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Episcopal Church 
Yard and Bake Sale 

is June 10
MONTE VISTA — The annual 

“Bane and Blessing” Yard and Bake 
Sale at St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church will be held from 8 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, June 10.

Sale items and baked goods will 
be on display in the parish hall 
located at 3rd and Washington 
streets in Monte Vista. There will 
be a variety of items to appeal to 
all ages.

The proceeds from the sale 
are specifically designated for 
community ministry and outreach. 

Monte Vista Elks 
Bike Safety Rally 

set for June 10
MONTE VISTA — The Monte 

Vista Elks Lodge No. 2456 in 
conjunction with the Monte Vista 
Police Department is having a free 
Bicycle Safety Rally from 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, June 
3, at Fullenweider Park in Monte 
Vista.

All children will be given a free 
small lunch and a drink. People 
will have the opportunity to win 
prizes, including a bicycle.

Edna Quintana 
last seen May 3 

in Saguache
By Priscilla Waggoner

SAGUACHE COUNTY — It 
has been more than a month since 
Edna Quintana was last seen, and 
both the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office (SCSO) and the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
are asking for the public’s help in 
locating the woman.

Quintana, who is 55 years 
old, was last seen in the town of 
Saguache on May 3. CBI issued 
an endangered missing alert for 
Quintana on May 17. 

An endangered missing alert is 
issued when a missing person is in 
danger of serious harm due to age, 
health, disability, environment, 
or the company of a potentially 
dangerous person.

At that time, Saguache County 
Search and Rescue stated Quintana 
may be missing in the mountains 
surrounding the town of Saguache. 

Edna Quintana, 55, was last seen 
on May 3. 

Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office asks for 
public’s help in locating 

missing woman

She is also known to have 
acquaintances in Center, a town 
23 miles south of Saguache.

Please see HELP on Page 2A
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Video from the Mosca Pit Stop was used in a hit-and-run investigation from March 8.

Arrest made in Mosca hit-
and-run of March 8

staff rePort

ALAMOSA — Center resident 
Alon Avrahm-Debach,  more 
commonly known as Alon Debach, 
was arrested by the Alamosa 
County Sheriff’s Office on May 
18 in connection with a March 8 
hit-and-run accident that resulted 
in the death of Cyril Carragher, 
34, of Mosca.

Debach was  charged wi th 

“Failure to Remain at the Scene 
After Accident Involving Death,” 
a class 3 felony, and “Failure to 
Notify Police of Accident,” a class 
2 misdemeanor.

According to information in the 
affidavit obtained from the 12th 
Judicial District Attorney’s Office, 
on March 8 at 6:51 p.m., Colorado 
State Patrol in Alamosa received 
information that a pedestrian was 

hit on Highway 17 in Mosca near 
the Mosca Pit Stop.

Troopers were dispatched to the 
scene where the initial investigation 
revealed that the pedestrian, later 
identif ied as Carragher,  was 
walking in the southbound lane of 
Highway 17 when he was struck by 
a vehicle traveling southbound. The 
vehicle failed to stop and continued 

Please see ARREST on Page 7A

Live Nation hosted the Seven Peaks 

festival in the San Luis Valley outside 

Villa Grove in September 2022.
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Seven Peaks music festival won’t return to San Luis Valley
By Jason Blevins

Live Nation is not bringing its Seven Peaks 
festival back to the San Luis Valley, marking 
yet another move for the three-day country 
music concert. 

The world’s largest concert promoter got 
cross with Chaffee County commissioners 
over plans for the 2022 Seven Peaks festival at 
The Meadows in Buena Vista so the promoter 
moved the event to the San Luis Valley. 

The Labor Day Weekend festival drew 
about 12,000 concertgoers for three nights of 
camping and music on a private parcel outside 
tiny Villa Grove. By all local accounts, the 

gathering went smoothly.
“Very well, really. I personally think it went 

better than I expected,” Saguache County 
Sheriff Dan Warwick said. 

So Saguache County officials were 
surprised when Live Nation told them last 
month that the event would not be returning 
to the San Luis Valley. 

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 7A

Kevin Sloan (left) will be 

volunteering at the new visitor 

center at the Baca National 

Wildlife Refuge and Valerie 

Tafoya (right) is a new wildlife 

researcher at the refuge.

Photo courtesy U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Baca National Wildlife Refuge welcomes 
new volunteer and new researcher

New visitor center open 

today and Saturday.
By John Waters

SAGUACHE COUNTY — 
Kevin Sloan, a veteran of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service who is 
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oBituaries

Longtime Monte Vista resident Ray 
Warren Berry, 85, died June 4, 2023, 
at the River Valley Inn Nursing Home 
in Del Norte, Colo.

Ray was born in Monte Vista, 
Colo., to Walter Berry and Vera Dunn 
Berry. He married the love of his life, 
Kay Scidmore on Nov. 3, 1958, at 
the Sargent Community Church in 
Sargent, Colo.

Ray worked for many years 
delivering fuel for the Monte Vista 
CO-OP. He loved to hunt and fish, 
and work in his yard. He spent many 
hours landscaping and keeping his 
yard in top shape, garnering many 
compliments. In his younger years, 
he enjoyed woodworking.

Ray is survived by his wife Kay 
Berry of Monte Vista; his children 
Keith (Robyn) Robinson of Gunnison, 
Colo., Barbara Berry of Pueblo, Colo., 
and Eugene (Melissa) Berry of Salem, 
Ind.; as well as six grandchildren, 21 
great-grandchildren, and one great-
great-grandchild.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, his sisters Elizabeth Johnson, 
Margaret Hart, and Opal McCarty, 
and his brother John Berry.

A Visitation will be held from 
4-7 p.m. Thursday, June 8, 2023, 
at the Rogers Family Mortuary, 

MSGT (RET) Alejandro (Alex) 
Antonio Martinez, of Denver, Colo., 
passed away Wednesday, Feb. 1, 
2023, at the age of 85 at Veterans 
Home Fitzsimons in Denver, Colo.

Husband of the late Matilda 
(Mattie) Martinez (Gonzales); son 
of the late Benecio and Antonette 
(Manzanares) Martinez; 
father of Brian (Laura) 
Martinez of Baltimore, Md., 
Monica (Jim) Henningsen 
of  Loveland ,  Colo . , 
Dianna (Ralph) Martinez-
D a t o c  o f  P h o e n i x , 
Ariz., Elizabeth (Dave) 
Bode of Waterloo, Ill.; 
grandfather to Alexandra 
Martinez, Sterling Kelley, 
Conner Kelley, Tyler 
(Casey) Henningsen, 
Anthony Henningsen, 
and Mason Bode; and 
great-grandfather to Maja and 
Mikko Henningsen.

He was also preceded in death 
by his daughter Nadine (Martinez) 
Kelley. 

Alex was born June 6, 1937, in 
Rio Grande County, Colo. He grew 
up in the farmlands of the San Luis 
Valley, picking potatoes and playing 
all sports. He graduated from Sargent 
High School in 1955 and was the first 
wrestler from Sargent High School 
to make it to the State tournament.

Alex, a proud Vietnam Veteran, 
serving his country for 20 years in 

A Celebration of Life Memorial Service for Tracy will take place on 
Saturday, June 17, 2023, at 1 p.m. at the Creede Community Church (4th 
and Main Streets) Creede, Colo. A time of gathering and light refreshments 
will follow.

404 Morris St. in Monte Vista. A 
Funeral Service will be held 10 
a.m. Friday, June 9, 2023, at the 
Sargent Community Church. A 
private interment will take place 
Friday afternoon in the San Luis 
Valley Cemetery. Donations can 
be made to the Sargent Community 
Church 6985 North Count Road 2 
East, Monte Vista, CO 81144.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in 
care of the arrangements. To leave 
online condolences, tributes and 
words of comfort, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com

Ray Warren Berry

United States Air Force. Serving 
in multiple locations coast to coast 
of the United States, including a 
mechanic for the SR71 Blackbird, 
and retired as Master Sargent.

While serving, he continued 
his education by attending Yuma 
College in California, and graduated 
from the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha with a degree in History.

After his retirement in 1978, he 
moved his family back to his home 
state of Colorado. Alex had a passion 
for travel and was fortunate to have 
the opportunity to travel all over the 
world (over 30 countries), however, 
he often returned to “the Valley” 
to visit with distant cousins, old 
friends and to support local events; 
his favorite being The Stampede. 

There will be a military burial at 
Fort Logan National Cemetery on 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023, at 12 p.m.

MSGT (RET) Alejandro (Alex)

Antonio Martinez

service announcement
TRACY (ROGERS) TROW

SEPT. 27, 1967-MARCH 9, 2023

Land Water
and People

By Gregg Goodland

Celebrating our new 
headquarters

Wednesday dawned with an 
unseasonably gray sky. The threat 
of rain during a normally dry period 
cast doubt on my plans for an outside 
event. To top it off, I was nervous, 
which is pretty unusual for me. This 
is what I do. I’d finished my final 
personal preparations, gathered my 
things, and left the house early.

Arriving early at the office I found 
a few more folks than normal already 
there. I noticed it immediately. There 
was a building energy and sense of 
excited anticipation in the room that 
made me feel better for what was 
waiting for me to complete today. 
I’ve been planning this for months 
and today was the day. The grand 
opening of the new headquarters 
of the Rio Grande National Forest 
(RGNF). My new office. 

Coworkers volunteered eagerly to 
help with last-minute preparations. 
We laughed and joked as I lined out 
the details for tasks that I should have 
delegated weeks ago. The team was 
amazing and what I thought would 
be a couple of hours of work was 
done in less than one. We were ready.

Several of our guests, mostly 
from the Rocky Mountain Region 
of the Forest Service, arrived early. 
Thinking they were important to us, 
they tried to get an early glimpse of the 
building. Ok, so they ARE important 
to us, and they DID get their pre-
ceremony tour. But these were the 
people that had played significant 
roles in the process of getting us to 
this meaningful occasion. 

Almost freakishly, just as I 
announced that we’d get started in 
two minutes, the winds decided to up 
their game as well. Our light breeze 
increased to a more determined 
moderate breeze. I contemplated 
moving the event inside, but our 
nearly 50 guests looked comfortable, 
so we pressed on. At least the rain 
would hold off for a while. 

Getting the party started, I 

introduced Dan Dallas, the Forest 
Supervisor of the Rio Grande 
National Forest, who welcomed 
our guests and spoke of the many 
challenges we overcame along the 
way. He also gave heartfelt thanks 
to many key players both internally 
and externally. 

We were honored to have the 
Regional Forester of the Forest 
Service’s Rocky Mountain Region, 
Frank Beum, join us. Frank shared 
with the crowd that he began his career 
over 42 years ago, this week, in the 
Saguache Ranger District and that the 
RGNF still held a special place in his 
heart. Frank expressed his gratitude 
for all the folks involved in our 
cumbersome process and offered his 
best wishes as we integrated another 
office in the community of Del Norte. 

Town of Del Norte Trustee, 
Marty Asplin, provided graciously 
welcoming remarks on behalf of 
Mayor Chris Trujillo, who was 
unable to attend at the last minute. 

Our final speaker was Aaron 
Horrocks from the Upper Rio 
Grande School District. Aaron 
shared many anecdotes from the 
district’s perspective that illustrated 
the tenacity of that organization 
and its commitment to bring this 
deal to fruition. We were pleased to 
have Aaron and other school board 
members attend our ceremony. 

With a seemingly increased breeze 
blowing, we shifted positions for the 
ceremonial ribbon cutting to signify 
our new headquarters’ opening. Dan 
cut the red ribbon with a pair of 
oversized scissors and proclaimed our 
official opening. With that symbolic 
cut, much of the unnecessary anxiety 
I had been harboring left me in 
a rush. Thankfully, I invited our 
guests inside, out of the insistent 
breeze, for refreshments and tours 
of the building. The lighthearted 
conversations and introductions 
were truly a trademark of the 

community of Del Norte. We are 
grateful for the warm welcome. 

On behalf of Rio Grande National 
Forest Leadership, I’d like to thank 
everyone that played a role in our 
long and complicated journey that 
culminated in us moving into our 
new office earlier this year. I will not 
attempt to name individuals because 
I would assuredly omit someone. 
A sincere thank you to everyone in 
theses departments and organizations: 
the Upper Rio Grande School District; 
the Town of Del Norte; the Del Norte 
Fire Department; the Forest Service 
Rocky Mountain Region – Lands and 
Realty Program Area, Engineering 
Program Area and the Contracting 
Program Area; the Rio Grande 
National Forest – Lands and Realty 
Program Area, Engineering Program 
Area, and the several individuals 
that took on the heavy workload of 
managing our move. We are grateful 
to you all.

Gregg Goodland is the Public 

Affairs Officer for the Rio Grande 
National Forest. An avid outdoor 

enthusiast ,  he promotes the 

responsible and safe use of our 

public lands.

Quintana is described as a Hispanic 
female, about 5 feet and 4 inches tall, 
weighing around 110 to 120 pounds 
with brown hair and brown eyes.

“We encourage the use of the tipline 
to provide information about Edna 
Quintana,” said Saguache County 

Sheriff Dan Warwick. “Someone has 
that key piece of information that will 
help us locate Edna.” 

Anyone who might have information 
is asked to call the CBI tipline at 719-
416-5815 or the Saguache County 
Sheriff’s Office at 719-655-2525.

HELP Continued from Page 1A
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oPinion & editorial

I know it will come as no surprise 
to my male readers out there just 
how important it is to have what is 
known as the “right answer” when 
dealing with partners of the female 
persuasion. 

I mentioned some weeks ago that 
Miss Trixie and I are celebrating 
seven great years together. She just 
rolled her eyes at that statement – a 
medical condition I am trying to 
get fixed — and reminded me it 
is ten. But like I said, seven great 
years of joint habitation together.

And in that time Ol’ Dutch has 
learned a thing or two mainly due 
to the fact that Miss Trixie knows 
“everything.”

And to give credit where credit 
is due, she has a plethora of 
knowledge to draw from and I have 
learned that I really do not have to 
remember much if I just tell her.

But there are other conversations 
that come up daily that I am getting 
more skilled at also when dealing 
with Her Highness. For instance, 
yesterday we were slated to have 
a cookout with Uncle Si and his 
wife Miss Candy and Ol’ Dutch 
was slated to be the cook.

For those of you unaccustomed 
to the English language, that means 
I had to grill the ribs.

Now Ol’ Dutch has cooked 
enough pork ribs to have been the 
Prodigal son, but to Miss Trixie, 
this gave us an opportunity to 
“communicate.”

And here is how that went. She 
asked me simply if I was going to 
put the BBQ sauce on first or after 
the ribs cooked a little while. Now 
for most of you this may seem like 
a straightforward question but Ol’ 
Dutch has been in more rodeos 
like this than can be counted so I 
gave the safe answer of “I don’t 
care,” hoping she would tell me 
her preference.

But for you unattached bachelors 
out there, that is not how this 
works. Because she didn’t want 
me to answer but wanted to have 
a conversation about it before 
coming to her choice.

So back and forth we went with 
Miss Trixie stating the pros and 
cons of putting the sauce on first 
or later and at the presentation 
of each choice, Ol’ Dutch wisely 
answered, “I don’t care.”

Finally, she got to the point and 
told me that the last time I cooked 
ribs, I put the BBQ sauce on later in 
the cooking process and they were 
especially yummy. And at that point 
I saw the exit lane coming up like a 
welcome relief on a busy highway 
and Ol’ Dutch took it.

Knowing that I had been led to 
where she wanted me to go, finally, 
I said that is how I would do it. 
This resulted in her leaving me 
alone to look for a new rifle online 

The right answer

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

for my birthday, which is exactly 
what I had been doing before “we” 
decided to “have a talk.”

I have to say that getting older 
does have some downsides, but 
it also has certain perks if a man 
will only pay attention and learn 
from past mistakes. For in failing 
thousands of times to provide what 
we believe is the right answer, we 
finally learn what to say and just 
when to say it.

Early on, Ol’ Dutch made the 
mistake of actually stating my 
preference when asked by a partner 
of what I wanted to eat, what to do, 
where to go or color to paint the 
living room.

After about 20 years of providing 
what I found out was the “wrong 
answer,” I then tried another 
approach when under interrogation 
by the Gestapo.

I would try and think about what I 
was supposed to say and then repeat 
that to my Beloved. She would 
then say, “you are just saying that 
to shut me up.”

Well yea! And then the fight 
began.

After 40-plus years it has finally 
come to me that what women want 
is for us to “communicate.” That 
means listen.

So, Ol’ Dutch finally was able to 
decipher how Miss Trixie wanted 
her ribs without a fight about it 
one way or the other as I could 
care less how they are cooked 
as long as I can get the meat off 
the bones and into my mouth in a 
timely fashion.

That about ended our week, 
and another Monday has rolled 
around, and I cannot wait to meet 
all the people coming to raft with 
Mountain Man Rafting/Narrow 
Ridge Outdoors in South Fork. 
Here’s to high water and fun times 
ahead.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 

Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.

com. Additional news can be found 

at www.troutrepublic.com or on 

Twitter at TroutRepublic.

If you think that race is only 
an issue in the country’s biggest 
cities, consider a murder trial that 
recently concluded in the small 
town where I live, in the Rogue 
Valley of southern Oregon.

The defendant in this criminal 
case was Robert Paul Keegan, 
a 50-year-old white man. In 
November 2020, Keegan was 
staying at a motel in Ashland, a 
few miles from my home, because 
his house had burned down two 
months earlier in a wildfire.

Keegan, who had complained 
before about noise at the motel, 
testified that one night at around 
4 a.m. he heard loud music and 
believed it was coming from the 
motel parking lot where a Black 
teenager, Aidan Ellison, was 
sitting in a parked car. 

Ellison, 19, was staying at the 
motel because he’d also lost his 
home in the fire. A roommate told 
police that Ellison had trouble 
sleeping and had gone outside 
to sit in her car to avoid keeping 
her awake. 

Keegan admitted that he used 
profane language in shouting at 
Ellison and claimed that Ellison 
responded in kind.

The motel clerk testified that 
after Keegan complained, he 
checked the parking lot, heard no 
music, and found Ellison to be 
“very chill” in his car.

Then, while Ellison and the 
clerk were talking, Keegan entered 
the parking lot with a gun and 
confronted Ellison. The clerk, 
the only eyewitness to these 
events, testified that he tried to 
break up their heated argument. 
The argument only lasted a few 
minutes because suddenly, Keegan 
fired, killing Ellison with a single 
gunshot to the chest.

Keegan at first claimed that Ellison 
hit him in the face, causing him to 
fear for his life and to fire in self-

defense . 
But photos 
taken that 
night by 
p o l i c e 
showed no 
evidence 
o f 
Keegan’s 
f a c e 
h a v i n g 
been hit, 
a n d  a 
m e d i c a l 
examiner 
tes t i f ied 
t h a t  a n 
a u t o p s y 
showed no evidence that Ellison 
had struck anyone.

Killing Ellison was “not a 
reasonable use of force in this 
situation,” the prosecutor told the 
jury.

Faced with overwhelming 
evidence that a white man had 
killed a young and unarmed Black 
man, Keegan’s lawyers crafted their 
case to appeal to the jury, which was 
composed only of white people.

Keegan  c la imed  he  was 
frightened by this tall Black 
person, and his lawyers told 
the jury that Keegan was being 
unfairly charged by authorities 
who felt pressure to be “hyper-
vigilant” in a “post-George Floyd 
world.” The reference was to 
nationwide protests that followed 
the police killing of a Black man 
in Minneapolis in 2020.

After hearing the arguments, 
the jury found Keegan not guilty 
of murder — a crime that would 
have resulted in a mandatory 
minimum sentence of 25 years. 
Instead, the jury found him guilty 
of manslaughter — a killing 
that is “committed recklessly 
under circumstances manifesting 
extreme indifference to the value 
of human life.” That crime carries 

a minimum sentence of 10 years.
The judge in the case applied 

the minimum sentence plus one 
additional year each for convictions 
of unlawful possession of a firearm 
and reckless endangerment of the 
motel clerk.

At a community meeting in 
Ashland last year, Black speakers 
put the killing of Aidan Ellison in 
a context they know well. They 
said that unlike most white people, 
many people of color live with 
the constant fear of harassment, 
discrimination, or even death.

“This is a story we’ve heard 
again and again, in community 
after community,” said Nkenge 
Harmon Johnson, head of the 
Urban League of Portland.

“Something that should have 
been nothing at all turns into a 
deadly situation, and often it’s for 
a Black or brown person. They are 
killed at the hand of someone who 
thinks they have the right to do it, 
perhaps very much because of the 
color of the skin of their victim.”

After Keegan was acquitted 
of murder, speakers at a protest 
said that regardless of the trial’s 
outcome, justice had never been 
possible for Aidan Ellison, a 
Black young man who many local 
residents believe would still be 
alive today if he’d been white.

“Aidan’s mom will never see 
her son again,” said Ashland 
City Councilor Gina DuQuenne. 
“Aidan will never be a dad. 
Aidan will never be able to be a 
grandfather.

“Aidan will never be able to 
experience life because he is gone, 
and he’s never coming back.” 

Matt Witt is a contributor to Writers 

on the Range, writersontherange.

org, an independent nonprofit 

dedicated to spurring conversation 

about the West. He is a writer and 

photographer in Talent, Oregon.

Writers on 
the Range
by Matt Witt

A teenager who was killed 
should still be with us

letters Policy
Letters are welcome and encouraged. They 

should be fewer than 300 words, unless arranged 
beforehand with the editor, and they are subject 
to editing for length and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the author and 
include a phone number and address where 
the author can be reached (these are not for 
publication). Letters forwarded from other 
organizations or sent to staff and not for print must 
be designated as such. Letters over 300 words and 
without contact information will be returned to 

the sender or discarded. 
We will accept one letter per person, per subject, 

per four issues. We reserve the right to reject 
letters for reasons we believe are appropriate. 
Please send letters to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley 
Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144 
or e-mail to bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com 
(Attention: Letter to the Editor). Deadline for 
letters is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to space 
constraints.
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The Alamosa County Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting 
for Ice Hunters recently. The business was started by David Elwart 
and John Barndt. A grand opening was held on Saturday, May 27, 
at the Water Works car wash at 418 Main St., Alamosa. Ice Hunters 
has ice and water vending machines at two locations in Alamosa 
and one in Monte Vista.

Ribbon cutting for 
Ice Hunters

CENTER — A Skeff Scholarship 
was awarded in the amount of $1,300 
to Laisha Arroyo at the Monte Vista 
Awards Night. She plans to attend 
Adams State University to major in 
graphic design.

Skeff Scholarships were awarded 
in the amount of $500 each to Alexia 
Badachi, Joaquin Moreno, Daniela 
Gonzalez, Kamryn Garcia and Arleth 
Villalobos at the Center Awards 
Night on May 16. Badachi plans to 
attend Colorado State University in 
Pueblo, Colorado to major in nursing, 
Gonzalez plans to attend Adams 

State University to study psychology, 
Moreno plans to attend Adams State 
to study history, Garcia plans to attend 
Adams State to study nursing and 
Villalobos plans to attend Trinidad 
State to study nursing.

An annuity was purchased for the 
Monte Vista School District and the 
Center School District in 2003.  Each 
year a check is sent from Kansas 
City Life Insurance Company for the 
interest on the funds to be given as 
a scholarship to students selected by 
the schools. The annuity is good for 
a minimum of 20 years. Ray Skeff 

passed away April 7, 2022, but will 
be remembered each year as the 
scholarship will continue for as long 
as Colette is living.

This is the 20th year of the Skeff 
Scholarship for both schools and a 
total has been awarded in the amount 
of $62,410.

The Skeff’s wanted to give the 
scholarships to express their support 
for deserving students who want an 
education. Ray Skeff was a graduate 
from Center High School and Colette 
Skeff was a graduate from Monte 
Vista High School.  

Courtesy photo

Skeff Scholarships were awarded to Center High School seniors, from left to right, Arleth Villabobos, Joaquin 
Moreno, Daniela Gonzalez, Alexia Badachi, and Kamryn Garcia, on May 16.

2023 Ray and Colette Skeff 
Scholarship awarded

contriButed

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council is proud to be hosting the 
annual Silver Thread Studio Tour 
on Saturday, Aug. 12, and is seeking 
artists within South Fork and Creede 
to participate. The Studio Tour 
showcases artists in the area — from 
emerging artists to those with national 
recognition. Previous venues have 
included private homes, studios, and 
art galleries where artists may exhibit 
their work.

Ar t i s t s  wi l l  share  ideas , 
answer questions, and or perform 
demonstrations to the public. Artwork 
will be showcased and available 
for purchase. All types of artists 
across mediums are encouraged to 
apply including painting, jewelry, 

pottery, glass blowing, stained 
glass, photography, wood carving, 
papermaking, sculpture, wind chimes, 
metal arts, deer skin, rocks, furniture, 
ceramics; and fiber arts such as quilting, 
weaving, spinning yarn, knitting, felting 
and various surface design techniques.  

Artist locations must be along 
the Silver Thread Scenic Byway, 
Highway 149, beginning in South 
Fork, through Creede and ending at 
The Studios at Bristol. Full or part time 
residents in these areas are eligible. To 
download an application visit www.
creedeartscouncil.com/silver-thread-
studio-tour.

For questions or more information, 
e-mail creedearts@outlook.com or call 
CAC at 719-658-0312. The application 
deadline is Friday, June 23.

Silver Thread Studio 
Tour seeking participants
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Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Spring is just beginning to break in the high country above 
South Fork. Animals are emerging from their wintery 
slumber and coming out to snack on the fresh grass, 
flowers and Aspen leaves. Lots of snow remains in the 
high elevations.

Rio Grande Hospital to 
host groundbreaking for 

wellness center
By lyndsie ferrell

DEL NORTE — For the past three 
years, Rio Grande Hospital has been 
working to finalize plans for a wellness 
center near the hospital in Del Norte 
and recently announced that it will 
officially break ground on the project 
before the end of the month. 

The conversation first started 
when Rio Grande Hospital CEO 
Arlene Harms held a presentation 
for the Upper Rio Grande Economic 
Development members in 2020, first 
announcing the plans for the wellness 
center along with the construction of a 
new clinic in South Fork. Harms stated 
that the hospital had been donated 
land located to the southwest of the 
main hospital grounds just outside of 
Del Norte and that they hoped to see 
the project begin after the new clinic 
was completed. 

The project plans include four 
homes and a communal building that 
could be accessed by the public for 
many different reasons. The homes 
would be placed on a portion of land 
near the hospital donated by the Off 
family and used to house people in need 
of temporary homes while dealing with 
the hospital as a patient, a student, or 
a medical professional.

Now that the clinic in South Fork is 
working on celebrating its first year in 
the small mountain town, the hospital 
has announced that they will be breaking 
ground on the wellness center at 11 a.m. 
on June 15 and invites the public to come 
join them in celebrating this milestone 
accomplishment. The ceremony will 
include details about the wellness center 

and a chance to see what the final product 
will eventually look like. 

During the initial presentation 
hosted by Upper Rio Grande economic 
Development three years ago, Harms 
explained that the goal was to provide 
a place for recovery and to provide 
housing for visiting hospital staff and 
family members. The wellness center 
would also be a place to host educational 
programs for the public such as healthy 
cooking classes, yoga and more. 

Plans for the center took a screeching 
halt right before the COVID-19 
pandemic shut things down in 2020 but 
have since been perfected and designed 
to fit all the needs of the hospital 
and the community. Designs for the 
model were made with the help of 
Colorado State University and several 
other members of the community and 
hospital board.

CPW: Fishing at Home Lake 
State Wildlife Area closed 
through at least June 16

Photo by Brian Williams

Nearly a half-dozen signs are posted at the Home Lake State Wildlife 
Area alerting the public to a mandatory closure to fishing at the lake 
through June 16.

contriButed

MONTE VISTA — Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife implemented 
a mandatory closure to fishing at 
Home Lake State Wildlife Area 
effective June 2-16.

The closure was authorized Friday 
afternoon, June 2, after testing the 
lake water due to chemical exposure. 
The closure was recommended 
by the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment. 
The direct cause of the chemical 
exposure is being investigated by 
multiple agencies, including CPW 
and the Colorado Department of 
Agriculture.

“Our early sampling has indicated 
that two herbicides used for 
agriculture have made their way 
onto the vegetation on the south 
end of the property and into the 
water,” said CPW Area Wildlife 
Manager Rick Basagoitia. “Out of 
an abundance of caution, we will 
halt fishing for a couple of weeks 
as we determine the appropriate 
course of action and monitor the 
affected areas.”

CPW will continue to sample the 
water and determine impacts in the 
reservoir. The herbicides detected 
can be toxic to aquatic life.

“We haven’t seen stressed fish 
or a die off so far, just the dead 
snails along the shore,” said CPW 
Aquatic Biologist Estevan Vigil. 
“But we want to warn the public 
not to consume any fish from this 
lake at this time.”

Home Lake State Wildlife Area is 
located approximately 1½ miles east 
of Monte Vista and shares a boundary 
with Shriver & Wright State Wildlife 
Area and Rio Grande State Wildlife 
Area. It offers fishing for rainbow 
trout, channel catfish, largemouth 
bass, bluegill, and grass carp.

“Thankfully, this does not appear 
to have impacted those other two 
properties,” Basagoitia said. “The 
swath is approximately a mile but 
doesn’t seem to have extended to 

other properties. As part of the 
investigation, we will continue to 
monitor how far this does extend.”

CPW has limited the amount of 
water exiting Home Lake to prevent 
any further impacts downstream.

The lake will be marked with 
closure signs. The two-week closure 
will allow CPW and partnering 
agencies to monitor and sample the 
water to determine the extent of the 
exposure. It is possible the closure 
will be extended.

Low Rider Show planned for 
July 22 in San Luis

SAN LUIS — A few weeks ago, 
Aaron Hernandez sponsored a 
basketball tournament. Despite the 
weather, there was a good turnout. 
There were five teams. Everyone 
was a winner that day and all got 
a special t-shirt with the Stations 
of the Cross and San Luis Oldest 
Town on it.

Hernandez is now gearing up 
for the 2023 Low Rider Show 

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on July 22 
during the Festival of Santiago y 
Santa Ana.

Al l  years  of  vehic les  are 
welcome. There is a $25 entry fee 
for vehicles and $15 for fancy bikes 
and motorcycles. The last day to 
register is by 3 p.m. on July 21. 
First prize is $500 and $250 for 
second place. 

For a $10 raffle ticket, a person 

has a chance to go to Las Vegas. A 
couple of live bands will perform. 
Food will be available, as well as 
additional cash prizes and games. 
There is a parade at 10 a.m. that 
morning.

Hernandez hopes to raise $10,000 
“to be able to have more cars and 
more music.” For more information 
and to register, call Hernandez at 
719-232-2140.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Saguache County Land Use Office will be holding a series of education / outreach for the 
public on the passage of the Saguache County Nuisance Ordinance that was recently passed by the 
Board of County Commissioners. Dates, time, and location will be as follows; 
June 20, 2023 – 5:00PM Center Kiwanis Club of Center – 510 S Broadway St., Center, CO  81125
June 21, 2023 – 5:00PM KV Homeowners Association – 26415 Woodward Ave., Moffat, CO  
81143
June 26, 2023 – 5:00PM Tomichi Creek Trading Post – 71420 US-50, Sargents, CO 81248
June 27, 2023 – 5:00PM Baca Grande Property Owners Association – 68575 Co. Rd. T, Crestone, 
CO  81131
June 28, 2023 – 5:00PM Saguache County Road and Bridge – 305 3rd Street, Saguache, CO  81149
To view the Saguache County Nuisance Ordinance that was passed, you can go on the Saguache 
County Website at www.saguachecounty-co.gov or pick up a copy at the Saguache County Land 
Use Office, 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO  81149.
No. 1668 published in the Center Post Dispatch,Thursday, May 18 and 25 and June 1, 8,15,22 
and 29, 2023.

Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to the Board of Edu-

cation of the Center Consolidated School Joint District Number 26 for the Fiscal Year 

beginning July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2024 and has been filed in the Office of the 
Superintendent located at 550 South Sylvester Avenue, Center, CO 81125 where it is avail-
able for public inspection. This budget is also available on the District’s Website at: www.
center.kl2.co.us within the Financial Transparency module. Such proposed budget will be 
considered for adoption at a Regular or Special meeting of the Board of Education of said 

District on or before June 30, 2023.

Any person paying taxes in said District may at any time prior tot he final adoption of the 
budget may file or register his/her objections hereto.

No. 1670 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 1 and 8, 2023.

ANTHONY PECHENIK and SHERRY MIELING ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
and required to appear and defend against the claims of the complaint in this action by 
filing with the District Court Clerk, Saguache County, an answer or other response to the 
following civil action.

This summons is in regard to Civil Action No. 2023CV30005, District Court, Sa-
guache County, State of Colorado, Plaintiff Doree Newbery V. Defendants Anthony Pech-
enik and Sherry Mieling; and all unknown persons who may claim any interest in the 
subject matter of this action.

You are required to file your answer or other response within 35 days after the service 
of this summons. Service of this summons shall be complete on the day of the last publica-
tion. A copy of the complaint may be obtained from the clerk of the court.

If you fail to file your answer or other response to the complaint in writing within 35 
days after the date of the last publication, judgment by default may be rendered against you 
by the court for the relief demanded in the complaint without further notice.

This is an action in which the Plaintiff is seeking reversal of the fraudulent transfer 
of real property in her favor and against the named defendants. The property at issue is 
known as 2202 Spanish Creek Road, Crestone, CO 81131.

Plaintiff’s attorney-of-record is Gerald L. Jorgensen, Atty. Reg. No. 18855, 8001 Aris-
ta Pl., Suite 415, Broomfield, CO 80021.
No. 1671 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 8, 15, 22 and 29 and 
July 6, 2023.

By lyndsie ferrell

CREEDE — Even with the promise 
of rain in the forecast, about 100 
runners hit the pavement on Saturday, 
June 3, in various locations outside 
of Creede as they set out on the day’s 
journey while participating in this 
year’s Run Off Run Off event. 

As the participants headed out 
on their designated route, several 
volunteers showed up at Hargraves 
Park south of town to set up the 
welcome home party at the finish 
line. The Creede and Mineral County 
Chamber as well as members of the 
Headwaters Alliance set up booths for 
snacks and refreshing beverages while 
local musicians played tunes to the 
sound of approaching feet hitting the 
bike trail coming from the flood plain.

The Run Off Run Off began in 2010 
as a way of raising awareness about the 
importance of water and what people 
can do to help ensure clean water is 
available to everyone. What started as 
an educational project by Willow Creek 
Reclamation Committee and now the 
newly formed Headwaters Alliance, 
this race has brought people from all 
over the country and from all levels of 
athletics to the small mountain town.

The event began as a way to 
educate the public on the importance 
of preserving the nation’s headwater 
rivers like the Rio Grande. In the early 
days, when Forrest Getz and Heather 
Dutton began the event, it was known 
to locals as the High Country Hustle 
and was the only fundraising event 
for the Willow Creek Reclamation 
Committee for the year. The funds 
went directly to WCRC projects for 
the coming year and usually took 
place in April.

For the past 13 years, minus one that 

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Hargraves Park was the place to be on Saturday to welcome participants of the annual Run Off Run Off race and marathon.

Run Off Run Off beats rain, has successful turnout

was delayed due to COVID in 2020, 
this race has helped raise funding for 
reclamation and water preservation 
projects throughout the Creede area. 
Not much has changed since those 

early days but now the race includes 
a 6.6 K, half marathon and marathon 
options as well as a new racecourse 
that takes participants along the Rio 
Grande and through some of the most 

beautiful country surrounding Creede.
Those that participated this year 

were once again thrilled with the new 
course route, stating that being off 
the highway and away from traffic 

really added to the ambiance of the 
event and made the experience even 
more special. 

This year’s winners will be announced 
as soon as names are released.

Subscribe Online!

.com
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Relationships are an important part 
of life. Healthy relationships have 
the ability to bring us great joy and 
satisfaction; however, unhealthy ones 
have the power to make life miserable! 

Throughout my life, God’s Word 
has taught me so many great lessons 
about how to get along with people—
something I wasn’t very good at. But 
I think the greatest lesson was this: 
Choose to live in peace with others. 

Simply put, it’s God’s will for us to 
live in peace and harmony with one 
another, and His Word offers clear 
instructions on how to get along with 
people in our daily lives. 

First Peter 3:11 (AMPC) says, 
“Let him search for peace (harmony; 
undisturbedness from fears, agitating 
passions, and moral conflicts) and 
seek it eagerly. [Do not merely desire 
peaceful relations with God, with your 
fellowmen, and with yourself, but 
pursue, go after them!]”

Notice how this verse says we can’t 
merely desire peaceful relationships—
we have to pursue them. Now, this 
doesn’t mean we won’t ever disagree. 
People are naturally going to have 
disagreements, and it’s okay to disagree 
if we can do it respectfully. But we must 
avoid strife!

The dictionary defines strife 
as “bickering, arguing, a heated 
disagreement, or an angry undercurrent.” 
Strife is one of the greatest threats to the 
body of Christ; it has the ability to destroy 
marriages, personal relationships and 
even churches. Like a seed, strife can 
get planted through something we say 
or do, then eventually grow to become 
a major problem.

God’s Word tells us that it’s the “little 
foxes” that sneak into the vineyard and 
spoil all the grapes (Song of Solomon 
2:15). I believe this is true when it 
comes to strife. Left unchecked, even 
minor disagreements or frustrations can 
eventually destroy a relationship.  

So, how do we keep strife out of 
our relationships? Here are a couple 
practical tips:

Maintain a Humble Heart

Where there is contention and strife, 
there is also pride. That’s why it is so 
important for us to practice humility. 
We all like to be right—whether it’s 
an argument about a major issue or 
something trivial. However, humility 
insists that we give up our “right to be 
right.”

I can’t tell you how many times my 
husband, Dave, and I went round after 
round, arguing about the same thing. But 
even when I “won,” I still really lost, 
because I damaged our relationship and 
gave up my peace in the process.

I challenge you to adopt an attitude of 
humility. If you’re having an argument, 
be the first to make peace or apologize...
even if you know you are right! It may 
be painful in the moment, but you will 
reap the rewards long after it’s all over. 

Let Love Be Your Guide
Strife isn’t just a 21st century problem. 

In fact, the apostle Paul wrote to the 
early Church, encouraging them to 
avoid strife and stay away from petty 
arguments.  

In Philippians 2:2 (AMPC), he writes, 
“Fill up and complete my joy by living 
in harmony and being of the same mind 
and one in purpose, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one 
harmonious mind and intention.”

Where there is unity, God gives His 
blessing (Psalm 133). And Matthew 
18:19 tells us there is power in agreement. 
However, we can’t truly agree and walk 
in unity if there is bitterness, offense, or 
unforgiveness in our hearts. 

I can put a big smile on my face and 
say all the right things, but if I’m still 
choosing to focus on negative thoughts 
and feelings about someone, I’m not 
really walking in love or unity. It’s 
not just my outward appearance that 
matters—even more important is what’s 
going on inside.

First Corinthians 13:5 (AMPC) tells 
us that love “is not touchy or fretful or 
resentful; it takes no account of the evil 
done to it.” Verse 7 goes on to tell us that 
love believes the best of every person.

Can you imagine what would happen 
in our relationships if we simply 

The Ultimate Key to 
Peaceful Relationships

followed these two verses? 
I encourage you to truly love the 

people in your life. Make a decision to 
be peaceful and unified no matter what 
tries to get between you and others. And 
remember that “love never fails” (1 
Corinthians 13:8). 

Seek the Prince of Peace
The very best relationship advice I 

can give you is to develop a personal, 
intimate relationship with Jesus Christ, 
the Prince of Peace. I encourage you to 
spend regular time with Him through 
prayer and by reading and studying His 
Word. 

As you do, He will literally change 
you from the inside out, causing you to 
think differently and act differently. It 
is only when we receive His peace and 
His love that we can truly give it away 
to others!

I am so grateful for the peace of 
God in my life. The Lord has not only 
changed my relationships, but He has 
changed me. And He will do the same 
for you. It all begins with a simple 
decision to pursue peace.

For more on this topic, order 
Joyce’s three-part teaching resource 
Recognizing and Dealing with Strife. 
You can also contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND 
and THE ANSWER TO ANXIETY 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Let’s Dish it Out!
 Looking for a way to 

make your community 
a better place? Join The 
Dish! The Dish is an up 
and coming community 

organization focused on event planning and bringing 
people together through great food. Sign up now and 
help us build a stronger, more vibrant town. Contact 

thedish@gmail.com to get involved today!

In Plant Cleaning of Fine Oriental Rugs & Machine Made Area Rugs
Professional Installation/Hardwood/Laminate, Tile Flooring

(303) 444-6117 finecare.den@gmail.com

 www.finecare.com 30 Years Experience

Fine Carpet & Fabric Care

southbound.
When the troopers arrived, they 

determined there was a camera at 
the Mosca Pit Stop that could have 
footage of the incident and then 
examined the scene and collected 
evidence.

On March 10, CSP received 
an anonymous tip stating that an 
individual who lived in the caller’s 
vicinity had “hit a deer a few days 
ago.” The individual was identified 
as Debach.

The trooper investigating the 
incident was unable to obtain any 
contact information for Debach 
but obtained his full name and 
June 8 of birth from the Saguache 
County Sheriff’s Office. Several 
hours later, the trooper received a 
call from Debach who told him that 
his neighbor told him he had not 
struck a deer but a person.

Debach explained he was on his 
way to work and was not speeding 
when he struck what he thought 

was a deer. He said, “his radiator 
was not damaged, and he did not 
want to be late for work,” which 
is why he did not stop to see what 
he had hit.

Debach agreed to meet the 
trooper at the Colorado State Patrol 
Alamosa Office and brought the 
vehicle that was involved in the 
incident.

Upon arr iving at  the CSP 
Alamosa office, Debach stated “it 
was extremely dark, his headlights 
are not the brightest, and when the 
impact occurred, the only thing 
going through his mind was fixing 
the truck.”

Debach said that he later called 
a friend because he did not know 
how to work on vehicles and was 
upset that he had hit a deer.

Debach’s truck was examined, 
and photographs sent to other 
troopers investigating the case 
showed the damage was consistent 
with the crash and the paint chips 

that were found at the scene.
DNA evidence was also collected 

from the truck and was sent to the 
state lab for testing.

A subsequent review of video 
footage obtained from the Mosca 
Pit Stop shows a vehicle that 
behaves in a manner similar to 
what was described by Debach at 
a time consistent with when the 
incident occurred.

Following an arrest warrant 
being issued, Debach was taken 
into custody and transported to the 
Alamosa County Jail on May 18. 
He posted a bond of $50,000 and 
was released the same day.

Debach is scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing in the incident 
on July 27.

ARREST Continued from Page 1A

“For no expressed reason,” 
Saguache County Commissioner 
Tom McCracken said.

Live Nation promised officials the 
event would not burden local law 
enforcement. The promoter worked 
with the Colorado Department of 
Transportation and the Colorado 
State Patrol along with local 
businesses and law enforcement 
to make sure the event did not 
overwhelm the rural valley. 

“Live Nation did everything I 
asked. There was never any issues 
with them at all,” Warwick said. 
“I don’t think there was a negative 
impact, that I could see, to any local 
businesses or resources. Everything 
went very well.”

Calls and emails to Live Nation 
representatives were not returned. It 
is unclear if the festival will happen 
this year in another location. 

Last go-round, ticket sales for 
the Sept. 2-4 event began in the 
spring, before Live Nation had 
secured all the required permits 
from Chaffee County. The county’s 
commissioners and health officials 
wanted to limit attendance as a 
pandemic-related precaution and 
that was an issue. Live Nation 
officials told Chaffee County 
commissioners it needed to begin 
marketing the 2022 concert in the 
spring to make sure it could sell 
enough tickets.  

Eventually the company left 
Buena Vista for Villa Grove. 

“I think it’s horrible they are not 
coming back,” Warwick said. “I 
really enjoyed it and I think it was 
good for the valley as a whole to 
bring something like that. It was 
something we don’t see in the valley 
very often.”

None of event’s social media 
channels have mentioned a 2023 
concert or lineup and comments 
on the festival’s latest posts from 
February are heavy with concerns 
about June 8s, ticket sales and the 
potential of the event not happening. 

Seven Peaks Festival founder 
Dierks Bentley in early May told 
the “Taste of Country” podcast that 
the festival he started in 2019 in 
Buena Vista was a challenge in the 
San Luis Valley. 

“There was no electricity out there 
and not very good cell service and 
not many amenities. It was kind of 
a hard place to do it,” Bentley said 
in the May 3 podcast. “We didn’t 
make any money. We lost millions 
of dollars. And I think Live Nation 
was like ‘we need to find a way to 
make money.’”

Bentley said “there’s a possibility” 
of the event moving to Red Rocks 
this year. 

“After five years it might be nice 
to see how it works in a place near 
civilization,” he said.

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1A

now retired, will be offering his 
expertise as a volunteer, staffing 
the new visitor center at the Baca 
National Wildlife Refuge. Also new 
to the refuge, is wildlife researcher 
Valerie Tafoya.

In an interview with the Valley 
Courier, Sloan said he was excited 
to be at the refuge and in the area.

“What really drew us to the area is 
the fact that it [The San Luis Valley] 
is totally supported by public lands, 
refuge on the west side, forest on 
the east side, national park to the 
south, forest on the west. All of that 
is very attractive,” he said.

“Primarily, I will be working 
in the visitor center to help the 
public understand what the national 
wildlife system is all about, and the 
allowable activities on refuges. The 
national wildlife refuges and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
the only federal agency with the 
primary mission is the conservation 
of wildlife and fish for the American 
people.”

Sloan said he will be volunteering 
wherever the refuge needs him and 

that he recently took photographs for 
the wildlife management study area.

Sloan added he was optimistic 
that he may assist in offering guided 
interpretative tours of the refuge, 
“as a good and compatible way to 
use the national wildlife refuge. The 
proposed guided tours are in the very 
early planning stages.”

As previously reported, the refuge 
has a new one-mile hiking trail that 
will eventually extend an additional 
mile to the Crestone Kiosk and is 
part of a plan the Eastern San Luis 
Valley Trail Coalition is working 
on. Ideally, an unbroken trail will 
connect the Baca National Wildlife 
Refuge, Colorado College Baca 
Campus, Crestone Charter School, 
Baca Grande Subdivision, and the 
Town of Crestone. The trail will 
offer non-motorized, multi-use 
recreation opportunities.

The 93,000-acre Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge was established 
in 2004 on the Baca Grant Ranch 
and is a highly diverse combination 
of shrublands, grasslands, wet 
meadows, playa wetlands, and 

riparian areas. The refuge was 
established as a haven for migratory 
and resident wildlife, and also as 
an important piece in a broader 
conservation effort to protect the 
wildlife, habitat, and water of the 
north and eastern portions of the San 
Luis Valley. The refuge is a great 
place for visitors to view elk and 
for scientists to study them.

New to the refuge is researcher 
Tafoya, a graduate intern who will 
be working through the Directorate 
Fellow Program, a hiring program 
to engage college students in natural 
resource management at the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
program is a paid, 11-week summer 
fellowship administered through a 
Hispanic Access Foundation. Tafoya 
will monitor the elk population on 
both the refuge and Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve. 
She will develop and report on elk 
distribution across these public 
lands. Tafoya told the Valley Courier 
she was looking forward to studying 
the intersection of elk migration 
between public and private lands. 

Tafoya will return to the University 
of Michigan at Ann Arbor to 
complete her graduate studies.

Fo r  peop le  i n t e r e s t ed  i n 
volunteering on the Baca National 
Refuge, contact Manager Ty Benally 
at ty_ benally@fws.gov.

Starting June 2, the visitor center 
at Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
every Friday and Saturday, except 

for Saturday, June 10, when the 
center will be open from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. 

Refuge management asks that 
due to prairie dog activity in nearby 
habitat, follow the 15 mph speed 
limit while driving on the gravel 
road that is between the visitor 
center and County Road T. 

For more information, visit www.
fws.gov/refuge/baca.

BACA Continued from Page 1A
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RGNF hosts grand opening of new headquarters in Del Norte

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

The Rio Grande National Forest hosted a grand opening event at its new headquarters in Del Norte on Wednesday, May 31. The newly refurbished 
building was once home to Del Norte High School but was transformed into a new work environment for the forest Service.

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Keynote speakers for the grand 
opening included Rio Grande 
National Forest Supervisor Dan 
Dallas, Forest Public Relations 
Officer Gregg Goodland, Regional 
Forester Frank Beum and Upper 
Rio Grande School District 
Superintendent Aaron Horrocks.

By lyndsie ferrell

DEL NORTE — Rio Grande 
National Forest leaders, community 
members, local officials and visiting 
supervisors gathered Wednesday 
morning in front of the old Del 
Norte High School building that 
has now been transformed into the 
new headquarters-supervisor office 
for the forest service. 

RGNF Public Relations Officer 
Gregg Goodland welcomed guests 
to the event as people gathered 
around the front of the building that 
also housed the Del Norte School 
District office. Since the residents 
of Del Norte passed the bond for its 
new campus, the district has worked 
closely with forest officials to save 
the old building and repurpose it.

“I am excited for you to see what 
we have done in the building and 
on the property. We are going to 
have some fun today and we are so 
glad you could join us to mark this 
special occasion. This is a neat, and 
amazing feat in my eyes, we have 
come a long way and we are glad 
to be here. I think it’s important 
that we recognize that the Rio 
Grande National Forest would like 
to acknowledge and share our pride 
in the fact that our forest and indeed 
this building here in Del Norte is 
situated within ancestral lands of the 
Ute, Navajo, Apache, and multiple 
Pueblo Nations. It is an honor to be 
here,” said Goodland.

Goodland introduced Rio Grande 
Forest Supervisor Dan Dallas who 
spoke to the crowd about the work 
that went into moving the office 
from Monte Vista to Del Norte.

“We had some bumps and hurdles 
along the way, but we are happy to 
welcome you to the new Rio Grande 
National Forest Headquarters. We 
spent over 50 years in the Monte Vista 
office and though it has been a long 
process to get to this historic occasion, 
it was due to the perseverance of so 
many,” said Dallas.

Dallas thanked everyone in the 
audience including the Upper Rio 
Grande School District for the 
donation of the building, Rio Grande 
County Commissioners for their 
support, Andrew Perterson, Patricia 
Hesch, Fancina Martinez, Tom 
Malecek and Shoshana Cooper for 
their work to complete the property 
transfer, Meg Sullivan, Doug Wise, 
Todd Michael, Roger Pritchett, 
and Christina Schofield for their 
tireless work to get the new facility 
planned and finally to people who 
worked to complete the construction 
which included Meg Sullivan again, 
Jason Davis, Andy Kelher, Tanya 
Spanfeller, Kelly Shaw, Sheila 
Cross, and Kim Wheller.

“And last but not least, a big 
thanks to the citizens of Del Norte 
and Rio Grande County. The citizens 
and those who attended school here 
said they wanted to see the buildings 
repurposed and it’s because of them 
that we were able to be here today,” 
finished Dallas.

Dallas then introduced Regional 
Forester Frank Beum.

“I don’t think I would have had 
a career with the forest service if it 
wasn’t for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. I started as a seasonal worker 
42 years ago. I came out here for 
spring break to see if I could get 
a job and it worked out,” he said.

Beum talked about his work 
with local forest officials and how 
important it was to have a good 
working environment.

“I welcome all of you who will be 
working from this office and hope it 
serves you well,” Beum said.

The last speaker for the day was 
Upper Rio Grande School District 
Superintendent Aaron Horrocks 
who has been involved in the 
process since it began in 2019. 
Horrocks took over for previous 

Superintendent Chris Burr, who 
with the help of many community 
and school board members made it 
possible for the buildings from the 
old school district to be repurposed.

“I have hopes and I have goals,” 

Horrocks said. “I hope this building 
serves you well and you find that 
it is a productive and positive 
environment. I hope that the school 
district through the forest service 
continues to foster a productive and 

positive relationship that supports 
learning in this community, and I 
hope the forest service has a good 
experience with the community of 
Del Norte and that their presence 
in town helps support the town.”
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

Dani Robben with San Luis Valley Great 

Outdoors (SLV GO!) leads a hike on the 

new Baca Nature and Heritage Trail dur-

ing an open house on the refuge on May 13. 

Photo by John Waters

Proposed trail network in Saguache County gets a 
boost with a new path on national wildlife refuge

By John Waters

SAGUACHE COUNTY — A new one-mile 
hiking trail at the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
is now open. The trail can be accessed from the 
Colorado College Road near Crestone and when 
the wildlife refuge road to the visitor center is open 
from that area as well.

During June, the Baca Refuge Visitor Center 
will be open from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. On June 10, the visitor center will 
close at noon.

The visitor center has interactive displays 
that detail the recovery efforts the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service has implemented for the Rio 
Grande sucker and the Gunnison’s prairie dog 
that reside on the refuge.

Dani Robben with San Luis Valley Great 
Outdoors (SLV GO!), who led a hike along the 

Baca Nature and Heritage Trail on May 13 as part 
of an open house on the refuge told the Valley 
Courier the trail has been in the planning stages 
for several years and is part of a larger trail.

“In 2016 the Crestone Trails and Outdoor Open 
Space recreation plan was developed by the City 
of Crestone and that is when SLV Go! became 
involved and we convened the San Luis Valley 
Trails Coalition,” she said. 

The trail will eventually extend an additional 
mile to the Crestone Kiosk and is part of a plan the 

Please see TRAIL on Page 2

Photos by Marie Mccolm

Monica Wolfe speaks at the graduation for the Aging 

Mastery Program hosted by the CSU Extension office 
in Monte Vista.

CSU Extension hosts Aging Mastery Program graduation

Janae Naranjo of Colorado State University Extension 

San Luis Valley Area office speaks during the gradu-

ation for her Aging Mastery Program on Thursday, 

May 25, at the Alamosa Senior Citizen Center.

By marie mccolm

MONTE VISTA — Janae Naranjo 
of Colorado State University Extension 
San Luis Valley Area office hosted 
a graduation for her Aging Mastery 
Program on Thursday, May 25, at the 
Alamosa Senior Citizen Center. 

The Aging Mastery Program consisted 
of a series of 10 classes, with multiple 
topics on aging including:

• Longevity as a gift: understanding 
the realities of aging. 

• Exercise and you: understanding 
how aging relates to fitness. 

• Healthy eating and hydration: 
understanding the importance of good 
nutrition and the warning signs of 
dehydration.

• Social connection and healthy 
relationships: understanding the benefits 
of staying social, and the risk of isolation.

• Financial fitness: understanding 
personal finances. 

• Advance planning: understanding 

the importance of having a plan to 
manage your health care.

• Sleep: understanding the importance 
of sleeping well. 

• Medication management: 
understanding the importance of 
managing medication.

• Falls prevention: recognizing that 
most falls can be prevented. 

• Community engagement: 
understanding the benefits of helping 
others. 

Each class was targeted to helping 
people learn how to age gracefully. 
The topics included in the class targeted 
specific areas of aging and gave advice 
and relevant information on each topic. 
At the end of the program, students in 
the class graduate and talk about what 
their favorite part of the classes were, 
and what they learned. 

Executive Director of South-Central 
Seniors and Housing and Director for the 
Area Aging Agency, Monica Wolfe was 

Please see CSU on Page 2

By John Waters

SAGUACHE COUNTY — The Rio Grande National 
Forest, Saguache Ranger District, extends its thanks 
to all the volunteers that helped conduct needed trail 
work on the Willow Lake Trail on Saturday, May 20. 
The volunteers spent six hours on National Public 
Lands Day, making the trail better for all.

Over the last decade, thousands of hours of 
volunteer trail work have been completed on the forest, 
contributing hundreds of thousands of dollars in labor.

The trail crew volunteers completed close to a mile of 
the trail, installing water bars and checking dams. The 
water bars are an essential component in preventing 
trail erosion and maintaining trail integrity.

The Willow Lake Trail is a 5-mile-long trail that 
begins at Forest Service Road 949 and ends at Upper 
Willow Lake. The trail is popular with climbers enroute 
to Challenger, Crestone, and Kit Carson peaks.

Trail crew volunteers work on May 20 along the 

Willow Lake Trail. 

Photo courtesy Rio Grande National Forest

Forest Service appreciates volunteer trail work
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

earthknackschool@gmail.com for full descriptions, dates and pricing
www.earthknack.com

2023 Traditional Hide Tanning       MAY 18 - 23 

Buffalo Hide / Willow Frame “Bull Boat”     JUNE 16 - 20 

Ancestral and Survival Fishing       JUNE 23 - 25 

Fibers Fantastic! Felting - Spinning - Weaving - Dyes- 
Leather Strap Braiding       JULY 7 - 10 

Survival, Edible & Medicinal Rocky Mountain Plants        
JULY 15 

Primitive Arrows       JULY 21-24 

AtlAtl and Darts       JULY 28-31 

Fire! Fiber! Flint! Survival Basics       AUG. 12- 13 

Homestead, Blacksmith & Butcher Tools Repair and 
Maintenance       OCT. (dba) 

Earth Knack Outdoor Living Immersion 3 options:        
JUNE 5 - 30 * JULY 1- 31 * AUGUST 8 -24

This Week’s FeatureBusiness 
Showcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE 
HOLY 

MOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Holy Moses

658-2848
121 N. Main

Creede

Check out our new 

wind spinners. 

Heavy duty and 

just waiting to 

beautify your lawn.

Eastern San Luis Valley Trail Coalition 
is working on. Ideally, an unbroken 
trail will connect the Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge, Colorado College 
Baca Campus, Crestone Charter School, 
Baca Grande Subdivision, and the 
Town of Crestone. The trail will offer 
non-motorized, multi-use recreation 
opportunities, according to Robben. 

The 93,000-acre Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge was established in 
2004 on what was the Baca Grant 
Ranch and is a diverse combination of 
shrublands, grasslands, wet meadows, 
playa wetlands, and riparian areas. 
The refuge was set aside as a haven 
for migratory and resident wildlife, 
and also as an important piece in a 
broader conservation effort to protect 
the wildlife, habitat, and water of the 
north and eastern portions of the San 
Luis Valley. The refuge is a great place 
to view elk in the fall. 

In describing the enthusiasm, the 
proposed network of trails has garnered, 
Robben said, “That is a special and 
unique characteristic of the Crestone 
community.”

TRAIL
Continued from Page 1

the guest speaker of the graduation and 
spoke about her position and gave some 
insight on aging to everyone.

“As the Area Agency on Aging, I 
am not sure if all of you know what the 
Area Agency is,” Wolfe said. “We are a 
government entity. There are 60 of these 
triple A agencies as we call ourselves, 
in the state of Colorado. Our agency is 
a little bit different than other agencies. 
We do serve the entire San Luis Valley. 
We are a standalone agency for aging 
though. What that means is that we 
provide our own direct services. We 
hire our own providers. We hire our 
own nutrition, regular employees, and 
drivers. We supervise them, instead of 
the council of government supervising 
them, we do it. There is only one other 
agency in Colorado like this, and that 
is in Pagosa Springs. It’s good and it’s 
bad because we have to rely on a lot of 
funding to make this happen. We do get 
state and federal dollars, but sometimes 
as the needs grow it’s hard for us to be 
able to meet those needs.” 

Wolfe said that as an Area Aging 
Agency their role and mission is to 
advocate for older adults. The agency 
works to keep older adults in their homes, 
as long as possible. Wolfe explained 
that if some residents are already in 
a long-term facility and want to go 
home, the agency’s goal is to assess 
the residents and make sure they can 
go home safely. The agency also offers 
nutrition, delivering meals to residents’ 
homes. There are currently 10 meal sites 
that residents can also eat at throughout 
the San Luis Valley.

“We do employee over 40 employees 
to help with our different services,” said 
Wolfe.

Wolfe also explained that the agency 
also offers respite services, to give 
caregivers of older adults at home a 
break. The agency also offers legal 
services for older adults. In the instance 
that someone has a small case that needs 
to be handled, and Colorado Legal 
Services picks this up, the agency would 
then cover the cost. 

There is also help available to aid 
with different types of insurance needs 
for older adults through the agency, 
as well as help with transportation for 
older adults who need transportation to 
doctors’ visits. 

Wolfe explained that if any older 
adults need any of the services that the 
agency offers, there must be an initial 
screening done to see if the adult would 
qualify. Wolfe said that despite the 
screening, the agency is non-income 
based and qualifies adults on a needs-
only basis. 

The residents who took the class 
and successfully passed it were Helen 
Taylor, Erma Defee, Jim Defee, Tamra 
Garner, Jean Maddex, Margaret Jones, 
Emily Sandoval, Naomi Salazar, Donna 
Theimer, Sheryl Farley, and Maria Ulloa.

Erma and Jim Defee received their 
diplomas at the ceremony and Jim said, 
“I would say that my wife has some 
very critical health issues, and you 
think you have it all together. You plan 
well, you have a good retirement. We 
have a good home. We came here and 
heard people talk about aging and how 
unexpected health conditions can occur, 
that information was very beneficial. 
We needed that information, like you 
wouldn’t believe.”

Taylor received her diploma and said, 
“This course gave me a lot of information 
about how to live longer. My aunt is still 
taking care of herself at age 94, and one 
of my biggest goals is to be the same 
way and live independently at that age.”

Naranjo congratulated the graduates 
and took pictures with them. The Aging 
Mastery Program will be available in 
different areas of the Valley. For more 
information, contact Naranjo at 719-
852-7381.

CSU Continued from Page 1
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Product or __ (abbr.)
 4. Zodiac sign
 9. S. China seaport
14. Former OSS
15. Early English printer
16. Aphid genus
17. General’s assistant (abbr.)
18. Aussies
20. Dissuades
22. Make law
23. Drench
24. Soak in a liquid
28. Male child
29. It cools your home
30. Small constellation
31. To call (archaic)
33. Explores beneath the Earth
37. Commercial
38. W. hemisphere organization
39. You can find it in a can

41. “Land of the free”

42 36 inches

43. Footwear

44. Challenges

46. They hold things together

49. Of I

50. Partner to flow

51. Not connected by kinship

55. Worries

58. Garlic mayonnaise

59. A way to take by force

60. Legendary English rockers

64. Your consciousness of 
your own identity

65. Fencing swords

66. Silly

67. Actor DiCaprio

68. Encircles with a belt

69. Mails a message

70. Longing

CLUES DOWN

 1. Horse mackerels

 2. It can be viral

 3. Prickly plants

 4. Consciousness

 5. Type of sarcoma

 6. Tax collector

 7. Sun up in New York

 8. One who scorches

 9. Influential psychotherapist

10. Situated at an apex

11. Communicative

12. Forearm nerve

13. Former CIA

19. Folk singer DiFranco

21. Employee stock ownership 
plan

24. Large-scale

25. School environment

26. Remove

27. Male parents

31. Large rodent

32. Weighed down

34. Held tightly

35. __ route: going there

36. Explains again

40. Exclamation of surprise

41. Courteously

45. Lying down

47. Judge

48. Forcefully took

52. Loosely compacted 
sediment

53. High mountain

54. Portable conical tents

56. Cereal grass

57. Dining utensil

59. Thoughtful

60. Helps you walk

61. Indicates near

62. Midway between 
northeast and east

63. Local area network

For the Saguache area. 

Writing and photography 

experience necessary. 

Send resume, writing and 

photography samples to 

Valley Publishing Inc., P.O. 

Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 

81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

05 Notices
WE BUY ANTLER: Spring 

Prices! Use code “ELK18” and 
you will get $18/lb for Elk Grade 
A and $13/lb for Deer Grade A. 5 
miles west of Del Norte on Hwy 
160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 

ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-

YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 

ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

Public Hearing Notice - The Rio 

Grande County Board of County 

Commissioners will hold a public 
hearing at a Special Meeting on 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023 at 9:00 
am at 925 6th Street, Del Norte, CO 
81132 for the designation of activi-
ties and areas of state interest. The 
County will consider designating 
the following areas and activities 
of state interest which apply to the 
entire unincorporated area of Rio 
Grande County: A. Site selection 
and construction of major new 
domestic water systems and major 
extension of existing domestic wa-
ter systems. B. Efficient utilization 
of municipal and industrial water 
projects. For inquires or to review 
materials regarding this designa-
tion, please contact the Rio Grande 
County Land Use Office at 925 6th 
Street, Del Norte, CO 81132, or call 
719-657-4003. Interested persons 
may also submit public comments to 
rgclanduse@riograndecounty.org.

Rio Grande County is soliciting 

design and bid proposals from 
qualified contractors for the con-
struction of additions to the Mc-
Mullen Building Pavilion located 
at the Monte Vista Ski-Hi Complex 
beginning summer 2023. Sealed 
proposals will be received at the 
Rio Grande County Administration 
office until 4:00pm (MT), Tuesday, 
June 27, 2023. Contact the Rio 
Grande County Administrator at 
(719) 657-2744 or email rgcadmin-
istrator@riograndecounty.org for 
additional Request For Proposals 
(RFP) details. (6-21)

07 Help Wanted
Moffat Consolidated School 

District #2 open positions for 

the 2023-2024 school year: High 
School English Teacher; MS/High 
School Science Teacher; 6th/7th 
Grade MS Teacher. For complete 
job descriptions and requirements 
or, to complete an application for 
one of these positions, please visit 
www.moffatschools.org or call the 
school at 719-745-0500. MCSD #2 
is an equal opportunity employer. 
(6-28)

Now hiring. Log truck drivers. 
Class A CDL. Starting at $23/hr. 
Benefits available. Call 719-379-
4066 or visit JTTimber.com to 
apply. (6-21)

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a 

general shop and field worker. 
Tasks include inventory, loading 
customer orders, shop cleaning, 
pump tech. assistant in the field. 
Please drop off resume in person 
at 5492 US Hwy 160 E, M.V. 
For more info, call 719/852-2662 
(6-21)

Position of POLICE CHIEF: 

The Town of South Fork, The 
Chief will be held accountable 
for providing a professional func-
tioning police department to the 
community. Candidates who are 
seeking a short-term commitment 
to the Town of South Fork need 
not apply. The Chief of Police pro-
vides oversight of all activities of 
the Police Department including, 
but not limited to administration, 
communication, investigation, 
patrol, and supervision. The Police 
Chief also actively participates in 
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a 
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the 

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The majestic South Fork River 
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishing is just a short walk from 

the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, dining and living 
area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log cathedral 

ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living 
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all 

your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink 
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include 

radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. 
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is 
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master 

bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub. 
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping 

area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large 
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow 

above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods 
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. 

Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960
37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Check out this small 
diverse farm. The home 

is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq 
foot, historic adobe that 
has been fully and beau-

tifully restored. Enjoy 
Colorado from the large 
(768 sq ft) open porch. 

This home sits on 126.06 
deeded acres of land 

situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil 
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production 

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by 
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a 
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has 
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new 

side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new 
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage 
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado 

just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos. 
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area 
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa, 

New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park 
is about 45 minutes north. $550,000  MLS #797313

12272 County Road R5 • San Luis

PRICE REDUCED

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

FROM
FOR SALE
TO SOLD!

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. 
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log 

cabin with upgrades galore! 
Located in Log Haven. 

Tucked along the mountain 
side backing up to national 

forest with beautiful views of 
the surrounding cliffs. Open 
living room, dining, kitchen 
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep 

you cozy and warm all winter 
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops. 
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The 
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot 
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to 

the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional 

bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy 
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes 
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town 
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed 
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a 
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South 

Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million 
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy 
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike, 

camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text 
and schedule your showing today! $325,000  MLS #800364

31517 Us Highway 160 • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This 
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home 
is your perfect retreat. Open 
Split floor plan with beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, 

large windows taking in the 
breath-taking outdoor sunlight 
and mountain views. Complete 

with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with 
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and 

butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and 
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads 
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private 
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master 

bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower 
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the 
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning 

cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious 
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers 
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio 
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world 

class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your 
private showing today! $1,150,000  MLS #798101

497 Timberline Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Must See Custom-Built 
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial 

Property in Fabulous South 
Fork, CO. Great Highway 
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built. 
The building was built for 

retail with many amenities. 
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor 
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large 

open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. 
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead 

door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low 
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside 
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large 
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New ¾ 

custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built 
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot 
water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design 
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office – etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. 
There are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired 
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired 

for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and 
propane hot water heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much 

POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing 
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety 
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-

als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail 
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and 

schedule your personal showing today! $975,000  MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

You Found It! Home Sweet 
Home, Finely Crafted, 

Ranch Style 2,109 square 
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor 
plan home with detached 4 
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large 
master bedroom bath with 
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open 

kitchen, dining area with eat 
in counter, living area with 
cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burning 
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natural 

light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360 
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy 

your morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in 
Highland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own 

well and South Fork water and sanitation.  This home is situated on 
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much 

more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and 
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and 

indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your 
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments 
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access 

to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby 
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure - 
Won’t last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today! 

$489,900  MLS #801796
74 Highland Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home! 
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft. 
Home with attached garage on 9.04 
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek. 

This Home has several outdoor 
entertainment areas with wrap 
around decks too enjoy the 360 

views of the San Juan Mountains. 
The main level has an open floor 
plan with great room and grand 

fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large 

kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state 
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located 
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot 

cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk 
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs 
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and 

great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home 
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all 
your entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful 
furniture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home. 

Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal 
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear 
Creek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold 

medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public 
land. Start your Adventure! Don’t wait, Call, and schedule your showing 

today! $1,650,000  MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Valley Wide Classifieds
routine daily patrol shifts and pro-
vides 24 hour on call police cover-
age for the Town. Qualifications: 
Colorado POST Certification or 
ability to obtain POST Certifica-
tion is required and minimum of 
five (5) years of supervisory level 
law enforcement experience for 
a similar or larger organization, 
with command level experience 
preferred. High School graduate or 
equivalent required and a Bachelor 
degree is preferred. Applicants 
must be willing to undergo; an 
Oral Board, Psychological Evalu-
ation, Background Investigation, 
Drug Testing, and a Physical 

Exam. Salary range is $58,000 to 
$62,000 DOQ. The Town of South 
Fork offers an attractive benefits 
package and assigned police ve-
hicle. The Town participates in 
the Fire and Police Pension As-
sociation of Colorado (FPPA). The 
application and position informa-
tion is available at www.colorado.
gov/southforkcolorado. Questions 
should be directed via email to 
townadministrator@southfork.
org. The Town will accept applica-
tions until June 29th, 2023, at 4:00 
p.m. The Town of South Fork is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
(6-21)

Saguache County Land Use De-

partment is accepting applica-

tions for a full time second Code 

Enforcement Officer. Salary to be 
determined on experience starting 
at $35,000/year. Applicants must 
have a valid Colorado Drivers 
License, must pass a criminal 
background check as well as a 
pre-employment drug test. The 
County Employee benefit package 
includes vision, dental and health 
insurance coverage, paid time off, 
and a generous 401k retirement 
plan. The employment application 
and job description can be found 
on www.saguachecounty.colora-
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San Luis Valley 
Area Real Estate

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

122 Pinon 
Circle - 

3 bedroom 
2 bath on 
3.5 acres 
in South 

Fork. Great 
for horses, 

borders 
public 
lands.

$425,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

175 Bear 
Cub Hollow

5.8 acres 
with two 
creeks in 
the gated 

Bear Creek 
community 

in South 
Fork

Borders 
National 

Forest
$158,600

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

242 
Landen 
Drive 

1 acre of 
land in 
South 

Fork - all 
utilities 
at the 

lot line. 
VRBO 

OK
$58,500

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 

Text 134436 
to 25678 for 
more info- 

Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889
Call for price

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

0 Old Homestead Road, 
Del Norte

48 acres bordering 
National Forest. Easy, 

year-round access, both 
Forest Service Road AND 

a county-maintained 
road to the lot line. Ride 
out and enjoy without 
trailering your ATV or 

snowmobile.
$425,000 MLS#796222

Text 134434 to 25678 for 
more info

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Charming 
Restaurant in 
Fort Garland
703 4th Ave

All equipment 
included - even a 

smoker!
CLEAN and 
READY TO 

GO!
Perfect for a 

coffee shop or 
Restaurant

MLS# 801021

UNDER CONTRACT
Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 

Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  

$85,000-$400,000 35 acre lots, 
17 acre lots, 6 acre lots Power 
to lot line, great roads, gated 
community. Email Dee for 

an interactive document with 
photos, videos and descrip-

tions of each lot.

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Steffens &
Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee - formerly known as Diane 
Chapman - is a 4th generation 

South Fork Native and 1994 grad-
uate of Del Norte High School.  

Licensed in 2011, Dee knows the 
area and knows local real estate.

3D Virtual Tours• Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photographer 
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

All Dee’s 
properties 

are 
detailed 

in her 
blog.

estimated croP Water use

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La 
Jara. Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d 
table each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado 
Potato Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

To ensure the facility is well-kept and maintained. 
Requires experience in general maintenance & repairs, 

handling locks and a grinder, among others.

We need 25 hours a week of availability and pay $20 an 
hour. There will be opportunities for extra hours.

We need a Site Manager for
Self Storage Facility -Part-time

If you are interested, please call Dessire Izaguirre 
at: (719) 628-5252 or send an email to: 

info@montevistastorage.com

do.gov, picked up at the Saguache 
County Administration Office, 505 
3rd Street, Saguache, CO or can 
be emailed to you, please contact 
April Quintana at 719-655-2231. 
Completed applications can be 
hand delivered to the Saguache 
County Land Use Department, 
Attention Amber Wilson, 505 3rd 
Street, mailed to PO Box 326, 
Saguache, CO 81149 or emailed 
to atorrez@saguachecounty-co.
gov. Applications will be accepted 
until filled. Saguache County is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
(6-7)

Rio Grande Hospital, located in 

Del Norte, Colorado, needs one 

Medical Laboratory Scientist to 
perform general duties pertain-
ing to the processing of patient 
samples to accommodate accurate 
and timely laboratory testing and 
procedures. Responsible for accu-
rately performing tests and report-
ing results in the fields of micro-
biology, coagulation, chemistry, 
hematology, transfusion medicine, 
serology and urinalysis. Performs 
duties independently with mini-
mal supervision, operating from 
specific and definite direction 
and instructions. Communicates 
new material, equipment, and 

procedures to all members of the 
team. Adheres to the laboratory’s 
policies and procedures for instru-
ment calibration and maintenance. 
Requirements: Bachelor’s Degree 
in Medical Technology or related 
Laboratory Sciences, AMT or 
ASCP or equivalent certification, 
full-time employment. Complete 
application at riograndehospital.
org , Send Resumes to Human 
Resources, 310 County Road 14, 
Del Norte, CO 81132. (6-14)

Instructional Coach needed at 

Del Norte Jr/Sr High School. 

Candidate should be proficient in 
all areas of teaching and learning, 
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops

Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Electrical Plumbing
Heating and Air Conditioning

Slide Motors • Winterizing
Custom RV Skirting

Tankless Water Heaters
Everything from A-Z

AFFORDABLE MOBILE RV REPAIRS
Jason | RV Repair Specialist

affordablervrepairs.com

(719) 936-0592

10% OFF
with this ad5+ Years of Experience

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

Fast, Affordable • Store Front 

WWW.SMARTPHONETABLETREPAIR.COM

(719)937-2646
2101 Main St. Unit A, Alamosa DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

with an emphasis on professional 
practice and the teaching and 
learning cycle. The coach will be 
responsible for consulting with 
and supporting the instructional 
teaching staff in using resources 
that impact student learning. The 
coach will provide support and 
professional learning to instruc-
tional staff as needed. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s degree 
or higher and possess or be able 
to obtain a Colorado Teaching 
License. Please submit your ap-
plication, resume, and cover let-
ter to Annie Hardy, Principal at 
ahardy@urtigers.co. (6-14)

Elementary Teacher needed at 

Del Norte Elementary School.  
We are seeking a hardworking and 
enthusiastic teaching professional 
to join our dynamic, vibrant and 
fun-loving team.  Applicants must 
have a bachelor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching License.  
Please submit your application, 
resume and cover letter to:  Amy 
Duda, Principal at aduda@ur-
tigers.co or contact Amy at 719-
657-4050.   Applications can be 
picked up at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. (6-14)

Upper Rio Grande School Dis-

trict is seeking a positive, ener-

getic and experienced candidate 

to fill the Administrative Sec-

retary position for Del Norte 

Jr./Sr. High school. Applicants 
must have a high school diploma 
or GED and clerical experience.  
Computer proficiency required. 
Please submit your resume and 
cover letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DNHS Principal at ahardy@ur-
tigers.co or contact Mrs. Hardy at 
719-657-4020. (6-14)

Center School District is now 

accepting applications for the 

position of Summer School 

Bus Driver, $25.00 Per/Hour, 
June 4, 2023 to July 14, 2023. 
Qualifications; Must hold or be 
able to obtain a valid CDL S 
Endorsement driver’s license or, 
such alternative as the Board of 
Education may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Applications can 
be found on the District Website 

https://www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-opportunities or 
contact the District Office at (719) 
754-3442. Application Deadline: 
Until Position is Filled. EOE (6-7)

10 Apartments
Del Notre: Apartment for rent 
2bed/1bth 1145 French $525 + 
deposit no pets, smokers. Unities 
include-electricity call 719-849-
1942 (6-28)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
Beautiful well maintained most-

ly furnished cabin at HERMIT 

LAKES, app 1700 sq. feet, 2 bath, 
sleeps 10, log sided $389,000 
FIRM. TEXT ONLY 719-850-
0863 for further information. 
(6-21)

House for sale: 2 ½ acres, 5bdrm, 
2 bath, 4 car garage in Alamosa 

$275,000 OBO 2 ½ Miles West 
Walnut Hwy 160 720-217-7886 

FARM FOR SALE in Waverly 

Area Sub-district #6, 1 ½ center 
pivots in grass and alfalfa, large 
hay shed, 2 bedroom home, 3 steel 
grainers, numerous out buildings 
on 8 Mile Road. Ready to farm 
2023 season. Call Bruce at Stef-
fens & Company Realty, Inc 719-
580-0770. 

35-80-plus acres parcels with 
good grass on County Line Road 
north of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed 
and ready to build on. Perfect loca-
tion between Alamosa and Monte 
Vista. Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-
0770.

35-80-plus acre parcels on San 
Francisco Creek south of Del 
Norte. Very private, views, 3 miles 
from town, electric and phone. 

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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30483 Highway 160, South Fork
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. DAILY

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“South Fork’s 
Mountain Pizza, 

has delicious food 
and the service 

was great!!”
~Jeremy D., Google Reviews

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Full or Part Time 

starting $15 hr. 

plus tips!

Join Our 
Team !

{
970-444-1298

New Teeth in Just One Day
No More Dentures!

Offer Expires April 30, 2020
Credit Cards

Accepted

Convenient payment plans and 
financing options available.

 Medicare will help pay:  Save Thousands!

Dr. Thornell helped save my life.  
I was having constant health 
problems that were getting 
worse every day.  My diseased 
teeth and gums were draining 
me of my energy and it was 
impossible to stay healthy. After 
removing all of my bad teeth, Dr. 
Thornell placed dental implants 
and I got a new set of teeth in 
just one day.  I am now healthier 
and feel better than I have in a 
long time.  I also have a great 
smile.  Dr. Thornell you are a life 
saver!  I can’t thank you enough. 

~ B.Gullette

35 years implant and oral 
surgery experience

No Cost Consultation: Know what’s possible for You ! Includes 
preliminary evaluation and CBCT image. $500 value. Expires: 6/30/2023.

Valley Wide Classifieds
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. TFN

23 Lawn and 
Garden

Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. TFN

24 Garage Sales
9a-5p June 9-10 at 18 County 

Road 28, MV – Pro-Shed 8x8x8, 
Intelex 24x32 foot pool, kitchen 
table and 8 chairs, ATV-trailer, 
Arlo security system 8 cameras, 
leather couch queen mattress, and 
much more. 719-588-0573 (6-7)

28 Household 

Goods
Dining Room Set American 

Drew, Large table 6 padded-
chairs, Large Hutch Beveled Glass 
on top Doors Drawers and Shelves 
on bottom (like new) Call Wilbur 
719-580-4400 (6-21)

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 

at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 
$190 per cord. Delivery available. 
TFN

36 Miscellaneous
Cash for quality non-fiction 

books and LP records. Jeff 720-
315-9145 (TFN)

GUN/KNIFE/COIN SHOW 

PAGOSA SPRINGS: Tables 
$60, Food Trucks $80. Archuleta 
County Fairgrounds. June 16-18th. 
Mike 970-946-2841 (6-14)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 

Here. Call For Options and 

Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-

ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 

Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 
S. County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 
(719) 852-0500 TFN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-

ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 

– Your Total Storage Solution! 

719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt 

and Smaller, We Stock Invert-

ers, Charge Controllers, and 

Batteries in Brand Names of 

Outback, Magnum, Aims, Rolls, 

and More. Custom Cables and 

PV Wire. Bontrager’s Variety 
Store. 9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 
719-852-0500. TFN

47 Horses & Cattle
Need Horses Trained or Shod? 
Call Glen at Diamond GB Perfor-
mance Horses and Farrier Service. 
719-398-3757 Reliable Profes-
sional services. (6-7)

48 Pets and 

Supplies
Free Golden Retriever Pup-

pies to Forever Homes! 1 Male,1 
Female. Excellent temperament!  
House trained with very good 
trainable natures & perfect for 

 Find us on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

Conour Managed by
Upper Rio Grande 

Animal Society
If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

Lost & Found

We’re running low on treats and puppy food! 
Any and all donations would be greatly 

appreciated! Thank you all for your help!

Found on 5/30/23 in Monte Vista,
on Jackson St.

Found on 6/1/23 in Monte Vista, 
on Huxley Ave.

Found on 6/2/23 in Saguache, 
on Hwy 114

Our shelter population is a majority male 
dogs! So for the month of June ALL MALE 

ADOPTIONS ARE HALF OFF! Help us get 
these great guys into their furever homes!
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2355 West US Highway 160 • Alamosa
Pull dates  June 17th & Oct 21st

Garden and Antique tractors pulls
Accepting new members and pullers.

San Luis Valley

Antique Iron Club

Follow us on Facebook or Vist our website slvaic.com. 
Contact Richard Drake 719-580-4433 for more information.

Valley Wide Classifieds
families with children and other 
pets!  I will not re home to just 
any-one. Please email me first at: 
staceymcclelland8@gmail.com 
and Text (312) 270-0850 (6-21)

Beautiful SIBERIAN HUSKY, 
male, born 12/1/22, blue eyes, full 
mask, black/gray/white, was pick 
of litter, can’t keep him, all shots, 
good temperament, $575 Call/text 
970-987-2800 (6-7)

58 Motorcycles
For Sale 1999 Harley FXDWG 
10,148 Miles Excellent Condition 
with Extras $8,000. 719-849-1485 
(6-28)

76 Honda 754 Classic 4-Carbora-
tor 36,178 miles $3,000 719-480-
3521 (6-21)

65 Professional 

Services
RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-
plus years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. 
Free Estimates 719-496-7630. 

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-

vices: Window Washing, Con-
crete Cleaning, Exterior Washing 
- FREE ESTIMATE: (719) 490-
9047 TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does 
all types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 

719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. (TFN)
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