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Shorts

Kiwanis Club of
Center Pancake
Supper is Feb. 20

CENTER — The Kiwanis Club
of Center’s 67th annual Presidents’
Day Pancake Supper will be held
from4:30to7 p.m.on Monday, Feb.
20, at the Center School Cafeteria.

The cost is $9 for adults and
$5 for children. Children younger
than 6-years-old are free. Package
sausage will be available for $5
per pound.

SEH Consulting to
present data on

Del Norte’s codes

DELNORTE — On Wednesday,
Feb. 22, at 10 a.m., Short Elliott
Hendrickson (SEH) will give
a presentation at Del Norte’s
Town Hall, 140 Spruce St. SEH
Consulting was hired to do an
audit of the Town of Del Norte’s
municipal codes. SEH will update
on their progress and discuss slides
of the town’s zoning map and
matrixes of the town’s density,
vacancy, and constraints.

The SEH team’s goal is to deliver
the necessary land use code updates
for Del Norte to incentivize the
construction and renovation of
affordable workforce housing for
entry level, starter homes — both
rent and sale.

RGNF Specialist
Series focusing
on timber

management

DEL NORTE — The Rio
Grande National Forest covers
over 1.8 million acres, much of
which is forested. How are timber
management decisions made about
these forests?

Join Kevin Duda, Vegetation
Program Manager, as he answers
these questions and more. Duda
will be speaking about various
aspects of forest management
including tree planting, logging,
and monitoring. He will talk
about the processes for evaluating
managementneeds of the thousands
of acres of the forest. He has
been working on the Rio Grande
National Forest since 2005.

The online program will be held
at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 22,
in partnership with the San Juan
Mountains Association. Visit
the Rio Grande National Forest
website or Facebook page for
event information, www.fs.usda.
gov/riogrand.

This event is part of the Rio
Grande National Forest’s Forest
Specialist Series, a once monthly
online presentation.

Subscribe Online!

ORI TER POST
DISPETCH com

Land Board considers Little La Garita Creek

By PATRICK SHEA
LA GARITA — At the end of January, the
Saguache County Commissioners headed west from
La Garita to visit a 640-acre parcel proposed for
State Land Board Stewardship Trust management.
The Little La Garita Creek parcel is one of many
proposed around Colorado.
On Feb. 14, Lindsey Brandt from the State Land
Board described the proposal via ZOOM. She also
provided an overview of properties statewide and
specifically in Saguache County. Of the roughly 2
million acres in the county, the State Land Board
owns almost 60,000 acres (about three percent).
Please see LA GARITA on Page 2A

At roughly 18,000 acres, the Biedell Creek areais |
the largest of three properties currently under the i
State Land Board Stewardship Trust in Saguache
County. If selected, the Little La Garita Creek
area will add another 640 acres of Stewardship
Trust management within Saguache County.

Photo by Patrick Shea

Biedell Creek

Little
La Garita
Creek

LaGarks Sewore

Photo by Patrick Shea

Delivering the Keynote Address at the 41st Annual Southern Rocky Mountain Agricultural Conference
and Trade Show in Monte Vista on Feb. 8, Jimmy Emmons presented, ‘Grazing Beyond the Yield —
How we changed our soil and water efficiency to improve profitability.’

Emmons makes a cry
for cover crops

By PATRICK SHEA

MONTE VISTA — Keynote
speaker Jimmy Emmons shared his
soil expertise during the second day
of the 41st Annual Southern Rocky
MountainAgricultural Conference and

Trade Show at the Outcalt Event and
Conference at SLV Ski Hi Complex
in Monte Vista on Feb. 8.

An international leader in the soil
heath movement, Emmons and his
wife Ginger manage 2,000 acres

of cropland and 5,000 acres of
rangeland in Dewey County, Okla. In
2017, they received Oklahoma’s first
Leopold Conservation Award for their
regenerative agriculture practices. He

Please see COVER on Page 6A

Barraclough
named SLVDRG
Regional Grants

Navigator

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA - This week, San
Luis Valley Development Resources
Group announced the appointment of
Craig Barraclough as the Regional
Grants Navigator for the San

Luis Valley. In this new position,

Barraclough will serve as aresource
for counties and municipalities
throughout the Valley assisting
in identifying and applying for
grant opportunities that might fund
important projects in communities.

Last week, the State of Colorado,
through the Department of Local
Affairs (DOLA), announced the
creation and funding of 14 Regional
Grant Navigator (RGN) positions
within Colorado’s designated
Planning and Management Regions.
These positions will aid local
governments in their pursuit of
funds from the historic Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, passed in
November of 2021, which will
invest a historic $550 billion in

Please see SLVDRG on Page 2A

Senator Simpson faces new, old
challenges in legislative session

‘I have a significant
hill to climb’

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Republican

Senator Cleave Simpson had some
significant wins in last year’s 73rd
Colorado General Assembly, his
second legislative session after being
electedtoservein2020.But2023 may
prove to be more difficult, especially
when it comes to his impact on how
the state manages water, the issue that
drove Simpson to run for the Senate
in the first place.

“The climate is changing,” he

says. “We can’t call this a drought
anymore. It’s lasted 20 years. What
we’re seeing is aridification, which
means the issue of water is going to
look very different in the future. My
whole reason to run for the Senate was
to add to that discussion about water.
To elevate the conversation and help
guide the state in crafting good water
policy and legislation.”

Last year, in addition to rallying
broad-based, bi-partisan statements
of opposition among legislators to
RWR’s attempt to export water from
the San Luis Valley, Simpson was
the primary sponsor of SB22-028

Please see SIMPSON on Page 7A
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Mark William
Wetherill, son of Hank

Clayton Wetherill, was
50 years old when he
left this world to enter
the next one on Aug.
11,2022.

He is survived by
his brother, Terry
Wetherill,and his sister,
Robin (Wetherill)
Hilsabeck.

Mark graduated high
school from Moscow
HighSchoolinMoscow,
Kan. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in
Communications from
Kansas State University
in Manhattan, Kan.,
and completed an

Sciences in Boca Raton, Fla.,

Mark Wllllam Wetherlll

associate’s degree in Radiology from Bethesda College of Health
in June 2022.

Mark’s early career was as a call center manager, but he became
interested in health care and aspired to be a radiology technician.

He was quick-witted and loved the outdoors, especially hunting
and fishing in the mountains of Colorado.

A memorial service for Mark will be held in his beloved mountains
in Creede, Colo., where his ashes will be scattered in Summer 2023.

LA GARITA coninea fompage 14 =

Approximately 75 percent of this
acreage is in the public access
program for hunting.

The State Land Board currently
manages three Stewardship Trust
areas in Saguache County. The
smallest, Alder Creek, is the
northernmost parcel of 480
acres just south of Poncha Pass.
The Biedell Creek property
immediately west of La Garita is
the largest property in the county,
stretching across approximately
18,000 acres.

Like the proposed La Garita
Creek area southwest of Penitente
Canyon and the Biedell Creek
area, Jack’s Creek northwest of
Saguache also covers 640 acres.

Statewide, the State Land Board
is the second largest landowner
behind the federal government. The
trust manages 2.8 million acres of
surface area and 4 million acres of
mineral estate. To raise money, they
have 10 separate lines of business,
leasing land under terms that meet
the mission of land stewardship.

According to Brandt, “We are an
entirely self-funded agency. We do
not have any tax funding,and we’re
also not a regulatory agency. So,
all of our lessees have to comply
with local regulations and have
necessary permits. We’re simply a
land management agency.”

Since the start of the State Land
Trust when it was written into the
Colorado Constitution in 1876,

K-12 public education receives
the revenue. Brandt noted that
Saguache County schools have
received seven different Building
Excellent Schools Today (BEST)
grants over the last several years.

Among the 89 active leases
currently under State Land Board
management in the county, the
majority are for rights-of-way
and agriculture purposes. Lessees
are expected to adopt consistent
stewardship practices.

In 1996, a voter-driven initiative
for the 16th amendment to the
Colorado Constitution created the
Stewardship Trust, in addition to
other changes to the State Land
Board structure. Stewardship trust
properties number about 110 in
Colorado today, covering 296,426
acres.

When the State Land Board
meets again in March, they will
consider proposed areas around
the Centennial State, including the
Little La Garita Creek area.

“We’re considering this property
for the Stewardship Trust,” Brandt
said, “because of the riparian area,
the wetlands area on the property,
the beaver activity, and its habitat
for Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout.”

Brandt added that the habitat
for bighorn sheep, elk, and other
animals is surrounded by federal
land.It’s currently part of the public
access program for hunting and lies
within grazing permit boundaries.

Orion’s Dogs

Orion has two dogs, Canis Major
and Canis Minor. After Orion was
stung by Scorpion and died, he asked
the gods if he could bring his favorite
two hunting dogs with him into the
sky to help him fend off the menacing
Tauris the Bull. The gods agreed.

Canis Major is to his lower left on
the right side of the Milky Way, and
Canis Minor is to the upper left of
Canis Major on the left side of the
Milky Way. It’s also just above the
constellation Monoceros.

Canis Major doesn’t seem to be
helping Orion much since he’s busy
chasing after a bunny rabbit. The
constellation Lepus is just below
Orion and just to the left of Eridanus
the river. Lepus looks like a bunny
wandering along the river looking
for something to eat.

Canis Major has eight stars and
looks like a dog with the brightest
star Sirius as his eye. The fainter star
Mirzas to the right is his nose. Below
Sirius are the dog’s neck, body and
two legs. The other stars Aludra and
Adhara are his fainter back legs that
are in the constellation Puppis.

Sirius is also called “the dog star”.
It is the brightest star that we can see.

It’s bright because it’s only 8.6 light
yearsaway,soit’s the seventh-closest
star to us after the Sun. Ancient
Egyptians worshipped it as the King
of Suns. Its rising and setting told
Egyptians when to plant, harvest and
when the Nile was going to flood.

Of course, Sirius is easy to find.
It’s that bright star in the southeast
with Orion’s belt pointing down to
it. It often twinkles red, white and
blue when it’s low in the sky. There
are several star clusters and nebulae
in Canis Major. The open star cluster
NGC 2862 iseasy to find with unaided
vision. It’s down in the lower part
of the dog’s body where the legs
come out.

Canis Minor is the fainter little dog.
We can only see two stars. Gomersal
the head is the top star, and Procyon
the body is below it. Procyon is bright
enough to be easily seen since it’s the
eighth-brightest star in our sky. It’s
a sparkling white star, and its Greek
name means Before the Dog since it
rises before Sirius.

Procyon and Sirius are part of the
6-star Winter Circle. They also make
the Winter Triangle with Betelgeuse
in Orion. Procyon is only 114 LY
from us. Gamesa is brighter than

Procyon, but its dimness is since it’s
150LY fromus.There’s afaint meteor
shower from the Minor’s head called
the Canis Menurids. They occur in
early December.

When the sky is clear and the
moon isn’t shining, the evening sky
is amazing! I can see so many stars
and constellations. So go out and look
around 9 p.m. to see all the amazing
stars. Remember that it will take your
eyes several minutes to acclimate to
dark skies. That’s why I turn off the
bright lights in the house by 8:30.

The planet Venus is still blazing in
the SW as it climbs higher in the sky.
Jupiter reaches its greatest eastern
elongation from the Sun on Feb.
10. A half hour after sunset it’ll be
10 degrees above the horizon to the
lower right of Venus. Depending on
your mountains, you may or may not
be able to see it. Just so you know,
the full moon was Feb. 5,and the new
moon will be on Feb. 20.

CREEDE — After a 3-year
hiatus due to COVID-19, the
Creede Arts Council recently
announced the return of the
Variety Show. If you sing, dance,
act, perform magic, juggle, all
the above, then the Creede Arts
Council is looking for you to
perform at the 28th Annual Variety

CAC announces return of Variety Show

Show, April 1 at the Ruth Theatre.

Auditions for the show will
be from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on
March 13 and from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. on March 14 at the Creede
Community Church.

All types of acts are encouraged
to audition. Acts must be
performanceready and appropriate

for a wide range

—a
Qf audle.nce, ‘/" _‘s,*.
including ¢ -
families. i i
For more ! | H
information or | !
b |
to schedule an § i
i

audition, call
719-658-2333.
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new infrastructure investments
nationwide over the next five years.
San Luis Valley Development
Group is the designated planning
agency for the State’s Planning and
Management Region 8.

Local governments identify “lack
of capacity” as one of the greatest
challenges in pursuing funding
opportunities, according to a news
release from DOLA. While Colorado
took swift action by passing SB22-
215 which established the IIJA
Cash Fund, and transferred $80.25
million of General Fund to the Cash
Fund, Regional Grant Navigators
will be the on-the-ground help that
is needed.

“This is a transformative
opportunity and we want every
corner of Colorado to be able to
maximize their ability to receive
funding from this legislation. We
are excited to partner with local
governments and provide support
so that Colorado can draw more

from this legislation to fix our roads,
investin protecting our water supply,
defend against climate change, and
develop Front Range Rail,” said
Governor Jared Polis.

Barraclough will be familiar with
regional and local plans, objectives,
and strategies to understand what
grant opportunities are most
relevant, prioritizing outreach to
rural and underserved communities.
This includes research into grant
opportunities as well as facilitating
technical support, which may
include connecting communities to
relevant grant writing experts. As an
RGN, Barraclough will follow the
progress of all grant submissions
and provide technical assistance,
ongoing monitoring and compliance
as needed in the different regions.

Mostrecently, Barraclough served
as County Administrator for Rio
Grande County and Operations
Manager for a pipeline corrosion
control company in West Texas.

Local government has been a
mainstay throughout his career,
and he enjoys collaborating and
partnering will all levels and
diversities of organizations. He
may be contacted by email at
cbarraclough@slvdrg.org, or by
phone at 719 589-6099.

VALI3Theater

719-628-2015
139 Adams ¢ Nionte Vista
www.vali3theater.org

i ds @ Fri. & Sat.

7p.m

Sunday
Spam,
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OrinioN & EpiToriAL Importance of news literacy

A fictional story written by
Thornton Burgess was the first
introduction to Peter Rabbit way
back in the year 1910 in Sandwich,
Massachusetts. And even more
important, you now have some
excellent conversation fodder with
that little bit of information to
carry you through the next church
pot-luck dinner. You are welcome.

I do not think it really was all
that popular until much later when
asong was written about Peter and
his desire to be The Easter Bunny
and made famous by none other
than that singing cowboy himself
Gene Autry.

Now even though OI’ Dutch is
not old enough to recall those days
of old, I can still remember having
an old 45 rpm record and hearing
the lyrical words enough that I can
come up with the first lines at least
off the top of my head.

Here comes Peter Cottontail

Hoppin’ down the bunny trail

Hippity hoppin’, Easter’s on
its way

Bringin’ every girl and boy

Baskets full of Easter joy

Things to make your Easter
bright and gay

Now the actual song may not
seem that important to some of you
newcomers or those of you that
have never heard that song but to
several generations of us, hearing
that on the radio meant one thing
and one thing only.

Easter was on its way.

And even though there is a
plethora of hearts and cards still
adorning the shelves of every store
in the area, I already see the Easter
adornments and eggs everywhere.

Way back in the stone age when
Ol’ Dutch was in grade school
Easter became a time when we
had to get a cheesy card for each
member of the class. These were
to be deposited in a brightly
decorated shoe box we had all
put together during art class some
weeks previously and placed on the
windowsill for all to see.

Now I don’t know about you
but all that did for me was cause
me several weeks of undue stress
thinking about what cute girl might
send me promises of unrequited
love. If that were not bad enough,
there was the worry too that some
homely little yet to blossom young
lady would take the stupid valentine
that I had sent her to heart.

As you all know, when you buy
a 24 pack of anything the variety
tends to bend toward the mundane
if not repetitive and the same was
true with the little heart cards our
mothers bought at the store.

Here Comes
Peter Cottontail

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Every day we all had to sit there
eyeing our box on the windowsill
and wondering what surprises
might await us inside them. 4,398
math problems, 3 chalkboard
exercises and 27 recesses later we
all were finally allowed to open the
boxes and see who had sent us a
Valentine.

Today this would lead to some
confusion as we would often get
some sappy heart card from one
of our guy friends, but we learned
early onthat24 cards canonly have
so much variety, so we just left it
at that. Only later after O’ Dutch
was gone and grown did the safer
Star Wars themed cards become
available thereby alleviating the
problem of sending mixed signals
to the wrong person of the same
gender.

We now know that the idea of a
bunny and Eastereggs come along,
both steeped in pagan worship but
that entire story must be withheld
until another day and time. For
now, we will just enjoy it with the
candy eggs, the Big Ole Bunny
and sure to be poisonous dye we
all used on the hard-boiled eggs
supplied by our mothers.

And yes, I know OI’ Dutch is
getting an early start on Easter
this year but what with the price
of real eggs and the presence of
those plastic ones already adorning
shelves, I got to thinking about it
way ahead.

And honestly, it may be a good
idea to get your Easter stuff way
ahead of the masses as the closer
we get to that actual day, the 4th
of July decorations and explosives
will dominate the shelves and you
won’t be able to get your usual
Cadbury Egg.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Cooper,fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His emailis Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com or on
Twitter at TroutRepublic.

By Cassiy Davis

News literacy is the ability to
recognize the standards of fact-based
news in order to trust, share, and act on
accurate information. In a Digital Age
where information spreads like wildfire,
it is becoming more challenging than
ever to separate fact from fiction.
Anyone has the ability to create and
share information, whether true or
false. News literacy teaches about
the importance of a free press in our
democracy while also demonstrating
how to decipher credible information
to determine what is trustworthy.

The Digital Age poses four major
threatstothe functioningofademocracy:

* The constant, overwhelming flow
of information we receive daily makes
it difficult to determine what is fact or
fiction.

* The creation of new, widespread
platforms leads to more ways for
misinformation to be published in a
way that makes it look like it is coming
from a credible source.

e The desire for information to be
distributed as fast as possible results in
moreroom forinaccuracy andincreases
the chance that information shared will
be wrong.

* New algorithms have made it so

that much of the information we see
reinforce our preexisting beliefs rather
than opening us up to alternative
perspectives.

Residents of the San Luis Valley
are fortunate to have the community
newspapers as a source of credible
information.

However, the closure of hundreds of
local newspapers in neighboring rural
communities has led to the creation of
“news deserts” in places with smaller
populations, leaving individuals to
struggle for access to credible news
sources and causing vulnerability to
misinformation.

According to the 2022 State of
Local News Report, more than one-
fifth of the U.S. population, 70 million
people, are currently living in news
deserts. Forthisreason, itisnow more
critical than ever for individuals to
assess their news literacy skills and
build habits to determine what is true
and credible.

Ahealthy society can only existif the
publicis well-informed.If wecan’tagree
on a set of basic facts, we are unable to
make knowledgeable decisions that are
for the betterment of our democracy.
Althoughitisimpossible forthe sharing
of misinformation to be eliminated, our

society can begin to build habits that
fight the spread.

The News Literacy Project invites
readers of the this paper to be part of
the movement and “Think Before You
Share” by answering the following
questions to evaluate the credibility
of a claim:

e Is the information I am sharing
authentic?

* Has it been posted or confirmed by
a credible source?

e Is there evidence that proves the
claim?

e Is the context accurate?

¢ Is it based on solid reasoning?

A new generation of news-literate
individuals that demand credible,
accurate information will not only
amend the foundations of journalism
but will also reshape the standards
of a healthy democracy. For more
information, visit www.newslit.org,
follow @thinkb4ushare on Instagram,
or connect with the ThinkB4UShare
group on Facebook.

Cassidy Davis is an undergraduate
senior at the University of Colorado
Boulder. She submitted this on behalf
of the News Literacy Project. For more
information, visit https.://newslit.org.

LETTERS

Saguache County Commissioners
urge SLVREC to make most of IRA

Editor,

Dear SLVREC Board Members and
General Manager,

We are writing to you as a Saguache
County Commissioners, and as a San
Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative
member, to encourage you to make
the most of the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA.) The IRA offers great
opportunities for Rural Electric
Cooperatives (REAs), giving you
access to direct money for low-cost,
clean energy that will help lower
costs for SLVREC members and help
us all move toward cheaper, safer
renewable energy. As you are well
aware, SLVREC members pay some of
the highest electric rates in the country.

Here are some examples of ways
SLVREC can tap into IRA funds:

* The IRA introduces a “direct
payment” option for electric
cooperatives who have not before

been able to take advantage of the
existing suite of tax credits available
forcleanenergy technologies. The bill
also makes significant reforms and
additions to those credits.

e The IRA creates a $9.7 billion
financial assistance programspecifically
for electric cooperatives to purchase or
build new clean energy systems.

* Funds from the IRA can help create
new clean energy jobs at the local and
utility scale, which will help with rural
economic development in San Luis
Valley.

e There’s $2 billion available to
finance new transmission projects.
SLV counties will soon be asking the
PUC to prioritize a new redundant
power transmission line connecting
the Valley to transmission lines outside
the Valley that will enhance our energy
security whilealsoallowingustoutilize
the bountiful sunshine we receive by

building solar collection facilities and
marketing the power generated to major
population centers.

* The IRA contains investment tax
credits and production tax credits for
virtually all clean energy technologies
and provides additional bonuses
for investments in low-income
communities and other marginalized
or impacted communities.

These programs are notautomatically
applied to cooperatives. REAslike ours
must move quickly to develop plans
that will qualify us for credits, grants,
and loans.

We look forward to hearing how
SLVREC is planning on utilizing IRA
funds.Please come make apresentation
to our Board of County Commissioners
abouthow SLVREC planstoutilizeIRA
funds, and if there are ways Saguache
County can help you in this effort.

Saguache County Commissioners

Monte Vista Crane Festival Committee
asks town to prepare for visitors

Editor,

Hey Monte Vista — are you ready for
Crane Festival March 10-12?

It’s kind of hard to remember what a
‘normal, pre-COVID’cranefestival feels
like. Crane Festival brings about $3.35
million to the San Luis Valley, nearly
$120,000 in tax revenue alone! During
the month of March about 18,000 people
visit the refuge (and our town) to see the
cranes. The peak of that visitation is over
crane fest weekend. These visitors stay in
our hotels, eat at our restaurants, fill their
gastanks, go to the grocery store,and our

other businesses.

Afterlast year’s festival, a waitress at
alocal restaurant reported a long, tiring,
busy weekend but that she made a car
payment ($600 plus) with the tips she
earned during crane fest weekend!

This year is the 40th Annual Crane
Festival and your Crane Festival
planning committee (Friends of the
Refuge,MV Chamber,and City of MV)
are planning afull festival with bus tours,
speakers, craft and nature fair at Ski Hi,
and special events including a movie
premiere to mark the 40th anniversary.

Monte Vista — get ready for this
event and these visitors — if you are a
business owner increase your supplies
and staffing for the weekend to handle
crowds and consider extending your
hours. This is especially important for
restaurants — stock up and be ready for
thousands of people looking for food
and drink.

Let’s show our visitors a good time,
if we do, they will visit again at other
times of the year.

Jenny Nehring
Monte Vista Crane Festival Committee
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Courtesy photo
Some of the Adelante staff, (left to right), Carolyn Guymon, Family Navigator; Charlotte Orr, Working Together Family
Advocate; Sarita Estrada, Family Navigator; Tara Bay, Director; and Jamie Snow, Assistant Director. Not pictured are Leslie
Echavarria, Data Analyst; Becky Story, Working Together Family Advocate; and Veronica Lozoya, Housing Case Manager.

Adelante — Helping community
members move forward with their lives

CONTRIBUTED

Many families and individuals
benefit from a local program called
Adelante. For the past 10 years,
employees at San Luis Valley Health
have adopted some of the families at
Christmas, fulfilling their wish lists
and adding gift, gas,and grocery cards.

The children’s gifts are not wrapped
by SLV Health. Each adult guardian
along with staff, wrap gifts for their
children at the office. The staff
wraps the adults’ gifts, so everyone
gets the chance to open gifts on
the special holiday. SLV Health
also donates wrapping paper and
gift bags. The huge undertaking is
orchestrated by clinic leadership,
including Administrator Antonio
Gurule and Clinic Admin Assistant
Ressa Gonzales.

Many of the adults do not ask for
gifts for themselves, often asking for
practical help such as cleaning supplies
or clothes for their children. They are
prompted to develop a gift-wish-list for
the excited shoppers in the community.
Mountain West Insurance and other
individual community donors adopt
other Adelante individual clients.
Several days before Christmas, the
Adelante office turns into a regular
“Santa’s workshop.”

Adelante Director Tara Bay and
Assistant Director Jamie Snow sat
down with SLVH Communications
Director Donna Wehe to talk about
their programs and their families.

“Transitional housing has grown
into supportive housing,” commented
Bay. The programs and services at
Adelante have changed through the
years as well. Bay has been with
Adelante for over eight years and
knows exactly what program, grant,
or resource best benefits their clients.

“Our program has been modeled
around the state and the region,” Bay

said. “We are involved as advocates,
from the court room to the bank.
We assist our clients with access to
resources because getting your life
back on track is full of roadblocks
for a lot of people.”

She explained how one client
enrolled as a full-time student only
to find out that she would lose access
to her food benefits, which would not
work in her situation due to having
young children.

“We are not here to give handouts;
but to educate, remove barriers,
support, and assist those who are
ready to move forward with their
lives,” commented Snow, who has
been with Adelante for seven years.
When clients first get referred to
Adelante, they sometimes ask about
the resources that might be available.

But Snow likes to turn the question
back to them, asking, “What do you
want? What do you need help with?”

After building trust, the staff at
Adelante often form close, personal
bonds with their clients.

“But we do not want to be their
only resource. We are not their friend
or emergency contact. We are their
advocate, their guide, their coach,
their teacher,” added Snow.

Often families and individuals
fall between the cracks, meaning
there are government or non-profit
resources available; but navigating
the roadmap can be daunting if
they try to do it by themselves. For
example, Adelante conducts home
visits, helps individuals map out their
goals, helps with transportation, and
assists with applying for benefits such
as Medicaid.

As the clients become stable and
self-sufficient, they often lose access
to safety net programs, so again,
Adelante is there to help them through
that time of transition with their many
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tools and resources.

They operate under the Building
a Family’s Five Protective Factors,
which guides their work:

* Parental Resilience

*Knowledge of Parenting and Child
Development

e Children’s Social and Emotional
Competence

e Concrete Supports in Time of
Need

* Social Connections

Some of their other guiding
principles, explained Bay and Snow,
are “nothing about me without me,”
so that each decision is based on
the client’s expectations. They use
the “Housing First” model and like
to shift the focus to “what are your
strengths as an individual” rather than
“what’s wrong with you.”

In closing, both Bay and Snow
emphasized their gratitude for the
community partners, as it takes a
whole village to make the village
whole again.

For more information about
Adelante, visit their website at https://
lapuentehome.org/adelante/.

Alamosa

Member FDIC

Visiting Angels of SW
Colorado receives 2023 Best
of Home Care — Leader in
Experience Award

CONTRIBUTED

PAGOSASPRINGS
— Visiting Angels
announced recently
that it received
the distinguished
2023 Bestof Home
Care — Leader
in Experience
Award from HCP,
the leading firm
in experience
management for home care.

The Leader in Experience Award 3
is the highest recognition awarded by 202
HCP and is given to select home care businesses that consistently rank
among the very highest in 10 or more quality metrics. As a Leader in
Experience, Visiting Angels is now recognized among the top 10% of
home care providers participating in the nationwide HCP Experience
Management Program.

This accomplishment demonstrates Visiting Angels’ long-term
dedication to excellent care and quality improvement. To qualify
for this award, 10% of Visiting Angels’ clients and caregivers were
interviewed each month by HCP. Over a 12-month period, Visiting
Angels received high client and caregiver satisfaction ratings in areas
such as caregiver training, compassion of caregivers, communication,
scheduling, client/caregiver compatibility, and more. Using feedback
from clients and employees, as well as quality benchmarks from HCP,
the Visiting Angels management team set goals to reach the highest
level of Experience possible.

The Best of Home Care — Leader in Experience Award highlights
the top-performing home care businesses in the nation. HCP believes
that by honoring these providers, families looking for in-home care
for a loved one will be able to recognize and choose a trusted home
care provider.

“At Home Care Pulse, our mission is to help home care businesses
create an experience that goes beyond client and caregiver expectations,”
says Todd Austin, President of HCP. “When we see agencies like Visiting
Angels of SW Colorado that have so effectively provided outstanding
care and employment experiences, we know we’re on the right track.
This award allows them to show proof of quality to potential clients
and caregivers.”

To find out more about Visiting Angel’s commitment to experience,
visit visitingangels.com or call 970-264-5991.
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By JESSE PauL
The Colorado Sun

John Hickenlooper has been
quietly convening fellow U.S.
senators from six other Colorado
River Basin states over the past
year to assist in the increasingly
frantic conservation negotiations
around the parched and overtaxed
waterway that some 40 million
people in the Southwest rely upon.

Hickenlooper,a Democrat, sees
the informal, bipartisan caucus
as a way to mediate interstate
disagreements over how the
river should be managed — and
who should have to use less
of its water — in the hope of
preventing federal intervention.
While states’ governors may not
meet regularly, senators from
across the river basin are often
together in Washington, D.C.

“The idea here is that we’re
looking at how to use more carrot
and less stick,” he said. “The key
here is the federal government is
not the best one to force a deal.
The best solution is going to be
a solution that all seven states
sign off on.”

The group of senators has
been meeting every few weeks
to discuss Colorado River Basin
issues. The gatherings have
become more frequent amid
Biden administration deadlines

Sen. Hickenlooper has been
quietly convening Colorado
River Basin senators to
discuss Western water woes

for basin states to come to a
water conservation agreement
that prevents Lake Mead and
Lake Powell levels from dropping
too low.

The reservoirs are already at
historically low levels, yet the
negotiation deadlines have come
and passed without a deal.

“I think the senators can
provide additional information
that maybe the states don’t all
have,” Hickenlooper said, “and
make sure that everyone is
working together.”

Hickenlooper did not provide
details on what the caucus
has discussed, but he said the
group has met with Bureau of
Reclamation Commissioner
Camille Touton, who warned that
4 million acre-feet in existing
water use must be pared back.

“We’re all really hearing what
priorities and specific issues are
with each state and with the water
users in each state,” he said. “As
long as we understand that and
are working from the same set
of facts, we’re probably going
to come up with a much better
solution than if things degenerate
into lawsuits.”

Hickenlooper said the caucus is
looking to formalize itself with a
chair and subchairs from the upper
and lower Colorado River Basin.

Identity of body found
in Monte Vista released

STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — The Monte
Vista Police Department and the Rio
Grande County Coroner have released
the name of the man whose body was
found in a yard in the 700 block of
Clay Street on Feb. 2.

The body of Edward “Jimmy”
Quirova, 72, a long-time resident of
Monte Vista, was found Thursday
morning, Feb. 2. The Monte Vista
Police Department at the time labeled
it an unattended death and out of an
abundance of caution was treating it
as a “suspicious death.”

After gathering more information,
MVPD Chief George Dingfelder said
it was a tragic incident, but felt it was
accidental.

“We are waiting for the official
autopsy results from the RG Coroner,”
Dingfelder said. “Once we get the
official autopsy report, we will be able
to release much more information.”

Around 6:50a.m.onFeb.2, MVPD
officers were dispatched to the 700
block of Clay Street on a report of a
male laying in a yard.

Find us on
Facebook

https://www.,
facebook.com/
ValleyPublishing

When officers arrived, they found
a male, deceased, laying in the
yard, Dingfelder reported on Feb.
2. The Rio Grande County Coroner
pronounced the male deceased.

The Colorado Bureau of
Investigation was called in to assist
with the investigation. Clay Street
was closed to traffic in the morning
during the investigation.

The identity of the man will be
released later, Dingfelder stated.
More information regarding this
investigation will be released when
appropriate.

SIL.VH celebrates its first
DAISY Award honoree

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley
Health Registered Nurse Dwayne
Candy was recently awarded the first
nurse excellence DAISY award at
SLVH. Candy is in the OR/Surgery
Department.

He was nominated by two separate
patients.

“Dwayne has been our nurse for
two procedures for our family,” one
of the nominating patients said. “He
is always compassionate, caring,
considerate, helpful,professional ,and
thorough! We can tell it’s more than a
job for him, but a calling. Our family
has huge respect for nurses in general
— the unique combination of medical
knowledge and expertise along
with the gift of loving compassion
for people going through difficult
situations. Dwayne exemplifies the
best of nursing.”

A second nominating patient said,
“I am a 79-year-old cancer patient
who has had three surgeries at SLV
Health...Dwayne has been one of
my surgical nurses during each of
these occasions. While I feel I have
received good care from all, I think
Dwayne exemplifies the combination
of procedural competence and human
warmth which has made a difficult
experience more tolerable for me.
A person can do their job, but in
healthcare, the dimension of empathy
is essential, and Dwayne has a very
mature and concerned demeanor
which is comforting under stressful
conditions.”

The other award nominees for
the first quarter of 2023 were also
nominated by patients. They include
Amy Oaks, Dawn Arellano, Niklas
Steinrueck, Shaalynn Sanchez,
and Lexi Hanna. All nominees
received a DAISY pin to recognize
their nomination and celebrate the
“excellent patient-focused care” that
they provide.

TheDAISYAwardforExtraordinary
Nurses became part of recognizing
nurses at SLV Health in the fall of
2022.The DAISY Award is a nation-
wide program that recognizes nursing
excellence. In memory of Patrick
Barnes, the Barnes family recalled
the skillful and compassionate care
Patrick received from his nurses
during his eight-week hospitalization.

Courtesy photo
Jennifer Walker, RN, San Luis Valley Health DAISY Committee Chair,
awards Dwayne Candy, RN in the OR/Surgery Department, the first
nurse excellence DAISY Award at San Luis Valley Health.
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CDHS to put $1.15M toward services for survivors of sexual violence

New program will provide
funds to community-based
organizations across state

CONTRIBUTED

DENVER The Colorado

Department of Human Services
(CDHS) is devoting $1.15 million
to a new project that will benefit
survivors of sexual violence, the
organizations that serve survivors,
and the statewide network that works
to end sexual violence in Colorado.

Financial support for this new Sexual
Violence Services Project comes from
federal American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) stimulus funds.

Through this new project managed
by CDHS’s Domestic Violence
Program (DVP), sexual violence

C OV E R Continued from Page A c———

travels 200 days a year meeting with
farmers and giving presentations while
raising cattle and crops at home.

In the early 1980s, Emmons said
thatbetween Ginger, his mom,himself,
and his dad, they spent at least 1,000
hours apiece inatractor seatevery year.
Now his wife never runs a tractor. He
said she prefers the “no-till” approach
of planting cover crops for running
cattle instead.

“How do we grow a cover crop
with limited water,” Emmons asked,
followed by, “I'm sure that’s part of
the conversation here. I realize 'min a
potatoregionandno-till won’t work with
potatoes. [ understand that. You have to
do what you have to do to get a potato
in the ground and out of the ground.”

Emmons showed pictures of their first
test in the drought year of 2011. They
planted a cover crop and left a small
area bare. Then they placed moisture
and temperature probes to compare the
areas over time.

He showed pictures of the next crop
of wheat on the same ground, another
Oklahoma drought year in 2012. They
probed the formerly bare soil where the
wheatdidn’tlook as good as the second-
year crop next to it. They discovered a
hard layer about 16 inches down. When
they probed the adjacent cover crop,
they didn’t hit the hard layer. So, they
returned later to take detailed samples
and confirmed the 16-inch layer in the
small, patchy area. A few feet away, the
same hard layer was 33 inches below
the surface.

“Growing cover crops and building
soil health is like building a retirement
plan or a savings account,” Emmons

said. “When it’s good, stash it back
because you’re going to need it when
it doesn’t rain.”

Inadditiontohelping maximize water,
cover crops cool the ground and allow
the soil to mature. Emmons watched
the evaporation rate fall. One day last
summer when it was 113 degrees
fahrenheitin Oklahoma,the temperature
within the cover crop was 81 degrees.
On the same day, the temperature on
bare ground registered 130.

At that temperature, Emmons
explained, “the biological community
thatwereally needisfried. They redone.
They’redormant. They’vemoveddown.
They’re not going to help us.”

Emmons ran his cattle on the cover
crop and noted how the water use went
up as the plants were chewed down. But
he earned $120 to $160 an acre from
the beef to offset the cost, an option not
available on dirt. Spring measurements
showed a rebound in water efficiency.

“We were water-ahead,” Emmons
recalled.““We were starting tobuild soil .”

In 2010, Emmons also started
measuring water infiltration rate. As
the soil improved over 13 years, the rate
went from a half-inch to as much as a
dozen inches an hour. He said his pivots
haven’t gotten stuck since his soil has
improved, citing the soil structure. He
wanted to see how his ground responded
when he dumped more than seven
inches of water on it in 100 minutes.
With earthworm burrows and other
open spaces in the improved biological
community underground, it took in all
seven-plus inches.

“Ifyou’reanelephantoramicroscopic
organism,” Emmonsasked the audience,

“do you know the difference? There is
none. We all have to have water. We all
have to eat. We all have to have air. And
we’ve got to get rid of CO2.”

Emmons showed multiple examples
of standing water in tilled fields next
door to green pastures with healthy soil
following rainstorms.

“This guy never did get to plant,”
Emmons noted on one side of the slide,
“because it was either blowing, too wet
to get in, or standing water.”

Emmons said, “We can’t continue to
export 1.7 billion tons a year to the Gulf
of Mexico. You heard me right. About
1.7 billion tons of erosion a year in the
United States goes down the rivers.”

Emmons celebrated one field he
planted in 2009 that now requires
“zero inputs on this corn.” When they
harvest cereal rye from the same field
before planting corn on July 15, they
deliberately let enough fall off the back
of the combine to ensure cover crop for
the calves he’ll be weaning later on the
same field.

Healthy soil canincreaserevenue with
the right balance of inputs and sales,
particularly when running livestock on
the same ground. Emmonscompared the
costsandrevenue of oneof his areas over
the course of a year. He invested $285
and received $1,783 in return.

Emmons will begin anew job on Feb.
13 with Trust in Food, a Farm Journal
Initiative. He said the organization
will be putting, “about $10 million in
producers’hands acrossabout 15 states.”

The 41st Annual Southern Rocky
Mountain Agricultural Conference and
Trade Show completed its three-day run
on Thursday, Feb. 9.

Worry and I used to be very close
companions. We spent a lot of time
together and back then, I thought that
was a normal way to live. But through
the years, God has helped me end my
relationship with worry. And He did it
with the help of my husband, Dave.

Dave and I have been married for more
than 55 years now, and every time I have
come to him with a problem, he has had
only one thing to say: “Cast your care.”

It’s not very appealing to hear those
words from your spouse when you’re
feeling frustrated and upset, but it’s
exactly what the Bible tells us to do.

First Peter 5:7 says to cast “all
your cares [all your anxieties, all your
worries, and all your concerns, once and
for all] on Him, for He cares about you
[with deepest affection, and watches
over you carefully]” (AMP).

The word cast means “to pitch or to
throw.” I think that description says a
lot because if you're going to end your
relationship with worry, then you’re
going to have to get aggressive about it.

For example, we don’t have to accept
every thought that comes into our head.
We can be selective, casting out the
wrong ones and helping the right ones
take root. Also, I find that my whole
outlook changes as I say simple prayers:
“God, I believe You’re working in my
life, and I'm expecting something good
to happen today.”

I'm not saying we should ignore our
problems, wishing they’d just go away.
It’s good for us to look at our problems
honestly, but we can’t let them keep us
from adopting a hopeful attitude that
says, “I believe God is in control!”

Timing Is Everything,
Everything Takes Time

Typically when we have a problem,
God will do one of two things: He’ll
either remove the problem or He’ll give
us the ability to get through our time of

and

Don’t Waste your Time
with Worry Anymore

difficulty with a good attitude.

I’'ve found that as I grow in my
relationship with God, I become more
comfortable leaving that choice up to
Him. Because if He leads me through
something I really don’t want to go
through, then I know for sure He has a
purpose in mind.

As a child T experienced years of
sexual and emotional abuse, which was
absolutely tormenting. The amazing
thing is, everything God has done in my
life through that horrible situation—all
of the healing and restoration—has
prepared me to do what He’s called me
to do today. I didn’t always understand
why things were happening the way
they did at the time, but I learned how to
walk by faith and trust God’s goodness
even when my circumstances didn’t
make sense to me.

It’s absolutely wonderful when we
can feel completely comfortable not
knowing the “why” behind what’s
happening in our lives.

Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in and
rely confidently on the Lord with all
your heart and do not rely on your
own insight or understanding. In all
your ways know and acknowledge and
recognize Him, and He will make your
paths straight and smooth [removing
obstacles that block your way].”

We don’t always have to know what
God is going to do or when He’s going
to do it. All we really need to know is
that God has a plan and He is in control.
We can rest in the truth that at the right
time, God will execute His plan.

Trusting God Brings the Best
Results

Maybe there’s something happening
in your life right now that you just don’t
understand, and it’s causing you a lot
of worry and frustration. Wouldn’t it
be wonderful to just be able to say, “I
don’t understand this and it hurts right

Mﬂﬁlg Up Higher

Joyce il
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now, but I believe God is going to work
it out”?

If you’ve already wasted a lot of your
time with worry, I encourage you to
cast your cares. Instead of giving way
to anxious emotions, you can choose to
rest in the truth that in time, God’s good
plan will be revealed.

Romans 8:28 says, “We know [with
great confidence] that God [who is
deeply concerned about us] causes all
things to work together [as a plan] for
good for those who love God, to those
who are called according to His plan and
purpose.”

Not everything that happens is good.
But it can work out for good for those
who keep loving God and keep pursuing
His will in their lives. So don’t waste
your time worrying, because there’s
nothing God can’t turn around if you’ll
put your trust in Him!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
four-teaching resource The Fearsome
Four. You can also contact us to receive
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or
visiting www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
LOVING PEOPLE WHO ARE HARD
TO LOVE (FaithWords). She hosts
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and
TV programs, which air on hundreds
of stations worldwide. For more
information, visit Wwww.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions
expressed throughout this publication
and/or website are those of the respective
authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

survivors will have increased
access to community-based crisis
intervention and healing services.
Those services include free, voluntary
confidential crisis intervention,
advocacy,counseling, group support,
safety planning,access tocommunity
resources, support for medical
appointments, and more.

Sixteen community-based anti-
sexual violence organizations are
participating in this project and will
receive funds to support these vital
services. The statewide network of
community organizations will be
strengthened through no-cost training
and technical assistance from the
Colorado Coalition Against Sexual
Assault, the state’s lead organization
with expertise on addressing sexual
violence.

A 2021 survey by the National
Alliance to End Sexual Violence
found that 76% of sexual violence
service programs reported an increase
in requests for assistance since the
onset of COVID-19. In response,
the Colorado legislature, via Senate
Bill 21-292, approved the use
of stimulus funds for supporting
sexual violence victim services

programs. Additionally, the Family
Violence Prevention and Services Act
(FVPSA)hasawarded stimulus funds
to Colorado specifically to support
services for sexual assault survivors.

“Today isavery exciting milestone
as CDHS begins funding sexual
violence response services across our
state for the first time,” said OCYF
Director Minna Castillo Cohen.
“People in Colorado who experience
sexual violence deserve no-cost
confidential support as they heal.”

Sixteen community-based
organizations across Colorado
successfully applied for this project
funding and began work on Feb.
1. Services provided by these
organizations include free, voluntary
confidential crisis intervention,
advocacy,counseling, group support,
safety planning,access tocommunity
resources, support for medical
appointments,and more for survivors
of sexual violence and their families.

Coloradans seeking support, can
visit https://youhavetherightco.org/
support-services-2-2/ to find local
resources, or call the National Sexual
Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE
(4673).

DNFD responds to Sunday fire

STAFF REPORT

DELNORTE — On Sunday, Feb.
11, at 5:44 a.m. the Del Norte Fire
Department with the aid of Monte
VistaFire Department was dispatched
to 1262 Cattledrive Rd., five miles
outside of Del Norte for a report of
a structure fire.

The Del Norte Fire Department
responded with one engine and two
water trucks and upon arriving at

the scene saw smoke coming from
the home.

Both departments responded with
an offensive interior attack. Their
efforts resulted in successfully
extinguishing the fire. There were
no reported injuries of residents or
firefighters during the incident.

Del Norte FD thanked Monte Vista
FD and the Colorado Division of Fire
Protection for their help with the fire.

San Luis Valley Scoreboard

Baslketball 2022-2023

GIRLS

Class 1A
McClave 59 Sierra Grande 1T
Centennial 66 Antonito 39
Moffat 36 Lalke City 12

Sangre de Cristo 56

Sierra Grande 43

Antonito 49

Primero 30

La Veta 53

Creede 19

Sierra Grande 51

Centennial 47

Class 2A
Del Norte 40 Monte Vista 32
Center 43 Custer County 39
Del Norte 38 Crested Butte 31
Monte Vista 48 South Park 9
Sanford 31 Sargent 25
IHoehne 39 Del Norte 2T
Monte Vista 46 Crested Butte 28
Sargent 46 South Park 34
Sanford 58 Cotopazmi 21

Class 3/4A

Centauri 50O Alamosa 31
Centauri TO Ignacio 39
Montrose 41 Alamosa 36

BOYS

Class 1A
MecClave 46 Sierra Grande 44
Sierra Grande 60................ Sangre de Cristo 41
Centennial TO Amntonito 22
Primero 63 Antonito 43
Sierra Grande 56 Centennial 39
La Veta T8 Creede G2

Class 2A
Del Norte 51 Monte Vista 45
Custer County TE Center 36
Del Norte G2 Crested Butte 45
Sanford 52 Sargent 16
Monte Vista 4T South Parlk 15
Monte Vista 53 Crested Butte 39
Sargent 55 South Parlk 41
Sanford 59 Cotopazi 26
Hoehne 43 Del Norte 40

Class 3/4A

Centauri 43 Alamosa 40

Centauri S5O

Ignaacio 36

Alamosa 58

Montrose 50

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

Find us on
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https://www.
facebook.com/
ValleyPublishing
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SAGUACHE CoUNTY SHERIFF’S REPORT

PuBLIC NOTICES

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The
following information was provided
by the Saguache County Sheriff’s
Office for the period between Feb. 6
and Feb. 11, 2023.

Sheriff’s staff arranged four
ambulance rides, conducted two
welfarechecks,searched foramissing
person near Hooper, and performed
a search and rescue operation on
Marshall Pass. They also assisted
motorists and monitored three
controlled burns. Staff responded
to reports of suspicious activity in
the Penitente Canyon Campground,
Moffat, and Saguache, as well as
criminal mischief in Crestone and

Moffat.

On the roads, deputies made
six traffic stops, issued three
traffic tickets, filed three REDDI
reports (Report Every Drunk Driver
Immediately),and responded to acar
crash that caused property damage.
Staff dealt with an animal problem
near Del Norte, loose livestock
in Center, a noise complaint and
fraud in Saguache, and assault in
Moffat. They patrolled Saguache
seven times.

ARRESTS
* A 27-year-old Layton, Utah man
was arrested and detained while being

held for another jurisdiction.

* A 43-year-old Crestone man
was arrested and detained on
10 charges, including domestic
violence,menacing,harassment,false
imprisonment with threat of force,
second-degree burglary, and failing
to appear in Alamosa County Court
and Chaffee County Court five times.
Total bail was set at $63,500.

* A 33-year-old Moffat man was
arrested and detained on two charges
of menacing and domestic violence.

* A 19-year-old Moffat woman
was arrested and detained on charges
of criminal mischief and domestic
violence.

SI M P S 0 N Continued from Page 1A m—__———————————

“Groundwater Compact Compliance
Fund“, a bill that designated $80
million to help finance groundwater
use reduction efforts in the Rio Grande
River basin and the Republican River
basin, including efforts to buy and
retire irrigation wells and irrigated
acreage in the river basins.

SB22-028 passed unanimously in
both the House and Senate without
a single no vote being cast — not in
committee and noton the floor of either
chamber. Even Simpson, who shies
away from boasting about legislative
victories, admits that a unanimous
vote throughout the entire legislative
process “doesn’t happen very often.”

Butthis year, Simpsonis facing new
challenges.

Out of the 100 members who make
up the General Assembly, 40 are new
to the office, including some senators
Simpson has not met yet and others
whose “mood” toward legislation is
stillunknown. For a senator who makes
it a practice to reach across the aisle
and gain bi-partisan support whenever
possible, that’s a big unknown.

State resources, instrumental in
building programs to support water
conservation, are also more limited
than in the previous two years when
significant federal funding was
allocated to the state.

According to Democratic Senator
Rachel Zenzinger, who chairs the
powerful Joint Budget Committee, the
state has a budget excess of $1 billion
but “inflation is eating it up”, which
means there will be “no funding forany
pilot programs or big agenda items.”

When Senate President Stephen
Fenberg was recently asked by the
Colorado Sun about legislative
priorities for this session, he listed
protecting reproductive rights, gun
safety and — topping the list —
providing enough affordable housing
to meet the state’s growing population.
When asked the same question, Sen.
Zenzinger brought up funding for
public education as her top priority.

Water was not mentioned by either
leader.

Simpson was not surprised by the
omission, even as issues with the
Colorado River Compact and water
scarcity are gaining more attention.
When asked if water is still viewed
by legislators as primarily arural issue
instead of one that impacts the entire
state, Simpson is careful in his answer.

“I don’t have great confidence that
there is awareness (among legislators).
[ think they 're sensitive to the issue but
[ don’t know that it matters,” he said.
“Idon’tknow thatthey care.Last year,
to get a bill through without a single
no vote in committee or on the floor
is pretty spectacular. That happened
because they had an appreciation for
the challenges, atleastin thatinstance.
But in regard to water, overall,[ don’t
have great confidence that they do. I
have a significant hill to climb but

we’re working in that direction.”

That “work” starts with education.

Legislators need to be educated
on a broad range of complex issues,
Simpson says, and cites himself as
an example.

“I spent the last two years learning
about criminal justice reform and
diversion programs and getting more
funding for DAs to help people get
the help they need. These are complex
issues. You have to carve out the time
to learn,” he said.

Wateris anespecially complex issue
to understand in a governing body
where “time to learn” is limited, and
Simpson is only one of a few in office
who actually holds water rights. That
complexity, and the ineffectiveness
thatresults, have prompted him to start
out at the basic level with some of his
colleagues who are new to the issue.

“If I can get them to understand that
an acre-foot of water equals a football
field filled with a foot of water, that
helps them grasp that 13 or 14 million
acre-feet of water is the same as 13 or
14 million football fields of water,”
he said.

That provides legislators with a
sense of scope.

“That’s a good start,” he said.

But that simple goal is not enough.
Inafurthereffortto “climb thathill” in
bigger strides, last week, Simpson was
the primary sponsor of the bi-partisan
SB23-010 concerning the functions of
the Water Resources and Agricultural
Review Committee, a committee that
has been interim and, in Simpson’s
view, not functioning at the level that
is needed.

“(That bill) really was the result of
an extremely high level of frustration
about the lack of effectiveness. Given
all the challenges in water, I didn’t
think the committee lived up to its
potential,” he said. “Let’s elevate the
importance of the water conversation
here. One way to do that is to elevate
the committee. Remove the interim
status, make it permanent and let the
chair call the committee. Let’s get
organized and have the state engineer
come here and spend an hour with
committee members and explain the
river compacts and other issues.”

He also has other legislative
priorities that he hopes to act on.

“I’m an advocate of water
conservation and land conservation
and more intricately connecting the
two,” he said. “I have two sessions
under my belt experiencing the policy
space.ldon’t want to make bad policy,
so I take my time in making sure that
the policy crafted is good policy.”

In the beginning of his third year
representing adistrict withanew name
(District 6) and new borders making
it more mountainous, more politically
diverse and includes western counties
up to the Utah border, Simpson
continues to be adept at looking at
the massive issue of water through

two lenses.

There is the day-to-day legislative
work of educating colleagues,building
relationships and crafting policy that
helps him on that uphill climb.

But there is also the bigger picture
withahill thatonly seems to gethigher.

“The first Colorado Water Plan
was finalized in 2015 and there was
the recognition that the state needed
to devote $100 million per year to
close the gap between the supply of
water and the demand. Last year was
the first year that almost happened.
But typically we aren’t even close,”
he said.

And with a budget that is expected
to allow little room for projects not
listed as a priority for leadership, “not
even close” may be the norm, again.

“At some point, you run out of
resources,” he said. “There isn’t
enough water. You can’tbreathe the air.
At some point, I think natural barriers
are going to kick in.”

ATTENTION GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
The Saguache County Board of County Commissioners are accepting scholarship applica-
tions for graduating seniors who will be graduating high school in 2023.
Commissioners will be awarding graduating seniors’ college scholarships that will be paid
through the Marijuana Excise Tax funds.
Scholarships may be used at a trade school, college or university but you must reside in
Saguache County to apply and possibly receive scholarship funds.
Applications are due by April 14, 2023 and are available through our website at www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov to download the application or by contacting Wendi Maez at
719-655-2231 or by email at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.

No. 1662 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16,
23, 30 and April 6, 2023.

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
CENTER SANITATION DISTRICT
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the electors of the Center Sanita-
tion District of Saguache and Rio Grande Counties, Colorado.

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that an election will be held on the 2™ day of May, 2023,
between the hours of 7:00 a.m., and 7:00 p.m. At that time, three (3) directors will be elected to
serve 4-year terms, and two (2) directors will be elected to serve 2-year terms. Eligible electors
of the Center Sanitation District interested in serving on the board of directors may obtain a
Self-Nomination and Acceptance form from the District Designated Election Official (DEO);

Janet J Beiriger

Center Consolidated Administration Office

550 S. Sylvester Ave

Center, CO 81125

719-850-8922
The Center Consolidated School Administration Office is open on the following days:
Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination
and Acceptance is close of business on Friday, February 24, 2023 (not less than 67 days be-
fore the election). Affidavit of Intent to Be a Write-In-Canidate forms must be submitted to
the office of the designated election official by the close of business on Monday, February
27,2023 (the sixty-fourth day before the election.)
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an absentee ballot shall be filed with
the designated election official no later than the close of business on Tuesday preceding the

election April 25,2023
CENTER SANITATION DISTRICT
Janet J Beiriger

No. 1664 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 16, 2023.

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION
AND

CERTIFIED STATEMENT OF RESULTS

§1-13.5-513(6), 32-1-104, 1-11-103(3) C.R.S.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the Center Sanitation District, Saguache and Rio
Grande Counties, Colorado, that at the close of business on the sixty-third day before the
election, there were not more candidates for director than offices to be filled, including can-
didates filing affidavits of intent to be write-in candidates; therefore, the election to be held
on May 5, 2020 is hereby canceled pursuant to section 1-13.5-513(6) CR.S.____
The following candidates are hereby declared elected: Until May 2023
Anthony Garcia 3)
Christopher Martinez 3)

(Signature of the Designated Election Official)

(DEQ’s Printed Name)

Contact Person for the District:  Janet J. Beiriger
Telephone Number of the District: 719-850-89225
Address of the District: PO BOX 400, Center, CO 81125
District Email

No. 1663 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 16, 2023.
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36 SLV wrestlers qualify for state

By KEN HAMRICK

ALAMOSA - A total of 36 wrestlers from the San
Luis Valley have qualified for their respective state tour-
naments in tournament action this past weekend.

The State Tournament takes place Thursday, Friday
and Saturday at Ball Arena in Denver.

Class 3A Region 2

Alamosa won the Class 3A Region 2 Tournament
which took place in Glenwood Springs. The Mean
Moose scored 204 points, which was five points better
than second-place Moffat County.

Alamosa qualified nine wrestlers for state, which
included five regional finalists. Dempsey Gibbs (120)
and Kyler Liddell (150) were both champions, while
Jeremiah DeLaCerda (106), Dyson Woodward (132) and
Donovan Valdez (144) were all second.

The remaining Mean Moose qualifiers were Dario
Valdez who was third at 126, James Sanchez who was
third at 285, Anthony Griego who was fourth at 113, and
Sage Rockcastle who was fourth at 138. Rockcastle had
to win a wrestle-back to qualify.

Class 3A Region 4

Centauri finished third in the Class 3A Region 4
Tournament which occurred at the Classical Academy in
Colorado Springs. The Falcons scored 165 points behind
Brush with 240 5 and Pueblo Central with 213.

Six Falcons qualified for state including five finalists.
Matthew Salazar (106), Josh Polkwoske (165) and Erik
Mestas (175) all won championships, and Aundree
Chavez (113) and Riley Valdez (120) were both run-
ners-up.

The remaining qualifier was Parker Buhr who was
fourth at 138.

One more Centauri wrestler, Ivan Lopez (144) lost in
a wrestle-back.

Class 2A Region 3

Monte Vista placed fourth at the Class 2A Region 3
Tournament which was at Otero College’s McDivitt
Center in La Junta. The Pirates scored 134 points, which
was behind Buena Vista with 199, Rocky Ford with 198
Y5 and Trinidad with 148 .

Monte Vista had seven qualifiers including four final-
ists, all of whom placed second. The list includes Da-
mian Lopez (126), DeAngelo Archuleta (138), Jeremiah
Baumgardner (157),Jaxon Martinez (175) and Matthew
Wright (285).

The remaining qualifiers were Jacob Pacheco who was
fourth at 150 and Kevin Cisneros who finished third at
132 pounds..

Sargent placed eighth with 78 % points. The Farmers
had two qualifiers in Garrett Thompson who was second
at 144 and Trenton Lovelace who was second at 215.

Sierra Grande/Centennial was 10™ with 35 points. The
Panthers had one qualifier in Reyin Goudace who was
fourth at 285.

They almost had a second qualifier, however, Garrick
Pettigrew (106) lost a wrestle-back.

Del Norte finished 11" with 32 points and it had two
qualifiers. Going to state for the Tigers are Paul Neal
who was fourth at 144, and Wyatte McLehaney who
was fourth at 190.

Antonito and Mountain Valley had no qualifiers. The
Trojans finished 12" with 16 points, and the Wolves
were 13" with 11.

Class 2A Region 4

Center finished third at the Class 2A Region 4 Tour-
nament in Rye. The Vikings scored 165 Y2 points placing
behind Cedaredge with 266 and Highland with 175 .

Center qualified seven wrestlers including four final-

Courtesy photos
Center qualified six wrestlersincluding four finalists. Aaron
Valadez won the 144-pound championship.

Center qualified six wrestlers including four finalists. Martin
Palma won the 157-pound championship.

ists. Aaron Valadez won the 144-pound championship
and Martin Palma won the 157-pound championship,
while Jordan Duran (106) and Jesus Valadez (165) were
both second.

The remaining qualifiers included Lorenzo Trujillo
who was third at 138, Devin Thompson who was third
at 175 and Francisco Villa who was fourth at 113.

Girls Region 4

The Alamosa girls wrestling team finished 11™ at the
Region 4 Tournament at Battle Mountain High School
in Edwards. The Lady Mean Moose scored 35 points.

Sarah DeLaCerda was the only girl state qualifier as
she finished second at 110 pounds.
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106 - Jordan Duran 2nd
113 - Francisco Vill 4th
138 - Lorenzo Trujillo 3rd
144 - Aaron Valadez 1st
150 - Andree Meraz 5th

Center Consolidated Schools
754-2232 . 500 S. Broadway - Center

157 - Martin Palma 1st
165 - Jesus Valadez 2nd
175 - Devin Thompson 3rd
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Spring-like ice
conditions are
thin as ice

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Spring
is on the horizon for the San Luis
Valley and though warmer tem-
perature tease residents from one
day to the next, current ice condi-
tions on local waters is a reason
for caution. With warming and
freezing temperatures changing
from one minute to the next, it is
time to beware of ice conditions
and proceed with caution.

With warmer days and nights,
the past week, ice around the west
end of the Valley has been giving
up its hold on the Rio Grande and
open waters can be seen all along
the winding path of the river. Even
at reservoirs such as Beaver Creek
and Big Meadows the ice is begin-
ning to thin.

Though this means that spring-
summer fishing is just around
the corner, it also means that ice
anglers need to be cautious when
heading out. This time of year, it
can be difficult to navigate safely
on the ice when out for a day of
fishing. Be sure to look for open
water, thin ice and be prepared for
adverse weather conditions that
can and will change at a moment’s
notice.

CPW reminds people to stay

Please see ICE on Page 3

Friday is

By DIANE DREKMANN

FORT GARLAND — The Fort
Garland Museum has some hands-
on activities for youth and adults on
Fridays.

Every Friday until April 21, the Fort
Garland Museum is offering an all-day
program, from 8:30 a.m.- 4 p.m. on dif-
ferent topics, like Dark Skies to design-
ing a zipline and folklorico dancing,
a type of dancing from Mexico. The
class is open to first- through fifth-
graders in the San Luis Valley. The
program is $25 per week and there is
tuition assistance. The class is limited
to 20 students. The class is currently
full and will be offered in the fall.

Museum Educator Antonia Ortiz
explains, “The goal is to participate
in hands-on activities, have physical
activity and provide wrap-around care
for low-income families.”

The class starts every morning with
meditation and the museum provides
healthy snacks like fruit in the morning
and afternoon.

The program is provided through
Hands On History, which began in

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell
Ice along the Rio Grande is begin-
ning to thin as warmer tempera-
tures move into the Valley. Though
spring is still a way off according
to the calendar, now is the time to
be cautious of changing conditions,
especially while venturing out onice
covered water.

happening

2014 to provide positive opportunities
for youth and help with childcare. Mu-
seums in Trinidad, Denver, Montrose,
and the Ute Indian Museum offer this
program also.

Each week, students learn more
about the solar system through the
Dark Skies offering, there is a class
called Survivor SLV, students are
designing a zipline in a STEM class
taught by Museum Educator, Antonia
Ortiz, and a folklorico dance class
taught by Sierra Grande Spanish
teacher Javier Gonzalez. Gonzalez was
a member of a dance group at Adams
State University, Semillas de la Tierra.

Each week Gonzalez focuses on
a different area of Mexico, like the
Jalisco region. Students are expected to
learn four dances by May 4, and then
will perform on May 5 at Sierra Grande
School for Cinco de Mayo.

There is also a folklorico dance class
for sixth-graders to adults from 4-5
p.m. on Fridays at the Fort Garland
Museum. Intern Iava Williams also
teaches classes.

Please see MUSEUM on Page 3

.

Courtesy photo

Adams State University held a groundbreaking Thursday morning, Feb. 2, for a $1.6 million addition to Wil-
liam Porter Hall. Pictured, left to right, Ken Marquez, Adams State El Centro Sierra Blanca Grant project
director; Margaret Doell, Adams State Academic Affairs associate vice president; Logan Semones, Adams
State/CSU mechanical engineering student; Erin Minks, regional representative for Senator Michael Ben-
net; Kent Buchanan,Adams State Academic Affairs vice president; Marshall Tringham,Alcon Construction;
Adams State interim President David Tandberg; Matt Nehring, director of CSU/Adams State mechanical
engineering program; Scott Clayton, Colorado State University Undergraduate Teaching Labs Engineer;

and Billy, Adams State mascot.

Adams State breaks ground for
mechanical engineering addition

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — Adams State
University held a groundbreaking
Thursday morning, Feb. 2, for a
$1.6 million addition to William
Porter Hall.

Participating in the ceremony
were Ken Marquez, Adams State El
Centro Sierra Blanca Grant project
director; Margaret Doell, Adams
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State Academic Affairs associate
vice president; Logan Semones,
Adams State/CSU mechanical
engineering student; Erin Minks,
regional representative for Senator
Michael Bennet; Kent Buchanan,
Adams State Academic Affairs
vice president; Marshall Tringham,
Alcon Construction; Adams State
interim President David Tandberg;

Matt Nehring, director of CSU/Ad-
ams State mechanical engineering
program; Scott Clayton, Colorado
State University Undergraduate
Teaching Labs Engineer; and Billy,
Adams State mascot.

“We are thrilled that construction
of this new engineering space is
finally underway, and I am excited

Please see ASU on Page 3
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Community garden coming to Sierra Grande School

By DIANE DREKMANN

FORT GARLAND — Sierra
Grande School Biology teacher Jean-
nette Moore noticed an empty green-
house on the property. She learned
the building has sat idle since 2019.

The 18-feet-by-36-feet greenhouse
was builtin 2017 with 30 volunteers.
Moore approached the school district
about using the greenhouse as part of
the classroom and partnering with the
community of Fort Garland to create
a community garden.

The students are enthusiastic about
having a garden, Moore said.

“Thekids cleaned the weeds around
the raised beds in about 45 minutes,”
she said,and they are starting to plant
seeds in the classroom.

The first meeting about creating
a community garden took place at
Sierra Grande School on Jan. 27.
Various members of Fort Garland
participated.

Ayesha Williams and Pam Thomp-
son of the Fort Garland Revitaliza-
tion Committee, Josette Sandoval
of the Fort Garland Museum, Diane
Linder whose grandson attends Sierra
Grande, gardeners Sherry Rosenwun-
keo, and Nana Scott all attended.

The preliminary steps of fixing
infrastructure, what to plant, respon-
sibilities of all parties, etiquette, and
benefits to the community were some
of the subjects discussed.

Williams stressed the importance
of “the taste of real food, learning
the history of food, teaching kids
responsibility and respect for food.”
She is willing to teach cooking
classes. Her daughter, Iava Wil-
liams, works with the Moki Kitchen
in Alamosa, specializing in fresh
local food. Moore said, “Kids feel
invested when they know where
their food comes from.”

Josette Sandoval shared that a gar-

den “gets the children and the whole
community involved.”

Building Grounds Supervisor Rob-
ert Taylor mentioned some concerns.
He said there had been a couple at-
tempts at a community garden in the
past but each time interest from the
community waned, and the grounds
crew wound up shouldering the whole
responsibility of the garden.

The challenge is to have consistent
interest and long-term commitment
in bringing crops to fruition. Some
ideas were to give the high school

service obligation. Another idea was
to have summer interns.

The hope is to have a large enough
harvest to provide not only for fami-
lies, but for the school cafeteria and
area grocery stores as well.

The greenhouse will be an oppor-
tunity to learn what types of crops
grow well here,and different methods
of gardening, organizers said. There
was talk about planting flowers, herbs,
vegetables.

Scott, a retired physical therapist,
is an expert in vermiculture using
worms. Rosenwunkeo mentioned

students credits for their community

Photos by Diane Drekmann

Thanks to the effort of Sierra Grande School teachers and the local
community a greenhouse and garden will once again be used to grow

minds and vegetables.
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friends. Staff was super friendly
and the food was phenomenal.
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food. Will be coming back the
next time I'm in town.”
~ Saul G., Google review
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hiigelkultur,using branches and other
organic matter as a base.

Moore has heirloom seeds, which
create different, unusual, rare plants.
Sooftenin American culture, whether
plants or animals, only 1 or 2 variet-
ies are grown or bred, resulting in
limited resources. There are hundreds
of varieties of plants and animals that
could create a much more diverse
food system.

There are many lifelong benefits
to gardens. Families bond and are
healthier, diabetes decreases, people
who garden will never go hungry and
will be to provide for their families.
Some may make a career out of gar-
dening, organizers said.

The next meeting about the com-
munity garden at Sierra Grande will
be at the Fort Garland Museum at 5
p-m. on Feb. 15.
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Boot camp for entrepreneurs
set for San Luis

By DIANE DREKMANN

SAN LUIS — There is opportu-
nity for economic growth through a
program called Envision San Luis.
The town of San Luis received a
$100,000 grant through the Colo-
rado Trust to create a 12-week boot
camp for entrepreneurs — people
interested in owning their own
business or wanting to expand and
gain business knowledge. The grant
also provides for hiring interns.

The class is free and open to
everyone. There is a limit of 25
participants, but the class is of-
fered twice: April 7-June 23, and
July 7-Sept 15.

The town of San Luis chose
Mikela Tarlow to head the entre-

AS U Continued from Page 1

for the educational opportunities
and experiences that these labs will
provide for our students,” Nehring
said. “There is something satisfying
and tangible about the construction
progress that we will begin witness-
ing tomorrow. I know the students
are excited and I hope the com-
munity views this partnership as a
point of pride.”

The renovations to Adams State
Porter Hall will include labora-
tory and classroom space for the
CSU/ASU mechanical engineering
program. Funding for the project
included a $1.1 million federal com-
munity project funding supported by
U.S. Senator Michael Bennet and
U.S. Senator John W. Hickenlooper.

Additional funding comes from
Adams State institutional funds and
the Adams State El Centro Sierra
Blanca Grant. Although not used
in the construction costs, Colorado
State University received $1 mil-
lion from the federal community

I C E Continued from Page 1

safe on the ice this winter. While a
great reason to go outdoors in the
winter months, ice can be danger-
ous without proper preparation and
an understanding of the dangers.

Conditions

* Weather conditions along
Colorado’s weather can change
quickly; it is important to check
weather and ice conditions before
trekking out onto the ice.

e Check with the agency that
manages the body of water for
current conditions before you
head out.

* Always assume that unsafe ice
conditions may exist.

* [ce conditions can vary across
different areas of the same lake.

* Ice near a structure like a dock
or log will be significantly thinner
than ice in the center of a lake.

e Ice near moving water like
an inlet or outlet will be thinner
as well.

e Drill test holes to measure
thickness in different areas as you
venture out.

* Four inches of ice is generally
considered safe for people ice fish-
ing and ice skating.

* OHVs need at least 6 inches
of ice thickness. Cars and medium
trucks require 8-15 inches of ice.

Equipment

* Bring the right equipment to
make an ice trip more enjoyable
and potentially save your life.

e Dress appropriately in warm
clothes and layers.

preneur boot camp program and
teach several classes.

Tarlow has lived in the San Luis
Valley for 25 years, and during that
time, worked with several Fortune
500 companies, like Coca-Cola
and Boeing creating innovation
teams. The 12-week course covers
everything from the financial end
of business to branding, marketing,
and the importance of social media.
Classes will also be taught by local,
entrepreneurs, like David Aragon,
co-owner of a new restaurant in
town, the San Luis Coffee Company.

Tarlow will have an open house
from 9 a.m. to noon on March 3 at
the Costilla County Conservancy
District, 324 Main St., San Luis,

project funding supported by U.S.
Representative Joseph D. Neguse to
assist with the mechanical engineer-
ing program.

Adams State partnered with Colo-
rado State University to establish the
mechanical engineering bachelor’s
degree. Students have the opportuni-
ty to earn the CSU degree, delivered
entirely on the Adams State campus.
Adams State provides all lower-
division coursework for the first two
years of the program and CSU pro-
vides all upper-division coursework
with face-to-face instruction for the
last two years by CSU faculty who
are located in Alamosa.

The late William A. Porter, Class
of 1951, was founder and chairman
of E¥TRADE Group, Inc. Porter
donated $4.6 million worth of stock
in E*TRADE Group, Inc. in 1998.
He received the Adams State Asso-
ciated Alumni’s 1991 Outstanding
Achievement Award and the 2005
Billy Adams Award.

For more information and cur-
rent conditions, visit www.cpw.
state.co.us.

to discuss the program and answer
any questions.

After successfully completing
the 12-week program, participants
will receive $500 in start-up money
to help jumpstart their businesses.

Questionnaires are available
at the Town Hall in San Luis for
people interested in attending the
program. Call 719-672-3321, for
more information.

M U S E U M Continued from Page 1 —

Spring break is March 20-24. At
the end of the program on April 21,
Antonia Ortiz hopes to have tele-
scopes available for the Dark Skies
class for students and their families.
The program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

In the future, Ortiz hopes to have a
program for middle school students
with topics like Can You Dig It? ex-
ploring the archeological and fossil
treasures of the San Luis Valley.

The Fort Garland Museum also
partners with the Boy’s and Girl’s
Club in Alamosa, the Blanca-Fort

ATTENTION

Garland Community Center, and the
Community Garden in Fort Garland
to provide positive, healthy opportu-
nities for San Luis Valley community.
There are exhibits in museums
in Denver, Pueblo, Trinidad, Ute
Indian Museum, Montrose, George-
town Loop, Leadville, and in the
Fort Garland Museum. There were
a series of lectures and professional
development classes on that subject.
A national travelling exhibit about
the Borderlands through the Smithso-
nian will be coming to the San Luis
Valley Museum in Alamosa in fall.

A HOUSEHOLDS WHO
RECEIVE SNAP

After February 2023, your SNAP benefits will
decrease due to recent congressional action, as
the temporary increase to SNAP benefits is
ending. February 2023 will be the last month that
temporary increased SNAP benefits (emergency
allotments) will be paid. For more information,
visit cdhs.colorado.gov/snap-ea-ending

I\IIOOOam 4:30 p.m.”
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Attention Farmer and Ranches:
Seal your leaking livestock tanks,
ponds & reservoirs with bentonite
Spring Special 10% OFF. Rio
Grande Bentonite. 719-580-6652

WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW
FALL Price: Tell us the code
“ELK17” and you will get $17/1b
for Elk Grade A and $13/1b for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160.719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.

07 Help Wanted

Wolf Creek Ski Area is seeking
full-time, year-around mechan-
ics. Our team has open positions for
lead mechanics who are willing to
learn as well as expand their skills
and abilities. Applicants need to
be positive, team oriented, self-
motivated, and must possess own
tools/tool box. Reliable 4-wheel/
all-wheel drive vehicle is also a
must. Knowledge of gasoline and
diesel engines required. Mechani-
cal and operational understanding
of heavy equipment, snow cats,

draulics/hydrostatic drive systems,
transport buses, and metal fabrica-
tion are all a major plus. WCSA
offers competitive wages along
with career building opportunities.
Starting pay between 50-100k, with
benefits, depending on experience
and physical ability. Applications
are available at www.wolfcreek-
ski.com. Email to wolfcreekski@
wolfcreekski.com or mail to P.O.
Box 2800, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147.(3-29)

Center Consolidated School
District is accepting applications
for the position of full-time year-

Write your own Classified Ad

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday S p.m.

15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
31950 4 O5¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week
12 + 35¢ each additional word.

Free ads: Lost & Found * Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less ® Any Item or Animal being
given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

11 12

13 14

16 17
Words:

18 19

Price:

Class:

Start Date:

Circle One

@

E—
VISA

Mail with check or mone

Card#:

Expiration Date:

order to:

Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144
Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

All Classified Advertising must be pre-paid

Fastest Growing
Dealer In Colorado

PUEBL 0
2828 Highway 50 WestPueblo, CO 81008 « AlpineFord com
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round Custodial Position for the
2022-2023 School Year. School
Year Hours are 1:00 P.M. to 10:00
P.M. Summer Hours are from 7:00
A M. to 4 P. M. Qualifications;
High School Diploma or GED, or,
such alternative as the Board of
Education may find appropriate and
acceptable. Benefits include health
insurance, paid vacation. Must be
able to pass a background check.
Applications can be found on the
District Website https://www.cen-
ter.k12.co.us/page/employment-
opportunities Non Certified Appli-
cation or contact the District Office
at (719) 754-3442. Application
Deadline: Until Position is Filled.
EOE (3-1)

The Creede School District is
hiring Special Events CDL Bus
Drivers. Primary duties are to
drive students, staff and chaperones
to school events. Position pay is
$18.00 per hour. Please contact
Keith Crispell, Superintendent at
keith.crispell@creedek12.net and
or Alan Feuerbacher, Director
of Transportation at alan.feuer-
bacher@creedek12.net for more
information. (3-1)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a
pump technician. No experience
required but hard working, drug
free and clean driver license are
non-negotiable attributes. Call 719-
852-2662 for more info or stop by
at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, M.V. with
resume. (3-1)

Elementary Music Teacher need-
ed at Del Norte Elementary
School for the remainder of the
22-23 school year. We are seeking
an experienced, hardworking and
enthusiastic teaching professional
to join our dynamic, vibrant and
fun-loving team. Applicants must
have a bachelor’s degree or higher
and possess or be able to obtain a
Colorado Teaching License. Please
submit your application, resume
and cover letter to: Amy Duda,
Principal at aduda@urtigers.coor
contact Amy at 719-657-4050. Ap-
plications can be picked up at the
District Office or online at: urtigers.
co. (2-15)

The BOE of Center Schools is
now accepting applications for
a High School Football Coach
for the 2023-2024 School Year.
Qualifications: Colorado Teach-
ing Credential and/or Colorado
High School Activities Association
Coach’s Certification or, such alter-
native qualifications as the Board
may find appropriate and accept-
able. Please send a letter of interest
to: Center High School Athletic
Director ldonaldson@center.k12.
co.us or contact the District Office

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

call (719) 754-3442. Application
Deadline: Until Position is Filled.
EOE. (2-15)

The BOE of Center Schools is
now accepting applications for
the position of Substitute Cafete-
ria Cook for the remaining 2022-
2023 School Year. Qualifications
include High School Diploma or
any qualifications deemed accept-
able by the Board of Education.
For more information and applica-
tion materials, please call (719)
754-3442; or, visit the District’s
website at www.center.k12.co.us
and click on “Administration” and
“Non-Certified Staff Member Ap-
plication Materials”. Application
Deadline: Until Position is Filled.
EOE. (2-15)

PART-TIME SALES

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in
advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience
is appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

WANTED: Saguache County
Road and Bridge is hiring for
Operator I positions....$18.00/
hour NO CDL REQUIRED! RE-
QUIREMENTS: Applicants must
have a current and valid Driver’s
License. Applicants should have a
high school diploma or GED and
six months or more of relevant
experience. Prospective employees
applying with Saguache County
will be required to submit and pass
a pre-employment drug screening
and criminal background check.
Operator I is a full-time position
— applicants must be able to oper-
ate light and heavy equipment and
perform manual labor in the main-
tenance, repair and minor construc-
tion of roads, streets, bridges, signs,
markings and related facilities. Ap-
plicants must be physically capable
of periods of sustained physical
exertion and may be required to
lift and move up to 75 Ibs. to 150
Ibs. Applications are available at
the Saguache County Road and

Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO
Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149 —
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache
County website — saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and
Bridge Department tab. Please fill
out and submit the County Applica-
tion. A complete job description is
available at the Road and Bridge
Office. Completed applications
can be hand delivered or mailed
to Saguache County Road and
Bridge — at the address listed above,
sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION
DEADLINE: Open until qualified

-
ok
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WIWWAURZaSconouranimalshelterore

candidates are hired. Saguache
County is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. (2-22)

Monte Vista. Close to school and
downtown $60,000 OBO 719-580-
1219 (3-8)

14 Business

Properties For Rent

DOWNTOWN MONTE OF-
FICE SUITE. 3 NICELY FIN-
ISHED OFFICES, CENTRALRE-
CEPTION AREA AND SECURE
STORAGE ROOM. UTILITIES
INCLUDED. HISTORIC LAND-
MARK BUILDING. 719-588-0906
(3-D

17 Real Estate For Sale
For Sale by Owner 1.98 acres In

A

[

Bob and Ziggy
are a lovely
couple of guys
looking to find
the home for
them both.
They’re a father
son duo who are
quite bonded so
they have to be
adopted together.
They have plenty
of energy and

do well with
other dogs and
everyone we’ve
introduced them
to. Come meet
them today!

35.71 acres between Monte Vista
and Alamosa on County Line
Road, borders highway, good
grass, easy access, power and ready
to build on. Priced $109,000. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty Inc 719-873-1700. TFN

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350
GPM well water, 25 Shares of
Rio Grande Canal, 3 decrees of
good water rights out of Carnero
Creek, fenced, new 200 pipe corral
calf feedlot, good production and

s gD Byl e
Uppey Rioy Gpiande

=

Animal Seciety ..,
Ifyoufareinterestediinfad optingNcAllISS253366

O) o eSS Mol JUL avdtn. =24 e, & SBYE, Saniiin, @ 115D = § ol
IViondayl&inon:businessihoursibylappointimentionly:

2825 ShermaniAves s Vionte Vistal

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our

Facebook a

Deckland
is a sweet
Lab mix
looking for
his fur-ever
home. Very
playful,
and great
with other
animals
and all
| the people
he meets.
Come take
him home
today!

Found on 2/10 on the 100 block of
Clearview (by Pizza Hut) in Monte Vista

ALL ADULT AND SENIOR
ADOPTIONS ARE HALF

OFF THIS MONTH! o
COME RESCUE
YOUR NEW FUR-
FAMILY MEMBER!

o/

i

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “‘best guess’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.
T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirng Irnc.

Up To

$1,000 OFF

Any Smartphone

with qualifying trade-in & Unlimited Plan.

Use It To Get The

iPhone 14 Pro On Us!

VIAERO

WIRELESS

Visit alocal store or viaero.com | Requires Assurance Service Program for $13/mo and qualifying trade-in and activation on a new or renewing line of Viaero Unlimited
service (excluding Student Unlimited). Qualifying new phone must be purchased on a 36-month installment agreement. Trade in value of current phone will be applied as a down payment.
Viaero will also apply up to S500 (not to exceed the purchase price of your new phone) in equal monthly promo bill credits over the term of the installment. Promotional credits stop and
remaining balance is due upon payoff or termonation. Activation fee and tax based on full price of phone due at purchase. Remaining balance due if line is terminated. Customers porting
in a new line of service will receive credit for the activation fee. Viaero credit rules apply. Restrictions & exclusions may apply. See store or visit us at www.viaero.com for details.
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locations. Call Bruce at Steffens
& Company Realty Inc 719-580-
0770. TEN

31 Health

Blow-Flex Treadmill treadclimb-
er TC$5000 great condition $450
Ken @719-658-2370 (3-1)

32 Fuel & Heating

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047.
$190 per cord. Delivery available.
TFN

Lump coal available, supplement
your wood heating by adding some
lump coal. Burns clean, no soot,
makes wood last longer. 719-849-
8261 (3-1)

Two beautiful Americana stoves,
excellent condition, one Chambers,
one Gafford Sattler $600 both,
$300 apiece. Will deliver within
100 miles. 719-588-9577 (3-1)

36 Miscellaneous

Cash for quality non-fiction
books and Ip records. Jeff 720-315-
9145 (2-15)

Propane Refrigerators Sold
Here. Call For Options and
Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-
ered Refrigerators and Freezers.
Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista.
(719) 852-0500 TEN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS - Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water &

GOT CLUTTER?
(LEAN UP WITH
THECLASIFEDS,

You'll find yourself
with money in your
pocket and room in

your garage when you
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles
Classifieds.

Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $1 2 per week

(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Call Today!

719-852-3531

rodent proof. 8" wide, 8’-53” in
length. Call for more information
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc.
— Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.
Custom Cables and PV Wire.
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726
S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-
0500. TEN

38 Machinery, Tools,
Equipment
For rent Wacken Neusen Thaw
Unit 3,000 feet of lines, power
reel and built-in generator. Call
for rates daily or weekly 719-849-
0367 (3-15)

44 Farm Services

Attention Farmer and Ranches:
Seal your leaking livestock tanks,
ponds & reservoirs with bentonite
Spring Special 10% OFF. Rio
Grande Bentonite. 719-580-6652

50 livestock

Starter Turkey Flocks - Bourbon
Reds, adults 10-14 months. 1 Tom
and 3 hens. $250 - Only 3 sets avail-
able! Call 719-850-2832.

53 Trailers

8’x19’ enclosed cargo trailer in
excellent condition. $7,000.00
OBO call for more info. 719-849-
8261 (3-1)

65 Professional

Services
Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-
vices: Window Washing, Concrete

~ \; d
FING®EU
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims + Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(719)852-0113

M'F 7 aomo's pomo

oali t

S Spray Foam Insulaticg:c

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Shopping That's Just Your Style “J
swesRenacManie ¥

outiq

ue /4
[y

n

SQpecializing in.memorial, holiday. any occacion't

apparel, tumb

L5

lers, coffee mugg; keychaing, car andlbig

vehicle vinylland decals, business cardS)and mu'tz"‘li'fmore.

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 toplace your orde
today or email mariemedina3 O @hotmail.comy,

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed
Work Guaranteed

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Cleaning, Exterior Washing - FREE
ESTIMATE: (719) 490-9047 TFN

available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.

LICENSED PLUMBER does
all types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

RIO GRANDE COUNTY IS SEEKING
A COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR

Bachelor’s degree from accredited college or
university in Public/Business Administration
with two or more years related experience
or equivalent combination of education and
experience required. Salary starting at $85,000.

Application and job description available
online at www.riograndecounty.org or
call Human Resources at (719) 657-4217.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY
ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

Mystik

LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Automotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoors Vinylkene"g

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-FreeEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks |

No Tittle
No Keys
No Worries!

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

T T I m—
CUSTOM MARBIEDESIGN.
Call for

Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More
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Likely to see increase in avian flu during Spring migration

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — According to
figures compiled by the USDA and
Colorado Department of Agriculture,
Colorado reported the loss of 6.26
million domestic birds in 2022 to the
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI), also known as avian flu.

But the devastation does not end
there. HPAI is also killing wild birds
in increasing numbers.

“This has been the largest outbreak
in Colorado and the nation, ever,”
Olga Robak, communications di-
rector for the Colorado Department
of Agriculture, reportedly said in
December.

And it is not likely to end soon.

In fact, according to Colorado
State Veterinarian Maggie Baldwin,
“With wild bird migration beginning
soon, we anticipate that we will see
an increase in virus activity through
late winter and spring.”

With thousands of Sandhill cranes
migrating to the San Luis Valley in
about a month, the Valley Courier
reached outto the Colorado Parks and
Wildlife (CPW) to see what impact
HPAI might have on the birds who
are a celebrated part of the Valley
landscape every spring along with
the abundance of other birds who
grace the Valley’s skies.

“Unlike prior strains of HPAI
in North America, this particular
strain is causing widespread mor-
tality in some species of wild birds,
particularly in snow geese, raptors
and vultures,” says John Livingston,
CPW’s Southwest Region Public
Information Officer. “Across the
state, we’ve seen a variety of hawks,
ducks, geese, magpies, crows, and
turkey vultures test positive. We
have yet to detect HPAI in Sandhill
cranes, at this time.”

As Livingston describes it, an
outbreak of HPAI involving a new
strain of H5N1 emerged in North
America in the winter and spring
of 2021-2022. Now, almost a year
later, avian influenza outbreaks in
wild birds and poultry continue to
rise at a national level, and the U.S.
is approaching a record number of
birds affected compared to previous
bird flu outbreaks.

“To date, HPAI has been detected
in all four North American migration
flyways,” he says, going on to echo
the state veterinarian. “It’s expected
that the disease will persist through
spring migrations.”

For context, a few months ago,
there were several incidents that
provide a sobering glimpse of what
is possible with the virus.

In late November 2022, CPW
began receiving increasing reports
of sick and dead snow geese in
northeastern Colorado associated
with large-scale HPAI mortality
events. Staff with CPW recorded
the deaths of close to 2,000 birds on
multiple waterways in Morgan and
Logan counties.

Shortly thereafter, large-scale deaths
began occurring in southeast Colorado
in Kiowa, Bent, Otero, and Prowers
counties. Livingston says there was
a die-off of approximately 600 snow
geese at John Martin Reservoir, and
CPW hasobserved alowerlevel of die-
offatmostreservoirsinthe Lamararea.

“We have continued to see positive
cases of this avian flu in every corner
of the state, though in fewer numbers
than those other mass events,” he says.

HPATI is also largely fatal to rap-
tors — such as eagles, hawks, and
owls — who become sick after feed-
ing on the carrion of infected birds
or by coming in contact with their
feces or saliva.

Bald eagle deaths caused by HPAI
have been found in four Colorado
counties, including Adams, Boulder,
Douglas, and Larimer.

When asked about the impact on
raptors in the San Luis Valley, Liv-
ingston — who is stationed in Du-
rango — offered a slightly brighter
picture of the current situation.

“So far, we’ve felt pretty lucky
in the Valley and across Southwest
Colorado in that we’re not seeing a
high-level of raptor mortality related
to HPAI,” he said. “While folks have
seen bald eagles eating the carcasses
of Canada geese that have died of
avian flu, we have yet to find or have
reported to us a bald eagle death
related to HPAI in our area.

“But wedid have one greathorned
owl in Rio Grande County test posi-
tive for HPAI. Our only other HPAI
positives in the Valley have been
from Canada geese,” he added.

When asked to speculate about
the coming months, Livingston
declined, saying that is difficult,
“especially in populations such as
snow geese where populations have
been thriving and absolutely boom-
ing in some areas.”

The wild birds CPW staff see most
affected continue to be snow geese,
vultures, and raptors.

“But, as the sandhill cranes migrate
through the Valley this spring, we’ll
certainly monitor to see if there are
any impacts and what kind of effects
HPAI has,” he said.

Livingston continues to look at the
bigger picture.

“As the state wildlife agency,
we manage with the best available
science and will make fact-based
decisions and avoid making specula-
tions,” he said. “While it’s difficult to
see any dead animal, Colorado and
North America as a whole have made
incredible strides in wildlife conser-
vation to bring numerous species
back from the brink of extinction in
the 1800s and early 1900s to the place
where wild birds and wildlife thrive
and expand their population every
year. Sound conservation practices
and laws related to the protection of
wild birds will be of benefit as we
navigate the HPAI situation.”

In the meantime, Livingston of-
fers some general instructions to
the public.

“If you find three or more dead
wild birds in a specific area within
a two-week period or if you see
live birds showing clinical signs
of disease, please contact the local
Colorado Parks and Wildlife office
in Monte Vista. Please be aware that
CPW will not be able to respond to
all calls and is focusing responses
based on surveillance and manage-
ment priorities,” he said.

There has only been one docu-
mented case to date of a person
becoming infected by the virus. That
case, which happened in Colorado
in April of 2022, was detected in a
man who was working with infected
domesticated birds. He suffered only
mild symptoms and recovered fully.

Even so, Livingston offers a
precaution.

“Althoughrare,some HPAI strains
caninfect people,soit’simportant to
protect yourself,” he said. “The main
protection for the general public is to
avoid handling sick or dead birds and
keep your distance from wildlife.”

According to a fact sheet on the
CPW website, the current strain
causes disease in many species in-
cluding swans, gulls, geese, grebes,
pelicans, raptors, vultures, cranes,
some species of ducks, turkeys, and
other game bird species.

Tvoical svmptoms include swim-
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Sandhill cranes in the San Luis Valley.

ming in circles, moving slowly,inco-

ground, but occasionally sick birds

ordination (may appear drunk), and may be seen flying low and alone.

head tilt or inability to lift the head.

Most affected birds are seen on the tionand precautionary measures can

Additional background informa-

Photo by Brian Williams

be found by going to https://cpw.
state.co.us/Documents/Wildlife-
Health/HPAI-highly-pathogenic-
avian-influenza.pdf.

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING e DUMPSTERS © ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE e SOUTH FORK ¢ DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

CLUES ACROSS
1. The central bank of the US
4. Direct on€’s ambitions
10. Only
11. “Nothing ventured, nothing

Lead

Returned material
authorization (abbr.)

12.
14.

15.
16.
18.
22.
23.
24.
26.
27.
28.
30.

Indicates the pitch of notes
Set up to blame

States of rest

Complete

Be around longer than
Instructs

Childless (abbr.)

Coffee machines do it
Bowfin

A group separate from
estaprshed Church

Soviet Socialist Republic
Mends with a needle
When you hope to get there
Popular 80’s pop duo
Beloved Mexican dish
Extremely small amount
Special therapy

Cause to move slowly

A person’s natural height
Elicited

Legislator

Baking ingredient
Sandwich store

31.
34.
36.
37.
39.
40.
41.
42.
48.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Solution to last week’s puzzle
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5 6 7 8 9

11

56

59

54. Peytonss little brother
55. Southeast
56. Popular Mexican beer

58. Baglike structure in a plant
or animal

59. Car body manufacturer

60. Midway between south and
southeast

CLUES DOWN

1. Colorless volatile acid
2. A way to tangle

3. Jam rock band devotee

4. The nation’s highest lawyer
(abbr.)

5. Inviolable

6. Collision

7. Clumsy

8. Bends again

9. “Pollock” actor Harris

12. Flew off!

13. Soft creamy white cheese
17. Comedienne Gasteyer

. Exclamation used for
emphasis

. Expel from one’s property

. Philly transit body

. Small amount of something
29. Retirement account

31. Holey type of cheese

32. Young pig

33. Climbing palm

35. Discomfort

38. Bullfighter

41. High-level computer
language

. Fleshy extensions above the
throat

Request

Equal to 10 meters (abbr.)
Bruce and Spike are two
Precipice

Wombs

A radio band

Emphasizes an amount

44,
45,
46.
47.
49.
56.
57.
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Ranch Real Estare Professionals!

IRRIGATED I/ - LO}fS OF SURFACE & WELL WATER!
T34, 78 ac. properfy, consisting of 120 frr. g, nnder 2 Valley
pivets. 2 shares of Rio Grande Water Users Association stock,
arnd 20 sharexs of Santa Maria Reservoir Company stock in
addition fo 2 irvigation wells (727-R, 77816-F). Located 5 mi. E
of Del Norte & & mic. NW of Monte Vista art infersection of
Connty Road 7 North and Cownty Road 6 West; THON-RTE;

Sec, 31: NWA, CALL REESE FOR MORE INFo!
Re y 970-630-50

ry log home with
home theatre,
gorgeous views.
6.25 acres, Willow [
Park, South Fork. |
MLS# 795671 [
$1,550,000 [

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

429 Lake Drive, Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural [
South Fork Mountain Lots Available
6 bedrooms, 5 West of Antonito in the
bathrooms, 4,632 Conejos Canyon OWNER
Square feet. Luxu- FINANCING AVAILABLE

$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots,
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power
to lot line, great roads, gated
community. Email Dee for
an interactive document with
photos, videos and descrip-
tions of each lot.

% e

et

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Vi

0 Old Homestead Road,
Del Norte
48 acres bordering
National Forest. Easy,
year-round access, both
Forest Service Road AND (5
a county-maintained (2
road to the lot line. Ride |57
out and enjoy without ~ [F=¢ _
trailering your ATV or
snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222
Text 134434 to 25678 for
more info

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

88 N. Alder
Creek Lane
LIVE WATER .28
acres on Alder
Creek! Locat-

ed on the Rio o)
Grande Club Golf |
Course in South
Fork. Near Na-
tional Forest. All
utilities at lot line. [¢
$79,000 vIEXT
158348 to 25678 - U
for more info SR ey VN N S
Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

149 Escondida
Drive
Gorgeous 1/2 acre
lot on the South  §
Fork River. Water,
Sewer. Electric, [&)
High-Speed Inter- 5
net at the lot ling.
Easy, year-roun
achsZ $123,000 [y
MLS# 796341 F"
Text 139765 to |
25678 for more
information J
Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Steffens &
Gompany Realty

719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee is a 4th generation
SOUTH FORK NATIVE with
a love for the upper end
of the San Luis Valley.

3D Virtual Tourss Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photo%rapher
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

810 Grand Ave,
Del Norte
Prime business
location, 3,000
sq ft. BUSY
CORNER LOT
Text 134436
to 25678 for
more info-
Can become
any business!
MLS#779889
= Call for price

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steftenscorealty.com

27000 US
Hwy 160
28 acres on the
Rio Grande
with water
well, 1-acre
pond and
1/2 mile of
riverfront.

$1,550,000 |3 53

Dee Plucinski » Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

‘This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tuckeds

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The maj
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishin
the property. The main floor consists of an opel
area with beautiful carved mantal stone firepla
ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom de

designer backsplash and large eat in counter spa

Joking over the llin%l

area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for al
your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler gantry with pantry sin]

and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include |*
radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks.|
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master
bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub.
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping
areas including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large
workshop and more than enough room for all'your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow
above tge garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields,
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property gerfectly cagtures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment.
Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000 MLS #796960
37 Million Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home!
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft.
Home with attached garage on 9.04
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek.
This Home has several outdoor
entertainment areas with wraj
around decks too enjoy the 360
views of the San Juan Mountains.
The main level has an open floor
plan with great room and grand
fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large
kitchen with large island, custom cabine}\?l, granite countertops and state
of the art stainless steelaﬁgplia.nces. The Master bedroom suite is located
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot
cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and
great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home
includes a large family room with ﬁrﬂ)lace and pool table. Great for all
our entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful
iture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home.
Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear
reek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold
medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public
land. Start your Adventure! Don't wait, Call, and schedule your showing
today! $1,650,000 MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

Must See Custom-Built
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial
Properg in Fabulous South
Fork, CO. Great Highwa
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built.
The building was built for
retail with many amenities.
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large
open s&)aces and two additional desigln show rooms and larfge 1,000 sq. ft.
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead
door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New %
custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot
water heat. ProIl))erty is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office - etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room.
There are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired
for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and
rg[%ane hot water heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much
OTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-
als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and
schedule your personal showing today! $1,250,000 MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

February Valentines
Vest Drive

Vests for
Veterans

Warm Hearts, Warm Homes!

Drop oft a new or gentgf used women'’s or men’s vest. Stay
for a cup of coffee and sign up or call for a Free Home

Market Evaluation with Bernadette Gingrass

7‘8#4

eSTS,

7TI9=-850-1993 -
Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 = South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Check out this small
diverse farm. The home
is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq
foot, historic adobe that
has been fully and beau-
tifully restored. Enjoy
Colorado from the large
(768 sq ft) open porch.
This home sits on 126.06

: : : - deeded acres of land
situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new
side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado
just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos.
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa,
New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park
is about 45 minutes north. $600,000 MLS #797313
12272 County Road R5 « San Luis
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain [
Home with Stunning Natu- ;
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home
is your perfect retreat. Open

Split floor plan with beautiful

cathedral ceiling and fireplace,
large windows taking in the
breath-taking outdoor sunlight
and mountain views. Complete
with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and
butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master
bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning
cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world
class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don't wait call and schedule your
private showing today! $1,250,000 MLS #798101
497 Timberline Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

FOR SAILE!
RE &

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. A8
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log &
cabin with upgrades galore!
Located in Log Haven.
Tucked along the mountain
side backing up to national
forest with beautiful views of &
the surrounding cliffs. Ogen :
living room, dining, kitchen
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep - 2 - )
%ou cozy and warm all winter =— —
ong. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops.
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot
cup of morning coftee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to
the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional
bedroom, bathroom and nice size sittin%nook, great space to enjoy
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowe
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South
Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million
reservoir are just moments away. Brin gour fishing pole and enjoy
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, godw eeling, hike,
camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text
and schedule your showing today! $345,000° MLS #800364
31517 Us Highway 160 « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com
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