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Shorts

Del Norte Rotary
Golf Tourney set
for July 7

DEL NORTE — The Del Norte
Rotary Golf Tournament is set for
July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and
Resort in South Fork.

The formatis4-person scramble,
low foursome score. The costis $125
per person and includes lunch.
Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register or for more
information, contact Julia York at
719-657-4546.

Alamosa fireworks

at the fairgrounds

ALAMOSA — In cooperation
with the City of Alamosa, San
Luis Valley Federal Bank recently
announce its 25th annual fireworks
show will be on July 4, at the
Alamosa Fairgrounds at 9:30 p.m.
The show is free to the public.

Intheeventofbad weather ordry
conditions, the show will be moved
to a later date.

San Luis Valley Federal Bank will
regularly post updates and notices
regarding the event. Visit www.
slvfed.bank, for more information.

Karissa Rodriguez
makes spring 2023

Dean’s List

TOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn
Universityhasannouncedits spring
2023 Dean’s List honorees. To
qualify for the Dean’s List, a student
must be enrolled in 12 hours of
graded credits and earn a semester
grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99.
Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is
a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.

Shepherd
performing in
Creede on July 2

CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd
will be performing from 2-4 p.m.
on July 2 at Basham Park in Creede
as part of the Creede Arts Council’s
summer concert series.

Shepherdisan Americanasinger-
songwriter, whowasbornandraised
in Alaska. He is currently residing
in the mountains of Colorado. He
wants nothing more than to write
and perform songs that tell stories
and make you want to sing along.

Shepherd also owns and operates
the Shepherd Music Experience, a
music school centered on the innate
creative abilities that exist within all
his students — children and adults
alike.

For more information, contact
Creede Arts Council at creedearts@
outlook.com. To view CAC'’s entire
summer lineup, visit online www.
creedeartscouncil.com/music-in-
the-park.

Climbers rescued on

By CusTER COUNTY SEARCH

AND RESCUE

SAGUACHE COUNTY — On
the morning of June 19, a request
for mutual aid was received from
Saguache County for Custer County
SAR (CCSAR) to respond to a party
of four who had trouble on the
descent from Crestone Needle.

Two members of the party were
able to descend to their camp at
South Colony Lakes while the other
two were separated from each other
on the standard route and became
stranded. One of the stranded
climbers was able to activate his
Garmin inReach which enabled
communication and an accurate
location. At 4 a.m. CCSAR fielded
a team to hike and climb to the
climber’s position and to help locate
the second stranded climber. At 7:30
a.m. the party of two reunited and

Please see RESCUE on Page 2A

Crestone eedle descent
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Custer County Searchand Rescueresponds tostranded climberson June 19.
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San Luis Valley County Commissioners Association meeting in Alamosa on June 26.

Two killed in
two-vehicle
accident on

Highway 285

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

CENTER — An accident
involving a “near head-on
collision” between a 2018
Chevrolet Cruze and a pick-up
truck on Highway 285 claimed
the lives of two people on
Monday afternoon.

The accident occurred at mile
post 66.5 on Highway 285, just
a few miles north of where 285
intersects with Highway 112.

According to Capt. Nathan
Lyons with the Colorado State
Patrol, at 3:49 p.m. on Monday
afternoon, a 37-year-old
woman was travelling with four
passengersina Chevrolet Cruze
headed northbound on Highway
285 when she traveled into the
southbound lane, colliding with

See ACCIDENT on Page 2A

DA says Colorado
Bureau of
Investigation to staff
new Alamosa office

By JoHN WATERS

ALAMOSA — Commissioners
from throughout the Valley met in
Alamosa on June 26 for the quarterly
meeting of the San Luis Valley County
Commissioners Association meeting.

During public comment, Darius
Allen and Larry Crowder both spoke
in favor of the agenda item for future
commissioners’ meetings to include
an invocation. Later in the meeting,
commissioners unanimously voted in

favor of the item.
Please see ISSUES on Page 6A

CPW provides tip for keeping you and

CONTRIBUTED

DENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing
important information to keep you, your family and
your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 11-year-
old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while biking near
Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s quick action.

Why are people bitten and what is the result?

Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy,
seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite

Please see SNAKES on Page 5A

It is common for rattlesnakes to bask in the sun on
roads or trails to warm their bodies. Use caution
when biking or hiking in areas with rattlesnakes.

Photo courtesy of Wayne D. Lewis/ CPW
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Teenager arrested in connection to stabbings at Cole Park

Occurred on
the 2nd night of
Carnival by the Rio

By PrRisCciLLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — In a heavily
redacted police report obtained
by the Valley Courier from the
Alamosa Police Department
(APD), officers with the APD
report that, between 11 and 11:30
p.m. on the night of Friday, June
9 — the second night of “Carnival
by the Rio” — anincident occurred
resulting with a juvenile suspect
being taken into custody after
allegedly stabbing three adults.
The incident took place in Cole
Park where the carnival was held.

The suspect’s name and date of
birth are not being released due to
his juvenile status, but statements
included in the report suggest he
is about 15 years old.

Following the alleged assault,
Steven Mattfeldt, 57, Chris Fowler,
56, and Santiago Ramos, 20, were
transported to a local hospital.
Mattfeldt and Fowler were treated
for their injuries — and later
released. Ramos, who suffered
multiple stab wounds to the back,
was transported to a hospital in
Denver with his condition, at that
time, listed as critical.

The juvenile suspect has been
charged with two counts of assault
in the first degree — a class three
felony, one count of assault in the
second degree — a class four felony,
disorderly conduct, and tampering
with evidence.

Accordingto statements made in
an interview with an APD officer
by Mattfeldt, the carnival owner, a
“group of younger people” had been
at the carnival the night before and
had allegedly stolen some of the
stuffed animals. The “same group,”
he says, returned the nextnightand,
after the carnival had closed for
the evening, were in an altercation
with each other and standing on
the owner’s tables.

In his statement, Fowler, one of
Mattfeldt’s employees, said he had
approached the group and told
them to leave but, Fowler said, “they

wanted to pick a fight”

Mattfeldt then confronted the
group. “Wordswere exchanged”,and
a fight broke out. Fowler, Santiago
Ramos — a newer employee who
came to help — and Mattfeldt were
all stabbed during the altercation.

Initially, three juveniles were
thought to be involved. Two of the
three were leaving the scene when
APD arrived after on the scene
on a report of a stabbing. The two
juveniles were quickly apprehended
by officers.

The third juvenile suspect was
found on the ground where he was
being held by several of the other
carnival employees. According
to the report, he still held a knife
in his hand and both hands were
covered in blood.

All three juveniles were
transported to APD. After their
guardians came to the station and
they were interviewed by police,
two of the three were released.

When the mother of the juvenile
suspect arrived, both were advised
of their rights followed by an
interview of the suspect by an APD
officer. The juvenile suspect said he

wouldbein the 10th grade nextyear
and understood why he was there.
When asked what happened, the
juvenile suspect held up his hands
and said, “I did what I did” He
repeated that same phrase several
times during the interview.

The teenager’s responses to the
officers’ questions suggested that
he leads a somewhat solitary life.
Although his mother has custody,
he lives with his grandmother and
has no close relationships with his
parents, siblings or friends. When
asked who was the person he was
closest to, the teenager said himself.

He also told the officer several
times that he “didn’t care” about
what happened to the victims.
But, later in the interview, the
officer basically called him on that
behavior.

“I told (him) it seemed like he
cares more than he’s saying he does,”
the officer wrote. “He advised he
does, but it is what it is. He said
he’s going to go to PYC and get
good behavior and hopefully be
out in 6 years. I asked if that is
where he wanted to end up and
he said no, but that is where he is

Photo by John Waters

The Carnival by the Rio held in Cole Park, Alamosa, was the site of a

stabbing that injured three.

ACCIDENT corinued rom poge 1 oo

a pick-up truck being driven by a
72-year-old man from Saguache.
The pick-up truck was hauling a
gooseneck trailer.

Lyons says the car “didn’t quite hit
the truck head on, it was more of a
sideswipe” The collision resulted in
the deaths of two of the five people
in the Cruze. All five people were
wearing their seat belts.

Following the accident, the driver
of the Cruze, identified as Becky
Thompson, 37, of Phoenix, Ariz.,
was transported to Rio Grande
Hospital where she was pronounced
deceased. A 15-year-old boy,
who was sitting in the back seat
behind Thompson, was pronounced

deceased at the scene. His identity
is not being released.

The remaining three passengers
— including Thompson’s fiancé
and two other children — were also
transported to thelocal hospital where
it was determined that Thompson’s
flancé sustained serious injuries while
the two remaining children did not.

The driver of the pick-up truck,
identified as Timothy Steadberg, was
uninjured in the collision.

Alcohol or drugs were not a factor
in the accident, and it was believed
that the Cruze driver drifted off to
sleep. Lyons says the five people in
the Cruze were traveling to Denver
to visit the children’s grandmother.

“The Colorado State Patrol wants to
expressour deepest sympathiesto the
family and friends of the two people
who died in thisaccident,” Lyons told
the Valley Courier. “It’s also important
tonotethatall the occupants were seat
belted. As tragic as this accident was,
it could have been so much worse if
people had not been wearing their
seatbelts”

Lyons further emphasized that
driving while feeling tired is truly as
dangerousasdrivingwhileintoxicated
or under the influence of drugs.

“If you're feeling sleepy, no matter
what time of day it is, youneed to pull
over and rest until you feel refreshed
and ready to drive,” Lyons says.

R E S C U E Continued from Page 1A e ——_—

continued to descend safely where
they met up with the CCSAR team.

The Crestone Needle is a difficult
Class 4 Climb accessed from the
South Colony Lake Trail startingatan
elevation 0f 9,900 feet. The summit is
14,196 feet. It is considered one of the
mostdifficult Colorado 14ersto climb.

According to Custer County
SearchandRescue, “Whenascending
and descending different routes,

it is imperative that both routes
are researched thoroughly. If you
are having trouble descending in
the dark, we recommend staying
together asa group and waiting until
first light to continue moving.
“Currently, the conditions
on Broken Hand Pass require
mountaineeringequipmentincluding
ice axes, helmets, and traction
devices such as crampons (preferred)

or micro-spikes. Temperatures and
weather conditions are still spring-
like, and hypothermia can become
a real risk even at this time of year.
Carrying portable battery chargers,
two-way communication devices
like the Garmin inReach headlamps
with extra batteries, appropriate
equipment for your activity, and
extra food/water/layers is highly
recommended.”

going. He again said he was going
to do six years because he tried to
kill somebody, with no intent, but
did stab someone. He said he never
wanted it to go this way, but he did
what he did, and they know what
they did”

In several places, the officer also
noted that the teenager was crying
in his report.

OBITUARY

After the interview was
concluded and the juvenile suspect
was medically cleared, he was
transported to Pueblo Youth
Corrections, awaiting further
judicial proceedings.

Whether Santiago Ramos
remains in critical condition 10
days after the stabbing is not known
at this time.

Martha Ann ‘Marty’ (Adams) Steward

Martha Ann “Marty” (Adams)
Steward, 90, was welcomed into the
arms of Jesus on June 18, 2023. She
lived a full life and touched many
hearts on her earthly journey.

Martywasborn to Dorothy (Fuchs)
and John “Smiles” Adams on July
14, 1932, in Del Norte, Colo. She
lived her early life in Del Norte and
frequently visited her grandparents’
ranch outside of town where she
tished the Rio Grande and rode
horses. She graduated from Del Norte
High School and went onto get her
Bachelor’s degree from Adams State
College.

She married Jack Steward in 1953
and raised three children, Doug,
Daveand Deb. She was devoted to her
children and Jack often commented
that she was the biggest kid of all.
Marty spent the majority of her
teaching career in Sterling, Colo.,
where she was a member of the First
Presbyterian Churchand servedasa
youth group leader for several years
passing along her passion for God
to future generations. She and Jack
bought property in Creede in the
50’s, thus planting family roots deep
in the Creede region. They spent
several summer breaks living in the
one-room cabins, making lifelong
memories, and passing along their
love of all things “Creede” to their
family.

After retirement she couldn’t
give up her passion for teaching, so
returned to her childhood hobby of
skiing by becoming a ski instructor
at Wolf Creek Ski Area. Marty also
served the Creede community as an
EMT on the ambulance service. She
loved her golden retrievers, walking,
fishing, spending time with family,
playing games, laughing, playing the

guitar and studying and worshiping
her Heavenly Father.

Family that went to Jesus prior
to Marty are her parents, John and
Dorothy Adams of Del Norte, Colo.,
sister, Colleen Pughe from Del Norte,
Colo., her husband Jack Steward,
Creede, Colo., and her son, Doug
Steward of Monte Vista, Colo.

Marty’s bright smile and laugh will
be missed by her brother John Adams
of Laurel, Mont., son David (Carol)
Steward of Greeley, Colo., Daughter
Deb Haverfield (Gary) from Monte
Vista, Colo., six grandchildren, six
great-grandchildren,and many nieces
and nephews and friends.

Celebration of Life willbe held Aug.
12 at 11 a.m. at the Creede Baptist
Church (600 La Garita St., Creede,
Colo.) with a light lunch to follow.
In lieu of flowers please consider a
donation to: Creede Baptist Church
Youth Group, POB 151, Creede, CO
81130, or to the Mineral County
Ambulance, POB 381, Creede, CO
81130.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care
of the arrangements. To leave online
remembrances, words of comfortand
tributes for Marty’s family, please visit
www.RogersFunerals.com.

SERVICE ANNNOUNCEMENT

John Patterson

John Patterson Memorial Celebration: Saturday, July 1, at 11 a.m. at the
Ski-Hi Complex. Live music, cash bar, some food. Everyone is welcome.
Bring your favorite Farm Art and or photo to display.

PROFESSIONAL

s12/wee

Call 852-3531
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

No good deed

I am sure that most of you have
heard the old phrase, “No good deed
goes unpunished.”

Youalsoknowbynowthat Ol Dutch
likes to include some background of
the origin of such phrases here so
that you, my readers, will have some
intellectual-sounding fodder to bring
up at the next social meeting you
attend. So, I went to the source for
everything, aka The Internet, and
there seems to be some schism about
who came up with such wisdom.

One source swears up and down
it was first attributed to old Walter
Map’s 12th-century De nugis
curialium wherea characterissaid to
have, “left no good deed unpunished,
nobad one unrewarded” Butanother
search engine attests the phrase to
one Oscar Wilde, a famous Irish
poet and playwright born way back
in 1854. Miss Trixie upon hearing
his birthdate thought it pertinent to
ask Ol Dutch if he knew old Oscar
since she thinks I may be older than
dirt after my last birthday.

Moving on, O.W. did say “no good
deed goes unpunished” in its purest
form so we will chalk one up for
the Irish and let him have the credit
this time.

What it means is whenever a
person doesagood deed for someone
just out of the abundance of their
heart let us say, somehow the doer
many times gets the short end of the
deal. Take for instance one of your
friends gets stranded in a broken-
down car. You put on your Good
Samaritan shirt and shoes, rush out
there, spend all day helping them
tow them to town. And that is all
well and good but what can happen
is while you are out there a truck
goes by and dumps a whole passel
of nails on the road and you end up
ruining four tires.

Now this does not mean you
should curtail your good deeds as
they may help you get in the Pearly
Gates, if you are short on good
conduct credits.

So, Ol Dutch found himselfin the
perfect spot — so I thought — to help
some poor soul along life’s highway
last Sunday. Having shuttled some
fishermen up the river, I decided
that it was time for me to wet a line
and went up to an area lake to fly
fish the stream coming into it. I was
doing good just minding my own
business — which I should have kept
doing - when two young boys began
trying to fly fish beside me. It was
a pathetic display of whipping and
pounding the water and OI' Dutch

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

decided to teach them a few things
about casting a fly.

They were overjoyed to learn how
tothrowand soonIhadthemtossing
loopafterloop acrossthe stream. And
O’ Dutch was feeling prouder than
a peacock in Spring until I stepped
back and fell into a hidden beaver
den. Down I went sloshing and
thrashing into the cold morass and
looking to the boys for ahand up, but
all I saw were four eyes staring back
at this old man in total disbelief at
what they were seeing. I did finally
extract myself from the watery grave
but not before filling both boots, all
my pockets and my wallet with ice
cold rocky mountain spring water.

Ido have to admitIlaughed all the
way back to the truck at the sight I
must have been as I went down like
atrap door had been pulled out from
underneath me. It was the first time
I have fallen in probably in 10 years,
so I still feel pretty good about that,
albeit a tad soggy.

Last week was not all bad, as I was
abletoassistin the rescue ofa woman
from the river as my good deed and
that deed had no bad payback. So, I
guess I willkeep trying to help others.

My mother always told us that
whenyoudoagood turnforsomeone
that God will repay you and so far,
she has been right. And when you
take thatattitude then you never have
to feel as though you got shorted in
any situation. So, get out there this
week and help a friend, neighbor,
and if you are Godly enough, help
an enemy. God keeps score, you can
bet on that and who better to reward
you for your deeds than Him.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Coopet, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com.
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Restoring the land can
feel a lot like fun

By Rick KNIGHT

Drivingbackto Colorado State Uni-
versity with a van full of students after
a day of working to heal some beat-up
land north of Fort Collins,Iwondered:
Could ecological restoration be a new
form of outdoor recreation?

Wed spent the day building a saw-
buck fence around a spring. From the
spring, gravity would carry the water
through a pipe to a stock tank in the
middle of the pasture.

On this land protected by a conser-
vation easement, cowswould nolonger
drink, pee and poop while trampling
the spring’s vegetation. The spring
could recover while the cattle drank
clean water elsewhere.

My students had spent the day
outdoors in the company of their
classmates doing challenging physi-
cal work. At the moment, though, the
young people were trying not to fall
asleep as we neared town.

Yet all day I'd seen the light in their
eyes, and I could tell they felt pride
in learning and exercising skills they
hadn’t had before. They also clearly
liked theidea of giving somethingback
toland that would never be developed.

This kind of volunteer work — The
Nature Conservancy got us involved
— addresses many problems today
that we've come to call crises: species
extinction, climate change, soil loss,
and the decline of both water quantity
and quality. Fortunately, many non-
profit groups, along with some owners
of private lands that are protected by
conservation easements, offer people
an opportunity to improve damaged
lands.

In my home watershed of northern
Colorado, we often work with the
nonprofit Wildlands Restoration Vol-

unteers, a statewide grassroots group
established in 1999. To date, it has
completed over 1,000 projects on pub-
lic lands assisted by more than 40,000
volunteers, who have contributed over
$10 million in time and expertise.

Wildlands Restoration Volunteers
includes people from both cities
and rural areas who agree with what
Wendell Berry wrote: “The care of the
Earth is our most ancient and most
worthy, and after all, our most pleas-
ing responsibility. To cherish what
remains of it and to foster its renewal
is our only hope”

At the end of the 20th century,
scientists from around the world got
together tomeasure our planet’shealth.
Shockingly, they reported that three
out of every four acres of the Earth’s
surface were in a degraded state.

The urgent global need to restore
our damagedlandsand watershasalso
caused the United Nations tonamethis
the Decade of Ecosystem Restoration
(www.decadeonrestoration.org). It’s
clear that we have yet to locate the
sweet spotofa sustainable relationship
with our world.

For humans to have a future on
Earth, we need to reverse the erosion
of soils, pollution of air and water, and
weakening of the natural ecosystems
thatsupportus. Ecological restoration
can attack those problems while also
playinga critical role in the drawdown
of atmospheric carbon dioxide, send-
ing it back into the plants and soils
where it belongs.

Although restoration and recre-
ation have much in common, there is
a major difference between the two.
While outdoor recreation fulfills one-
self, ecological restoration gives back
totheland. Not thatbenefiting oneself

is bad;
one of
the rea-
sons we
recreate
is for the
regen-
erative
powers
ofspend-
ing time
in na-
ture.

But
adding
restora-
tion into
the do-
main of outdoor recreation could
go a long way to enhance our time
outdoors. I've found that when a
group acts to restore the health of
soil, land, plants and animals, the
people involved always feel better
about themselves.

As author Robin Wall Kimmerer
put it in “Braiding Sweetgrass,” “...as
we care for the land, it can once again
care for us” By restoring damaged
lands and waters, we still find joy in
the outdoors, but we also give back
to the home planet that sustains us.

Let’s seek out that work, turning
it into something we do outdoors
together, restoring lands and water
while at the same time re-creating
ourselves.

Writers on
the Range
by Rick Knight

Rick Knightis a contributor to Writers
on the Range, writersontherange.org,
an independent nonprofit dedicated
to spurring lively conversation about
the West. He is professor emeritus of
wildlife conservation at Colorado State
University.
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Improvements ahead for two Colorado
National and Scenic Historic Byways

Silver Thread Byway to
benefit from funding

CONTRIBUTED

DENVER — Two of the state’s
southwestern byways will be getting
some enhancements after receiving
a $640,250 grant from the Federal
Highway Administration’s National
Scenic Byways Program.

Several improvements are planned
forthe Alpine Loop Byway, connecting
Lake City, Ouray, and Silverton, and
the Silver Thread Byway, between
Blue Mesa Reservoir and South Fork,
including:

 Anopen-air picnic pavilion (Silver
Thread)

« Eleven toilets (seven double ADA
vault toilets; three composting vault
toilets; one single ADA vault toilet)
(Alpine Loop/Silver Thread)

« Safety pullouts on Engineer Pass
and Cinnamon Pass (Alpine)

« Additional safety pullouts between
Eureka and Animas Forks (Alpine)

o Installation of an open-deck
Dark Skies observatory and
interpretive site on Slumgullion Pass
in the decommissioned Slumgullion
Campground (Silver Thread)

The grant application was a
collaborative effort between four
counties, four municipalities, two
ranger districts, one Bureau of Land

Management field office, and several
nonprofit organizations.

“Ourregionisexperiencingasteady
increase of tourism in this scenicand
historicregion,” said Hinsdale County
Commissioner Kristie Borchers. “We
are pleased to accept this grant award
for vital upgrades to infrastructure”

Both also are designated as
Colorado Electric Byways, requiring
each route to have sufficient charging
infrastructure in place for electric
vehicles to complete the entire
length of the byway. Fourteen of
the state’s byways are designated
Electric Byways. More information
is available at: https://oedit.colorado.
gov/electric-byways-tourism-toolkit.

FHWA awarded $21.8 million to
33 byways in 29 states, including
five Tribal lands. These are the first
National Scenic Byways Program
grants awarded since 2012.

Thirteen of Colorado’s 26 byways,
including Alpine Loop and Silver
Thread, are designated as America’s
Byways, meaning they are nationally
recognized by the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation for their outstanding
scenic and historic attributes.
Colorado has the most nationally
designated byways in the U.S. The
collection also includes 10 National
Forest Scenic Byways and two Bureau
of Land Management Back Country

Byways. Learn more about these
scenic and historic road trips that
preserve the state’s culture, history
and natural wonder by visiting www.
ColoradoByways.org.

CDOT established the Scenic and

Del Norte hosts music in the park,
brings back Mercado Market

BY LYNDSIE FERRELL

DELNORTE — Summer has made
an appearance and the Del Norte
Chamber of Commerce recently
announced that Music in the Park and
Mercado DelNortearebackandbetter
than ever. This summer partnership
with the Town of Del Norte brings the
farmer’s market together with great
music throughout July.

Local and visiting bands create
a unique and family-friendly
opportunity Thursday night in River
Front Park, just north of the railroad
track in Del Norte. The stage is set,
and the lineup is as follows, on June
22 the program kicked off with Milo

Crestone's dtho

0 am o Skwwalkfrun
(1300 Parade Start

Hayes Meld out of Salida and the
reviews were amazing. This week,
on June 29, come listen to UZ out of
Taos, N.M., for a flavorful musical
experience. July 13 will feature local
band The Rifters out of Alamosa and
July 20 come listen to Float Like a
Buffalo of Denver.

To close out the summer and in
partnership with the South Fork
Music Association and the Town of
Del Norte to kick oft Rhythms on the
Rio music festival, the community
is invited to a performance of Dane
Arnold & The Soup from Tulsa, Okla.

Thursday evenings in downtown
Del Norte will also include Mercado

uly Celebration

L | 11.1'\ ‘ .-j
o O ‘\ir' LJ,

NOON o NationalAnhem
(2139 pm o LIVE music -

3 Live music performances

artisans, craft vendors, food trucks =
water balloon fight, pie baking contest,

and a Soap Box Derby race with a

3500 Grand Prize sponsored by; +ounral

Del Norte Farmer’s Market which
features fresh produce provided
through Sol Mountain Farm, vendors
with unique, homemade wares, food
vendors and more.

Historic Byways program in 1989. In
addition to supporting the state’s 26
byways, the program includes two
All-American Roads, 10 National
Forest Scenic Byways, and two Bureau
of Land Management Backcountry

Courtesy photo
CDOT established the Scenic and Historic Byways program in 1989. In addition to supporting the state’s 26
byways, the program includes two All-American Roads, 10 National Forest Scenic Byways, and two Bureau of
Land Management Backcountry Byways.

Byways. The statewide system is
comprised of nearly 2,600 miles of
roadway through 48 of Colorado’
64 counties. More information is
available at www.codot.gov/travel/
colorado-byways.

Deadlines for SLV Lifestyles and
local weekly papers

Lifestyles news...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
News for all paid papers...Monday, noon

Classified ads...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
Legal advertising...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
Display advertising...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week

The Bible teaches us that its God’s
will for us to help hurting people.
In John 13:34-35, Jesus says, ‘A
new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another”
(NIV). Matthew 22:37-38 says, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment. And a second
is like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself”

The love message is the power of
the Gospel. It's so simple: Love God
and love your neighbor as you love
yourself. We often think we need
someone to love us, but what we really
need is someone to love. And the
world is desperate for real love, so it
isn't hard to find someone who needs
to be loved.

We live in a society that drives
people to selfishness. So much of the
advertising we see and hear influences
us to want more and more and to never
be satisfied with what we have. But the
more selfish and self-centered we are,
the less power we have to do good and
help others.

The good news is we have what we
need in Christ to overcome a selfish
“What about me?!” mindset and
lifestyle. We have the power of God’s
love! It’s the answer to every dilemma
and problem in our society today. And
as Christians, our goal is to represent
Christ in the world and show His love.

What Is True Love?

Love is not just a feeling, or a
theory, or a nice word. It’s action—it’s
the way you treat people...what you
do for others. Love will always cost
you something: time, energy, effort,
money, giving up your pride, doing
what’s right when you don’t feel like

Discover the Truth
About Love

it, keeping a good attitude when you
don't get your way.

Loving the way God loves means
you love when there’s nothing in it for
you; it’s all about giving out and not
expecting anything in return. Were
called to outreach, not in-reach. Real
love is about dying to self and living to
love others.

Now, you have to understand that
before you can love others, you have to
experience God’s love in your own life,
because you can’t Fé\ive away something
you don't have. Then you have to be
willing to ask God to teach you to love
the way He loves. When you do this,
God will enable you to reach out and
help someone else. I know this works
because I've lived it.

Discover the Freedom to Love and
Be Loved

I used to be selfish, self-centered,
always thinking about how I could get
my way. And I was miserable. See, I
loved God and wanted to love people,
but no matter how hard I trieg to be
sweet and nice to everybody, all of
my trying was getting me nowhere.
I was cranky, hard to get along with
and impatient. God showed me the
Eroblem was that I didn’t like myself
ecause of the shame of my past. I
grew up in an abusive home, and I
elt guilty, condemned and ashamed
because of it. I had to accept God’s love
for me before I could love anyone else.

So 1 decided to study God’s love
in the Word, pray for God to change
my heart, and confess what His Word
says about His love for me. Every da
I would say out loud, “God loves me,’
and I would say it over and over to
purposely keep this truth in my heart
throughout the day. After a year of
doing this, I finally got a revelation
about God’s love for me.

Now I am able to receive God’s love
and love others the way Jesus taught

Moving Up Higher
it

oyce ;
Meyer ¥in

us to love. I don't do it perfectly all
the time, but I've come a long way
and am making progress every day.
My prayer is, “God, show me how I
can ﬂel others. Make me a blessing
everywhere I go. I want to live to love
You and others.”

Every day I look for ways to add
value to people I come in contact with.
I can honestly say that learning how to
love others with God’s love has made
me the happiest I've ever been! The
truth is you can’t be selfish and also be
happy or have peace.

Make it your goal each day to
pursue God’s love and then give it
away. First Corinthians 14:1 (AMP)
says to “eagerly pursue and seek to
acquire [this] love [make it your aim,
your great quest].” So go after it with all
your might, and ask God to make you
a blessing everywhere you go! You can
do something to help someone. You
can live to love, just like Jesus.

=

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
three-part teaching resource What Is
Love? You can also contact us to receive
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or
visiting www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND
and THE ANSWER TO ANXIETY
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit
WWW.joycemeyer.org.

PleJas}e’: ngf[e: Zg1'he views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the respective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer
Ministries.
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if possible. Most of the time,
rattlesnakes will not strike at people
unless they feel threatened or are
deliberately provoked.

While attacks on people are rare
and usually not fatal for a healthy
adult, bites are very painful and
should always be taken seriously.
Bites can have an increased effect
on children and pets due to their
smaller size.

Ecology and Behavior

A basic understanding of the
biology and behavior of rattlesnakes
can help you avoid unwanted
encounters. Rattlesnakes often
warm themselves in the sun, hunt,
migrate and den in the same areas
year after year.

Rattlesnakes are not built for
speed, waiting in the same locations
for hours, or days fora preyanimal to
walk by. Because of their slow speed,
rattlesnakes will usually stand their
ground when threatened.

Rattlesnakes use camouflage to
blend in with their surroundings
and in most cases will ignore people,
thinking you cannot see them.

Ifasnake coils up, or makesarattle
noise, you are too close and should
move away slowly. Steppingback just
afew feet can convince the snake you
are not a threat.

Rattlesnakes shelter in winter
dens during the coldest months
and resume activity in April or
May, migrating several kilometers
in search of food.

Snakes are often seen during
the spring and fall when cool
temperatures require them to bask
in the sun on warm surfaces such
as pavement or rocks near trails or
roads.

Hunting usually occurs in the
late afternoon and evening once
the snakes have warmed up their
bodies. When temperatures allow,
rattlesnakes may also prowl for food
in the early afternoon or at night.

Awareness and Avoidance

The best way to avoid dangerous
encounters with any wildlife is
awareness and avoidance. Always
be aware of your surroundings using
your eyes and ears, and avoid wildlife
that you see or hear.

Watch for snakes basking in open,
sunny areas such as pavements,
rocks, trails or roads. It is acceptable
to walk off trail to avoid them.

Watch where you place your hands
and feet at all times, watching for
areas such as rocks or logs that could
be sheltering a rattlesnake.

Do not hike with headphones or
earbuds in so you can listen for a
rattlesnake’s distinctive rattle.

Protectyour feetand anklesas they
are usually closest to rattlesnakes.
Sturdy leather boots afford good
protection; do not hike in sandals
or flip flops.

Use extra caution around dusk
when human visibility drops. Use
a light and be sure to wear boots,
even in camp.

Travel in groups. More people
means more opportunities to see
or hear a snake and more people to
call emergency services in the event
of a bite.

Whattodoifasnakeisencountered

If an encounter with a snake is
unavoidable, take these precautions
to stay safe:

Freeze in place. Snakes are often
heard before they are seen. If you
hear a rattlesnake, FREEZE in place
until you or a companion can locate
the animal. Attempting to move away
fromasnakeyou can't see maylead you
closer toit! Even if the snake is in plain
view, freezing movement will reduce
the threat you pose to the snake and

help you calmly assess the situation.

Establish space between you and
the snake as they can strike from a
long distance. A good rule of thumb
is to put at least five feet between
yourself and the snake. If possible,
move slowly back the way you came.

Leave the snake alone. NEVER,
under any circumstances, should you
try to catch, kill, provoke or move a
rattlesnake. One-third of people who
suffer snake bites were bitten as a
result of trying to handle or kill the
snake. Move around the rattlesnake
at a safe distance out of its way.

Ifyou find a snakein your home or
garage, call your local wildlife office
for directions. In urban areas, many
pest control companies can remove
them for you.

Keeping your pets safe

The best way to keep your pets
safe from rattlesnakes is to keep
them on a six-foot leash as required
on most public lands in Colorado.
Dogs in particular are known to be
curious animals thatignore a snake’s
defensive posturing.

If you live in an area where
rattlesnakes are common and must
letyour pets outside, try to eliminate
rock piles or grassy areas that could
harbor snakes or common prey. Doa
quick patrol of the area beforeletting
your pets roam free.

Many dog training facilities in
Colorado offer snake avoidance
training for dogs, teaching them to
avoid the sight, scent and sound of
a snake.

A rattlesnake bite can have an
increased effect on pets due to their
small size. In the event of a bite, seek
immediate veterinary attention and
call the clinic ahead of time. Do not
attempt to kill or catch the snake for
identification.

What to do if a human is bitten
by a rattlesnake

According to the Colorado Poison
Center, if bitten by a rattlesnake you
should:

o Call the Poison Center at 1-800-
222-1222 for instructions, then go to
the nearest hospital.

o Remove any jewelry and tight-
fitting clothing.

o Stay calm and avoid excess
movement.

e Do not cut and try to extract
venom.

«Donotuseice, heat,ortourniquet.

« Do not try to capture or kill the
snake.

o Health Systems, Inc.

Body of missing man
found near Crestone

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — The body of a man
who was reported missing from
Crestone on June 23 was found the
next day just a few miles from the last
location he was spotted.

Described by his friends as a
“beautiful soul” in a post on Facebook’s
San Luis Valley Missing Persons page,
Reilly Allen,bornin 1988, wasaresident
of Crestone. He was last seen at 1 a.m.
on Friday morning, June 23, in the
Crestone area riding a 650-dirt bike.

In that same Facebook post, the
public was asked to contact the
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office
with information of his whereabouts
along with pleas for prayers that he

returned safely.

According to Saguache County
Sheriff Dan Warwick, Allen was
found on June 24 by a citizen who was
looking for him only a few miles from
the last place he was seen.

Tom Perrin, Saguache County
Coroner, told the Valley Courier
that Allen died in a single vehicle
motorcycle accident. His cause of
death is not known pending the
outcome of an autopsy.

In an update that appeared on
the San Luis Valley Missing Persons
Facebook page, the following
statement was posted. “Our hearts
are with all who knew and loved him.
May Reilly rest in peace”

Reilly Allen

CPW Commission approves standardizing regulations
for permissible activities on State Wildlife Areas

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — AtitsJune22meeting
in Alamosa, the Colorado Parks and
Wildlife Commission unanimously
approved changestoregulations
that standardized and
clarified language
for permissible
activities on
State Wildlife
Areas. This is
the next phase
of work that
began in 2020
to address
impacts to State
Wildlife Areas
due to increased
visitation and the
impacts to wildlife
habitat.

“These revisions will help CPW
protect critical wildlife habitat across
the state for current and future
generations,” said CPW Director
Jeff Davis.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
manages about 350 State Wildlife
Areas. SWAs are paid for primarily
by sportspersons and managed for
thebenefit of wildlife. These areas may
also offer wildlife-related recreation
and potentially opportunities for
other forms of recreation when not
in conflict with wildlife or wildlife
recreation.

alley-Wide Weloomes
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Edward M. Kennedy
Physical Therapy

525 2nd Ave, Maonte Vista

Robert Caruso and his wife recentiy
moved to Colorado from Oklahoma to be
the hest couple for a faith based Gap year

program in South Fork, COLHis pathway
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Athbetic Trainer and a Certified
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free time, Robert enjoys walking with his
wife and dog, hiking, lawn care, fitness
and berng outdoors,
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In December 2019, the Area
Wildlife Managers, in consultation
with CPW staff managing the SWAs,
began analyzing what negative
impacts were occurring and
coming up with ideas
and solutions to these
problems.

To help manage
increasing
recreation at

SWAs, CPW

beganrequiring

either a valid
hunting or
fishing license,
or an SWA access
pass, for anyone
16 or older accessing
most SWAs.
Additionally, a working
group of CPW staff and stakeholders
proposed updates to the SWA general
provisions (regulations applicable
to all SWAs) and property-specific
regulations. General provisions are
regulations that are applicable to all
SWAs, except for State Trust Lands (or
if explicitly allowed or disallowed in
property-specific regulations).

The public was also invited to
submit comments on the proposed
changes before adoption by the
Parks and Wildlife Commission. The
comment period was open for a six-
week period from April 12 through
May 24.

While the general provision
changes include new restrictions,
some restrictions may not apply to
all SWAs.

These new regulatory changes will
go into effect on August 1, but Lamb
said CPW wildlife officers would be
implementing an education campaign
for the first year to ensure everyone
is aware of how new regulations
may be affecting their favorite SWA
before handing out citations for any
violations of new regulations.

“Making these updates to our
regulations was the culmination of a
lot of hard work by staff, stakeholders
and with key input from the public
throughout the process,” said Lamb.

The 2023 Colorado State Recreation
Lands Brochure has all the updated
regulations for SWAs and will be
available online and in CPW offices
in early August.
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SLV Embroidery exhibit in Taos and workshop in Alamosa

By JoHN WATERS

TAOS, N.M., and ALAMOSA —
Artists from the San Luis Valley will
be featured in an upcoming exhibition,
Colcha Embroidery: Traditional and
Contemporary at La Hacienda de Los
Martinez in Taos, N.M., from July
1-31. After a three-year hiatus due to
the pandemic and forest fires, this large
display will fill several rooms. It includes
works createdbybeginnerstonationally
recognized bordadoras (embroiderers).

Areas represented include the San
Luis Valley and La Veta and the New
Mexico communities of Taos, Penasco,
Chamisal, Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Las
Vegas, Moriarty, and Las Cruces.

La Hacienda de los Martinez is a
historic exhibition space, built in 1804
with adobe, and located on the bank
of the Rio Pueblo de Taos. The exhibit’s
unique feature appreciated by

needle-workersistheabilitytoobserve
worksup close. Haciendadelos Martinez
is open Monday through Saturday 10
a.m.to5p.m.;andSundaynoonto5p.m.,
located at 708 HaciendaRd., Taos,N.M..

Embroiderers from throughout

I SS U E S Continued from Page 1A

Larry Brown from Colorado State
University — San Luis Valley Area
Extension Office gave the group an
update and told the commissioners,
that renowned CSU professor, Temple
Grandin will be the keynote speaker
at the Southern Rocky Mountain
Agricultural Conference in Monte
Vista next year.

Brown introduced Rebecca Hill, an
agricultural economist with CSU who
spoke on an economic analysis done
on the annual Ag conference in Monte
Vista. Hill’s team interviewed 177
participants who attended the March
eventtoascertainitseconomicimpacts.
According to Hill, 70% of the attendees
who came to the ag show from outside
the Valley, stayed in hotels in Alamosa,
20% stayed in Monte Vista, and 10%
stayed elsewhere. Walmart in Alamosa
wasabeneficiaryofattendees’ spending,
as were the Safeway and liquor stores
in Monte Vista.

Hillinterviewed all of the 93 vendors
who on average brought 2.6 employees
to the conference and about 26% were
new this year to the conference.

“People were overall positive with
the event, people were excited, they
loved the education they were getting
and overall the comments were really
positive,” said Hill.

Brown said he has almost doubled
the size of the agricultural conference
educational planning committee.

District Attorney Anne Kelly gave
the groupan overviewof developments
from her 12th Judicial District Office.
Kelly spoke about “the mental health
challenges we have in this Valley and
acrossthisstateand acrossthe country”

“I'm a huge advocate, and have
been fighting very hard to challenge
the Colorado Mental Health Institute
in Pueblo,” she said. “I have been
very vocal about how they are not
performing adequately, and that is an
understatement. I have been talking to
the Governor and other leaders about
the mental health crisis in our jails.
Mental health is a huge issue. Mental
health was involved in the Monte Vista
shooting andisinvolved inanumber of
crimes we are handling. What I would
like to do in the next couple of years
is really make that [mental health] a
platform of my position in office to
figure out ways we can try to address
those issues and figure out ways that
we can address issues and get resources
from the state down here”

Kellysaid sheisinterested in pursuing
the idea of gathering a “working group
of community leaders in the justice

the San Luis Valley will be featured
in the exhibition and include Donna
Madrid Hernandez, Irene Medina, Julia
Mondragon, Connie Morrell, Marcella
Pacheco,Mary Vigilde Rodriguez, Sandy
Dolak, Adrienne Garbini, and Aurora
Martinez.

Garbini told the Valley Courier,
“Colcha embroidery is a textile art
unique to Southern Colorado and New
Mexico, where the art form originated
in the early 19th Century. The colcha
embroidery technique employs a single
needle and thread, laying long stitches
secured to cloth with tacking stitches.
The term colcha refers to the Spanish
word for a bed covering. It is common
in the historical and modern San Luis
Valley style to fill the entire surface of
thefabric withembroidery. Valley colcha
embroidery artworks often illustrate
personal histories and local landscapes”

According to Taos Historic Museums,
“TheHaciendadelos Martinez— One of
onlyafewnorthernNewMexicostyle,late
Spanish Colonial period, ‘Great Houses
remaining in the American Southwest.
Built by Severino Martin (later changed

realm,” to address mental health issues
and fillin the gaps the Colorado Mental
Health Institute is deficient in.

“I have great news, the Colorado
Bureau of Investigation, George
Dingfelder, the Chief of Monte Vista
police, and I have been working really,
really, hard to get CBI to have a satellite
office in the Valley;” Kelly said.

Kelly said that she did not hear
officially from CBI when such an
office will open, and said the bureau is
advertising to hire agents in Alamosa.

“That is so huge, it is a total game
changer, CBI was down here all week
long, they're still down here working
on the two cases we found,” Kelly said.
“They[CBI] havebeen hugelyhelpful to
me, they camedown onthe Monte Vista
shooting, all of our officer-involved
shootings, all of our homicides and
major cases. Having them [ CBI] herein
the Valley is an absolute game changer.
I'm really, really, excited.”

Currently, Kelly and the CBI are
looking for office space and she
expressed interest in the old Alamosa
County Courthouse or in the office
currently used by Friday Health Plans
after they depart. Kelly said her need
for new office space is “critical”

State Senator Cleave Simpson gave
an update and prefaced his remarks
by saying he and State Representative
MattMartinezhad conducted townhall
meetings in Alamosa and the two had
collaborated throughout the session
and that Martinez was, “a pleasure to
work with?”

Simpson said, “The DA talked
about behavioral health issues. Last
session, we had $500 million set aside
to transform the behavioral health
system in Colorado. I spent a summer
on the task force to see where we want
to spend the $500 million. I don’t want
tooversimplifyit, DA Kelleytouchedon
this; we don’t have enough bed spaces
for the folks across the state who need
treatment. You could probably spend
all $500 million there. And if you did
have the bed space, we don't have the
workforce or staff to support them to
deliver those programs”

Representative Martinez spoke
about the legislation he sponsored
this session regarding Veteran mental
health that needed somereformsdueto
complications with federal regulations.
Under his legislation, Veterans are
eligible for up to 12 free mental health
visits annually. Martinez said he
continues to work on these issues and
will be meeting with Congresswoman
Lauren Boebert soon.

to Martinez), this fortress-like building
with massive adobe walls became an
important trade center for the northern
boundary of the Spanish Empire. The
Hacienda was the final terminus for the
Camino Real which connected northern
New Mexico to Mexico.

Included in the show will be a work
by Donna Madrid Hernandez, of the
SPM.D.T.U in Chama.

According to the National Park
Service, the building was listed in
the National Register of Historic
Places in 2018, The Chama Sociedad
Protecciéon Mutua de Trabajadores
Unidos (SPMDTU)lodgehallin Chama
is locally significant as the lodge hall of
the United Workers’ Mutual Protection
Society group since its construction
in about 1920. Founded in 1900, the
society served the fraternal and social
needs of its Hispano membership. The
organizationaroseata time when ethnic
mutual aid societies were springing up
across the nation.

In the early 20th century, Hispanos
often formed mutual aid societies to
combat prejudice and exploitation: The

Richard Nagley gave the
commissionersanoverview of thework
the Veterans Coalition of the San Luis
Valley does and the upcoming public
meetingtheorganization willhaveatthe
National Guard Armory in Alamosa.
The event is July 24 from 9 a.m. to 4
p-m.todiscussthe PACT Act. The PACT
Act is perhaps the largest health care
and benefits expansion in the Veteran
Administration (VA) history. The full
name of the law is The Sergeant First
Class (SFC) Heath Robinson Honoring
our Promiseto Address Comprehensive
Toxics (PACT) Act. The act expands
and extends eligibility for VA health
care for Veterans with toxic exposures
and Veterans of the Vietnam, Gulf
War, and post-9/11 eras. The Valley
Courier will have more on the PACT
Act in an upcoming edition.

Skip Shane, the Rio Grande
administrator gave an update on
the proposed Intergovernmental
Agreement to protect water resources.
As previously reported in the Valley
Courier, for that agreement to become
valid, all six counties must approve
the agreement that was drafted in
consultation with the Rio Grande
Council of Governments. Alamosaand
Saguache Counties have approved the
document. The agreement will make
any large-scale export of water out of
the Valley more difficult.

Shane said that after receiving some
input at a public hearing last week,
the county decided to provide “some
suggested edits” to the agreement.

“Specifically, the intent from Rio
Grande County, for revisions for this
IGA is to strengthen the language to
focus on the singular purpose of water
export from the joint planning area...
there are some specific concerns of the
present version that dont necessarily
stick to that intent,” Shane said.

Sara Stober from the council of
governmentssaid thatany changestothe
wateragreementhadbeenmadepriorto
theagreementbeingfinalized for county
approval and said the new proposed
changes from Rio Grande County, “are
surprising to me that changes are being
considered at this juncture. It seems to
me the time for that has passed”

Saguache County Commissioner
Tom McCrackensaid, “Ifthe document
itself [IGA] is not standard through all
six counties, I do not believe it will not
gointo force ifit is not exactly the same
through all six counties. I guess what
I'm hearing is Saguache and Alamosa
[counties] would need to go back and
redo the whole process again?”

Image courtesy of The Range, Saguache, Colorado

Donna Madrid Hernandez, S.P.M.D.T.U in Chama 2022.

primary function of these organizations
wastobuildsolidaritywithinthe Mexican
and Spanish American communities, to
educate their members about the laws
and institutions of the United States, to
welcomenewarrivalstothecommunities.

This colcha work is an embroidery
representation of this important aspect

of Hispano culture and history.

The Alamosa Public Library will be
offering a colcha embroidery workshop
on Saturday, June 24 at 1 p.m. withartists
Donna Madrid Hernandez of San Luis,
and Adrienne Garbini of Saguache. The
classisfreetoattend. The AlamosaPublic
Library is located at 300 Hunt Ave.

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners are accepting written offers for County
Owned Property currently. The lots available will be accepted by the Commissioners, at
their discretion, until July 25, 2024.

If you would like to submit a bid offer for any available properties a bid packet and a list of
properties is available on the Saguache County website at www.saguachecounty.colorado.
gov or you can call the Land Use office at 719-655-2321 or by email request to landuse@
sagauchecounty-co.gov.

Bids must be submitted on a County bid form. Funds must accompany bids. NO CASH
WILL BE ACCEPTED.

**You must enclose the completed bid form in a sealed envelope marked “County Owned
Property Bid” and indicate on the envelope the block, lot or lots and parcel number, the
bid is intended for. **

The Board reserves the right to refuse any bid submitted.

No. 1674 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 29 and July 6, 13,20
and 27, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Saguache County Land Use Office will be holding a series of education / outreach for the
public on the passage of the Saguache County Nuisance Ordinance that was recently passed by the
Board of County Commissioners. Dates, time, and location will be as follows;
June 20,2023 — 5:00PM Center Kiwanis Club of Center — 510 S Broadway St., Center, CO 81125
June 21, 2023 — 5:00PM KV Homeowners Association — 26415 Woodward Ave., Moffat, CO
81143
June 26, 2023 — 5:00PM Tomichi Creek Trading Post — 71420 US-50, Sargents, CO 81248
June 27,2023 — 5:00PM Baca Grande Property Owners Association — 68575 Co. Rd. T, Crestone,
CO 81131
June 28,2023 — 5:00PM Saguache County Road and Bridge — 305 3™ Street, Saguache, CO 81149
To view the Saguache County Nuisance Ordinance that was passed, you can go on the Saguache
County Website at www.saguachecounty-co.gov or pick up a copy at the Saguache County Land
Use Office, 505 3 Street, Saguache, CO 81149.

No. 1668 published in the Center Post Dispatch,Thursday, May 18 and 25 and June 1, 8,15,22
and 29, 2023.

ANTHONY PECHENIK and SHERRY MIELING ARE HEREBY SUMMONED
and required to appear and defend eégainst the claims of the complaint in this action by
filing with the District Court Clerk, Saguache County, an answer or other response to the
following civil action.

This summons is in regard to Civil Action No. 2023CV30005, District Court, Sa-
guache County, State of Colorado, Plaintiff Doree Newbery V. Defendants Anthony Pech-
enik and Sherry Mieling; and all unknown persons who may claim any interest in the
subject matter of this action.

You are required to file your answer or other response within 35 days after the service
of this summons. Service of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last publica-
tion. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.

If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in writing within 35
days after the date of the last publication, judgment by default may be rendered against you
by the court for the relief demanded in the complaint without further notice.

This is an action in which the Plaintiff is seeking reversal of the fraudulent transfer
of real pro er&y in her favor and against the named defendants. The property at issue is
known as 2202 Spanish Creek Road, Crestone, CO 81131.

Plaintiff’s attorney-of-record is Gerald L. Jorgensen, Atty. Reg. No. 18855, 8001 Aris-
ta P1., Suite 415, Broomfield, CO 80021.

No. 1671 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 8, 15, 22 and 29 and
July 6, 2023.

DIETRICT COURT, SACUACHE COUNTY, COLORADO
Court adilress: 501 dh Stneet, Saguches, CO R4
Fhane number: (719} 633-2522

[N THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF

SADIE MAKRIE SKEFF a/ld'a SADIE M. SKEFF a/kia
SADIE SKEFF, |
AOCOURT USE ONLY &

Deccaged.

Phairan | Buxeman, &2 1061

Buxman Kwitck & Shirlay, PC
Adtemeys bor Personnl Represetative
1 N Muin 5L, Sadte 200

Puehlo, CO B 1003

{719) 544-3081; Fax; (T19) 546-3457
Email: dibuxmanmsn.com

Case Mo, 2023 'R apno s

Lhy, Mid, ¥ )

| NOTICE TO CREDITORS Y PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO §15-12-801, C.R.S.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Estate of SADIE MARIE SKEFF a/k/a SADIE M. SKEFF a/k/a SADIE SKEFF, De-
ceased
Case No: 2023 PR 30012
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are required to present them to
the Personal Representative or to
O District Court of Saguache, County, Colorado or on or before October 16, 2023 (date)*,
or the claims may be forever banned.

Robert B. Gjellum a/k/a Bob Gjellum

75 Juniper Trail

Del Norte, CO 81132

No. 1673 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 15, 22 and 29, 2023.
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AHS’ Mark Skinner
retires after 30 years

By PrisciLLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Mark Skinner, a
long-time, beloved staff member of
Alamosa High School, retired at the
end of this school year, leaving in his
wake a gap that will not be easy to fill
ashebringsa30-year careertoaclose.

For the past 22 years, Skinner
served as the high school librarian.
But to many students over the years,
Skinner was the library as much as
thebooks on the shelves or computers
lined up on the tables. He shattered
outdated stereotypes of librarians
as stern, shushing, unwelcoming
curmudgeons with his energy,
optimism and genuine interest in
each student who came through his
doors — whether they cameby choice
or were driven there by an assignment
that called for research or finding a
book to read.

“Mark was an integral part of the
staff, spirit and life blood of Alamosa
High School,” says Andy Lavier, AHS
principal.

Ironically, when he was younger,
Skinner never intended to pursue a
career in education. He had not even
intended tolive in the San Luis Valley.

Witha degree in English Literature
from Colorado College, Skinner
came to the Valley with his wife for
her internship in nursing. When
she was then hired as an OB nurse,
Skinner settled into the community,
first working in construction, then
making furniture followed by four
years managing the Valley Food
Co-op. Buthe found himselflooking
for something different. Something
more.

“Id worked in youth ministry for
a year with young adults of all ages,”
he says, “and I always loved kids.
Teaching elementary education
seemed like it would be a good fit”

Asitturned out, he was right. After
getting his teaching certificate from
Adams State University, Skinner spent
seven yearsin the classroomin Monte
Vista, initially teaching third grade
and then combining fourth- and fifth-
grade classes. But by the eighth year,
he was looking “for a bit of a change”
and found it when he took a job for
a year as the librarian at Alamosa
Elementary School.

The next year, he was hired as the
librarian at the high school and all
indications suggest he was in exactly
the place where he was meant to be.

“Libraries are about a lot more
than just all those books,” he says,
“and theyre more important now
than ever. Students think they can
just do a search online and learn
about a subject but theres such an
onslaught of incorrect information.
And, with students working online so
much more, how do you know what’s
true? How do you use your critical
thinking to knowwhat’sactually true?
Librarians are trained to do that. To
teach critical thinking skills and what
is valid information.”

But Skinner also saw great value in
“all those books.”

“I grew up reading. That stemmed
from my parents. Reading teaches you
what it’s like to be in the world,” he
says. “Kids don't read for enjoyment
that much anymore. You have to
find the book that will draw them in.
There werekids who would comeinto
the library and say, ‘T have to read a
book and I don’t read’ So, I would
say, ‘Talk to me. What do you like

A librarian’s legacy

to do? When you go home, what do
you like to do?’ It would take some
work but eventually I learned about
some interest the student had. ‘Oh,
so you like football? We have books
on football! And theyd say, ‘Oh, you
do?” Someone else would say, T like
to work on tractors. I'd tell them we
have books on tractors, and theyd
get hooked”

Critical thinking skills, using
a database for research, students
readingbelow gradelevel and reading
to understand the world are all areas
Skinner speaks about with expertise
and conviction.

But his real passion emerges when
he discusses the crucial role a library
— specifically, his library at AHS
— played in the lives of students by
creating a “safe place” for students
to be.

Part of feeling safe means feeling
comfortable, so Skinner brought
lampsand comfortable chairsinto the
library. But, much more important
than the décor, Skinner created a place
where students felt comfortable being
themselves.

“When you're a teenager, there are
so many things you don’t know;” he
says. “How do you make friends? How
doyoubecome true to yourself? How
do you know who your true self is?
Where do you belong?

“A safe place is a place to explore
without judgment, without question,
to justbe who you are as you navigate
throughall those things that teenagers
are going through. It’s a place where
a student feels welcomed, no matter
their gender or their religion, no
matter who they are”

Katy Plomb, class of 2016, was one
of Skinner’s library aides while she
was in high school. Nine years later,
the significance of the library — and
Skinner — still resonates.

“Navigating high school cliques is
terrifying,” she says. “It’s so easy to get
lost, especially if you don’t fit in with
sports or do all the extracurricular
activities. Meand my friends spentall
of our time in the library. The library
grounded us. It was a place where
we knew who we were. We could be
ourselvesand exploreandlearnand...
feel normal”

Plomb feels that Skinner and the
library also shaped her future after
graduation.

“I didn’t come from a privileged
background and thoughtIwouldn’tgo
to college because we couldn’t afford
it. In the library, I learned how to
play chess. I got into studying animal
behavior. I did go to college and now
I'm studying to get my masters in
clinical mental health. Having the
library to go to and getting support
from somebodylike Mark really made
all the difference.

“He has this superpower where he
seesthingsin people that other people
don’t see,” she says. “And he has a way
of bringing it out.”

Rockie DeHerrera, AHS class of
2015, echoed Plomb’s words.

“Mark made the high school
library a place where you were
always welcome,” DeHerrera says.
“A library usually comes to mind as
being still and quiet, but our little
library was always full of life and
good conversation and respect. Mark
made that library special to countless
students, including myself.

“He radiates positive energy and
sees good in people far beyond the
surface level. He has had a profound
impact on my life, and I know that
I'm not alone”

Skinnerand hiswife, Lou Ann, were

also known for going to numerous
events where students participated
— not just sporting events where the
stands were full and not just events
in town.

“Alotof thekids came from families
where their parents didn’t — or maybe
couldn’t — come and watch them in
things,” Plomb says. “But students
could look out and see Mark and
Lou Ann were there and that...that
meant a lot”

Principal Lavier made the same
observation.

“Mark and Lou Ann attended
more AHS events (games/plays/
concerts/dances) than just about
anyone,” Lavier says. “The support
and encouragement that the kids
got out of seeing them was hard to
overestimate”

As much as Skinner understands
the importance of being there for
students, there are times when even he
issurprised byhowmuchitcan mean.

“Each year, kids can ask someone
to hand out their diploma,” he says.
“Ivehadkidsask me to do thatevery
year. But one year I had a student
ask me and I said I'd be honored to
but why me? I didn’t even know her
name. And she said, ‘You just say
hello to me every day. I never get
that at home.”

Skinner chokes up at the memory.

“That still breaks my heart because
there are those stories. You just smile
at someone, and it makes that kind of
difference,” Skinner says.

As he leaves his job and the world
he created for students over the past
22 years, Skinner was asked what
advice he has for others who are just

Photo courtesy of Mark Skinner

Mark and Lou Ann Skinner attended countless student events — not just

sporting events and not just in town.

starting out.

“Teaching is an honorable
profession,” he says. “And it’s also
challenging. Every person you meet,
you don’t know how youre going to
affect them, but you will affect them
one way or another. That’s the joyand
beauty of being a teacher”

“Mark was always a positive
influence on the students, staff,
and programs,” says Lavier. “He
was always willing to go above and
beyond to make AHS a great place
to work and go to school. His pride,
commitment, enthusiasm, and
professionalism for all things AHS
will live on for years to come. He
will be missed very dearly”

Photo of Mark Skinner when he
officiated at the marriage ceremony
of two former students who met
when theywerelibraryaides — Katy
Plomb and Rockie DeHerrera.
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SFEFR recovers
casiedoat

Courtesy photos
On Saturday, June 24, working
together with Mountain Man
Rafting, South Fork Fire Rescue
recovered a capsized boat from the
Rio Grande near Wagon Wheel Gap.
On Friday, guides from Mountain
Man Rafting cleared the debris
from the trestle bridge at Wagon
Wheel Gap. South Fork Fire Rescue
recommends scouting this bridge
before running it. It is possible to :
scout it from the left or right and from the pullout just beside the bridge.
Thereisacanoecurrently submerged and wrapped near the middle and will
likely be there until the river level drops. ‘Be safe as you head out to enjoy
activities on the river and always wear your personal floatation device’

Valley Publishing
EARLY DEADLINES!

Due to the 4th of July Holiday
Deadlines for July 5 & 6 Issues:

Legal, Classified & Display Advertising:
Wednesday, June 28th - 5 p.m.

Lifestyles News/Calendar Items:
Wednesday, June 28th - 5 p.m.

News/Obituaries:
Thursday, June 29th - 5 p.m.

Our office will be closed on
Tuesday, July 4!
Have a Safe

835 F|rs1 Ave. - Monte Vista & H appy
(719) 852-3531 4th of July!

Creede set to explode for the Fourth of July

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
CREEDE — Traditions fuel the
excitement around many events
held in the small mountain town of
Creede, but none so much as those
surrounding the Fourth of Julyand
Days of 92° Mining Competitions.
This year, the City of Creede is
planning to see hundreds if not
thousands of people in town to
experience those traditions.
Throughout the years, the Fourth
of July in Creede has grown,
bringing crowds of people to the
area to enjoy not only the historical
mountain town’s parades, family
activities and fireworks but also
for the small-town feel and friendly
nature of the community. This
year is expected to be no different
and the town is ready to celebrate
Independence Day in style.
According to the Creede and
Mineral County Chamber of
Commerce, the Days of 92’ State
Mining Competitions will begin

at 9 a.m. either Sunday or Monday
morning. Details about the start
dateand time are still being worked
outand will be confirmed before the
start of the holiday weekend. The
mining competitions are a staple
during the Fourth of July weekend
and will take place in the Days 0f 92’
arena behind Basham Park.
Guests can come and watch
several competitions that include
Jack Leg Drilling, mucking and
so much more. Creede’s mining
history makes it the perfect venue
for such an event and people come
fromall over the state to participate
in the mining competitions. Each
category tests the skills of miners
and their partners, bringing some
of the most difficult tasks to the
forefront for the attending crowd.
Along with the mining
competitions, the City of Creede
will be hosting its annual parade
along Main Street on Tuesday, July
4, beginning at 10 a.m. This year’s

theme is “Creede: The True Silver
Lining” and anyone wanting to
participate in the parade should
contactthe city tosignup. Call 719-
658-2276, for more information.

There will be craft vendors,
food vendors and local businesses
will be open for people to spend
the afternoon shopping for those
unique and flavorful gifts. There
will also be children’s activities in
Basham Park including a bouncy
house and more.

The Creede Repertory Theatre
is featuring a performance of
“Cinderella” at 6 p.m. and the
Creede Chute Out will be hosting
it Fourth of July rodeo out at the
Mineral County Fairgrounds
located south of town.

Dependent on weather and
conditions, the town is planning
on a firework show at dark. For the
most up to date information and a
tull schedule of events, visit www.
creede.com.

Ad Rates

Heat up your summertime sales with seasonal
print and online advertising opportunities

to reach more than 18,000 local readers!

To Advertise Call 719.852.3531
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bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Local Adverfising That Works
In Print & Online
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Buffalo soldiers: reVision
exhibit opens June 24 at
Ft. Garland Museum

Explores
complex
history of all
Black military
regiments in
the West

CONTRIBUTED

COSTILLA COUN-
TY — History Colo-
rado’s Fort Garland
Museum and Cultural
Center has worked in
partnership with eight
independent artists to
create a new exhibition
which disrupts the
common narratives
of manifest destiny
and settlement of the
American West.

Titled buffalo soldiers:

-2
N

Denver Public Library Special Collections
Dick ‘Buckskin’ Charley and John Taylor.

reVision this exhibition opens on June 24, exactly 165 years after Fort Garland
was commissioned by the United States and presents a visual interpretation of
the history and impact of the all Black Army regiments that were established
in 1866 following the Civil War.

Known as Buffalo Soldiers, these regiments — including the 9th Cavalry who
were stationed at Fort Garland from 1875 to 1879 — played a role in American
westward expansion and the displacement of Indigenous populations.

Many of those who served as Buffalo Soldiers were formerly enslaved African
Americans and military service offered them the opportunity to make a living
and provide for themselves and their families.

The 9th Cavalry, as well as the other Buffalo Soldiers regiments, served
valiantly and honorably despite facing discrimination and segregation. Their
legacy, however, is a complicated one for they often stood on the front lines of
conflict with Native Americans.

Buftalo soldiers: reVision also explores the prejudice and systemic racism
faced by Buffalo Soldiers following emancipation, as well as the lasting impacts
of this history in Southern Colorado.

“This exhibition allows us to explore the complexity of this history in order to

Please see SOLDIERS on Page 10
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A 35,000 grant will help conserve the Kester Ranch in Costilla County.

Kester Ranch $35K grant to
conserve over 1,400 acres

COSTILLA COUNTY — The
Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
board awarded a $35,000 grant
through Keep It Colorado to Colo-
rado Open Lands to conserve the
Chris and Carol Kester Ranch, a
multigenerational working ranch in
Costilla County.

The grant is part of Keep It Colo-
rados Transaction Cost Assistance
Program (TCAP), which re-grants
GOCO funds to nonprofitland trusts
tohelp cover the costsassociated with
conservation easement transactions.
It enables landowners who have
urgentopportunities to conserve their

properties, but who face financial
barriersto facilitating the transaction,
to conserve land more quickly.

Kester Ranch is 85% irrigated,
supplied by both senior surface water
rights and groundwater. The ranch
owners, who are in the process of
transitioning much of the ranch
management to their daughter, have
stewarded theranchland and its water
to support important wetlands and
habitat for sandhill cranes and other
wildlife.

Leveraging both the conservation
easement tax credit and Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service fund-

Photo courtesy of Great Outdoors Colorado

ing, the project will not only protect
1,471 acres of productive agricultural
lands and wetland habitat, but also
guarantees that water supporting both
economic and ecological functions
will remain in the San Luis Valley. Its
protection provides connectivity from
the 172,000-acre conserved Trinchera
Ranch in the upper watershed across
thevalleyfloor to the mainstem of the
Rio Grande.

“This is an incredible property that
provides a critically important home
for wildlife and agriculture in the San
Luis Valley. We are honored to sup-

Please see RANCH on Page 12

SLV Ecosystem Council continues its work

Informational meeting in
Antonito set for June 29

BY DIANE DREKMANN

ALAMOSA — Christine Canaly
is the director of the San Luis Valley
Ecosystem Council, a public lands
advocacyorganization. Shehasbeen
working tirelessly for over 20 years
to preserve and protect the unique
landscape and wildlife of the San
Luis Valley.

Canaly explained how the SLV
Ecosystem Council was first formed.
In the 1980s, a Texas developer
wanted to build a big ski resort in

Christine Canaly

Wolf Creek, near the headwaters of

the South Fork River, an area rich
with wildlife. It was a habitat for a
rare lynx.

Peoplelike Marion de Boor voiced
their concerns. She started SLV
Ecosystem Council. Canaly became
director in 2001 and is still battling
this same issue to this day. Tthe Wolf
Creek area is still protected.

Some of SLV Ecosystem Council’s
pastvictoriesinclude gettinglegisla-
tion passed for the purchase and des-
ignation of National Park status for
the Sand Dunes. It was responsible
for creating the Baca wetlands and
protecting the Baca ranch.

SLV Ecosystem Council works
with the Rio Grande National Forest

to revise their wildlife corridor plan,
the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) concerning grazing rights,
“any issues that concern the Valley,
like timber sales,” Canaly said.

The SLV Ecosystem Council has
been a strong proponent of solar
power.

“San Luis Valley has a flat slope,
optimal for solar radiation,” Canaly
said. “Would love to see a microgrid
where the Valley can produce its own
electricity”

Canaly provided history of the
area. Before World War II, people
irrigated theirland with a gravity-fed
system using ditches and acequias.
The farmer would look at the snow

melt, then determine how much to
plant.

After World War II, pumps became
mechanized, and with a “pivotal”
arm, could pump large amounts of
water within a % mile radius. High-
capacity pumping went unabated
from the 1950s-1970s. People ig-
nored water rights and wouldn’t
replenish it, Canaly said. Eventually,
the State of Colorado stepped in and
created a plan. Pivot pumping now
has to be in compliance by 2030.

Usingall that water combined with
a persistent severe 20-year drought
dealt the San Luis Valley a one-two
punch. Canaly said, “agriculture,

Please see WORK on Page 11
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07 Help Wanted

Case Manager - The Center
Toward Self Reliance is seeking
a person to deliver services and
support to disabled individu-
als in the San Luis Valley from
our Alamosa office. For more
information, contact Bill at cfd@
ilcpueblo.org (7-19)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a
general shop and field worker.
Tasks include inventory, loading
customer orders, shop cleaning,
pump tech.assistant in the field.
Please drop off resume in person
at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, M.V. For
more info, call 719/852-2662
(7-19)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill
a full-time position for a Teller
in the Del Norte Branch. Duties
will be to accept deposits, loan

payments and process withdraw-
als while maintaining a balanced
cash drawer. Must be personable
and pleasant answering the phone
and greeting customers. Many
other duties will be assigned as
needed. The position is perma-
nent, full-time, M - F, 8am - 5pm
with a robust benefits package.
Application available at TrueLo-
calBank.com/careers or inquire at
705 Grand Ave, Del Norte or call
719-657-3376 and ask for Dawn.
EOE. (7-5)

WANTED: Saguache County
Road and Bridge is hiring for
Operator I positions....starting
at $18.00/hour NO CDL RE-
QUIRED! Or $19.68/hour for
those with a CDL License! RE-
QUIREMENTS: Applicants must
have a current and valid Drivers
License. Applicants should have a
high school diploma or GED and
six months or more of relevant ex-
perience. Prospective employees
applying with Saguache County,
please note that the chosen can-
didate will be required to submit
and pass a pre-employment drug
screening and criminal back-
ground check, prior to being hired.
In addition to the increased hourly
rate, the County Employee benefit
package includes: vision, dental
and health insurance coverage,

paid time off, and a generous 401k
retirement plan. Operator I is a full
time position — applicants must
be able to operate light and heavy
equipment and perform manual
labor in the maintenance, repair
and minor construction of roads,
streets, bridges, signs, markings
and related facilities. Applicants
must be physically capable of
periods of sustained physical
exertion and may be required to
lift and move up to 75 Ibs. to 150
Ibs. Applications are available at
the Saguache County Road and
Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO
Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149 -
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache
County website - saguache-
county.colorado.gov under the
Road and Bridge Department
tab. Please fill out and submit
the County Application. A com-
plete job description is available
at the Road and Bridge Office.
Completed applications can be
hand delivered or mailed to Sa-
guache County Road and Bridge
- at the address listed above,
sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICA-
TION DEADLINE: Open until
qualified candidates are hired.
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (8-2)

ESTIMATED CROP WATER USE

Weather Data from SLV Research Center located on the 8N and Hwy 285
Date Daily Crop Water use for Dates Accumu!ated_ Water Use (ET)
Crop Blanted Shown (in./day) From  6/22  (inches)

6/22 6/21 6/20 6/19 2day 3day 4day &Sday 7day
Moravian 69 04/05 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
Moravian 69 05/05 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
Early Wheat 04/05 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
Early Wheat 05/05 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
White Wheat 04/05 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
White Wheat 05/05 0.25 0.26 0.29 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
WinterWheat 10/01 0.25 0.26 0.28 0.29 0.51 0.79 1.09 1.35 1.70
Potatoes
MNorkotah 05/05 0.19 0.18 019 0.18 0.37 0.58 0.74 0.89 1.07
Centennial 05/05 0.06 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.11 0.16 0.22 0.27 0.33
Nugget 05/05 0.09 0.08 0.09 D.08 017 0.28 0.34 0.40 0.47
Alfalfa Est. 0.28 0.30 0.33 0.33 0.58 0.91 1.24 1.54 1.85
Lawngrass Est. 0.24 0.25 0.27 0.28 0.48 0.76 1.03 1.29 1.62

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La Jara.
Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d table
each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu

WANTED: Saguache County
Road and Bridge is looking to
hire a Shop Foreman....Starting
at $27.00/hr SPECIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: Applicants must possess
a current Class-A CDL license
with heavy semi-truck endorse-
ment and a current medical cer-
tificate. Applicants should have
a high school diploma or GED
equivalent, along with extensive
knowledge of vehicles, equipment
and mechanical maintenance pro-

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS
MMEDIATELY

For the Saguache area.
Writing and photography
experience necessary.
Send resume, writing and
photography samples to
Valley Publishing Inc., P.O.
Box 607, Monte Vista, CO
81144 or email bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com

REPORTER

cedures. Prospective employees
applying with Saguache County,
please note that the chosen can-
didate will be required to submit
and pass a pre-employment drug
screening and criminal back-
ground check, prior to being
hired. Shop Foreman is a full
time salaried position - quali-
fied candidates will be able to
perform a variety of skilled and
semi-skilled duties associated
with the supervision of assigned

Elﬁ&@ Now Booking
- Quarters
h - Halves
- Whole Bison

=

Contact: valdezbison@gmail.com
With Inquiries or to Purchase

P
\ P/
N

MOUNTAIN PIZZA

2 TAPRDDM oo

Join Our
Team!
Full or Part Time

starting 15 hr.
plus tips!

1

Easy Onl

Fresh Ingredients,
BIG on TASTE!

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork

MountainPizzaTapRoom.com,

“So good. The wings were incredible
and the fries were perfectly crispy.
I wanted to order everything again
on the way out it was so good. The
beer taps were awesome! My wife
and | will for sure be going back! The
wings had a ton of meat and were |
would say perfectly crispy.”
~Travis A., Google reviews

1a.m. to 9 p.m. DAILY
ine To-Go Orders:
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road crew which include install-
ing, repairing and maintaining Sa-
guache County Road and Bridge’s
property within the Right-Of-
Way. This position is expected
to work during road emergencies
so you should be available to work
nights, weekends and holidays
when needed. In addition to the
salaried rate, the County Em-
ployee benefit package includes:
vision, dental and health insur-
ance coverage, paid time off, and
a generous 401k retirement plan.
Applications and a complete
job description are available at
the Saguache County Road and
Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO
Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149 -
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache
County website — saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and
Bridge Department tab. Please fill
out and submit both applications:
The Saguache County Applica-
tion and the Drivers-Application.
Completed applications can be
hand delivered or mailed to Sa-
guache County Road and Bridge
— at the address listed above,
sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION
DEADLINE: Open until a quali-
fied candidate is hired. Saguache
County is an Equal Opportunity
Employer. (8-2)

The BOE of Center Schools is
now accepting application for 2-
Preschool Teacher for the 2023-
2024 School Year. Qualifications:
AA in Early Childhood Education
preferred or willing to obtain
qualifications. Experience work-
ing with Preschool age children
in an educational environment,
or; such alternative to the above

qualifications as the Board of Edu-
cation may find appropriate and
acceptable. All candidates must
pass background checks. For infor-
mation and application materials
please call (719) 754-3442 or visit
the District Website https://www.
center.k12.co.us/page/employ-
ment-opportunities or contact the
District Office at (719) 754-3442.
Application Deadline: Until Posi-
tion is Filled. EOE

Center School District is now ac-
cepting applications for the posi-
tions of 2-Elementary Teacher,
Elementary CLD Teacher, El-
ementary Physical Education
Teacher and High School Sci-
ence Teacher, for the 2023-2024
School Year. Center Consolidated
School District 26]t is paying
years of service and single health
insurance benefits. Qualifica-
tions; Must hold a valid State of
Colorado Teacher’s License or,
such alternative as the Board of
Education may find appropriate
and acceptable. Applications can
be found on the District Website
https://www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-opportunities
or contact the District Office
at (719) 754-3442. Application
Deadline: Until Position is Filled.
EOE (7-12)

PART-TIME SALES

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in
advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience
is appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

July 5-7

0885 County Road 204
PO Box 186
South Fork, CO 81154

(719) 588-7627 m

manager@beavercreekcamp.org

It's not too late to register campers for the 2023
Beaver Creek Christian Youth Camp Season!

Campers will grow in “FruitFULL” Faith by exploring
the Fruit of the Spirit (Love, Joy, Peace, Patience,
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-
control). These attributes help individuals develop

deep relationships with Jesus Christ and are tools for
positive interactions with other people. They provide
calmness in a troubled world!

1st, 2nd & 3rd Grade Camp and Family/Grand Camp-

4th, 5th & 6th Grade Camp-luly 9-14
7th & 8th Grade Camp-July 16-21
High School Camp-July 23-28

General Information, Prices, Scholarships & Registration

www.beavercreekcamp.org

Beaver Creek Youth Camp is an
equal cppoartunity service provider
and employer and cperates under
special use permit from the USDA
Farest Service, Rio Grande National
Forest.

The San Luis Valley Irrigation
District is accepting applica-
tions for a full-time ditch rider/
equipment operator. Must have
a Colorado driver’s license. For
more information or to submit
an application please call: 719-
754-2254 or email: robert@slvid.
org. Applications will be accepted
until the position is filled. (7-5)

Moffat Consolidated School
District #2 open positions for
the 2023-2024 school year: High
School English Teacher; MS/High
School Science Teacher; 6th/7th
Grade MS Teacher. For complete
job descriptions and requirements
or, to complete an application for
one of these positions, please visit
www.moffatschools.org or call the
school at 719-745-0500. MCSD #2
is an equal opportunity employer.

10 Apartments
Del Notre: Apartment for rent
2bed/1bth 1145 French $525 +
deposit no pets, smokers. Unities
include-electricity call 719-849-
1942 (6-28)

12 Houses for Rent
3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Lower Al-
pine, South Fork, CO $1,200 plus
deposit. (719) 850-8680 (7-19)

17 Real Estate For

Sale
FARM FOR SALE in Waverly Area
Sub-district #6, 1 % center pivots
in grass and alfalfa, large hay shed,
2 bedroom home, 3 steel grainers,
numerous out buildings on 8 Mile
Road. Ready to farm 2023 season.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company

Realty, Inc 719-580-0770.

35-80-plus acres parcels with good
grass on County Line Road north
of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and
ready to build on. Perfect location
between Alamosa and Monte Vista.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770.

35-80-plus acre parcels on San
Francisco Creek south of Del
Norte. Very private, views, 3 miles
from town, electric and phone.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. TEN

23 Lawn and
Garden

Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call
anytime, weekdays, weekends,
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. TFN

Fire Mitigation: Weed And
brush mowing to reduce fire
danger. Call Darrell 715-699-3679

24 Garage/Yard

Sales
Yard sale: 8772 W. Highway
169, Del Notre 8am-12pm Fri
& Sat. Steins, Lighting fixtures,
backpacks, bedding, housewares,
Clothing, & miscellaneous. (6-28)

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047.
$190 per cord. Delivery available.

36 Miscellaneous
Free- Box-Cameras 4x5 Camera,
Zone VI, Need to get rid of, 719-
496-6929 (7-19)

GOT CLUTTER?
CLEAN UP WITH
SSIFIEDS.

You'll find yourself
with money in your
pocket and room in

your garage when you
sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles
Classifieds.

Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $ 1 2 per week

(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Call Today!

719-852-3531

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

No Cost Consultation: Know what'’s possible for You ! Includes
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 6/30/2023.

Medicare

Certified Provider

Convenient payment plans and
financing options ava:lable.

Credit Cards
Accepted ==t

VisA

189 Talisman Dr.,

dental 4

William F. Thornell

35 years implant and oral

Smplant
Center

Suite E * Located above Higher Grounds Coffee *970-444-1298

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.
I was having constant health
problems that were getting
worse every day. My diseased
teeth and gums were draining
me of my energy and it was
impossible to stay healthy. After
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr.
Thornell placed dental implants
and | got a new set of teeth in
just one day. | am now healthier
and feel better than | have in a
long time. | also have a great
smile. Dr. Thornell you are a life
saver! | can’t thank you enough.
~ B.Gullette

DDS, MAGD, DICOI

surgery experlence

ean:are

Certified Provider
pagosadentalimplantcenter.com
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Cash for quality non-fiction books
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS - Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water &
rodent proof. 8" wide, 8-53" in
length. Call for more information
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc.
- Your Total Storage Solution!
719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.
Custom Cables and PV Wire.
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S.
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500.

47 Horses & Cattle
Need Horses Trained or Shod?
Call Glen at Diamond GB Per-
formance Horses and Farrier
Service. 719-398-3757 Reliable
Professional services. (7-5)

48 Pets and
Supplies

Patrice Lucas, 817-253-4346.

Dog Sitter Needed in July in
your home. 12 year old female
standard Poodle (Molly) just
wants to rest. Occasionally we
have a 2 year old female Yorkie
(Haylee) who only wants to
play. Probably 1 time a week pay
$16.00 hour. Sitter age 13 to...
(7-12)

51 Boats and
Equipment

2007 Lowe 16-foot fishing
boat. 50-hp Mercury 4-stroke
with trailer. Pictures on request.
$8,500. 719-580-9463 (7-19)

58 Motorcycles
For Sale 1999 Harley EXDWG
10,148 Miles Excellent Condition

with Extras $8,000. 719-849-1485
(6-28)

64 Autos for Sale
For Sale: 1981 CJ-7 $2000 OBO,
needs work on clutch, have all the
parts! 719-496-6929 (7-12)

65 Professional

Services
RELTABLE CARPENTRY 40-
plus years-experience in carpen-
try, painting, stucco, tile, drywall,
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free.
Free Estimates 719-496-7630.

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-
vices: Window Washing, Con-
crete Cleaning, Exterior Wash-
ing - FREE ESTIMATE: (719)
490-9047 TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
TEN

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

an Sale [Day

Antique Typewriter Desk

2 Hickory Rockers
1 Hickary Coffee Table

Pienic Tables & Chairs

1 Paly Garden Bench
1 Paly Chair Set

& - Fireproof File Cabinets 4-door

Double Wedding Ring B89-1/2" x 100-1/2"
Log Cabin Star 100 x 11717

Dalia 98" x 98°
Twinkling Star 97° x 111"

Approximately 20-30 quilts will be avarlable

2012 Forest River Smrra Camper 368FL - Air
Ride, King Pin, Sth Wheel Hitch,
Excellent Condition,
Skirting Included

1 Poly Picnic Table ¢ Lifetime Table

16™ ANNUAL
LA JARA AMISH SCHOOL

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY, JULY 8, 2023 » 9 A.M.

LOCATION: Quality Timbers & Wood Products
10725 St Hwy. 285 * Antonito, CO 81120

Directions: From Alamosa, CO - Go south on Hwy. 285 23 miles to sale site on the righ..
From Antonito, CO - Go north on 285 5 miles to sale site on the left. Consignments accepted through Friday, July 7.

FOR MORE SALE INFO:
Edward 719.992-8334
Mose 719-982-8900
Fraddie 719-588.9558

No merchandise removed untif sertled for.

All announcaments on day of sale
take precedence over printed rmatter.

Selling with 2 & 3 rings throughout the day.

Mot responsible for accidents, lost or stolen itemns.

AN Dalla

Approximately 14'x24x8" Pavilion All Wood
1986 44’ Reefer Traller Storage Use Only

[ saooues -tack |

16-1/2° Handmade Roper Reconditionad

THIS IS ONLY A PARTIAL LISTING,

imeh will be avarveble By schood parenrs

Alra bBadked geoce douvghrure vy pias
& cher refrechmemtr will be avaiabia

Teinis conddered danatiamas

TL140 3700 HRS Skid Stear
Olivar #23-B Horse Drawn Plow
Hardinge Lathe
Cincinati Milling Machine
Walter-Turner Drill Press
Pending Hous fron Warker 75 Ton
-5teal Horse Stall Doors
Brand New 4 Tine 4' Bale Forks
2018 14' Cargo Trailer Like Naw
Trailer Load Used Hand Tools

3-point Forklift Attachment
F-11 Farmhand Loader Attachment
3-point 8’ Blade

16" CaValga Mod.. Aszociation - New

Bio Driving Harness All 55
Horse Pony & Minni Size
Pack Saddle & Panniars
Leather Tack by Weaver
Headstalls » Reins
Breast Collars
Saddie Pads » Cinches and More
Lots of Tack Related items (New)
Halters * Leads » Bucketz » Wormer

MANY MORE ITEMS
EXPECTED
BY DAY OF SALE.

Hoi Summer
Ad Rafes

Heat up your summertime sales with seasonal
print and online advertising opportunities
to reach more than 18,000 local readers!

To Advertise Call 719.852.3531

Or email:

smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

VetllouyIubelKing

Local Adverising Tha? Works
In Print & Online

Fastest Growing
Dealer In Colorado

PUEBLO
2828 Highway 50 WestPueblo, CO 81008 = AlpineFord com

Service 6 Parts
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© AGRICULTURE

e T,

A BETTER SOLUTION
719-587-0338

', mile east ofiajﬁrasn-SQHfbkd’H\\wn 1403 Tremont, Alamosa

Butfaly Brand “NEXGROW

L
SHAKP BROY. SEED LD

Hmv}-"- Ra. mixes available.

II 1F o
‘| T

See us for all of your Alfalfa needs. Call Store for details.
" i:kb“ ‘k ntw’ﬂ'd’ Not responsible for p.)"‘ifiting e;m;\

SORUM TRACTOR CO. IC.

Alamosa, Colorado

Grass & Pasture Qs

719.589.2822

www.sorumtractor.com

abw =@
JVSmith

COMPANIES

"'"‘I_
SKETATO

- mr““'mﬂ .

Syuﬂleiﬁfj]ﬁr&d“ Sky D i el

FAEME Cooling Co.

719-754-2681 ¢ 55 Torres St. * Center

) AGRICULTURE SERVICES

Community Committed
Agriculturally Driven

MONTE VISTA COOP | MVCOOP.COM | T719-852-5181

© AUCTIONEER
5’0//;,}’[;111 ning a

74> Public Sale?
ﬁg//fg’ 3 Call
gﬂﬂ:@’f Goehl/Higel Auction
Complete Auction
- Service

Auctioneer: Art Goehl
588-1812
Clerk of Sale Trustee:
Jim Higel 589-2116

o o Ny

'IllllllllTllljlllm » 1 NENY (NREEREED” :

S
T
o
N
E,
S

Stone’s Farm Supply

Fertilizer, Equipment,
Ag Chemicals &
Custom Application

754-3453
771 E. 3" « Center

O FARM SUPPLY €© CROP CONSULTING

Agriculture Consulting Services
Certified Crop Advisor

Alfalfa & Grass Seed
Agriculture Chemicals
Gloves at Dealer Prices

DP Ag Services

B A
Don & Pat Henderson [ g
852-0824 - 850-1679 O 4QY
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3 CPC

Reliable Efficient Pump Solutions

Central Pump
Company

719-754-3936

970 E Hwy 112 ¢ Center
WWW.cpcpump.com

www.reinke.com 1

© VENTILATION © AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS || () SEED & GRAIN

.iv/i INDUSTRIAL || 98 A tocatramuy-
‘ IVI VENTILATION, INC. i g o;?')re'ilccllla;ﬁ:gelﬁs }f;g ( %"@f’f{: f'r l.S‘t L L\_‘ l(/:;xty!’ﬂ

potato sprout
control and

Providing the Valley with o management [l . setek S Sl e bt s

Ventilation’ Refrigeration & : solutions. Need a custom mix? No problem, just ask. We also offer a Full
M N

POSt Harvest Chemical Needs Sprouts wenta Away Here is a partial list of seed available now!!! If you need

Eric Kimberling « Brett Hemmerling

Line of Ranchway Feeds, Minerals and Tubs.

seed not listed below, call us & we’ll order it for you.

* Doublet Radish  * Super Sugar : * Barley
John Martinez, Regional Manager wenta Nlp & SanItIZIng; LLC E%%hNZv?d I%Eﬁieat IE WmcM ce S

1393 E. Hwy 160 ® MOl’lte ViSta Monte Vista’ Colorado gludt d79 :I}\D/hum :G/lli lft “EH hr.lijf
Mobile (719) 588-2485 (719) 852-0353 e www.wentanip.com 719-852-4088 FEEDS
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SF gears up for annual 3" of July celebrations

By LYNDSIE FERRELL Resortthat canbe viewed in several center parking lot is the perfect and enjoy the show.
SOUTH FORK — Many years locations around town. The visitor place to set up a chair to sit back

schedule of events, visit www.
For more information or a full southfork.org.

ago the Town of South Fork began
a tradition in the San Luis Valley
and the event known as the Third of
July has grown year after year. Now
guests come from all over to enjoy a
longholidaybeginning with celebra-
tions on July 3 and stretchingall the
way to the end of the Fourth of July.

The celebration kicks off on
Monday morning with the annual
catfish fry fundraiser held by the
South Fork Fire Rescue (SFFR).
This event is the only fundraiser
the organization hosts every year,
and it draws hundreds of people. It
is a sight to be seen as members of
SFER gather around a table as they
first dredge delicious catfish filets in
cornmeal flour and then fry pounds
upon pounds for the hungry crowd.

Thereis plenty to do while waiting
for the catfish to be served — check
out the silent auction with items
ranging from overnightstaysinand
around the Valley, rounds of golf
and much more. There will also be
vendors in the back courtyard sell-
ing homemade wares. The catfish
fry opens at 10 a.m. and will serve
food until 2 p.m.

The catfish fryfinishesjustin time
for guests to wander through the
shops in South Fork and at 3 p.m.
the annual Third of July parade kicks
off along the Frontage Road that
runs parallel to Highway 160 just
west of town. This year’s theme is
“America the Beautiful”, and guests
are encouraged to sign up andjoinin
the festivities with decorated AT Vs,
OHVs, bikes, trikes or yourself.
For more information on how to
participate in the parade, contact
the South Fork Visitor Center at
719-873-5512.

Later in the day, the town will
host Rockin’ the Rio Grande Rodeo
out at the Rickel Rodeo Arena. This
event is sure to captivate audiences
of every age. The non-stop rodeo
action includes bull riding, barrel
racing and much more. The event
starts at 6:30 p.m. with concessions
provided by the South Fork Kiwanis.

The night will end, weather con-
ditions permitting, with a bang as
always. The Town of South Fork
plans to host a firework display at

File photo

Adams State free
movie night set
for June 30

ALAMOSA — The Adams State
University Alumni Associationis hav-
ing Family Movie Night, an outdoor
show featuring Disney’s “Moana,” on
June 30. The fun begins at 5:30 p.m.
and the movie after sunset on the
Richardson Hall Lawn.

Theeventincludesfreefood, drinks,
and popcorn for the first 100 people,
as well as fire truck appearances by
the Alamosa Fire Department. Food
from Suavecito Grill, lawn games,
bouncy houses, fire trucks and more
are planned for the event. Organizers
ask that people bring lawn chairs,
blankets, and a change of clothes in
case of water games.

ING®EUICDINGS

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims + Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(71 9)852-01 1 3 M'F 7 aomo's pomo

oalit.y .
S Spray Foam Insulatugtc

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Sheri Bongers

Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

R

AT TS
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Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com
Tom Bongers DENVER

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Shopping Tihat'sJust Yiour Style " J

=gwesRenacManie

outique

T = A S f f"i‘ N
Specializing inimemorial, holiday. any oe!(:atsmn G

i itS!
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugg, keychaing, carand
vehicleVinyl'and decals, business cards; and muchimoe?

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 tojplace gou'r ofder
today or. email mariemedina3 O @hotmail.comi,

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic Fully Insured
Traditional & Bonded

Patches Fully Licensed

Interior/Exterior
Paint Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

No Tittle
No Keys
No Worries!

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

Call 852-3531

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

Mystik

LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial « Oilfield
Commercial « Automotive  Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™
Outdoore Vinyl Fenci"g

Wood, Barbed Wire'and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing
Serving'the SLV-FreeiEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(Z719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality, just high quality fences.

CUSTOM MARBEEDESIGN
Call for

Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cnd@ibyfax.com

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

Fast, Affordable « Store Front
WK SMARTPHONETABLETREPAR COM

SR

ezam 1101 Main$t, Unit A, Alamosa

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

AFFORDABLE MOBILE RV REPAIRS

Jason | RV Repair Specialist Electrical Plumbing
affordablervrepairs.com Heating and Air Conditioning

(719) 936-0592 Slide Motors - Winterizing
Custom RV Skirting

r Heaters/
FGnipn-7

w0 10%0FF
\adl W,

5+ Years of Experi"e.":r:i;?qg — with thistad® =

I
.

Fop Salo = Frosh [oma's

Place your orders now *4 per Ib.

1942 East Cty. Rd. 11 South - Monte Vista
719-851-0926
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

MDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ¢ TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING ¢ DUMPSTERS ® ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE e SOUTH FORK ¢ DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

Fun By The
Numbers

st ]

Like puzzles?

Library District
honors DeHerrera

Library in La Jara
now bears her name

By DIANE DREKMANN

LA JARA — The Conejos Library
Board held a dedication ceremony
on June 17 commemorating Maria
DeHerrera for bringing 47 years of
literacy to the county.

The Conejos Library District
renamed the branch in La Jara the
Conejos County Library Maria De-
Herrera Branch. Due to DeHerrera’s
efforts, Conejos County has three
thrivinglibraries, “unique for the size
of population in one of the poorest
counties in the nation,” remarked
Sharon Morris from the Colorado
State University, Department of
Education, which has provided many
of the grants through the years for
early literacy, computers and books.

“She is a true leader,” Morris said.

The dedication ceremony opened
with the Chairman of the Library
Board, Celina Espinoza. She praised
DeHerrera’s “fierce determination,
creative fundraising, and vision for
the library” and recalled de Herrera
often telling her, “This is my baby.”

DeHerrera was responsible for
opening the first library in Conejos
County in La Jara in 1978. In the
ensuingyears,and many grants later,
branches were opened in Antonito
and Capulin. The La Jara library was
originally part of the county.

After manybudget cuts, DeHerrera
as director wasable to make thelibrary
its own district through two milllevies
which are still in effect today. Chair-
man of the board, Espinoza thanked
DeHerrera “for 47 wonderful years.
She did a good job...no regrets. We
are blessed to have her”

Shery Abeyta, one of DeHerrera’s
daughters, thanked her family and
shared her mother’s influence — “..
the importance of education and
giving access to books to kids.”

Abeytaisaretired professor emeri-
tus from Adams State University, in
accounting and tax help.

Morris then shared memories and
thoughts about DeHerrera. She has
known DeHerrera for 20 years and
recalled a time when DeHerrera
skinned a deer at the library “to get
more men to use the library”

Morris commended DeHerrera’s
“belief in the power of reading. Kids
need accesstobooks...(her) hard work,
inspiration and dedication shows she
loves whatshe doesand doesitbecause
it is the right thing to do. (de Herrera)
makes an impact. She is a true com-

Photo by Diane Drekmann
The Conejos Library Board held a renaming ceremony on June 17 at the
LaJara Branch commemorating Maria DeHerrera, second from right, for
bringing 47 years of literacy to the county.

Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from

the moment you
square off, so

munity leader and continues to create

sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

new ways to improve the library”
DeHerrera spoke for a few min-
utes, first thanking her husband Joel,

then family, the board, staft, and vol-
unteers. She shared her inspiration
where she first gained alove of books.
“My teacher in Center would read
us stories but not tell us the ending
and say, you have to go to the library
to find out the rest of the story;” she
said. Thisiswhen DeHerrerarealized,
“everyone has access to the library”
Through her early jobs at Sanford
and involvement with the Right to
Read program, DeHerrera learned
about grant writing — an integral
partofherjob. DeHerrerais current-
lyapplying foraDOLA (Department
of Local Affairs) grant to expand a
computer technology room.
Espinoza mentioned some of the
other programs DeHerrera has been
involved in, like offering quilting and
cookingclassesatthelibrary. DeHerrera
brought the Vietnam Wall to Conejos
when it was first a travelling exhibit.
Espinoza feels de Herrera contin-
uesto “lookahead...she meets people
where they are at”

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Solution to last week’s puzzle
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& Set a special 4th of
4 July picnic table with
# red, white and blu
enamelware. 4
30” basin for icing &

<

G58-2848

drinks is rad.
Hloly g,

(@9 Mon.-Sat. “@: X

TN%10:00 a.m. "4:30 p.m. Creede

121 NN. Main

HOLY

8 An enchanting
== Collection of Cabin
A Decor, Colorado

| Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & gpecialty

Foods!

It’s Worth
Sulle_sil
Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main ® 658-2848 * Creede
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SOLDIERS ....ouccomse

understand, acknowledge, and recon-
cile some of the most difficult aspects
of our collective history while updating
and expanding our understanding of
the Buffalo Soldiers,” said Eric Carpio,
History Colorado’s chief community
museum officer and director of Fort
Garland Museum and Cultural Center.
“Itsalsoachancetolook forward to the
future ofhistorical interpretation of the
American West with renewed perspec-
tive and wisdom so we can tell a more
inclusiveand representational history””

Buffalosoldiers: reVision features the
worksofateam ofartistswhohavebeen
partnering with Carpio to collectively
understand this multifaceted history
with the help of Buffalo Soldier
scholars, descendants, community
members, and Tribal Partners. This
exhibition is made possible through
sponsorships from Arts in Society and
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

The creations from this team of art-
ists take multiple forms ranging from
prints, which layer historical photos
and documents with contemporary
drawings, to poetry which evokes
the emotional toil of this part of our
shared history.

Included amongst the artists work-
ing on the project are: lead artist, Chip
Thomas, also known as jetsonora-
ma, who created the Unsilenced:
Indigenous Enslavement in Southern
Colorado installation currently on
display at Fort Garland; and Esther
Belin (Diné), award winning poet and
author of “From the Belly of My Beauty?”

Thomas was intrigued to pursue
this project because it allowed him
to explore a number of questions of
interest to him over the 35 years he has
spent working on the Navajo Nation
including: “how did formerly enslaved
peoples rationalize the subjugation of
another race,” and “in what ways did
Buffalo Soldiers connectwith thelands
they were helping to take away from
Indigenous peoples?”

“It seems the land provided solace
and space for contemplation, matura-

tion and dreaming of new possibilities
in a way the Black soldiers couldnt
consider in the Reconstruction South
when enslavement was replaced by
Black Codes;” Thomas said. “For the
Buffalo Soldiersthe expansive horizons
ofthewestareametaphorforunlimited
possibilities to discover oneself as they
continue to do to this day”

Belin expressed that this project has
beenachallengingoneasitrequired her
to grapple with the difficult history of
how Indigenous people were captured,
slaughtered, and decimated by the
United States government, including
the very Buffalo Soldiers whose
histories reVision tells. The process
to create art in response to this com-
plicated history entailed empathetic
journeysinto the choices of the Buffalo
Soldiers.

for the

2023

Experiences

“I wondered if those men ached at
witnessing Indian people die and be
slaughtered to protect their land,” Be-
lin said. “I wondered at the idea of
property and how the soldiers queried
that concept, possibly overhearing
conversations that Indians did not feel
theyowned thelandbutrathertheland
was for them to useand be stewards of”

Thomas’ contribution to reVi-
sion highlights Native and Black in-
teractions by emphasizing established
friendships and alliances in the two
communities that challenge the ste-
reotypical narratives. In comparison,
Belin wrote historical narratives in
poetic form, unpacking themes of
race, land, and the harm unleashed by
westward expansion while providing
an emotional testament to the difficult
choices Buffalo Soldiers faced.

Another crucial part of this exhi-
bition is the building in which it is
displayed. At the base of the tradi-
tional eastern boundary mountain for
the Diné nation, Mount Blanca, the
location of Fort Garland represents
unsettled history. This revisioning
initiative offers a pledge to present the
complex history of the region.

“The West Officers Quarters is one
the of the five remaining buildings
that was constructed in 1858 when
the former US Army fort was estab-
lished,” Carpiosaid. “The whitewashed
adobe walls and wooden vigas that
have been here since the 9th Cavalry
was stationed here in the late 1870s,
add a powerful element of «place> to
the exhibition.”

To commemorate the opening
of buffalo soldiers: reVision, Fort

Garland Museum and Cultural Center
is holding an opening program from
10-11 a.m. on June 24. This program
includesawelcome of seven of the eight
artists involved in the project and a
blessing by Johnny Taylor Valdez — a
descendant of John Taylor and Kitty
Cloud (Ute), a well-known Buffalo
Soldier and his wife whose stories are
explored in the exhibition.

The exhibit opening is freeand open
to the public. Additionally, admission
to the Fort Garland Museum and Cul-
tural Center is free on June 24.

The Fort Garland Museum and
Cultural Center is located at 29477
Highway 159, Fort Garland, and is
open every day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Visit www.FortGarlandMuseum.
org or call 719-379-3512, for more
information.

21lst Century

Independent Living Skills....
More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...
More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...
More Immportant Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....
Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earth

Traditional Hide Tanning wmAy 18- 23

E ARTH KN ACK Buffalo Hide / Willow Frame “Bull Boat” JunE16-20

Ancestral and Survival Fishing JunNE23-25

Fibers Fantastic! Felting - Spinning - Weaving - Dyes-
Leather Strap Braiding JuLy7-10
Survival, Edible & Medicinal Rocky Mountain Plants

JULY 15

Primitive Arrows JuLY 21-24
AtlAtl and Darts  JuLy 28-371

Fire! Fiber! Flint! Survival Basics AuG. 12- 13
Homestead, Blacksmith & Butcher Tools Repair and
Maintenance OCT. (dba)

Earth Knack Outdoor Living Immersion 3 options:
JUNE 5-30*JULY 1- 31 * AUGUST 8 -24

earthknackschool@gmail.com for full descriptions, dates and pricing

nack.com
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FOR THE PUPS.-

This lovely
lady is Luc
and she’s about
ready to bring
her puppies
into the world!
We’re hoping to
find her and the
Euppies a foster
ome until we
can find them
all their furever
homes! Please
call us or stop
by if you want
to help!

SPONSOR |

LRIl LN

Please note adoptions go
in order of contact made.
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WO R K Continued from Page 1

water, and energy are a nexus-all
intertwined.”

The SLV Ecosystem Council
watches over 3.5 million acres and
continues to purchase more land.

“The SLV Ecosystem Council
is the connective tissue between
private and public lands. (It) re-
cently purchased Y2 million acres in
Sauguache County, a strip of land
between former mining claims and
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains,”
Canaly said. “Creating unbroken
areas where wildlife can move freely
is crucial to protecting the biodiver-
sity of an area. (You) have to keep
theland intact. Remove fragmenta-
tion by roads and hiking trails...by
minimizing impact, wildlife, birds,
insects, plants canadapt. Theyhavea
complex system that reinforces each

other and creates self-perpetuating
biodiversity.”

Their current focus is to protect
air and water quality, address illegal
dumping, and put a 10-year plan in
place to dispose of solid waste in a
benign way by creating a transfer
station.

Canaly is most excited about
having Conejos become a national
conservation area.

“Conejos was identified as a visual
resource. Flat Top Mesa looks the
same 500 years ago and 500 years
from now;” she said.

If Conejos can be designated as
a national conservation area, SLV
Ecosystem Council can receive fund-
ing to manage and protect the area.
To become one, the President of the
United States signs a proclamation.

Bybecominga national conservation
area, laws become passed because it
goes to Congress for vote, according
to Canaly.

San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council
is holding a meeting at 1:30 p.m.
on June 29 at the Chavez Market
in Antonito to provide information
and assess interest in becoming a
national conservation area. With
agriculture becoming more chal-
lenging, landowners can receive
money for creating a conservation
easement, or wildlife corridor, that
would allow unhindered access for
wildlife or be paid to leave their land
fallow, allowing it to recuperate and
regenerate.

Canaly sees “the best version for
the future is for agriculture, wildlife,
and energy to work together”

She thanks the Board for “walking diversity in our forests and valleys.
the talk and donating. It helps to get It’s been scientifically proven that
things done. We have the most bio- people need nature.”

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, LL.c
L. Blair Nielsen DC + (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by
appointment with Chiropractic
and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple
Treatment Approaches

Majestic Custom-Built Lo§ Home!
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft.
Home with attached garage on 9.04
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek.
This Home has several outdoor
entertainment areas with wray
around decks too enjoy the 360
views of the San Juan Mountains.
The main level has an open floor
plan with ﬁieat room and grand
- fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large
kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot
cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and
great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home
includes a large family room with ﬁr:lplace and pool table. Great for all
our entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful
iture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home.
Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear
reek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold
medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public
land. Start your Adventure! Don't wait, Call, and schedule your showing
today! $1,650,000 MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Must See Custom-Built
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial
Property in Fabulous South
Fork, CO. Great Highwa
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built.
The building was built for
retail with many amenities.
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large
open spaces and two additional desi%n show rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft.
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead
door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New %
custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot
water heat. PrO}l))erty is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office — etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big\/{?om.
There are 3 gas ﬁrelg)laces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired
for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and
r(%[%elne hot water heater. Thisdproperty is a blank canvas with so much
OTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-

als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and

schedule your personal showing today! $975,000 MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road » South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

N
R

Sandra Marquez — smarquezvalleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — iliams@valeypublishinginc.com

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and h

fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home.
trees and backs up to the National Forest. The maigiiies

BOKin,
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage §nd room for al
your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink]
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailes Check Boxes include |*
radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks,
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master
bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub.
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping
areas including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends wiﬁ’love the upstairs bungalow
above tEe garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields,
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf%nurse Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property Serfedly cagtures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exce%‘mnal entertainment.
Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000 MLS #796960
Million Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Check out this small
diverse farm. The home
is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq
foot, historic adobe that
has been fully and beau-
tifully restored. Enjoy
Colorado from the large
(768 sq ft) open porch.
This home sits on 126.06

_ st deeded acres of land
situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new
side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado
just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos.
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa,
New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park
is about 45 minutes north. $550,000 MLS #797313
12272 County Road R5 « San Luis
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq.
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log
cabin with upgrades galore!
Located in Log Haven.
Tucked along the mountain
side backing up to national
forest with beautiful views of §
the surrounding cliffs. Open [*
living room, dining, kitchen
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to kee
you cozy and warm all winter
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops.
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to
the national forest. Hike for miles out Your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional
bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comies
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start ]}Krour adventure today! Only a
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South
Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million
reservoir are just moments away. Brin gour fishing pole and enjoy
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, godw eeling, hike,
camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text
and schedule 5your showing today! $325,000” MLS #800364
31517 Us Highway 160 « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

!,

You Found It! Home Sweet
Home, Finely Crafted,
Ranch Style 2,109 square
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor
plan home with detached 4
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large
master bedroom bath with
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open
kitchen, dining area with eat
in counter, living area with -

cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burnin,
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natural
light. Patio doors leadirég out to your back and front deck with 360
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy
our morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in
ighland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own
well and South Fork water and sanitation. This home is situated on
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much
more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and
indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access
to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby
iking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure -
Won't last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today!
$489,900 MLgl #801796
74 Highland Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain [
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home
is your perfect retreat. Open

Split floor plan with beautiful

cathedral ceiling and fireplace,
large windows taking in the

breath-taking outdoor sunlight
and mountain views. Complete
with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and
butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master
bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning
cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world
class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your
private showing today! $1,150,000 MLS #798101
497 Timberline Drive  South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

PRICE REDUCED

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 ¢ South Fork
www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com
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port the Kester family in their vision
to protect this special place,” said
Tony Caligiuri, president of Colorado
Open Lands.

“With this assistance, GOCO and
Keep It Colorado ease the financial
burden onlandowners whove volun-
tarily chosen to conserve their land,
protecting critical landscapes that
make Colorado so special,” said Linda
Lidov, interim executive director of
Keep It Colorado. “We're grateful to
Chris and Carol Kester for making
the decision to protect this land for
generations to come.”

To date, GOCO has invested more
than $6.4 million in projectsin Costilla
County and partnered to conserve
more than 27,100 acres of land there.
GOCO funding has supported SLV
Generation Wild, one of 12 Generation

Wild communitiesin Colorado, as well
as the Brownie Hills acquisition, Fort
Garland Park project, Costilla County
Outdoor Fitness Center and Exercise
Park, and Rio Grande recreation and
habitat conservation efforts, among
other projects.

Great Outdoors Colorado
(GOCO) invests a portion of Colo-
rado Lotteryproceeds to help preserve
and enhance the state’s parks, trails,
wildlife, rivers, and open spaces.

GOCO’sindependentboard awards
competitive grants to local govern-
ments and land trusts and makes
investments through Colorado Parks
and Wildlife. Created when votersap-
provedaconstitutionalamendmentin
1992, GOCO has since funded more
than 5,600 projects in all 64 counties
of Colorado without any tax dollar

support. Visit GOCO.org, for more
information.

Keep It Colorado servesasa unified
voice for conservation organizations
focused on private lands conserva-
tion,and does so by bringing together
land trusts, public agencies and con-
servation champions around a vision
to create a Colorado where people,
lands, waters and wildlife thrive.

Keep It Colorado advocates for
sound public policy; provides connec-
tion and collaboration opportunities
for conservation partners; offers a
forumto address emerging conserva-
tionissuesand opportunities; pursues
sustainable funding and program-
matic tools and solutions; and works
to advance a culture of conservation
in Colorado. Learn more at www.
keepitco.org.

Valley Publishing
EARLY DEADLINES!

Due to the 4th of July Holiday
Deadlines for July 5 & 6 Issues:

Legal, Classified & Display Advertising:
Wednesday, June 28th - 5 p.m.

Lifestyles News/Calendar Items:

Wednesday, June 28th - 5 p.m.

Thursday, June 29th - 5 p.m.

Our office will be closed on
Tuesday, July 4!

5 Firs Ave.

News/Obituaries:

Have a Safe

& Happy
4th of July!

Monte Vista
(719) 852-3531

roaniliuissvValley
nre ReallEStater

135 Aspen
Drive West -
South Fork
4 bed 2 bath
log cabin
with fenced

yard and 2
car garage in
the heart of
South Fork.
VRBO OK.
MLS#804126
$465,000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

810 Grand Ave,

&PRICE REDUCED RN
O $545 OOO e Prime business

location, 3,000
sq ft. BUSY
CcO
Text 134436
to 25678 for
more info-
Can become
any business!
MLS#779889

Dee Plucmskl . Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

5299 County
Road 12 S.
Alamosa
160 acres cur-
rently planted
in alz Eca with
a center pivot, |

3 shares of the
Common-
wealth Ditch, "
and use of the [
Carmel Drain.
MLS#804160

Dee Plucxnskl . Stetfens & CO Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural
Mountain Lots Available
West of Antonito in the
Conejos Canyon OWNER
FINANCING AVAILABLE
$950,000 home on 35 acres
located on lot #2
$85,000 (6 acre lots)
$200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)
$950,000 (35 acres with home)

Dee Plucinski » Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

COLO. - KAN.

REALTY, INC.

Farm & Ranch Real Estate Professionals!

320:t AC. SAN LUI$ VALLEY PASTURE /I)EVELOPMENT
LAND! Native grass with a lot of potential and excellent
location. 15-gpm solar well with catch pond and water piped fo
tire tank. Additional flood water from old Lateral 10 and
Carnero Creek run-off crosses the pasture. There is a mile of
U.S. Hwy 285 & % mile of County Road J frontage. Located 1.5
mi. W & 7 mi. N of Center; 15 mi. 8§ of Saguache; T42N-R7E;
Sec. 25: E/2. CALL REESE FOR MORE INFO!

Reese W. Shay 970-630-5006
or email Reese@ShayRealty.com

Commercial Duplex
used as a very profitable
VRBO property AND
a commercial excava-
tion business with ALL |

equipment for sale at the
Forbes Park Gate, Fort
Garland. Thisis anim- |

presswe setup! $799,000
for the Duplex and
Property, or $1,240,000 |
includes all excavation
equipment and supplies.

MLS#804495

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

3023 Bear
Creek Circle
Mountain
cabin on 20
acres bordering
National Forest
in gated Bear
Creek. Fully

furnished - |
paved driveway.
4 bedrooms
2.5 bathrooms.
MLS#803394 |

Dee Pluclnskl » Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Steffens &
Company Realty

719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee - formerly known as Diane
Chapman - is a4th generation
South Fork Native and 1994 grad-
uate of Del Norte High School.
Licensed in 2011, Dee knows the
area and knows local real estate.

All Dee’s
properties
are
detailed
in her
blog.

3D V|rtuaI Tours- Prompt Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photo%rapher
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

Hubbards Trail
Gorgeous, bright,
and spacious 5
bedroom 3 bath
home bordering
National Forest

in South Fork.
$512,000. Nu-
merous exterior
outbuildings and [
RV setups/shelters [}
- all engineered |

for snow load.

MLS#803458

Dee Pluc1nsk1 . Steﬁens & CO Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

REALTY, INC. coio Tan.

Farm & Ranch Real Estate Professionals!

600+ AC. GRASS WITH RIO GRAN.DE CANAL 87 ()CK /
Quality native grassland with 10 shares Rio Grande Canal,
irrigation well, 2 solar wells, & all of Seller’s rights to Rocky
Hills Ditch. The pasture gets additional water from run-off
ditches & La Garita Creek run-off. There is a mile of U.S. Hwy
285 & mile of La Garita Road frontage. Located 1.5 mi. W & 6
mi. N of Center; 16 mi. 8 of Saguache; T42N-R7E; Sec. 36: All
except NE/NE/4. CALL REESE FOR MORE INFO!

Reese W. Shay 970-630-5006
or email Reese@ShayRealty.com

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@vaIIeypubllshmgmc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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