Shorts

Community
Thanksgiving
dinner is Nov. 19

CREEDE — The Creede
Community Thanksgiving dinner
willbeheld at5:30 p.m.on Saturday,
Nov. 19, at the Underground
Community Center. Turkey, ham,
potatoes, gravy, dressing and rolls
will be served. Please bring a large
side dish or dessert to share. To-go
boxes will be available after.

Flu clinic Nov. 18
at Del Norte Annex
Building

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande
County Public Health in partnership
with Rio Grande Hospital will have
a flu clinic from 9 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. on Nov. 18 at the Del Norte

Annex Building. No appointment
is needed.

Flu and COVID
vaccines available
at Alamosa County
Public Health

ALAMOSA — AlamosaCounty
Public Health Department has flu
vaccine for all ages of the general
public,both insured and uninsured.

It is recommended that all
persons ages 6 months and over get
an annual flu vaccine, preferably
in the fall. Walk-in vaccine clinic
is every Tuesday afternoon 1 to
4:30 p.m..

COVID vaccines are available
by walk-in Fridays from 8:30 a.m.
to noon.

Please call Alamosa County
Public Health Department at 719-
589-6639 for more information.

Holiday Bake Sale

and Bazaar Nov. 11

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa
Christian Reformed Church will be
having its Holiday Bake Sale and
Bazaar a week earlier this year. It
will be on Friday, Nov. 11, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, Nov.
12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cinnamonrolls, coffee and cider
will be served, and there will be
a wide assortment of gift items
for Christmas and baked goods to
freeze for Thanksgiving.

The bazaar will be held in the
Waverly Youth and Community
Center, 1836 County Road 10
South, in Alamosa County. For
directions or information,call 719-
589-2072 or 719-589-2001.
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Voters recall Sargent School District Trustee Mitchell

STAFF REPORT

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — Voters appear
to have recalled Sargent School District Trustee
GinaMitchell based on Tuesday night’s unofficial
General Election results.

By nearly a 3-1 margin (338-113), voters were
in favor of recalling Mitchell from her seat on
the school board.

Eric Stephens Pfannenstiel ran unopposed on
the ballot to replace Mitchell if she was recalled.

The recall began after Mitchell was censured,
3-0, by the school on April 25, following an
investigation into allegations of abuse of power
by the trustee.

Rio Grande County only featured uncontested
races for its county seats.

TylerRatzlaff was elected county commissioner
for district 2, Cindy Hill was elected clerk and

recorder, Rhonda (Simpson) Richardson was
elected treasurer, J.J. Mondragon was elected
assessor, Anne M. Robinson was elected sheriff
and Stephen Hunzeker was elected coroner.

In other elections of note, Rio Grande
County voters favored incumbent U.S. House
Representative Lauren Boebert to represent Dist.
3 over Adam Frisch; Republican Anne Kelly by
more than a 2-1 margin over Democrat Robert
Willett in the 12th Judicial District Attorney
election; and Republican Carol Riggenbach over
Democrat Matthew Martinez,2,859-1,998,inthe

Please see VOTERS on Page 6A

Mineral County Clerk Eryn Wintz and three
judges worked through the evening Tuesday

processing ballots from the General Election.
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By PATRICK SHEA

Western San Luis Valley Resiliency
and Recovery Roadmaps reviewed

Xcel Energy
to conduct

MONTE VISTA — As soon as officials
announced the 16 Colorado teams for the state’s
Rural Resiliency and Recovery Roadmap in mid-
2021, a coalition of government officials and
economic developers in Center, Saguache, La
Jara, and Del Norte began laying the groundwork
immediately.

Meeting at the Ski Hi Complex in Monte Vista
onNov.2,the group represents four municipalities,
Saguache County, the SLV Housing Coalition,
Action Lab 360 (Governor’s Office), economic
development, and the Center School District.

The Colorado Department of Local Affairs
(DOLA) and the Colorado Office of Economic
Development and International Trade (OEDIT)
run and fund the statewide resiliency and recovery
program with local legwork. Scattered throughout
rural Colorado, local business owners and
municipal administrators represent 169 different
communities.

Center Town Manager Brian Lujan leads the
Western San Luis Valley Resiliency and Recovery
team. Lujan kicked off the meeting at Ski Hi and
facilitated presentations from DOLA and other
partners.

Fulfilling his role as the Regional Resiliency
and Recovery Project Manager for DOLA, James
Russell recapped 14 months of groundwork and

Please see ROADMAPS on Page 6A
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power line
inspections
in the Valley

CONTRIBUTED

DENVER — Xcel Energy will
conduct helicopter inspections and
patrols of distribution lines near
the communities of Alamosa, Fort

Photos by Patrick Shea
Center Town Manager Brian Lujan leads the Western
San Luis Valley Roadmap team and ran the meeting
at the Ski Hi Complex in Monte Vista on Nov. 2.

Garland, Del Norte and Saguache.
These flights will gather imagery to
support ongoing wildfire protection
efforts in the area, according to Xcel
Energy officials.

Thehelicopterflights were scheduled

James Russell, the Regional Resiliency and Recovery
Project Manager representing the Department
of Local Affairs (DOLA), recapped 14 months of
groundwork and planning for development.

crate of Colprado Regianal Resionc
ang Recovery Roadmaps Program

to begin Monday, Nov. 7. Weather
permitting, the flights will take place
over the next two weeks.

Residents may see and hear the
helicopter for extended periods of time
as it hovers or flies over areas. There
will not be any other customer service
impacts or road closures.

Xcel Energy willusethe aerial survey
data gathered during these flights to
create detailed maps that support
risk analyses, modeling, resilience,
recovery and planning for wildfires.

To learn more Visit
xcelenergywildfireprotection.com

Author recounts research and writing from Costilla County

By PATRICK SHEA

ALAMOSA — Withinaweek of his
newly published immersion journalism
book, author Ted Conover met with
engaged crowds at Milagros Coffee
House in Alamosa and again on Nov.
7 at Leon Memorial Hall on the Adams
State University campus.

The empty auditorium started filling
up45 minutes before Conover provided
background for hisreporting on off-grid
living in Costilla County. People stood
in the back and filled all the seats as
Interim ASU President David Tandberg
introduced Conover.

“CheapLand Colorado: Off-gridders
at America’s Edge” tells the story of
a Denver Public Schools graduate
who lives in New York City but

felt compelled to explore the off-
grid society, ultimately in Costilla
County. Conover teaches at New
York University’s Arthur L. Carter
Journalism Institute. In addition to
publishing “Immersion: A writer’s
Guide to Going Deep,” his other five
books also entailed living deep,not just
researching deep.

In 1984, for example, he devoted
a year living the life captured in his
book’stitle,* Rolling Nowhere: Riding
the Rails with America’s Hoboes.”
For “Newjack: Guarding Sing Sing,”
he completed all the training and then
spent a year as a prison guard.

Startingin2017,Conovervolunteered

for La Puente under the guidance of
Please see AUTHOR on Page 2A

Photo by Patrick Shea
Journalist Ted Conover (left) discussed his newest book at Leon Memorial
Hall on Nov. 7.
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George Rudy Herrera was
bornon Nov. 17,1950, in Monte
Vista, Colo.

He is survived by his loving
wife, Maryann Herrera, of 56
years and their five children,
RudolphHerrera,Denise Herrera,
Marcie Herrera, Georgina
Herrera, and Margarite Herrera;
his siblings, Susan Aguilar,
Anthony Herrera and Johnny
Herrera; and many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

He was preceded indeath by his
father Anselmo Herrera, mother
Stephanie Herrera, brother Louis
Herrera and grandson Toby
Lesardo Herrera.

Rudy loved spending time
with his family, especially his

chance he had.

will be very missed.

George Rudy Herrera

grandchildren. Eachand every one of them were personally nicknamed by him.
He loved playing his guitar and singing his oldies music without
a care in the world. He’d put on a show for his grandchildren every

He will always be our King of Rock ‘N’ Roll. He is very loved and

A U T H O R Continued from Page 1A

experienced staff who were familiar
with the off-grid “flats.” Conover
ultimately purchased a trailer and
property with a well in the flats region
of the county.According to Conover,97
percent of Costilla County is privately
owned.

Before visiting the flats, La Puente
drivers routinely load firewood in their
trucks and navigate rough roads. They
meet with the people who are inclined
to meet with them, and they offer
wood and information about services.
After five-plus years volunteering and
cooperating with neighbors, Conover

cultivated relationships for interviews,
primarily in the immediate vicinity of
his land.

Conover said the off-grid movement
inthe county “reminded me of the early
homesteaders, who were also trying to
make it in difficult conditions.” For his
own experience, Conover praised his
heavy-duty sleeping bag, but he faced
other problems when the thermometer
registered minus-7 degrees. The doorto
his trailer was frozen shut, and he was
trapped inside.

“I realized I was at the bottom of a
very long learning curve,” Conover

The audience started filling Leon Memorial
Hall at Adams State University 45 minutes
before journalist Ted Conover presented his
new book about off-grid living in Costilla
County,““Cheap Land Colorado: Off-gridders
at America’s Edge.”

said.

With his immersion
method, the author said he
has learned from tramps on
trains, old jailers in prison,
and others with expertise
because he likes to “put
myself in a position to really
know what’s going on.”

Although he’s notanative
of the Valley, Conover’s
reporting and the way he
fielded tougher questions
from the crowd revealed a
sensitivity for nuance and
humility. He said, “T have
nodoubtthatI’ve missed the

Your NIGHT SKY

By DARLENE DANKO - J

Leonid Meteor
shower

This time it’s the Leonid Meteor
Shower that runs from Nov. 6-30 and
peaks on the 18", Since the full moon
was on the 8", and the new moon will
be on the 23, they should be fine.

The thing about the Leonid’s is that
they hitour atmosphere at44 miles per
second. So, they produce more fireballs
than any other meteor shower. They
appear to radiate from Leo the Lion.
In the early morning it will be in the
east, so that’s where to look for them.
Look out an eastern window by 5 a.m.

Some constellations to the lower
left of Cassiopeia and Perseus are now
becoming visible. The highest one just
tothe leftof Perseus is Camelopardalis.
It’s arelatively faintconstellation with
eight stars that represent a giraffe, but
its Latin name means leopard camel.

Its long neck can be visualized as
stretching from the Milky Way to Ursa
Major and Draco the Dragon. The
reason it’s so dim is because it lies a
greatdistance fromus.Thetwobrightest

mark with certain people.”

One audience member praised
Conover s ability to ask tough questions
and get honest answers. How did he
do it? The book includes details about
real people, folks who agreed to be
interviewed.

“It’s not a straight line,” Conover
explained, attempting to describe
his approach. “But I feel like I've
been entrusted with something very
precious.”

Another audience member asked
how he felt as an outsider when he
writes his books. When school districts
experimented with busing during
Conover’s days at George Washington
High School in Denver, he then rode
the bus from the predominately white
school to Manual High School where
he was among the minority. As an
adolescent, he learned how to learn
and adapttodifferentsocial conditions.

Forhis writing process,Conoversaid
he doesn’t start writing until he reviews
allhisnotes and completes hisresearch.
Hesaid hisnotesareextensive,claiming
that all his note-taking for this book
exceeded the maximum document size
for a single Google doc.

“T always take more notes than I can
use,” Conover explained.

SAGUACHE COUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The
following information was provided
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office for the period between Oct.
31 and Nov. 6, 2022.

Staff patrolled Saguache seven
times, handled one theft, one
case of trespassing, three reports
of suspicious activity, criminal

mischief, and an intoxicated
person. They responded to a
protection order violation, a civil
dispute, a Safe2Tell call, assault,
and a weapons offense.

In addition to monitoring five
controlled burns, officers conducted
one search and rescue operation and
two welfare checks, assisted with

four ambulance rides, provided
information,and responded to alarms
and locked-out residents.

On the roads, staff made 10 traffic
stops,dealt with an abandoned vehicle
near Moffat, a property-damaging
crash, and a hit-and-run in Crestone.
They also issued three speeding
tickets.

stars are Alpha Camelopardalis and
Beta Camelopardalis. Beta is the
brightest one and is a yellow super
giant 1,000 light years fromus. Alpha
isthe second-brightestone andis ablue
supergiant 3,000 Ly away.

To find Camelopardalis, look for
Polaris the North Star and then look
to the right for Perseus in front of the
Milky Way below Cassiopeia. This
constellation is spread out between
them 2 hands high and 2 hands wide.
It’s the camel’s body with no head
or legs. With binoculars you should
see NGC 1502 which is a small
open star cluster in the middle of the
constellation. It contains 45 stars and
is 3,100 LY away which is why you
need optical aid to see it.

Below Camelopardalisis Aurigathe
Charioteer. When looking at it, 2/3 of
it sits in front of the Milky Way. It has
7 stars with Capella at its upper left
being the brightest. Since it’s the 6™
brightest star in our sky, it will easily
help you find Auriga which is also 2
hands high and 2 hands wide.

Capella represents the mother goat
that the charioteer carries on his back

along with her three kids. The reason
it’s so bright is because she’s only 42
Ly from us. It’s a binary system with
twin yellow giants that orbiteach other
in 104 days. They’re too close to each
other for us to see them as two stars.

Epsilon Auriga is its northern most
star on the left and is an eclipsing
binary that lasts for 1 year out of 27.
This supergiant is orbited by a dark
partner, which is why it becomes dim
forafull year. Thelasteclipse beganin
2009, so we won’thave to worry about
it for a while. With binoculars you’ll
also see 3 open clusters on Auriga’s
right side in front of the Milky Way.
M 38 is the highest, with M 36 below
it and M 37 below that one.

My favorite constellation Orion the
Hunter is now coming up midevening
in the east. Now that daylight savings
time is over, the sky gets dark earlier.

Photos by Patrick Shea
Adams State University Interim
President David Tandberg (right)
introduces author Ted Conover
before a full house at Leon
Memorial Hall on Nov. 7.
Following the discussion, Interim
President Tandberg invited everyone
to his house across the street where
several stacks of complimentary copies
of Conover’sbook shrank fastas the line
forautographs grew and horsd’oeuvres
disappeared.

VALI3Theater

719-628-2015
139 Adams * Nionte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

r START TODAY
WWW. slvfed bank

é San Luis Valley Federal Bank

COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS

Spend more time together.
Open your account online today!

Full & Part-Time/Holiday Positions:

ALL POSITIONS OFFER SKIING PRIVILEGES
& A STARTING WAGE OF $18/HOUR

-Lift Department
-Food & Beverage
-Base Operations
-Ski School
-Guest Services
-Retail

-Ticket Office
-Vehicle Maintenance

Applications at
WolfCreekSki.com/employment

Send applications and resumes to:
WolfCreekSki@WolfCreekSki.com
P.O. Box 2800
Pagosa Springs, CO 81147

WOLF CREEK
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OprINION & EDITORIAL

Red or blue,

it’s up

By the time you read this, the
votes should have all been counted
and tallied and we can, at least,
watch a little bit of television
without a political ad being blasted
into our homes.

Elections have become more of
a run of popularity of late with
candidates spending millions of
dollars on a campaign for a job
that pays a small salary. That alone
should be a warning sign to all of
us peons, but we keep sending the
same idiots to their phony bologna
jobs at capitals across this country.

OI’ Dutch long ago gave up
on the politicians to solve any
problems we have. It just seems
to me that trusting the very people
who got us into this mess to get us
outis insanity at best. I guess all of
us are just so busy trying to work
our jobs, take our kids to school,
pay the mortgage and survive that
we really cannot be bothered with
finding more qualified individuals
for these jobs. And more qualified
people have what is known as
“lives” and do not want those
political hack jobs.

MissTrixie herselfstill maintains
some crazy notion that her party of
choice will solve all the problems
in the world even though they have
failed miserably every time they
are in office. It’s always the same
whether you are red or blue as the
promises made during the runup
to the election are so inviting and
somehow believable we all fall to
their allure.

Or maybe it’s just wishful
thinking that somehow a Moses
will come along and deliver us
from the plagues of Egypt. I don’t
know. But we all know that once
they get in their jobs that special
interests and personal vendettas
take over and they do what they
want and not what they promised
all along.

I'think one of the biggest problems
with the elections as they are is they
discriminate against hunters and
fishermen due to the time of year
that the elections are held. We all
know that fall and spring are prime
times for such outdoor pursuits and
any outdoorsman or woman worth
their salt will be so caught up in
procuring game for the larder that
they won’t have time to vote. And
this plays right into some of the
political agendas out there today
as they don’t like us having guns
or killing fish.

So, it appears that the very
nature of our sport and lifestyle
will eventually cause its demise
as we don’t get to vote for people

to yo

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

who might support just such a
way of life.

Ol’ Dutch has been concerned
about just such goin’s on for quite
some time and that’s one reason I
keep Miss Trixie around. To cancel
out her vote with my vote. There is
an old saying to “keep your friends
close and your enemies closer”
and so I keep her up nice and tight
against me for just that purpose.

Well, there may be a few other
reasons including her fantastic
cooking skills but that took a
sidetrack of late as she has been
feeding me fake eggs from a carton
that tastes like — well — the
carton. I realize that is saving us
probably $0.01 per egg a day and
it’s an honest attempt on her part
to save O’ Dutch some money but
with the National Debt well over
$30 trillion dollars, now is not the
time to save a penny.

I guess whoever won this past
Tuesday I do wish them all the
best as we are in a real pickle
financially and the threats against
this Nation have never been more
pressing.

Let’sjusthope they can somehow
find it within themselves to think
of all of us instead of their own self
interests. O’ Dutch really does not
hold out much hope for that due
to past performance of the same
bunch of clowns in charge, but I
do hope that my personal situation
improves enough that Miss Trixie
will buy a dozen real eggs.

She promised to do so this
morning, but we have yet to see
if her pre-election promises will
come to fruition in the fridge.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his
Yorkie, Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or
hike daily. His email is Kevin@
TroutRepublic.com. Additional
news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

LETTERS

Make A Difference Day a success

Editor,

OurOct.22,2022,Make A Difference
Day event was a success thanks to San
Luis Valley residents, business and
community support. This day is about
compassion. Once again individuals
came together to support two worthy
causes, love for the planet and for
people.

A grand total of 66 trucks, trailers
and cars passed through the gates of the
Regional Landfill. Deposited were 212
tires and 246 cubic yards of household,
organic and construction debris.

These items will not be dumped on
our roadsides, stacked up on beautiful
scenic acreage or polluting our rivers
and lakes.

Thedonationscollected forthe Monte
VistaFood Bank were valued at $737 in
non-perishablefooditems. Thatamount
will feed 39 people for 3 days. The $801
cash donated will be used to buy special
holiday food.

Thank you, Regional Landfill Board
and Employees, foropening your hearts,
minds and gates to the community for
the 23rd year. Your donation of time,
wages and uncollectedrevenueis greatly
appreciated.

Thank you, Monte Vista Food Bank,
for your continued service to those in
need.

Thank you local grocery stores for
the donation of fresh foods. This made it
possible for the Baer family to prepare a
meal to share with the Landfill workers
and volunteers.

Thank you local newspapers and
radio stations for getting the word out
for this event.

Thank you San Luis Valley residents
for cleaning up your yards and
community. We appreciate you opening
your pantry and wallets again this year
and providing a meal for others; you
gave generously.

Thank you to the many volunteers
that gave hours of your time.

We are very proud to have celebrated
twenty three years of our event.

‘We have made a difference in our
community!
This event benefits all who

Photos courtesy of Baer family

participate.
The Baer family
Monte Vista

MYV Food Bank has specific needs for holidays

Editor,

Astheholiday seasondraws near, the
needs of the Monte Vista Emergency
Food Bank grow bigger. On average
the food bank provides meals to
500-700 people for Thanksgiving.
Christmas usually brings between
200-500 more people looking to feed
their families for the holidays.

Our food bank runs solely from the
generous donations of this wonderful
community! Individuals,businesses,
churches, clubs, and schools make
our job a little easier in helping
provide for people’s food needs.
We are still in need to provide for
the holidays.

The food bank has specific needs
for the holidays. We try and provide
everything ahousehold would need to

make an amazing holiday meal! The
following list includes most of what
we give in our special holiday bags.
We ask that all items are unopened,
and not expired.

* Turkeys (whole and/or breast)

e Ham loafs (whole or half)

* Dressing (boxed)

* Sweet potatoes or yams (canned)

¢ Cranberries (canned)

¢ Green Beans (canned)

* Pumpkin (canned)

* Evaporated milk

¢ Crushed or chucked pineapple

e Chicken broth and/or cream of

mushroom soup
e Cake or cookies mixes
e Jello (boxed)
¢ Olives
To donate, please contact Jennifer

Becker, MV Emergency Food Bank
executive director, at 719-850-2709.
You can also bring your donations
directly to the food bank during our
regular hours. We are open Tuesdays
and Fridays from 2 to4 p.m. The food
bank phone number is 719-852-4851
and we are located at 245 Washington
St.in Monte Vista. You can also find
us on Facebook or email Jennifer
directly at jbeckermvfoodbank@
gmail.com. Monetary donations are
always needed as well. Please mail
your check to PO Box 844 Monte
Vista, CO 81144.

Thank you in advance for your very
generous donations! Together we can
conquer hunger!

Jennifer Becker
Monte Vista
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STAFF REPORT

SOUTH FORK — A Rio
Grande County Sheriff’s Office
deputy and a suspected car thief
exchanged gunfire Monday
morning, Nov. 7, in a South
Fork subdivision, the RGCSO
reported.

At 10:27 a.m. a RGSCO deputy
attempted to contact a vehicle
which was reported earlier in the
day as stolen from a residence in
Rio Grande County, the RGCSO
reported. The driver attempted to
elude the deputy in the upper Alpine
subdivision east of South Fork.

Upon stopping, the driver got
out of the vehicle and shot at the
deputy, the RGCSO reported.
He then ran toward a house and
another vehicle where shots were
exchanged between the deputy
and the driver.

After being shot at least one
time, the driver was taken into
custody and received medical
care, the RGCSO reported. He
was transported to a front range
hospital for further treatment.

Authorities investigating
RGCSO deputy-involved
shooting in South Fork

The deputy sustained a minor
injury and is on administrative
leave as per protocol during the
investigation into the shooting,
the RGCSO reported.

The criminal investigation is
ongoing and detailed information
is not available for release. The
Colorado Bureau of Investigation
is assisting with the investigation.
No additional suspects are being
sought by law enforcement at
this time, the RGCSO reported.
Charges are pending.

The Rio Grande County
Sheriff’s Office thanked area
residents, South Fork Police
Department, Del Norte Police
Department, Center Police
Department, Monte Vista
Police Department, Saguache
Sheriff’s Office, Alamosa Police
Department, Alamosa Sheriff’s
Office, Colorado State Patrol, the
12th Judicial District Attorney’s
Office, Rio Grande County
Emergency Manager’s Office,
and the Colorado Bureau of
Investigation for their assistance.

SLVGO! files objection
to sale of SLRG with
bankruptcy court

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — As per
the regulatory objection period for
the purchase of the San Luis and Rio
Grande Railroad through Chapter 11
bankruptcy court, an objection has
been submitted by San Luis Valley
Great Outdoors (SLV GO!) and is
requesting a setting of a sale hearing
before anything moves forward in the
bankruptcy bid process.

SLV GO! Submitted its objection
at the beginning of November and is
awaiting final word on their objection
and request for a hearing.

In the document submitted by
the local organization it states, “San
Luis Valley Great Outdoors (SLV
GQO!) submits this objection to the
trustee’s motion to approve the sale
of substantially all of the assets of the
SLRG (“OmniTRAX Sale Motion™)
and objection of the San Luis Valley
Great Outdoors to trustee’s motion
for entry of order approving bid
procedures and buyer protections and
requesting the setting of a sale hearing,
filed by William A. Brandt Jr., as
chapter 11 trustee in the SLRG case.”

The document explained that by
sellingto OmniTRAX ,the bankruptcy
trustee would be significantly and
permanently damaging SLV GO!’s
efforts to create a trail from Huerfano
County through the San Luis Valley
and beyond that would be used for
recreational purposes and bring in
funding from tourism growth here
in the San Luis Valley.

The organization also stated that
they may have an agreement with two
other bidders that have entered the
bidding process but that the trustee
is pointedly favoring OmniTRAX,
according to the document submitted.

“San Luis Valley Great Outdoors is
an interested party in the SLRG case
because the trustee’s actions regarding
the sale of the SLRG to OmniTRAX
will significantly impede SLV
GO!’s non-profit mission in the San
Luis Valley. OmniTRAX is against

allowing trail systems within and near
its railroad easements, whereas SLV
GO! builds and manages community
trails throughout the San Luis Valley
and is committed to greatly expanding
the San Luis Valley Trail System. The
SLV GO! long-term plan for such
trail expansion necessitates SLV GO!
being granted easements within and
near the 150 miles of track which
are among the assets of SLRG,” the
organization stated.

The basis of the objection relies
heavily on the need for multi-use
recreational trails throughout the
San Luis Valley along the length of
the track included in the bankruptcy
bid. According to the document,
OmniTRAX specifically mentions
within its Public Project Manual,
dated January 2019, “Bicycle/
Pedestrian Pathways and Multi-Use
Trails, private or public parallel
bicycle/pedestrian pathways and trails
are not permitted on the OmniTRAX
Property. Bycycle/Pedestrian
pathways and trails cannot cross tracks
at grade outside of existing highway
easements... OmniTRAX will
oppose condemnation proceedings
aimed at recreational use of trackside
property.”

The line runs through the expanse
of the San Luis Valley through public
and private land and through the rails
with trails program that SLV GO! is
seeking to bring to the Valley would
allow recreational use of the trails
system along the railroad easements
regardless of whether it is on public
or private land if the trail is within
the easements of the railroad.

SLV GO! estimates in the document
that the Rails with Trails System based
on recent research could generate
an estimated $10 million in income
should the project be successful
through an agreement with the other
two bidders.

The objection may or may not be
considered in bankruptcy court as the
process moves forward.

SLYV Local Foods Coalition
listening summit is Nov. 12

CONTRIBUTED

ANTONITO — The SLV Local
Foods Coalition wants to hear from
farmworkers, ranch hands, warehouse
workers, cooks, bakers, farmers,
ranchers,processors,distributors,school
food/nutrition directors, composting,
foodbanks, and anyone involved in any
aspect of agriculture in the county.

The coalition is having a listening
summit from 9 am. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday,Nov. 12,at Chavez Southwest
Market Meeting Hall, 611 Main St.,
Antonito.

They are seeking input about what’s
working and not working now in the
ag sector, as well as ideas for a resilient
and thriving system regarding SLV

agriculture.

Breakfast,coffee,juice and water will
be provided. They are also offering $50
stipends.

To attend, RSVP at https://
slvlocalfoods.org/cfaa/#/summitorreach
outtothe projectcoordinatorJae Sanders,
if you have any questions or suggestions,
at jae slvlocalfoods@gmail.com.

opens

CONTRIBUTED

the 2022-2023 ski season.
Lifts were open from 9 a.m. to

Creek Lodge (Upper Lodge).

Nov. 6.

the Employment Page online to
application.

WOLF CREEK PASS — Anearly November
storm that dropped 20 inches of snow allowed
Wolf Creek Ski Area to open Friday, Nov. 4, for

with the Ski School, Ski and Snowboard Rentals,
Treasure Sports, Pathfinder Bar and the Wolf

The Wolf Creek Ski School did a hiring clinic
and interviews on Saturday, Nov. 5, and Sunday,

The settled base at midway was 26 inches of
all-natural snow. Snowfall year-to-date is 34
inches. As usual, with more snow and winter
conditions, more terrain and lifts will open.
Detailed information will be updated on the
website and by calling 1-800-ski-wolf.

Wolf Creek is gearing up for the upcoming
season and is taking applications for all
departments: lifts, ski school, food and beverage,
base operations, retail, ticket office and more,
Wolf Creek Ski Area officials stated. Check

The Wolf Creek Ski Area IT department works
on the new RFID gates at six of Wolf Creek Ski

Wolf Creek Ski Area
season Nov.

e

4 p.m. along

4

'_.‘\
4

download an

Area’s lifts.

Courtesy photos
Wolf Creek Ski Area opened on Nov. 4 for the 2022-23 season
with snow totals going from a flat zero to 36 inches in a seven-
day period.

Home Mortgage Loan

3.500%

Interest Rate

7 / 1 Adjustable Rate Mortgage with a 15-year term or less

Annual Percentage Rate

3.987%

Call 719.852.5933 or 719.589.2536 today!
www.RGBANK.bank

ARM-="Adustable rate mortgage”. APR=annial percentage rals 15 estimated using 8 knan amount of $200,000 an & singhe-family
residence, purchase or refinance, with an LTV of BU% or uo fo 97% with morigage inswrance.  180-manth lerm or less required
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berm using a fully mdexed rafe {index cumently Weekly Average Yield on United States Treasury Securities adjusfed to a constan
Matunty of one year) rounced o the nearest 0. 125%.  The foor at first adustment and then uatd loan matuly s 4. 500%. il
interes! rate agiustment cannot change maove thar 2.000%, and therealler, each subisequent perodit interest rate adiustment
cannol change more than 2.000%. Rate moreases are capped & 6.000% for the e of the foan. Disciosed paymenis oo not
include faxes and insurance premiums, 50 the aciual payment amount will be grealer of vary based on rate and lerm. Subject fo
credil approval and offer terms apply sieh as fees or ponts. Rates as of 9012022 and are sulbyec! lo change daily
MMLSH 421822
o RG BANK ..
FDIC
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Cpl Carlos M Valencia,
Marines

Don Tullos Crestone Co
USAF 1969-1973

Dustin Jirovsky United State
Marine Corps

Stephen D.Davis Army E-4
Vietnam 3/64 to 3/66
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Honoring all who served
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Ronald Keith Hunter (RIP)
1946-2003 SSgt US Army

S

Spc Latisha Valencia, Army

La Jara
Pharmacy, Inc
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H 5£ Ul Serving our Community

forover 40 years!

412 Main Street
LaJara
(719) 274-5109
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montevista@hhmsi.com
www.hhmsi.com
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100 Cuico CAMINO ©

Stone’s Farm
Supply, Inc.

Thank You
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Veterans!

719.754.3453
771 E. 3rd = Center
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Thank You
Veterans! ||

N Absolude Shine

Aunleo Bodlg & Paint

852-5700
859 Acequia Dr.
Monte Vista
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THANKS TO OUR TROOPS

ON VETERANS DAY!

Valle Pubhshm
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: Assisting Our Veterans
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y il w Serwrrg the 5an Luis Valley with excellence for over 7 Years

_ = Personal Care « Shopping/errands « Medication Reminders
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planning and introduced Phase 3:
Implementation.

At this turning point, Russell
said, “We wanted to make an
actionable plan that doesn’t sit on
a shelf.”

With the discovery phases
complete, the group targeted two
primary concerns. They looked at
creating workforce housing and
growing entrepreneurship through
the school system and with local
guidance.

Presenters echoed the cost-
burdened threshold when a family
pays more than 30 percent of
their income for housing. Adding
expense, some older, inefficient
housing structures cost as much as
$600 to heat each month. Moving
to another home is not an option
when the inventory is low, and rent
remains high.

What looks like a “fixer-up” to
a drive-by analyst likely includes
generations of history. After
significant decline, housing assets
become liabilities. An estimated 30
percent of properties in Saguache
are abandoned or vacant. Roughly
22 percent of Del Norte fits the
same description, followed by 16
percentinLaJaraand 14 percentin
Center. When assessed values and
cleanup costs conflict, properties
tend to sit.

Bonnie Asplin, former force
behind the Upper Rio Grande
Economic Development agency,
emphasized updated codes to
improve regulations and increase
the housing inventory. Bonnie’s
husband Marty Asplin followed
with ideas for helping property
owners rehabilitate dilapidated
structures that would otherwise be

condemned.

One idea Asplin proposed for
housing rehabilitation addressed
long-term vacancies with absentee
owners who pay their taxes and
maintain utilities, but the structures
need work to be habitable. He said
that some houses in Del Norte
have been abandoned for 60 years.
An anonymous “Vacant Housing
Registry,” Asplin explained, would
list dilapidated properties. The
registry would levy an annual fee
for continued disuse and decline,
but Asplin said, “We don’t want to
put an oppressive burden on them
with a high fee.”

Asplin emphasized how working
with owners to fix up properties
is better than simply condemning
buildings. An audience member
asked about house-flipping.
Anticipating speculation from

VOT E R S Continued from Page 1A m————

State Representative Dist. 62 election.

Inuncontestedraces,R.ScottLamb
was elected county commissioner
of District 1, Eryn K. Witnz was
elected county clerk and recorder,
Amy Wetherill was elected treasurer
and Jimmy K. Adelman was elected
coroner.

Marron edging Phillips in
Commissioner’s race

SAGUACHE COUNTY — In
the only contested race, Democrat
Liza Marron had received 1,318
votes and led Republic Jeff Phillips
with 1,159 votes in the Saguache
County Commissioner Dist. 3
election,according to Tuesday night’s
unofficial General Election results.

Inotherelections of note, Saguache
County voters favored challenger
Adam Frisch (1,541) over incumbent
Lauren Boebert (1,135) for the U.S.
House of Representatives Dist. 3
seat; supported by a close 64-vote
margin Republican Anne Kelly over
Democrat Robert Willett in the 12th
Judicial District Attorney election;
and backed Democrat Matthew
Martinez (56.17 percent) over
Republican Carol Riggenbach (43.83)
in the Colorado State Representative
Dist. 62 election.

In uncontested races, Trish Gilbert
waselected clerk and recorder,Regina
Swartz was elected treasurer, Peter
Peterson was elected assessor, Dan
Warwick was elected sheriff and Tom
Perrin was elected coroner.

Crowtherlooking goodinreelection
bid

CONEJOS COUNTY
Incumbent Garth Crowther (R)
appeared to have won reelection as
Conejos County Sheriff based on
Tuesday night’s unofficial General

Election results. Crowther was
leading challenger Martin Maez (D)
by a wide margin, 2,169-1,210.

The sheriff’s election was the only
contested race for Conejos County.

In other elections of note, Conejos
County voters favored incumbent
U.S. House Representative Lauren
Boebert to represent Dist. 3 over
Adam Frisch; backed Republican
Anne Kelly (61.17 percent) over
Democrat Robert Willett (38.83) in
the 12th Judicial District Attorney
election; and supported Republican
Carol Riggenbach over Democrat
Matthew Martinez, 1,764-1,549, in
the State Representative Dist. 62
election.

There were many uncontested
races in Conejos County. Mitchell
Jarvies was elected as Conejos County
Commissioner in District 2; Nathan
Ruybal was elected county clerk
and recorder, Mack M. Crowther
was elected county treasurer, Naomi
Martinez-Keys was elected county
assessor, Martin Reynolds was
elected county surveyor and Richard
A. Martin was elected coroner.

Sanchez on way to reelection;
voters favor Issue 1A

COSTILLA COUNTY
Incumbent Danny Sanchez (D)
was leading unaffiliated challenger
Paul Quintana by more than 500
votes in the Costilla County Sheriff
election,according to Tuesday night’s
unofficial General Election results.

County voters were also supporting
Issue IA, a 1 cent sales tax increase
that would be used to fund “urgent
public safety needs” including law
enforcement operations and detention
facilities. The measure was on the
way to passing with 56.27 percent

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

of the vote.

In other elections of note, Costilla
County voters favored challenger
Adam Frisch (1,090) over incumbent
Lauren Boebert (533) for the U.S.
House of Representatives Dist. 3
seat; supported Democrat Robert
Willett (53.78 percent) over Democrat
Anne Kelly in the 12th Judicial
District Attorney election; and
backed Democrat Matthew Martinez
(1,016 votes) over Republican Carol
Riggenbach (545) in the Colorado
State Representative Dist.62 election.

There were several uncontested
races in Costilla as well. Lorraine
Quintana was elected county
commissionerindistrict 2, Najondire
T. Placek was elected county clerk
and recorder, Michael Ray Vigil was
elected treasurer, Thomas Aragon was
elected assessor and Gary Roy Vigil
was elected coroner.

The results of the General Election
will be official when the election is
certified.

fix-and-flip developers, Asplin
said strict deed restrictions for
rehabilitated properties can prevent
sale profiteering.

Short-term Rentals (STRs)
also entered different parts of
the conversation. Considering
the price-per-night, STRs are too
expensive for permanent residence
on prevailing Valley wages.

Presenters shifted to
entrepreneurship after discussing
the housing dilemma. The
environment dictates possibilities.

For example, many business
operators in the 17 major
municipalities across six San Luis
Valley counties pay double-freight.
They pay to receive materials, and
they pay to export products. They
face a similar challenge with their
workforce. They may need to cover
moving costs or otherwise invest
in recruitment. Meanwhile, they
watch students grow up in the
Valley and then move away.

Speaking for Action Lab 360,
Mikela Tarlow is in her second
year working with Center. Tarlow
noted how roughly 40 percent of the
Valley jobs are in the public sector.

Although the job positions have
been filled, government entities
have endless projects to tackle.
Imagine a town administrator who
spends significant time repeating
a required task using methods
scripted decades ago.

“Is there an app for that?”
Tarlow quipped, only half in jest.
High school students looking for
experience might have skills that
work for government projects —
software programming or tree
planting, for example.

Some business philosophies
mirror secondary education when
young people discover their talents.

“You mighthave 100 failures for
one success,” Tarlow said. “Let the
kids fail. Throw it all against the
wall until something sticks.”

County Landfill.

bert at jgilbert@saguachecounty-co.gov.

2022 at 3pm.

719-655-2554.

and 23, 2022.

Saguache County Commissioners are accepting Bids for the delivery of Propane for the
Saguache County Road and Bridge Department. The delivery locations will be Center
County Shop, Cochetope House -Hwy 114, Moffat Shop, Villa Grove Shop and Saguache

For bid specifications contact Wendi Maez at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov or Joe Gil-
Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Road and Bridge Propane Bid” written
on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.

Bids must be submitted to Wendi Maez at Saguache County Administration, 505 3 Street,
OR mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by November 30,

For further information you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231 or Joe Gilbert at

No. 1650 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 27 and November 3, 10,17

bert at jgilbert@saguachecounty-co.gov.

2022 at 3pm.

719-655-2554.

and 23, 2022.

Saguache County Commissioners are accepting Bids for the delivery of Gasoline and Die-
sel Fuel for the Saguache County Road and Bridge Department. The delivery locations
will be the Saguache Main Shop, Center County Shop, Cochetope House -Hwy 114, Moffat
Shop, Villa Grove Shop and Saguache County Landfill.

For bid specifications contact Wendi Maez at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov or Joe Gil-

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope with “Road and Bridge Gasoline and Fuel
Bid” written on the front of the envelope which contains the sealed bid.

Bids must be submitted to Wendi Maez at Saguache County Administration, 505 3 Street,
OR mailed to PO Box 100, Saguache, CO 81149 and must be submitted by November 30,

For further information you can also call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2231 or Joe Gilbert at

No. 1651 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 27 and November 3, 10,17

Are you overrun by your to-do
list? Do you feel overwhelmed and
utterly exhausted? So many lists may
drive you nuts, but what I'm about to
share with you is a list that will make
everything in your life more peaceful
and simple.

I recall a time when I was going
on and on, complaining to God
about my busy schedule. How
could anyone be expected to juggle
everything that I had on my plate?
After a while, it hit me—1I was the
one who made my schedule, and
nobody could change it but me. And
while we can simplify our calendar,
a truly simplified life comes from
changing our mindset.

Most people live complicated
lives that leave them frustrated and
confused, weary and worn out.
But I have good news: Your life
does not have to be this way. Jesus
offers us a new way of living, and I
believe it is a simple, yet powerful
way that enables us to enjoy our life.

So even if your calendar still feels
full, here are three practical steps
you can take to simplify your life by
simplifying your mind:

Put God First

In Luke 10:38-42, we read about
two sisters, Mary and Martha, who
spent time with Jesus in their home.
Martha kept busy serving the guests
and keeping the house clean, while
Mary sat at the feet of Jesus, listening
to His every word. Martha got upset
that her sister wasn’t helping with the
housework, but Jesus commended
Mary’s decision and told Martha she
was so busy that she was missing the
point of His visit—spending time with
Him.

I’'ve learned we make time for

Three Keys to a
Simplified Life

what’s important to us. Personally,
I’ve made it a habit to go to bed on
time so I’'m able to wake up and spend
quality time with God before I have to
go on with the rest of my day. If I went
to bed whenever I felt like 1t, I would
sabotage my time with God—the very
éhing I'need to help me get through my
ay.

)'i"ry prioritizing God in your life by
putting Him into your schedule and
working everything else around Him.

Don’t Worry

I used to be a very anxious person
because I grew up in an unstable,
abusive household. As I've grown
closer to God and learned to place my
trust in Him, I’ve developed a calmer,
more peaceful mind with His help.

If you’re thinking, “But Joyce, I
can’t help it! I can’t stop worrying,”
then I want you to know there is
hope. Whenever God instructs us to
do something, He also gives us the
ability to do it. Pray and ask God for
the strength to stop worrying (see
Philippians 2:13; 4:6-7).

Practice living one day at a time;
give yourself—your thoughts, your
conversation, every part of you—to
the day at hand. Instead of worrying,
believe God and watch Him work on
your behalf. This will help make your
life less complicated.

Just Be You

For many years, I tried to be just
like other people. I tried to pray like
them, act like them, and even look
like them. This left me feeling worn-
out and frustrated because I wasn’t
being the person God created me
to be. Eventually, I realized God
just wants me to be myself, and it’s
much simpler to be me anyway.

Psalm 139:14 says, “I praise you

Moving Up Higher

Joyce o2
Meyer _xiw

because [ am fearfully and wonderfully
made...” (NIV).

God created each one of us to be
individual, unique, and irreplaceable.
You are one of a kind! And no one else
can be just like you. He wants you to
like yourself—the person He created
you to be! As you pursue a personal
relationship with Christ, you will
discover your true worth as a child
of God, and you won’t feel the need
to compare yourself or compete with
anyone.

Simplifying your life may seem
impossible, especially when you feel
like you are constantly running. But
when you begin prioritizing your
relationship with God and spending
more time in His Word, you will be
amazed at how your mindset shifts.
You’ll be able to relax, take a deep
breath, and enjoy the simple life.

=

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
four-teaching resource Simplify Your
Life. You can also contact us to receive
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or
VisSiting www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She
has authored more than 140 books,
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE
MIND and LOVING PEOPLE WHO
ARE HARD TO LOVE (FaithWords).
She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life
radio and TV programs, which air
on hundreds of stations worldwide.
For more information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the respective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce
Meyer Ministries.
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Valley veteran finishes memorial at 7 Mlle Plaza

By MARIE MccoLm

MONTE VISTA — Ernest
Martinez of 7 Mile Plaza completed
the final part of a veterans memorial
that he has been working on since
2002.

“I started this memorial to honor a
specific vet, he was the first vet that
left for the service in 7 Mile Plaza
where we lived. There was a few of
us that went to Vietnam, a total of
11 of us, and we all lived in Plaza at
the time. Where I grew up in 7 Mile
Plaza, it was a lot smaller than what
it is now, the world grows so much,
the Plaza was small,so 11 of us going
to Vietnam is a big number for such
a small village. My cousin Herman
Sanchez was the first one to go, and
myself and others.”

This was a three-part memorial
that was built and the entire memorial
is dedicated to his cousin, Martinez
said.

“We also have other veterans
listed,” Martinez said. “This is
really a family thing that we did,
and he was listed on top, he was
the one we dedicated the memorial
to. He passed away about 20 years
ago. Since this is family thing, you
know, some people get donations or
find money to make memorials like
this, we really didn’t this was just a
family project.”

Martinez said that 7 Mile Plaza
was a close community and after
the first part of the memorial was
completed, a few years later the
second part was added.

“We added what’s called the
‘Fallen Soldier,” the symbol of the
combat boots, the M16, and the
helmet, we added this on,” Martinez
said. “Afterthat,about 10 years later,

I'started thinking, I kind of felt guilty.
Ifeltlike I should have also putsome
of the World War II veterans on the
memorial, too. So, about 3 months
ago, I had a stone cut and I put the
World War II veterans on it. I also
had Vietnam era vets added in there,
too. These veterans were older than
us, but we wanted to honor them too
for the respect factor. We started out
with a very small memorial,butover
the years we have finished it and it’s
gotten a lot bigger.”

The memorial which was laid out
just over the bridge in 7 Mile Plaza
contains three different components.
The left side of the memorial is a
large stone adobe colored rock, that
has asetof praying hands,along with
names of several veterans.

The veterans are listed as World
War II veterans, and Vietnam era
vets, all from 7 Mile Plaza. The
middle of the memorial holds an
American flag, along with an image
of a helicopter, and two soldiers
walking in combat.

Directly from the middle stone is
the image of the “Fallen Soldier”
laid out in steel along with the first
stone that was made that contains the
name of Herman Sanchez, and other
veterans from 7 Mile Plaza. The entire
memorial is also surrounded by trees
and stone-carved benches that can be
sat on, while viewing the memorial.

“A lot of people go camping, and
go to the casino, I wanted to do this,
and so did my family, and we did,”
Martinez said. “This memorial is
here to remind anyone who looks
at this memorial that freedom is
never free. We were all honorably
discharged, but vets go through a
lot when they leave home and go to
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A veterans memorial for 7 Mile Plaza between Monte Vista and Del Norte was recently completed. The memorial has

been a project of Ernest Martinez and his family and was started in 2002.

ALL CAVE SOME - SOME B

HERMAN SANCHET

I8 VISIBLE HERE
1964-1875

Vietnam, our freedom is not free,
many people fight for it, and I hope
that anyone who looks at this and
sees this, remembers that.”

To visit the memorial, drive to
5320 West County Road 5 North,
at 7 Mile Plaza.

The memorial at 7 Mile Plaza was
done in three parts. The first was for
people from the small community who
served in the Vietnam War. The second
part was for the ‘Fallen Soldier’ and
includes the symbolic combat boots
with an M16 and helmet. The recently
completed third part was the addition
of the names of World War II and
Vietnam er veterans that served from 7
Mile Plaza.

Photos by Marie Mccolm
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Friday Health Plans scaling back from 7 states to 5

‘Layoffs possible in
2023 but nothing
close to rumors’

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Friday Health
Plans, the Colorado-based health
insurance company with main
operations located in Alamosa, is
reducing the number of states where
it offers health coverage from seven
states to five, effective Jan. 1, 2023.

The reduction in states has raised
questions about potential layoffs at
the Alamosa location with rumors
circulating that as many as 80% of its
employees could be laid off.

“Let’s setthe record straight on this
first thing,” said Tracy Fagin, chief
marketing and experience officer with
the company. “Friday Health Plans
will continue to provide health plans
as part of the Affordable Care Act in
Colorado, North Carolina, Georgia,
Nevada and Oklahoma.

“We’re in seven states now and will
be in those five states in 2023. We’ll
be available in all the same regions
we’ve been in Colorado, including
the valley, for the years we’ve been
in business. We’re in Colorado.
We’re staying in Colorado. We’re a
Colorado-based company.”

When asked about potential layoffs,
Faginsaidemployees have been made
aware of the situation.

“We don’thave atimeframe on this
yet,” Fagin said. “It will depend upon
the number of members who enroll
during the open enrollment period that
started on Nov. 1. But we’re looking
forward to a good open enrollment
in Colorado and the other four states
where we’re strong.”

The company will have a much
better idea as the enrollment cut-off
date, Jan. 15,2023, draws nearer.

The two states where Friday will
no longer have a presence in 2023 are
New Mexico and Texas. The decision
to leave New Mexico was made by
the company, due to fewer members
being enrolled than anticipated when
they expanded into the area.

Thedecisiontoleave Texas “fornow,”
wasmadeunderdifferentcircumstances.

“Texas was our largest state in terms
of the numbers of members,” Fagin
said. “We enrolled more members
than we anticipated which meant
increased costs of operation.”

This year was a banner year for
enrollment, she said. Due to COVID,
the bipartisan American Rescue Plan
Act provided additional funding for
subsidies through the Affordable Care
Act, which allowed more people to
access health care.

“That’s great,” Fagin said. “That’s
what we want; people to have access
to health care to keep themselves and
their families healthy and cared for.”

As a result, Friday grew very
quickly in Texas and “insurance
regulators asked us to pause our
operations there. We’re not the only
company that is facing this. Other
companies around the nation are
doing this, as well.”

Fagin emphasized that Friday is in
good standing with all the Divisions
of Insurance in the five states where
it will operate in 2023.

The Biden administration’s
Inflation Reduction Act also has
guaranteed health care subsidies for
another three years, which provides
the potential for more growth in
Colorado. Fagin said Bright Health
Plans (a health plan company that
offers coverage in other parts of the
state outside of the valley) will not
offer plans in Colorado starting in
2023,and there’s potential for growth
among Friday members, as a result.

But, she said, for now and into the
foreseeable future, every employee
is needed.

“We’ll continue to provide services
to members in Texas through the end
of the year, and we’ll be in the other
four states going forward in 2023,”
she said.

“The people who work in Alamosa are
thebackbone of ourcompany. We provide
a great service to our 21,000 members
in Colorado and the other states, and it’s
all those people in Alamosa who make
Friday such a great company. It sounds
cheesy but people in Alamosa really care
about the members.”

As far as local plans, Friday will

continue with plans to improve the
big parking lot downtown., which
will serve as the future site of the
Alamosa’s Farmers Market.

“We hadn’t gotten our permit yet
for the building expansion, so we’re
pausing on that and will be revisiting
that in a year,” she said. “That’s not
news to any of the contractors who
have been working on that project.”

Friday also has plans to return to
Texas at some point in the future, but,
fornow,the company is focusing on the
five states where they are “very strong.”

Friday Health
Plans is scaling
back from
seven states to
five at the start
of the new year.
The Colorado-
based health
insurance
company

has its main
operations
located in

Alamosa.
Photo by Luke
Lyons
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Annual Holiday
Bazaar Dec. 2-3

Santa Claus
expected to be in

town for event

CONTRIBUTED

MONTE VISTA — The Monte
Vista Chamber of Commerce would
like to invite community members
to attend the Holiday Bazaar, Dec.
2 and 3.

> This tradition-
~ aleventhas been
held in Monte
* Vista for many
) . years, organized
by the Monte
“¢ Vista Chamber
~ : of Commerce in
an effort to pro-
vide an
op-
por-
tunity
b \ for local

— businesses

and organiza-

tions to promote their business-orga-

nizations and their unique products
and services.

What better way than to come
together as a community than to
support our small businesses and
organizations during the holi-
days! With the completion of the
Outcalt Event and Conference at
SLV Ski Hi Complex, the Monte

Vista Chamber of Commerce has
decided to host the event at the
new complex, providing a com-
fortable and large space for all
who attend.

Be good for goodness sake and
shop the booths at the Holiday Ba-
zaar, eat some delicious food and
refreshments, and bundle up for
outdoor carriage rides!

You better not pout because the
Monte Vista Chamber has been con-
tacted by Santa! He wants to visit all
the children while he’s in town and
will be available for visits Dec 2 and
3,11 am.to2p.m.!

Santa not only loves to visit chil-
dren and families, but furry friends
too! You can bring your pets to visit
Santa Friday, Dec. 2, 3 to 4 p.m. (all
pets must be leashed or in a pet car-
rier to enter)! Professional photog-
raphy packages will be available for
purchase for all children, families,
and pets!

If you would like to be a vendor
or become a sponsor for Santa’s
Visit, please visit the Monte Vista
Chamber of Commerce website,
montevistachamber.org to register-
sponsor! You can also scan the
QR code that will link you to the
website! Please contact the Monte
Vista Chamber of Commerce for
more information, 719-852-2731
or email chamber@montevista-
chamber.org.

By LynNDSIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — The South
Fork community excitedly
welcomed a new veterinarian to
town. Jody Duff and her husband
are originally from Ohio. After
visiting Colorado when she was
in college, Duff knew that her path
would lead her back and eventually
itdid, and the timing couldn’t have
been more perfect.

“We decided tomoveto Colorado
during 2020 and in the middle
of COVID. We went out to visit
some friends that lived in Parker,
Colorado, and we decided to
move here. We first moved to the
Black Forest area around Colorado
Springs, but it wasn’t long after the
pandemic ended that we decided
we didn’t like the influx of people.
Traffic became to be too much,
it was taking too long for us to
commute to work and the growth
after COVID was just crazy,” said
Duff.

It was around this time that
friends brought them to found
South Fork.

“They’re avid skiers and found
South Fork through Wolf Creek
Ski Resort. We went to visit and
just loved it. We kept saying, this
place it great! We missed living in

South Fork welcomes
new Veterlnary cllnlc

Jody Duff and her Husband have opened the South Fork Veterinary
Clinic. The community of South Fork is pleased with the new business
and has shown it with welcoming support.

a smaller community at this point.
There is something about being in
a small town and being able to run
into patients at the grocery store
or out for a walk around town. Up
where we were, we didn’t have that,
so we made the move,” Duff said.

Duff and her husband did some

Courtesy photo

research and noticed that South Fork
did not have a veterinarian.
“There was a vet up in Creede
and one in Monte Vista, but nothing
close to where South Fork was.
After seeing that the community
could support a business like that,
Please see DUFF on Page 3

DN family honored for efforts in foster and adoption community

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — A Del Norte
family will be honored by the
Colorado Department of Human
Services for their efforts in the foster
and adoption community.

November marks the beginning of
National Adoption Month and each
year, a family that has gone above
and beyond in the adoption and foster
care community is recognized for
their efforts. This year, the Colorado
Department of Human Services has
chosen the Ledford family of Del
Norte.

Taylor and Dylan Ledford never
thought that they would become
foster parents let alone parents to
four wonderful, adopted children
but that is exactly what happened,
and neither would change it for the
world. Their story began as many
do, with just a sprinkle of fate and
a whole bunch of providence which
led them down the path of foster care
and then eventually adoption.

“We lived in Greeley and my

husband, Dylan, was a teacher and
our oldest and him became close
in terms of teacher and student
friendship. Eventually after being
there for a few years, he got to three
out of the four children we ended up
adopting. We knew their story and the
situation they were going through in
terms of their foster parents and then
they had to be emergency removed
into another family who happened
to be another teacher at the same
school,” explained Taylor.

Taylor continued to explain that
through the path of providence,
or happen stance, her husband
remained friends with the teacher
and commenced with plans to move
to Del Norte.

“When COVID happened, we
decided to move, and Dylan was
pretty bummed he wasn’t going
to say goodbye because we were
moving, so he reached out to the
foster parent who informed us that
she was not going to be able to keep
the children and we are looking for

an adoption family,” said Taylor.

It was at this point that Dylan and
Taylor took their time in making abig
decision and it was because of this

that they would later be recognized
for their efforts as adoptive parents.
In Colorado, there are an estimated
3,738 children in foster care. There

Courtesy photo
The Ledford family from Del Norte is being honored for their efforts in adoptive care through the Colorado
Department of Human Services this week in Denver. The young couple stepped outside of their comfort zone
and adopted four siblings.

are 37 children in Rio Grande County
waiting for permanent homes, but the
Ledfords were going to play a huge

Please see FAMILY on Page 3
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Social media: It’s not just for kids anymore

Perhaps due to the popularity of
social media among a generation
of young people who grew up with
it, platforms such as Instagram and
Facebook are often associated with
people born in the 21st century.
However, a 2018 study from the
Pew Institute found that 65 percent
of adults between the ages of 50 and
64 used Facebook and 68 percent
used YouTube.

Social media is often on the receiv-
ing end of negative attention, but it’s
also a potentially valuable tool that
can help men and women over 50
stay connected with their communi-
ties. That’s not always so easy for
adults who no longer have children
at home. And as its name suggests,
social media can help users connect
with others who share their interests.
Such connections also can be hard to
make for adults over 50.

Adults over 50 may be more
comfortable with social media now
than they were a decade ago, but it’s
still a good idea to brush up on basic
security measures that can help men
and women protect their privacy as
they utilize platforms like Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.

* Protect your personal informa-
tion. No social media user has the
right to access your personal in-

formation, including your address,
date of birth or other data unique to
you. Avoid interacting with anyone
who requests personal information,
employing the function to block
such users from connecting with you
when possible. It’s also important to
keep information about travel plans
private. For example, sharing details
of an upcoming vacation can serve
notice to potential criminals that no
one will be in your house, making it
a potential target for burglars.

e Aim for quality, not quantity,
when building social media net-
works. Avoid accepting friend re-
quests from individuals you don’t

know. Cyber criminals often gain
access to victims via social media,
so limit your social media network
to people you know and trust.

e Turn off location information.
The technology behind social media
is impressive and even makes it
possible to determine where users
are when they tweet or post to other
platforms. But many users, especially
those concerned about their privacy,
don’t want to share location informa-
tion with anyone, much less strang-
ers. Turn off location information and
routinely double check to make sure
it’s still turned off.

* Discuss others’ privacy concerns

Tips on how to make
new friends after S0

The early years of midlife are a
hectic time for many people. Around
the time many people reach their late
30s and early 40s, they’re balancing
the responsibilities of a career and a
family. But as people enter their 50s,
some of those responsibilities tend to
be less significant, leaving more time
for recreational pursuits.

Hobbies and other pursuits outside
of work are often more fun when
enjoyed with friends. People over 50
undoubtedly recognize that it’s not
always so easy to make new friends,
even though it’s undeniably beneficial
to have supportive relationships into
your golden years. A 2017 study from
researchers at Michigan State Univer-
sity found that valuing friendships
was a stronger predictor of health and
happiness among older adults than
valuing family. Those results align
with an earlier Australian study that
found Australians age 70 or older
tended to live significantly longer if
they had more strong friendships.

Making friends after 50 might not
be as simple as it was during your
school days, but these strategies can
help men and women in midlife build
new friendships.

e Identify your interests. Fifty-
somethings who have spent the last
couple of decades building a career
and raising a family can give some
serious thought to their interests out-
side of work or passions they hope

to pursue now that they have more
time to commit to such pursuits. The
more interested you are in a given
activity, the more likely you are to
stick with it. And the longer you stick
with something, the more likely you
are to meet like-minded individuals
(i.e., future friends) willing to make
similar commitments.

e Utilize social media. In years
past, men and women over 50 may
not have had any readily available
tools to reach out and connect with
new people. Social media has made
it much easier to build such con-
nections. Even the most obscure
passions likely have a social media
group of locals devoted to them, and
these groups can be great ways to
meet new people. A local runner’s
club may have its own social media
accounts, and local governments
and community groups often share
information about sports leagues and
other groups via social media.

* Sign up for group outings. Com-
munities often sponsor group outings
to museums, the theater, sporting
events, and other day trips. Signing
up for a bus trip to a local museum
presents a great opportunity to meet
people who share your interests, pro-
viding the potential to build lasting
friendships built on a foundation of
shared interests.

e Broaden your horizons. Just
because you’re in your 50s doesn’t
mean your friends have to be. Don’t
hesitate to invite younger or older
acquaintances and colleagues over
for dinner or on weekend excursions.
Friends come in all shapes, sizes and
ages, so you could be missing out if
you’re not willing to extend a hand
in friendship to people of different
ages and backgrounds.

Makine friends after 50 can be

challenging. However, various strate-
gies can help men and women over
50 connect with new people.

before posting to social media. Social
media isn’t for everyone, and some
people may not want photos of
themselves or their children posted
to platforms like Facebook or In-
stagram. Prior to posting pictures
or information about other people,

confirm that they’re OK with you
doing so.

Adults over 50 are engaging with
social media. But no matter how
comfortable users become, it’s still
best to keep various social media
safety protocols in mind.
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Christmas tree permits go on sale early November

Rio Grande National Forest
offers early online permits

CONTRIBUTED
MONTE VISTA — Christmas

FAM I L I Continued from Page 1

role in bringing that number down
by four in the coming months.

“That morning I prayed, and I
said OK, we’re ready for children
whatever that may mean because
adoption had already been on our
hearts and foster was on the table fora
while but so was biological children.
[ just kept thinking, my gosh, what
are the odds that their foster family
were looking for an adoption family?
So,we putour names in the adoption
pool for our children and it all worked
out,” said Taylor.

It was a rollercoaster ride for the
family after that. The children were
introduced to Dylan and Taylor.
Dylan and Taylor and their four new
children moved from the suburbs of
Greeley to the tiny mountain town
of Del Norte which was a shock all
in itself. “Surprisingly the children
adjusted rather quickly. There were
moments where things were hard,
one being going to such a small
school and making friends, but they
made it through and now they love
it,” said Dylan.

Now the family spends time
traveling and recreating outdoors in
and around Del Norte.

“The children always say things
like, ‘Wow! Look at that sunset!
[ would have never seen that in
Greeley!” Or they will beg to go for

D U F F Continued from Page 1

we decided to open the clinic. Atfirst,
[ was looking at renting a place and
then the building where we ended up
came for sale and that was that. It was
meant to be,” laughed Duff.

Duff has a degree from Ohio State
University as a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine and has an interest in
training and animal dentistry.

“I am a very thorough doctor
compared to some of others in my
field. I want to get to know you and
your animal. When you come see me
for say an ear infection, I will treat
the ear infection, but I will also do a
full exam to help find the cause of the
infection if there is one. I take more
time and answer questions. I really
focus on thorough, preventative care
and that matters to me,” said Duff.

Hersuccesssofarhasbeenattributed
to the welcoming community, her
staff and her office manager Jessica
Golightly.

“I really wouldn’t be where I am
without all of the community being
so supportive, my staff for being
amazing and fast learners and my
office manager Jessica. The whole
experience has been amazing,” Duff
said.

Duffis also working on creating an
emergency fund at the new clinic for
situations like the one that happened
a few weeks ago involving Meadow
the lost dog that was found at Big
Meadows Reservoir.

Duff helped secure and treat the
dog when reports of the lost animal
started to come in and through that
experience, Duff wants to help
other animals in the same or similar
situations.

“People can donate to the fund,and
we will use it in emergency situations
like the one involving Meadow. It’s
nice to have something like that thata
community can fallback on,” she said.

tree permits for the Rio Grande
National Forest will become
available to purchase online
beginning Nov. 1 and will go
through this holiday season.

a hike, it really has turned out to be
the best,” continued Dylan.

Nextthe Ledfords will be traveling
to Denver to receive an award for
their efforts as adoptive parents with
their children, now ages 12 to 16
alongside them.

“We recognize families for their
extraordinary efforts in adoptive
and foster families. The Ledfords
stood out because of their age, they
are a young married couple and
for their willingness to adopt four
siblings. Sometimes in adoption
situations, siblings can be split
up so when we can keep them
together, that is a wonderful thing,”
said Adrienne Baxter, who is a
Colorado Department of Human
Services Recruitment and Retention
Communications Specialist in
the Office of Children, Youth and
Families.

When asked if they could say
anything to the community, both
Baxter and the Ledfords had the
same response.

“Don’t be afraid to try. It doesn’t
matter your age, whether you’re
married or single. We are looking
for families to open their hearts and
their homes to a child. It can be a
rewarding experience,” they said.

For more information visit, www.
cdhs.colorado.gov.

Beyond that Duff is passionate
about being an active member of
the community. Between animal
rescue funds and events that raise
awareness about animal issues,
Duff has an open-door policy and
invites the community to come in
and say hello. For more information
and hours of operation, visit www.
southforkvetclinic.org

Permits can be found at recreation.
gov by searching “Rio Grande
Christmas Tree.”

This early season option offers
an easy alternative to the in-person
sales that are scheduled to begin in
late November.

“We are pleased to offer this early
option for our forest users that are
eager to get their Christmas tree
permits and begin planning their
outing,” said Carlos Gonzales,
Recreation Program Manager for

the Rio Grande National Forest.
“Each year, hundreds of families
harvest a tree from the forest,
and we want encourage early trip
planning with this online permit
option.”

Users must have a permit with
them to harvest a Christmas tree.
Several rules apply to this activity
and can be found at www.fs.usda.
gov/goto/Rio_Grande_Christmas_
Tree.

The permits cost $8 per tree and

there will be a small transaction
fee charged by Recreation.
gov. More information about
Christmas tree harvesting on the
RGNF will be available when we
announce in-person sales at our
offices and with our vendors later
this season.

“The RGNF recognizes that
many visitors love to come into our
offices to get their annual permit
and we will welcome them soon,”
Gonzales added.

Free Well Water Testing in SLV'!

 Dr. Katherine James with the Colorado School of Public Health is
leading a water quality project in the SLV

« We are providing free water quality testing for well owners in Sa-
guache, Rio Grande, Alamosa, Conejos, and Costilla counties

« Testing focuses on heavy metals and may include pH, conductivity,
hardness, temperature, and turbidity

« Owners will receive full test reports and professional interpretation
of all lab analysis conducted

o All information received for this project will be strictly confidential

o Sample kits will be mailed to participants with multiple sample re-
turn options provided

« We cannot provide testing for Municiple water from public utility

o Key regional findings will contribute to water conservation efforts
by the San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council and Rio Grande Water
Conservation District

 New scientific information about the SLV aquifer systems will con-
tribute to community strategies to mitigate impacts of drought on

water quality

 Can sign up to participate or ask questions by contacting Kathy
information below, or by using the link or QR code

Kathy.James@cuanschutz.edu
(303) 724-8169
https://bit.ly/31bl01t

colorado school of

public health

N\

aly
g 7
&W Mon.-Sat.

710:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

o, 658-2848
9% 121 N. Main

S Creede ,

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADD
COLORADD STATE UNIVEREI'TY

[=]

[=]

UNIVERENDY QOF WOETIERN COLORADRD

FHOLY

8 Anenchanting
| Collection of Cabin
Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & gpecialty

Foods!

It’s Worth
The Drive

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main ® 658-2848 * Creede




Page 4 — SLV Léfestyles — Wednesday, November 9,2022

Va]leﬁv ide Classified 3

ARKETPLACE

Sell your household

iTotal value of |tems
mustibef$50/or]less?
Seeldetails|below!

é Y
CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES 4
ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS R D E A D L I N E
01 TICKETS 23 LAWN & GARDEN 45 ANIMAL BREEDING 15 Words or less for 4 weeks_ -4 publications
02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES 2675 Eg%TSUEI?SE&FSET$EgT $19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS .
04 LOST & FOUND 56 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15Word§ or less for 1 week Thursd ay 5:00 pm
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word.
06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found « Non Commercial items Sold
EMPLOYMENT 29 MUSICAL ITEMS RECREATIONAL for $50 or less « Any Item or Animal being given away. d 71 9'852'3 5 31
0% WORK WANTED 0 LSO TRONICSICOM: 23 CAMPING EQUIPMENT ~ (Limited toprivatepartyonly, 2adsperperson, 4weeks) | or amail: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement:
SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V."SICAMPERS Ave.inMonteVista, orcall (719)852-3531. Business hours
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT gflsNéAJlscﬂfELss OPPORTUNITY are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.You /=
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email .
12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS '?'EK\IF\YSEEJPRATEIFTTCS)N at montevistaclass@gmail.com Easy Payment OptIOI'IS
13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED . W tVi Master Card
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 58 MOTORCYCLES Checkyouradthe firstday: . e accept Visa, Master Lard,
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- American Express Discover
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us ! ’
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4'S rightaway sowe can correctit.Ifan errorappearsinyour Checks, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 63 TRUCKS day of advertising.
;9 E{\JFg'IVII\IESFlSAE’\F/QI(L);I\D,\é[F)iTY 42 EEIEII\DA%SEED T g‘éé\t;k%ssFOR SALE Our ad policy:Valley Publishing acceptsall classified
0 43 ODUCTS advertising except that which it deems objectionable I
21 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ; d di | ds will not b = VISA | [ cass
22 PROPERTY WANTED 66 CHILD CARE ;?Vg; ;gfeaerﬁ; aCJeC a'rt‘c%f”;‘imcement ads will not be . ‘m
\, ' J
i ate. Apply online by 11/27/2022 for high school graduate and have a sub-
otices pply y g g
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW full consideration. See full job and stitute license from CDE (Colorado

FALL Price: Tell us the code
“ELK17” and you will get $17/1b
for Elk Grade A and $13/1b for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

06 Personals
The adopted children of Don
McAninch might be interested in
his status and might be possible for
an inheritance. If interested, call 505-
325-4417. Only names we have are
Lee and Elizabeth. (11-9)

07 Help Wanted

RG Bank is now accepting applica-
tions for the position of full-time
teller. The job is primarily in Monte
Vista, but work in Alamosa is also
required on occasion. Interested par-
ties can see more and download an
application at: www.rgbank.bank/
contact-us/#employment. (11-30)

CSU San Luis Valley Research
Center in Center, Colo., seeks
Potato Breeding Research Associ-

instructions https://jobs.colostate.
edu/postings/115051. CSU is an
EO/EA/AA employer and conducts
background checks on all final can-
didates. (11-30)

Vendola Plumbing hiring full time
Accounts Receivable/Secretary
position. Apply in person at 185 2
Broadway Avenue, Alamosa or send
resume to rhonda@vendola.com.
(11-16)

Cafeteria Cook needed at Upper
Rio Grande School District. Must
have a high school diploma and some
knowledge of working in a kitchen
or a willingness to be trained. Pay
is dependent on prior experience.
Please contact Leslie Martinez at
719-657-4040, x1100 or email her at
Imartinez@urtigers.co. (11-16)

Substitutes Teachers needed at the
Upper Rio Grande School District
in Del Norte! Call or email: Sophia
at 719-657-4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more information,
go online: urtigers.co, or stop by the
district office at: 950 French St., Del
Norte, Colo., to pick up an applica-
tion. You do not have to hold a col-
lege degree or be a certified teacher
to substitute, however, you must be a

’ Carly

Including:

Carly

Santi, MS, RDH, LLC
Dental Hygienist in Monte Vista
Providing quality, preventative oral

health care to adults and children.

« Dental Hygiene Exams
« X-Rays (Including Pain-Free Bitewings!)
« Dental Cleanings « Fluoride Treatments
o Sealants « Supportive Periodontal Maintenance
« Non-Surgal Periodontal Treatment « and More

Referral to general dentists and

specialists as needed.
Over 20 years of experience!

S
Eq
Santi, MS, RDH, LLC

1120 Park Ave. Monte Vista
. 719.849.9749 P

N\

i f

Department of Education). (11-16)

Bus Drivers needed for the Up-
per Rio Grande School District,
CDL and Non-CDL drivers. Will
pay for CDL license and training
with contract. Must be able to pass
a background and pre-employment
drug test. If interested, please con-
tact Demo Trujillo, 719-657-4040
x4007 dtrujillo@urtigers.co. Ap-
plications can be retrieved online at:
www.urtigers.co. (11-16)

Experienced personal care pro-
vider — A dependable, trustworthy,
caregiver needed (part time) for dis-

New Tee

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, Li.c
L. Blair Nielsen DC + (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by
appointment with Chiropractic
and Wellness Care @ $30

*Pain Relief *Movement and
Function Restoration

*Sports Injury Rehabilitation

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple
Treatment Approaches

thinJust One Day

No More Dentures!

No Cost Consultation: Know what'’s possible for You ! Includes
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 11/30/2022.

Medicare

Certified Provider

Convenient payment plans and 5
financing options available. S mplant

Credit Cards
Accepted

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.
I was having constant health
problems that were getting
worse every day. My diseased
teeth and gums were draining
me of my energy and it was
impossible to stay healthy. After
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr.
Thornell placed dental implants
and | got a new set of teeth in
just one day. | am now healthier
and feel better than | have in a
long time. | also have a great
smile. Dr. Thornell you are a life
saver! | can’t thank you enough.
~ B.Gullette

William F. Thornell
DDS, MAGD, DICOI

35 years implant and oral
surgery experience

Medicare

Certified Provider
pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

Pag osaC

ctental

Center

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E * Located above Higher Grounds Coffee * 970-444-1298
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abled daughter in Antonito. $15.00
hr. transfers required. Contact 719-
588-9430 (11-23)

www.peaceofartrentalproperties.
com. 719-588-1892 or 719-588-
3433, (11-23)

Rio Grande County is seeking
a Human Resources Specialist.
Preferred qualifications: Bachelor’s
degree in human resources manage-
ment or equivalent, knowledge of
the principles and practices of HR,
excellent communication skills,
knowledge of federal and state
labor laws. Pre-employment drug
screening, including testing for
marijuana, as well as a background
check are required. Application and
job description available online at
www.riograndecounty.org or pick
up and submit to Rio Grande County
Human Resources, 925 6th Street,
Room. 200, Del Norte, CO 81132.
(11-9)

The City of Monte Vista is hir-
ing for the position of Recreation
Director. The Recreation Direc-
tor plans, coordinates and imple-
ments recreational activities, sports
leagues and other programs for
community participants ranging in
age from youth through adult. Co-
ordinates marketing and promotion
for recreation activities, including
fundraising and writing grant fund
applications to acquire funding for
programs. Supervises assigned staff
and volunteers. This is full time em-
ployment with full benefits. Starting
pay range is $18.00-$23.00 per hour
DOE. To view the complete position
description or apply, please visit
www.cityofmontevista.colorado.
gov Position will remain open until
filled. (11/9)

Looking for reliable hard workers
to build timber frame log homes call
Jesse 791-480-2660 (11-9)

12 Houses for Rent
Beautiful furnished rentals Del
Norte. Ready for move-in today In-
cludes all utilities! See availabilities

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

17 Real Estate For Sale

35.71 acres between Monte Vista
and Alamosa on County Line

Road, borders highway, good grass,
easy access, power and ready to
build on. Priced $109,000. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty Inc 719-873-1700. TEN

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350

Connect for Heal

WAL

186 N Hurt Street,

ENROLLMENT EVENT
NOVEMBER 17, 2022

Cesar E. Chavez Family Medical Center

th Colorade

K-IN

Center, CO 81125

9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m.
(" C
i‘;a EACH family member Members over 18
E = Mame, address, contact infa, = Driver’s license or phote 1D
o = Date of birth {mm/dd/yy) « Employers name, address,
== . Full social secunty number  and phone and if they offer
E = Health First Colorado case health insurance
g numbers if you've applied sIncome related documents
= before such as 2 most recent
[,
paystubs, unemployment,
'E' Call 719-587-5931 rental income, retirement
e for more « Connect for Health Colorado
L = information?! lagin information if you have it

Health

AValley-Wide

valley-widehealth.org

Syslems, Inc.

GPM well water, 25 Shares of
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of
good water rights out of Carnero
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral
calf feedlot, good production and
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens

& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. TEN

House for sale! Rare find! 740
Cedar, Del Norte. $44,000 cash for
this fixer upper! Mike 719-588-3433
or 719-588-1892 (11-23)

Conejos P

Customer
Appreciation

November
S5th ]2t ] Qth

8:30- NOON

Days

L ]
16399 County
Road 15.25

La Jara, CO
-

$5.00 BBQ Cylinder Fills

(2 per customer per day)

and enjoy some refreshments!!
719-274-5102

Tis’' the season for

deals!

iPhone 14 on us.

New & Current Customers with trade-in of any phone.

o>

VIAERO

WIRELEASS

Reguires Assurancs Serace Program for S13/mo and irade in of cusiomsse's. current phone, wihvich will be appled to the purchase price of the new phone. Remaining promotional decounts applied to invoice over 56 months. Customar mast
prurchase phang on Visand HOW! and sctivale on o new of riniaing ing with Visero URtra Undmaed plan. AcEvation fee ard Tax Dased on Tull prce of phors due 31 purchase. Promotionad cescounis end wihen The Datancs i paed in full Remaning
sl due if line & lerminated. Customers paing i & niw e of service will receive credi fof the activation fee, Viaer credil rules apedy, Restricliond B eachitnrd may &ply, Ses stone of viail vl & wewivissrausom for detads

ROCKY MOUNTAIN EYE CENTER

0

A Pair of Lenses?

vel Ask Us How.

RMEC is the best place to start your back-to-school
preparation. With comprehensive eye exams and
best-selection designer eyewear, your child has the

greatest opportunity to succeed
both inside and outside the
classroom. For virtual learners,

ff

don't forget your blue light
protection for easier reading online.

See Your Life Better!
Alamosa Office: 2509 Main St. « (719) 589-0825

P> 00NN

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
EYE CENTER

.

www.RockyMountainEyeCenter.com
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23 Lawn and Garden
Sprinkler repair and winteriza-
tions. Done at reasonable rates.
Quick Service. Call anytime, week-
days, weekends, evenings. 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. TEN

Free trees — Aspens, Crabapple,
and Chinese Elms — Saturday, Nov.
12, 9-11 a.m., 219 Dunham St.,
Monte Vista. Bring a shovel. (11-9)

31 Health

Free healing energy sessions. Sec-
ond-level Reiki Master is giving free
healing energy sessions on Sunday
afternoons. 719-852-2698 (11-30)

32 Fuel & Heating

all Elam at
Cozy Glo LLC.719-480-5047.$190
per cord. Delivery available. TFN

36 Miscellaneous
Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500
TFN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS — Sales, Rentals & Modifica-
tions! Containers are water & rodent
proof. 8 wide, 8°-53” in length. Call
for more information and pricing.
Healdworks, Inc. — Your Total
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346
TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR
3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. TFN

CLEAN UP
THE CLASS

You'll find yourself
with money in your
pocket and room in

your garage when you
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles
Classifieds.
Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY 51 2 per week

(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Call Today!
719-852-3531

38 Machinery, Tools,
Equipment

9-inch Skil bandsaw, new in the
box. $250. Knife collection. 719-
850-1032 (11-23)

39 Sporting Goods
30 caliber sporterized military
rifle with 4-power scope and
hard carrying case. 719-850-1032
(11-23)

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims + Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages «26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

65 Professional
Services

48 Pets and Supplies
21-year-old gelding. Good with

women and most kids. 16.2 hands. Squecgee Luigi’s Washing Services:
Call for information, 605-290-9869. Window Washing, Concrete Cleaning,
Pot-bellied piglets for sale. 719-849-  Exterior Washing - FREE ESTIMATE:
8261 (11-16) (719) 490-9047 TEN

53 Trailers FIRE MITIGATION-Brush Mowing

3007 33 Forest River 3th wheel, around homesteads and outbuildings.
Fireplace, central vac, washer dryer Center,LaGaritaArea. Call (715)699-3703

combo, shower. $15,000. 970-946- RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40+ years-
9888. (11-30) experience in carpentry, painting, stucco,

tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol
free. Free Estimates 719-496-7630.

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. Quick
service. Call anytime, available week-
ends and evenings. 719-580-0033 or
719-376-2593. TEN

THE BLIND GUY window coverings.
Free measuring, free estimates. Profes-
sional installation. Guaranteed lowest
prices. Call Tony, 970-903-1403.

BUILDINGS

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113

M'F 7 aomo's pomo

oali t
[~

Spray Foam Insulatig{:c

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Shopping That's Just Your Style "R
swesRenacManie ¢

outiq

Specializing inimemorial, holiday. any
apparel, tumblers; coffee mugs; keye ¢
vehicle vinylland decals, business cardSand much|moget

CalllMarie at 719-937-9629 tojplace your orde
todaylor email mariemedina3O @hotmail.comy,

24-HOUR MOBILE SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL + AUTO

+ LOCKS
+ KEYS
+ SAFES

E-mail: RockyMountainLockandKey@gmail.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY
ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE

AVAILABLE
(719) 589-9952

Mystik

LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Comrmercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142

DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoore Vinyl tencing

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-FreeEstimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™

(719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your ;
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

ue "
ho.@casuonf

No Tittle
No Keys
No Worries!

aing, car andlbig

719 93

7Y

LOoCK AND KEY

7 7935

719-849-8491 or Text

mmetr

FINANCIAL
Powered by QUALITY

LIFE INSURANCE | MORTGAGE PROTECTION | FINAL EXPENSE
DEBT FREE LIFE® | RETIREMENT PROTECTION | CRITICAL ILLNESS & DISABILITY

Y

GROUP

Khoielle Arndt, Field Underwriter

vAE:-B-1:{-J8 & BF-WA N Coddington Agency

Mobile: (719) 490-9544

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez
Call Today (719) 486-6781

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Call for
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

khoiellepa@gmail.com
sfglife.com
National Producer# 20420143

CUSTOM MARBIEDESIGN,

Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More
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Creede School BOE
recognizes Tillery for
unique approach

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE The Creede
School District Board of Education
recognized elementary school math
teacher Jim Tillery during a school
board meeting on Oct. 25.

Tillery has been with the district in
several roles throughout many years.
As a math teacher for the elementary
school, he is working with students to
find unique and interesting ways that
they can learn math by using real-life
situations and examples.

“In my journeys throughout the
building and my walk throughs, I
kept coming up on this one classroom
where these students are justbouncing
with joy about learning math and
science and engineering. Mr. Tillery
has done some really remarkable
things and I thought it would be
appropriate for him to come and share
with you today,” said Creede School
Superintendent Keith Crispell.

Tillery was accompanied by one of
his students who volunteered to help
with his presentation to the school
board. Tillery began the presentation
by stating that it was a learning curve
for him coming into a third-grade
classroom after teaching in high
school for so many years and that
he wanted to look at creative ways
to help students learn hard subjects.

“It’s a big deal to get into the
classroom and be creative in ways

to teach them how to learn and then
apply it to real-life scenarios and that
is way better than sitting here and
teaching repetitively. That can be
hard, there is a lot of repetition but
if you can apply it somehow to real
life it helps them learn,” said Tillery.

Tillery then pulled out a bowling
score sheet that had been written on
the white board and his third-grade
assistant worked through the missing
numbers predicting what score would
come up next using mathematical
equations from memory. The process
gained the attention of the board who
clapped whenthe assistant was finished.

Tillery then said that the students
have been using tricks to help them
apply mathematical concepts to
real-life situations and, in this case,
the students are learning how to
create scores. Tillery’s assistant also
showed the board that he can calculate
multiplication problems involving
the number nine on his fingers, again
using a trick that was taught to him
by Tillery.

Students in Tillery’s class will
be going on a fieldtrip soon to a
neighboring bowling alley asareward
for their success in the classroom.

The Creede School Board of
Education was pleased with Tillery
and his assistant’s presentation and
asked that they keep them posted as
they move forward.

Virtual Continental Divide

Summit is

The 2022 virtual Continental Divide
Trail Gateway Community Summit is
on Nov.15-16. This free virtual event,
hosted by the Continental Divide Trail
Coalition, will gather communities
across the Rocky Mountain West to
share, learn, and contribute to the
completion, promotion and protection
of the Continental Divide Trail (CDT).

Holiday Bake Sale

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa
Christian Reformed Church will be
having its Holiday Bake Sale and
Bazaar a week earlier this year. It
will be on Friday, Nov. 11, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, Nov.
12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cinnamon rolls, coffee and cider
will be served, and there will be a

Nov. 15-16

Topics of exploration include:
connecting across communities,
the Gateway Community Program,
who uses the CDT, trail stewardship,
and more. For additional info and
registration options for this free event,
visit https://continentaldividetrail.
org/event/gateway-community-
summit-2022/.

and Bazaar Nov. 11

wide assortment of gift items for
Christmas and baked goods to freeze
for Thanksgiving.

The bazaar will be held in the
Waverly Youth and Community
Center, 1836 County Road 10 South,
in Alamosa County. For directions
or information, call 719-589-2072
or 719-589-2001.

(
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MOUNTAEI‘N PIZZA

=== TAPROOM ===

“This is the best restaurant in this
town or anywhere close the pizza
is amazing fresh vegetables the
staff is awesome if you're in South
Fork going to eat dinner at the
Mountain Pizza and Tap Room |
really love this place. | wouldn't
mind working there someday.”

~ Scottywithay, Yelp

Fresh Ingredients,

BIG on

*9 Combo Deal: 11a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

TASTE!

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

EasyY Online To-

\ MountainPizzaTapRoom.com )

Go Orders:

‘3« b ' YV anagedby, e

OBAE VY Yy Ry Grande
VTSt Animal Soctety .

LEE o arve I d OPLiNSNCAlISS2ESS66
O o IS Bt I01 evdn, 4L e, K% SBE, e nn, @ 18D = & ol Vigif Our -
Facebook ﬂ

Viondayi&Xinon-businessiiournsibyfappointmentionly;
Page
We vwant to say

2825fSheimmanfAyvessfvionteivista
IF hanmk Youws

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the lw]{)per Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.
for all the recent
domationmns of do
food weve received!

.

We’re still looking for a
part time kennel worker
here at the shelter so
if you’re interested
please stop by!

[@osT & [Aoupo

Found
on Worth
Stin
Cen-
ter on
10/28/22

Found in Monte Vista at 200 Pintada
on 10/25/22

Found in Center on School Property
on 10/27/22

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “‘best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirng Irnc.

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING ¢ DUMPSTERS e ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE ¢ SOUTH FORK ® DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

"
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Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

S|S|E G|A|L|A|S AlM| B|O|S
P|E|G R|I N|T V| E]|I N|S
A|P|R E|D|D|I E|V| E|D D E|R
S| T|E|L|E|S A R D -
M| A|S|A|N M S E|N|E
Solution to last week’s puzzle .- -
C|A|E|C|A M| U
o|s|s G| R S|A|C
M1 E U|S|E
E|D/ O M B -
S|E|R|E T|E|S
- A|lD [} N|A
R|A|T|I T|A|R
P/ R|OA L|C|D
E|R|L E|T|A
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Luis; Valley
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Charming D-Lo% 1,807 sq ft 2-bedroom 2 bath mountain home with
attached garage and circular drive. Your perfect get away or full-time res-
idence located in the well sought-after neighborhood, Ponderosa Estates.

is home has a largle Master/Guest room upstairs with full bath that

could easily be use for large family rec room or used as a bunk room with

plenty of sleeping space for ﬁues if so desired. You have lots of options!

There is an additional room upstairs you can use for craft/hobby room or small home office. Top of
the stairs landing is adorable sitting area that would make the perfect spot for a relaxing reading nook
to enjoy a good bool is home has an open floor plan with eat in kitchen and large livinF room area
with wood burning stove that will keep you cozy and warm all winter long. Kitchen door leads out to
anice back deck with lali§€ yard and beautiful views of the mountains. Perfect for that first hot cup of
coffee in the mornings. Downstair bedroom off the kitchen area has been used as the main bedroom

S—

with hallway bath and located on the main floor. This residence is close to town and only moments
away from the Rio Grande River, Golf Club, and 20 minutes from Wolf Creek ski area. Off your front
deck is a wonderful place for viewing all the mule deer and wild turkeys that frequent this neigh-

borhood! No active HOA and in an area that does allow short term rentals. Close to sklinﬁ, fishing,
hiking, four wheeling, hunting and everyihing outdoors. Start Your Adventure! Call and schedule your
showing today! $450,000 MLS #797758
98 Aspen Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

Real E

Custom built, impeccable (%u i

home located just minutes
of South Fork, Colorado.
home and 1015 sq. ft. bun
vides a total sq. ft. of 5458. Featliies 1 the
home include a massive rock fireplace,
3 bedrooms, 3-1/2 bathrooms, loft that
boasts a futon plus two-window beds,
office, playroom, and a large living room
for you to enjoy with fami fr and friends.
The wrap around deck will allow you to :
experience world-class high mountain views. Above the garage is a custom
og guest quarters with a spectacular kitchen, bath, large living room, an
bedroom combined into one unit. Bear Creek subdivision offers controlled
access through a gated entrance. MLS #738155
107 Marmot Lane « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Staf

IMPROVED PRICE $649,900
THIS HOME YOU HAVE TO SEE
TO BELIEVE!

« 3 bedroom e 2 bathroom
This could be your new home. Amaz-

ing Custom - Built Full log Home -

Entry room, living room, large kitchen
with island, lots of cabinet space,
laundry. This home has beautiful wrap S
around porches that offer great views of the mountains and cliffs. The
attached double garage is 576 Sq. Ft. with concrete floor. The home is

fully fenced. Additional 2,000 sq. ft. workshop. MLS#772697
181 Doe Circle « South For

Bernadette Gingrass « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

- — $658,000 MLS #785486
% 441Lande.South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

$433,000 MLS #789027
83 Highland « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE

Incredible views from this Mountain property! Varied
topography with mature Fir, Aspen, Pine and Pinion trees.
This 5.02-acre property allows you several building sites
to choose from. Paved roads located in gated Bear Creek

Lar subdivision. This property gives you great sun exposure
g ir 3 ‘ o withaccess to the forest service and a common area for
S = homeowners located on 20+ acres of the Rio Grande River.
Utilities and Good Well already in place 15 GPM. Gold Medal fishing, hunting and 4 wheeling
just moments away. Not to mention fabulous skiing at Wolf Creek Ski Resort! Bring Your
house plans this is the perfect property to build your Dream Home! Start your Adventure! Call
and schedule your showing today! $149,500 MLS #795402
4495 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Lot in great neighborhood with no HOA
just a hop, skip and jump from the majestic
South Fork River. This is the perfect place
to build your dream home. Water, sewer,
electricity and highspeed internet! Beautiful
views and close to all the amenities the town
of South Fork has to offer. Moments from the
South Fork River as well as the mighty Rio
Grande, World class fishing, hunting, hiking, snowmobiling, 4 wheeling and
all things outdoors. Start your adventure and schedule your showing today!
Price can’t be beat! $29,900 MLS#796452
63 Rivercrest Drive « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 * South Fork =
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate:com

2,023 S%. Ft. ount%in Qasis on&e with C aé]n]]and Elegance i Lé) Lomita
at South Fork Ranches. Tﬁs?)- e rogmz ath home with attached 675 Sq.
0 ‘SF acent to BML Land & National (forest
DS N orte Peak, Beaver Motgnam n
i

t porch ional |
ind hook up réjé‘  for your ownperson ﬁé’”“

Ft. 2 car garage is magical! Homy
= with am; gingg ounian views of |
Ramon frony

Aqu
. bre'ér eck wit
onal hot tub. Open flo
" — geﬁnwit kitchen, dinin; ivin, areabeautlfuﬁyﬁa roviele on walls
with cathedral ceilings, wood floor, large bay windows, wdo rmr% stove, propane rock fireplace ra jant
floor he: ‘1n ?nd_ proéane on demand water flystim. TE;S home has thiree llea, soFrces to keep Yohlwar nd
comfortable All winter long. Master bedroom Has large his & her master walk-in closets and patio door | fe %m
out fo the back dec Peéfg lace to enjoy your hot morning cup of coffee. The master bath has a beautitul large
walk-in fitle s o‘ﬁ'iera.n ual sinks, ﬁﬁgre dre two addifional nice size lguest g ﬁooms I your companyéo stay
a{b ¢f1]9r¥ e kitchen overlooks the iving area with large eaf in fou ter a ge. t}fo cougtelrs ce and lots
of built*in cabinets. There is b%tler amryg_rextrastor%%e at egtureisfa eutﬁj: ros}e &gasg f)or.Thl is
an (ﬁutst@n in, 13'0 erty wit Elun ant wildlife surrounded Eganox]? orest and BML lancan %gi(sje to } e
mig] ﬁ'RIO Gran eﬁéyer, Wolf Creek Ski area and the EIOG ande (o Fesort. ﬂlereJS umerous hiking, four
wheel nlg, g)ountam 1hme%(trallsm ¢ area for you to have ﬁ.\ t;ﬁ
your'adventure! call/tékt me and sche s| 18

concrefe pag

ﬁan. explore! Don't miss this o Eortunl Start
lule your personal showing today. Price $669,500 MLS #796!

115 La Lomita Circle « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftenscorealty.com

Beautiful 1,728 Sq. Ft. Mountain Home pm%e1 ;3 beds, 2 baths with additional large lot. Welcoming
entrance with closed in front porch. Beautiful Kitchen with matching appliances and custom-made
cabinets with soft close draws that include spice rack and corner round with plenty of storage for all

your cooking entertainment needs. Dining area just off the kitchen and living room area with propane

‘stove and beautiful brick ﬁreglace with wood burning stove in living area. Perfect place with beautiful

views to curl up enjo?' the fire and devour a good book. This home has three heat sources to keep
you cozy and warm all winter long, Off back side of the kitchen is a bright sunroom currently being
used for a wonderful craft room with large sliding door looking out to the back deck with stinning
iews of trees and mountains perfect for bird watching with the many varieties of birds that visit this area. Downstairs Mater/Guest bedroom
with large closet and cozy picture window seat for bird watching. Wonderful place to just sit with your morning cup of coffe, relax and enjoy.
the sunroom s door to large 2 car garage with huge work bench and cabinets for all your tools and woodsworking needs. gi)stzjrs you
have an additional bath and two guest bedrooms with large windows where Kou feel as if you are sleepingf.lamon st the beauti ‘pine trees.
Off the Sunroom and out the bac! m§e door awaits a wonderful deck to the back yard with a gas grill hooked up to propane for grilling
and entertaining friends and family. Out back you will be charmed by the little _fR;shop with electricity and all its smraée amenities with extra
shelving. There’s an additional shed which is used and perfect for wood storage. This home is one you must see! Located in Ponderosa Country
Estates with no HOA, paved roads and Town of South Fork water and sewer system. You will love visiting with the abundant wildlife that visits
this neighborhood, moments from the Rio Grande River, Rio Grande Golf Club, Wolf Creek ski area and everything outdoors! Don't let this
one pass you by! Won'tlast! Call me and schedule your personal showing today! $585,000 MLS #/96641

484 Conifer Drive « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steftens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a fun place for
family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the trees and backs up to the
Nalionaf Forest. The maf'estic South Fork River and Mi%_lhty Rio Grande with world class
fishing is just a short walk from the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen,

dining and living area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with E:

e log
caihedr;f ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen wi(h%e_aunful

designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living area with cus-
tom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all your entertaining. Kitc]
has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink and beautiful custom stained dgl
door. The Detailed Check Bli)xes include radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. Light
Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain
views. Master bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking
antique tub. Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional
sleeping area’s including office space and additional large droom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with
large workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will Yove the upstairs bunga-
low above the garage with kitchenette, living arca, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and frien
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling tog)(])ﬁmphy, open fields,
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods and
easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Go‘l’f Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportunity! This
property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. Start your
dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000 MLS #796960
37 Million Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

Steffens & Company Realty

719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160 - South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee is a 4th generation SOUTH
FORK NATIVE with a love for the
upper end of the San Luis Valley.

"~ FOR SALE
Use your phone
camera to scan!

Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

3D Virtual Tours
Text for Info technology

Pty ez

Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

12 Acres
COMMERCIAL, South

Fork
On Shoshone Trail, 4 miles
E of town. Appropriate
for commercial/light
industrial
Multi-family or VRBO
OK too. For more info
Call Dee Plucinski
MLS#770735 $550,000
Owners Motivated!

Text 135324 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

810 Grand Ave,
Del Norte
- | Prime business
location, 3,000
sq ft. BUSY
CORNER LOT
- Can become
any business!
MLS#779889
Call for price

— - =
Text 134436 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

27000 US
Hwy 160
28 acres on the |
Rio Grande
with water
well, 1-acre
pond and
1/2 mile of
riverfront.
MLS#785117

e ‘ . ) I
Text 135165 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

0 Old Homestead Road,
Del Norte
48 acres bordering
National Forest. Easy,
year-round access, both
Forest Service Road AND !
a county-maintained
road to the lot line. Ride
out and enjoy without
trailering your ATV or
snowmobile. L
$425,000 MLS#796222 TSRS &

Text 134434 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural [
Mountain Lots Available
West of Antonito in the
Conejos Canyon OWNER
FINANCING AVAILABLE
$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots,
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power | =
to lot line, great roads, gated %

community. Email Dee for br' -

an interactive document with [
photos, videos and descrip- |
tions of each lot.

Text 158223 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty

(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

418 Loveland Road -
South Fork
.90 acres in Upper
pine. No covenants,
Air B&B OK. Call Dee
Plucinski 719-873-5605.
MLS #796652 $38,000

Text 134123 to 25678
for more info

Dee Plucinski
Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605
dee@steffenscorealty.com

634 Arapahoe
Road, South Fork
3 bedroom 2 bath

home on 0.36

acres. No cove-

nants, Air B&B/
VRBO OK. Great
Views, incredibly
well kept. I
$315,000
MLS #797774

Text 134108 to 25678 for more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com
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