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MONTE VISTA  — The 
Colorado State University San 
Luis Valley Area Extension Office 
is offering a free lunch and learn 
series for America Saves Week, 
Feb. 27-March 2, from noon to 
1 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 27, — Saving 
Automatically

Tuesday, Feb. 28 — Saving for 
the Unexpected

Wednesday, March 1 — Saving 
for Major Milestones 

Thursday, March 2 — Paying 
Down Debt Is Saving

R e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 
https://23moneytalks.eventbrite.
com. A Zoom link for this online 
class will be emailed upon 
registration.

For more detailed information 
and application, contact Janae 
Naranjo at 719-852-7381 or janae.
naranjo@colostate.edu.

Fly the Coop 5K 
Run, Walk is 

March 11
MONTE VISTA — Join us 

for the first annual Fly the Coop 
5K Run and Walk March 11 at 
10 a.m. This race is scheduled to 
provide a fun, new event for the 
Crane Festival. All proceeds will 
go to Monte Vista Community 
Ambulance Service.

This race is for runners and 
walkers of all abilities, ages, and 
sizes. The event will begin at Ski 
Hi Park. There are numerous age 
divisions and the top three racers 
in each age group for both the run 
and the walk will receive ribbons. 
The top-three finishers of each race 
will receive medals. All entrants 
will receive a T-shirt and snacks 
after the race.

For more information email Deb 
Haverfield at runnerangunner@
gmail.com, or contact the Monte 
Vista Chamber. Pre-registration 
cost (before March 1) is $25. Race 
day registration will be at 9 a.m. 
with the cost of $30.

SLV Extension 
offering free lunch 

and learn series

By Patrick Shea

SAGUACHE — Commissioner Tom 
McCracken has consistently questioned 
food bank conundrums throughout Saguache 
County in recent months, and he went 
on record again on Feb. 21 to ask for 
leadership from county employees. While 
Social Services Director Christina Wilson 
delivered her report to commissioners, her 
staff members delivered provisions to Lazy 
KV Estates residents in the morning and 
Crestone in the afternoon.

Counting trucks with families, more than 
two dozen residents received boxes with 
provisions and bags of food in Crestone. 
Five or six people picked up Everyday Eats 
applications to register to receive food and 
commodities from the county. Rescheduled 

from the snowstorm of Feb. 14, the delivery is 
not the only food bank operating in Crestone.

Every Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Baca Grande Property Owners Association 
Library, residents can participate in another 
regularly scheduled food bank distribution 
run by Crestone volunteers. 

McCracken questioned what appeared to 
him to be a duplication of effort.

“I would like to see the county take the 
lead,” McCracken said. “That’s our job, is 
the way I look at it. Public health, too. We 
should find a way to provide services in places 
that are underserved.”

Commissioners Lynne Thompson and 
Liza Marron seemed to agree to accompany 
Wilson for a meeting with the Food Access 

Photo by Patrick Shea
On Feb. 21, Saguache County employees and volunteers distributed boxes of provisions 
to residents at the Lazy KV Estates and then later (pictured here) across the street from 
Crestone Town Hall.

Commissioner McCracken whips up leadership
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By Patrick Shea

CENTER — Dozens of Center 
business leaders, residents, and 
elected officials met at the Center 
Viking Youth Club on Feb. 21 to 
celebrate achievements over the 
past five years that put development 
plans into motion. Establishing Urban 
Renewal Authority (URA) is the 
next step.

After sharing tacos, rice, and beans 
from Azteca De Oro, participants heard 
reports from Center Town Manager 
Brian Lujan and representatives 
from Downtown Colorado Inc. 
(DCI). Center Consolidated Schools 

Superintendent Carrie Zimmerman 
had to leave early to catch the end 
of the girls high school basketball 
playoff game. For tax-collection and 
distribution, special districts like the 
school infrastructure play a key role 
in development.

To qualify for the money required 

Center prepares for Urban Renewal Authority

Center Town Manager Brian 
Lujan kicked off presentations 

and celebrations of development 
plans at the Center Viking Youth 

Club on Feb. 21.

Photo by Patrick Shea
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Photos by Sandra Marquez
People again supported the Kiwanis Club of Center’s President’s Day Pancake Supper on Monday, 
Feb. 20, at the Center School Cafeteria. This was the 67th year of the supper that serves as a fundraiser 
for the local Kiwanis Club.

Center Kiwanis 67th 
annual Pancake Supper

By Patrick Shea

SAN LUIS VALLEY — In 2022, 
the Colorado State Land Board 
managed multiple parcels across the 
San Luis Valley, and the board is 
looking to add at least one more to the 
Stewardship Trust for 2023.

Out of Colorado’s 66.5 million 
acres, the State Land Board owns 2.8 
million acres of surface rights and 
more than 4 million acres underground. 
This ownership dates to the birth of 
Colorado in 1876 when the federal 
government granted the land, and the 
state constitution created the State 
Board of Land Commissioners to 
administer it. Land trusts throughout 
the country shared the same purpose: to 
generate revenue for public education 
and other institutions.

State Land 
Board 

Stewardship 
Trust 

expanding

Photo by Patrick Shea
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OBituary

Gerald (Tiny) Sears was born 
on March 14, 1930, to Samuel 
and Viva (Hiatt) Sears and passed 
away peacefully at his home in Cleo 
Springs, Okla., surrounded by his 
family. He was 92.

Gerald was in the Army in 
Germany where he met and married 
his wife, Elly. After the Army, he 
worked at Boeing as an airplane 
mechanic in Wichita, Kan. The 
family then moved to Cleo Springs 
where he worked at Vance Air Force 
Base in Enid before he and Elly 
purchased his father’s gas station 
which they ran for several years. 
He was also the first Fire Chief in 
Cleo Springs in 1964. 

In 1971 they purchased a motel 
and moved their family to South 
Fork, Colo. In 1978 they sold the 
motel and moved back to Cleo 
Springs where they bought the 
Curve Gas and Deli. 

After several years they sold the 
business then retired and traveled 
before settling back in South Fork 
where they resided and built storage 
units. They sold those and returned 
to Cleo Springs where they have 
resided since. He was definitely a 
man of many talents. He loved his 
family unconditionally and helped 
anybody at any time. He was full 
of humor and wit and he loved to 
go fishing whenever he had the 

Gerald Lee Sears
March 14, 1930 - February 5, 2023

chance. Side hugs were generous 
to everyone that knew him, loved 
and respected him. 

Gerald is survived by his wife 
Elly, of 69 years, his children Hal 
Wendler of South Fork, Colorado, 
Rene Littrell and husband Bill of 
Cleo Springs, and Karen Swan 
of Cleo Springs and Kurtis Sears 
and wife Carla of South Fork, 
eight grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Sam and Viva and sisters 
LauraBell and LaVonna.

There are no services pending 
for Gerald Lee Sears, 92, of Cleo 
Springs, Oklahoma. Arrangements 
are by the Fairview Funeral Home 
Inc..  

Condolences may be made online 
at www.fairviewfuneralhomeinc.
com.

SAGUACHE COUNTY  — 
The following information was 
provided by the Saguache County 
Sheriff ’s Office for the period 
between Feb. 13 and Feb. 19, 2023.

Sheriff staff potentially collected 
$1,165 for six traffic violations. 
They also tended to four crashes 
with property damage and injuries, 
assisted a motorist in Moffat, and 
fielded a traffic complaint. They 
conducted one search and rescue 
operation, arranged four ambulance 
rides, helped a mental subject in 
Crestone, and made three welfare 
checks.

Deputies patrolled Saguache 
six times, investigated suspicious 
activity north of Moffat and theft in 

Moffat and Saguache, responded to 
reports of threats in Crestone, and 
tracked fraud in Center. 

In addition to monitoring 14 
controlled burns, staff responded 
to a fire on County Road T near 
Moffat.

Arrests
• A 41-year-old Alamosa man 

was arrested for child abuse and 
third-degree assault and brought 
in for court-ordered fingerprints.

• A 46-year-old Center man was 
arrested and detained for identity 
theft and three violations of a 
protection order. 

• A Reno, NV man was arrested 
and transferred to Rio Grande 
County.

Saguache cOunty Sheriff’S rePOrt

Coalition on March 3.
Before the department head 

reports, the board recognized 
David Frees for receiving the 2022 
Emergency Manager of the Year 
Award for the San Luis Valley. 
Members of Search and Rescue 
operations and other emergency 
professionals from across the valley 
joined the recognition celebration 
in the courthouse. In addition to 

Search and Rescue, Frees devotes 
time to the fire department out of 
Villa Grove and is a trained EMS 
technician who also runs his ranch.

The public comment period 
featured two tales of blight in 
Saguache County. A resident in the 
room encouraged the county to use 
more carrots than sticks and hoped 
the community could find a way to 
help people on hard times who do 

not have the resources to clean up 
properties. The following public 
comment via Zoom seemed directed 
at legal justification for unregistered 
motor vehicles on private property, 
but the man failed to cite the 
statute number for Commissioner 
McCracken.

Throughout Colorado, residents 
who receive Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits 

will notice a sharp reduction at the 
start of March when the emergency 
assistance ceases. For a household 
of four, the funding drop will be 
approximately $360 below what they 
have been receiving monthly since 
the emergency assistance increase 
began during the pandemic. In the 
meantime, inflation has risen sharply, 
perhaps equaling the pre-pandemic 
spending power of SNAP benefits.

FOOD BANK Continued from Page 1A

to develop the North 90, establishing 
Urban Renewal Authority is essential. 
Fortunately, the preliminary work 
from Lujan, his staff, DCI, and MASS 
Design helped secure the first $10 
million in grant funding and laid 
the groundwork for meeting URA 
requirements. The details presented 
on-screen show even greater potential. 
Economic development in Center is 
not limited to the North 90 project.

One map during the presentation 
showed areas eligible for URA 
designation in and around Center. 
In addition to the enormous 90-acre 
parcel, dozens of potential sites 

sprinkled across town. Projects in 
the community park can develop in 
tandem with North 90 development, 
for example.

Financially, URA designation 
allows Center and the special 
districts to leverage “tax-incremented 
financing” (TIF) for access to 
substantial funds. Currently, the 
assessed value of residential and 
commercial property in Center is 
relatively flat year-to-year because 
the tax base doesn’t change much. 
But if a major project increases tax 
collection projections over time, the 
25-year forecast shows substantial 

revenues.
With tax-incremented financing, 

the future increase can be accessed 
in advance. For example, one URA 
in the Denver area used TIF funds 
to pay off loans and close out the 
URA 10 years before the customary 
25-year time frame. Slicing this pie 
further, the special districts within 
the Center community can budget 
concurrently with the North 90 
development project.

URBAN Continued from Page 1A

Staff rePOrt

CONEJOS COUNTY  — A 
72-year-old Chromo man was 
found alive Feb. 15 in the Trujillo 
Meadows Area of La Manga Pass 
after being caught in blizzard 
conditions and spending the night 
outside,  the Conejos County 
Sheriff’s Office reported.

At 8:20 p.m. on Feb. 14, the 
Conejos County Sheriff’s Office 
was notified by the San Luis 
Valley Communications Center 
of an Emergency SPOT Signal in 
the Trujillo Meadows Area of La 
Manga Pass. The signal was coming 
from a device carried by Carey M. 
Bare, of Chromo, Colo. Bare was 
in the back country cross country 
skiing when he got lost in blizzard 
conditions, approximately five 
miles west of Colorado Highway 17 
above Trujillo Meadows Reservoir.

Both Conejos County Sheriff 
Garth Crowther and Undersheriff 
Blake Crowther responded to 
the area. Bare’s vehicle was 
found parked at  the Trujil lo 
Meadows Reservoir turn off. Due 
to the blizzard conditions and poor 
visibility the decision was made to 
leave the area and return early the 
following morning, the sheriff’s 
office reported.

S h e r i f f  C r o w t h e r  a n d 
Undersheriff Crowther returned 
to the area early on the morning of 
Feb. 15 with help from US Forest 
Service Officers Lynn Wubben, 
Milo Medina, and Ariel Rodriguez. 
With Forest Service snowmobiles 
and a recently purchased snowcat, 

Courtesy photo

A snowcat was used to locate a 72-year-old Chromo man and bring him 
to an ambulance after spending the night in blizzard conditions in the 
Trujillo Meadows Area, the Conejos County Sheriff’s Office reported.

CCSO: Chromo man found alive after 
spending night in blizzard conditions

from the Conejos County Search 
and Rescue, officers made their 
way to Bare’s location. Bare was 
located from coordinates supplied 
by his emergency device.

Bare was found by officers in 
a Yurt but reported he had been 
outside in the elements all night. 
He was wet, cold and on the verge 
of hypothermia when he was found, 

the sheriff’s office reported. Bare 
was brought out in the snowcat to 
an ambulance that transported him 
to the Conejos County Hospital.

Sheriff Crowther thanked the 
San Luis Valley Communications 
Center, members of the Conejos 
County Search and Rescue Team 
and the officers from the US Forest 
Service for their help.
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OPiniOn & editOrial

Last November, the Great Salt 
Lake, iconic landmark of the Great 
Basin Desert, fell to its lowest surface 
elevation ever recorded. The lake had 
lost 73% of its water and 60% of its area. 
More than 800 square miles of lakebed 
sediments were laid bare to become 
dust sources laden with heavy metals.

Without emergency action to double 
the lake’s inflow, it could dry out in 
five years. “We’re seeing this system 
crash before our eyes,” warns Bonnie 
Baxter, director of the Great Salt Lake 
Institute at Salt Lake City’s Westminster 
College.

Settlers colonized the eastern 
shoreline 175 years ago, displacing 
Native peoples, and all of us who 
followed have mostly taken this desert 
lake and its fiery sunsets for granted. 
But the lake is an economic engine as 
well as an ecological treasure.

Its waters and wetlands yield 
thousands of jobs and an annual $2.5 
billion for Utah from mineral extraction 
and brine shrimp eggs used worldwide 
as food for farmed fish and shrimp. The 
lake also suppresses windblown toxic 
dust, boosts precipitation of incoming 
storms through the “lake effect,” and 
supports 80% of Utah’s wetlands.

The Great Salt Lake has no outlet. It 
can hold its own against evaporation 
only if sufficient water arrives from 
three river systems, fed by snowmelt in 
the lake’s 21,000-square-mile mountain 
watershed. When that flow declines, the 
shallow lake recedes.

In each of the last three years the 
lake has received less than a third of 
its average streamflow, recorded since 
1850. And as the lake shrinks, it grows 
saltier, currently measuring 19 percent 
salinity. This is six times as salty as 
the ocean and well past the 12 percent 
salinity that’s ideal for brine shrimp 
and brine flies.

More than 10 million birds depend 
on the lake’s tiny invertebrates for 

This past Tuesday people gathered in 
various places to celebrate something 
called Fat Tuesday. Now Ol’ Dutch 
can celebrate that every day of the 
year, but this is a tad different than 
a measure of my girth and weight. 
Mardi Gras is a French term for the 
phrase Fat Tuesday. It is also called 
Shrove Tuesday, Carnival Tuesday 
or Pancake Day depending on where 
you live. That day celebrates the end 
of the Carnival Season where people 
tend to party to the maximum while 
wearing clothes to the minimum at 
least in the warmer climes.

We all have heard of Mardi Gras 
in New Orleans as they splash that all 
over the television for us to see sans the 
naked people often wandering down 
Bourbon Street. And for some reason 
women can exchange a peek at their 
uppers in exchange for some worthless 
beads which they tend to do more and 
more as the alcohol consumed takes 
effect. They also have a lot of parades 
with outlandish floats and characters all 
dressed to the nines in crazy and jewel 
bedazzled costumes.

Now while Shrove Tuesday did make 
some sense being the last Tuesday 
before the start of Lent, I never could 
quite figure out the Pancake Day 
name. However, being from Kansas 
we did have our very own last Tuesday 
celebration and in Liberal, Kansas they 
have a pancake race. This is a 415-yard 
race (do not ask me why) and is done in 
competition with their sister city Olney 
Buckinghamshire, England (again do 
not ask me why) and women in skirts, 
leggings and tennis shoes run the race 
flipping a pancake in a skillet to see 
who is the fastest of them all. It has 
expanded now into an all-day affair 
and a big pancake eating contest is also 
afoot to which Ol’ Dutch says, Amen.

All this celebration is in preparation 
for the following 40 days of Lent, 
which means a person needs to cut 
back on the partying and fast and pray. 
So, people have taken this to heart to 
mean that before they have to start 
being good, they need to get all the 
bad out of their system and let it all 
hang out. Literally.

Ol’ Dutch was in the New Orleans 
area one year during this time and even 
though I did not go down to see the 
naked and drunk people on Bourbon 
Street, I did see some sights while there 
that scarred me forever. For you see they 
do not limit their bacchanal activities 
to just the parade routes and bars, but 

Get your sinning 
done early

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Writers on the Range
by Stephen Trimble

all kinds of scantily clad individuals 
can be seen at the laundromat, grocery 
stores and fish bait stations. Again, do 
not ask me why. The last one really 
threw me for a loop as there can be 
nothing worse than loose appendages 
dangling in the wind when trying to 
thread a worm on your hook. I guess a 
naked body is not so offensive in and 
of itself, but the average American is 
just not that attractive in their birthday 
suit and need to keep some of that fat 
covered up on Fat Tuesday.

By the time you read this drivel you 
will have already passed the time when 
you can sin at will and are now supposed 
to be seeking forgiveness, praying 
without ceasing or at least wearing 
adequate clothes. It is interesting to note 
that most of the excessive partying up to 
Shrove Tuesday is in warmer climates 
and that is good as trying to keep the 
nips and tips from freezing on a ski 
slope would prove to be impossible.

Only mankind can come up with 
these kinds of celebrations whereby 
you get to do whatever you want until 
a certain day, when you get forgiven 
and can start your journey to Nirvana. 
Which you may not see again for the 
next 18 years depending on just how 
wild you got. So, enjoy the next 40 days 
of Lent and some peace and quiet, at 
least in your own life for now until we 
can come up with some other reason to 
party. And for those of you that missed 
your golden opportunity to sin at will, 
there is always next year.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found at 
www.troutrepublic.com.

It’s do or die for the Great Salt Lake
food. Half of the world’s population 
of Wilson’s phalaropes feasts on Great 
Salt Lake brine flies in summer, taking 
on fat reserves for their 3,400-mile, non-
stop migration to South America. For 
phalaropes, the lake is “a lifeline,” says 
conservation biologist Maureen Frank.

All these wonders do best with a 
minimum healthy lake level of about 
4,200 feet in elevation, which the Great 
Salt Lake hasn’t seen for 20 years.

You could say that the crisis snuck 
up on us.

Our big build-up of dams, canals and 
pipelines to harness incoming water 
throughout the lake’s watershed began 
soon after 1900. With a lake this big and 
with natural fluctuations in weather, 
“unsustainable behavior doesn’t get 
noticed until you are really far down 
the line,” says Ben Abbott, ecologist 
at Brigham Young University.

By the 1960s, diversions had bled 
the lake to levels nearly as low as we 
see today. But then an extraordinary 
wet period masked the downward 
trend. In the mid-1980s, the lake hit 
an historic high, flooding wetlands and 
highways and threatening the Salt Lake 
City Airport.

When precipitation dropped to 
normal, lake levels declined again, 
aided by today’s drying and warming 
climate, which is reducing natural flows 
and increasing evaporation, a recent but 
growing impact.

But agriculture is the primary driver 
of the disappearing lake. Two-thirds of 
the diversions in the Great Salt Lake 
watershed go to farms and ranches. 
With climate change accelerating, 
experts say the only way to bring back 
the lake is to decrease diversions and 
crank open the spigots of incoming 
streams.

Because Utah manages its own water, 
it’s up to the state Legislature to save 
the lake. “We can’t talk water into the 
lake” through studies and task forces, 

as Salt Lake City Rep. Joel Briscoe puts 
it. The State Legislature can — and 
must — pass mandates and incentives 
to reduce water use, purchase water 
rights, pay farmers to fallow fields and 
increase streamflow.

To pass such legislation, lawmakers 
must withstand unremitting pressure 
from a chorus of high-paid and powerful 
water lobbyists.

The 2023 Utah legislative session 
ends on March 3. If the members don’t 
take sufficient and difficult action to 
save the Great Salt Lake from collapse, 
the lake will face ruin. As the Brigham 
Young University scientist Ben Abbott 
says, “Unlike politicians, hydrology 
doesn’t negotiate.”

Waiting another year may be too 
late. Utah — the second driest state in 
the nation — must come to grips with 
its arid heart.

Stephen Trimble is a contributor to 
Writers on the Range, writersontherange.
org, an independent nonprofit dedicated to 
spurring conversation about the West. A 
35th anniversary update of his book, “The 
Sagebrush Ocean: A Natural History of the 
Great Basin,” will be published next year.
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Eat, drink and shop with a 
purpose by supporting the 

locally owned businesses that 
bring variety, diversity, jobs 
and economic prosperity to 

our neighborhoods!

www.RGBank.bank

3416 Mariposa Street
Alamosa 

719-589-2536

901 First Avenue
Monte Vista 

719-852-5933

Member FDIC
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Lender
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Let’s Dish it Out!
 Looking for a way to 

make your community 
a better place? Join The 
Dish! The Dish is an up 
and coming community 

organization focused on event planning and bringing 
people together through great food. Sign up now and 
help us build a stronger, more vibrant town. Contact 

thedish@gmail.com to get involved today!

In 1996, Colorado voters added 
the 16th amendment to the Colorado 
Constitution, which reorganized the 
State Land Board structure in place 
since 1876. Seeking to provide long-
term revenue, the amendment sparked 
the Stewardship Trust program. Today, 
this includes 296,426 acres and 110 
properties across the state, roughly 
one-tenth of State Land Board acreage. 
To raise money, they have 10 separate 
lines of business, leasing land under 
terms that meet the mission of land 
stewardship.

Three of the six San Luis Valley 
counties contain Stewardship Trust 
parcels. In Conejos County, they 
stretch up into the high country, and 
the Alamosa County properties are not 
far from the city of Alamosa.

Saguache County currently includes 
three Stewardship Trust properties. 
Alder Creek south of Poncha Pass 
covers 480 acres. Northwest of 
Saguache, the Jack’s Creek area is 640 
acres, and the Biedell Creek property 
immediately west of La Garita is 
approximately 18,000 acres.

Every year, the Stewardship Trust 
generates a list of properties to add. 
A 640-acre parcel west of La Garita 
called the Little La Garita Creek area 
made the 2023 list.

Lindsey Brandt from the State Land 
Board described the selection process 
to Saguache County Commissioners 
on Feb. 14. Brandt also clarified the 
Stewardship Trust’s role in regulation.

According to Brandt, “We are an 
entirely self-funded agency. We do 
not have any tax funding, and we’re 
also not a regulatory agency. So, 
all of our lessees have to comply 
with local regulations and have 
necessary permits. We’re simply a 
land management agency.”

Like the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and other federal agencies, the 
Colorado State Land Board manages 
a variety of activities on the same 
ground.

Within the Biedell Creek area a 
few miles west of La Garita, two 

Photos by Patrick Shea
The Colorado State Land Board 
manages different leases on 
parcels throughout the San Luis 
Valley, including an 80-acre site 
leased by SLVGO (San Luis Valley 
Great Outdoors). 

LAND Continued from Page 1A
lessees share part of a nearly 16,000-
acre stretch. San Luis Valley Great 
Outdoors (SLVGO) holds a 10-year 
recreational lease for private activity 
on 80 acres. Multiple dwellings on 
the parcel are privately managed by 

SLVGO.
Another outfit out of Del Norte has 

a 10-year agricultural lease on adjacent 
and overlapping 15,844 acres.

While the Stewardship Trust 
expands, it removes properties from 

the program if lessees do not meet 
stewardship standards. Brandt said 
it rarely occurs. The stewardship bar 
remains unchanged.

Since 2008, the State Land Board 
has collected more than $2 billion 
for Colorado schools through the 
Building Excellent Schools Today 
(BEST) grants program. Over 15 
years statewide, the BEST recipients 
in 141 school districts have received 
354 grants.

In the San Luis Valley, 20 BEST 
grant awards have funded construction 
and other capital improvements for 
schools in all six counties.

Blue areas mark parcels under Colorado Stand Land Board ownership, 
and gold areas show the 110 Stewardship Trust properties across the 
state (296,426 acres).
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San Juan Nordic Club groomers, Chris Getz and Katie Goodleaf, doing 
their magic on behalf of the club.

San Juan Nordic Club’s ski trails
By Sue fOSter

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Have 
you ever thought about what goes 
into making those beautifully 
groomed ski tracks on the trail 
that take you into the quiet and 
solitude of the San Luis Valley’s 
backcountry? The mission of the 
San Juan Nordic Club (SJNC) is to 
provide groomed and ungroomed 
winter trails for non-motorized use 
by people of all ages and abilities; 
and to provide winter recreation, 
education and community-building 
experiences. Mark Seaton, a long-
time groomer and past president of 
the SJNC, and Laura Conchelos, 
current president of the club, 
recently shed some light on what 
goes into making those beautifully 
groomed ski tracks.

First, a snow dance or two 
is needed to bring about a nice 
snowstorm that dumps 6 inches or 
more of fresh snow. Then the real 
work begins. A cadre of five to eight 
groomers, all volunteers, graciously 
give of their time, energy, skills, 
knowledge and resources to prepare 
the newly snow-covered trails for 
cross-country skiing, both classic 
and skate skiing, and snowshoeing. 
Usually, the groomers work in pairs, 
for greater safety and efficiency. 
Two sites currently are groomed 
by the SJNC, depending on snow 
conditions, which include Big 

Meadows on Wolf Creek Pass and 
Rock Creek, southwest of Monte 
Vista — a total of 8 miles. The SJNC 
also grooms the Bishop’s Rock 
area and provides walking and ski/
snowshoe trails on the Monte Vista 
Golf Course, as snow conditions 
allow.

Grooming a trail takes a half day 
to a full day for the groomers to 
complete. The SJNC membership 
dues and donations pay for gas, 
mechanical servicing, personal 
vehicle mileage and repairs of 
the snowmobiles and grooming 
implements .  The SJNC is  a 
nonprofit and functions solely 
on membership dues,  annual 
fundraising, monetary donations 
and tons of in-kind donations of 
time, effort and use of personal 
vehicles.

There are four major steps to 
turning a snowfall into smooth, 
ski-able trails. These steps include:  

• Pre-Season Preparation: The 
trails are cleared of windfallen trees, 
and vegetation is trimmed using 
loppers and brush saws by hand and 
motorized trimmers. 

• Packing: The snow is packed 
down to remove the air from the 
snow to get a dense base along the 
trail. A snowmobile may be used 
alone initially and then a large roller 
or “groomer,” a device attached to 
the back of the snowmobile, is used 
to put pressure on the snow to pack 

it. This step may be done a day or 
two before step four to allow the 
snow to “set.”

• Leveling: This step is done as 
part of the grooming process to 
spread the snow out evenly. The 
smoother and more level the trail, 
the better the skiing will be! This is 
often done by hand shoveling and 
occasionally a member’s snowcat 
is used.

• Tracksetting: The groomer 
device also holds an implement 
called a “tracksetter,” which is used 
to make parallel tracks or grooves 
using weighted moulds for classic 
skiing. It is best if the new tracks 
are allowed a couple of hours to 
“set up” before they are skied on.

The SJNC owns three snowmobiles 
and groomers and two trailers with 
which to transport the equipment. 
Several volunteer groomers donate 
space in their barns or machine 
sheds to house and store this heavy 
equipment.

The take-home messages are:
• The trails are for everybody.
• Please note the signs along the 

way that indicate the “designated” 
area for track skiers, skate skiers 
who should use the area in the 
middle of the trail between the two 
sets of tracks and snowshoers who 
are directed to the packed trail, 
outside (on the opposite side) of 
the tracks.

• Dog owners are asked to please 

pick up dog doo-doo along the trail. 
It makes for a mess on skis, the 
grooming equipment and the trail.

• The trails are free to all users! 
This opportunity for outdoor, 
healthy, fun-filled adventure is 
available only through donations, 
club fundraising through its annual 
Ski/Gear Swap in early December 
and volunteer community members 
who are willing to give of their time 
and resources.

The San Juan Nordic Club is 
one of three Nordic ski clubs in 
the Valley. There is also the South 

Fork Nordic Club which grooms 
just west of South Fork and the 
Upper Rio Grande Nordic Club 
which grooms at various sites near 
Creede. For more information on the 
San Juan Nordic Club, visit https://
sjnordic.wordpress.com/ where 
you can submit your membership 
form online and then receive timely 
electronic grooming reports.

Sue Foster is a member of the 
Conejos Writers Circle that was 
featured in the Valley Courier on 
Feb. 7.
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By JOhn WaterS

ALAMOSA — The Brigham 
Young University Department of 
Dance International Folk Dance 
Ensemble (IFDE) and Mountain 
Strings presented a whirlwind dance 
and music production on Feb. 16 at 
Adams State University.

The  produc t ion ,  Journey : 
Reflections, was a 90-minute 
voyage of dance and music that 
explored the world’s cultures. 
According to the performance 
program, “Journey: Reflections, 
invites all to look back and reflect 
on the path that has shaped us into 
who we are today and to find unity 
in differences. Despite their diverse 
appearances, the dances exemplify 
how we all have the same human 
experiences.” 

Jeanette Geslison, who leads 
the dance group, told the BYU 
publication the Daily Universe in 
an interview that the show is about 
“reflecting on the differences and 
similarities we celebrate through 
the cultural variety that exists in 
the world. The similarities in our 
value systems, our traditions, and 
our beliefs.”

Geslison added that this production 
invites everyone in attendance to 
reflect on the role that culture can 
and has played in their own lives.

To honor the cultures the troupe 
is representing on stage, costumes 
are either bought in their native 

Dancers from Brigham Young University delight audience

In the Fandango Veracruzano, the music and dance of Veracruz. Mexico blended Spanish, African, and Caribbean rhythms.

countries or sourced with local 
fabric.

With perfectly executed dance 
routines from Romania, England, 
Wales, Ireland, Mexico, and India, 
the audience at ASU’s Plachy Hall 
experienced that cultural variety 
on Thursday evening through the 
ensemble’s furious footwork.

Since 1956, the dancers of the 
IFDE have performed throughout 
the United States and in over 29 
countries. 

Dancers from Brigham Young 
University perform a Romanian 

folk dance at Plachy Hall on 
the campus of Adams State 

University in Alamosa on Feb. 16. 

Photos by John Waters

San Luis Valley Soul Players is hosting Community Conversation series
cOntriButed

COSTILLA COUNTY  — 
Residents from all backgrounds are 
invited to participate in a series of 
community conversations. 
The San Luis Soul 
Players of the Valley is 
hosting a Community 
Conversation series 
for the Rural Action 
Project, a partnership 
between Colorado State 
University and communities 
across the state designed to help rural 
communities thrive.

Community meetings will take 
place between 5:30 and 8 p.m. on 
Feb. 21 and 28, and March 7 at the 
Costilla County Conservancy District 
building. During the meetings, 
residents from Costilla County will 
have a chance to learn about ways 
to build robust rural communities 

and an opportunity to share their 
experiences and ideas for creating 
a healthy community. By the end, 

residents will work together to 
develop and implement a 

local project to improve 
community. 

“Civic building is one 
the best investments 
communities can make 

to support long-term 
resilience for a thriving 

community,” said Patti Schmitt, 
Community Development Director for 
the Office of Engagement and Extension 
at Colorado State University. “We 
have to invest in processes that bring 
community members together, help 
to create new and strengthen existing 
relationships, and build towards the 
vision we have for our local areas.”

During these conversations, 
community members will get to know 

one another and design a project for 
Costilla County. The Rural Action 
Project will honor local experiences 
and stakeholders and build on the 

things unique and special to the 
community. Everyone is invited. 
Translation, interpretation, childcare, 
and food will be provided.

Register by calling or emailing 
Carol Gurule by Feb. 20, at carol.
gurule@colostate.edu or 970-491-
5699 or 719-852-7381.
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San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2022-2023

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

Girls
Class 1A

La Veta 54 ............................... Sierra Grande 52
Centennial 51....................................... Creede 20
Hoehne 75 ............................... Sierra Grande 34
Sangre de Cristo 62 .......................... Antonito 19
Hanover 42 ........................................ Antonito 16
Sangre de Cristo 71 .......................... John Mall 2
Centennial 55 ........................................Moffat 22
Bayfield 59 ..........................................Creede 24

Class 2A
Trinidad 21 ............................................Center 18
Pagosa Springs 43 .......................Monte Vista 16
Monte Vista 48 ................................... Sargent 42
Sanford 50 ........................................... Center 32
Pagosa Springs 40 ......................... Del Norte 23
Monte Vista 42 ..................................Trinidad 26
Center 42 ..........................................Cotopaxi 25
Sargent 46 ...............................Custer County 44
Del Norte 36 .......................................Sanford 31

Boys
Class 1A

La Veta 47 ................................Sierra Grande 44
Hoehne 59 ............................... Sierra Grande 29
Centennial 69 ...................................... Creede 50
Sangre de Cristo 69 ......................... Antonito 34
Dolores 50 ...........................................Creede 48
John Mall 59 ....................... Sangre de Cristo 52
Honover 58 ....................................... Antonito 25
Centennial 61 .........................................Moffat 40

Class 2A
Center 50 ...........................................Trinidad 31
Pagosa Springs 41 .......................Monte Vista 32
Monte Vista 48 ....................................Sargent 21
Sanford 64 ............................................Center 21
Pagosa Springs 69 ..........................Del Norte 43
Custer County 55 ..............................Sargent 23
Monte Vista 62 ..................................Trinidad 38
Cotopaxi 56 ...........................................Center 51
Del Norte 54 ....................................... Sanford 45

Class 3/4A
Manitou Springs 71 .......................... Alamosa 62
Alamosa 66 ....................................... Bayfield 37

It seems we have an epidemic of 
insecure people in our society today. 
People have an identity crisis because 
they don’t know who they are. They try 
to find their identity in who they know, 
their position at work, their academic 
degrees, what they own, the clothes 
they wear…and the list goes on. 

Insecurity involves our thoughts 
and shows up in the way we think 
and feel about ourselves. So I want 
to ask you: What do you think about 
yourself? How do you feel about 
yourself? Do you compare yourself 
with others and feel belittled or 
threatened around people who can 
do things you can’t do or have things 
you don’t have?

It’s not God’s will for us to be 
insecure and live in fear. First John 
4:18 (NIV) says, “There is no fear 
in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear….” God loves you and He wants 
you to learn to be all you are in Christ. 
Because when you know who you are 
in Christ, you will be secure in your 
worth as a child of God.

Is It About Your Who or Your 
Do?

For more than 45 years now, I’ve 
been teaching God’s Word. He put 
a desire in my heart to help people 
by sharing the Gospel and showing 
them how to grow in their faith in 
Christ, and He gave me a gift to be 
a communicator. By His grace, our 
ministry has grown and we have the 
privilege today of reaching millions 
of people around the world with our 
Enjoying Everyday Life show on TV, 
radio and online.

It’s been an amazing journey, and 
I feel so humbled by the way God 
has used me to share Christ and help 
people in need. But if I ever stop 
teaching the Word publicly, I’ll still 
have value because I’m a child of 

God and He loves me. My identity 
is not this ministry—I am more than 
that because of who I am in Christ.

The truth is, our worth, or value, 
is not based on what we do. We find 
our value in knowing we’re created 
by God to be His children, knowing 
Christ, having Him as our Savior, 
and living in relationship with God, 
secure in His love for us.

It’s important to understand that 
we can’t earn God’s love; it’s a gift 
He offers that we receive by faith. 
And He wants to have a personal 
relationship with each one of us 
because He loves us. Every person is 
equally valuable to God!

Where’s Your Confidence?
In the Amplified Bible, Philippians 

3:3 says that “we [who are born-
again have been reborn from above—
spiritually transformed, renewed, set 
apart for His purpose and] are the 
true circumcision, who worship in the 
Spirit of God and glory and take pride 
and exult in Christ Jesus and place no 
confidence [in what we have or who 
we are] in the flesh.” 

This scripture clearly tells us we 
shouldn’t get our confidence from 
how we look, who we know, what 
we have or what we do. We “place 
no confidence in the flesh,” and are 
confident in who we are in Christ: 
loved, forgiven, redeemed, “the 
righteousness of God [that is…
acceptable to Him and placed in 
a right relationship with Him by 
His gracious lovingkindness]” (2 
Corinthians 5:21 AMP).

As a child of God, you are a unique 
creation, and I want to encourage you 
to value and respect the person He 
made you to be. I’m not talking about 
accepting sin in your life, but when 
you’ve submitted yourself to God, 
confessed your sin and received His 

The Solution to Overcoming 
an Identity Crisis

forgiveness, then you can be all He 
created you to be and enjoy your life! 

True joy comes when you know 
who you are in Christ and you can 
focus on reaching out to others, 
helping to make their lives better. And 
it all starts with knowing God loves 
you, that His love is unconditional, 
and you can’t buy His love with any 
amount of good works. 

God’s love for us is based on who 
He is, not on us—who we are or 
how good we are. When you have 
a revelation of how much He loves 
you, it makes you secure and you can 
confidently say, “God loves me. He 
has a good plan for me. I trust Him, 
and everything in my life is going to 
work out for good—in Christ!”

For more on this topic, order 
Joyce’s four-teaching resource The 
Fearsome Four. You can also contact 
us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, Inc. She 
has authored more than 140 books, 
including BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and LOVING PEOPLE WHO 
ARE HARD TO LOVE (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations worldwide. 
For more information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.

Universal Preschool Colorado: Deadline to sign 
up for first round extended to Feb. 24

cOntriButed

DENVER — Since launching 
the application for Universal 
Preschool (UPK) Colorado this 
January, nearly 28,000 families 
have signed up to participate in 
the state-funded high-quality, 
voluntary mixed delivery preschool 
program available to every child in 
the year before they are eligible to 
enter kindergarten.

Over 150 new providers have 
signed up to participate in UPK 
since the January family launch. 
To ensure that as many Colorado 
parents as possible can sign up 
for the program and recognizing 
that this is a new system, CDEC 
is extending its timeline to allow 
ample time for families to re-enter 
the system and review and edit their 
applications. This adjusted timeline 
will also allow new families to get 

into the system before the first 
round of matching.

“Our priority is to ensure every 
eligible Colorado child is able to 
access our preschool program and 
this extension will give families 
more time to enroll, put their child 
on the path to success, and help 
save families an average of $6,000 
per year,” said Lisa Roy, CDEC 
Executive Director.

From Feb. 17-24, CDEC will 
allow families who have already 
selected their providers to reopen 
their  ini t ial  applicat ion and 
reevaluate their choices of providers 
to make sure they still have the best 
providers selected for their needs. 
CDEC has modified the timeline 
of future application launches to 
accommodate the circumstances 
and to give families ample time to 
review their choices. Additionally, 

the deadline for families to apply in 
the first round of applications has 
been extended to Feb. 24.

On Feb. 27, the matching process 
will begin with the first batch of 
applications. On March 30, families 
will receive an email from the 
state letting them know who they 
matched with and what the next 
steps for enrollment look like.

The system will continue to 
be open to new families to apply 
throughout the spring, summer 
and into fall. CDEC will announce 
a date for the second batch of 
applications to be matched after the 
first batch of applicants is matched. 

Every child will receive up 
to 15 hours of UPK per week 
in  the year  before they are 
eligible for kindergarten. Up to 
30 hours of free preschool will 
be available for children with 

one or more qualifying factors, 
pending availability and funding. 
Three-year-olds with one or more 
qualifying factors are eligible for 10 
hours. Qualifying factors include 
household incomes under 270% 
of the Federal Poverty Guidelines, 
having an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP), housing status, 
dual language learner, and foster/
kinship care.

For families with 3- or 4-year-
olds in need of special education 
preschool services, register on upk.
colorado.gov and select if your 
child has an IEP. Families with 
3-year-olds will then select the 
school district they live in and will 
be contacted by the school district 
directly to determine enrollment in 
a specific school. Every Colorado 
family with a 4-year-old that wants 
to participate in UPK Colorado 

will be able to do so and CDEC 
anticipates a successful launch in 
the 2023-24 school year.

Enrollment is on a roll ing 
basis and families can log in to 
UPK.Colorado.Gov to find a 
provider in their area. There is no 
deadline to sign up. Learn more 
about Colorado’s Universal Pre-K 
program.

The  Depar tment  o f  Ear ly 
Childhood selected the vendor 
BridgeCare for its online application 
system. The BridgeCare platform 
offers an online, mobile-friendly 
application with family-friendly 
features like text and email status 
updates that can be translated into 
English, Spanish and Arabic.

The Early Childhood Council 
of the San Luis Valley has a 
website with information, https://
slvupkfamily.my.canva.site.

cOntriButed

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council recently announced that the 
call for entry for the 22nd Annual 
National Small Print Show is officially 
open. 

The National Small Print Show 
(NSPS) is a unique art show of matted 
hand-pulled prints. Artists from all 
50 states and Canada are invited to 
submit up to three original prints to 
exhibit and sell. The judge for 2023 
will be Santa Fe-based, award-winning 

Master Printer, AnaMaria Samaniego.
Prints will be exhibited at the 

Creede Repertory Theatre in Creede. 
Surrounded by the Rio Grande 
National Forest, Creede has been 
recognized as one of the Best Small 
Art Towns with artists, galleries, a 
theatre, and a strong summer tourism 
economy. For 2023, the exhibit will 
also be shown virtually.

The Creede Arts Council is hosting 
the National Small Print Show in-
person and virtually in 2023.

“We are excited about the opportunity 
to share this show with patrons in 
Creede and beyond,” organizers stated.

Visit our website by heading to 
www.creedeartscouncil.com/national-
small-print-show, to access the call for 
entry and for more information on the 
NSPS exhibit.

Entries must be postmarked to the 
Creede Arts Council by April 7.

If you have any questions, contact 
us by email at creedearts@outlook.
com or by phone at 719-658 – 0312. 

CAC opens call for entry for 2023 National Small Print Show

cOntriButed

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande 
Hospital announced Wednesday, Feb. 
15, that it was recognized as a 2023 Top 
100 Critical Access Hospital. Compiled 
by the Chartis Center for Rural Health, 
this annual recognition program honors 

Rio Grande Hospital recognized as Top 100 Critical Access Hospital
outstanding performance among the 
nation’s rural hospitals based on the 
results of the Chartis Rural Hospital 
Performance INDEX.

Arlene Harms, Chief Executive 
Officer of Rio Grande Hospital, 
stated, “This is a great honor for us, 

considering the last two challenging 
years with the pandemic. It speaks to 
our staff’s resilience and commitment 
to the organization and community. We 
have an amazing group of people at Rio 
Grande Hospital.

“This award is significant because it is 

based on many factors, such as market 
status and strategic planning to improve 
population health, quality improvement 
and programming, and financial and 
operational assessments,” she added.

Now in its 13th year, the INDEX 
has established itself as the industry’s 
most comprehensive and objective 
assessment of rural hospital 
performance. Leveraging publicly 
available data, the INDEX is trusted 
by rural hospitals, health systems with 
rural affiliates, hospital associations, 
and state offices of rural health across 
the country to measure and monitor 
performance across a variety of areas 

impacting hospital operations and 
finance.

“Across the nation, top 100 rural 
providers continue to serve as a source of 
inspiration for hospital leadership teams 
and staff working diligently every day 
to improve the delivery of care within 
their local communities,” said Michael 
Topchik, National leader for the Chartis 
Center for Rural Health. “The list of 
award winners in each category is as 
geographically diverse as we’ve seen 
in some time, which is wonderful to 
see. We’re thrilled to be able to honor 
the outstanding efforts of these top-
performing rural hospitals.”
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ATTENTION GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
The Saguache County Board of County Commissioners are accepting scholarship applica-
tions for graduating seniors who will be graduating high school in 2023. 
Commissioners will be awarding graduating seniors’ college scholarships that will be paid 
through the Marijuana Excise Tax funds.  
Scholarships may be used at a trade school, college or university but you must reside in 
Saguache County to apply and possibly receive scholarship funds. 
Applications are due by April 14, 2023 and are available through our website at www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov to download the application or by contacting Wendi Maez at 
719-655-2231 or by email at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1662 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 and April 6, 2023.

San Luis Valley housing market is looking up
By lyndSie ferrell 

S A N  L U I S  VA L L E Y — 
Sitting around a table in the cozy 
atmosphere at Steffens & Company 
Realty in South Fork, four of the top 
realtors in the Valley discussed the 
current housing market and made 
predictions on how the market 
would fare in the new future. 
Owner Bruce Steffens opened the 
conversation by stating that he for 
one, did not see the housing sales 
and buyers coming in slowing down 
anytime soon. 

Steffens specializes in ranch and 
farm sales throughout the San Luis 
Valley and through his experience 
in the last three years, he was 
confident to say that the market is 
not slowing down. “I see nothing 
slowing down. We are seeing a 
massive increase in sales of ranches 
and farms that exceed 35 acres as 
well as sales for vacant land all 
over the Valley. Really, people are 
coming out of the cities in droves,” 
said Steffens. 

Since the COVID pandemic, the 
Valley has seen exponential growth. 
When some areas saw a decrease in 
realty, the San Luis Valley exploded 
with people looking to escape the 
overpopulated areas of Colorado 
and with that came the surge in 
home and vacant land sales. “Right 
now, we have people buying vacant 
land and paying on it until they sell 
their other homes and by doing so, 
are securing their future here in 
the Valley.” 

Long time realtor with Steffens 
Realty, Dee Plucinski, chimed in 
stating that she not only agreed 
with Bruce but that she noticed 
higher end homes were flying off 
the market, listing at a fast rate. 
“We are seeing the higher priced 
homes sell very fast where the 
starter homes have slowed down. 
First time home buyers are facing 
higher interest rates and larger 
down payments.”  

Plucinski stated that Steffens 
Realty will be doing more Facebook 
live presentations with local bank 
representatives, beginning with Del 
Norte Bank in the coming weeks, to 
help first time home buyers navigate 
the market. “Watch our Facebook 
page for new live feeds and videos. 
We will be doing what we can to 
help people navigate this market.” 

Yvonne Hoffman, a Broker 
Associate with Steffens Realty 
confirmed Plucinski’s take on the 
current market stating that now 
more than ever, people buying or 
selling homes need the advice and 
guidance of realtors. “We have 
been dealing mainly with people 
looking for second summer homes 
in the last several years, but now 
it looks like people are seeking 
primary homes. With the required 
larger down payments, people need 
the help of realtors. Some people 

don’t even know where to begin 
and that is why we are here. We are 
here to help and answer questions,” 
said Hoffman. 

The first thing Steffen’s team 
of realtors suggest for anyone 
looking to purchase a home is to 
create a relationship with a realtor 
they can trust. “We form long term 
relationships with our clients. This 
is the biggest purchase they will 
make in their lives, and we work 
with clients to make sure they 
get what they need and what they 
want,” said Hoffman.

The next step is to seek a 
mortgage manager and work to 
lower any debt owed, whether it 
is to pay down a credit card or pay 
off old debt. The last thing to do is 
to get a pre-approval from a loan 
company or bank. Having a number 
to work with helps in finding a 
home the buyer can afford. 

For those selling a home the 
best advice from Steffen’s Realty 
is to pack. “Pack everything you 
don’t need. We have equipment 
that we use to create 3D scans on 
the homes we sell and some of it 
won’t work if you have a lot of 
things still around the house. Not 
to mention, buyers are looking to 
see what they want in the homes 
they are seeking to buy. They want 
to be able to envision themselves 
there and if your stuff is still 
around, it becomes harder to sell,” 
suggested Plucinski.

In addition to packing, Plucinski 
stressed the importance of having 
the home spotlessly clean. “That 
place really needs to sparkle. If you 
can, hire a professional cleaner. It 

will be worth it in the end.” 
For  more  t ips  and t r icks , 

whether buyer or selling a home, 
those interested can visit www.
steffenscorealty.com and click 
on Dee Plucinski’s personal page 
through the link attached to her 
picture.

Steffens Realty has 24 hour a 
day and seven day a week phone 
service to answer questions and 
has a full listing of homes and 
land for sale throughout the Valley, 

New Mexico, and Texas. Their 
team consists of Bruce Steffens, 
the mother/daughter team of Dee 
and Audrey Plucinski, Yvonne 

Hoffman, Bernadette Gingrass, 
and Tate Huffman, along with two 
full time Texas agents; anyone of 
whom is available to assist clients.

In Print & Online
www.centerpostdispatch.com

Valley Publishing 
852-3531
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Great Job 
Wrestlers!By ken hamrick

DENVER — The Monte Vista 
High School wrestling team took 14th 
place and Center was right behind 
in 15th as the 2023 Colorado High 
School Activities Association State 
Wrestling Tournament wrapped up 
Saturday at Ball Arena.

None of the local Class 2A teams 
had any finalists this year.

MONTE VISTA
The Pirates had three state placers 

this year. Kevin Cisneros (132) and 
DeAngelo Archuleta (138) both took 
fifth place in their weight classifica-
tions, and Damian Lopez finished 
sixth at 126 pounds.

Two more wrestlers competed on 
Saturday, but Jacob Pacheco (150) 
and Jeremiah Baumgardner (157) 
were eliminated in the third round of 
their consolation brackets.

Monte Vista scored 49 points.
CENTER
The Vikings had four wrestlers 

who placed in their weight classes.
Aaron Valadez (144) and Jesus 

Valadez (165) were both fourth, 
while Jordan Duran (106) and Martin 
Palma (157) were both sixth.

Center recorded 46 team points.

Photo by Ken Hamrick

Monte Vista High School’s DeAngelo Archuleta (top) has Merino’s Tyler Frank in the down position in the Class 2A 
138-pound division at the CHSAA State Wrestling Tournament Saturday at Ball Arena. Archuleta finished in fifth place.

Pirates 14th, Viking 15th after 
state tournament concludes

SARGENT
The Farmers had only one wrestler 

to compete on Saturday. Trenton 
Lovelace, however, was eliminated 

in the third round of consolation.
Sargent tied for 36th place with 

six points.
Wray successfully defended its state 

title with 183 points. Meeker was sec-
ond with 169 ½, Mancos was third with 
119 ½, Buena Vista was fourth with 91, 
and Rocky Ford was fifth with 86 ½.

Photo by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Josh Polkowske (top) attempts to score on University’s Paxton Daggett in the Class 
3A 165-pound championship match at the CHSAA State Wrestling Tournament Saturday at Ball Arena. 
Polkowske lost the match in overtime.

Falcons finish eighth, Moose 
ninth at state tournament

By ken hamrick

DENVER — The Centauri High School wres-
tling team finished in eighth place and Alamosa was 
ninth as the 2023 Colorado High School Activities 
Association State Wrestling Tournament wrapped 
up Saturday at Ball Arena.

CENTAURI
The Falcons had two finalists but both were 

defeated in their final matches.
Riley Valdez was a finalist at 120 pounds, and 

he was defeated by Jefferson’s Samuel Rosales. 
Rosales jumped to a 6-2 lead after the first period, 
and his lead grew to 13-4 after the second. Valdez 
attempted a comeback, but Rosales scored enough 
points in the third period to come up with a 16-8 
major decision.

Josh Polkowske came the closest to winning an 
individual championship, but he fell short in over-
time against University’s Paxton Daggett.

The first period was scoreless, and Polkowske 
started the second period in the bottom position. He 
recorded a reversal to take a 2-0 lead, but Daggett 
escaped later in the period to cut the lead to 2-1.

Daggett began on the bottom to start the third 
period, and he scored an escape to tie the score at 
2-2 and send the match into overtime.

It looked as though Polkowske had won the 
match with a takedown, however, it was waived off 
because the wrestlers were out of bounds. Neither 
scored in the next two extra periods, and it went 
into another overtime.

Daggett started on the bottom again and he 
escaped midway through the period to take a 3-2 
lead. Polkowske attempted to score a takedown and 
it looked as though he got it, but it was after time 
expired, and Daggett escaped with a 3-2 sudden 
victory win.

The Falcons had two more placers at state. Mat-
thew Salazar (106) and Erik Mestas (175) both 
finished fourth in their weight classes.

Centauri finished the tournament with 73 points.
ALAMOSA
The Mean Moose had one finalist in 150-pounder 

Kyler Liddell. Liddell, however, was defeated by 
Skyview’s Isaac Ibarra.

Ibarra took a 2-1 lead after the first period, and 
the second period was scoreless. Ibarra started on 

the bottom to start the third and he got a reversal 
and added two two-point near-falls to win by an 
8-1 decision.

The Mean Moose had two more placers in 
Dempsey Gibbs who was third at 120, and James 
Sanchez who was sixth at 285.

Alamosa had five more wrestlers compete on Sat-
urday. Jeremiah DeLaCerda (106), Anthony Griego 
(113), Dario Valdez (132), Dyson Woodward (132), 
and Donovan Valdez (144) all lost in the third round 
of consolation and were eliminated.

Alamosa scored 70 points.
Eaton won the tournament with 128 points, fol-

lowed by Severance with 109 ½, Brush with 103 

½, Mullen with 88 ½, Pueblo Central with 81, Fort 
Lupton with 74 ½, and Gunnison with 73 ½.

ALAMOSA GIRLS
Sarah DeLaCerda was the San Luis Valley’s 

only representative in the girls state tournament 
and she finished her tournament in fine style as 
she recovered from Friday’s semifinal loss with 
two win on Saturday to finish in third place at 
110 pounds.

Alamosa finished in 29th place with 22 points.
Chatfield successfully defended its state cham-

pionship with 133 points, followed by Discovery 
Canyon with 128, Pomona with 116, Loveland with 
88, and Central Grand Junction with 80.

K&J
THRIFTWAY

345 S. Worth St.
Center

(719)754-1937

Way to Go
Wrestlers!
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ALAMOSA — Cumbres and 
Toltec Scenic Railroad is funding 
two scholarships that will start in the 
fall of 2023. The Cumbres and Toltec 
Scenic Railroad scholarships will be 
valued at $1,250 per semester.

One scholarship will go to a gradu-
ate from any high school in the San 
Luis Valley and the other scholarship 
will go to a graduate from any high 

school in the counties of Colfax, 
Rio Arribas, San Juan, or Taos, New 
Mexico. 

Students must have a minimum 3.0 
GPA. Priority will be given to students 
pursuing a Skilled Trades path of 
study at the TSC Valley Campus in 
Alamosa. Secondary preference will 
be given to students with plans to 
enroll in the Construction Trades Pro-
gram on the TSC Trinidad Campus.

Left to right, Alysia Martinez, Chief Financial Officer Cumbres and 
Toltec Scenic Railroad; Scott Gibbs, President/CO Commissioner 

C&TSRR; Marvin Casias, Superintendent C&TSRR; TSC Mascot 
Titus, James Kynor, Vice President Trinidad State College; Kim 

Smith-Casford, Chief of Staff C&TSRR; Kim Garcia, Retail, On-
board, and Shop C&TSRR.

Courtesy photo

C&TSRR donates to Trinidad State for scholarships

NPS celebrates landmark National 
Heritage Area Act legislation with 

National Heritage Areas

The Southern Rocky Mountain 
Agriculture Conference and 

Tradeshow begins its three-day 
run on Tuesday, Feb. 7, inside the 

Outcalt Event and Conference 
at SLV Ski Hi Complex in Monte 

Vista. The tradeshow floor was 
bustling with activity as people 

talked with vendors and the con-
ference rooms were packed for the 

informational sessions.

Photo by Brian Williams

Hundreds attend SRMAC in Monte Vista
By marie mccOlm

MONTE VISTA — Hundreds 
of people attended the 41st annual 
Southern Rocky Mountain Agricul-
tural Conference and Trade Show on 
Feb. 7-9 at Outcalt Event and Confer-
ence Center at SLV Ski Hi Complex 
in Monte Vista.

Larry Brown, director of the Colo-
rado State University San Luis Valley 
Area Extension in Monte Vista, gave 
an introduction in the main conference 
room on Tuesday, Feb. 7, after the 
National Anthem was played.

Brown welcomed and thanked ev-
eryone for attending the conference. 
He then recognized and thanked the 

program planning committee for their 
help with the conference. Brown said 
that the program committee was made 
up of producers, industry profession-
als, and CSU Extension and research 
personnel.

Brown spoke of how the CSU 
Extension was asking everyone who 
attended to fill out surveys and said 
that everyone who filled them out 
whether digitally or by paper copy 
would be eligible to win a drill that 
was sponsored by the Monte Vista 
Cooperative and the Colorado Potato 
Administrative Committee.

Brown also thanked all the ag 
conference sponsors, highlighting 

that the conference would not have 
been possible without such “strong 
sponsors.” 

Please see SRMAC on Page 2

Courtesy photo

Some of the Adelante staff, (left to right), Carolyn Guymon, Family Navigator; Charlotte Orr, 
Working Together Family Advocate; Sarita Estrada, Family Navigator; Tara Bay, Director; and 
Jamie Snow, Assistant Director.  Not pictured are Leslie Echavarria, Data Analyst; Becky Story, 
Working Together Family Advocate; and Veronica Lozoya, Housing Case Manager.

Adelante — Helping 
community members move 

forward with their lives
cOntriButed

Many families and individuals benefit from 
a local program called Adelante. For the past 
10 years, employees at San Luis Valley Health 
have adopted some of the families at Christmas, 

fulfilling their wish lists and adding gift, gas, and 
grocery cards.

The children’s gifts are not wrapped by SLV 
Health. Each adult guardian along with staff, 

Please see ADELANTE on Page 3

cOntriButed

WASHINGTON — National Park Service 
(NPS) Director Chuck Sams met with mem-
bers of the Alliance of National Heritage Areas 
on Feb. 7 to commemorate the historic signing 
of the National Heritage Areas Act last month, 
which establishes a National Heritage Area 
(NHA) System and a statutory framework for 
the NPS’s role in its administration.

The San Luis Valley’s Sangre de Christo 
National Heritage Area is one of three NHAs 
in Colorado. The Sangre de Cristo NHA is 
named for the range of jagged, 14,000-foot 
mountains that define the eastern edge of 
the San Luis Valley, one of the largest and 
highest alpine valleys in North America. It 
is also home to Colorado’s oldest town, San 
Luis, established in 1851. Besides Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve — whose 
750-foot mounds are the tallest dunes on the 
continent — the heritage area contains three 
national wildlife refuges, a national forest and 
two forest wilderness areas, 13 state wildlife 

areas and a Nature Conservancy preserve, the 
Medano-Zapata Ranch.

“National Heritage Areas represent the 
unique fabric of America and serve as points 
of community pride, where locals and visitors 
alike can come together in the spirit of unity 
and share in collective experiences,” said NPS 
Director Chuck Sams. “The NHA Act formal-
izes the relationship between the National Park 
Service and National Heritage Areas and will 
further paint America’s heritage landscape 
beyond the canvas of national parks.”  

NHAs are designated by Congress as 
places where natural, cultural, and historical 
resources combine to form cohesive, nation-
ally important stories. Unlike national parks, 
NHAs are lived in-communities and not fed-
erally owned but may contain parks or other 
federally owned property. Through public-
private partnerships, NHAs tell nationally 
important stories that celebrate our nation’s 
diverse heritage. 

Please see MPS on Page 2
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$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“The service was 
wonderful. They were the 
only person working and 

managed to take our order, 
make fresh pasta, pizza and 

wings alone!  Major props 
for that!   We will be back!”
~B Hensley, Google Reviews

Stop by and try our 
Delicious Mountain 
Puffs, served with a 

side of honey!

Also try our Entrée s • Sides
Beer & Wine on Tap, Self-Serve!

Director of External Affairs for 
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union Dan 
Waldvogle then gave some Colorado 
legislative updates.

“One of the ways in which we 
check our balances here in Colorado, 
is through TABOR. I am sure that all 
of you have heard of TABOR (Tax-
payer’s Bill of Rights),” Waldvogle 
said. “What this means is that taxes 
cannot be raised in Colorado without 
a vote from the people. This also cre-
ates a revenue which is adjusted every 
year based on inflation and popula-
tion growth, and really population 
growth has been stagnated with the 
state recently. We are probably going 
to see a lot of bills this year that are 
more regulatory based. Another thing 
to take into mind too is the impact 
of property taxes on state revenue 
as well. Residential property taxes 
will continue to go up, but they have 
slowed down a little bit. That does 
impact some of the boundaries that the 
state has to work within and certainly 
commercial and ag are already high, 
but with the complicated nature of 

what we have called the Gallagher 
Amendment and how that relates to 
TABOR. It does kind of provide some 
restraints for the government and 
being able to vote on these things.” 

The Gallagher Amendment was 
an amendment adopted in 1982. It 
exhibited the guidelines in the Colo-
rado Constitution for determining 
actual property value and valuation 
in Colorado. 

Waldvogle continued his talk and 
spoke of many of the other recent 
updates that Colorado legislature 
has given including, the veterinary 
education loan repayment program, 
the eligibility for future agriculture 
loans, and the prohibition of foreign 
ownership of agriculture and natural 
resources, to name a few.  

Waldvogle said agriculture probably 
won’t see a lot of big costly bills this 
year, because the state isn’t going to 
have as much money to play with, as 
they have in prior sessions. 

For more information on legislative 
updates, visit agconferencesrm.com 
or multistate.us.

Photo by Brian Williams

SRMAC Continued from Page 1

On Jan. 5, President Biden signed 
the National Heritage Areas Act 
into law. The act, which designates, 
extends, and authorizes studies for 
NHAs throughout the United States, 
is a first-of-its-kind, landmark leg-
islation in the 39-year history of the 
NHA program, formalizing standard 
criteria in oversight, analysis, co-
ordination, and support to ensure 

consistency and accountability of 
the NHA System. 

As partners to NPS parks and 
programs, the 62 NHAs across 36 
states and territories are grassroots, 
community-driven approaches for 
heritage conservation and economic 
development. The NPS supports 
NHAs by providing technical and 
financial assistance on fields such 

as historic preservation, natural 
resource conservation, recreation, 
education, and heritage tourism. 

The NHA System is composed 
of National Heritage Areas, Na-
tional Heritage Corridors, National 
Heritage Canalways, Cultural Heri-
tage Corridors, National Heritage 

Routes, and National Heritage 
Partnerships. 

In 1984, President Ronald Reagan 
signed the first NHA into law, the Il-
linois and Michigan Canal National 
Heritage Corridor. The 96-mile, 
hand-dug Illinois and Michigan 
Canal opened in 1848 to connect 

the American heartland to New York 
Harbor and New Orleans, allowing 
farmers a reliable way to transport 
crops to market. In his dedication 
speech, Reagan referred to NHAs as 
“a new kind of national park” that 
marries heritage conservation, rec-
reation, and economic development.

NPS Continued from Page 1

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

ALL ADULT AND SENIOR 
ADOPTIONS ARE HALF 

OFF THIS MONTH! 
COME RESCUE 

YOUR NEW FUR-
FAMILY MEMBER!Found on 2/10 on the 100 block of 

Clearview (by Pizza Hut) in Monte Vista

Bob and Ziggy 
are a lovely 
couple of guys 
looking to find 
the home for 
them both. 
They’re a father 
son duo who are 
quite bonded so 
they have to be 
adopted together. 
They have plenty 
of energy and 
do well with 
other dogs and 
everyone we’ve 
introduced them 
to. Come meet 
them today!

Deckland 
is a sweet 
Lab mix 
looking for 
his fur-ever 
home. Very 
playful, 
and great 
with other 
animals 
and all 
the people 
he meets. 
Come take 
him home 
today!
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970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 2/28/2023.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
658-2848

121 N. Main
Creede

Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Holy Moses

JUST ARRIVED
New Shipment 

of Snoozie 
Slippers.

Men’s, Women’s, 
kids, and babies.

wrap gifts for their children at the 
office. The staff wraps the adults’ 
gifts, so everyone gets the chance to 
open gifts on the special holiday. SLV 
Health also donates wrapping paper 
and gift bags. The huge undertaking 
is orchestrated by clinic leadership, 
including Administrator Antonio 
Gurule and Clinic Admin Assistant 
Ressa Gonzales. 

Many of the adults do not ask for 
gifts for themselves, often asking for 
practical help such as cleaning supplies 
or clothes for their children. They are 
prompted to develop a gift-wish-list for 
the excited shoppers in the community. 
Mountain West Insurance and other 
individual community donors adopt 
other Adelante individual clients. 
Several days before Christmas, the 
Adelante office turns into a regular 
“Santa’s workshop.”

Adelante Director Tara Bay and 
Assistant Director Jamie Snow sat 
down with SLVH Communications 
Director Donna Wehe to talk about 
their programs and their families.  

“Transitional housing has grown 
into supportive housing,” com-
mented Bay.  The programs and 
services at Adelante have changed 
through the years as well. Bay has 
been with Adelante for over eight 
years and knows exactly what pro-
gram, grant, or resource best benefits 
their clients.  

“Our program has been modeled 
around the state and the region,” Bay 
said. “We are involved as advocates, 
from the court room to the bank. 
We assist our clients with access to 
resources because getting your life 
back on track is full of roadblocks 
for a lot of people.”  

She explained how one client en-
rolled as a full-time student only to 
find out that she would lose access to 
her food benefits, which would not 
work in her situation due to having 
young children. 

“We are not here to give handouts; 
but to educate, remove barriers, sup-
port, and assist those who are ready 
to move forward with their lives,” 
commented Snow, who has been with 
Adelante for seven years. When cli-
ents first get referred to Adelante, they 
sometimes ask about the resources 
that might be available.

But Snow likes to turn the question 
back to them, asking, “What do you 
want?  What do you need help with?”  

After building trust, the staff at 
Adelante often form close, personal 
bonds with their clients.

“But we do not want to be their 
only resource. We are not their friend 
or emergency contact.  We are their 
advocate, their guide, their coach, 
their teacher,” added Snow.

Often families and individuals 
fall between the cracks, meaning 
there are government or non-profit 
resources available; but navigat-
ing the roadmap can be daunting if 
they try to do it by themselves. For 

example, Adelante conducts home 
visits, helps individuals map out their 
goals, helps with transportation, and 
assists with applying for benefits 
such as Medicaid.  

As the clients become stable and 
self-sufficient, they often lose access 
to safety net programs, so again, Ad-
elante is there to help them through 
that time of transition with their many 
tools and resources.

They operate under the Building 
a Family’s Five Protective Factors, 
which guides their work:

• Parental Resilience
• Knowledge of Parenting and Child 

Development
• Children’s Social and Emotional 

Competence
• Concrete Supports in Time of 

Need
• Social Connections
Some of their other guiding prin-

ciples, explained Bay and Snow, are 
“nothing about me without me,” so 
that each decision is based on the 
client’s expectations. They use the 
“Housing First” model and like to 
shift the focus to “what are your 
strengths as an individual” rather than 
“what’s wrong with you.”

In closing, both Bay and Snow 
emphasized their gratitude for the 
community partners, as it takes a 
whole village to make the village 
whole again.  

For more information about Ad-
elante, visit their website at https://
lapuentehome.org/adelante/.

ADELANTE Continued from Page 1

Visiting Angels receives 2023 Best of Home Care – Leader in Experience Award
cOntriButed

PAGOSA SPRINGS — Visiting 
Angels announced recently that it 
received the distinguished 
2023 Best of Home 
Care – Leader in Ex-
perience Award from 
HCP, the leading firm 
in experience man-
agement for home 
care.

The Leader in Experience 
Award is the highest recognition 
awarded by HCP and is given to select 
home care businesses that consis-
tently rank among the very highest 
in 10 or more quality metrics. As a 

Leader in Experience, Visiting Angels 
is now recognized among the top 10% 
of home care providers participating 

in the nationwide HCP Ex-
perience Management 

Program.
This accomplish-

ment demonstrates 
Visit ing Angels’ 
long-term dedica-
tion to excellent care 

and quality improve-
ment. To qualify for 

this award, 10% of Visiting Angels’ 
clients and caregivers were inter-
viewed each month by HCP. Over 
a 12-month period, Visiting Angels 

received high client and caregiver 
satisfaction ratings in areas such as 
caregiver training, compassion of 
caregivers, communication, schedul-
ing, client/caregiver compatibility, 
and more. Using feedback from cli-
ents and employees, as well as quality 
benchmarks from HCP, the Visiting 
Angels management team set goals 
to reach the highest level of Experi-
ence possible.

The Best of Home Care – Leader 

in Experience Award highlights the 
top-performing home care businesses 
in the nation. HCP believes that by 
honoring these providers, families 
looking for in-home care for a loved 
one will be able to recognize and 
choose a trusted home care provider.

“At Home Care Pulse, our mission 
is to help home care businesses cre-
ate an experience that goes beyond 
client and caregiver expectations,” 
says Todd Austin, President of HCP. 

“When we see agencies like Visiting 
Angels of SW Colorado that have 
so effectively provided outstanding 
care and employment experiences, 
we know we’re on the right track. 
This award allows them to show 
proof of quality to potential clients 
and caregivers.”

To find out more about Visiting 
Angel’s commitment to experience, 
visit visitingangels.com or call 970-
264-5991.
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
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or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!
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Valley-Wide Classified

Write your own Classified Ad
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Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday 5 p.m.
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$1950 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads: Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less • Any Item or Animal being 

given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Words: ____________ Times: _____________ Price: ______________

Class: _____________ Start Date: ____________
Circle One

Card#: ____________________________

Expiration Date: ____________________

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 
FALL Price: Tell us the code 
“ELK17” and you will get $17/lb 
for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
The City of Creede is hiring a 
Part-Time Public Works Parks 
& Building Maintenance Worker. 

The City will be accepting applica-
tions for the position until Monday, 
March 6, 2023, until 2 p.m. The 
position offers a competitive hourly 
rate based on work experience and 
positive references. Applications 
can be completed online or in per-
son at the Administration Office at 
Town Hall located at 2223 N. Main 
Street, Creede. A job description is 
also available via request. (2-22)

S Lazy U Trout Club located 
between Creed and Lake City 
desires Caretaker for the summer 
season, serious inquiries only to 
rocknredfish@yahoo.com (3-15)

Wolf Creek Ski Area is seeking 

full-time, year-around mechan-
ics. Our team has open positions 
for lead mechanics who are willing 
to learn as well as expand their 
skills and abilities. Applicants 
need to be positive, team oriented, 
self-motivated, and must pos-
sess own tools/tool box. Reliable 
4-wheel/all-wheel drive vehicle is 
also a must. Knowledge of gaso-
line and diesel engines required. 
Mechanical and operational un-
derstanding of heavy equipment, 
snow cats, automotive electrical 
systems, hydraulics/hydrostatic 
drive systems, transport buses, 
and metal fabrication are all a 
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Valley Wide Classifieds

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

major plus. WCSA offers com-
petitive wages along with career 
building opportunities. Starting 
pay between 50-100k, with ben-
efits, depending on experience 
and physical ability. Applications 
are available at www.wolfcreek-
ski.com. Email to wolfcreekski@
wolfcreekski.com or mail to P.O. 
Box 2800, Pagosa Springs, CO 
81147. (3-29)

Center Consolidated School 
District is accepting applica-
tions for the position of full-time 
year-round Custodial Position 
for the 2022-2023 School Year. 
School Year Hours are 1:00 P.M. 
to 10:00 P.M. Summer Hours are 
from 7:00 A.M. to 4 P. M. Quali-
fications; High School Diploma 
or GED, or, such alternative as 
the Board of Education may find 
appropriate and acceptable. Ben-
efits include health insurance, paid 
vacation. Must be able to pass a 
background check. Applications 
can be found on the District Web-
site https://www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-opportunities 
Non Certified Application or con-
tact the District Office at (719) 
754-3442. Application Deadline: 
Until Position is Filled. EOE (3-1)

The Creede School District is 
hiring Special Events CDL Bus 
Drivers. Primary duties are to 
drive students, staff and chaper-
ones to school events. Position pay 
is $18.00 per hour. Please contact 
Keith Crispell, Superintendent at 
keith.crispell@creedek12.net and 
or Alan Feuerbacher, Director 
of Transportation at alan.feuer-
bacher@creedek12.net for more 
information. (3-1)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 
pump technician. No experience 

required but hard working, drug 
free and clean driver license are 
non-negotiable attributes. Call 
719-852-2662 for more info or 
stop by at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, 
M.V. with resume. (3-1)

WANTED: Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is hiring for 
Operator I positions….$18.00/
hour NO CDL REQUIRED! RE-
QUIREMENTS: Applicants must 
have a current and valid Driver’s 
License. Applicants should have a 
high school diploma or GED and 
six months or more of relevant ex-
perience. Prospective employees 
applying with Saguache County 
will be required to submit and pass 
a pre-employment drug screen-
ing and criminal background 
check. Operator I is a full-time 
position – applicants must be 
able to operate light and heavy 
equipment and perform manual 
labor in the maintenance, repair 
and minor construction of roads, 
streets, bridges, signs, markings 
and related facilities. Applicants 
must be physically capable of 
periods of sustained physical 
exertion and may be required to 
lift and move up to 75 lbs. to 150 
lbs. Applications are available at 
the Saguache County Road and 
Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149 – 
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache 
County website – saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and 
Bridge Department tab. Please fill 
out and submit the County Appli-
cation. A complete job description 
is available at the Road and Bridge 
Office. Completed applications 
can be hand delivered or mailed to 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
– at the address listed above, 
sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed 
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until qualified 
candidates are hired. Saguache 
County is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (2-22)

14 Business 

Properties For Rent
DOWNTOWN MONTE OF-
FICE SUITE. 3 NICELY FIN-

ISHED OFFICES, CENTRAL RE-
CEPTION AREA AND SECURE 
STORAGE ROOM. UTILITIES 
INCLUDED. HISTORIC LAND-
MARK BUILDING. 719-588-0906 
(3-1)

17 Real Estate For Sale
For Sale by Owner 1.98 acres In 
Monte Vista. Close to school and 
downtown $60,000 OBO 719-580-
1219 (3-8)

35.71 acres between Monte 
Vista and Alamosa on County 
Line Road, borders highway, 
good grass, easy access, power 
and ready to build on. Priced 
$109,000.  Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty Inc 719-873-
1700. TFN

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 
GPM well water, 25 Shares of 
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of 
good water rights out of Carnero 
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral 
calf feedlot, good production and 
locations. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. TFN

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Valley Wide Classifieds
31 Health

Blow-Flex Treadmill treadclimb-
er TC$5000 great condition $450 
Ken @719-658-2370 (3-1)

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 
$190 per cord. Delivery available. 
TFN

Lump coal available, supplement 
your wood heating by adding some 
lump coal. Burns clean, no soot, 
makes wood last longer. 719-849-
8261 (3-1)

Two beautiful Americana stoves, 
excellent condition, one Chambers, 
one Gafford Sattler $600 both, 
$300 apiece. Will deliver within 
100 miles. 719-588-9577 (3-1)

36 Miscellaneous 
Cash for quality non-fiction 
books and lp records. Jeff 720-315-
9145 (2-15)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 
Here. Call For Options and 
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719) 852-0500 TFN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-
0500. TFN

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
For rent Wacken Neusen Thaw 
Unit 3,000 feet of lines, power 
reel and built-in generator. Call 
for rates daily or weekly 719-849-
0367 (3-15)

44 Farm Services
Attention Farmer and Ranch-
es: Seal your leaking livestock 
tanks, ponds & reservoirs with 
bentonite Spring Special 10% 
OFF. Rio Grande Bentonite. 719-
580-6652

50 livestock
Starter Turkey Flocks - Bourbon Reds, 
adults 10-14 months. 1 Tom and 3 hens. 
$250 - Only 3 sets available! Call 719-
850-2832.

53 Trailers
8’x19’ enclosed cargo trailer in 
excellent condition. $7,000.00 
OBO call for more info. 719-849-
8261 (3-1)

65 Professional 
Services

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-
vices: Window Washing, Concrete 
Cleaning, Exterior Washing - FREE 
ESTIMATE: (719) 490-9047 TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. (TFN)

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.
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Each month, the Colorado Department of Agriculture 
features a different product to highlight the variety and 

quality of products grown, raised or processed in the 
state. February is Potato Lover’s Month! From well-known 

varieties such as Russet and Yukon Gold to specialty potatoes 
like Purple Majesty and French Fingerling, Colorado grows 
over 70 different varieties of potatoes. Colorado produces 

more than two billion pounds of potatoes annually, making 
the state the fifth largest producer in the 

nation. Avoid potatoes with wrinkled 
skins, soft dark spots, cut surfaces 

or a green appearance. All varieties 
should be uniformly sized, fairly 

clean, firm, and smooth. Potatoes are 
gluten free, fat free, sodium free and are 

high in potassium and Vitamin C. Look for 
Colorado potatoes at your local grocery store 

or at restaurants across the state. 

Did you know?
Each year, FFA chapters around 

the country celebrate National FFA 
Week. The week-long tradition began 
in 1947 when the National FFA Board 
of Directors designated the week of 
George Washington’s birthday as 
National FFA Week in recognition 
of his legacy as an agriculturist and 
farmer. The first National FFA Week 
was held in 1948. Today, FFA Week 
always runs Saturday to Saturday and 
encompasses Feb. 22, Washington’s 
birthday.

National FFA Week did not start 

out as a week-long event. At first it was 
National FFA Day. The 1933 National 
FFA Convention proceedings records 
the beginning of FFA Day in this way: 
“Stewart of Montana requested the 
floor at this time to present a matter 
of general interest. He suggested the 
idea of having a special Future Farmer 
Day some time during 1934, preferably 
on one of the regular national FFA 
broadcasting days. It was pointed out 
that the various state associations could 
perhaps plan special state broadcasts 
also on that day and that chapters might 

plan their father and son banquets on 
the date specified. The idea seemed to 
meet with general delegate approval 
and after some discussion it was moved 
by Stewart that the Board of Trustees 
arrange for such a day; motion passed.”
Reference: www.ffa.org/events/ffaweek/Pages/

default.aspx

Celebrate 
National
FFA Week
Feb. 18-23, 2023

Dirt Work
Site Preparation

Sewer & Water Lines
Demolition

Hauling
Gravel Products

(719) 378-2520
James Cooley 

4469 N. CR 108 • Mosca

COOLEY & SONS
EXCAVATING

INC.

for all your construction needs

719-754-2681
55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

1/2  mile east of La Jara 
on Sanford Hwy.

1403 Tremont, Alamosa

P.O. Box 875
1525 E. Hwy. 160
Monte Vista

(719) 852-0353
www.wentanip.com

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Wenta Nip & 
Santizing, llc

A local family-owned 
business specializing 

in potato sprout control 
and crop storage 

management solutions.

852-3921 • 2701 E. Cty. Rd. 1 S. Monte Vista

Wilbur Ellis is an active supporter of 
FFA and its mission to make a positive 
difference in students’ lives by helping 

them develop their potential for premier 
leadership and career success through 
agricultural education. We continue to 
support FFA through local, state and 

national funding, including: 
- National Conference judges 
-State Scholarships
-AgCareers Network
-Local Chapter Support
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Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Charming 
Restaurant in 
Fort Garland
703 4th Ave

All equipment 
included - even a 

smoker!
CLEAN and 

READY TO GO!
Perfect for a 

coffee shop or 
Restaurant

MLS#coming soon

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home! 
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft. 
Home with attached garage on 9.04 
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek. 

This Home has several outdoor 
entertainment areas with wrap 
around decks too enjoy the 360 

views of the San Juan Mountains. 
The main level has an open floor 
plan with great room and grand 

fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large 

kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state 
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located 
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot 

cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk 
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs 
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and 

great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home 
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all 
your entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful 
furniture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home. 

Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal 
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear 
Creek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold 

medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public 
land. Start your Adventure! Don’t wait, Call, and schedule your showing 

today! $1,650,000  MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

Must See Custom-Built 
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial 

Property in Fabulous South 
Fork, CO. Great Highway 
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built. 
The building was built for 

retail with many amenities. 
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor 
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large 

open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. 
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead 

door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low 
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside 
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large 
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New ¾ 

custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built 
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot 
water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design 
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office – etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. 
There are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired 
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired 

for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and 
propane hot water heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much 

POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing 
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety 
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-

als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail 
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and 

schedule your personal showing today! $1,250,000  MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a 
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the 

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The majestic South Fork River 
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishing is just a short walk from 

the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, dining and living 
area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log cathedral 

ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living 
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all 

your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink 
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include 

radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. 
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is 
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master 

bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub. 
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping 

area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large 
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow 

above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods 
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. 

Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960
37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Check out this small 
diverse farm. The home 

is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq 
foot, historic adobe that 
has been fully and beau-

tifully restored. Enjoy 
Colorado from the large 
(768 sq ft) open porch. 

This home sits on 126.06 
deeded acres of land 

situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil 
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production 

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by 
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a 
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has 
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new 

side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new 
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage 
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado 

just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos. 
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area 
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa, 

New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park 
is about 45 minutes north. $600,000  MLS #797313

12272 County Road R5 • San Luis

FOR SALE!

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This 
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home 
is your perfect retreat. Open 
Split floor plan with beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, 

large windows taking in the 
breath-taking outdoor sunlight 
and mountain views. Complete 

with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with 
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and 

butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and 
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads 
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private 
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master 

bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower 
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the 
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning 

cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious 
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers 
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio 
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world 

class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your 
private showing today! $1,250,000  MLS #798101

497 Timberline Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. 
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log 

cabin with upgrades galore! 
Located in Log Haven. 

Tucked along the mountain 
side backing up to national 

forest with beautiful views of 
the surrounding cliffs. Open 
living room, dining, kitchen 
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep 

you cozy and warm all winter 
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops. 
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The 
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot 
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to 

the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional 

bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy 
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes 
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town 
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed 
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a 
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South 

Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million 
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy 
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike, 

camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text 
and schedule your showing today! $345,000  MLS #800364

31517 Us Highway 160 • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 

Text 134436 
to 25678 for 
more info- 

Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

429 Lake Drive, 
South Fork

6 bedrooms, 5 
bathrooms, 4,632 
Square feet. Luxu-
ry log home with 

home theatre, 
gorgeous views. 

6.25 acres, Willow 
Park, South Fork. 

MLS# 795671  
$1,550,000

SOLD

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

0 Old Homestead Road, 
Del Norte

48 acres bordering 
National Forest. Easy, 

year-round access, both 
Forest Service Road AND 

a county-maintained 
road to the lot line. Ride 
out and enjoy without 
trailering your ATV or 

snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222

Text 134434 to 25678 for 
more info

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

149 Escondida 
Drive

Gorgeous 1/2 acre 
lot on the South 

Fork River.  Water, 
Sewer. Electric, 

High-Speed Inter-
net at the lot line. 
Easy, year-round 
access. $123,000 

MLS# 796341
Text 139765 to 
25678 for more 

information

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

701 County 
Road 20

3 bedroom 3 
bath full log 

home on 1 acre. 
Two-car garage 
with unfinished 

apartment above.
Air B&B OK
MLS# 800522

NEW LISTING!

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  

$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots, 
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power 
to lot line, great roads, gated 
community. Email Dee for 

an interactive document with 
photos, videos and descrip-

tions of each lot.

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Steffens &
Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation 

SOUTH FORK NATIVE with 

a love for the upper end 

of the San Luis Valley.

3D Virtual Tours• Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photographer 
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Vests for Veterans

February Valentines 
Vest Drive

Vests for 
Veterans

Warm Hearts, Warm Homes!
Drop off a new or gently used women’s or men’s vest. Stay 

for a cup of coffee and sign up or call for a Free Home 
Market Evaluation with Bernadette Gingrass

FROM
‘FOR SALE’
TO ‘SOLD’
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Health

970-264-5991
www.VisitingAngels.com

Proudly serving our honored Veterans

We Care Every Day in Every Way® 

Americas’ Choice in Homecare

• Errands
• Shopping

• Light Housekeeping
• Meal Preparation

• Friendly Companionship
• Flexible Hourly Care

• Respite Care for Families
• Medication reminders

Awarded the Distinguished 2022 Best 
of Homecare, Leader in Experience!

cOntriButed

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande Hospital’s 
Wound Care recognizes American Heart Month 
by offering information and tips to educate patients 
about heart health and chronic wounds. Heart 
disease is the leading cause of death in Americans, 
and each year nearly 700,000 Americans are diag-
nosed with heart disease, which causes about 1 in 
5 U.S. deaths, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC). In addition, related complications 
like vascular insufficiency or peripheral artery 
disease can result in the development of non-
healing wounds putting patients at risk of infection, 
sepsis, or lower limb amputation.

Due to an aging population as well as an increase 
in heart disease, diabetes, and obesity, the need 
for specialized wound care continues to grow. 
Currently, approximately 9-12 million Americans 
are suffering from chronic wounds or non-healing 
ulcers on the lower limbs or feet. As a result, many 
patients postpone treatment, hoping their wound 
will heal on its own, only to seek treatment after 
it has become severely infected.

“It is not uncommon for cardiology patients to 
develop painful, non-healing wounds stemming 
from poor circulation to the lower extremities,” 
said Rio Grande Hospital’s Development & 
Communications Officer, Eva Timberlake. “If 
left untreated, this can progress to a life-threat-
ening condition. It’s important for anyone with a 
non-healing wound to talk to their doctor as early 
as possible and get an evaluation to avoid sepsis 
or amputation.”

Common Wound Types in Patients with 
Cardiovascular Disease

Without proper blood flow from the heart, 
chronic wounds can develop and not only fail to 
heal, but they can grow in size and become infect-
ed. Here are the three most common non-healing 
wounds for patients with heart disease:

• Arterial ulcers: Also referred to as ischemic 
ulcers, these are caused by damaged or blocked 
arteries which are unable to get nutrient-rich blood 

Rio Grande Hospital’s Wound Care 
spotlights wound healing and prevention 

during American Heart Month
and oxygen to the lower extremities. This causes 
an ulcer or a break in the skin. Arterial ulcers are 
typically located on the foot or ankle.

• Venous ulcers: When patients have poor blood 
circulation in the legs, the blood backs up and 
“pools” in the veins, causing an ulcer. This can 
cause a painful open wound and edema on the 
ankles or lower leg.

• Diabetic neuropathic ulcers: Many patients 
with cardiovascular disease also suffer from diabe-
tes. Of the 34.2 million Americans suffering from 
diabetes, approximately 25 percent of individuals 
with diabetes will experience a non-healing open 
wound. Because diabetic neuropathy causes a loss 
of sensation in the limbs, many patients don’t know 
they have an ulcer until it becomes infected.

Tips for Better Heart Health
If you have heart disease or are in treatment 

for a non-healing wound, paying attention to 
your cardiovascular health is crucial. A healthy 
heart stimulates the circulation of oxygen and 
nutrient-rich blood throughout the body, skin, and 
tissues and stimulates the body’s healing process. 
Here are six tips:

• Eat a healthy diet with plenty of fruits and 
vegetables

• Exercise for at least 30 minutes three times 
a week

• Maintain a healthy weight in order to avoid 
high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and diabetes

• Don’t smoke and limit alcohol
• Get quality sleep
• Manage stress
Rio Grande Hospital’s Wound Care uses ad-

vanced wound care modalities and hyperbaric ox-
ygen therapy to treat non-healing wounds caused 
by cardiovascular disease complications, including 
venous and arterial ulcers. Chronic wounds can be 
diagnosed, effectively managed, and ultimately 
healed, oftentimes within eight weeks. If you 
or someone you love has a non-healing wound, 
call them at 719-657-3277 or RioGrandHospital.
org for more information and assistance.
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Dirt Work
Site Preparation

Sewer & Water Lines
Demolition

Hauling
Gravel Products

(719) 378-2520
Cell: (719) 588-2406

James Cooley 

4469 N. CR 108 • Mosca

COOLEY & SONSEXCAVATING
INC.

for all your construction needs

Agriculture 
Consulting 
Services

Certified Crop Advisor
Alfalfa & Grass Seed
Agriculture Chemicals
Gloves at Dealer Prices

DP Ag
Services
Don & Pat Henderson
852-0824
850-1679

(719) 852-2600
15 Washington, Suite 207

Monte Vista
Email: customerservice@ffdllc.net

Combined 
for strength, 
committed to 

excellence.

Fresh Ideas. Fresh Results.

O F  A M E R I C A

719-754-2681
55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

By Patrick Shea

MONTE VISTA — No one was shocked 
when Beef Cattle Specialist Craig Gifford de-
scribed the benefits of virtual livestock fencing 
on Feb. 8 during the 41st Annual Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agricultural Conference and Trade 
Show at the Outcalt Event and Conference at 
SLV Ski Hi Complex in Monte Vista.

No one was shocked by the electric collars 
during the hands-on demonstration in the parking 
lot either.

But if the sticker shock for virtual fencing 
came with a jolt, Gifford put the cost in context. 
For one, it has dropped significantly in recent 
years and will likely continue to decline. It also 
eliminates other expenses required for conven-
tional fencing.

In the last six or seven years, Gifford explained, 
collar and lease prices have dropped from as 
much as $1,500 to $250 apiece. The technology 
continues to evolve as more companies begin 
development and increase competition.

But unlike personal computers, cell phones, 
and other technologies funded by individual early 
adopters, virtual fencing can help save money 
for a bigger group. If ranchers have grazing per-
mits, they are already working with the federal 
government. The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and the United States Forest Service 
(USFS) bear the costs of building and repairing 
old-school fences.

Out of a total BLM budget of $1.6 billion for 
2023, $1.4 billion goes to managing lands and 
resources. In 1946, the BLM was created by 
combining land use and grazing management 
agencies. Today, the BLM manages 245 million 
surface acres.

Working for New Mexico State University, 
Gifford described different applications for 
virtual fencing, primarily concentrating on their 
project in the Gila Wilderness Area following a 
devastating fire. Miles of fencing burned in an 
arid region covering vast acreage. Herds could 
not be contained otherwise, so they created virtual 
pastures. Mountains and arroyos compromised 
cell coverage, so they also erected towers to 
maintain connectivity with the tracking collars.

Before letting animals loose on the open range, 
Gifford and his team trained the herd for the better 
part of a week. Using existing fences, Gifford’s 
example extended the fence line virtually into 
open space. He showed a video of cows slowly 
moving to the boundary until the lead cow quick-
ly turned back. Another cow followed immedi-
ately, perhaps shocked herself or in response to 
peer pressure. Gifford said that herds continue to 
learn on the range.

Each collar has cellular capability and is 
connected to a GPS-based satellite system. The 
tracker dangles around the cow’s neck, swinging 
on metal chains while they roam. The natural 
motion maintains the signal, which can be viewed 
remotely on a smartphone. If a cow goes down, it 
shows up on-screen. The metal chains provide the 
contact for a shock. A rebel cow who constantly 
pushes the boundary will also push the battery 
in her tracking collar and require a replacement 
sooner than others. Gifford said that most cattle 
respond to the audio alert and avoid the shock.

If a cow does wander past the shock zone, 
perhaps to chase 
down a calf without 
a collar, she is not 
shocked again when 
they return to the 
herd. Ranchers set 
the boundaries of the 
virtual pasture, and if 
they have cell recep-
tion, they can repro-
gram a collar or track 
animal location.

To accommodate 
deserts with limited 
vegetation, Gifford 
explained how ranch-
ers run cattle on thou-
sands of acres. Posi-
tioning cell towers at 
strategic elevations 

Craig Gifford, Beef Cattle Specialist from New Mexico State Uni-
versity, shows the invisible boundary of a virtual fence. Steady beeps 
alert cattle, and they receive a slight shock if they continue into the 
pressure zone.

above the range improves tracking, but the towers 
are not cheap.

The Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS) funded the first virtual fencing program 
in Colorado. In two years, the program expanded 
from 135 to more than 2,000 cows roaming over a 
half-million acres in Eagle and Garfield counties. 
They erected 10 towers.

While ranchers and federal land managers 
adopt virtual fencing, interest from other livestock 
businesses helps boost the technology. Merck An-
imal Health, for example, is a division of Merck 
that acquired one of the first virtual fencing com-
panies in October 2022, an outfit called Vence. 
The acquisition now adds to Merck’s portfolio of 
products for animal management.

At the end of Gifford’s session, an audience 
member asked if the collars could one day mon-
itor a cow’s health, perhaps reporting vital signs. 
Merck already makes fever tags and is developing 
other technology.

In the meantime, virtual fencing solves a num-
ber of problems, particularly for grazing on public 
land. If fires do not burn down a fence, elk and 
other animals might create a breach. Cattle guards 
require labor to construct and maintain. People 
passing through often forget to close gates. Virtual 
fencing technology can mitigate or eliminate a 
few of these costs and challenges.

Gifford described one rancher’s trick with the 
new technology. Before roundup, he reduces the 
shock zone a little each day to gather the cattle 
in a smaller area. The technology cannot replace 
skilled riders and trained dogs, but it can stream-
line a rancher’s work.

Invisible fencing provides visible benefits

Photos by Patrick Shea

Beef Cattle Specialist Craig Gifford allowed 
conference attendees to explore the virtually 
fenced area he created in the Ski Hi Complex 
parking lot, including a section sequestered 
within the asphalt pasture.
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Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
owned business 

specializing in 
potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
solutions.

Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

By JOhn WaterS

MONTE VISTA — At the 2023 Southern 
Rocky Mountain Agricultural Conference 
and Trade Show, Dan Waldvogle, director 
of external affairs at the Rocky Mountain 
Farmers Union, provided a legislative up-
date on bills currently being considered in 
the statehouse.

With the population in Colorado predicted 
to be flat in the next several years, Waldvo-
gle predicted a modest increase in the state 
budget that is “not looking super great.”

The 120-day state lawmaking window 
began on Jan. 9 and as of Monday night, 
Feb. 6, there have been 339 bills introduced, 
about half the amount Waldvogle estimates 
will be included in this legislative session.

Although there have been several agri-
culture and rural-related bills introduced 
so far, Waldvogle was optimistic more will 
be introduced this session.

Waldvogle gave a brief overview of the 
following pending legislation:

HB 23-1010
Task Force on High-altitude Water 

Storage
The bill creates a task force to study the 

feasibility of implementing water storage 
in the form of snow in high-altitude areas 
of the state. The task force must submit a 
report to the water resources and agriculture 
review committee on or before June 1, 2024. 
State Senator Cleave Simpson is a sponsor 
of this bill.

On Jan. 23, the House Committee on 
Agriculture, Water and Natural Resources 
postponed this indefinitely. According to 
Waldvogle, this bill was tabled out of re-
spect for Colorado House Minority Leader 
Hugh McKean, an early proponent of the 
bill who passed away last October. Although 
the bill is tabled for now, Waldvogle said, 
“I think we’re going to see this come back.”

HB23-1011
Consumer Right to Repair Agricultural 

Equipment
The bill addresses the requirement that 

an agricultural equipment manufacturer 
facilitates the repair of its equipment by 
providing certain other persons with the re-
sources needed to repair the manufacturer’s 
agricultural equipment. This bill will allow 
farmers and ranchers to repair their own 
equipment. On Feb. 6, this bill was referred 
to the House Committee of the Whole.

HB23-1069
Study Biochar in Plugging Oil wells
The bill creates the biochar in oil and gas 

well plugging working advisory group in 
the oil and gas conservation commission. 
The work group’s purpose is to make rec-
ommendations for the development of a pilot 
program to study the use of biochar in the 
plugging of oil and gas wells. On Jan. 19, this 
bill was introduced in the House and assigned 
to the Energy and Environment Committee.

HB-1094
Extend Agricultural Workforce Devel-

opment Grants
This bill will extend internships under this 

program to last for up to one year. On Jan. 30, 
the House Committee on Agriculture, Water 
and Natural Resources referred this un-
amended to the Appropriations Committee.

SB 23-027
Food Pantry Assistance Grant Program
This bill currently calls for $3 million in 

annual funding. Waldvogle estimated this 
amount will be reduced to about $500,000. 
The Rocky Mountain Farmers Union is 
advocating the use of local sources of ag-
riculture be mandated in this bill. On Jan. 
10, this bill was introduced in the Senate 
and assigned to Health and Human Services.

SB23-010
Water Resources and Agriculture Re-

view Committee
This would make the committee a year-

Photo by John Waters

Dan Waldvogle of the Rocky Mountain 
Farmers Union spoke Tuesday about legis-
lation at the 41st Southern Rocky Moutain 
Agricultural Conference and Trade Show 
in Monte Vista. 

Farmers Union representative 
talks ag and rural legislation

round committee. “Water is the main theme 
we are hearing about…water is number 
one,” said Waldvogle. On Feb. 1, this bill 
was introduced in the House and assigned to 
Agriculture, Water and Natural Resources. 
Sen. Simpson is a sponsor of this bill.

SB23-092
Agricultural Producers Use of Agri-

voltaics
In support of the use of agrivoltaics, 

which is the integration of solar energy 
generation facilities with agricultural ac-
tivities, section 2 of the bill authorizes the 
agricultural drought and climate resilience 
office to award grants for new or ongoing 
demonstration or research projects that 
demonstrate or study the use of agrivolta-
ics. Sen. Simpson is a sponsor of this bill. 
On Jan. 30, this bill was introduced in the 
Senate and assigned to Agriculture and 
Natural Resources.

SB 23-050
Eligibility For Agricultural Future 

Loan Program
Concerning modifications to the Colorado 

agricultural future loan program, and in 
connection to modifying the eligibility re-
quirements for the program and eliminating 
the repeal date for the loan program. A key 
element of this bill is to remove the provi-
sion in an earlier bill that requires farmers 
to own their land — something many young 
farmers do not. On Jan. 17, this bill was 
introduced in the Senate and assigned to 
Agriculture, Water and Natural Resources.

SB23-044
Veterinary Education Loan Repayment 

Program
Concerning updates to the veterinary 

education loan repayment program.
According to Waldvogle, this bill will be 

funded in the amount of $500,000 to assist 
veterinarians in rural areas repay college 
loans. This bill was introduced on Jan. 12, 
and assigned to Agriculture, Water and 
Natural Resources.

In closing, Waldvogle said of state Sen. 
Simpson of Alamosa, “It is great to have 
Senator Simpson working on this [water] 
down at the statehouse. When you talk about 
water everybody says, well did you talk to 
Senator Simpson?”
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By diane drekmann

CONEJOS COUNTY — Conejos Coun-
ty Commissioner Mitch Jarvies said the big-
gest change for the county was the passage 
of a sales tax by county voters.

“In 2021, voters passed, for the first time 
in Conejos County history, a sales tax,” 
Jarvies said.

Implemented in 2022, the sales tax has 
already generated 2.2 million in revenue 
for Conejos County, according to Jarvies.

“Conejos County never had a sales tax, 
but the county was lacking in emergency 
services, with only one ambulance and a 
part-time crew,” Jarvies said. “If two emer-
gencies occurred at the same time, someone 
would have to wait. The sales tax took the 
weight off the general fund.”

The sales tax allows for a full ambulance 
crew and another ambulance. The county 
has the engineering plans completed and 
land acquired to build an ambulance base 
and is moving forward in 2023.

In 2022, Conejos County hired retired 
school superintendent Curt Wilson as a 
grant writer to assist with projects like the 
ambulance base. In his 13 years as a Cone-
jos County Commissioner, Jarvies stresses, 
“the huge importance of the sales tax. It was 
necessary and really helped the county.”

Conejos County never had debt, but the 
sales tax was necessary to provide critical 
services for the community, according to 
Jarvies.

Conejos County also received federal 
funds from the American Rescue Plan Act 

(ARPA). Those funds are being used to up-
grade area bridges. Jarvies said the federal 
funds will “help the county move forward, 
plan ahead, and not play catch up.” 

Jarvies announced that, after years of ne-
gotiation, the Garcia family decided to sell 
their historic house in Conejos. It sits across 
the street from the labyrinth of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church, the oldest church in 
Colorado. With the partnership of History 
Colorado and the Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Areas, Jarvies hopes that one day 
the Garcia house can become a museum 
and the adjoining plaza with its general 
store and other abandoned buildings, can 
become a historic site with a visitor center 
— a place to share the rich history of the 
San Luis Valley.

By lyndSie ferrell

CREEDE — The City of Creede has under-
gone several changes over the course of the last 
few years but the town has not seen anything yet 
compared to what the current administration and 
board have in store for the near future. 

“We have a lot of plans in place, and we are 
excited to see them come to fruition,” said Creede 
City Manager Louis Fineberg.

In a report submitted by Fineberg at the last City 
of Creede Board of Trustee meeting on Tuesday, 
Feb. 7, Fineberg highlighted some of the grant 
funding the town has received over the last three 
years, where it was used and more funding the 
town is seeking to complete several projects that 
will bring Creede to the forefront of the future. 

For the last year, going on two, the town has 
been working to come up to compliance with the 
Colorado Department of Health and Environment 
(CDPHE) on their current sewer collection system. 
Due to zinc and cadmium leakage, the town had to 
complete a sewer collection project that has been 
underway and will hopefully be near completion 
this summer. 

“We are going to hopefully finish the sewer 
system replacement project this summer with 
the bulk of work being done this year. This has 
been a challenge for the town because we have to 
complete the work during our busy months, and it 
can interfere sometimes with our tourism season. 
The community has been great though and we are 
nearing the end,” said Fineberg.

The following summer will also bring changes 
to the downtown area along Main Street. The 
town received a large grant through the Colora-
do Department of Transportation to complete a 
pedestrian oriented project which will include 
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City of Creede finishes projects, sets stage for future changes
ADA compliant sidewalks, lighting, and outdoor 
furniture for the downtown area. This project is 
expected to be started and finished in the summer 
of 2024. 

“We have been working on this project for some 
time and have done some work that has been 
finished including the new Gazebo and seating at 
Basham Park. It will be so nice to have everything 
finished by the end of summer 2024 and we look 
forward to seeing the results,” said Fineberg.

The next large project the city is currently 
working on includes rebuilding the current town 
hall. According to Fineberg, the city was put in 
touch with students from the Colorado School of 
Design who completed plans for the Creede Town 
Hall Complex. This is a conceptual design used to 
seek funding for the project through the Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs (DOLA). 

Please see CREEDE on Page 6

Costilla County adds to Rito Seco Park
By diane drekmann

SAN LUIS — Costilla County Admin-
istrator Ben Doon shared some highlights 
of 2022, the ongoing work in 2023 and the 
unique challenges Costilla County faces.

A big victory for San Luis occurred in a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in July of 2022, 
according to Doon. After five years of 
planning and collaboration, Rito Seco Park, 
outside of San Luis, got eight miles of hiking 
trails, connecting popular fishing, picnic, and 
camping areas.

Doon explained some background and 
history of Costilla County.

“Costilla County has no federal public 
land,” Doon said. “Costilla County was 
originally part of a Mexican land grant, 
4,000 acres were given to Costilla County 
for open space. Most of the rest of the coun-
ty is private land, therefore not eligible for 
federal funds.”

Rito Seco Park was established in the 
1970s, part of the 4,000 acres. It is a popular 
area for camping and fishing, but did not have 
any hiking trails until July 2022. 

“Many projects,” Doon says, “are multi-
year and grant-funded. For six consecutive 
years, Costilla County has been able to 
receive grant money for more public open 
space creating more hiking, camping, 
fishing opportunities. Colorado Open 
Lands and San Luis Valley Great Outdoors 
have been instrumental partners helping 
to expand open space in Costilla County. 
Colorado Open Lands is a land trust that 
are experts in land acquisition. San Luis 
Valley Great Outdoors help with technical 
trail construction.” 

Another ongoing project supported by 
grant money is wildlife mitigation. County 
Administrator Doon recalls the devastating 
effects of the Spring Creek Fire of 2018.

“One hundred and fifty homes were lost. 
That is 6% of the population of Costilla 
County,” Doon said.

The grant money allows crews to go 
throughout Costilla County from May to 
September and remove trees, branches, and 
any debris that could be a fire hazard. The 
crews thin the trees in the mountainous areas, 

create 80-to-100-foot road easements and fire 
breaks to minimize fire danger and emergen-
cy safety routes for the citizens of Costilla 
County. The wood collected is used to heat 
the furnace at the county maintenance shop.

Like other communities in the San Luis 
Valley, Costilla County received federal 
money for 2023 through the American Res-
cue Relief Act (ARPA). These funds will 
help pay for the $400,000-$600,000 needed 
to upgrade the aging wastewater infrastruc-
ture in the villages of Chama, San Pablo, San 
Pedro, and San Francisco.

Costilla County has also been the recipient 
six years in a row of a Veteran’s Assistance 
Grant through the State of Colorado. Doon is 
a proud supporter of this vital program that 
helps the area’s veterans.

“The Veteran Service Officer helps with 
utility bills, doctor visits, prescriptions, but, 
by far, veterans need the most assistance with 
home heating costs,” he said.

The county has received $24,000 to help 
with these costs. Doon is “really glad the 
state supports such a well-used program.”

Sales tax positively impacts Conejos

Monte Vista 
City Manager 
Dennis talks 

about ‘growth’ 
for 2023

By marie mccOlm

MONTE VISTA — GiGi Dennis has been 
Monte Vista’s City Manager for just over a year 
now. Dennis has enjoyed her time as City Manager 
and has seen many different aspects of Monte 
Vista. From the devastation that occurred in town 
from a wildfire in April of 2022 to the construction 
of the new Outcalt Event and Conference at SLV 
Ski Hi Complex.

“We have seen some heartache, but we have 
also seen some other really great things in 2022, 
overall, I am looking forward to helping make 
positive changes in 2023,” Dennis said. “Monte 
Vista is a great little community, and a warm place 
to live. Together we can make our little community 
flourish and grow, by moving things in the right 
direction.”

Dennis spoke about many of the events that 
occurred in 2022.

“The beginning of the year started out a little 
different,” Dennis said. “We had the excitement 
of finishing the Ski HI event center, along with 
the ribbon cutting ceremony. According to the 
Friends of Ski Hi, the event center had been an 
unrealized dream for such a long time, so to see it 
finally complete, with so many wonderful events 
scheduled, was a dream come true for so many 
people in our little town. We also then saw the 
devastation of a wildfire that took place in April 
of 2022, with a total of six displaced families. This 
was so hard to see, but as a city we banded together 
to help these folks out, using our resources. We 
worked to provide food and shelter for the folks 
that needed it. I really saw a community coming 
together here. We have also seen our town gain 
nice new roads, compliments of all the hard work 
that our Public Works Department has put in. We 
obtained this grant that has helped so much with 
this project, and if you look around, the grant has 
really helped a lot.” 

Please see GROWTH on Page 6
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Awarded the Distinguished 2022 Best 
of Homecare, Leader in Experience!

“Our first step will be to seek funding to com-
plete construction documents through DOLA and 
then once that is complete, we can further seek 
funding for the actual project. Anyone who has 
spent any time in our town hall knows how much 
we need a new facility. It will enhance our town 
exponentially,” stated Fineberg.

The projects for the future or Creede do not stop 
there. The town recently submitted a grant applica-
tion to FEMA (Federal Emergency Management 
Agency) to seek funding for flood proofing Creede. 
Due to the town’s location at the bottom of a steep 
canyon, the town has a long history of flooding. 

The project would include changes to the northern 
part of the flume to decrease the risk of swelling 
water with sediment ponds and phase two of the 
flume resurfacing project. 

The third phase would continue work on the 
flood plain south of town with the Headwaters 
Alliance organization. “This will take longer for 
us to implement but will be worth it in the end.”

In addition to the flood proofing project, Fine-
berg also spoke about the status of the town’s 
Micro-Hydraulic System which would ultimately 
serve to provide utilities to the City of Creede. This 
project started years ago and the planning for the 

project is almost complete. The first step was to 
complete a study to see if Willow Creek could 
produce enough hydroelectricity to provide elec-
tricity to the City of Creede and ultimately make it 
self-sustainable in a few years. With the planning 
complete, the city can now work on developing 
the actual system.

With all of that on their schedule, Fineberg 
and the Creede Board of Trustees are working to 
create affordable housing with the help of local 
landowners and the San Luis Valley Housing 
Coalition. Their hope is to meet the need for 11 
housing units which was determined by the San 

Luis Valley Housing Coalition study that was 
finished last year. The city will be working with 
Creede America owner and the housing coalition 
to secure funding for the project. More updates 
on this project will be reported as they become 
available. 

The town is well on its way to being at the 
forefront of future development and things are 
only looking up for Creede. Creed Board of Trustee 
meetings are the second Tuesday of the month at 
5:30 p.m. with an option to watch from home. For 
more information, please visit www.cityofcreede.
colorado.gov. 

CREEDE Continued from Page 6

cOntriButed

PAGOSA SPRINGS — Visiting Angels 
announced recently that it received the distin-
guished 2023 Best of Home Care 
– Leader in Experience Award 
from HCP, the leading firm in 
experience management for 
home care.

The Leader in Experience 
Award is the highest recogni-
tion awarded by HCP and is 
given to select home care businesses 
that consistently rank among the very 
highest in 10 or more quality metrics. As a 
Leader in Experience, Visiting Angels is now 
recognized among the top 10% of home care 
providers participating in the nationwide HCP 
Experience Management Program.

This accomplishment demonstrates Visiting 
Angels’ long-term dedication to excellent care 
and quality improvement. To qualify for this 
award, 10% of Visiting Angels’ clients and 
caregivers were interviewed each month by 

Visiting Angels of SW Colorado receives 2023 
Best of Home Care – Leader in Experience Award

HCP. Over a 12-month period, Visiting Angels 
received high client and caregiver satisfaction 
ratings in areas such as caregiver training, com-

passion of caregivers, communica-
tion, scheduling, client/caregiver 

compatibility, and more. Using 
feedback from clients and 
employees, as well as quality 
benchmarks from HCP, the 
Visiting Angels management 
team set goals to reach the 

highest level of Experience possible.
The Best of Home Care – Leader in Ex-

perience Award highlights the top-performing 
home care businesses in the nation. HCP believes 
that by honoring these providers, families looking 
for in-home care for a loved one will be able to 
recognize and choose a trusted home care provider.

“At Home Care Pulse, our mission is to help 
home care businesses create an experience 
that goes beyond client and caregiver expec-
tations,” says Todd Austin, President of HCP. 
“When we see agencies like Visiting Angels of 

SW Colorado that have so effectively provided 
outstanding care and employment experiences, 
we know we’re on the right track. This award 
allows them to show proof of quality to poten-

tial clients and caregivers.”
To find out more about Visiting Angel’s 

commitment to experience, visit visitingangels.
com or call 970-264-5991.

Dennis also spoke of how the new murals that 
have been painted in town have beautified it.

“We had some people approach us about these 
murals, something that we didn’t do on our own, 
just a few wonderful citizens that thought that 
these could make our little town a little more 
beautiful,” she said. “We now have three murals 
that have been painted in town and they look 
great. This couldn’t have happened without the 
vision of these people. We appreciate them so 
much.” 

Dennis also spoke about how in 2022, the city 
brought in a large balloon that was used for Ski 
Hi Stampede.

“We brought in Monte the Cowboy,” Dennis 

said. “He is a large balloon that we had a ton of 
fun with for stampede.”

Dennis said that she was also excited about how 
the Christmas lights “lit up the town” in December.

“We got this grant, and the grant helped us 
purchase all these fantastic Christmas lights for 
our town,” she said. “We had so many lights, that 
we put up, but not all the lights were put up, we 
still had more, so yes, this was something else 
that was very positive for our town last year. 
The Christmas lights made our town sparkle in 
December.” 

Dennis said that for 2023 she foresees even more 
growth for Monte Vista.

“In 2022, we made progress. The biggest suc-

cess was Ski Hi,” she said. “In 2023 more progress 
is coming from this center.”

Dennis said that a grant had been applied for 
and a “congressional earmark” had taken place 
when the grant was passed. The grant would give 
the city $850,000 for the purchase of a generator, 
four portable showers, and a possible total of 15 
to 18 RV spaces at Ski Hi. The idea behind the 
purchases would be to designate Ski Hi as an 
official emergency warming center.

“We don’t know if situations may arise where 
folks need this center,” she said. “This would give 
people a place to lay their heads and feel safe. 
With this center, we can utilize and be prepared 
for anything that may occur.”

Dennis also spoke of a city-sponsored hotel, 
that may be another unrealized dream, that could 
start in 2023.

“We have thought of this for a long time, the 
idea would be to bring a city-sponsored hotel here 
that would bring more people to our little town,” 
Dennis said.

“Well, we have Monte the Cowboy for our 
events. We have over two hundred events already 
scheduled out at the Ski Hi center for this year. We 
have this congressional earmark that is going to 
help with our warming center. If you think about 
it, the Hotel could be an unrealized dream too. 
Growth is our plan for 2023. As a strong communi-
ty we can make all this possible together,” she said.

GROWTH Continued from Page 6

Government
Mineral County count blessings and move into secure future
By lyndSie ferrell

MINERAL COUNTY — Over the past sever-
al years, Mineral County has worked to improve 
several things throughout the county and now 
more than ever, they are grateful for the chance 
to work on even more as the county shifts and 
moves into the future. 

Mineral County Administrator Janelle Kukuk 
has been instrumental in making sure the county 
was able to improve in several ways since she 
came on board and with the help of her current 
Board of County Commissioners and a great part-
nership with grant makers, has secured the county 
grant funding that helped with capital projects that 
began with the renovation and expansion of the 
Mineral County Courthouse. 

“This was a great change that was long over-
due. Not only is it nice for our administrative 
staff, but it was a huge improvement to the 
courthouse and allows the sheriff’s department 
to flow through daily business without interrup-
tion. We have a very generous and challenging 
partnership with the Department of Local Affairs 

(DOLA) who helped make this project happen,” 
said Kukuk. “None of it was possible without the 
help of several components and people.”

The courthouse renovation was only the be-
ginning, and the changes that happened after the 
courthouse’s completion threw Mineral County 
into a more secure and stable future. Another large 
and longtime project that finally reached comple-
tion was the purchase of the landfill by the county 
from the Rio Grande National Forest. For several 
years, the Mineral County Commissioners and 
Kukuk worked with Rio Grande National For-
est representative Martha Williamson and Tom 
Malechek to come to an agreement and according 
to Kukuk, both Williamson and Malechek were 
instrumental in the process.

With the purchase complete, Mineral County 
can now rest assured that there will be a local 
landfill for the near future and that access to a 
shooting range will be available. “The shooting 
range was possible through a partnership with 
Colorado Public Health and Environment (CD-
PHE) as well as Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

(CPW). We can now use it for educational classes 
with local organizations and the school and I think 
everyone was happy we were able to include it in 
the purchase of the landfill,” said Kukuk.

Through their partnership with DOLA, the 
county secured funding to remodel the front of the 
historically significant underground Mining Mu-
seum and Community Center. With the combined 
efforts of the Mining Museum Board, the remodel 
was completed in 2022 and enjoyed throughout 
the summer. “It was amazing to see everyone 
out enjoying the new remodel in the front this 
summer. Guests that came to the Woodcarver’s 
Rendezvous, the Creede Rock and Mineral Show 
and other events were able to be outside and it 
was so nice to see people enjoying the new parts 
of the facility.”

Finally, the county secured funding through the 
Division of Aeronautics to complete the surface 
improvement on the Mineral County Airport 
runway. “This was fabulous and opened the door 
for several opportunities in the future.”

Mineral County has focused on improving their 

communications with both the City of Creede, 
the Creede School District and other entities 
throughout the county and beyond which began 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Communications with both the school and 
city as well as public health and Rio Grande 
Hospital improved significantly through the pan-
demic. I feel things were handled very well and 
though not everyone was happy, I am confident in 
how we responded as a community. It speaks to 
how we function as a community and to how we 
will continue to communicate moving forward,” 
said Kukuk.

The county was also able to sell the Mineral 
County Dental Clinic to a private practice which 
secured oral health in the area. Though the county 
had originally set out to provide the service to 
the community, it became clear that selling to a 
private practice was in their best interest. “We 
set out to make sure oral health was part of the 
community and I feel we did that. It was our main 
goal from the beginning and now we know that 
it is here to stay,” said Kukuk.
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By margaret SanderSOn

ALAMOSA — The smooth operation of 
a dentist’s office requires well-trained dental 
assistants, and many of them come from 
Trinidad State.

“I think it’s great,” said Dentist Dr. Lon 
Thurman, “because starting people from 
scratch takes a lot of time. This really cuts 
the gap.”  

The dynamic and positive Crystal Benavi-
dez leads the program. She replaced Canada 
native, Sherry Dufoe-Pratzman, who opened 
the program in 2017 and recommended Be-
navidez for the job. 

“You have to get hands-on experience and 
they’re able to hit the ground running pretty 
fast coming out of the dental assisting pro-
gram,” said Thurman. Three of his assistants 
have come out of the Trinidad State program, 
“and all three have worked out great.”

Other dentists in the San Luis Valley have 
offered help. Ten dental chairs have already 
been donated. One came from Dr. Thurman. 
Retired dentist, Dr. Rick Santi, donated six. 
His daughter, Carly Santi Lozoya, who has 
her master’s in dental hygiene, comes to the 
class once a semester to review and assess the 
student’s radiology performance and to certify 
them for that part of their degree. When Dr. 
Richard Williams retired, he donated three 
chairs with manuals, some instruments and 
a panoramic X-ray machine. Many of the 
donations will be incorporated into a new lab 
at the college this summer.  

Students are excited about the program. 
Ahlisia Gallegos said, “I wanted to do the 
dental program because I was that weird kid 
who liked to go to the dentist. Since I was 
little, I wanted to work with teeth. I love it.  
It’s so fun and working in a dental office now 
is like actually doing it.  It’s just a great time.”

Gallegos is one of three students currently 
working in dental offices, all located in Ala-
mosa. They all started assisting in December 
after taking a semester of training.

“I think we were too afraid to work in a 
dental office at first,” said Gallegos. “Crystal 
made us feel more comfortable with the idea. 
It gave us the confidence we needed to go out 
and get a job.”

Two of the three are working with dental as-
sistants whom Benavidez trained her first year.

Benavidez’ interest in dental work began 
when she and her partner moved to Pagosa 
Springs from the Valley. She responded to an 
ad for an office assistant in a dental office. She 
had worked in an office setting at Valley Wide 
in Alamosa for years. The dentist who hired 
her noticed her science background and asked 
if she would be interested in being a dental 
assistant. Benavidez had earned her bachelor’s 
in interdisciplinary studies and geology and 
environmental science at Adams State.

“At the time I had no clue that teeth have 
numbers,” said Benavidez. “I knew we had 
to brush and floss our teeth and that was the 
extent of my knowledge of dentistry!”

Benavidez was instantly introduced to high 
tech dental procedures rather than routine 
dentistry such as fillings. The first day of work 
the dentist said, “We’re going to extract some 

Trinidad State provides dental assistants to the SLV

bone chips and then we’re going to work with 
the CO2 laser that helps remove soft tissue and 
this afternoon we’re going to do an implant. 
That really got my interest,” she said.  “The 
blood and gore don’t bother me at all, so I 
said, ‘Sign me up!’”

Her training was tough, requiring research, 
reading and testing in addition to hands-on 
work. She learned the trade well.  

After she and her partner moved back to 
the Valley with their son, Benavidez worked 
with Public Health as a dental assistant 
for eight years. After she left that position, 
within a few months she was missing the 
work she had grown to love. She applied at 
Dr. Thurman’s dental office where she has 
worked since. Meanwhile Trinidad State 
approached her about replacing instructor 
Sherry Dufoe-Pratzman who was returning to 
Canada. Empowered, by the chance to teach, 
Benavidez readily accepted the position with 
Trinidad State. “It has definitely put the spark 
back in the dental life for me,” she said.

Because classes are Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and every other Saturday, Benavidez 
continues her full-time work with Dr. Thur-
man, who has generously allowed her to use 
one of his workstations to train students until 
her new classroom is ready.   

“We’re definitely like the quarterback of the 
office,” said Benavidez. There’s a lot more to 
assisting than people realize.” Her predeces-
sor said, “They (dental assistants) become a 
second set of hands for the dentist.  They learn 
what is wanted before they are even asked.”

Training includes medical emergencies in 
the dental setting, terminology, dental pro-
cedures, dental history, radiology, infection 
control, how to be a professional and more.

“I think everyone should start off as a dental 

Photos courtesy of Trinidad State
Trinidad State dental assistant instructor, Crystal Benavidez, explains the dental implant process where a small titanium post is anchored 
into the gums of a patient and is topped with an artificial tooth to replace missing or damaged teeth. 

 Joyce Espino learns how to smooth tray edges using a straight handpiece with an acrylic 
bur which rotates at a fast speed like a sander.

Monte Vista School District officials speak of ‘positive progress’ for 2023
By marie mccOlm

MONTE VISTA — The Monte 
Vista School District has seen some 
positive things happen in 2022. From 
the opening of a new early learning 
center to the dedication of an elec-
tronic sign, and the renaming of Bill 
Metz Elementary’s central auditori-
um. There have been many positive 
changes in the district. 

MV School District Superinten-
dent Scott Wiedeman spoke about 
differences from last school year to 
this year in the school system.

“We have seen kids getting back 
into school. Over the last 3 years, 
we have worked so hard to build 
relationships with these kids,” Wie-
deman said. “COVID was a time 
when we had to take a step back, and 

everything changed. We had kids in 
school online, we had kids in school 
part-time, we had kids just in and 
out of school. The system was so 
different, and we lost some of that 
good engagement with our students. 
Now working towards the future and 
this year, we really want to work hard 
to get that engagement back with 
the students. We have also partnered 
with the same people that helped us 
increase our scores at the elementary 
school, to go to the middle school 
now too, and we feel this is a very 
positive move in the right direction.” 

Monte Vista School District Board 
of Education President Gary Wilkson 
also spoke about the district.

“One of the things I really feel is 
positive and unique about our school 

district every year, is our ability to 
form personal relationships, and 
that’s attributed to our staff,” he 
said. “We have great leadership in 
our district too. Our leadership is 
very strong.”

Wilkinson explained that on a 
weekly basis Superintendent Wie-
deman meets with different leaders 
from all the schools in Monte Vis-
ta, including the elementary, and 
the high school, to have different 
round-table discussions regarding 
different issues or subjects that arise 
at the schools.

“They all get together and talk about 
things. They collaborate on anything 
that needs a decision,” Wilkinson 
said. “This is a strong force, different 
opinions, different subjects, different 

schools in the district. They don’t 
always agree, but they do agree, on 
always doing what is best for the stu-
dents and this really helps our district 
and makes us unique.”  

Superintendent Wiedeman said 
that collaboration is a benefit for the 
schools for anything that has hap-
pened and anything that will happen 
in the district.

“We look at a lot that has happened, 
in the past few years, obviously the 
past is important in determining 
the future for our students, but we 
just foresee everything positive for 
our students. We have had a lot of 
growth,” he said.

Wiedeman attributes many posi-
tive changes already occurring this 
year to the staff.

“Our staff really cares about our 
students,” he said. “We want to do 
everything we can to support them. 
Our students’ well-being is most im-
portant to us and getting them back 
into school after everything is our 
main goal. We also see growth in our 
Early Learning Center. This center 
is going to help our district so much 
too, in fact it already has. There are 
kids who aren’t quite old enough to 
be placed in certain grades, but they 
can be placed in the center. This has 
made a tremendous impact on our 
district too. Our goals for 2023 are 
simple, take care of our students, 
engage them more, and just get kids 
back into school. We are working 
hard to make this happen. We see this 
happening for sure.”

assistant because it introduces you to every-
thing,” said Benavidez. “From there you can 
go to oral surgery, or endodontics (treatment 
of pulp inside a tooth), implants (artificial 
tooth root for attaching a tooth or bridge), or-
thodontics (correcting tooth misalignment), or 
periodontics (gum disease), surgical assistant, 
office manager, program coordinator, teacher 

— lots of opportunity.”
“It’s one thing when a teacher can teach 

the curriculum but it’s another thing when 
they have the real-life experience to help 
you succeed in the field. She has the ability 
to form relationships with every one of her 
students, so it just makes you feel more 

Please see TSC on Page 8
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By lyndSie ferrell

DEL NORTE — The last few years have been 
a struggle to say the least as many throughout 
the country and even the world adjusted to the 
swiftly changing times since COVID hit the 
scene in 2020. Businesses, communities, and 
schools all adjusted to a new norm but now, 
with the pandemic declared “over” by officials, 
many of these establishments are going back to 
how things used to be and with that comes a 
sigh of relief.

Superintendent for the Upper Rio Grande 
School District (URGSD) Aaron Horrocks is 
one that is relieved to see some form of normalcy 
return to the district and is looking forward to 
opening the doors and finally using the school 
the way it was meant to be used. “Things are 
getting back to normal. We are finally able to use 
the school the way it was built to be used and we 
are all grateful,” said Horrocks.

The brand-new school had been open for about 
six months before the pandemic hit and they 
watched powerless as the doors to the facility 
closed along with other districts throughout the 
Valley in the spring of 2020 and in a frantic effort 
to secure continued education for students, did 
what all other districts did; they turned to online 
classes, held their breath, and hoped for the best.

When the district came back in the fall Hor-
rocks described it as his biggest struggle and 
greatest relief. “We were so happy to be back, 
but things changed day by day and sometimes 

URGSD looks to future outside of COVID
minute by minute. It was my biggest struggle 
and greatest relief. Our staff, students and 
teachers were amazing, and our community 
was a huge support. We got through it and now 
looking back, it makes having the school back 
open, that much better.”

Now, Horrocks and his team at the school can 
offer the full extent of services to students. Class 
parties are back on the schedule, team sports 
are no longer being canceled due to illness or 
positive COVID cases and the building is full. 
“It’s so nice to walk in and have the school alive. 
The building is full, our classes are full, and the 
community can come in and support our district. 
We have amazing turn out at our events, concerts, 
and sporting events. Our school is being used and 
there is no better feeling in the world.”

Horrocks also took a moment to recognize his 
staff and teachers. “We are now affirming our 
place in the community. We went from a new 
school to COVID and thanks to our dedicated 
staff and teachers, we are working on being back 
to normal. Everyone is dealing now with inflation 
and staffing issues. Everyone is dealing with those 
things, and we are fortunate to be where we are 
and to have the support of amazing people. We 
will do what we need to, to take care of our peo-
ple. We appreciate them and we will make sure 
that they know that.”

With COVID sliding further and further into 
the rearview, Horrocks and the URGSD Board 
of Education have turned their sights to school 

safety and will be working with local law and 
public health officials to ensure that the school 
is as safe as it can be for students. 

“We are currently working on the safety of our 
district. We are looking at standard response pro-
tocols, response to emergencies and promoting 
school safety. We hope to have it in place and at 
a comfort level by the fall and the beginning of 
the next school year. Safety is paramount and 
getting staff on the same page is our top priority.”

The district is working with the I Love You 
Guys Foundation and working to increase 
training and education among staff and teachers 
throughout the district. “We are moving in a good 
direction, and we know we have some things that 
need improvement, and we will improve. It’s how 
we grow as a district.”

Horrocks has one goal he hopes to accomplish 
in the coming days and that is to pack the new 
gym for the first time since the school was built. 
The district will be hosting the 1A and 2A Bas-
ketball tournament on Feb. 23-25. The district 
was chosen to host the event this year and will 
be welcoming schools from around the region. 
“Please come and support this awesome event, 
show support for our students and let’s pack the 
gym!”

The district hosts a Board of Education meeting 
every fourth Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. 
in the school’s auditorium for anyone wishing 
to stay up to date on current changes. For more 
information or a complete schedule of events, 
meetings and other activities, please visit www.
dncsd.org.

Creede School Superintendent shifts focus to community and students
By lyndSie ferrell

CREEDE — Now that the COVID pandemic 
is less of a concern for the Creede School District, 
Superintendent Keith Crispell is shifting his focus 
to students and the Creede community. Crispell 
came on as the superintendent right at the begin-
ning of the COVID pandemic and being thrown 
headfirst into challenging water, is now relived 
to do something he knows he was hired to do and 
that is to improve the district for students, teachers 
and staff in every way possible.

“I have been here for three years and started in 
my position as the Creede School Superintendent 
right at the beginning of COVID, but now I get 
the chance to be the superintendent I was hired 
to be and focus my attention on improving test 
scores and the school’s relationship with the 
community. I think now more than anything 
there is less anxiety and that is what is allowing 
me to refocus on other topics in the district,” 
said Crispell.

Crispell continued to explain that though the 
district never lost sight of the importance of test 
scores and education during the pandemic, the 
dynamics on how it was focused on had changed. 
“We know more now than we did when this 

first started. Everything changed so fast, and we 
all were in this type of reaction mode. We had 
to be. Our primary focus was on the changing 
forecast and our challenge was to keep up with 
the changes but now we are more mindful, and 
we can really focus back on education, which is 
why we are here,” said Crispell.

Overall, the district is seeing less of the hybrid 
online learning that they adapted to during the 
pandemic and more in school learning. Though 
the district still offers special educational courses 
through their online access, more students are 
completing main course learning in person and 
the school is beginning to feel like it did before 
COVID reached their doors. 

“Now we can have outside excursions and 
weave special activities into everyday education. 
We have more sporting events, holiday parties 
and activities that take students outside of the 
school and that is really a great thing. It’s part of 
what makes learning fun,” said Crispell. 

With that in mind, the superintendent is not 
forgetting what matters and that is a chance to 
improve the test scores throughout the district and 
to offer even more transparency and partnership 
to the community. “We always look at how we 

can improve. Even when you have top test scores 
there is always room for improvement and my job 
is to look at our scores and see the areas where we 
can adjust to meet those goals. There is always 
room for growth and a chance to recognize our 
strengths and weaknesses,” explained Crispell.

In addition to the test scare improvements, 
Crispell would like to invite the community into 
the school and offer additional activities that may 
strengthen their partnership with the community 
they serve through classes and educational op-
portunities. “I don’t know exactly how that will 
look but that is our goal by next fall; to have more 
adult centered courses and to learn from local 
businesses the types of soft skills they need in 
their workforce. We can teach those things along 
with our curriculum to help improve student and 
community interaction.”

“We want to build up that student, parent and 
community relationship and now that we have a 
better grasp on things, we can start to invite the 
community back to the school. Parents can walk 
their kindergartners to their classes at the begin-
ning of the day again, we can have community 
members to school functions without putting a 
limit on numbers and we can use some of our 
teachers to offer classes.”

With that in mind, Crispell has goals set for 
the coming school year and will be working to 
create more opportunities for the community to 
be engaged with the school. More details will be 
reported as they become available. The Creede 
Board of Education meets every third Tuesday 
at 4:30 p.m. with an option to Zoom the meeting 
from home. For more information or a full sched-
ule please visit www.creedek12.net. 

engaged,” said Gallegos.  
Fifty hours of internship is required for 

the program — either with a dentist in a 
dental setting or working directly with 
Benavidez.  Dianne Gardner is doing her 
internship with Benavidez.  “I know a little 
bit about everything,” said Gardner who 
has studied sociology, psychology, crimi-
nal justice, cyber security, programming, 
coding and more — “but this one stuck.” 
She was recently hired as a dental assistant 
in the same office where she has received 
training.

Molly Cavett, one of the students now 
working in a dental office, said “When I saw 
that ad for the program, I decided I’m going to 
try it.  Crystal’s great. The program’s great.”

Deedra Gray, an ambitious student who 
likes variety in her life is a three-time Trinidad 
State graduate holding an Accounting Clerk 
certificate, and both Associate of Science and 
Associate of Arts degrees.

“I had always been interested in the dental 
field and I wasn’t sure it was something I 
wanted to take on,” she said. “I love it. This 
is one of my favorite things I’m doing.”

Gray now works full-time in a dental office 
and part-time in the radiology department 

at the hospital assisting the technicians and 
scheduling.  

All of the students want to continue in the 
dental field.

“I want to go to dental school,” said 
Gallegos. “I’m doing the assisting pro-
gram to test the waters. It’s a good place 
to start and now that I’m doing this and 
working in it, I love it. And it’s something 
I definitely want to do. I wanted to before, 
but it gave me the little boost I needed to 
actually pursue it.  We have a good time, 
and we learn a lot.” 

Benavidez said in the state of Colorado 
a person can train directly with a dentist to 
become certified as a dental assistant or can 
take a one-year (two semester) course which 
Trinidad State offers. The graduate also cer-
tifies in the required radiology and in CPR. 
The average wage in the Valley runs from $15 
to $25 per hour — not bad for two semesters 
of study. 

Benavidez is proud of her students whose 
average grade on a recent emergency medical 
exam was 90.  

To learn more, contact LoriRaeHamilton at 
lorirae.hamilton@trinidadstate.edu or 719-
846-5524.

TSC Continued from Page 7
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