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VALLEY — Nominations have 
opened for the 2022 “Best of the San 
Luis Valley” contest co-sponsored 
by the Valley Courier and Valley 
Publishing.

The nominations will continue 
through Sept. 9, but voting will begin 
on Sept. 1 through Sept. 28. Winners 
will be announced on Oct. 26.

To make nominations and vote, use 
the accompanying QR code or go to 
the Valley Courier website, or any of 
the six Valley Publishing websites, 
or  https://alamosavalleycourier.
secondstreetapp.com/Best-of-the-
San-Luis-Valley-2022/

Nominate now 
for ‘Best of SLV’

McCarroll 
speaking at VIBE 
Meeting on Sept. 6
MONTE VISTA  — The 

OptiMystics Citizens Action 
Network’s next Very Important 
Business Engagement (VIBE) 
Meeting is at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, at Rain Brews at Grammy’s 
Kitchen in Downtown Monte Vista. 

Tara McCarroll, a Master Tax 
Advisor with H&R Block, is the 
guest speaker and will be starting her 
discussion at 6:15 p.m. Door prizes 
will be given out. VIBE Meetings 
are scheduled for the first Tuesday 
of each month.

For more information, visit 
https://optimystics.org/vibe.

RG County Clerk’s 
Office has new 
business hours

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — 
The Rio Grande County Clerk’s 
Office has announced new business 
hours. Beginning Aug. 22, the 
Clerk’s office will be open Monday 
through Thursday from 7 a.m. to 5 
p.m. It will be closed on Fridays. 
It is hoped that the extended hours 
will better serve the working public.

For more information, call 719-
657-3334.

Candlelight vigil for 
MV teen on Aug. 28

MONTE VISTA — There will 
be a candlelight vigil for Aaliyah, the 
recent victim of a shooting resulting in 
her death, at 7 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
28, at Fulenwider Park in Monte Vista. 

The community is invited to come 
join her family, classmates and friends 
as a show of support in their cry 
for justice, peace and in a night of 
remembrance.

By Patrick Shea

HOOPER  — Mysteriously 
mutilated at King Ranch near the 
foot of Mt. Blanca in 1967, the body 
of Snippy the horse has had a long 
journey over the decades, ultimately 
landing at the UFO Watchtower north 
of Hooper in 2021.

“I said all along that she belonged 
here because she was UFO-related,” 
noted UFO Watchtower founder 
Judy Messoline. “And the families 
who owned the horse and ranch said 
that too.”

Messoline spent the last eight years 
trying to corral Snippy, but tracking 
the Appaloosa was a challenge. The 
full mystery began on Sept. 7, 1967, 
when the 3-year-old did not show up 
for food and water. Two days later, 

Snippy’s owner and the King Ranch 
operator discovered what they said was 
“a murder by forces not of this world.”

“She was totally stripped from the 
nose to the shoulder,” Messonline 
said of the discovery. “All that was 
left were bones. There were no organs 
in the body cavity. They cut the skull 
open to get to the brain, but there was 

Mystery horse on display at UFO Watchtower

After she acquired Skippy in 
August 2021, UFO Watchtower 
owner Judy Messoline received 

help from Jay Young at Colorado 
Gators. Young built a museum 

structure for the horse, an 
addition to the original dome 

structure.

Photo by Patrick Shea

Please see SNIPPY on Page 2A

MOSCA — Great Sand Dunes National Park 
and Preserve is hosting a dark sky celebration 
on Saturday, Aug. 27, from 6:30 to 11 p.m. 
at the outdoor amphitheater. Far from the 
light pollution of urban areas, Great Sand 
Dunes protects some of Colorado’s darkest 
night skies. This free event will celebrate and 
educate visitors about the benefits of dark sky 
preservation.

The event begins with a 30-minute “Birds of 
Prey” presentation at 6:30 p.m. by the Nature 
and Wildlife Discovery Center in Pueblo. 
Shortly following the presentation, visitors 
will have the chance to meet owls rehabilitated 
at the Nature and Wildlife Discovery Center.

A kids’ activity and information table will 
be set up at 7:30 p.m. for visitors of all ages 
to learn about reducing light pollution and 
appreciating the dark skies.

Staffed tables will provide astronomy 
information, handouts, and the Junior Ranger 
Night Explorer activity book. Upon completion 
of this activity book, kids can earn a special 
night sky patch.

A ranger-led program will begin at 8:30 
p.m. followed by multiple telescope viewings 
of planets and deep sky objects. The event 
concludes at 11 p.m. but stargazers are 
encouraged to continue enjoying the dark skies 
after the event.

This event relies on good weather and dark 
conditions, so visitors are advised to bring 
red light flashlights and headlamps to protect 
their night vision and wear warm and layered 
clothing due to nighttime temperatures. The 
information table will provide red cellophane 
and rubber bands to convert white lights to 

Great Sand Dunes to host dark sky celebration  

Please see DARK on Page 2A

By Patrick Shea

CENTER — More than 24 racers 
registered for the inaugural “Center 
Drags” competition at Leach Airfield 
on Aug. 20. 

Fans in the grandstands swelled 
to more than 200 throughout the 
afternoon, and as Center Mayor and 
starting gun official Tony Garcia said 
in passing between races, “It’s going 
to be a long time before this smile 
leaves my face.”

Airport Manager Jeb Ellithorpe 
deserves credit for Garcia’s smile and 
the positive response from racers, fans, 

Fans, racers celebrate first drag races in Center

Photo by Patrick Shea

Unbeaten all afternoon, the blue Tesla reportedly hit 118 mph on every race at Leach Airfield on Aug. 20. Please see RACES on Page 8A

Please see MEETING on Page 2A

Rio Grande County handles regular business at August meeting
By LyndSie FerreLL

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — 
Rio Grande County Commissioners 
discussed several topics and worked 
through regular business with county 
officials during their meeting on 
Wednesday, Aug. 17.

First on the agenda was Rio Grande 
County Finance Director Amanda 
Klapperich, who announced that the 
Rio Grande County Victim Advocate, 
Courtney Arthur, received grant funding 

through the Victims of Crime Act. The 
funding will pay for Arthur’s services 
for the next two years. According to 
Klapperich, the funding awarded will 
cover 85 percent of Arthur’s salary and 
fringe benefits. 

In addition, Klapperich also spoke 
to the county about the use of the new 
Tyler Programming that was installed 
as a financial accounting system and 
the benefits of using the system to 
delegate accounts payable. Klapperich 
stated that by using the system to make 

payments, there was potential to save 
the county an estimated $6,000 a year 
in product, time and resources. 

Next on the agenda was the renewal 
of the Intergovernmental Agreement 
(IGA) between the Rio Grande County 
Sheriff’s Office and the Sargent School 
District for a School Resource Officer. 
This IGA has been in place for several 
years and is renewed at the beginning 
of the school year. It provides law 
enforcement coverage for the school 
district.

The IGA states, “The purpose of 
the Agreement is for the Rio Grande 
County Sheriff to assign a deputy 
sheriff to provide law enforcement 
services as a full-time School 
Resource Officer (SRO) at the 
Sargent School. The deputy will work 
with school personnel in presenting 
alcohol and other drug prevention 
education programs; maintaining a 
safe campus environment at each 
school; serving as a law enforcement 
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OBituary

Gained his wings Aug. 14, 2022. 
Bob was born in Santa Ana, Calif., 
on Oct. 5, 1933, to Wilber and 
Bernice (Owens) Lewis. 

He grew up in Tustin, Calif., 
where he graduated from high 
school. Bob and his friends built 
the first dragster car and were 
noted in the Hot Rod magazine.

Then he went off to the Army 
from 1953 to 1955, finishing his 
service time in the USAR.

Bob eventually moved to Texas, 
where hie was in the Western wear 
business. He had his own store, 
Bob’s Western Wear and boot 
and shoe repair for 35 years in 
Borger, Texas.

After selling the store and 
retiring, Bob and his wife, Yvonne, 
moved to Del Norte, to live 
their dream in their cabin in the 
mountains. Live the dream they 
did. Bob opened Bob’s Boot and 
Shoe Repair in Del Norte, and Bob 
and Yvonne worked at the liquor 
store for quite a few years.

In 2019, they moved to 

Hutchinson, Kan., to be near 
family for health reasons.

Bob was always willing to 
help others in times of need, was 
an avid fisherman, adventurous 
daredevil, whether it be on land 
or water. He was a huge NASCAR 
and Dale Earnhardt fan. He lived 
life to the fullest and had many 
accomplishments. No one could 
ever argue the love he had for 
animals, especially dogs.

A loving husband, father and 
granddad, he is survived by his 
wife of the home for 38 years, 
five children, Ryan (Jaime) 
Lewis, Nicole Lewis, Lesa (Tim) 
Edwards, Crystal Kelly and Julie 
Edwards, 10 grandchildren, 
Dylan, Ella, and Jase Lewis — 
Joshua, Jeremy, and Jennifer 
Taylor — Preston and Dalton 
Black — Stetson and Bailey Kelly, 
and 11 great-grandchildren.

Bob has asked in lieu of flowers, 
please donate to Conour Animal 
Shelter, 2825 Sherman Ave., 
Monte Vista, CO 81144.

Robert ‘Bob’ Lewis

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between Aug. 
15 and Aug. 22, 2022.

Sheriff personnel handled people, 
property, and traffic. In addition to two 
abandoned vehicles, deputies dealt 
with one theft and one case of property 
damage. They also monitored 14 
controlled burns and responded to 
one structure fire. 

Assisting citizens and other 
agencies, staff provided information, 
helped with five ambulance rides, 

assisted with two search and rescue 
operations, and conducted two 
welfare checks. They also addressed 
four civil disputes, one protection 
order violation, harassing phone calls, 
an animal problem, criminal mischief, 
and suspicious activity. On the roads, 
the department made 16 traffic stops. 

ARRESTS
• A 48-year-old Canon City man 

who posted a $50,000 bond for 
attempted murder at KV Estates in 
July 2021 failed to appear on his court 
date and was arrested on Aug. 19, 
2022. Bail is set for $75,000.

Saguache cOunty SheriFF’S rePOrt

no brain.”
Investigators found no blood either. 

Snippy’s nearest footprints were 100 
feet away. According to Messoline, 
“The entire area around her was 
radioactive.”

During the investigation, United 
States Forest Service ranger Duane 
Martin checked the area with a 
Geiger counter, registering unusually 
high counts for a few hundred yards 
surrounding the corpse.

According to Snippy’s owner Nellie 
Lewis at the time, when she touched a 
piece of horse flesh caught on a bush, 
it burned her hand. More than a dozen 
burn marks suggested landing spots for 
some kind of equipment not far from 
Snippy’s body.

Following the investigation in 1967, 
Snippy’s bones jumped between eight 
locations until 2021. First, she was on 
display at a museum in Alamosa.

Then Adams State College displayed 
her until staff put her in a boxcar for 
storage. Years later, when the school 
auctioned off the boxcar, Snippy was 
still in it. The man with the highest 
bid ran a motel on Highway 285, and 
she stayed in that boxcar for another 
20 years.

When the motel owner died, Dells 
Insurance displayed Snippy before 
putting her on eBay for $50,000. No 
one bought her.

Next, Snippy went to a storage unit 
in Alamosa for a few years. When the 
building owners put the facility up for 
sale, they transferred the horse skeleton 
to a small storage unit across the street. 
This was when the widow of the heir 
who had Snippy contacted Messoline 
with an offer.

“She and I came to an agreement on 
the price,” Messonline remembered. 
“So, I bought her. Snippy will never 
leave this place, period.”

Messoline grew up in Wheat 
Ridge and moved from Golden to her 
property north of Hooper in 1995. She 
and her husband had cattle and horses, 
but they had to sell them eventually. 
More than 20 years later, she now 
has nine cows and calves that stress 
her budget.

Messoline’s 600 acres don’t offer 
much for cattle to eat. Although 
summer rains have helped douse the 
San Luis Valley this year, “The weeds 
only started to show up three weeks 
ago,” Messonline said.

“From the time I moved here, all 
I heard were UFO stories from the 
locals. I just giggled and said, ‘we need 
a UFO watchtower,’ never thinking 
I would ever do it. I was working at 
the gas station in Hooper,” Messoline 
recounted, “and one of the local 
farmers told me, ‘We need a UFO 
watchtower, and you would have fun 
doing it,’ So I did. And I have had a 
lot of fun.”

For the most part, the 77-year-old 
Messoline runs the attraction by 
herself. But after she broke her leg in 
2016, a woman named Annie has been 
returning to help during the summer 
months when the facility is open seven 
days a week. When winter hits, it’s only 
open on weekends between October 
and the end of March.

“I’ve had all these psychics come in, 
and they’ve said that there are two large 
vortexes out front. They described a 
vortex as a portal to a parallel universe. 
The other thing they said is that there 
are two large beings here to protect the 
entrances to the vortex, but they are 
also here to help. We had one girl who 
had been trying for like eight years to 
get pregnant,” Messoline said. “She 
came to the garden here and asked for 
help. Then she showed up a year later 
to show me her baby.”

Messoline maintains a guest book 
and reported more than 10,000 visitors 
a year in 2020 and 2021. As of August, 

the numbers indicate fewer visits this 
year, perhaps 5,000.

Messoline has confirmed 29 UFO 
visits over the Valley herself, and 
reports of strange light in the skies over 
the Valley date back to the 1500s. As of 
August 2022, she has 290 documented 
sightings from the UFO Watchtower.

Messoline hosted an annual 
conference for years, drawing 
UFO enthusiasts from around the 
world. Although she hasn’t had an 
official gathering for a long time, the 
Watchtower is a safe haven for people 
who want to share their observations 
free of ridicule.

The museum housing Snippy at the 
Watchtower today is filling up with 
more artifacts and improvements. 
As part of the agreement, Messoline 
will install a plexiglass enclosure to 
protect Snippy’s fragile bone structure. 
As history passes, she will add more 
information and continue to provide a 
venue for sharing UFO observations.

Photo by Patrick Shea

People visit the ‘Healing Garden’ 
outside the UFO Watchtower to 
drop off memorable items and see 
what others have left behind.

SNIPPY Continued from Page 1A

less harmful red ones. In case of 
inclement weather, the event may 
be canceled.

On a clear, moonless night one 
can see thousands of stars, including 
the Milky Way, stretching across the 
sky. Whether attendees want to see 
the Milky Way, planets, and nebulae 
for the first time or simply desire a 

better connection with a true night 
sky, this free event aims to deliver 
opportunities to understand why dark 
skies are an important resource.

For more information about this 
event, contact the visitor center at 
719-378-6395 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., daily. Visit the park’s website 
at www.nps.gov/grsa.

DARK Continued from Page 1A

problem-solving resource person and 
in providing appropriate response 
to any on-campus or school related 
criminal activity.”

Rio Grande County Sheriff Anne 
Robinson explained the reason for the 
IGA and said the sheriff’s office would 

be re-evaluating the agreement soon 
to account for the pay increase that 
was issued earlier this year. Robinson 
said she would be speaking with the 
Sargent School District before the next 
renewal period to negotiate the cost 
split in the IGA.

MEETING Continued from Page 1A

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa Live 
Music Association’s Sundays at 
Six concludes on Aug. 28 with the 
funkalicious rockin-roots from Elder 
Grown at 6 p.m. at Cole Park. Check 
them out at https://eldergrownmusic.
com/. 

The MOKI food truck will be on 
site selling some local dinner items. 
Visit www.almaonline.org/, for more 
information. People are asked to 
bring non-perishable items for the 
food drive to benefit the Alamosa 
Food Pantry.

Sundays at Six concluding 
with Elder Grown

 Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Letter

OPiniOn & editOriaL

Clear Sky
Last night, Aug. 14, it was 9:10 and 

I went to close the front door. But 
when I looked outside first, the sky 
was clear, and I could see stars. We 
had rain in the afternoon and usually 
the sky stays cloudy. So, I went out 
the backdoor and looked all over the 
sky. There weren’t clouds anywhere!

So, I put on a jacket and stayed 
out for almost 30 minutes. The moon 
wasn’t up yet, so the sky was dark and 
clear, and full of stars. It took about 10 
minutes for my eyes to adjust to the 
dark sky, and the stars kept picking 
up. Of course, I kept seeing the Milky 
Way and all the stars around it.

It’s unlikely there is anyone around 
here that has not used Amazon to 
order stuff, or at least has heard of it. 
It’s the Sears catalog of the modern 
age and those of you old enough 
to recall such a book know how 
many hours we all spent perusing 
the pages of wishes. And no matter 
how much was in those old catalogs, 
Amazon and the internet have made 
them pale in comparison as now the 
choices are endless and the delivery 
almost flawless. And having said 
that, regardless of the times my 
packages somehow do not arrive, 
Ol’ Dutch has had pretty good luck 
so far. Well, until last week.

Son #1 let me know early this 
summer that he won a trip to New 
Mexico with a bunch of professional 
elk callers called Elkbros.com. Yah. 
Look it up. These guys don’t guide 
you to elk, but they coach you how 
to call and what the elk are saying, 
particularly the females. If only 
there was someone like that for us 
humans so that we could learn what 
the female of our species is saying, 
the world would line right up for that 
knowledge.

In the ensuing conversations with 
these boys, I soon found out that I, 
too, am invited along on said trip as 
a caller and I think even more so as a 
pack mule when they are successful. 
They suggested that I bring the ATV 
and so a quick inspection of said 
scooter showed that new tires were 
in order so as to not have a flat in 
some far away foreign land across 
the border. Lucky for me Miss Trixie 
had been ordering tires like that for 
friends here in South Fork and so a 
simple click of a button got them 
on the way here from Ching Chong 
somewhere.

Ol’ Dutch waited with bated breath 
(Miss Trixie said it smelled like that 
too) for the arrival of said rubbers and 
when they came, only two showed 
up. Long conversations ensued with 
the phone support team in New 
Delhi, India and soon a new set was 
on the way…they said. Again, only 
two arrived and since they were the 
same two front tires as before, I could 
not combine them for a set of four. 
At which point I had to bring in the 
big guns of the return world and get 
Miss Trixie involved. I don’t know if 
you know her but when she gets on a 
mission it’s like a bulldog who won’t 
let go and what ensued was some 
very direct and sharp conversations 

Editor,
Thank you for your generous 

donation to our 4-H FFA Livestock 
Sale Fund and making this investment 
in support of the youth of our 
community — local donors include: 
Beiriger and Sons, RG Bank, Miller 
Coors, Ramstetter Farms, Farm 
Service Center, Compost Tech, Biel 
Crop Consulting, Price Farms, Gerald 
and Vicki Myers, Brian Roberts, 
DDS, Mac and Bailey Mondragon, 
Richard and Marilyn Eagles, David 
and Linda Warsh, Tyler and Kaylene 
Keffen, Russell Brown, J&J Circles/
Janet Myers, Lars Worker, Ponderosa 
Partnership, Skip and Sue McClure, 
Mt. Valley Logistics, Ponderosa 
Partnership, Aspen Produce, Lee A. 
Consaul Co. Inc., Eric Ellithorpe, Ken 

and Dallas Anderson, McNitt Produce, 
Howey Farms, Nissen Farms, Debra 
Upton, Gunbarrel Station, Lewis 
Entz, Monte Vista Elks, Saguache 
County, Don and Billie Carpenter, 
Judy Crawley, Bartee Ranch, Dan and 
Denise Temple, Jim Ford Farms, and 
Mark Gibson.

As a result of your generosity, we 
were able to reward the efforts of 
11 of our San Luis Valley youth by 
purchasing five lambs and six goats 
for a total of $14,134.30. Due to 
the great support of several Valley 
businesses, individuals and other 
purchasing groups like ours most of 
the livestock had a return of $1,100 
or more. Rest assured any money 
left in the Center Kiwanis 4-H FFA 
Livestock Sale Fund will be held until 

next year’s Junior Livestock Auction.
We, and the youth of the Valley, thank 

you. It is only through your support that 
we are able to do projects of this type. 
Or any project for that matter. We are 
always seeking new members, who 
would like to assist the furtherance of 
our local youth and community. If you 
would like to visit and see what else 
we do, please feel free to drop in at 
the Center Kiwanis Hall any Monday 
evening and join us for one of our 
meetings. We will even feed you.

We invite you to join us for an open 
house from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Aug. 
29. We will be cooking hamburgers 
and hot dogs.

Kenneth Bartee

Center Kiwanis Club 4-H 

Livestock Fund Chairman

Amazon’ed

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

with the folks at Amazon to get this 
corrected.

From the other room, I could hear 
telling the folks what was acceptable 
to her and, by extension “us,” I guess. 
Resolution was soon at hand.

Which got me to thinking — a 
dangerous situation for Ol’ Dutch 
according to Miss Trixie — that as 
long as she is yelling at them, she is 
leaving me alone and so I am going 
to be ordering a lot more hunting and 
fishing gear just to keep the peace in 
our family.

Miss Trixie is my own Amazonian 
woman both in stature and in deed; 
I do love that woman. I can recall 
when first meeting her that, unlike 
some little stick figure of a woman 
who sat at home knitting doilies, 
Miss Trixie would be a great help in 
hauling out elk, bear and deer from 
the forest. So, I quickly tricked her 
into coming along on the journey 
with me, which has worked out just 
right so far.

She’ll be missed on the hunt in 
New Mexico, but it’s a men-only trip 
as the other guys just don’t know a 
good pack mule when they see one. 
Did that come out right?

If you are wanting to get some 
excellent advice and coaching on elk 
hunting in the West, look up elkbros.
com and join up to learn all you can 
about finding elk. It’s well worth the 
$50 and their calls are the easiest to 
use I have ever found and only $8.60 
each. Tell Ole Joe, I sent you. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.

com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 

at TroutRepublic.

Center Kiwanis thankful for 
Livestock Sale Fund support

yOur night Sky
By darLene dankO

I looked for 
meteor showers, 
but I didn’t see any 
since it was still 
early. But I did see 
a few airplanes flying 
around. What was 
interesting was low in 
the north. At first, it was 
just flashing lights from 
lightning up toward Creede. 
But then I realized that it 
happened frequently, and I thought 
that maybe it was Perseid Meteor 
Shower up north. We’ll never really 
know, but it happened so fast that 
I thought it was the meteor shower 
up north.

The new moon is on Aug. 27, but 

the sky will be dark a few days before 
and after that. So, hopefully the sky 
will be clear so we can look at all 
the stars. If that happens, I will take 
out my telescope. It’s been so cloudy 
this summer that I haven’t had my 
telescope out at all.

Subscribe Online!

.com
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GREELEY — The Costilla 
County Sheriff’s Office recently 
announced that a 25-year-old 
Greeley man was arrested in 
connection with a shooting in 
Costilla County on Aug. 13.

F o l l ow ing  a  w eek - long 
investigation, a warrant was issued 
for Rondell W. Brown. Brown was 
arrested at his home in the evening 
hours of Friday, Aug. 19, CCSO 
reported.

Brown was taken to the Weld 
County Jail where he was being 
held on $150,000 bond and faces 
charges of suspicion of second-
degree murder and three counts of 

felony menacing.
Jesus Lozano, 51, was shot at a 

rural property owned by his fiancé 
in the 900 block of Wilking Way 
on Saturday, Aug. 13. He was later 
pronounced dead at an Alamosa 
hospital, CCSO reported.

Preliminary information is that 
there may have been a disturbance 
at the residence leading up to the 
shooting, CCSO reported. It’s 
believed that Brown was a family 
acquaintance. 

Deputies with the Costilla 
County Sheriff’s Office, with 
assistance from the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation, continue 
to investigate the incident.

Sasha Chacon, 32, is accused of 
murder in the first degree. 

Cheyenne Goins, 21, was allegedly 
murdered in Alamosa County.

Elisa Salas, 29, is accused of murder 
in the first degree.

Preliminary hearing scheduled in Goins’ murder case
By PriSciLLa WaggOner

ALAMOSA — Two defendants 
arrested for their alleged involvement 
in the death of Cheyenne Goins are 
scheduled for a preliminary hearing 
on Aug. 29.

Alamosa residents Sasha Chacon, 
32, and Elisa Salas, 29, face 
four felony charges in the case, 
including suspicion of murder in 
the first degree, aggravated robbery, 
tampering with a deceased human 
body and tampering with physical 
evidence. 

A third resident of Alamosa, 
Lucas Antonio Salas, 34, was also 
considered a person of interest in the 
crime but was killed in an officer-
involved shooting in Northglenn 
on Aug. 18, 2021, prior to an arrest 
warrant being issued. 

According to court documents 
obtained from the Alamosa County 
Clerk of Courts office, Goins, 21, 
of Alamosa was last seen by her 

family on Aug. 7, 2021, at a family 
celebration for her son’s birthday. 

On Aug. 12, 2021, Goins was 
reported missing to the Alamosa 
Police Department (APD) by her 
grandparents, Jonathan and Mary 
Sandoval. The Sandovals, who 
were the primary caretakers of 
Goins’ toddler son, told APD that 
it was the longest period they had 
gone without contact from their 
granddaughter.  

An investigation was launched 
and APD was informed by Goins’ 
younger sister, Alanna, that she 
had received a text message from 
Cheyenne at 11 p.m. on Aug. 7, 
stating that Goins was getting a ride 
to the Bank Shot bar. 

APD then learned that Goins was 
at the Bank Shot in the company of 
Chacon and Salas at 1 a.m. on Aug. 8. 

Although Chacon, who cooperated 
with APD, had allegedly told people 
that Goins left the bar with three men 

and she did not see her again, it was 
later discovered that Goins, Chacon 
and Salas allegedly left the Bank 
Shot together in a car driven by a 
friend of Goins’ who took them to 
the Loaf ‘n Jug at Highway 17 and 
Highway 160. 

Once there, the four waited for 
Elias Salas, Lucas Salas’ niece, to 
arrive. In an interview with law 
enforcement, the friend said after 
Elisa Salas arrived, Goins, Chacon 
and Lucas got into Elisa’s car. He 
told investigators he left at that time 
and did not see Goins again. 

Two interviews were conducted 
with Chacon, the first by APD just 
a day after Goins was reported 
missing and the second by ACSO a 
day before law enforcement officials 
obtained legal access to excavate the 
grave where they were told Goins 
was buried.

Elisa Salas was interviewed by 
law enforcement after Lucas was 
killed in a shoot-out with Northglenn 
police and was taken into custody at 
the scene. 

Although the accounts of both 
defendants are conflicting on several 
points, both Chacon and Elisa Salas 
told law enforcement that Chacon, 
Elisa and Lucas Salas had driven with 
Goins to a place near the “wetlands” 
of Mount Blanca in the early morning 
hours of Aug. 8 when Lucas had 
allegedly murdered Goins. 

Goins’ body was then moved to 
the site where she was discovered 
by law enforcement officials.

Neither woman admitted to 
participating in the murder, only 
assisting — in conflicting ways — 
with moving Goins’ body.

It was subsequently learned, 
through an interview conducted by 
law enforcement with an individual 
who had spoken with Lucas Salas 
after the murder, that he murdered 
Goins for difficulties she had 
previously had with both Chacon 
and Elisa Salas. Lucas Salas also 
told the man that both women had 
participated in the murder.

Mult ip le  law enforcement 
agencies were involved in the 
investigation, including Alamosa 
Police Department, Alamosa County 
Sheriff ’s Office, the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation, and several 
other assisting agencies.

Goins’ death was ruled a homicide 
by the El Paso County Coroner who 
stated her death was the result of 
multiple stab wounds, excessive 
loss of blood and a collapsed lung.

Chacon and Elisa Salas are scheduled 
for a preliminary hearing in the case 
on Aug. 29. Should the judge rule that 
there is enough evidence to charge both 
defendants in the crime, the case will 
be bound over to district court where 
it will begin proceedings.

Greeley man arrested after deadly 
shooting in Costilla County
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SAN LUIS VALLEY  — 
Whether you are a person doing 
your own back yard gardening 
or someone who does it for a 
living, the Colorado Master 
Gardener program may be for 
you.  The Colorado Master 
Gardener program is a program 
where you learn about gardening 
in Colorado. The first step is to 
apply between Sept. 1 and Oct. 
16, at ColoradoMasterGardener.
org.

The 15 gardening classes 
include vegetable gardening, tree 
care, diagnosing problems, weed 
control, plant pathology, soils 
and some time spent on mountain 
gardening. This Colorado Master 
Gardener program will be taught 
online, starting in January 2023, 
and going through April 2023.

The program has two tracts — 
volunteer and non-volunteer. 

• Volunteer tract — If a person 
has time to volunteer to teach 
horticulture to others, they can 
take the class for a reduced fee. By 
agreeing to be a volunteer the fee is 
reduced to $200. With the reduced 
fee the volunteer agrees to provide 
50 hours of volunteer time back to 
Colorado State University and the 
San Luis Valley through the local 
Extension Office after they have 
completed the classes.

• Non-volunteer tract — It is 
called the Colorado Gardener 
Certificate. Those who chose 
this program will not provide the 
volunteer hours to Colorado State 
University and the San Luis Valley. 
Those following the Colorado 
Gardener Certificate tract are also 
not a Colorado Master Gardener. 
They are not eligible to call 
themselves a “Master Gardener.” 
This tract pays the full fee of $530. 
There are a limited number of 
scholarships available which cover 
half of the fee.

The application period opens 
Sept. 1 and closes Oct. 16, and the 
first step is to apply. As is required 
of all Colorado State University 
volunteers, a background check and 
reference checks are required. After 
the background check is completed, 
you will be able to register and pay 
for the course in December and start 
the classes in January 2023.

You can learn more and apply 
online at ColoradoMasterGardener.
org. You can also learn more from 
the SLV Area Extension Office by 
calling, emailing, or stopping in at 
1899 East Hwy. 160, Monte Vista. 
Phone 719-852-7381. Email Larry 
Brown at L.Brown@colostate.
edu or Jennifer Norris at Jennifer.
Norris@colostste.edu 

CSU Extension programs are 
available to everyone.

Colorado Master 
Gardener program 
application period 

opens Sept. 1

SuBmitted articLe

CREEDE — For two days only, 
on Aug. 26 and 27, Creede Repertory 
Theatre (CRT) will present its 10th 
Annual Headwaters New Play Festival, 
welcoming audiences back for live, 
in-person staged readings after last 
season’s virtual presentations.

The  new Mains tage /Ruth 
Commissions process allows CRT to 
support the work of new and returning 
playwrights by collaborating through 
a series of workshops and staged 
readings of never-produced plays. This 
process brings diverse voices to CRT 
stages, and that work often results in 
a full-scale production.

This year’s selections include “A 
Better Place” by Michael Perlman, 
“Mountain Octopus” by Beth Kander  
and the World Premiere of CRT’s 
2022 Young Audience Outreach Tour 
production, “Casa Alfonsa,” with book 
and lyrics by Diana Grisanti and music 
by Emiliano Messiez.

“One third of CRT’s productions 
over the past 20 years have been 
World Premieres,” said Producing 
Artistic Director John DiAntonio, 
who was fundamental in the creation 
and development of the festival. 
“New works allow us to see beyond 
ourselves, delving into stories of 
expansive human experience. That 
is something we are excited to share 
with our audiences.”

A $40 festival pass includes two 
brand-new readings, the World 
Premiere of the 39th Annual Young 
Audience Outreach Tour production of 
“Casa Alfonsa” and a catered brunch 
with the artists on Sunday, Aug. 28 at 
10 a.m., at the new Cliffside Patio. To 

Photo courtesy of CRT

CRT’s annual Headwaters New 
Play Festival is Aug. 26-27

reserve a pass or for more information 
about any of the shows, visit www.
creederep.org, call the box office at 
719-658-2540 (Option 1) or email 
boxoffice@creederep.com.

More About the Plays
Perlman’s “A Better Place” is 

a heartfelt and funny play that 
encourages us to discover how families 
are built, broken and created anew. 
Featuring an all-star cast including 
Christy Brandt, Anne Faith Butler, 
Tony King and Caitlin Wise, this 
reading is directed by Christopher 
Windom. Irene and Deb live a quiet 
life in a remote mountain town, far 
away from the troubles of the world. 
What happens when cousin Lily 
and her boyfriend Curtis arrive with 
unexpected news that brings troubles 
for all four to face together? Find out 
Friday, Aug. 26 at 10:30 a.m., in the 
Ruth Theatre.

In “Mountain Octopus,” Henry-
award-winning playwright Kander 
explores the dynamics in a small town 
full of quirky characters who gather to 

patch up what’s broken one year after 
a tragic loss. Nothing goes quite as 
planned. Directed by Minita Gandhi, 
this poignant and funny play with 
a touch of magical realism features 
Kate Berry, Diana Dresser, Graham 
Ward, Teonna Wesley and other 
CRT favorites. Join us as “Mountain 
Octopus” reminds you of the simple 
power of a good story. Saturday, Aug. 
27 at 10:30 a.m., in the Ruth Theatre.

CRT’s flagship program, the Young 
Audience Outreach Tour, now in its 
39th season, is staging the World 
Premiere of “Casa Alfonsa,” with book 
and lyrics by Grisanti and music by 
Messiez. “Casa Alfonsa” is an upbeat 
bilingual musical following cousins as 
they help their family navigate grief 
and regulate emotions, while keeping 
their restaurant afloat. See “Casa 
Alfonsa” on Aug. 26 or Aug. 27 at 9 
a.m., at the Virginia Christensen Multi-
Use Facility, before it begins touring, 
bringing high-quality, bilingual 
musical theatre to 40,000 rural and 
historically neglected communities.



Page 6A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, August 25, 2022

Being a Christian and following God 
is a great adventure. It’s also challenging 
because, to people who don’t believe in 
Christ, we seem a bit odd in our way of 
thinking and doing things, like we’re 
upside down compared to how the world 
generally operates. But the truth is, we’re 
part of “the upside-down kingdom that is 
right-side up.” 

During His ministry on Earth, Jesus’ 
message was, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near” (Matthew 4:17 
NIV). His disciples believed Jesus had 
come to set up an earthly kingdom and 
rule the world, but that isn’t what He was 
talking about at all.

The disciples didn’t get it. They were 
thinking in physical terms, not spiritual 
ones.

As believers in Jesus who are born 
again, we are new creations in Christ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17); we belong to God 
and are part of His kingdom (Colossians 
1:12-14). The kingdom of God is unseen 
to the natural eye, and it is eternal.

Developing Spiritual Vision
The apostle Paul talked about seeing 

the unseen. In 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, he 
said, “Therefore we do not lose heart. 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by 
day. For our light and momentary troubles 
are achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, 
since what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal” (NIV).

Paul had been beaten, shipwrecked, 
imprisoned, and gone hungry many times, 
yet he considered these experiences to 
be “light and momentary troubles.” He 
believed this because the kingdom of 
God—what is eternal—was more real 
to him than this earthly realm—what is 
temporary.

This is hard for us because we are 
so accustomed to only believing what 

we can see with our natural eyes, and 
if we don’t see God doing something, 
we assume He isn’t doing anything. 
But instead of just looking at the world 
around us and our problems, we can learn 
to think about and see with spiritual eyes 
what God is in the process of doing in the 
midst of it all.

I’ve discovered that when I’m feeling 
discouraged because I’ve been praying 
for something a long time and I’m weary 
of waiting for breakthrough, instead of 
getting down in the dumps, I can stir up 
my faith and say, “God is working!” 

If you want to have a steady flow of 
joy in your life and “the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding” 
(Philippians 4:7 NIV), learn how to 
believe what you can’t see more than 
what you can see.

Open the Eyes of My Heart
In Ephesians 1:18, Paul prayed “that 

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you” (NIV). The 
eyes of your heart can see the unseen 
realm of the spirit and give you hope—a 
confident expectation of God’s goodness 
in your life—in every situation.

With this kind of hope, when hard 
times come, we can look beyond what 
we see in the world around us and realize 
that there are good things going on. God 
has done, and He’s doing, so many things 
in our lives! For example…

He loves us and has good plans for us 
to give us hope and a future. (Jeremiah 
29:11)

He’s always with us and will never 
leave us or forsake us. (Deuteronomy 
31:6; Hebrews 13:5)

Jesus paid the price to heal and restore 
every kind of brokenness in our lives. 
(Isaiah 53 and 61)

And He’s preparing a place for us so 
we can be with Him throughout eternity! 
(John 14:2-3)

God Has More for You 
Than Meets the Eye

THIS is the truth we need to live by.
Refuse to Give Up!
I wonder what God is up to in your 

life. I know it’s easy to get discouraged 
and fearful when hard times come and 
it seems things will never change. But 
if you’re a believer in Christ and you’re 
praying according to the truth in God’s 
Word, then you can be assured He is 
working. So don’t stop believing when 
the answer doesn’t come as quickly as 
you’d like. 

Keep believing no matter how long it 
takes. And remember that just because 
you haven’t seen the final outcome yet, it 
doesn’t mean God isn’t doing something. 
Make a determined decision to trust Him 
and believe what He says no matter what 
you think or feel or how things look. And 
pray for God to enlighten the eyes of your 
heart so you “know the hope to which he 
has called you” in His kingdom.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
three-teaching resource The Invisible 
Kingdom. You can also contact us to 
receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 
or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has 
authored more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

$45 one-year, in Valley
$55 one-year, out of Valley

719-852-3531 • email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com
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By dOnna Wehe

San Luis Valley Health
ALAMOSA — In August, many 

employees will celebrate their Years 
of Service 5-year milestones, but one 
celebration is especially unique, as 
Kathy Hostetter, LPN, is celebrating 
her 40th year of nursing at San Luis 
Valley Health. Hostetter took a minute 
from her busy schedule to sit down with 
the Communications Director, Donna 
Wehe, as she reflected on her 40-year 
tenure.

“I gave my youth to the hospital,” 
laughs Kathy. She started out as a 
Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA) when 
she was only 17 years old.

She recalled how the hospital has 
evolved through the years.

“We had so much fun back then, but 
we did it all,” she said.

She remembers when the very old 
OB wing (structure has been torn down) 
where the ramp was out back and people 
would drive right up and walk in saying, 
“I’m having my baby now.”

“Sometimes we would have four 
women all laboring in the same room. 
Then we would wheel them into the 
delivery room. We took pictures of the 
babies and made their own little ID 
bracelets with their name on them,” 
Hostetter said.

The Labor and Delivery was moved 
into a former wing, now housing 
administration, while the second floor 
of the Regional Medical Center was 
renovated to where it is housed today.

Hostetter remembers working on third 
floor, or the med/surg where the hospital 
patients are. She recalls using glass 
IV bottles, which have really changed 
through the years. They took care of 
everyone, from patients needing a safe 

SLVH celebrates nurse’s 40 years of service
place to sober up to patients recovering 
from surgery. Through the years, needles 
became safer and more items moved to 
individual disposable uses.

“We had a lot of traveling nurses, I 
remember, and they were fun to get to 
know, too,” Hostetter said.

The basic nursing duties have 
not changed all that much, such as 
performing assessments, taking vitals, 
giving medications, and overall patient 
care.

“But what has really improved has 
been having more help and lower nurse 
ratios. That has really evolved,” she said.

Hostetter majored in her other love 
at Adams State, getting her art degree.

“But I stayed working on weekends 
at the hospital, since my art couldn’t pay 
the bills,” she laughed.

Eventually, she received her LPN from 
Trinidad State Junior College and later 
her IV certification. One of the overlaps 
with art was that Mrs. Velasquez, her 
nurse supervisor, recognized that she 
was really good at developing films.

“I think I developed x-ray films for at 
least three years,” she said.

When Deb Tringham was the OB 
Director, she hired Hostetter, where 
she worked for 12 years. The new 
Professional Services clinic had been 
built and she recalls working for Drs. 
Hickock, Karabin, and Trousdale, 
focusing on women’s health, for 10 
more years. After Dr. Karabin quit, she 
got called by Lauriann Blakeman to 
help in the outpatient surgery unit at the 
PS clinic. When the Regional Medical 
Center merged with the PS under the 
new umbrella of SLV Health, she got 
recruited back to OB by Jodi Garcia and 
Hostetter told her when she accepted the 
position, “I am done working nights.”

Thinking of other ways healthcare 
has evolved through the years brought 
Hostetter to discussing how babies being 
born to drug-addicted mothers are more 
common now, insurance and payors 
influence access to healthcare delivery, 
the traveling nurse culture is not the same 
as it used to be, and the high-risk status 
of babies staying in the nursery.

“Back then we took care of a lot of 
babies and moms. Dr. Kelly tended to 
deliver a lot of babies, and he would 
just hand them over to us. Babies back 
then didn’t get flown out for higher 
levels of care,” Hostetter said. “We had 
an incubator, and we just took care of 
them until the doctor thought they could 
go home.”

She also commented that completing 
continuing education has evolved for 
the better.

“We used to spend a lot of time in 
classrooms, but now we can take many 
of these classes online,” she said.

One time she remembers walking into 
the old laboring room and the newborn 

was not waiting one minute longer. She 
helped that mother deliver the baby 
right there on the floor, cut the cord, and 
everyone was healthy.

“A lot of people still remember me as 
their nurse and they will say, ‘Hey, you 
delivered my baby!’ And I look at them 
and can’t believe it because I can’t be 
that old, haha,” Hostetter said.

Hostetter was born and raised in 
Alamosa and her maiden name is Yohn. 
She attended Alamosa High School 
and met her husband Steve while 
motorcycling. She still loves riding, 
along with barrel racing horses and 
water skiing. They have three children 
and seven grandchildren, one being a 
very recent arrival.

Hostetter reflected on living in 
Alamosa and the San Luis Valley, saying, 
“We have everything people need here to 
make a decent living and a comfortable 
lifestyle.”

Jennifer Pacheco, RN, SLVH Case 
Manager in the Women’s Clinic 
commented on working with Hostetter.

“She goes above and beyond for her 
patients and coworkers,” Pacheco said. 
“She provides excellent nursing care 
to the patients and always puts them 
first. Kathy is always willing to step in 
and help wherever she is needed. I am 
fortunate I have gotten to know and work 
with her. Thank you, Kathy, for making 
our team great!”

StaFF rePOrt

SAGUACHE COUNTY — A 
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy and a Colorado Springs man 
were injured Thursday afternoon, Aug. 
18, in a two-vehicle crash on Saguache 
County Road U60 at Shakedown Street 
near the town of Moffat, the Colorado 
State Patrol reported.

At approximately 1:17 p.m., a 
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
deputy was responding to a call 
travelling eastbound on Saguache 
County Road U60, CSP reported. The 
deputy was driving a 2019 Ram 1500 
patrol truck with emergency lights and 
sirens activated. The second vehicle 
was a 2018 Toyota 4Runner driven by 
Erik Martinez from Colorado Springs. 

Both vehicles were eastbound on 
Saguache County Road U60 with the 

Toyota 4Runner in front of the Ram 
patrol truck, CSP reported. The Toyota 
slowed as the Ram approached from 
the rear. The Ram then went into the 
left lane to pass the Toyota.

The Toyota then turned left in front 
of the Ram causing the vehicles to 
collide, CSP reported. After impact 
both vehicles continued off the left 
side of the roadway and the Toyota 
rolled ½ times coming to rest on its top. 
Both vehicles were heavily damaged 
because of the crash and both drivers 
were transported to the San Luis Valley 
Health Regional Medical Center in 
Alamosa for injuries.

The deputy was treated for minor 
injuries and released. Martinez 
sustained life-threatening injuries but 
refused the doctor’s order for ICU 
treatment and left the hospital.

Saguache Sheriff’s deputy 
involved in crash on CR U60
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Saguache County Government is accepting bids for a 14’x40’ 12”x11.8# I-Beam office 
building for the Saguache County Assessor’s Office.  This office type building will be used 
to for additional office space for the Saguache County Assessor’s office.
This building will require windows, interior and exterior doors, electrical, plumbing, HVAC 
unit, exhaust fans, cabinets and skirting.  It will also require 140 mph wind rating and 
30# roof load.  For specific specifications of the building please contact Wendi Maez at 
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.  

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Saguache County Assessor’s Office” 
written on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.  Bids must include proof 
of liability and workers compensation insurance coverage.
Bids must be submitted to Saguache County Administration, 505 3rd Street, or PO Box 100, 
Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by Thursday, September 1, 2022 at 3pm. 
For further information and you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231. 
No. 1644 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 11, 18 and 25, 2022.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend against the claims of the com-
plaint filed with the court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or 
other response. You are required to file your answer or other response within 30 days after 
the service of this summons upon you.  Service of this summons shall be complete on the day 
of the last publication.  A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in writing within   30  days 
after the date of the last publication, judgment by default may be rendered against you by 
the court for the relief demanded in the complaint without further notice.
This is an action: COMPLAINT TO QUIET TITLE PURSUANT TO RULE 105
LOTS 18 AND 19, BLOCK 24, SIMS AND BENJAMINS SUBDIVISION, TOWN OF 
CENTER, COUNTY OF SAGUACHE, STATE OF COLORADO
Dated: August 15, 2022    
Published in the   Center Post-Dispatch  
First Publication:  August 25, 2022  
Last Publication: September 22, 2022   

Michael H. Trujillo  
Michael H. Trujillo, P.C. #5946

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g), Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure. This 
form should not be used where personal service is desired.)
(TO THE CLERK:  When this summons is issued by the clerk of the court, the signature 
block for the clerk or deputy should be provided by stamp, or typewriter, in the space to the 
left of the attorney’s name.)
*Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P., allows 30 days for answer or response where service of process is 
by publication. However, under various statutes, a different response time is set forth; e.g., 
§38-6-104, C.R.S. (eminent domain); §38-36-121, C.R.S. (Torrens registration).
No. 1645 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 25 and September 1, 8, 15 
and 22, 2022.
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San Luis Valley Great Outdoors and the City of Monte Vista partnered to 
create the Ray and Colette Skeff Natural Trail on the west side of town. 
The two entities will again be working together to bring more outdoor 
opportunities to the area after Monte Vista was chosen to be part of the 
Recreation Economy for Rural Communities program.

Monte Vista chosen to be part of RERC program
StaFF rePOrt

MONTE VISTA — The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) joined the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service, 
the Appalachian Regional Commission 
(ARC), and the Northern Border 
Regional Commission (NBRC) to 
announce assistance for 25 small and 
rural communities from across the 
country, including Monte Vista, to 
identify strategies to grow their outdoor 
recreation economies and revitalize 
main streets through the Recreation 
Economy for Rural Communities 
(RERC) program. 

Monte Vista was the only city in 
Colorado chosen for the program this 
year. San Luis Valley Great Outdoors 
(SLV GO!) and the City of Monte Vista 
will be key partners in this process.

“SLV GO! is excited to work with the 
community of Monte Vista to envision 
what the outdoor recreation economy can 
do to help Monte Vista businesses and 
develop outdoor recreation opportunities 
for the community,” said Mick Daniel, 
SLV GO! Executive Director. “With 
the development of the Ray and Colette 
Skeff Nature Trail last year, the City 
of Monte Vista and SLV GO! sees a 
great opportunity for the community to 
build upon outdoor opportunities for the 
community.”

Daniels said the RERC program 
assists mainly with planning, and they 
will need the community to be part of 
the process.

“We hope to bring the community 
together to envision what Monte Vista 
could be with some addition of open 
space and trails,” Daniel said. “From 
there SLV GO! can assist in partnership 
with the City of Monte Vista to apply 
for funding for those ideas that were 
generated by the community.”

RERC is jointly administered by the 
EPA, the USDA Forest Service, NBRC, 
and ARC that helps rural communities 
leverage outdoor recreation to revitalize 
their Main Streets, leading to improved 
environmental protection and public 
health outcomes.

“This planning assistance will make 
it easier for people to get outside, boost 
their appreciation for the outdoors, 

improve their health and quality of life, 
create jobs, and strengthen our rural 
communities,” said EPA Regional 
Administrator KC Becker.

Communities are encouraged 
to pursue activities that foster 
environmentally friendly community 
development and revitalization through 
the conservation and sustainable use 
of public or private forests or other 
natural resources.

“The economic impact of outdoor 
recreation near our national forests and 
grasslands is vital to support health and 
prosperity in rural America,” said Forest 
Service Chief Randy Moore. “Efforts 
to reinvigorate main streets through 
the Recreation Economy for Rural 
Communities program is an important 
step to help communities realize all the 
benefits that adjacent national forests 
and grasslands make possible.”

SLV GO!, the City of Monte Vista, and 
partners would like to boost equitable 
access to outdoor recreation for residents, 
increase tourism opportunities that tie 
into local assets like the annual Sandhill 
Crane Festival, and strengthen main 
street revitalization and small business 
development efforts in Downtown 
Monte Vista.

The local steering committee would 
like to connect the community to local 
recreation opportunities in nearby parks 
and trails as well as on surrounding 
public lands for the Monte Vista 
community, improving public health 
by getting people outside and active. 
 
A federal planning team will work with 
each community over the course of four 
to six months, with a two-day facilitated 
community workshop as the focal point.

Participants will work together to 
develop strategies and an action plan 
to grow their local outdoor recreation 
economies. Some workshops are 
currently underway.

Communities were chosen following 
a comprehensive interagency review 
process from a pool of more than 100 
applicants.

Over 160 million Americans over 
the age of 6 participated in outdoor 
recreation in 2020, according to the 
2021 Outdoor Participation Trends 

Report, and sales figures across the 
industry broke records as Americans 
flocked to the outdoors in search of safe, 
family-friendly opportunities during the 
pandemic.

These activities — which include 
camping, fishing, hunting, hiking, 
RVing, boating, running, swimming, 
baseball, winter sports, and many 
others — can bring new investment 
and jobs to local economies, benefit 
health and wellness, raise awareness 
in conservation of forests and other 
natural resources, and improve the 
quality of life for residents and visitors.   
 
In 2020, outdoor recreation activities 
generated 4.3 million quality, high 
paying jobs across a wide variety of 
industries, accounting for 3% of all 
employment in the United States.

The U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis calculated the economic output 
of outdoor recreation in 2020 to be $689 
billion, surpassing industries such as 
mining, utilities, farming and ranching, 
and chemical products manufacturing.

The EPA Office of Community 
Revitalization supports locally led, 
community-driven efforts to expand 
economic opportunity, protect human 
health and the environment, and create 
and enhance the places that people 
love through technical assistance, 
publications, research, tools, and grants.

The USDA Forest Service develops 
and implements place-based recreation 
planning using collaborative processes 
with communities and outdoor recreation 
and tourism providers within regional 
destination areas.

Forest Service recreation programs 
support over 205,000 jobs, the 
majority of which are in rural gateway 
communities near national forests. 
The agency partners with states, tribes, 

local communities, and landowners 
to promote shared stewardship of 

public and privately-owned forests and 
grasslands.
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WELCOME

Rio Grande Hospital
riograndehospital.org

Steven Jones, DO,  Orthopedic Specialist & 
Surgeon, will be seeing patients at our Specialty Clinic 
in Del Norte starting September! 

Dr. Jones specializes in joint replacements.
He has earned his degree in osteopathic medicine from Oklahoma 

State University College of Osteopathic Medicine in Tulsa. He 
completed a residency in orthopedic surgery at Oklahoma State 
University Center for Health Sciences in Tulsa, and a fellowship 
in adult reconstruction (joint replacement) at the University of 
Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock. 

Dr. Jones is board certified in orthopedic surgery by the American 
Osteopathic Board of Orthopedic Surgery. 

Steven Jones, DO

Del Norte Specialty Clinic
of Rio Grande Hospital

riograndehospital.org

To schedule your appointment 
with Dr. Jones, call 719-657-3277 

SUPPORT 
SOUTH FORK

Grande natural Meats
www.elkusa.coM

Buffalo, Elk, Deer, Goat,
Beef & Rabbit

USDA Meat Jerky & Sausage

5 Miles west of del norte on Hwy. 160

daily 8 a.M. - 6 p.M. 719-657-0942

Local

and volunteers who spent more than 
eight hours setting up and celebrating.

Ellithorpe worked with the Federal 
Aviation Administration to gain 
permission, and he was already 
working with the Center Police 
Department to keep people from 
sneaking on the runways to race 
illegally.

As Center Police Department Officer 
Adam Fresquez explained during the 
pre-race meeting with drivers, “We’re 
under federal regulations right now. 
We only have from 2 to 6. Another 
thing we’ll let you guys know is we 
have a federal radio, so if something 
is an emergency, we have to stop and 
pull everyone off so they can land. 
We can resume after, but we have to 
let them land first.”

“Don’t try to race them back,” 
Garcia quipped. The racers laughed.

As it turned out, one of the variations 
later in the afternoon involved racing 
the REACH AirMedCare Network 
helicopter. Although it was hard to 
time the start, Garcia released the cars 
as the chopper flew overhead. Also, 
police cars lined up with registered 
racers, and then they faced each other. 
Center’s ambulance beat the fire truck.

The entry fee for adults to watch was 
$5; free admission for children under 
12. Funds raised from selling lunch and 
concessions went to the Center Police 
Department, along with more money 
from a private auction for a shotgun.

The racers generated even more 
money through registration and “buy-
back” fees. Some paid to race against 
police cars, and others paid to get back 
into the competition after losing a race.

The winning car for the day was 
an unbeaten blue Tesla. According 
to the owner, he said the car ran like 
clockwork, hitting 118 mph every time.

The other electric entrant in the field 
was a Rivian truck. The Tesla won 
every race between the two vehicles, 
and when asked how far the Rivian 
was behind the Tesla, the winner said, 
“I don’t know. I kept my eye on the 
odometer.”

Old and new muscle cars and trucks 
screeched to heat up their tires at the 
starting line and deafened the crowd 
as they roared down the track spewing 
clouds of exhaust. But before the first 
race between the two electric vehicles, 
fans could only hear “Jump” by Van 
Halen coming from the Tesla.

Garcia Bro’s Racing deployed a 
half-dozen crew members to set up 
the track, work with the racers, and 
clean up after the fans went home. 

Center mayor and start official Tony Garcia demonstrated the starting 
line procedure before the inaugural ‘Center Drags’ drag-racing event 
at Leach Airfield on Aug. 20.

Photos by Patrick Shea

For safety at Leach Airfield, race organizers positioned the grandstands 
near the starting line, and the audience focused on the umbrella near 
the finish line cones one-eighth of a mile down the runway track. 

Center Drags Winners

More than 200 people came out to Leach Airfield on Aug. 20 to watch 
cars and trucks race 660 yards down the runway.

RACES Continued from Page 1A

Brown’s Septic Service donated four 
portable toilets.

Vendors donated merchandise for 
the silent auction fundraiser.

Saguache County Sheriff staff 
and County Commissioner Lynne 
Thompson joined the crowd, and 
Center EMS and firefighters managed 
safety while police officers orchestrated 
the afternoon of racing.

Fans, racers, and organizers echoed 
hopes of repeating the event in 2023.
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ALAMOSA — Alamosa High 
School student Jaymi Gile hasn’t 
narrowed her choice of major or col-
lege yet but begins her junior year at 
Alamosa High School a step ahead in 
that direction after taking two courses 
through the Adams State University 
Summer Academy. 

Twenty-two concurrent enrollment 
students, from the San Luis Valley, 
attended the academy in June and 
earned college credits at no cost. 
“The entire experience was cool,” 
Gile added. “All the professors had 
a good attitude and really cared about 
our success.”

Academy students took a class in 
the morning and another in the af-
ternoon. The courses were specially 

built for the high school students, 
grades 9 through 12, and were taught 
by full-time Adams State professors. 
Classes included geoscience, theatre, 
business, computer programming, 
history, and media communications.

“I really liked the three dynamic 
earth fieldtrips,” Gile said.

Summer Academy students re-
ceived free tuition, books, and lunch 
in the cafeteria. AHS incoming senior 
Abby Wubben appreciated the extra 
perks. “I have not decided where I 
will attend college but want to major 
in either chemistry or biology.”

Michael Mumper, Ph.D., received 
a grant from the Colorado Depart-
ment of Education for the Summer 
Academy.

Courtesy photo

Summer Academy students appreciate the opportunity to earn college credits, at no cost to them. Pictured, 
political science class taught by Mari Centeno, Ph.D., professor of political science.

High school students earn college credits 
during Adams State Summer Academy

A question that many of us in the Forest 
Service and, indeed, wildland fire management 
positions across the country, have been hearing 
more frequently over the past few years is often 
perceived as surprising, shocking, and to some 
of us, offensive. “Was Smokey Bear wrong all 
these years?” When you first hear those words, 
especially if you work for the agency that I do, 
you might have a tendency to get defensive. I 
mean, who dares question the validity of the 
great and mighty Smokey Bear?  He’s been 
doing this longer than any of us in the agency 
so he MUST be right. Right? If we take a step 
back and see a more comprehensive view of 
the current national wildfire situation and how 
prevention fits in, you can clearly see how folks 
today can quickly arrive at the question.

I’ve written before how I feel that an increas-
ing amount of people in the United States have 
become more educated about wildfires and 
the role they play in the natural processes. I 
believe that trend is continuing and with those 
folks learning that wildfires provide ecological 
benefits to the landscapes around us, I can see 
how a person might question the validity of an 

aggressive wildfire prevention program. After 
all, if fire is needed to act as a natural change 
agent in the vegetation and provide vital nutri-
ents to the ground, who are we to prevent those 
wildfires from doing just that? The answer lies 
within the scope of how a fire is started.

I’ll key in on the word “natural” here for a 
moment. Lightning has been causing wildfires 
for thousands of years and the frequency of 
those lightning-caused fires is what shaped 
many of the vegetative landscapes into the 
diverse ecosystems around us. Plants and trees 
have adapted to fire at various intervals and 
now very much depend on fires to maintain 
their species in a healthy cycle. Those naturally 
ignited wildfires remain important to us today.

The Smokey Bear campaign was created 
during WWII when it was determined that 
the loss of the natural resources AND the 
manpower to fight those fires was detrimental 
to the war effort. The thought was that if we 
prevent folks from causing wildfires due to 
their carelessness, we save critical resources, 
including manpower and we can concentrate on 
the war effort. The same principle has applied 

long after that war ended. 
Most folks know that we are seeing more 

frequent and larger wildfires than in the past, 
generally speaking. There are many historical 
accounts of extremely large wildfires in our 
nation’s past. However, with over 85% of the 
wildfires in the US being caused by human 
activity, we can easily conclude that many 
of the losses of values, including homes and 
other infrastructure, can be attributed to those 
human-caused fires. I could argue that all those 
wildfires were preventable. 

Wildland fires must continue to help us 
manage the vegetation into the future. At the 
right time and in the right place, fires help us 
achieve sustainable ecosystems. However, the 
notion that the prevention of MOST wildlands 
fires is not needed is, simply put, ludicrous. 
The opposite is truly what is needed. Aggres-
sive fire prevention campaigns can provide 

accurate messaging on what actions cause fires 
and the potential consequences of those fires. 
Messaging on how to prevent wildland fires 
from starting has been in place for a long time. 
We only need to keep it current and relevant. 

We just celebrated Smokey Bear’s 78th 
birthday on August 9. I will stand firm in my 
conviction that Smokey has never been wrong. 
In fact, I’ll plant my feet deeper and suggest that 
Smokey’s message applies as much today as it 
ever did, if not more. We live in a world that 
has a large amount of infrastructure at risk from 
wildfire. If we can truly prevent those unwanted, 
human-caused fires, we’ll only have to worry 
about those natural, lightning caused starts. 

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs Officer 
for the Rio Grande National Forest. An avid 

outdoor enthusiast, you’ll find him enjoying all 
public lands as often as possible.

Land, Water and People
By gregg gOOdLand

Was Smokey Bear wrong all these years

Creede to bid goodbye to summer with Labor Day festivities
By LyndSie FerreLL

CREEDE — Creede is getting 
ready for its end-of-summer cele-
brations. The past few months have 
gone by in a whirlwind of summer 
fun and now with fall sneaking up 
on the horizon it is time to bid those 
warm sunny days goodbye and 
welcome the shades of the coming 
autumn light. Labor Day in Creede 
is the perfect way to finish summer 
and the list of activities this year is 
sure to bring a huge crowd to town.

With the Labor Day weekend 

greeting the first days of Septem-
ber, Creede’s annual Mountain Run 
is one way to test a runner’s endur-
ance and enjoy the last remnants of 
summer throughout the Bachelor 
Loop and Creede’s Historical Min-
ing District. The Mountain Run 
kicks off Sept. 3 with registration 
at 7:15 a.m. and a start time at 7:30 
a.m. This race started in 1987 and 
has become one of the biggest races 
in Creede, outside of the Run Off 
Run Off that happens in the spring.

Labor Day weekend is set to 
bring some spice to the last days 
of summer with their annual 
Salsa Fiesta and Mountain Run 
marathon. These two events 

have been an 
area favorite for 
several years and 
guests are set to 
enjoy the fiery 
end of summer 
on Sept. 3.

File photo by Lyndsie 
Ferrell Please see CREEDE on Page 2
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Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 8/31/2022.

The Mountain Run features a 
50k, 22-mile, 12-mile and 2-mile 
race to the finish line that starts 
at 7:30 on Loma Street. Runners 
spend the entire year preparing for 
the annual event and bring partici-
pants to the small mountain town 
from all over the US.

This race tests the endurance 
of seasoned runners as well as 
offering a chance for participants 
of all ages to enjoy the beautiful 
backdrop of the historical Creede 
Mining District. Racers follow 
Willow Creek as it weaves through 
old mining towns and through 
Creede’s unique history. Open 
registration is Saturday, Sept. 3 
and is open to all ages and abili-
ties so walk, jog or run full speed 
through history.

Saturday morning will also fea-
ture the annual Salsa Fiesta which 
brings its own set of fans to town. 
To end summer with a fiery splash, 

local businesses head to their 
kitchens to concoct homemade sal-
sas that are sure to bring the heat. 

In previous years, there have 
been upward of 15 salsas that 
range from spicey fruit medleys 
to green salsa that can knock off 
the socks of any spicey food fa-
natic and red salsa that awakens 
the senses with fresh ingredients. 
Participants of the contest can also 
add their own personal touch to 
the freestyle category and have, in 
the past, produced unique recipes 
that have pleased crowds over the 
years. 

Tickets for the Salsa Fiesta are 
limited and must be purchased 
online or at Basham Park on the 
day of the event. Guests who par-
ticipate in the Salsa Fiesta will be 
asked to vote for their favorites in 
each category and pick one overall 
winner who will get a trophy and 
bragging rights for the rest of the 

year. 
The weekend will also be packed 

full of plays at the Creede Reperto-
ry theatre, plenty of places to shop 
and eat along the historic Main 
Street and activities throughout 
town. For a full schedule of events, 
visit www.creede.com.

CREEDE Continued from Page 1

SuBmitted articLe

ALAMOSA — The Adams State 
University NextFifty Initiative for 
adults over 50 has the largest selec-
tion of free classes to date.

Oneyda Maestas, Class of 1993 
and 2006; and Yula Cisneros Mon-
toya, have scheduled a series of 
workshops, which build on skills 
from one class to the next.

Montoya has classes throughout 
the semester geared towards Latin 
dance instruction and strengthening 
core muscles in Pilates. Maestas 
has several courses geared towards 
essential oils, Latin dance rhythms 
and American Sign Language.

Learn how to make traditional 
favorites like tamales, tortillas, and 
biscochitos with Sandra Ortega, 
Class of 1974. Barbara Kruse, 
Class of 2004; has a two-part class 
on aging wellness scheduled and 
one-time offerings on diffusion 
and osmosis; the human problem, 
parasites in the area, and Colorado 
trees and shrubs.

Take advantage of experts in the 
field of geology. Chayan Lahiri, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of geo-
science, has planned fieldtrips and 
Andrew Valdez, Class of 1991 and 
Great Sand Dunes National Park 
geologist will tell the story behind 

Photo courtesy of Adams State University

Participants learn the process to 
make tamales in the spring 2022 
course.

ASU NextFifty free workshops continue this fall
SLV scenery in a November lecture.

Adams State Master in Arts 
alumni Coni Grant, Class of 2006; 
and Robin Wolfe, Class of 2001; 
will share their skills in a variety of 
art media. Woodworker Jim Relyea 
will help participants in his class 
build a house for birds or bats or 
construct a step stool; as well as 
learn about picture framing.

“Dreamswork,” by Cindy Me-
dina; “Introduction to Acoustic 
Jamming,” by Susan Coulter and 
“Español del Valle de San Luis,” 
by Maria Morales, Class of 2000, 
round out the offerings.

To register for a workshop or 
for more information, please visit 
adams.edu/academics and click on 
the professional and continuing 
education link and select Next Fifty 
from the green bar menu.

If you are interested in hosting a 
workshop or need assistance with 
registration, contact Savannah Tor-
res, NextFifty Initiative activity 
coordinator, at storres@adams.edu 
or 719-587-7686.

The program is funded with a 
$129,959 grant from NextFifty 
Initiative, a private Colorado-based 
foundation that supports projects 
benefiting people 50-years-old 
and older.
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eStimated crOP Water uSe

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“Great pizza. 
Great price.  

Friendly staff.”
~ James S., Google Reviews

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Lost & Found

PUPPIES! Almost a third of our population is puppies 
right now! Puppy food, treats, and toys would be 

greatly appreciated, and thanks to all who help us! 

Found 
8/16/22 in 
the Monte 
Vista 
Safeway 
parking 
lot

Found 
8/13/22 

at 700 
Adams St 
in Monte 

Vista

If you’re looking for a 
cuddly new member of 
your family, and have a 
bit of patience Cleo could 
be the girl for you. She’s a 
mini/traditional Stafford-
shire terrier, about 1 year 
old, and approximately 35 
pounds. Cleo is tolerant of 
other dogs as long as they 
are respectful of her. She’s 

a very nervous girl but once she warms up Cleo is nothing but 
love! Come meet her today!

Donnie is a happy 
1 year old Beagle/

Heeler mix who has 
energy for days! He 

loves to play with 
other dogs, he’s 

just rough about it 
sometimes. He can be 
a little nervous at first 

but very quickly wants 
to play. Come take him 

for a walk today!

By diane drekmann

FORT GARLAND — The Fort 
Garland Revitalization Commit-
tee is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to enhancing the beauty 
of Fort Garland through programs 
and actions that benefit the com-
munity now and for future genera-
tions.

Their name may not be familiar, 
but evidence of their work is seen 
throughout Fort Garland. From 
lilac bushes in the cemetery to 
the flower boxes in town, the Fort 
Garland Revitalization Committee 
is responsible for that as well as 
providing water and the sprinkler 
system for the cemetery. 

Their volunteers run the visitor 
center. Repainting and repairing 
signs are other examples of what 
the Fort Garland Committee does.

The non-profit organization was 
formed in 1989. The committee 
consists of residents, volunteers, 
and neighbors of the Fort Garland 
area. They only meet in summer 
— from Memorial Day to Labor 
Day. The committee had a meeting 
on Aug. 11. Their final meeting of 
the year is Sept. 8, at the Fort Gar-
land/Blanca Community Center at 
5:30 p.m.

The meeting on Aug. 11, dis-
cussed mainly items for next year. 
They hope to have more regular 
hours at the visitor center.

Grants through the Colorado 
Garden Foundation help fund the 
maintenance of the cemetery and 
the park. A drip sprinkler system 
was installed for greater water 
efficiency.

The Fort Garland Revitaliza-
tion Committee also collaborates 
with the San Luis Valley Tour-
ism Board. They hope to create a 
memorabilia book that people can 
get stamped at different locales. 
They also want to create postcards. 

The Fort Garland Revitaliza-

Fort Garland Revitalization 
Committee plans for 2023

Photo by Diane Drekmann 

The Fort Garland Revitalization 
Committee is a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to enhanc-
ing the beauty of Fort Garland 
through programs and actions 
that benefit the community now 
and for future generations. Pic-
ture left to right are Marguerite 
Hoaglund, Vice President; Lisa 
Gonzales, Treasurer; Aleysha 
Williams, CIO; Sharon Gibson, 
President; and Nadine Barron. 
Not pictured is Pam Thompson, 
new Secretary.

tion Committee also supports the 
Suicide Awareness and Prevention 
community walk in San Luis on 
Sept. 10. The committee supplies 
food and drinks which are pro-
vided by the Fort Garland farmer’s 
market, creating a solution where 
everyone benefits.

If interested in being part of 
Fort Garland Revitalization Com-
mittee, contact Sharon Gibson at 
719-588-7242.

 Find us on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing



Page 4 — SLV Lifestyles — Wednesday, August 24, 2022

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Incredible views from this Mountain property! Varied 
topography with mature Fir, Aspen, Pine and Pinion trees. 

This 5.02-acre property allows you several building sites 
to choose from. Paved roads located in gated Bear Creek 
subdivision. This property gives you great sun exposure 
with access to the forest service and a common area for 

homeowners located on 20+ acres of the Rio Grande River. 
Utilities and Good Well already in place 15 GPM. Gold Medal fishing, hunting and 4 wheeling 

just moments away. Not to mention fabulous skiing at Wolf Creek Ski Resort! Bring Your 
house plans this is the perfect property to build your Dream Home! Start your Adventure! Call 

and schedule your showing today! $149,500  MLS #795402
4495 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Lot in great neighborhood with no HOA 
just a hop, skip and jump from the majestic 
South Fork River. This is the perfect place 
to build your dream home. Water, sewer, 

electricity and highspeed internet! Beautiful 
views and close to all the amenities the town 
of South Fork has to offer. Moments from the 

South Fork River as well as the mighty Rio 
Grande, World class fishing, hunting, hiking, snowmobiling, 4 wheeling and 
all things outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

Price can’t be beat! $29,900  MLS#796452
63 Rivercrest Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

2,023 Sq. Ft. Mountain Oasis Home with Charm and Elegance in Lo Lomita 
at South Fork Ranches. This 3-bedroom 2 bath home with attached 675 Sq. 

Ft. 2 car garage is magical! Home is adjacent to BML Land & National Forest 
with amazing mountain views of Del Norte Peak, Beaver Mountain and Aqua 
Ramon from the front porch and additional large wrap around rear deck with 

concrete pad and hook up ready for your own personal hot tub. Open floor 
plan with kitchen, dining and living area beautifully hand troweled on walls 

with cathedral ceilings, wood floor, large bay windows, wood burning stove, propane rock fireplace, radiant 
floor heating and propane on demand water system. This home has three heat sources to keep you warm and 

comfortable all winter long. Master bedroom has large his & her master walk-in closets and patio door leading 
out to the back deck. Perfect place to enjoy your hot morning cup of coffee. The master bath has a beautiful large 
walk-in title shower and dual sinks. There are two additional nice size guest bedrooms for your company to stay 

and enjoy. The kitchen overlooks the living area with large eat in counter and plenty of counter space and lots 
of built-in cabinets. There is a butler pantry for extra storage that features a beautiful, frosted glass door. This is 
an outstanding property with abundant wildlife surrounded by national forest and BML land and close to the 

mighty Rio Grande River, Wolf Creek Ski area and the Rio Grande Golf Resort. There is numerous hiking, four 
wheeling, mountain biking trails in the area for you to have fun and explore! Don’t miss this opportunity! Start 

your adventure! call/text me and schedule your personal showing today. Price $669,500  MLS #796518

115 La Lomita Circle • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Beautiful 1,728 Sq. Ft. Mountain Home property, 3 beds, 2 baths with additional large lot. Welcoming 
entrance with closed in front porch. Beautiful Kitchen with matching appliances and custom-made 
cabinets with soft close draws that include spice rack and corner round with plenty of storage for all 

your cooking entertainment needs. Dining area just off the kitchen and living room area with propane 
stove and beautiful brick fireplace with wood burning stove in living area. Perfect place with beautiful 

views to curl up enjoy the fire and devour a good book. This home has three heat sources to keep 
you cozy and warm all winter long. Off back side of the kitchen is a bright sunroom currently being 
used for a wonderful craft room with large sliding door looking out to the back deck with stunning 

views of trees and mountains perfect for bird watching with the many varieties of birds that visit this area. Downstairs Mater/Guest bedroom 
with large closet and cozy picture window seat for bird watching. Wonderful place to just sit with your morning cup of coffee, relax and enjoy. 

Off the sunroom is door to large 2 car garage with huge work bench and cabinets for all your tools and woodworking needs. Upstairs you 
have an additional bath and two guest bedrooms with large windows where you feel as if you are sleeping amongst the beautiful pine trees. 
Off the Sunroom and out the back garage door awaits a wonderful deck to the back yard with a gas grill hooked up to propane for grilling 

and entertaining friends and family. Out back you will be charmed by the little fly shop with electricity and all its storage amenities with extra 
shelving. There’s an additional shed which is used and perfect for wood storage. This home is one you must see! Located in Ponderosa Country 
Estates with no HOA, paved roads and Town of South Fork water and sewer system. You will love visiting with the abundant wildlife that visits 
this neighborhood, moments from the Rio Grande River, Rio Grande Golf Club, Wolf Creek ski area and everything outdoors! Don’t let this 

one pass you by! Won’t last! Call me and schedule your personal showing today! $585,000  MLS #796641

484 Conifer Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135324 to 25678 for more info

12 Acres 
COMMERCIAL, South 

Fork
On Shoshone Trail, 4 miles 

E of town. Appropriate 
for commercial/light 

industrial
Multi-family or VRBO 
OK too. For more info 

Call Dee Plucinski 
MLS#770735   $550,000 

Owners Motivated!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 
- Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

27000 US 
Hwy 160

28 acres on the 
Rio Grande 
with water 
well, 1-acre 
pond and 
1/2 mile of 
riverfront. 

MLS#785117
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134132 to 25678 for more info

5365 County Road 
15, South Fork

PRICE REDUCED! 
6 Bedroom 3 Bath 
RIVER HOME on 

9.5 acres. Fenced and 
cross-fenced for hors-
es. Private little beach 

and island. VRBO 
OK. MLS#791124  

$799,000 
Owners Motivated!

UNDER CONTRACT

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

181 Navajo Road
3 Bedroom 

2 Bath home 
with 900 sq 
ft sunroom. 

Spacious and 
modern, 1 car 

attached garage. 
1/2 acre close to 

town, VRBO OK. 
MLS#793276    

$400,000

PRICE REDUCED!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134134 to 25678 for more info

429 Lake Drive, 
South Fork

6 bedrooms, 5 
bathrooms, 4,632 
Square feet. Luxu-
ry log home with 

home theatre, 
gorgeous views. 

6.25 acres, Willow 
Park, South Fork. 

MLS# 795671  
$1,550,000

UNDER CONTRACT

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

149 Escondida 
Drive

Gorgeous 1/2 acre 
lot on the South 

Fork River.  Water, 
Sewer. Electric, 

High-Speed Inter-
net at the lot line. 
Easy, year-round 
access. $123,000 

MLS# 796341

Text 139765 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719) 873-5605
dee@steffenscorealty.com

418 Loveland Road - 
South Fork

.90 acres in Upper 
Alpine. No covenants, 
Air B&B OK. Call Dee 

Plucinski 719-873-5605. 
MLS #796652  $38,000
Text 134123 to 25678 

for more info

Steffens & Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 • South Fork
dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH 

FORK NATIVE with a love for the 

upper end of the San Luis Valley.

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

3D Virtual Tours Prompt, Easy Communication

Text for Info technology Video Walkthroughs

TEXT FOR INFO INSTRUCTIONS

 “Text xxxxx to 25678.” TRY IT.  Open a new text message!

To: 25678        Message:  134132

(each property has a unique number)

Use your phone 
camera to scan!
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Nice area to 
build with 
beautiful 
views! 1+ 
acres in 
Alpine Vista. 
$31,500 
MLS#786764

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

The historic Stoddart Ranch is a rare mountain property that hasn’t been offered 
for purchase in the last 48 years. It is a tract of fertile meadow land outlined by an 
upland bench. San Luis Creek flows through the lush fields of native grass for over 1.75 
miles. Spring Creek from the West and Decker Creek from the East flow through the 
property to confluence at San Luis Creek. The waterways have an abundant population 
of Brook Trout and are natural habitat and water source for many wildlife species. The 
rare Gunnison Sage Grouse along with bird species such as Mallard Ducks, Canadian 
Geese, Red Tailed Hawks are found here. Antelope, Elk, and wiley Coyote are frequent 
visitors. The mountain ranch located in the headwaters of Colorado’s San Luis Valley, is 20 minutes from the bustling 
town of Salida and the Arkansas River. The ranch has been owned and operated as a working cattle and hay ranch by 
the same family for the last 48 years. The first private ownership of this ranch was in 1876, the year that Colorado 
became a state. Decreed water rights were established in 1880. Diversions from spring Creek, Decker Creek, and 
San Luis Creek are established through water rights known as the Means #1 which is diverted from Alder Cr., Means 
#2, Richards #1 and Richard #2. The property is rich with history. Arrowheads, Spearheads and other Native Indian 
artifacts have been found over the years. A Sliver Spur from he Spanish Conquistadors was found in a prairie dog 
hole. Captain John Gunnison chronicles’ his journey in 1853 across these lands where he camped and even made note 
of Sage Grouse that would one day bear his name. There is convenient access to the property from Highway 285 and 
electric power is nearby. The majestic Collegiate Peaks can be viewed to the North and the beautiful Sangre De Cristo 
mountains range tower above the ranch to the east. $2,800,000 MLS#790744

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

123 Acre Greenhouse farm! South of 
Monte Vista 48’ billboard on gunbarrel 
You can build 9 homes on this property 
with 3 domestic water wells 10,000 sq. 
feet of greenhouse Solar Water well per-
fect water Underground water to green-
houses 3 pressure tank system 36’x40’ 
insulated drying building Bedroom, 
huge safe, Blaze King Ultra Stove 8’ 
Chain Link fence around 2 acres Under-
ground water run to perfect home build-
ing site inside fence Ready to build your 
dream home! $399,000 MLS#792476

Price
Reduced!

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$329,000 MLS#793404

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom sin-
gle level home is located in town 
of Monte Vista, close to the Park 
and other amenities. The home is 
towards the back of the lot giving 
it great privacy and a nice sized 
front yard. It has a large living 
room with fireplace making it very 
cozy. It has an open concept from 
Kitchen to the living room, New 
flooring and other upgrades. In-
quire today. PRICE REDUCED 
- $155,000 MLS#794510

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful fully fenced Horse property with 5.4 
Acres in the Country. This singe story home of-
fers 3 bed 1 bath with a nice sized living room, 
wonderful sunroom to enjoy your coffee in the 
morning or grow flowers and a nice deck to en-
joy your summer evenings. It also includes a 
wood Boiler that you would be able heat your 
house and shop with that just needs to be hooked 
up. The property has an insulated 40 by 60 shop 
with a wood burning stove. It also offers a horse 
barn on the side of the shop with stalls and sad-
dling area, a 10 by 20 shed for storage, a very large chicken coop, and a large fenced 
area for your livestock. Call today for more information. $370,000 MLS#796332

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful level building spot with 
fabulous views in all directions. 
Close to Rio Grande River nestled 
in the mountains. Located between 
South Fork and Creede in the Rio 
Grande Haciendas subdivision. 1.72 
acres for plenty of elbow room. Just 
minutes from World Class Skiing, 
Championship Golf and Fishing and 
Rafting on the Rio Grande River. A 
Trophy Hunter’s dream come true 
in Unit 76. $65,000 MLS#797216

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Wolf Creek Ski Area is in need 
of an Accounting Assistant/Ac-
counting Clerk. Duties include 
clerical tasks, processing reports, 
recording transactions and typi-
cal Accounts Payable and Payroll 
duties. Experience with Microsoft 
Office products is required. Atten-
tion to detail and organizational 
skills are important. Those with 
bookkeeping, human resources, 
or administrative assistance 

experience are encouraged to 
apply. Compensation is hourly 
and negotiable based on skill set. 
Reliable transportation and ability 
to commute to/from Wolf Creek 
Ski Area throughout the Winter 
is required. Year-round position 
with longer hours during the ski 
season, and a shorter workweek 
in the off-season. Would report 
to Accounting Supervisor as well 
as CEO/President. Please email 
resume to AP@WOLFCREEKSKI.

COM or call 970-264-5487. (8/31) 

Wolf Creek Ski Area is accepting 
applications for all departments: 
accounting (assistant), lifts, ski 
school, food and beverage, base 
operations, rental, retail, ticket 
office, ski patrol, vehicle main-
tenance, snow removal, snow 
reporting and a freelance pho-
tographer. To download an ap-
plication and see job descriptions 
please visit the employment page of 
WolfCreekSki.com. Send resumes 

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Neckwear
 7. Fish parts
13. Cooking
14. Quality
16. Rural delivery
17. Popular superhero
19. Partner to Pa
20. Shivering fits

22. Wrath

23. Linguistics pioneer

25. Large integers

26. A way to prepare food

28. Group of badgers

29. Peyton’s little brother

30. Rock out

31. Danish krone

33. Take from with force

34. Baroque musical instrument

36. Zodiac sign

38. Hebrew alphabet letter

40. Independent member of a clone

41. Type of garment

43. Satisfy

44. One point south of due east

45. A way to wipe out

47. Moved quickly on foot

48. Bar bill

51. An idiot

53. Performed with the voice silent

55. Body fluids

56. Rhythmic patterns

58. “__ my i’s”

59. Type of wrap

60. It shows who you are

61. Carousel

64. Type of college degree 

65. Molding

67. Closes again

69. Verses

70. Surface

CLUES DOWN

 1. Short, thick stick

 2. Rhode Island

 3. Animals of the horse family

 4. Very important persons

 5. Folk singer Di Franco

 6. Boredom

 7. Long speech

 8. Footballer Newton

 9. Expression of sorrow or pity

10. Linear accelerator

11. One quintillion bytes

12. Smallest interval in Western music

13. Box

15. Cheese dish

18. Make a mistake

21. Done by all people or things

24. Circumference

26. Chum

27. Electrocardiogram

30. Sandwich chain Jimmy __

32. Showed old movie

35. Important event on Wall St.

37. Where wrestlers work

38. Free from contamination

39. Eastern Canada coastal region

42. Slang for gun

43. High schoolers’ test

46. Fathers

47. Call it a career

49. Productive

50. Musical groups

52. Yellowish-brown

54. Lowest point of a ridge

55. Beloved late sportscaster Craig

57. Fill up

59. Cardinal number that’s the sum of 
5 and 1

62. Frost

63. Jewel

66. Atomic #45

68. Top lawyer

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
Open Daily

9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The 
Holy Moses

As the weather begins to cool, It’s 
time to get a new quilt or soft fleece 

throw. We have a great selection. 

Valley Wide Classifieds
and applications to wolfcreekski@
wolfcreekski.com or P.O. Box 
2800, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147. 
All jobs are winter seasonal (No-
vember - April) with competitive 
wages. (9/29)

RG BANK is now accepting ap-
plications for the position of FULL 
TIME TELLER. The job is pri-
marily in Monte Vista, but work 
in Alamosa is also required at 
times.  Interested parties can see 
more and download an application 
at: https://rgbank.bank/contact-
us/#employment (8/24)

The Upper Rio Grande School 
District is accepting applications 
for the position of Community 
Liaison.  Applicants need to have 
strong networking skills, be able 
to develop relationships with 
students, and partner with multiple 
agencies to support families in 
the school district.  Please send a 
cover letter and resume to Aaron 
Horrocks at ahorrocks@urtigers.
co or mail to 950 French Street, 
Del Norte CO 81332.  Please call 
(719) 657 - 4040 if you have any 
questions. (9/7) 

Accounting Clerk Full-time, 
great benefits immediate open-
ing, send resume to: rmsutilities@
yahoo.com (8/24)
South Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc. the Local Area Agency on 
Aging is looking for a Meal Serv-
er in Saguache.  MUST HAVE 
training and experience in food 
preparation and nutrition. 3 hours 
per day, Monday through Friday. 
This position is responsible for 
Food Preparation according to the 
Dietary Guidelines for Americans 
and must be familiar with Colo-
rado Retail Food Establishments 
Rules and Regulations and certifi-
cation Food Safety and Handling. 
Ideal Candidates: Must maintain 
meal-site according to Food Safety 
Regulations and be prepared and 
ready for inspection by State 
Health Inspector at any time. Will 
prepare for food delivery; warming 
of food, thermometer calibrations, 
etc. Will safely serve meals to in-
coming consumers at the meal-site 
and clean the meal-site location to  
Food Safety Inspection standards. 
South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc. is an EOE. Applications and 
Full Job Descriptions are available 
at South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc., 1116 3rd St. Alamosa CO or 
call 719-589-4511 for more infor-
mation. (8/31)

10 Apartments
1+Bedroom,3/4 Bath Unit in 
4-plex, in Del Norte, 1Person, NO 
PETS! $600.00/MO + Security De-
posit. Inclusive of Water and Sewer. 
Call 719-850-0750. (9-7) 

17 Real Estate For 

Sale
153.66 deed acres in grass, 3 
shares of Commonwealth Ditch, 
350 gpm irrigation well, 2 X 50 
gpm wells, totally fenced, corrals 
with loading chute. 4 miles from 
Alamosa.  $450,000. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc 
719-580-0770 or 719-873-1700. 
(8/31)

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good 
grass, easy access, power and 
ready to build on. Priced $109,000.  
Call Bruce at Steffens & Com-
pany Realty Inc 719-873-1700. 
(8/24)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 
GPM well water, 25 Shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of 
good water rights out of Carnero 
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral 
calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. (8/24)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (8/24) TFN  

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 
$175.00,  Del ivery avai lable . 
(12/28)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
FREE Pallets  and Shelving 
Crates Bontragers Variety Store. 
Call 719- 852-0500 for more infor-
mation. (9/14)

Sears Refrigerator.  $195.00.  
File cabinet 18” wide 28” deep. 
4 drawers on wheels, legal size. 
$75.00. Sunheat quartz infrared 
portable heater $75.00.  Bar with 
two chairs with butcher block 
top. $395.00.  719-376-5639. 
(8/31)

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on Facebook
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin 719-398-3185

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

Sunshine Country 
Grocery Store!
1 mile south off Hwy 370 on 5 East

10978 South Cty. Rd. 5 East • Monte Vista

Coming
Soon

Colorado Grown

Peaches & Pears
Available at

By the Box
or Pound

To order please call 719-852-6981 by August 16

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Valley Wide Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrigera-
tors and Freezers. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store, 9726 S. County Road 3E, Monte 
Vista. (719)852-0500 (8/24)

S T E E L S T O R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are water 
& rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information and 
pricing. Healdworks, Inc. – Your 
Total Storage Solution! 719-850-
0346 (8/24)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. (8/24)

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
Tools for Sale: Coats Tire Machine 
and balancer, A-Frame Scaffolding, 
Senco Construction Air Gun, LG 
NEW Window Air Conditioner, 
Hand Router w/new bits. For infor-
mation on more tools and pricing call 
719-850-2027.(8/31)

41 Farm Equipment
For sale older Ford 340 skid loader, 
900 lb. lift. Low hours rebuilt engine, 
starter, carburetor. $3,500 OBO, 
trade. 719-588-5632 (8/24)

55 RVs & Campers
2006 Laredo RV,fifth wheel with 
slide out, 29’. with fifth wheel slid-
ing hitch. $9,900.00. 719-376-5639 
(8/31)

64 Autos for Sale
Two Cars — 2008 Prius 127,392 
miles, summer-winter tires and 
wheels $9000; 2003 Saturn Ion 
4-Door, 71,000 miles, $2,000.00 just 
added front brakes, ball joints, and 
lower control arms. Call 719-298-
8512 or 719-766-1014 (8/27)

65 Professional 

Services
Let us give your car or truck a 
whole new look FOR LESS! We 
install Fender Flares, as well as Paint 
and Body work. We help with priori-
tizing your repairs to fit your budget! 
Call 719-937-3868. (8/31)

FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mow-
ing around homesteads and out 
buildings. Center, LaGarita Area. 
Call (715)699-3703 (7/27)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ 
years-experience in carpentry, paint-
ing, stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. 
Drug/Alcohol free. Free Estimates 
719-496-7630. (9/28)TFN

We haul gravel for yard work and, 
we do small cement & fence jobs. 
We also do light landscaping. Call 

719-850-2027 TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. 
Quick service. Call anytime, available 
weekends and evenings. 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. (8/31)TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cover-
ings. Free measuring, free estimates. 
Professional installation. Guaranteed 
lowest prices. Call Tony, 970-903-
1403. 11/01 TFN

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.
You’ll find yourself with money in 

your pocket and room in your garage 
when you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL GARAGE 

SALE SECTION of SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week

Call Today! 719-852-3531

(15 words or 
less - 35¢ per 
word over 15)
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•All day kindergarten
•3 & 4-year-old preschool
•Small class size focused on personalized 

differentiated instruction
•EXPANDED STEM Program includes 

experiences at the elementary school level.

First and Best in the Valley 
at Capturing Kids’ Hearts!

•One-to-One Technology (Student 
Chromebooks)

•Championship bands
•Award-winning academics 

including over 55 International 
Science Fair attendees!

•Advanced Placement classes
•Alternative programs available
•College credit for high school classes
•32 Extracurricular clubs/activities

•Middle school athletics: both
   Interscholastic and Intramural
•High school athletics: Volleyball, 
   Boys & Girls Golf, Football, Track, 
   Cross County, Cheerleading,
   Basketball, Wrestling & Baseball
• Fully Online Option Available, First 

Quarter will be at 50% capacity 
except for K-1 students. Please see 
our website for the full plan

Monte Vista School District
719-852-5996

First day of school is Monday, Aug. 15, 2022
Please see our website for our Reopening Plan or information about our online options

http://monte.k12.co.us

Thunderbird Pride!
First Day of School August 22
719-378-2321 sangreschools.org

Sangre de Cristo School District

• Top-Rated Pre-School
• Small Class Sizes and a Caring Staff
• AP Classes/STEM Courses
• Unique Vocational Business and 

Vocational Agriculture Science Pathways

• Award-Winning FFA Program
• Highly Competitive Athletic 

Programs (including our new 6 
man football program)

• State of the Art Facilities
• Multible post-secondary options

Our education programs 
integrate today’s 
technology with traditional 
learning to give your child 
the best of both worlds.

Creating lifelong 
learners

Leading the Way in Academic Excellence

How parents can 
pitch in at their 

children’s schools
Giving back to one’s community 

can take many forms. Some may give 
back by supporting legislature to make 
communities more inclusive, while 
others may volunteer with their local 
fire departments. Parents of school-aged 
youngsters can typically find many 
opportunities to give back through their 
children’s schools.

Parents who volunteer with their chil-
dren’s schools often get a unique glimpse 
into their children’s life at school. Such 
parents may see how their children interact 
with educators and classmates and gain 
greater insight into the school community 
where kids spend so much of their time. 
Volunteering at school also can benefit 
kids, who may recognize the importance 
of education more readily if mom and/or 
dad are spending their free time on campus. 
That recognition can leave to improved 
performance in the classroom.

Parent-teacher associations can be 
great resources for parents who want to 
volunteer with their children’s schools. 
Each year, students graduate and move 
on to new schools or colleges, and that 
means schools are in fresh need of parent 
volunteers each school year. Though 
each school has its own unique needs, 
the following are some roles parent 
volunteers may be able to play at their 
children’s schools.

• Tutor
• Mentor
• IT support: Parents with signifi-

cant experience in tech or information 
technology can offer to lend a hand or 
provide advice or insight in support of a 
school’s IT staff

• Organizer: Schools host many 
functions in a typical school year, and 
officials typically ask parents to pitch in 
so such events can be successful. For ex-
ample, parents can help organize school 
fundraisers, dances and holiday bazaars. 

• Chaperone on field trips
• Assistant coach: Many schools pay 

stipends to the head coaches of their 
athletic teams, but parents can serve as 
unpaid assistants or support staff during 
the season. For example, parents can 
volunteer to work as gameday staff, 
taking tickets at the gate or directing 
ticket holders where to park.

• Club official: Extracurricular clubs 
also can benefit from parents willing to 
work as volunteers. Parents can help 
students who want to start new clubs 
or serve as moderators or helpers in 
existing clubs.

• Administrative support: Parents also 
can pitch to help with behind-the-scenes 
administrative duties like letter-writing, 
grant proposals and other projects that 
play a vital role in securing funding for  
school programs and other services.

Parents who want to give back to their 
communities can take an active role in 
their children’s schools. 

By LyndSie FerreLL

CREEDE — There are two things 
that make a great music festival ac-
cording to Headwaters Music Festival 
planner Bob Holt — bring in some great 
talent and thank the community for all 
the support.

With those two things in hand, Holt 
and his group have been putting on a 
successful festival for the past six years 
and according to him, there is only one 
way to go, and that is up.

This year’s Headwater Music Festi-
val will be held on Aug. 27 and 28 and 
will feature some long-awaited talent. 
The weekend kicks off on Saturday 
with a special band, The 4th Infantry 
Division, also known as Ivy. 

Holt and his crew have been working 
for the past two years to get approval 
to host The 4th Infantry Division and 
are excited to finally have them on the 
schedule.

“We have been waiting for approval 
from the military to host this band and 
we are really excited to be able to wel-
come them to Creede,” Holt said.

The weekend is the perfect time to 
head to the Creede area and enjoy the 
surrounding mountains and public lands 
while enjoying a one-of-a-kind music 
festival. There will be plenty of food and 
craft vendors as well as plenty to do in 
town, including catching a play at the 
Creede Repertory Theatre or exploring 
the historic mining district along the 
Bachelor Loop just above Creede. 

According to their bio, The 4th Infan-
try Division is a division of the United 
States Army based at Fort Carson, Colo. 
It is composed of a Headquarters and 
Headquarters Battalion, three brigade 
combat teams (1st Stryker BCT, 2nd 
Infantry BCT, and 3rd Armored BCT), 

a Combat Aviation Brigade, the 4th 
Infantry Division Sustainment Brigade, 
and a Division Artillery.

The 4th Infantry Division’s official 
nickname, “Ivy,” is a play on words of 
the Roman numeral IV or 4. Ivy leaves 
symbolize tenacity and fidelity which is 
the basis of the division’s motto: “Stead-
fast and Loyal.” The second nickname, 
“Iron Horse,” has been adopted to 
underscore the speed and power of the 
division and its soldiers.

The band will also be playing a spe-
cial concert for the patrons of Mountain 
View RV Park and resort on Friday, 
Aug. 26, to say “thank you” for all the 
support of the local community.

Saturday features talent from local 
and visiting bands that have come to 
grace the stage at the Headwaters Music 
Festival.

“We try every year to get one big 
band. We are successful in doing this 
because we have such great support 
from the community and we wouldn’t 
be the festival we are without our local 
talent,” said Holt.

Saturday will welcome Caldera, 
Rally Round, Dave Becker Band, Bo 
Depena and finally Verlon Thompson 
and Shawn Camp. Each of these bands 
bring unique and eclectic sounds that are 

sure to get the attending crowd up on 
their feet and the party started, according 
to organizers.

On Sunday, the day will begin with 
Kundalini Yoga and Gong bath with the 
music starting immediately after. First 
on stage will be Stoney Gabel, Trouble 
Bound, McLeod Nine and finally The 
Rifters from Alamosa will once again 
close out the weekend. 

The full schedule and prepurchase 
tickets are available online at www.
headwatersmusicfestival.com. 

Courtesy photos

The annual Headwaters Music Festival in Creede is ready to hit the stage on 
Aug. 27 and will be welcoming special guest band The 4th Infantry Division.

Headwaters Music Festival 
brings talent to local stage
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