
Volume 121, Number 28 75¢

Shorts

Thursday, July 14, 2022

Please see CENTER on Page 6A

www.TrueLocalBank.com

719-657-4558
705 Grand Ave.

Del Norte

719-658-0126
117 N. Main St.

CreedeDel Norte Bank’s Mobile Deposit Capture

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista Farmers Market will be open 
every Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
through Sept. 16.

The MV Farmers Market will be 
in the parking lot at First Avenue 
and Jefferson Street in Monte 
Vista, across from the Monte Vista 
Chamber of Commerce.

ALMA Sunday’s at 
Six continues with 

Rifters
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

Live Music Association’s Sundays 
at Six continues at 6 p.m. on July 
17 with local favorite, The Rifters, 
at Cole Park in Alamosa. A food 
drive to benefit the Alamosa Food 
Pantry is also part of the event. The 
MOKI food truck will be on site. 
Visit www.almaonline.org, for the 
complete summer lineup.

Emmanuel Chapel 
VBS is July 11-15
SOUTH FORK — Emmanuel 

Chapel in South Fork is having 
vacation Bible school from 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. July 11-15 for ages 3 to 13. 
For more information or to pre-
register, call 719-850-2634.

MV Farmers 
Market opens
for the season

CENTER — Starting at 7 
p.m. on July 21 at the Center 
United Methodist Church, singer-
songwriter ventriloquist Brent 
Vernon will perform live with 
his sidekick Sam. Admission is 
free of charge and appropriate 
for families.

Vernon combines stories and 
songs while bantering with Sam 
at the church, 387 S. Broadway in 
Center. For details, call 719-754-
2243. Visit www.brentvernon.
com, for more information about 
Vernon’s live performances and 
illustrated literature.

Center United 
Methodist church 

to host singer-
songwriter Brent 

Vernon

By Patrick Shea

SAGUACHE — The Saguache Arts Walk and Hollyhock 
Festival will take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on July 30. For 
more than a decade, the Arts Walk and Hollyhock Festival drew 

Photo by Patrick Shea

‘Fairy Houses’ hidden around town are one of many attractions traditionally marked 
on the 2022 Saguache Arts Walk and Hollyhock Festival map.

Arts Walk and Hollyhock Festival set
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By Patrick Shea

CENTER — Working in Center for 
10 of his 13 years in law enforcement, 
veteran Center Police Department 
Sgt. Aaron Fresquez stepped into the 
role of interim police chief of CPD 
when former chief Dale Meek moved 
to Alaska.

“My plan is to continue on the same 
path he left us with,” Fresquez said. 
“We had a meeting yesterday, and 
everyone is on board. We’re a seven-
man department right now.”

To fill his spot, Fresquez appointed 
Cpl. Joseph Roybal to the interim 
sergeant position. Another officer, 

Kendra Adolph, came to the department 
from her job at the Saguache County 
Jail. Adolph is currently learning law 
enforcement skills at the Flatrock 
training facility in Commerce City.

Closer to home, the Chief’s twin 
brother, Adam, and sister, A.J., are 
also on the force, a trio with roots in a 
strong law enforcement family. Their 
father, Robert Fresquez, was the Chief 
of Police in Del Norte for 33 years.

“I used to do ride-alongs with my 
dad and his guys for a really long time 
when I was old enough, and so did 
my brother Adam,” Fresquez recalled.

Along with adding more officers to 

match growth in Center, the K9 Unit 
continues to expand. Long before 
former Chief Meek arrived in 2019, 
Fresquez described an attempt in 
2014 to start training and hiring police 
dogs. It didn’t work out. When Meek 
started, he wondered where the canine 
officers were.

“He said, ‘let’s work on that. Figure 
out what we need to do.’ We knew that 
funding would be an issue,” Fresquez 
recalled. “So, I did a lot of legwork 
asking local businesses for donations. I 
ended up raising $58,000. That started 
the unit.”

Veteran sergeant fills Interim Chief of Police role

Please see CHIEF on Page 2A

SLV Dish Cook Off spices up 
Frontier Drive-Inn public preview 

Photos by Patrick Shea

Winning a truly 
g r a n d  G r a n d 
Prize for her chili, 
Erica Enriquez 
won $1,000 at the 
SLV Dish Cook 
Off during the 
Frontier Drive-Inn 
public preview on 
July 9.

By Patrick Shea

CENTER — The SLV Dish 
Cook Off celebration during 
the Frontier Drive-Inn public 
preview on July 9 added spice to 
the free event. Hundreds came 
to tour the renovated facility, 
sample competitive chili, patronize 
vendors, and settle in at sunset to 
watch “The Wizard of Oz.”

Built in 1955, the Frontier Drive-
in reopened with a new focus. Now 
it’s the Frontier Drive-Inn with an 
extra “n” to focus on “hospitality 
and art with an outdoor theater and 
projected sound.”

Instead of parking in rows and 
hanging speakers on car windows 
or tuning car radios to the right 
frequency, spectators today sit in 
the grassy viewing area and hear the 
movie from concert-style speakers.

As the added “n” implies, guests 
can stay overnight. Plans to add 
RV campsite hookups will increase 
accommodation from rooms in 
four Quonset huts and 10 yurts. 
The preview on July 9 was open to 
the public free of charge, but most 

Please see PREVIEW on Page 4A

Center 
approves 

interim police 
chief, audit 

results
By Patrick Shea

CENTER — The Center trustees 
approved appointing veteran Sgt. 
Aaron Fresquez to the interim police 
chief position of the Center Police 
Department at the Town Board 
meeting on July 12.

The meeting started 45 minutes later 
than scheduled because the trustees 
devoted extra time with auditors to 
scrutinize the town’s finances.

The budget for mending roads, for 
example, calculated costs in 2021 
before hyperinflation and supply chain 
issues drastically changed calculations 
worldwide. Barely into the second half 
of the year, they’re already $130,000 
over budget. So, the board approved 
the audit results and agreed to prioritize 
projects for completion before the 
fiscal year concludes.

Town Manager Brian Lujan provided 
updates for grant-funded activities. 
Working with Saguache, Del Norte, 
and La Jara, Lujan is spearheading the 
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Are you bugged by a guilty 
conscience, carrying around baggage 
from a certain mistake or decision that 
produces feelings of regret or even self-
loathing? 

We’ve all said or done things that we 
wish we could take back. And while it’s 
completely natural to grieve over a bad 
decision or mistake you have made, it is 
not God’s plan for you to live with guilt 
and condemnation. Jesus came to set 
you free from that kind of life (see John 
3:16-17; Romans 8:1).

As believers in Christ, God forgives 
our sins completely. Psalm 103:12 says, 
“As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has he removed our transgressions 
from us” (NIV). 

That’s how amazing God’s love is! 
And when you trust His promise of 
forgiveness, any burden of guilt that you 
have will be lifted from your shoulders. 

Breaking the Habit of Guilt
I had a terrible problem with guilt 

for many years. I grew up in an angry, 
unstable, abusive atmosphere, which 
caused me to become a negative, angry, 
judgmental adult. As a result, I didn’t 
like myself or anybody else for that 
matter, and I often behaved in ways 
that I regretted later, especially in my 
relationships. 

Through the years, guilt became so 
ingrained in me that I just didn’t feel 
right if I didn’t feel wrong. And I carried 
those negative feelings with me right 
into the early years of my ministry. 
For example, whenever I went to God 
in prayer, I would automatically focus 
on two things—my problems and my 
mistakes. 

I’ll never forget the morning God 
spoke to my heart and said, “Joyce, are 
you going to spend time with Me today 
or are you going to keep focusing on 
your sins?” At that moment, I realized 
God wasn’t mad at me; He loved me. 
And He was encouraging me to drop the 
dead weight of my guilt. 

God Does Not Expect Perfection 
Many people struggle with guilt 

because they think God expects more of 
them than what they can deliver. Some 
people even think He expects perfection, 
but that couldn’t be further from the 
truth.

God’s Word says in Romans 3:23, 
“All have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” The Bible also says that 
“where sin increased, grace increased 
all the more” (Romans 5:20). This verse 
isn’t saying you should live a sloppy life 
and sin as much as you want; it means 
when you fall short of perfection in any 
area of your life, you will always have 
another chance to get back up, brush 
yourself off and try again with God’s 
help. 

What Does God Expect from Us?
The apostle Paul explains what God 

requires of us in Philippians 3:12-14, 
which says,  “Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already arrived 
at my goal, but I press on to take hold 
of that for which Christ Jesus took hold 
of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what 
is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

God simply expects us to grow, and 
we can’t do that if we’re stuck in guilt. 
In Christ, we can forget about what 
lies behind us—the things we cannot 
change—and press on, doing our best in 
the present moment.

One thing that has helped me get over 
my guilt trips (which I used to take on a 
daily basis) is realizing they are totally, 
completely useless. They certainly didn’t 
help me behave any better. Actually, all 
they did was make me act worse.

The truth is the only way to make 
progress is to let go of what lies behind. 

Race at Your Own Pace
We will never be perfect in this life 

You Aren’t Built 
to Guilt!

and God knows that. He is full of mercy 
and He doesn’t want you to get up each 
day and worry about what you did 
yesterday or what you might do wrong 
today. God wants you to trust His love 
for you and receive His forgiveness so 
you can move forward, completely guilt 
free. 

Jesus said, “…Ask and you will 
receive, and your joy will be complete ” 
(John 16:24).

When you ask God for His 
forgiveness, don’t just stop there. 
Take a moment and receive His 
forgiveness. Say out loud, “God, I 
receive Your forgiveness. Thank You 
for giving me a fresh start. Because 
of what You have done for me, I am 
filled with joy.” 

You don’t have to waste any more 
time focusing on your mistakes and 
weaknesses. Spend time with God and 
learn from His Word. And remember, 
God loves you and He is always 
cheering you on to victory.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
teaching resource Sit, Stand, Walk, Run. 
You can also contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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Service 
announcement

Rachel M. Perea
A Celebration of Life is planned 

for Rachel M. Perea, of Monte 
Vista, at 9 a.m. on Saturday, July 
23, 2022, at Colorado State Veteran 
Chapel Homelake in Monte Vista. 
Interment will follow at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, July 23, 2022, at 
Colorado State Veterans Cemetery 
Homelake in Monte Vista.

crowds on different days. But after 
the Saguache Chamber of Commerce 
combined the events last year, the 
tradition became even more festive.

The artists will set up on the 
courthouse lawn. This year, hollyhock 
plants and seed cards will be sold 
across the street outside the Saguache 
Hotel. The 2022 Hollyhock Seed Card 
features the artwork of Caroline Irwin, 
the 2021 art contest winner.

The 2022 art contest includes 
divisions for children under 18 and 
adults. To enter, artists can deliver 
their work to Saguache Town Hall 
during the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
between July 18 and July 22.

Prizes for all contests will be 
awarded at 2 p.m. First-place winners 
will take home $100 in cash. Second 
and third place winners in all three 
categories (hollyhock garden, non-
hollyhock garden, and art contest) 
will take home prizes valued at $75 
and $50, respectively.

Former Saguache artist and 
resident, Byron Williams, sparked 
the first Arts Walk 13 years ago. 
Known for his decorative gourds (and 
love of hollyhocks), Williams sought 
to celebrate more artists in town and 
showcase their work.

Once the hollyhock was selected 
as the town flower, Williams was 
instrumental in establishing the 
Hollyhock Festival 11 years ago. 
Hollyhocks are hardy, drought-
tolerant, and flexible enough to 
adapt to soil conditions. The colorful 
flowers bloom today in the Middle 
East, Europe, and North America, 
some perhaps planted in the San Luis 
Valley during the early 19th century.

For the first year of the Hollyhock 

Festival, former mayor Greg Terrell 
dressed as a gnome. Williams dressed 
as “Johnny Hollyhock”, a nod to 
Johnny Appleseed. Several ladies 
from Saguache dressed as garden 
fairies. These costumes added spice 
to the festive atmosphere.

As a special attraction this year, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., AirMedCare 
Network representatives will 
showcase their helicopter on the 
football field of Mountain Valley 
School. Cara Reano will be available 
to explain how their membership 
program works. When medical 
conditions require urgent help 
unavailable in the San Luis Valley, 
AirMedCare members can be assured 
they are covered.

The Saguache Volunteer Fire 
Department will sell breakfast 
burritos at the “Fire Hut” at 330 
Denver Ave. near the post office 
starting at 9 a.m. Mountain Valley 
School students raising funds for a 

EVENTS Continued from Page 1A
trip to Europe next year will set up at 
the Cozy Castle Cinema across from 
the Welcome Center on 4th Street.

Hollyhocks flash their colors all 
over Saguache. Event organizers will 
print a map to guide people to gardens 
(hollyhock and non-hollyhock), and 
more than two dozen “fairy houses” 
sprinkled around town. The map 
will also show food vendors and 
local shops.

Artists who want to take part in the 
2022 Arts Walk can contact Sarah 

Krantz at 913-484-8983 or email her 
at Saguacheartswalk@gmail.com.

The Arts Walk and Hollyhock Festival 
received funding from the Saguache 
County Sales Tax Grant, the Town of 
Saguache, and the Saguache Tourism 
Council. Volunteers and community 
participation drive this event.

For more information, visit the 
Saguache Chamber website www.
saguachechamber.org, the Chamber’s 
Facebook page, or send email to 
info@saguachechamber.org.

Fresquez travelled to North Carolina 
for training, and his brother, Adam, 
started an enterprise managing a pool 
of dogs. Although the Center Town 
Board has a budget for the program, 
the K9 Unit funds itself. It also offers 
new solutions to emerging problems. 
In response to school shootings, for 
example, a few police departments 
around the country have incorporated 
canine officers with their School 
Resource Officers (SROs).

In negotiations with the Center 
Consolidated School District, the 
department currently provides a part-
time SRO and would like to train a 
dog “that will sniff out firearms and 
ammunition,” Fresquez explained. 

The dog would serve as another SRO 
and return to the police station to work 
during the summer.

Currently, Kitt and Argo are the 
two canine officers in the department. 
They’re both fully-training, dual-
purpose canines that can identify 
narcotics and apprehend offenders.

“We’ve gone from no dogs to one 
dog, now two, and possibly three,” 
Fresquez recounted. “The program 
is self-sustaining. We receive town 
budget money, but when we buy and 
sell canines, that money comes back 
into the program. We’ve sold three 
canines already.”

On top of tackling crime, Fresquez 
noted the importance of community 

engagement. So far this summer, 
officers mingled with substantial 
crowds during festivities at Casa Blanca 
Memorial Park —live music in June and 
an Independence Day Celebration on 
July 2. Fresquez said he will continue 
the “Coffee with the Chief” tradition 
on scheduled Saturdays.

Another tradition in the making, the 
department will host its second annual 
K9 competition at 1 p.m. on July 23. 
Last year, six teams from different 
agencies competed in K9 challenges for 
dogs and their handlers. For updates, 
pictures, and more information about 
the Center Police Department, all the 
posts on the CPD Facebook page are 
open to the public.

CHIEF Continued from Page 1A

Photo by Patrick Shea

At their board meeting on July 
12, the Town of Center trustees 
approved filling the Interim Chief 
of Police position with department 
Sergeant Aaron Fresquez.
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Great Perseids
The Perseid meteor shower is fast 

approaching, and we have a new 
moon dark sky when they peak! 
They’re visible from July 17-Aug. 
24 but are best within two weeks 
before they peak on the night of 
Aug. 12, and for another week after 
that. The full moon is on July 13, 
the last quarter is July 20, but the 
new moon is on July 28.

Meteors are tiny particles of rock 
and dust that Earth passes through 
as it orbits the Sun. When the 
comet swings around the Sun, its 
solar heat boils off ice and trapped 
dusty debris. When the debris trails 
cross Earth’s orbit we have a meteor 
shower.

The Perseids come from comet 
Swift-Tuttle that has an interesting 
orbit that takes 133 years. It goes 
out past Pluto and then inside Earth’s 
orbit. When it’s closest to Earth the 
sun heats it up and releases fresh 
material into the stream. That makes 
the meteor shower spectacular when 
the comet is that close to us. Even 
though the next closest passing to us 

Life certainly has some interesting 
twists nowadays especially with the 
advent of the internet thanks to Al 
Gore. Or something like that. But 
anyway, it’s amazing what that 
invention has done to our way of 
life both good and bad. Ol’ Dutch 
is always amazed that even from a 
tiny smartphone, he can access the 
wider world out there and find all 
sorts of information both needed 
and not so needed.

There is nothing so handy 
as being able to order some 
newfangled fishing or hunting gear 
as it becomes available on sale. 
But along with such convenience 
there are of course downsides such 
as Miss Trixie being able to find 
me wherever I may be hiding out 
at the moment.

Living in the Rocky Mountains 
does allow Ol’ Dutch to claim he 
“had no signal” at least part of the 
time and escape Miss Trixie’s plans 
for me for the day. But I think she 
has caught onto my shenanigans of 
late and Ol’ Dutch is hard pressed 
to find another way to avoid 
undesirable social engagements.

But as much as I love the internet 
and particularly perusing the want 
ads from around the region, I finally 
fell victim to a scammer myself. 
Now it seems like about every other 
day I get a notice from friends about 
their Facebook being compromised 
so I am at least aware that such 
things happen. Mostly I think from 
them clicking on ads promising that 
they may be the lucky winner of a 
new car or some such nonsense.

But just this past week Ol’ 
Dutch fell victim to another type 
of scammer although at first, I was 
unsure about who or what this was 
all about. It all started when I got 
an alert from my bank that charges 
had been attempted on my debit 
card that looked amiss. First, it was 
for $177 and anyone that knows 
me would be alerted as Ol’ Dutch 
never spends that much money on 
anything but new outdoor gear.

Further investigation on my part 
revealed that the charges came 
from Lithuania. Now for those 
of you that do not know, that is a 
small country over there across the 
pond somewhere and not related to 
Sylvania, the lightbulb company.

This discovery had me wracking 
my already wracked brain for some 
kind of explanation as to who or 
what I would have charged over 
there. All I could come up with 
is that maybe in my moments of 
weakness in my past bachelor days 
I had somehow met me a mail order 

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Lina from 
Lithuania

European bride online.
And that maybe, just maybe 

she had finally decided some 12 
years later to take me up on my 
offer of free citizenship in this 
great country in exchange for 
companionship and marriage. But 
try as I may I just could not come 
up with having done such a thing 
although back in those early days of 
bachelorhood, nothing I did would 
have surprised me.

The internet being what it is, 
allowed me to further delve into this 
situation and soon I found out that 
Lina had tried to bite some coins or 
something like that with my debit 
card. Which in my books anyway 
would totally negate any offers I 
may have made in the past toward 
getting her over here to hold my 
hand. Ol’ Dutch may have been 
lonely but not that lonely.

And all I could think about was 
how much older she is by now and 
what she must look like after she 
has bit coins all these years. Why 
the next thing you know I would 
be paying for a new set of veneers 
at the minimum and the 12-step 
program for her to quit biting all 
those coins. 

So, I guess answering Miss 
Trixie’s calls and texts is preferable 
to all that trouble no matter 
Lina’s European blonde locks and 
daunting chest size. Sometimes it 
is best to stay with the poison you 
are used to rather than switch and 
risk certain death by slow suffering.

And to Lina. God bless you with 
your endeavor to find a sugar daddy 
to supply you with bitcoins and I 
hope you get your teeth fixed soon.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his 

Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, 

or hike daily. His email is Kevin@

TroutRepublic.com. Additional 

news can be found at  www.

troutrepublic.com.

your night Sky
By darlene danko

won’t be until 
2126 we’ll still 
have great meteors 
to view.

Meteor showers 
are named for the area 
they seem to originate 
from. This would be the 
constellation Perseids 
the Herd which is just 
below the “W” shaped 
Cassiopeia the Queen in the 
NE. The Perseids are spectacular to 
watch. They have more fireballs than 
any other shower. There are many 
bright meteors that leave trails which 
form because Perseids are fast. Then 
the trails last for up to two minutes 
after the meteors disappear.

What’s interesting is that a typical 
bright meteor is produced by a particle 
no larger than a pea. They enter our 
atmosphere at 50,000 to 165,000 
mph. That’s amazing! So, we need 
to hope for a clear dark sky close to 
the peak. At the peak we can see up 
to 110 meteors per hour. Perseids 
can be very colorful in addition to 
being bright.

They’re always best after midnight 

when they’re higher in the sky, and 
I’ve done that. But I like to go out 
and soak in our hot tub for an hour 
starting at 9:30. In the evening you’ll 
see some shooting high overhead, but 
you’ll also see Earth grazers. These 
travel horizontally across the sky 
close to the horizon. They are slow 
moving and long lasting. So have fun 
watching them!

I live in South Fork and on July 
3, I was getting ready for bed when 
I heard a loud noise, so I looked out 
and saw fireworks. Then I ran out and 
viewed all the fireworks. They were 
wonderful! Fortunately, we live in a 
place where we can see them from 
our yard.

letterS Policy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. They should 
be fewer than 300 words, unless arranged beforehand 
with the editor, and they are subject to editing for 
length and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the author and include 
a phone number and address where the author can 
be reached (these are not for publication). Letters 
forwarded from other organizations or sent to staff 
and not for print must be designated as such. Letters 
over 300 words and without contact information will 

be returned to the sender or discarded. 
We will accept one letter per person, per subject, per 

four issues. We reserve the right to reject letters for 
reasons we believe are appropriate. Please send letters 
to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley Publishing, PO Box 
607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com (Attention: Letter to the 
Editor). Deadline for letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to space 
constraints.
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of the weekly screenings will be for 
guests only.

Program manager Adam Gildar 
said he will schedule periodic public 
viewings and notify the public. Gildar 
said they will focus on classic and 
cult films.

The renovated snack bar seats 25 
and provides a full-kitchen menu 
that leans more toward “meal” than 
“snack.”

In  add i t ion  to  overn igh t 
accommodations, guests can enjoy 
protected views of the night sky. 
When the final credits roll off the big 
screen, folks can move to circular 
structures with innovative designs 
and construction.

Produced with a 3D printer, 
Antonito artist Ron Rael and his 
team Emerging Objects created 
adobe-style bricks to build the star-
gazing pods.

The stage erected for musical 
performances throughout the day 
looked like it would block the screen 
for people on the grass up front. 
But crews quickly disassembled 
it before rolling vintage drive-in 
advertisements that encouraged folks 
to visit the snack bar.

The speakers were loud enough 
to overcome the sounds of joyful 

Photo by Patrick Shea

Antonito artist Ron Rael and his team Emerging Objects used a 3D 
printer to create adobe-style bricks for building star-gazing pods.
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Original works by over 35 vendors from 6 states
Breakfast, Lunch, Ice Cream and 

Kettle Corn Available All Day 
Located at the South Fork Visitors Center

Highways 160 &149
719-873-5512 for more info

First Annual South Fork 
Arts and Crafts Festival

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICESchildren playing in the background 

and traffic on Highway 285. The 
audience applauded at the end of the 

movie, partly for the film and also for a 
successful preview for the community 
on a pleasant summer night.

PREVIEW Continued from Page 1A

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Covered Wagon Days in Del Norte is just around the corner so mark your calendars, Aug. 4-7, and get ready 
for a four-day event that not only celebrates the 50th anniversary of Covered Wagon Days but the 150th 
anniversary of Del Norte. Every day is packed full of activities for the entire family.

Covered Wagon Days to celebrate the Golden Years
By lyndSie Ferrell 

DEL NORTE — For the past 
50 years, Del Norte has paid 
homage to its historical heritage 
during August with celebrations 
honoring days from the past. The 
first-ever Covered Wagon Days 
event took place in 1972 when the 
town decided to host a bicentennial 
festival that eventually turned into 
the celebrations of today. 

According to the Aug. 19, 1972, 
Del Norte Prospector, the town 
held a Queen’s Ball at Castle Hall, 
a pancake breakfast and parade 
and other fun events such as a 
beard contest, flower displays and 
dancing in the streets. Del Norte 
has a long history of celebration 
dating back to the beginning of 
the town in 1872. While reading 
through the newspapers that began 
in 1874, it is easy to find how much 
Del Norte loved to get together as 
a community and celebrate any 
given event and this holds true 
to this day. 

For the next 49 years, Del Norte 
created a beloved-annual event 
which was a way to bid farewell 
to July and welcome August and 
the start of the fall harvest while 
honoring the days of the past. Over 

the years, each summer came and 
went with the celebration happening 
just before school went back 
into session and included similar 
festivities like those held in 1972. 

The week of Aug. 4 will kick off 
with the opening of the San Luis 
Valley Quilt Guild Quilt Show at 
the Rio Grande County Museum. 
The guild spends the entire year 
preparing for this event and turns the 
museum into a quilter’s wonderland 
for a weeklong event. Be sure to 
stop in and see all of the changes 
happening at the museum and view 
some amazing quilts. 

Also on Aug. 4, Kathy’s Fabric 
Trunk opens its unique quilt show 
that features handmade quilts by 
local artists. Kathy’s Fabric Trunk 
is a staple in Del Norte and with 
the help of their amazing staff and 
customers put on a show that simply 
cannot be missed.

That evening the Town of Del 
Norte will host its weekly Music in 
the Park featuring local musicians 
and fun for the entire family. It is a 
wonderful way to get the weekend 
started with so much more coming 
in the days ahead, including the start 
of a treasure hunt that will last all 
weekend.  

At 6 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 5, the 
Homelake Veterans will host its 
pig roast and auction at the High 
Valley Community Center. Come 
out for a delicious meal with family 
and friends while supporting a 
wonderful cause to help veterans 
here in the San Luis Valley. Tickets 
will be available at the door that 

evening. 
Saturday morning will begin 

with the Val Alto Pancake breakfast 
also at the High Valley Community 
Center at 7 a.m. and the Bees Knees 
5K run. The starting line for the 5K 
is conveniently located at the High 
Valley Community Center. 

At 8 a.m. the Del Norte Public 
Library will open its annual book 
sale with all proceeds going 
toward helping the library. There 
will also be a pie sale at the Ruth 
Marie building just down the street 
beginning at 8 a.m. 

The fun just keeps on coming with 
the annual parade that begins at 10 
a.m. with this year’s theme being 
“The Golden Years” and the annual 
Ice Cream Social at the Rio Grande 
County Museum beginning at 11 

a.m. along with the Del Norte Fire 
Department’s barbecue luncheon 
fundraiser that helps the department 
with the purchase of equipment and 
training expenses. 

In the afternoon, guests can 
enjoy mud volleyball in River 
Park, a historic hayride that 
takes participants around town to 
visit historical landmarks and a 
Mountain Man Encampment with 
demonstrations of days long ago. 
Guests can also participate in the 
friendly game of horseshoes. It will 
be a day packed with fun activities 
for all ages. 

Sunday will bring a fly in 
breakfast for participating pilots 
and church at 10 a.m. in River Park. 

For  a  ful l  schedule ,  vis i t 
coverwagondays.com.
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F i n e  D i n i n g
in the neighborhood

Come join our family for delicious 
salads, sandwiches, entrees and 
desserts, made fresh to order!

435 Main St. • Antonito • 719-376-5589435 Main St. • Antonito • 719-376-5589

DOS HERMANAS
Mexican-American Steakhouse

 Mexican Food  Char broiled Steaks

 Appetizers  Salads  Sandwiches  Desserts 

 Daily Specials  Children & Senior Specials

 Margaritas - Beer - Wine

 To-Go Orders- Delivery Available

Monday-Saturday 11 a.m.-10 p.m. • Sunday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Delivery

Available

Jacob A. Schell & Dora P. Duran, Owners

Family Owned & Operated for 25 years

La Jara 
Pharmacy, Inc

412 Main Street  • La Jara 
(719) 274-5109

Serving our 
Community 

for over
40 years!

Prescriptions, Medical Supplies, 
Supplements, Gifts,  Soda, 

Snacks, Local Foods and More!
Get all the local news, subscribe today!

Call 852-3531 to get The Conejos County Citizen delivered each week!
Online: www.conejoscountycitizen

Montano recipient of Dusty 
Crophopper Big Heart Award
StaFF rePort

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The fifth annual 
Dusty Crophopper Big Heart Award was 
presented to Jon Montano in recognition 
of how he embellishes the traits of Dusty 
Claunch.

This award is presented each year to a 
first responder who shows the same type 
of selflessness that Dusty had.

Montano is the RETAC (Regional 
EMS and Trauma Advisory Committee) 
coordinator for the region. He is also active 
with Monte Vista Ambulance and is retired, 
after many years of service, from the Monte 
Vista Fire Department. He also teaches 
numerous classes for Trinidad State College.

Montano reflects the traits of Dusty in 
that he is the kind of guy that will help 

anyone. He is often seen throughout the 
Valley helping other emergency service 
agencies. Montano’s greatest fault is 
much like Dusty’s in that he doesn’t say 
no. Montano will help anyone at any time.

Montano was nominated by several 
other first responders that recognize just 
how selfless he is. Montano is a deserving 
recipient of this award.

Nominations are currently being taken 
for the 6th Annual Dusty Crophopper Big 
Heart Award. If you know a first responder 
who demonstrates the traits of Dusty 
Claunch, submit the nominee’s name, 
agency affiliation, and why you feel they 
qualify to runnerangunner@gmail.com. 
This year’s award will be presented at the 
4-H Fair during the first week of August.

By Patrick Shea

M O F FAT  —  D u r i n g  a 

working meeting of the Moffat 

Town Board on July 6, multiple 

residents raised issues during 

the public comment period, 

ranging from the glow of grow 

lights before dawn to rumors 

of a proposed name change for 

the town.

One recurring topic drew 

v i g o r o u s  h e a d - n o d s  a n d 

murmurs from the crowd of 

almost two dozen people.

For months, the bathrooms 

in Ralph Mitchell Park needed 

more than a thorough cleaning. 

The  s igns  c l ea r ly  s t a t ed , 

“DO NOT PUT CLOTHING, 

SHOES, GARBAGE, STICKS 

IN THE TOILET. WE ARE 

UNDER SURVEILLANCE.”

Yet  vanda l s  packed  the 

facilities with all kinds of trash 

and rendered both restrooms 

useless. Trustees decided to 

lock the doors until they found 

a solution.

Resident Gordon Johnson 

spoke during the public comment 

period on July 6, wondering if he 

could have a look at the toilets 

to assess the damage.

Immediately, Trustee Jon 

Lopez agreed to meet Johnson 

at 8 the following morning. 

They met as scheduled, Johnson 

recommended a company, and 

before the Town Board meeting 

on July 12, the company came 

out to address the situation.

The next working session for 

the Moffat trustees on July 19 

will feature guest speakers to 

help make decisions regarding 

the  town’s  wa te r  sys tem. 

The Colorado Department of 

Public Health and Environment 

(CDPHE)  regu la tes  wa te r 

safety, among other health 

issues.

Residents and board members 

alike prefer the water as it is 

without adding chlorine, but 

CDPHE remains strict. Options 

range  f rom an  expens ive , 

extensive engineering solution 

to managing the sole well on 

the town’s system that might 

be out of compliance.

Moffat residents, 
trustees tackle 
town troubles

Subscribe Online!

.com
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Innovation in Housing grant.
Interim Chief Fresquez noted smooth 

operations during Independence Day 
celebrations in Center, and he provided 
details about the K9 Unit.

Fresquez said the department will 
host its second annual K9 Competition 
at 1 p.m. on July 23. In 2021, six teams 
from different agencies competed in 
challenges for dogs and their handlers. 
Admission is free to the public, and 
the department will sell food and 
concessions to help raise more money 
for the K9 Unit.

“We have a couple teams that 
said they would be there,” Fresquez 
explained, “and we’ll have our two 
dogs and another that’s being trained.”

Fresquez also said they will have 
a bouncy-house and other attractions 
for children.

Center Consolidated School District 
Superintendent Carrie Zimmerman 
gave the final presentation of the night, 
a review of safety procedures already 
under discussion with the Center 
Police Department. 

“I wanted to focus on our security 
plans we have in place for this 
upcoming year,” Zimmerman said. 
“As you know, the school year ended 
on a scary note for the nation with all 
that happened in Texas. We want to 
be proactive to make our community 
as safe as possible for our kids. Phase 
one of our security plan is ‘Keep Out.’ 
The goal is to keep any threats out.”

To achieve the Keep-Out goal, 
Zimmerman outlined a plan to have 
the salary of a full-time School 
Resource Officer (SRO) paid by 
the school if the town of Center 
covered benefits. The SRO would 
be available throughout the year for 
potential emergency situations with 
the police department, as well as 

summertime and other periods outside 
the academic calendar.

In addition, the Center Schools 
security plan calls for a dedicated K9 
Unit officer. This dual-trained dog 
will be able to identify firearms and 
apprehend suspects. Zimmerman 
also asked for help securing gaps in 
fencing between the classrooms and 
the administration building.

To close out, Zimmerman explained 
that the administration will be without 
power for two weeks while they install 
a generator for back-up power in the 
future.

CENTER Continued from Page 1A

StaFF rePort

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
According to a Sunday Facebook 
post by the Custer County Search 
and Rescue team, a search is on for 
climber Luis Corkern, 41, in the 
Kit Carson/Challenger Point area.

He was reported to have 
ascended Kit Carson via the north 
ridge route on Saturday, July 9, 

making the summit about 4 p.m. 
He planned to descend via the 
Challenger Point and the standard 
route but has not returned to his 
vehicle at the trailhead.

Corkern is reported to be 
approximately 5-foot-7, 180-190 
pounds and was wearing a white 
climbing helmet with a raccoon 
tail added to it. His backpack is 

burnt orange-maroon in color and 
he may be wearing a grey or black 
T-shirt and had rain gear.

The search effort  was to 
continue Monday including 
aviation and ground assets by 
multiple agencies. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact 
the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office at 719-655-2544.

Search for climber 
missing near Challenger
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Saguache County Sales Tax Grants now available

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners will be taking Grant Applications for 
Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, August 12, 2022.

To be eligible grant applications must be for either:  Emergency Services/Public Health 
and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects, or organizations; or Renewable Energy 
projects/Business Opportunities and Job Creation.

Grant applications are available on our website at saguachecounty.colorado.gov - use “sales 
tax grant applicationform5” or you can contact the Saguache County Administration office 
at 719-655-2231 to request a copy of the grant application.

No. 1641 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 7, 14, 21 and 28 and August 
4 2022.

He is accused 
of Los Sauces 

murders
By PriScilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — Adre Baroz, 
a ccused  o f  murde r ing  f i ve 
individuals in the case commonly 
known to  res idents  as  “Los 
Sauces,” has entered a plea of 
not guilty by reason of insanity 
in the case.

The court accepted the plea 
and  Dis t r ic t  Judge  Michae l 
Gonzales, presiding, ordered a 
psychiatric evaluation of Baroz to 
be conducted. A status hearing in 
the case is set for Sept. 29.

Baroz was formally charged with 
a total of 13 felonies, including 
five counts of murder in the first 
degree with deliberation related 
to the deaths of Korina Arroyo, 
Selena Esquibel, Myron Martinez, 
Zeven Garcia and Shayla Hammill. 
He is also charged with five counts 
of tampering with a deceased body 
for his alleged involvement in 
burning the remains of the victims.

This case, which involves Baroz 
plus three other co-defendants, is 
enormous.

According to what was presented 
at the time of the preliminary 
hearing, the case involves the 
murder of five people, all of 
which took place at different times 
over the course of roughly two 

Baroz enters plea of not 
guilty by reason of insanity

months and involves at least four 
different locations spread out 
over two counties, contains more 
than 50,000 pages of documents 
with more likely to be included, 
lengthy statements from two 
confidential  informants  plus 
statements — both direct and 
indirect — from at least a dozen 
individuals, lengthy interviews 
conducted by the Alamosa Police 
Department, the Colorado Bureau 
of Investigation and Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms, multiple 
search warrants, collection of 
mul t ip le  pieces  of  evidence 
including parts of bones, analysis 
from a specially trained forensic 
anthropologist and a forensic 
o d o n t o l o g i s t .  A n d ,  a s  t h e 
investigation was still ongoing at 
that time, there is the possibility 
of more to come.

With a plea of not guilty by 
reason of insanity, and should the 
psychiatric evaluation indicate 
that Baroz was not sane at the time 
he allegedly committed the crimes, 
the responsibilities in prosecution 
of the case will expand.

Fred Johnson,  Chief  Tr ia l 
Deputy DA with the DA’s office 
in the 20th Judicial District who 
was assigned as special prosecutor 
to the case, will be required to 
prove beyond a reasonable doubt 
that Baroz committed the crime. 
But, according to state law, he will 
also have to disprove beyond a 
reasonable doubt that he was sane 
at the time.

Forty-six states currently allow 
insanity pleas. Of those 46, eleven 
states — including Colorado — 
place the burden of proof on the 
state to prove a defendant was sane 
versus that burden resting with the 
defense to prove he was not.

Given the size and complexity 
of the case, the multiple motions 
that have been filed as the case 
has progressed plus the systemic 
delays that are often a part of the 
psychiatric evaluation process — 
especially related to an insanity 
plea in a case involving alleged 
multiple murders over two months 
— it is difficult for even attorneys 
familiar with the process to predict 
how long this case might last 
before coming to resolution.

All that is known at this time is 
that the next hearing, scheduled as 
a “status” hearing, is on the docket 
for about 11 weeks from now.

In the meantime, Baroz has 
been transferred from the Alamosa 
Detention Center but where he is 
currently being held is not known.

Courtesy photo

On Wednesday, July 6, at 6:56 p.m. South Fork Fire Rescue was 
paged to a report of smoke midway up the mountain south of 
Rainbow Express. South Fork Fire Rescue deployed a drone with 
an infrared camera as well as personnel on foot to locate the source 
of the smoke. A burning slash pile was located on Park Drive, which 
was unattended and was extinguished by firefighters. This was 
located within the town limits where a burn permit is required.

South Fork Fire Rescue 
finds unattended burn
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Friday Evening - 7 p.m.(Family Day)
Saturday - 7 p.m. • Sunday - 2 p.m.

Rodeo Announcer - Andy Seiler
Stace Smith, 

Multiple Years as PRCA Stock Contractor of the Year

World Class Rodeos

Rotary Chuck 
Wagon Dinner

Thursday, July 21st
5:30 p.m.

Parade
July 22 & 23

10 a.m.

Stampede 
Dances

July 21, 22 & 23 • 9 p.m.
$10 at the door

Monte Vista 
Band Booster 

Hamburger Fry
July 22 and 23

11 a.m. - 2 p.m. - Sunflower 
Bank parking garage

Christian Cowboys’ Service
Sunday, July 24th • 10 a.m. • Ski-Hi Park

Rodeo Ticket Information

.....................................................................Presale Door
Friday & Saturday, July 22nd & 23rd
Family Day(July 22 ONLY) ..........................$8 $8
Box Seats ....................................................$23 $25
Reserve Seating - Adult ..............................$22 $24
Reserve Seating - Child ..............................$15 $18
General Admission - Adult ..........................$20 $22
General Admission - Child ..........................$15 $15
Chute Seats Reserved .................................$23 $20
Country Western Dance ..............................$10 $10
Sunday, July 24th
Senior Citizen Day ......................................$12 $12
(General Admission - 65 & over)

Dwight Yoakam & Josh Abbott Band
Double Concert:

Rodeo Tickets Available At:

Concert Tickets:

719-852-2055

 General  Premium
 Admission Reserved Reserved
Pre-Sale $45 $55 $60
At Door $50  —

Friday & Saturday - 9 p.m.
Dances $10 at the Door

Youth Night
at Ski-Hi Stampede Dance

Saturday, July 23
First 100 Youth (under 21 years 
old) with paid admission will 

receive a FREE Commemorative 
Stampede T-Shirt!

Family Day at
 the Rodeo

Friday, July 22
7 p.m.

Local SLV Amateur Events
& Professional Slack

at 1 p.m.

Wright’s Amusements Carnival
Canned

Food Drive
Bring 2 cans of food items 
to the Carnival & you can 
buy an all-day carnival 

pass for $25

Wednesday, July 20

www.skihistampede.com
Stampede Ticket Office, 852-2055

Ski-Hi Stampede
Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

July 21, 22, 23, & 24 , 2022

San Luis Valley100th
ANNUAL

Ski-Hi Park
Monte Vista

PINK SATURDAY

Thursday,
July 21

  7:30 p.m.
Ski-Hi Park

Help support the 

BULL 
FIGHTERS 
ONLY

NEW EVENT!
Pre-Stampede
Bull Fighters

Saturday, July 9
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

NMLS #
1079848OUR HOME!

Alamosa • 719-589-2536

Member
FDIC

Equal 
Housing 
Lender

Alamosa • 719-589-2536
Monte Vista • 719-852-5933

Brent Logan,
Chief Lending Officer

• Purchase • Refinance 
• Home Improvement • Construction

YOUR HOME!HOME LOANS

Land, Water 
and People

By richard l. trotter

A Single Track Mind
I’ve been riding motorcycles 

since I was about ten years old. I had 
my own helmet and would cruise a 
little Honda trailbike all over the 
place near our home. Starting out 
that young, motorcycle riding gets 
into your blood and is something 
that is enjoyable well into adult-
hood. It’s a great way to enjoy the 
forest for someone who is more 
experienced and for someone who 
is just learning to ride. I find a nice 
trail ride makes my day, but no mat-
ter what level of riding experience 
you have, seeing the forest on a 
motorcycle is a great way to spend 
the day. Organizations like Stay the 

Trail Colorado and the National 

Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation 

Council (NOHVCC) provide plenty 
of information to safely ride your 
motorbike in an environmentally 
manner. You can find this useful 
information by visiting their web-
sites online, or simply stopping into 

a Forest Service office. 
Stay the Trail Colorado sums up 

how to stay safe and have fun with 
their first four steps to a good ride: 
Know where to go; Do your home-
work; Is your vehicle prepared; and 
Never go out alone. 

Knowing where to go involves 
knowing the roads and rules of the 
area you are heading too. Using 
the Forest Motor Vehicle Use Map 
(MVUM) is the first step in making 
sure your road or single-track trail 
is open for use. If you are staying 
on Forest Roads all you need is a 
licensed street legal machine, but if 
you are heading onto a specific trail 

Please see LAND on Page 3

Courtesy photos

The Shady Burro Enduro is speeding toward a bright future in South 
Fork. Not only did the enduro receive the Enduro of the Year award 
from the Rocky Mountain Enduro Circuit but they also received a five-
year permit approval from the Rio Grande National Forest and Town 
of South Fork.

Shady Burro Enduro gets approval to return for 2022
By lyndSie Ferrell 

SOUTH FORK — The Shady 
Burro Enduro has raced to the fin-
ish line in South Fork for the past 
several years and is now in the top 
spot to continue the event with a 
five-year permit that was approved 
through the Rio Grande National 
Forest and passed unanimously by 
the South Fork Board of Trustees 
on June 28.

“We are very happy with the 
Shady Burro Enduro and look 
forward to hosting them for years 
to come,” said South Fork Town 
representative and finance manager 
Mary Grace Garcia. 

The event dates to the late 1990s 
and early 2000s when riders from 
around the state ran the trails along 
Boot Hill Mountain outside of 
South Fork but due to unforeseen 
circumstances and behaviors of 
past groups, it was canceled until 

the Rocky Mountain Enduro Circuit 
and Scott Bright took over the event 
in 2018. It was a turning point for 
both the town and the event which 
gained speed over the last four 
years, growing in not only popular-
ity but respect. 

One of the main focuses the 
group encourages of all participants 
and volunteers is good forest and 
trail stewardship. Crew leaders 
like Bright and Jud Barlow are in 
the area weeks before and after 
an event is held with crews of 
volunteers and sometimes alone to 
work on trails with Forest Service 
officials to maintain the integrity of 
the trail that is used for the event. 
Trail systems are rotated each year 
to prevent overuse and promote 
regrowth.  

Last year, however, the event 
went national when the Shady 
Burro Enduro received the Rocky 

Mountain Enduro Circuit Enduro of 
the Year award and was also not a 
sanctioned event by the American 
Motorcycle Association. These 
classifications and awards make 
this event a nationally recognized 
enduro which will bring in crowds 
from all over the US. 

According to Barlow, the com-
munities of Del Norte and South 
Fork benefit greatly from hosting 
the influx of people that come to 
either participate or help with the 
event.

“We want to make sure that our 
presence here in the Valley is ben-
eficial,” Barlow said. “Our riders 
come in and are staying at local 
hotels or eating at restaurants, buy-
ing gas or shopping at local stores. 
We come here and want to support 
the communities that host us. That 
is what we love to do.” 
Please see ENDURO on Page 3

RGC approves funding for boater safety project
By lyndSie Ferrell 

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — Rio Grande 
County Commissioners met on June 29 with 
Emma Reesor, the Executive Director of the Rio 
Grande Headwaters Restoration Project. 

Reesor has been working through the Headwater 
Restoration Project to improve safety along the 
Rio Grande Canal and specifically the low head 
dam where the canal breaks from the river. 

Reesor provided an overview of the project. The 
Rio Grande Canal, located near Del Norte, diverts 
water from the Rio Grande and supplies irrigation 
water for more than 69,000 acres of agricultural 
land. The canal’s low head dam diversion structure 

marks the downstream boundary of the Rio 
Grande’s Gold Medal reach, which begins in 
South Fork at the Highway 149 bridge. 

The Gold Medal reach relies upon the canal’s 
low head dam because it acts as a barrier to the 
upstream movement of nonnative fish species 
which would otherwise threaten existing trout 
fisheries, Reesor stated. This segment of the Rio 
Grande is actively used by a variety of recreational 
boaters, especially anglers who float fish the Gold 
Medal trout fishery. 

The project addresses the need for portage 
deterring boaters around the low head dam. 

However, the canal’s low head dam poses 

significant risks for boaters, according to Reesor. 
The diversion structure creates a roughly 10-foot 
change in the river’s water surface elevation. 
This forms a dangerous hydraulic jump, which 
can entrain objects for long periods. Currently, 
there is no formal portage around the canal’s 
low head dam. 

“As river recreation increases locally, the need 
for safe portage around this drowning hazard has 
become increasingly urgent,” Reesor stated. 

The project would increase safety along the 
section of the river and allow for an alternative 
route. 

“This Rio Grande Canal Boater Safety and 

Accessibility Project (Project) will address the 
safety hazard at the Canal and enhance recreational 
opportunities by constructing a new user-friendly 
watercraft portage around the LHD and improving 
aquatic habitat,” Reesor stated. 

Reesor explained that though they have received 
funding from several sources, the project still 
needed $20,000. 

“The total cost of the project is $300,872,” 
Reesor said. “To date, the partners have secured 
$280,872 for project design, construction, and 
signage, which includes a Colorado Water Plan 
grant, cash contributions from local organizations, 

Please see SAFETY on Page 2

By marie mccolm 

MONTE VISTA — The El Pomar Foundation 
awarded 14 non-profits grants during a morning 
reception on Thursday, June 30, in Monte Vista. 

The Merit Grant Reception was held at Rain 
Brews in Monte Vista. The non-profits were from 
across the San Luis Valley.  

El Pomar Foundation Board Trustee Andrea 
Aragon thanked the groups for attending. 

“I want to thank everyone for coming out and 
taking the time to be here today,” Aragon said. 
“This year, the San Luis Valley Regional Council 
recognizes 14 organizations for Merit Grants. We 
are excited, because this year, we have been able 
to really spread the dollars out into rural areas 
and areas of the state that did not get that much 
money before. Congratulations, you are all here 
because you are doing something really right. We 
are actually going to be giving you money today.” 

The El Pomar Foundation is a broad functioning 
financial institution that contributes $25 
million annually to non-profit and government 
organizations. 

Grant distribution through the foundation is made 

Please see GRANTS on Page 2

Photo by Marie Mccolm 

The El Pomar Foundation hosted a Merit Grant Reception 
on Thursday, June 30, at Rain Brews in Monte Vista. Four-
teen non-profits from across the San Luis Valley received 
grants. 

El Pomar awards non-profits Merit Grants
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$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Buffet is Back!
Thursday & Friday

“We picked up a supreme pizza 
yesterday at Mountain Pizza for 
dinner. It was THE best pizza we 
have ever eaten. It was the first 
time we have eaten their pizza 
and we will definitely be back!”

~ Barbara K., Google Reviews {
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 7/31/2022.

and both cash and in-kind contributions 
from the Rio Grande Canal Water Users 
Association. The project currently faces 
a funding shortfall of $20,000.” 

Commissioners agreed to use 
conservation trust funding for the 
remaining $20,000 so the project could 
begin. This project is a partnership 
between the Rio Grande Canal Water 
Users Association, the Rio Grande 
Headwaters Restoration Project, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, American 
Whitewater, Trout Unlimited, the 
Ditch and Reservoir Company 
Alliance, Division of Water Resources 

Dam Safety Branch, and private 
landowners. 

“When complete, the project will 
improve public safety and enhance 
recreational opportunities along an 
important reach of the Rio Grande 
by installing safety signage and 
constructing a watercraft portage,” 
Reesor stated. “Additionally, by 
providing safe passage around the 
canal, the project will allow boaters 
to utilize the recently completed boat 
ramp located approximately 1 mile 
downstream at the Del Norte Riverfront 
Park.”

SAFETY Continued from Page 1

possible through a competitive process. 
Focus areas for the grants include 

education, arts and culture, civic and 
community, and health and human 
services. The grants can be used for 
general operating activities. 

Organizations that were eligible 
to apply are an active 501(c)(3) or 
government equivalent and must be in 
Colorado. 

Aragon gave additional information 
on how the El Pomar Foundation works 
through the San Luis Valley Regional 
Council. 

“All council members of El Pomar 
have a region they utilize for the grants,” 
Aragon said. “We would love to see more 
applicants from the San Luis Valley.” 

Aragon explained the grants are either 
$2,500 or $5,000. Each council member 
is given $5,000 and can give the money 
to one organization or split it between 
two organizations. 

“Each council member from the 
San Luis Regional Council gets the 
opportunity to give money that El Pomar 
allocates to them, to an organization that 
they feel is doing an outstanding job,” 
Aragon said.  

The following organizations received 
grants 

College Assistance Migrant Program 
at Adams State University

Migrant Education Program at Adams 
State University

Boys and Girls Club of the San Luis 
Valley

Care and Share Food Bank
Virginia Christensen Multi-Use 

Facility in Creede
Costilla County Library District
Creede Early Learning Center
Equal Representation of Media 

Advocacy Corporation
Ski Hi Complex
Northerners Senior Association Inc.
San Luis Valley Animal Welfare 

Society
San Luis Valley Areas Health 

Education Center Inc.
Tri-County Senior Citizens and 

Housing Inc.
Upper Rio Grande Animal Society
Alice Sanchez, representing the 

Costilla County Library District, was 
excited to receive a grant. 

“The kids are the reason I do what 
I do,” Sanchez said. “I have so many 
inherited kids that come in and ask me 
for help. I have one kid that I have really 
made a difference for, he told me I had 
completely changed his life. He wrote 
an essay about the library and about me. 
It was so touching. He said I wanted to 
quit but Mrs. Alice pushed me through. 
This grant helps and means a lot.” 

Kristeen Lopez with the Virginia 
Christensen Multi-Use Facility said the 
grant will go toward youth activities. 

“This is the REC center in Creede. 
We work with youth of all ages from 
infants through adults,” Lopez said. 
“We do after-school programs and 
school programs for our school-aged 
children. We also have the gym facility 
for adults. The money we received today 
will be for youth activities, which will 
be our teen night stuff. We provide a 
safe place for teens to hang out, it’s 
drug-free and alcohol-free. We listen 
to music, play board games, and play 
dodgeball with the teens. This is my 
passion; kids really need this. This is a 
great preventative program to help kids 
make good decisions. This grant is really 
going to help our program.” 

Monte Vista City Manager GiGi 
Dennis said the El Pomar Foundation 
is an “awesome partner” with so many 
rural communities.  

“The benefits that they give to the San 
Luis Valley have just been wonderful,” 
Dennis said. 

Dennis accepted a grant on behalf of 

the Care and Share Food Bank. The Care 
and Share Food Bank is moving into 
the old Budweiser building in Alamosa. 
They distribute donated or low-cost food 

throughout Southern Colorado. 
“Again, a great partner to this fine 

program for Care and Share. We 
appreciate El Pomar and all they do,” 

Dennis said. 
For more information or to apply for 

a grant, visit www.elpomar.org/grant-
making/el-pomars-funds/.

GRANTS Continued from Page 1

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

Small/
Pocket Pet $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

Cats $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needed

0 - 25 lbs. $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. One point east of due 
south

 4. City in Maine

10. Inquire too closely

11. Make dirty

12. Small Greek island

14. Bitterly regret

15. Millisecond

16. __ the ante

18. Without value

22. Eurasian ryegrass

23. Authentic

24. Having a mournful quality

26. Not out

27. Salvador __, Spanish artist

28. Cargo (abbr.)

30. This (Spanish)

31. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)

34. Slang for trucks with 
trailers

36. Helps you hear

37. Steer a boat

39. British School

40. Genus of olive

41. Computer term (abbr.)

42. Horse gear

48. Give off

50. A type of salt

51. Exposing human vice or 
folly to ridicule

52. One who watches birds

53. Sailboat

54. A major division of 
geological time

55. Sodium

56. American state

58. Soak in water

59. Thin decorative covering of 
fine wood

60. Affirmative

CLUES DOWN

 1. One of the four seasons

 2. Its sultan is famous

 3. A lens for correcting 
defective vision in one 
eye

 4. College degree

 5. Soldiers need it

 6. Japanese car manufacturer

 7. A way to address

 8. Obstruct

 9. Atomic number 45

12. Ill-mannered

13. Opaque gem

17. Indicates before

19. Remove

20. Populous Argentine city

21. More cunning

25. Rich dessert

29. Payment (abbr.)

31. Footwear

32. Famed Alabama city

33. Sheep’s cry

35. Arrogance

38. Clergical vestment

41. Serving no practical 
purpose

43. An evening party

44. Print errors

45. Not good

46. Egyptian Sun god

47. Industrial German city

49. Scottish island

56. Early multimedia

57. Atomic number 18

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

system for motor vehicles, you’ll 
need to purchase a Colorado OHV 
Use Permit. These can be purchased 
at any Colorado Division of Parks 
and Wildlife office or vendors who 
sell hunting and fishing licenses. 

Doing your homework involves 
finding out what challenges are 
along the trail. Has it been cleared 
recently or are there downed trees 
and big rocks to navigate? Do you 
have proper clothing and safety 
gear? Helmets, eye protection, 
long pants, long sleeve shirts, 
gloves and over-the-ankle boots 
are a minimum. Check out the local 
weather report to see if you need 
cold weather or rain gear. Have a 
map, compass, and/or GPS along 
so you know where you are. Be sure 
to fill your gas tank and take along 
appropriate tools for any emergen-
cies along the way.

So now you’re prepared but is 
your motorcycle? Be sure to do a 
thorough inspection of the engine, 
brakes, suspension, and tires. You 
don’t want to be deep in the woods 
and have a breakdown, or worse an 
accident that breaks your bike and 
possibly you. In addition, the For-
est Service requires a spark arrestor 
type muffler be on your motorcycle 

or any motorized vehicle operating 
on the Forest.

Stay the Trail Colorado empha-
sizes never go out alone. Experienc-
ing the trails and backroads with 
a group is a fun proposition and 
highly recommended. If you’re like 
me and like to do a solo run, you can 
still do it. In this case, your partner 
is letting someone know where you 
are heading and then sticking to the 
route. Another option is investing 
in one of the many GPS tracking 
devices available which let you send 
text messages, so your loved ones 
don’t worry.

Other things Stay the Trail dis-
cusses is being aware out on the 
roads and trails. They, along with the 
Forest Service, advocate staying on 
the designated trail. If you have an 
obstacle, go over it with the proper 
amount of power required and don’t 
spin your tires. Always remember, 
you’re out there with other people 
enjoying the woods. Cars, horses, 
bicyclists, pedestrians, and wildlife 
are all obstacles that to be antici-
pated when out on the trail. Don’t 
ride around campgrounds or people 
out camping as they are there to 
enjoy the peace a quiet, so stay the 
trail and keep it as quiet as possible. 

The next time you’re in the 
neighborhood, stop into your local 
Forest Service office and get some 
good information on riding your 
motorcycle out on the National For-
est. Maybe the person at the front 
desk is a rider too and can share 
some great places to ride you hadn’t 
thought of. Most importantly, keep 
it safe and enjoy your National 
Forest.

Richard Trotter is the Visitor Infor-

mation Specialist with the San Juan 

Mountains Association in partner-

ship with the Rio Grande National 

Forest at the Saguache Ranger Dis-

trict. He enjoys motoring around 

the trails and backroads of the Rio 

Grande National Forest on his mo-

torcycle and old red Jeep Wagoneer.

LAND Continued from Page 1

Barlow is running the show this 
year while Bright will be riding 
in the race for the first time in 10 
years. The course is designed to 
test even the most experienced 
rider and has been dubbed the 
“good old-fashioned enduro” 
by participants for the last four 
years. People continuously rave 
about the course and love coming 
back for more every year.  

In addition to all the work that 

goes into the race every year, the 
Shady Burro Enduro gives back 
by donating to trail preservation 
organizations across the state to 
ensure the upkeep of events like 
the Shady Burro Enduro.  

This year’s event will be on 
Aug. 6 and 7 and will take place 
on designated trails north of 
Highway 160 which will mini-
mize traffic delays and highway 
crossings.

ENDURO Continued from Page 1
Lazier and Morningside String 

Band performing July 10
CREEDE — Courtney Lazier and 

the Morningside String Band will 
perform at Basham Park in Creede on 
Sunday, July 10, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Courtney Lazier and the Morningside 
String Band are a bluegrass-Americana 

group hailing from Steamboat Springs.
The Morningside String Band — 

Craig Thornhill, Paul Gepper and Tim 
Cunningham — is an acoustic trio that 
plays an eclectic mix of covers and 
originals, rooted in bluegrass, Ameri-

cana, blues, and reggae.
For more information, contact Creede 

Arts Council at creedearts@outlook.
com. To view the entire summer lineup, 
head to www.creedeartscouncil.com/
music-in-the-park.
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03 MEMORIALS
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EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
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10 APARTMENTS
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ANIMALS
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62 VANS
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

eStimated croP Water uSe

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.658-2848
121 N. Main

CreedeOpen Daily
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The Holy Moses

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
We are seeking a responsible, 
self motivated, “preferably” ex-
perienced Dental Assistant to 
join our team at Harding Dental 
Group where our patients experi-
ence the difference at the premiere 
dental practice in the San Luis Val-
ley.   Please email resumes to june@
hardingdentalgroup.com (8/3)

The Upper Rio Grande School Dis-
trict is accepting applications for a 
Head Custodian/Maintenance po-
sition.   Responsibilities include 
the supervision of custodial crew, 
scheduling daily cleaning routines, 
managing the day to day cleaning and 
maintenance operations of the school 
district, covering and/or scheduling 
coverage of school events, and 
availability to be on-call some 
weekends.  Please find an application 
on the district website dncsd.org and 
send completed applications to Demo 
Trujillo a dtrujillo@urtigers.co.  
Please contact (719) 657 - 4040 for 
questions.(8/3)  

Saguache County Land Use De-
partment is accepting applica-
tions for a fulltime second Code 

Enforcement Officer. Salary to be 
determined on experience starting at 
$35,000/year. Applicants must have 
a valid Colorado Driver’s License, 
must pass a criminal background 
check as well as a pre-employment 
drug test. The employment appli-
cation and job description can be 
found on www.saguachecounty.colo-
rado.gov, picked up at the Saguache 
County Administration Office, 505 
3rd Street, Saguache, CO or can 
be emailed to you, please contact 
April Quintana at 719-655-2231. 
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earthknack.com for full class descriptions, dates and pricing

  INTO THE HEART 
OF THE BUFFALO 
American Bison Processing Class April 23 - 25 

Traditional Hide Tanning Methods April 28 - May 3

 Ancestral Fire Making Techniques May 7 

Natural Fibers Fantastic 1st offering May 13 - 15  
2nd offering  May 20 - 22  

Earth Centered Living  June 2-5

Paleo Bread Baking with Natural Leavening  
August 6-7

Survival Plants of the Rocky Mountain West  
August 11 - 12

2022

Your Hometown Excavation & Dirt Work Experts

www.riograndecivil.com

22357 US Highway 160
Del Norte

719.850.0450
office@riograndecivil.com

Our heavy construction services include earthwork 
and flatwork, underground utility site work, septic 

systems, demolition, road development and 
maintenance, aggregate trucking and more.

Wednesday, July 20, 2022, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Original works by over 35 vendors from 6 states
Breakfast, Lunch, Ice Cream and 

Kettle Corn Available All Day 
Located at the South Fork Visitors Center

Highways 160 &149
719-873-5512 for more info

First Annual South Fork 
Arts and Crafts Festival

Valley Wide Classifieds

For Center and Saguache 
County. Writing and 

photography experience 
necessary. Send resume, 
writing and photography 

samples to Valley 
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 
81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

Applications will be accepted until 
filled. Saguache County is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. (7/27)

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Do you enjoy helping people find 
answers to a variety of questions 
with a positive attitude? Are you 
dependable and do you have a 
sense of responsibility in your work 
product? Do your friends marvel 
at your ability to multitask? If so, 
come work with us! The Alamosa 
County Clerk and Recorder’s Of-
fice is seeking an Administrative 
Technician-Motor Vehicles. The 
Administrative Technician works 
under the Chief Deputy Clerk to 
provide an assortment of services 
for Alamosa residents. Full time, full 
benefits. Applications may be picked 
up at Alamosa County Human Re-
source Office located at 8900-A In-
dependence Way or obtained online 
at www.alamosacounty.org. Inquiries 
may be directed to humanresources@
alamosacounty.org (7/28)

The Crestone Charter School has 
immediate openings for Office 
Manager, Business Manager, Cus-
todian, and SY22/23 openings for 
class aides, and non-CDL driver. 
Please explore crestone-charter-
school.org/employment to work at 
an awesome NE SLV school. Wages: 
$15-19/hr and salary starting at 
$35K with generous benefits, flex-
ible hours, great environment, and 
growth opportunities. Explore your 
future with us! (7/27)

Valley Lumber is hiring a seasonal 
possible full time driver/yard asso-
ciate. Salary based on experience. 
Duties include deliveries, loading/
unloading trucks, helping custom-
ers, and providing inventory support. 
Lumber yard experience a plus. The 
ability to work occasional Saturdays 
is necessary. Please apply in person 
at Valley Lumber 0981 North Hwy 
285, Monte Vista or call 719-852-
2481. (7/13)

Help Wanted-Creede School Dis-
trict Employment Opportunities 
K-12 ESS Teacher K-12 Interven-
tion Services Teacher To apply visit 
Creedek12.net  or call 719 658 2220 
for more information.(7/13)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a pump 
technician! This includes, but is not 
limited to, pulling & resetting water 
well pumps, shop time, cleaning & 
maintenance. Valid driver license and 
drug free are non-negotiable require-
ments. No experience required. Call 
719/852-2662 for more info, prefer 
drop-off of resumes in person at 
5492 US Hwy 160 E, east of Monte 
Vista.(7/27) 

Rio Grande County Sheriff ’s 
Office is seeking an Investigative 
Deputy. The position requires a 
minimum of 3 years’ experience 
and be Colorado P.O.S.T. Certified. 
The position performs technical and 
lead work in the areas of criminal in-
vestigation, evidence collection and 
analysis. Investigates crimes and traf-
fic accidents, collects and monitors 
the analysis of evidence. Must be 
21 years of age, pass background 
investigation and 5-panel drug test, 

including testing for marijuana. 
$21.70-$22.47 per hour depend-
ing on associated experience and 
education. Pick up and submit ap-
plications to Human Resources 925 
6th Street, Room 200, Del Norte, CO 
81132. Applications also available 
online at www.riograndecounty.org. 
Full County Benefits. (8/3) 
OFFICE MANAGER: Mountain 
King Potato has a full-time perma-
nent Office Manager position avail-
able for fast-paced office. We are 
looking for a dependable, highly or-
ganized person. Must have excellent 
communication skills and can multi-
task. Candidate should have an ac-
counting background with current 
experience in AR and AP. A working 
knowledge of Excel & MS Word. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
insurance and 401(K). Wages will be 
based on experience. E-Mail resumes 
and questions tomtnkingResumes@
mtnking.com (7/13)

Del Norte Jr/Sr High School is 
looking for an energetic and ex-
perienced candidate to serve as a 
Secondary / High School Science 
Teacher. Classes would include 
Biology, Chemistry, Integrated Sci-

ence, and  Anatomy.  Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able to obtain a 
Colorado Teaching License with a 
secondary Science endorsement. 
Please submit your application, 
resume, and cover letter to: Aaron 
Horrocks, URGSD Superintendent 
at ahorrocks@urtigers.co or contact 
Mr. Horrocks at 719-657-4040. Ap-
plications can be picked up at the 
District Office or online at www.
urtigers.co (7/13)



Page 6 — SLV Lifestyles — Wednesday, July 13, 2022

San Luis Valley
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A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin 719-398-3185

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

Valley Wide

Classifieds
The Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for Full-Time and/or Part-Time 
Dispatcher’s. Applicants must be 
21 years old and have a high school 
education or GED. Applicants 
must be proficient in computers, be 
able to multi-task, a problem solver. 
Applications must pass a criminal 
background check as well as a drug 
test. Medical, dental, vision benefits 
and 401-k options are available for 
Full-Time employees. Starting pay is 
$15.05. Applications may be picked 
up at the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office located at 530 5th St., Saguache, 
CO or by calling 719-655-2544. The 
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office is 
an equal opportunity employer. Posi-
tions are open until filled. (7/6)
Are you the type of person that 
writes down your receipts in a 
check register and then at the 
end of the month compares your 
bank statement to it? Do your co-
workers marvel at the way you can 
multitask with a smile? How would 
you like to use your skills to benefit 
the community you live in? Come 
work for us! The Alamosa County 
Treasurer’s Office is seeking an 
Accounting Tech II and Public 
Trustee Specialist to join our team. 
This position helps not only out 
Treasurer’s Office run effortlessly 
but other county offices as well. Full 
time, full benefits. $15.00 - $16.00/
hour DOE. Applications may be 
picked up at Alamosa County Human 
Resource Office located at 8900-A 
Independence Way or obtained online 
at www.alamosacounty.org. Inquiries 
may be directed to humanresources@
alamosacounty.org (7/6)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
2-bedroom, 4 car Garage in Center, 
CO. 1-bedroom apt next to house 
on 4 lots 175,000 OBO Call 719-
217-7886.

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good grass, 
easy access, power and ready to build 
on. Priced $109,000.  Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-873-1700. (7/29)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 GPM 
well water, 25 Shares of Rio Grande 
Canal, 3 decrees of good water rights 
out of Carnero Creek, fenced, new 
200 pipe corral calf feedlot, good 
production and locations. Call Bruce 
at Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-580-0770. (7/29)

23 Lawn and 

Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(7/25) TFN  

24 Garage Sales 
Two Family Yard Sale cleaning out 
storages everything must go 71 & 73 
Trosper Drive Saturday  July 16th, 
starting at 8:00 AM.
Huge-a-mous multi-family Yard n 
Workshop sale Sat Jul 30th- 10a-1p 
355 Christy Avenue, Saguache Cash 
n Carry - small bills. (7/27)

Antique Hoosier Hutch, Boat and 
Trailer, New and Used Misc., New 
Fishing Poles, Kitchen Ware. Fri-
day 7-15-22 7-5, Saturday 7-16-22 
7-2. 9726 S. County RD SE Monte 
Vista. 719-852-0500. (7-13)



Wednesday, July 13, 2022 — SLV Lifestyles — Page 7

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

This long time restaurant 
and laundry mat are a 
wonderful investment op-
portunity! You can either 
operate the business yourself, 
or invest and lease it out. Lo-
cated in the heart of Monte 
Vista, just off highway 160; 
the property comes with the 
land, building, and equip-
ment. Turn key and ready to 
go! Inquire within! $279,000 
MLS#791564

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$359,000 MLS#793404

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Just under 173 Acres with Stunning 
Views of the Sangre De Cristo Range 
and the San Luis Valley. Property is 
made up of 5 contiguous platted lots with 
BLM on north and east sides. Access is 
platted road to center of all lots. Some ar-
eas are heavily treed, with rock out-crop-
pings and pasture. Zoned Agricultural 
Ranching. No HOA, No Covenants. De-
sirable hunting in Unit 80. Secluded and 
quiet but just 20 minutes from town. Rare 
Find! PRICE REDUCED! $475,000 
MLS#793574

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
single level home is located in 
town of Monte Vista, close to 
the Park and other amenities. 
The home is towards the back of 
the lot giving it great privacy and 
a nice sized front yard. It has a 
large living room with fireplace 
making it very cozy. It has an 
open concept from Kitchen to the 
living room, New flooring and 
other upgrades. Inquire today. 
$430,000 MLS#794510

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Property located across county Rd 22 from airport 
with electric nearby. Protected by natural terrain and 
BLM land. Come check one of a kind views from pri-
vate yet close, about two miles from the Rio Grande 
River & three miles from town. Additional access from 
county Rd 15. Manufactured home on perm. founda-
tion, Water Well, septic, two car garage with optional 
furnishings and optional 10 KW solar & backup gener-
ator system on gated, graded, natural gravel road. Addi-

tional water well located on the NW 40 acre tract. A horse barn with electric and water in-
stalled (Stalls have been removed) Ride from property to nearby BLM & National Forest 
Land. Optional super hyd. sawmill with 50KW generator for power and some beetle kill 
logs and related equipment optional Cat 12 grader.  $895,000 MLS#794605

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Two vacant lots that are 
ready to build your dream 
home on in a great location 
in the town of Monte Vista. 
These lots already have wa-
ter, 220 electric, and sewer 
ready to implement into a 
foundation. This property 
has been surveyed and has all 
corners marked on the prop-
erty lines. Don’t miss out on 
this opportunity, call to view 
today! $40,000 MLS#795452

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This very well maintained energy efficient 
3 bedroom 2 bath house is just a short 
distance from the town of South Fork and 
Wolf Creek ski area! It offers an open living 
concept and has a large attached workshop/
garage with a wood stove, along with an ad-
ditional 2 car attached garage. You can leave 
this as a workshop or turn it into additional 
living space if desired. The windows are high 
quality quad pane from Northerm. This house 
comes with some of the furnishings and all ap-
pliances and can be used as a short term rental. Just a short walk to the Rio Grande 
River!! $450,000 MLS#795748

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 

at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 

$175.00, Delivery available. (12/28)

TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 

Call For Options and Prices. We 

Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-

erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 

Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 

3E, Monte Vista. (719)852-0500 

(7/27)

S T E E L S T O R A G E  C O N -

TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 

Modifications! Containers are water 

& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 

length. Call for more information and 

pricing. Healdworks, Inc. – Your 

Total Storage Solution! 719-850-

0346 (7/27)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 

Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 

Charge Controllers, and Batter-

ies in Brand Names of Outback, 

Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 

Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-

trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 

Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (7/27)

42 Feed & Seed
For Sale: Small Alfalfa bales $9 No 
rain and covered--local Call: 719-
480-2089 (7/13)

64 Autos for Sale
Two Cars — 2008 Prius 127,392 
miles, summer-winter tires and 
wheels $9000; 2003 Saturn Ion 
4-Door, 71,000 miles, $1,700. Call 
719-298-8512 or 719-766-1014 

65 Professional 

Services
We haul gravel for yard work and, 
we do small cement & fence jobs. 
We also do light landscaping. Call 
719-850-2027 (8/3) 

FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mow-
ing around homesteads and out 
buildings. Center, LaGarita Area. 
Call (715)699-3703 (7/27)

LICENSED PLUMBER does 

all types of plumbing repairs and 

plumbing remodels at reasonable 

rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 

available weekends and evenings. 

719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

(7/27) TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cov-

erings. Free measuring, free esti-

mates. Professional installation. 

Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 

Tony, 970-903-1403. 11/01 TFN

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ 

years-experience in carpentry, 

painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-

ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free 

Estimates 719-496-7630. 

Valley Wide Classifieds

Call Today!  719-852-3531

You’ll find 
yourself 

with 
money 
in your 
pocket 

and room 
in your 
garage 

when you 
sell your 

stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.
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Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 
- Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 108175 to 25678 for more info

TBD Shoshone 
Trail

10 acres of 
commercial 
land. EASY 
BUILD! 4 

miles East of 
South Fork. 

MLS#783371
$200,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

27000 US 
Hwy 160

28 acres on the 
Rio Grande 
with water 
well, 1-acre 
pond and 
1/2 mile of 
riverfront. 

MLS#785117
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134128 to 25678 for more info

20 E. River-
side Ct.

.8 acre lot 
near the 

Rio Grande. 
River Greens - 
borders open 
space pond. 

MLS#786879
$89,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134132 to 25678 for more info

5365 County Road 
15, South Fork

6 Bedroom 3 Bath 
RIVER HOME on 
9.5 acres. Fenced 
and cross-fenced 
for horses. Private 

little beach and 
island. VRBO OK. 

MLS#791124  
$887,000 

Owners Motivated!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

181 Navajo Road
3 Bedroom 

2 Bath home 
with 900 sq 
ft sunroom. 

Spacious and 
modern, 1 car 

attached garage. 
1/2 acre close to 

town, VRBO OK. 
MLS#793276    

$450,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 107876 to 25678 for more info

23 Fairway 
Drive

.28 acre lot 
- 100 yards 

to RGC Club-
house. On the 
10th fairway. 

Upscale 
Community. 
MLS#794077

$59,000

Steffens & Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 • South Fork
dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH 

FORK NATIVE with a love for the 

upper end of the San Luis Valley.

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

3D Virtual Tours Prompt, Easy Communication

Text for Info technology Video Walkthroughs

TEXT FOR INFO INSTRUCTIONS

 “Text xxxxx to 25678.” TRY IT.  Open a new text message!

To: 25678        Message:  134132

(each property has a unique number)

Use your phone 
camera to scan!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 139766 to 25678 for more info

577 Aspen Circle
On top of the 

world in Willow 
Park. 8.62 

acres in Gated 
community, 

Incredible views! 
MLS#787139

$127,000

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE!
$88,000 Beautiful 8.01 Acre parcel 
located in Crow’s Nest subdivision 

in South Fork, CO. Paved roads, city 
water and sewer with water tap that 
is currently paid. Wonderful moun-

tain views over looking the Rio 
Grande River and the town of South 
Fork. Your perfect location to build 
your dream home. Moments away 

from Gold medal fly fishing, hiking, 
camping, skiing, 4 wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Call 

and schedule your showing today! MLS #775764
0 Escondida Drive • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Under 

Contract

LOOK IMPROVED PRICE
$66,900 Seller Motivated!

This Parcel is located in the mountain 
town of South Fork, Colorado. 

Located in the majestic San Juan 
Mountains. You will find a variety 
of historic motels, hotels, medical 
clinic, grocery store, repair shops 

restaurants, shopping for the active 
sportsman, RV and ATV dealers. The 
avid golfer will enjoy the play at Rio 
Grande Golf Club and Resort.  The 

winter sport opportunities are boundless as well. Wolf Creek Ski Area is fa-
mous for the most snow in the country and only 20 minutes away. South Fork, 
Co is a popular destination for skiing and those who love snowmobiling, four 
wheeling, hiking and camping. Come enjoy this majestic place. MLS #781184

SOLD

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Wonderful custom home site 
located on the Rio Grande 
Golf Course in South Fork, 
Colorado. Beautiful fairway 
and mountain views and just 

moments from the Rio Grande 
River. A perfect place to to 
build your dream home or 

vacation home with year round 
access and public South Fork 

water and sewer. Enjoy the beautiful outdoors, great golfing, fishing 
and magnificent skiing at Wolf Creek during the winter season. Call 

and schedule your viewing today! $62,900  MLS #784728
134 Rio Grande Club Trail • South Fork 

Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

2.07 AC Lot in beautiful Beaver 
Mountain Estates. Level building 
site with views of the surrounding 
mountains. Plenty of wildlife roam 

this area and are a joy to see, in-
cluding mule deer and wild turkeys. 
Central sewer and water tap, paved 
roads and local utilities. Moments 
away from the South Fork River, 

Rio Grande River, national forest, champion golf club and Wolf Creek 
ski area. Call and schedule your showing today! 82,500  MLS #788938

651 Escondida Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD
Thinking of Selling 

Your Home?
If so, I can help!

Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531
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