug free 
are non-negotiable requirements. 
No experience required. Call 
719/852-2662 for more info, prefer 
drop-off of resumes in person at 
5492 US Hwy 160 E, east of Monte 
Vista.(7/27) 

OFFICE MANAGER: Moun-
tain King Potato has a full-
time permanent Office Man-
ager position available for fast-
paced office. We are looking 
for a dependable, highly orga-
nized person. Must have excellent 
communication skills and can 
multi-task. Candidate should 
have an accounting background 

with current experience in AR 
and AP. A working knowledge 
of Excel & MS Word. Bene-
f i t s  inc lude  pa id  vacat ion , 
insurance and 401(K). Wages will 
be based on experience. E-Mail 
resumes and questions tomtnk-
ingResumes@mtnking.com (7/13)

Del Norte Jr/Sr High School 
is looking for an energetic and 
experienced candidate to serve 
as a Secondary / High School 
Science Teacher. Classes would 
include Biology, Chemistry, In-
tegrated Science, and  Anatomy.  
Applicants must have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and possess or be 
able to obtain a Colorado Teaching 
License with a secondary Science 
endorsement. Please submit your 
application, resume, and cover 
letter to: Aaron Horrocks, URGSD 
Superintendent at ahorrocks@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mr. Horrocks 
at 719-657-4040. Applications 
can be picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.urtigers.
co (7/13)

The Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for Full-Time and/or Part-Time 
Dispatcher’s. Applicants must 
be 21 years old and have a 
high school education or GED. 
Applicants must be proficient in 
computers, be able to multi-task, 
a problem solver. Applications 
must pass a criminal background 
check as well as a drug test. Medi-
cal, dental, vision benefits and 
401-k options are available for 
Full-Time employees. Starting pay 
is $15.05. Applications may be 
picked up at the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office located at 530 5th 
St., Saguache, CO or by calling 
719-655-2544. The Saguache 

County Sheriff’s Office is an equal 
opportunity employer. Positions 
are open until filled. (7/6)
Are you the type of person that 
writes down your receipts in a 
check register and then at the 
end of the month compares your 
bank statement to it? Do your 
co-workers marvel at the way you 
can multitask with a smile? How 
would you like to use your skills 
to benefit the community you live 
in? Come work for us! The Ala-
mosa County Treasurer’s Office 
is seeking an Accounting Tech 
II and Public Trustee Specialist 
to join our team. This position 
helps not only out Treasurer’s 
Office run effortlessly but other 
county offices as well. Full time, 
full benefits. $15.00 - $16.00/hour 
DOE. Applications may be picked 
up at Alamosa County Human 
Resource Office located at 8900-
A Independence Way or obtained 
online at www.alamosacounty.
org. Inquiries may be directed to 
humanresources@alamosacounty.
org (7/6)

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 
and vaccinate 

to prevent 
the spread of 

disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

Small/
Pocket Pet $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

Cats $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needed

0 - 25 lbs. $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

For the Conejos and 

Costilla areas. Writing and 

photography experience 

necessary. Send resume, 

writing and photography 

samples to Valley 

Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 

81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin 719-398-3185

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

Valley Wide Classifieds
10 Apartments

2-Bed 1-bath Duplex w/garage, 
w/D included 800/Month, 800/
Deposit. Water, sewer, trash in-
cluded. 303-589-5455. (6-25-22)

17 Real Estate For Sale
2-bedroom, 4 car Garage in Cen-
ter, CO. 1-bedroom apt next to 
house on 4 lots 175,000 OBO Call 
719-217-7886. (7/20) 

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good 
grass, easy access, power and ready 
to build on. Priced $109,000.  Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty Inc 719-873-1700. (6/29)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 
GPM well water, 25 Shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of 
good water rights out of Carnero 
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral 
calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. (6/29)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (6/25) TFN  

24 Garage Sales
CREEDE July 9th at 9:00 AM 30 
Rogers Drive off Middle Creek 
Road Follow the Signs. (7/6)

36 Miscellaneous 
Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719)852-0500 (7/27)

STEEL STORAGE CON-
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 
8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Storage 
Solution! 719-850-0346 (7/27)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 

719-852-3531
Call Today!

You’ll find yourself 
with money in your 
pocket and room in 

your garage when you 
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles 
Classifieds. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)
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Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This long time restaurant 
and laundry mat are a 
wonderful investment op-
portunity! You can either 
operate the business yourself, 
or invest and lease it out. Lo-
cated in the heart of Monte 
Vista, just off highway 160; 
the property comes with the 
land, building, and equip-
ment. Turn key and ready to 
go! Inquire within! $279,000 
MLS#791564

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$359,000 MLS#793404

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Just under 173 Acres with Stunning 
Views of the Sangre De Cristo Range 
and the San Luis Valley. Property is 
made up of 5 contiguous platted lots with 
BLM on north and east sides. Access is 
platted road to center of all lots. Some ar-
eas are heavily treed, with rock out-crop-
pings and pasture. Zoned Agricultural 
Ranching. No HOA, No Covenants. De-
sirable hunting in Unit 80. Secluded and 
quiet but just 20 minutes from town. Rare 
Find! PRICE REDUCED! $475,000 
MLS#793574

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home! 3 bed-
rooms,1 bathroom, and 
attached garage. Situated on 
.23 acres of established yard 
with trees & bushes. Fenced 
and in a great location to the 
new Ski Hi Park & Health 
Club. Call today! $207,000 
MLS#793935

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Wonderful Opportunity to own a Beautiful, Brand New, Custom, 
Built home. This 3 Bedroom/2 Bath home will include a master bed-
room/bathroom, 2 Car attached garage, Front/Rear Porch, Laundry 
Room, 2 Storage rooms, with the kitchen and dining area with an open 
floor plan. The Exterior will be built with Sturdy 2 by 6 framed ex-
terior construction, Premium Stucco Finish, Energy efficient double 
hung, double pain Milgard Vinyl tan windows, Fiberglass insulated 
exterior doors, Well insulated with R-49 Ceilings and R21 Walls, Ex-
terior light Fixtures, Underground Utilities, 30 Year Asphalt Shingles, 
Colored Stamped concrete porches, Gutters and sown spouts, Coco 
brown metal fascia and soffits. The interior will have Radiant floor 
heat system in the house and garage, Large capacity , energy efficient 
50-gallon water heater, Builder’s choice Solid wood interior doors, 
Knockdown drywall finish throughout with bullnose corners, High end Italian plank flooring, 200 
amp electrical service, Granite Kitchen and bath counter tops, and Beatle Kill pine wood trims. Inquire 
within for more more details on the Beautiful Custom home. $450,000 MLS#794187

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
single level home is located in 
town of Monte Vista, close to 
the Park and other amenities. 
The home is towards the back of 
the lot giving it great privacy and 
a nice sized front yard. It has a 
large living room with fireplace 
making it very cozy. It has an 
open concept from Kitchen to the 
living room, New flooring and 
other upgrades. Inquire today. 
$430,000 MLS#794510

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Looking for land to build your 
new home or to just enjoy the 
outdoors? Take a look at this 80 
acres in a quiet setting not far from 
Del Norte or South Fork. Beauti-
ful valley views! Electric is near 
by if needed. Legal description for 
the 80 acres is N1/2 SE1/4 section 
17, township 40 North Range 5 
East N.M.P.M. The owner pur-
chased 120 acres and is selling 80 

acres north of the 40 acres that he will be keeping. $150,000 MLS#794691

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

Valley Wide Classifieds
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. 
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $9 
No rain and covered--local Call: 
719-480-2089 (7/13)

48 Pets and Supplies
Mini Aussies! Born 5/14/22. 
Ready week of 7/19/22. Blue 
Merle’s, black tri’s and one brown 
tri. Parents registered.  Call Mary 
for more info 720-234-5796. (7/6)

PUPPIES!!! Mini Auggie Pups…
(MiniAussie/Corgi Cross) Super 
cute! Fully vaccinated and checked 
by vet. Only a few left, come pick 
yours today! Pictures avaialbel 
upon request. $400 719-480-0810. 

OODLES OF POODLES!!! 
GOLDENOODLES AND NEW-
FIEPOOS… Poodle Mix pups 
make great hepoallergenic pets! 
UTD on all shots. Pictures available 
$500.00 call 719-515-9141 (7/6)

LOOKING FOR A FURRY 
FRIEND??? Golden Retrievers 
make awsome, friendly pets… Up 
to date on all shots and vaccina-
tions. Senior discounts available 
to htose who are 60 years of age or 
older. Call to reserve yours today!!! 
$650.00 719-588-3687. (7/6)

FOR SALE!!! 8 Month Old 
Norweigian Elkhound Male. 
Friendly! UTD on shots. $175.00 

719-852-0765. (7/6)

50 Livestock
For Sale Pullets Several Breads 
All are outside, 4 months old 719-
588-0363. (7/6)

64 Autos for Sale
Two Cars — 2008 Prius 127,392 
miles, summer-winter tires and 
wheels $9000; 2003 Saturn Ion 
4-Door, 71,000 miles, $1,700. Call 
719-298-8512 or 719-766-1014 

65 Professional 

Services
FIRE MITIGATION-Brush 
Mowing around homesteads and 
out buildings. Center, LaGarita 

Area. Call (715)699-3703 (7/27)

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(7/27) TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. 11/01 TFN

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free 
Estimates 719-496-7630. (6/29)
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Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 
- Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 108175 to 25678 for more info

TBD Shoshone 
Trail

10 acres of 
commercial 
land. EASY 
BUILD! 4 

miles East of 
South Fork. 

MLS#783371
$200,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

27000 US 
Hwy 160

28 acres on the 
Rio Grande 
with water 
well, 1-acre 
pond and 
1/2 mile of 
riverfront. 

MLS#785117
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134128 to 25678 for more info

20 E. River-
side Ct.

.8 acre lot 
near the 

Rio Grande. 
River Greens - 
borders open 
space pond. 

MLS#786879
$89,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 139766 to 25678 for more info

577 Aspen Circle
On top of the 

world in Willow 
Park. 8.62 

acres in Gated 
community, 

Incredible views! 
MLS#787139

$127,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134132 to 25678 for more info

5365 County Road 
15, South Fork

6 Bedroom 3 Bath 
RIVER HOME on 
9.5 acres. Fenced 
and cross-fenced 
for horses. Private 

little beach and 
island. VRBO OK. 

MLS#791124  
$887,000 

Owners Motivated!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

181 Navajo Road
3 Bedroom 

2 Bath home 
with 900 sq 
ft sunroom. 

Spacious and 
modern, 1 car 

attached garage. 
1/2 acre close to 

town, VRBO OK. 
MLS#793276    

$450,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 107876 to 25678 for more info

23 Fairway 
Drive

.28 acre lot 
- 100 yards 

to RGC Club-
house. On the 
10th fairway. 

Upscale 
Community. 
MLS#794077

$59,000

Steffens & Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 • South Fork
dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH 

FORK NATIVE with a love for the 

upper end of the San Luis Valley.

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

3D Virtual Tours Prompt, Easy Communication

Text for Info technology Video Walkthroughs

TEXT FOR INFO INSTRUCTIONS

 “Text xxxxx to 25678.” TRY IT.  Open a new text message!

To: 25678        Message:  134132

(each property has a unique number)

Use your phone 
camera to scan!

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531
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