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The Colorado Encyclopedia is 
producing a virtual tour about the 
history of the Las Sauces/Las Sauses 
community and the San Antonio de 
Padua Church.

If you have photos of San Antonio 
Feast Day celebrations in Las Sauces 
or of people at the dance halls that 
used to exist in town, contact virtual 
tour creative director Erika O’Conor 
by email: erikaoconor@gmail.com 
or phone 310-425-2313.

365 Health Fair 
returning to Creede 

on Sept. 24
CREEDE —It’s time again for you 

to take advantage of many free and 
low-cost health screenings as Creede 
teams up with 365 Healt. The fair 
will be held from 8 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, Sept. 24, at the public school 
located at 450 Corsair Dr., Creede.

Monte Vista 
Honors Society to 
host a community 
movie fun night 

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista High School National Honors 
Society chapter is having a community 
movie-fun night on Sept. 16.

The movie and games will be at 
the Monte Vista High School football 
field. It begins at 6 p.m. with games, 
and prizes, and the movie will start at 
8 p.m. Concessions will be available 
at the event.

The cost is $3 for kids, $8 for adults, 
and $6 for seniors citizens. Everyone 
is welcome to attend.

The movie is still being decided 
upon. They are choosing from 
four movies — “Luca,” “Sing 
2,” “Spiderman,” or Disney’s 
“Lightyear.”

Colorado 
Encyclopedia seeks 

public’s help
The Colorado Encyclopedia (CE) 

is producing a virtual tour about the 
history and legacy of La Sociedad 
Protección Mutua de Trabajadores 
Unidos (S.P.M.D.T.U.)’s Concilio 
Superior. 

With the help of S.P.M.D.T.U. 
members CE has found numerous 
archival images of La Sociedad. So 
far, however, they have been unable 
to find photographs of the following 
events that took place at the Concilio 
Superior: boxing matches, basketball 
games, roller skating, dances.

If you have any photographs of 
these events or posters advertising 
such events, or know where CE 
could find them, contact virtual tour 
creative director Erika O’Conor by 
email: erikaoconor@gmail.com or 
phone 310-425-2313.

Photos of San 
Antonio Feast Day 

sought

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — In the early 
morning hours of Aug. 30, a major law 
enforcement operation was conducted 
in a housing development known as 
KV Estates, located in Moffat in rural 
Saguache County.

The operation was initiated at the 
property located on Tappero Road 
followed by, according to Saguache 
County Sheriff Dan Warwick, 
additional operations conducted at 
multiple locations throughout the day.

Warwick confirmed that multiple law 
enforcement agencies were involved 
in providing assistance to SCSO and 
included the use of helicopters and 
other “equipment people may not 

have seen used in operations like this 
before,” he said.

However, beyond that basic 
information, Warwick was not willing 
to elaborate.  

“This is an ongoing investigation,” 
he said, “We have no further comment 
at this time.”

According to their HOA website, 
KV Estates is located on 1,100 acres 
subdivided into 779 lots of various sizes.

Photos posted on the K-V Estates 
Facebook page display a sprawling 
development with some residences 
appearing to be uninhabitable or 
abandoned and others constructed in 
a manner not typically found in areas 
described as housing developments.ç

Courtesy photo

Saguache County Sheriff’s Office along with multiple law enforcement 
agencies conducted an operation on Aug. 30 at the development known 
as KV Estates in Moffat.

Multiple agencies conduct law enforcement 
operation in Saguache County

Seven Peaks Music Festival 
creates its own town

Photo by Patrick Shea

Fans posed for framed selfies at the Seven Peaks Music Festival outside Villa Grove on Labor Day 
Weekend.

By Patrick shea

VILLA GROVE — Fans flocked 
to the Seven Peaks Music Festival on 
private land outside of Villa Grove for 
three days of music, food, and fresh 
air. Festival founder and headliner 
Dierks Bentley routinely draws 

massive crowds, thrilling the people 
with his music on the road.

But he doesn’t throw in 
accommodations, security, food, and 
services like he did for his Labor Day 
party. With the help of Live Nation, 
multiple vendors, and San Luis Valley 

agency cooperation, Bentley’s event 
turned into a small city for a few days.

Representing the Saguache 
County Tourism Council at a booth 
between the two stages, Saguache 
Hotel owner Andy Hackbarth said, 

Please see MUSIC on Page 8A

Echoing Django Reinhardt and traditional 
bluegrass, Rapidgrass ripped through a 
few songs with blazing mandolin (and a 

gospel tune song by Sarah, sister of band 
leader Mark Morris). 

Photo by Patrick Shea

Music festival reverberates for Commissioners
By Patrick shea

SAGUACHE/VILLA GROVE — The bulk of 
Saguache County Sheriff Dan Warwick’s report to 
the county commissioners on Sept. 6 reflected his 
experience as Incident Commander for the Seven 
Peaks Music Festival over Labor Day Weekend.

“The event went overall very, very well,” 
Warwick said.

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 8A

Baca Grande 
could become 

a town
By Patrick shea

BACA GRANDE SUBDIVISION 
— Ahead of the Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association meeting on Sept. 
8, the growing subdivision sits at a 
crossroads.

The Baca Grande POA Candidate 
Forum for potential board membership 
has been a long tradition for the 
unique covenant community south of 
Crestone. But this year marks a turn 
toward incorporation as a new town in 
Colorado, the town of Baca Grande.

Members will receive ballots in the 
mail before the annual Baca Grande 
POA meeting at 7 p.m. on Oct. 14 in 
the POA meeting hall.

Encouraged to return their ballots 
before the meeting, property owners will 
decide the future of their community. 
The process of incorporation has 
been under discussion for years — 
along with potential annexation with 
Crestone. But on Aug. 8, the process 
of becoming an incorporated town 
became official.

Volunteers submitted the petition to 
the District Court. With requirements 
met, the next step entailed appointing 
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oBituaries

Mary El izabeth  (Hearn) 
Churchman passed from this life 
on Aug. 25, 2022, at UT Southwest 
in Dallas. She was a resident of 
Granbury, Texas.

Mary graduated from Adamson 
High School in Dallas, Texas, in 
1957 and then from North Texas 
State College in Denton in 1961.

In 1961, she married Joe 
Churchman, and they had two 
sons, Edmond Joseph and David 
Shawn.

Mary taught art for 36 years in 
the DISD at Rosemont Elementary, 
TW Browne Junior High, and 
Kimball High School.

Post-retirement she and Joe 
opened Wild River Gallery in South 
Fork, Colo., and split their time 
between there and Granbury, Texas. 
She was preceded by her husband 
Joe and her son, Ed.

Mary is survived by her son 
Shawn and his husband Tom 
Spector; her brother Ronald Hearn, 

Longtime Monte Vista resident 
JoAnne Grace Medina passed away 
on Aug. 30, 2022, at UC Health 
Hospital in Colorado Springs 
surrounded by loved ones. She was 
born Sept. 2, 1948, in Alamosa, 
Colo., to Rose P. Martinez and 
Benito Martinez. 

JoAnne was the truest matriarch 
of her family of which was her 
pride and joy. A true Christian and 
believer in God she led her life 
being selfless and loving without 
condition. 

JoAnne was a woman of many 
talents and hobbies which included 
being an amazing cook and 
baker, novel reader, embroiderer, 
seamstress and crocheter. JoAnne 
loved to spend her time gardening 
during her summers and enjoying 
the outdoors. 

Anyone that knew JoAnne knew 
that her home was always open for 
conversation and her fridge always 
full of meals to comfort you. A truer 
friend and kinder person could 
not exist.

JoAnne is survived by her 
devoted son Peter Medina (Robert 
Brown), daughter Stephanie 
Molina, sisters Loretta Pacheco 
and Leola (Anastacio) Lopez, and 
brothers Ricky (Stella) Martinez 
and Gabel Vigil, grandchildren 
Tobias (Toby) Medina, Cassandra 

Mary Elizabeth (Hearn) Churchman

her granddaughter Haleigh Lanae 
Churchman; great-granddaughter 
Kayden Sage Lamb; and her 
son’s widow, Kimberly Clanton 
Churchman.

A Funeral Service for Mary will 
be 11 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 10, 
2022, at the Wiley Funeral Home, 
Granbury, Texas.

Arrangements were made by 
Wiley Funeral Home, Granbury, 
Texas.

JoAnne Grace Medina

Medina (Paul Lince), Jennifer 
Delgado, Angelo Molina, Angelize 
Molina and great-grandchildren 
Elijah and JuliAnna Medina as 
well as many nieces, nephews, 
and extended family and friends.

She was proceeded in death 
by her husband Tobias Medina, 
daughter Roseann Medina, mother 
Rose P. Martinez, father Benito 
Martinez, and brothers Leroy 
Martinez and Benito Martinez.

A private service has been 
selected to honor the final wishes 
of JoAnne. To express condolences 
to the family, please visit www.
rogersfunerals.com.

Rogers Family mortuary in 
Monte Vista is in care of the 
arrangements.

commissioners. Once established, the 
commissioners met to set a date and 
time for all the registered electors 
residing within the area to vote on 
incorporation. The Oct. 15 meeting 

falls within the 90-day limit for seeking 
community consensus.

Spread over 10,500 acres, the Baca 
Grande population has grown to more 
than 1,200 people, roughly one-fifth 

the population of Saguache County. 
Instead of assessing flat fees for all 

Baca Grande property owners who own 
raw land or developed homes like they 
do today, an incorporated town taxes 

owners according to the Saguache 
County Assessor’s Office evaluations. 
The implications for increased revenue 
continue, but only if the POA members 
vote for incorporation.

TOWN Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between Aug. 
29 and Sept. 5, 2022.

The Sheriff and deputies had a 
busy week with the Seven Peaks 
Music Festival in Villa Grove, a drug 
bust at KV Estates, and increased 
traffic for Labor Day. Assisting the 
Marijuana Enforcement Division 
(MED), staff participated in a 
thorough search for MED violations 
at KV Estates.

In addition to a weather evacuation 
and emergency medical attention for 
a Utility Terrain Vehicle (UTV) crash 
at the music festival, two arrests and a 
rapid response at the gun checkpoint 
tested the department.

Throughout the week, staff made 11 
traffic stops, monitored 13 controlled 
burns, and conducted two checks on 
suspicious activity. They conducted 

three search and rescue operations, 
assisted citizens and other agencies, 
provided information, made two 
welfare checks, and arranged four 
ambulance rides.

Loose animals and livestock 
required attention, and deputies 
handled an intoxicated person, a 
protection order violation, child 
abuse, four assaults, and multiple 
traffic complaints.

ARRESTS
• A 38-year-old Florida man paid a 

$100 bond after being picked up for 
a Failure to Appear charge from Las 
Animas County.

• A 45-year-old Monte Vista man 
was arrested for failing to appear in 
court.

• A 25-year-old Saguache man 
was arrested for failing to comply 
with officers.

• A 38-year-old Center woman 
who violated a protection order was 

arrested on Sept. 1, paid the $1,000 
cash bond, was arrested again on 
Sept. 2, and her father bailed her out.

• A 35-year-old Center man was 
arrested for harassment, domestic 
violence, and violating a protection 
order.

• A 21-year-old Center man was 
arrested for failing to appear in court.

• A 28-year-old Arizona man was 
arrested for attempted murder in the 
first degree, menacing and assault 
with a deadly weapon, and driving 
under the influence.

saguache county sheriff’s rePort

staff rePort 

MONTE VISTA — Subway Sean walked through Monte 
Vista on Friday, Sept. 1, one of many towns on his 3,044-
mile trek from Massachusetts to California. Of course, as 
his name implies, he stopped at the Subway in Monte Vista 
for a bite to eat, and he knew there was another in Del Norte 
just up the highway if he wanted a snack.

Sean Clancy arrived in Alamosa on Wednesday, took 
Thursday off, and was back on the road Friday, planning to 
stop for the night just outside of Monte Vista. He averages 
walking 26 miles per day. 

Clancy, 26, is using the walk to raise money and awareness 
for Big City Mountaineers, a Denver-based national 
nonprofit that provides camping and backpacking trips for 
disadvantaged youth. 

And, he gave himself an extra challenge. He can only eat 
products sold at the fast-food chain Subway. 

“I was looking into the trip, and I found out there’s 47 
other people that have done this trip before, so I wanted to 
find my own twist so when I finished, I could say I’m the 
only one that’s done this type of trip,” he said. “I did a little 
research into what food I could survive on, and I landed 
on Subway.” 

He began walking on May 1 and plans to finish the walk 
on the pier in Santa Monica, sometime in October. 

Clancy began training for the trip in September of 2021. 
He dubbed himself “Subway Sean” and built up a social 
media following by livestreaming his training sessions on 
the online video platform Twitch. He continues to livestream 
while on his journey across America. 

He started the walk using a small backpack and a baby 
stroller. Two months into his walk, The Subway Corporation 
gave him a customized stroller and an electronic Subway 
gift card for as many subs as he wanted. The stroller has 
dual solar panels, a sandwich cooler, and other features. 

In addition to the stroller, a $10,000 donation was made 
by Subway to support Clancy’s campaign to raise money 
for Big City Mountaineers. He has received $3,000 in 
additional donations to date. 

“When we learned about Sean’s journey across America 

Photos by Brian Williams 

Subway Sean is walking from Massachusetts to 
California to raise money and awareness for Big City 
Mountaineers, a Denver-based national nonprofit 
that provides camping and backpacking trips for 
disadvantaged youth. 

Subway Sean walks across Valley

and his love for Subway sandwiches, we wanted to make 
his journey even better! Sean can fuel up with craveable 
sandwiches on us to make his food stops seamless as 
he journeys towards the West Coast,” said a Subway 
Spokesperson. “3,000 miles is a long way to travel, and we 
recognize his equipment will start to feel the wear and tear 
of the road. That’s why we’ll be providing Sean with brand 
new equipment halfway along his journey.” 

There have been more changes for Clancy since starting 
the journey 125 days ago. He is letting his hair grow out 
and stopped shaving so he can get that “Forrest Gump” 
look. He has also dropped a few pounds — more than 50, 
Clancy admits. 

“When I started, I weighed 215,” Clancy said. “I think 
I’m at about 155 to 160 now.” 

His livestream can be watched at subwaysean on the 
Twitch platform.
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oPinion & editorial

I would imagine that everyone has 
heard that rhetorical question stated at 
one time or another when someone is 
asked something so blatantly obvious 
that a simple yes just will not do. Such as 
someone asking a doctor if he sees any 
sick people. To which he might answer 
“does a bear poop in the woods?” Which 
means of course he does. He’s a doctor 
for Pete’s sake. What other kind of 
people would he see?

That phrase has been used over 
and over so many times by people 
both famous and not so famous that 
it’s impossible to really pin down the 
origins. So, let’s just suffice to say it’s 
been around in one form or another for 
a long time and may have even been 
Eve’s answer to Adam when asked if 
she ate the darned apple.

Which kind of brings me around to 
the subject of today’s column which is 
Ol’ Dutch Goes Camping. And even 
though it’s obvious that I am going to 
have to use the restroom in the woods, 
that is not really the storyline here.

But it is convoluted and long so as 
usual I will give it my best shot.

Way back in the early days of 
romantic passion and pursuit of Miss 
Trixie when Ol’ Dutch took her to the 
circus and then bear hunting on our 
first two dates, something else occurred 
that made me realize that true love was 
abloom.

We had gone on an ATV ride of 
considerable length and having found a 
suitable spot to have a picnic Miss Trixie 
proceeded to walk off in the forest and 
pee. Now for some of you that may not be 
too remarkable of a thing to witness but 
Ol’ Dutch had been married previously 
to a woman that had to come to town to 
take care of business no matter how far 
up in the forest we were.

This put a real downer on being able 
to stay up in the mountains for any 
length of time as we spent most of the 
day driving to and from a toilet.

Seeing Miss Trixie pee was like 
the straw that broke the camel’s back 
for me, and I fell in love on the spot. 
That last statement did not come out 
quite right but what I meant to say is 
“knowing” she could go in the woods 
and not actually “seeing” her go in the 
woods endeared her to my heart.

Of course, Trixie had managed an 
expedition to Mt. Everest and other 
such destinations and so she had the 
“going where life finds you” down pat.

Planets over the sky 
this month

Since the full moon is on the 10th, 
a lot of stars won’t be visible. But 
the Planets will be visible.  Jupiter 
is highly visible this month. The 
Zodiacal light will also be visible this 
month in the Eastern horizon.

Mercury hugs the western horizon 
during the first two weeks of September. 
Because we live in the south, we will be 
able to see it. Mercury will be easier to 

find since it hugs the western horizon 
during the first two weeks of September. 
It sets about 50 minutes after the Sun.

The early evening is dominated by 
Saturn’s appearance in the SE sky 
as darkness appears. It’s 20 inches 
high in the sky by 9 p.m. in early 
September. As evening progresses 
Saturn rises higher in the sky.

Jupiter reaches opposition on the 
26th in southern Pisces, and it’s the 
brightest object in the night sky after 
the moon. You can see it in the southern 

sky. It rotates 
in 10 hours, so 
its atmosphere 
features move 
quickly. Sometimes you 
can even see its moons.

Mars brightens by the end of this 
month. It joins Aldebaran in Taurus 
the Bull. Mars gets brighter by Sept. 
30. Venus shines as a brilliant morning 
star. I see it a lot when I get up and 
look out. You can see it in the SE sky. 
So, have fun viewing the planets.

Does a bear poop 
in the woods

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Fast forward to this September and 
Ol’ Dutch is going to go camping for 
the first time since I was a kid. Yes, 
you got it. This mountain man just has 
not camped out and mainly due to the 
close association with an ex-wife who 
camped out only in a Holiday Inn.

So, it appears that I am going to get 
my taste of remote living and Miss 
Trixie has spent considerable time 
preparing me for just such an adventure. 
Bags are packed, food purchased and 
accounted for, gear checked, and 
double checked and medical equipment 
packaged in case of an emergency.

As luck would have it this is a men’s 
only campout, but Miss Trixie has 
her eye on all her gear in case we are 
delayed at which point she will come 
and camp with us.

Of course, this would happen after 
the other guys vacate camp as they dont 
want a woman around as that is exactly 
what they are escaping from in the first 
place by going hunting.

If they only knew how handy she is 
at cooking, camping and packing out 
meat they would have her there the first 
day and she would truly shine.

So off into the wilds I go hoping to 
bag the elusive elk, eat canned beans 
and Ramen Noodles and we are gonna 
find out whether Ol’ Dutch joins the 
bear in the performance of his duties 
in the woods too.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com or on Twitter 
at TroutRepublic.

A twig snaps, sharply breaking 
the quiet, and I wince a little as I 
turn back around to pay attention to 
where I am walking in the wee hours 
of daylight. Otto snickers at me from 
behind. It’s his fault really. I was 
actually very quiet up until the point 
where he lightly tapped my shoulder 
with a stick to make me aware of the 
developing incredible sunrise on the 
skyline behind me. One of the best 
I have ever seen. Later that day and 
through the weekend, area social 
media pages lit up with hundreds of 
images of the same sunrise. We weren’t 
alone viewing nature’s splendor that 
early November morning, but we were 
alone, in that area of the Rio Grande 
National Forest. 

When I am hunting, that is exactly 
how I prefer to be — alone in an 
area that I am hoping will have the 
animals I plan to harvest that year. 
Having hunted for most of my life, 
I am not surprised, however, when 
I happen upon or see 
other folks. Most often 
they are hunters too. But 
I occasionally run into a 
non-hunter enjoying the 
amazing scenery and 
recreational activities our 
public lands have to offer. 

By now, most of us 
are well-aware that the 
national forest is a melting 
pot of users out there. 
Called multiple-use, the 
concept is the foundation 
of what makes our public lands 
wonderful. The lands are available 
for grazing, mining, logging and a 
multitude of various recreational uses. 
We visit knowing that we will sometimes 
encounter other users or livestock out 
there. That’s just fine by me.

When Otto and I headed down for 
lunch that warm fall day, we ran into 
some hikers heading for one of the 
peaks in the area. Our meeting was 
friendly and comfortable. To make it 
so, we both stood with our firearms 
slinged on our backs and slightly 
turned away and on the opposite side of 
our body from the visitors. We made a 
conscious effort to be friendly and were 

Hunting on the Rio Grande 
National Forest

met with the same attitude. We spoke 
for a few minutes and went our separate 
ways. We had no idea of whether those 
folks supported hunting or not and 

it really doesn’t matter. 
Each party was respectful 
of the other’s chosen 
activity for the day. You 
hear that an increasing 
amount of non-like 
activity meetings are 
going like that. And that 
is refreshing. 

I’d like to offer a few 
tips on how to make any 
potential meetings in the 
forest during hunting 
season more pleasant. 

For the non-hunter, the first thing I 
recommend is to know when hunting 
seasons are going. There are many 
days in the fall when seasons are 
not on. If you want, you can limit 
your activities to those days. The 
second thing is to wear bright colored 
clothing when you do venture out 
during a designated hunting season. 
Try not to choose earth tones as they 
still can blend in during various light 
situations. Get an orange vest for 
your pets too. Third, choose trails 
and areas that are less likely to have 
hunters. Finally, it doesn’t hurt to 
make some noises when walking 
through the woods, to let hunters 

know you are there. If you do hear 
shooting close by, raise you voice and 
make your presence known. 

For hunters, my first tip is to be 
familiar with your hunt area. It is 
highly unlikely that animals will stay 
for long in high use areas, especially 
during that time of year. Second, stay 
alert at all times. Sounds you hear may 
be a hiker and not the animal you are 
hoping for. If you hear other voices, 
try to respond so that they know you 
are in the area. Third, and the most 
basic of shooting rules, clearly identify 
your target and what is behind it, 
before shooting. This is sure to prevent 
unfortunate accidents or fatalities. 
Finally, be open and friendly when 
meeting other users on the trails. You 
might even meet someone that will 
become a good friend. 

I often talk about how all users of 
our public lands have responsibilities 
to the land, themselves and other users. 
A little extra awareness during the fall 
hunting seasons will go a long way 
in creating a world where we can all 
enjoy our desired activities as those 
around us enjoy theirs. 

Gregg Goodland is the Public 
Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest. An avid outdoor 
enthusiast, you’ll find him enjoying 
all public lands as often as possible.

your night sky
By darlene danko

Land Water
and People

By Gregg Goodland
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MONTE VISTA — The San Luis 
Valley Potato Festival is set to return 
for its 14th edition on Saturday, 
Sept. 10. There will be plenty of 
opportunities for a day filled with 
fun at Chapman Park. 

The day will begin with the 4th 
Annual Tater Trot 5K. Proceeds 
from the race will support pediatric 
diabetes patients throughout the 
whole valley. The cost to participate 
is $25, early registrants get a free 
T-shirt. 

There will also be an opportunity 
to join CPAC Executive Director Jim 
Ehrlich on a free Agricultural Tour. 
People who would like to attend can 
sign up to ride a bus from the festival 
site to visit the SLV-Research Center 
and see a field being harvested. 

The tour is free and provides the 
chance to learn about the breeding, 
seeding, growing and harvesting of 
Colorado’s finest potatoes, right here 
in the San Luis Valley.

Festivities will continue throughout 
the day and will include free kid’s 
games, the famous mashed potato 
dunk tank,  a professional chef 
demo by Chef Jason Morse of 5280 
Culinary, bouncy houses, and a 
trampoline quad jumper. There will 
also be food and craft vendors, live 
animals and much more.

The day will conclude with a live 
performance in Chapman Park by 
the Circus Foundry. This exciting 
entertainment for all ages will 
showcase high flying aerialists, 
daring acrobats, incredible jugglers 
full of amazing tricks and silly 

storytelling. This free, fun, family-
friendly show is not to be missed. 

There is something for everyone 
at the 2022 edition of the San Luis 
Valley Potato Festival.

For more information or to sign 
up for any of these events, visit 
coloradopotato.org/potatofestival 
or call 719-852-3322.

Potato Festival set for 
Sept. 10 at Chapman Park ALAMOSA — South Central 

Colorado Seniors-Area Agency 
on Aging is partnering with Moki 
Mobile Kitchen and Butterball 
Association, to provide meal 
vouchers “grocery coupons” with 
proof of a COVID-19 vaccination 
cards to those aged 60 and over. 

Beginning Sep. 6, anyone aged 
60 and over can provide proof of 
COVID-19 vaccination by taking 
a vaccine card to the Area Agency 

on Aging office of SLV, located 
at 1116 3rd St., Alamosa, and 
receive both a Moki Meal Voucher, 
eligible for one meal provided by 
the Moki at the various farmers 
markets and events they attend, as 
well as a Butterball voucher that 
can be used at Butterball approved 
grocery stores.

For more information, contact 
SLV Area Agency on Aging at 
719-589-4511.

SLVAAA providing meal 
vouchers to seniors

By luke lyons

ALAMOSA — Under a bright 
September sun, with birds circling 
above, Alamosa welcomed 455 classic 
cars and hot rods this weekend for the 
41st annual Early Iron Festival.

Car enthusiasts of all ages and walks 
of life descended upon Cole Park to 
celebrate nearly 100 years’ worth of 
fully restored, somewhat restored and 
not-quite-yet restored cars.

The big winner of the weekend’s Show 
N Shine event was Bobby Mayoros. The 
Aurora resident won Rodders’ Choice 
for his 1969 Chevy Camaro.

Mayoros has attended the festival 
around 10 times. He’s owned his beloved 
Camaro for almost 30 years.

This is the first time the car has won.
“I actually built this car 28 years ago,” 

Mayoros said. “I’ve had the car a long 
time. So this is pretty special.”

Mayoros received a plaque at a 
banquet held at Alamosa Family 
Recreation Center Saturday evening.

The Chevy enthusiast belongs to a 
car club called Hoodlums Car Club. 
It’s based in Aurora but has branches 
throughout the state.

“We have the whole crew here,” he 
said. “Hoodlums Car Club is the group’s 
name and we have branches in Aurora, 
here (Alamosa), Pueblo and we just 
voted in Canon City.”

Mayoros has friends in Sanford and 
has made friends at various trips to 

Robert Sanchez and Isabella Vanderburg shine the tires on their 1942 Dodge 
Powervan that was once a Word War II ambulance at the 41st annual 
Early Iron Festival held at Cole Park in Alamosa on Saturday,  Sept. 3.

Early Iron Festival celebrates classic cars for 41st year

Alamosa throughout the years.
He uses the time, not just to show off 

his car, but to reconnect with friends.
“We got in Thursday because we 

have friends in Sanford,” he said. “So 
it was nice to come and see some old 
friends, too.”

Another award given this weekend 
was the Alamosa Police Department’s 
Pick.

The winners were Robert Sanchez and 
Isabella Vanderburg from Albuquerque, 
N.M.

Sanchez and his late father rebuilt 
a 1942 Dodge Powervan more than a 
decade ago.

He shows the van to honor his father.
“I just know that’s what he would 

want,” Sanchez said. “He’d want me 

to keep the tradition going. You know, 
he used to go to shows all the time. We 
took it to California one time. 

“So, I just want to keep it going, you 
know; keep his memory alive and it 
shows people what he could do ... what 
both of us did.”

The two began building the van more 
than a decade ago. Sanchez’s father died 
in December 2020.

When they first bought the van, it was 
a yellow school bus.

However, the 1942 Dodge had an 
even more interesting past – it used to 
be a World War II ambulance.

That inspired them to rebuild the van as 
a World War II ambulance. They decked 
it out in Army green, painted a cross on its 
side and even kept an IV attached to the 

Photos by Luke Lyons

Bobby Mayoros’ 1969 Chevrolet Camaro was selected Rodders’ Choice at 
the 41st annual Early Iron Festival held at Cole Park in Alamosa.

inside (though now it holds a Jack Daniels 
bottle rather than IV fluids).

There’s also a mural on the passenger 
side of the van that depicts a scene from 
D-Day.

“We started just looking up World 
War II ambulance,” Sanchez said. “It 
had the original shovels still mounted 
on the side to hold all their different 
tools but it didn’t have the Jerry cans 
mounted, We had to take the big barn 
doors off the back.”

The ambulance is often met with 
curiosity and excitement.

Even those who aren’t fans of classic 
cars, appreciate the story behind the 
1942 Dodge.

“People are definitely excited,” he 
said. “You get a lot of smiles. Just driving 

down the road, you get a lot of smiles 
and thumbs up because people don’t 
usually see this at a car show.”

Another entrant brought his 1955 
Chevy Bel Air from Amarillo, Texas.

John Romero has participated in the 
Early Iron Festival before, but this is the 
first time he brought the Bel Air.

Romero, a former Marine and retired 
government worker bought the Chevy in 
2017. He and his lifelong friend rebuilt 
most of the engine, however, the interior 
and exterior were in great shape.

For Romero, driving the classic car is 
the best part of taking it to shows around 
the country.

“This car is a driver,” he said. “I love 
driving it. Me and my wife love going 
for drives. To me, that’s the thrill of it.
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About 26 Colorado Veterans Community Center of Homelake residents were at the annual Rock Creek 
Breakfast on Aug. 31.

Homelake residents enjoy annual Rock Creek Breakfast
By marie mccolm 

MONTE VISTA — Once a year, 

Homelake veterans are honored 

with a special breakfast at the picnic 

grounds in Rock Creek.

Staff members get up before 

sunrise and begin cooking at the 

picnic grounds. The Colorado 

Veterans Community Center of 

Homelake residents ride in multiple 

buses to the breakfast. This year’s 

event was on Aug. 31. 

Admissions and Marketing 

Director Pam Self talked about 

the breakfast and how it was such 

a neat event to be a part of.

“This is an annual event that we 

do,” Self said. “I have been here 

for 15 years now, and the only 

year we did not do this was that 

first year that COVID hit, summer 

of 2020. The residents and staff 

get so excited. This has been a 

tradition for a long time, and from 

what I have heard from others, it’s 

probably been a tradition for 35 

years or more. We call it the Rock 

Creek Breakfast. We go up to the 

group Campsite. We have a fire in 

the fire pit. In the old days, we did 

do the cooking over the fire. We 

also still make cowboy coffee on 

the campfire.” 

Self also spoke about how many 

of the Homelake residents have 

been going for a number of years 

to the breakfast. She was excited 

that there were new residents who 

had gone up for the first time 

this year.

“We were exci ted to have 

new residents come up. We are 

also amazed by the amount that 

everyone eats,” Self said. “Our 

residents get those good appetites, 

with the air up there, the smell 

of the food, it just makes you 

hungry. One of our new residents 

this year, that lives in the cottages, 

commented that he was amazed to 

see so many people from every 

different department there. All 

the cooks were actually from 

other departments this year, as 

we didn’t have anyone go up from 

our culinary department at all this 

year. The resident stated how he 

was amazed at how good the food 

was, and how well the staff worked 

together to put on this wonderful 

breakfast for the residents.”  

Self also spoke about how the 

center does lots of things for the 

residents every year, but this by 

far is one of her favorites for the 

residents.

“It’s just a great event. We had 

about 26 residents total attend the 

breakfast,” Self said. “We brought 

our handicap accessible busses, and 

you know many of the residents 

who attended were in wheelchairs, 

but the fact that they still get to go 

up into the National Forest and 

have a great morning and breakfast 

and visit with friends. It’s really 

wonderful.”

Self said that it’s nice to be in 

the forest, with nobody in a rush to 

leave and all the veterans sharing 

stories of when they went camping, 

or fishing. Self said that three buses 

went up, along with a pickup truck 

to help carry wheelchairs or other 

items that any of the veterans 

needed.  

“My favorite part of the breakfast 

though, is seeing the smiles on the 

veterans faces, and seeing how 

well the residents eat,” Self said. 

“I also love to hear the residents 

share their reminiscing memories, 

and stories from when they got to 

camp, or their favorite things to eat 

while camping too. All the pictures 

that we take, and they take up there. 

These things are my favorite part 

of the breakfast.”

Colorado Veterans Community Center of Homelake staff was up before sunrise cooking for the annual Rock Creek 
Breakfast on Aug. 31.
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Is it hard for you to trust that God 
is working on your problem because 
you can’t see everything He’s doing? 
I know that having faith is easy until 
the devil assaults you with doubt and 
unbelief. But no matter how hopeless 
your situation looks or feels, God 
wants you to know that you can trust 
Him to do something great. You just 
have to walk by faith in order to see 
with your spiritual eyes what you can’t 
see in the natural.

Paul said in Ephesians 1:18-19, “I 
pray that the eyes of your heart may 
be enlightened in order that you 
may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in his holy people, and his 
incomparably great power for us who 
believe” (NIV).

As long as we believe, God keeps 
working. So, when we feel discouraged, 
we need to encourage ourselves that 
He is doing good things behind the 
scenes.

In the last couple of years, I’ve 
formed a habit of saying, “This is 
going to end well.” No matter what 
I am feeling, I’ll say, “God is good 
and He’s going to work this out for 
my good. He’s going to teach me 
something new and I’m going to be a 
better person than I was before.”

I think consistency should be one 
of our greatest goals as believers—
continuously filling our minds with 
God’s Word, thinking positively, 
being prayerful at all times...obedient, 
peaceful, joyful. Jesus said, “In this 
world you will have trouble” (John 
16:33 NIV). But we can be glad anyway 
because we know how the story ends. 
Jesus continued, saying, “But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.”

A Look into the Unseen
“The kingdom of heaven” is 

referenced throughout the New 
Testament. When Jesus began His 
public ministry, he said, “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near” (Matthew 4:17 NIV). Like 
most people would, Jesus’ disciples 
presumed that He was going to set up 
an earthly kingdom with a palace and a 
throne. But He rules over an invisible 
kingdom, in the spiritual realm.

For example, did you know there 
are angels with us right now? Many 
of us don’t really think about that 
because we can’t see them with our 
natural eyes. But just because we can’t 
see them doesn’t mean they aren’t 
there. God is a mighty God and He 
rules over a mighty kingdom.

Psalm 91:11 (AMPC) says, “For He 
will give His angels [especial] charge 
over you to accompany and defend 
and preserve you in all your ways [of 
obedience and service].”

As we become more conscious of 
the fact that God is always with us and 
He’s assigned His angels to defend 
and protect us, it should make us feel 
safer, more empowered to do what 
He’s called us to do, and less likely 
to give up when things get hard. But 
here’s what we have to remember: No 
matter what kind of support He gives 
us, if we don’t believe that we have it, 
then to us, it’s as if we don’t have it.

Faith Is the Key to Victory
First John 5:4 (NIV) says, “This 

is the victory that has overcome the 
world, even our faith.”

Hebrews 11:1 tells us how it works: 
“Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen” (KJV). Faith is a real thing; it 
has substance. In other words, faith 
is firmly committed. It refuses to be 
swayed by our ever-changing emotions 
or our current circumstances.

For example, if you wake up in the 
morning and your back is aching, you 
can’t stand your job, and your house 
is a mess, faith says, “Yes! I’m ready 
to face this day because I can do 
whatever I need to do through Christ” 

See the Unseen with the 
Eyes of Your Heart

(see Philippians 4:13).
If you’re in a tough place in your 

marriage, or your children have drifted 
away from God, or you have a lifelong 
dream that is yet to be fulfilled, faith 
says, “God is working, and this is 
going to end well.”

It won’t always be easy, but God 
will always be with you to help you. 
And by faith, you can keep believing 
even before you see the result of what 
God has been doing all along.

Mark 11:24 (NIV) says, “Whatever 
you ask for in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours.”

Whatever you’re going through, I 
encourage you to live with the positive 
expectation that something good is 
going to happen to you. Keep an “I 
can” mindset, and stir up your faith, 
believing God for greater things. And 
remember, no matter what you see or 
don’t see, God is working in your life.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
three-teaching resource The Invisible 
Kingdom. You can also contact us to 
receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 140 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and THE POWER OF THANK 
YOU (FaithWords). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.
org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Valley Publishing, Inc. • 229 Adams St. • Monte Vista

RGNF provides 
updates on projects
By gregg goodland

Rio Grande National Forest
MONTE VISTA — The Rio 

Grande National Forest announced 
Thursday, Sept. 1, updates on several 
projects and high-interest issues 
located in all three Ranger Districts. 
Some issues in the forest have garnered 
significant community interest and the 
need to provide accurate information 
on these matters is high.

“The status of these issues 
and projects is important to our 
communities,” said Andy Kelher, 
deputy forest supervisor for the Rio 
Grande National Forest. “Our goal is 
to provide up-to-date information that 
could help with planning, including 
on those projects that may not have 
significant changes to their status. We 
want our neighbors and visitors to be 
informed.” 

The following projects are the ones 
of highest interest to communities 
and visitors alike. The updates are 
accurate at the time of publishing. It 
is likely that changes will soon occur 
on some projects while others may 
have little reportable progress for 
several months. 

Forest Service Road 250 Horca 
to Stunner Pass – Conejos Peak 
Ranger District

The popular 250 road experienced 
extensive deterioration along this 
stretch due to the abundant rain and 
increased traffic this year. In mid-
August, RGNF road crews were 
able to blade the 8-mile section 
from Horca to the Upper South 
Fork Trailhead. Beginning early 
September, a contractor will be 
maintaining the entire section from 
Hwy 17 up to Stunner Pass. Slight 
delays may occur while the contractor 
is working over the course of a month.

Continental Reservoir Bridge – 
Divide Ranger District

After a 2021 bridge inspection 
reported a critical finding, the 
access to the bridge was restricted to 
vehicles under thee tons. During the 
spring 2022 inspection, the bridge 
abutments were determined to have 
shifted further, rendering the entire 
bridge unsafe to the lighter passenger 
vehicles, so the bridge was closed 
to most motorized traffic on June 
28. Additional movement of the 
abutments has been determined and 
is continuing to be monitored.

A repair contract was solicited on 
June 15, before the bridge closure 
occurred, but the cost of bids received 
exceeded the RGNF estimates for the 
repair. A new, revised contact has been 
developed and will be available to bid 
on soon. It is anticipated that the bridge 

will be repaired sometime in 2023.
• OHV’s up to 62 inches wide 

remain allowed to go over the bridge.
• Foot, bike and horse travel are 

also allowed.
•  Dur ing  win ter  months , 

snowmobiles will be allowed to 
cross the bridge. 

Forest Service Road 600 to 
Wheeler Geologic Area – Divide 
Ranger District

FSR 600 was closed on August 1 
due to extremely wet and unstable 
conditions that were causing 
significant resource damage and 
multiple vehicles getting stuck. 
Abundant rains have channeled water 
along the roadbed creating numerous 
deep ruts, washouts and hidden voids 
below the road surface that can be 
very dangerous. Especially in the 
upper four miles. 

Once the monsoonal rains subside 
and the road is allowed to dry for 
10 days, crews will attempt to 
conduct some temporary patches 
to allow safe and non-resource-
damaging motorized travel. This 
unique road maintenance challenge 
is compounded by the designated La 
Garita Wilderness Area being directly 
adjacent to the road. 

Long-term options for the road are 
being developed and considered.

Road to Hunter Lake – Divide 
Ranger District

FSR 430 was closed in early 
Summer of 2019 due to a significant 
washout during a high run-off year. 
The cost to correctly repair the road 
far exceeded RGNF maintenance 
capacity so special funds were 
requested from the Emergency 
Relief for Federally Owned Roads 
Program. The long process was 
finally approved, and a contract was 
awarded in late 2021 for a long-term 
repair of the washout. The contractor 
has been working on the project for 
the past month and is nearly finished, 
despite the persistent rains causing 
several setbacks. Once the contractor 
completes their work, the RGNF road 
crew will maintain the road surface 
past Hunter Lake to Trout Creek, 
including tree clearing. Estimated 
re-opening is early September.

Hunting Season Is Starting
Hunting seasons begin with archery 

this week (Sept. 2) and will continue 
throughout the fall. We want to 
encourage all visitors to the Forest to 
use a little extra caution during your 
visit. Wearing something with bright 
orange is always a good idea when 
hiking in the fall. Hunters can easily 
identify you.

Willett to run for SLV district 
attorney in November

Courtesy photo

 Robert Willett

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA – Robert Willett has announced his 
candidacy for the office of district attorney for the San 
Luis Valley. The former district attorney will be on the 
ballot in November, two years after vacating the position 
when unseated by challenger Alonzo Payne in the 2020 
Democratic primary held at the height of the pandemic. 

The announcement was made official on Friday, but over 
those two years that have passed, Willett has never truly 
wavered in his intention to return. Even before he left office, 
he privately expressed to the Valley Courier his plan to run 
for district attorney in 2024, inspired in part by concern 
that his successor would be unprepared for working in the 
office that was heavy on workload and light on resources. 

But, more than that, Willett was committed to the job of 
public safety in the valley. It was all he wanted to do. And, 
having spent the better part of the seven years from 2013 
to 2020 moving up from deputy to senior deputy district 
attorney to, ultimately, district attorney, Willett said he felt 
this was where he was supposed to be. 

This is not the first time he has made public his 
aspiration. When it became apparent that the city 
was spearheading a campaign to recall the former 
district attorney, Willett geared up to run for the office, 
assembling a team for his campaign and meeting with 
local political leaders.

But no sooner had the Alamosa City Council voted to 
commit to the recall when Willett was blindsided by a 
felony charge of embezzlement, allegedly related to an 
event back in 2019 and filed by his former opponent via a 
felony summons that skirted a judge’s approval and went 
straight to court.

On Aug. 25 – a week before his announcement – Willett 
learned that the special prosecutor planned to dismiss the case 
with prejudice, putting the charges (of which Willett maintained 
innocence from day one) finally and officially to rest.

With the case closed, Willett is now free to discuss what 
happened, something “voters have the right to know”. 

“Before I left office, I gave Christmas bonuses to the staff 
and a $1,500 bonus to myself,” Willett said. “It was done 
every year by the DA who hired me and the DA before her. 
By state statute, a DA is supposed to make $130,000 a year. 

“Alonzo filed embezzlement charges, saying that fifteen 
hundred dollars was illegal. But my W-2 showed I earned 
$126,000 – less than what I was supposed to earn, by statute. 
I was factually innocent. The evidence bore that out. But 
the case was assigned to a special prosecutor and another 
one after that, and no DA is going to just dismiss a case 
filed by another DA without investigating it. 

“Those investigations 
take time.”

When Willett learned of 
the pending dismissal, his 
reaction was different than 
expected. 

“I’d been going different 
ways with this,” he said. 

When Governor Jared 
Polis put out a call for 
applications, Willett applied 
but only received a form letter 
in return and nothing else. 

“I still had that charge hanging over my head, so when 
I didn’t hear anything, I was resolving to just accept it and 
move on,” he said. 

The plan was to return to his position as deputy district 
attorney for the 4th Judicial District where he had been 
prosecuting cases since leaving office in the San Luis Valley. 

Then, last Sunday, he and his wife did something they 
hadn’t done in a while. They went to church.

“This is probably going to sound a little weird and I’m 
not trying to get all … religious … here, but the sermon that 
day was about how trials make a person stronger,” he said. 
“That resonated with me. When I got home, I saw I missed 
a phone call from area code 303. It was Morgan Carroll. 

“She said they wanted me to run. That call was … 
fortuitous.”

Morgan Carroll is Chairwoman of the Colorado 
Democratic Party.

In the days since, Willett has been contacted the team 
he assembled to run against Payne in the recall election as 
well as a few prosecutors he knows to see if – providing 
he is successful in November – they would be interested 
in joining his staff.

On Thursday, the door to the last two years was 
permanently closed when the case against him was 
dismissed. Ironically, it happened in the same courtroom 
where, less than a few hours before, the newly appointed 
district attorney, Anne Kelly, was sworn in.

That doesn’t appear to phase Bob Willett in the least. 
“I’m not looking back,” he said. “I’m looking forward.” 
His focus is firmly fixed on returning to the San Luis 

Valley as district attorney, a place that, in his words, he 
never truly left.

Willett will oppose Kelly on the November ballot. Kelly 
told the Valley Courier she intends to run on the ballot as 
a Republican.

The election is Nov. 8.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT(S):

You are hereby summoned and required to appear and defend against the claims of the com-
plaint filed with the court in this action, by filing with the clerk of this court an answer or 
other response. You are required to file your answer or other response within 30 days after 
the service of this summons upon you.  Service of this summons shall be complete on the day 
of the last publication.  A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.
If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in writing within   30  days 
after the date of the last publication, judgment by default may be rendered against you by 
the court for the relief demanded in the complaint without further notice.
This is an action: COMPLAINT TO QUIET TITLE PURSUANT TO RULE 105
LOTS 18 AND 19, BLOCK 24, SIMS AND BENJAMINS SUBDIVISION, TOWN OF 
CENTER, COUNTY OF SAGUACHE, STATE OF COLORADO
Dated: August 15, 2022    
Published in the   Center Post-Dispatch  
First Publication:  August 25, 2022  
Last Publication: September 22, 2022   

Michael H. Trujillo  
Michael H. Trujillo, P.C. #5946

(This summons is issued pursuant to Rule 4(g), Colorado Rules of Civil Procedure. This 
form should not be used where personal service is desired.)
(TO THE CLERK:  When this summons is issued by the clerk of the court, the signature 
block for the clerk or deputy should be provided by stamp, or typewriter, in the space to the 
left of the attorney’s name.)
*Rule 12(a), C.R.C.P., allows 30 days for answer or response where service of process is 
by publication. However, under various statutes, a different response time is set forth; e.g., 
§38-6-104, C.R.S. (eminent domain); §38-36-121, C.R.S. (Torrens registration).
No. 1645 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 25 and September 1, 8, 15 
and 22, 2022.

Cheyenne Goins

Goins case proceeds to district court
According to court documents 

obtained from the Alamosa County 
Clerk of the Court, Elisa Salas, 29, and 
Sasha Chacon, 32, were charged with 
suspicions of tampering with a deceased 
human body (class-3 felony), tampering 
with physical evidence (class-6 felony), 
abuse of a corpse (class six felony) and 
accessory to a crime (class-4 felony). 

Previous charges of first-degree 
murder and aggravated robbery were 
dismissed by the office of the district 
attorney. 

The preliminary hearings for both de-
fendants were set for 10 a.m. on Monday 
morning with evidence presented first 
in the case of Salas, which was initially 
investigated by the Alamosa Police 
Department. Once it was determined 
that the crime took place within county 
jurisdiction, Alamosa County Sheriff’s 
Office took over the investigation with 

assistance from the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation. 

According to court documents, 
six separate victim statements were 
presented to the court during the 
preliminary hearing, including a letter 
from Goins’ mother and a letter from 
her grandmother, who, along with 
Cheyenne’s grandfather, is the primary 
caretaker for Goins’ son. 

Chacon waived her right to a pre-
liminary hearing. 

At the conclusion of the preliminary, 
Walzl ruled there was sufficient evi-
dence to proceed and bound all four 
counts over to district court. 

Bond was subsequently set for Salas 
at $100,000 while bond for Chacon 
was set at $75,000. Both women were 
prohibited from contact with the vic-
tim’s family. 

The defendants were scheduled for 

their first appearance in district court 
on Sept. 20.

According to the probable-cause 
document, also obtained from the Ala-
mosa County Clerk’s office, Goins was 
last seen in the early morning hours of 
Aug. 8, 2021, at Bank Shots Bar, located 
on Eighth Street in Alamosa.  

On Aug. 12, 2021, she was reported 
missing to the Alamosa Police Depart-
ment (APD) by her grandparents, 
Jonathan and Mary Sandoval. The 
Sandovals told APD that it was the 

longest period they had gone without 
contact from their granddaughter.  

An intensive search was immedi-
ately initiated along with investigators 
interviewing those who might have 
knowledge of Goins’ whereabouts. 

Goins’ body was discovered on 
Aug. 25 in a hidden grave near 
Mount Blanca. The El Paso County 
Coroner ruled her death a homicide 
as a result of multiple stab wounds, 
excessive loss of blood and a col-
lapsed lung.

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — A preliminary hear-
ing was held 
on Monday, 
Aug. 29, for 
two defen-
dants charged 
in connection 
with the mur-
der of Chey-
enne Goins, 
resulting in 
the case being 
bound over 
by Alamosa 

County Judge Daniel Walzl to district 
court where, at this point, the case is 
on track to go to trial.

At the time of her death, Goins 
was 21 years old and, as stated in an 
investigator’s report, the mother of a 
“toddler son.”

RGNF provides updates on projects
By gregg goodland

Rio Grande National Forest
MONTE VISTA — The Rio 

Grande National Forest announced 
Thursday, Sept. 1, updates on several 
projects and high-interest issues 
located in all three Ranger Districts. 
Some issues in the forest have garnered 
significant community interest and the 
need to provide accurate information 
on these matters is high.

“The status of these issues 
and projects is important to our 
communities,” said Andy Kelher, 
deputy forest supervisor for the Rio 
Grande National Forest. “Our goal is 
to provide up-to-date information that 
could help with planning, including 
on those projects that may not have 
significant changes to their status. We 
want our neighbors and visitors to be 
informed.” 

The following projects are the ones 
of highest interest to communities 
and visitors alike. The updates are 
accurate at the time of publishing. It 
is likely that changes will soon occur 
on some projects while others may 
have little reportable progress for 
several months. 

Forest Service Road 250 Horca 
to Stunner Pass – Conejos Peak 
Ranger District

The popular 250 road experienced 
extensive deterioration along this 
stretch due to the abundant rain and 
increased traffic this year. In mid-
August, RGNF road crews were 
able to blade the 8-mile section 
from Horca to the Upper South 
Fork Trailhead. Beginning early 
September, a contractor will be 
maintaining the entire section from 
Hwy 17 up to Stunner Pass. Slight 
delays may occur while the contractor 

is working over the course of a month.

Continental Reservoir Bridge – 
Divide Ranger District

After a 2021 bridge inspection 
reported a critical finding, the 
access to the bridge was restricted to 
vehicles under thee tons. During the 
spring 2022 inspection, the bridge 
abutments were determined to have 
shifted further, rendering the entire 
bridge unsafe to the lighter passenger 
vehicles, so the bridge was closed 
to most motorized traffic on June 
28. Additional movement of the 
abutments has been determined and 
is continuing to be monitored.

A repair contract was solicited on 
June 15, before the bridge closure 
occurred, but the cost of bids received 
exceeded the RGNF estimates for the 
repair. A new, revised contact has been 
developed and will be available to bid 
on soon. It is anticipated that the bridge 
will be repaired sometime in 2023.

• OHV’s up to 62 inches wide 
remain allowed to go over the bridge.

• Foot, bike and horse travel are 
also allowed.

•  Dur ing  win ter  months , 
snowmobiles will be allowed to 
cross the bridge. 

Forest Service Road 600 to 
Wheeler Geologic Area – Divide 
Ranger District

FSR 600 was closed on August 1 
due to extremely wet and unstable 
conditions that were causing 
significant resource damage and 
multiple vehicles getting stuck. 
Abundant rains have channeled water 
along the roadbed creating numerous 
deep ruts, washouts and hidden voids 
below the road surface that can be very 
dangerous. Especially in the upper 
four miles. 

Once the monsoonal rains subside 
and the road is allowed to dry for 
10 days, crews will attempt to 
conduct some temporary patches 
to allow safe and non-resource-
damaging motorized travel. This 
unique road maintenance challenge 
is compounded by the designated La 
Garita Wilderness Area being directly 
adjacent to the road. 

Long-term options for the road are 
being developed and considered.

Road to Hunter Lake – Divide 
Ranger District

FSR 430 was closed in early 
Summer of 2019 due to a significant 
washout during a high run-off year. 
The cost to correctly repair the road 
far exceeded RGNF maintenance 
capacity so special funds were 
requested from the Emergency 
Relief for Federally Owned Roads 
Program. The long process was 
finally approved, and a contract was 
awarded in late 2021 for a long-term 
repair of the washout. The contractor 
has been working on the project for 
the past month and is nearly finished, 
despite the persistent rains causing 
several setbacks. Once the contractor 
completes their work, the RGNF road 
crew will maintain the road surface 
past Hunter Lake to Trout Creek, 
including tree clearing. Estimated 
re-opening is early September.

Hunting Season Is Starting
Hunting seasons begin with archery 

this week (Sept. 2) and will continue 
throughout the fall. We want to 
encourage all visitors to the Forest to 
use a little extra caution during your 
visit. Wearing something with bright 
orange is always a good idea when 
hiking in the fall. Hunters can easily 
identify you.



San Luis Valley
Scoreboard 2022 -2023

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

FOOTBALL
Walsh  54 ............... Mountain Valley  8
Springfield  20 ....................Sargent  6
Eads  52 ...................Sierra Grande  12
Monte Vista  64 ......................................
.................. Colo. Springs Christian  33
Florence  29 ........................Centauri  7
Center  55 .............................. Olathe  0
Del Norte  44 ................ Rocky Ford  18
Alamosa  21 ....................... Gunnison  7
Sanford  32 ........................... Swink  14
Kiowa  48 .............Sangre de Cristo  12

“This crowd is a lot like cruise ship 
crowds.” Hackbarth performs on ships 
through the winter and recognized a 
discriminating group.

With weekend passes running $250 
apiece, the fans showed they will pay 
top dollar for music. Considering 
travel costs, food on-site or cooked in 
camp, and other expenses, the holiday 
adventure in the northern San Luis 
Valley came with a price.

The headliners and other performers 
command a respectable ticket price on 
their own, but Bentley’s event crew 
produced an infrastructure that could 
rival small towns and stadium concert 
venues across the country.

The showers and personal toilets 
were spacious and clean. Toilets 
flushed, and hand washing stations 
were stocked with paper and soap. 
Crews in trucks circulated constantly 
through the campgrounds to clear 
away mounds of trash bags. On 
Saturday, two of the eight enormous 
bins brimmed, and the huge recycling 
container was filling up as well. Car 
traffic from day visitors and campers 
kicked up dust, mitigated by a roving 
water truck. Water stations positioned 
throughout the venue delivered plenty 
of hydration.

Food vendors and other booths ringed 
the open space between stages. Fans 
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Photo by Patrick Shea

Only a drone camera could capture the magnitude of the crowd camping 
in tents, RVs, and luxury yurts at the Seven Peaks Music Festival.

who positioned their chairs far from the 
main stage had screens to watch on both 
sides of the performers. Footage from 
multiple camera operators captured 
views on-stage and into the crowd. 
Behind the fans in lawn chairs, the 
Whiskey Row stage filled with dozens 
of other fans, but the music from both 
stages didn’t crash together.

While performers and DJs kept the 
music going nonstop, circus performers 
from Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
Salida conducted demonstrations and 
provided instruction in an area next 
to the Kids Music Camp tent where 
children and adults had a chance to 

play acoustic instruments and learn 
from musicians.

When the party was over, crews 
started a deep-clean of the site. The 
permitted leach field designed to 
accommodate the septic from the 
weekend will take nearly nine months 
to drain away underground. The 
community response and interagency 
debrief meeting are also still in progress. 
On Sept. 15, event Incident Commander 
and Saguache County Sheriff Dan 
Warwick will meet with Colorado State 
Patrol, firefighters, and other active 
participants for a thorough review of 
the weekend.

MUSIC Continued from Page 1A

The Sheriff said they didn’t have 
any trespassing in Villa Grove, “and 
I think the businesses received added 
business from the event. That’s always 
a good sight.”

In addition to making two arrests, 
Warwick noted one odd issue. “We 
had a guy come in with a weapon and 
blew through the security stop point. 
But there was enough of a response 
that he turned around and ran right 
away. He left the scene very quickly. 
Security teams and law enforcement 
went in that direction. Within minutes, 
the guy went back through the security 
gate and was flying down the highway 
as quick as he could go.”

Warwick continued, “We had an 
evacuation that same day because 
of weather. We had a little crash that 
same day. So, we were put to the test.”

The crash on Friday night sent three 
people to the hospital. A 27-year-old 
Denver man rolled his Utility Terrain 
Vehicle (UTV) several times and was 
ejected along with his three passengers. 
Event and county medical crews 
responded quickly and transported 
them to San Luis Valley Regional 
Medical Center in Alamosa and The 
Heart of The Rockies in Salida to treat 
minor and serious injuries.

As Jail Commander Ken Wilson 
noted, “We have these kinds of crashes 

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1A

every Labor Day Weekend. This one 
happened to be at the festival.”

From the community perspective, 
business owner Kelly Marshall printed 
debrief sheets for residents to fill out. 
Marshall runs Kelly’s Barber Shop 
in Villa Grove and spearheaded an 
information gathering meeting with 
officials and residents a month before 
the festival.

Piled at the post office and delivered 
around Villa Grove, Marshall’s one-
page survey requested compliments, 
concerns, and incidents. Like the 
meeting Sheriff Warwick scheduled 
for Sept. 15 with Colorado State 
Patrol, firefighters, and other active 
participants, Marshall’s information 
gathering will accommodate a deep 
debrief and guidance for future events.

At the close of Warwick’s report, 
commissioner Tom McCracken 
thanked the Sheriff for his help with 
the Marijuana Enforcement Division 
(MED) raid at the KV Estates last 
week.

Before Warwick and other 
department heads gave their reports, 
a group of citizens from Crestone 
spoke against a cell tower erection 
during the public comment period. 
Commissioners welcomed more 
input and urged residents to send 
information in advance of a special 

meeting to address issues prior to the 
regular board meeting on Sept. 20 
when the Land Use application will 
come up again for discussion and 
approval or denial.

During the extensive exchange live 
and via ZOOM, County Attorney 
Brad Crowell asked to make a 
statement at the end of the discussion. 
Commissioner Chairperson Lynne 
Thompson gave people time to speak 
with the understanding of an isolation 
discussion during another meeting 
next week with the residents.

“Here’s government at work,” 
Crowell explained at the end of the 
public comment period. “What can 
we do to try to find a compromise 
and do what’s best with our heart in 
the right place to be educated so the 
board can make the best decision? I 
hope the conversation can shift toward 
that because we’ve got to live together. 
Or, we can continue to rattle the sabers 
and threaten the board that everyone 
is going to get sued. I’m getting that 
from both sides.”

County Administrator Wendi Maes 
worked with the board to gather 
information for commissioners and 
schedule another meeting with 
Crestone-area residents before they 
vote on the Conditional Use application 
on Sept. 20.

Photos by Patrick Shea

Between the main stage and the Whiskey Row stage, circus performers 
from Tennessee, Kentucky, and Salida demonstrated skills and taught 
visitors basic moves, much like the Kids Music Camp in the tent next door.

In the heat of the afternoon on Saturday during the Seven Peaks Music 
Festival outside Villa Grove, Travis Denning rocked his own songs and 
played a tribute to the Allman Brothers.

Without skipping 
a beat, performers 
and DJs kept the 
music alive between 
acts on the main 
stage and the 
smaller Whiskey 
Row stage during 
the Seven Peaks 
Music Festival.
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Headwaters Music Festival ends in white

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Audiences at the Headwaters Music Festival in Creede this past weekend showed up in style to enjoy local and 
visiting talent from across the US. Tents were set up throughout the baseball field south of town.

By lyndsie ferrell

CREEDE — The weekend was 
just about perfect for the 6th Annual 
Headwaters Music Festival in Creede 
with bright blue skies on Saturday 
and a cool Sunday morning that 
greeted visitors along with musical 
talent that brought people to their 
feet to dance.

Hargraves Field just south of town 
was packed full of festivalgoers as 
early as 9 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 
27, and the first band to hit the stage 
was the 4th Infantry Division from 
Colorado Springs. It took organizers 
three years to bring this ensemble to 
the Headwaters stage.

The attending crowd danced and 

cheered as the musical talents kicked 
off the only music festival in Creede 
and set the stage for the coming two 
days full of talent.

“I will always say that we really 
are the music capital of Colorado. 
Between the low population and 
the high number of local musicians 
we have here in Creede, I would 
defend that title to anyone,” 
laughed Headwaters Music Festival 
Coordinator Bob Holt. “We have 
something special that happens only 
here in Creede.”

As the day wore on and the crowd 
grew, the musical talent kept on 
coming. The weather was in perfect 

Please see MUSIC on Page 6

Del Norte adds new 
playground to Athletic Fields

Courtesy photo 

Volunteers gathered at the Del Norte Athletic Fields this past week to build a new playground thanks to grant 
funding from KABOOM! The new playground is expected to be ready for children by Wednesday, Aug. 31.

By lyndsie ferrell

DEL NORTE — A group of 
volunteers came out, rain or shine, the 
past week in Del Norte and through 

their combined efforts and hard work, 
completed the construction of a new 
playground in the Del Norte Athletic 
Fields.

Though adverse weather throughout 
the last part of the week made for 
some excellent mud and not-so-perfect 
working conditions, it did not slow 
the progress of the volunteers that 
had set out to finish the project by the 
weekend’s end.

According to a statement from 
project volunteer Karie Lichtenfeld, 
there were so many people to thank, and 
the entire project showed how much 
Del Norte wants to see the Athletic 
Fields thrive in the community.

Lichtenfeld wrote, “We have a new 
playground Del Norte! It will be ready 
to play on officially Wednesday, the 
concrete needs to set before we play. 
When the fence comes down it’s ready!

“What a team we had! Rio Grande 

County and Gene Glover for being a 
part of making this happen. Gene was 
there mixing concrete, moving dirt and 
wood chips along with his sweet wife 
Sue. Seeing the County Land come to 
life is so awesome!

“The Town of Del Norte and the 
group was amazing! They worked so 
hard getting the space ready to put our 
playground on. They supplied tools 
and machinery as well. We had Del 
Norte works, Town Staff and Town 
board members shoveling, building 
and so much more. This was a big 
group it would not have been done in 
time without them.

“A huge thanks goes out to the 
High Valley Community Center for 
bringing the food. It was amazing 
every day!! They gave us fuel to get 
through our day. They also volunteered 
to help do all the tasks to complete this 

Please see FIELDS on Page 12

Crestone Energy 
Fair mixes expertise 

and energy

Photo by Patrick Shea

Seeking donations and providing entertainment, models strutted in 
front of the Elephant Cloud Market during the Crestone Freebox 
Fashion Show at the Crestone Energy Fair on Aug. 28.

By Patrick shea

CRESTONE  — The 33rd 
Annual Crestone Energy Fair 
spread across town Aug. 27-28 
with multiple performers, pre-
sentations, and demonstrations 
for home-building and personal 
energy management. From solar 
power to food vendors, energy and 
education fed minds and bodies all 
weekend.

Three stages scattered blocks 
apart showcased music and pre-
sentations. The Regenerative 
Stage in the heart of town park 
featured musical acts, the Shumei 
Hikari Taiko drummers, panels on 
wellness, natural building, local 
food, and water and sanitation. The 
Cloud Stage outside the Elephant 

Cloud Market featured music and 
the Freebox Fashion Show.

Ringing the Wellness Village 
at Creekside Park, vendors per-
formed massage and other healing 
while demonstrators explained 
Earthship building, led yoga ses-
sions, taught karate, and per-
formed belly dances. A couple 
dozen instructors and students 
from Enshin-Karate paired up 
adults and children to learn con-
trolled movements and techniques.

Home tours in Crestone and 
Baca Grande gave attendees a 
glimpse of buildings under con-
struction and finished homes built 
with alternative forms of energy 
and construction. Throughout the 

Please see FAIR on Page 3
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719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

LENCO
GRIMME
SPUDNIK
NEW HOUSE
Greentronics
Agparts
Black Ace
Broekema
Kryptane
Noffsinger
Lemken
Hydraulic Systems

LENCO WEST, Inc.

121 N. Broadway

Monte Vista, CO 81144

(719) 852-0299

* Committed to Quality & Service

Justin Pepper - President
(719) 850-0126 Cell

PEPPER EQUIPMENT CORP.
Full Lines of Produce Packaging Equipment,

Custom Equipment Sales, Installation, Service

719.852.4092 • pepperequipmentco.com 

0931 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista

We provide the highest 
quality equipment for the 

produce industry, giving our 
customers an excellent value 
in return for their investment.

1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista

852-0353
Don Wenta, Owner

All lines of CIPC, DMN, EC, Biox and Sanitizers

Consultants and QS’s (State Certified in Stored Commodities)

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Wenta Nip &
Sanitizing, llc

Ask About 
How We Can 
Meet All of 
Your Fall 

Fertilizer and 
Application 

Needs!
852-3921

2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. 
Monte Vista

harvest

2485 East Rd. 4 North • Monte Vista
719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling & Brett Hemmerling

Buying Feed Barley, 
Wheat and Oats

Winter Triticale, Wheat & Rye Seed
Best Twine Prices in the Valley!

WATER…
It’s the Life Blood of Our Valley

With our current decline in the water supply, it is 
everyone’s responsibility to conserve & use it wisely!

Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District

589-6301
8805 Independence Way • Alamosa

WWW.USTRACTOR.COM

701 West Avenue
Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-4962

3025 West Victory Way
Craig, CO 81625
(970) 824- 6163

1984 HWY 6 & 50
Fruita CO 81521
(970) 241-5566

1345 North Hwy 285
Monte Vista, CO 811 44

(719) 852-5928

4766 N Townsend Ave
Montrose, CO 81401

(970) 249-4990
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Alfalfa waits to be baled in a field south of Monte Vista.

Harvest seasons vary depending 
on the crop that was planted, but 
late summer and fall are busy times 
of year for farmers. And since the 
pandemic began, farmers have been 
working overtime to ensure that their 
goods make it to market on time. 

The agricultural sector is affected 
by a number of variables, including 
the weather and pests. The pandem-
ic is yet another of those variables, 
and consumers may want to know 
how the many factors that affect the 
agricultural sector could affect what 
is and isn’t in the grocery store in the 
months to come.

Wheat products
A variety of factors have affected 

the availability of wheat-based prod-
ucts. Earlier this year, exceptional 
drought levels in the midwest — 
areas with high production of wheat 
products — coupled with concern 
about spring rainfall amounts being 
enough for summer crops to thrive 
may continue to adversely affect 
the availability of breads, pastas and 
other items made from wheat. 

Things are not looking better re-
garding imported wheat. The ongo-
ing war between Russia and Ukraine, 
where wheat crops are grown in 
abundance, is impacting the global 
wheat market. Russia, the United 
States, Canada, France, and Ukraine 
were the world’s top wheat exporters 
in 2020, according to Statista. The 
United Nations reported that 30 to 
40 percent of the fall 2022 harvest 
in Ukraine is at risk, as farmers have 
been unable to plant crops. This 
could result in a potential loss of 19 
to 34 million tons of exported wheat 
this year.

Grass seed
The abundance of spring rain in the 

Pacific Northwest, as well as areas of 
Minnesota and Canada, contributed 
to an expected above-average crop 
of grass seed. However, the upper 
midwest crop was forecasted to be a 
week to two weeks late due to cooler 
than average temperatures.

Despite an abundance, the Oregon 
Grass Seed Bargaining Association 

Crop yields remain 
volatile this year

expected that growers will ask for 
higher prices on seed throughout 
2022 for perennial ryegrass and tall 
fescue due to greater input costs and 
land rent increases, among other 
factors.

Corn products
Later planting dates of corn across 

the United States corn belt has led 
to stalled development of the crop 
in 2022. The University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln’s Crop Watch anticipated 
near-average levels of corn on irrigat-
ed fields. Across rainfed locations, 
predictions are more uncertain due to 
weather throughout July and August 
(which had yet to be documented 
at press time). While most sites 
are expected to see near-average 
corn crops, a high probability of 
below-average yield may occur in 
Iowa, southwest Nebraska and south-
ern Kansas. Above-average yield 
may occur in northwest Missouri and 
south-central Illinois. Despite more 
normalized yields, operating costs 
have climbed, including the costs 
of nitrogen fertilizer used in corn 
production, so store prices of corn, 
corn oil and other corn products may 
remain high.

The agricultural sector continues to 
make strides to provide products peo-
ple need. However, various factors 
have affected the cost and availability 
of a number of products. 

Courtesy photo



Wednesday, September 7, 2022 — SLV Lifestyles — Page 3

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“Great pizza and really 
nice staff. Highly 

recommend. So glad 
this business has been 

successful in South Fork.”
~ Dave Scott {

970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 9/30/2022.

Energy Fair, demonstrators showed 
how to pound tires, create a miniature 
Earthship, and compare the insula-
tion and construction properties of 
Earthships, AirCrete, PaperCrete, 
HempCrete, and straw bales.

New at the Energy Fair this year, 
the Rock n Block Yard showcased 
Compressed Earth Blocks under 
development in Moffat. When Ken 
Skoglund kicked off production 
at the Rock n Block Yard, he de-
termined the right screen size and 
Portland cement mix. Each block is 
3.5 X 10 X 14 inches, stacked using 
standard masonry techniques. The 
Rock n Block Yard equipment me-
chanically presses the earthen blend 
at approximately 2,000 Pounds per 
Square Inch, more than twice the PSI 
of adobe brick construction.

With a crew inspecting each block 
and managing the assembly line, 
the compression machines crank 
out about seven blocks per minute 
(roughly 420 per hour). Paddles 

churn in the mixer. Made from dry 
inorganic subsoil, clay, sand, and 
aggregates, most of the material 
comes from the Skoglund Pit north 
of Crestone. The blocks are fireproof 
and also protect against wind, insects, 
rodents, and mold. Energy-efficient 
with a high thermal mass, they also 
block sound and more.

Giving money or in-kind trade, 
sponsors support free admission to 
the annual Energy Fair. One of eight 
sponsors at the Cultivator Level this 
year, Skoglund Excavating donated 
$250, and Skoglund ran the Rock 
n Block Yard booth with Johnny 
Kunkler. At the Harvester Level, 
Valley Roots Food Hub, the Crestone 
Eagle, the Saguache County Tourism 
Council, Beyond Organica, Crestone 
Mercantile, KTAOS radio, T-Road 
Brewing Company, and Spore do-
nated $500.

Sponsors at the Community 
Builder level gave $1,000 apiece 
— CoyleSolar, Elephant Cloud Mar-

ket, Shakti Sharanam, Darlene Yar-
brough Real Estate, Oppenheimer 
Ranch Project, San Luis Valley 
Seed Exchange, RainbowLighning, 
and TerraMedia. The Town of Cre-
stone pitched in $2,500. Valued at 
$5,000, Visionary Sponsors this 
year included Saguache County, 
Mountainside Realty, ScSeed, and 
The Off Grid Guru.

Photo by Patrick Shea

Instructors and students from Enshin-Karate taught techniques at the Wellness Village in Creekside Park 
during the Crestone Energy Fair on Aug. 28.

FAIR Continued from Page 1

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — 
The Rio Grande County Clerk’s 
Office has announced new business 
hours. Beginning Aug. 22, the 
Clerk’s office will be open Monday 
through Thursday from 7 a.m. to 5 

p.m. It will be closed on Fridays. 
It is hoped that the extended hours 
will better serve the working 
public.

For more information, call 719-
657-3334.

Colorado Encyclopedia 
seeks public’s help

The Colorado Encyclopedia (CE) 
is producing a virtual tour about the 
history and legacy of La Sociedad 
Protección Mutua de Trabajadores 
Unidos (S.P.M.D.T.U.)’s Concilio 
Superior. 

With the help of S.P.M.D.T.U. 

members CE has found numerous 
archival images of La Sociedad. So 
far, however, they have been unable 
to find photographs of the following 
events that took place at the Concilio 
Superior: boxing matches, basketball 
games, roller skating, dances.

If you have any photographs of 
these events or posters advertising 
such events, or know where CE 
could find them, contact virtual tour 
creative director Erika O’Conor by 
email: erikaoconor@gmail.com or 
phone 310-425-2313.

Photos of San Antonio 
Feast Day sought

RG County Clerk’s Office 
has new business hours

The Colorado Encyclopedia is 
producing a virtual tour about the 
history of the Las Sauces/Las Sauses 
community and the San Antonio de 
Padua Church.

If you have photos of San Antonio 

Feast Day celebrations in Las Sauces 
or of people at the dance halls that 
used to exist in town, contact virtual 
tour creative director Erika O’Conor 
by email: erikaoconor@gmail.com or 
phone 310-425-2313.
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05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
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45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
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65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

05 Notices
Contractor wanted to remodel 
bathroom in Creede Haven. Call 
Steve or Cynthia Haynes 785-475-
8576 or 785-475-7416 or steve.
haynes@nwkansas.com. (9/21)

FOR SALE: Fresh Tomatoes, 
Place your order NOW! 1st Come 
1st serve. Call 719-851-0926. (9/21)

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
«ELK17» and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
Mineral County is currently 
accepting proposals for Design-
Build services to replace the 
HVAC Components in the Min-
eral County Medical Clinic and 
Ambulance Building.  The medi-
cal clinic houses three different 
provider practices and is approxi-
mately 6,660 sq ft, and the ambu-
lance facility provides parking for 
3 ambulances, some Search and 
Rescue vehicles, storage for both 
organization and training space for 
both organizations.  The buildings 
is currently heated using a forced 
air system fueled by Electric Ther-
mal Storage (ETS) Units placed in 
mechanical rooms in an attic space 
(main floor closet in the case of the 
ambulance facility) and cooled by 
air conditioning units that reside 
outside the building.  Proposals 
due EOB 10/31/22.  Full RFP and 
related attachments are available 

on the Mineral County website, 
mineralcountycolorado.com. (9/21)

Rio Grande County is seeking 
Dispatch/Detention Officers. 
High School Diploma or GED, or 
one to three months related experi-
ence and/or training or equivalent 
combination of education and 
experience. Must be 21 years of 
age, pass background investiga-
tion and 5-panel drug test, includ-
ing testing for marijuana. Inmate 
interaction required. $16.84-17.42 
per hour depending on associated 
experience and education. Pick up 
and submit applications to Human 
Resources 925 6th Street, Room 
200, Del Norte, CO 81132. Ap-
plications also available online at 
www.riograndecounty.org. Full 
County Benefits. (9/28)
Rio Grande County Sheriff’s 
Office is accepting applications 
for a Road Deputies. Must be 21 
years of age, pass a background 
check and drug test including 
marijuana screening, have good 
driving record, Colordo P.O.S.T. 
certification, and High School 
diploma or GED. Pick up/submit 
applications to Rio Grande County 
Human Resources, 925 6th Street, 
Room 200, Del Norte, CO 81132. 
Applications and job description 
also available online at www.rio-
grandecounty.org. $20.55-$21.28 
per hour depending on associated 
experience and education. Full 
County benefits.(9/28)
Rio Grande County Department 
of Social Services is accepting ap-
plications for a Child Protection 
Caseworker. Full time position 
with County benefits. Pre-em-
ployment drug screening, includ-
ing testing for marijuana, will be 

required. $21.99 -$22.78 DOE. 
Full job description and application 
available at www.riograndecounty.
org or at Human Resources, 925 6th 
Street, Room 200, Del Norte, CO 
81132. Until Filled (9/21)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15) All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. Adoption 

fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.
This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

Cremation Service: Cats. Dogs, Ferrets, Birds…
Payment is required at time 

the animal is dropped off.

Animal may be dropped off 
during business hours only.

Please allow 7 working 
days from drop off date for 

animal’s return.

Ashes not picked up after 60 
days will respectfully be spread 

over our Conour Garden.

It is important that all pet owners 
have their dogs & cats spayed or 
neutered to control the pet 
overpopulation 

and vaccinate 
to prevent 

the spread of 
disease.

Your Pets

RESCUE PETS
Have Big Personality
Hundreds of loving pets lose their homes 

every day through no fault of their 
own. Stop in & visit us today to meet 
the incredible dogs and cats looking 
for immediate adoption, and forever 

change the life of a pet in need.

Animal 
Weight

Semi-Private/
Group Fee

Private 
Fee Vessel Size needed

Small/
Pocket Pet $40.00  Mini - Small vessel needed

Cats $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needed

0 - 25 lbs. $80.00  Petite - Small vessel needes

26 - 50 lbs $140.00  Small-Medium Vessel needed

51 - 75 lbs. $175.00 $200.00 Medium-Large Vessel needed

76 - 100 lbs. $200.00 $275.00 Large Vessel needed

101 lbs. & up $300.00 Extra Large Vellel NeededAnimals over 101 lbs. 
are ineligible for Group fee

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page



Wednesday, September 7, 2022 — SLV Lifestyles — Page 5

Valley Wide Classifieds

estimated croP Water use

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Open Daily. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
Open Daily

9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The 
Holy Moses

A new shipment of 
enamelware has 

arrived. Surprise! 
Even some 

discontinued
items came.

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

Wolf Creek Ski Area is in need 
of an Accounting Assistant/Ac-
counting Clerk. Duties include 
clerical tasks, processing reports, 
recording transactions and typi-
cal Accounts Payable and Payroll 
duties. Experience with Microsoft 
Office products is required. Atten-
tion to detail and organizational 
skills are important. Those with 
bookkeeping, human resources, 
or administrative assistance 
experience are encouraged to 
apply. Compensation is hourly 
and negotiable based on skill set. 
Reliable transportation and ability 
to commute to/from Wolf Creek 
Ski Area throughout the Winter 
is required. Year-round position 
with longer hours during the ski 
season, and a shorter workweek 
in the off-season. Would report to 
Accounting Supervisor as well as 
CEO/President. Please email re-
sume to AP@WOLFCREEKSKI.
COM or call 970-264-5487. (9/28) 

Wolf Creek Ski Area is accepting 
applications for all departments: 
accounting (assistant), lifts, 
ski school, food and beverage, 
base operations, rental, retail, 
ticket office, ski patrol, vehicle 
maintenance, snow removal, 
snow reporting and a freelance 
photographer. To download an 
application and see job descrip-
tions please visit the employment 
page of WolfCreekSki.com. Send 
resumes and applications to wolf-
creekski@wolfcreekski.com or 
P.O. Box 2800, Pagosa Springs, 
CO 81147. All jobs are winter 
seasonal (November - April) with 
competitive wages. (9/29)

RG BANK is now accepting 
applications for the position of 
FULL TIME TELLER. The job 
is primarily in Monte Vista, but 
work in Alamosa is also required 
at times.  Interested parties can see 
more and download an application 
at: https://rgbank.bank/contact-
us/#employment (9/28)

The Upper Rio Grande School 
District is accepting applications 
for the position of Community 
Liaison.  Applicants need to have 
strong networking skills, be able 
to develop relationships with 
students, and partner with multiple 
agencies to support families in 
the school district.  Please send a 
cover letter and resume to Aaron 
Horrocks at ahorrocks@urtigers.
co or mail to 950 French Street, 
Del Norte CO 81332.  Please call 
(719) 657 - 4040 if you have any 
questions. (9/7) 

10 Apartments
1+Bedroom,3/4 Bath (Home 

or Office) Unit in 4-plex, in 
Del Norte, 1Person, NO PETS! 
$600.00/MO + Security Deposit. 
Inclusive of Water and Sewer. Call 
719-850-0750. (9-7) 

17 Real Estate For 

Sale
35.71 acres between Monte Vista 
and Alamosa on County Line 
Road, borders highway, good 
grass, easy access, power and 
ready to build on. Priced $109,000.  
Call Bruce at Steffens & Com-
pany Realty Inc 719-873-1700. 
(9/22)

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 
GPM well water, 25 Shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of 
good water rights out of Carnero 
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral 
calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. (9/22)            

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. (9/28) TFN  

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-
5047. $175.00, Delivery available. 
(12/28)TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
ELK HUNTER SPECIAL: 
12x17 Montana Canvas Wall 
Tent. (Used Twice). Frame, Tent 
Fly, Wood Stove, Heater, Portable 
Shower, Table. $1,600.970-739-
0975. 9/28)

FREE Pallets and Shelving 
Crates Bontragers Variety Store. 
Call 719- 852-0500 for more in-
formation. (9/14)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 

Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719)852-0500 (9/22)

S T E E L S TO R A G E  C O N -
TAINERS – Sales, Rentals & 
Modifications! Containers are 
water & rodent proof. 8’ wide, 
8’-53’ in length. Call for more 
information and pricing. Heald-
works, Inc. – Your Total Storage 
Solution! 719-850-0346 (9/22)

SOLAR PANELS! 335 Watt 
and Smaller, We Stock Invert-
ers, Charge Controllers, and 
Batteries in Brand Names of 
Outback, Magnum, Aims, Rolls, 
and More. Custom Cables and 
PV Wire. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 
719-852-0500. (9/22)

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
Tools for Sale: Coats Tire Ma-
chine and balancer, A-Frame 
Scaffolding, Senco Construction 
Air Gun, LG NEW Window Air 
Conditioner, Hand Router w/new 
bits. For information on more tools 

and pricing call 719-850-2027.
(8/31)

39 Sporting Goods 
WANTED: ELK VOUCHER in 
Creede Area unit wide. Call 830-
583-2952. (9/28)

48 Pets and Supplies
Registered Lab pups, UTD on 
vaccinations. $350. for black, 
$700. for Silver (yellow). Call 
719-588-3687. (9/21)

63 Trucks
1994 Dodge heavy 1/2 ton, 
200,000 miles. Runs good, has 
Elite Truck aluminum

tool box, like new, with assortment 
large box-end wrenches. $5,500. 
OBO by 9/20. 719-589-6159 
(9/21)

65 Professional 

Services
Let us give your car or truck 
a whole new look FOR LESS! 
We install Fender Flares, as well 
as Paint and Body work. We help 
with prioritizing your repairs to fit 

your budget! Call 719-937-3868. 
(9/07)

FIRE MITIGATION-Brush 
Mowing around homesteads and 
out buildings. Center, LaGarita 
Area. Call (715)699-3703 (9/28)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. 
Free Estimates 719-496-7630. 
(9/28)TFN

We haul gravel for yard work 
and, we do small cement & fence 
jobs. We also do light landscap-
ing. Call 719-850-2027 TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(9/28)TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. 11/01 TFN
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Nice area to 
build with 
beautiful 
views! 1+ 
acres in 
Alpine Vista. 
$31,500 
MLS#786764

Debbie Milne, Broker

719-850-9532(cell) • 719-852-0450

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

The historic Stoddart Ranch is a rare mountain property that hasn’t been offered 
for purchase in the last 48 years. It is a tract of fertile meadow land outlined by an 
upland bench. San Luis Creek flows through the lush fields of native grass for over 1.75 
miles. Spring Creek from the West and Decker Creek from the East flow through the 
property to confluence at San Luis Creek. The waterways have an abundant population 
of Brook Trout and are natural habitat and water source for many wildlife species. The 
rare Gunnison Sage Grouse along with bird species such as Mallard Ducks, Canadian 
Geese, Red Tailed Hawks are found here. Antelope, Elk, and wiley Coyote are frequent 
visitors. The mountain ranch located in the headwaters of Colorado’s San Luis Valley, is 20 minutes from the bustling 
town of Salida and the Arkansas River. The ranch has been owned and operated as a working cattle and hay ranch by 
the same family for the last 48 years. The first private ownership of this ranch was in 1876, the year that Colorado 
became a state. Decreed water rights were established in 1880. Diversions from spring Creek, Decker Creek, and 
San Luis Creek are established through water rights known as the Means #1 which is diverted from Alder Cr., Means 
#2, Richards #1 and Richard #2. The property is rich with history. Arrowheads, Spearheads and other Native Indian 
artifacts have been found over the years. A Sliver Spur from he Spanish Conquistadors was found in a prairie dog 
hole. Captain John Gunnison chronicles’ his journey in 1853 across these lands where he camped and even made note 
of Sage Grouse that would one day bear his name. There is convenient access to the property from Highway 285 and 
electric power is nearby. The majestic Collegiate Peaks can be viewed to the North and the beautiful Sangre De Cristo 
mountains range tower above the ranch to the east. $2,800,000 MLS#790744

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

123 Acre Greenhouse farm! South of 
Monte Vista 48’ billboard on gunbarrel 
You can build 9 homes on this property 
with 3 domestic water wells 10,000 sq. 
feet of greenhouse Solar Water well per-
fect water Underground water to green-
houses 3 pressure tank system 36’x40’ 
insulated drying building Bedroom, 
huge safe, Blaze King Ultra Stove 8’ 
Chain Link fence around 2 acres Under-
ground water run to perfect home build-
ing site inside fence Ready to build your 
dream home! $399,000 MLS#792476

Price
Reduced!

          Tracy Gosar, Broker/Owner

719-850-1815(cell) • 719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Charming remodeled home! 
With 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom; 
everything is new and updated 
from all flooring, paint, cabinets, 
and more. There is a fireplace, 
and a nice living area all open and 
spacious! It also has a new 2 car 
garage, and an older updated ga-
rage. this home is move in ready 
with a home warranty available! 
Live in town but feel like you are 
in the country! Call to view today! 
$329,000 MLS#793404

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

This 3 bedroom, 1 bathroom sin-
gle level home is located in town 
of Monte Vista, close to the Park 
and other amenities. The home is 
towards the back of the lot giving 
it great privacy and a nice sized 
front yard. It has a large living 
room with fireplace making it very 
cozy. It has an open concept from 
Kitchen to the living room, New 
flooring and other upgrades. In-
quire today. PRICE REDUCED 
- $155,000 MLS#794510

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450

810 First Ave. • Monte Vista
www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful fully fenced Horse property with 5.4 
Acres in the Country. This singe story home of-
fers 3 bed 1 bath with a nice sized living room, 
wonderful sunroom to enjoy your coffee in the 
morning or grow flowers and a nice deck to en-
joy your summer evenings. It also includes a 
wood Boiler that you would be able heat your 
house and shop with that just needs to be hooked 
up. The property has an insulated 40 by 60 shop 
with a wood burning stove. It also offers a horse 
barn on the side of the shop with stalls and sad-
dling area, a 10 by 20 shed for storage, a very large chicken coop, and a large fenced 
area for your livestock. Call today for more information. $370,000 MLS#796332

Klayton Gosar, Associate Broker

719-852-0450
810 First Ave. • Monte Vista

www.legendspremierproperties.com

Beautiful level building spot with 
fabulous views in all directions. 
Close to Rio Grande River nestled 
in the mountains. Located between 
South Fork and Creede in the Rio 
Grande Haciendas subdivision. 1.72 
acres for plenty of elbow room. Just 
minutes from World Class Skiing, 
Championship Golf and Fishing and 
Rafting on the Rio Grande River. A 
Trophy Hunter’s dream come true 
in Unit 76. $65,000 MLS#797216

Kazie Deacon, Associate Broker

719-850-2827

Nominate us for
Best of the Best!

form and though clouds threatened, 
the sun kept shining and the music 
kept playing.

“They say that music is the sound 
of emotions and I believe that. Our 
venue is always personal, everything 
from the enthusiasm that goes into 
planning it to picking the musical 
talent to how the bands interact with 
the crowds. I just don’t think you 
get that anywhere else,” continued 
Holt. “The ambiance of the festival 
Saturday and well into Sunday was 
full of excitement and everyone just 
expressed how happy they were to 
be out and enjoying the last days 
of summer. Security guards had an 
easy job all weekend with no stress 
or problems, and we just couldn’t 
have asked for better.”

Sunday ended with a show from 
Verlon Thompson and Shawn Camp 
who changed the stage to look like a 
comfortable sitting room and that is 
exactly what the two did. They sat 
down, the crowd moved closer to the 
stage, and they told stories, shared 
memories and played music.

Some people in the crowd let their 
emotions flow and cried as the day 
wore on into night and though an 
hour-long hail and snowstorm closed 
out the afternoon festival, those that 
stayed made the most of it by creating 
small snowmen.

“It wouldn’t be a music festival 
in the Colorado mountains without 
a little weather,” laughed Holt.

Holt gave huge thanks to all the 
volunteers and guests that made this 
year’s festival a success. Excitement 
was already building for the next year 
when the 4th Infantry Division may 
be back again with all the local and 
visiting talent.

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

The 4th Infantry Division kicked off the two-day festival. The weekend 
was packed with local and visiting talent. 

MUSIC Continued from Page 1
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Reserve space for a minimum of twelve (12) weeks for ...
............ $35 per week

............ $70 per week

............ $105  per week

............ $70  per week

3.4” wide x 2” tall

3.4” wide x 4” tall

3.4” wide x 6”

7” wide x 2” tall

Your Real Estate Listings could reach 
over 18,000 prospective buyers!

Get in on this Great Deal and see the results.

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Lot in great neighborhood with no HOA 
just a hop, skip and jump from the majestic 
South Fork River. This is the perfect place 
to build your dream home. Water, sewer, 

electricity and highspeed internet! Beautiful 
views and close to all the amenities the town 
of South Fork has to offer. Moments from the 

South Fork River as well as the mighty Rio 
Grande, World class fishing, hunting, hiking, snowmobiling, 4 wheeling and 
all things outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

Price can’t be beat! $29,900  MLS#796452
63 Rivercrest Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!
2,023 Sq. Ft. Mountain Oasis Home with Charm and Elegance in Lo Lomita 
at South Fork Ranches. This 3-bedroom 2 bath home with attached 675 Sq. 

Ft. 2 car garage is magical! Home is adjacent to BML Land & National Forest 
with amazing mountain views of Del Norte Peak, Beaver Mountain and Aqua 
Ramon from the front porch and additional large wrap around rear deck with 

concrete pad and hook up ready for your own personal hot tub. Open floor 
plan with kitchen, dining and living area beautifully hand troweled on walls 

with cathedral ceilings, wood floor, large bay windows, wood burning stove, propane rock fireplace, radiant 
floor heating and propane on demand water system. This home has three heat sources to keep you warm and 

comfortable all winter long. Master bedroom has large his & her master walk-in closets and patio door leading 
out to the back deck. Perfect place to enjoy your hot morning cup of coffee. The master bath has a beautiful large 
walk-in title shower and dual sinks. There are two additional nice size guest bedrooms for your company to stay 

and enjoy. The kitchen overlooks the living area with large eat in counter and plenty of counter space and lots 
of built-in cabinets. There is a butler pantry for extra storage that features a beautiful, frosted glass door. This is 
an outstanding property with abundant wildlife surrounded by national forest and BML land and close to the 

mighty Rio Grande River, Wolf Creek Ski area and the Rio Grande Golf Resort. There is numerous hiking, four 
wheeling, mountain biking trails in the area for you to have fun and explore! Don’t miss this opportunity! Start 

your adventure! call/text me and schedule your personal showing today. Price $669,500  MLS #796518

115 La Lomita Circle • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Beautiful 1,728 Sq. Ft. Mountain Home property, 3 beds, 2 baths with additional large lot. Welcoming 
entrance with closed in front porch. Beautiful Kitchen with matching appliances and custom-made 
cabinets with soft close draws that include spice rack and corner round with plenty of storage for all 

your cooking entertainment needs. Dining area just off the kitchen and living room area with propane 
stove and beautiful brick fireplace with wood burning stove in living area. Perfect place with beautiful 

views to curl up enjoy the fire and devour a good book. This home has three heat sources to keep 
you cozy and warm all winter long. Off back side of the kitchen is a bright sunroom currently being 
used for a wonderful craft room with large sliding door looking out to the back deck with stunning 

views of trees and mountains perfect for bird watching with the many varieties of birds that visit this area. Downstairs Mater/Guest bedroom 
with large closet and cozy picture window seat for bird watching. Wonderful place to just sit with your morning cup of coffee, relax and enjoy. 

Off the sunroom is door to large 2 car garage with huge work bench and cabinets for all your tools and woodworking needs. Upstairs you 
have an additional bath and two guest bedrooms with large windows where you feel as if you are sleeping amongst the beautiful pine trees. 
Off the Sunroom and out the back garage door awaits a wonderful deck to the back yard with a gas grill hooked up to propane for grilling 

and entertaining friends and family. Out back you will be charmed by the little fly shop with electricity and all its storage amenities with extra 
shelving. There’s an additional shed which is used and perfect for wood storage. This home is one you must see! Located in Ponderosa Country 
Estates with no HOA, paved roads and Town of South Fork water and sewer system. You will love visiting with the abundant wildlife that visits 
this neighborhood, moments from the Rio Grande River, Rio Grande Golf Club, Wolf Creek ski area and everything outdoors! Don’t let this 

one pass you by! Won’t last! Call me and schedule your personal showing today! $585,000  MLS #796641

484 Conifer Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135324 to 25678 for more info

12 Acres 
COMMERCIAL, South 

Fork
On Shoshone Trail, 4 miles 

E of town. Appropriate 
for commercial/light 

industrial
Multi-family or VRBO 
OK too. For more info 

Call Dee Plucinski 
MLS#770735   $550,000 

Owners Motivated!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 
- Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

27000 US 
Hwy 160

28 acres on the 
Rio Grande 
with water 
well, 1-acre 
pond and 
1/2 mile of 
riverfront. 

MLS#785117
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

181 Navajo Road
3 Bedroom 

2 Bath home 
with 900 sq 
ft sunroom. 

Spacious and 
modern, 1 car 

attached garage. 
1/2 acre close to 

town, VRBO OK. 
MLS#793276    

$400,000

PRICE REDUCED!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134134 to 25678 for more info

429 Lake Drive, 
South Fork

6 bedrooms, 5 
bathrooms, 4,632 
Square feet. Luxu-
ry log home with 

home theatre, 
gorgeous views. 

6.25 acres, Willow 
Park, South Fork. 

MLS# 795671  
$1,550,000

UNDER CONTRACT

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134434 to 25678 for more info

0 Old Homestead Road, 
Del Norte

48 acres bordering 
National Forest. Easy, 

year-round access, both 
Forest Service Road AND 

a county-maintained 
road to the lot line. Ride 
out and enjoy without 
trailering your ATV or 

snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222

Dee Plucinski
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719) 873-5605
dee@steffenscorealty.com

418 Loveland Road - 
South Fork

.90 acres in Upper 
Alpine. No covenants, 
Air B&B OK. Call Dee 

Plucinski 719-873-5605. 
MLS #796652  $38,000
Text 134123 to 25678 

for more info

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134108 to 25678 for more info

634 Arapahoe 
Road, South Fork
3 bedroom 2 bath 

home on 0.36 
acres. No cove-
nants, Air B&B/

VRBO OK. Great 
Views, incredibly 

well kept.
$349,000 

MLS #797774

Steffens & Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 • South Fork
dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH 

FORK NATIVE with a love for the 

upper end of the San Luis Valley.

3D Virtual Tours Prompt, Easy Communication

Text for Info technology Video Walkthroughs

Use your phone 
camera to scan!

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Central mail bureau
 4. Member of the family
 7. Partner to flow

10. __ Angeles

11. Military mailbox

12. Patriotic women

13. Shallow lake

15. Tear apart

16. Middle Easterner

19. Eat to excess

21. Stained

23. Certain peoples of 
equatorial Africa

24. 1st day of month

25. Skin disease

26. Skating figure

27. Annelids

30. Gracefully slender

34. Kids need it

35. Swiss river

36. Indents

41. A sheer fabric of silk or 
nylon

45. Belgian River

46. __ Spumante (Italian wine)

47. Originate from

50. Rugged mountain ranges

54. Made less clean

55. Professions

56. 3s

57. Scarf

59. Yellow light

60. Bird noise

61. Opposite of start

62. Bar bill

63. Northeastern Mass. cape

64. American rocker Snider

65. Midway between 
northeast and east

CLUES DOWN

 1. Scandinavian drink

 2. Washington river

 3. Fast-running flightless bird

 4. Nerve conditions

 5. Indicates near

 6. Immediate relevance

 7. Things you can eat

 8. Receptacles

 9. Retired Brewers great

13. Month

14. Happy New Year!

17. Exclamation to convey 
truth

18. Passports and licenses are 
two

20. Ebert’s partner Siskel

22. Long skirt

27. Part of company name

28. Drugmaker __ Lilly

29. Electronic 
countermeasures

31. Klutz

32. Chinese statesman

33. Stir with emotion

37. Flat-bottomed boat

38. Go-between

39. This (Spanish)

40. A plot of ground where 
seedlings are grown 
before transplanting

41. Small waterfall

42. Modern tech necessity 
(abbr.)

43. Utter repeatedly

44. One of the bravest

47. Sun up in New York

48. Space station

49. Chilean seaport

51. Hasidic spiritual leader

52. They __

53. Soviet Socialist Republic

58. Single unit

Photo by Diane Drekmann

Los Vecinos Baliadores is a local group that teaches traditional Spanish 
waltzes. The group performs at various events, including La Jara Glory 
Days on Aug. 20.

By diane drekmann

ANTONITO — Dan and Joyce 
Lopez are the founding members 
of Los Vecinos Baliadores, a dance 
group that performs and teaches 
traditional Spanish waltzes.

It all started with Joyce’s brother, 
Chuck. He was in a mariachi group 
at Adams State University. One of 
the members was the director of 
a traditional dance class in Taos, 
N.M. Chuck took the class, really 
liked it, and told his sister Joyce 
about it.

Dan and Joyce took the 20-week 
course and enjoyed it so much they 
decided to bring traditional dance 
to the San Luis Valley. The class in 
Taos was funded by a Healy STM 
Foundation grant with the original 
intent of getting children interested 
in traditional dances. The class was 
also offered to adults and was more 
popular with them.

Los Vecinos Baliadores started 
about five years ago. “Vecinos” 
translates to neighbors. People 
come from all over to be part of 
the group, from Antonito where 

Los Vecinos Baliadores keeps traditions alive
Dan and Joyce live, to Conejos, 
San Antonio, and Taos to learn “ 
the dances of the past.”

Dan explains the group “focuses 
on the slow Spanish waltzes that 
originated in Spain and was passed 
down from the Spanish people who 
settled in New Mexico. The waltzes 
were played at social gatherings 
like weddings or just a way to relax 
after a hard work week.” Local 
musicians brought their violins 
and guitars.

Joyce said, “We want to keep 
the tradition alive.” Through the 
years, neighbors and friends have 
become like family.

Los Vecinos Baliadores teaches 
traditional dance for free Monday 
nights from 6 to 7 p.m. in Antonito. 
The Dutch Mill Cafe and Bar on 
Main Street graciously donates 
space. Everyone is welcome.

As well as preserving traditional 
dance and music, Los Vecinos 
Baliadores feels it is important to 
wear traditional clothing.

Men wear black pants and 
vest. The ladies wear long skirts 

displaying their beautiful turquoise 
jewelry.

During World WarII, there were 
few men, and women danced 
together. Now, everyone dances 
with whomever they like. 

A seventh-grader dances with his 
grandma. Friends dance together. 

From high schoolers to seniors, 
everyone can enjoy the benefits of 
dancing. It is a fun activity and a great 
way to make new friends and keep 
tradition alive, the Lopezes said.

Los Vecinos Baliadores is 
keeping busy. They will make an 
appearance at the RUNTOWN USA 

event Sept. 3, in Antonito.
The group will perform Oct. 

1 at the Armory in Alamosa 
for the dedication of a statue 
commemorating civil rights.

Look for Los Vecinos Baliadores 
on YouTube. You can find Los 
Vecinos Baliadores on Facebook.
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233

Fax (719) 852-4040
7268 S. County Road 4 E •Monte Vista

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Sunshine Country 
Grocery Store!

1 mile south off Hwy 370 on 5 East
10978 South Cty. Rd. 5 East • Monte Vista

Greenhouse
Grown

Tomatoes
Sale Prices on

Overstock

Available at
719-852-6981

Gluten Free Baking Mixes
Stuffing • Brownie Brittle

Water Enhancers • GuRu Organic Energy Drink

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

North 90 project to help housing beyond Center
By Patrick shea

CENTER — When Brian Lujan 
took the Center Town Manager position 
in 2018, affordable housing — and the 
infrastructure to support it — topped 
his list of concerns. He was not alone.

Rather than tackle the housing crisis 
in isolation, Lujan worked with the 
Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
(DOLA) to create a Regional Resiliency 
Roadmap with leaders in Del Norte, La 
Jara, and Saguache.

Combining efforts across four towns 
allows for stronger grant-writing and 
vendor management. Although each 
community faces challenges, the 
housing crises crosses all borders. 
Workers commute as far as necessary 
according to work status and available 
housing inventory.

The first step for Center entailed 
annexing land. Called the “North 90,” 
the patch of raw land north of town is 
just shy of 90 acres. Lujan said they 
can extend Center infrastructure, once 
they plan accordingly. Adding a lift 
station for extended sewer service, for 
example, requires advance preparation. 
But before workers can start digging, 
Lujan said he wants to refine the plan for 
not only utilities but zoning. Part of this 
refinement includes updating codes.

In addition to the four principal towns, 
the Regional Resiliency Roadmap 
group also includes Saguache County, 
Marty and Bonnie Asplin — formerly 
with Upper Rio Grande Economic 
Development — and ActionLab 360. 
DOLA accepted the application and 
awarded the group regional status. With 
funding established, DOLA offered a 
pool of consultants for planning. Lujan 
said they selected a person from the 

list, and the next step is to gather all 
four municipalities for discussion and 
planning.

Lujan explained that part of the 
resources — roughly $150,000 — will 
be directed to code language updates for 
all four municipalities in the Regional 
Resiliency group. Lujan said they hope 
to strengthen the codes in two areas. 
First, they want to refine procedures 
for rehabilitation and reconstruction 
of unoccupied homes. The updates will 
also address new construction codes.

“I feel like we’re almost to the starting 

block,” Lujan said. “We’re still working 
with Downtown Colorado, Inc. We also 
had the American Planning Association 
come up with a report that would 
facilitate design for that land as well.”

Lujan described another Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
Section Four grant to work with MASS 
Design [Model of Architecture Serving 
Society], an international business that 
works for community engagement. 
The MASS Design scope of proposal 
submitted to Center reflects the 
company’s philosophy, which Lujan 

said includes making sure “it’s what the 
community wants and won’t displace 
anyone.”

Lujan noted how Center is collecting 
names of interested people who can 
help create a planning commission. 
The town board already meets twice a 
month, and it would be a burden to take 
on the detailed duties of an advisory 
planning commission.

“You need a planning commission 
to do all the vetting of material,” 
Lujan said.

“We’re also looking to establish 

an Urban Renewal Authority,” Lujan 
continued. “We want to take advantage 
of any future development of projects 
out there that will give us tax-
incremented financing for future taxes. 
Right now, it’s nothing. You still get 
your two years of assessment on the 
property.” Tax-incremented financing 
allows access to future revenue through 
taxes estimated on the completed 
project.

“The beauty about owning that 
land,” Lujan said, “is that we control 
the narrative.”

Adams State 
receives state 

funds for 
Educator 
Stipend 

Program
suBmitted article

ALAMOSA — Adams State Uni-
versity School of Education and School 
of Counselor Education will receive 
$1,211,613 to implement the Educa-
tor Stipend Program and the Student 
Educator Test Stipend Program. The 
amount includes $59,838 to be used 
by the program or institution for pro-
gram administration, $1,089,000 for 
educator stipends, and $62,775 for 
test stipends.

School of Education Director Cur-
tis Garcia will attend a webinar for 
more information about the program 
on Aug. 18.

The appropriations are provided 
directly by the state through the re-
cent passage of HB 22-1220 Remov-
ing Barriers to Educator Preparation 
Act. The bill will help address the 
current Colorado teacher shortage 
by providing financial assistance to 
qualified educators.

“This is great news for students 
and recent graduates who are in-
terested in pursuing a career in 
education,” Garcia said. “Here in 
our community and across the state 
public institutions are in dire need 
of qualified teachers and counselors. 
Now with financial incentive our 
Adams State University can attract, 
retain and graduate outstanding edu-
cators to inspire future generations.”

For more information regarding 
HB 22-1220, visit cde.state.co.us/
educatortalent/hb22-1220updates.
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Two more bike racks installed in Monte Vista

Photo by Marie Mccolm

An artisan bicycle rack is installed in front of Rainbow’s End Thrift Store in Monte Vista on Aug. 24. The rack 
was sponsored by businesswoman Tara McCarroll.

staff rePort

MONTE VISTA — Two more 
artisan bicycle racks were installed 
on Wednesday, Aug. 24, one on 
Adams Street in front of Rainbow’s 
End Thrift Store, and one at the skate 
park in Monte Vista.

The racks were sponsored by Tara 
McCarroll, who has H&R Block 
offices in Monte Vista and Alamosa, 
and Mike and Marie Mccolm of 
Monte Vista.

There are now four artisan bike 
racks in Monte Vista.

“It looks really good in front of 
Rainbow’s End,” McCarroll said, 
“and I like the idea of it helping to 
promote healthy living for people. 
Any way I can help the community, 
it makes me feel good. If this can 
affect one person in the community 
that would be great. Something great 
in my eyes.”

Mike Mccolm was excited about 
the bike rack.

“The bike rack that my wife and I 
sponsored is being placed at the skate 
park,” he said. “Kids go there all the 

time. My wife is all about children 
and helping make things easy and 
safe for them. We love our kids and 
want to help the kids where we live 
also. Our community can benefit 
from these bike racks. It’s a really 
great idea.”

The idea for the sponsored racks 
originated with Laura Conchelos 
and Jennifer Nearing. The women 
presented it to the OptiMystics 
Citizens Action Network with the 
belief that it would be a way to 
encourage residents of Monte Vista 

to ride their bikes more and become 
more active in their community. 
Nearing is a bike enthusiast who 
loves to ride her bike everywhere, 
and Conchelos also liked the idea 
of the bike racks.

The OptiMystics proposed the 
idea to the City of Monte Vista in 
December of 2021. The idea that they 
presented to the city council was that 
the bike racks would benefit residents 
and make them more active and also 
help businesses by giving residents 

who rode bikes or had motorized 
devices place to put their bicycles. 

Each of the racks is unique, no rack 
is alike. Artist John Patterson creates 
the racks, and the sponsors choose 
how to have the racks decorated, 
painted, or displayed. Each rack is 
to be placed at a business or park in 
Monte Vista.

There is talk that a fourth and fifth 
Artisan bike rack will be installed 
soon. For more information on the 
project, visit OptiMystics.org.
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By diane drekmann

SAN LUIS — Suicide has touched 
the lives of many here in the San Luis 
Valley.

Classmates and friends Amber 
Maestas, Nazaray Albert, and Merissa 
Vigil were deeply affected by the loss 
of their friends and neighbors. All three 
work in the public health field, Maestas 
for Costilla County Public Health, Vigil 
at DHS-social services, and Albert 
works in Behavioral Health.  

Maestas explains, “When we began 
discussing doing something for the 
community, we realized we all have 
access to finding and providing 
resources, based on our field of work...
our hope was to bring awareness to 
the community, while also providing 
resources.”

Thus, the Stations of Suicide 
Awareness event was born in September 
2021.  Valley-Wide Health Systems, the 

Costilla County Sheriff’s Department, 
public health, and social services all 
came together to host this event. There 
was a 5k walk, and informational 
booths. Last year, people released 
balloons in honor of loved ones lost.

The Second Stations of Suicide 
Awareness event is Sept. 10. It will 
be held in San Luis in the Costilla 
County Public Health parking lot on 
Main Street.

The event starts at 8:30 a.m. with 
presentations followed by a 5k 
walk. There will be speakers and 
informational booths.

This year, because of donations and 
contributions, people can have fruit 
trees planted in the park in San Luis 
and have plaques honoring loved ones. 
County Commissioner Robert Espinoza 
is donating T-shirts. Maestas, Albert, and 
Vigil hope this event brings awareness 
and understanding of the issue.

Photo by Diane Drekmann

Left to right are Merissa Vigil, Amber Maestas, Nazaray Albert. They 
helped organize the Stations of Suicide Awareness event scheduled for 
Sept. 10 in San Luis.

Stations of Suicide 
Awareness event
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playground. What a great group of 
people! Adrienne Atencio and Adam 
thank you!! 

“Del Norte Bank was a fun group! 
They showed up and spent hours 
moving mulch and helping with 
anything and everything needed. 
Stacy was serious about her Mulch 
distribution, and it shows! Del Norte 
Rotary were hard working people 
willing to help! They also brought 
coolers to keep our beverages cold. 
What a great group!

“Del Norte Headstart ladies and 
gentlemen worked hard putting 
together playground equipment and 
moving mulch what a fun group! D 
Mountain Park and Recreation, Patti 
and I really enjoyed being a part of 
this project! 

“Del Norte Police Department, 
thank you for helping out! Colorado 
Health foundation sent people here 
from Denver both Wednesday and 
Thursday. It was great meeting new 
people, and they were so helpful! 
Civic Canopy Alice and Kale. Hard 
working ladies! We appreciated their 
help so much!

“Our Project Manager Bicky 
was amazing she showed up at 7 
every morning and left last. She 
was energetic kept our spirits up! 
Community volunteers were the 
highlight of my week. Seeing 
these people come together for our 
community and work so hard!! I am 
grateful to be a part of this group of 
special people. They brought concrete 
machines, tools and their awesome 
personalities!! 

“A special shout out to Mr. Lloyd 
Wright, this man is one of the hardest 
working people I have ever met! 
Thank you to everyone who made this 
project fun!”

Courtesy photos

The new playground at the Del Norte Athletic Fields is only the beginning of what is planned. 
Hopes are to have the walking path restored and the potential growth of the area is still on 
the top of the list of projects in Del Norte.
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