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DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 
Food Bank will be open for its 
monthly food distribution from 
9 to 11 a.m. on Saturday, July 22.

The Del Norte food bank serves 
Del Norte and South Fork and 
is situated in the alley behind 
the Pioneer United Church, 630 
Spruce St., Del Norte.

Anyone in need of food assistance 
is welcome. If you are unable to 
attend during distribution hours 
and need food assistance, call 
719-850-2643.

New Legacy Project 
at Center United 
Methodist July 21
CENTER — The New Legacy 

Project, of Nashville, will be 
performing at 7 p.m. on July 21 
at the Center United Methodist 
Church.

Everyone is welcome to attend 
the free non-denominational 
event at the church, 387 S. 
Broadway, Center. There will 
be a free barbecue at 6 p.m. 
Organizers ask people to bring 
lawn chairs.

For more information, call 
719-588-3568.

5K Color Run Aug. 
5 at Cole Park

ALAMOSA — The annual 5K 
Color Run will take place on Aug. 
5 at Cole Park.

The entry fee is $20 per person. 
Packet pick-up is at 8:30 a.m. and 
the race begins at 10 a.m. with the 
kids race to follow.

There will also be vendors, 
games, food and face painting.

For questions, contact Wendy at 
AlamosaEvents@gmail.com.

Mosca-Hooper VFD 
annual barbecue is 

July 22
MOSCA — Mosca-Hooper 

Volunteer Fire Department is 
hosting its annual barbecue at 6 
p.m. on Saturday, July 22.  It will be 
at the Mosca firehouse, 5320 Henry 
St., Mosca. No fee is required, but 
donations are welcomed.

Del Norte Food 
Bank’s monthly 

distribution July 22

SLVREC hosting 
Meet and Greet in 

San Luis
SAN LUIS — San Luis Valley 

REC will be hosting a Meet and 
Greet from 7-9 a.m. on Wednesday, 
July 26, at the San Luis Coffee 
Company, 405 Main St., San Luis. 
REC CEO Eric Eriksen will be 
in attendance to answer member 
questions and discuss the current 
vacancy for the Costilla County 
director seat.

Simpson: ‘It’s in 
alignment with what 

we’ve been working on’

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
ALAMOSA  — Earlier this 

week, Senator Michael Bennet 
partnered with Senator Martin 
Heinrich of New Mexico and their 
Republican colleague Senator Jerry 
Moran of Kansas in introducing 

bipartisan legislation, the Voluntary 
Groundwater Conservation Act that 
gives family farmers and ranchers 
the flexibility to protect groundwater 
sources now and into the future while 
also keeping their agricultural lands 
in production.

Of all those whose job it is to 
monitor the impact of a climate 
that is growing increasingly hotter 
and drier, farmers and ranchers in 
the West are at the top. Most of the 
producers in the San Luis Valley have 

been decades ahead of their time in 
focusing on declining levels of water 
in the Valley’s aquifers and creating 
practices to manage it to sustainability.

A myriad of programs and practices 
have been put into place such as 
regenerative farming, concentrated 
efforts on improving soil health and, 
most noteworthy, the formation of 
subdistricts where producers agree to 
pay a fee for pumping water that their 
fathers and grandfathers pumped for 
free. In the case of Subdistrict No. 1, 

producers pay a hefty fee for pumping 
more water out of the aquifer than 
they put back in.

State and federal programs have 
also been put into place to incentivize 
the conservation of water, such as 
the Conservation Resource Enhance 
Program (CREP) where, for a period 
that’s typically 10 to 15 years long, 
farmers and ranchers voluntarily 
agree to take land out of production 
and revegetate in exchange for an 

Bennet, Heinrich, and Morrison introduce bill to 
create a new tool for producers in combatting drought

Please see DROUGHT on Page 2A

ALMA bringing Glenn 
Miller Orchestra to ASU 

on Oct. 10

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — Have you ever wanted to 
experience firsthand the magic and majesty 
of a universally beloved big band? Now’s the 
chance for you and your family and friends to 
experience it live in Alamosa, when the Alamosa 
Live Music Association hosts the world-famous 
Glenn Miller Orchestra on Tuesday, Oct. 10, 
at Richardson Hall at Adams State University.

The rare opportunity for a full evening of 
big band music starts when the doors open 
at 6 p.m. The music will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
when the show opens with local favorites 
the SLV Big Band. General admission is $25, 
with ALMA members and ASU AS&F having 

the opportunity to purchase tickets for a 
discounted price of $15. Tickets are on sale 
and can be purchased at https://buytickets.
at/alamosalivemusicassociation/948581. Call 
719-937-1255, for more information.

The history of the Glenn Miller Orchestra 
goes back almost 100 years and took many 
different forms over the decades. The legendary 
Glenn Miller was one of the most successful of 
all dance bandleaders back in the Swing Era of 
the 1930s and 40s. But the first Glenn Miller 
Orchestra did not make it at all — it was a total 
and absolute economic failure.

But Miller knew what he wanted, held on 
to that dedication, and relentlessly worked 

Alamosa Live Music Association brings the 
world-famous Glenn Miller Orchestra to 

Adams State University on Tuesday, Oct. 10.

Courtesy photo

Famous big band sound coming to SLV

Please see BIG BAND on Page 7A

Carlos Sandoval, Sierras y Colores, 1986. Mural 
on building in San Luis.

Courtesy of Chicano/a/x Murals of Colorado

Murals of Colorado presentation in Center and Saguache
STAFF REPORT

CENTER and SAGUACHE — At 3p.m. on Thursday, 
July 20, at the San Luis Valley American Indian Center 
in Center and at 4 p.m. on Friday July 21, at The Range 
in Saguache there will be special presentations by 
Lucha Martínez de Luna on the Chicano/a/x Murals of 
Colorado project.

The Chicano/a/x Murals of Colorado Project (CMCP) 
protects, promotes, and preserves the ongoing legacy of 
community murals within the state of Colorado.

The project is a grassroots community effort to preserve 
this critical component of Colorado’s visual heritage in 
response to the threats presented by the murals’ increasing 
age, as well as the ongoing development and gentrification 
in neighborhoods, towns, and cities tied to the history 
of Colorado’s population.

The project offers opportunities for collaboration 
Please see MURALS on Page 7A

Please see EL POMAR on Page 2A

CONTRIBUTED

COLORADO SPRINGS — El Po-
mar Trustees approved $62,500 al-
located to 11 nonprofit orga-
nizations and government 
entities in the San Luis 
Valley at the Founda-
tion’s May Trustees 
meeting. Through the 
Foundation’s grant 
making process, the 
following entities were 
awarded grants:

 • Care and Share, Inc. (Colo-
rado Springs) — $7,000 for San Luis 
Valley general operating support; 

Trustee regional merit
• Center for Restorative Programs 
(Alamosa) — $5,000 in general op-

erating support; regional merit
• City of Alamosa  — 
$20,000 for the soup 
kitchen and emergency 
shelter; competitive

•  Creede Musi-
cal Arts Collective, 
Inc.  —  $2,500 in gen-

eral operating support; 
regional merit

• Creede Repertory Theatre, 
Inc. — $2,500 for technology upgrades 
at Ruth Humphreys Brown Theatre; 

regional merit
• Equal Representation of Media 

Advocacy Corporation (Alamosa) — 
$2,500 in general operating support; 
competitive

• San Luis Valley Animal Welfare 
Society (Alamosa) — $3,000 in general 
operating support; Trustee regional 
merit

• San Luis Valley Immigrant Re-
source Center (Alamosa)  — $5,000 
in general operating support; regional 
merit

• The HadaNou Collective (Den-
ver)  — $10,000 for Shooting Stars 
Cultural and Leadership Center sup-

port in Alamosa; regional merit
• Upper Rio Grande Animal Society 

(Monte Vista)  — $2,500 in general 
operating support; regional merit

• Valley Citizens Foundation for 
Health Care, Inc. (Del Norte) — $2,500 
in general operating support; regional 
merit

Founded by Spencer and Julie Pen-
rose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation 
has an established legacy of general 
purpose grant making. The competi-
tive process remains the Foundation’s 
primary vehicle for organizations 
to receive funding. Additionally, 

El Pomar Foundation awards $62,500 to SLV organizations
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Obituary

Robert “Bob” Kernen, a long-
time resident of Del Norte, Colo., 
peacefully passed away on his 
birthday, Wednesday, June 28, 2023. 
Bob was born on June 28, 1950, in 
Del Norte, Colo., to his parents, 
John and Betty Kernen.

Bob had a deep love for his 
ranch and his animals held 
a special place in his heart. 
However, as Bob’s body grew 
weary, he wanted to spend his 
remaining days surrounded by 
his children and grandchildren. 
During this time, they shared 
stories about the animals, the 
ranch, the importance of hard 
work and resilience (“being a 
tough old bird”), and, of course, 
Bob’s favorite basketball team, the 
Denver Nuggets.

Over the years, Bob’s enduring 
fondness for animals, along with 
his appreciation for nature, proved 
to bring him solace and peace. He 
attended Colorado State University, 
completing his Bachelor’s degree 
in Animal Science. He cultivated a 
deep love for the ranch life working 
as a Cattle Rancher for more than 
50 years. His commitment to his 
animals and land was evident 
and will be cherished for many 
generations to come.

Bob is survived by his sister Jan 
(Dennis) Voth, his brother John 
“Jay” (Cathy) Kernen, his son, 
John (Katie) Kernen, his daughter 
Casey (Matthew) Trujillo, and six 

Robert ‘Bob’ Kernen

grandchildren — Elizabeth, Ruthie, 
Gracie, and Miles Kernen, as well as 
Riley and Brynley Trujillo.

He will be reunited in Heaven 
with his parents, John and Betty, 
and his brother, Fred, who preceded 
him in death.

Bob will be remembered by 
family, friends, the countless 
animals he has cared for over 
the years, and, his faithful canine 
companion, Shiner.

John and Casey would like to 
thank the employees of the Rio 
Grande Hospital and the team at 
Sunny Vista Living Center for their 
support and loving care over the 
past few months.

To honor Bob’s memory, we’d like 
to invite friends and family to join 
us at the Kernen Ranch for food and 
drinks on Sunday, Aug. 6, anytime 
after 1 p.m.

annual rental payment along with 
other state and federal incentives 
outlined in the agreement. State 
Senator Cleave Simpson also managed 
to get passed — by unanimous vote — 
SB22-028 which allocated about $30 
million of state funding to incentivize 
farmers in the San Luis Valley to sell 
their water rights and retire acreage 
from farming, another step in long-
term conservation of groundwater to 
replenish the Valley’s aquifers.

But those in agriculture who 
wish to take permanent steps to 
reduce groundwater usage have, in 
some cases, been reluctant to do so, 
sometimes because of the economic 
impact it would have on their families 
and sometimes because it meant they 
could no longer farm or ranch on 
land that had been in their family for 
generations. 

The Voluntary Groundwater 
Conservation Act provides the path to 
accomplish both things — a financial 
incentive to permanently reduce 
dependence upon groundwater and 
help to assure the future of agriculture 
in the San Luis Valley in the future 
while also continuing to farm.  

The legislation creates a new 
voluntary groundwater easement 
program at the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Natural Resource Conservation 
S er v ice  (NRCS)  within  the 
Agricultural Conservation Easements 
Program (ACEP). 

Each year, ACEP receives $450 
million in mandatory funding 
through USDA and benefits from the 
additional $20 billion for conservation 
programs that Bennet fought to 
include in the Inflation Reduction Act. 

Passage of the legislation would give 

the voluntary groundwater easement 
program access to that funding 
and ensure that farmers are fairly 
compensated using a payment based 
on the market value for the water right 
instead of a per-acre payment.

The easement program proposed at 
the federal level is modeled after the 
first-ever groundwater conservation 
easement in the nation that was signed 
into effect in the San Luis Valley in 
December of 2022. 

Crafted by Colorado Open Lands 
with extensive input from the Rio 
Grande Headwaters Conservation 
Trust, state engineer Craig Cotton, 
Simpson and others, the agreement 
was signed with Gail and Ron 
Bowman, owners of the 1800-acre 
Peachwood Farms in the San Luis 
Valley. 

In that instance, Colorado Open 
Lands secured over $7 million 
in funding from the Colorado 
Water Conservation Board and the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service to fund groundwater focused 
conservation easements, together 
with new management practices to 
support reduced water use.

Sally Weir, Colorado Open Lands 
Groundwater Conservation Project 
Manager for the San Luis Valley, 
emphasizes the importance of 
flexibility in the easement.

“Most producers are already 
working very hard on their water 
conservation efforts,” Weir said. 
“The bill guarantees long-term 
management flexibility for a producer 
to continue farming. They choose 
how they reduce their water use, as 
long as they conserve the amount 
they’ve committed to reducing each 
year. That’s the biggest aspect of this 

bill. Instead of dry-up and fallow, this 
focuses on reduction of water use and 
flexibility in how that’s accomplished.”

Sen. Simpson has expressed his 
support for the bill, stating, “It’s 
in alignment with what we have 
been working on. Reducing our 
dependence on groundwater.” He 
further describes it as a permanent 
solution to manage water shortages 
that “gives farmers and ranchers more 
options for making money off their 
water rights but keeping the water in 
the Valley.”

“Conservation easements are a 
trusted permanent tool to protect 
farm and ranch land to secure our 
food production and rural economies 
for future generations. It was through 
discussions with Colorado irrigators 
and water managers that the idea 
emerged to apply this tool to support 
aquifer recovery. We applaud 
Senator Bennet for working toward 
solutions that keep working lands 
in working hands to the benefit of 
local economies and ecology while 
recognizing the urgency of our 
declining groundwater aquifers,” said 
Sarah Parmar, Conservation Director, 
Colorado Open Lands.

“As a farmer and rancher in the 
San Luis Valley, I have seen firsthand 
the need for flexible and voluntary 
funding tools for farmers to conserve 
water while still being able to farm. 
This groundwater easement tool will 
allow farmers to be compensated for 
water reductions without having to 
completely retire acreage, ensuring 
the viability of agriculture and rural 
communities into the future,” said 
James Henderson, a La Jara farmer 
and rancher and Vice President, 
Colorado Farm Bureau.

DROUGHT Continued from Page 1A

over the last 85 years, El Pomar has 
either developed or been entrusted 
with the stewardship of a number of 
other funds, as well as presenting merit 
grants in each region recommended 
by Trustees and regional council 
members. Competitive applications 
are accepted on a rolling basis.

In an effort to increase impact and 

establish connections across the entire 
state, the Regional Partnerships pro-
gram was established in 2003. Each 
of the Foundation’s eleven regional 
councils advises El Pomar Trustees and 
recommends grants to help support 
its communities. The San Luis Valley 
Regional Council recommends grants 
in Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, 

Rio Grande and Saguache Counties. 
Council members are regional leaders 
in the business, nonprofit, and public 
sectors and provide first-hand informa-
tion about current needs in their own 
communities.

To view a full listing of El Pomar’s 
funds and grant making areas, visit on-
line www.elpomar.org/grant-making/.

EL POMAR Continued from Page 1A

Wilkins bringing his soulful sound to Society Hall July 20
By DON RICMOND

Society Hall
ALAMOSA — Society Hall is 

welcoming back one of the Valley’s 
favorites, Austin’s Walt Wilkins, 
accompanied by Don Richmond, in 
concert at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, July 20. 
The doors at 400 Ross Ave. in Alamosa 
will open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 
in advance, or $25 at the door, and are 
available online at www.societyhall.org, 
or in Alamosa at the Green Spot at 711 
State Ave.

One of the most beloved, poetic and 
widely known singer-songwriters from 
the great state of Texas is returning to 
Society Hall for a special show. Wilkins 
has played the hall several times as part 

of the Red River Songwriters Festival 
traveling show, and once before as a solo, 
and “has always knocked everyone out 
with his voice, his performances, and 
especially his songs. A true troubadour, 
Walt’s songs evoke the deep mystery and 
wonder of love and life and all it holds, 
and celebrate the things that make it 
worthwhile,” organizers stated.

Society Hall board member Richmond 
says, “It’s a mystery to me why certain 
songs and performers reach inside your 
being and wake things up and stir things 
around, but I don’t know anyone who is a 
better practitioner of that art, and servant 
of that mystery, than Walt Wilkins. I’d 
drive a long way to see this man sing and 
play — don’t miss this show.” Richmond 

will also accompany Wilkins.
From Walt’s website, “Songwriter, 

singer, traveler, troubadour — the calling 
I answered, the life I chose, the way I 
make my way. I chose to go full time 
on this road 25 years ago. It’s been a 
spiritual quest, an amazing trip, at turns 
heartbreaking and transcendent. In that 
time, I’ve made 10 solo records, four 
records with The Mighty Mystiqueros, 
one with my wife Tina, and a live record 
with my friend  Kevin Welch. I’ve had 100 
or more songs recorded by other artists, 
traveled a fair part of the world, and had 
some very, very large times.

“I get to work with some inspiring 
artists on their records. I play all over 
Texas and as much as the US as we 

can get to, and even in Europe, where 
our second home is the Netherlands. I 
know a wide, beautiful variety of mighty 
poets, pickers, philosophers, artists, and 
wild spirits. I am a most fortunate man. 
Mostly, I drive, play and sleep and dream. 

It’s a rich experience, a wild ride, and the 
way I make my way. I hope to meet you 
if I haven’t. If I have, I hope to see you 
again soon on this path.”

For more information, visit online 
www.societyhall.org.
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Opinion & Editorial

From the title of this column, I 
know a lot of you think I am going to 
rant on the many visitors to Colorful 
Colorado. And I guess, while we are 
on the subject, we do get some doozies 
coming here and doing a lot of dumb 
stuff on vacation. I recall seeing a sign 
painted on an old bus in Florida that 
said, “Come on vacation and leave 
on probation.” But in fact, we really 
don’t have much of that going on here 
other than people getting lost, hurt, 
rescued and vehicles breaking down 
from foolish actions.

And who can blame anyone for 
not wanting to be in “normally” 
cool Colorado especially if you are 
from anywhere east of the front 
range. It’s been a cooker all over that 
area and Texas hit some new highs 
on temperatures and new lows on 
having electricity provided to all the 
people there.

So, I do get wanting to be here and 
in fact Ol’ Dutch and Miss Trixie 
follow the Sun south in the winter, so 
we are never really hot nor really cold 
year-round. And that all makes sense 
to me. What doesn’t make sense is the 
wave of tourists that suddenly lost 
their ever-loving minds and decided 
to visit Death Valley this summer. 
Not only did they go there but they 
all made special plans to be there for 
the new record heat of 131° F.

People from all over crammed 
in their cars, trucks and planes and 
made a beeline for the lowest place 
on the Continental U.S. just so they 
could experience the new record 
high. Now I don’t know about you, 
but Ol’ Dutch has been outside in 
some pretty hot weather and let me 
tell you what, it’s no fun. And most 
people with any kind of sense at all 
will try and avoid it if possible and 
we go to great lengths to ensure that 
we don’t have to endure much of it 
even if it hits our area.

We have air conditioning in 
everything that stands still or moves, 
shade trees planted strategically 
to block Ol’ Sol, schedule working 
outside to the cooler parts of the 
day and make sure we have plenty 
of ice cream on hand for emergency 
resuscitation.

In a time when people are dying 
from heat related illnesses it seems 
that there are those out there who 
want to test the limits of their bodies 

It happens normally without fail. 
We endure the late May-early June 
dryness as the Spring winds finally 
subside and begin to give us a break 
from their relentless quest to transport 
all the residents, and perhaps our 
belongings, out of the San Luis Valley 
to the Front Range. We endure the 
mid-June to early-July summer heat 
as that age-old phenomenon begins 
its annual development into what 
we think only happens in exotic rain 
forests or the bone-dry deserts of 
Africa. Thought to be only regional 
in scope for many years the once 
termed “Southwest Monsoon,” the 
midsummer weather pattern that 
brings daily thunderstorms to much of 
Colorado, has now been determined 
to be an “important component of the 
large-scale global circulation.” 

Generally, a monsoon refers to 
the seasonal reversal in atmospheric 
low-level circulations, particularly 
the surface winds and associated 
precipitation. What we experience 
here is now named the North 
American Monsoon System (NAMS). 
So, what is NAMS and what does 
that mean for our little corner of 
southern Colorado and Northern 
New Mexico? With the typical large 
High-Pressure System over New 
Mexico, the circulation of the upper-
level winds draws moisture from the 
large plume in the Gulf that has been 
developing for months. The result is 
commonly a strong and consistent 
southwest flow that passes over our 
area for a couple of months. Each day 
typically starts calm, dry and often 
stunningly clear. But as the midday 
heat increases, it takes its inevitable 
journey into the sky, bringing with 
it the abundant moisture thus 
developing thunderstorms. Some 
of which can become severe and 
extremely violent. 

The Colorado front range acts like 

Tourism gone wild

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

and sanity by going where it’s literally 
“hotter than hell.” Actually, they are 
going to be somewhat disappointed 
if they think they will be there when 
a record is broken as actually it was 
134° F in Death Valley way back in 
1913. But they should get their belly 
full of heat and their skin sunburned.

I have even heard that local 
evangelists have cashed in on the heat 
thereby offering a free ride to heaven 
for anyone who has found that heat 
unbearable instead of the eternal 
damnation with Satan and his cronies 
that awaits the truly damned. 

And it seems that most people, once 
exposed to the extremes found in 
Death Valley, do decide that caution is 
the better part of valor and reconsider 
turning from their evil ways to avoid 
the brimstone to come.

So, maybe some good will come 
from this awful heat wave and church 
attendance will soar as sinners decide 
enough is enough and want to avoid 
any worse heat ever again.

I do have to tell you we are suffering 
along at 85° here in the mountains and 
Ol’ Dutch has already had his fill of 
that. And Miss Trixie has more than 
had her fill of me complaining about it.

But what kind of a man would I be 
if not complaining about something 
and at least with the weather if you 
wait awhile it will change to something 
else giving Ol’ Dutch one more thing 
to belly ache about. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Land Water
and People

By Gregg Goodland
Rio Grande National Forest

Missing the monsoon
a thunderstorm factory by drawing 
the heat from the plains and moisture 
from the mountains. My brother in 
Oklahoma used to call me regularly 
to thank me for the “gifts” of golf 
ball sized hail, 60 mph winds, and 
tornadoes, all packaged up in a severe 
thunderstorm developed right here 
in Colorado. He quit calling years 
ago when I’d merely say, “you’re 
welcome.” 

Many, if not most, wildland 
firefighters become some form of 
self-proclaimed amateur weather 
forecaster. I’m no different. It is 
prudent to learn the weather patterns 
of your area so you can make educated 
decisions on how to engage a wildfire. 
Knowing daily limitations of available 
prime firefighting conditions will 
serve crews well and keep them safe. It 
may not be prudent to hike up a high 
ridge just to get run off by lightning 
or torrential rain. 

So where is that monsoon we speak 
of? We should already be in that daily 
pattern of beautiful mornings and 
rainy afternoons that give way to clear 
evenings, just to repeat the process 
again in a few hours. The Predictive 
Services branch of the National 
Interagency Fire Center issues a 
monthly outlook for the significant 
wildland fire potential across the 
nation. In the Rocky Mountain 
geographical area July report, they 
predict a “normal” condition for the 
four-month outlook period. That 
means they think we could have large 
wildfires, but it won’t be at a level out 
of the ordinary. 

The outlook is developed based 
on information ranging from on 
the ground observations to national 
drought monitors and climatological 
predictions. Obviously, there is much 
attention paid to current weather 
forecasts and expected trends. The 
unusual thing about this July’s outlook 

is that there is little discussion of 
the monsoon developing. A “late 
or limited monsoon” is expected to 
keep southwestern Colorado dry 
into the fall. 

What that means to me is that 
our mid to late summer weather 
patterns are uncertain. We could 
dry out rapidly with the help of these 
unusually strong summer winds. Or 
we could see that limited monsoon 
bring us copious amounts of moisture 
in an unforeseen weather anomaly. 
Just as folks have asked me about my 
predictions of how fire season will 
be for decades, I’ll say this about our 
monsoon, “ask me in November, and 
I’ll tell you how it went.”

A great introduction to the monsoon 
can be found on a National Weather 
Service webpage www.weather.gov/
abq/northamericanmonsoon-intro.

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs 
Officer for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. An avid outdoor enthusiast, he 
promotes the responsible and safe use 
of our public lands.

LETTERs POLICy

Letters are welcome and encouraged. 
They should be fewer than 300 words, 
unless arranged beforehand with the 
editor, and they are subject to editing for 
length and clarity. 

All letters must be signed by the author 
and include a phone number and address 
where the author can be reached (these 
are not for publication). Letters forwarded 
from other organizations or sent to staff 
and not for print must be designated as 
such. Letters over 300 words and without 
contact information will be returned to 

the sender or discarded. 
We will accept one letter per person, 

per subject, per four issues. We reserve 
the right to reject letters for reasons 
we believe are appropriate. Please send 
letters to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley 
Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte Vista, 
CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com (Attention: 
Letter to the Editor). Deadline for letters 
is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to 
space constraints.
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Photo by Marie Mccolm

Recently, SLV Fast Friends presented a check to the SLV 4-H Scholar Support program for $3,000. Present 
at the presentation were representatives from SLV Fast Friends, Garner, the OptiMystics Citizens Action 
Network, Adam Lock, the LOR Foundation, Ivette Atencio, the Best Western Movie Manor Manager Will 
Patel, the City of Monte Vista City Manager Gigi Dennis, Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce Manager 
Heather Hillin, Rio Grande County Tourism Board, Linda  Burnett, and the SLV 4-H Community, including 
SLV Scholar Support board members Russell Pratt and James Fischer and Colorado State University SLV 
Area Extension Office Director Larry Brown and 4-H Youth Development Specialist Morgan Young. SLV 
Fast Friends thanked the sponsors and supporters who made the Draggin’ Main event possible.

SLV Fast Friends presents 
check to SLV 4-H

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
C R E E D E  —  T h e  C r e e d e 

Underground Community Center 
was transformed into a woodcarver’s 
dream this past week and everyone 
who came to the event had a 
wonderful time.

A table with freshly carved wooden 
busts met guests as they wandered 
into the community center as 
participants carved faces from the 
roughly shorn wood and by the time 
the week had ended, each person 
taking that class walked away with a 
new work of art to show off to family 
and friends.

Artist Vic Hood taught the realistic 
human bust class for the entire 
week this year at the Woodcarvers 
Rendezvous and had several students 
sign up.

Hood is an award winning realistic 
human bust carver. He has won awards 
in various competitions throughout 
the country including Best of Show 
at the largest competitions in the 
United States. He is the author of 
three books on carving and was 
Woodcarving Illustrator’s Carver of 
the Year in 2011.

Though this event has seen an 

attendance dip in the last few years, 
it is still one several members of the 
Creede Woodcarvers Rendezvous 
look forward to every summer and 
each participant who signs up is 
never disappointed in the event.

“We may be a small group now 
compared to previous years, but the 
love of the art is still there, and we 
will come every year,” said participant 
Nancy Shrode. “It’s something we 
really look forward to.”

The entire week beginning on July 
7 was packed with classes like those 
taught by Hood.

Participants could sign up for 
everything from learning to carve 
walking sticks, create and paint 
carved scenery pictures made from 
wood, gourd decorating, wood 
burning and so much more. The 
resulting artwork and sculptures 
were a sight to be seen by the time 
classes ended the following Friday, 
July 14.

Next year’s event is already in 
the works with even more teachers 
and hopes for more participants. 
For more information or to sign 
up for the 2024 event, visit www.
creedewoodcarvers.com.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Creede’s Woodcarvers Rendezvous wrapped up another successful year 
in the Underground Community Center with plenty of classes that taught 
the art of wood carving.

Woodcarvers Rendezvous 
continues to draw interest

Manassa set to celebrate 
Pioneer Days July 20-22

STAFF REPORT
MANASSA — Manassa’s annual 

Pioneer Days celebration is July 20-
22. Families plan reunions to coincide 
with the annual celebration as kinfolks 
gravitate toward their hometown for 
a celebration of history, legacy and 
family.

Manassa Pioneer Days is one of 
the oldest festivals in the state of 
Colorado, tracing its history back to 
the founding of Manassa in 1879 by 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints.

The celebration packs the town 
with carnival rides, fair food, Miss 
Pioneer princesses, and the event’s 
crown jewel, the parade — a parade so 
spectacular, it runs up and down main 
street twice on Friday and Saturday 
mornings.

Following is the celebration 
schedule:

Thursday, July 20
Miss Pioneer and her court will be 

crowned during a dinner and auction 
at the Opera House. Doors to the 
silent and live auction open at 5 p.m. 
followed by the announcement of the 
queen and her court. “The Princess 
Bride” will be shown for free in Jack 
Dempsey Park at 9 p.m. The carnival 

opens at 7 p.m.
Friday, July 21
Featuring elegant floats and entries, 

the parade will run at 10 a.m. up 
and down Main Street. The carnival 
will run from 10 a.m. to just before 
midnight. Long awaited for its food, 
the Hamburger Stand will be open 8 
a.m. to 10 p.m. at its usual spot next 
to Town Hall.

Live entertainment will be offered 
following the parade at Dempsey 
Park. 

Mutton Bustin’ will be at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by the rodeo at 6 p.m. at the 
fairgrounds east of Manassa.

Saturday, July 22
The carnival will run from 10 a.m. 

to just before midnight live music is 
planned to follow the parade at Jack 
Dempsey Park and at the Opera 
House. 

The parade will be at 10 a.m.
Rodeo slack events will take place 

at the fairgrounds at 8 a.m. The rodeo 
is at 12:30 p.m. 

The Hamburger Stand will be open 
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

The roaring, crashing fan favorite 
demolition derby will roll out at 6 p.m., 
followed at 9 p.m. by the lighting of the 
M Mountain and a fireworks display.
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SAN LUIS VALLEY — The San Luis Valley Rattlers 
Mountain Biking Team is gearing up to start the 2023 mountain 
bike race season. Practices started on July 18.

“Student athletes can join a hardworking, dynamic, and fun 
team that can help you reach your potential,” organizers stated.

Team members learn mountain bike riding skills along with 
lessons in fitness, self-discipline, teamwork and sportsmanship.

As participants in the Colorado High School Cycling League, 
riders will train, race, form friendships, and learn skills that 
will last a lifetime. Non-competitive riders will also learn basic 
and advanced skills in a safe and fun outdoor environment.

Scholarships and a limited number of team bikes and helmets 
are available for use throughout the season. 

 Visit www.slvrattlers.com, for more details.

Rattlers Mountain Bike Team 
recruiting student riders

Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

The annual Logger Days Festival was a timbering success this weekend in South Fork. Logging competitors 
from around the country gathered at Greaser Filed near the community center for a weekend packed with 
logging events, vendors, food and entertainment.

Logger Days chops down fun in South Fork over weekend
By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK  — Though 
temperatures in South Fork reached 
the upper 80s, spectators still lined the 
bleachers of Greaser Field throughout 
the weekend under huge tents to enjoy 
this year’s Logger Days Festival. The 
sound of chainsaws revving their 
engines and cutting through massive 
logs of wood greeted people on 
Saturday, July 15, as the competition 
got underway.

The parking lot outside the South 
Fork Community Center was packed 
with vendors selling their goods. 
Everything from Native American 
flute music to handmade jewelry 
graced the tables of hundreds of 
vendors, both locally sourced and 
from all over southwestern Colorado 
and beyond. The inside of the 
community center was also packed.

Friday morning began with an ax 
throwing clinic hosted by the South 
Fork Friends Foundation (SFFF) 
which was well attended. Weeks 
before the event, members of the 
organization cut large slabs of wood 
for the class. Participating youth along 
with adults had a great time learning 
the art of throwing a tomahawk.

“Everyone had a really great time. 
We had more girls participate than 
boys this year and that was really fun,” 
said SFFF President Luke Brennan.

The fun didn’t stop there, Friday 
also hosted a new category of logging 
events for collegiate competitors, 
and later in the afternoon, the band 

Hip Hop is Dead hit the stage and 
entertained the crowd. 

Saturday morning logging 
competitions were off and running 
by 9 a.m. with the crowd already in 
place to watch youth and adult ax 
throwing competitions, men and 
woman’s crosscut, speed cutting and 
team events. The arena was in constant 
change as Logger Days staff moved 
from one event to the next, placing 
timber poles, moving cut slabs of 
wood, and helping keep the fun going 
for everyone. 

Saturday ended with a pie eating 
competition as participants donned 
trash bags which helped keep their 
arms at their sides as they dug in face 
first to the delicious baked pies.

A brain was set up by Rio Grande 
Hospital for youth to walk through 
and learn about the importance of 
wearing a helmet when riding a bike. 
Free bike helmets were passed out 
throughout the weekend. 

“This year was so much fun even 
though it was hot. There was great 
food, entertainment, and vendors. 
You can tell the town loves to put this 
on. We come every year,” said Mark 
Dixon from Texas.

Saturday evening closed the day’s 
activities with a performance by 
Salida Din Band and Sunday morning 
featured the annual Logger Days 5k.

Next up for South Fork will be the 
2nd annual fall Colorfest and pig 
roast. More details will be announced 
as they become available. 



Page 6A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, July 20, 2023

Hot Summer 
Ad Rates

Heat up your summertime sales with seasonal 
print and online advertising opportunities 

to reach more than 18,000 local readers!

To Advertise Call 719.852.3531 
Or email:

smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Local Advertising That Works

In Print & Online

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
SOUTH FORK — News travels fast 

in the small mountain town of South 
Fork and a new restaurant has been 
the topic of discussion for several 
weeks now.

Robin Chadwick, owner of the fairly 
new Bini’s Boutique located on the 
frontage road between the carwash 
and Basecamp Sweets, is ready to set 
out on her newest adventure — The 
Holy Grill. The restaurant is south of 
the Rio Grande Hospital Clinic and 
next to True Grit Excavating.

Chadwick comes to Colorado from 
Texas but was born in Africa. After 
moving back to the United States 
when she was 5 years old, she later 
delved into the hospitality industry 
and decided that she wanted to start 
her own business.

“We were looking at Trinidad but 
just by happenstance, I booked an Air 
B&B in the Valley,” Chadwick said. 
“We realized that Trinidad was two 
hours away, so we decided to stay. 
Some friends suggested we visit South 
Fork, and honestly, we fell in love.”

Armed with about 20 years in the 
hospitality business, Chadwick set her 
sights on her new venture earlier this 
year when she realized that South Fork 
needed a restaurant that would serve 
up fresh and daily food and be open 
year-round with the convenience of 
a drive-thru.

“We wanted to keep things simple 

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Robin Chadwick and her partner Don Burwell are ready to open their new restaurant, The Holy Grill, next 
weekend in South Fork.

New restaurant to hit South Fork with year-round service
and so we will start out with a menu of 
burger combos that come with crispy 
fries and a drink, but we may decide 
to expand as we move forward,” said 
Chadwick.

Chadwick has spent the first part 
of the spring and summer working 
with her partner Don Burwell, owner 
of True Grit Excavating, to get a new 
restaurant built pretty much from 
scratch. The new establishment is 
housed in a small shed that has been 
streamlined and transformed into 
a state-of-the-art professional grill.

“We wanted it to be set up so that 
I can work the grill alone if I need 
to. I am hoping to hire at least two 
employees to help but the way we 
have it built, I am confident I can run 
it alone,” continued Chadwick. 

Chadwick’s idea of good food is 
fresh and never frozen top-grade meat 
as well as fresh produce.

“As long as people understand the 
wait is about 10 minutes per order, 
they will get elevated burgers and 
high-quality food from us. We will 
also have steak fries, gourmet grilled 
cheese and grilled peanut butter and 
jelly for those, who like me, love it,” 
Chadwick said with a laugh. 

The Holy Grill will be a year-round 
establishment that offers to-go orders 
and a drive-thru pickup window 
option that will be open seven days a 
week from 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. They 
will have a grand opening on July 29.

Purpose: to lower 
energy costs for rural 
business owners, ag 

producers

By PRIsCILLA WAGGONER

WASHINGTON D.C. — U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Rural Business-Cooperative Service 
Administrator, Dr. Karama Neal has 
announced that USDA is making 
$21 million in technical assistance 
grants available to provide “hands-on” 
assistance to agricultural producers 
and rural small businesses in accessing 
federal funds for renewable energy and 
energy efficiency improvements.

A “technical assistance grant” is 
generally described as funding made 
available to organizations, agencies, and 
both for-profit and non-profit groups to 
help communities in accessing funding 
that’s available to further needed 
projects and improvements.

In the case of this grant from the 
USDA, tribal or local governments, 
colleges and universities, electric 
cooperatives and utility companies, and 
for-profit and nonprofit organizations 
are invited to apply. 

Grants will be awarded to recipients 
who will use the funding to provide 
information on how business owners 
and agricultural producers can improve 
the energy efficiency of their operations 
and use renewable energy technologies 
and resources. “Hands-on” assistance 
can also include conducting required 
energy assessments and audits or 
helping agricultural producers and 
small business owners plan, build or 
develop renewable energy or energy 
efficiency projects.

Equally important, funding can 
be used to help rural agricultural 
producers and small business owners 
apply for REAP funding.

REAP, administered through USDA’s 
Rural Development, was created by the 

USDA to encourage the development 
of renewable energy in rural areas, and 
help reduce energy costs for agricultural 
producers and rural small businesses.

“USDA Rural Development offers 
these technical assistance grants to 
ensure fair opportunities for rural 
businesses, farmers, and ranchers to 
access the Rural Energy for America 
Program,” says Armando Valdez, 
USDA Rural Development Colorado 
State Director, adding that this “unique 
option empowers rural Colorado to 
make climate-smart investments in 
rural infrastructure to help Colorado, 
and America, build back better and 
stronger. 

“This funding greatly enhances 
the ability of smaller projects to 
participate in REAP. All of these 
investments and resources are targeting 
economic prosperity for rural America 
and are made possible through the 
landmark Inflation Reduction Act. 
This investment is great for Colorado 
and great for a robust future in rural 
communities.”

USDA will give funding priority 
to applicants proposing to assist 
disadvantaged communities, applicants 
pursuing projects using underutilized 
technologies, and applicants seeking 
grants under $20,000.

For program inquiries in Colorado, 
email SM.CO.REAP@usda.gov. For 
additional information, see the July 13 
Federal Register which can be found 
by going to https://public-inspection.
federalregister.gov/2023-14832.pdf.

As stated in the Federal Register, 
paper submissions must be received by 
the Agency no later than 4 p.m. local 
time on Aug. 15, 2023, in the USDA RD 
State Office (RDSO) of the State where 
the project is located to be eligible for 
funding under this grant opportunity. 

Paper submissions from the San Luis 
Valley can be sent to Armando Valdez, 
State Director, Denver Federal Center 
Building 56, Room 2300 PO Box 25426 
Denver, CO 80225-0426.

USDA Rural Development 
announces availability of technical 

assistance grant funding
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There’s a story about a little boy 
who was very poor and needed shoes. 
He was standing in front of a shoe 
store, barefoot and shivering with 
cold. A woman approached him and 
asked him why he was standing there, 
looking through the window. He told 
her, “Well, ma’am, I was asking God to 
give me a pair of shoes.” 

The woman took the boy into the 
store, washed his dirty, bare feet and 
put new socks and shoes on them. The 
boy was so touched by her compassion 
that he asked her, “Ma’am, are you 
God’s wife?” He assumed if she showed 
him that kind of love, she must be 
related to God.

This story is one of the best examples 
of what it means to walk in love. And 
our goal as believers in Christ is to 
show God’s love so people see Him 
shining through us. 

It Starts with Communion
Matthew 26:26 (NIV) says, “While 

they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’” 
It’s interesting to see here that Jesus 
blessed the bread, broke it, and then 
gave it to the disciples. 

We usually refer to this scripture 
when we have communion to remind 
us of the sacrifice He made for us. 
And just as Jesus gave His life and was 
broken for us, we must be broken so 
we can live for Him.

We don’t like to think about God 
breaking us, but it’s really a wonderful 
thing. Because when we’re born again, 
the seed of God’s nature—all that He 
is—is planted in our spirits. 

First Peter 1:23 says, “For you have 
been born again, not of perishable 
seed, but of imperishable, through 
the living and enduring word of God.” 
And 1 John 3:9 tells us that as believers, 
“God’s seed [His principle of life, the 

essence of His righteous character] 
remains [permanently]” in us (AMP).

This means we have what it takes to 
be like Jesus and love others the way 
He loves us. We already have His love 
in us, but we all need God to do a work 
in our souls for us to be able to walk 
in love. We have to grow spiritually for 
our soul—mind, will and emotions—
to be molded into the image of Christ. 

We need to pray for Him to show 
us how to walk in love…for God to do 
whatever He needs to do in our lives 
so His love can flow through us to 
others. When we do, He will deal with 
whatever is in us that is standing in the 
way: pride, unforgiveness, selfishness, 
insecurity, fear or any other ungodly 
attitude or behavior.

The Beauty of Brokenness 
Isaiah 64:8 says, “O Lord, You are 

our Father; we are the clay, and You 
our Potter, and we all are the work of 
Your hand” (AMP). I know what it’s 
like to be broken and molded by God. 
I used to have so many problems; I was 
hard to get along with and harsh. There 
were a lot of things I didn’t understand 
because I had been mistreated, and I 
thought it was good to be hard and not 
let anyone push me around, because 
everyone else had a problem, not me.

I remember praying so diligently 
for God to change my husband, Dave, 
because if he would just be the way I 
wanted him to be, then I would be 
happy. But one day God spoke to my 
heart so strongly and said, “Dave is not 
the problem.” My response was, “Well, 
who is? It’s just me and him. What do 
You mean Dave is not the problem?” 

It was devastating to realize I was 
really the problem, but it was also the 
beginning of a beautiful work God 
wanted to do in me.

Even though I was a mess, I really 
loved God and wanted to live for Him, 
but I had to give Him control so He 

Discover True 
Happiness in Your Life 

could mold me into His image. I began 
to pray things like, “God, do whatever 
You need to do in my life to change 
me. I’m the clay and You are the Potter. 
Romans 8:29 says you foreordained 
me to be molded into the image of 
Jesus, and I want to be everything You 
created me to be.”

The journey hasn’t been easy, but 
I can honestly say that the hardest 
times in my life have become blessings 
because God has used them to bring me 
close to Him so I can grow spiritually. 
That’s His plan for all of His children.

I want to encourage you to spend 
time with God and search out the 
promises He has for you in His Word. 
Trust His wisdom and do what He 
shows you to do. As you put your faith 
in God to break you, mold you and 
make you what He’s created you to be, 
the Potter will make you an amazing 
work of His hand!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
three-part teaching resource What Is 
Love? You can also contact us to receive 
our free magazine, Enjoying Everyday 
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND 
and THE ANSWER TO ANXIETY 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries.

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners are accepting written offers for County 
Owned Property currently. The lots available will be accepted by the Commissioners, at 
their discretion, until July 25, 2024.

If you would like to submit a bid offer for any available properties a bid packet and a list of 
properties is available on the Saguache County website at www.saguachecounty.colorado.
gov or you can call the Land Use office at 719-655-2321 or by email request to landuse@
sagauchecounty-co.gov.

Bids must be submitted on a County bid form.  Funds must accompany bids.  NO CASH 
WILL BE ACCEPTED.

**You must enclose the completed bid form in a sealed envelope marked “County Owned 
Property Bid” and indicate on the envelope the block, lot or lots and parcel number, the 
bid is intended for. **

The Board reserves the right to refuse any bid submitted.

No. 1674 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 29 and July 6, 13,20 
and 27, 2023.

to succeed. He launched his second 
band — the one that lives on today 
— in March of 1938. This Glenn 
Miller Orchestra has been a “hit” 
ever since. A matchless string of hit 
records, the constant impact of radio 
broadcasts and the drawing power at 
theaters, hotels and dance pavilions 
built and sustained the momentum 
of popularity.

Miller disbanded his musical 
organization in 1942 at the height 
of its popularity to volunteer for the 
Army. There, he organized and led the 
famous Glenn Miller Army Air Force 
Band. It went to Europe to entertain 
servicemen performing numerous 
live and radio shows.

On Dec. 15, 1944, Maj. Miller 
took off in a single engine plane 
from Europe to precede his band to 
France, disappearing over the English 
Channel, never to be seen again. The 
Army declared him officially dead 
a year later. With the release of the 
major motion movie “The Glenn 
Miller Story” featuring Jimmy Stewart 
and June Allyson in 1954, interest 
and popular demand led the Miller 

Estate to authorize the formation of 
the present Glenn Miller Orchestra.

On June 6, 1956, and under the 
direction of drummer Ray McKinley 
who had become the unofficial leader 
of the Army Air Force Band after 
Miller’s disappearance, the reformed 
Glenn Miller Orchestra performed 
its first concert and has been on the 
road ever since. 

Other leaders have followed 
Ray, including clarinetists Buddy 
DeFranco and Peanuts Hucko, 
trombonists Buddy Morrow, Jimmy 
Henderson, Larry O’Brien and Gary 
Tole, and tenor saxophonist Dick 
Gerhart. Since January 2012, vocalist 
Nick Hilscher has led the band.

Today, the 18-member ensemble 
continues to play many of the original 
Miller arrangements, both from the 
civilian band and the AAFB libraries. 
Additionally, it also plays some more 
modern selections arranged and 
performed in the Miller style and 
sound. Just as it was in Miller’s day, 
the Glenn Miller Orchestra today is 
still the most sought-after big band 
in the world.

BIG BAND Continued from Page 1A

between artists, archivists, activists, 
students, and community members, 
as well as the broader population 
across the state. 

Lucha Martínez de Luna was 
born and raised in Colorado. She is 
director of the Chicano/a/x Murals 
of Colorado Project. She actively 
advocates for cultural inclusivity in 
scientific and cultural facilities and 
conducts research of the Hispano-

Chicano people and arts in the 
American West and Southwest.

She has served as associate curator 
of Latino heritage at History Colorado, 
curatorial assistant and research 
associate at the Denver Museum of 
Nature and Science, Museo de las 
Americas, the Regional Museum of 
Guadalajara, and division director 
for the State Council of Culture and 
Arts in Chiapas, Mexico.

She is an archaeologist and has 
worked on numerous archaeological 
projects in the American West and 
Southwest, as well as in central and 
southern Mexico. She is a visiting 
professor at Universidad de las 
Ciencias y Artes de Chiapas where she 
directs an archaeological field school 
at the Zoque site of O’na Tök, Mexico. 

The San Luis Valley American 
Indian Center is located at 240 East 

5th St. in Center. The Range is located 
at 307 4th St. in Saguache. Lucha 
Martínez de Luna’s presentations 
will correspond to the opening of 
Somos Agua, an intergenerational 
silk painting mural to educate 
communities on the importance of 
clean water.

This Chicano/Chicano Murals of 
Colorado (chicanomuralsofcolorado.
com) presentation is organized 

through a partnership of three 
Saguache County organizations: 
HEART of Saguache (heartofsaguache.
org), San Luis Valley American 
Indian Center (a SLV AHEC 
project, slvahec.org), and The Range 
(therangeontheinternet .com). 
Funding for this program is provided 
through a Saguache County Sales 
Tax Grant.

MURALS Continued from Page 1A

Photo by John Waters

The helipad as seen in this early July photo, has assisted in two rescue 
missions in the last month. 

Rescue helipad proves its worth
SAR annual 

fundraiser set for 
Aug. 19 in Alamosa

By JOHN WATERS
ALAMOSA COUNTY  — A 

new helipad, located off the Lake 

Como-Blanca Peak Road, that is 
a collaborative effort of Alamosa 
County, Alamosa Volunteer Search 
and Rescue (AVSAR), and the 
Bureau of Land Management, was 
barely finished when it was pulled 
into action, not once, but twice 
in June.

On June 18, the pad was used 
by a Colorado Department of 

Fire Prevention and Control 
helicopter to assist in the rescue 
of  two cl imbers who needed 
emergency rescue while attempting 
the traverse between Little Bear and 
Blanca on the Blanca Massif.

Emergency crews again used the 
helipad on June 24, when a hiker 
became lost on his descent of Little 
Bear. That hiker needed medical 
assistance due to a lack of needed 
gear and water. At the time, AVSAR 
issued this statement, “AVSAR 
reminds everyone, this is a great 
example of why the 10 essentials 
are critically important to have. The 
hiker quickly deteriorated because 
he did not have access to water and 
extra layers beyond what he had on 
him. His headlight was dying and 
had no additional light source.”

The 10 essentials general ly 
include: Navigation tools such 
as map, compass, GPS devices. 
Headlamp with extra batteries. Sun 
protection. First aid gear. Knife. 
Fire starter. Shelter. Extra food and 
water. Extra clothes.

On Aug. 19 from 3 to 10 p.m., 
Alamosa Volunteer Search and 
Rescue wi l l  hold its  annual 
fundraiser (SUDS for SAR) with 
a block party on San Juan Avenue 
in Alamosa that includes a silent 
auction and music by Blue Sky, and 
Company of Friends.

A 2022 Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife (CPW) study estimates 
each search and rescue volunteer 
spends $1,587 of their own money, 
or $4.4 million statewide annually 
in addition to their free labor to 
fulfill the missions they provide. 
The study concludes that the value 
of their out-of-pocket expenses and 
labor is about $21 million annually 
statewide.

Each year, search and rescue 

teams respond to 3,600 calls in 
Colorado, more than any other state 
in the country, according to CPW.

For a $12 donation, anyone can 
obtain a Colorado Search and 
Rescue Card that helps reimburse 
the expenses of search and rescue 
missions, by funding the Colorado 
Search and Rescue Reimbursement 
Fund. The cards are available from 
the Colorado Department of Local 
Affairs at: www.dola.colorado.gov.
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Friday Night PRCA RodeoFriday Night PRCA Rodeo
Jul 28, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m.Jul 28, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday Night PRCA RodeoSaturday Night PRCA Rodeo
Jul 29, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m. MDTJul 29, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m. MDT

Sunday Matinee PRCA RodeoSunday Matinee PRCA Rodeo
Jul 30, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. MDTJul 30, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. MDT

July 27-30, 2023July 27-30, 2023

Carly PearceCarly Pearce
with special guest Frank Raywith special guest Frank Ray

July 27July 27
7:30 – 9:00 p.m.7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

July 8, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.July 8, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
BFO was founded by bullfighters and is Freestyle BFO was founded by bullfighters and is Freestyle 

Bullfighting’s Premier Professional League.  BFO features Bullfighting’s Premier Professional League.  BFO features 
an international roster of elite athletes competing an international roster of elite athletes competing 
against the most treacherous fighting bulls for the against the most treacherous fighting bulls for the 

largest purses in the history of the sport. largest purses in the history of the sport. 
Dance with Live Music to followDance with Live Music to follow

Nightly Dances with Live Music July 27-29Nightly Dances with Live Music July 27-29

Monte Vista, ColoradoMonte Vista, Colorado

For tickets and more information, go to www.skihistampede.comFor tickets and more information, go to www.skihistampede.com
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

Ribbon cutting held for 
Children’s Specialty Clinic 

of the San Luis Valley

Photo by Marie Mccolm 

Dr. Mikaila Pence cuts the ribbon during a ceremony on July 5 at the Children’s Specialty Clinic of the San Luis 
Valley in Monte Vista. The clinic has been open since January, but officially held their ribbon cutting on July 5 
with help from the Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce.

By Marie Mccolm
MONTE VISTA — On Wednes-

day, July 5, a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony was held at the new Children’s 
Specialty Clinic of the San Luis 
Valley that opened at 10 Rupert St. 
in Monte Vista. The clinic has been 
open since January, but officially 
held their ribbon cutting on July 
5 with help from the Monte Vista 
Chamber of Commerce.

Dr. Mikaila Pence is proud to 
open this specialty clinic to aid in 
helping children with special needs 
all over the Valley.

“The Children’s Specialty Clinic 
is a brand-new non-profit,” she 
said. “There is a group of volun-
teers sitting on the board to hear 
the Valley’s needs and work to 
fulfill those needs. I think one of 
our biggest gaps in services for our 

families, for our kids, is our kids 
with neurodiversity. Children with 
autism, ADHD, Oppositional Defi-
ant Disorder, and utero substance 
exposure. Right now, we have be-
havioral therapy and Applied Be-
havioral Analysis therapy. We also 
have Children’s Hospital bringing 
specialty clinics here. We are also 
partnering with the San Luis Valley 

Please see CLINIC on Page 3

First-ever Alamosa 
Veterans Car and 

Motorcycle Show a success
By Ken Hamrick

ALAMOSA — Despite having to 
end early because of windy condi-
tions, the first-ever Alamosa Veterans 
Memorial Park Car and Motorcycle 
Show went off without a hitch on 
Saturday. 

“I think the show went well,” said 
Janey Yohn, vice-chair of the memo-
rial committee. The plan is to have 
the event every year. “We made some 
mistakes, but the one thing I want to 
say about the monument is that it’s 
for Veterans and for their families. 
I’m very excited about it. I can’t say 
how many hours we put into it. We 
made a few errors, but I think it went 
off pretty good. My husband and 
his family are all car people and we 
though the show was a pretty good 
idea.”

The show, which was the idea of 
Jamie Dominguez, benefitted the 
building of the Alamosa Veterans 
Memorial Park which will be built 
just south of the Alamosa County 
Complex.

“The monument is going to be 
right in front of the county annex,” 
Yohn said. “It’s on Airport Road and 
there’s an orange cone sitting right 
where it’s going to be. It will be visible 
from Highway 285.”

The Best in Show Award went to 
Yohn Brothers and the Emilio Lujan 
Memorial. Other awards saw Johnny 
Marlin/Clive win the best Chevy, 
Jim and Linda Montoya win the 
best Ford and Ben Martinez win the 
best Mopar. Joe Aguilar won Ladies 
Choice, Pat Mascarenas won Veterans 
Choice, and Doug Hollar win Com-

missioners Choice.
The Top 15 cars in order went to 

Carlos Large, Brad Atencio, Orlando 
Archuleta, Moses Garcia, Lori Sharp, 
Ray Garcia, Lance O’Dowd, Sid and 
Charlie, Claudio Sanchez, Joe Griego, 
Pat Mascarenas, Larry Richardson, 
Joe Aguilar, Richard Garcia, and 
Julian Espinoza.

The Top 3 motorcycles in order 
went to David Farley, Jeff Maestas 
and Doug Hollar.

There was also recognition of Vet-
erans from around all six counties in 
the San Luis Valley. The list included 
Robert Demick, an Army Veteran 
from Costilla County, Monte Col-
lins, an Army Veteran from Alamosa 

A small replica of the statue that will 
be the centerpiece of the Alamosa 
Veterans Memorial Park was on dis-
play during the car and motorcycle 
show on Saturday.

Please see SHOW on Page 8

Creede Repertory Theatre’s ‘The Royale’ opens July 15
CONTRIBUTED

CREEDE — On July 15, Creede 
Repertory Theatre (Creede Rep) 
will open “The Royale” by Marco 
Ramirez, a fast-paced sports drama 
based on the life of Black heavyweight 
boxer, Jack Johnson, at the turn of the 
20th century. 

“Originally slated for our 2022 
season, we could not be more ex-
cited to finally share this phenomenal 
production with our audience. The 
entire production team as well as the 
cast have returned to give this story 
its due,” says Creede Rep Producing 
Artistic Director John DiAntonio.

“Marco Ramirez’s play about Jay 
‘The Sport’ Jackson gives us a peek at 
what obstacles Jack Johnson faced on 
his way to becoming the heavyweight 
champion of the world and how he 
might have dealt with them,” says 
returning director, Kyle Haden. “As 
we move further into the twenty-first 
century and watch our latest genera-
tion of athletic heroes start to ride 

off into the sunset or edge toward 
the exit, I think about: What do we 
ask of our heroes? What did we ask 
of Jack Johnson?”

The San Luis Valley and Creede 
also share a rich history with the 
sport of boxing. Jack Dempsey also 
known as the “The Manassa Mauler” 
became the heavyweight champion of 
the world in 1919. Dempsey was born 
in Manassa, just south of Alamosa in 
the San Luis Valley, and grew up in 
Lower Creede (Jimtown) around the 
turn of the century.

The production runs July 15 to 
Sept. 2 in Creede Rep’s intimate Ruth 
Humphreys Brown Theatre, 120 S. 
Main St., with evening performances 
beginning at 7 p.m. and 1 p.m. for 
matinees. Tickets start at $38.

July also features two special events. 
For fans of the legendary songwriting 
duo Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II, don’t miss “A Cel-
ebration of Rodgers & Hammerstein” 
which will feature a collaboration 

between Creede Rep and the Creede 
Musical Arts Collective (CMAC) 
and showcases Creede Rep’s musical 
talent alongside CMAC’s world-class 
singers as they explore the works of 

the famous duo. The host for the 
evening is Creede Rep alumnus Ted 
Chapin, who served as the president 
of the Rodgers & Hammerstein Or-
ganization for 40 years.

“Ted is a legend and one of the 
foremost experts on Rodgers and 
Hammerstein,” DiAntonio says. “We 
can’t wait to have him back on our 

Please see ROYALE on Page 8
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30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  for Lunch

5-9 p.m.  for Dinner

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“This place is amazing! They were 
short staffed but made it a mission 

for me and my family to have a 
great time and taste amazing food! 
They are the one place around that 
stays open all year long!! Defiantly 

coming back here for our yearly 
trip to Colorado!”
~ Kaylie M., Google Reviews

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Full or Part Time 

starting $15 hr. 

plus tips!

Join Our Join Our 
TeamTeam  !!

Affordable Teeth In Just One Day…
We Make It Possible With Dental Implants
Replace all your failing and missing teeth. Throw away your bad dentures. Get a complete set of new teeth in one day

35 years implant and 
oral surgery experience

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E • Located above Higher Grounds Coffee • 970-444-1298

Payment Plans for Every Budget
• 100% Financing — 12-24 months, 

Nothing Down. No Payments. No Interest
OR CHOOSE:

• Low Payments — with up to 12 years to 
pay with attractive fixed interest rates.

• Instant Approval
• No Early Prepayment Penalty

No Cost Consultation:
Know what’s 

possible for you!
Includes preliminary 

evaluation and 3D image.
$500 Value

Offer expires: 7-31-2023

William F. 
Thornell
DDS, ABOI, 
MAGD, DICOI

pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

Dr.Thornell and his staff are so 
awesome! They are caring and 
very professional. I now have full 
mouth implants and I love my new 
teeth!! This is life changing for me! 
Thank you Dr. Thornell.  RH

Dr.Thornell and his 
team are the best in the 

dental field.  Your dental 
implants have given me 

my smile back!! Great 
customer service start 

to finish.  Thank you for 
everything you have 

done for me! BJK

*Payment plans with approved credit

Bullfighters Only gets Ski-Hi Stampede celebration going

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Bullfighters Only returned to Monte Vista for the second year in a row 
on Saturday, July 8, at the Ski Hi Park Arena.

Ballard of Nevada 
wins event in 
Monte Vista

By Marie Mccolm
MONTE VISTA — The kickoff to 

the 101st Ski-Hi Stampede celebration 
began with Bullfighters Only taking 
Monte Vista by storm on Saturday, July 

8, at the Ski Hi Park Arena.
The Bullfighters Only event started 

with a tailgate party from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., with cold drinks and socializing 
for all in attendance. There was also a 
dance after the event. 

There was a total of nine bullfight-
ers that competed in the Colorado 
Championship with Luke Ballard of 
Haviland, Nev., winning the overall 
title. Also competing were Colt Carlisle 

of San Saba, Texas, Conner Larrivee 
of Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Colton 
Orcutt of Kersey, Tucker Lane of Oak 
Grove, Mo., Cole Bates of Sky Valley, 
Calif, Alex McWilliams of Paso Robles, 
Calif., Weston Rutkowski of Haskell, 
Texas, and Tyler Mansell of Caldwell, 
Idaho. 

Each bullfighter worked the bull 
in arena, with nothing between them 
except the bullfighters’ clothes and his 
ability to jump onto steel fence around 
the ring.

Many of the bullfighters also had to 
whoop and holler to lure the bull to-
ward them, and once the bull advanced 
it was all about getting out of the bull’s 
way to avoid the horns, body, and 
bucking head of the powerful animal, 
by maneuvering and jumping. 

The Bullfighters Only event featured 
three pools of three bullfighters with 
the victor of each pool advancing 
to the championship round. The 
bullfighters were graded on a scale of 
1-25 points, with 60 seconds for each 
competitor in the ring. The bull’s per-
formance was also a key component of 
the fight, and the bull was also graded 
on the same scale. There was a total of 
two judges. 

The bulls that were used in the event 
were all of one Spanish bloodline, Toro 
de Lidia is an exceptional breed of bull 
known for its aggression and attractive-
ness, and their lively way of moving.

Each bullfighter took their turn in 
the ring. The bleachers on each side 
of the rodeo arena was full, with the 
crowds cheering each bullfighter as 
they took on the bulls.

In between the fights a long-haired 
blonde named Jessica, was also present 
and wowed the crowd with her abil-
ity to ride two white horses at once, 
standing up, with each foot on one 
of the horses. She also danced a third 
horse in a circle with the other two, 
and the crowd oohed and awed as she 
controlled all three and rode them 

around the ring. 
Ballard ultimately took home the 

Colorado Championship moving to 
the number 1 spot in the BFO title 
ranks and he was awarded a $10,000 
check and a trophy by Eric Kimberling, 
the Secretary of the Ski-Hi Stampede 
Committee. 

The Ski-Hi Stampede begins on 
Jan. 27 with a concert by Carly Pearce, 
followed by parades on Friday and 
Saturday, July 28 and 29, in Downtown 
Monte Vista, and PRCA action on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, July 28-30.

It’s almost carnival time
MONTE VISTA — The 101st Ski-Hi 

Stampede carnival opens on Wednes-
day, July 26, in Monte Vista. And once 
again Wright’s Amusements will have 
a food drive for the Monte Vista Emer-

gency Food Bank that evening.
Bring two cans of food and an all-

you-can-ride band will cost only $25. 
Look for the trailer at the entrance, 
drop off your cans, and you’ll get a 

ticket to get your band. Offer good for 
Wednesday, July 26, only.

Organizers request that the canned 
food items be undamaged and not 
expired.
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

earthknackschool@gmail.com for full descriptions, dates and pricing
www.earthknack.com

2023 Traditional Hide Tanning       MAY 18 - 23 

Buffalo Hide / Willow Frame “Bull Boat”     JUNE 16 - 20 

Ancestral and Survival Fishing       JUNE 23 - 25 

Fibers Fantastic! Felting - Spinning - Weaving - Dyes- 
Leather Strap Braiding       JULY 7 - 10 

Survival, Edible & Medicinal Rocky Mountain Plants        
JULY 15 

Primitive Arrows       JULY 21-24 

AtlAtl and Darts       JULY 28-31 

Fire! Fiber! Flint! Survival Basics       AUG. 12- 13 

Homestead, Blacksmith & Butcher Tools Repair and 
Maintenance       OCT. (dba) 

Earth Knack Outdoor Living Immersion 3 options:        
JUNE 5 - 30 * JULY 1- 31 * AUGUST 8 -24

This Week’s FeatureThis Week’s FeatureBusiness Business 
ShowcaseShowcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE THE 
HOLY HOLY 

MOSESMOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mon.-Sat.Mon.-Sat.
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The Holy MosesThe Holy Moses

658-2848658-2848
121 N. Main121 N. Main

CreedeCreede

Come check out our 
“Cardinal” everything.

Dishes, towels, 
figurines and
ornaments.

Behavioral health group to bring 
in or to find funding to hire and 
specifically train a person to be an 
Autism Specialist, in the realm of 
mental health for those kids. We 
are also partnering with SLV AHEC 
to bring development within our 
community for behavioral thera-
pists, medical therapy people, OT, 
speech, and feeding therapy. These 
kids deserve good care, and I feel as 
if they have really been abandoned 
with this type of care. You find this 
stuff available in the Metro area, 
but we are working to bring it all 
here locally.” 

In addition to the therapies that 
Dr. Pence listed, the clinic also of-
fers Home Health and CNA Family 
training to initiate locally based 
pediatric home health nursing ser-
vices as well as offer CNA training 
for families of children with medical 
conditions.

Local mother Kelly George, spoke 
of how the clinic is going to help her 
son Riley with his autism spectrum 
disorder.

“This means a lot to us because 
Riley is currently staying in a resi-
dential facility in Colorado Springs, 
because we didn’t have access to 
ABA therapy here,” George said. 
“We also didn’t have access to this 
support. So, having this here will 
mean he can potentially have more 
support in the school system, he 
can be home more. We probably 
wouldn’t have had to look elsewhere 
if we had such a thing here before. 
One of the first recommenda-
tions we got when he was initially 
diagnosed was ABA Therapy, and 
that would have meant a trip from 
here where we currently live in Del 
Norte, all the way to Pueblo every 
single day. I love my job, I have 
bought my home here, I am raising 
my kids here, to pack up and move 
my entire family of six would have 
been so hard, to access those ser-
vices. We just did the best we could, 
but now having this here will give us 
so much more of the help that we 
needed. We are now working on a 
way to bring Riley back home.” 

Christina Welden of Monte Vista 
spoke about how the clinic has 
already benefitted her two autistic 
children.

“Small towns are great. My kids 
have been here for a year. My boys 
are on the more severe end of the 
autism spectrum, they will need 
total care for the rest of their lives,” 
Welden said. “What a difference this 
place has made for my kids. I have 
been advocating to parents, telling 
them all about his clinic and how 
wonderful it is. I cannot say enough 
about how great this clinic is. I try 
to hold random get togethers for 
people with children with special 
needs. I have told other parents to 
reach out to me on social media, and 
I try to help them with resources. I 
find out what people are lacking, 

and I try to help them as much as 
I can. This place is a great place for 
parents and children with special 
needs. It has helped my kids so 
much. I highly recommend it yes.” 

Heather Hillin, manager of the 
Monte Vista Chamber of Com-
merce, said, “I am so excited that 
we now have this in our town, it will 
benefit so many kiddos here and we 
are proud to be a part of it all.” 

The LOR Foundation also donat-
ed money to the clinic to help fund 
an ABA therapy outdoor safe space.

LOR Officer Ivette Atencio said 
she was happy to see the clinic, and 
feels it is a welcome addition to the 
town.

“Any time LOR can help the com-
munity, we are happy to help. We 
were proud to donate to a clinic 
that will help so many children that 
need the help here in the Valley,” 
Atencio said. 

For more information on the 
Children’s Specialty Clinic of the 
San Luis Valley, call 719-852-3742.  

CLINIC Continued from Page 1

Photos by Marie Mccolm 

Dr. Mikaila Pence is proud to open the Children’s 
Specialty Clinic of the San Luis Valley to aid in helping 
children with special needs. In addition to behavioral 
therapies, the clinic also offers Home Health and CNA 
Family training to initiate locally based pediatric home 
health nursing services as well as offer CNA training for 
families of children with medical conditions.
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08 WORK WANTED
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SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
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18 LOTS & ACREAGE
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ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
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51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
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SERVICES
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Estimated Crop Water Use

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La Jara. 
Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d table 
each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato 
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

For Center and Saguache 
areas. Writing and 

photography experience 
necessary. Send resume, 
writing and photography 

samples to Valley 
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 
81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

05 Notices
Attention: The Association of: St. 
Agnes Catholic Church is accept-
ing bids for roof repair. Must be 
licensed and insured! Please Call 
John Vigil for more information 
(719) 221-1180 (7-26)

WE BUY ANTLER: Spring Pric-
es! Use code “ELK18” and you will 
get $18/lb for Elk Grade A and 
$13/lb for Deer Grade A. 5 miles 
west of Del Norte on Hwy 160. 
719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
Work for Rent. One Queen, small 
motel Room. Wolf Creek Ranch 
Ski Lodge. 9 miles from Wolf 
Creek Ski Area. Free utilitie ,free 
wifi, and free direct tv. Email or 
call us for an application. wcrsl@
wolfcreekranchco.com (719) 873-
5371 (8-9)

Del Norte Bank is seeking a mo-
tivated IT Support Technician to 
join our team. Responsibilities in-
clude providing technical support, 
troubleshooting and maintaining 
computer systems, working with 
staff to resolve technical issues. 

Qualifications;  moderate techni-
cal knowledge,  excellent problem 
solving skills, Prior IT Support 
experience or formal education 
or training a plus. Send resume to 
mailto:postmaster@truelocalbank.
com. EOE. (7-26)

Remarkable opportunity for a 
personal care provider in the 
Antonito Area for a young lady, 
will train. This excellent position 
requires dedication, trustwor-
thiness, and transfers. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
some weekends and overnights 
when needed.  $15.00 an hour call 
if interested 719-588-9430 or 719 
376-2348. (8-9)

*Principal * Secondary Language 
Arts * Pre -K Assistant  * Elemen-
tary Teachers * Interventionist/
Literacy Coach (working with the 
ELG) * School Counselor *Food 
Services (prep cook/dishwasher) 
The above positions are available 
until they are filled. Applications 
and salary schedules are avail-
able for download on the district 
website at http://mountainval-
leyschool.org/. Please include a 
resume, cover letter, and 3 current 
letters of recommendation. Com-
pleted applications can be submit-
ted to Mr. Stagner at stagnerb@
valley.k12.co.us Mountain Valley 
School is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer. (7-26)

Saguache County Landfill is Hir-
ing for a Full Time Attendant – 
starting at $16.62/hour REQUIRE-
MENTS: Applicant must fill out 
and submit an application, must 
be an experienced front end loader 
operator and possess a valid driv-
er’s license.  Applicant should have 
a high school diploma or GED and 
six months or more of relevant 
experience. Final candidates ap-
plying with Saguache County will 
be required to submit and pass a 
pre-employment drug screen and 
criminal background check. Land-
fill Attendant is a full time 40 hour 
per week position – starting at 8:00 
A.M. each day Tuesday through 
Saturday (subject to change).  
Those applying must be an expe-
rienced front end loader operator, 
have the ability to do strenuous 
outdoor physical labor in extreme 
weather conditions and be able to 
lift and/or move 20 lbs. to 75 lbs. 
In addition to the hourly rate, the 
County Employee benefit package 
includes:  vision, dental and health 
insurance coverage, paid time off, 
and a generous 401k retirement 
plan. Applications and a complete 
job description are available at 
the Saguache County Road and 
Bridge/Landfill Office 305 3rd 
Street, PO Box 476, Saguache, CO  

81149 – 719-655-2554 or on the 
Saguache County website – sagua-
checounty.colorado.gov under the 
Landfill Department tab.  Com-
pleted applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge/Landfill 
Office – at the address listed above, 
sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed 
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until a quali-
fied candidate is hired. Saguache 
County is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (7-26)

WANTED:  Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is hiring for 
Operator I positions….starting 
at $18.00/hour NO CDL RE-
QUIRED! Or $19.68/hour for 
those with a CDL License! RE-
QUIREMENTS:  Applicants must 
have a current and valid Drivers 
License.  Applicants should have a 
high school diploma or GED and 
six months or more of relevant ex-
perience.  Prospective employees 
applying with Saguache County, 
please note that the chosen can-
didate will be required to submit 

Choose Your   
  Direction

15 Words or less for 4 weeks
4 publications

$1950
+ 95¢ each additional word.

Valley Publishing

Jobs Available

APPLY TODAY!
Employers, connect with 
thousands of the area’s 
most qualified candidates 
when you advertise your 
job opening with us. Call 
today to get started! 

Find the Career Opportunity you’ve been waiting for!

(719) 852-3531
835 First Ave. • Monte Vista
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“STAND AGAINST SOCIALISM”
Less government, lower taxes
REGISTER ONLINE at www.sos.state.co.us 

or at your local County Clerk’s office 
Paid for by the Rio Grande County Republican Central Committee

REGISTER 
REPUBLICAN

Valley Wide Classifieds
and pass a pre-employment drug 
screening and criminal back-
ground check, prior to being hired. 
In addition to the increased hourly 
rate, the County Employee benefit 
package includes:  vision, dental 
and health insurance coverage, 
paid time off, and a generous 401k 
retirement plan. Operator I is a full 
time position – applicants must 
be able to operate light and heavy 
equipment and perform manual 
labor in the maintenance, repair 
and minor construction of roads, 
streets, bridges, signs, markings 
and related facilities.  Applicants 
must be physically capable of 
periods of sustained physical 
exertion and may be required to 
lift and move up to 75 lbs. to 150 
lbs. Applications are available at 
the Saguache County Road and 
Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  81149 – 
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache 
County website – saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and 
Bridge Department tab.  Please fill 
out and submit the County Appli-
cation.  A complete job description 
is available at the Road and Bridge 
Office. Completed applications can 
be hand delivered or mailed to 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
– at the address listed above, 
sent by email to mhashbarger@
saguachecounty-co.gov or faxed 
to: 719-655-2543. APPLICATION 
DEADLINE: Open until qualified 
candidates are hired. Saguache 
County is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (8-2)

WANTED:  Saguache County 
Road and Bridge is looking to 
hire a Shop Foreman….Starting 
at $27.00/hr SPECIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS:  Applicants must possess 
a current Class-A CDL license with 
heavy semi-truck endorsement 
and a current medical certificate.  
Applicants should have a high 
school diploma or GED equivalent, 
along with extensive knowledge of 
vehicles, equipment and mechani-
cal maintenance procedures.  Pro-
spective employees applying with 
Saguache County, please note 
that the chosen candidate will be 
required to submit and pass a pre-
employment drug screening and 
criminal background check, prior 
to being hired. Shop Foreman is a 
full time salaried position – quali-
fied candidates will be able to per-
form a variety of skilled and semi-
skilled duties associated with the 
supervision of assigned road crew 
which include installing, repairing 
and maintaining Saguache County 
Road and Bridge’s property within 
the Right-Of-Way.  This position 
is expected to work during road 
emergencies so you should be 
available to work nights, weekends 
and holidays when needed. In 
addition to the salaried rate, the 
County Employee benefit package 
includes:  vision, dental and health 
insurance coverage, paid time off, 
and a generous 401k retirement 
plan. Applications and a complete 
job description are available at the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
Office 305 3rd Street, PO Box 476, 

Saguache, CO  81149 – 719-655-
2554 or on the Saguache County 
website – saguachecounty.colora-
do.gov under the Road and Bridge 
Department tab.  Please fill out 
and submit both applications:  The 
Saguache County Application and 
the Drivers-Application.  Com-
pleted applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 
Open until a qualified candidate 
is hired. Saguache County is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 

10 Apartments
Apt For Rent: Center CO 719-
657-3221 $1100/month no Pets 
$500/Dep, 2 BDRM, 1 Bath, Great 
view (7-26)

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.
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Sandra Marquez — smarquezSandra Marquez — smarquez@@valleypublishinginc.comvalleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliamsBrian Williams — bwilliams@@valleypublishinginc.comvalleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531719-852-3531

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home! 
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft. 
Home with attached garage on 9.04 
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek. 

This Home has several outdoor 
entertainment areas with wrap 
around decks too enjoy the 360 

views of the San Juan Mountains. 
The main level has an open floor 
plan with great room and grand 

fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large 

kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state 
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located 
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot 

cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk 
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs 
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and 

great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home 
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all 
your entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful 
furniture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home. 

Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal 
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear 
Creek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold 

medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public 
land. Start your Adventure! Don’t wait, Call, and schedule your showing 

today! $1,650,000  MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Must See Custom-Built 
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial 

Property in Fabulous South 
Fork, CO. Great Highway 
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built. 
The building was built for 

retail with many amenities. 
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor 
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large 

open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. 
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead 

door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low 
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside 
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large 
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New ¾ 

custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built 
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot 
water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design 
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office – etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. 
There are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired 
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired 

for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and 
propane hot water heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much 

POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing 
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety 
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-

als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail 
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and 

schedule your personal showing today! $975,000  MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a 
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the 

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The majestic South Fork River 
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishing is just a short walk from 

the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, dining and living 
area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log cathedral 

ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living 
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all 

your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink 
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include 

radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. 
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is 
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master 

bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub. 
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping 

area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large 
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow 

above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods 
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. 

Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960
37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Check out this small 
diverse farm. The home 

is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq 
foot, historic adobe that 
has been fully and beau-

tifully restored. Enjoy 
Colorado from the large 
(768 sq ft) open porch. 

This home sits on 126.06 
deeded acres of land 

situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil 
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production 

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by 
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a 
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has 
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new 

side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new 
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage 
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado 

just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos. 
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area 
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa, 

New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park 
is about 45 minutes north. $550,000  MLS #797313

12272 County Road R5 • San Luis

PRICE REDUCED

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This 
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home 
is your perfect retreat. Open 
Split floor plan with beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, 

large windows taking in the 
breath-taking outdoor sunlight 
and mountain views. Complete 

with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with 
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and 

butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and 
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads 
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private 
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master 

bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower 
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the 
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning 

cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious 
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers 
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio 
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world 

class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your 
private showing today! $1,150,000  MLS #798101

497 Timberline Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED
Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. 
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log 

cabin with upgrades galore! 
Located in Log Haven. 

Tucked along the mountain 
side backing up to national 

forest with beautiful views of 
the surrounding cliffs. Open 
living room, dining, kitchen 
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep 

you cozy and warm all winter 
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops. 
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The 
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot 
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to 

the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional 

bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy 
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes 
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town 
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed 
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a 
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South 

Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million 
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy 
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike, 

camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text 
and schedule your showing today! $325,000  MLS #800364

31517 Us Highway 160 • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

You Found It! Home Sweet 
Home, Finely Crafted, 

Ranch Style 2,109 square 
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor 
plan home with detached 4 
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large 
master bedroom bath with 
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open 

kitchen, dining area with eat 
in counter, living area with 
cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burning 
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natural 

light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360 
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy 

your morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in 
Highland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own 

well and South Fork water and sanitation.  This home is situated on 
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much 

more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and 
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and 

indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your 
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments 
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access 

to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby 
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure - 
Won’t last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today! 

$489,900  MLS #801796
74 Highland Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

FROM
FOR SALE
TO SOLD!

Valley Wide Classifieds
12 Houses for Rent
3 B e dro om,  2  Bath ,  L ower 
Alpine, South Fork, CO $1,200 
plus deposit.  (719) 850-8680 
(7-19)

13 Mobile Homes 

for Rent
3-2 double wide on 3 acres in 
South Fork. nice place. (Horses 
al lowed).  On well  water.  No 
smokers. must provide verifi-
able references of employment, 
income, previous rental history 
and pass a background check. 
$1250 a month 512 627 9787 
(8-2)

16 Vacation
Vacation Cabin for rent by the 
night only. Full bath, queen bed, 
microwave & refrigerator.  469-
446-2499. (9-27)

17 Real Estate For 

Sale
FARM FOR SALE in Waverly 
Area Sub-district #6, 1 ½ center 
pivots in grass and alfalfa, large 
hay shed, 2 bedroom home, 3 steel 
grainers, numerous out buildings 
on 8 Mile Road. Ready to farm 
2023 season. Call Bruce at Steffens 
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acres parcels with good 

grass on County Line Road north 

of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and 

ready to build on.  Perfect loca-

tion between Alamosa and Monte 

Vista. Call Bruce at Steffens & 

Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-

0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acre parcels on San Fran-

cisco Creek south of Del Norte. 

Very private, views, 3 miles from 

town, electric and phone. Call 

Bruce at Steffens & Company 

Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TFN)

40 Acres 5 miles west of Monte 

Vista on Lariat Road with power, 

phone and year around access on 

county road. $60,000. Call Bruce 

Steffens 719-580-0770 at Steffens & 

Company Realty Inc. (TFN)

23 Lawn and 

Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call 
anytime, weekdays, weekends, 
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. TFN

24 Garage/Yard 

Sales
Community Garage Sale, Sat July 
22, 8am-12 noon Beside Lazy Bear 

Cabins Riviera Rd, HW160, South 
Fork (7-19)

28 Household 

Goods
Kenmore gas dryer $300. Antique 
lounge chair $100. Large metal 
shelf $50. Oak/glass coffee table 
$50. Sears Craftsman router $50. 
All in great shape 719-588-5679 
(7-26)

32 Fuel & Heating
For Sale: Iron Wood, Stove/

Chimmey Pipe on top 8-inches 

wide Call 719588-2442 (8-2)

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
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810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 

Text 134436 
to 25678 for 
more info- 

Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED 
TO $545,000TO $545,000

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  
$950,000 home on 35 acres 

located on lot #2
$85,000 (6 acre lots)

$200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)

$950,000 (35 acres with home)

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

3023 Bear 
Creek Circle

Mountain 
cabin on 20 

acres bordering 
National Forest 
in gated Bear 
Creek. Fully 
furnished - 

paved driveway.  
4 bedrooms 

2.5 bathrooms.
MLS#803394

NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Hubbards Trail 
Gorgeous, bright, 

and spacious 5 
bedroom 3 bath 
home bordering 

National Forest in 
South Fork.  Nu-
merous exterior 
outbuildings and 

RV setups/shelters 
- all engineered 
for snow load. 
MLS#803458

NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

135 Aspen 
Drive West - 
South Fork
4 bed 2 bath 

log cabin 
with fenced 
yard and 2 

car garage in 
the heart of 
South Fork. 
VRBO OK. 

MLS#804126  NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

5299 County 
Road 12 S. 
Alamosa

160 acres cur-
rently planted 
in alfalfa with 
a center pivot, 
3 shares of the 

Common-
wealth Ditch, 
and use of the 
Carmel Drain. 
MLS#804160

NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Commercial Duplex 
used as a very profitable 
VRBO property AND 
a commercial excava-

tion business with ALL 
equipment for sale at the 
Forbes Park Gate, Fort 
Garland.  This is an im-

pressive setup!  $799,000 
for the Duplex and 

Property, or $1,240,000 
includes all excavation 

equipment and supplies. 
MLS#804495

NEWNEW

Steffens &
Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee - formerly known as Diane 
Chapman - is a 4th generation 

South Fork Native and 1994 grad-
uate of Del Norte High School.  

Licensed in 2011, Dee knows the 
area and knows local real estate.

3D Virtual Tours• Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photographer 
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

All Dee’s 
properties 

are 
detailed 

in her 
blog.

Valley Wide Classifieds
Write your own Classified Ad

Name: ________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________

City: ______________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday 5 p.m.
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$1950 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads: Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less • Any Item or Animal being 

given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Words: ____________ Times: _____________ Price: ______________

Class: _____________ Start Date: ____________
Circle One

Card#: ____________________________

Expiration Date: ____________________

at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 

$190 per cord. Delivery available. 

36 Miscellaneous
New 12x24 Mini Barn: Insulated 

and lined to be sold at 4-U-R con-

signment auction, July 22, 2023 at 

26503 CR 6-LaJara (7-19)

Free- Box-Cameras 4x5 Camera, 

Zone VI, Need to get rid of, 719-

496-6929 (7-19)

Cash for quality non-fiction 

books and LP records. Jeff 720-

315-9145 (TFN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold 

Here. Call For Options and 

Prices. We Also Stock Solar Pow-

ered Refrigerators and Freezers. 

Bontrager’s Variety Store, 9726 S. 

County Road 3E, Monte Vista. 

(719) 852-0500

STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-

ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-

cations! Containers are water & 

rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 

length. Call for more information 

and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 

– Your Total Storage Solution! 

719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and 

Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 

Charge Controllers, and Bat-

teries in Brand Names of Out-

back, Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and 

More. Custom Cables and PV 

Wire. Bontrager’s Variety Store. 

9726 S. CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-

852-0500. 

48 Pets and 

Supplies
Bird cage complete with stand, 
some accessories for $40 cash 
please. 719 480 2500, leave mes-
sage. (7-26)

51 Boats and 

Equipment 
2007 Lowe 16-foot fishing boat. 
50-hp Mercury 4-stroke with 
trailer. Pictures on request. $8,500. 
719-580-9463 (7-19)

65 Professional 

Services
Fire Mitigation: Weed And 
brush mowing to reduce fire 
danger. Call Darrell 715-699-3679

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-
plus years-experience in carpen-
try, painting, stucco, tile, drywall, 
roofing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. 
Free Estimates 719-496-7630. 

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-
vices: Window Washing, Con-
crete Cleaning, Exterior Wash-
ing - FREE ESTIMATE: (719) 
490-9047

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. (TFN)
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County, Jim Van Ry, a Navy Veteran 
from Mineral County, Lyle Dye, a 
Marine Veteran from Rio Grande 
County, Steve Salazar, an Army 
Veteran from Conejos County, and 
Alfred Weiss, an Army Veteran from 

Saguache County.
Demick served in Afghanistan 

and Iraq, and Collins, Van Rye, Dye, 
Salazar, and Weiss all in Vietnam.

The amount raised by the car and 
motorcycle show was not available.

The first-ever Alamosa Veterans Memorial Park Car and Motorcycle Show 
was held on Saturday. Classic cars and trucks and motorcycles competed 
for several awards.

Photos by Ken Hamrick

Several Veterans from across the San Luis Valley were honored at the conclu-
sion of the first-ever Alamosa Veterans Memorial Park Car and Motorcycle 
Show. From Left, Alfred Weiss, an Army Veteran from Saguache County, 
Lyle Dye, a Marine Veteran from Rio Grande County, Monte Collins, an 
Army Veteran from Alamosa County, Steve Salazar, an Army Veteran from 
Conejos County, Jim Van Ry, a Navy Veteran from Mineral County, and 
Frank Muniz from Alamosa County who received a special award. Not 
pictured, Robert Demick, an Army Veteran from Costilla County.

SHOW Continued from Page 1

stage for one night only.”
This once-in-a-lifetime event takes 

place Thursday, July 13, at 7 p.m. in 
the Mainstage Theatre, 124 N. Main 
St. Tickets are $50. 

On July 25, country swing duo, Poi 
Rogers, will perform a benefit concert 
for Creede Rep under the tent at the 
historic Creede Hotel and Restaurant. 
Somewhere in-between the tropical 
lounges of 1930s Los Angeles and the 
honky tonk beer joints of rural 1950s 
California, you’ll find Poi Rogers. 
Hailing from Santa Cruz, Calif., the 
duo performs original and vintage 
country and western swing, Hawai-
ian steel guitar ballads, and cowboy 
tunes. Gerard Egan and Carolyn Sills 
are both inductees into the Sacra-
mento Western Swing Hall of Fame. 
Carolyn was named the Academy of 
Western Artists’ 2021 Western Swing 
Female Vocalist of the Year, and was 
nominated for a 2023 Ameripolitan 
Award for the same. Poi Rogers fea-
tures Gerard doubling on acoustic 
guitar and his 1954 Fender triple neck 
steel guitar with Carolyn on standup 
bass, their timeless harmonies an-
choring the show. Tickets are $30 and 
attendees may purchase dinner and 
drinks through the Creede Hotel and 
Restaurant. The performance begins 
at 5 p.m.

719-658-2540, or email boxoffice@
creederep.com.

ROYALE
Continued from Page 1

South Fork 
Friends 

Foundation to 
host 2nd annual 

Arts, Crafts Fair
By LyNDsIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — With the Third 
of July Celebration over, the South 
Fork Friends Foundation will be 
hosting its second annual Arts and 
Crafts Fair at the South Fork Visitor 
Center on July 19.

According to South Fork Friends 
Foundation President Luke Brennan, 
this year’s Arts and Crafts Fair will be 
bigger and better than last year. 

“We have some really great artists 
coming this year who joined us last 
year and we also have some new ones 
bringing in some great stuff. This is 
a great way to come out and support 
local and visiting artists and a great 
way to enjoy a day in South Fork,” 
said Brennan. 

This unique event will feature over 
40 artists from around the region who 
are coming to share their talents with 
the public. The show will be on July 
19 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the visitor 
center in South Fork.

According to the South Fork 
Friends Foundation the day will 
be filled with artists from all over 
Colorado and five other states who 
are bringing unique, handmade art. 

In addition to the artists, there will 
be several local food vendors. There 
will also be an opportunity to learn 
how to create tie-dyed T-shirts with 
onsite lessons for people of all ages. 

“It will be twice as large as last 
year’s event with over 40 vendors 
from six states displaying original 
works of art and crafts. In addition 
to the vendors, there will be Gosar’s 
Sausage food truck, the Polar Express 
ice cream truck with frozen-dipped 
bananas and other cold treats, and 
kettle corn stand. This event is also 
free,” explained Brennan.

For more information, call the 
South Fork Visitor Center at 719-
873-5512.
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 Find us on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Contributed
SOUTHWEST COLORADO — 

Travelers will encounter two brief 
stops on Colorado Highway 17 
near the New Mexico state line this 
summer. Vehicles will be guided by 
a portable light signal through one-
lane alternating traffic configura-
tions at two locations where road 
and culvert damage has occurred. 

Locations
• Site 1 — approximately one-

third of a mile north of the CO-NM 
state line at Mile Point 0.3 

• Site 2 — three miles north of 
the border and one mile south of 
the Cumbres Pass railroad station 
at MP 3 

Travelers should also be aware of 
the newly decreased speed limits 
of 25 mph as they approach light 

signal sites.  
Maintenance and engineering 

officials with the Colorado De-
partment of Transportation have 
inspected the road damage sites 
and are continuing to explore repair 
options.

Traffic Impacts
• Travelers will encounter full 

stops guided by a portable light 
signal at two locations just north 
of the state line

• Speed limit reduction of 25 
mph is in place at the two sinkhole 
locations 

• Motorists should slow down 
and obey all traffic signs

• Motorists are urged to use 
extreme caution when driving 
through the section of highway

• Allow for extra travel time

CO Highway 17 travelers 
will encounter two stops 

just north of the New 
Mexico state line CConouronour Managed byManaged by

Upper Rio Grande Upper Rio Grande 
Animal SocietyAnimal Society

If you are interested in adopting, If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366call 852-3366
Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.

Monday & non-business hours by appointment onlyMonday & non-business hours by appointment only
2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.orgwww.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of 
animals are a “best guess” 

and are not guaranteed 
to be accurate. Adoption 
fee includes: neuter/spay, 
vaccinations, de-worming 

and micro-chipping.
This ad space 

donated by Valley 
Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Found together on 7/14/23 at Cedar 
and 5th St in Del Norte

If you have some free 
time on your hands come 

volunteer and help us 
train and socialize our 

dogs and puppies!

We could really use 
some puppy food, 

wet or dry if possible. 
Thank you in advance!
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops

Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Electrical Plumbing
Heating and Air Conditioning

Slide Motors • Winterizing
Custom RV Skirting

Tankless Water Heaters
Everything from A-Z

AFFORDABLE MOBILE RV REPAIRS
Jason | RV Repair Specialist

affordablervrepairs.com

(719) 936-0592

10% OFF
with this ad5+ Years of Experience

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

Fast, Affordable • Store Front 

WWW.SMARTPHONETABLETREPAIR.COM

(719)937-2646
2101 Main St. Unit A, Alamosa 

For Sale — Fresh Tomato’sFor Sale — Fresh Tomato’s
1942 East Cty. Rd. 11 South • Monte Vista

719-851-0926

Place your orders now $4 per lb.

Festival season underway in south San Luis Valley
By Diane Drekmann

SAN LUIS — It is festival season in 
the southern San Luis Valley. Com-
munities in Conejos and Costilla 
counties are celebrating this month.

The most important festival in San 
Luis is right around the corner, the 
Fiesta de Santiago y Santa Ana, hon-
oring the patron saints of San Luis.

The festival starts Friday, July 21 
with the crowning of the Santa Ana 
queen, and new this year, the crown-
ing of the duchess at the Mass of San-
tiago at the Immaculate Conception 
Church in Chama at 5 p.m. Festivities 
continue until Sunday, July 23. 

People can listen to a different 
musical group each night. There will 
be a lowrider show on Saturday, July 
22. The Salida Circus will perform.

Local resident Dana Maestas will be 
signing her book about the history of 
San Luis at 1 p.m. People have a chance 
to see the parade 10 a.m. on July 22 
and 23.

For sports-minded folks, there 
will be a 10K run at Stations of the 
Cross, starting at the San Luis Town 
Hall at 7 a.m.

It is not too late to have a float in 
the parade or to run in the 10K. Call 
the San Luis Town Hall at 719-672-
3321 or stop by 408 Main St. to get 
an application to be in the parade. 
Cost is $10. One can register there 
for the 10K run. 

MORE FESTIVALS
La Jara has its Glory Days celebra-

tion on July 15, with annual favorites, 
the traditional dance group Los Veci-
nos Baliadores coming from Antonito. 

Sanford has its Pioneer Day on 
July 19.

Manassa celebrates its Pioneer 
Days on July 20-22. Miss Pioneer will 

be crowned on July 20 at the Manassa 
Opera house at 5 p.m. There will be 

live music, storytellers, and various 
activities through July 22.

CONTRIBUTED

CREEDE — The Creede Arts 
Council is hosting an educational 
event on July 17 centered on the 
p r o c e s s  o f 
creating a 
woodcut 
t o  b e used as 
a print- making 
press. 

P a r -
t i c i -
p a n t s 
w i l l 
h a v e 
the op-
p o r -
tu n i t y 
to learn how to cre-
ate and carve wooden boards with 
their own original designs. Local 
artists Colleen DeSanto, Jody Stroh, 
Amanda Charlton, and Fred McLe-
roy will be teaching their techniques 
for this process. 

This workshop will be perfect 
preparation for those interested 
in participating in the 4th Annual 
Steamroller Printmaking Event on 
Sept. 16. No experience is required 
to participate in this class. 

This special educational event 
will take place from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
July 17 at the Virginia Christensen 
Rec Center. If you are interested 
in attending, RSVP to creedearts@
outlook.com. 

To learn more about the Steam-
roller Printmaking Event, follow 
CAC on Facebook or visit the web-
site at www.creedeartscouncil.com/
steamroller-printmaking. 

CAC to host 
Educational 
Printmaking 

Workshop 
on July 17
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Hillsides
 6. A way to ingest
 9. Large number
13. Southeastern Minnesota city
14. Cronies
15. Having sufficient skill, 

knowledge

16. Supplements with difficulty

17. Former VP nominee Palin

18. Cambodian monetary unit

19. Where coaches work

21. Secret political clique

22. A type of lute

23. Tan

24. Empire State

25. Where golfers begin

28. For each

29. Muslim inhabitants of the 
Philippines

31. Bird genus

33. Popular Dave Matthews Band 
song

36. Domesticates

38. “Boardwalk Empire” actress 
Gretchen

39. Asian antelope

41. One who takes apart

44. Kin

45. Dresses

46. Says something about you 
(abbr.)

48. Doctor of Education

49. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)

51. Overcharge

52. Sailboats

54. Indian musical patterns

56. Predisposition to a condition

60. Share a common boundary 
with

61. Wide

62. Skin disease

63. Monetary unit of Samoa

64. Source of the Blue Nile

65. Instrument

66. Red deer

67. Unidentified flying object

68. Bar or preclude

CLUES DOWN

 1. Flying insects

 2. Strong alcoholic spirit

 3. Old

 4. Moves in slowly

 5. Symbol for tin

 6. Having certain appendages

 7. Expression of sorrow or pity

 8. Type of hormone (abbr.)

 9. One with an unjustified mistrust

10. Hebrew calendar month

11. Pure

12. LSU football coach

14. Unbroken views

17. Fathers

20. Part of a race

21. Hairstyle

23. Fifth note of a major scale

25. Body art

26. Amounts of time

27. Designed chairs

29. Sensational dramatic piece

30. Arrangement of steps

32. Classifies

34. Young child

35. Oh, no!

37. Astronomical period of about 
18 years

40. Not or

42. Poke fun at

43. Consisting of roots

47. “__ Humbug!”

49. A way to remove

50. A confusion of voices and 
other sounds

52. Keyed instrument

53. Varnishes

55. Unpleasantly sticky substance

56. Unable to hear

57. A short erect tail

58. Indicates interest

59. Flow or leak through

61. British thermal unit

65. Iron

Photos courtesy of CPW

CPW aims to restore Rito Hondo Reservoir into a Rio Grande cutthroat 
broodstock lake in the coming years following a treatment project of the 
reservoir this summer.

Rito Hondo Reservoir to be treated ahead of 
native Rio Grande cutthroat trout restoration

CONTRIBUTED

CREEDE — Presented with a 
unique opportunity, Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife will undergo a project to 
establish a population of native Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout in Rito Hondo 
Reservoir west of Creede.

Rito Hondo Reservoir has been 
lowered for dam repair work. With 
the water level lowered, CPW will do 
a rotenone treatment on the reservoir 
to remove non-native brook trout with 
the objective of stocking native Rio 
Grande cutthroats in the summer of 
2024. CPW aquatic biologist Estevan 
Vigil said the lake is highly productive 
and can grow large fish.

“The reservoir being drained for re-
pairs gives us the opportunity to reclaim 
the lake itself and the stream above it 
without having to treat the whole lake,” 
Vigil said. “The coolest thing about this 
project is that it’s popping up out of no-
where and providing another lake that 
can grow really good trout.”

CPW aims to conduct the treatment 
project beginning the week of July 24. 
The lake will remain fishless through 
the winter. When dam repairs are 
complete, the lake will begin to refill 

following spring runoff in 2024. Then, 
it will be stocked with the native fish.

“We anticipate this being a great 
conservation success,” Vigil said. “We 
hope to establish this as a broodstock 
lake to get more Rio Grande cutthroat 
eggs for stocking out across the San 
Luis Valley.”

CPW is conducting this project 
in coordination with partners at the 
U.S. Forest Service and the San Luis 
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited. 
To provide for public safety during 
the construction process, the Divide 
Ranger District has closed the roads 
and area around the dam.

To establish native cutthroat trout 
habitat in suitable streams, removal 
of non-native trout is essential. Non-
native trout compete, prey on and/or 
readily hybridize with cutthroat trout. 
Successfully establishing a Rio Grande 
cutthroat trout population requires re-
moving all the non-native trout before 
Rio Grande cutthroats can be stocked.

The removal of non-native fish is 
done with the use of the EPA-regis-
tered piscicide rotenone, an organic 
chemical that comes from a tropical 
legume (pea family) root that has been 

used by indigenous peoples to capture 
fish and has been used throughout the 
world for fish management projects. 
Rotenone only affects gill breathing 
animals and invertebrates when used 
properly. CPW and other state fish and 
game agencies have used rotenone for 
over 80 years to remove fish in con-
trolled and targeted reaches of lakes 
and streams.

Once the Rio Grande cutthroat 
trout is re-established, anglers will 
have the unique opportunity to catch 
this native fish. Vigil said it could take 
three to five years for Rito Hondo 
to produce large, catchable fish that 
anglers are accustomed to reeling in 
on the lake.

The Rio Grande cutthroat is one 
of three native trout indigenous to 
Colorado. The Colorado River cut-
throat is found on Colorado’s Western 
Slope, and the Greenback cutthroat 
is found on the Front Range. CPW is 

also working on a variety of projects 
to restore those populations.

For more information on Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout, go to https://
cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/Re-
searchRioGrandeCutthroatTrout.aspx
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Rio Grande County Museum Quilt Show is Aug. 4-5
Lewis & Clark Quilt by Janet 
Davis: The center of the quilt 
displays the American flag 
along with blocks denoting 
transcribed passages from 
Lewis & Clark’s journals 
and appliqued flowers they 
cataloged along their jour-
ney through the West. The 
border is a pattern often used 
in Native American quilts 
and crafts.

Coutesy photo

Contributed
DEL NORTE — The Rio Grande County Museum 

and the San Luis Valley Quilt Guild will partner once 
again to provide a stunning quilt show in conjunction 
with the Del Norte Covered Wagon Days on Aug. 4-5.

The show will honor the theme of this year’s festivi-
ties, “Ode to Patriotism”, with a splash of colorful quilts 
celebrating the history and culture of our nation. As 
always, an array of quilt designs, techniques and styles 
will be on display.

The show will be available during museum hours, 
which are Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday, 

10 a.m.-3 p.m.
SLV Quilt Guild members will curate the show on 

Friday and Saturday, Aug. 4-5. The museum gift shop 
has a wide inventory of books and novelties which 
focus on local history and the SLV Quilt Guild will 
have quilted $10 items for purchase.

All sales of this event support local educational 
programs and charity projects. There will be an Ice 
Cream Social at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 5 at the Rio 
Grande County Museum at 580 Oak St., Del Norte.

For more information, contact the museum at 719-
657-2847. 

ALAMOSA — SLV Habitat for Hu-
manity is hosting Bike 2 Build, the San 
Luis Valley Century on Saturday, Sept 
9. Embraced by the dramatic 14,000-
foot peaks of the Sangre de Cristo 
and San Juan mountains, come pedal 
a Metric Century or a 35-mile loop.

For more information, visit online 
www.slvhabitat.org/bike-2-build or email 
bikes@slvhabitat.org. Experience the great 
expanse of the San Luis Valley and support 
the work of Habitat for Humanity.

CPAC to elect a 
Potatoes USA 

Board Member
MONTE VISTA — The Colorado 

Potato Administrative Committee has 
the opportunity to elect one Potatoes 
USA Board Member this year. The vote 
on this position will be on Thursday, 
July 20, at CPAC’s monthly meeting. 

Anyone interested in this board 
member position, is asked to contact 
the CPAC office prior to the meeting 
on July 20 by calling 719-852-3322.

Habitat for 
Humanity Bike 2 

Build event Sept. 9

Hot SummerHot Summer  Ad RatesAd Rates

Heat up your summertime sales with seasonal 
print and online advertising opportunities 

to reach more than 18,000 local readers!

To Advertise Call 719.852.3531 
Or email:

smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Local Advertising That Works

In Print & Online
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