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Friday, March 10

9 a.m.-5 p.m. — Craft and Nature 
Fair — Free

5:30 a.m.-7 p.m. — Photography 
Workshop — $150

7-9 a.m. — Sunrise Crane Tour 
— $10

10 a.m.-2 p.m. — Special Tour 
Blanca Wetlands — $20

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. — Special 
Tour Home Lake Birding — $5

10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. — Special 
Tour Trinchera Tour and Lunch 
— $55

1:30-2:30 p.m. — On Site 
Training Crane Basics — $15

4-6 p.m. — Sunset Crane Tour 
— $10

7 p.m. — ‘Wings Over Water’ 
movie at Vali 3 — Free
Saturday, March 11

9 a.m.-5 p.m. — Craft and Nature 
Fair — Free

6-10 a.m. — Birders’ Breakfast
7-9 a.m. — Sunrise Crane Tour 

— $10
10 a.m.-12 p.m. — Fly the Coop 

5k Run/Walk — $25
10 a.m.-1 p.m. — Special Raptor 

Tour — $20
10 a.m.-1 p.m. — Special Tour 

BLM Elephant Rocks — $20
10 a.m.-1 p.m. — Special Tour 

Homelake Birding — $5
Noon — ‘Wings Over Water’ 

movie at Vali 3 — Free
1:30-2:30 p.m. — On-Site 

Training Crane Basics — $15
4-6 p.m. — Sunset Crane Tour 

— $10
Talks are $5 at the door per talk 

or $20 for Keynote and all talks
11 a.m.-12 p.m. — Talk: Habitat 

Selection and movement patterns 
of Cranes — $5

1-2 p.m. — Talk: Elk on the SLV 
Refuge Complex: What’s going on 
out there. — $5

3-4 p.m. — Talk: The Secret 
Lives of Nesting Sandhill Cranes 
— $5

7-10 p.m. — Film Premier 
and Keynote Address: George 
Archibald – Lessons learned from 
50 years of Crane conservation 
— $10
Sunday, March 12

9 a.m.-12 p.m. — Craft and 
Nature Fair — Free

5:30 a.m.-7 p.m. — Photography 
Workshop — $150

8-10 a.m. — Sunrise Crane 
Tour — $10

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. — Special 
Raptor Tour — $20

5 p.m. — ‘Wings Over Water’ 
movie at Vali 3 — Free

Monte Vista Crane 
Festival schedule

Sunday, 
March 12

Submitted by Jack Sciacca

Moffat Pk-12 Archery Coach 

MOFFAT — Moffat PK-12 
Schools recently competed in the 
Colorado State National Archery in 
the Schools Program 2023 Virtual 
Tournament. For the second time 
in four seasons, the Moffat Middle 
School Team captured the Colorado 
State Championship title.

Moffat’s Middle School, 12-person 
team, bested Renaissance Magnet 
School from Castle Rock by 53 total 
points. Olathe Middle School rounded 
out the top teams with a third-place 
finish. Moffat’s coed team effort was 
made possible by the performances 
of the following archers: Shelby 
Morley, Chase Shellabarger, Tanner 
Shellabarger, Caiden Cross, Javad 
Taylor, Madison Payne, Daniel 
Hollenbeck, Kolina Skoglund, 

Kandra Pollard, Xander Schwartz, 
Wyatt Payne, and Ella Goizueta. 

Shelby Morley, eighth grade, 
turned in the highest score across 
all divisions in the tournament to 
be named the 2023 Middle School 
Colorado State Champion Girl. 
Shelby scored 285 out of a possible 
300 points. This is Shelby’s third time 
representing Moffat at the podium 
but the first time capturing the title. 

Chase Shellabarger, eighth grade, 
was named the Middle School 
Colorado State Champion Boy for 
the second time in his Moffat career. 
Tanner Shellabarger, sixth grade, 
placed second. 

Lacey Sheffield represented Moffat 
Elementary by edging out Chloe 
Fanning, Granby Elementary, to 
become the Colorado Elementary 

Photo courtesy of Amber Manchester

Moffat Elementary Archers prepare to compete in the 2023 National 

Archery in the Schools Program Colorado State Tournament. Left to 

right: Kyren Plumley, Marcus Potter, Raina Chatterton, Lacey Sheffield, 
and Rory Grover. 

Moffat archers capture state titles 

Please see ARCHERS on Page 2A

by Patrick Shea

CENTER — In late 2019, Katrina 
Ruggles began the search for grant 
money to fund capstone projects 
at Center High School so students 
could learn how to start and run a 
business.

Three years later on Feb. 28, 
students held the grand opening 
of the Blue Loft at 371 Worth St., 
a space for playing games, having 
meetings, and relaxing.

“I think we called it the business 
club when we started back then,” 
Ruggles recalled. “We shared ideas 
and decided to start a youth-run 
business that students would run 
as a coop.”

Ruggles said they created a 501c3, 

but making money is secondary to 
the primary goal of giving students 
business experience.

A year after securing the first 
grants, Ruggles worked with 
Lawrence Trujillo at the Viking 
Youth  Club  to  advance  the 
program. In the meantime, the 
building owner at 371 Worth St. 
arranged for the program to rent 
the space. After gaining access in 
January 2022, students scrubbed 

The Blue Loft at 371 Worth St. in 

the heart of Center opened Feb. 

28 to introduce Center students 

to the world of business.

Photo by Patrick Shea

Student-run business project opens in Center

Please see LOFT on Page 2A

Saguache eatery is hyper-local
by Patrick Shea

SAGUACHE — If you want 
to eat locally grown food at a 
restaurant, you cannot get any more 
local than Breads and Botanicals 
in Saguache. Taking the “farm-
to-table” concept one step closer 
to home, co-owner Tylor Berreth 
cultivates Lion’s Mane mushrooms 
on-site — “tent-to-table.”

Danielle and Tylor Berreth 
opened Breads and Botanicals in 
the summer of 2021. Almost two 
years later, the couple echoed the 
message from the opening post on 
their Facebook page. “We believe 
food is our medicine. We also 
believe in supporting community-
based agriculture.”

The Breads and Botanicals menu 
includes plant-based, vegan options 
that feature local ingredients. 
Their offerings have evolved and 
expanded while keeping sources 
local. Before opening, the couple 
had experience working in the food 
industry (Tylor for Whole Foods 
and Danielle with Natural Grocers). 
But growing, cooking, and sharing 
food is next-level performance in 
the industry.

“Danie l l e  has  a  bak ing 

background,” Tylor explained. 
“She’s definitely a natural baker. 
They have generations of bakers 
in her family.”

Cookies, cinnamon rolls, and 
biscuits are a few of Danielle’s 
featured items at Breads and 
Botanicals.

“And I enjoy cooking,” Tylor 

elaborated. “We kind of fell into 
this spot. We didn’t really plan for 
this to happen. It was just a bunch 
of synchronicities that allowed us 
to be here, and we’ve expanded on 
those synchronicities.”

A l t h o u g h  B r e a d s  a n d 
Botanicals does not fill a huge 

Photo by Patrick Shea

Tylor Berreth flashes fresh Lion’s Mane mushrooms at Breads and 
Botanicals, a short walk from the Alpine Valley Mushrooms cultivation 

room behind him.

Please see EATERY on Page 4A

Records indicate he 
resigned from Sargent 

Schools
Staff rePort

SANFORD — Former school 
superintendent William Brian Crowther, 
61, of Sanford was arrested Monday, 
March 6, on charges he allegedly 
committed sexual assault on a child by 

William Brian Crowther

Former 
school district 
superintendent 

arrested

Please see CROWTHER on Page 2A
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obituary

Ronald (Ron) D. Golden, 81, 
Passed away on March 3, 2023, in 
Del Norte, Colo. 

Ron was born May 2, 1942, in 
Wichita Falls, Texas, to Herbert 
and Edith Golden. Ron graduated 
from Wichita Falls High School. He 
soon enlisted in the Army after high 
school where he had basic training 
in Fort Polk, La.

After Ron got out of the Army, 
he moved to the San Luis Valley 
where Ron continued his education 
at Trinidad State Jr. College for 
aquaculture. After college, Ron 
worked at the Monte Vista Wildlife 
Refuge doing landscape work. 

Ron enjoyed fishing, he often 
fished at Home Lake. He enjoyed 
cruising with his family. In Ron’s 
recent years, he enjoyed watching 
the Dallas Cowboys, coloring many 
sorts of animals in his coloring books 
and spending time with his family. 

He was preceded in death by his 
mother Edith and father Herbert; 
his grandparents James E and Vera 
Vaught, and JM and Joyce Golden; 
his sister Anne Hammonds and his 

Ronald (Ron) D. Golden

ex-wife Matilda Valdez.
Ron is survived by his children 

Heather (Venancio) Rodelas, 
Penelope (Samuel)  Vier ia , 
Tamara Lynn Golden-Burris; his 
grandchildren Fabian and Julissa 
Rodelas, Emily Rhineheart, Amanda 
Bailey, Jessica Eppinette, Aaron 
Burris, Nicholas Greddes, Sera 
Riley, Jacob Golden, Brady Golden, 
and Amber Vibbard; along with 
many great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren. 

Cremation was chosen and a 
memorial service will be held at a 
later date.

State Champion Girl.
Moffat archers posted six additional 

top-10 division finishes as follows: 
Austin Gardner, fourth place, High 
School Boys; Cairn Pike, eighth 
place, High School Boys; Caiden 
Cross, sixth place, Middle School 
Boys; Javad Taylor, tenth place, 
Middle School Boys; Madison Payne, 
fifth place, Middle School Girls; 
and Kyren Plumley, tenth place, 
Elementary Girls. 

Moffat coaches, Jack Sciacca 
and Megan Shellabarger plan to 

take Moffat’s top contenders to 
the 2023 NASP Western National 
Tournament in Sandy, Utah, in 
late April. Donations to offset 
travel expenses are being accepted. 
Contact Jack Sciacca, jacksciacca@
moffatschools.org, to contribute. 

The National Archery in the 
Schools Program has grown to 1.3 
million competitors nationwide. If 
you are interested in bringing NASP 
to your Colorado School, Contact 
Heather Hubbard, heather.hubbard@
state.co.us. 

ARCHERS Continued from Page 1A

the floors, renovated, and painted 
the walls. They also learned the 
process for submitting bids to do 
the work.

Mikela Tarlow from ActionLab 
360 has helped guide capstone 
students, and Trujillo has also 
supported Ruggles and others 
opening the Blue Loft. Now that 
the doors are open, Ruggles recently 
hired Walter Martinez to run the 
program.

In the future, Ruggles anticipates 
using the space for scheduled events 
before settling on fixed hours. For 
example, students could host a 
gaming tournament. They have 
discussed a painting event for 
adults in the future, although initial 
events will cater to Viking students. 
The entrance fee will be factored 
into the business equation. While 
entrepreneurs need to make money, 
many of their fellow students have 

limited finances. They will need to 
find the right price point.

Opening the Blue Loft shows 
another benefit of coordination 
between town officials, local 
business owners, and the school 
district.

When a couple bought four 
buildings in Center, Town Manager 
Brian Lujan explained, they wanted 
to avoid having one of them stand 
vacant.

“They reached out and said they 
wanted to be a part of this,” Lujan 
said. “How can we help out? We 
started looking at a youth-run 
business.”

With the Blue Loft up and 
running, “They can learn business 
skills and run a business. You gotta 
crawl before you walk,” he added.

As Center progresses toward 
U r b a n  R e n e w a l  A u t h o r i t y 
organization, the potential tax 

revenue from Tax Incremented 
Financing will subdivide into 
levies collected for special districts. 
The Center Consolidated School 
District, for example, can claim a 
fixed percentage over 20 years or 
specify different percentages over 
the years to accommodate growth. 
As URA board members, special 
district representatives participate 
in the decision-making process over 
decades, factoring expansion within 
the context of the town’s expansion 
onto the North 90.

Lujan said the town has received 
seven or eight letters of intent to join 
the Center Planning Commission 
as it takes shape. One board 
position will be reserved for youth 
representation, which will include a 
group of rotating students and young 
adults to fill the seat at meetings.

LOFT Continued from Page 1A

one in a position of trust (class 3 felony) 
and child abuse.

The Conejos County Sheriff’s office 
received a report of a possible sexual 
assault on Feb. 8, involving Crowther. 
County investigators were immediately 
assigned to the case according to a 
press release from the sheriff’s office 
on Monday.

After an extensive investigation, the 
case was filed with the 12th Judicial 
District Attorney’s Office. An arrest 

warrant was issued for Crowther’s arrest.
Most recently, Crowther was the 

superintendent of the Sargent School 
District. He resigned from Sargent last 
month citing “personal reasons.” The 
school district named Shelley David as 
interim superintendent last month. He 
was also at Centennial School District 
during his career in education.

This is still an active investigation, and 
no further information will be released 
at this time.

CROWTHER
Continued from Page 1A

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The 
following information was provided by 
the Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
for the period between Feb. 27 and 
March 4, 2023.

Sheriff’s office staff conducted 
welfare checks in Saguache and 
Center, arranged three ambulance 
rides, responded to a medical alarm in 
Saguache, and attended to a deceased 
person in Crestone. They made 12 
traffic stops, assisted a motorist, 
responded to reports of stolen vehicles 
in Center and Saguache, issued two 
citations ($405), and addressed a crash 
in Crestone.

Deputies also patrolled Saguache 
seven times and Crestone once. They 
responded to reports of stolen property 
and noise complaints in Saguache and 

two reports of suspicious activity in 
Crestone. In Moffat, staff handled a civil 
dispute, assault, and suspicious activity. 
They also monitored three controlled 
burns throughout the county.

ARRESTS

A 30-year-old Monte Vista man was 
arrested and held on $750 bail for failing 
to appear in Saguache County Court.

A 45-year-old Buena Vista man was 
arrested and held on $2,000 bail for 
failing to appear in Saguache County 
Court.

A 57-year-old Center man was 
arrested and held on $250 bail for failing 
to appear in Saguache County Court.

A 46-year-old Center man was 
arrested and held on $1,000 bail for 
violating a protection order.

Saguache county Sheriff’S rePort

by Patrick Shea

SAGUACHE — For residents, the 
Saguache County Landfill provides 
options unavailable in other counties, and 
the rates compare reasonably.

The minimum trash charge for less than 
200 pounds is $6, with an additional $2 
fee for every 100 pounds over 200. If a 
load is uncovered, customers pay a $10 
charge. Construction debris runs $2, and 
burnable trash is $1.20.

Like most facilities, the Saguache 
County Landfill does not accept 
electronics, wet or dry paint, and 
smoldering hot trash. Hazardous 
material is also forbidden, carrying 
legal consequence for customers who get 
caught dumping needles, batteries, light 
bulbs, and human waste. However, the 
landfill accepts certain “white goods” like 

dishwashers, stoves, hot water heaters, 
and furnaces.

The Saguache landfill no longer 
accepts non-friable asbestos. The fee for 
dumping a freon unit is $37 and requires 
a certificate of freon removal. A mobile 
home from Saguache County costs 
$500 to drop off, but the fee for mobile 
homes from another county is $1,000. 
Not all Colorado landfills accept mobile 
homes and other waste. For counties 
like Saguache, customers pay different 
rates according to residency, and not 
all options are available. At the Chaffee 
County Landfill, for example, non-county 
residents pay a premium to dump items 
from only six of the 19 waste categories.

At the Saguache landfill, rates for tires 
vary for six categories. These include 
tractors, trucks, and cars — with and 

without rims. Tire rates range from $5 
to $27. Carcasses cost $10 for animals 
under 400 pounds and $19 for 401 or 
more pounds.

Customers with a junk vehicle and 
title pay nothing, and metal is also free 
of charge. Recyclables mirror trash rates. 
The recycling details on the Saguache 
County website scrolls for more than 
600 words of detailed restrictions and 
definitions.

As the windy season blows through, 
hours of operation at the Saguache County 
Landfill vary with the weather. Customers 
should call the direct line — 719-221-
1956 — to confirm that the facility is open 
before driving to its location at 25125 
Kelly Rd. and CR 55. The Saguache 
County website also includes information 
about what is and is not acceptable.

Saguache County 
Landfill provides options

New Loan Officer hired at SLV Federal Bank
contributed

ALAMOSA — San Luis Valley 
Federal Bank recently hired Jesus 
Gonzalez as a Loan Officer, and he 
will assist bank members with their 
mortgage and consumer loan needs. 
Gonzalez is bilingual and will help 
the community’s Spanish-speaking 
members with their banking needs. 
He will be located at the bank’s West 

Alamosa branch.
He is originally from Michoacan, 

Mexico, and moved to Alamosa at 
a young age. He graduated from 
Alamosa High School and attended 
Adams State University, working 
toward a Human Performance and 
Physical Education degree. 

Mark Bechaver, CEO of SLVFB, 
said, “We are excited to have Jesus 

on our team. He understands our 
community and will provide valuable 
service to our members. We look 
forward to the excellent service that 
he will provide for our members.”
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LetterS

oPinion & editoriaL

This past week still saw Miss 
Trixie stuck in scenic Amarillo, 
Texas helping her father who 
suffered some real physical issues. 
Which means Ol’ Dutch has had to 
pull out some of the old Bachelor 
tricks to survive with her gone. 
What with shopping and cooking and 
cleaning and laundry already having 
to be done by yours truly, Miss Trixie 
is walking on thin ice as far as being 
needed around the homeplace. It’s 
not that I do not miss her as I truly 
do but I found out if you stay away 
too long pretty soon you are not seen 
as needed near as much.

That’s probably why my hunting 
trips don’t last all that long as I 
don’t want Miss Trixie to forget 
my handsome face and sparkling 
personality from lack of contact with 
the same.

Some poet by the name of Sextus 
Aurelius Propertius came up with the 
famous phrase, “Absence makes the 
heart grow fonder” as “Always toward 
absent lovers love’s tide stronger 
flows” in about 15 B.C. But from the 
look of his first name, he may have 
meant “abstinence makes the heart 
grow fonder” instead. For it is the lack 
of human touch that I think people 
miss the very most when a partner is 
gone and Ol’ Dutch is no stranger to 
those feelings for sure.

This past Sunday my son Bub’s 
was out of town for business and his 
wife the wonderful Tinkerbell invited 
me to go along with them to church. I 
had been attending of late with them 
and most of you know that any invite 
to be with Grand #1 and Grand #2 is 
going to be accepted.

So off I went come Sunday morning 
and met them there. Their church 
has coffee for free and donuts for 
purchase and Grand #2 had brought 
along her own dollar for some donuts. 
Normally, she is able to have one if her 
dad is there, but momma decided on 
a no sugar day and the tears flowed.

Church ended and we all went to 
the local Walmart for some supplies 
and Grand #2 looked and looked for 
something to spend her dollar on. 
She finally settled on some gum but 
didn’t have enough money to cover 
the cost. Good old Grandpa told her 
and Grand #1 that I would buy their 
choice and so at $1.40 per item they 
each got something sweet.

So, the dollar went back in the 
pocket, and we headed out the door 

Editor,
I am sending out a big thank you 

to San Luis Valley Great Outdoors 
(SLV GO!), our state and federal 
partners, city council and city staff, 
and the community for supporting 
the Recreation Economy for Rural 
Communities. The several-hour 
event over 3 days was enlightening 
and helpful as Monte Vista moves 

forward with plans to make our 
community better. I am very grateful 
for those who participated and made 
the time to have their voice heard.

The RERC was a nationally 
competi t ive grant  that  came 
th rough  the  Env i ronmen ta l 
Protection Agency (EPA), to help 
communities identify strategies 
to grow their outdoor economy 

and revitalize their Main Streets. 
The EPA has a dedicated staff to 
help rural communities with smart 
growth initiatives. It was rewarding 
to see those who partook in the 
weekend exercises engaged and 
enthusiastic. Looking forward to 
how we move forward. 

Gigi Dennis

Monte Vista City Manager

Editor,
I recently read a column in 

the opinion section from “News 
Literacy Project.” After doing some 
research on the organization I found 
its overall mission well-intentioned 
but perhaps a bit misleading in 
today’s media environment. Two 
examples for instance are that both 
the NY Times and Washington Post 
both endorse and donate to the NLP 
which is fine.

However, you must question the 
NLP’s mission up front with these 
two corporate media giants who 
are well-known to publish lies 
routinely. Probably the best way to 
fight “disinformation or misleading 
information” to use our own God 
given right to exercise our brains 
and using the 1st amendment. Treat 
citizens as adults so they can make 
up their own minds. Social media 
and corporate media are a huge 

problem.
However, the biggest problem in 

our country is more than likely the 
ability to think critically as opposed 
to following the herd. Or listening 
to a nonprofit backed by corporate 
media from Washington, D.C., or 
Boulder to tell you they have the 
magic website to find the truth.

Think for yourself, it is free.
Brian Tobler

South Fork

Out of the 
mouth of babes

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

happy as can be. Now it just so 
happens it was Grand #2 turn to ride 
with Grandpa and so we started for 
home. At the exit to the parking lot, 
we saw a beggar and my little soft-
hearted angel gave her only dollar to 
the man on the corner.

Now the lesson here is not to give 
money to everyone you encounter on 
the corner but more about obedience 
to her mother in not getting a donut got 
her more gum than she could afford 
and the ability to help someone else 
at the same time.

We talked about that at length and 
how many things had to line up for 
that to all happen, starting with Miss 
Tinkerbell asking me to go to church 
the day before. That and missing 
out on a donut, Grandpa going to 
Walmart with them, Grandpa buying 
their treat and her riding with me on 
this occasion. If we all only knew to 
trust God that much with all our lives 
how much happier we all would be.

Sitting in line for a taco at a local 
joint, Ol’ Dutch prayed aloud, “Dear 
Lord help me to get a house.”  Grand 
#2 seeing a teachable moment with 
her Grandpa told me that I am not to 
pray for my own things but to pray 
for others. So, I asked her to pray for 
a house for me, but she then said that 
since she was going to stay there a lot 
then she can’t do that either.

Man, I cannot win. But God is good 
and if we only look, He can be seen 
around us every day in everything 
we do.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Regarding News Literacy Project, 
think for yourself it is free

Big thank you to everyone who 
took part in RERC workshop

LetterS PoLicy
Let t e r s  a re  we lcome  and 

encouraged. They should be fewer 
than 300 words, unless arranged 
beforehand with the editor, and 
they are subject to editing for length 
and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the 
author and include a phone number 
and address where the author 
can be reached (these are not for 
publication). Letters forwarded 
from other organizations or sent 

to staff and not for print must be 
designated as such. Letters over 
300 words and without contact 
information will be returned to 
the sender or discarded. 

We will accept one letter per 

person, per subject, per four issues. 
We reserve the right to reject 
letters for reasons we believe are 
appropriate. Please send letters 
to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley 
Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte 

Vista, CO 81144 or e-mail to 
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.
com (Attention: Letter to the Editor). 
Deadline for letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited 
due to space constraints.
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San Luis Valley Scoreboard
Basketball 2022-2023

Thanks to these businesses for supporting SLV sports!

852-5700
859 Acequia
Monte Vista

Stone’s Farm Supply, Inc.
719-754-3453

On the corner of 3rd & Torres • Center

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook

BOYS
Class 1A Regionals

Sierra Grande 55 ..................................Peetz 50
Granada 61 .......................... Sangre de Cristo 27
Cheyenne Wells 36........................Centennial 33
Cheyenne Wells 46 ................. Sierra Grande 35

Class 2A Regionals
Sanford 62 .......................................... Haxtun 34
Merino 60 ....................................Monte Vista 57
Denver Christian 57 ...................... Del Norte 40
Sanford 59 .......................................... Merino 40
March 9th @ 5:30 pm @ Budweiser Events Center
#2 Simla vs #7 Sanford—Great-8

Class 3A Regionals
Centauri 51 ................................................Rye 29
Centauri 53 ............................Prospect Ridge 35
March 9th @ 8:30 pm @ Denver University
#3 Centauri vs #6 Windsor Academy—Great-8

Class 4A—Great-8
#6 Lutheran 65 .......................#3 Alamosa 56 OT

GIRLS
Class 1A Regionals

Kit Carson 64 .......................... Sierra Grande 24
North Park 49 ......................Sangre de Cristo 44
Class 2A Regionals
Del Norte 38 ...............................West Grand 20
Burlington 57 .....................................Sargent 16
Wiggins 45 ...........................................Center 18
Sanford 49 ......................................... Hayden 38
Wray 54 .......................................Monte Vista 43
Burlington 52 ....................................Sanford 32
Del Norte 42 ...........................................Simla 38
March 9th @ 11:45 am @Budweiser Events Center
#3 Burlington vs #6 Del Norte—Great-8

Class 3A Regionals
Centauri 55 .................................... Cedaredge 13
Centauri 42 ...........................................Olathe 34
March 9th @ 7 pm @ Denver University
#2 Centauri vs #7 St. Mary’s—Great-8

space, it offers seating for dining 
and a couch for relaxing. Skate 
videos roll in the background. 
Indian prayer flags dangle above 
the cash register. Art adorns the 
walls, and they sell a variety of 
products.  Tumbleweed Bread 
in Monte Vista attracts regular 
customers who clear the shelves.

The Berreths source as many local 
products as possible. For mushroom 
cultivation, Tylor said, “The only 
thing that’s not local is the oak. But 
the oysters [oyster mushrooms] I can 
grow on a totally local substrate.”

Tylor shared his dream of 
cultivating wild species. “I have 
a wild clone from my hometown 
in Colorado [Hudson, northeast of 
Denver],” Tylor said. “That’s really 
where my passion is, finding local 
species and cultivating them on local 
substrate.”

With their 1-year-old son Bo and 
an increase in customer traffic, the 
Berreths sought help recently. Joey 
Yonkoff from Del Norte comes in 
on Sundays to cook. He also coaches 
track in Alamosa and runs his own 
“pop-up restaurant.”

Like many downtown Saguache 
establishments, Breads and Botanicals 
is open Thursday through Sunday. 
“All the businesses are kind of 
synched up,” Tylor explained. Hours 
are 10 to 2, but Tylor added, “With 

Breads and Botanicals offers seating for dining and a couch for relaxing. Skate videos roll in the background. 

Indian prayer flags dangle above the cash register. Art adorns the walls, and they sell a variety of products.

Photos by Patrick Shea

Danielle and Tylor Berreth watch their son Bo open an 

early first birthday gift before the official celebration 
on March 9 when Breads and Botanicals visitors can 

enjoy a complimentary slice of cake.

Joey along with us, we hope to expand 
into dinners and bigger things like 
community dinners.”

Bo turns one on March 9. Everyone 
who visits can receive a free slice of 

birthday cake. The menu of the day 
will feature a variety of dishes with 
Porcini mushrooms. In a nod to a local 
species — Boletus rubriceps — Bo’s 
parents named him Boletus.

EATERY Continued from Page 1A

contributed

SAGUACHE COUNTY — A 
property tax exemption is available 
to senior citizens, qualifying disabled 
veterans, the surviving spouses of 
Gold Star veterans, and the surviving 
spouses of senior citizens or disabled 
veterans who were previously granted 
the exemption.

For people who qualify, 50 percent 
of the first $200,000 in actual value of 
their primary residence is exempted. 
The state pays the exempted portion 
of the property tax. Once approved, 
the exemption remains in effect for 
future years, and the applicant need 
not reapply. The General Assembly 
may eliminate the funding for the 

Senior Citizen Exemption or Disabled 
Veteran Exemption at their discretion 
in any year that the budget does not 
allow for the reimbursement.

Application requirements are as 
follows:

SENIOR CITIZEN 

EXEMPTION

The exemption is available to 
applicants who: a) are at least 65 
years of age as of Jan. 1 of the year 
of application, b) owned their home 
for at least 10 consecutive years as 
of Jan. 1, and c) occupy it as their 
primary residence and have done so 
for at least 10 consecutive years as

of Jan. 1.

Limited exceptions to the ownership 
and occupancy requirements are 
detailed in the qualifications section 
of the application. The exemption is 
also available to surviving spouses of 
senior citizens who previously met 
the requirements. The application 
deadline for 2023 is July 15. The 
application form is available from 
the website of the Colorado Division 
of Property Taxation or the county 
assessor of the county in which the 
property is located. The application 
must be submitted to the county 
assessor at the following address: 
Saguache County, PO Box 38, 
501 4th Street, Saguache, CO 
81149, 719-655-2521, mstephens@

saguachecounty.net.

DISABLED VETERAN 

EXEMPTION

The exemption is available to 
applicants who: a) sustained a 
service connected disability while 
serving on active duty in the Armed 
Forces of the United States, b) were 
honorably discharged, and c) were 
rated by the federal Department of 
Veterans Affairs as one hundred 
percent permanent disability through 
disability retirement benefits. 
Disabilities rated at less than 100 
percent and VA unemployability 
awards do not meet the requirement. 
The applicant must have owned and 
occupied the home as his or her 
primary residence since Jan. 1 of the 
year of application; however, limited 
exceptions to the ownership and 
occupancy requirements are detailed 
in the eligibility requirements section 
of the application. The application 
deadline for 2023 is July 1.

Applications are available from the 
Colorado Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs, from the website of 
the Colorado Division of Property 
Taxation or the county assessor of 
the county in which the property 
is located. Completed applications 
must be submitted to the Colorado 
Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs at the address listed below.

DISABLED VETERAN 

SURVIVING SPOUSE 

EXEMPTION

The exemption is available to 
surviving spouses of disabled 
veterans who had the disabled 
veteran exemption and who passed 
away prior to Jan. 1 of the current 
year. The property must be owner-

occupied and used as the primary 
residence of an owner-occupier who 
is the surviving spouse of a qualifying 
disabled veteran. The application 
deadline for 2023 is July 1.

Applications are available from the 
Colorado Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs, from the website of 
the Colorado Division of Property 
Taxation or the county assessor of 
the county in which the property is 
located. Completed applications must 
be submitted to the Colorado

Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs at the address listed 
below.

DISABLED VETERAN GOLD 

STAR SPOUSES

Beginning in January 2023, this 
exemption is available to surviving 
spouses of “Gold Star” veterans. The 
property must be owner-occupied and 
used as the primary residence of an 
owner-occupier who is the surviving 
spouse of a qualifying Gold Star 
veteran. The application deadline for 
2023 is July 1.

In early January 2023 applications 
were available on the Colorado 
Department of Mili tary and 
Veterans Affairs, from the website 
of the Colorado Division of Property 
Taxation or the county assessor of 
the county in which the property is 
located. Completed applications must

be submitted to the Colorado 
Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs at the following address: 
Colorado Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs Division of Veterans 
Affairs, 155 Van Gordon St., Suite 
201, Lakewood, CO 80228. Call 
303-914-5832, fax 303-914-5835 
or visit online vets.colorado.gov, for 
more information.

Property tax exemption available to senior citizens, disabled veterans
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Equal Housing 
LenderTrueLocalBank.com Member FDIC

Empowering Women through Financial Freedom
This Women’s Day, Del Norte Bank celebrates all 

the fierce and fabulous women out there!  Join us in 
empowering our future generations of women and invest 

in your financial success today!

Del Norte
719-657-3376

Creede
719-658-0126

(720) 227-4508
YandEdresscode@gmail.com

Owners: Evans & Benny Gonzales

412 San Juan Ave. • Alamosa

This Women’s Day, come and 
celebrate with us at Y&E Dress 
Code! Find the perfect clothes, 

accessories, shoes, and more for 
the perfect look. Plus, bring in this 
ad and get 25% off your purchase - 
what better way to celebrate YOU?! 

Shop now and show your style!

Celebrate Women’s Day
with 25% Off

Offer is good from 3/8/23 - 3/13/23

839 First Ave.
Monte Vista

(719) 852-8849 

THE

FINERY
boutique

Shop Online at
www.thefineryboutique.com

for delivery or 
curbside pickup!

Show your Style and Celebrate 
YOU this Women’s Day!

 This Women’s Day, come and celebrate with 
us at The Finary! With an amazing selection of 
clothes, accessories, shoes, and more, you’ll 
be sure to find the perfect look. Plus, bring in 
this ad and get 15% off your purchase - what 

better way to show your style?! Shop now and 
show your appreciation for all that you are!

206 Adams Suite B • Monte Vista
(719) 628-2888 • wildwoodblooms@yahoo.com

2023

March 8

contributed

FORT COLLINS — The annual 
forest health report, released Tuesday, 
Feb. 28, by the Colorado State Forest 
Service, details how ongoing warm 
temperatures and below-average 
precipitation create challenges for 
Colorado’s forests. Even though 
monsoonal rains came in 2022 to parts of 
Colorado, relieving some of the drought, 
it will take several years of adequate 
precipitation for trees to recover their 
natural defenses to bark beetle attacks. 
And these forest pests continue to expand 
into new areas with vulnerable, drought-
stressed trees.  

Large swaths of forests affected by 
forest pests and diseases increase the 
potential for large, uncharacteristic 
wildfire, making living with wildfire 
and watershed protection top priorities 
for forest management across the state. 
Additionally, having sufficient tree 
seedlings to reforest areas affected by 
wildfire and floods is another top concern 
for the future of Colorado.  

“Challenges persist for Colorado’s 
forests,” said Matt McCombs, state 
forester and director of the CSFS. “This 
report highlights how ongoing drought, an 
indicator of a warming climate, continues 
to stress our forests, setting the stage for 
insect and disease outbreaks and large, 
destructive wildfires. We know people 
continue to move into wildfire-prone 
areas as Colorado’s population grows 
and more homes are built in the wildland-
urban interface. These challenges are 
enormous, but the state is on the right path 
to bringing about fundamental changes in 
the landscape that protect water quality, 
reduce fuels and sustain our outdoor 
recreation economy.” 

Through collaborative, cross-
boundary forest management, grants, 
and education and outreach, the CSFS 
addresses these multiple challenges. 
Healthy trees and forests are fundamental 
to the Colorado way of life, and this 
report acknowledges the stressors on 
forests and the myriad actions taken to 
protect our forested landscapes.

2022 Key Forest Takeaways

The 2022 Report on the Health of 
Colorado’s Forests focuses on three top 
priorities for the CSFS and its partners 
for forest management in Colorado: 

• Insects and Diseases: Aerial survey 
data show Colorado has a new top bark 
beetle: the western balsam bark beetle 
affected more acres last year statewide 
than spruce beetle, which had held 
that title for a decade. Scientists from 
the CSFS and the U.S. Forest Service 
flew over 29.9 million acres of forests 
to spot insect damage and followed 
up with observations on the ground. 
Throughout the state, bark beetles and 
other pests continue to move into areas of 
Colorado’s forests with drought-stressed 
trees susceptible to attack. 

• Living with Wildfire: The number 
and intensity of wildfires in Colorado 
in 2022 was less than in previous years, 
but communities and homeowners must 
continue to take steps to reduce their risk of 
loss from wildfire. Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans are an important way 
for people to work together to prepare 
for wildfire, and the CSFS updated the 
guidelines for these in 2022. Funding 
from the legislature in 2022 will support 
a wildfire awareness campaign in 2023 
that will target individual homeowners 
with tips on how they can reduce risk to 
their homes and properties.  

• Watershed Protection: Colorado 
is a headwaters state, and residents of 
Colorado and 18 other states rely on 
water from our forested watersheds. 
Reducing the risk to infrastructure and 

Landowners can reduce their risk of wildfire by removing flammable 
materials, such as dead and dying trees or dense woody material, near 

their homes and other structures.

Ongoing drought leaves Colorado’s forests 
vulnerable to pests, other health issues

water quality from uncharacteristic 
wildfire is critically important, and 
the CSFS leads projects with partners 
across the state to safeguard this precious 
resource. 

Regional Forest Health Issues 

• Northeast Colorado: Long-term 
drought conditions continue to influence 
forest health in this part of the state. 
Foresters are monitoring a potential 
outbreak of mountain pine beetle in the 
Interstate 70 corridor near Black Hawk, 
and western spruce budworm is active 
in Jefferson and Park counties, affecting 
Douglas-fir, true fir and spruce trees. 

• Southeast Colorado: Dense forests 
and ongoing drought allow the spread of 
piñon Ips beetles; outbreaks can kill wide 
swaths of trees, altering the composition 
of piñon-juniper and ponderosa pine 
forests. Severe winds in April and 
May 2022 caused about 1,260 acres of 
windthrow in different areas, leaving 
downed trees vulnerable to bark beetles. 

• Southwest Colorado: Spruce beetle, 
mountain pine beetle, roundheaded pine 
beetle and western spruce budworm are 
the major causes of forest mortality in 
this region of Colorado. 

• Northwest Colorado: The risk of 
uncharacteristic wildfire remains high 
in this area due to the mountain pine 
beetle epidemic in the early to mid-2000s 
that left forests thick with dead trees, 
resulting in a large amount of fuel. Also, 
high-elevation forests in this area are 
losing stands of subalpine fir trees to a 
combination of the western balsam bark 
beetle and fungi that cause root decay.  

Courtesy photos

Flying over forests allows managers to 
detect disturbances from insects and 
diseases, such as this roundheaded 
pine beetle infestation in a ponderosa 
pine forest in the San Juan National 
Forest in Dolores County.

Each year, the forest health report 
provides information to the Colorado 
General Assembly and residents of 
Colorado about the health and condition 
of forests across the state. Information for 
the report comes from an annual aerial 
forest health survey by the CSFS and 
USFS, Rocky Mountain Region, as well 
as field inspections, CSFS contacts with 
forest landowners and special surveys.

For the first time, the report is 
exclusively online. Read the report 
and explore interactive maps of 
insect and disease activity at bit.ly/
ForestHealthReport.
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Of all the gifts we could ever receive, 
God’s gift of salvation is by far the most 
amazing and important one. Ephesians 
2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith—and this 
is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast” (NIV). 

We are saved by the grace of God 
through our faith in Him; our faith does 
not buy our salvation—it merely receives 
it. As Ephesians 2:8 says, salvation “is 
the gift of God.” It is impossible to buy 
a free gift, and this can be hard for us 
to understand. Our fleshly pride wants to 
earn and deserve this free gift and take 
credit for being worthy of it.

But salvation is given to us freely, 
by God’s grace, and the same way we 
receive Christ’s salvation, is the same 
way we have to live—by grace. God 
gives us His forgiveness and grace daily; 
we just have to believe and receive it.

How God Sees You
When God forgives your sins, it 

means all of your sins: past, present and 
future. You do not have to be afraid of 
sin because God has taken care of the 
problem. This is why the Gospel is such 
good news!

Some may worry that if we don’t fear 
sin, we will keep sinning on purpose, but 
that’s not true. If you are truly born again 
and really have a relationship with God, 
there is a new nature inside of you. 

Second Corinthians 5:17 says, “If 
anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come. The old has gone, the new is 
here!” 

Now, no one is perfect, and we 
all make mistakes sometimes. But 
if the Holy Spirit is living in your 
spirit through salvation, you won’t 
be comfortable with those mistakes 
because God’s nature is at work in you. 

The devil would love for us to feel like 
God is mad at us for our mistakes, but 
the truth is, God is love and we need to 
humbly accept His love and grace.

Changed by Grace
In John 15:5, Jesus says, “I am the 

vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing.” I love this scripture because 
it reminds me that God doesn’t expect 
me to change on my own. He is the 
power source and gives us the grace and 
strength we need to do what’s right and 
make changes in our lives.

Here’s how we cooperate with Him, 
doing what we can do to bring about 
change:

We hear the truth in God’s Word and 
we’re convicted by it. It’s the Word that 
shows us who we are and reveals the 
sin in our lives. We have to realize what 
we’re doing wrong before we can know 
what needs to change and how.

Then we repent of our sin. Being 
repentant means we’re sincerely sorry 
and willing to turn away from it. (See 1 
John 1:9.)

The next step is to study the Word in 
the area we need change. For example, 
if I have a problem with anger, I need 
to study scriptures about anger and 
forgiveness. Use the Word like medicine 
and take it into your heart and mind. 
James 1:21 says when God’s Word is 
rooted in our hearts, it “is able to save 
[our] souls” (NIV). There is power in 
God’s Word to bring change to our souls!

Receive All God Has for You and 
Enjoy Your Life

To experience God’s blessings and 
enjoy everyday life, we simply need to 
make the decision to believe Him and 
His Word more than our thoughts and 

The Gift That Brings 
the Greatest Joy

feelings. The Bible is our instruction 
manual on how to grow into the new 
nature He’s given us and become 
who He wants us to be. So take some 
time each day to read and meditate on 
scriptures that tell you about God’s love 
for you, who you are and what you have 
in Christ. 

Ephesians 3:17 is a prayer for 
believers in Christ to be “rooted and 
established in love” (NIV). God loves 
you; His will is for you to be His child and 
receive every blessing He has for you—
righteousness, peace, joy, provision of 
your needs, healing and restoration. In 
Christ, you have a personal relationship 
with your Father God, and you can hear 
from God and be led by the Holy Spirit, 
who lives in your spirit. In Christ, you 
have access to God’s grace and strength 
to do whatever you need to do. Because 
of God’s grace, you can enjoy your life!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
four-teaching resource The Gift of 
Everyday Joy. You can also contact us 
to receive our free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
LOVING PEOPLE WHO ARE HARD 
TO LOVE (FaithWords). She hosts 
the Enjoying Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air on hundreds 
of stations worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Let’s Dish it Out!
 Looking for a way to 

make your community 
a better place? Join The 
Dish! The Dish is an up 
and coming community 

organization focused on event planning and bringing 
people together through great food. Sign up now and 
help us build a stronger, more vibrant town. Contact 

thedish@gmail.com to get involved today!

DA releases arrest affidavit in death of 23-month-old girl in Conejos County
by PriSciLLa Waggoner

ALAMOSA  — Details  are 

emerging in the Feb. 3 death of 

a 23-month-old girl in Conejos 

County. Following an investigation 

conducted by the Conejos County 
Sheriff ’s Office (CCSO) with 
assistance from the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the 
girl’s babysitter, Denise Cordova, 
was taken into custody on Friday, 
Feb. 24, by CCSO. Cordova, 47, 
is facing charges of murder in the 
first degree and abuse of a child. 

According to court documents 

released by the 12th Judicial 
District Attorney’s Office to the 
Valley Courier, at 3:03 p.m. on the 
afternoon of Jan. 31, Lt. Antonio 
Galvez with the Conejos County 
Sheriff ’s Office responded to 
16625 County Road W.5 in Conejos 
County in response to a 911 call 
from a woman who said her little 
girl was not breathing. 

When Galvez arrived at the 
house, EMS was already on the 
scene. The child’s mother, whose 
name is not being released, and 
Cordova were in the house. Galvez 
assisted with loading the little girl 
into the ambulance, noting that he 
could see “swelling and bruises” 
on the child’s face. 

Galvez also noted that Cordova 

was “yelling and trying to explain 
what happened,” stating the toddler 
had “stood up in the stroller and 
fallen face-first on the ground.”

Galvez further reports that, while 

he was in the ambulance, Cordova 
came to the window and said that 
the girl “kept losing consciousness” 
after the fall, so she “kept hitting 

her on the back” and “if there were 

any marks, that’s where they had 

come from.”

Galvez and the child’s mother 

went with the girl in the ambulance 

that transported her to Conejos 

County Hospital. Once there, the 
child’s mother told hospital staff 
she had been at work when she got 
a call from Cordova that something 
had happened. When she got to 
her house, she found her daughter 
being “held up” by Cordova who 
was on the couch. She said her 
daughter was not breathing, and she 
immediately called 911. That call 
was received at 3:03 p.m. Cordova 
had told the girl’s mother that the 
incident had happened at 2:53 p.m.

Meanwhile, a CCSOP deputy 
and sergeant stayed on the scene 
with Cordova. The sergeant later 
reported that Cordova smelled of 
alcohol and had become “difficult 
to speak with.”

Due to the toddler’s critical 
condition, she was then flown to 
Children’s Hospital in Colorado 
Springs where medical staff told 
Galvez that the child’s injuries 
were not consistent with a fall from 
a stroller, an assessment that was 
supported by one of the surgeons 
at the hospital.

At that point, Sheriff Garth 
Crowther was contacted and, 
with assistance from CBI, CCSO 
launched an investigation into the 
incident.

That investigation, conducted 
over days, revealed significant 
contradictions and inconsistencies 
in Cordova’s account of what 
happened.

A deputy reported that Cordova 

said she had taken the little girl in 

her stroller for a walk down County 

Road W.5 toward County Road 16.9 

in Conejos County. They were on 

County Road 16.9 when, Cordova 

said, the little girl got excited at 
seeing sheep in a nearby pasture, 
tried to stand up on the footrest of 
the stroller and then fell from the 
stroller landing face first on the 
ground. Cordova drew a map for 
the deputies, showing the route she 
had taken with the child. 

Back on the scene several hours 
later, Lt. Galvez drove the route 
Cordova said she travelled to 
where he noticed a house located 
right next to where the incident 
allegedly occurred. The house had 
a clear view from its front door of 
County Road W.5 and “windows 
all around the house.” 

Galvez learned the resident of 
the house had a motion-activated 
“camera in the window facing 
County Road W.5 that would catch 
any traffic on the road.” Upon 
reviewing footage captured by the 
camera from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. — the 
timeframe during which Cordova 
said the incident took place — 
Galvez says there was no footage 
of Cordova with a little girl in a 
stroller on the road. The camera 
picked up all the traffic that was 
on the road, Galvez wrote, but no 
footage of where Cordova claimed 
she and the little girl in the stroller 
were walking.

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  o t h e r 
inconsistencies in Cordova’s 
account. In text messages retrieved 
by CCSO on Cordova’s phone, she 

writes that the straps on the stroller 

“broke,” which accounted for her 

falling from the stroller. 

When it was learned that the 

stroller was at Cordova’s house, a 

deputy recovered the stroller and 

brought it to CCSO where it was 
examined. Galvez writes the straps 
were not “frayed” but seemed to 
be cut with a sharp object. “I was 
unable to see any other evidence 
on the stroller consistent with the 
account.”

Text messages on Cordova’s 
phone also show inconsistencies in 
both timing and her talking about 
events sometimes in the past tense 
and other times in the present.

On Feb. 2, a team comprised 
of CCSO, DSS, CBI and the 
Conejos County prosecutor for the 
DA’s office had a Zoom call with 
Children’s Hospital staff. At that 
time, they were informed that the 
little girl’s condition was extremely 

critical and due to the extent of 

trauma to her head, it was not likely 

she would survive.

That proved true as, at 6:15 a.m. 

on Feb. 3, the 23-month-old girl 

was pronounced deceased.

Of all the information in the 
document released by the DA’s 
office, the statements noted by the 
CBI agent reviewing the medical 
chart are the most conclusive. 
Among those notations in the 
medical chart are 12 different 
statements from a total of six 
doctors involved in the little girl’s 
medical care, referencing child 
abuse or “non-accidental trauma.”

“The patient’s severity of injury 
does not match the reported story of 
the mechanism of injury, concern 
for abusive head trauma,” wrote 
Dr. Miya.

Cordova is currently being held 
in the Conejos County Jail with a 
$1 million bond.

Staff rePort

MONTE VISTA– Terrance 
Carter, 33, of Monte Vista was 
arrested on various charges 
last week after the Monte Vista 
Police Department served a 
search warrant in the 600 block 
of Jefferson Street, looking for 
stolen property from several 
thefts.

During the search of the 
residence, officers and agents 
with the Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation located several 
stolen items, a stolen handgun 
with the serial number partially 
ground off and heroin. Officers 
a l so  l oca t ed  a  mar i j uana 
grow within the residence. 

The handgun and marijuana 
were accessible to three young 
children who reside in the 
residence.

Carter was arrested and booked 
into the Rio Grande County 
jail on the following charges: 
possession of a defaced firearm, 
possession of a weapon by a 
previous offender (Carter is a 
convicted felon), secure firearm 
storage required, theft, unlawful 
possession of  a  control led 
substance and child abuse.

A news release from the 
MVPD said this is an ongoing 
investigation and no further 
information will be released as 
this time. 

Monte Vista man arrested 
on various charges

contributed

Donations of blood see a sharp 
decline during the winter months, 
but this doesn’t stop the need. 
According to Vitalant every two 
seconds, someone in the U.S. 
needs blood. Whether an ongoing 
health condition like cancer or 
the need for a blood transfusion 
from a traumatic injury like a 
motor vehicle crash, the need for 
donations is still there.

The Colorado State Patrol 
is partnering with Vitalant for 
the third year to advance its 
shared mission of saving lives. 
Registration is now open to donate 
blood during the month of March 
2023 for the Colorado State Patrol 
blood drive.

Sign up to receive an email 

invitation to donate by visiting 
https://northeast.vitalant.org.

When your email arrives click 
“Schedule Now” and pick the 
location and time that works 
bes t  for  you.  There  are  10 
permanent locations, including 
Grand Junction, Colorado Springs, 
Greeley, and Denver, to choose 
from. Plus, there are regularly 
occurring mobile locations such 
as North Colorado Medical Center 
and Pueblo Park West. Remember 
your photo ID and eat a healthy 
meal before donating.

By participating using this 
special link, the donation records 
you as part of the Colorado State 
Patrol blood drive team. Blood and 
platelets cannot be manufactured, 
they can only come from volunteer 

donors like you. Your single 
donation has the ability to save up 
to three lives.

Colorado is facing a critical blood shortage
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ATTENTION GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
The Saguache County Board of County Commissioners are accepting scholarship applica-
tions for graduating seniors who will be graduating high school in 2023. 
Commissioners will be awarding graduating seniors’ college scholarships that will be paid 
through the Marijuana Excise Tax funds.  
Scholarships may be used at a trade school, college or university but you must reside in 
Saguache County to apply and possibly receive scholarship funds. 
Applications are due by April 14, 2023 and are available through our website at www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov to download the application or by contacting Wendi Maez at 
719-655-2231 or by email at wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov. 

No. 1662 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, February 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 and April 6, 2023.

contributed

ALAMOSA — The Sangre de Cristo 
National Heritage Area (SdCNHA) 
recently announced its 2024 grant 
application cycle is open, as of March 1.

Grants awarded from SdCNHA are 
intended to encourage local cultural 
and historic heritage preservation 
activities, educational programs and 
support Heritage Tourism within the 
heritage area.

“Our past grantees have used 
grant funds to restore historic 
buildings; provide historical and 
cultural interpretation; restore or 
promote scenic, artistic and recreational 
resources; and to document culturally 
significant components of the way of 
life in the heritage area,” SdCNHA 
officials stated.

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage 
Area is administered by a non-profit 
board of volunteers who represent 
Alamosa, Conejos and Costilla counties. 
Heritage area grants are available to 
local schools, municipalities, and non-
profits annually. For more information 
about SdCNHA’s mission, vision, 
and a list of past grants, visit www.
sangreheritage.org.

The selection process is competitive, 
and applicants are encouraged to 
develop proposals carefully utilizing 
SdCNHA’s Management Plan Goals 
and Objectives. These resources are 
on the management plan page at www.
sangreheritage.org/mangagement-
plan/. Funding is available up to 
$25,000. Applications and guidelines 
can be found at www.sangreheritage.
org/collaborate/. SdCNHA funds 
development projects, archeology 
projects, survey and planning projects, 
and education projects.

Development projects involve 
excavation, preservation, stabilization, 

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 2024 grant cycle opens
restoration, rehabilitation, or 
reconstruction of a designated property 
or site.

Two examples of development 
projects funded by SdCNHA are the 
Rehabilitation and Restoration of the 
Denver and Rio Grande Depot at 
Antonito and Coach 256. Rehabilitation 
and Restoration of the Denver and 
Rio Grande Depot in Antonito was an 
exterior rehabilitation which included 
stucco repair and stone repointing. In 
addition, the historic exterior lighting 
was restored and new low profile, 
wood storm windows was fabricated 
and installed over the restored historic 
wood windows. The Denver and Rio 
Grande Depot at Antonito was placed 
on Colorado’s Most Endangered List 
in 2007.

Coach 256 is part of the Cumbres 
and Toltec Scenic Railroad Engine 168 
and Historic Car Project, which has 
been returned to a complete, vintage 
19th century passenger train, adding a 
new heritage tourism attraction to the 
area. Engine 168 and the four other 
passenger cars are important elements 
of this project. This has successfully 
recreated a passenger travel experience 
popularly known as “The San Juan” as 
it was in 1915.

Archaeology Projects involve 
the identification, documentation, 
preservation, and interpretation 
of archaeological resources. This 
includes prehistoric and historic sites 
as well as artifact collections. Section 
106 compliance-consultation of the 
National Historic Preservation Act 
will be required and should be part of 
your planning efforts. Sangre de Cristo 
National Heritage Area will assist 
with the completion of a Section 106 
application.

The following three projects received 

grants from the Sangre de Cristo 
National Heritage Area. An example of 
an archaeology project that was funded 
by SdCNHA is the Archaeological 
and Biogeographical Investigations at 
the La Botica Site. This exceptionally 
large and complex archaeological 
site located in the La Jara Canyon; 
preserves a unique record of American 
Indian lifeways spanning at least 8000 
years. The site is an important locality 
for the San Luis Valley’s Hispano 
residents, who have gathered medicinal 
plants there in the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. The demonstrated 
complexity and time depth of the site’s 
occupation, combined with its unique 
biological setting, make La Botica one 
of the most significant sites in the San 
Luis Valley.

The Paleo-cultural Research Group’s 
multi-disciplinary project aimed to 
better understand the site’s place in 
the regional cultural landscape as 
well as the factors that have shaped it 
over time. Their primary goal was to 
better document the site and its current 
condition, and to gather the baseline 
data needed to reconstruct the history 
of human use and changes in the local 
plant community.

Education Projects provide historic 
preservation information or information 
about historic sites to the public. These 
projects can include curriculum 
development, youth training, lectures, 
interviews, archiving and preservation 
of cultural information.

Two examples of an education 
project that were funded by SdCNHA 
are Congreso de Acequias and the 
Lifeways of the San Luis Valley Course 
and Lecture Series. Lifeways of the 
San Luis Valley Course and Lecture 
Series is a course and lecture series 
explored the cultural richness of the 

San Luis Valley within the context of 
the multitude of Southwester and Rio 
Grande traditions. The SLV geography, 
ecology, languages, and literature 
along with other elements of regional 
heritage, such as acequia systems, 
were exemplified in order to better 
understand local values and spiritual 
expressions of place.

Congreso de Acequias is a unique 
event which brings together the acequia 
community each year to celebrate and 
strengthen Colorado’s oldest farming 
communities. Acequias are a critical 
piece of the Heritage Area’s living 
history, celebrating the ancestors of 
those who settled under the Mexican 
land grants. The 2023 Congreso 
will give community members an 
opportunity to participate in the living 
history of the Acequia Community. 
It also provides critical water rights 
information to irrigators, as well as the 
opportunity to learn, cropping types, 
estate planning and the protection of 
an individual acequia through by-laws. 
The Congreso also showcases Costilla 
and Conejos County student artwork 
and writing skills about the Acequias 
using the annual poetry, coloring and 
poster contests.

Survey and Planning Projects 
involve identification, recording, 
evaluation, designation, and planning 
for the protection of significant 
historic buildings, structures, sites, and 

districts. This is not for the acquisition 
of property. Section 106 compliance-
consultation of the National Historic 
Preservation Act may be required 
for this project type and should be 
considered for your planning efforts. 
Sangre de Cristo National Heritage 
Area can help with the completion of 
a Section 106 application.

An example of a Survey and Planning 
grant that was funded by SdCNHA is 
Rainbow Trout Ranch Conservation 
Project. The historic property is a guest 
ranch, which has been in operation for 
over 85 years. Located on the Conejos 
River, it encompasses 590 acres. Highly 
visible from Highway 17 (Los Caminos 
Antiguos Scenic and Historic Byway) 
it provides substantial wildlife habitat. 
Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust 
worked with the owners to protect the 
land through a permanent conservation 
easement.

If you have an idea for a grant or have 
any questions about the grant process, 
email SdCNHA at info@sdcnha.org, 
call 719-580-7366 or visit the office 
located at 231 State Ave., Alamosa.

Applicants will be notified of status 
in October of 2023 and funding will be 
available in 2024.

Deadline to submit an application is 5 
p.m. June 1 — postmarked to SdCNHA, 
P.O. Box 844, Alamosa, CO 81101, or 
delivered by hand to 231 State Ave., 
Alamosa.
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Equal Housing 
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Del Norte
719-657-3376

Creede
719-658-0126

Good Luck,
San Luis Valley

Teams!

719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

K&J
THRIFTWAY

345 S. Worth St.
Center

(719)754-1937

Good Luck, Team!

La Jara 
Pharmacy, Inc

412 Main Street
La Jara 

(719) 274-5109

Serving our Community 
for over 40 years!

Prescriptions, Medical Supplies, Supplements, 
Gifts,  Soda, Snacks, Local Foods and More!

Good Luck,
Valley Teams!

1/
2
  mile east of La Jara on Sanford Hwy. 1403 Tremont, Alamosa

Good Luck,
at State!

P.O. Box 875
1525 E. Hwy. 160

Monte Vista

Cell: 719-850-2345
Tel: 719-852-0353
Fax: 719-852-3567

Don Wenta, Owner

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

Basketball Playoffs 2023

By Ken Hamrick
LA JARA — The third-ranked Centauri 

High School boys basketball team scored 
22 points in the fourth quarter as it went on 
to defeat Prospect Ridge Academy 53-35 in 
the Class 3A Region Tournament Saturday 
at the CHS gym.

The Falcons will advance to the Class 
3A Elite 8 which will take place this 
weekend at the University of Denver’s 
Hamilton Gym.

“These kids have big hearts,” said Cen-
tauri coach Larry Mortensen. “They played 
really good defense and I’m very proud of 
them. That’s a very good basketball team 
we played.”

Max Vacco scored two early baskets for 
the Miners. Kaleb Anderson put the Fal-
cons on the board with a jumper, but Vacco 
made two free throws for a 6-2 PRA lead.

Anderson made two from the line, then 
Chaz Holman made a pair from the line and 
then a 3-point basket for a 9-6 Centauri lead 
at the end of the first quarter.

Kallon Russell opened the second quar-
ter scoring, but David Agbosse scored for 
the Miners.

Holman scored two more baskets before 
Vacco scored again for the Miners. Holman 
made two free tosses, and Troy Sowards 

By Ken Hamrick
LA JARA — The second-ranked 

Centauri High School girls basketball 
team had a rough time with Olathe in the 
Class 3A Regional Tournament, but the 
Lady Falcons were able to defeat the Lady 
Pirates 42-34 Saturday at the CHS gym.

With the win, the Lady Falcons will 
advance to the Elite 8 which will begin 
Thursday at the University of Denver’s 
Hamilton Gym.

“The Olathe girls played hard,” said 
Centauri coach Troy Reynolds. “They 
came to scrap, and we knew they would. 
Our girls finally got as little composure 
and had a good run in the third quarter, 
and we held it from there.”

Amaya Garcia gave Centauri the early 
lead with a 3-point basket, and Caitlin 
Creel followed with a short jumper. Brae-
lyn Tucker and Abbey Smith both made 
one of two from the free throw line to give 
the Lady Falcons a 7-0 advantage.

Tyra Gray put the Lady Pirates on the 
board, and Sieanna McCall scored in 
the paint. Gray scored again to close the 
deficit to 7-6.

Lacey Johnson made two free throws 
for Centauri, and Smith drove for a layup. 
Delana Mountford scored four straight 
points, and Gray scored again to give 
Olathe its first lead of the game at 12-11.

Photo by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Chaz Holman 
makes a move to the basket past 
Prospect Ridge Academy’s David 
Agbosse (24) in Saturday’s Class 3A 
Regional Tournament game at the CHS 
gym. Holman scored 24 points as the 
Falcons defeated the Miners 53-35. 
Centauri advances to the Elite 8 where 
it will face Windsor Charter Academy 
Thursday at the University of Denver. 

Falcons come alive in fourth 
quarter to defeat Miners

made a jumper at the buzzer and the Fal-
cons had a 22-10 lead at halftime.

Kolton Jonson made one of two free 
throws to begin the second half, but Ezekiel 
Bote scored five straight points, and David 
Agbosse drove for a layup to reduce the 
Centauri lead to 23-17.

Troy Sowards gave the Falcons some 
breathing room with a layup. Vacco scored 
again, but so did Anderson.

Bote made another trey, and Vacco 
scored again to reduce the margin to 27-24. 
Russell made two free throws, but Stockton 
Rhodes drove for a layup. Russell made 
two more free throws for a 31-26 Centauri 
lead at the end of the period.

Rhodes began the fourth quarter with a 
jumper, but Holman scored again. Vacco 
made one of two from the line, but Holman 
made his second 3-pointer of the game. 
Troy Sowards scored a layup, but Vacco 
scored another basket.

Holman made two straight baskets to 
give the Falcons a double-digit lead at 42-
31. Travis Agbosse made two free throws 
but that would be as close as the Miners 
would come as Centauri made nine out of 
12 free throws in the final 2:44.

Holman led all scorers with 24 points, 
followed by Troy Sowards with 10.

Vacco was Prospect Ridge’s top scorer 
with 15 points.

Centauri (20-3) will play Windsor Char-
ter Academy in the state quarterfinals on 
Thursday. Tip-off is at 8:30 p.m.

“We just want to get there and then 
we’ll make as much noise as we can,” 
Mortensen said.

Photo by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Amaya Garcia 
(11) goes up for a layup against Olathe 
in a Class 3A Regional Tournament 
game at the CHS Gym. Amaya scored 
14 points in the Lady Falcons’ 42-34 
win over the Lady Pirates. Centauri will 
play St. Mary’s in the Elite 8 Thursday 
at the University of Denver.

Lady Falcons defeat Olathe 
to advance to Elite 8

Hannah Curtis made a layup to give the 
Lady Falcons a 13-12 lead at the end of 
the first quarter.

Mountford made a 3-pointer to again 
put Olathe into the lead, but Garcia 
answered with a trey at the other end. 
Mountford again put the Lady Pirates in 
front, but Creel scored again.

McCall sank two free throws, but Curtis 
scored again. McCall accounted for a 
layup, but Garcia made her third 3-pointer 
to give Centauri a 23-21 lead.

McCall made one of two from the line, 
and Gray hit a jumper and Olathe led 24-
23 at halftime.

Smith tied the score as she made one 
of two free throws, but Mountford put the 
Lady Pirates back in front with a layup.

Garcia and Tucker both scored for a 
28-26 Centauri lead. Garcia split at the 
line to extend the lead to 29-26.

Dreeana Waterman made a jumper for 
Olathe, but Smith drove for two layups in 
the final 1:25 for a 33-28 lead at the end 
of the period.

Smith opened the fourth quarter with 
two free throws, and she later added a 
three for a double-digit lead at 38-28. 
Garcia made two free throws, and Johnson 
scored a layup to give the Lady Falcons 
their largest lead at 42-31.

Gray scored three late points, but it was 

not enough as the Lady Falcons held on 
for the victory.

Garcia led Centauri in scoring with 14 
points, followed by Smith with 13.

Gray was Olathe’s leading scorer with 
13 points.

Centauri (21-2) will play St. Mary’s in 
the state quarterfinals. Tip-off is at 7 p.m.

“It’s going to be tough from here on 
out,” Reynolds said. “We’re going to have 
to play our best ball.”

Sanford boys, Del Norte girls advance to 2A Elite 8
By Ken Hamrick

ALAMOSA — Two more schools 
from the San Luis Valley have qualified 
for the Class 2A State Tournament Elite 
8 which will take place this weekend 
at the Budweiser Event Center in 
Loveland.

Sanford High School qualified in 
the boys tournament with a 59-40 win 
over Merino on Saturday at the SHS 
gym. The Mustangs got off to a fast 
start as they led 16-2 at the end of 
the first quarter. The Rams closed to 
within 24-12 at halftime, but Sanford 
increased their lead to 42-20 after the 
third quarter.

McCray Larsen led the Mustangs 
in scoring with 17 points. Ben Sittler 
scored 14 and Trason Gartrell scored 12.

Sanford defeated Haxtun 62-34 on 
Friday. It will play second-seeded Simla 
Thursday at 5:30 p.m.

In other Class 2A boys action, Monte 
Vista lost to Merino 60-57 at Sanford, 
and Del Norte lost to Denver Christian 
57-40 Friday in Ordway.

Del Norte High School advanced the 
Elite 8 in the girls tournament with a 
42-38 win over Simla Saturday at the 
DNHS gym. No other information was 

available.
The Lady Tigers defeated West 

Grand 38-20 on Friday. They will play 
third-seeded Burlington in the state 
quarterfinals on Thursday at 10:45 a.m.

In other girls action in Class 2A, 
Sanford defeated Hayden 49-38 on 
Friday, and it lost at Burlington 52-32 
on Saturday. Center lost to Wiggins 45-
18 in Fowler, Monte Vista lost to Wray 
54-43 in Julesburg, and Sargent lost at 
Burlington 57-16. 

Class 1A
There will be no SLV team that will 

compete in the Class 1A Elite 8 this year.

Sierra Grande advanced the furthest 
in the boys bracket, but it was defeated 
by Cheyenne Wells 46-35 Saturday 
at the SGHS gym. The Panthers were 
victorious over Peetz on Friday by a 
score of 55-50.

Centennial also played at Sierra 
Grande on Friday, but it was defeated 
by Cheyenne Wells 36-33.

Sangre de Cristo lost at Granada 61-
27 on Friday.

In the girls bracket, Sangre de Cristo 
lost to North Park 49-44 at home on 
Friday. Sierra Grande lost to Kit Carson 
64-24 in Springfield on Friday.
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley
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David Frees (left) accepts the ‘Emergency Manager of the Year Award’ 

from Saguache County Board Chair, Tom McCracken, presented on 

behalf of the Colorado Emergency Management Association.

Frees awarded ‘Emergency 
Manager of the Year’ for SLV

contributed

SAGUACHE — The Saguache 
County Board of Commissioners, 
on behalf of the Colorado Emer-
gency Management Association 
(CEMA), recently presented David 
Frees with the 2022 “Emergency 
Manager of the Year Award” for 
the San Luis Valley region. This 
award and acknowledgment are 
important as support came from 
all of his peers and others that have 
worked with Frees.

Frees has served as the Saguache 
County Office of Emergency Man-
agement’s Deputy Director since 
2020. In that time, Frees drastically 
improved the emergency manage-
ment program for Saguache County 
and helped coordinate one of the 
most robust emergency manage-
ment programs in the region, of-
ficials stated.

The Colorado Division of Home-
land Security and Emergency 
Management’s Field Manager, 
David Osborn, said, “Mr. Frees is a 
team player and robust community 
advocate. Saguache County was 
the new host for the Live Nation 
Multi-day Music Festival which 
included Headline Music Perform-
ers. This event was the single 
largest pre-planned incident ever 
experienced within the six-county 
San Luis Valley Region. Because 
of Mr. Frees’ intimate involvement 
in the planning and operational 
response to this event, we enjoyed 
excellent situational awareness that 
contributed significantly to the les-
sons learned and accomplishments. 
We would like to thank Mr. Frees 
for his professionalism, leadership, 
and strong emergency management 
support.”

Last year, Frees was also awarded 

the Colorado state-wide “Mike 
Gelski Award for Outstanding Vol-
unteer Achievement” by CEMA.

Frees joined the Villa Grove-
Bonanza Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in 2009 and currently serves 
as Captain and Department Train-
ing Officer. Frees has been a Team 
Leader and Technical Rope Rescue 
Technician with the Saguache 
County Search and Rescue Team 
since 2015. He has also been an 
Emergency Medical Technician, 
with the Northern Saguache County 
Ambulance District, since 2016. 
Frees graduated cum laude from 

Regis University of Denver with 
a bachelor’s in Biology/Chemistry. 
He also holds a master’s in Zool-
ogy; Lake and Stream Ecology from 
Arizona State University.

When Frees is not in a helicopter, 
an ambulance, or a firetruck, you 
can find him tending to the land at 
Thirsty Peak Ranch.

Frees’ contributions to his com-
munity and the field of emergency 
management have become a model 
for preparedness, response, and 
recovery efforts throughout Sa-
guache County and the entire San 
Luis Valley region, officials stated.

contributed

MONTE VISTA — Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife enacts seasonal 
closures across various State Wildlife 
Areas (SWAs) during specific times of 
the year that are critical for wildlife. 
To protect water birds during the nest-
ing season, CPW implements such 
closures at several SWAs across the 
San Luis Valley.

Higel, Playa Blanca, Rio Grande, 
Russell Lakes and Sego Springs 
SWAs are closed to all public access 
Feb. 15 through July 15. Addition-
ally, the wetlands portion of San Luis 
Lakes SWA is closed to the public on 
the same dates.

“These properties serve as impor-
tant areas for many species, including 
the federally endangered Southwest-
ern Willow Flycatcher, different spe-
cies of waterfowl, Sandhill Cranes, 
herons, etc.,” said CPW District 

Wildlife Manager Tyler Cerny. 
CPW staff does conduct regular 

work in these areas to manage weeds, 
water movement and various other 
projects, so it is possible that the 
public will see staff on site during 
these times of closure.

The closures add to two other clo-
sures at SWAs currently in place in 
the San Luis Valley:

Hot Creek SWA is closed to motor 
vehicles from Jan. 1 through April 30.

La Jara SWA, the property is closed 
to motor vehicles Jan. 1 until the last 
Thursday before Memorial Day. This 
year, that is May 26.

The purpose of those closures is to 
protect big-game animal winter range 
during the months elk and deer are 
most vulnerable.

For more information on seasonal 
closures, call the Monte Vista office 
at 719-587-6900.

Closures now in place to 
support nesting water birds 

across San Luis Valley

Photo by John Livingston/CPW

Birds such as the white-faced ibis utilize the Russell Lakes State Wild-

life Area during nesting season. Colorado Parks and Wildlife closes 

this State Wildlife Area to the public from Feb. 15 through July 15 to 

protect such birds.

40th year of viewing 
festival planned in 

Monte Vista
contributed

MONTE VISTA — As the Monte Vista 
Crane Festival prepares for its 40th year, 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife staff and volun-
teers will be assisting visitors to the event as 
it returns to a full in-person format.

The highlight of the three-day festival, to 
be held this year from March 10-12, is the 
spectacle of more than 20,000 greater sandhill 

cranes making their annual spring migration 
and stopping over in Southern Colorado as 
they transition from winter habitat to breed-
ing range in the north.

“This is one of the great wildlife migra-

The Monte Vista Crane Festival prepares 

for its 40th year. The highlight of the 

three-day festival, to be held this year 

from March 10-12, is the spectacle of 

more than 20,000 greater sandhill cranes 

making their annual spring migration 

and stopping over in Southern Colorado 

as they transition from winter habitat to 

breeding range in the north.

Courtesy photo

Migrating sandhill cranes arrive in San Luis Valley

Please see CRANES on Page 7
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Solution to last week’s puzzle

So often we say, “get out on the 
forest,” “go explore,” “I took this 
great trip last weekend,” “check out 
this peak or trail,” and so on, but it 
is winter, cold, and snowy. Maybe 
you just do not want to go outside 
to face the blowing wind and biting 
temperatures. Winter is a great time 
to bundle up and make memories 
of playing in the snow or taking 
the quietest hike as everything gets 
dampened by falling snow. But it is 
also a good time to curl up in front 
of the wood stove with a hot cup 
of tea and enjoy a book.

Our public lands offer much more 
than just areas to recreate on. They 
make a great playground or place to 
relax for many people throughout 
the seasons, but they also have 
value in their scenic beauty. From 
the comfort of your home, you can 
watch the temperature outside rise 
from negatives to reach only the 
teens by mid-day. You can still 
enjoy the National Forest just by 
sitting by the woodstove as it radi-
ates heat from logs cut last summer 
in the forest. It was hot work then 
- cutting, hauling, and splitting. 
Now it again provides warmth, this 
time for a more relaxing activity 
like reading, knitting, or watching 
television.

Through a window the mountains 
look beautiful after fresh snow, 
crisp white lines split by black cliffs 
all silhouetted against the clear 
blue sky. They are easy on the eyes 
from a couch, wrapped in a blanket 
with a good book. Others may post 
pictures and brag about the endless 
powder they skied or rode on their 
sleds. But for some it is not just the 
cold, but the ever-present danger 
of avalanches which is enough to 
keep you cozy in your home.

Perhaps, you live near the for-
est so you can enjoy the sight of 
the sun setting on the Sangre de 
Cristo Range, turning the snowy 
peaks red, orange, and pink in 
the evening. The changing light 
on mountain peaks, or the view 
through the forest of trees dusted 
with snow out a window is preferred 
by many to a city skyline full of 
blinking lights, or the roofs of 
houses in suburban sprawl.

A few days after a storm and 
once the plow drivers catch up to 
mother nature, the highways that 
wind through the forest make a 
spectacular drive. Forested can-

yons with trees laden with snow, 
mountains with white caps, and 
wind-swept mesas with cornices 
of snow hanging off their edges 
can be seen across the forest. The 
landscape is covered in a pristine 
white blanket with deep drifts and 
banks everywhere. Animal tracks 
cross the drifts, but a heated car 
is much more pleasant than post-
holing through feet of snow to 
check them out.

Driving from the San Luis Val-
ley up to Wolf Creek Pass, you 
can watch the snow accumulate. 
There is a little in the valley and 
the grasses and shrubs still show 
through. On the south facing slopes 
the snow disappears quickly. As 
you begin to climb in elevation the 
blanket of snow becomes smoother 
and thicker. The snowbanks along 
the sides of the road grow as you 
pass through South Fork. Once 
you leave town, the trees become 
laden, and the forest becomes a 
winter wonderland. The parking 
areas are full of snowmobilers and 
skiers as you head up the pass. 
When outdoor winter recreation is 
not your cup of tea, you are glad 
you do not have to back a large 
trailer into a small parking lot in 
the snow or dig your car back out 
to the road through a snowbank 
on a snowy day.

Watching the light change on the 
mountains, the snow pile up and 
melt off the trees, and the tempera-
ture rise and fall but never get above 
freezing from the comfort of your 
warm home is still a great way to 
spend the winter and enjoy the for-
est. Public lands are valued for their 
scenic vistas, habitat, resources, 
and recreational opportunities. So 
do not forget when you are looking 
out to the mountains, marveling at 
their beauty in the snow, you are 
enjoying your National Forest.

Hannah Fake is the San Juan 

Mountains Association Visitor In-

formation Coordinator on the Rio 

Grande National Forest. She loves 

to get out and play in the snow, but 

also likes to read a good book by 

the woodstove. 

Winter from Home
Land Water
and People

By Hanna Fake

$9 Combo Deal: 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Everyday!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

“We went on a Sat evening 
and was able to get a table 
and food came out pretty 

quickly. We ordered wings, 
meatball sub, and 2 pizzas 

(Philly and meat lovers). 
Everything was amazing.”

~ Paul K., Google reviews

Stop by and try our 
Delicious Mountain 
Puffs, served with a 

side of honey!

Also try our Entrée s • Sides
Beer & Wine on Tap, Self-Serve!

Letter

Editor,
This letter is in response to the 

article titled “US Highway 285 Road 
Cut Questions Answered.” The article 
includes two nice photos, but un-
fortunately, there is a fair amount of 
misinformation.

By the late 1860s, the “old Del Norte 
Road” led in a fairly straight northeast-
erly direction from Del Norte to Milton 
(an early town about a mile southeast of 
Saguache) passing through La Garita 
along the way. After reaching Milton, 
the road turned north and then west 
reaching Saguache on the east end. This 
was the main route between Del Norte 
and Saguache for at least 50 years. Even 
after the “Gunbarrel” was constructed 
in the early 1900s and mostly finished 
by 1919, it stopped three and a half 
miles south of Saguache. Travelers 
going to Saguache from the south still 
had to utilize the old road for those 
last few miles into town. For many 
decades, travelers did “go around on 
flat ground” instead of going over, or 

through, the hills.
Many townspeople decided after sev-

eral years of use of the “new” Gunbarrel 
(Highway 15 at that time, not Highway 
285) that they wanted a straight route 
from the Gunbarrel directly into town. 
By then Milton had long been an aban-
doned ghost town. The blasting of the 
hills began in October 1931 and the 
project was completed in 1932, leaving 
the roller coaster road cuts. The rolling 
hills remained until 1968 (not 1954) 
when the road cuts were widened and 
leveled.

The article statement that this new 
road gave “a straight shot to the junc-
tion of US 285 and Colorado Highway 
114 without going through the streets of 
Saguache” sounds like the new highway 
bypassed Saguache altogether. The new 
road followed 8th Street north and south 
and then turned onto Gunnison Avenue 
(east-west). This does not avoid going 
through the town’s streets but divides 
it in half, east to west.

No matter where a highway route 

might be put near Saguache, whether 
through the cuts or around on another 
path, there are deer and other wildlife 
moving through the entire area and 
crossing the roads. Currently, deer wan-
der into town and surrounding fields 
from all directions. And if the highway 
were to go around the hills rather than 
through the present cuts, there would 
be a blind corner where drivers could 
not see oncoming traffic. The current 
route is the safest.

I am certain that the Saguache towns-
people who originally promoted the 
road cuts would never have dreamed 
that over 90 years later, anyone would 
be confused and would question or 
“criticize” their decision. History mat-
ters and knowledge of it is important. 
Often the history of a location and 
existing conditions affect the decisions 
made. There are many similar road cuts 
on highways throughout Colorado. 
Take a look.

Bill Hazard

Saguache

More information on 
Saguache Road cuts
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Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Great NEW 

FALL Price: Tell us the code 
“ELK17” and you will get $17/
lb for Elk Grade A and $13/lb for 
Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of Del 
Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 
(TFN)

For information on meetings for 

ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-

YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
CSU San Luis Valley Research 

Center in Center seeks full-time 
salaried with benefits. Research 
Associate I Colorado Potato Cer-
tification Service Administrative 
Support and Lab Technician. Read 
full job description and apply online 
by 03/12/2023 for full consideration 
at: https://jobs.colostate.edu/post-
ings/121805. CSU is an EO/EA/AA 
employer and conducts background 
checks on all final candidates.
Del Norte Elementary School 

Teacher needed at the URGSD. 

We are seeking a hardworking and 
enthusiastic teaching professional 
to join our dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team for the 2023-2024 
school year. Applicants must have a 

bachelor’s degree or higher and pos-
sess or be able to obtain a Colorado 
Teaching License. Please submit 
your application, resume and cover 
letter to: Amy Duda, Principal at   
aduda@urtigers.co or contact Amy 
at 719-657-4050. Applications can 
be picked up at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. 

Personal Care Provider — A 
dependable/trustworthy, caregiver 
needed (part-time) for disabled 
daughter in the Antonito area $15 
per hour transfers needed. Contact 
719-588-9430 (3-29)

S Lazy U Trout Club located be-

tween Creed and Lake City desires 

Caretaker for the summer season, 
serious inquiries only to rocknred-
fish@yahoo.com (3-15)
Wolf Creek Ski Area is seeking 

full-time, year-around mechan-

ics. Our team has open positions 
for lead mechanics who are willing 
to learn as well as expand their 
skills and abilities. Applicants need 
to be positive, team oriented, self-
motivated, and must possess own 
tools/tool box. Reliable 4-wheel/all-
wheel drive vehicle is also a must. 
Knowledge of gasoline and diesel 
engines required. Mechanical and 
operational understanding of heavy 
equipment, snow cats, automotive 
electrical systems, hydraulics/hy-
drostatic drive systems, transport 
buses, and metal fabrication are all 
a major plus. WCSA offers com-
petitive wages along with career 
building opportunities. Starting pay 
between 50-100k, with benefits, de-
pending on experience and physical 
ability. Applications are available at 
www.wolfcreekski.com. Email to 
wolfcreekski@wolfcreekski.com 

or mail to P.O. Box 2800, Pagosa 
Springs, CO 81147. 

17 Real Estate For Sale
For Sale by Owner 1.98 acres In 
Monte Vista. Close to school and 
downtown $60,000 OBO 719-580-
1219

35.71 acres between Monte Vista 

and Alamosa on County Line 

Road, borders highway, good grass, 
easy access, power and ready to build 
on. Priced $109,000.  Call Bruce at 

Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-873-1700. TFN

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

7 Quarters with pivots, 9350 GPM 

well water, 25 Shares of Rio Grande 

Canal, 3 decrees of good water rights 
out of Carnero Creek, fenced, new 

200 pipe corral calf feedlot, good 
production and locations. Call Bruce 

at Steffens & Company Realty Inc 
719-580-0770. TFN

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note we are on a first come first serve basis.
Found together on 2/23 in Center at Sunset park and Garcia Street

Found on 2/23 in Del Norte on 5th Street

Found 
on 3/5 on 
Hwy 285 
South-
bound 
side, 
1 mile 
outside of 
Saguache
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Valley Wide Classifieds
32 Fuel & Heating

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam at 

Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. $190 
per cord. Delivery available. TFN

36 Miscellaneous 
Cash for quality non-fiction books 
and lp records. Jeff 720-315-9145 

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 

Call For Options and Prices. We 

Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-

erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500 
TFN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-

ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifica-
tions! Containers are water & rodent 

proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total 

Storage Solution! 719-850-0346 

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and 

Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 

Charge Controllers, and Batter-

ies in Brand Names of Outback, 

Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 

Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. TFN

38 Machinery, Tools, 

Equipment
For rent Wacken Neusen Thaw 

Unit 3,000 feet of lines, power reel 
and built-in generator. Call for rates 

daily or weekly 719-849-0367 (3-15)

44 Farm Services
Attention Farmer and Ranches: 
Seal your leaking livestock tanks, 
ponds & reservoirs with bentonite 
Spring Special 10% OFF. Rio Grande 
Bentonite. 719-580-6652

48 Pets and Supplies
Goldendoodle pups, hypoallergen-
ic, super curly, friendly. Up to date 
on vaccinations. Born June 5, 2022. 
Come see! $250. 719-480-0810 

65 Professional 

Services
Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-

vices: Window Washing, Concrete 

Cleaning, Exterior Washing - FREE 
ESTIMATE: (719) 490-9047 TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and plumb-
ing remodels at reasonable rates. 
Quick service. Call anytime, avail-

able weekends and evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. 

• We deliver over 30,000 copies 
locally at hotels, RV parks, tourist 
destinations and more and 
throughout the state at Welcome 
Centers and Visitor Centers, as 
well as to our readers through our 
weekly newspapers.

•We deliver your message to a broad 
audience for a small investment.

• We have proven readership of our 
publications based on decades of 
publishing.

•We know and promote the Valley 
on a daily basis and have been for 
over 75 years.

• We won’t charge extra costs for 
graphic design/production! •We’ve 
been printing Summer on the Rio 
Grande for many years.... we’re not 
new to this!

• We work with the advertisers all 
year and know their budgets, 
concerns, and the best way to 
display their message effectively.

Summer
on the

 Rio Grande
2023

Valley Publishing Inc.
P.O. Box 607 • 835 1st Ave. • Monte Vista • 719-852-3531

Why advertise in the
Summer on the Rio Grande

publication?

Give us a call to see how 

Valley Publishing’s

Summer on the Rio Grande
can work for you!
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{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 3/31/2023.

SLV REC CEO Loren Howard retires
contributed

MONTE VISTA— “’Did I do the 
right thing?’ Going home at the end 
of the day, I ask myself that question. 
‘Did I do the right 
thing for our coopera-
tive, the employees 
and 90 percent of our 
members?’ If I can 
answer yes to that 
question, then I sleep 
well at night,” Loren 
Howard stated when 
commenting on his 
11 years as CEO of 
San Luis Valley Rural 
Electric Coopera-
tive (REC). Howard 
retires in March, and 
Eric Ericksen will take over all duties 
as Chief Executive Officer on March 
13. Howard will stay on board to the 
end of March to help foster a smooth 
transition for Eriksen and REC em-
ployees.

Coming to REC from Holland Board 
of Public Works (Holland, Mich.) in 
November 2011, Howard was looking 
forward to having “many new profes-
sional challenges and opportunities.” 
He had previously served 22 years in the 
United States Coast Guard and worked 
at Packaging Corporation of America, 
Century Boat Company, and Colorado 
Department of Transportation. He 
earned a bachelor’s in Mechanical 
Engineering and a master’s in Business 
Administration in his many academic 
pursuits. He is also a registered profes-
sional engineer in Colorado.

Howard has seen many industry 
changes since starting in the business 
more than 40 years ago. The technical 
(back-end) of the electric system is 
completely different, due to whole-
sale deregulation and the creation of 
regional transmission organizations 
(RTO) and independent system op-
erators (ISO). In addition, “renewable 
energy is transforming the industry; 
wind and solar are changing where 
power is from,” he stated. 

On a more local level, Howard does 
not see huge changes coming for the 
electric cooperative.

“We’re the wires to your house; 
we’re the end-user provider. I don’t 
see the fundamentals of our business 
changing even with solar on your house 
and someday the implementation of 
microgrids. No technology will change 
the wires and poles to your house. I 
do think demand will change, but the 
basics will not.”

Throughout Howard’s history of 
being at REC, one of the accomplish-
ments he is most proud of is summed 
up in one word: Ciello. His pride for 
REC’s broadband division is very 
evident in the way he talks of it. “I’ve 
been around broadband since 1993. 
When REC’s Board of Directors 
wanted to bring it to the Valley, I said, 
‘ok, let’s go.’ We brought in someone 
to do a feasibility study—market-
ing, engineering and financials, and 
everything looked okay. Then we 
did a second round of market and 
financial studies, and we went for it,” 
Howard said.

“I would like to think I’ve changed 
people’s lives here [by bringing fiber 
broadband Internet to unserved and 
underserved areas].” He would not 
have changed a thing along the way. 
“We didn’t wait for grant money. If 
we did, we’d never be where we are 
today. We just went and did it.” 

“In the future, maybe grants will 
help build out fiber in other areas 
that are difficult to justify financially, 
but we did what we needed to do to 
get the job done at the time, and I’m 
proud of that,” Howard said, “I hope 
20 years from now, maybe someone 

will think, ‘I remember Loren Howard; 
he brought fiber to the Valley.’” 

“My best memory of working at 
REC … every day. There have only 

been two days since 
I’ve been here that I 
didn’t want to come 
to work. I’ve loved 
every other day of 
the last 11 years,” he 
commented.

Creede Hargraves, 
REC Board Direc-
tor commented, “I 
have only had the 
pleasure of working 
with Loren for a short 
time; but the first 
thing that struck me 
in both meeting him 

and working with him was his high 
degree of professionalism. I have seen 
a great deal of respect afforded him, 
from both other board members and 
the staff of SLVREC. He has shown 
a real desire for service of the coop 
and the communities that are served 
by it. His service and experience will 
be missed.” 

So, what is next for Howard… “I’m 
retiring,” he laughed. “I’ve never been 
good at having fun when I know there’s 
work to do. Can I just play all the time? 
I struggle with that concept.” As a new 
Monte Vista City Councilor, Howard 
will be able to keep himself somewhat 
busy. “I’ve thought about being on 
City Council before, but never could 
commit the time. With my impending 
demise here at REC, the time is right,” 
Howard commented.

Howard also plans to travel with his 
wife Karen; they are looking forward 
to a future trip to Scotland. “As of 
right now, Karen is excited for me 
to be home more, but we’ll see how 
that goes. Sometimes you realize you 
might not want what you asked for,” 
he laughed. 

In addition, his two children have 
been asking him for years: “when 
are you going to retire and come 
visit us more?” That is in his plans 
too— visiting his daughter Rebecca 
and her husband James in Denver and 
his son Micah and his wife Kendra in 
Washington D.C., as well as his eight 
grandchildren.

Additionally, he will find more time 
for his hobbies: rebuilding jeeps, ama-
teur radio, hiking, and rock climbing, 
and he might even try to finish getting 
his private pilot license. The San Luis 
Valley has been the perfect home for 
Howard and his wife. “Anywhere 
above tree line is literally my heaven 
on earth. When we moved here in 
2011, we were 228 miles away from 
my son and his family and 228 miles 

from my daughter and her family. It’s 
the perfect place to be,” Howard said.

According to REC Board Director 
Carol Lee Dugan, “Loren has been 
an energizer for the entire SLVREC 
Board. He encourages every board 
member to think out of the box pro-
ductively. It has been exciting to see 
SLVREC’s progression under his 
leadership.”

“I am enormously grateful for being 

a part of REC. I love working for the 
members and customers of REC and 
Ciello. The employees here are the 
best I have ever had a chance to work 
with. It’s a great organization with few 
struggles; this makes it hard to walk 
away. My heart will always be with 
REC and Ciello, and I’ve told the board 
and the employees several times, ‘if 
you ever need me for any reason, I’ll 
be there,’” Howard concluded.

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
658-2848

121 N. Main
Creede

Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Holy Moses

Check out the 
New Shipment 
of Enamelware.

Lots of
new pieces.
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez
Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

tions in the country that people can 
actually get out and see,” said CPW 
Education and Volunteer Coordina-
tor Catherine Brons. “The Monte 
Vista Crane Festival is an exciting 
event that CPW and our wonderful 
volunteers take pride in being a 
part of, and we love this chance to 
reunite with some volunteers who 
have assisted with this for decades.”

Those interested in attending of-
ficial event sites to see the sandhill 
cranes and other bird species can re-
serve tickets at https://mvcranefest.
org. CPW staff and volunteers will 
support outdoor scope sites and be 
on hand to help answer questions.

CPW will also host a booth at the 
Outcalt Event and Conference at 
SLV Ski Hi Complex in Monte Vista 
throughout the event to provide ad-
ditional information and learning 
opportunities.

Attendees may also attend a talk 
from 1-2 p.m. Saturday, March 11, 
regarding elk on the San Luis Valley 
refuge complex. The $5 presentation 
will be led by Doug Ouren, the Elk 
Distribution and Dispersal Coordi-
nator for CPW’s Habitat Partnership 
Program. Tickets for speaker events 
at the Monte Vista Crane Festival 
are available online.

“We are thrilled to see this event 
return to full in-person activities 
and are looking forward to engaging 
with the public to provide educa-
tional opportunities along with all of 
the festival’s partners,” Brons said.

Cranes are migratory birds, and 
the Rocky Mountain population 
of greater sandhill cranes is esti-
mated at roughly 20,000. Much of 
the population spends its winter 
in nesting grounds south in New 
Mexico, Arizona and Mexico and 
will migrate north in the spring to 
summer breeding grounds in Idaho, 
Montana and Wyoming.

Cranes are among the oldest living 
species on the planet, with fossil 
records dating back 9 million years. 
The birds that migrate through 
Colorado are the largest of the North 
American sandhill crane subspecies 
standing 4-feet tall with a wingspan 
of up to 7 feet and weighing in at 
11 pounds. Besides their imposing 
size, the birds issue a continuous 
and distinctive call.

The Monte Vista National Wild-
life Refuge sees thousands of sand-
hill cranes each day during this time 
of year. The Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge will be open one 
hour before sunrise and one hour 
after sunrise for crane viewing. 
Cranes may also be viewed at the 
Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge 
southeast of Alamosa and at CPW’s 
Rio Grande, Higel and Russell 
Lakes State Wildlife Areas. CPW 
asks the public to please observe 
the seasonal closures at the State 
Wildlife Areas.

Cranes are most active at dusk 
and dawn when they move from 
nighttime roosting areas to fields 
where they feed. People attending 
the crane festival’s viewing sites 
may also see eagles, owls, turkeys 
and a variety of other raptors and 
waterfowl.

Birdwatchers should be cau-
tious when parking, getting out of 
vehicles and walking along roads. 
View birds from a distance with 
binoculars and spotting scopes 
and observe trail signs and closure 
notices.

Those who attend the Monte Vista 
Crane Festival are encouraged to 
dress warmly with winter tempera-
tures and wind always expected.

For more information on the Mon-

Courtesy photo

CRANES Continued from Page 1

te Vista Crane Festival, go to https://
mvcranefest.org/festival/; or www.
fws.gov/refuge/Monte_Vista. For 

more information on State Wildlife 
Areas in the San Luis Valley, go to: 
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo.
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home! 
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft. 
Home with attached garage on 9.04 
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek. 

This Home has several outdoor 
entertainment areas with wrap 
around decks too enjoy the 360 

views of the San Juan Mountains. 
The main level has an open floor 
plan with great room and grand 

fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large 

kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state 
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located 
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot 

cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk 
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs 
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and 

great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home 
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all 
your entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful 
furniture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home. 

Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal 
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear 
Creek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold 

medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public 
land. Start your Adventure! Don’t wait, Call, and schedule your showing 

today! $1,650,000  MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!
Must See Custom-Built 
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial 

Property in Fabulous South 
Fork, CO. Great Highway 
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built. 
The building was built for 

retail with many amenities. 
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor 
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large 

open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. 
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead 

door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low 
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside 
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large 
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New ¾ 

custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built 
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot 
water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design 
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office – etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. 
There are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired 
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired 

for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and 
propane hot water heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much 

POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing 
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety 
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-

als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail 
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and 

schedule your personal showing today! $1,250,000  MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a 
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the 

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The majestic South Fork River 
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishing is just a short walk from 

the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, dining and living 
area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log cathedral 

ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living 
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all 

your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink 
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include 

radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. 
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is 
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master 

bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub. 
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping 

area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large 
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow 

above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods 
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. 

Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960
37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Check out this small 
diverse farm. The home 

is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq 
foot, historic adobe that 
has been fully and beau-

tifully restored. Enjoy 
Colorado from the large 
(768 sq ft) open porch. 

This home sits on 126.06 
deeded acres of land 

situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil 
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production 

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by 
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a 
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has 
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new 

side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new 
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage 
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado 

just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos. 
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area 
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa, 

New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park 
is about 45 minutes north. $600,000  MLS #797313

12272 County Road R5 • San Luis

FOR SALE!

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This 
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home 
is your perfect retreat. Open 
Split floor plan with beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, 

large windows taking in the 
breath-taking outdoor sunlight 
and mountain views. Complete 

with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with 
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and 

butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and 
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads 
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private 
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master 

bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower 
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the 
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning 

cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious 
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers 
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio 
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world 

class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your 
private showing today! $1,250,000  MLS #798101

497 Timberline Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. 
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log 

cabin with upgrades galore! 
Located in Log Haven. 

Tucked along the mountain 
side backing up to national 

forest with beautiful views of 
the surrounding cliffs. Open 
living room, dining, kitchen 
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep 

you cozy and warm all winter 
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops. 
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The 
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot 
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to 

the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional 

bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy 
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes 
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town 
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed 
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a 
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South 

Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million 
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy 
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike, 

camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text 
and schedule your showing today! $345,000  MLS #800364

31517 Us Highway 160 • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

FOR SALE!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

We work 

hard for 

you!

You Don’t Need 
Luck To Sell Your 
Place, You Need A 

Local Expert!
Call/Text Bernadette

719-850-1993

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 

Text 134436 
to 25678 for 
more info- 

Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

429 Lake Drive, 
South Fork

6 bedrooms, 5 
bathrooms, 4,632 
Square feet. Luxu-
ry log home with 

home theatre, 
gorgeous views. 

6.25 acres, Willow 
Park, South Fork. 

MLS# 795671  
$1,550,000

SOLD

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

0 Old Homestead Road, 
Del Norte

48 acres bordering 
National Forest. Easy, 

year-round access, both 
Forest Service Road AND 

a county-maintained 
road to the lot line. Ride 
out and enjoy without 
trailering your ATV or 

snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222

Text 134434 to 25678 for 
more info

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

701 County 
Road 20

3 bedroom 3 
bath full log 

home on 1 acre. 
Two-car garage 
with unfinished 

apartment above.
Air B&B OK
MLS# 800522

UNDER CONTRACT
IN 7 DAYS

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Charming 
Restaurant in 
Fort Garland
703 4th Ave

All equipment 
included - even a 

smoker!
CLEAN and 
READY TO 

GO!
Perfect for a 

coffee shop or 
Restaurant

MLS# 801021

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  

$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots, 
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power 
to lot line, great roads, gated 
community. Email Dee for 

an interactive document with 
photos, videos and descrip-

tions of each lot.

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Steffens &
Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee is a 4th generation 

SOUTH FORK NATIVE with 

a love for the upper end 

of the San Luis Valley.

3D Virtual Tours• Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photographer 
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

271 Birch 
Street

3.5 acres of 
commercial 

land in 
South Fork
Between the 
Post office 

and the 
Church of 

Christ
$375,000

MLS# 
800638
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