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CREEDE  — Jo in  Ral ly 
‘Round, Caldera, and the Creede 
Arts Council at the Creede Elks 
Lodge on Saturday, Nov. 12, 
at 6 p.m. for the second-ever 
Jamboree. A Jamboree, according 
to Merriam-Webster, is a large 
festive gathering or a long, mixed 
program of entertainment.

Dancing will be encouraged at 
the Jamboree. Rally ‘Round is a 
reggae band featuring Malcolm 
Snead, Joe Baker, and Steve 
Reynolds. Caldera, a Creede-
based quartet, melds Americana 
and Rock sounds to create a 
blend of insightful originals and 
distinct covers.

The Jamboree proceeds will 
benefit the nonprofit mission 
of the Creede Arts Council 
to cultivate the arts in the 
community. A free-will donation 
will be accepted at the door and 
the Elks will offer a cash bar. 
The Creede Arts Council will 
provide snacks.

For more information, contact 
the CAC at 719-658-0312 or 
creedearts@outlook.com.

Virtual Continental 
Divide Summit is 

Nov. 15-16
The 2022 virtual Continental 

Divide Trail Gateway Community 
Summit is on Nov.15-16. This 
free virtual event, hosted by 
the Continental Divide Trail 
Coalition, will gather communities 
across the Rocky Mountain West 
to share, learn, and contribute to 
the completion, promotion and 
protection of the Continental 
Divide Trail (CDT).

Topics of exploration include: 
connecting across communities, 
t h e  G a t e w a y  C o m m u n i t y 
Program, who uses the CDT, 
trail stewardship, and more. For 
additional info and registration 
options for this free event, visit 
https://continentaldividetrail.
org/event/gateway-community-
summit-2022/.

Gateway Church 
trunk-or-treat is 

Oct. 31
DEL NORTE — Gateway 

Church is having a trunk-or-treat 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Oct. 31 in the 
church’s parking lot at 975 Grande 
Ave., Del Norte.

There will be a hot beverage bar, 
free food,  trunk-or-treat, a bounce 
house and more.

Creede Arts Council 
presents Jamboree 

on Nov. 12

www.TrueLocalBank.com

719-657-4558
705 Grand Ave.

Del Norte

719-658-0126
117 N. Main St.

CreedeDel Norte Bank’s Mobile Deposit Capture

by PatriCk Shea

A L A M O S A  —  C o u n t y 
commissioners gathered in Alamosa 
and via ZOOM on Oct. 24 for 
presentations and discussions about 
issues spanning counties across the 
San Luis Valley.

Chairperson Ramona Weber from 
Mineral County started the meeting 
by asking for additions to the agenda. 
People around the room quickly 
echoed a request to talk about a 
redundant power transmission line 
for the Valley.

“The Public Utilities Commission 
is opening up a conversation about 
their future planning,” noted Alamosa 
County Commissioner Lori Laske later 

Photo by Patrick Shea

Commissioners from all six San Luis Valley counties met in Alamosa on Oct. 24 to discuss budgets, a redundant 

power transmission line, and Rio Grande Basin fish.

Valley commissioners share county challenges

Please see COUNTIES on Page 2A

by PatriCk Shea

CENTER — Members of the 
Center town board and business 
community convened with residents 
and representatives from partner 
organizations to share development 
ideas on Oct. 18. Meetings and site 
visits continued on Oct. 19, building 
on a foundation started years ago.

Shortly after Center Town Manager 
Brian Lujan took his position, he 
initiated project development with 
Downtown Colorado Inc. (DCI) in 
2018. Center became one of DCI’s 
Challenge Communities, and one of 
the first steps entailed finding people 
to rejuvenate six vacant buildings. 

Photo by Patrick Shea

Residents, town officials, and business owners met on Oct. 18 to discuss development ideas and ensure that 
no one is displaced as the town grows.

Center community developing, meeting with MASS

Please see MASS on Page 2A

Young family loses everything 
in Monday house fire

Devon Valdez, Brisa Castillo and her two children pose 
with one of their dogs. The family lost ‘everything’ in a 
house fire Monday morning.

by PriSCilla Waggoner

CENTER — A woman, her boyfriend, her two 
children and their dogs are safe after a fire in their 
home in Center Monday. However, the family 
said that they have lost everything they own.

At 2:28 a.m. on Monday, the Center Fire 
Department was dispatched to a house fire on 
the 600 block of Miles Street. When fire crews 
arrived on scene, they found the house already 
filled with smoke and the fire contained to the 
interior.

In the minutes prior to CFD being dispatched, 
one of the residents of the house, Devon Valdez, 
21, woke up with difficulty breathing. He 
discovered that the small house in Center where 
Valdez lives with his girlfriend, Brisa Castillo, 
21; and her two children, ages 2 and 4; was filled 
with smoke. He woke Castillo and when the two 
went into the living room, flames could be seen 
running up the wall next to the woodburning stove. 

Castillo’s children were spending the night 
with her mother and both Valdez and Castillo 
were able to evacuate without any injuries. Their 
dogs, who are “outside” dogs, were in the yard 
and also were unharmed.

Valdez immediately contacted the Center 
Police Department which dispatched the Center 

Please see FIRE on Page 2A

Baca Grande 
communicating 
through court

by PatriCk Shea

BACA GRANDE SUBDIVISIONS 

— The volunteer group pushing to create 
the Town of Baca Grande and the Baca 
Grande Property Owners Association 
have been communicating through the 
court system.

Operating independently from the 
Baca Grande POA, the volunteer group 
initiated the township effort when they 
filed a petition on Aug. 8. On Oct. 4, 
the Baca Grande POA filed a Motion to 
Intervene and a Motion to Dismiss with 
the Saguache County District Court. The 
court issued an order granting the Motion 
to Intervene and gave the township group 
until Oct. 21 to respond.

According to Desiree Marceau, a lead 
township volunteer, they responded by 
the Oct. 21 deadline. Before the group’s 
sixth information-sharing meeting on 
Oct. 24, Marceau confirmed receipt of 
the response. Now the Baca Grande 
POA representatives have until Nov. 4 
to respond to the response.

“What happens after that,” Marceau 
explained on the Zoom call, “is the judge 
reviews everything and then she makes 
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in the meeting. “We want to be sure the 
San Luis Valley is included.”

Commissioner Laske stressed two 
key points about a second transmission 
line for power.

“For one, it will produce redundancy, 
for safety. As we saw in both Texas 
and Boulder, we could be cut off 
from electricity pretty quick,” Laske 
said. “There’s a bonus to it too. If this 
transmission line was created, we 
would be able to export our solar.”

“I look at this as a positive,” noted 
Rio Grande County Commissioner 
Scott Deacon.

With 35 years of experience in 
utilities, Deacon said, “A lot of 
people don’t understand that all of 

our transmission lines come in from 
the north. If something happens up 
north, we lose it all.”

The current work on existing 
transmission lines heading north 
includes upgrades from 69kv to 115kv.

The timeline to give the PUC 
feedback is short. The process for 
providing input starts on Dec. 2.

“By January 2, we would need to let 
them know if we wanted to be what are 
called ‘interveners’ in this discussion,” 
Laske explained. “The reason I came 
to this group is because I don’t think 
one county can do this. To get an 
intervener, we would have to put funds 
together as a whole and pay — most 
likely an attorney — for someone with 

a background with the Public Utilities 
Commissions to be our intervener and 
watch out for the San Luis Valley.”

Laske encouraged her fellow Valley 
commissioners to respond quickly 
because it might be another 10 years 
before they have another chance to take 
part in planning. The input window 
closes Feb. 1, 2023.

Speaking for Senator Michael 
Bennet, Erin Minks credited State 
Senator Cleve Simpson for getting 
the San Luis Valley listed as a 
miscellaneous item on the PUC agenda 
in December and January.

“This was something he worked on 
last spring,” Minks said. “Xcel was 
originally planning to go forward with 

their 10-year plan and not even study 
the Valley.”

Saguache County Commissioner 
Tom McCracken made a motion to 
support Alamosa County as the lead 
group pursuing an intervener for the 
PUC discussions. After refining the 
wording slightly, the motion passed.

In addition to other topics, they 
discussed 14 budget line items they 
share across counties. The total request 
from the District Attorney’s office 
for all six counties, for example, is 
$2,031,870. Mineral County budgeted 
$25,000. With the highest population, 
Alamosa County set aside $732,000.

Following the holidays, the group 
will meet again on Jan. 23, 2023.

COUNTIES Continued from Page 1A

Working with the MASS Design 
Group (Model of Architecture Serving 
Society), the combined efforts today 
target housing and opportunities 
based on current community needs.

Before the meeting on Oct. 18, 
students from Center High School 
went through an exercise that 
attendees continued in the evening. 
With eight large-format maps of 
Center situated around the room, 
participants used sticky notes to 
identify ideas and memories from 
different parts of town. Dozens of 
notes showed their sentiments.

M A S S  D e s i g n  G r o u p 
representatives printed examples 
of previously completed projects in 
other towns and asked participants 
to identify their preferences. Some 
pictures showed renovations to 
provide housing in existing buildings. 
Although Center has opportunities 
for in-town housing, developing the 

North 90 project is the priority. Just 
shy of 90 acres, the vacant plot offers 
potential. 

Before putting a shovel in the 
ground, however, community input 
and intentional planning take time. 
Lujan and the Town Board already 
addressed prerequisite issues to 
make the discussions possible. They 
tackled the town budget to overcome 
shortfalls. They continue to improve 
the town’s water and power systems 
with plans to accommodate more 
residents and businesses. They 
also hosted events that eventually 
turned vacant properties into private 
ownership. Speaking at the meeting, 
one of the new property owners said 
his building will host art activities 
and gallery showings in the future.

Participants enjoyed a catered 
meal during the evening meeting 
and shared thoughts. One resident 
lamented having to drive to another 

town to buy certain essentials. 
Although Center has the third-largest 
population in the San Luis Valley, 
the Worth Street business district 
does not sell everything locals need. 
Another resident noted that Center 
does not have motels or lodging 
options. When schools travel to 
compete against the Vikings, they 
leave town for accommodations at 
night.

The presenters said they have not 
generated a “leakage report” yet, 
which is a way to calculate revenue 
lost when residents leave town for 
shopping and services.

Unlike speculation development, 
the current approach begins and ends 
with community needs. While other 
towns target tourism for revenue, 
Center is not on the beaten path for 
tourists passing through. Income in 
tourism towns change throughout 
the seasons, another reason the 
development plans for Center address 
community needs first.

MASS Continued from Page 1A

Fire Department.
Valdez said fire crews — including 

12 firefighters — arrived on the scene 
no more than 10 minutes after being 
dispatched. 

Center Fire Chief Russell Brown 
said crews were able to extinguish the 
fire relatively quickly and no other 
structures were impacted. He said the 
smoke damage to the interior of the 
house is extensive. His crews were on 
scene until about 4:30 a.m.

Meanwhile, the young family said 
they’ve lost everything they own. 

Valdez, who works for the grounds 
department at Alamosa School District, 
said he’s “in shock.”

“It’s still kind of hard to believe that 
this happened to our family,” he said. 

Castillo, who worked at the High 
Valley Community Center Day Care 
in Del Norte until recently accepting 
a job at Abba Eye Care in Alamosa, 
said they haven’t told the children yet. 

“Everything is gone,” she said.
One of the first family members 

Valdez contacted was his uncle Jeremy 
Silva, best known for independently 
organizing campaigns to provide 

Courtesy photos

 The interior of Valdez and Castillo’s home after the 
early Monday morning fire.

new shoes and 
backpacks filled 
with supplies for 
school-aged kids in 
the valley.

“My nephew 
and his family have 
nothing,” Silva said. 
“They didn’t have 
renter’s insurance 
and everything they 
own was destroyed 
in the fire.”

Silva said he 
hopes that people 
in the valley will 
extend a helping 
hand to his nephew’s 
family and has set up 
a go fund me page 
that can be found at 
gofundme.com by 
searching “Brisa 
Castillo.” 

The family is 
also welcoming any household 
items and children’s clothing, 
girl’s size 4t-5t and shoe size 9-10 
and boy’s size 5-6t and shoe size 

13c. Anyone interested in making 
donations of household items or 
clothing should contact Silva at 
719-849-0380.

FIRE Continued from Page 1A

a final order.”
The chat scroll on the side of 

the Oct. 24 Zoom call echoed a 
deference to the legal system over direct 
communication. When one participant 
asked for clarification about a legal 
question, the responses deflected to court 
proceedings.

In response to the request for 
clarification, the audience was directed 
to request documents from the county 
court.

A participant asked, “So why your 
hesitancy to answer my question?” 
The response was “because, frankly, it 
doesn’t merit a response, the judge holds 
authority to make the decision and it 
won’t be made on Zoom.”

Casita Park, one of the five subdivisions 
that make up the Baca Grande, has an 
estimated 60 households. Some homes 
are vacation retreats, but more than 
half of the full-time residents work in 
or around Crestone. Spearheaded by 
long-time resident Colleen Bennett in 
the 1970s, Casita Park has accelerated 
community involvement in 2022.

In February, they formed the Casita 
Park Action Committee to address 
issues. In April, they canvassed the 
community to identify resident concerns. 
On Earth Day, they hosted a free trash 
day. Volunteers brought trucks for 
gathering refuse near the playground, 
and they drove to residents who couldn’t 
make it and picked up their trash.

In May, they conducted another 
cleanup operation and had a massive 
yard sale.

By the end of the summer, the Casita 

Park Action Committee worked with 
the Baca Grande POA to get a letter of 
support for a Saguache County sales tax 
grant. The money would allow them to 
resume watering the trees in the park, 
create shade, install benches, and plant 
more trees. In September, they hosted a 
huge harvest celebration for residents.

Now a half-century in existence, the 
Baca Grande POA has grown to more 
than 1,400 residents. The population of 
Crestone is less than 200. Crestone’s 
town budget is primarily funded through 
sales taxes, including taxes collected 
on e-commerce purchases from Baca 
Grande people who pick up their 
packages at the Crestone post office.

Until recently, Crestone paid the Baca 
Grande $200 a month to process the 
town’s waste through the Baca Grande 
Water and Sanitation District. Reportedly 
initiated in 2005, the agreement has been 
a bargain for the town.

Annexation with Crestone is unlikely, 
according to presenters, because of a 
power imbalance. If the communities 
combined, Baca Grande voters would 
substantially outnumber the Crestone 
voters.

Baca Grande POA administrators did 
not present or appear to be on the Oct. 
24 township meeting ZOOM call, much 
like the absence of township volunteers 
at recent POA gatherings.

Residents and property owners attend 
what appear to be separate meetings 
between the POA and the volunteer 
group, who appear to communicate 
through the legal system instead of 
holding joint discussions.

BACA Continued from Page 1A

Juvenile arrested at MVHS football 
game for allegedly possessing stolen gun

StaFF rePort

MONTE VISTA — A juvenile male 
from Alamosa was arrested Friday at the 
Monte Vista High School football game 
for allegedly possessing a stolen handgun, 
according to a press release issued over 
the weekend.

Monte Vista Police Department 
officers contacted the 15-year-old 
Alamosa resident and reportedly found 
him in possession of a handgun that was 
allegedly stolen earlier from a residence 

in Monte Vista, the release states. Police 
were tipped off, reportedly, from a citizen.

According to the release, the juvenile 
male was arrested and charged with a 
number of felonies including possession 
of a handgun on school grounds, 
possession of a handgun by a juvenile 
and burglary.

There was no further information 
available as of deadline on Monday.

All suspects are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a court of law.
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oPinion & editorial

Demon star
The new moon was on the 25th, 

we still have beautiful dark skies 
for viewing. The Milky Way is 
beginning to move from the South to 
the Southwest as Earth’s solar orbit 
changes into the autumn position. The 
other end still appears in the NE. Don’t 
forget to look for the Taurid fireballs 
in the eastern evening sky.

Uranus is visible all night in the 
constellation Pisces, the fish which 
is along the ecliptic in the ESE. The 
ecliptic is the path of the Sun, moon 
and planets travel along in our sky. 
Currently it’s about one-third of the 
way up. Try looking for it first with 
binoculars. It may appear light blue.  

This is also a great time to look for 
the Andromeda galaxy. Just look for 
Cassiopeia halfway up in the NE. The 
bottom star of the upper half of the 
“W” points to it. The galaxy is about a 
hand’s width to the right and slightly 
lower. Use binoculars to find it, and 

This past weekend found Miss 
Trixie and Ol’ Dutch traversing the 
plains of North Texas and through 
Oklahoma’s Arbuckle Mountains in 
a journey back in time. For it was 
home to Kansas for me and the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of my 
home church.

Now while this may not seem such 
a great celebration to most of you as 
churches have been around much 
longer, this was special because it 
was on that weekend some seven 
decades ago that my dad, Fast Freddy, 
founded this church. And eventually 
a Bible College.

At 92 my dad is still going 
strong and so he was invited to 
have the service there. All 29 of us 
descendants attended. We all stayed 
together in one huge mansion-like 
facility and so it was “noisy,” which 
is what you get when we get together.

My earliest memories as a child 
were being with my mother’s 
extended family, all talking at the 
same time, yet everyone was able to 
keep track of what was being said.

The same is true for this modern 
version of our family. For Ol’ 
Dutch, though, hearing all that 
conversation amplified by a hearing 
aid means it is loud and brain 
shattering at times. Add to this mix 
a plethora of little kids running and 
screaming and playing and you 
can only imagine the noise level 
we generated.

The one thing about being hard of 
hearing is a person can shut off the 
darned device which then results in 
a seemingly happy expression on 
your face all day long while others 
are suffering from noise exposure.

While other folks suffer with their 
nerves being attacked and frayed 
almost to the breaking point, Ol’ 
Dutch — either by turning off the 
hearing aids or running out of battery 
in them — can sit and watch the 
mayhem around him and smile.

The only problem with that is 
when one of the kids gets in trouble, 
I can’t for the life of me figure out 
why as it was all calm and quiet 
to me. My grands always seek out 
grandpa for consolation and, unless 
it was some catastrophic error on 
their part, I always take their side 
and dry their tears.

Which is a lot like God, I guess, as 
He also does that for us even though 

Editor,
Matthew Martinez will work hard 

for the San Luis Valley and Colorado 
House District 62.

I’m thrilled to have Martinez as 
a neighbor, and I can’t think of a 
better person to represent us in the 
Colorado House of Representatives. 
He has served his local community 
and his country. His passion for this 
community is visible in all the work 
and volunteering he does. The issues 
that Martinez is focusing on that are 
dearest to me are water, healthcare 
and the rights of our veterans.

Unsurprisingly Martinez will 

fight tooth and nail, anyone who 
wishes to export water from this 
Valley. But he also wants to make 
sure his constituents have clean 
drinking water. He believes that 
every citizen has the right to quality 
affordable healthcare and shouldn’t 
have to choose between that and 
food or housing. I believe we’re 
doing much better in Colorado 
than other states, but we have a 
long way to go before every man, 
woman and child here, has access 
to this. I don’t think anyone would 
suggest that veterans should have 
to fight for rights at home after 

fighting for their country. Yet, they 
are constantly having to fight for 
benefits and support owed to them 
by the country they serve. Martinez, 
as a veteran of the United States 
Marines, knows this only too well 
and will fight with every available 
means to make sure they don’t 
have to.

When you fill in your ballot, which 
should be in the mail, if you haven’t 
already received it, please join me 
in voting for Matthew Martinez for 
Colorado House District 62!

Laura Conchelos

Monte Vista

Editor,
The Monte Vista Fire Department 

would first and foremost like to send 
our sincere condolences to those who 
were affected by the fire that struck 
our community this spring. While 
this tragedy rocked our district to 
its core, our town once again came 
together and faced adversity head 
on. With the continued support of the 
district, community and surrounding 
emergency agencies, the Monte Vista 
Fire Protection District continues to 
be committed to offering the public 
the best service possible.

Last year your contributions helped 
us reach our goal in purchasing a 
battery-powered chainsaw with vent 
master attachment, two battery-

powered fans for efficient ventilation 
applications and two thermal cameras 
to aid in zero-visibility rescue and 
fire operations. This year with your 
help we hope to reach our goal 
of purchasing cribbing and struts 
used in auto extrication, and also 
purchasing an LED marquee sign 
to provide the community with 
up-to-date emergency information. 
We kindly ask for your support in 
meeting this goal.

The Monte Vista Fire Department 
is a volunteer organization with 20 
volunteers. This year our department 
has already responded to over 250 
calls and participated in 1,500 
combined training hours. The MVFD 
continues to respond to structure fires, 

fire alarms, car accidents, grass fires 
and gas leaks. The department also 
works together with other San Luis 
Valley fire departments when called 
on for mutual aid.

In closing, please join us for our 
annual chili supper. Every firefighter 
looks forward to interacting with 
those that we serve and being a 
gathering place for our community 
is something we truly cherish. We 
look forward to seeing our friends, 
our families, and our community 
on Nov. 12 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the 
firehouse.

The Monte Vista Fire Department 
would like to thank you for your 
continued support. 

MVFD Fundraising Committee

You can go 
home again

we may deserve a good spanking 
from Him from time to time.

My dad led the singing and 
preached a great sermon. Many 
people who have attended there for 
the past 40 years were in attendance, 
so it was good to see all of them again.

We even got by the entire weekend 
without a family fight and only a 
few kid tears, so yes, miracles are 
still occurring.

A man by the name of Thomas 
Wolfe wrote a novel called ‘“You 
Can’t Go Home Again.” The premise 
was that times in the past can be 
remembered fondly, but can never 
be experienced again.

But poor old Thomas, who passed 
at the ripe old age of 38, was never 
fortunate enough to have gone back 
to a reunion of the sort we had this 
past weekend as we were able to do 
just that. For we told funny stories 
and cried a few tears over the many 
memories we shared. At least for a 
moment, we were able to go home 
once again.

So, it’s off to Texas we go 
following in the footsteps of Charles 
Goodnight and Davy Crockett and 
others who somehow thought that 
was good idea at least at the moment. 
And the yellow rose of Texas herself, 
Miss Trixie, seated beside me singing 
the accolades of the great state of her 
birth. And honestly, only a state of 
that size could ever hold someone 
as great as Miss Trixie.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.

com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

MVFD thanks community for support, 
prepares for annual chili supper

Martinez will work hard for Valley 
if elected to House District 62 seat

your night Sky
by darlene danko

then look with unaided vision. I 
guarantee you can see it on a clear 
dark night.

Now that Halloween is almost here, 
it’s time to find the Demon star in 
the constellation Perseus. Its official 
name is Beta Perseis but is more 
commonly known as Algol which is 
Arabic for head of the ghoul or head 
of the demon. So, it’s also called the 
Ghoul star.

Perseus is the constellation that 
sits below Cassiopeia. It’s a large 
constellation in the shape of a man 
with a large triangular shape body. The 
brightest star Mirfak is on the lower 
left body where the leg begins. Algol 
is to the right of Mirfak anchoring the 
other side of the body.

Algol is a multiple star system of 
three stars, but only two are visible to 
us. The light changes each time one 
star passes in front of the other as they 
spin around each other. This causes 
it to vary in brightness over a regular 

time interval of 2 days, 20 hours and 
49 minutes. It dims for 10 hours, and 
then gets bright again.

Because of this, Algol is called an 
eclipsing variable star. This dip in 
brightness can be seen with unaided 
vision. So, go out and look at it for 
several nights in a row to see the 
change in brightness.

It’s assumed that since ancient 
stargazers didn’t know why this 
happened, they thought that Algol was 
associated with demons or monsters. 
Greeks and Romans identified it with 
the head of Medusa, a monster with 
snakes in place of hair. Have a fun 
Halloween.  

Subscribe Online!

.com



Page 4A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, October 27, 2022

Help Us Honor Those Who Served
Submit your veterans photos today!

Share your pride 
by sending us your 

Veteran photo or that 
of a loved one along 
with name, military 

branch and rank

by October 28, 2022 to Valley Publishing,
PO Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

or Email to Sandra Marquez at smarquez@
valleypublishinginc.com.

StaFF rePort

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista Police Department served search 
warrants at three city residences on 
Oct. 24 and 25 that led to the arrest of 
three people on drug charges.

Over the course of the past few 
weeks, MVPD detectives obtained 
search warrants for several locations 
within Monte Vista for distribution 
of narcotics.

On Oct. 24 and 25, the Monte Vista 
Police Department served three search 
warrants with assistance from the Rio 
Grande County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Colorado State Patrol.

The first search warrant was served 
in the 300 block of Davis Street where 
Adam Trujillo, 30, of Monte Vista was 
arrested and charged with suspicion of 
unlawful possession of a controlled 
substance and unlawful distribution 
of a controlled substance. Officers 

Photo courtesy of MVPD

Monte Vista Police Department officers reported recovering seven firearms, heroin, fentanyl, cocaine, and 
cash during the execution of a search warrant on Oct. 24 at a residence in the 100 block of Faraday Street.

MVPD arrests three people on drug charges
reported recovering methamphetamine 
and heroin. Trujillo was booked into 
the Rio Grande County Jail.

Later in the day on Oct. 24, a search 
warrant was executed in the 100 
block of Faraday Street within Monte 
Vista. Raymond Ramirez, 46, and 
Rachel Ramirez, 53, both of Monte 
Vista, were arrested for suspicion of 
unlawful possession of a controlled 
substance, unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance and special 
offender due to the amount of drugs 
and weapons recovered. Both were 
booked into the Rio Grande County 
Jail.

Officers reported recovering from 
the Faraday Street location seven 
firearms, heroin, fentanyl, cocaine, 
and cash during the execution of this 
search warrant.

On Oct. 25, a search warrant was 
executed in the 500 block of Franklin 

StaFF rePort

COSTILLA COUNTY — An 
investigation is ongoing after a police 
chase and the discovery of a property 
with several reportedly stolen items 
was made by Costilla County Sheriff’s 
deputies as well as several other law 
enforcement agencies last week.

According to a press release issued 
by the CCSO, deputies Thursday 
responded to a property located off 
County Road J 2 southwest of San Luis 
on Thursday in regards to a possible 
stolen vehicle out of Taos County.

The driver led deputies on a 
pursuit across the Colorado-New 
Mexico state line, along with law 
enforcement officials of the Taos 

County Sheriff’s Office. While in 
pursuit, another reportedly stolen 
vehicle was identified on Garcia Road 
just south of Garcia, Colo.

On Friday, the release said, a search 
warrant was executed at the property 
located off CRJ 2. Deputies found 
several vehicles, trailers and items 
that were said to be stolen.

The estimated value of the items, 
according to the release, is between 
$100,00 and $150,000.

The warrant was executed by 
the CCSO, TCSO, Blanca Police 
Department, Conejos County Sheriff’s 
Office and Colorado Division of 
Wildlife.

The investigation is ongoing.

Investigation ongoing after 
police pursuit in Costilla County

Staff Report
COSTILLA COUNTY — A teen 

not wearing a seatbelt died in car crash 
Monday morning, Oct. 24, on Highway 
160 east of Blanca, the Colorado State 
Patrol reported.

At approximately 8:59 a.m., a white 
2003 Saturn LS200 sedan was traveling 
west on Highway 160 approximately 
3 miles east of Blanca. This location is 
approximately 23 miles east of Alamosa 
in Costilla County.

The 19-year-old driver of the Saturn 
drifted off the right side of the roadway 
and down a slight embankment into a 
dry ditch. The Saturn continued along 
in the ditch and then collided with a 
metal culvert with its front.

The  Sa turn  then  ro ta ted 
counterclockwise and came to rest on 
its wheels facing south. The restrained 
male driver was seriously injured and 
transported via ground ambulance to 
the San Luis Valley Regional Medical 
Center in Alamosa then later flown out 
to Penrose Hospital. The unrestrained 

Street. During the execution of the 
warrant, officers encountered 12 
people within the house. Officers 

also found drug paraphernalia and 
numerous used needles throughout 
the house. Ronnie Mascarenes, 

30, of Monte Vista was arrested 
for an outstanding warrant. This 
investigation is ongoing.Teen dies in crash on 

Hwy. 160 east of Blanca

Photo courtesy of CSP

A white 2003 Saturn was involved in a 
single-vehicle crash Monday morning, 
Oct. 24, on Highway 160 east of Blanca. 
The passenger died at the scene and the 
driver was seriously injured.

19-year-old male passenger in the 
vehicle died at the scene.

The crash remains under investigation 
by the Colorado State Patrol Vehicular 
Crimes Unit.
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San Luis Valley
Scoreboard 2022 -2023

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

FOOTBALL
Hayden 56 .......................... Sargent 0
Centauri 41 ...........................Ignacio 8
Florence 42 ..................... Alamosa 20
Mancos 22 ....................... Sanford 20
Sangre de Cristo 65 .... Manzanola 26
Monte Vista 62 .....................Center 19
Sierra Grande 62 ............Cotopaxi 49
Mountain Valley 78 ......... Primero 25
Del Norte 40 .....................Trinidad 14

Rio Grande Public Health will 
be offering flu shot clinics 

Del Norte Annex on October 
20th from 3 - 6 p.m. at 965 6th St.
Sargent Schools on October 

27th from 3 - 6 p.m.
Please Bring your Insurance Card

This clinic will provide 
both regular and high-

dose flu shots.
We accept several 

insurances including 
Medicare.

No appointment needed

For Information 

Call us at

(719) 657-3352

by PriSCilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — Two valley bread 
makers have created Tomorrow’s 
Bread, a non-profit bread donation 
program that will help address food 
insecurity issues in the San Luis Valley.

Tomorrow’s Bread was introduced 
to the public Friday at an event held at 
Milagro’s Coffee House in Alamosa.

In 2019, Costilla native and 
valley resident Jessica Larriva was 
taking care of her mother during 
the pandemic when she had an idea. 
Larriva, the baker and executive 
director, operates Tumbleweed Bread 
in Monte Vista along with Operations 
Director Jake Gefell. 

Tumbleweed Bread — in business 
since 2018 — is a wholesale, for-profit 
company that has a unique reputation 
in the valley for its “bread, the old 
fashion way.” Larriva uses only 
regionally grown whole grains that 
are then stone ground and naturally 
leavened (as was common in ancestral 
diets) to make bread in a way that 
preserves the nutritional benefits. 

Business was going well when the 
Tumbleweed Bread was first formed 
and flourished even as the pandemic 

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Jessica Larriva, executive director of Tumbleweed Bread and Tomorrow’s 
Bread, and Lupita Garcia of Colorado Women’s Foundation, Women 
and Girls of Color Fund, pose for a photo at an event held to launch 
Tomorrow’s Bread at Milagros Coffee House in Alamosa on Friday, 
Oct. 21, 2022.

Tomorrow’s Bread today: Valley bread makers 
create non-profit to help combat food insecurities

caused shut downs everywhere.
But it wasn’t a business model 

that Larriva was thinking of when 
she had the idea. Larriva, who bakes 
all the bread herself, was thinking of 
all the people who were impacted by 
the pandemic and were not getting 
the nutritional food that they needed.

In response, she and Gefell 
launched a community bread donation 
program through their bakery where, 
for a $5 donation, people could donate 
a loaf of healthy, organic, whole 
wheat bread to local organizations 
or individuals. 

And, the program took off.
“We’ve donated hundreds of 

pounds of food to our local homeless 
shelter’s kitchen through the kind 
donations of generous individuals 
from all across the country, and even 
beyond,” Larriva said. 

A single loaf of Tumbleweed Bread 
weighs a pound.

Larriva said she became frustrated 
that she wasn’t providing as much 
bread to those in need as she wanted 
to and had no network established 
to connect with those in need in a 
broader way. 

That led to Larriva and Gefell’s 
decision to form a non-profit 
specifically devoted to community 
bread donations through their for-profit 
sister organization. Such a move would 
allow them to access grants, funding 
and tax-exempt donations to support 
their mission. 

Thanks to grant funding from the 
Women’s Foundation of Colorado 
Women and Girls of Color Fund, 
Larriva and Gefell have now launched 
Tomorrow’s Bread, a 501(c)3 that 
will provide local food banks and, 
as partnerships evolve, other service 
organizations with locally sourced 
and baked bread. 

“We estimate — given our current 
production infrastructure — in 
our first fully-funded year we will 
donate nearly 12,000 pounds of 
local, nourishing, organic food La 
Puente’s Shelter kitchen and Food 
Bank System,” Larriva said.

Larriva suggests that is just a start.
She said she “looks forward to the 

future and seeing what’s possible” 
providing healthy, nutritious bread 
to those who may not otherwise 
have access while investing in the 

regional economy by using locally 
grown organic grains as their 
primary production ingredient. 

“It’s a good situation for everyone 

involved,” she said.
Anyone interested in more 

information or making a donation can 
visit the website tomorrowsbread.org.

File photo

Hope in the Valley signed a contract with the Alamosa County 

Commissioners to purchase the Rite of Passage property to serve as 

the future site of a 30-bed residential treatment and recovery center. 

Hope in the Valley signs contract to 
purchase Rite of Passage property

by PriSCilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — Last week, the 
non-profit Hope in the Valley 
signed a contract with the Alamosa 
County Commissioners to purchase 
property to serve as the future site 
of a 30-bed residential treatment and 
recovery center. The 6,700 square 
foot building, locally known as the 
Rite of Passage, is located behind the 
Alamosa County Sheriff’s Office on 
17th Street.

According to Alamosa County 
Administrator Roni Wisdom, the 
property was sold for $700,000 and 
the hope is “to close before the end 
of the year.”

A Thursday afternoon conversation 
with Justin Luke Riley, partner and 
co-founder of Hope in the Valley, 
revealed that the plans for the facility 
go far and above the renovation of 
the property, including creation of 
a “community led treatment and 
recovery center plus.” 

That language is used deliberately 
by Riley, “not for marketing purposes” 
but because it is an accurate description 
of the non-profit’s plans for the facility 
now and in the future, driven by a 
philosophy of “giving back” to the 
community and collaboration with 
community partners including local 
municipalities, non-profits, law 
enforcement, the district attorney’s 
office, the court system, health care 
systems and veterans’ organizations. 

Riley has garnered a national 
reputation for, among other things, 
having worked with what he said are 
hundreds of treatment centers and 
starting Young People in Recovery 
which is described by Forbes magazine 
in 2017 and other publications as 
“changing the narrative around 
addiction recovery and fueling a 
new, energetic movement across the 
nation.” 

However, Riley is quick to sidestep 
being the focus of conversation, 
instead directing attention to the 
deep commitment of his partners 
and fellow co-founders, Kim and 
Paul Reed, as well as the “incredible 
partnership” they have already 
experienced in working with the 

Alamosa County Commissioners and, 
specifically, Wisdom, toward creation 
of the facility they envision.

He also gives great credit to Jamie 
Reynolds — nurse, resident of the 
valley and Paul Reed’s sister — who 
first alerted them to the property being 

available.
“We’re very excited to be opening 

the first (center) of its kind — 
definitely in Alamosa but also the 
state,” Riley said. “We hope to show 
the rest of the country how successful 
our model can be at multiple levels.”
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Years ago, while I was praying one 
day for something I wanted, God spoke 
a life-changing truth to my heart. He 
said, “Joyce, seek My face and not My 
hand. If you seek My face, My hand will 
always be open.”

As I said, this was a life-changing 
moment for me. I began to realize that 
up to that point, it had been all about me 
and what I wanted. I began to see just 
how shallow I was…and that it was time 
for me to go deeper.

I suppose I was like most Christians 
at the beginning of their relationship 
with God. It is generally all about what 
we want Him to give us or do for us. 
For a while, this is fine…I believe this 
is where we all start. We come to God 
with our list of desires or problems and 
we want Him to just fix everything. But 
eventually the time comes for us to grow 
and mature.

Seek First
God told me to seek His face. Seek is a 

strong word. It means “to crave, pursue, 
to make sacrifices to get, to go after 
with all of your strength and all of your 
heart.” What I believe He was saying to 
me was to go after a relationship with 
Him as if it was everything.

Our relationship with God really is 
what matters most. But sometimes it 
may take a while for us to understand 
that. I remember coming to a point in 
my life when I had a lot of “things” 
but realized I still wasn’t very happy. 
After praying and asking God what was 
wrong, He spoke to my heart and said, 
“Joyce, you are too shallow—it’s time to 
go out into the deep.”

You see, God was more interested in 
what was going on inside of me than He 
was in my “things.” Romans 14:17 says, 
“For the kingdom of God is not a matter 

of eating and drinking [what one likes], 
but of righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit” (AMP). God cares 
about every detail of our lives, but He is 
more concerned about our inner life—
our soul (mind, will and emotions)—
than our outer life. I believe that’s 
because He knows that when we are 
spiritually strong on the inside, we will 
be able to properly handle what happens 
on the outside. 

As we focus more on Him than 
ourselves, we not only begin to 
experience more satisfaction and 
fulfillment, but our desires come in 
alignment with His plan and what’s best 
for our lives. Psalm 37:4 (NIV) confirms 
this: “Take delight in the Lord, and he 
will give you the desires of your heart.”

Grow Roots
Nature has a way of demonstrating 

deep truths of God’s Word. Isaiah 37:31 
(AMP) says, “…Take root downward 
and bear fruit upward.” Large trees 
with thick, full branches have a 
massive underground root system that 
spreads both deep and wide. Without 
this support system, a tree could never 
weather a storm.

In the same way, we must develop 
deep spiritual roots before we can 
truly enjoy the big, full life God has 
intended for us. This means cultivating 
a relationship with the Lord, finding out 
what He says about us in His Word, and 
becoming rooted and grounded in His 
love.

It is vital to build a strong foundation 
in God; that means learning to seek 
Him first, rather than things. So many 
times, we go about it the opposite 
way and seek things first—a bigger 
this or a better that or more of the 
other. However, without that strong 

Keeping God First 
in Your Life

foundation in God, these things won’t 
be very helpful to us. If we don’t first 
establish deep roots of faith in God, we 
will never be able to endure the storms 
of life that will certainly come.

Prioritize
Matthew 6:33 says, “But seek first 

his kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these things will be given to you as 
well” (NIV). These are wonderful words 
to live by. I can tell you from experience 
that when you make God number one, 
He will fill your life with peace, joy and 
satisfaction…and then some!

I encourage you to make a decision 
today to seek God for who He is and 
make your relationship with Him your 
top priority. Dig deeper…I believe 
you’ll discover what you’ve really been 
looking for all along.

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching resource Keeping God 
First. You can also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or 
visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
LOVING PEOPLE WHO ARE HARD 
TO LOVE (FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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Facility will remain 
open to process and 
deliver shipments

by luke lyonS

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
UPS Customer Center located at 
1825 State Ave. will close as of Oct. 
31. The facility will remain open 
to process and deliver shipments, 
however pickup and drop services 
will be discontinued according 
to Becky Biocolis-Pace, media 
relations with UPS.

There will be no layoffs.
“We are not closing the Alamosa 

facili ty,” Biciolis-Pace said. 
“However, we are closing the 
Customer Center at this location due to 
a change in how our customers use our 
services. Because of advancements in 
our online web options, customers can 
easily print labels at home and utilize 
UPS Access Points.

“There should be no impact to 
our customers as there are several 
options.”

Biciolis-Pace, echoing information 
on a sign near the center’s entrance, 
said that pre-packaged, pre-labeled 
shipments of an appropriate size 
may be placed into a nearby UPS 
drop box. There are drop boxes 
located at Main Copy Source and 

1st Southwest Bank on Main Street 
as well as Loaf ’N Jugg on Highway 
160 in East Alamosa. 

Packages for pickup will be routed 
to the nearest UPS Access Point. 
Packages that require shipping labels 
or additional packing supplies can be 
dropped at nearby UPS full-service 
retail locations.

There is a UPS Authorized Service 
Provider at 1901 Highway 160 East 
in Monte Vista. There is a UPS store 
located at 135 Country Center in 
Pagosa Springs and an authorized 
shipping provider located at 1 
Enterprise Dr. in Westcliffe.

Nearby UPS service locations can 
be found at ups.com/dropoff.

Alamosa UPS Customer Center will close Oct. 31

Photo by Luke Lyons

The Alamosa UPS Customer Center located at 1825 State Ave. will 
close as of Oct. 31. Deliveries and shipments will still be processed there 

according to a UPS media relations spokesperson.

by lyndSie Ferrell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY 
— Rio Grande County Board of 
Commissioners approved a letter of 
support during its meeting on Oct. 
19 reaffirming their support for any 
bidder on the San Luis and Rio Grande 
Railroad that was willing to keep the 
line viable and running in the Valley 
with the stipulation that the county 
would forbear the back property taxes 
owned in order to incentivize the right 
bidder to come forward.

Rio Grande County Commissioner 
John Noffsker spoke on the subject 
during an interview stating that it was 
coming down to the final days and that 
something needed to be done to ensure 
the survival of the railroad in the Valley.

“We are really at the point that we 
need to ask what we, as the San Luis 
Valley willing to do to make sure that 
this railroad stays here and remains 
functional. We at Rio Grande County 
will support any bidder that meets our 
concerns,” he said.

The concerns Noffsker is referring 
to include ones that would shut the line 

down and force commercial users to 
seek possibly more costly alternative 
ways of transporting goods.

Right now, some of the agricultural 
community uses the SLRG Railroad to 
ship and receive materials at a lower 
cost than it would be if trucking were 
used. According to Noffsker, if the 
railroad were to stop shipping in the 
San Luis Valley, it would lead to over 
24,000 additional shipping trucks on 
the highways to meet the needs of the 
agricultural community.

In addition to the agricultural impacts, 
current dealings with the Rio Grande 
National Forest logging projects may 
be impacted as well. Noffsker stated 
that the RGNF is currently looking at 
means to dispose of the dead trees being 
logged on the National Forest and fear 
shipping costs of those logs would go up 
if the railroad was no longer an option.

“When you really get down and look 
at the facts, its so clear how important 
the railroad is to the Valley,” Noffsker 
said.

The line has been in danger of 
shutting down since 2019 when 

previous owner Ed Ellis filed for 
bankruptcy with several years of back 
property taxes owed to all six counties 
of the Valley and Huerfano County. In 
the years since the announcement, Rio 
Grande County has taken the lead on 
trying to get the taxes paid in full and 
to ensure the line survived. 

Within that process, it has been 
decided that Rio Grande County and 
Huerfano County are willing to forbear 
the taxes to be paid in increments 
by the winning bidder as long as the 
bidder keeps the line running for at 
least 10 years. 

“The agricultural community is rail 
dependent; both import and export. 
We also have to look at public interest 
which is the tourism side of things. We 
need a company that can be compatible 
for both industries because our 
economies depend on it. What is the 
Valley willing to do to keep this viable 
if a bidder doesn’t come through? It 
is hard to say what the future holds,” 
said Noffsker.

Rio Grande County OKs letter 
of support in railroad bidding

MONTE VISTA — The 6th annual 
Rio Reels Film Festival will take place 
at the SLV Ski Hi Complex in Monte 
Vista beginning at 6 p.m. Oct. 28.

There will be a dinner provided by 
local donors and caterers followed by 
a collection of river-themed films. 

A ticket earns attendees a chance to 
win one of many door prizes.

The show also will stream live on 
Qudio beginning at 7 p.m.

In addition, there will be a silent 

auction available to anyone online 
beginning the evening of Oct. 25. 
Local food and art, outdoor gear 
and getaway experiences will be 
auctioned off as well as other items.

Tickets are $25 to attend in person 
and $15 to watch online.

Vi s i t  q u d i o . c o m / e v e n t /
rioreels2022/register to purchase 
tickets. 

For questions, email info@
riograndeheadwaters.org.

Sixth annual Rio Reels Film 
Festival set for Oct. 28
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Bringing 
Balance to 
Saguache 
County

Jeff Phillips

Paid for by the Committee to elect Jeff Phillips.

For Saguache County Commissioner

Saguache County Commissioners are accepting Bids for the delivery of Propane for the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge Department.  The delivery locations will be Center 
County Shop, Cochetope House -Hwy 114, Moffat Shop, Villa Grove Shop and Saguache 
County Landfill.  
For bid specifications contact Wendi Maez at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov or Joe Gil-
bert at jgilbert@saguachecounty-co.gov.  
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Road and Bridge Propane Bid” written 
on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.  
Bids must be submitted to Wendi Maez at Saguache County Administration, 505 3rd Street, 
OR mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by November 30, 
2022 at 3pm. 
For further information you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231 or Joe Gilbert at 
719-655-2554. 
No. 1650 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 27 and November 3, 10,17 
and 23, 2022.

Saguache County Commissioners are accepting Bids for the delivery of Gasoline and Die-
sel Fuel for the Saguache County Road and Bridge Department.  The delivery locations 
will be the Saguache Main Shop, Center County Shop, Cochetope House -Hwy 114, Moffat 
Shop, Villa Grove Shop and Saguache County Landfill.  
For bid specifications contact Wendi Maez at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov or Joe Gil-
bert at jgilbert@saguachecounty-co.gov.  
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Road and Bridge Gasoline and Fuel 
Bid” written on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.  
Bids must be submitted to Wendi Maez at Saguache County Administration, 505 3rd Street, 
OR mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by November 30, 
2022 at 3pm. 
For further information you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231 or Joe Gilbert at 
719-655-2554. 
No. 1651 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 27 and November 3, 10,17 
and 23, 2022.

NOTICE OF BUDGET

 Notice is hereby given that a proposed 
budget has been submitted to the Board of 
Directors of the San Luis Valley Irrigation 
District for the ensuing year of 2023; that 
a copy of such proposed budget has been 
filed in the office of the San Luis Valley 
Irrigation District where same is open for 
public inspection; and that such proposed 
budget will be considered at a Regular 
Meeting of the San Luis Valley Irrigation 
District Board of Directors to be held at 
296 Miles Street, Center, Colorado, on  
November 16th, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.

Any interested elector of the San Luis 
Valley Irrigation District may inspect the 
proposed budget and file or register any 
objections thereto at any time prior to the 
final adoption of the Budget.
No. 1652 published in the Center Post 
Dispatch, Thursday, October 20 and 27 and 
November 3, 2022.

Courtesy photo

A Federal District Court on Thursday, Oct. 20, again rejected plans by 
the developers of the Village at Wolf Creek to gain access across National 
Forest lands for the project.

Court again rejects Village at Wolf Creek development proposal
Contributed

WOLF CREEK — A Federal 
District Court on Thursday, Oct. 20, 
again rejected plans by the developers 
of the Village at Wolf Creek to gain 
access across National Forest lands 
for the project.

Senior Federal Judge Christine M. 
Arguello invalidated the Rio Grande 
National Forest’s approval from 
2019 that granted an access road 
across the National Forest in order 
to facilitate development of the real 
estate development proposed atop 
Wolf Creek Pass. The court’s order was 
issued in response to a lawsuit filed by 
Rocky Mountain Wild, San Luis Valley 
Ecosystem Council, San Juan Citizens 
Alliance, and Wilderness Workshop.

“This is tremendously good news 
for anyone who values the remote 
character of Wolf Creek Pass,” said 
Mark Pearson, Executive Director at 
San Juan Citizens Alliance. “We’ve 
never seen an honest evaluation of the 
environmental impacts of constructing 
a city of 8,000 people at over 10,000 
feet atop one of snowiest locations in 
Colorado, probably because the impacts 
if revealed would be staggering.”

For decades, Texas developer B.J. 
“Red” McCombs has pursued his vision 
for a city of 8,000 people at the top of 
Wolf Creek Pass. This development 
would be roughly the population of 
Aspen.

The Leavitt-McCombs Joint Venture 
obtained ownership of 300 acres of 
National Forest land via a land exchange 

in 1986, one originally rejected by the 
Forest Service until political pressure 
overruled the common-sense denial. A 
seasonal national forest road provides 
access to the inholding from Highway 
160 for reasonable use and enjoyment, 
however the developer’s plans for 
1,700 housing units and large-scale 
commercial development led them to 
pursue unlimited access.

Wolf Creek Pass, 20 miles from the 
nearest town, is a remote landscape with 
a ski area and little nighttime traffic.

Construction of the Village at Wolf 
Creek would impact the entire region, 
disrupting key movement corridors and 
habitat for threatened lynx, increasing 
traffic, and changing the character of the 
separately owned Wolf Creek Ski Area.

Community groups have waged 
unrelenting opposition to the development 
for 20 years, repeatedly scoring legal 
victories against the Forest Service, which 
continually approved various schemes to 
authorize the development.

Most recently, in 2019 the Forest 
Service approved an access road 
in closed-door meetings with the 
developer. In doing so, it relied on 
the exact same Environmental Impact 
Statement that was rejected by Senior 
Federal Judge Richard Matsch in a 2017 
ruling that invalidated a land exchange 
previously proposed in 2015 between 
the Forest Service and the developers.

The Forest Service’s reliance on the 
rejected 2015 Environmental Impact 
Statement for its 2019 road access 
decision was the basis for Thursday’s 

court decision.
“Thus, USFS frustrated the purpose 

of NEPA by continuing to rely upon 
an uninformed FEIS to issue the 2019 
ROD,” the court concluded.

“The ruling once again confirms 
the failure by the Forest Service to 
appropriately follow the National 
Environmental Policy Act and 
rigorously assess the true consequences 
of this inappropriate development,” said 
Travis Stills, an attorney with Energy 
& Conservation Law representing 
the conservation groups. “The order 
also recognizes the internal debate 
among staff of the Forest Service 
and Fish and Wildlife Service about 
how to lawfully implement their 
environmental mandates.”

The history of development efforts by 
the Village at Wolf Creek span at least 
20 years, dating to an environmental 
review process that began in 2002. 
The Forest Service’s review has been 
marked by numerous lawsuits aimed 
at gaining transparency for the public 
about the project’s impacts.

“We are still waiting for the Forest 
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and other federal agencies 
to conduct an open, transparent and 
inclusive analysis of the environmental 
impacts associated with this enormous 
commercial development,” said Matt 
Sandler, Legal Director with Rocky 
Mountain Wild. “The Court’s ruling is a 
huge win for the wildlife and wildlands 
of Wolf Creek Pass.”

Opponents view the idea of a city 

atop Wolf Creek Pass as an absurdly 
bad idea, far from any public services 
and emergency responders, lacking an 
adequate water supply or electricity 
sources, severing important wildlife 
corridors, ignoring the consequences of 
vastly increased traffic, and discounting 
the real health impacts to thousands of 
visitors from sea-level trying to sleep 
above 10,000 feet.

“This is such a critical decision for 
the headwaters of the Rio Grande, the 
Wolf Creek area simply cannot handle 
anymore large scale development 
pressure,” said Christine Canaly, 

Director of San Luis Valley Ecosystem 
Council. “The river’s water delivery 
obligations must focus on the needs of 
the basin. Perhaps climate reality and 
this vital legal decision will stimulate 
much needed sobriety to the Leavitt-
McCombs Joint Venture team and we 
can finally come together to align goals 
that embrace the living landscape.”

The groups pledged continued 
scrutiny of any further attempts to 
resuscitate the failed proposal, and 
continued insistence on the Forest 
Service’s compliance with its legal 
obligations.

Contributed
ALAMOSA — The San Luis Valley Tourism Association (SLVTA) is 

a nonprofit whose mission is “to preserve our environmental and cultural 
resources by unifying our marketing efforts to promote the Mystic San Luis 
Valley as a tourism destination and thereby developing responsible economic 
growth for the seven counties of the San Luis Valley.”

SLVTA recently organized to elect new officials and focus on the redesign 
of a San Luis Valley recreation guide.

“At this time, we would like to thank Huerfano County, C&TT Railroad, 
Costilla County, Mineral County and the Fort Garland Revitalization 
Committees for their contributions towards this project,” officials stated. 
“We look forward to building partnerships within in the SLV to promote 
our beautiful SLV and emphasizing on Caring for Colorado while visitors 
are on their journey.”

Courtesy photo

San Luis  Val ley 

Tourism Association 

elects new officials. 

Pictured from left 

to right are Lynne 

Young, Treasurer, 

Katrina Danforth, 

Saguache County, 

Kale  Mortensen, 

President, Carlton 

Croft, Huerfano County, Ayesha Williams, Board Member Costilla County, Theo Bourdreau, Board Member 

Saguache County, Ami Hooper, Dandelion Creative Services, Ellen Dodds, Alamosa Welcome Center, Andrew 

Grossmann, Director Colorado Tourism Office and dog Becca, Alamosa Welcome Center.

SLV Tourism Association elects new officials

by lyndSie Ferrell

MONTE VISTA — For the first 
time in several years, Monte Vista will 
have a Veterans Day Parade on Nov. 
12 at 10 a.m.

Though details for the event are 
still underway, Rio Grande County 
Commissioner Scott Deacon is thrilled 
to be a part of the planning process and 
is looking for additional help to get the 
event off the ground.

“I am really happy to be planning 
this event. I was never a veteran, but I 
think this is something our community 
needs. I am looking for some help with 
planning though, so anyone who has 

Veterans Day Parade set for Monte Vista
ideas can reach out to me,” said Deacon. 
“We just really want participants for the 
parade so we aren’t doing entry forms 
but will have waivers for participants 
to sign.”

Deacon was approached by a local 
veteran and asked if he would be willing 
to coordinate the event and Deacon 
immediately jumped on the opportunity.

“So far, we are hoping to have local 

school bands from Monte Vista and Del 
Norte, a local car club, the tractor club 
and hopefully the Honor Guard and a 
military fly over, though all of this is 
still in the works. Any help anyone can 
offer would be greatly appreciated,” 
said Deacon.

Deacon will also be reaching out to 
Homelake Veteran Center to see about 
working with them.

“I just think it is really important that 
we recognize and celebrate our local 
veterans. This is something we should 
do every year and hopefully will be able 

to moving forward,” he said.
For more information or to help with 

the event, contact Deacon at 719-850-
1180.
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Anthony Lewis, a May 2022 Adams 
State graduate, was awarded the 
2018 SLV REC ASU Four-Year 
Scholarship.

SLV REC offering 12 scholarships to Valley students
Contributed

MONTE VISTA— San Luis Valley 
REC makes secondary education 
a priority when giving back to the 
Valley. With just over $210,000 given 
in the past five years, REC annually 
awards up to 12 scholarships to local 
students. 

The awards are primarily reserved 
for REC members, although a few of 
the scholarships are available to other 
Valley students.

The SLV REC Adams State 
University Four-Year Scholarship 
is renewable for up to a maximum 
of four years. The value of the 
scholarship equals the total of in-
state tuition, some fees and a book 
allowance for the award year.

In addition to the four-year 
scholarship, REC awards the Martin 
Christensen Electric Lineworker 
Scholarship, which may be used at 
any accredited lineworker school. The 
value of the scholarship is currently 
$5,500 and may be used to cover 
tuition costs, required textbooks or 
minimal basic tools for the program. 
Although first consideration will 
be given to graduating high school 
seniors, this scholarship is open to 
all individuals. 

Other scholarships include the 
following: 

The $4,000 Robert  Wolfe 
Scholarship was established for 

students furthering their education 
in an agricultural or engineering field 
and may be used at any trade school, 
college or university.

The $4,000 Mike Rierson 
Scholarship, new in 2023, can be 
used toward further education at any 
trade school, college or university.

REC also offers the SLVREC 
Past Director Scholarship and the 
SLVREC Past Retired GM Ray 
Villyard and CEO John Villyard 
Scholarship, both of which are valued 
at $1,000 each.

In addition, six Tri-State G&T 
Scholarships are offered at $500 
each. Dependents of employees and 
directors of SLVREC are eligible 

Contributed

MONTE VISTA — Donn 
Vigil has resigned as Chair 
of the RG Bank Board of 
Directors, effective Oct. 7.

Vigil said he felt RG Bank 
was in a great position, so the 
time was right for the Bank. He 
will now also be able to fully 
retire and spend more time with 
his wife Mary, his grandkids and 
riding his motorcycle.

RG Bank President and CEO 
Shon Davis said, “Donn had a 
warmth to him. He was well 
known, well beyond RG Bank, 
with time served on Boards such 
as the Adams State University 
Foundation Board and the Rio Grande Hospital Board. If you were with 
Vigil getting coffee or at an event, he had many people who wanted to 
come see him to visit and see their friend Donn.”

In 1979, Vigil started his career at RG Bank as the bank’s in-house 
real estate appraiser. Over time, he was trained in mortgage lending as 
a loan officer. Ultimately, Vigil spent the majority of his working career 
as Chief Lending Officer.

He earned his way to President-CEO of the bank and served in that 
capacity until his retirement in 2017. He was appointed to the BOD in 
2012, serving the last several years as Chair of the BOD.

Davis said, “Vigil’s presence, influence and warmth while working 
at and serving on the board of RG Bank will be missed, but certainly 
never forgotten.”

RG Bank is headquartered in Monte Vista and has branches in Alamosa 
and Pagosa Springs. According to Davis, a new Chair of the Board of 
Directors will be selected at a future meeting.

Vigil resigns as RG Bank 
Board of Directors chair

for one of these scholarships, as are 
members.

For full requirements and details, 
see the scholarship application online 

at https://slvrec.com/scholarships
Anthony Lewis, 2018 four-year 

ASU scholarship winner, graduated 
in May 2022 with his bachelor’s in 

kinesiology: exercise science. He 
said, “thank you for giving me this 
generous scholarship; it definitely 
helped tremendously.”

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided 
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office for the period between Oct. 
17 and Oct. 23, 2022.

Deputies patrolled Saguache eight 
times, responded to a missing person 
report from Moffat, assisted four 
citizens and two agencies, conducted 
three welfare checks, and gave one 
courtesy ride. They also handled a 
civil dispute, a mental subject, and 
a protection order violation. Staff 
arranged five ambulance rides, 
dealt with cases of harassment and 
fraud, responded to five alarms, and 
provided information to citizens. 

In addition to monitoring 12 
controlled burns, staff addressed 
three fires. Two cases of theft and 
a burglary required attention, and 
deputies responded to a drug violation 
near Del Norte, criminal mischief, a 
noise complaint, loose livestock, and 
an animal problem in Center. They 
also issued three speeding tickets and 
another citation for passing on the left 
against traffic.

ARRESTS

• A 58-year-old Saguache man was 
arrested and is in custody for failing 
to appear in court in Saguache and 
Alamosa Counties.

SaguaChe County SheriFF’S rePort
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

by diane drekmann

ALAMOSA — The Veterans 
Transportation Service location in 
Alamosa provides a crucial service 
in the San Luis Valley.

Through the Veterans Transporta-
tion Service any veteran can get a ride, 
for free, to any medical appointment 
whether to Alamosa, Pueblo, Colo-
rado Springs, or Denver.

The Veterans Transportation Ser-
vice get its vehicles by donations, 
grants, Alamosa County, and the De-
partment of Disabled Veterans (DAV). 

After eight months and help from 
Benito Gonzalez, adjutant of DAV, 
scheduling director Michael Lopez 
was able to get a new 2022 Ford Ex-
plorer, with three seats and wheelchair 
accessible.

Alamosa County has provided three 
vehicles, does the maintenance and 
pays for gas and insurance. The prob-

lem, Lopez explains, is “the county 
vehicles can only fill up at county gas 
pumps. The vehicles provided by the 
VA use a VA fuel card.” The county 
vehicles are limited to only use in San 
Luis Valley. The cars using a VA fuel 
card have more flexibility and can be 
used for trips to Denver or Colorado 
Springs. 

The heroes of the Veteran Transpor-
tation Service are the drivers. Anyone 
can apply to be a driver. Drivers often 
become confidantes and friends and 
form strong bonds with the people 
they help. 

The Veterans Transportation Ser-
vice is expanding. They now offer 
help to veterans in South Fork and 
Crestone, as well as servicing Ala-
mosa, Conejos, and Costilla counties.

To become a driver, donate a ve-
hicle, schedule a trip, call Lopez at 
719-587-5181 ext. 1181.

Courtesy photo

Pictured is Michael Lopez, scheduling director of the Veteran Transportation Services in Alamosa.

VTS provides help to local veterans

Courtesy photo

The San Luis Valley Rattlers Mountain Biking Team finished third in their 
division at the Chalk Creek Stampede and placed third overall in the series.

SLV Rattlers third at Chalk 
Creek Stampede Race

Contributed

The San Luis Valley Rattlers Moun-
tain Biking Team concluded its 2022 
regular season on Sunday, Oct. 9, by 
posting a third-place team finish in their 
division at the Chalk Creek Stampede 
in Nathrop.

The finish also placed the team in 
third place for the overall series, their 
best performance in the team’s seven 
years of competition. 

Individually, each rider posted re-
markable results for the season with 
all but two racers qualifying for state 
competition on Oct. 22-23 in Glenwood 
Springs. 

In order of their Nathrop appearance, 
the individual race and season results 
are as follows:

In the Junior Varsity Boys division, 
Tyler Roberts put up the fastest course 
time for the team at 57:45.94 and placed 
20th in his second highest finish of the 

year; earning a 23rd spot in the overall 
series. 

Just seconds behind, team captain 
Caleb Henson peddled hard for his best 
finish of the season to earn 21st place in 
the race and 26th in the series. 

First year racer Tim Malueg also 
battled for his best finish of the season at 
37th place achieving 43rd in the overall 
series; an awesome accomplishment 
considering he started the season at 
the back of the 120-rider field, many 
in their third or fourth season of racing. 

In the JV Girls division, posting 
the most points for the team, Valerie 
Goodland finished sixth at Nathrop 
earning her 6th place in the overall 
series; only 1 point behind the tied 4th 
and 5th place racers! 

In the Sophomore Girls division, the 
tenacious Sydney Woodke logged a 
14th place finish, improving her course 
Please see RATTLERS on Page 6

MVSD Early Learning 
Center is filling a need

Photo by Marie Mccolm

The Monte Vista School District held a ribbon cutting ceremony for its 

new Early Learning Center on Thursday, Oct 6, with Director Stacey 

Plane doing the honors.

Ribbon cutting for 
Center held during 
Homecoming Week

by marie mCColm

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista School District held a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for its new Early 
Learning Center on Thursday, Oct 
6. MVSD Early Learning Center Di-
rector Stacey Plane is excited about 
the center opening fully opening to 
the public this month.

“This is certainly a realized dream 
for so many of us,” Plane said. “I am 
super excited to be a part of it all.”

Plane said the center was needed 
and the timing was right to get it 
opened. She sits on the Board of 
Directors for the Early Childhood 
Council. 

“I have also been a part of differ-
ent state and local organizations, 
and there has always been a need 
for this,” Plane said. “We have some 
great home visitors, we really do, 
and we have our Head Start program, 
but there has always been a need for 
something more.”

Visiting with Monte Vista School 
District Superintendent Scott 
Wiedeman and talking with some 
people in the Early Childhood 
Council, “we became aware of the 
timing. There are some grant pro-
grams out there to help fund some 
of the early childhood pieces, and 

we just all talked and really wanted 
to get together and do this for our 
community.”

Plane said they started looking 
for a building in the fall of 2021.

“We had this admin center for the 
school district, and admin ended up 
moving into the Community Banks 
building here in Monte Vista,” Plane 
said. “Shortly after the move, Scott 
let us know that hey we have a build-
ing for you. We were super excited 
to hear that.”

Plane said they started work-
ing closely with their local health 
department and their pre-school 
licensing team to see if the building 

was suitable.
“We had them check over the 

building and walk around with us,” 
Plane said. “They walked around 
and told us what requirements we 
would have to meet to make it a 
good building for what we wanted to 
do. What really excited us about the 
location, too, is that it’s close to the 
Delta Center and close to the high 
school. We thought wow, we can 
tap into this, and it will work well. 
It’s something we really struggle 
with in our Valley. So now there’s 
a lab facility available so that early 
childhood students can volunteer 

Please see MVSD on Page 2
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and learn more about early child-
hood right here.”

Plane has been in Early Childhood 
Education for 26 years and with 
the Monte Vista School District 
since 2012. Plane is the principal of 
Marsh Elementary School and the 
new director for the MVSD Early 
Learning Center.

“There are so many people that 
need childcare out there, so we know 
this is going to help the community,” 
Plane said. “Our projection for the 
center is we will have eight infants, 
and we are licensed for anywhere 
between 12 and 15 toddlers. We 
do have a small gap between 36 
months and our cut off for preschool 

is you have to be 3 by June 1. We 
are looking at it like, but what if 
you have a 3-year-old that’s 3 by 
July. So, we are working really 
hard with the licensing on this. So, 
what I have done is I have added 
in a room, for the children from 36 
months until they are old enough to 
start preschool.”

Weideman was at the ribbon cut-
ting and said, “This is just amazing, 
but I was just the yes man. I said 
yes, and we as a team have done 
all of this. We as a team have made 
all of this possible. Stacey is so 
wonderful, our crew, the schools, 
the board, we are a team and we 
have done this together. I was just 

the yes man, but I am really proud 
to be a part of it all.”

Plane thanked the Early Child-
hood Council, and the governing 
board that is over the childcare 

center, and the Monte Vista School 
District Board of Education.

“They made all of this possible, 
and I really want to thank everyone 
for working with me, to bring this 

all together. We finally did it. This 
is wonderful,” she said.

For more information on the 
MVSD Early Learning Center, con-
tact the Monte Vista School District.

Photos by Marie Mccolm

The MVSD Early Learning Center is in the old administration building. 

The center is licensed for up to 15 toddlers.

MVSD Continued from Page 1
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contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 
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Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

Lost & FoundThere’s still 
a little over 
a week left 

in October and 
we’re still doing 

half off adoptions! 
Come by and see if 

we have the
fur-family member 
you’re looking for!

We’re looking for a part time Kennel Worker 
that’s available for approximately 20 hours 

during the week! It’s a very hands-on, 
physical job, but the dogs definitely make up 
for it! If you are interested please stop by for 

an application and further information.

Found in 
Center on 
10/18/22 
on North 
Garcia St

Found 
in  Monte 

Vista on 
10/20/22 

at 4th and 
Jefferson

This dog 
was found 

on 10/21/22 
in Monte 
Vista and 

was taken to 
the Slv Ani-
mal Center 
in Alamosa
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• Dr. Katherine James with the Colorado School of Public Health is 
leading a water quality project in the SLV

• We are providing free water quality testing for well owners in Sa-
guache, Rio Grande, Alamosa, Conejos, and Costilla counties

• Testing focuses on heavy metals and may include pH, conductivity, 
hardness, temperature, and turbidity

• Owners will receive full test reports and professional interpretation 
of all lab analysis conducted

• All information received for this project will be strictly confidential

• Sample kits will be mailed to participants with multiple sample re-
turn options provided

• We cannot provide testing for Municiple water from public utility

• Key regional findings will contribute to water conservation efforts 
by the San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council and Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District

• New scientific information about the SLV aquifer systems will con-
tribute to community strategies to mitigate impacts of drought on 
water quality

• Can sign up to participate or ask questions by contacting Kathy 
information below, or by using the link or QR code

Kathy.James@cuanschutz.edu

(303) 724-8169

https://bit.ly/3Ibl01t

Free Well Water Testing in SLV!

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 
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It’s Worth
The Drive
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Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede
Mon.-Sat.

10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The 
Holy Moses

It’s cookie baking 
time. Check 

out our fall 
and Christmas 
cookie cutters! 

MONTE VISTA — The Hal-
loween Festival and Moon-
light Madness Trunk-or-
Treat is on Friday, Oct. 28, 
in Downtown Monte Vista. 
Every year participating 
businesses in Monte Vista 
give candy.

This year there will be 
costume contests, activities 
and much more. The event will take 
place from 4 to 9 p.m. on Adams 

Street in downtown Monte Vista. 
Pick up your trick or treat map of the 

town at the Monte Vista Chamber. 
There is still time to register a 

vehicle for the trunk-or-
treat. Participants in the 

trunk or treat will be notified 
of their location the week 

of the event. For more 
information, contact the 

Monte Vista Chamber of Com-
merce.

Halloween event set 
for Oct. 28 in MV

Creede looks to spruce 
up for the holidays

Seeking volunteers

by lyndSie Ferrell

CREEDE — A group of local busi-
ness owners and the City of Creede 
have decided that they want to make 
the town nestled into the high caldera 
cliffs of the La Garita and San Juan 
Mountains a festive destination.

According to Shelly Dee, owner 
of the Creede Hotel, the goal is to 
light up Creede and make it a holiday 
destination for the San Luis Valley 
and beyond.

These efforts began last year and 
since there was a decent turnout and 
several participants, both Dee and her 
fellow holiday committee members 
felt it was time to turn it up a notch.

The holiday committee is seeking 
participants to help plan for the com-
ing event which will feature contests, 
holiday markets and more. The city 
will be lighting up public areas and 
encouraging local businesses and 
residents to do the same.

There will be cash prizes for par-
ticipants in both the business and 
residential lighting contest categories 
and local youth will be the judges. The 
lighting displays need to be up by the 

evening of Nov. 26. There will be a 
city-wide lighting event that evening 
from 4 to 6 p.m. after the annual 
Chocolate Festival.

In addition to the lighting contest, 
the committee would like to host a 
holiday market with vendors and lo-
cal businesses setting up tents outside 
to offer their goods to shoppers. The 
plan is to block off Main Street from 
Wall Street to the county courthouse 
for three full days on Dec. 10, 17, and 
23. There will also be caroling, warm 
beverages, sweet treats and more.

Markets will be held on the above 
dates from 1 to 5 p.m. so people who 
attend can see the Christmas lights later 
in the evenings. There will also be a 
parade on each of these days beginning 
with the theme of Toyland. The other 
parade themes include Decembers 
Market from around the world de-

signed by Creede School students and 
a church related theme that will be an-
nounced as details become available.

The committee is looking for vol-
unteers and is set up into three focus 
groups which include Marketing, 
Parades, Christmas Market and Deco-
rations and all need help. Anyone 
interested in signing up is asked to 
contact Dee at shelly.dee@mac.com.

Courtesy photos

Creede is getting ready for the coming 

holiday season and a group of local 

business owners in partnership with 

the City of Creede are looking to turn 

the town into a winter wonderland.

SLV 
Health coat 

drive is 
underway
ALAMOSA — San Luis 

Valley Health invites everyone 

to join in donating coats to 

Weiss Dry Cleaners in Alamosa 

or drop them off at Conejos 

County Hospital in La Jara.

All items will be distributed 

through local food banks to help 

keep the members of the San 

Luis Valley community warm.

New or gently used coats, 

scarves, hats and gloves will 

be accepted through Nov. 21.  

Weiss Cleaners is donating their 

resources to this coat drive.

For more information, con-

tact Breanna Dunn at 719-

587-1417.
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ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Carly Santi, MS, RDH, LLC
Dental Hygienist in Monte Vista

Providing quality, preventative oral 
health care to adults and children.

Including:

• Dental Hygiene Exams

• X-Rays (Including Pain-Free Bitewings!)

• Dental Cleanings • Fluoride Treatments

• Sealants • Supportive Periodontal Maintenance

• Non-Surgal Periodontal Treatment • and More

Referral to general dentists and 
specialists as needed.

Over 20 years of experience!

Carly Santi, MS, RDH, LLC

1120 Park Ave.  Monte Vista
719.849.9749

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
FOR SALE: Fresh Tomatoes, 

Place your order NOW! 1st Come 
1st serve. Call 719-851-0926. 
(11/5)

If you believe in: the oneness of 
humanity, equality of men and 
women, elimination of prejudice, 
harmony of science and religion: 
contact BahaiFaithFriends@gmail.
com for Zoomlink Casual conver-
sation, every Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. (11/2)

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 

FALL Price: Tell us the code 
“ELK17” and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 

ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-

YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted 
The City of Monte Vista is hiring 

for the position of Recreation 

Director. The Recreation Direc-

tor plans, coordinates and imple-
ments recreational activities, sports 
leagues and other programs for 
community participants ranging in 
age from youth through adult. Co-
ordinates marketing and promotion 
for recreation activities, including 
fundraising and writing grant fund 
applications to acquire funding 
for programs. Supervises assigned 
staff and volunteers. This is full 
time employment with full benefits.  
Starting pay range is $18.00-$23.00 
per hour DOE. To view the com-
plete position description or apply, 
please visit www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov  Position will remain 
open until filled. (11/9)

Looking for reliable hard work-

ers to build timber frame log homes 
call Jesse 791-480-2660 (11/9)

Seeking Director of Single-

Family Housing Development 

for Alamosa nonprofit company, 
CRHDC. Oversees SLV Self-Help 
& Contract Housing Development. 
$63K-68K +benefits. See full 
description at www.crhdc.org Re-
sume and cover letter to melanie@
crhdc.org (11/2)

Wanted: K-12 Tutors for Math 

and Reading/ Language. Center 
School District is seeking quali-
fied hourly and part time tutors for 
excellent pay. Get paid up to $40 

an hour.  Pay depends on experi-
ence and credentials. Tutors will 
need to commit to at least one 
hour of tutoring 2x per week. This 
is a wonderful opportunity for 
someone searching for a flexible 
and professional work experi-
ence. Tutors can work anywhere 
from 3-29 hours per week during 
school hours (8am-4pm) and/or 
after school hours (anywhere from 
4pm-8pm depending on the needs 
of our students.) Bilingual is pre-
ferred but not required.  To apply, 
send a Cover Letter, Resume, and 
application found at www.center.
k12.co.us/page/employment-op-
portunities to Carrie Zimmerman, 

Superintendent of Schools, Center 
School District 26JT, 550 S. Syl-
vester Avenue, Center, CO 81125. 
Email kketola@center.k12.co.us 
or Kruggles@center.k12.co.us  for 
more information. (10-26)

Position for a full-time perma-

nent AR clerk at Mountain King 

Potato in Monte Vista, Colo.  
Requires computer skills, must be 
dependable with strong organiza-
tional skills. Duties include invoic-
ing and freight allocations. Must be 
able to multi-task and work some 
Saturdays. Will train right person. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
insurance and 401(k).  E-mail ques-

GOT CLUTTER? CLEAN UP WITH THE CLASSIFIEDS.

719-852-3531Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with money in your pocket and room in your garage 
when you sell your stuff in the SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL GARAGE SALE SECTION of SLV Lifestyles for ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)
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Valley Wide Classifieds

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“The pizza was freshly 
made with quality 

ingredients. served in a 
timely manner and was 

delicious! We will definitely 
come here again.”

~ Gayle Z. Yelp

Halloween Special!
Kids under 12 in Costume get 

a Free Kids Pizza
October 31, 2022 when accompanied by an adult.

Full or Part Time 

starting $15 hr. 

plus tips!

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

tions and resume to dchapman@
mtnking.com.  (10-26)

12 Houses for Rent
Del Norte country living, fur-
nished duplex, two bedrooms, 
mature adults. $800 per month, 
$800 deposit. No pets. Call 719-
580-5400. (11/2)

17 Real Estate For Sale
35.71 acres between Monte Vista 

and Alamosa on County Line 

Road, borders highway, good 
grass, easy access, power and ready 
to build on. Priced $109,000.  Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company 

Realty Inc 719-873-1700. TFN

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 

GPM well water, 25 Shares of 

Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of 
good water rights out of Carnero 
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral 
calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens 

& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. TFN 

23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair and winteriza-

tions. Done at reasonable rates. 
Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
TFN 

24 Garage Sales
Garage and bake sale Friday and 
Saturday, Oct. 21 and 22, 14015 
Country Road N, Antonito.

28 Household Goods
Want used Washer and Dryer. 
Call 719-398-1026. (10-26)

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 

at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 
$175.00, Delivery available. TFN

35 Heavy Equipment
For rent construction equipment. 
Skidloader CAT 262 D-2017, 
bucket, pallet forks, brush hog, 
auger with 1 foot bit and 2 foot bit. 
Excavator CAT 306 CR 2021, 2 
foot and 3 foot buckets. Dozer 2022 
CAT D3, weighs approximately 
30,000 pounds, blade in front and 
ripper in back. Call only 719-849-
0367. (10-26)

36 Miscellaneous 
Propane Refrigerators Sold 

Here. Call For Options and 

Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-

ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 

Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719) 852-0500 TFN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-

ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 

– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and 

Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 

Charge Controllers, and Batter-

ies in Brand Names of Outback, 

Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 

Custom Cables and PV Wire. 

Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-
0500. TFN

48 Pets and Supplies
16-year-old gelding. Good with 
women and most kids. 16.2 hands. 
Call for information, 605-290-
9869. (11/9)

Golden Doodle pups, hypoaller-
genic. Super friendly and curly. Up 
to date on vaccinations. $500-$800. 
Call 719-588-3687. (10-26)

Schipperke puppies, small breed, 
very smart, loyal and protective. 
Have shots. Cropped tails. 505-
692-1110 (11-2)

Pot-bellied piglets for sale. 719-
849-8261 (11/19)

55 RVs & Campers
RV STORAGE. Safe and secure 
open-air storage conveniently 
located off of Hwy. 285, north of 
Center. For more information call: 
719-580-0638 TFN

63 Trucks
2000 Ford F250 4x4 extended 

cab long bed V10 89000 miles 
excellent condition $17,000 call 
719 580-2509 (11/23)

64 Autos for Sale

65 Professional Services

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-

vices: Window Washing, Concrete 

Cleaning, Exterior Washing - 
FREE ESTIMATE: (719) 490-9047 
(10/05)

FIRE MITIGATION-Brush 
Mowing around homesteads and 
out buildings. Center, LaGarita 
Area. Call (715)699-3703 (10/26)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free 
Estimates 719-496-7630. TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
TFN

THE BLIND GUY window cov-
erings. Free measuring, free esti-
mates. Professional installation. 
Guaranteed lowest prices. Call 
Tony, 970-903-1403. TFN

Loans – We deal in commercial 
and farm/ag financing. Call 719-
580-1296. (11/02)

The Monte Vista Journal
The Conejos County Citizen

The Center Post-Dispatch
The Mineral County Miner

The South Fork Tines
The Del Norte Prospector
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San Luis Valley

Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

LIFE INSURANCE | MORTGAGE PROTECTION | FINAL EXPENSE 
DEBT FREE LIFE® | RETIREMENT PROTECTION | CRITICAL ILLNESS & DISABILITY

Coddington Agency 

Mobile: (719) 490-9544 National Producer# 20420143

Powered by QUALITY

Khoielle Arndt, Field Underwriter
khoiellepa@gmaiI.com 

sfglife.com

24-HOUR MOBILE SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • AUTO

• LOCKS

• KEYS

• SAFES
719.580.1157

E-mail: RockyMountainLockandKey@gmail.com

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

time from last year by over 22 minutes 
and earning a 14th place overall series 
finish.

In the Sophomore Boys division, 
Tyler Dokson finished 21st in Nathrop 
with a secure 15th place overall. 

Summit Mashburn overcame a start 
chute crash to place 34th in an epic fin-
ish line pile up. Summit lands in 35th 
place overall. 

The Freshmen Boys wrapped up the 
day with Chevy Kincannon placing 28th 
in his second-best race of the year, earn-
ing a 31st overall finish. Payton Daniel 
logged a 57th place finish for the race 
as his season ends in 44th place, just 4 
positions short of qualifying for State. 

Each racer experiences a gamut of 
emotions during the 12-mile races as 
they pit themselves against dozens of 
students, up to and sometimes beyond 
100 racers, from across the state in their 
respective divisions. Passing and being 
passed, overcoming course challenges 
such as sand, mud, and loose rocks, and 
sprinting for the finish line to catch that 
rider in front or keep one behind are 
just a few of the elements these racers 
learn to navigate. Pouring their heart 
and soul onto the racecourse, riders 
often cross the finish line with little 
to no energy left. Teammates quickly 
gather around to slap backs, give high 
fives, offer congratulations, commiser-
ate on crashes, relate epic encounters 
and generally bask in the glow of each 
other’s accomplishments. 

The Rattlers participate in the Piedra 
division of the Colorado High School 
Cycling League. Many will compete in 
one last race on Oct. 22 and 23 as they 
face fierce competition from the larg-
est and fastest field of up to 140 riders 
from all three other divisions at the State 
Championships in Glenwood Springs. 

RATTLERS
Continued from Page 1

SLV Climbing Alliance hosts second annual competition
by PatriCk Shea

PENITENTE CANYON — The 
Second Annual True Penitence Climb-
ing Festival drew climbers to Penitente 
Canyon Oct. 14–16 for challenging 
ascents in costumes, historical presen-
tations, music, film, and food.

Sponsored by the San Luis Valley 
Climbers Alliance (SLVCA), the 
festival opened on Friday night with 
presentations and music nestled in the 
rocks near the trailhead.

Bob D’Antonio, a man who many 
consider to be the grandfather of climb-
ing in Penitente Canyon, assembled 
a guidebook of the routes years ago. 
Nate Liles worked with Wolverine 
Publishing out of Newcastle to print 
an update this summer. Both Liles and 
D’Antonio skipped through slides and 
shared observations of changes over 
the years.

Emcee Wes O’Rourke and SLVCA 
President Angela Lee are the driving 
force behind the group and its board of 
directors. The couple runs Sol Moun-
tain Farm and has actively promoted 
climbing access in the Valley. Both 
quite capable climbers, O’Rourke 
and Lee factor social equity with 
environmental stewardship as part of 
the alliance mission.

“We’re a nonprofit, Access Fund 
affiliated local climbing organiza-
tion,” O’Rourke said. The SLVCA 
Vice-president also said, “We do 
stewardship work on the trails. We 
get kids out. We do events like this. 
We protect climbing access.”

Introducing D’Antonio, O’Rourke 
said, “Bob was one of the first people 
to set foot in the canyon as a climber 
in 1984. He has put up 2,000-plus first 
ascents, hundreds of those here in the 
San Luis Valley.”

Starting with free coffee served 
before the first ascents on Saturday, 
competitors tackled challenges for 
their chosen category. Since many of 

the routes are rated 5.10 and above, 
the Recreational group had to start 
early and share rock time. Categories 
included Top Rope Hero, Recreational, 
Intermediate, Advanced, True Peni-
tent, Elite, and Traditional.

Each climber filled out a scorecard 
and had a witness verify each “send,” 
a fall-free ascent of a route. In addi-
tion to receiving seven bonus points 
for wearing a costume, competitors 
accumulated points commensurate 
with each climb’s difficulty. Final 
scorecards due by 7 p.m. included 
a line for the total number of routes 

conquered on the first try, followed 
by other lines for second and third 
attempts.

Winners in each category could 
choose a new rope or a new pair of 
shoes courtesy of event sponsors La 
Sportiva. Representatives gave free 
demonstrations throughout the com-
petition. All award-winners received 
special trophies manufactured out of 
ancient hardware removed from the 
canyon rocks during route restoration.

Elite category winner Boy Go won 
uncontested for the second year in 
a row. As he announced the victory, 

Climbers like Batman Tyler 

received seven bonus points for 

wearing a costume.

Photo by Patrick Shea

O’Rourke noted how Boy Go needs 
a challenge next year, perhaps from 
some younger climbers in the crowd.

The night before the competition, 
everyone sang Happy Birthday for 
Cooper, a 12-year-old who took second 
place in the Intermediate division. The 
young talent fits the profile of a new 
generation for future versions of the 
True Penitence Climbing Festival.
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SFFF prepares for 
holiday season

by lyndSie Ferrell

SOUTH FORK — Hundreds of 
chili enthusiasts gathered in the South 
Fork Community building on Thurs-
day, Oct. 13, to taste some of the best 
chili and salsa around. The annual 
South Fork Chili Fest has been an area 
favorite for several years and though 
it slowed down during the COVID-19 
pandemic, no one who attended Thurs-
day night would have known.

The community center was once 
again packed from wall to wall with 
people. The lively chatter of conversa-
tion and laughter set the atmosphere as 
people lined up along booths creatively 
decorated with a western theme. Par-
ticipants came from all over, including 
from Lake City, to compete in the chili 
competition. 

There were professional chefs 
from locally owned restaurants, local 
and visiting organizations as well as 
residents participating and vying for 
the top spot in three categories. There 
was a prize for the Best Table Décor for 
the night and as people made their way 
from one table to the next, comments 
were made about how delicious the 
evening’s concoctions were.

“Dusty and his crew outdid them-
selves. It was such a wonderful event,” 
stated one taster.

There were 14 contestants that par-
ticipated in the event. The first-place 
winner in the red chili category went 
to Terry Watson. Second place in red 
chili went to Doc’s Outdoor Sports. 
First place in the green chili category 
went to Cheryl MacIntosh from Tiny 
Timbers Coffee and Bistro and second 
place for the green chili went to Ra-
mon’s Mexican Restaurant. 

In the salsa category, first place went 

Courtesy photo

The annual South Fork Chili Fest was a spicy success last Thursday as 14 
contestants vied for the top spot in three categories, salsa, red and green 
chili. The South Fork Community Center was packed to the brim with 
hungry people throughout the night and not a drop of chili remained.

South Fork Chili Fest 
heats up fall weather

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

The South Fork Friends Founda-
tion has announced that its annual 
Winter Fest will be held on Nov. 26 
at the Rio Grande Club. Along with 
the annual vendor and craft fair, 
the town lights up for the holidays 
during the Yuletide celebrations — 
more details coming soon.

to Cheryl Wheeler with the Church 
of Christ and second place went to 
Barbara Cowman.

For the Best Table Décor, Mark 
Zecker from Hinsdale County Sher-
iff’s Office won the top prize.

Up next, the South Fork Friends 
Foundation is gearing up for the 
coming holiday season and is in the 
process of planning another wonderful 
Winter Festival at the Rio Grande Club 
in South Fork. The event will feature 
several visiting and local vendors and 
will offer the perfect holiday venue for 
some unique shopping opportunities. 
The event is scheduled for Saturday, 
Nov. 26 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In addition, the SFFF will also 
be lighting up South Fork during its 
annual Yuletide celebration. Details 
will be announced as they become 
available.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Steffens & Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 • South Fork
dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH 

FORK NATIVE with a love for the 

upper end of the San Luis Valley.

3D Virtual Tours Prompt, Easy Communication

Text for Info technology Video Walkthroughs

Use your phone 
camera to scan!

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135324 to 25678 for more info

12 Acres 
COMMERCIAL, South 

Fork
On Shoshone Trail, 4 miles 

E of town. Appropriate 
for commercial/light 

industrial
Multi-family or VRBO 
OK too. For more info 

Call Dee Plucinski 
MLS#770735   $550,000 

Owners Motivated!

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 
- Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

27000 US 
Hwy 160

28 acres on the 
Rio Grande 
with water 
well, 1-acre 
pond and 
1/2 mile of 
riverfront. 

MLS#785117
$1,550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134434 to 25678 for more info

0 Old Homestead Road, 
Del Norte

48 acres bordering 
National Forest. Easy, 

year-round access, both 
Forest Service Road AND 

a county-maintained 
road to the lot line. Ride 
out and enjoy without 
trailering your ATV or 

snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222

Dee Plucinski
Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719) 873-5605
dee@steffenscorealty.com

418 Loveland Road - 
South Fork

.90 acres in Upper 
Alpine. No covenants, 
Air B&B OK. Call Dee 

Plucinski 719-873-5605. 
MLS #796652  $38,000
Text 134123 to 25678 

for more info

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 134108 to 25678 for more info

634 Arapahoe 
Road, South Fork
3 bedroom 2 bath 

home on 0.36 
acres. No cove-
nants, Air B&B/

VRBO OK. Great 
Views, incredibly 

well kept.
$349,000 

MLS #797774

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  

$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots, 
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power 
to lot line, great roads, gated 
community. Email Dee for 

an interactive document with 
photos, videos and descrip-

tions of each lot.

Custom built, impeccable quality, full log 
home located just minutes from the town 
of South Fork, Colorado. The 4443 sq. ft. 

home and 1015 sq. ft. bunkhouse pro-
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Features in the 

home include a massive rock fireplace, 
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that 
boasts a futon plus two-window beds, 

office, playroom, and a large living room 
for you to enjoy with family and friends. 
The wrap around deck will allow you to 

experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom 
log guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, and 

bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled 
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155

107 Marmot Lane • South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

SOLD
IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE 

TO BELIEVE! 
• 3 bedroom • 2 bathroom

This could be your new home. Amaz-
ing Custom - Built Full log Home - 

Entry room, living room, large kitchen 
with island, lots of cabinet space, 

laundry. This home has beautiful wrap 
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The 
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is 

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle • South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

$658,000  MLS #785486
441 Lande • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

$433,000  MLS #789027
83 Highland • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Incredible views from this Mountain property! Varied 
topography with mature Fir, Aspen, Pine and Pinion trees. 

This 5.02-acre property allows you several building sites 
to choose from. Paved roads located in gated Bear Creek 
subdivision. This property gives you great sun exposure 
with access to the forest service and a common area for 

homeowners located on 20+ acres of the Rio Grande River. 
Utilities and Good Well already in place 15 GPM. Gold Medal fishing, hunting and 4 wheeling 

just moments away. Not to mention fabulous skiing at Wolf Creek Ski Resort! Bring Your 
house plans this is the perfect property to build your Dream Home! Start your Adventure! Call 

and schedule your showing today! $149,500  MLS #795402
4495 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE
Lot in great neighborhood with no HOA 

just a hop, skip and jump from the majestic 
South Fork River. This is the perfect place 
to build your dream home. Water, sewer, 

electricity and highspeed internet! Beautiful 
views and close to all the amenities the town 
of South Fork has to offer. Moments from the 

South Fork River as well as the mighty Rio 
Grande, World class fishing, hunting, hiking, snowmobiling, 4 wheeling and 
all things outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today! 

Price can’t be beat! $29,900  MLS#796452
63 Rivercrest Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

JUST LISTED!

2,023 Sq. Ft. Mountain Oasis Home with Charm and Elegance in Lo Lomita 
at South Fork Ranches. This 3-bedroom 2 bath home with attached 675 Sq. 

Ft. 2 car garage is magical! Home is adjacent to BML Land & National Forest 
with amazing mountain views of Del Norte Peak, Beaver Mountain and Aqua 
Ramon from the front porch and additional large wrap around rear deck with 

concrete pad and hook up ready for your own personal hot tub. Open floor 
plan with kitchen, dining and living area beautifully hand troweled on walls 

with cathedral ceilings, wood floor, large bay windows, wood burning stove, propane rock fireplace, radiant 
floor heating and propane on demand water system. This home has three heat sources to keep you warm and 

comfortable all winter long. Master bedroom has large his & her master walk-in closets and patio door leading 
out to the back deck. Perfect place to enjoy your hot morning cup of coffee. The master bath has a beautiful large 
walk-in title shower and dual sinks. There are two additional nice size guest bedrooms for your company to stay 

and enjoy. The kitchen overlooks the living area with large eat in counter and plenty of counter space and lots 
of built-in cabinets. There is a butler pantry for extra storage that features a beautiful, frosted glass door. This is 
an outstanding property with abundant wildlife surrounded by national forest and BML land and close to the 

mighty Rio Grande River, Wolf Creek Ski area and the Rio Grande Golf Resort. There is numerous hiking, four 
wheeling, mountain biking trails in the area for you to have fun and explore! Don’t miss this opportunity! Start 

your adventure! call/text me and schedule your personal showing today. Price $669,500  MLS #796518

115 La Lomita Circle • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Beautiful 1,728 Sq. Ft. Mountain Home property, 3 beds, 2 baths with additional large lot. Welcoming 
entrance with closed in front porch. Beautiful Kitchen with matching appliances and custom-made 
cabinets with soft close draws that include spice rack and corner round with plenty of storage for all 

your cooking entertainment needs. Dining area just off the kitchen and living room area with propane 
stove and beautiful brick fireplace with wood burning stove in living area. Perfect place with beautiful 

views to curl up enjoy the fire and devour a good book. This home has three heat sources to keep 
you cozy and warm all winter long. Off back side of the kitchen is a bright sunroom currently being 
used for a wonderful craft room with large sliding door looking out to the back deck with stunning 

views of trees and mountains perfect for bird watching with the many varieties of birds that visit this area. Downstairs Mater/Guest bedroom 
with large closet and cozy picture window seat for bird watching. Wonderful place to just sit with your morning cup of coffee, relax and enjoy. 

Off the sunroom is door to large 2 car garage with huge work bench and cabinets for all your tools and woodworking needs. Upstairs you 
have an additional bath and two guest bedrooms with large windows where you feel as if you are sleeping amongst the beautiful pine trees. 
Off the Sunroom and out the back garage door awaits a wonderful deck to the back yard with a gas grill hooked up to propane for grilling 

and entertaining friends and family. Out back you will be charmed by the little fly shop with electricity and all its storage amenities with extra 
shelving. There’s an additional shed which is used and perfect for wood storage. This home is one you must see! Located in Ponderosa Country 
Estates with no HOA, paved roads and Town of South Fork water and sewer system. You will love visiting with the abundant wildlife that visits 
this neighborhood, moments from the Rio Grande River, Rio Grande Golf Club, Wolf Creek ski area and everything outdoors! Don’t let this 

one pass you by! Won’t last! Call me and schedule your personal showing today! $585,000  MLS #796641

484 Conifer Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a fun place for 
family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the trees and backs up to the 

National Forest. The majestic South Fork River and Mighty Rio Grande with world class 
fishing is just a short walk from the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, 

dining and living area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log 
cathedral ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living area with cus-
tom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all your entertaining. Kitchen 
has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink and beautiful custom stained-glass 
door. The Detailed Check Boxes include radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. Light 

Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain 
views. Master bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking 

antique tub. Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional 
sleeping area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with 
large workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bunga-
low above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 

pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods and 
easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportunity! This 

property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. Start your 
dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960

37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Charming D-Log 1,807 sq ft 2-bedroom 2 bath mountain home with 
attached garage and circular drive. Your perfect get away or full-time res-
idence located in the well sought-after neighborhood, Ponderosa Estates. 

This home has a large Master/Guest room upstairs with full bath that 
could easily be use for large family rec room or used as a bunk room with 
plenty of sleeping space for guest if so desired. You have lots of options! 

There is an additional room upstairs you can use for craft/hobby room or small home office. Top of 
the stairs landing is adorable sitting area that would make the perfect spot for a relaxing reading nook 
to enjoy a good book. This home has an open floor plan with eat in kitchen and large living room area 
with wood burning stove that will keep you cozy and warm all winter long. Kitchen door leads out to 
a nice back deck with large yard and beautiful views of the mountains. Perfect for that first hot cup of 
coffee in the mornings. Downstair bedroom off the kitchen area has been used as the main bedroom 
with hallway bath and located on the main floor. This residence is close to town and only moments 

away from the Rio Grande River, Golf Club, and 20 minutes from Wolf Creek ski area. Off your front 
deck is a wonderful place for viewing all the mule deer and wild turkeys that frequent this neigh-

borhood! No active HOA and in an area that does allow short term rentals. Close to skiing, fishing, 
hiking, four wheeling, hunting and everything outdoors. Start Your Adventure! Call and schedule your 

showing today! $450,000  MLS #797758
298 Aspen Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!
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www.centurypa.com/senior-living/bridge-alamosa/

3407 Carroll Street

Alamosa

719-587-3514

THANKS FOR VOTING US
Best Assisted Living Center

“We Love Our Life!”

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL THE BEST HOSPITAL IN THE SAN 

LUIS VALLEY FOR TWO YEARS IN A ROW!

Thank you for
Voting for us!



Page 3Wednesday, October 26, 2022 Best of the San Luis Valley

 Best Mexican Restaurant

1019 6th Street • Alamosa • 719-937-2292

Thank 

You 
for 

Voting 

for us!

Please 
come 
and 

join us.

VALLEY– More than 1,000 people 
cast more than 10,000 votes in the second 
annual “Best of the San Luis Val-
ley” contest sponsored by the 
Valley Courier and Valley 
Publishing’s six weekly 
newspapers. Nominees 
and voters from across 
the SLV were repre-
sented.

Exclusive on-
line voting began 
on Sept. 14 and con-
cluded on Oct. 9. A 
new nomination stage 
preceded voting this year, 
collecting nearly 600 nomina-
tions from across the valley in 120 
categories.

The winners by category will be shared 
online today as well as in the columns to 
follow, declaring the “Best of the Best.” 
Several SLV businesses dominating vot-
ing by winning in more than one category. 

Winners in four categories included 
Creede Repertory Theatre and Garcia 

Auto Sales and Service. CRT was 
voted tops in theatre, fam-

ily entertainment, festival 
and place to take out of 

town guests. Gar-
cia’s won for auto 

repair, oil change, 
tire shop and place 
to buy a used car.

Triple winners in-
cluded San Luis Val-

ley Federal Bank, Mon-
te Vista Co-op, Lucky 

Bamboo, My Brothers 
Place and Windsor Hotel/1874 

Food Truck.
Earning honors in two categories were 

City Market, Delmar CarpetOne, Kristi 
Mountain Sports and Big John’s Furniture.

Absolute Shine in Monte Vista collected 
the most votes of all nominees with 149.

Here are the results:

Winners announced in second 
annual ‘Best of the SLV’ Best Equipment and Service

MV Coop
Best Farm Sprinkler Service
Waterworks Irrigation, Inc.
Best Fertilizer & Pesticide

Monte Vista Coop
Best Meat Processor

Valley Meat Market 
Wholesale
Best Potato Warehouse

Worley & McCullough Inc
Best Seed Company

MV Coop

Best Art Gallery
Quiller Gallery

Best Attraction
Sand Dunes Recreation
Best Family Entertainment
Creede Repertory Theatre

Best Festival
Creede Repertory Theatre

Best Local Event
Alamosa Round-UP
Best Movie Theater/ Drive-

in
Star Drive In Theatre

Best Museum
Creede Mining Museum

Best Musician
Low Key

Best Outdoor Event
Summerfest on the Rio

Best Place to Take Out of 
Town Guest

Creede Repertory Theatre
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507 State Ave  •  Alamosa • (719) 937-2535

THANKS!
For choosing us as 

your favorite
Asian Restaurant

We appreciate the business!

Wholesale, Retail 
and Grocery 

Thank You!

808 West Ave • Alamosa • (719) 589-6328

Courtesy photo

Opening on Thursday, Aug. 20, 2021, Lucky Bamboo’s staff were greeted by a standing 

room only crowd and line outside in downtown Alamosa. Owners are Ivan and Judy 

Thong, former owners of the former May Wa restaurant.

Lucky Bamboo wins three categories
Best Places for Kid’s 

Birthday Party
Sand Dunes Recreation
Best Staycation Location

Sand Dunes Recreation
Best Theatre

Creede Repertory Theatre

Best Asian Restaurant

Lucky Bamboo
Best Bakery

Tumbleweed Bread
Best Barbecue Restaurant

Woody’s Q Shack
Best Bartender (name & 

place)
Juliette Ambler, 1874 

Tasting Room, Windsor 
Hotel

Best Beer Selection
Square Peg Brewerks

Best Breakfast
Campus Cafe

Best Brunch
Locavores

Best Catering
Gosar Natural Foods

Best Chinese Restaurant
Lucky Bamboo

Best Coffee House
Blessed Brews Coffee Shop

Best Food Truck
1874 Food Truck

Best Green Chile
Nino’s Mexican Family 

Restaurant
Best Hamburger

Rubi Slipper



Page 5Wednesday, October 26, 2022 Best of the San Luis Valley

In-House Financing (on Select Vehicles) 4

Oil Changes 4  Tires 4  Auto Service 4     

We can find You the Perfect Vehicle on request

TRUCKS AND CARS
AT GREAT PRICES

1591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-2777 • garciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

Thank You For Voting Us Number One In...
 Best Auto 

Repair
Best Oil 
Change

Best Tire 
Shop

Best Place to Buy a New/ Used Car
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www.RockyMountainEyeCenter.com
2509 Main Street • Alamosa • (719) 589-0825

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8 am – 5 pm

Dr. Brandon Tibbits

Thank You for
Voting
for Us!

Thank you voting us #1 
Construction Company
Van Iwaarden Builders, Inc.

725 Bell Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-4224

www.vaniwaardenbuilders.com

Courtesy photo

Garcia Auto won four categories in the 2022 Best of the SLV contest: Auto Repair, Oil 

Changes, Tire Shop and Best Place to Buy a New/ Used Car. Pictured are Garcia Auto 

staff,  Jonathan, Aaron, Erika, Elias, and Eslin. Not pictured: Paul Pena.  

Garcia Auto wins best in four categories
Best Happy Hour

San Luis Valley Brewing 
Company

Best Italian Restaurant
My Brothers Place

Best Kid-Friendly 
Restaurant

Chili’s Grill & Bar
Best Margarita

Nino’s Del Sol LLC
Best Mexican Restaurant

Lindo Jalisco
Best Pizza

My Brothers Place
Best Romantic Restaurant

Quincy’s Steak & Spirits
Best Sports Bar

Carthers Roadhouse
Best Steakhouse

Quincy’s

Best Tacos
Mi Taquito

Best Thai/Vietnamese 
Restaurant

Lucky Bamboo

Best Assisted Living Facility
The Bridge

Best Chiropractor
Aaron L. Polzin, DC

Best Clinic
SLV Health Stuart Ave Clinic

Best Dentist
Valley Smiles

Best Eye Clinic
Rocky Mountain Eye Center

Best Hospital
Rio Grande Hospital
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THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

number 1 electrician

Founded 
in 1966, 
Creede 
Reper-
tory Theatre 
(CRT) is a 
professional 
theatre 
company 
in historic 
Creede, 
Colo. CRT 
produces six 
plays in ro-
tating rep-
ertory, hosts 
concerts, de-
velops new 
works and 
provides 
dynamic 
educational 
programs. 
CRT is 
committed 
to creating 
a culture of 
belonging. 

CRT wins four awards
Best In-Home Care for 
Advanced Age Service

Visiting Angels
Best Massage Therapist

Cicada Therapy LLC.
Best Orthodontist

Sweet Tooth
Best Pharmacy

City Market
Best Physician

Tripi Carissa J DO

Best Accounting Firm
Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc.

Best Architect/Engineer 
Service

Spencer Architecture Studio
Best Attorney/ Lawyer

Larson Law Firm, PC

Best ATV/ Motorcycle Shop

Outdoor Depot LLC.
Best Auto Body Repair

Absolute Shine Auto Body
Best Auto Parts/Safety 

Equipment
NAPA Auto Parts - Haynie’s Inc

Best Auto Repair
Garcia Auto

Best Bank
San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Best Barber
Stretchs Barbershop

Best Bookkeeper/Tax 
Service

Lisha Rogers
Best Car Rental Service

Alamosa Car Rentals
Best Carpet Cleaning

MGM
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www.outdoordepot.biz

0168  Four Seasons Dr. • South Fork • 719-873-1060

• SALES

Thank You San Luis Valley 
for your support and votes!

• SERVICE 
• SOUVENIR STORE



Page 9Wednesday, October 26, 2022 Best of the San Luis Valley



Wednesday, October 26, 2022Page 10 Best of the San Luis Valley

719-937-3400

Thank You
San Luis Valleys 
Best Car Rentals

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR VOTES!

You have made us your #1 choice for 
carpet cleaning!

Marion Malouff 
P.O. Box 391

Alamosa

719-580-5610

1155 7th Street

Alamosa

719-589-5660

www.northrivergreenhouse.com

THANK YOU!
For Voting Us Best 
Landscaper and 
Best Garden and 

Nursery Store.
See Us for Fall & Holiday 
Plants and Decorations.

File photo

The staff at Monte Vista’s Absolute Shine are pictured after winning Best Auto Body Shop 

in the Best of the SLV; Phinel Garcia, Corey Carcia, Jodi Garcia, Cobi Garcia, Darrius Gar-

cia, Donald Romero, Jose Sarinana, Samuel Sarinana, Gabino Fuentes, Martin Ambrosio 

and James David. Absolute Shine earned the most votes of any nominee with 149 votes.

Best auto body shop 
to Absolute Shine

“Our sincere thanks 
for voting us the 
‘best of the best’ 

warehouse in the 
valley. We are proud 

to provide jobs for the 
San Luis Valley.”

Worley & 
McCullough, 

Inc. Staff

2471 East CR 7 North

Monte Vista

719-852-5136
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Flowers, Food, 
Gifts & More

540 Grand Ave.
Del Norte

719-657-9024

Best Florist We’re Moving!
We are moving to 721 Main 

Street, Alamosa
The last day at our current location 

will be November 21
Watch for our Grand Opening!

2431 Main - Alamosa

(719-206-3366)

Thanks for 

the votes!

Century Property 
Management Sales LLC

Alamosa • 589-5744

www. alamosarentals .com

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
For all your rental needs please call  

719-589-5744 or stop by 
823 Main St. - Alamosa, CO 81101

www.coolsunshinervpark.com

1055 7th Street
Alamosa

719-992-9105

Thanks!
For Voting Us
Best RV Park

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT AND LOYALTY

www.schradersglass.com
719-580-8479 • 1424 21st St. • Alamosa

Best
GLASS SHOP

The San Luis Valley Brewing Co. 

would like to extend a big 

Thank You 
for voting us 

The Best Place for 

Happy Hour!

631 Main St. 

- Alamosa - 

(719-587-2337)

THANK YOU !
For voting Carissa Tripi D.O. as 

Best Physician 
& 

SLV Health Stuart Ave. Clinic (Best Clinic)

451 Santa Fe • Alamosa
(719) 589-9031

www.sfalamosa.com

Torben Walters
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Thank You!

(719) 589-5811
185 Broadway Ave.

Alamosa

Thank You!
www.VisitingAngels.com

Call us today for a free in home 

assessment 970-264-5991

Proudly serving the San Luis Valley and our Honored Veterans

Keeping seniors 
independent at home. 

Americas’ Choice in Homecare

Thank You for Voting Us the 
Best Home Care Provider!

2431 Main Street Suite 13 • Alamosa

 Thank You
Best Nail Salon

Best Commercial Real Estate
Schulz Realty

Best Computer/IT Service
Netelligence

Best Construction 
Company

Van Iwaarden Builders, Inc.
Best Electrician

Valley Electric INC.
Best Financial Institution

San Luis Valley Federal Bank
Best Financial Planning

Edward Jones - Financial 
Advisor: Loren M Wright

Best Hair Salon
Vip Salon & Spa
Best Heating & Air Company
Husmann Plumbing

Best Home and Auto Glass
Schrader’s Glass

Best Hotel
The Windsor Hotel

Best Insurance Agency
Torben Walters-Farmers 

Insurance
Best Internet Provider

SLV Rec/Ciello
Best Landscaper

North River Greenhouse & 
Landscaping

Best Lawn and Sprinkler 
Repair

Holman Landscape & 
Irrigation

Best Local Non-Profit
SLV Animal Center - Dumb 

Friends League
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“Community Committed,
Agriculturally Driven”

719-852-5181
www.mvcoop.com

1901 E Hwy 160
Monte Vista, Colorado

Bring Your 

Own Food from 

Anywhere!

Honored to be Voted

‘BEST BEER SELECTION’

FORMERLY SQUARE PEG BREWERKS

www.SpareKeg.com

625 Main 719-580-7472 Alamosa

Proud to be Voted the Valley’s

BEST BARBEQUE
703 Main Street

Alamosa
719-937-2523

woodysqshack.com

Best Mortgage/Home Loan 
Provider

San Luis Valley Federal Bank
Best Nail Salon

Simply Elegant Salon
Best Oil Change

Garcia Auto Sales
Best Pet Boarding/

Grooming
All-4-Paws, LLC

Best Photographer
Kim Marquez

Best Plumber
Vendola
Best Property Management 

Company
Century Property 

Management & Sales
Best Real Estate Agency

Exit Silver Thread Realty

Best Tanning Salon/ Spa
Seaside Tan
Best Tattoo/ Piercing Studio

Ink Pusher
Best Tire Shop

Garcia Auto Sales
Best Towing and Roadside 

Assistance
ACE Towing

Best Veterinarian
Alpine Veterinary Hospital

Best Antique/ Novelty Store
Treasure Alley

Best Appliance Store

Altitude Appliances
Best Bicycle Shop

Kristi Mountain Sports, LLC 
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Del Mar Carpet One
Floor & Home

621 Main St • 719-625-3100 • Alamosa

Voted 1st 
as Alamosa’s 

FINEST FLOORING STORE
AND BUILDING SUPPLY

“Come check out our new location”

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Thank You for Your Support

719-587-0091 •402 Edison Ave • Alamosa
Loren Wright

30330 US 160 • South Fork 
719.873.3948 • www.exitsilverthreadrealty.com Brittany Hathorn

Our mission is to go above and beyond, providing exceptional customer service 
while building lasting relationships. We strive to always sell your property in 
the least amount of time and at the top of the market value, and we are fully 

committed to learning what you consider to be a perfect property or home FIRST 
and then finding it for you. Together, we’ll work to make your dream a reality!

Proudly serving South Fork, San Luis Valley, Creede, and Pagosa Springs.

EXIT Silver Thread Realty is helping 
people buy and sell homes all over the 

San Luis Valley. Whether you’re looking 
to sell your home, farm and ranch, or 
commercial space, we will guide you 

through the real estate process.

719-992-8288 • 38 Washington St. • Monte Vista

Thank you 
for your 

votes and 
support

Best Photographer

Repeat 
Winner!

BEST AUTO 
PARTS STORE

Haynie’s Auto • 2807 Adcock Blvd. • Alamosa • 589-2591
Haynie’s Auto • 1080 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista • 852-0711

Haynie’s Auto • 651 Torres • Center • 754-2766

(720)695-1372  • 418 State Ave.  • Alamosa
sweetgrasstherapeutics.com

sw ee tgr ass
t her apeutics

Yoga 
Studio

Professional 
Counseling

thank you!

Best Books Store
Narrow Gauge Book 

Cooperative
Best Boutique

The Finery Boutique
Best Building Supplier

Del Mar Carpet One
Best Dispensary/Smoke 

Shop
Green World

Best Flooring/ Carpet Store
Del Mar Carpet One Floor & 

Home
Best Florist

Almost Home Flowers & 
More

Best Garden/Nursery Store
North River Greenhouse

Best Grocery Store
City Market

Best Hobby / Gift Store
Hobby Town
Best Home Furnishing Store
Big John’s Furniture 

Warehouse
Best Liquor Store

Chief Liquor Inc
Best Local Food Producers

Tumbleweed Bread LLC.

Best Mattress Store
Big John’s Furniture 

Warehouse
Best Outdoor Outfitters

Kristi Mountain Sports, LLC 
Best Place to Buy a New/ 

Used Car
Garcia Auto
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12 Washington st.
Monte Vista

(719) 852-8987

thank You sLV for 
Your support!

Thank You SLV
for Voting Us the

“Best Burger”

Also, well known for our 
variety of menu, desserts 

and our selection of beers.
506 State Avenue

Alamosa
719-589-2641

Our selection 
of burgers will 

shock you!

Courtesy photo

Monte Vista Co-op won three agricultural categories in the 2022 “Best of the SLV” con-

test; equipment and service, seed company and fertilizer and pesticide. There sprawling 

headquarters just outside town are shown.

Co-op wins three awards
Best Thrift Store

Nazarene Thrift Store
Best Bowling Alley

Juanitos Family Bowling Center

Best Golf Course
Cattails Golf Course
Best Gym/Health & Fitness 

Club
SLV Sports & Wellness

Best RV Park
Cool Sunshine RV Park, LLC

Best Ski & Snowboard Shop
Kristi Mountain Sports, LLC - 

Alamosa
Best Swimming Pool/

Waterpark
Sand Dunes Recreation

Best Yoga Studio
Sweetgrass Therapeutics
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131  Market  St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2492

THANK YOU  
San Luis Valley for voting us 

BEST GROCERY STORE
& BEST PHARMACY

City Market managers pose with the store’s outdoor pumpkin display as Halloween gets closer. Shown are, front from 

left, Maria Lucero, front end manager, Tania Filio, grocery manager, Destinee McBride, pick-up manager, Marita 

Prieto, pharmacy manager; back, Whitney Smith, bakery manager, Fred Garcia, produce manager, Paula Berry, 

general merchandise manager, Rachel Hart, store manager, and Corey DeHerrera, meat department manager.
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