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ALAMOSA — The Colorado 

Depar tment  of  Labor  and 

Employment (CDLE)’s Division 

of Family and Medical Leave 

Insurance (FAMLI) will be 

hosting a community meeting in 

Alamosa to prepare businesses 

for Colorado’s paid family and 

medical leave insurance program 

in early August. The FAMLI 

Town Hall will be from 12 to 

1 p.m. on Aug. 11 at San Luis 

Behavioral Health Group, 8745 

County Road 9 S in Alamosa.

The  FAMLI Divis ion  i s 

traveling across the state to 

provibde an overview of the 

program, answer questions and 

help businesses prepare for the 

rollout of premium deductions 

beginning in January 2023. The 

new voter-approved initiative 

will  ensure workers across 

the state won’t have to choose 

between earning a paycheck and 

taking care of themselves or a 

loved one when life happens. The 

Alamosa Town Hall is one of 15 

statewide community meetings 

the Division is hosting through 

October. A complete schedule 

is listed on famli.colorado.gov.

Attendees are encouraged to 

RSVP with the Division on famli.

colorado.gov.

Creede Arts 
Council’s Music in 
the Park to feature 
classical musicians

CREEDE  — A fami ly -

friendly, outdoor concert is set 

for the Pavilion in Jim Basham 

Park from 2-4 p.m. on Aug. 

14, featuring operatic classics, 

American standards, country 

music, and more.

Performances by Alexandra 

LoBianco, soprano; Jeremy 

Reger,  piano;  Greg Zuber, 

marimba; and Patricia Wolf 

Zuber, flute as well as appearances 

from some of Creede’s local 

musicians.

LoBianco and Zuber appear 

courtesy of the Santa Fe Opera. In 

case of rainy weather, the Music 

in the Park on Aug. 14 will be 

held in a tent to the south of the 

Creede Hotel.

Music in the Park is sponsored 

by the Creede Arts Council. 

CAC is offering this concert 

in conjunction with the Creede 

Musical Arts Collective. This 

concert is free and open to the 

public. No ticket needed.

FAMLI Town 
Hall is Aug. 11 in 

Alamosa

Staff RepoRt

MONTE VISTA — The San Luis 

Valley Fair was buzzing with activity 

on Monday, Aug. 8, inside and out.
The fair setup took place early 

Saturday, Aug. 6, morning followed 
later that night with the ever-popular 
Ranch Rodeo — buckles and cash 
went to Almost Singleton’s, Johnson 
Ranches, Day Thugs and ARJ 
Ranches.

There were also children and 

adults who have been working hard 

on other items for the fair, including 

homemade cakes, home-grown 

produce, woodworking, pictures, 

and other handiwork that will be 

judged and on display at the fair 

through Aug. 12. 

The fair got rolling on Sunday 

with the 4-H Dog Show, followed 

by Dairy Goat judging and Milking 

competition and the Mike Kelley 

Memorial Open Barrow Show. 

San Luis Valley Fair is underway

The washing station at the San Luis 
Valley Fair in Monte Vista was full 

of people washing their swine for the 
breeding show and showmanship 

later in the afternoon. 

Photo by Brian Williams

Please see FAIR on Page 4A

By patRick Shea

CENTER — Classrooms are 
humming again at the Center 
Consolidated School District, 
highlighted by a new high school 
principal, Nicole Neufeld.

Although Neufeld isn’t new to the 
district, her current position fits with 
the trajectory of her career. Principal 
Neufeld started as a special education 
teacher at Sangre de Cristo Elementary 
16 years ago. Then she spent two years 
managing kindergarteners at Haskin 
Elementary, her first position in the 
Center School District.

Neufeld stretched beyond the 

classroom from 2013 through most 
of 2021 before returning to Center 
last November to teach secondary 
special education. For the intervening 
eight years, Neufeld held the position 
of Associate Director of the Early 
Childhood Council of the San Luis 
Valley.

The Early Childhood Council of 
the San Luis Valley concentrates on 
the connection between education, 
family stability, and available services 
for early childhood development. 
Neufeld’s experience in the classroom 
helped her contributions to the 
Council, an experience likely to bolster 

her job as a principal.
After Neufeld returned to the 

district last fall, Center High School 
principal Kevin Jones took a job as 
Superintendent for Sierra Grande 
School District at the conclusion of 
the 2021-22 school year.

Neufeld started her new leadership 
role this summer. She started her career 
in education by earning a bachelor’s 
in Sociology at the University of 
Colorado in Boulder. She then earned 
her master’s in Educational Leadership 
and Early Childhood Education from 
CU-Denver.

Nicole Neufeld

New high school principal highlights change at Center Schools

Please see NEUFELD on Page 6A

Crestone Music Festival 
drums up dancers

Drummers and dancers filled 
downtown Crestone on Aug. 6 

for the 21st Annual Crestone 
Music Festival, another blend 
of performance, participation, 

and education.

Photos by Patrick Shea

At the end of the Capoeira demonstration at the Crestone Music 
Festival, members of the audience paired up with experts to work 
through the movements together.

By patRick Shea

CRESTONE — Tom Dessain, 
Executive Director of Crestone 
Performances Inc., steered another 
Crestone Music Festival to success 
on Aug. 6 with the help of volunteers, 
vendors, quality performers, and 
decades of experience putting on 
public spectacles.

B e f o r e  a n  i n t e r a c t i v e 
demonstration of a Brazilian 
tradition called “Capoeira,” Dessain 
said, “We take acts like you’re about 
to see to the schools in Saguache 
County, Salida, and into the San 
Luis Valley. The Japanese Taiko 
Drummers that you saw earlier, 
they’re our most popular act in the 
schools. We’ve done 25 shows over 
20 years with the Taiko Drummers.”

Saturday marked the 21st 

Please see MUSIC on Page 6A

Courier photo by Priscilla Waggoner 

Colorado Attorney General Phil 
Weiser while in the SLV meeting with 
victims, law enforcement officials, 
members of the public and the Valley 
Courier related to his interim role in 
leadership of the District Attorney’s 
Office of the 12th Judicial District 
following the resignation of former 
DA Alonzo Payne.

The start of a 
new chapter

By pRiScilla WaggoneR

ALAMOSA — “We’re rebuilding. 
It’s going to take time. We’re in this 
for a while.”

That was the takeaway from two of 
the conversations Attorney General 
Phil Weiser had during his trip to 
the San Luis Valley this week. While 
the settings were different — one, a 
conversation with the Valley Courier 
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Carla Jayne Worley passed away 
peacefully on July 25, 2022, after 
a long battle with ovarian cancer. 
Carla was born on May 21, 1957, in 
Monte Vista, Colo., to parents Carl 
and Audrey Worley. She was the third 
or middle daughter out of five girls.

After she graduated from Sargent 
High School, she attended Colorado 
State University where she attained a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil 
Engineering. She moved to Denver 
and worked for several years with 
Leonard Rice Engineers as a water 
engineer.

In 1984 she moved back to the 
Sargent community to join the 
family farming operation with her 
father and two brothers-in-law and 
continued farming with the inclusion 
of her three nephews. From an early 
age she loved playing in the dirt and 
water. Carla truly was a pioneering 
woman in agriculture and in the 
potato industry not only locally but 
nationally as well.

She was a member of the Colorado 
Certified Potato Growers Board of 
Directors. She served as a Board 
member on the United States Potato 
Promotion Board for 12 years including 
service on the Executive Committee. 
She served on the Rio Grande County 
Museum Board of Directors and on 
the Sargent Community Church Board 
of Directors and the Pastor/Parish 
Relations committee.

She inherited her interest and 
passion for water from her father Carl 
and when the opportunity arose, she 
took his position on the Rio Grande 
Canal Board of Directors, she held 
that position from 2006-present. She 
also served on the Rio Grande Water 
Users Board from 2009-2017. She 
was a member of the Sub  District 
No. 1 Board of Managers from its 
inception until the present.

Carla, though she never married, 
lived a full life, never backing 
down from a challenge. She was 
instrumental in the start-up and 
operation of one of the first on-farm 
tissue culture lab and greenhouse 
operations in the San Luis Valley, 
producing disease-free plantlets and 
mini-tubers.

She got her pilot’s license, 
loved traveling around the country 
and beyond, she wrote computer 
programs for the Hi-Land Potato 
Company. Anything from sitting 
down and sewing Barbie doll clothes 
or making clay figurines or working 
for hours putting a puzzle together, 
nothing was out of the question.

She loved kids, not only her 
nieces and nephews and great 
nieces and nephews, but she always 
found time to help other kids in the 
community. She was a 4-H leader 
for many years teaching youngsters 
to sew. She also served as the SLV 

Carla Jayne Worley
May 21, 1957 — July 25, 2022

Fair Board manager. She was a 
volunteer with Kid’s Hope helping 
kids with school work and after 
school activities.

As a dedicated member of the 
Sargent Community Church, she 
enjoyed teaching Sunday school, 
Bible study, singing in the church 
choir and worshiping with friends 
and neighbors.

Carla joins her parents Carl and 
Audrey in heaven and leaves behind 
her four sisters: Annette (Tom) 
Hosmann of Springfield, Mo., Kerry 
Worley of Creede, Colo., Gail (Bob)
Mattive of Monte Vista, Colo., and 
Yvonne (Lee) Seaman of Highlands 
Ranch, Colo.

What she cherished most was 
being Aunt Carla to her nine nieces 
and nephews and 12 great-nieces 
and nephews: Matthew (Samantha) 
Smartt (Dali, Tristin) of Monte 
Vista, Colo., Christopher Hosmann 
of Lee’s Summit, Mo., Grant 
(LaRae) Mattive (Lane, Cason) 
of Monte Vista, Colo., Andrea 
(Nick) Denning (Brooke, Layla) of 
Littleton, Colo., Timothy (Alyssa) 
Hosmann of Lee’s Summit, Mo., 
Marcia (Eric) Stephens (Kimaya, 
Keiryn, Kalina) currently stationed 
in Italy, Megan (Brandon) Cleghorn 
(Hudson) of Monte Vista, Colo., 
Michelle (Curtis) Jones (Emma, 
Carson) of Columbus, Ga., and Reid 
Mattive of Center, Colo.

She wasn’t just Aunt Carla to them; 
she was Aunt Carla to Everyone. We 
will always remember her energy, 
her positive outlook on life and her 
“glass half full and Can Do” attitude.

A memorial service is scheduled 
for 2 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 11, 
2022, at the Sargent Community 
Church.

Contributions are suggested to the 
San Luis Valley 4-H and may be made 
in care of the funeral home office. 
To express condolences, please visit 
www.rogersfunerals.com.

Rogers Family Mortuary in Monte 
Vista is in care of the arrangements.

Robert Virgil Clark,73 (Robbie to 
everyone who knew him) went to join 
his little dog, Clara, in heaven on July 
24, 2022, in Yuma, Ariz. Robbie was 
born on Nov. 10, 1948, to Delmar V 
and L Ruth Clark.

He and his wife, Connie, were 
married for 53 years. Robbie always 
thought his greatest accomplishments 
in life were being a good husband and 
a good father to their three sons, 
Fritz, of Ada, Okla., Justin (Kelli), of 
Grand Junction, Colo., and Jeremy 
(Bridget), of East Aurora, NY, and 
especially a good grandfather to 
his four grandchildren, Jesse and 
Mathew, of Grand Junction, Colo., 
and Brooklyn and Aiden, of East 
Aurora, NY.

He often expressed how proud he 
was of his sons and grandchildren. 
There was no limit to the support 
he gave whether it was football, 
baseball, wrestling, golf, soccer, 
volleyball, gymnastics, rodeo or their 
academic successes. 

Robbie graduated from Monte 
Vista High School where he excelled 
in football, wrestling, and track. He 
laughed when he told friends that this 
“little fat guy held the school record 
in the 100 yard dash.”

He also was a bull rider and later a 
team roper where he won the Ski-Hi 
Stampede with his son Fritz. He was 
on the Ski-Hi Stampede Committee 
for 20 years where he generated many 
great memories and a whole lot of 
great friends.

Later in life Robbie took up 
golf, mainly to spend time with his 
grandson Aiden. He also spent many 
hours elk and deer hunting.

Robbie owned and operated J & 
R Sales with his sons. When he sold 
the business, he was the equipment 
salesman for the Monte Vista COOP.

When they retired, Robbie and 
Connie made the decision to become 
snowbirds and spent the last six years 
between Monte Vista and Yuma, 
Ariz. They loved the warm weather 
and low elevation.

Robbie was preceded in death by 
his parents, Delmar V and L Ruth 
Clark and, of course, his special little 
traveling partner, Clara.

He is survived by his wife, Connie, 
his three sons, four grandchildren, 
and his two sisters, Nona (Kenneth) 
VanIwarden, of Monte Vista, Colo., 
and Lynette Freel, of Albuquerque, 
NM, his forever brother in law, 
Rod Freel, Belen, of NM. He is 

Robert Virgil Clark

also survived by his nieces, Christy 
(Monte) Smith, Tandy Freel, Blair 
(Brian) Lopez, and great nephews 
Luke and Trey Jones, and Joey and 
Alex Lopez.

A celebration of life will be held on 
Aug. 20, 2022, at 11 a.m. at the new 
Ski-Hi building with lunch to follow.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to “Ski Hi Stampede 
Committee for Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink Stephanie Miner Imaging 
Center “or “Ski Hi Stampede 
Scholarship,” PO Box 391 Monte 
Vista, CO 81144.

Jerry Paul Bethe, 82 of Monte 
Vista. On May 5, 1940, an amazing 
man was born. The youngest of 
three born to Ernest E. Bethe and 
Dorothy L. (Dahl). Jerry married the 
most patient woman on the planet 
and the love of his life Emma Jean 
(Swinehart). Together they raised 
daughter Helen Harris, were blessed 
with two grandsons Danny and Jerry 
Harris and celebrated 56 1/2 years 
of wedded bliss.

Dad was kind, extremely generous 
and hard working. It took a while, 
but he was finally after 40-plus years 
talked into retirement. He promptly 
fast talked his way into a brand new 
RV, packed his bride and a lifetime 
of stuff into 40 feet and hit the open 
road.

Still up with the sun, but now 
his own boss, Dad would be where 
he wanted and take his sweet time 
getting there! Along the way, the 
old fart and his bride made many 
wonderful memories and many 
wonderful friends. Eventually they 
hung up the keys to the RV and 
settled in his hometown of Monte 
Vista, Colo.

As his health declined Dad 

Jerry Paul Bethe
expressed the desire to be at home 
with mom and for heaven’s sake, 
no fanfare! As a family we made 
him as comfortable as possible. Dad 
never rested however, he kept busy 
making sure that mom ate, slept and 
was going to be OK. 

On July 16, 2022, at 10 a.m., Dad 
passed peacefully and at home with 
his family. He was welcomed to his 
Heavenly home by both parents, 
one brother Corky Bethe (Flora), 
and many other friends and family. 

He is survived by his wife Jean 
Bethe, daughter Helen Harris (Kyle 
Moderie) and grandsons Danny and 
Jerry Harris, nieces, nephews, many 
close friends and brothers and sister 
in Christ.

His wise words, broad shoulder 
and infectious laugh are missed 
already. We love you Papa, a bushel 
and a peck and a hug around the 
neck! OXO

Cremation was chosen and 
celebration of life will be held on 
Aug. 12, 2022, at 2 p.m. in South 
Fork, Colo., at the Emmanuel 
Chapel. Services are in the care 
of Strohmayer’s Funeral Home in 
Monte Vista, Colo.

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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opinion & editoRial

Ol’ Dutch comes from a very long 
line of rock collectors, so it comes 
as no surprise that I find all kinds of 
“treasures” scattered on the ground 
wherever I go. While most people 
walk around with their head up and 
eyes front and center to keep from 
running into things, if you watch 
me very much you will notice my 
eyes are always glued to the ground 
in front of me. This has caused me 
to walk into no small number of 
things as I stroll along which is a 
little embarrassing to say the least.

So, whether it’s a malformation 
of the spine due to childhood abuse 
of being forced to look for rocks on 
vacations or just a learned trait, Ol’ 
Dutch is always looking for the next 
great find.

This past week Miss Trixie 
had overcommitted, as usual, to 
entertaining people and Ol’ Dutch 
found himself out in a dry creek in 
Colorado looking for petrified wood 
which is an ancient tree that now has 
turned into stone. Exiting the Jeep with 
my usual good attitude about such 
things which is easily identified by me 
saying “I don’t want to do this,” we 
ambled slowly across the rattlesnake 
infested terrain toward a small wash.

Miss Trixie and said child to whom 
she had obligated us to entertain, took 
off like a shot in the dark while Ol’ 
Dutch assumed the position. Head 
down, eyes scanning the ground 
and anticipating a neck ache sure to 
follow later that night. They say it’s 
better to be lucky rather than good 
and I think that does play a part in 
a lot of what Ol’ Dutch experiences 
all the time including snagging Miss 
Trixie in her weakest moment.

But also, years of looking for rocks 
on the ground does help to develop 
a trained eye for just what you are 
looking for. And so was the case, 
as not 100 feet from the dirt road, 
Ol’ Dutch looked down and saw a 
beautiful stone arrowhead lying on 
the ground. Even to me it always 
seems somewhat miraculous that a 
person would find a 10,000-year-old 
hunters tool and when I hold them 
in my hands, I try and envision just 
what was going on with them the 
day they lost it.

Which leads me to the rest of the 
story as Paul Harvey used to say. 
Not too long ago, Ol’ Dutch received 
a phone call from his father, Fast 
Freddy of Dodge City, Kan., fame, to 
come to Kansas and get some of my 
family inheritance. Now for some of 

Editor,
On behalf of the Lost Valley of 

the San Juans Property Owners, 
the Lost Valley Property Owner’s 
Association, and the Mountain Light 
Lodge and Voice of the Wilderness, 
we would like to extend our extreme 
appreciation to all the men and 
women with the U.S. Forest Service, 
Bureau of Land Management, 
Wildland Fire Fighters, Mineral 
County Commissioners, Mineral 
County Sheriff ’s Department, 

Mineral County Emergency Services, 
Archuleta County Commissioners, 
Archuleta County Emergency 
Services, Archuleta County Sheriff’s 
Department, Archuleta County Road 
and Bridge, Pagosa Springs Fire 
District, Pagosa Springs EMS, and 
other personnel for the phenomenal 
job of protecting the Lost Valley of 
the San Juans and the Four Mile Water 
Shed, during the Plumtaw Fire.

Without the tireless efforts and 
professionalism of those involved, we 

have no doubt our homes would have 
been destroyed by the Plumtaw Fire. 
And to the residents of Archuleta and 
Mineral County, thank you for your 
kind offers to the residents of the 
Lost Valley for places to stay during 
the evacuation and donations of food 
and drinks. Words are not enough 
to express our deepest gratitude. 
Thank you!

Tamie Hemphill
Lost Valley of the San Juans 

Property Owner

Rocks in my head

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

you that would include such things 
as money which is always welcome 
but Ol’ Dutch is smarter than that as 
Fast Freddy comes from a long line 
of Scottish ancestors who are always 
known for being able to squeeze a 
dime out of a nickel.

But wanting to see him anyway and 
curious as to what possible valuable 
item I might glean from such a visit, 
I took off for the flatlands and my 
ancestral digs. Now I am not sure how 
I became so lucky, but incredibly, 
my father selected me amongst all 
my clan to be the next “keeper of the 
rocks.” As I mentioned before I come 
from a long line of rockhounds and 
so generations of digging and picking 
all over the country has yielded 
a plethora of beautiful specimens 
all of which must be kept so the 
dearly departed do not turn over in 
their graves. And that is why some 
2,000 pounds of rocks now reside 
in my barn, until I can pass them 
on. Luckily Granddaughter #2 has 
caught rock fever so Ol’ Dutch can 
rest easy knowing the collection 
is in safe hands for the next two 
generations.

If you have never looked for rocks, 
there is no time like the present to get 
out there and find some of your own. 
It’s good exercise, good for the soul 
and a great way to entertain kids who 
already spend too much time playing 
video games. And if you hustle, you 
too can have your own family rock 
collection to leave to your kids for 
them to have to store. They’ll thank 
you for it.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com

Lost Valley of the San Juans Property Owners 
appreciate effort during Plumtaw Fire

youR night Sky
By daRlene danko

Early morning and 
evening viewing

Don’t forget that the Perseid Meteor 
Shower peaks on Aug. 12. Even 
though that time is a full moon, it 
sets close to 4 a.m., so then we can 
go out and view them. 

We’ve been so cloudy, and I hope 
that the clouds go away for that day. 
Even though we had a lot of rain, 
thunder, and lightning recently, the 
sky cleared out overnight. So, I hope 
it continues to do that.

Mercury is visible low in the west 
after the Sun sets. It will be visible 
most of this month. You’ll just have 
to look low in the west for Mercury.  
So, this is an evening viewing.

Jupiter is 2 1/2 times Mar’s distance 
from Earth, but it’s 8 times wider than 
Mars. Plus, its gaseous atmosphere 
reflects more sunlight than Mars, 50% 

vs. 15%. All of that makes Jupiter 
the second-brightest object in the 
sky these mornings. Of course, the 
moon is the brightest. It currently rises 
at 11 p.m. By the end of this month, it 
will rise before 9 p.m.

Saturn rises in the east by 9 p.m. It 
reaches visible opposition on Aug. 14. 
So, it’s visible all night in the south. 
Mars is visible in the southeast in the 
morning. Venus is a brilliant morning 
star. It rises 2 hours before the Sun 
in the east.

The Studio Tour is coming up this 
Saturday, Aug. 12. There are three of 
us in South Fork, and more in Creede. 
It occurs from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
There will be signs around, but you 
should first drive up the highway that 
goes to Creede. Before you go over 
the bridge there will be a left turn for 
you to take. That’s Ponderosa Drive. A 
little past the Train Station there will 

be a road on the right (Deer Run) that 
you need to turn onto.

Just be careful that you look at the 
railroad tracks to make sure there are 
no railbikes coming. Then you can 
cross the railroad tracks. The road will 
turn left and go up a little hill. There 
are three houses above the hill, and 
mine is the middle one with a three-
car garage. There will be signs there, 
and my studio is behind the garage, 
so you have just go around it to the 
back of the house. There will be three 
steps to get up to the deck, and then 
the door to my studio is just on the 
right. Hope to see you!

Subscribe Online!

.com
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The fair continued Monday with 
the Open Class and 4-H-FFA Project 
judging inside the Outcalt Event and 
Conference Center. 

Outside in the Livestock Pavillion 
the Breeding Beef Show-Dairy Calf 
Show began shortly after 9 a.m. on 
Monday, followed by the Breeding 
Sheep Show, Production Meat Goat 
Show, Breeding Swine Showe and 
Swine Showmanship.

Tuesday’s schedule included the 
4-H Fashion Revue from 10 a.m. 
to noon and the 4-H Fashion Show 
at 7:30 p.m. indoors; 4-H Working 
Ranch Horse Show at 9 a.m. in the 
arena, and the Market Swine Show 
at 5:30 p.m. in Pavillion.

Wednesday will see the 4-H 
Gymkhana in the arena at 8 a.m.; 
the Rabbit Show at 10 a.m. in the 
McMullen Building; the Market 
Lamb Show at 5 p.m. in the Pavillion; 
and the 101st Country Band inside 
the event center.

The Meat Goat Show and the 
Market Beef Show are at 4 p.m. and 
6 p.m. respectively in the Pavillion 
on Thursday.

The Junior Livestock Auction 
takes center stage at 6 p.m. on Friday 
in the Pavillion, followed by a street 
dance.

The SLV Fair runs from Aug. 
6-13 in Monte Vista. For more 
information, visit online slvfair.com.

Young horse riders wait their turn on Monday at the San Luis Valley Fair.

Photos by Brian Williams

Two pigs appear to be sleeping on Monday in the McMullen Building at the 
San Luis Valley Fair in Monte Vista.

Young horse riders put their 
horses to work during the 4-H 
Horse Show in the Ski-Hi Complex 
Arena on Monday of the San Luis 
Valley Fair.

Vendors were set up inside the Outcalt Event 
and Conference Center while open class 
and 4-H-FFA projects were being judged on 
Monday at the San Luis Valley Fair. 

FAIR Continued from Page 1A

anniversary of the festival. Dessain 
and his crew have produced 251 
shows over the decades, featuring 
almost 50 different presenters. Events 
have highlighted steel drummers, 
jugglers, a falconer, and many other 
acts from all over the world. Dessain 
mentioned that they are reviving Open 
Mic Night for students this fall.

Two of the acts sandwiched 
between original songwriters, aerial 
acrobatics, drumming, blues, and 
jazz on Saturday also highlight the 
school shows. The Taiko Drummers 
performed mid-afternoon, and a group 
from Colorado Springs and Brazil 
showcased Capoeira before ONDA Photos by Patrick Shea

Homegrown fabric aerialist Malana 
Ramadei spun for the crowd twice 
during the Crestone Music Festival 
on Aug. 6.
 
Left: Before ONDO closed out the 
night with Latin-driven dance jazz, 
Tom Dessain announced nine raffle 
winners with passes for two to Joyful 
Journey Hot Springs Spa, Valley View 
Hot Springs, or Sand Dunes Recreation.

MUSIC Continued from Page 1A

closed out the night with Latin-
infused dance grooves. Capoeira is 
a Brazilian martial arts practice from 
the 19th Century, a combination of 
dance and combat movements.

Crestone’s own Malana Ramadei 
spun for the crowd.

“We started playing music together 
when she was in sixth grade,” Dessain 
told the crowd before she started her 
show. “Just letting you know; Malana 
can really play the trap set drums.”

Suspended above the ground, 
Ramadei’s aerial display entailed 
wrapping herself in fabric while 
twirling, twisting, and unraveling 
to the ground. She performed twice 

during the festival.
Blue Rooster featured a few more 

musicians on-stage for their refined 
renditions of classic rock cover songs. 
Earlier in the lineup, a trio of bass, 
guitar, and cello called Rhondavoo 
shared jazz standards and more. 
Rhonda Schoenecker played guitar 
and sang. On cello, Mark Dudrow 
provided more vocals while Charley 
Johnson sang and played bass.

The bouncy house throbbed with 
children throughout the day, and 
bands took turns on two adjacent 
stages made possible by generous 
sponsors. Thanks to Amica’s Pizza 
in Salida, one stage was fully funded.

The Crestone Community Stage 
received money from Crestone 
Mercantile, The Crestone Eagle, 
Joyful Journey Hot Springs Spa, 
Shumei International Institute, 
Alamosa Live Music Association, 
Crestone Creative Trade, Valley 
Roots Food Hub, Higher Elevation 
Dispensary, One Eleven Dispensary, 
Shaman 1214, Harrell Quality Homes, 
and Shangrilah Colorado LLC.
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$45 one-year, in Valley
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719-852-3531 • email: MonteVistaClass@gmail.com

Check 
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Your News Source for a

New School Year

Available 

Online!

At back-to-school time and all year, 

we report on what matters most to you 

and your family!

Education news, school sports, student recognition, 

shopping and special offers, family dining deals, kid-

friendly events and activities, family entertainment, 

community announcements 

and more…

‘Perfect Love’ is Women’s Conference Theme
SuBmitted aRticle

ALAMOSA — “Perfect Love” is 
theme of the 33rd Annual Southern 
Colorado Women’s Conference 
scheduled for Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 at 
Calvary Bible Chapel, 7160 Brush 
Lane. The featured speaker will 
be international speaker and best-
selling author Janet Perez-Settles 
(formerly Eckles) from Orlando, 
Fla. The theme text for this year’s 
conference is I John 4:18 : “Perfect 
Love Casts Out Fear.”

Perez-Settles was born in Bolivia 
and came to the United States when 
she was 12. She has been called “a 
powerhouse of motivation” as she 
empowers 1,000’s to rise above any 
setbacks.

Her key-note messages are drawn 
from her four inspirational books, 
including her Amazon best-selling 
No. 1 “Simply Salsa” where she 
teaches the simplicity of finding joy 

even in the midst of chaos.
Her insights were published in 

the Los Angeles Times and New 
York Daily News. Her writings 
appear in 32 “Chicken Soup for the 
Soul” best-selling titles, Guidepost 
Magazine and dozens of anthologies 
and hundreds of magazine articles. 
Her profound experiences continue 
to capture the media.

In addition to being featured 
on the cover of Hispanic Woman 
magazine, she was interviewed on 
Fox 35 News, affiliate “Despierta 
America”, 700 Club, Focus on the 
Family and on dozens of radio and 
TV networks. Her most valued 
reward is God’s grace. It is His grace 
that brings her before audiences 
like you so you can witness proof 
of God’s victorious triumph in the 
darkest times. 

The music will be by singer-
songwriter Denise Chaney, who 

was raised in Monte Vista, where 
she met and married her husband, 
Jarrett. Her parents are Jerry and 
Betty Cochran. Denise and Jarrett 
now reside in Pagosa Springs with 
their son Jackson.

She studied Interior Design and 
Music at Olivet Nazarene University 
in Illinois and came back to the San 
Juan Mountains after graduation. 
You will truly be blessed by her 

music. You can learn more about her 
work at DeniseChaneyMusic.com.

The conference will include one 
session Friday night, 7 to 9 p.m. 
and two sessions on Saturday 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., including a continental 
breakfast and lunch.

Reservations are essential by 
Monday, Sept. 26.  For ticket 
information, call Kay Jones at 719-
480-2352.

By lyndSie feRRell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — 
Rio Grande County Emergency 
Manager Art Wittner gave a brief 
update during the Rio Grande County 
Commissioner meeting held on July 
27. Wittner said right off that July 
had been busy for his department and 
that several things were beginning to 
wrap up along with summer.

Wittner explained that the Hazzard 
Mitigation Plan that has been in the 
works for several months now is 
on schedule. According to Wittner, 
he spoke during the Emergency 
Support Function 5 meeting last 
month and that per suggestions from 
the vendors at the meeting, sent out 
a survey to department heads for 
their feedback on the plan. Wittner 
said that the survey is showing a 
50 percent response for the county 
and that compared to other county’s 
participation, 50 percent was a good 
start.

“There will be another survey 
coming out and it will go strictly to 
the commissioners, to the sheriff, 
the first responder entities and to the 
town managers throughout the county 
for their completion and hopefully 
we can have that done by Aug. 15,” 
said Wittner. 

The process for the Hazard 
Mitigation Plan begins at the local 

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Rio Grande County Emergency Manager Art Wittner gave a brief update to Rio Grande County Commissioners 
during their meeting on July 27 and briefed the board about coming retreats, training and the status of the 
Hazard Mitigation Plan.

RG County Emergency Manager gives July updates
level and works its way through state 
and federal before it is approved and 
completed. It identifies local and state 
hazard risk and how each community 
would deal with emergencies on the 
local level before other state and 
federal resources are brought in 
during an emergency. 

Wittner continued his report stating 
that there would be an emergency 
manager retreat in Hinsdale County 
this year and that Hinsdale was part of 
the regional emergency management 
group. The focus for this year’s 
retreat will be Regional Tactical 
Interoperability Communication 
plan, also known as the TIC plan.

“In the two years I have been in 
this position, that has been one of 
the biggest issues I have dealt with,” 
he said. “Communications during 
emergencies with feds, state and some 
local entities. This will be a way for us 
as a region to formulate a plan, present 
the plan and get it approved through 
the state for utilizing channels and 
finding out what is available to us.”

In addition to the retreat, Wittner 
will also be attending the Local 
Emergency Preparedness Coalition 
Conference in September. The 
conference pertains to Tier One 
facilities.

According to Wittner, Rio Grande 
County has 13 Tier One facilities 

and Tier One facilities are locations 
that have hazardous materials and 
that anything over a certain quantity 
will be considered Tier One. This 
would include fertilizer and other 
agricultural chemicals used during 
ranching and farming operations. 

Wittner also said that he was 
able to get some radios to be used 
for commissioner communications 

during an emergency like the Monte 
Vista Fire earlier this year and that 
Conejos County and Colorado 
Department of Transportation were 
kind enough to donate radios that 
they were no longer using. These 
radios will be used by select county 
officials, including commissioners, 
to monitor communications during 
an emergency.

Wittner ended his report by 
reminding people to remain vigilant 
during the fire season, despite recent 
rain.

“As far as fire danger goes, even 
though we have been getting a lot of 
rain, it still isn’t enough, so people 
need to continue to be cautious as we 
move through the rest of summer,” 
he said.

Subscribe 
Online! .com
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Once a year, I go to the doctor and get 
a check-up. And every time, one of the 
things they do is check my heart. A good 
thorough exam will reveal if there are 
any problems that need to be addressed 
before a heart condition arises.

I believe we need to do the same thing 
with our own hearts, spiritually speaking. 
Because the truth is, everyone’s heart 
is in some condition. In fact, we have 
a responsibility to do this as Proverbs 
4:23 tells us, “Above all else, guard 
your heart, for everything you do flows 
from it” (NIV). Frequent check-ups will 
enable us to identify and act on those 
issues quickly—both physically and 
spiritually.

We can so easily get in the habit 
of doing life, just going through the 
motions, even when doing “Christian 
things,” and not realize that something 
unhealthy has crept into our heart. Some 
of those things not only affect us, but 
they can hurt or negatively impact others 
as well. The longer an issue, or heart 
condition, is left unattended, the deeper 
its roots go. Then it becomes harder and 
harder to deal with. But the good news 
is, we can prevent that with God’s help.

Testing and Guarding Your Heart  
In order to properly guard your 

heart, it’s important to understand just 
what that means. When I talk about 
the condition of your heart, I’m talking 
about what’s inside you…whatever it is 
that makes you do what you do. 

For instance, how many times have 
you said or done something you’re 
not very proud of and thought, I can’t 
believe I did that! Well, God allows 
some situations to happen to show us 
what’s in our heart. It’s like when I get 
my annual physical, the doctor checks 
my heart by running certain tests. Those 
tests are designed to discover if anything 

is wrong or confirm that everything is 
okay. 

In much the same way, God tests us to 
show us what’s in our heart. He doesn’t 
do it to shame or embarrass us. He just 
wants us to see what’s going on so we 
can face our issues, deal with them with 
the help of the Holy Spirit, and grow 
stronger in Christ.

Our heart ultimately governs our 
behavior. So when we say or do 
something that “surprises” us, if we will 
get really honest with ourselves (and 
with God) and think about it, we will 
discover the root of that action.

God is more interested in our 
motives—the why behind the what. 
Matthew 5:8 says, “Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they will see God” (NIV). 
He is not looking at our outer actions 
as closely as He is looking at what 
motivates them. Because what’s inside 
us is the root that produces what comes 
out of us. God is much more concerned 
that the things we do come from a pure, 
Holy Spirit-led heart.

Motives Are Like Leaves  
The lesson of the fig tree in Matthew 

chapter 21 gives us a good depiction of 
motives. At first, I couldn’t understand 
why Jesus would curse a poor tree just 
because it only had leaves on it. But then 
I saw that He knew whenever a fig tree 
bears leaves, it means there is fruit under 
them. Jesus was hungry and that fig tree 
was giving the wrong message! 

Sometimes, in the midst of what 
we’re doing, we need to stop and think 
about why we’re doing it. Is it to be 
seen…to impress somebody…for the 
accolades…or is it because we really 
care?  

Get a Check-up  
We need to be sure we are doing 

what we do as unto the Lord and not 

How Healthy Is 
Your Heart?

for any other purpose. People in this 
world are spiritually hungry. And as 
Christians, it’s not enough for us to go 
around displaying our “leaves,” things 
that just make us look like believers. We 
must bear “fruit” under those leaves. 
What is our fruit? It’s love…loving 
people, helping them, giving; not only 
our money, but our time, our efforts and 
ourselves. People need to see love in 
action. 

Having a heart that’s right with God 
is absolutely the best thing we can do 
for ourselves. That’s why I encourage 
you to do a spiritual heart “check-up” 
on a regular basis: have a meeting with 
yourself and be honest with yourself 
about your motives. Work with the Holy 
Spirit and He will help you keep your 
heart pure and in good condition so you 
can show others His love in everything 
you do. 

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
two-teaching resource Secrets for a 
Healthy Heart. You can also contact us 
to receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 135 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
THE POWER OF THANK YOU 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

A graduate of Denver Public 
Schools, Neufeld came to the Valley 
after she completed her higher 
education. More than 15 years ago, she 
married Valley native Brian Neufeld, 
owner and operator of Neufeld Farms 
near Hooper. They grow potatoes 
and barley in Alamosa and Saguache 
counties. Both of their daughters are 
students at Haskin Elementary and 
Skoglund Middle School.

In other Center Viking news, another 
development program kicks off on 
Sept. 12. Designed for girls between 
third and eighth grades, Girls on 
the Run is a 10-week program that 
prepares participants for a celebratory 

5K run at the end of the session.
Through physical running games and 

coaching, the program also builds life 
skills and provides social interaction. 
Participants who join the group will 
receive training on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 4 to 5 p.m. in the 
gym or on the track. The cost is $20, 
and scholarships are available.

With a network of more than 
200 councils across 50 states and 
the District of Columbia, Girls on 
the Run of the Rockies (https://
girlsontherunrockies.org/) is part of 
Girls on the Run International. The 
first training session at Center Schools 
is scheduled for Monday, Sept. 12.

NEUFELD Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between Aug. 
1 and Aug. 7, 2022.

Directly helping the community, 
officers performed four welfare 
checks, helped two agencies, arranged 

four ambulance rides, performed 
two search and rescue operations, 
assisted four motorists and citizens, 
conducted two community relations 
meetings, and shared information.

In addition to handling one 
deceased person, staff managed 
six traffic complaints and stops, 

three cases of suspicious activity, 
three calls about harassment, four 
burglaries and reports of theft, loose 
livestock, a sex offense, and eight 
controlled burns.

Deputies also issued two speeding 
tickets and another citation for failure 
to yield to traffic.

Saguache county SheRiff’S RepoRt

Staff RepoRt

MONTE VISTA — The 
Monte Vista Police Department is 
investigating the death of a juvenile 
woman who died from an apparent 
gunshot wound. 

On Aug. 7, at about 3:30 p.m., 
MVPD officers were notified of 
a shooting in the 300 block of 
Monroe Street in Monte Vista. 

When officers arrived on the 
scene, they found a juvenile 
female who had sustained a 
gunshot wound, MVPD reported. 
Emergency medical services 
personnel arrived, and the juvenile 
was pronounced deceased.  

Officers secured the scene 
and were actively interviewing 

witnesses and investigating the 
incident. The Colorado Bureau 
of Investigation — Crime Scene 
Investigations and the Rio Grande 
County Coroner’s Office were 
assisting with this investigation. 
The Rio Grande County Coroner 
will release the name of the 
deceased when appropriate.  

This is an active investigation, 
and no further information will be 
released until the investigation is 
complete, MVPD reported. There 
is no threat to the community.  

Anyone with any information 
regarding this incident is asked to 
contact Detective Zeke Sisneros or 
Sgt. Michael Martinez through State 
Patrol Dispatch at 719-589-5807.

MVPD investigating shooting 
death in Monte Vista

Naranjo Joins SLV Area Extension Team
SuBmitted aRticle

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Janae 
Naranjo, a 20-year resident of the 
San Luis Valley, recently joined the 
Colorado State University SLV Area 
Extension team as the new Family 
and Consumer Science Educator.

“Helping people will always be 
my passion,” said Naranjo, “and I 
believe this work is an investment 
in the lives of others. I believe the 
power of education is limitless 
and I jumped at this opportunity to 
be the new family agent for CSU 
Extension because I believe I can 
develop education programs that 
will directly improve the quality 
of life of individuals and families 
in the San Luis Valley.”

Naranjo wil l  be providing 
educational workshops, seminars, 
and one-on-one consultations open 
to all SLV citizens in the areas 
of family health, family financial 
management, nutrition, food safety 
and food preservation.

Naranjo moved to the San Luis 
Valley after graduating from West 
Texas A&M University 20 years 
ago. She is a fifth-generation 
agriculturalist who grew up on the 
family ranch in northeastern New 
Mexico. 

“We at CSU believe Janae is a 
great fit for our SLV Area Extension 
team and will create great value for 
Valley residents, not only because 
of her training and previous career 
experience, but also because of her 

core values,” SLV Area Extension 
officials stated.

Naranjo said, “Growing up 40 
miles in the country required us to 
cook and budget. My mom gave 
me a lifelong gift when she passed 
down family recipes and traditions. 
She taught me how to cook and 
plan meals from scratch and how to 
effectively budget for those meals. 
More importantly, she taught me the 
value of preparing meals and sharing 
fellowship with those around your 
table. If you show up at my mom and 
dad’s, you will have a homemade 
meal and the best glass of iced tea. 
Mom makes everyone feel like 
family. Because of this upbringing, 
I learned the true value of family, 
which developed into a passion for 
investing my time in anything that 
makes individuals, families, and 
communities flourish.”

Naranjo also grew up in 4-H, 
primarily showing market steers and 
swine. She reflects fondly on the 
positive impact extension programs 
have had on her own life. She has 
continued those traditions with 
her own family. Her two girls love 
showing swine. Her family can be 
found in their pig barn during most 
of their free time.

Naranjo has served the past 16 
years as a school counselor in 
both Del Norte and Sargent school 
districts.

When asked why she took this 
position, Naranjo said, “I have 

always wanted to help people, and 
not just help people, but really make 
a difference. As a mental health 
counselor and school counselor, 
I always told myself if I could 
help just one person and make a 
difference in one person’s life, it 
would all be worth it. I will carry that 
same thought process into my new 
position and strive to make a truly 
positive impact on the lives of my 
neighbors in the San Luis Valley.”

Naranjo can be reached at the SLV 
Area Extension office by calling 
719-852-7381.
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Date of Notice: August 5, 2022

NOTICE OF REVISION IN THE COLORADO P.U.C. NO. – 7 GAS TARIFF
Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos Energy”)
1555 Blake Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

You are hereby notified that Atmos Energy Corporation (the “Company”) has filed with the Colorado Public Utilities 
Commission (“Commission”) an Advice Letter with revised tariff sheets proposing to increase base rates for all of the Com-
pany’s natural gas sales and transportation services. The annual revenue increase reflects the increase to base rates and the 
proposed recovery of Rate Case expenses.   

The rate increases are proposed to become effective September 5, 2022.  The Company is seeking a net increase in 
annual gas base rate revenues of $7,681,233 (or 4.57 percent) and a return on equity (“ROE”) of 10.95 percent. 

TOTAL PROPOSED MONTHLY BILL IMPACTS ON CUSTOMERS 

9/5/2022 :

Atmos Energy Corporation
Colorado-Kansas Division
By: Kathleen R. Ocanas

Vice President, Rates & Regulatory

Current Average 
Monthly Bill 

Proposed Average 
Monthly Bill

Change
Percentage 

Change

Residential:

North $                         84.58 $                    91.11 $                6.53 7.7%

Southeast $                         70.32 $                    76.42 $                6.10 8.7%

Southwest $                         72.21 $                    78.79 $                6.58 9.1%

Small Commercial & Commercial

North $                       429.91 $                  431.91 $                2.00 0.5%

Southeast $                       238.63 $                  240.05 $                1.42 0.6%

Southwest $                       311.22 $                  313.04 $                1.83 0.6%

Irrigation:   

North $                       560.69 $                  563.33 $                2.64 0.5%

Southeast $                       713.64 $                  717.07 $                3.43 0.5%

Transportation:

North $                    1,224.68 $                1,249.94 $              25.26 2.1%

Southeast $                       417.93 $                   426.55 $                8.62 2.1%

Southwest $                    4,136.32 $                4,221.63 $              85.31 2.1%

The rates, rules and regulations ultimately authorized may or may not be the same as those proposed and may include 
rates higher or lower than those proposed or currently in effect.  Additionally, the Company proposes to extend the System 
Safety and Integrity Rider and updates to its Class Cost of Service Methodology.
Copies of the proposed and present tariffs summarized above and as filed with the Commission, are available for examination 
at the Company’s business office located at 1555 Blake Street, Suite 400, Denver, Colorado, 80202 and at the Commission 
at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  Customers who have questions may call the Company at 1-888-
286-6700 or email the question to Jennifer.Altieri@atmosenergy.com.   
Anyone who desires may file written comments or objections to this filing with the Commission.  The filing of a written 
objection by itself will not allow you to participate as a party in any proceeding on the proposed action.  The Commission’s 
mailing address is 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado, 80202 and their e-mail address is dora_puc_complaints@
state.co.us.  The Commission will consider all written comments and objections submitted prior to the evidentiary hearing 
on the filings.  If you wish to participate as a party in this matter, you must file written intervention documents in accord 
with Rule 1401 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and of any applicable Commission order. 
The Commission may hold a public hearing in addition to an evidentiary hearing on the proposed revisions and if such a 
hearing is held members of the public may attend and make statements even if they did not file comments, objections, or 
an intervention.  If the filing is uncontested or unopposed, the Commission may determine the matter without a hearing 
and without further notice.  
Anyone desiring information regarding if and when a hearing may be held shall submit a written request to the Commission 
or contact the External Affairs section of the Commission at its local number of (303) 894-2070 or toll free number (800) 
456-0858.

Saguache County Government is accepting bids for a 14’x40’ 12”x11.8# I-Beam office 
building for the Saguache County Assessor’s Office.  This office type building will be used 
to for additional office space for the Saguache County Assessor’s office.
This building will require windows, interior and exterior doors, electrical, plumbing, HVAC 
unit, exhaust fans, cabinets and skirting.  It will also require 140 mph wind rating and 
30# roof load.  For specific specifications of the building please contact Wendi Maez at 
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.  

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Saguache County Assessor’s Office” 
written on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.  Bids must include proof 
of liability and workers compensation insurance coverage.
Bids must be submitted to Saguache County Administration, 505 3rd Street, or PO Box 100, 
Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by Thursday, September 1, 2022 at 3pm. 
For further information and you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231. 
No. 1644 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 11, 18 and 25, 2022.

and the second, a town hall with 
members of the public — the message 
was the same.

Significant damage has been 
done to the district attorney’s office 
for the 12th Judicial District and 
rebuilding — not just repairing but 
reconstructing a functioning office — 
is going to be a long process.

Unlike the last conversation where 
the ongoing nature of an investigation 
limited how much could be discussed 
in detail, AG Weiser spoke more 
candidly about the situation.

Some facts were already known. 
Some were not.

There have been, with very few 
exceptions, no trials in the last 18 
months. The DA’s office is currently 
staffed by one part-time prosecutor. 
The LEAD Program, a key component 
of improving the criminal justice 
system, is no longer being handled by 
the DA’s office and has been referred 
to the Center for Restorative Justice. 
The Diversion Program is no longer 
in existence.

And there is currently a backlog 
of 500 cases in the DA’s office, 
a situation Weiser describes as a 
“formidable challenge.”

Finally, in a stunning piece 
of information that completely 
contradicts the former DA’s claim 
that insufficient funding and a lack of 
prosecutors on staff was responsible 
for the office’s poor performance, 
AG Weiser said that his office has 
been offering assistance to the 12th 
Judicial District since the beginning.

“I’d made it clear during Alonzo 
Payne’s first month in office that one 
of the jobs I take very seriously is to 
support rural communities in criminal 
prosecutions,” Weiser said. “You can 
look around the state — our office 
is there, helping rural communities 
with complex cases. We wanted to 
help here in the Valley but we weren’t 
allowed to. We had to be asked.”

That request was never made, 
despite the number of cases increasing 
exponentially and the offer of help 
being available from day one. It was 
only after taking on the role of special 
prosecutors that the Office of the 
Attorney’s General was able to step in.

And things are starting to happen.
According to Weiser, a team from 

his office has “stepped up” as have 
people from other district attorney 
offices from around the state and 
people from the Colorado District 
Attorneys’ Council.

As evidence, a trial is being held 
this week, the first in a long time.

“Our team is working to triage the 
cases, to find a path for those cases and 
to be there for victims,” Weiser said.

While there was significant public 
outcry over plea deals agreed to by the 
DA, especially in highly visible cases, 
it was the collective voices of victims 
and the subsequent complaints they 
filed that lit the spark that ignited the 
flame that was ultimately responsible 
for the change that has taken place.

“I can tell you, our team is front 
and center in being victim-centered,” 
Weiser said. “The right for victims to 
be heard is a right under law. But it’s 
also a moral right. Part of the criminal 
justice system is to heal a breach that 
has happened.”

Instead of healing, Weiser said, 
victims felt mistreated with no 
acknowledgement of what they 
suffered or condolences for what 
they had experienced or attempts to 
be treated humanely — including 
people who experienced the murder 
of a loved one or victims of sexual 
assault who were “brutally treated” 
by the DA’s office.

“I sat down with victims yesterday, 
hearing directly what happened to 

them, and it’s unlike anything I’ve 
ever heard before,” Weiser said. “It’s 
kind of…hard to really come to grips 
with what happened here. I’m just so 
sorry because people were basically 
re-victimized. They had a terrible 
loss and then they were mistreated 
in a process that was supposed to be 
providing them with a measure of 
peace and justice.”

In terms of preventing future 
violations of victims’ rights, Weiser 
believes significant steps have already 
been taken with setting “a framework 
that will protect victims in the San 
Luis Valley by having a monitor in 
place to oversee the conduct of the 
office.”

Weiser also had a meeting with law 
enforcement in the Valley, describing 
them as highly professional and who 
have also stayed committed despite 
enduring “a situation that is not like 
any we’ve ever had in Colorado.”

“We’ve been working with them in 
a way they said they haven’t had that is 
responsive and highly professional,” 

Weiser said. “I think they’re feeling 
a sense of relief. We’re also working 
to improve the operations of the 
office. So, they recognize this is a 
new chapter.”

But, Weiser emphasized, this is 
going to take some time.

“When you come into a situation 
where things have been building up 
and not dealt with effectively, it takes 
time to sort and get through that,” 
he said.

The team is now focusing on the 
“most troubling cases involving 
victims” and “making sure we’re 
there for them.” There is also a focus 
on determining which cases that 
were previously unpursued but may 
warrant prosecution.

Meanwhile, the cases currently 
assigned to special prosecutors will 
stay on track.

The other challenge, Weiser said, 
is determining how many prosecutors 
the office needs to function effectively 
and how “to get from here to there.”

As far as going forward and 

appointing a new district attorney, 
the governor will soon be announcing 
the formation of a group to review 
the situation, call for applications, 
interview people and hopefully find 
someone who is appropriate for the 
job.

“This is an important opportunity 
for public service, to come into an 
office that needs good leadership and 
a way forward,” Weiser said.

However, there’s a lot of work that’s 

going to take place, not just over the 
weeks and months but the years ahead.

“I can make this commitment to the 
San Luis Valley,” Weiser said. “Part 
of my job is working with public 
safety in rural communities, and we’re 
committed to working with the next 
district attorney and beyond to help 
this community honor victims, protect 
public safety and improve its criminal 
justice system. We’re here and we’re 
in this for a while.”

WEISER Continued from Page 1A
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Land, Water and People
By hanna fake

MEEP! That looked like a furry potato 
scampering across the rocks! While the area 
surrounding the Rio Grande National Forest 
does produce many potatoes, they usually 
aren’t found high in the mountains and San 
Luis Valley potatoes are not known to be 
furry! However, the American pika does live 
high in the rocky alpine of the Rio Grande 
National Forest. Looking much like a furry 
potato or even a hamster, these alpine critters 
are actually a type of rabbit. The little rock 
rabbits live year-round in the rocky talus 
slopes of the surrounding mountains.

Pika are easier to hear than spot. They 
have great camouflage, blending in among 
the rocks and taking shelter in the numerous 
nooks and crannies when danger approaches. 
Many animals make chirps, squeaks, peeps, 
and whistles, including birds, marmots, 
ground squirrels, and pika. Pika generally 
have a shorter call that sounds a meep, or 
beeje. Marmots and ground squirrels’ alarm 
calls are more whistle like and most often 
higher pitched. Pika use their call to sound 
the alarm for danger, to recognize who is 
around, and to defend their territory from 
other pika.

If you do spot a pika perching on a rock or 
scampering between them with a mouth full 
of plants, you will be quick to notice that they 

don’t look like a typical rabbit. They have 
small, rounded ears, a compact body with no 
visible tail, and smaller back feet than most 
rabbits. Pika scamper or scurry across the 
rocks rather than hop because on the uneven 
surfaces hopping is a little more precarious. 
All of these differences help them survive in 
the harsh alpine. 

For rabbits, their ears are their air condi-
tioning units. Rabbits circulate large amounts 
of blood through their thin ears helping 
to cool them down. Jackrabbits in the hot 
desert have huge ears so they have a pretty 
powerful AC unit to keep them cool. Living 
high up on mountains where temperatures 
can easily dip below freezing in the warmest 
months and winter temperatures may stay in 
the negatives for weeks, air conditioning is 
the last thing you would want! Having little 
ears tucked close to their body helps pika 
conserve heat throughout the seasons. This 
also means that they are very sensitive to 
high temperatures because they don’t have 
a good way to cool themselves down. When 
temperatures reach above 77 degrees Fahren-
heit it becomes too hot for a pika. Pika may 
disappear under the rocks to the cool shade 
during the heat of the day, however, summer 
is a short season in the alpine and their time 
is precious. 

Pika don’t hibernate or migrate like many 
species, or people, that live in areas where 
winter is snowy and cold, and food is hard 
to find. Instead, they make hay while the sun 
shines, literally. To survive the long winters 
pika collect plants and flowers in large piles 
and let them dry in the warm sunny weather 
before tucking them away under overhanging 
rocks or in their burrows. They make their 
hay throughout the summer months and know 
which plants are better to harvest and dry and 
which are better to consume immediately. 
Pika forage under the snowpack for remain-
ing vegetation but heavily supplement their 
winter food with their hay. A littler farmer 
pika scurrying home through the rocks with a 
bouquet of grasses and flowers has got to be 
pretty close to the top on the cuteness scale! 

A thick coat, little ears, stored food, and a 
blanket of insulating snow help these little 
pika scamper through the seasons high in 
the mountains. However, their sensitivity to 
heat, a need for insulating snowpacks, and 
often the inability to move between high 

alpine peaks puts them at risk in a warming 
climate. Pika are an ‘indicator species’ which 
means if their populations begin to change 
it indicates a change in their ecosystem. In 
lower elevation ranges or at the southern end 
of the range, pika are being pushed to just 
the very top of mountains where they can 
still find a suitable climate. Isolated at the 
top they are on islands which make disper-
sal and maintaining healthy genetics close 
to impossible. Here in the Rio Grande, we 
have a lot of great pika habitat and pika live 
across mountain sides, ridges, and peaks. 
Head out and explore our public lands and 
keep your eyes and ears out for the cutest 
furry potato you’ve ever seen when you are 
in rocky areas. 

Hannah Fake is the San Juan Mountains 
Association visitor information coordinator 
for the Rio Grande National Forest. When 
she is out rambling along ridges of the Rio 
Grande, she always hopes to get a peak of 
a perched pika. 

Get to know the Pika of our Peaks

Rio Grande Hospital 
brings back Keeping the 

Dream Alive for 2022
By lyndSie feRRell

DEL NORTE  — The Rio 
Grande Hospital is pleased to 
welcome back patrons and com-
munity supporters after two long 
years for its annual Keeping the 
Dream Alive fundraising event.

This event was created to say 
“Thank You” to all the com-
munities that help support the 
Rio Grande Hospital and give 
the hospital a chance to share 
their vision of what the medi-
cal future here in Rio Grande 
County will look like. It is also 
the only large-scale fundraising 
event hosted by the hospital 
throughout the year.

This has been a big year of 
growth for the Rio Grande Hos-
pital and its outlying clinics. Not 
only did a new clinic recently 
open its doors in South Fork 
but plans for a wellness center 
addition to the main hospital are 
underway. These two exciting 
pieces of news were released last 
year but now with the help and 
support of all the communities in 
Rio Grande County, the hospital 

can say they are keeping the 
dream alive.

This year’s fundraising event 
will be hosted in the Upper 
Rio Grande School District 
commons areas inside the new 
school.

“We miss seeing our commu-
nity and can’t wait to share an 
evening with you again,” said 
Development and Communica-
tions Officer Eva Timberlake.

The event is set for the eve-
ning of Aug. 13 with dinner at 
5:30 p.m. The Mountain View 
Restaurant will be catering the 
dinner and it will be served as in 
years past by Rio Grande Hospi-
tal physicians and staff which is 
both a pleasure for the attending 
crowd and fun for the clinicians 
serving guests.

The evening will also include 
a live auction by Brady Stagner. 
Auction items are still being 
accepted, call 719-657-3266 to 
donate items or to make dona-
tions. Some items that will be 
auctioned are a signed pennant 

Please see DREAM on Page 2

USDA Rural 
Development awards 
$400M nationwide

Staff RepoRt

DENVER — San Luis Valley 
Rura l  E lec t r i c  Coopera t ive 
(SLVREC) in Monte Vista was 
just awarded a $1,998,448 grant 
to deploy fiber-to-the-premises 
services (internet) in rural parts of 
the San Luis Valley.

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack 
announced on Thursday that the 
Department is investing $401 
million to provide access to high-
speed internet for 31,000 rural 
residents and businesses in 11 
states, part of the Biden-Harris 
Administration’s commitment to 
investing in rural infrastructure and 
affordable high-speed internet for 
all. This announcement includes 
a group of investments from 
the ReConnect Program and an 
award funded through USDA’s 
Telecommunications Infrastructure 
Loan and Loan Guarantee program.

REC’s subsidiary, Ciello, will use 
the grant to connect 129 people, 

SLVREC receives nearly $2M 
for high-speed internet access

Courtesy photo

An SLVREC/Ciello lineman is shown installing fiber optics at an SLV home.Please see ACCESS on Page 2
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970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 8/31/2022.

eStimated cRop WateR uSe

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

from the 2022 Colorado Avalanche 
hockey team, an air conditioner 
from Altitude Appliance, an air-
plane ride, hotel stays, jewelry, 
golf, dinners, and more.

All proceeds go toward the 
improvement of the Rio Grande 

Hospital and clinics. Tickets are 
available for purchase now or at 
the door the evening of the event. 
Tickets are available at any of 
RGH’s clinics or the hospital’s 
main desk. For more information, 
visit riograndehospital.org.

DREAM Continued from Page 1

eight businesses, one public school 
and 20 farms to high-speed Internet 
in unserved and underserved parts 
of Conejos and Alamosa counties.

“We began providing high-
speed fiber optic based broadband 
internet access to rural areas in 
the San Luis Valley in 2014,” said 
Loren Howard, CEO of SLVREC/
Ciello. “This grant, the second 
Ciello has received, accelerates 
Ciello’s commitment to bring this 
crucial utility service to the Valley 
residents. REC and Ciello are 
incredibly grateful for this boost 
in building our fiber network to 
difficult-to-serve areas.”

“Connectivity is critical to 
economic success in rural America,” 
Vilsack said. “The internet is vital 
to our growth and continues to act 
as a catalyst for our prosperity. 
From the farm to the school, from 
households to international markets, 
connectivity drives positive change 
in our communities.

“The investments I am announcing 
will  help 31,000 people and 
businesses in large and diverse 
regions across the country access 
to new and critical opportunities. 
Under the leadership of President 
Biden and Vice President Harris, 
USDA knows rural America is 
America’s backbone, and prosperity 
here means prosperity for all.”

“Living in the San Luis Valley, 
I  know the need of reliable 
internet access and being able to 
engage in remote work, telehealth, 
e-commerce, and online schooling,” 
said Armando Valdez, USDA 
Rural Development Colorado 
State Director. “Internet service 
strengthens community prosperity 
by providing connections to a vast 
number of resources and potential 
markets.

“This grant will change lives and 

provide quality enhancements to our 
telecommunication infrastructure 
in a strong rural community in 
southern Colorado. I am grateful that 
SLVREC pursued this opportunity. 
And I am so happy that residents in 
Conejos and Alamosa counties will 
be able to tap into these resources 
and thrive both economically and 
socially.”

As a provider for the Federal 
Communications Commission’s 
Affordable Connectivity Program, 
Ciello will serve these socially 
vulnerable areas in Conejos and 
Alamosa counties. REC members 
that live in the Zapata area, along 
with some REC members along 
Highway 15 in Conejos County, will 
experience a lot of benefits from 
the availability of high-speed fiber 
broadband service in their areas. 

“We are very grateful to have 
been awarded these funds from the 
Reconnect3 program,” said Ciello’s 
Chief Technology Officer Monroe 
Johnson. “This is the culmination 
of a lot of hard work on the part of 
the management team here at the 
cooperative, and we look forward 
to working with everyone involved 
to bring this project to a successful 
conclusion.

“Ciello’s mission is to bring the 
best broadband service available 
anywhere to the communities we 
serve, and this is a logical extension 
to all the work that has been 
completed in the last several years”.

The Department will  make 
additional investments for rural 
high-speed internet later this 
summer, including ReConnect 
Program funding from President 
Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, which provides a historic 
$65 billion investment to expand 
affordable, high-speed internet to 
all communities across the U.S.

ACCESS Continued from Page 1

Colorado TABOR refunds begin in August
By maRie mccolm 

MONTE VISTA — Phones in 
two local tax offices have been ring-
ing off the hook as news of another 
stimulus has been circulating.

Many residents of Monte Vista 
have called and asked if a new 
stimulus payment will be coming 
to them from the State of Colorado. 
There is a check coming to residents 
from the State of Colorado, but the 
check that is coming is not another 
stimulus check, but a rebate check 
that is being given to all Colorado 
residents who filed a state income 
tax return this year.

The rebate also known as Colo-
rado Cash Back, is made possible by 
Colorado Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights 
(TABOR). This limits government 
spending based on inflation and 
growth in population, and delegates 
that the government must refund 
excess revenue that they have ac-
quired, back to the taxpayers in the 
state.

In May, Governor Jared Polis 
made it possible for Colorado resi-
dents to obtain this rebate this year, 
rather than waiting until next spring 
for their rebates.

Beginning in August, the State 
of Colorado will begin mailing 
these rebate checks out to eligible 
Colorado residents. Originally, the 
amount of the TABOR rebate was 
$400 but the amount was increased 
due to more funds being available, 
each eligible Colorado resident will 
now receive a rebate of $750 for 
single filers, and $1,500 for joint 
filers.

To be eligible to receive a TABOR 
rebate check the person must be at 
least 18 years of age as of Dec. 31, 
2021; must also have been a full 
year Colorado resident for 2021; you 
must also have filed a Colorado state 
income tax return for tax year 2021 
no later than June 30. Exceptions 
for filing with the State of Colorado 
will be made to Colorado residents 

who have extensions in place. If 
extensions are fully filed by the 
Oct. 17, deadline, a TABOR rebate 
check will be mailed, no later than 
Jan. 31, 2023. 

Other people who qualify for the 
TABOR rebate are people who have 
filed a property tax/rent/heat credit 
rebate, also known as the (PTC) 
Rebate for tax year 2021. These 
residents must have also filed their 
PTC Rebate by June 30 to receive 
the check.

Colorado will be mailing these 
rebate checks to your last known 

address on file. For taxpayers who 
used direct deposit as a method of 
payment, or a prepaid debit card, 
Colorado will be sending all TA-
BOR rebates to residents by check 

only. TABOR rebates will not be 
directly deposited to bank accounts 
or cards. 

For more information on the TA-
BOR Rebate, visit tax.colorado.gov.
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Experience a Step Above!

Four Day School Week

• 97% Graduation Rate
• Small Class Sizes
• Expanded STEM Program
• Technology Program
• $662,861 Awarded in 

Scholarships to the Class 
of 2020 

• Safe Learning Environment

 Registration online at  http://
www.sargent.k12.co.us

For Enrollment Information call 852-4023.
Classes begin on August 17th - Monday-Thursday Schedule

• Outstanding Athletics
• College Credit Options
• Award‐Winning Science, 

Agriculture, Business & 
Spanish Programs

• Swimming Program Grades K-6
• Aviation Program

Sargent 
School 
District

•All day kindergarten
•3 & 4-year-old preschool
•Small class size focused on personalized 

differentiated instruction
•EXPANDED STEM Program includes 

experiences at the elementary school level.

First and Best in the Valley 
at Capturing Kids’ Hearts!

•One-to-One Technology (Student 
Chromebooks)

•Championship bands
•Award-winning academics 

including over 55 International 
Science Fair attendees!

•Advanced Placement classes
•Alternative programs available
•College credit for high school classes
•32 Extracurricular clubs/activities

•Middle school athletics: both
   Interscholastic and Intramural
•High school athletics: Volleyball, 
   Boys & Girls Golf, Football, Track, 
   Cross County, Cheerleading,
   Basketball, Wrestling & Baseball
• Fully Online Option Available, First 

Quarter will be at 50% capacity 
except for K-1 students. Please see 
our website for the full plan

Monte Vista School District
719-852-5996

First day of school is Monday, Aug. 15, 2022
Please see our website for our Reopening Plan or information about our online options

http://monte.k12.co.us

BA
CK TO SCHOOL

How to help students improve 
their focus on their studies

Teachers strive to create supportive 
and challenging classroom environ-
ments for their students. Such settings 
can bring out the best in students 
and help them overcome obstacles, 
including an inability to focus. 

The struggles students can have with 
focusing on their studies was apparent 
during the pandemic. A 2020 survey of 
more than 400 college students found 
that 64 percent were concerned about 
their ability to maintain their focus and 
discipline in remote instructional envi-
ronments. Though educators, students 
and parents are hopeful that remote 
learning will soon be a thing of the 
past, no one is certain about what lies 
ahead in regard to the 2021-22 school 
year. Ideally, students will be back in 
school time full-time five days per 
week by the start of the new academic 
year. However, there’s no guarantee 
that will be the case, and students may 
need help focusing on their studies. 

• Emphasize one activity at a time. 
Various studies have shown that 
multitasking adversely affects perfor-
mance and makes it hard to concen-
trate. A recent study from researchers 
at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology found that performing 
two or three activities simultaneously 
puts significantly more demand on the 
brain than simply doing those tasks 
one after another. All students, and 
especially those who are struggling 
with focus, should be encouraged to 
take on one task at a time.

• Take breaks. The Cleveland Clinic 
notes that various studies have found 
that periodic breaks improve mood, 
boost performance and increase a 
person’s ability to concentrate and pay 
attention. Many students are well ac-
quainted with lengthy cramming ses-
sions on the eve of a big exam, which 
can feel like a rite of passage for high 
schoolers and college students. Par-
ents and educators can emphasize the 
importance of taking breaks during 
such sessions and how periodic rest 
can help improve performance.

• Take a piecemeal approach to 
big tasks. The Child Mind Institute 
notes that breaking big tasks down 
into smaller, more manageable pieces 
can help kids effectively tackle more 
challenging tasks. The piecemeal 
approach can make big tasks seem 
less daunting, and the success kids 
have at each smaller task can provide 
some needed momentum as they draw 
closer to solving the problem.

Many students struggle to focus on 
their studies. Some simple strategies 

can help students overcome such 
challenges and fulfill their academic 
potential.  

SuBmitted aRticle

DEL NORTE— Hello everyone! 
Happy August! What is everyone doing 
the last few weeks leading up to school? 
We hope to see you all out and about 
for the Covered Wagon festivities and 
Town’s 150th anniversary. 

All of us High Valley Community 
Center would love to welcome you 
to our end-of-summer celebration 
on Thursday, Aug. 4. Festivities 
will be from 2-7 p.m. with an 
awards ceremony at 5:30 p.m. In 
true HVCC fashion, there will be 
lots of delicious food as well as 
entertainment provided by the Salida 
Circus and other fun activities. Bring 
yourselves, friends, and family!

Last week the kids participated in 
an egg drop challenge, made tie-dyed 
shirts with Andy McKim, colored 
carnations and built rollercoasters. 
The kiddos had a great day swimming 
at Lathrop State Park for their final 
field trip of the season.

Don’t forget to register for fall 
sports! Links to register for flag 
football, volleyball, and tackle 
football (Rise Above Football) are 
available on our website, www.
TheHVCC.org under the “Sports” 
heading. Scheduling information 
will be available at a later date. 
Make sure to check our website for 
future updates.

We are always happy to accept 
new registrations! Registrations are 

available on our website under the 
“Registration” heading. Please note 
that kiddos participating in HVCC 
sports must be registered through 
HVCC in order to be eligible to 
participate. If your child has not 
attended HVCC in over a year, please 
make sure to update your registration 
as well. Confused? Have more 
questions? Give us a call at 719-657-
2172. We are happy to assist you.

We are also looking for fresh 
faces to help us with the kiddos! 
There are many opportunities here 
at HVCC that range from cooking 
to after-school support staff. Feel 
free to acquaint yourself with our 
website or stop by for a chat if you 
are curious about our organization.

Our staff will be taking the 
remaining month of August off to 
re-group, clean and plan activities 
for our fall semester programming. 
We are going to miss the kiddos, but 
look forward to seeing them when 
we re-open on Tuesday, Sept. 6. We 
will have staff around, beginning 
Aug. 16, if you would like to stop 
by to say hi or if you would like to 
give us a call. 

Thank you all for your support! 
As a community center we wouldn’t 
be successful without the support 
of our fellow community members, 
and we truly appreciate you. Here’s 
to another wonderful summer in 
the books!

Courtesy photos

High Valley Community Center wrapped up its summer program last 
week and will be celebrating a successful season on Thursday, Aug. 4, 
with their end of summer celebration. The program will take a break 
before jumping back in once school opens for the 2022-2023 school year.

HVCC summer 
celebration is Aug. 4

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“Great pizza. 
Great price.  

Friendly staff.”
~ James S., Google Reviews 
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

05 Notices
Selling private land Buck Deer 
tags CO Unit 80, NM Elk, Mule 
Deer tags 505-990-0991. (8/10)

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/
lb for Elk Grade A and $13/lb 
for Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of 
Del Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-
0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings 
for ALANON NARCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS AND ALCO-
HOLICS ANONYMOUS Please 
visit slvaa.org or call 719-937-
5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Wolf Creek Ski Area is in need 
of an Accounting Assistant/Ac-
counting Clerk. Duties include 
clerical tasks, processing reports, 

recording transactions and typi-
cal Accounts Payable and Payroll 
duties. Experience with Microsoft 
Office products is required. Atten-
tion to detail and organizational 
skills are important. Those with 
bookkeeping, human resources, 
or administrative assistance 
experience are encouraged to 
apply. Compensation is hourly 
and negotiable based on skill set. 
Reliable transportation and ability 
to commute to/from Wolf Creek 
Ski Area throughout the Winter 
is required. Year-round position 
with longer hours during the ski 
season, and a shorter workweek 
in the off-season. Would report to 
Accounting Supervisor as well as 
CEO/President. Please email re-
sume to AP@WOLFCREEKSKI.
COM or call 970-264-5487. (8/31) 

RG BANK is now accepting 
applications for the position of 

FULL TIME TELLER. The job 
is primarily in Monte Vista, but 
work in Alamosa is also required 
at times.  Interested parties can see 
more and download an application 
at: https://rgbank.bank/contact-
us/#employment (8/24)

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Accounting Clerk Full-time, 
great benefits immediate open-
ing, send resume to: rmsutilities@
yahoo.com (8/24)

Now hiring. Blanca, CO. Log 
truck drivers. Class A CDL. 
Starting at $23/hr. Benefits avail-
able. Call 719-379-4066 or visit 
JTTimber.com for more informa-
tion. (8/10)

South_Central Colorado Se-
niors, Inc. the Local Area Agen-
cy on Aging is looking for a Meal 
Server in Saguache.  MUST 
HAVE training and experience in 
food preparation and nutrition. 3 
hours per day, Monday through 
Friday. This position is responsible 

Call Today!  719-852-3531

You’ll find 
yourself 

with 
money 
in your 
pocket 

and room 
in your 
garage 

when you 
sell your 

stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

For the Conejos and 

Costilla areas. Writing and 

photography experience 

necessary. Send resume, 

writing and photography 

samples to Valley 

Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 

81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Lost & Found We want to 
thank everyone 
who donates to 
us and helps us 
take care of all 
the wonderful 
dogs here at 

Conour! We will 
be at the 3rd 

Friday Art Walk 
with some of our 
dogs this month. 

Please stop by our 
booth and see us!

Found 8/2/22 at 152 US Hwy 160
Found 8/3/22 on Jefferson St in 

Monte Vista

Found 8/3/22 behind Homelake in 
Monte Vista

Found 8/6/22 on Monroe St in 
Monte Vista
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Valley Wide Classifieds
for Food Preparation according 
to the Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans and must be familiar 
with Colorado Retail Food Estab-
lishments Rules and Regulations 
and certification Food Safety and 
Handling. Ideal Candidates: Must 
maintain meal-site according to 
Food Safety Regulations and be 
prepared and ready for inspec-
tion by State Health Inspector at 
any time. Will prepare for food 
delivery; warming of food, ther-
mometer calibrations, etc. Will 
safely serve meals to incoming 
consumers at the meal-site and 
clean the meal-site location to  
Food Safety Inspection standards. 
South-Central Colorado Seniors, 
Inc. is an EOE. Applications and 
Full Job Descriptions are available 
at South-Central Colorado Se-
niors, Inc., 1116 3rd St. Alamosa 
CO or call 719-589-4511 for more 
information. (8/31)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
153.66 deed acres in grass, 3 
shares of Commonwealth Ditch, 
350 gpm irrigation well,  2 X 50 
gpm wells, totally fenced, corrals 
with loading chute. 4 miles from 
Alamosa.  $450,000. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc 
719-580-0770 or 719-873-1700.

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good 
grass, easy access, power and 
ready to build on. Priced $109,000.  
Call Bruce at Steffens & Com-
pany Realty Inc 719-873-1700. 
(8/24)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 
GPM well water, 25 Shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of 

good water rights out of Carnero 
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral 
calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. (8/24)

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (8/24) TFN  

32 Fuel & Heating
New Fire Wood Farmer Boy 
Sawmill has large bundles of 
slab wood for $15 a bundle. Call 
719-581-0824. (8/17)

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 
$175.00, Delivery available. 
(12/28)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Sears Refrigerator.  $195.00.  
File cabinet 18” wide 28” deep. 
4 drawers on wheels, legal size. 

$75.00. Sunheat quartz infrared 
portable heater $75.00.  Bar with 
two chairs with butcher block top. 
$395.00.  719-376-5639. (8/31)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719)852-0500 (8/24)

S T E E L S TO R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 
8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Storage 
Solution! 719-850-0346 (8/24)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt 
and Smaller, We Stock Invert-
ers, Charge Controllers, and 
Batteries in Brand Names of 
Outback, Magnum, Aims, Rolls, 
and More. Custom Cables and 
PV Wire. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 
719-852-0500. (8/24)

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.658-2848
121 N. Main

CreedeOpen Daily
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

The Holy Moses

Spruce up your kitchen 
with our sunny sunflowers. 
Dish ware, towels, hot pads, 
decorative tins and pillows.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Incredible views from this Mountain property! Varied 
topography with mature Fir, Aspen, Pine and Pinion trees. 

This 5.02-acre property allows you several building sites 
to choose from. Paved roads located in gated Bear Creek 
subdivision. This property gives you great sun exposure 
with access to the forest service and a common area for 

homeowners located on 20+ acres of the Rio Grande River. 
Utilities and Good Well already in place 15 GPM. Gold Medal fishing, hunting and 4 wheeling 

just moments away. Not to mention fabulous skiing at Wolf Creek Ski Resort! Bring Your 
house plans this is the perfect property to build your Dream Home! Start your Adventure! Call 

and schedule your showing today! $149,500  MLS #795402
4495 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Lot in great neighborhood with no HOA 
just a hop, skip and jump from the majestic 
South Fork River. This is the perfect place 
to build your dream home. Water, sewer, 

electricity and highspeed internet! Beautiful 
views and close to all the amenities the town 
of South Fork has to offer. Moments from the 

South Fork River as well as the mighty Rio 
Grande, World class fishing, hunting, hiking, snowmobiling, 4 wheeling and 
all things outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

Price can’t be beat! $29,900  MLS#796452
63 Rivercrest Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

2,023 Sq. Ft. Mountain Oasis Home with Charm and Elegance in Lo Lomita 
at South Fork Ranches. This 3-bedroom 2 bath home with attached 675 Sq. 

Ft. 2 car garage is magical! Home is adjacent to BML Land & National Forest 
with amazing mountain views of Del Norte Peak, Beaver Mountain and Aqua 
Ramon from the front porch and additional large wrap around rear deck with 

concrete pad and hook up ready for your own personal hot tub. Open floor 
plan with kitchen, dining and living area beautifully hand troweled on walls 

with cathedral ceilings, wood floor, large bay windows, wood burning stove, propane rock fireplace, radiant 
floor heating and propane on demand water system. This home has three heat sources to keep you warm and 

comfortable all winter long. Master bedroom has large his & her master walk-in closets and patio door leading 
out to the back deck. Perfect place to enjoy your hot morning cup of coffee. The master bath has a beautiful large 
walk-in title shower and dual sinks. There are two additional nice size guest bedrooms for your company to stay 

and enjoy. The kitchen overlooks the living area with large eat in counter and plenty of counter space and lots 
of built-in cabinets. There is a butler pantry for extra storage that features a beautiful, frosted glass door. This is 
an outstanding property with abundant wildlife surrounded by national forest and BML land and close to the 

mighty Rio Grande River, Wolf Creek Ski area and the Rio Grande Golf Resort. There is numerous hiking, four 
wheeling, mountain biking trails in the area for you to have fun and explore! Don’t miss this opportunity! Start 

your adventure! call/text me and schedule your personal showing today. Price $669,500  MLS #796518

115 La Lomita Circle • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Beautiful 1,728 Sq. Ft. Mountain Home property, 3 beds, 2 baths with additional large lot. Welcoming 
entrance with closed in front porch. Beautiful Kitchen with matching appliances and custom-made 
cabinets with soft close draws that include spice rack and corner round with plenty of storage for all 

your cooking entertainment needs. Dining area just off the kitchen and living room area with propane 
stove and beautiful brick fireplace with wood burning stove in living area. Perfect place with beautiful 

views to curl up enjoy the fire and devour a good book. This home has three heat sources to keep 
you cozy and warm all winter long. Off back side of the kitchen is a bright sunroom currently being 
used for a wonderful craft room with large sliding door looking out to the back deck with stunning 

views of trees and mountains perfect for bird watching with the many varieties of birds that visit this area. Downstairs Mater/Guest bedroom 
with large closet and cozy picture window seat for bird watching. Wonderful place to just sit with your morning cup of coffee, relax and enjoy. 

Off the sunroom is door to large 2 car garage with huge work bench and cabinets for all your tools and woodworking needs. Upstairs you 
have an additional bath and two guest bedrooms with large windows where you feel as if you are sleeping amongst the beautiful pine trees. 
Off the Sunroom and out the back garage door awaits a wonderful deck to the back yard with a gas grill hooked up to propane for grilling 

and entertaining friends and family. Out back you will be charmed by the little fly shop with electricity and all its storage amenities with extra 
shelving. There’s an additional shed which is used and perfect for wood storage. This home is one you must see! Located in Ponderosa Country 
Estates with no HOA, paved roads and Town of South Fork water and sewer system. You will love visiting with the abundant wildlife that visits 
this neighborhood, moments from the Rio Grande River, Rio Grande Golf Club, Wolf Creek ski area and everything outdoors! Don’t let this 

one pass you by! Won’t last! Call me and schedule your personal showing today! $585,000  MLS #796641

484 Conifer Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Valley Wide Classifieds
37 Wanted 

Paying cash for old license 
plates. PREMIUM paid for blue 
1936 Mineral County plate (starts 
with 62). Call/text Colin: 970-367-
7594. (8/17)

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
Tools for Sale: Coats Tire Ma-
chine and balancer, A-Frame 
Scaffolding, Senco Construction 
Air Gun, LG NEW Window Air 
Conditioner, Hand Router w/new 
bits. For information on more tools 
and pricing call 719-850-2027.
(8/31)

39 Sporting Goods 
Selling private land Buck Deer 
tags CO Unit 80, NM Elk, Mule 
Deer tags 505-990-0991. (8/10)

41 Farm Equipment
For sale older Ford 340 skid 
loader, 900 lb. lift. Low hours 
rebuilt engine, starter, carburetor. 
$3,500 OBO, trade. 719-588-5632 
(8/24)

55 RVs & Campers
2006 Laredo RV, fifth wheel with 
slide out, 29’. with fifth wheel 
sliding hitch.   $9,900.00. 719-
376-5639 (8/31)

64 Autos for Sale
Two Cars — 2008 Prius 127,392 
miles, summer-winter tires and 
wheels $9000; 2003 Saturn Ion 
4-Door, 71,000 miles, $2,000.00 
just added front brakes, ball 
joints, and lower control arms. 
Call 719-298-8512 or 719-766-
1014 (8/27)

65 Professional 

Services
Let us give your car or truck 
a whole new look FOR LESS! 
We install Fender Flares, as well 
as Paint and Body work. We help 
with prioritizing your repairs to fit 
your budget! Call 719-937-3868. 
(8/31)

FIRE MITIGATION-Brush 
Mowing around homesteads and 
out buildings. Center, LaGarita 
Area. Call (715)699-3703 (7/27)

We haul gravel for yard work 

and, we do small cement & fence 

jobs. We also do light landscaping. 

Call 719-850-2027 (8/3) 

LICENSED PLUMBER does 

all types of plumbing repairs and 

plumbing remodels at reasonable 

rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 

available weekends and evenings. 

719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

(8/31)TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cov-

erings. Free measuring, free esti-

mates. Professional installation. 

Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 

Tony, 970-903-1403. 11/01 TFN
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

3.4” wide x 2” tall 
Reserve this space for 

twelve (12) weeks for $35 
per week.  Listings can be 
rotated weekly if desired.

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 
- Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

27000 US 
Hwy 160

28 acres on the 
Rio Grande 
with water 
well, 1-acre 
pond and 
1/2 mile of 
riverfront. 

MLS#785117
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134132 to 25678 for more info

5365 County Road 
15, South Fork

PRICE REDUCED! 
6 Bedroom 3 Bath 
RIVER HOME on 

9.5 acres. Fenced and 
cross-fenced for hors-
es. Private little beach 

and island. VRBO 
OK. MLS#791124  

$799,000 
Owners Motivated!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

181 Navajo Road
3 Bedroom 

2 Bath home 
with 900 sq 
ft sunroom. 

Spacious and 
modern, 1 car 

attached garage. 
1/2 acre close to 

town, VRBO OK. 
MLS#793276    

$425,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134134 to 25678 for more info

429 Lake Drive, 
South Fork

6 bedrooms, 5 
bathrooms, 4,632 
Square feet. Luxu-
ry log home with 

home theatre, 
gorgeous views. 

6.25 acres, Willow 
Park, South Fork. 

MLS# 795671  
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134434 to 25678 for more info

0 Old Homestead Road, 
Del Norte

48 acres bordering 
National Forest. Easy, 

year-round access, both 
Forest Service Road AND 

a county-maintained 
road to the lot line. Ride 
out and enjoy without 
trailering your ATV or 

snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

149 Escondida 
Drive

Gorgeous 1/2 acre 
lot on the South 

Fork River.  Water, 
Sewer. Electric, 

High-Speed Inter-
net at the lot line. 
Easy, year-round 
access. $123,000 

MLS# 796341

Text 139765 to 25678 for more info

Steffens & Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 • South Fork
dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH 

FORK NATIVE with a love for the 

upper end of the San Luis Valley.

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

3D Virtual Tours Prompt, Easy Communication

Text for Info technology Video Walkthroughs

TEXT FOR INFO INSTRUCTIONS

 “Text xxxxx to 25678.” TRY IT.  Open a new text message!

To: 25678        Message:  134132

(each property has a unique number)

Use your phone 
camera to scan!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158348 to 25678 for more info

88 N. Alder 
Creek Lane

LIVE WATER 
.28 acres on 
Alder Creek! 

Located on the 
Rio Grande Club 
Golf Course in 

South Fork. Near 
National Forest. 
All utilities at lot 

line.  $79,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  

$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots, 
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power 
to lot line, great roads, gated 
community. Email Dee for 

an interactive document with 
photos, videos and descrip-

tions of each lot.

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Perfect level build-
ing spot in desir-
able location. Just 
minutes from world 
class skiing, cham-
pionship golf and 
gold medal fishing 
on the Rio Grande 
River. Time to build 
your dream home in 
Colorado’s best kept 
secret!. $49,000 
MLS#775795

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827
          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

123 Acre Greenhouse farm! South of 
Monte Vista 48’ billboard on gunbarrel 
You can build 9 homes on this property 
with 3 domestic water wells 10,000 sq. 
feet of greenhouse Solar Water well per-
fect water Underground water to green-
houses 3 pressure tank system 36’x40’ 
insulated drying building Bedroom, 
huge safe, Blaze King Ultra Stove 8’ 
Chain Link fence around 2 acres Under-
ground water run to perfect home build-
ing site inside fence Ready to build your 
dream home! $399,000 MLS#792476

Price
Reduced!

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$329,000 MLS#793404

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Ideal spot to build 
your dream home 
with a 360 degree 
view of the San Juan, 
and Sangre De Cris-
to mountain ranges. 
This 39 acre lot is lo-
cated in a quiet area 
with no concern of 
high traffic. Call today 
with any questions you 
may have! $38,500 
MLS#794677

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Looking for land to build your 
new home or to just enjoy the 
outdoors? Take a look at this 80 
acres in a quiet setting not far from 
Del Norte or South Fork. Beauti-
ful valley views! Electric is near 
by if needed. Legal description for 
the 80 acres is N1/2 SE1/4 section 
17, township 40 North Range 5 
East N.M.P.M. The owner pur-
chased 120 acres and is selling 80 

acres north of the 40 acres that he will be keeping. $150,000 MLS#794691

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450
          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming home close to 
park & golf course! Re-
cently updated 3 bedroom, 
3 bathroom home. Cozy 
and spacious large living 
area with fireplace, hot wa-
ter baseboard heat, gallery 
kitchen, and lots of storage. 
Newer flooring, tile etc. 
Nice backyard deck, and 1 
car oversized garage. Call 
to see this lovely home! 
$279,000 MLS#796123

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful fully fenced Horse property with 5.4 
Acres in the Country. This singe story home of-
fers 3 bed 1 bath with a nice sized living room, 
wonderful sunroom to enjoy your coffee in the 
morning or grow flowers and a nice deck to en-
joy your summer evenings. It also includes a 
wood Boiler that you would be able heat your 
house and shop with that just needs to be hooked 
up. The property has an insulated 40 by 60 shop 
with a wood burning stove. It also offers a horse 
barn on the side of the shop with stalls and sad-
dling area, a 10 by 20 shed for storage, a very large chicken coop, and a large fenced 
area for your livestock. Call today for more information. $370,000 MLS#796332

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Constrictors

 5. Abounding in rocks

11. Speed

14. German city

15. Lacking sympathy

18. Visionaries

19. Wastes away

21. One precursor to the EU

23. Nursemaid

24. Unconsciousnesses

28. Baby’s word for father

29. Equal to 64 US pints 
(abbr.)

30. Senses of self-importance

32. Midway between south 
and southwest

33. When you hope to get 
there

35. Electronic data processing

36. Passports and drivers’ 
licences are two

39. Fishes

41. Air Force

42. Personal computers

44. Ecological community

46. Wings

47. Halfway

49. Cool, calm and collected

52. Jewelled headdress

56. Musical composition

58. __ Falls

60. Repeating remarks

62. Periods in one’s life

63. Hyphen

CLUES DOWN

 1. __ Humbug!

 2. Devices that alert pilots 
(abbr.)

 3. Grocer

 4. One point east of southeast

 5. Subjects to hostility

 6. Work unit

 7. Atomic #56

 8. British thermal unit

 9. “Elusive Butterfly” singer

10. Fastened over animal’s 
neck

12. Device

13. Rechargeable power 
source

16. Ancient sage

17. Consist of two elements

20. “Pygmalion” writer

22. “The Centennial State” 
(abbr.)

25. Of I

26. Get older

27. Brotherhoods

29. Buzzing insect

31. Sunscreen rating

34. Brew

36. Leader

37. Indigo bush

38. Burn with a hot liquid

40. Junior’s dad

43. Horse mackerels genus

45. Morning

48. Unit of linear measurement 
(abbr.)

50. Double curve

51. Small, twisted bunch

53. Developed

54. Mars crater

55. Humanistic discipline

57. Word element meaning ear

58. Last or greatest in an 
indefinitely large series

59. Wood residue

61. It cools your home

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

HIPPY Program helps young children transition for school readiness

Instructors for HIPPY.

Courtesy photos

Summer Family night took place in May at the Catholic Parish Hall in 
Alamosa with HIPPY members and child and parent participants.

By maRie mccolm

MONTE VISTA — The HIPPY 
Program is now open to parents 
with children ages 3-4. They are 
encouraged to enroll their children 
in this educational school readi-
ness program. 

HIPPY stands for Home In-
struction for Parents of Preschool 
Youngsters. It is a free 32-week 
program. The program focuses 
on different areas of learning for 
children, including fine and gross 
motor skills, science, creative 
arts, literacy development for the 
young mind, and social-emotional 
development for children.

Home visitors from the HIPPY 

Program can come to your home 
either virtually or in person, and 
with them, they bring a curriculum 
program, complete with activities 
that help young children learn.

There are activities for colors, 
letters, shapes, numbers, and ac-
tivities that help young children 
learn the days of the week.

The curriculum that is given by 
HIPPY is completely hands-on and 
because reading is a core part of 
the curriculum, all children who 
are enrolled in the HIPPY program 
are also given a new book every 
three to four weeks.

Coordinator Beverly Martinez 
Trujillo is excited about this year’s 

participants.
“We have had some good 

enrollment this year. I really 
enjoy working with young 
children,” Trujillo said. “I 
like to see how the kids 
respond to the activi-
ties they are given, and 
it’s always neat when 
you see the children com-
prehending what is being 
taught to them, it is really 
a magical thing to see.”

HIPPY also supplies 
some school supplies for children 
including pencils, a pencil box, 
glue, scissors, erasers and cray-
ons. The school supplies are a gift 
from HIPPY, and they are offered 
all year long to students who are 
enrolled in the program.

The HIPPY program also en-
courages family get-togethers with 
family nights, when parents and 
their children are invited to attend 
special activities at a designated 
place with HIPPY instructors host-
ing the activities. The program 
also holds an end-of-the-year 
graduation for participants.

“I enjoy the family nights also,” 
Trujillo said. “Family nights are 
special because we get to see 

parents and children engaging 
in activities together, this is 
something truly exceptional.”

The HIPPY program’s 
mission is to provide di-

ve r se  commun i t i e s 
with educational tools 

to prepare young chil-
dren for school readi-

ness.
The program is avail-

ab le  in  Rio  Grande , 
Alamosa, Costilla, and 

Conejos counties. HIPPY 

also provides all agencies that are 
in the program with English and 
Spanish resources, based on the 
needs of the participants in the 
program.

 “We just want to encourage 
everyone with young children to 
join our program,” Trujillo said. 
“It really helps kids get ready for 
school and feel more confident 
about starting school.”

For more information or to 
enroll a child, contact Trujillo at 
719-298-1572.
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The experienced rehab teams at the San Luis 
Care Center and Evergreen Nursing Home 

focus on what is best for the patient! We offer 
comprehensive and customized rehab programs 

and short-term or long-term care! 

• 24-hour Skilled Nursing Care
• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care  

Stay Strong, Move Forward, Hurry Home

Don’t have time for pain? 
Recovering from surgery?

Evergreen 
Nursing Home 

1991 Carroll St. • Alamosa

(719) 589-4951

San Luis 
Care Center 

240 Craft Dr. • Alamosa
(719)589-9081

The early years of midlife are a 
hectic time for many people. Around 
the time many people reach their late 
30s and early 40s, they’re balancing 
the responsibilities of a career and a 
family. But as people enter their 50s, 
some of those responsibilities tend to 
be less significant, leaving more time 
for recreational pursuits.

Hobbies and other pursuits outside 
of work are often more fun when 
enjoyed with friends. People over 
50 undoubtedly recognize that it’s 
not always so easy to make new 
friends, even though it’s undeniably 
beneficial to have supportive rela-
tionships into your golden years. 
A 2017 study from researchers at 
Michigan State University found that 
valuing friendships was a stronger 
predictor of health and happiness 
among older adults than valuing 
family. Those results align with an 
earlier Australian study that found 
Australians age 70 or older tended to 
live significantly longer if they had 
more strong friendships.

Making friends after 50 might not 
be as simple as it was during your 
school days, but these strategies can 
help men and women in midlife build 
new friendships.

• Identify your interests. Fifty-
somethings who have spent the last 
couple of decades building a career 
and raising a family can give some 
serious thought to their interests out-
side of work or passions they hope 

How to make new friends after 50

to pursue now that they have more 
time to commit to such pursuits. The 
more interested you are in a given 
activity, the more likely you are to 
stick with it. And the longer you stick 
with something, the more likely you 
are to meet like-minded individuals 
(i.e., future friends) willing to make 
similar commitments.

• Utilize social media. In years 
past, men and women over 50 may 
not have had any readily available 
tools to reach out and connect with 
new people. Social media has made 
it much easier to build such con-
nections. Even the most obscure 
passions likely have a social media 
group of locals devoted to them, and 
these groups can be great ways to 
meet new people. A local runner’s 
club may have its own social media 

accounts, and local governments 
and community groups often share 
information about sports leagues and 
other groups via social media. 

• Sign up for group outings. Com-
munities often sponsor group outings 
to museums, the theater, sporting 
events, and other day trips. Signing 
up for a bus trip to a local museum 
presents a great opportunity to meet 
people who share your interests, pro-
viding the potential to build lasting 
friendships built on a foundation of 
shared interests.

• Broaden your horizons. Just 
because you’re in your 50s doesn’t 
mean your friends have to be. Don’t 
hesitate to invite younger or older 
acquaintances and colleagues over 
for dinner or on weekend excursions. 
Friends come in all shapes, sizes and 
ages, so you could be missing out if 
you’re not willing to extend a hand 
in friendship to people of different 
ages and backgrounds.

Making friends after 50 can be 
challenging. However, various strat-
egies can help men and women over 
50 connect with new people.  

How to organize a social club
The early stages of the COVID-19 

pandemic taught the world many 
lessons, not the least of which was 
how easy it can be take socializing 
for granted. Lockdown was a big 
part of life during the early days of 
the pandemic, as people were forced 
to stay home from work and school 
and remain largely isolated, even 
from their own friends and family 
members.

The sense of isolation that many 
people developed during those early 
days of the pandemic likely didn’t 
come as a surprise to medical re-
searchers, particularly those who 
have studied the effects of isolation 
on aging populations. The National 
Institute on Aging indicates that social 
isolation and loneliness are linked to 
depression as well as a host of other 
negative health outcomes, including 
high blood pressure, heart disease, 
obesity, and cognitive decline. 

Social clubs can be a great way 
for adults over 50 to avoid isola-
tion and loneliness. Such clubs can 
provide opportunities to connect 
with individuals who share similar 
interests, laying the foundation for 
new friendships that can be hard to 
develop in midlife. 

Perhaps the best thing about social 
clubs is that anyone can start one. 
These tips can help individuals over 
50 start social clubs that appeal to 
locals who are on the lookout for fun 
ways to meet new people.

• Think of a hobby unique to your 
location. One of the best ways to 
attract other locals is to find a hobby 
that caters to residents in your area. 
For example, coastal residents may 
want to start a local fishing club, 
while city dwellers may draw more 
interest starting a club focused on 
local museums or restaurants. 

• Take all comers. Individuals over 

50 may aspire to meet people in situ-
ations similar to their own, but they 
should still allow anyone interested 
in their club to join. Adults in the ear-
ly stages of midlife (i.e., their thirties 
and forties) are often too busy with 
their personal and professional lives 
to make much time for social clubs, 
so it’s likely that those interested 
will be 50 or older. But accepting 
all who are interested can increases 
the chances of starting a diverse and 
engaging group.

• Spread the word. Meetup (meet-
up.com) has been facilitating con-
nections for two decades, making it a 
great place to start a group for people 
with shared interests. In addition 
to utilizing a service like Meetup, 
founders can spread the word through 
their social media apps and create 
fliers to post on public boards at local 
community centers and libraries.

• Find a public place to get togeth-
er. It’s best to avoid hosting club 
events and meetings at a private 
residence, including your own. In-
stead, prior to starting the club, look 
around for meeting places, which 
can include local churches, libraries 
or community centers. Ask about 
reserving spaces for meetings and 
look for places that are accessible 
for all people, including those with 
mobility issues.

Starting a social club can be a 
great way for individuals over 50 to 
meet new people and explore new or 
existing passions.  

970-264-5991
www.VisitingAngels.com

Proudly serving our honored Veterans

We Care Every Day 
in Every Way® 

• Errands
• Shopping

• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation

• Friendly Companionship
• Flexible Hourly Care

• Respite Care for Families
• Medication reminders

Americas’ Choice in Homecare
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Call Marie at 719-849-1494 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

9900 Cty. Rd. 12  • Antonito
Call Marvin 719-398-3185

Free Estimites

Master Roofing & 
General Construction

Customs Homes, 
Garages and Roofing

Sunshine Country 
Grocery Store!
1 mile south off Hwy 370 on 5 East

10978 South Cty. Rd. 5 East • Monte Vista

Coming
Soon

Colorado Grown

Peaches & Pears
Available at

By the Box
or Pound

To order please call 719-852-6981 by August 16

Artists open 
their studios 
for the Silver 

Thread 
Studio Tour 
on Aug. 13

SuBmitted aRticle

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista School District is participating 
in a Universal Breakfast and Lunch 
Program for the 2022-2023 school 
year.

Ch i ld ren  a t t end ing  Marsh 
Elementary, Bill Metz Elementary, 
Monte Vista Middle School, Monte 
Vista High School, or Byron Syring 
DELTA Center, breakfast-lunch will 
be available to them at no charge. All 
students enrolled in these schools 
may participate in the breakfast-

lunch program at no charge to them. 
Studies have shown that children 

who are not hungry perform better 
in school. By providing breakfast-
lunch for all children at no charge, 
the district is hoping to create a 
better learning environment for 
students. 

The school breakfast and lunch that 
is served follows U.S. Department 
of Agriculture guidelines for 
healthy school meals. The Universal 
Meals Program cannot succeed 
without local support. 

All meals will be served to all 
students at no charge regardless of 
the eligibility status. 

In accordance with federal civil 
rights law and U.S. Department 
of  Agricul ture (USDA) civi l 
rights regulations and policies, 
this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex 
(including gender identity and 
sexual orientation), disability, age, 
or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. 

Program information may be 
made avai lable in languages 
other than English. Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication to obtain 
program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American 
Sign Language), should contact the 
responsible state or local agency 
that administers the program or 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-
720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal 
Relay Service at 800-877-8339.

MV School District participates in Universal Breakfast and Lunch Program

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council and area artists are presenting 
the 18th Annual Silver Thread Studio 
Tour on Saturday, Aug. 13, from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Artists between South Fork and 
Creede are opening their studios to 
friends, old and new. People can take a 
self-guided driving tour along Highway 
149, the beautiful Silver Thread Scenic 
Byway, in the San Juan Mountains of 
Southern Colorado.

Artist’s studios are located from 
South Fork through historic Creede, 
and along the route toward the Studios 
at Bristol.

“Enjoy a beautiful drive through the 
mountains and the incredible range of 
artistic talent in our area. Local artists 
will welcome you into their home 
studios and galleries, where they will 
answer questions, share techniques, 
perform demonstrations, and showcase 
a variety of works available for 
purchase,” organizers stated.

The Silver Thread Studio Tour 
will have 16 participating artists this 
year. The offerings include fiber arts, 
ceramics, wood, photography, jewelry, 
painting, sculpture, and fused glass. 
Many of the artists have national 
and international recognition in their 
respective fields. 

Map brochures will be available in 
August at the South Fork and Creede 
Visitor Centers, as well as The Studios at 
Bristol. You may also view and print the 
map brochure from the CAC website at 
www.creedeartscouncil.com.

Watch for the bright red and yellow 
signs, banners and windsocks that will 
guide people from stop to stop. There 
is no charge for this event. All are 
welcome during these hours, without 
reservations.

For more information, contact the 
CAC office at creedearts@outlook.
com.
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SuBmitted aRticle

GREAT SAND DUNES NA-
TIONAL PARK — Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve 
is celebrating Junior Ranger Day on 
Saturday, Aug. 6. Activities will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
dunefield and at the south entrance to 
the dunefield from the Dunes Park-
ing Area (follow signs posted in the 
parking lot).

Participants will have the opportu-
nity to earn patches, pedometers, and 
t-shirts after completing a variety of 
activities. Families and children of 
all ages are welcome and there are 
no fees or reservations required to 
participate in the event.

This event is made possible with 
generous support from the Friends 
of the Dunes and the staff and vol-
unteers at Great Sand Dunes. The 
Friends of the Dunes is a non-profit 
organization committed to support-
ing research and education at Great 
Sand Dunes.

An orientation table, prize table 
and activity stations will be staffed 
by park staff and Friends of the 
Dunes board members. This year, 
Great Sand Dunes has organized 

the following activities for kids to 
participate in:

• Learn about mountain lions, 
pronghorns, and a variety of insects 
at the “Animal Olympics” station. 

• Stop by the “Artifact Table” sta-
tion to learn more about artifacts, 
rocks, and other exciting items that 
have been found in the park.

• Look for plants, animals, and 
unique features in the dunes as part 
of the “Scavenger Hunt”.

• Practice your “Sand Painting” 
and learn about ways that many cul-
tures connect to their environments.

• To promote physical activity 
in National Parks, the Friends of 
the Dunes will provide pedometers 
for Junior Rangers to participate in 
“Steps for Stamps” — walk or hike 
1,000 steps with a pedometer and 
earn a stamp.

Junior Rangers will collect a stamp 
after completing each activity and 
pick up prizes at the Prize Table. 

For more information on Junior 
Ranger Day and other programs at 
Great Sand Dunes National Park and 
Preserve, visit www.nps.gov/grsa or 
call the visitor center at 719-378-
6395, between 9: a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Great Sand Dunes celebrating 
Junior Ranger Day
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