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SOUTH VALLEY —  Beginning 
July 24, motorists can expect full 
stops and up to 20-minute delays 
while the Colorado Department 
of Transportation paves Colorado 
Highway 142 near the Rio Grande.

Operat ions wi l l  continue 
through late August and take 
place approximately 10 miles 
east of Manassa (Mile Points 13-
15). Motorists are encouraged to 
plan for lengthy delays, Monday 
through Thursday between 9 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m.

CDOT crews will work as 
swiftly as possible to complete 
the surface treatment, however, 
resurfacing operat ions  are 
weather dependent.

Botany is focus of 
Forest Specialist 
Series on July 26

DEL NORTE — Learn about 
the good guys, the bad guys, and 
the weird guys of Rio Grande 
National Forest plant life with 
Rachel Hosna, a Rangeland 
Management Specialist focusing 
on botany and invasive programs. 
She’ll share some resources for 
identifying which one’s which 
and how you can contribute to 
the research.

The online program will be held 
at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, July 26, 
in partnership with the San Juan 
Mountains Association. Visit 
the Rio Grande National Forest 
website or Facebook page for 
event information.

CDOT crews to 
pave a short section 

of CO 142

STAFF REPORT
SAGUACHE — The Saguache Arts 

Walk and Hollyhock Festival will take 
place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on July 
29. For more than a decade, the Arts 
Walk and Hollyhock Festival drew 
crowds on different days. But after 
the Saguache Chamber of Commerce 
combined the events in 2021, the 
tradition became even more festive.

The artists will set up on the 
courthouse lawn. This year, hollyhock 
plants and seed cards will be sold 
across the street outside the Saguache 

Hotel. The 2023 Hollyhock Seed Card 
features the artwork of Sarah Krantz, 
the 2022 art contest winner.

Former Saguache artist and 
resident, Byron Williams, sparked 
the first Arts Walk more than a decade 
ago. Known for his decorative gourds 

Arts Walk and Hollyhock Festival this weekend

‘Fairy Houses’ hidden around 
town are one of many attractions 

traditionally part of the Saguache 
Arts Walk and Hollyhock Festival.
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Please see FESTIVAL on Page 2A

By JOHN WATERS
C R E S TON E  —  T h e  2 0 2 3 

Crestone Dark Sky Celebration 
will be held at the Crestone Charter 
School on the evening of Saturday, 
Aug. 12. The gathering will dovetail 
with the peak of the Perseid Meteor 
Showers.

According to NASA, the Perseid 
shower, which peaks in mid-
August, is considered the best 
meteor shower of the year. With 
swift and bright meteors, Perseids 
frequently leave long “wakes” of 
light and color behind them as they 
streak through Earth’s atmosphere. 
The Perseids are one of the most 
abundant showers with about 50 to 
100 meteors seen per hour. NASA 
has called the Perseids the “fireball 
champion” of  annual  meteor 

showers for its record-breaking 
frequency of super-bright meteors, 
known as fireballs. 

Meteors come from leftover 
comet particles and bits from 
broken asteroids. When comets 
travel around the Sun, they leave 
a dusty trail behind them. Every 
year Earth passes through these 
debris trails, which allows the bits 
to collide with our atmosphere 
and disintegrate to create fiery 
and colorful streaks in the sky. The 
meteors can travel at speeds of up 
to 37 miles per second.

The fragments of space debris 
that interact with our atmosphere 
to create the Perseids originate 
from comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle. This 
comet takes about 130 years to orbit 
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At the 2021 Crestone Dark Sky Festival participants gather before dark. 

Dark sky celebration to coincide with Perseid showers
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Children take a ride on the fire engine at the Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire Department community 
barbecue on Saturday, July 22.

Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire 
Department holds fundraiser barbecue
By MARIE MCCOLM

MOSCA — The Mosca-Hooper 
Volunteer Fire Department held 
a community barbecue for the 
public on Saturday, July 22. There 
was no charge for the barbecue, but 
donations were accepted. 

The volunteer fire department 
served beans, roasted pork, coleslaw, 
mashed potatoes, and a slice of bread 
with the dinner. There were several 
beverages to choose from including 

ice water and lemonade. 
At least 150 people attended the 

community barbecue. 
Volunteer firefighters served 

plates of food to the public. Many 
of the children who attended the 
barbecue rode on a fire truck that 
was honking and flashing its lights 
as they went down the road. 

Volunteer firefighter Tuck Slane 
spoke about being a part of the 
department and how he felt about 

the barbecue.
“I have been with the department 

now for about 3 years,” Slane said. 
“We aren’t super busy, but we do 
have quite a few calls and we are 
first responders as well. We have a 
department here and we also have 
another station in Hooper. There 
are 24 volunteer firefighters in 
total, and others waiting in line to 
be firefighters. The firefighters and 

Please see BBQ on Page 2A

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — We’re down 

to the final days before the 101st 
Ski-Hi Stampede on July 27-30. 
The celebration kicked off earlier 
this month with the Bullfighters 
Only event.

BFO was added to the lineup last 
year and after a successful run was 
brought back in 2023. On July 8, 
more than 1,200 people attended 
the lead-in event for the Stampede.

Ski-Hi Stampede Committee 
President Greg Metz said the 
committee was happy with the 
turnout for BFO and is ready to 
see the community come together 
again for what is arguably Monte 
Vista’s signature event. Metz has 
been committee president for the 
past four years.

“I am excited to be a part of it all,” 
he said. “I am encouraging everyone 

101st Ski-Hi 
Stampede 

is here, with 
plenty to 
celebrate

Please see STAMPEDE on Page 2A
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(and love of hollyhocks), Williams 
sought to celebrate more artists in 
town and showcase their work.

Once the hollyhock was selected 
as the town flower, Williams was 
instrumental in establishing the 
Hollyhock Festival around the same 
time as the Arts Walk. Hollyhocks are 
hardy, drought-tolerant, and flexible 
enough to adapt to soil conditions. 
The colorful flowers bloom today in 
the Middle East, Europe, and North 
America, some perhaps planted in 
the San Luis Valley during the early 
19th century.

For the first year of the Hollyhock 
Festival, former mayor Greg Terrell 
dressed as a gnome. Williams dressed 
as “Johnny Hollyhock,” a nod to 

Johnny Appleseed. Several ladies from 
Saguache dressed as garden fairies. 
These costumes added spice to the 
festive atmosphere.

Hollyhocks flash their colors all 
over Saguache. Event organizers will 
print a map to guide people to gardens 
(hollyhock and non-hollyhock), and 
more than two dozen “fairy houses” 
sprinkled around town. The map 
will also show food vendors and 
local shops.

Volunteers and community 
participation drive these events.

For more information, visit the 
Saguache Chamber website www.
saguachechamber.org, the Chamber’s 
Facebook page, or send email to info@
saguachechamber.org.

FESTIVAL Continued from Page 1A

station have been here since 1948. I 
really enjoyed the barbecue tonight. 
We do this for the community. We 
have had lots of people show up 
tonight and we didn’t run out of food 
so that’s a good thing. Every year, we 
try to have this, and it’s usually the 
weekend before Stampede.”

Slane said that his favorite part of 
being a firefighter is being helping the 
community.

“When something happens, 
something goes wrong you hope 
somebody comes. I enjoy helping 
people,” Slane said. “We had an older 
lady call one time, in the winter, 

for help. It’s hard to wait and have 
someone come out from Alamosa 
or another town. It’s nice to be local 
and be able to help the community 
like that.”

Resident Ricky Dean was at the 
barbecue with his wife and daughter 
and stated they he really enjoyed it.

“It’s a nice meal that they give to 
the community. I think everyone 
likes to come out and support the 
fire department. We come every 
year,” he said. 

Jay Young of the Colorado Gator 
Farm was also at the barbecue and 
stated, “It was an excellent barbecue. 

The department is just excellent, 
they are heroes. We had a fire a 
few months ago at the Gator Farm 
and they came out and helped us so 
much. They got out there, they put 
out the fire, saved some buildings 
and saved a bunch of animals. We 
really appreciate everything they do. 
They are not just a fire department 
they are first responders, too, and 
they are a very important part of 
the community, and we appreciate 
them so much.” 

For more information on the 
Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire 
Department, call 719-378-2339.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

The Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire Department held a community barbecue for the public on Saturday, July 22.

BBQ Continued from Page 1A

to go out, have fun, and really enjoy 
themselves. The Bullfighters Only 
kicked it all off a couple of weekends 
back and the turnout was really 
good. We have the Rotary Chuck 
Wagon Dinner this week, and, of 
course, Carly Pearce coming out on 
Thursday night.”

In addition to the dinner and 
the concert, there are three days of 
PRCA action on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. Plus, nightly dances, a 
carnival and parades on Friday and 
Saturday mornings in Downtown 
Monte Vista.

While Metz enjoys all of the 
events, the community aspect is 
what brings a permanent smile to 
his face.

“I would have to say my favorite 
part of all of this is just seeing the 
community come out together and 
enjoy themselves and have fun. 
Community involvement is really 
what it’s all about,” he said. 

This year’s Stampede includes 
the Wrights Amusements carnival 
which will begin on Wednesday 
night. Wrights Amusements has 
rides for adults and children 

alike. There is a special offer for 
Wednesday night only. Take two 
cans of food to the carnival and a 
person can purchase an all-you-can-
ride pass for $25. All food collected 
will benefit the local food bank. 

Thursday night the tasty Rotary 
Chuck Wagon Dinner kicks off at 
5 p.m. with roast beef sandwiches 
and all the fixings. Then at 7 p.m. 
Frank Ray will take to the arena 
stage, followed by the headliner, 
Carly Pearce. Gates to the concert 
open at 6:30 p.m. 

Pearce is a 33-year-old singer-
songwriter who began singing in 
her teens. Pearce has made her way 
up the charts with three albums and 
many great singles, including “What 
He Didn’t Do,” “Dear Miss Loretta,” 
and “I Hope Your Happy Now.”

Pearce is one of the hottest singers 
in country music this year. She 
has been featured on nearly every 
major country music event in 2023. 
Despite being released by Pearce in 
June, “We Don’t Fight Anymore,” 
a collaboration with powerhouse 
singer Chris Stapleton, is considered 
by many a top 10 country song 

through the first half of 2023.
This year’s dance will be held 

right after the concert on Thursday 
night and will feature tunes and 
sounds from the Justin Kemp Band, 
which is also performing Friday 
and Saturday nights after the rodeo. 
Rodeo and or concert tickets are 
your entry to the dance, or anyone 
can just attend the dance for a $10 
cover charge.

Downtown parades will be held 
on Friday and Saturday beginning 
at 10 a.m. This year’s theme for the 
parade is “Grow Something Greater.” 
Many local businesses and vendors 
will be in this year’s parade, with 
their floats and treats for all who 
attend to see and enjoy. This year’s 
Grand Marshals for the parade are 
Ron and Carole Martinez and Thad 
and Deanne Elliot. 

There will be three PRCA rodeos 
held this weekend. The Friday night 
and Saturday night rodeos are from 
7 to 9 p.m., and the Sunday matinee 
PRCA rodeo will be held from 2 
to 4 p.m. 

Tickets to all events are available 
online at skihistampede.com.

File photo

The annual Ski-Hi Stampede features three days of PRCA action, two days of parades and four nights of carnival rides.

STAMPEDE Continued from Page 1A
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Descendants of Maximiliano/Henry 
and Felina Trujillo will have a family 
reunion Aug. 4-6 in Center.

Trujillo Family Reunion 
set for Aug. 4-6 in Center
CONTRIBUTED

CENTER — The descendants 
of Maximiliano/Henry and Felina 
Trujillo from Center will have a 
“Trujillo Family Reunion” in Center 
the weekend of Friday, Aug. 4 through 
Sunday, Aug. 6.

Felina Segura was originally from 
Garcia and married Maximiliano 
Trujillo.  In this marriage, they had 
four daughters, Aunt Mabel Alvarado, 
Colorado Springs, Maxine (Martin) 
Sanchez, Las Cruces, N.M., Eurcelia 
(Max) DeHerrera of Center, and Marie 
(Andy) Barela, Center.  Also, they had 
two sons, Arthur (Gertrude) Trujillo 
and Mike/Adonis (Cora) Trujillo of 
Center. Tragically, Maximiliano was 
killed in an auto accident. 

Felina then married Henry Trujillo, 
who was Maximiliano’s brother. From 
this marriage, came Charlotte (Joe) 
Salazar, Colorado Springs, Betty (Art) 
Madrid, Colorado Springs, Edna 
(Gene) Velasquez of Monte Vista, 
Lorretta (Leo) Manzanares of 7-Mile 
Plaza and Orlando (Janice) Trujillo 
of Denver.  

From these 11 families, 69 first 
cousins were born.

In addition to these 11 families 
being represented at the reunion, the 
families of Anselmo (Celia) Trujillo 
of Center and Crisostomo Trujillo of 
Montrose will be attending. 

On Friday, Aug. 4, there will be a 
Block Party in Center.  This will give 
the attendees a chance to “meet and 
greet” long lost cousins.  

Saturday, Aug. 5, the families will 
convene at the Center Community 
Park to join in festivities such as 
volleyball, softball, basketball, lawn 
games and of course, there will be 
a barbecue. This event is from 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday evening, there will be a 
dance at the Monte Vista Elks Lodge 
for the families to put on their “blue 
suede shoes” and dance the night 
away.  

The final weekend event will be in 
Center on Sunday morning as the 
families will gather one last time for 
breakfast burritos, juice, coffee, and 
donuts.  

Thus far, there are close to 200 
family members who have RSVP’d, 
and more are expected to join in on 
the festivities over the weekend.  

This Trujillo Family Reunion 
is being organized by Lawrence 
Trujillo of Center, JoAnn Trujillo, 
and Freida Trujillo of Alamosa, Peggy 
Manzanares of 7-Mile Plaza, Zach 
Manzanares of Denver and Anthony 
Trujillo of Denver. 



Thursday, July 27, 2023 Center Post-Dispatch Page 3A

THE CENTER POST-DISPATCH (USPS 775-900) Published weekly (every Thursday) by Valley Publishing. (719) 852-3531 at 835 
First Ave., Monte Vista, Colorado 81144-1423. Official newspaper of the Town of Center, and a legal newspaper in Saguache County.

Box 607, Monte Vista, Colo. 81144
Main office, Want ads and Subscriptions: (719) 852-3531

Periodical postage paid at Monte Vista, Colo., 81144
POSTMASTER: Send change of address to P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, Colo. 81144

Subscriptions: $45 one year in the San Luis Valley; $40 one year seniors (65 and older) in the San Luis 
Valley; and $55 one year out of the San Luis Valley. (719) 852-3531

News Media Corporation website: http://www.newsmediacorporation.com www.centerpostdispatch.com

Brian Williams ....................................................  GM/Editor
Marie Mccolm .......................Monte Vista Journal Reporter
Lyndsie Ferrell ........................ South Fork/Creede Reporter
Diane Drekmann..........................Conejos/Costilla Reporter
Sandra Marquez ...................... Advertising Sales Associate
Shasta Quintana  ............................................... Circulation
Ellie Bone  .......................................................Composition
Roxie Beutler .......................................................Classified
Richard R. Quintana ................ Mailroom Supervisor/Press

Letters

Opinion & Editorial

This past week found Ol’ Dutch and 
Miss Trixie absolutely inundated with 
entertaining guests at Mountain Man 
Rafting/Narrow Ridge Outdoors and 
boy were we ever exhausted at the 
end of the week. Finally, the weekend 
loomed large in front of us, and Miss 
Trixie decided that a good way to rest 
up was to get up early and attend the 
auction down in the Amish country 
south of Monte Vista. And as they 
say, there is no rest for the weary so 
off we went with our friends Gidget 
and Moon Doggy for a day of fun in 
the sun.

Up to f ive auctioneers are 
hammering away all day to get all 
the goods moved from willing hands 
into wanting hands.  So, you must 
pick your poison and decide just 
what kind of things you are wanting 
to bid on and stay close to that. There 
are basically two kinds of theaters of 
action that go on at this auction. One 
is the “follow the auction truck” kind 
of thing and the other is the sit in the 
shade auctions going on.

If you follow the truck, you will be 
standing in the sun all day as they sell 
the bigger items such as fence posts, 
house rafters, farm machinery and the 
like. The auctions held in the tent, or 
the buildings are more to my liking 
as the auctioneer’s helpers bring the 
items to the platform and you can 
bid in the comfort of a seat, albeit a 
bit hard one.

Now Ol’ Dutch wasn’t born 
yesterday, as Miss Trixie likes to 
remind me more often than necessary, 
so after perusing the piles and rows 
of “treasures” for sale outside just in 
case I saw something there, I found a 
nice shady seat in one of the buildings. 
The hosts of the auction had installed 
some old-style school bleachers in 
strategic locations and so Mr. Cooper 
and I had a nice cool place to watch 
the sale of the “collectibles.”

You may wonder just exactly what 
all that would entail and if I were 
to make a list it would reach from 
here to eternity. But there were such 
items as cast iron cookware, old signs, 
antiques, old jars full of marbles, old 
padlocks, bear traps, dishes, pots and 
pans and more handcuffs than I could 
count. That part caused me concern 
as I wondered where those binders of 
criminals came from.

Ol’ Dutch, ever the peruser and 
seeker of unusual items did spot a 
few things that caught my eye and so 
I waited with bated breath for them 
to hit the auction floor. One thing 
I really wanted was one of the bear 
traps. Now you may ask yourself what 
in the wide, wide world of sports I 
would want a bear trap for? Why, to 

Editor,
The La Jara Glory Days Committee 

would like to extend sincere thanks and 
gratitude to everyone who participated 
in the 2023 event, including car show 
participants, vendors, parade entrants, 
musicians, dancers, and everyone who 
braved the very hot weather to enjoy 
the day!

Preparing for the annual event is 
always an enormous undertaking by 
a few dedicated committee members. 
Without the support and help of the La 
Jara Police Department, Maintenance 
Department and numerous volunteers, 
the event would not have been as 
smooth and successful as it turned 
out to be.

Our day began with a community 
breakfast sponsored by Jack’s Market 
and hosted by the La Jara Fire 
Department. Huge thanks to Mr. Bob 
Plane for graciously supplying all the 
breakfast items and to our volunteer 
fire department for cooking and serving 
breakfast to all the hungry folks.

Following breakfast, the first annual 
Art Lopez Memorial Car Show 
participants lined Main Street with their 
amazing vehicles. La Jara Town Park 
was filled with vendors, and music by 
Sol Boyz, Blue Skye and Salt and Pepper 
provided entertainment all afternoon.

The Glory Days Committee would 
especially like to acknowledge and 
thank the following individuals and 

businesses for their support and or 
monetary contributions which made 
the events of the day possible:

JEAR Collision Center/Espinoza 
Consulting Services, Jack’s Market, 
La Jara Fire Department, La Jara 
Maintenance Department, La Jara 
Pharmacy, A & J Signs and Designs, 
Town of La Jara, Community Bank 
of La Jara, Joseph Baroz and Baroz 
Automotive, O’Reilly Auto Parts, La Jara 
Trading Post, San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank, SP Trash Services, Brian’s Septic, 
Vaughn Jackson Medical Clinic, J. 
Fernandez, Jack and Sammie Carraher, 
Northerners Senior Citizens Center.

Larry Zaragoza
Glory Days Committee Chair

Editor, 
The Ski-Hi Stampede Parade 

Committee would like to thank its 
sponsors for their support in putting 
on this year’s parades:

Monte Vista Potato Growers 
Association

Metz Potato Company
Rocky Mountain Ag, Inc
Rodgers Family Mortuary
Milne Sales Inc.
Absolute Shine Auto Body and 

Paint
Del Norte Bank
Colorado Potato Administrative 

Committee
Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc.
Shon Davis

Leavitt Group of Colorado
Victor and Laura Ast
Pepper Equipment
Mathias Concrete Inc
Sunflower Bank
Alpine Aviation
The Legacy at Monte Vista
Valley Wide Welding
Tom and Letha Hershey
San Luis Valley Federal Bank
Alcon Construction
Nazarene Thrift Store
Farm Fresh Direct
Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, LLC
Sweet Optics
Farm Credit
Wilbur-Ellis Company
Cooley and Sons Excavating, Inc

Roberts Group Real Estate
David Hinkley
Monte Vista Elks
San Luis Valley REC and Ciello
Monte Vista Machine Tool
Myers Brothers Truck and Tractor
Hi-Land Potato, Inc.
Ninos
Rio Grande Seed & Grain
Grower-Shipper Potato Company
Bristol Design
Valley Auction Services
Southern Colorado Computer 

Services
Weaver’s Level Best
Aspen Produce, LLC
The Sunflour Cafe
Ecodynamics,Inc

Kaw-Liga

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

catch a bear of course. Well maybe 
not but I wanted one.

And the handcuffs did cause me 
a moment of pause, but Miss Trixie 
ruled those out immediately thereby 
crushing another dream as per her 
usual. I didn’t get a bear trap either and 
was pouting around about that when 
I spied something I always wanted. A 
wooden cigar store Indian. That thing 
was a good eight feet tall, and I could 
see that in my future home as sure as 
Carter has liver pills.

I waited and waited for them to 
roll him up to the bidding floor and 
commence the action but as luck 
would have it the price of the old 
Indian exceeded the amount of money 
Ol’ Dutch had to spend. Man, I wanted 
to buy that old wooden man and had 
been determined to stand and sing the 
song made famous by Hank Williams 
himself. Yes, I was gonna sing Kaw-
Liga for all to hear.

But even though I didn’t get the 
pine person and the crowd missed 
out on a country song, I am going to 
include my favorite verse from that 
song in memory of that fateful yet 
disappointing day.

He always wore his Sunday feathers 
and held a tomahawk

The maiden wore her beads and 
braids and hoped someday he’d talk

Kaw-Liga, too stubborn to ever 
show a sign

Because his heart was made of 
knotty pine

Poor ol’ Kaw-Liga, he never got 
a kiss

Poor ol’ Kaw-Liga, he don’t know 
what he missed

Is it any wonder that his face is red?
Kaw-Liga, that poor ol’ wooden 

head

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Ski-Hi Stampede Parade Committee thanks sponsors

Glory Days Committee thanks community for support

By JASON C. MEDINA
SAN LUIS VALLEY— As a fourth-

generation native of the Town of San 
Luis, I am deeply invested in the vibrancy, 
growth, and preservation of our Valley. 
Having spent almost three decades 
working with a variety of small businesses 
and nonprofits in Colorado, I recently 
took on the role of executive director of 
the Community Foundation of San Luis 
Valley (CFSLV). It’s an honor to serve our 
broader community in this role and I do 
not take my responsibilities lightly. 

My goals for the first year include 
increasing the visibility of the 
Community Foundation, creating 
meaningful relationships with other 
nonprofits and governmental agencies, 
and breaking down barriers to increase 
collaboration in our communities. My 
vision is to create a culture of giving in 
our rural communities, while providing 
opportunities for urban funders to want 
to invest in our historically underserved 
rural communities.

According to the Secretary of State, 
there are more than 150 nonprofits 
in our six counties. They range from 
smaller and newer nonprofits to larger 
organizations which have existed for 
decades. It is my strong opinion that 
the recency or latency of establishment 
for these organizations should not affect 
their ability to be successful in serving 
their communities. Program dollars are 
aplenty in philanthropy, but nonprofits 
rely on operational dollars to accomplish 

their goals and serve 
their communities 
effectively. Equity 
and collaboration 
need to be the norm, 
not the exception.

To help clarify, 
program dollars are 
what donors give 
to nonprofits for specific projects. 
This could be anything from a food 
drive, to scholarships, to creating 
specific opportunities for the people 
who they serve. Operational dollars 
are specifically for salaries and wages 
of employees, capital improvements 
(buildings, infrastructure, for example). 
It takes people to do the work, and often 
grants are not to be used to hire new staff.

Recently, CFSLV and the Dept. of Local 
Affairs announced that the Nonprofit 
Infrastructure Grant application is 
open to nonprofits across the state: 
the grant is designed for nonprofits in 
historically-marginalized communities 
that need more foundational help. 
We specifically seek to fund rural 
organizations that serve People of Color, 
low-income communities, and the 
LGBTQA+ communities. $33,100,000 in 
grants will be awarded — with selected 
organizations awarded up to $100,000.

Our goal is to grant upward of $2.5 
million into our six counties in the San 
Luis Valley, and Archuleta County to 
the west. The funds will be awarded at 
the end of 2023 and can be used until 

the end of 2026. 
If you work with or operate a nonprofit 

in these seven counties, I highly 
encourage you to learn more about the 
NPI grant eligibility requirements and 
apply through CFSLV at www.cfslv.org/
npigrant.  This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for many nonprofits in 
the Valley.

The Community Foundation of the 
San Luis Valley strives to ensure that our 
voices are heard, that our communities’ 
needs are brought to awareness, and that 
any barriers nonprofits are facing are 
broken down to provide justice, equity, 
and inclusion to those who we serve.

On a final note, I am often asked 
how you as a community member can 
get involved. To start off, research the 
organizations in your area: most or all 
the Valley’s nonprofits have websites, 
or at least a social media presence. 
The SLV has organizations who help 
children, Veterans, the environment, 
animals, businesses, and everything in 
between. Find an organization that is 
doing work that is close to your heart 
and remember that your time is just as 
valuable as your money for nonprofits. 
Also, think about legacy giving, and 
thoughtful donations. Most of all, be 
present in your communities. If you 
don’t, who will?

Jason C. Medina is the executive 
director of the Community Foundation 
of the San Luis Valley.

Equity and collaboration need to 
be the norm, not the exception
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Eat, drink and shop with a 
purpose by supporting the 

locally owned businesses that 
bring variety, diversity, jobs 
and economic prosperity to 

our neighborhoods!

www.RGBank.bank

3416 Mariposa Street
Alamosa 

719-589-2536

901 First Avenue
Monte Vista 

719-852-5933

Member FDIC
Equal Housing 

Lender

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — The New Legacy Project 

from Nashville performed at Center 
United Methodist Church on Friday, 
July 21. Approximately 45 people 
attended the gospel concert. 

The group has been performing since 
2000. The group was formerly called the 
Blackwood Brothers.

One of the lead singers for the group, 
Luke Yates, spoke about the group and 
how it has evolved since 2000.

“Our former leader was a singer in 
the group and when the Blackwood 
Brothers disbanded, and decided to call 
it quits, their leader Cecile Blackwood 
passed away, our then boss Rick Price 
and a bunch of the other guys who were 
in the group at that time decided to not 
let the music die and keep it ongoing,” 
Yates said. “They started this group, 
and it was originally called Blackwood 
Legacy. Later, it worked out that we 
were more than just a tribute band to 
the Blackwood Brothers quartet, which 
is a great legacy of music all in its own. 
We wanted to kind of start something 
different, so we became New Legacy 
Project after that.” 

Yates said that they originally started 
out doing 240 days a year on the road 

Photo by Marie Mccolm

The New Legacy Project from Nashville performed at Center United 
Methodist Church on Friday, July 21.

New Legacy Project performs at Center United Methodist Church
with the music and ministry but had 
cut that down to 150 days a year to be 
more family friendly.

“We will go out for 2 weeks at a time 
or so, and then be at home for the other 
two weeks a month. We do that 12 times 
a year,” he said. 

Yates said that the group enjoys 
migrating from town to town 
performing in small churches. The 
group believes strongly in performing 
in small churches as many groups only 
perform in big churches. There is never a 
charge for the performances, just a “love 
offering.” The group travels all over the 
United States performing. 

Yates also spoke of a project that they 
feel strongly about that coincides with 
one of the songs that they sing called 
“I’ll Stand,” a song that honors Veterans.

“Our Veterans project is something 
that we are all excited about,” Yates said. 
“One of our former tenor singers wrote a 
song called ‘I’ll Stand,’ it’s a song that we 
sang here tonight and it’s on our brand-
new album. It was a song basically 
dedicated to those men and women 
who have given so much of themselves 
for the freedoms that we enjoy today. 
We wanted to do something to honor 
them. Aside from singing every single 

time that we step on stage, we also give 
out a CD with the song on it, a DVD 
sharing the story about it, explaining 
why the song was written. We also give 
out a bible. All 3 are packaged together 
with a yellow ribbon. Our goal is to send 
these packages free, to every Veteran, 
in every Veteran’s hospital that we can 
possibly send them to.” 

Yates went on to say that they want 
to start with the United States and give 
the bundles to as many Veterans as 
possible to show their appreciation for 
the sacrifice that all Veterans make.

“We want them to know that we see 
them, and we love them, and God loves 
them as well,” Yates said. 

The new manager for the group, Alex 
Price, also spoke about the group.

“My dad Rick Price started managing 
the group when I was still in diapers 
about 23 years ago,” Price said. “He 
had a big old tour bus; he had just left 
the Blackwood Brothers. Some of the 
members wanted to continue singing 
despite their leader Cecil Blackwood 
passing away, so they formed what was 
called Blackwood Legacy. They did that 
for about 15 years, touring and getting 
their name out there. Eventually those 
members left though, and the name 

was changed to New Legacy Project. 
The group is amazing, and I love what 
I do.”

Price took over as the group’s 
manager when his father passed away 
last year.

“My dad taught me when he was alive 

and guided me as best as he could. It 
wasn’t scary, I felt ready to do it. The 
group is going strong. We enjoy visiting 
little churches across the country. All of 
us are thankful to spread the goodness 
of the lord, and all of us love what we 
do,” he said.

Courtesy of the artist and Black Cube

Marguerite Humeau, Site visit to Orisons, 2022. 

Earthwork ‘Orisons’ opening celebration July 29
CONTRIBUTED

CENTER — The public opening 
celebration for “Orisons,” a large-scale, 
newly commissioned earthwork by artist 
Marguerite Humeau is taking place from 
4 to 9 p.m. on July 29.

Black Cube, a nonprofit nomadic 
art museum in Denver, is organizing 
the event that will mostly take place at 
the Frontier Drive-Inn, 105 E County 
Road 11 North, Center. The earthwork 
is outside of Hooper. 

At 160 acres, Orisons marks one of 
the largest earthworks created by an 
individual woman artist to date and 
a more environmentally conscious 
approach to land art by being minimally 
invasive and sensitive to the fragile 
ecosystem, according to Black Cube.

The public opening includes local 
food vendors from the San Luis Valley, 
vinyl and cocktails served by ESP HiFi, 
and a signature Orisons Elixir crafted by 
DRAM Apothecary, allowing visitors to 
drink the Orisons land.

Complimentary shuttles will run 
throughout the day between Frontier 
Drive-Inn and Orisons in Hooper. 
RSVPs are highly encouraged, as capacity 
is limited. RSVPs can be made online 
at eventbrite by searching — Opening: 
Marguerite Humeau “Orisons”.

Orisons is a subtle earthwork that 
transforms an unfarmable plot of 
land in Colorado’s San Luis Valley 
into a place of reverence, honoring its 
expansive history, existing ecosystem, 
and imaginable futures, according to 
Black Cube. The work consists of the 
land in its entirety, as well as a series of 
84 sculptural interventions that invoke 
the land’s histories and vast network of 
interrelations. Dozens of whistling and 
rhythmic, plant-like sculptures inspired 
by the native and nomadic vegetation 
become activated by the wind, a 
legendary force in the Valley, to summon 
the site’s energies. Also, a part of the work 
are large-scale sculptures that hover over 
the ground and visually reference the 
outstretched wings of Sandhill Cranes, 
iconic birds that migrate through the 
region, which visitors can lay upon.

Orisons will be on view beginning July 
29 and remain on view through June 30, 
2025. Reservations can be made at www.
orisons.art.

OPENING DAY SCHEDULE OF 
EVENTS

4-9 p.m.
• Complimentary, rotating shuttles 

to Hooper, CO from the Frontier 
Drive-Inn to see Orisons. The shuttles 
depart approximately every 30 minutes 
and seat 27 passengers on a first-come, 
first-served basis

• Denver-based listening 
bar ESP HiFi will provide 
a soundtrack alongside a 
suite of specialty Orisons-
themed cocktails, including 
one with a distinct elixir 
from DRAM Apothecary 
containing plants collected 
from the Orisons site.

• PrepFuel SLV and 
Sunset Grill will provide 
food for purchase.

4:30 p.m. and  5:30 p.m.
• Explore Skylos with 

architect Ronald Rael, one of the first 
permitted 3D-printed adobe structures 
ever constructed. Located at the Frontier 
Drive-Inn, the structures were built using 
a portable robot arm and pump system 
using sand and clay sourced from Rael’s 
family farmland in Antonito, Colorado. 
Two tours are available, each will be 
approximately 30 minutes.

6 p.m.
• “The Making of Orisons” Panel 

Discussion — Hear from several of the 
collaborators that helped bring Orisons 
to life with their unique perspectives, 
experiences, and attachments to the 
San Luis Valley. Panelists include Sarah 
Jones (Jones Farms Organics), Regina 
Lopez-Whiteskunk (Montezuma Land 
Conservancy), and Cathy O’Neill 

(National Resources Conservation 
Service), moderated by Angella 
d’Avignon (Black Cube ArtTable Fellow)

7 p.m.
• Join artist Marguerite Humeau 

in conversation with Cortney Lane 
Stell (Black Cube Executive Director 
+ Chief Curator) as they discuss all 
things Orisons, Humeau’s practice as a 
whole, and the significance of Orisons 
as the largest earthwork by an individual 
woman artist to date.

8 p.m.
• Close out the evening with a special 

screening by Marguerite Humeau.
All events, unless noted, take place at 

Frontier Drive-Inn.
Visitor guidelines and area information 

can be found at www.orisons.art/visit.
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By JOHN WATERS
ALAMOSA — The Veteran Resource 

Fair at the Colorado Army National 
Guard Armory on July 24 was considered 
a huge success with dozens of Veterans 
participating, according to organizers.

The focus of the fair was to educate 
Veterans about the benefits available 
under the federal Pact Act. The legislation, 
passed last year, allows Veterans who 
were exposed to burn pits, Agent Orange, 
and other substances during their service 
to be eligible for benefits.

Although there is no deadline to apply, 
Veterans who file claims before Aug. 9, 
2023, can have their claims backdated 
to August 2022.

The fair was sponsored by the Veterans 
Coalition of the San Luis Valley. Mary 
Cornum with the organization said the 
event was a success and had over 100 
Veterans and providers in attendance.

“We are a frontier community, we 
are underserved in healthcare, access, 
and in transportation to the Front 
Range,” Cornum said. “We have many 
elder Veterans who don’t want to travel 
and can’t travel and yet they have to get 
services in Denver. Many Veterans will 
not travel and don’t get services. the VA 
[Veterans Affairs] is a maze that is hard 

Courier photo by John Waters

Seated (left) is Rio Grande County Veteran Service Officer Jack Rudder, and (right) is Eric Moncibais with the Colorado 
Division of Veterans Affairs at the Veteran Resource Fair on July 24 at the Colorado Army National Guard Armory.

Veteran gathering a success

to function in. Our purpose is to help 
Veterans function in that system.”

In addition to the coalition, the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs, the 

Colorado Division of Veterans Affairs, 
and Alamosa County Veteran Service 
Officer Bill Brown, all were at the fair 
providing services to Veterans. 

Veterans can reach Veterans Affairs at 
www.va.gov. Alamosa County Veteran 
Services Officer Brown is at 719-589-
1109.

CONTRIBUTED
MONTE VISTA — Detectives 

with the Monte Vista Police 
Department (MVPD) and 
the agents with the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
arrested Marissa Medina-
Montoya, 23, Monte Vista, on 
July 24, for her involvement 
in the death of Letisha Serna-
Lopez, 37, Monte Vista.

On Feb. 1, MVPD officers 
along with Monte Vista EMS 
were dispatched to a residence 
in the 500 block of Dennis Street 
for a possible drug overdose. 
When off icers arrived on 
scene they found Serna-Lopez 
unresponsive and started life-
saving measures to include 
administering NARCAN, a 
medicine used for the treatment 
of known or suspected opioid 
overdose.

Serna-Lopez was transported 
to the San Luis Valley Health 
hospital in Alamosa and later 
airlifted to Penrose Hospital 
in Colorado Springs where 
she died on Feb. 4, due to 
complications from opioid 
overdose.

Over the course of the 
next several months, MVPD 
detectives and CBI agents 
conducted numerous interviews 
and search warrants into the 
death of Serna-Lopez, resulting 
in the arrest of Medina-Montoya 
for allegedly providing the 
fentanyl that resulted in the 
death of Serna-Lopez.

This is the first time in the 
12th Judicial District (San Luis 
Valley) that a suspected drug 
dealer has been charged under 
HB 22-1326, which provides 
for prosecution of anyone 
who provides synthetic opiates 
(fentanyl) to another and it is 
the proximate cause of death of 
the person, according to MVPD 
Chief George Dingfelder.

“Drug overdose deaths are 
very difficult and complicated 
to investigate as the majority 
o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  a r e 
uncooperative and unwilling 
to provide investigators with 
information to lead to those 
providing the poison that 
is killing our citizens. This 
investigation was the result 
of thorough and detai led 
i nve s t i g at i on  by  M V P D 
detectives with the assistance 
of CBI agents,” Dingfelder said.

In addition to the charge for 
distributing fentanyl, Medina-
Montoya was charged with 
special offender as the drug 
distribution took place within 
1,000 feet of a school.

M e d i n a - M o n t o y a  w a s 
booked into the Rio Grande 
County Jail on a $100,000 bond.                                     

MV woman 
arrested on 
suspicion of 
distributing 
fentanyl in 

overdose death

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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The Saguache County Board of Commissioners are accepting written offers for County 
Owned Property currently. The lots available will be accepted by the Commissioners, at 
their discretion, until July 25, 2024.

If you would like to submit a bid offer for any available properties a bid packet and a list of 
properties is available on the Saguache County website at www.saguachecounty.colorado.
gov or you can call the Land Use office at 719-655-2321 or by email request to landuse@
sagauchecounty-co.gov.

Bids must be submitted on a County bid form.  Funds must accompany bids.  NO CASH 
WILL BE ACCEPTED.

**You must enclose the completed bid form in a sealed envelope marked “County Owned 
Property Bid” and indicate on the envelope the block, lot or lots and parcel number, the 
bid is intended for. **

The Board reserves the right to refuse any bid submitted.

No. 1674 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, June 29 and July 6, 13,20 
and 27, 2023.

Request For Proposal (RFP) Trash and Rubbish removal

Saguache County is looking for a contractor for the removal of and disposal of trash, rubbish, 
debris, and assorted waste materials from land located in Saguache County.  This shall include, 
but not be limited to, the removal and disposal of trailers, building materials, trash, debris, 
asbestos, and various materials that require removal.  This position shall be on call or as need-
ed.  Bids should include, but not be limited to, hourly rates, and the rate for special material 
removal that may not be allowed for disposal in a land fill or conventional waste facility.  

For question, please email Amber Wilson at atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov or call 719-
655-2231.

Proposal may be emailed, mailed or hand delivered.  Email RFP to atorrez@saguachecoun-
ty-co.gov, mail to PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or hand delivered to 505 3rd Street, 
Saguache, CO.

Proposals must be received by 3pm on Thursday, August 31, 2023. 

No. 1675 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 27 and August 3, 10,17 
and 24, 2023.

Photo courtesy of SLV Pride 

Members of SLV Pride accept a donation check of $269 from the Narrow Gage Book Cooperative in 
Alamosa. SLV Pride is gearing up for a weekend of events, including music, entertainment, food, and a 
parade in Alamosa the weekend of Aug. 25-27. On Aug. 25, the festivities get underway with a party at 
Spare Keg Brewerks in Alamosa at 7 p.m. Pride Fest at Cole Park in Alamosa is Saturday, Aug. 26, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Sunday a drag brunch begins at 9 a.m. at San Luis Valley Brewing Company in 
Alamosa and the cost for the brunch and show is $30.

Seat belt citations 
in Colorado are up 

52% this year

CONTRIBUTED
S TAT E W I D E  —  S t a r t i n g 

Monday, July 24, through Friday, 
Aug. 4, the Colorado Department of 
Transportation, the Colorado State 
Patrol (CSP) and 51 participating law 
enforcement agencies throughout 
Colorado will begin the July seat 
belt enforcement period.

During the same enforcement 
period last year, 788 citations were 
issued to drivers for not wearing 
a seat belt or having unbuckled 
passengers in their vehicle. That 
included 68 drivers who had an 
improperly restrained child in their 
vehicle.

Recent data shows that 479 drivers 
and passengers were killed in 
vehicle crashes in Colorado in 2022. 
Most of those lives lost (236) were 
not wearing a seat belt. Thirteen 
Colorado counties,  including 
Gilpin County, Gunnison County 
and Logan County, reported that 
100% of their roadway fatalities 
in 2022 were unrestrained vehicle 
occupants.

“Refusing to wear a seatbelt 
can’t be uncoupled with a possible 
consequence of death. So, while 
you may have the right not to 
protect yourself, I can’t accept that 
unbuckled fatalities in Colorado 
are a far too common occurrence,” 
said Col. Matthew C. Packard, chief 
of the Colorado State Patrol. “As 
we head into the last Click It or 
Ticket enforcement period of the 
summer, remember, there can be 
consequences much worse than a 
citation.”

Last year, 1,963 drivers were 
issued citations in Colorado during 
the April and May Click It or Ticket 
enforcement periods. This year, 
2,992 drivers were cited during the 
same two enforcement periods. 
This is a nearly 52% increase from 
last year. 

“ Those  who decide  to  go 
unbuckled must understand they 
are at greater risk of injury or 
death in the event of a crash,” said 
CDOT’s Office of Transportation 
Safety Director Darrell Lingk. “We 

have the power to lower the rate of 
unbuckled traffic fatalities with one 
simple action: wear your seat belt.”

Properly wearing a seat belt is 
crucial — no matter if you’re the 
driver, a passenger, or sitting in the 
second or third row of a vehicle. 
According to the National Highway 
Traff ic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), wearing a seat belt in the 
front seat of a vehicle reduces the 
risk of moderate injury by 50% and 
fatal injury by 45%. Additionally, 
nearly 60% of backseat passengers 
who were killed in a crash in 
2021 nationwide were unbuckled. 
Wearing a seat belt will always be 
the first choice a driver or passenger 
can make to prioritize safety while 
on the road.

The Click It or Ticket campaign 
urges Coloradans and visitors to 
fasten their seat belts, every ride, 
every time. Proper seat belt usage 
is the No. 1 way to protect yourself 
in the event of a vehicle crash and 
minimize the risk of injury or death. 
Fines for not buckling up begin at 
$65, and parents or caregivers caught 
with an improperly restrained child 
can receive a minimum fine of $82.

• Adults — Colorado has a 
secondary enforcement law for adult 
drivers and front-seat passengers. 
Drivers can be ticketed for violating 
the seat belt law if they are stopped 
for another traffic violation.

• Teens — Colorado’s Graduated 
Drivers Licensing (GDL) law 
requires all drivers under 18 and 
their passengers, regardless of 
their age, to wear seat belts. This is 
a primary enforcement, meaning 
teens can be pulled over simply for 
not wearing a seat belt or having 
passengers without seat belts.

• Children — Colorado’s Child 
Passenger Safety law is a primary 
enforcement, meaning the driver 
can be stopped and ticketed if an 
officer sees an unrestrained or 
improperly restrained child under 
age 16 in the vehicle.

Click It or Ticket is a nationwide 
campaign from NHTSA. Since 
Click It or Ticket was introduced in 
Colorado in 2002, statewide seat belt 
use has increased from 72% to 87%. 
For more information about seat 
belt safety and enforcement citation 
numbers, visit SeatBeltsColorado.
com.

Mid-summer seat belt 
enforcement period 

began Monday

SLV Pride set for Aug. 25-27

PUBlIC NOTICES
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Jesus says in Matthew 5:3 (AMPC), 
“Blessed…are the poor in spirit 
(the humble, who rate themselves 
insignificant), for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven!”

Humility isn’t a very popular word, 
yet, all throughout the Bible, the Lord 
teaches us about the benefits of being 
“humble-minded.” I love James 4:6. 
It says, “God opposes the proud but 
shows favor to the humble” (NIV). In 
other words, the humble get the help!

I believe humility is often 
misunderstood and viewed as a 
weakness. But it’s the exact opposite. 
Humility places us in a position to 
receive God’s grace and become 
everything He’s created us to be. 

A humble person is also a happy 
person. They have joy in their life 
and what God has called them to do, 
regardless of what the world thinks 
about it. 

For instance, maybe your current 
circumstances and responsibilities in 
God’s plan for you are mundane by the 
world’s standards. A prideful person 
would rather do something they think 
the world admires…something others 
see as “important.” But the truth is 
it’s not what we do that makes us 
important. 

We are important because God 
created us and He loves and values us. 
As we receive His love and find our true 
worth in Him, then we can truly enjoy 
our purpose in life and be genuinely 
content. 

So many people are miserable, 
constantly comparing themselves to 
others who they think are smarter, 
prettier, or more successful. But the 
“poor in spirit” have the ability to be 
happy with who they are. 

My husband, Dave, is a perfect 
example. Years ago, the Lord instructed 
him to leave his job in the engineering 
field to help establish Joyce Meyer 
Ministries. 

At that time, God spoke to his heart 
and said, “If you do what I am calling 
you to do and support Joyce so she can 
do what I’ve called her to do, then you 

will have real peace and happiness.” 
Dave is an extremely vital part of 

this ministry. We are a team, and he 
oversees all of the business and financial 
aspects of the organization. He is a truly 
humble man—a man who is secure and 
knows that God approves of him—and 
he’s okay with his wife being the one 
“out front.”   

I can honestly say that Dave is one of 
the happiest people I know. He knows 
what God has asked him to do and he is 
doing it with joy. 

Here are some other character 
traits of a humble person:

1.  The humble can always ask for 
help, and they don’t insist on everything 
being done their way.

2.  They are quick to forgive others, 
difficult to offend, and content to wait 
on God for vindication when they have 
been wronged.

3.  They are patient and don’t get 
frustrated with the weaknesses of 
others. 

4. The humble person is a 
peacemaker. In fact, we need 
humility to maintain peace in our 
lives. Romans 12:16 (AMPC) says, 
“Live in harmony with one another; 
do not be haughty…but readily adjust 
yourself to [people, things] and give 
yourselves to humble tasks. Never 
overestimate yourself….” 

5. A humble person knows when to 
be quiet. It’s certainly not wrong to talk, 
but a humble person is comfortable 
allowing others to have center stage 
and doesn’t feel the need to speak their 
mind in every situation.  

6. A humble person sees their own 
weaknesses and can readily admit 
them. When we open up to others about 
ourselves, it can actually encourage and 
help them realize they’re not the only 
ones who deal with things. 

7. A humble person happily serves 
other people, and they don’t do it to 
impress others. They do it unto God, 
knowing their reward will come from 
Him.

8. A humble person is thankful. 

The Secret to Your 
Ultimate Happiness in Life

This is one reason they’re usually so 
happy. When we live with an attitude of 
gratitude, it releases joy and power into 
our lives. 

9. A humble person has a tender 
conscience and is quick to repent. 

10.  A leader who is truly humble 
treats everyone with respect. How a 
leader treats people is the quickest way 
to find out their level of humility. 

First Peter 5:6 (NIV) says, “Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under God’s 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in 
due time.” And Jesus says in John 15:5, 
“…Apart from me you can do nothing.” 
I often pray things like, “Lord, I can do 
absolutely nothing without You today. 
Please help me—I need Your grace 
in every situation.” The older I get, 
the more I realize the importance of 
humility. 

I encourage you to pray and ask for 
God’s help. By His grace, you can live 
with an attitude of humility and enjoy 
your life in Christ. 

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
three-part teaching resource Life-
Changing Attitudes. You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and 
opinions expressed throughout this 
publication and/or website are those 
of the respective authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer 
Ministries.

Consumers to lose 
insurance on Aug. 
31; can buy new 

coverage now

CONTRIBUTED
DENVER — Due to the financial 

instability of Friday Health Plans 
of Colorado and growing concerns 
about healthcare providers refusing 
to treat Friday enrollees, the Colorado 
Division of Insurance (DOI), part of 
the Department of Regulatory Agencies 
(DORA), is taking action to protect the 
public and ensure the smooth operation 
of open enrollment for 2024. 

The DOI has proactively asked 
the courts to move Friday Health 
into liquidation. Their health plans 
in Colorado will terminate on Aug. 
31. As a result, a special enrollment 
period (SEP) will begin immediately 
for current Friday members so they 
can sign up for new coverage. People 
who want coverage starting on Sept. 1, 
must enroll in a new plan by Aug. 31. 
Individuals who enroll after Aug. 31, 
will have their coverage start on the 
first of the month after enrolling in a 
new plan.

“Diving deeper into Friday’s 
finances after putting the company 
into rehabilitation, the Division 
became concerned about its ability to 
make it through the rest of the year. As 
a result, I am taking this step to protect 
Coloradans and the people enrolled 
in Friday, and to protect the open 
enrollment process for 2024,”  said 
Colorado Insurance Commissioner 
Michael Conway.  “Yet, as we work 
to protect people, I am disappointed 
that some health care providers are 
refusing to see Friday members and 
provide treatment. It’s especially 
concerning because of the Division’s 
efforts to make sure Friday Health 
became a member of the Colorado 
Guaranty Association in order to, in 
part, protect providers.”  

Earlier this year, Governor Jared 
Polis signed HB 23-1303, legislation 
championed by the DOI, which added 
Friday Health to the Colorado Life and 
Health Guaranty Association. This 
ensured that providers and Colorado 
consumers would be protected if 
Friday failed. The Division remains 
committed to ensuring that health care 
providers will be paid both through 
Friday’s remaining assets and through 
the Guaranty Association.

On June 21, the DOI took control 
of Friday Health Plans of Colorado, 
placing them into rehabilitation. This 
allowed the Division to analyze the 
company’s financial projections in 
greater detail. That analysis led to 
concerns that the company would not 
be able to make it through the end 
of 2023. Allowing the company to 
continue operations at this point could 
negatively impact Colorado consumers 
trying to enroll in health insurance 
during the upcoming open enrollment 
for 2024, leading to consumer confusion 
and creating additional problems. As a 
result, Commissioner Conway decided 
to act now.

Key Facts for Consumers
• The Special Enrollment Period 

(SEP) in Colorado for Friday Health 
members started, Monday, July 17, 
and runs through Oct. 31. 

• People who enroll between July 
17 and Aug. 31 will have their new 
health insurance start on Sept. 1. 
Individuals who enroll after Aug. 31, 
will have their coverage start on the 
first of the month after enrolling in 

a new plan. For example, someone 
enrolling on Oct. 8, will have coverage 
starting on Nov. 1.

• If a Friday enrollee attests to 
difficulty in accessing health care and 
needs an Aug. 1 effective date of their 
new coverage, the DOI has created 
an emergency SEP. Enrollees should 
report the loss of coverage as July 31 
instead of Aug. 31 when applying for 
new coverage. This emergency SEP is 
only available July 17-31.

• People enrolled in a plan from 
Friday Health through Connect for 
Health Colorado or through Colorado 
Connect, including the OmniSalud 
program can select new health 
insurance through those enrollment 
platforms. It is critical to act as soon as 
possible to avoid becoming uninsured 
for the rest of the year.    

• People enrolled through Connect 
for Health Colorado, can get free, 
virtual, and in-person help. Members 
who used a certified insurance broker 
in the past, can again get help from 
those brokers. People can also use 
Connect’s Quick Cost and Plan Finder 
tool to shop for plans. 

People enrolled in a Friday Health 
Plan through Colorado Connect, 
including the OmniSalud program, 
should contact the Assister or Broker 
who helped them apply and enroll 
last year, to get help submitting a new 
application and finding a new plan. 

• Insurance brokers who help Friday 
members find new coverage should 
know that the DOI plans to issue an 
emergency regulation requiring the 
health insurance companies to maintain 
their current commission structures.

• Small businesses enrolled in 
small group plans from Friday should 
contact their insurance brokers about 
how to choose a new plan for their 
employees. 

• To help Friday members during 
this transition, the DOI requested 
that other insurance companies in 
Colorado honor the deductibles 
and out-of-pocket maximums that 
Friday Health members have already 
accumulated for 2023. 

Kaiser  has agreed to honor 
people’s deductible and out-of-pocket 
maximum accumulations. Of current 
Friday enrollees, 85% have access to 
a Kaiser plan. 

Denver Health  is still working 
through a decision about this.

Anthem, Cigna, and Rocky 
Mountain Health Plans  will not 
honor Friday members’ deductibles 
and out-of-pocket maximums so far 
for 2023. People enrolling in these 
plans will have to start over with these 
cost accumulators as of Sept. 1. 

• Because the Division is committed 
to doing everything possible to help 
Friday members as they transition 
to new plans, the Division will work 
to allow Friday members to recover, 
from the remaining Friday assets, 
any deductibles, out-of-pocket 
maximums, or other cost shares 
members will pay only because they 
moved to a new plan. 

• Doctors, hospitals, and other 
health care providers should still 

expect to be paid pursuant to their 
contracts for services they provide 
to Friday Health members through 
Aug. 31. If a health care provider is 
asking you to pay more than your cost 
share amounts, such as your usual co-
payment, deductible or coinsurance 
that are part of your plan, or is 
refusing to bill Friday Health, contact 
the Colorado Division of Insurance 
Consumer Services Team as soon as 
possible — 303-894-7490 / DORA_
Insurance@state.co.us.

Impact to health care providers 
Doctors, hospitals and other health 
care providers will still be paid for 
claims submitted for services to 
people with health insurance from 
Friday, pursuant to the contractual 
terms with the company. This action 
triggers the Guaranty Association to 
pay claims, and the Association will 
pay up to $500,000 (the statutory 
limit) for claims for each person 
covered by Friday.

The DOI has set up a special email 
address for health care providers to 
contact the DOI with questions and 
concerns about providing care to Friday 
members, claims submission, and claims 
payment. Email dora_friday_provider_
issues@state.co.us or call 303-894-7490, 
and provide a brief description of the 
issue(s) and provide claims lists for 
those claims that are still outstanding 
that involve Friday members.

Colorado joins 4 other states 
in terminating Friday Health

Local VALE grant fund 
application period is open

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 
Vic t im Ass i s t ance  and  L aw 
Enforcement (VALE) Board for 
the 12th Judicial District, which 
includes the counties of Alamosa, 
Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio 
Grande and Saguache, announces 
the availability of local VALE grant 
funds for programs and projects 
that provide services to victims of 
qualifying crimes.

Funds are available for the period 
Jan. 1, 2024, through Dec. 31, 2024. 
Applications are due by 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2023.

For more information and 
or application, contact Chelsea 
Alderton, VALE Coordinator, 
Office of the District Attorney, 426 
San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101, 
719-589-3691 ext. 108 or by email 
calderton@da12.state.co.us.

the Sun once. Comet Swift-Tuttle 
was discovered in 1862 by Lewis 
Swift and Horace Tuttle. Swift-
Tuttle is a large comet: its nucleus 
is 16 miles across. 

In addition to the Perseid showers, 
both the Alpha Capricornids 
(known for bright fireballs) and 
the Southern Delta Aquariids are 
active from mid-August through 
mid-September, and a few extra 
meteors will also appear in the 
night sky.

The charter school is nestled at 
the foot of the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. This year, the festival 
will be led by Crestone astronomer 
Scott Stevens who, as a former 
professional meteorologist, has 
spent a lifetime thinking and 
working with the atmosphere. 

S t e v e n s  h a s  b e e n  u s i n g 
instruments  to  measure  the 
darkness of the skies near Crestone 
and will kick off the evening by 
sharing his findings.

“I will review my observations, 
what contributes to our dark 
skies, what seasons are better, how 
clouds affect dark skies, how clear 
skies do, the Milky Way, and how 
the population in the Valley as it 
continues to grow,” Stevens said. 
“I’ll talk about amateur astronomy, 
and what can you do on a particular 
budget. There has truly been a 

revolution in the last 20-30 years 
in the night sky [viewing] because 
of technology.”

The evening wil l  include a 
discussion about astrophotography 
and Stevens will offer suggestions 
on the gear available. This year 
the festival will focus more on 
astronomy than entertainment 
says Stevens. The presentations 
will begin inside the school at 7 
p.m., lasting about 90 minutes, 
and then move outside for celestial 
observations and all the Perseids 
can offer.

“We can bring our lawn chairs, 
blankets, binoculars, and watch the 
meteors,” says Stevens.” 

In  2021,  the  Internat ional 
Dark Sky Associat ion (IDA) 
designated the Town of Crestone 
as an International Dark Sky 
Community. The town became the 
31st designated as such worldwide, 
and the fourth in Colorado.

This fall, Stevens says he plans on 
having two other dark sky events 
near Crestone on the Baca Grande. 

The Valley Courier will have news 
of those celestial gatherings and 
more on the Dark Sky Celebration 
as they become available.  

The Crestone Charter School 
is located at 330 East Lime Ave. 
For more information, visit www. 
Darkskycrestone.com.

DARK SKY Continued from Page 1A



Page 8A Center Post-Dispatch Thursday, July 27, 2023

Friday Night PRCA RodeoFriday Night PRCA Rodeo
Jul 28, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m.Jul 28, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday Night PRCA RodeoSaturday Night PRCA Rodeo
Jul 29, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m. MDTJul 29, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m. MDT

Sunday Matinee PRCA RodeoSunday Matinee PRCA Rodeo
Jul 30, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. MDTJul 30, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. MDT

July 27-30, 2023July 27-30, 2023

Carly PearceCarly Pearce
with special guest Frank Raywith special guest Frank Ray

July 27July 27
7:30 – 9:00 p.m.7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

July 8, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.July 8, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
BFO was founded by bullfighters and is Freestyle BFO was founded by bullfighters and is Freestyle 

Bullfighting’s Premier Professional League.  BFO features Bullfighting’s Premier Professional League.  BFO features 
an international roster of elite athletes competing an international roster of elite athletes competing 
against the most treacherous fighting bulls for the against the most treacherous fighting bulls for the 

largest purses in the history of the sport. largest purses in the history of the sport. 
Dance with Live Music to followDance with Live Music to follow

Nightly Dances with Live Music July 27-29Nightly Dances with Live Music July 27-29

Monte Vista, ColoradoMonte Vista, Colorado

For tickets and more information, go to www.skihistampede.comFor tickets and more information, go to www.skihistampede.com
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YOUR FUTURE
BEGINS TODAYwith Equal Housing LenderNMLS #421822

START BANKING SOLUTIONS FOR 
YOUR FARM & RANCH

RGH’s Keeping the Dream Alive to promote wellness in all forms
Event is set for Aug. 

12 in Del Norte

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
DEL NORTE — Almost everyone has 

heard the saying, “Live, Laugh, Love.” Add 
wellness to the end of that sentiment and it 
will equal the theme for Rio Grande Hospi-
tal’s annual fundraising event, Keeping the 
Dream Alive.

“We are promoting wellness in all forms. 
Laughter is good for the soul,” said Rio 

Grande Hospital Communication Officer 
Eva Timberlake. 

RGH has switched gears this year after 
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic for 
almost three years. Now that the winds of 
change have shifted, Rio Grande Hospital is 
moving forward with plans for a Wellness 
Center and broke ground on the project in 
May. The center is going to be a new kind 
of community facility, open to the public 
and offering several different opportunities 
that support the hospital’s vision of health 
and wellness.

Rio Grande Hospital CEO Arlene Harms 

spoke about the plans for the Wellness Cen-
ter during the groundbreaking ceremony 
stating that the hospital was 
working to promote health 
and wellness in the commu-
nities they serve throughout 
San Luis Valley and that the 
hospital would be working 
to move away from only 
treating the sick, and work 
toward treating the healthy 
communities they serve. 

The Wellness Center will include several 
facilities that the communities will benefit 

from including a teaching kitchen so that 
families can come to learn how to cook 

healthy meals, a greenhouse 
and herb garden, an edu-
cational room, meditation 
room, access to the nearby 
trails and hiking and much 
more. 

With the Wellness Center 
underway and plans for 
more growth, the hospital is 
grateful to the communities 

they serve and is looking forward to host-
Please see DREAM on Page 3

Several significant 
projects are now or 
soon will be moving 

forward

CONTRIBUTED
DEL NORTE  — The  Rio 

Grande National Forest provided 
updates on several projects and 
high-interest issues. Some issues 
on the RGNF have garnered 
significant community interest 
and the need to provide accurate 
information on these matters is 
high.

“With significant activity hav-
ing already begun, timing is 
ripe to provide an update to our 
communities on these important 
projects,” said Judi Perez, acting 
deputy forest supervisor for the 
Rio Grande National Forest. “We 
hope this up-to-date information 
will prove helpful with 
activity plan-
ning for our 
n e i g h b o r s 
a n d  v i s i -
tors.”

The follow-
ing projects 
are the ones of 
highest inter-
est to communities and visitors 
alike. The updates are accurate 
at the time of publishing. How-
ever, it is possible that changes in 
schedules will be required.

• Forest Service Road 250 
Horca to Jasper — Conejos Peak 
Ranger District

The popular 250 road is seeing 
increased traffic and the surface 
seemingly deteriorates more 
quickly. The district encour-

ages motorists to travel slower 
to help reduce the development 
of potholes and washboards. The 
RGNF road crew and Conejos 
County plan to conduct normal 
blading of the road a couple more 
times this year. The Forest is also 
currently soliciting / developing 
two separate contracts for the 250 
road. One for a full road main-
tenance application and the sec-
ond for developing a long-term 
improvement plan for the road 
surface. The intent is to reduce 
the needed annual maintenance 
and associated costs.

• Stunner Bridge — Conejos 
Peak Ranger District

The Stunner Bridge is expected 
to begin the replacement process 
in early September. The project 
will take up to a full year to 
complete, with access on Forest 
Road No. 250 over the Alamosa 

River  being 
only mini-
m a l l y  i m -
pacted. The 
o l d  br i d g e 

will serve as 
the temporary 

access while the 
new bridge is 

constructed ad-
jacent to it. This 

project will be the cul-
mination of a nearly 10-year 
long project of replacing several 
bridges in the Alamosa Canyon.

• Embargo Creek Bridge — Di-
vide Ranger District

Access to this bridge has also 
been restricted for over a year. 
Forest road crews are scheduled 
to move directly from the Con-
tinental bridge project to the 

Access project updates 
on Rio Grande 
National Forest

Photo by Dean Krakel, Special to The Colorado Sun)

Fourth generation San Luis Valley farmer Tyler Neeley checks a pivot irrigation system on land his family farms 
along the Rio Grande near Del Norte, Colorado on July 19, 2022. 

SLV counties, facing drought 
and thirsty neighbors

Move to block 
water exports

By SHANNON MUllANE
Colorado Sun

ALAMOSA — County officials in the 
San Luis Valley are adamant: They want 
their water to stay in the valley so much 
they’re actively building new roadblocks 
to shut down, or at least delay, attempts 
to sell it to the Front Range.

The San Luis Valley, home to about 
46,000 people in southern Colorado, is 
at the center of a decades-old story in the 
West: a water-based tug of war between 
growing urban areas and rural, primar-
ily agricultural regions. This month, six 
counties in the valley held public hear-
ings, debated and, for some, approved 
an agreement to create a new regional 
oversight board that adds an extra layer 
of vetting for projects that propose tak-
ing water out of the valley.

Locals say they don’t have water to 

spare. Once water leaves a basin, it 
doesn’t come back, and the idea of ex-
porting water threatens their economies 
and way of life.

“We’ve seen attempts in the past to ex-
port the water from the valley out of the 
valley,” said Vern Heersink, an Alamosa 
County commissioner. “We’re all joined 
together, not only by the mountains, but 
the aquifer underneath us. So we should 
join together and try to protect that re-
ally vital asset.”

The San Luis Valley is a flat expanse 
with long, straight roads stretching 
between the San Juan Mountains and 
the Sangre de Cristo mountains, which 
rise like teeth to the west and the east. 
It’s bordered by New Mexico to the 
south, and to the north, Salida and the 
Arkansas River. 

It’s a high-elevation desert where ag-
riculture is the primary economic force, 
one capable of providing better-paying 
jobs in the local economy, according to 
the 2023 Colorado Water Plan. It’s even 
one of the top regions nationwide for 

growing potatoes, which need 14 to 17 
inches of water per irrigation season, 
or about twice the annual rainfall there 
of 8 inches.

But its water supply has been threat-
ened by overuse and a long-term 
drought, just like the water supply in the 
Colorado River Basin, which lies across 
the Continental Divide to the west. 

Crops are fed by rivers and streams 
in the Rio Grande Basin or by under-
ground aquifers. In dry years, the runoff 
from the winter snowpack can be eight 
times less than average, according to 
the state water plan, and the valley must 
comply with legal obligations to share 
water with New Mexico, according to 
the 1938 Rio Grande Compact.

Since 1977, water users have pumped 
so much groundwater that the Closed 
Basin aquifer dropped by 1.2 million 
acre-feet, according to the water plan. In 
2002, one of the driest years on record 
for the Rio Grande Basin, engineers 
recorded a 400,000 acre-foot drop in 
Please see DROUGHT on Page 9

See UPDATES on Page 3
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Affordable Teeth In Just One Day…
We Make It Possible With Dental Implants
Replace all your failing and missing teeth. Throw away your bad dentures. Get a complete set of new teeth in one day

35 years implant and 
oral surgery experience

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E • Located above Higher Grounds Coffee • 970-444-1298

Payment Plans for Every Budget
• 100% Financing — 12-24 months, 

Nothing Down. No Payments. No Interest
OR CHOOSE:

• Low Payments — with up to 12 years to 
pay with attractive fixed interest rates.

• Instant Approval
• No Early Prepayment Penalty

No Cost Consultation:
Know what’s 

possible for you!
Includes preliminary 

evaluation and 3D image.
$500 Value

Offer expires: 7-31-2023

William F. 
Thornell
DDS, ABOI, 
MAGD, DICOI

pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

Dr.Thornell and his staff are so 
awesome! They are caring and 
very professional. I now have full 
mouth implants and I love my new 
teeth!! This is life changing for me! 
Thank you Dr. Thornell.  RH

Dr.Thornell and his 
team are the best in the 

dental field.  Your dental 
implants have given me 

my smile back!! Great 
customer service start 

to finish.  Thank you for 
everything you have 

done for me! BJK

*Payment plans with approved credit

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, llc
L. Blair Nielsen DC • (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by 
appointment with Chiropractic 

and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and 
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple 
Treatment Approaches

Three Tiny Libraries open in Monte Vista

Mike Blenden, left, and Cathy Armstrong pose for a 
photo in front of a newly completed and opened Tiny 
Library in Monte Vista. They, along with Blenden’s wife 
Peggy, who passed unexpectedly, were instrumental in 
getting three Tiny Libraries constructed in Monte Vista.

Courtesy photos

Children look through the books at one three new Tiny 
Libraries opened recently in Monte Vista.

Chapman Park honors 
Peggy Jo Blenden with 

Tiny Library

By MARIE MCCOlM
MONTE VISTA  — Two rib-

bon cutting ceremonies were held 
Tuesday, July 11, for the new Tiny 
Libraries in Monte Vista. Three lo-
cal parks now have Tiny Libraries 
— Sanchez Park, Marsh Park, and 
Chapman Park.

People can take a book from the 
Tiny Libraries to read or leave a 
book for someone else to read.

The idea for the Tiny Libraries 
came from Cathy Armstrong. Arm-
strong is a retired schoolteacher who 
taught for 20 years. Armstrong said 
that she had many books stored away 
and always kept the books thinking 
that one day she would have grand-
children who would read the books.

Armstrong said that having re-
tired for a while and not having any 
grandchildren yet, she was looking 
for a way to utilize these books 
somehow. While visiting her sons 
who live in Montana, she noticed 
some Tiny Libraries in a few towns 
in Montana.

“Being an avid reader, I would 
pick up some books over there, 
and I was always thinking about 
what I could do with all the books 
that I had from teaching,” she 
said. “Thinking of Mike and Peggy 
Blenden, I had been friends with 
Peggy for about 25 years. Mike is 
a gifted carpenter and Peggy was a 
great artist. I was going to ask Mike 
to do the construction of the librar-
ies and Peggy to do the artwork on 
the libraries.”

Things took a left-hand turn 
though because Peggy passed away 
unexpectedly.

“I thought well, we still have this 
idea and it’s a good idea,” Armstrong 
said. “Peggy also loved to read. So, 
Mike went ahead and built one 
library, and I asked Mike’s sons if 
they would be willing to paint the 
Tiny Library structure and do the 
artwork on it and they did. So, we 
had the first one done at Chapman 
Park, and this one honors Peggy 
with a plaque on it.”

The LOR Foundation helped with 
the other two.

“We spoke with Ivette Atencio, 
and we submitted a proposal, and 
the LOR Foundation helped us 
cover the cost of the other two,” 
Armstrong said. “This is a project I 
really believe in. Reading is impor-
tant to society, to children. These 
are books that are free that they can 
keep, you take a book, you leave a 
book. A different model to get books 
in kids’ hands, and to get parents to 
read to their kids, too.”

Mike Blenden also spoke about 
the free libraries in town and the 
free library dedicated to honor his 
wife.

“My wife Peggy died when she 
was 66 very suddenly,” he said. “I 
met her in college and we both were 
married in graduate school. When 
Peggy and I moved to Monte Vista 
she became very involved with the 
school system. Peggy was very in-
volved with the teachers, supporting 
some of them in their classrooms. 
She also was the president of the 
Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust. 
She was one of the first presidents. 

They are involved with land conser-
vation all over the San Luis Valley. 
One thing I always remember about 
Peggy is she always had a book in 
her hand. She was an avid reader, 
which is why I think that she was 
such an interesting person as well.”

Blenden said that his wife Peggy 
enriched herself with books and 
knew so much about science and 
math and other subjects, simply 
because she loved to read so much. 
Blenden said he believes Peggy 
would have been honored to have 
the library dedicated in her name, 
as she loved to enrich the lives of 
others and she was a model of cour-
age, always stood for the right thing.

“I am so happy that this was 
dedicated to her. This was a genius 
idea that Cathy Armstrong had 
for our community,” he said. “This 
library gives us a monument with a 
plaque for Peggy. My son painted 

the outside of the one little library 
and thanks to the LOR Foundation 
and Gigi Dennis and Rob Vance for 
their help with all this too. We now 
have three libraries here. Rob Vance 

and his crew were a pleasure to work 
with too. It is our hope that these 
little libraries will help get everyone 
reading. Peggy would have been 
proud of that.”
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Independent Living Skills....

More Important Now Than Ever
Hands-On, In-Person Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...

More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....

Our Specialty Since 1990!

earthknackschool@gmail.com for full descriptions, dates and pricing
www.earthknack.com

2023 Traditional Hide Tanning       MAY 18 - 23 

Buffalo Hide / Willow Frame “Bull Boat”     JUNE 16 - 20 

Ancestral and Survival Fishing       JUNE 23 - 25 

Fibers Fantastic! Felting - Spinning - Weaving - Dyes- 
Leather Strap Braiding       JULY 7 - 10 

Survival, Edible & Medicinal Rocky Mountain Plants        
JULY 15 

Primitive Arrows       JULY 21-24 

AtlAtl and Darts       JULY 28-31 

Fire! Fiber! Flint! Survival Basics       AUG. 12- 13 

Homestead, Blacksmith & Butcher Tools Repair and 
Maintenance       OCT. (dba) 

Earth Knack Outdoor Living Immersion 3 options:        
JUNE 5 - 30 * JULY 1- 31 * AUGUST 8 -24

This Week’s FeatureThis Week’s FeatureBusiness Business 
ShowcaseShowcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE THE 
HOLY HOLY 

MOSESMOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Mon.-Sat.Mon.-Sat.
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The Holy MosesThe Holy Moses

658-2848658-2848
121 N. Main121 N. Main

CreedeCreede

Just arrived
Blue Columbine

silk stems
just $1250

ing them for this year’s Keeping 
the Dream Alive fundraiser. The 
event will feature food provided 
by Mountainview Restaurant of 
Monte Vista and is supported by 
several local sponsors including 
SLVREC, Ciello, Del Norte Fire 
Department, uchealth, San Luis 
Valley Bank, Del Norte Bank and 
many others. 

The event will take place on 
Aug. 12 beginning at 530 p.m. in 
the Del Norte Fire Department’s 
new headquarters located in the 
old Del Norte High School Gym 
or otherwise known to locals as 
the Field House.

“We are really looking forward to 
this year’s event. It is our 15th year, 
and we have something special 
planned for our community. We 
will have some wonderful door 
prizes and great auction items 
which will be auctioned off by 
our wonderful auctioneer, Darrel 
Plane,” said Timberlake. “It is go-
ing to be a lot of fun.”

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.riogrande-
hospital.org. 

DREAM
Continued from Page 1

Embargo bridge where they will 
replace the deck. The road will 
also be closed during this repair, 
which may take as long as a week 
to conduct.

• Continental Reservoir Bridge 
— Divide Ranger District

Access to the bridge was re-
stricted after a 2021 bridge inspec-
tion. The bridge has been closed 
to motorized traffic over 60 foot 
wide since June 28, 2022. Special-
ized heavy equipment has been 
ordered for this project and Forest 
road crews are scheduled to begin 
the repair of the bridge abutments 
on Aug. 1, 2023. Access to the 
reservoir from this location will 
be fully closed during the repair 
which will take up to approximately 
four weeks. See the closure notice 
on the RGNF’s Alerts and Notices 
web page.

• Forest Service Road 600 to 
Wheeler Geologic Area — Divide 
Ranger District

FSR 600 was closed on Aug. 1, 
2022, due to extremely wet and 

unstable conditions that were 
causing significant resource dam-
age and multiple vehicles getting 
stuck. The road still has deep ruts, 
washouts and hidden voids below 
the road surface that can be very 
dangerous. Especially in the up-
per 4 miles. While timing remains 
undetermined, the Forest hopes 
to complete the needed repairs 
before the access is restricted by 
snow this year.

• Rito Hondo Reservoir — Divide 
Ranger District

Colorado Parks and Wildlife is 
currently conducting repairs to the 
dam. The Divide Ranger District 
has closed this area to provide 
for public safety during the repair 
process. Work will be ongoing well 
into the fall. See the closure notice 
on the RGNF’s Alerts and Notices 
web page.

• Alberta Reservoir — Divide 
Ranger District

Colorado Parks and Wildlife is 
currently conducting repairs to the 

dam. The Divide Ranger District 
has closed this area and FSR 391 at 
the end of the Wolf Creek Ski Area 
parking lot to provide for public 
safety during the repair process. See 
the closure notice on the RGNF’s 
Alerts and Notices web page.

• Million Reservoir — Divide 
Ranger District

The RGNF has partnered with the 
Bureau of Reclamation to conduct 
improvements to the emergency 
spillway this week. Water level was 
slowly lowered to accommodate the 
construction work. Access to the 
outlet side of the dam is now closed 
for public safety. There is still public 
access at the dam’s southern side. 
Visitors to the reservoir will need 
to stay on the south side of the dam 
and be aware of heavy equipment 
working in the area. The project is 
planned to take approximately eight 
weeks to complete.

For information on the Rio 
Grande National Forest, call 719-
850-2374.

UPDATES Continued from Page 1

https://www.
facebook.com/

ValleyPublishing

 Find us on 
Facebook
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
01 TICKETS
02 CARD OF THANKS
03 MEMORIALS
04 LOST & FOUND
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS
06 PERSONALS
EMPLOYMENT
07 HELP WANTED
08 WORK WANTED
09 EMPLOYMENT 

SERVICES
FOR RENT
10 APARTMENTS
11 ROOMS
12 HOUSES
13 MOBILE HOMES 
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY
15 WANTED TO RENT
16 VACATION
REAL ESTATE
17 REAL ESTATE
18 LOTS & ACREAGE
19 FARM & FARMLAND
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY
21 MOBILE HOMES
22 PROPERTY WANTED

ANIMALS
45 ANIMAL BREEDING
46 PASTURE FOR RENT
47 HORSES & CATTLE
48 PETS & SUPPLIES
49 ANIMAL CARE
50 LIVESTOCK
RECREATIONAL
51 BOATS & EQUIPMENT
52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT
53 TRAILERS
54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S
55 R.V.’S/CAMPERS
FINANCIAL
56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
57 INVESTMENTS
TRANSPORTATION
58 MOTORCYCLES
59 VEHICLES WANTED
60 CLASSIC CARS
61 4X4’S
62 VANS
63 TRUCKS
64 AUTOS FOR SALE
SERVICES
65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
66 CHILD CARE

CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Call 719-852-3531
or email: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Estimated Crop Water Use

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La Jara. 
Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station  closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d table 
each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/ 

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato 
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu 

For Center and Saguache 
areas. Writing and 

photography experience 
necessary. Send resume, 
writing and photography 

samples to Valley 
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box 

607, Monte Vista, CO 
81144 or email bwilliams@

valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS 
REPORTER IMMEDIATELY

05 Notices
Attention: The Association of: St. 
Agnes Catholic Church is accepting 
bids for roof repair. Must be licensed 
and insured! Please Call John Vigil 
for more information (719) 221-1180 
(7-26)

WE BUY ANTLER: Use code 
“ELK18” and you will get $18/lb for 
Elk Grade A and $13/lb for Deer 
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte 
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.org 
or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted

Monte Vista Head Start is accept-
ing applications for the following 
Positions: Teachers Assistants 
and a Fulltime Floating Substi-
tute Teacher. Requirements: High 
School Diploma or Equivalent. 
CDA/Colorado Shines Level 2 or 
Higher. Please Contact MVHS or 
Pick up an Application at: Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 Sherman 
Avenue, Monte Vista, Co 81144, 
(719) 852- 3215 (8-2)

Work for Rent. One Queen, small 
motel Room. Wolf Creek Ranch Ski 
Lodge. 9 miles from Wolf Creek Ski 
Area. Free utilitie ,free wifi, and free 
direct tv. Email or call us for an ap-
plication. wcrsl@wolfcreekranchco.
com (719) 873-5371 (8-9)

Del Norte Bank is seeking a mo-
tivated IT Support Technician to 
join our team. Responsibilities in-
clude providing technical support, 
troubleshooting and maintaining 
computer systems, working with 
staff to resolve technical issues. 
Qualifications;  moderate techni-
cal knowledge,  excellent problem 
solving skills, Prior IT Support 
experience or formal education 
or training a plus. Send resume to 
mailto:postmaster@truelocalbank.
com. EOE. (7-26)

Remarkable opportunity for a per-
sonal care provider in the Antoni-
to Area for a young lady, will train. 
This excellent position requires 
dedication, trustworthiness, and 

719-852-3531
Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 
Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.

Deadlines for SLV Lifestyles and 
local weekly papers

Lifestyles news...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
News for all paid papers...Monday, noon
Classified ads...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
Legal advertising...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
Display advertising...Thursday, 5 p.m. for the next week
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Valley Wide Classifieds

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

transfers. Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Friday some weekends and 
overnights when needed.  $15.00 an 
hour call if interested 719-588-9430 
or 719 376-2348. (8-9)

*Principal * Secondary Language 
Arts * Pre -K Assistant  * Elemen-
tary Teachers * Interventionist/
Literacy Coach (working with the 
ELG) * School Counselor *Food 
Services (prep cook/dishwasher) 
The above positions are available 
until they are filled. Applications 
and salary schedules are available 
for download on the district web-
site at http://mountainvalleyschool.
org/. Please include a resume, cover 
letter, and 3 current letters of recom-
mendation. Completed applications 
can be submitted to Mr. Stagner at 
stagnerb@valley.k12.co.us Mountain 
Valley School is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer. (7-26)

Saguache County Landfill is Hiring 
for a Full Time Attendant – starting 
at $16.62/hour REQUIREMENTS: 
Applicant must fill out and submit 
an application, must be an expe-
rienced front end loader operator 
and possess a valid driver’s license.  
Applicant should have a high school 
diploma or GED and six months or 
more of relevant experience. Final 
candidates applying with Saguache 
County will be required to submit 
and pass a pre-employment drug 
screen and criminal background 
check. Landfill Attendant is a full 
time 40 hour per week position 
– starting at 8:00 A.M. each day 
Tuesday through Saturday (subject 
to change).  Those applying must 
be an experienced front end loader 
operator, have the ability to do 
strenuous outdoor physical labor 
in extreme weather conditions and 
be able to lift and/or move 20 lbs. 
to 75 lbs. In addition to the hourly 
rate, the County Employee benefit 
package includes:  vision, dental and 
health insurance coverage, paid time 
off, and a generous 401k retirement 
plan. Applications and a complete 
job description are available at the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge/
Landfill Office 305 3rd Street, PO 
Box 476, Saguache, CO  81149 – 
719-655-2554 or on the Saguache 
County website – saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Landfill 
Department tab.  Completed ap-

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com
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San Luis Valley San Luis Valley 
Area Real EstateArea Real Estate

810 Grand Ave, 
Del Norte

Prime business 
location, 3,000 

sq ft. BUSY 
CORNER LOT 

Text 134436 
to 25678 for 
more info- 

Can become 
any business! 
MLS#779889

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED PRICE REDUCED 
TO $545,000TO $545,000

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  
$950,000 home on 35 acres 

located on lot #2
$85,000 (6 acre lots)

$200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)

$950,000 (35 acres with home)

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

3023 Bear 
Creek Circle

Mountain 
cabin on 20 

acres bordering 
National Forest 
in gated Bear 
Creek. Fully 
furnished - 

paved driveway.  
4 bedrooms 

2.5 bathrooms.
MLS#803394

NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Hubbards Trail 
Gorgeous, bright, 

and spacious 5 
bedroom 3 bath 
home bordering 

National Forest in 
South Fork.  Nu-
merous exterior 
outbuildings and 

RV setups/shelters 
- all engineered 
for snow load. 
MLS#803458

NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

135 Aspen 
Drive West - 
South Fork
4 bed 2 bath 

log cabin 
with fenced 
yard and 2 

car garage in 
the heart of 
South Fork. 
VRBO OK. 

MLS#804126  NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

5299 County 
Road 12 S. 
Alamosa

160 acres cur-
rently planted 
in alfalfa with 
a center pivot, 
3 shares of the 

Common-
wealth Ditch, 
and use of the 
Carmel Drain. 
MLS#804160

NEWNEW

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Commercial Duplex 
used as a very profitable 
VRBO property AND 
a commercial excava-

tion business with ALL 
equipment for sale at the 
Forbes Park Gate, Fort 
Garland.  This is an im-

pressive setup!  $799,000 
for the Duplex and 

Property, or $1,240,000 
includes all excavation 

equipment and supplies. 
MLS#804495

NEWNEW

Steffens &
Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee - formerly known as Diane 
Chapman - is a 4th generation 

South Fork Native and 1994 grad-
uate of Del Norte High School.  

Licensed in 2011, Dee knows the 
area and knows local real estate.

3D Virtual Tours• Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photographer 
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

All Dee’s 
properties 

are 
detailed 

in her 
blog.

“STAND AGAINST SOCIALISM”
Less government, lower taxes
REGISTER ONLINE at www.sos.state.co.us 

or at your local County Clerk’s office 
Paid for by the Rio Grande County Republican Central Committee

REGISTER 
REPUBLICAN

Card#: ________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

Or drop by at 835 First Avenue

Words: ____________ Times: _____________ Price: ______________

Class: _____________ Start Date: ____________

Check One

Write your own 
Classified Ad

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday 5 p.m.
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$1950 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads: Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less • Any Item or 

Animal being given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: _______________ State: ____ Zip: ___________

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25

Valley Wide Classifieds
plications can be hand delivered or 
mailed to Saguache County Road 
and Bridge/Landfill Office – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until a qualified candidate is hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (7-26)

WANTED:  Saguache County Road 
and Bridge is hiring for Operator I 
positions….starting at $18.00/hour 
NO CDL REQUIRED! Or $19.68/
hour for those with a CDL License! 
REQUIREMENTS:  Applicants must 
have a current and valid Drivers 
License.  Applicants should have a 
high school diploma or GED and six 
months or more of relevant experi-
ence.  Prospective employees apply-
ing with Saguache County, please 
note that the chosen candidate will 
be required to submit and pass a 
pre-employment drug screening and 
criminal background check, prior 
to being hired. In addition to the 
increased hourly rate, the County 
Employee benefit package includes:  
vision, dental and health insurance 
coverage, paid time off, and a gener-
ous 401k retirement plan. Operator 
I is a full time position – applicants 
must be able to operate light and 
heavy equipment and perform man-
ual labor in the maintenance, repair 
and minor construction of roads, 
streets, bridges, signs, markings and 
related facilities.  Applicants must 
be physically capable of periods of 
sustained physical exertion and may 
be required to lift and move up to 75 
lbs. to 150 lbs. Applications are avail-
able at the Saguache County Road 

and Bridge Office 305 3rd Street, 
PO Box 476, Saguache, CO  81149 
– 719-655-2554 or on the Saguache 
County website – saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and 
Bridge Department tab.  Please fill 
out and submit the County Applica-
tion.  A complete job description is 
available at the Road and Bridge Of-
fice. Completed applications can be 
hand delivered or mailed to Sagua-
che County Road and Bridge – at the 
address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until qualified candidates are hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (8-2)

WANTED:  Saguache County Road 
and Bridge is looking to hire a 
Shop Foreman….Starting at $27.00/
hr SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  
Applicants must possess a current 
Class-A CDL license with heavy 

semi-truck endorsement and a cur-
rent medical certificate.  Applicants 
should have a high school diploma 
or GED equivalent, along with 
extensive knowledge of vehicles, 
equipment and mechanical main-
tenance procedures.  Prospective 
employees applying with Saguache 
County, please note that the chosen 
candidate will be required to submit 
and pass a pre-employment drug 
screening and criminal background 
check, prior to being hired. Shop 
Foreman is a full time salaried po-
sition – qualified candidates will be 
able to perform a variety of skilled 
and semi-skilled duties associated 
with the supervision of assigned 
road crew which include installing, 
repairing and maintaining Saguache 
County Road and Bridge’s property 
within the Right-Of-Way.  This po-
sition is expected to work during 
road emergencies so you should be 
available to work nights, weekends 
and holidays when needed. In addi-
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San Luis Valley San Luis Valley 
Area Real EstateArea Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home! 
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft. 
Home with attached garage on 9.04 
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek. 

This Home has several outdoor 
entertainment areas with wrap 
around decks too enjoy the 360 

views of the San Juan Mountains. 
The main level has an open floor 
plan with great room and grand 

fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large 

kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state 
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located 
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot 

cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk 
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs 
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and 

great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home 
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all 
your entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful 
furniture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home. 

Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal 
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear 
Creek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold 

medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public 
land. Start your Adventure! Don’t wait, Call, and schedule your showing 

today! $1,650,000  MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Must See Custom-Built 
5,350 sq. ft. Commercial 

Property in Fabulous South 
Fork, CO. Great Highway 
160 exposure!! This build-
ing is extremely well built. 
The building was built for 

retail with many amenities. 
The environment is warm and welcoming. The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor 
consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and several large 

open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. 
heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead 

door. Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low 
voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring running outside 
for lighting off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large 
open space, several large storage closets two additional offices, New ¾ 

custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built 
property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot 
water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design 
rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office – etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. 
There are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired 
for speakers though out the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired 

for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and 
propane hot water heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much 

POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no existing 
business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety 
of Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Profession-

als, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail 
etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and 

schedule your personal showing today! $975,000  MLS #794078
173 W Frontage Road • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a 
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the 

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The majestic South Fork River 
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishing is just a short walk from 

the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, dining and living 
area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log cathedral 

ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living 
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all 

your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink 
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include 

radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. 
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is 
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master 

bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub. 
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping 

area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large 
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow 

above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods 
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. 

Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960
37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Check out this small 
diverse farm. The home 

is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq 
foot, historic adobe that 
has been fully and beau-

tifully restored. Enjoy 
Colorado from the large 
(768 sq ft) open porch. 

This home sits on 126.06 
deeded acres of land 

situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil 
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production 

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by 
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a 
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has 
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new 

side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new 
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage 
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado 

just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos. 
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area 
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa, 

New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park 
is about 45 minutes north. $550,000  MLS #797313

12272 County Road R5 • San Luis

PRICE REDUCED

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This 
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home 
is your perfect retreat. Open 
Split floor plan with beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, 

large windows taking in the 
breath-taking outdoor sunlight 
and mountain views. Complete 

with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with 
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and 

butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and 
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads 
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private 
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master 

bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower 
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the 
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning 

cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious 
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers 
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio 
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world 

class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your 
private showing today! $1,150,000  MLS #798101

497 Timberline Drive • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. 
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log 

cabin with upgrades galore! 
Located in Log Haven. 

Tucked along the mountain 
side backing up to national 

forest with beautiful views of 
the surrounding cliffs. Open 
living room, dining, kitchen 
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep 

you cozy and warm all winter 
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops. 
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The 
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot 
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to 

the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional 

bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy 
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes 
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town 
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed 
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a 
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South 

Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million 
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy 
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike, 

camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text 
and schedule your showing today! $325,000  MLS #800364

31517 Us Highway 160 • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

You Found It! Home Sweet 
Home, Finely Crafted, 

Ranch Style 2,109 square 
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor 
plan home with detached 4 
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large 
master bedroom bath with 
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open 

kitchen, dining area with eat 
in counter, living area with 
cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burning 
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natural 

light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360 
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy 

your morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in 
Highland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own 

well and South Fork water and sanitation.  This home is situated on 
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much 

more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and 
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and 

indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your 
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments 
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access 

to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby 
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure - 
Won’t last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today! 

$489,900  MLS #801796
74 Highland Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?

If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

We work 

hard for 

you!

Call 

Bernadett
e 

today!

Steffens & Company Realty, inc
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

FROM
FOR SALE
TO SOLD!

Valley Wide Classifieds
tion to the salaried rate, the County 
Employee benefit package includes:  
vision, dental and health insurance 
coverage, paid time off, and a gener-
ous 401k retirement plan. Applica-
tions and a complete job description 
are available at the Saguache County 
Road and Bridge Office 305 3rd 
Street, PO Box 476, Saguache, CO  
81149 – 719-655-2554 or on the Sa-
guache County website – saguache-
county.colorado.gov under the Road 
and Bridge Department tab.  Please 
fill out and submit both applications:  
The Saguache County Applica-
tion and the Drivers-Application.  
Completed applications can be hand 
delivered or mailed to Saguache 
County Road and Bridge – at the 

address listed above, sent by email 
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open 
until a qualified candidate is hired. 
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (8-2)

10 Apartments
Apt For Rent: Center CO 719-657-
3221 $1100/month no Pets $500/
Dep, 2 BDRM, 1 Bath, Great view 
(7-26)

13 Mobile Homes 

for Rent
3-2 double wide on 3 acres in 
South Fork. nice place. (Horses al-

lowed). On well water. No smokers. 
must provide verifiable references 
of employment, income, previous 
rental history and pass a background 
check. $1075 a month 512 627 9787

16 Vacation
Vacation Cabin for rent by the 
night only. Full bath, queen bed, 
microwave & refrigerator.  469-446-
2499. (9-27)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
FARM FOR SALE in Waverly Area 
Sub-district #6, 1 ½ center pivots 
in grass and alfalfa, large hay shed, 
2 bedroom home, 3 steel grainers, 

numerous out buildings on 8 Mile 
Road. Ready to farm 2023 season. 
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acres parcels with good 
grass on County Line Road north 
of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and ready 
to build on.  Perfect location between 
Alamosa and Monte Vista. Call Bruce 
at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 
719-580-0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acre parcels on San Fran-
cisco Creek south of Del Norte. 
Very private, views, 3 miles from 
town, electric and phone. Call Bruce 
at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 
719-580-0770. (TFN)

40 Acres 5 miles west of Monte Vista 

on Lariat Road with power, phone 
and year around access on county 
road. $60,000. Call Bruce Steffens 
719-580-0770 at Steffens & Company 
Realty Inc. (TFN)

23 Lawn and 

Garden
Sprinkler repair. Done at reasonable 
rates. Quick Service. Call anytime, 
weekdays, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. TFN

28 Household 

Goods
Kenmore gas dryer $300. Antique 
lounge chair $100. Large metal shelf 
$50. Oak/glass coffee table $50. Sears 



Page 8 — SLV Lifestyles — Wednesday, July 26, 2023

The OptiMystics CAN & The Poor Boys Car 
Club are co-hosting our 3rd annual festival 
at Chapman Park in Monte Vista, CO, from 

10 a.m. to 8 p.m. We’ve rebranded the 
festival as SoCo Suds & Sounds because this 
year we’ve got LIVE MUSIC featuring Ruben 

Dominguez, Absolution & Ol’ Scratch!

The Poor Boy Car Club 
hosts their 12th annual 

show. Call Richard 
Garcia at (719) 580-

2673 for more info and/
or to register. On-site 

registration is from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. Show & Shine 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.. 

Gate entry fees, etc.

Awards will be 
presented from 4 p.m. 
until 5 p.m.
Pre-entry is only $25.
Gate entry is $35.
Additional car entry is $5.

The all-
local live 
musical 
roundup 
kicks off with 
Ruben Dominguez 
of The Sol Boys at 3 p.m., followed by ALMA Battle of the Bands’ winner Absolution 
at 4:15 p.m. Featured artists Ol’ Scratch take the stage at 6 p.m.

VENDORS!VENDORS!

ENTERTAINMENT!
ENTERTAINMENT!

Saturday, August 19, 2023Saturday, August 19, 2023
Chapman ParkChapman Park

Craftsman router $50. All in great 
shape 719-588-5679 (7-26)

31 Health
Free: Reiki energetic healing ses-
sions 719-842-2698

32 Fuel & Heating
For Sale: Iron Wood, Stove/Chim-
mey Pipe on top 8-inches wide Call 
719588-2442 (8-2)

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam 
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. 
$190 per cord. Delivery available. 
TFN

36 Miscellaneous
For Sale: Roof top Evaporative Air 
conditioner like New Condition 
$250.00. 719-852-2945 (8-16)

Cash for quality non-fiction books 
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145 
(TFN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500 
TFN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAINERS 
– Sales, Rentals & Modifications! 
Containers are water & rodent 
proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in length. Call 
for more information and pricing. 
Healdworks, Inc. – Your Total Stor-
age Solution! 719-850-0346 TFN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and 
Smaller,  We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-

ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E 
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. TFN

48 Pets and 

Supplies
Bird cage complete with stand, 
some accessories for $40 cash 
please. 719 480 2500, leave mes-
sage. (7-26)

65 Professional 

Services
Fire Mitigation: Weed And brush 
mowing to reduce fire danger. Call 
Darrell 715-699-3679 (8-16)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free 
Estimates 719-496-7630. (TFN)

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Ser-
vices: Window Washing, Concrete 
Cleaning,  Exterior Washing - 
FREE ESTIMATE: (719) 490-9047 
TFN

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 
rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 
TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at 
the best prices? Call THE BLIND 
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free 
estimate. (TFN)

Valley Wide Classifieds
Monte Vista Chamber holds 

ribbon cutting for Bucks Diesel

Photos by Marie Mccolm

Bucks Diesel Owner Brad Harmon cuts the ribbon during a ceremony 
on July 11 at his new shop in Monte Vista. The event was organized by the 
Monte Vista Chamber.

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista 

Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon 
cutting for Bucks Diesel on Tuesday, 
July 11. 

Chamber Manager Heather Hillin 
and Chamber Board President Linda 
Burnett helped stretch a red ribbon that 
Bucks Diesel Owner Brad Harmon cut 
with the scissors.

“Yes, thank you all for coming,” Har-
mon said. “This is something I have 
wanted to do for quite some time. I 
didn’t think it would happen in the Val-
ley, as it started off in the northeastern 
corner, but we are here. We are going to 
make a go.”

Harmon also received an official busi-
ness plaque from the MV Chamber of 
Commerce.  

About 40 people attended the cer-
emony. The shop also served lunch. 

Harmon spoke about his shop and his 
reasons for opening it.

“I opened this shop, knowing that 
there is a good demand down here for 
diesel work, not specifically for semis, 
or trucks, just diesel work in general,” 
Harmon said. “I did go to Rush Peterbilt 
and was trained there. I did some time 
in the oil fields and came back here. I 
did farm stuff for 5 or 6 years, and then 
started working on this. My whole goal 
is to help with not just trucks but all 
diesel work.”

Harmon said he can handle “anything 
and everything” diesel at the shop on 
1122 North Highway 285 in Monte 
Vista.

“It’s geared towards anything and 
everything diesel even ag equipment,” 
Harmon said. “I have heard guys say-
ing that they have to take road graters 
and some of their equipment clear over 

the mountain to get worked on. If that’s 
money saved on fuel for them, I can keep 
it in the Valley. That’s what I am hoping 
to do. I know that a lot of people are 
looking for help. I know the neighbors 
across the street have a hard time keep-
ing things rolling and need the extra 
help for all the farms in the Valley. This 
is not a competition for me. I am here 
to make money and help. Right now, I 
am a one-man show.”

Shop hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday.

“We will see how things go and maybe 
next year move on to half a day Satur-
days,” he said.

Bill Overton, who attended the cer-
emony, said he thought it was nice and 
was looking forward to the diesel shop.

“We have a few of these in the Valley, 
but it’s hard to find local, and it’s hard to 
find someone who can work on things 

right away,” Overton said. “I know there 
is always a wait period, but this is good 
for us right now. I live outside of Monte 
Vista, and I’ll be bringing some of my 
equipment here. Hope it goes good for 
Brad. He’s a nice guy and shopping local 
without traveling helps everyone.”

Bucks Diesel Owner Brad Harmon 
holds the plaque he received from the 
Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce.
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Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL

RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  for Lunch

5-9 p.m.  for Dinner

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“The beer selection is great.  Was 
so nice to sit back and enjoy a brew 

while waiting for the pizza.   And 
when the pizza came.  Wow.  Was it 
good.   Had the hellfire pizza and 

the flavors were fantastic.  Service 
was great.   The guys working were 
very welcoming and friendly.  Will 

come back again for sure!”
~ Seth F., Google reviews

Fresh Ingredients, 
BIG on TASTE!

Full or Part Time 

starting $15 hr. 

plus tips!

Join Our Join Our 
TeamTeam  !!

the valley’s aquifers. Water users in the 
region now face a 2031 deadline to repay 
the water debt, according to published 
reports.

“It’s just a bad situation all around, and 
we just can’t afford to lose more water. 
We need to police ourselves more than 
we have been,” said Tom McCracken, a 
Saguache County commissioner. 

Since the 1980s, some enterprising 
landowners — which some might call 
water barons — have come up with 
a few proposals to sell their water to 
Front Range counties in need. Locals 
are familiar with names like American 
Water Development Inc., Gary Boyce of 
Stockman’s Water, and Sean Tonner of 
Renewable Water Resources. 

The AWDI bought land in the San 
Luis Valley in the 1980s and unsuccess-
fully tried to export its water. It sold the 
land to Stockmans, whose efforts to 
export water were also stymied.

Valley residents quickly united against 
those efforts, McCracken said.

“Everyone’s against the water exports,” 
he said.

In 2002, The Nature Conservancy 
bought a portion of the company’s land, 
and it is now part of the Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge and Great Sand Dunes 
National Park. The remainder of Boyce’s 
land, Rancho Rosado, was sold to Ton-
ner, former deputy chief of staff for 
Colorado Gov. Bill Owens, who is an 
RWR principal. 

In 2021, RWR unsuccessfully pro-
posed selling its water to Douglas 
County, and this year, the company 
has contributed thousands of dollars to 
candidates for the Parker Water & Sani-
tation District Board, one of the largest 
water providers in Douglas County.

The proposal wasn’t viable from 
the get-go, said Cleave Simpson, gen-
eral manager of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District, a San Luis Valley 
resident and a state legislator.

“I listened to them for two years. 
I watched them attack my character 
even though I didn’t reciprocate,” he 
said. “Without batting an eye, (I) could 
demonstrate to the Douglas County 
commissioners, or anyone who wanted 
to listen, that the proposal was without 
merit and could not be done.”

How the agreement works
Enter the joint planning agreement. 
It’s not yet finalized, but the intent is 

clear: Residents want to increase local 
control over projects that would take 
water out of the valley. And since what 
happens in one county impacts others, 
the officials want an avenue for local 
governments to weigh in when water 
export projects are proposed to their 
neighbors. 

If approved as written currently, the 

intergovernmental agreement would 
create the San Luis Valley Planning 
Board, which would include represen-
tatives from counties and local towns 
and cities. 

These governments would also agree 
to create a joint planning area, which 
includes the six counties in the valley: 
Alamosa, Costilla, Conejo, Mineral, 
Saguache and Rio Grande. 

If a member of the agreement, say Sa-
guache County, gets a project proposal 
that aims to export water out of the val-
ley, that triggers a joint planning board 
review. The extra layer of review does 
not apply to projects that occur entirely 
within the valley.

The planning board’s job is to scru-
tinize whether the project meets all 
the appropriate permitting regulations, 
some of which are still being updated. 
After its analysis, the board will make a 
recommendation for approval or denial 
of the project and send it to the local 
government with permitting authority, 
like Saguache.

The local government makes the 
ultimate decision, but it must take the 
board’s recommendation into consid-
eration. This involves some tricky legal 
footwork because the board can’t step on 
a local government’s powers, but local 
officials wanted to give the board some 
teeth, said Heersink of Alamosa.

The idea is to make the approval pro-
cess even more cumbersome to stall or 
delay water export projects.

“We hope it presents a roadblock to 
an applicant that they’re like, ‘This is too 
much to overcome. We don’t even want 
to do it,’” Heersink said. “That’s a hope.”

The joint agreement becomes active 
as soon as all six counties in the valley 
sign on, but some counties are pointing 
out portions of the agreement that still 
need fine-tuning from legal teams.

County commissioners from Ala-
mosa and Saguache signed the joint 
agreement after holding public hear-
ings in early June. Conejos and Mineral 
counties plan to hold their public hear-
ings in late June.

The county commissioners in Costilla 
and Rio Grande counties held public 
hearings on June 6 and June 14, respec-
tively. Rio Grande commissioners decid-
ed to table their vote on the agreement 
after Dusty Hicks, a Rio Grande County 
landowner and local project manager 
for a controversial resort proposal on 
Wolf Creek Pass in Mineral County, 
pointed out a few provisions that either 
lacked clarity, specificity or could leave 
the planning board vulnerable to third-
party lawsuits. 

Costilla officials tabled their discus-
sion over concerns about how difficult it 
would be to leave the agreement. Under 

the current agreement, if a local govern-
ment decided to split, they’re bound by 
the terms of the agreement for five years 
after their withdrawal.

The finalization of the agreement 
could be delayed by a month or more 
while commissioners consider these 
local concerns. Once final, it could trig-
ger a moratorium on new water projects 
in some counties while local officials 
update related regulations. 

“This is a brand-new concept for 
counties to join together, form a joint 
planning area and a joint planning 
board,” McCracken said. “We gotta do 
everything we can do, so innovative 
strategies are appropriate.”

A new spin on water management
This level of regional collaboration 

is unique, said KC McFerson, a senior 
planner in the Community Develop-
ment Office at the Colorado Depart-
ment of Local Affairs.

Intergovernmental planning boards 
are not commonly used around the 
state, but governments do use them 
to set up joint review processes for de-
velopment proposals and to formalize 
coordination among jurisdictions.

As far as McFerson knows, Colorado 
does not have any active joint planning 
boards that deal with water issues at the 
scale of the San Luis Valley agreement, 
which could include up to 23 local 
governments.

“Water is an issue statewide. In dif-
ferent ways, but it is an issue. Thinking 
regionally and planning regionally … 
has been on the top of people’s minds 
more and more in my opinion,” McFer-
son said based on her work at the Com-
munity Development Office. “Finding 
more regional frameworks to deal with 
shared problems is a huge need given 
the growing pressures from things like 
drought.”

The San Luis Valley plan also relies 
on an act passed in the 1970s, House 
Bill 1041, commonly known as 1041s. 
The statutes allow local governments 
to designate areas and activities as mat-
ters of state interest and to create cor-
responding local rules and regulations 
to manage them.

Each county in the San Luis Valley is 
creating or updating its 1041 regulations 
as part of this process. For example, 
they’re adding provisions to say that site 
selection and construction of new water 
systems, or extending existing water 
systems, are matters of state interest.

Other counties have used the 1041 
statutes to co-regulate planning issues 
that go beyond one jurisdiction’s bor-
ders, often related to oil and gas regula-
tions, historical preservation efforts or 
natural hazards areas. Some counties 
have used the statutes on water-related 
issues, typically dealing with wastewater 
treatment, McFerson said.

“Using 1041 powers isn’t new. Using 
IGAs isn’t new. Doing regional thinking 
isn’t new. But putting all that together 
to face this emerging and growing is-
sue around how do we effectively meet 
needs with this limited and increasingly 
strained resource? That is a new spin,” 
she said. “I’m going to be watching this 
on the edge of my seat. Because I want 
to know, what are the lessons learned? 
What pitfalls do they run into? How do 
they overcome them?”

An additional layer of regional con-
trol will help the San Luis Valley with 
its water export pressure, but it’s not an 
end-all solution.

In Saguache County, McCracken has 
been advocating for other ideas, like 
investing in research into alternative 
crops, soil health programs that could 
help improve the water-retention of 
the soils, and even agro-tourism and 
dark-sky tourism along Highway 17. 
There, drivers see signs for the “cosmic 
highway” and “UFO, UFO, UFO” flash 
by as they drive north or south across 
the valley.

Securing the San Luis Valley’s future is 
a joint effort and this intergovernmental 
planning board has reinvigorated that 
collaboration, he said.

“I think we can carry that unity onto 
other activities and areas of concern for 
the valley,” McCracken said. “I think it’s 
a real positive thing that way.”

DROUGHT Continued from Page 1
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

$22

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 
today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarie
BoutiqueThe CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops

Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Electrical Plumbing
Heating and Air Conditioning

Slide Motors • Winterizing
Custom RV Skirting

Tankless Water Heaters
Everything from A-Z

AFFORDABLE MOBILE RV REPAIRS
Jason | RV Repair Specialist

affordablervrepairs.com

(719) 936-0592

10% OFF
with this ad5+ Years of Experience

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

Fast, Affordable • Store Front 
WWW.SMARTPHONETABLETREPAIR.COM

(719)937-2646
2101 Main St. Unit A, Alamosa 

For Sale — Fresh Tomato’sFor Sale — Fresh Tomato’s
1942 East Cty. Rd. 11 South • Monte Vista

719-851-0926

Place your orders now $4 per lb.

 Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

Famous big 
band sound 

coming to SLV
ALMA bringing Glenn Miller 

Orchestra to ASU Oct. 10

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — Have you ever wanted 

to experience firsthand the magic and 
majesty of a universally beloved big 
band? Now’s the chance for you and 
your family and friends to experience 
it live in Alamosa, when the Alamosa 
Live Music Association hosts the world-
famous Glenn Miller Orchestra on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, at Richardson Hall at 
Adams State University.

The rare opportunity for a full eve-
ning of big band music starts when the 
doors open at 6 p.m. The music will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. when the show opens 
with local favorites the SLV Big Band. 
General admission is $25, with ALMA 
members and ASU AS&F having the 
opportunity to purchase tickets for a 
discounted price of $15. Tickets are on 
sale and can be purchased at https://
buytickets.at/alamosalivemusicasso-
ciation/948581. Call 719-937-1255, for 
more information.

The history of the Glenn Miller Or-
chestra goes back almost 100 years and 
took many different forms over the de-
cades. The legendary Glenn Miller was 
one of the most successful of all dance 
bandleaders back in the Swing Era of the 
1930s and 40s. But the first Glenn Miller 
Orchestra did not make it at all — it was 
a total and absolute economic failure.

But Miller knew what he wanted, held 
on to that dedication, and relentlessly 
worked to succeed. He launched his 
second band — the one that lives on 
today — in March of 1938. This Glenn 
Miller Orchestra has been a “hit” ever 
since. A matchless string of hit records, 
the constant impact of radio broadcasts 
and the drawing power at theaters, 
hotels and dance pavilions built and 
sustained the momentum of popularity.

Miller disbanded his musical organiza-
tion in 1942 at the height of its popularity 
to volunteer for the Army. There, he or-
ganized and led the famous Glenn Miller 
Army Air Force Band. It went to Europe 
to entertain servicemen performing 
numerous live and radio shows.

On Dec. 15, 1944, Maj. Miller took off 
in a single engine plane from Europe to 
precede his band to France, disappear-
ing over the English Channel, never to 
be seen again. The Army declared him 
officially dead a year later. With the 
release of the major motion movie “The 
Glenn Miller Story” featuring Jimmy 
Stewart and June Allyson in 1954, inter-
est and popular demand led the Miller 
Estate to authorize the formation of the 
present Glenn Miller Orchestra.

Today, the 18-member ensemble 
continues to play many of the original 
Miller arrangements, both from the 
civilian band and the AAFB libraries. 
Additionally, it also plays some more 
modern selections arranged and per-
formed in the Miller style and sound. 
Just as it was in Miller’s day, the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra today is still the most 
sought-after big band in the world.

Courtesy photo

Alamosa Live Music Association 
brings the world-famous Glenn 
Miller Orchestra to Adams State 
University on Tuesday, Oct. 10.
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Rattlers Mountain Bike Team recruiting student riders
SAN LUIS VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley Rattlers Mountain Bik-
ing Team is gearing up to start the 
2023 mountain bike race season. 
Practices started on July 18.

“Student athletes can join a 
hardworking, dynamic, and fun 
team that can help you reach your 
potential,” organizers stated.

Team members learn mountain 
bike riding skills along with lessons 
in fitness, self-discipline, teamwork 

and sportsmanship.
As participants in the Colorado 

High School Cycling League, rid-
ers will train, race, form friend-
ships, and learn skills that will last 
a lifetime. Non-competitive riders 
will also learn basic and advanced 
skills in a safe and fun outdoor 
environment.

Scholarships and a limited num-
ber of team bikes and helmets are 

available for use throughout the 
season. 

 Visit www.slvrattlers.com, for 
more details.

CConouronour Managed byManaged by
Upper Rio Grande Upper Rio Grande 

Animal SocietyAnimal Society
If you are interested in adopting, If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment onlyMonday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.orgwww.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

Found 
together 
on 7/20 
walking 
along 

Conejos 
Canyon. 
2 other 

dogs were 
with them 
but were 
unable to 
be caught

Found on 7/15 at 56039 County Road 
B on the outskirts of Center

Found 
on 7/18 

on the 
corner 

of Hen-
derson 

and 
New-

comb in 
Monte 

Vista

Found on 7/18 at the 100 Block of 
Chico Camino in Monte Vista

Found 
on 7/20 
at 890 
County 
Road 70 
on the 
outskirts 
of Del 
Norte
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The Monte Vista Mini Cheerleaders received grant money from the LOR Foundation that helped the team pur-
chase uniforms and attend camp.

Mini Cheerleaders have grown from 5 to 26 girls
Squad is excited to 
be a part of Ski-Hi 

Stampede

By MARIE MCCOlM
MONTE VISTA — Monte Vista 

Mini Cheerleaders Coach Jessica 
Ornelas is excited about the growth 
of the program.

“We are excited and can’t believe 
how the squad has grown,” Ornelas 
said. “We went from having five girls 
last year to having 26 girls this year. 
These girls are having fun and ready 
to cheer. We have a lot of fun planned 
for them and can’t wait to see how 
everything goes this year.” 

The mini cheerleading team was 
started last year, in collaboration with 
the City of Monte Vista, as an effort to 
incorporate the schools and directly 
help families in the community by 
providing an avenue with potential 
growth to build a middle school 
cheerleading team and help future 
high school cheerleaders as well. 

Kharesa Rivera, Genny Emmons 
and Ornelas are the head coaches for 
the squad. They started out with two 
cheer coaches but expanded to three 
with the addition of 21 girls.

“As our cheerleading squad grew, 
we grew as well. We are excited to be a 
part of Stampede again this year, and 
be in the parade,” said Ornelas. “Last 
year there were only five girls. We 
got together and were able to make 
a float. We made a pirate ship out of 
cardboard and newspapers. We had 
canons, we made a pirate ship with 
water, we made a sail out of a tire 
ring and a laundry basket. We had 
a pirate flag with swords on it. We 

worked late nights for two weeks on 
this, at my grandma’s house actually. 
We had an assembly line done and 
we made outfits for the girls with 
our circuit machine as well. Last year 
we had limited resources but with 
fundraising we were able to make 
everything work. This year’s parade 
theme is ‘Grow Something Greater,’ 
we are looking forward to having our 
girls dress like flowers for the parade 
and with the expansion of our team 
we have certainly grown something 
greater, that we are really proud of.”

Ornelas said that last year the girls 
participated in a high school cheer-
leading camp, where they received a 
discounted rate of $15 per girl. The 
girls said they loved the camp and 
will be participating again but will be 
paying the regular rate of $50 per girl 
thanks to a grant the team received. 

Rivera said the girls are looking 
forward to the camp and the parade 
this year. With the group’s expansion, 
the coaches spoke to Ivette Atencio of 
the LOR Foundation and obtained 
grant money to help them purchase 
uniforms. The grant money would 
also help fund other things for the 
girls, including the camp.

“We are very happy that we were 
able to obtain this grant for the kids,” 
Rivera said. “We are waiting for the 
uniforms that we ordered and hoping 
they come in before the Stampede 
Parade, if they don’t, we do have a 
backup plan. We put in blood, sweat, 
and tears with the girls and don’t mind 
doing it at all. They are picking up 
the cheer routines so well, and we are 
excited to have the girls show every-
one. The main thing is we want them 
to enjoy themselves. We enjoy this, 
we are thinking because there are so 

many kids involved that we may just 
split the girls up when we take them 
to cheer. Since the middle school has 
no cheerleaders, we want to try to take 
them to those games. We also have the 
girls scheduled to do their first per-
formance at the upcoming car show 
in August. We are looking forward to 
making our community smile with 
our squad and cannot wait to see what 
else we do this year.” 

Emmons said squad feels more like 

family than just a squad.
“Our kids are in the mini cheerlead-

ing team as well. This team is more 
than just a cheerleading team, we are 
like family too,” Emmons said. “We are 
all former cheerleaders and it’s nice to 
share that special bond with our daugh-
ters. We do things outside of the cheer 
team too, it really is like having another 
family. I moved here a year ago, and 
being a part of this really makes me feel 
like I belong somewhere. I am hoping 

that our squad feels the same way. The 
relationship that these girls build here 
will really carry on through the rest of 
their school days. We want to make 
this as positive for the kids as possible. 
We also want to make our community 
smile too. We are so excited about our 
upcoming events. It’s great to be a part 
of this amazing team.”

For more information on the 
squad, contact Ornelas through her 
Facebook page.
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1403 TREMONT AVE.

ALAMOSA, CO 81101

PHONE  719-587-0338   

FAX   719-587-0471

 16555 State Hwy. 136

LA JARA, CO 81140

PHONE  719-937-4320  

FAX   719-274-5766

OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVING THE SAN LUIS VALLEY

Free Estimates • Special OrdersFree Estimates • Special Orders
We Deliver • Job Site Forklift DeliveryWe Deliver • Job Site Forklift Delivery

lajaratradingpost.com

Check Our Alfalfa Prices before you buy

Round Up Ready Alfalfa Available

alamosabuildingsupply.com

Your Hometown Lumber Yard and Hardware Stores

L Hunting & Fishing Licenses
L Tackle & Supplies  L Propane Fill Station

La Jara Only
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Front left to right: Helen Smith, Nick Malone, Charlie Burd, Greg Metz, Rock Southway, Kelsey 
Kimberling, CE Glunz; Middle: Mark Deacon, Derek Cooper, Eric Kimberling, Ryan Rumley, 
David Cooper, Karla Willschau; and Back: Jason Tillman, Keith Rogers, John Willschau, and 
Brandon Rogers.

Ski-Hi Stampde 
Committee
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Serving the San Luis Valley for over 45 years.

12233 Rd. 5 S. • Alamosa
alconconstruction.com

719-589-4084

Wishing all of 
the Contestants 
the Best of Luck!

Specializing in:

• General Contractor

• Pre-Construction Services

• Design / Build Project 

Delivery

• Crane Service

• Construction 

Management

• All Types Concrete Work

• Overhead Garage Doors

• Metal Building Sales

• Metal Building Erection

For All of Your Construction Needs

We are so excited to celebrate our 101st an-
niversary this year! On Thursday, July 27, the 
Monte Vista Rotary Club will be doing dinner 
serving roast beef, baked potatoes, and beans, 
with cookies and a drink.

After the supper, we are pleased to announce 
another spectacular concert featuring Carly 
Pearce with special guest Frank Ray.

Immediately after the concert, make sure 
to stay and watch the fireworks, and then join 
us for the first dance of the weekend featuring 
Justin Kemp. On Friday, July 28, the first rodeo 
of the event will kick off at 7 p.m. with world-
class stock contractor Stace Smith and rodeo 
announcer Boyd Polhamus. Friday night is 
family night at the rodeo.

Rodeos will also take place on Saturday the 
29th at 7 p.m., and Sunday the 30th at 2 p.m.

Saturday’s Rodeo theme is “Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink” — so make sure to wear your pink 
that day. There will be parades on Friday, July

28, and Saturday, July 29, at 10 a.m. This year’s 
parade theme is “Grow Something Greater.”

Don’t forget to take your family to Wright’s 
Amusement Carnival as they exceed our ex-
pectations every year.

We hope you don’t miss this opportunity to 
get out and spend time with friends and family 

Welcome to the 101st 
Ski-Hi Stampede 
Rodeo Program

and enjoy what the San Luis Valley community 
has to offer.

For more information, check out our website 
at www.skihistampede.com, like us on Face-
book and Instagram, or add us on Snapchat!

Have a great time at the 101st Anniversary 
of the Ski-Hi Stampede!

Greg Metz
Stampede Committee President

MONTE VISTA — San Luis 
Valley Ski-Hi Stampede, Inc. and 
Adams State University Founda-
tion both know the importance of 
being involved in local communi-
ties and supporting local youth. 

The San Luis Valley Ski-Hi 
Stampede and Adams State Uni-
versity Foundation have teamed 
up to provide three $3,500 schol-
arships to any male or female 
San Luis Valley resident. The 
scholarships will be awarded to 
qualifying applicants during the 
2023 Stampede rodeo. Qualifica-
tions include in the year of schol-
arship application, the applicant 
must have or will be participating 
either in the San Luis Valley Ski-
Hi Stampede Rodeo, San Luis 
Valley High School Rodeo, San 
Luis Valley Little Britches Rodeo, 
or the San Luis Valley Fair as a 
4-H or FFA participant; or be a 
stockholder or child of a San Luis 
Valley Ski-Hi Stampede share-
holder or be a volunteer during 
the Stampede.

Courtesy photo

During the 2022 Stampede, rodeo scholarships were 
awarded to Burke Temple, Kyla Davis, and Trista Simmons. 
Applications are available at www.skihistampede.com. 

Pictured, left to right, Burke Temple, Kyla Davis, 
Adams State University President David Tandberg, 
and his wife, Darin Tandberg. Not pictured, recipient 
Trista Simmons.

Stampede, ASU partner 
on annual scholarships
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Farm Credit Services 

Valley Publishing 

Valley Lumber 

Ecodynamics, Inc. 

First Southwest Bank

Stone’s Farm Supply 

SLV REC 

Monte Vista Livestock 
Auction

SLV Earth Movers, Inc. 

Aarons 

Brown’s Septic 

LMNOC 

Lenco West 

ASU Foundation 

4 Rivers Equipment 

U.S. Tractor & Harvest 

Cinch 

Wilbur Ellis 

Wall, Smith, Bateman, Inc. 

Rogers Family Mortuary 

Farm Fresh Direct, LLC 

Cooley and Sons 

Colorado Potato 
Association Committee

Porter Realty

Alamosa State Bank 

Southway Construction 

SLV Health 

ITC 

KSPK 

WCB 

Asphalt Constructors Inc. 

C-Squared Electric 

State Farm 

Quarter Moon Hay Co.

Advantage Hay Products

Olsen Law Firm

Mountain View Restaurant

NAPA 

KYDN / KSLV 

La Jara Lumber 

MV Potato Growers 

Sunflower Bank 
Valley-Wide Health 

Systems

Emerald Ranch 

Mark’s Outdoor Sports 

Safeway

RPE 

Monte Vista Machine Tool 

Jones Oil 

Cooper Drilling 

Colton’s Heroes 

Colorado’s Kindest 

Circle D Farms 

HOTR 

Top Value 

Colorado Sports 

Wenta-Nip and Sanitizing 

Spare Keg 

Pepper Equipment 

Sorum Tractor 

C&L Container 

Del Norte Bank 

Alamosa Building Supply 

CIA Leavitt Insurance 

Weavers Level Best Septic 
Excavation, Inc.

Sandhill Inn & Suites 

Metz Potato 

Community Banks

Sweet Optics by Vision Now

Rio Grande Seed & Grain

Poole Chemical 

Big R Stores 

823 Designs

Idaho Pacific
LOR Foundation

Juice Plus

Knee Knockers Bar & Grill

Community Committed,
Agriculturally Driven!

Southwest

Liquor
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719-754-2681 • 55 Torres St. • Center

JVSmith
 C O M P A N I E S

K&J
THRIFTWAY
(719)754-1937 

345 S. Worth St.
Center

Rainbow’s End of Monte Vista
154 Adams Street • 852- 3930 

Your Community Thrift 
Store! All profits benefit 

local charities! 
www.lapuente.net

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SOUTHERN COLORADO
COMPUTER SERVICES

PC Computer Sales, Service & Repair
Security and Virus Eradication & Protection

Computer Parts, Peripherals, Printers, Ink/Tonor Cartridges
Office Supplies, Copy, Scan & Fax Services

Serving the San Luis Valley Since 1985

157 Adams Street, Monte Vista, CO 81144
TesL (719) 852-3512 / Fax: (719) 852-0549

jimbr@sccsonline.com /  raina@sccsonline.com

Store Hours
M - F: 1:30 - 6:30 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Other Times Available by Appointment

MONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista Food 
Bank is once again partnering with Ski-Hi 
Stampede and Wright’s Amusements for the 
annual food drive.

Come down to the carnival on Wednesday, 

July 26, for opening night. Those who bring 
two canned food items can purchase an 
all-day carnival pass for $25.

They will be set up toward the east end of 

the carnival. Look for a horse trailer with the 
banner.

This offer will only be available Wednesday, 
July 26.

Please make sure any food you bring is un-
opened and unexpired.

Thank you for supporting the Monte Vista 
Emergency Food Bank and have a safe and 
fun Stampede.

MONTE VISTA — The oldest rodeo in 
Colorado will be welcoming a familiar voice 
to announce the goings-on in the arena, 
this year. Boyd Polhamus will be heading 
up the announcing duties for 101st Ski-Hi 
Stampede.

Polhamus was the announcer of the 
Ski-Stampede around the turn of the century.

It’s been a wild 37 years. The first time 
Polhamus was “paid” to announce a rodeo 
was in 1985 at 19 years of age. It was his 
hometown college rodeo in Uvalde, Texas. 
No one could have predicted the next three-
and-a-half decades.

He would receive his Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association (PRCA) membership 
the following summer in 1986. By 1990, at 
the age of 25 he was selected to work his first 
National Finals Rodeo (NFR).

In the next 30 years, he would be on the 
announcer podium at the NFR 26 times. Plus, 
he served a year as Production Manager of 
the NFR, and a year as General Manager of 
Production of the same event.

“Very Blessed,” said Polhamus when asked 
to describe his career. He points to his 28 
years at the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo and his 27 years at the Snake River 
Stampede in Nampa, Idaho. He also points 
to his 23 years at the National Western in 
Denver and the Dodge City Round Up in 
Kansas; and his 22 years in San Angelo, Texas.

Those are rodeos he’s worked for over 
two-decades, but Polhamus points out that 
almost all of the rest of his schedule includes 
rodeos he’s been announcing for at least 10 
years or more. “Yes, being hired back is the 
greatest compliment you can be paid, just 
hopeful each rodeo I announce is a better 
rodeo than the year before.” said Polhamus. “I 
try to help them getter better as a production 

and a business enterprise,” he continued. “I 
don’t want to only be paid a fee for my service 
as an announcer, I want to help the venue in 
any way I can.”

The rodeo industry has noticed. He’s a 
three-time Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association Announcer of the Year. He’s been 
the PRCA’s Announcer of the Year four times, 
and received the Lane Frost Memorial Award 
for his dedication to the sport.

It’s a time-consuming occupation with 
plenty of travel and time away from home. 
Polhamus was asked at age 55, how much 
longer he would pursue his career? Polhamus 
said, “As long as God wants me to, I’m here 
because of Him, not because of me.”

Boyd Polhamus

Polhamus announcing 
Ski-Hi Stampede

MONTE VISTA — If the bulls look mean-
er, the horses rougher and the calves and 
steers more agile, thank perennial Stampede 
favorite stock contractor Stace Smith. 

Stace Smith produces more PRCA rodeos 
than any other PRCA stock contractor. In 
addition to PRCA rodeos, Smith Pro Rode-
os produces PBR and Bronc Match events 
throughout the year. It is in large part to 
his experience that Stace Smith has been 
named PRCA Stock Contractor of the Year 
in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014. This consecutive 
11-year accomplishment has never been 
achieved in PRCA history. 

Stace has worked at every level of rodeo, 
beginning as a contestant, then spending 
time as chute boss, and pickup man. Smith 
was chosen as pickup man for the Texas 
Circuit finals in both 2005 and 2007 and 
continues to pick up at several events. 

In 2009, Stace Smith became a shareholder 
in Mesquite Championship Rodeo, and in 
2014, Smith Pro Rodeos has served as the 

committee or partners with the committee 
at 26 of the 39 events produced. This one-
of-a-kind experience gives them an inside 
edge on what it takes to help the committees 
achieve one of the ultimate goals of spectator 
sports, putting spectators in seats. In 2014, 
Smith Pro Rodeos had seven PRCA rodeos 
nominated in the four “Rodeo of the Year” 
categories. Smith Pro Rodeos produces 
rodeos across nine different states from 
Mississippi through Texas, Colorado, North 
Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. 

Each performance is carefully planned, 
from building equal, exciting pens of live-
stock, to planning the order they will be 
presented according to the stock and rider’s 
attributes. All timed event livestock come 
directly from the Smith ranch, so there are no 
mismatched pens or delivery issues. Because 
of these efforts, turnouts are at a minimum, 
so each rodeo is a balanced representation 
of the sport. 

For more information, go online to www.
smithprorodeos.com.

Contractor Smith Pro Rodeos 
provides quality stock

Bring canned food to 
carnival on Wednesday
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Welcome to beautiful 
Monte Vista!

Home of
Ski-Hi Stampede

We thank all who 
contribute to this 
family fun event.

The Mustang Man
MONTE VISTA — The Mustang Man is headed 

to Monte Vista.
For this year’s Ski-Hi Stampede, Bobby Kerr, 

renowned horse and dog trainer, will perform 
as specialty act during each performance of the 
Stampede thanks to sponsor San Luis Valley 
Federal Bank.

The Hico, Texas cowboy will bring his mounts: 
Poncho, Trigger, Newt and JT, wild mustangs he 
has trained.

The horses do a variety of things: work as liberty 
horses (with no bridle or reins), responding to 
physical and verbal cues from Kerr, spin, make 
lead changes, and lay down as he shoots a gun 
over them.

Cow dogs are part of the act, too. At Kerr’s whis-
tle commands, a dog jumps onto a horse with Kerr, 
while the mustang demonstrates its athleticism and 
ability to handle cattle. The dog works as the cow, 
while the mustang does the “cutting” — separating 
one dog from the other dog. Then a third horse 
comes into the arena, working at liberty -with voice 
commands only -from Kerr.

The grand finale of each show is when his main 
horse, Poncho, jumps into the seat of Kerr’s 1936 
Chevrolet (the Good N Broke limo, he calls it) as 
Kerr gets in the driver’s seat and drives out of the 
arena.

It’s a testament to the bond between man and 
animal, and what can be accomplished with the 
American mustang.

Kerr has bonded with the mustangs and they 
trust him. He spends hundreds of hours with them, 
teaching them, loving on them, and showing them 
he is trustworthy.

His superb talent with horse training was 
evident when he won the Ft. Worth Stock Show 
and Rodeo’s Mustang Magic Celebrity Freestyle 
competition in February, in which competitors 
were required to put on a six-minute show, using 
at least one mustang. He won the event, pocketing 
$25,000 for the win.

Kerr got his start with mustangs more than 10 
years ago, when he participated in the Mustang 
Makeover, finishing in the top five both years 

he took part in it (2011-2012) and competing 
in the Mustang Million in 2013, a mini-series 
on NatGeo Wild. He finished second on one 
mustang in the million-dollar contest and third 
on another one.

He’s won recognition in the PRCA, too, being se-
lected as the PRCA Dress Act of the Year four times 
(2017, 2019, 2021-2022) and being selected to work 
the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo in 2016.

People love the mustangs and the dogs, and 
Kerr loves to show the public the adaptability and 
intelligence of the mustangs. He appreciates what 
the horses have taught him.

“They’ve changed my whole outlook on training 

horses,” he said. “I get along with them, buddy up 
to them, and get their talent to shine.”

Before he was a mustang trainer, Kerr trained 
cutting horses. He’s also a metalworks artist and 
has designed custom motorcycles.

Kerr and his wife Susan travel across the U.S. 
with their animals and have performed at rodeos 
across the country: from Helena, Montana to San 
Antonio.

This year’s Ski-Hi Stampede is July 27-30. Per-
formances begin at 7 p.m. on July 28 and 29 and 
2 p.m. on July 30.

Tickets are on sale online at www.skihistampede.
com and at the gate.

Courtesy photosCourtesy photos

Thursday, July 27
Wright’s Amusement Carnival
5:30-7 p.m.: Rotary Chuck Wagon 

Dinner at Ski-Hi Park
7:30 p.m.: Concert (gates open at 

6:30 p.m.): Carly Pearce and Frank 
Ray

9 p.m.-1 a.m.: (begins after the con-
cert) Dance: Justin Kemp Band

Friday, July 28
Family Day at the Rodeo
Wright’s Amusement Carnival
10 a.m.: Parade
1 p.m.: Local Rodeo, amateur events 

and professional slack 
7 p.m.: PRCA Rodeo 
9 p.m.-1 a.m.: Dance: Justin Kemp 

Band.

Saturday, July 29
Tough Enough to Wear Pink
Wright’s Amusement Carnival 
10 a.m.: Parade 
7 p.m.: PRCA Rodeo 
9 p.m.-1 a.m.: Dance: Justin Kemp 

Band.

Sunday, July 30
Wright’s Amusement Carnival
10 a.m.: Christian Cowboys’ Service 

at Ski-Hi Park
2 p.m.: PRCA Rodeo 
Saddle Awards
For more information, visit www.ski-

histampede.com

Tentative 
schedule 
of events
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POWERED BY

719-274-45207727 US Hwy 160 • 589-2822 • Alamosa

Stone’s Farm 
Supply, Inc.
On the corner of 3rd & Torres

719-754-3453

For your input needs
• Fertilizer
• Chemicals
• Custom Application
• Equipment

We have provided Variable rate Fertilizer 
application since 1997. Come in and 
find out how our service can meet your 
needs. We are open as often as you need 
us. Stop by the coffee is always on.

Commercial 
Application 

Available

Welcome to Stampede!Welcome to Stampede!

SAN LUIS VALLEY — For 100 years, the 
Ski-Hi Stampede has entertained crowds from 
all over the country and provided one of the 
best pro-rodeo events in the state. Not only 
has the Ski-Hi Stampede brought joy to the 
Valley, guests to the area and fun for all who 
attend, they have also provided donations to 
a local cause and have helped save the lives of 
many through their generosity. 

The Stephanie L. Miner Women’s Imaging 
Center at San Luis Valley Health in Alamosa 
was created when Miner, a local teacher, was 
diagnosed with breast cancer after her fourth 
child was born. When Miner lost her fight with 
cancer, her family approached SLV Health 
with the idea and starting funds for a center 
where women could go for early detection, 
prevention and all the state-of-the-art equip-
ment needed to fight the disease. 

It was in 2006 that the members of Ski-Hi 
Stampede board of directors approached 
the hospital and asked if they could help by 
becoming a part of a nation-wide program 
known as “Tough Enough to Wear Pink.” The 
Saturday, July 23, program is an initiative 
supported by Wrangler and has participants 
from around the country. 

“The Ski-Hi Stampede Committee’s com-
mitment to the TETWP campaign has raised 
more than $100,00 to directly benefit the 
Stephanie L. Miner Women’s Imaging Center,” 
stated Kelly Gurule, SLV Health Foundation 
director. 

The Stampede committee, in conjunction 
with the San Luis Valley Health Foundation, is 
encouraging everyone to participate. All staff 
and volunteers for the event will be wearing 
pink throughout the festivities. “We know 
everyone is proud to be ‘Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink,’” said Gurule. 

Tough Enough to Wear Pink was created 
by project founder Terry Wheatley in 2004. 
Wrangler presented the pink western shirts 
during the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 
that same year and has continued as the head 

Courtesy photo

SLV Health Foundation picture for the Tough Enough to Wear Pink and making the pillar for $100,000 of donations — pictured are Brandon 
Rogers, Rocky Southway, Charlie Burd, CE Glunz, Cliff Edwards, Greg Metz, Amy McKinley, Bob Carlucci, Rosalee Martinez, Jason Tilman, 
Kelly Gurule, Keith Rogers, Sheila Hicks, Derek Cooper, Roxanne Sittler, Duane Bussey, Karla Willschau, Kelsey Kimberling, Helen Smith, 
Nick Malone, Eric Kimberling, Mark Deacon.  Missing David Cooper and John Willschau.

Still tough enough to wear pink on Saturday

sponsor for events nationwide. The program 
has raised cancer awareness as well as raised 
funds for research, equipment and to help 
families with financial assistance. The amount 
of money raised has been staggering in the 18 
years since the program’s inception. 

Wrangler donates all funds raised that come 
through their program to the national Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation that has been 
dubbed one of the best charitable programs 
in the nation. According to the website, “The 
Breast Cancer Research Foundation® (BCRF) 
was founded in 1993 by Evelyn H. Lauder as 
an independent, not-for-profit organization 

dedicated to funding innovative clinical and 
translational research. In 2010, BCRF awarded 
$33 million to 172 scientists across the United 
States, Canada, Latin America, Europe, the 
Middle East, and Australia. Currently, more 
than 90 cents of every dollar donated is di-
rected to breast cancer research and awareness 
programs.” 

Gurule was pleased to talk about the things 
the donations have done for the center to date. 
Funds from previous years have been used to 
purchase equipment and maintain the center 
so the services provided there can be available 
to those that need them. 

“There is one thing that people really need 
to understand,” said Gurule. “The money that 
is raised here stays here in the Valley to help 
local residents and provide local services.” 

The women’s imaging center in Alamosa 
directly benefits from the funds raised during 
Ski-Hi Stampede, so keeping the money local 
is of the utmost importance. Breast cancer 
awareness, prevention and early detection is 
paramount in the fight against this disease. 

Through these efforts, women from all 
over the world have the tools and support 
necessary to overcome the disease and find 
new hope in life.
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1919 Kitty Halferty
1928 Esther Godfrey
1933 Agnes Aust
1934 Dorothy Dorris
1935 Mickey Gross
1936 Vivian Goff
1937 Marian Fennell
1938 Betty Trueblood
1939 Bonnie Hocker
1940 Louise Johnston
1941 Dorothy Haigler
1942 Catherine Lague
1943-45 (no queen)
1946 Elinor Linger
1947 Virginia Whitten
1948 Lucille Ryan
1949 Donna Glee McOllough
1950 Marianne Finley
1951 Betty Jane Johnson
1952 Loretta Wiescamp
1953 Charlene Wright
1954 Ella Mae Noffsinger
1955 Beverly Mann
1956 Sue Schroeder
1957 Gretchen Shellabarger

1958 Kathleen Grimwood
1959 Sylvia Claunch
1960 Diane Selters
1961 Ann Ulstrom
1962 Barbie Roberson
1963 Janice Haws
1964 Donna Selters
1965 Jody Phillips
1966 Loretta Morgan
1967 Clarine Claunch
1968 Nancy Rhodus 
1969 Marcia Wright
1970 Cheryl Wright
1971 Cindy Kane
1972 Rita Curtis
1973 Debbie Beiriger
1974 Jackie Pavlovsky
1975 Renee Smith
1976 Cindy Wallace
1977 Tammy Wiescamp
1978 Anita Hunter
1979 Carol Carter
1980 Laura Wiescamp
1981 Taina Andre
1982 Darius DeHerrera

1983 Sandy Hodgell
1984 Betty Claunch
1985 Brenda Rippe
1986 Frances Slane
1987 Janell Booth
1988 Verla Rutgers
1989 Christy Wintz
1990 Isabel Jaramillo
1991 Robin Stagner
1992 Esther Sanchez
1993 Michelle Claunch
1994 Misty Brook Stagner
1995 (no queen)
1996 Tammy Aldridge
1997 Jennifer Edwards
1998 Marcia Berggren
1999 Holly Binnian
2000 Jeanie Andreatta
2001 Corin Crowther
2002 Jaclyn Gabbel
2003 Kristen Prator
2004 Johanna Steffens

— List provided by 
Gretchen Haller

Courtesy photo

Past Miss Ski-Hi Stampede Queens and Royalty pose for a photo during the parade.

Miss Ski-Hi Stampede Queens
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Monte Vista • 1500 N. Farm Rd.
South Fork • US Hwy 160 & Embargo Creek Rd.

Alamosa • 726 La Due Ave.
(719) 852-3732

• Ready Mixed Concrete   • Sand & Gravel Products

• Concrete Placement   • Concrete/Backfill Placing

Good LuckGood Luck
at the Rodeo!at the Rodeo!

MathiasMathias
Concrete, Inc.Concrete, Inc.
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OWN YOUR  
TOMORROW.
You know and trust AgSense® to remotely 

manage your operation. That's great, because 

AgSense monitor and control technology forms 

the foundation of Valley 365®, our single sign-on 

platform for total connected crop management.

To learn more, contact  

your Valley Dealer or visit  

valleyirrigation.com/365 today.

DEALER LOGO

Address | Phone Number | Website

suggested font: Arial

  

www.valleyirrigation.com

Beiriger & Sons 
Irrigation

754-3555 • 676 E. Hwy. 112 • Center

Elevated
Recreations

Since 2021

Romeo, Colorado • (719) 580-9436

In House Financing 
Options Available

TRUCK • CARS • TRAILERS
AT GREAT PRICES

Oil Changes • Repairs
• Tire Services

1591 State Ave.
Alamosa

719-206-2777
garciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

Ski Hi Stampede 2023!
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*Annual Percentage Yield. The stated APY is accurate as of 07/20/2023. Minimum deposit 
to open is$500 and interest is paid on balances over $500. Substantial penalty for early 
withdrawal. Certain restrictions may apply. Offer may be withdrawn at any time.

Our Best Interest 

Rate in Years.
Farm — Ranch — Life Specialist

Auto • Home • Life ®
(719) 852-5909

247 Adams St. • Monte Vista

Insurance Agent

Valerie
Larson

18 Conejos Ave. • Alamosa 

(719) 589-4125

Call us for all your plumbing needs!

Full Lines of 
Produce Packaging 

Equipment

Custom Equipment

Sales, Installation, 
Service

Justin Pepper, President
justin@pepperequipmentco.com

0931 N. Hwy. 285 • Monte Vista
719.852.4092

Stampede amateur events announced
MONTE VISTA — The Ski-Hi Stampede 

Committee announces the 2023 amateur events 
and rules. 

All amateur contestants will participate in the 
slack-qualifying round of the Ski-Hi Stampede 
rodeo on Friday, July 28, at 1 p.m. 

All participants must be residents of the San Luis 
Valley — no exceptions. 

• Entry fees will be $100 per person per event. 
Calf Roping - $100 
Barrel Racing - $100 
Team Roping - $200 
An individual may enter only once per event. 
• Event will be a one go round timed trials. 
• The 8 (eight) fastest times, who were successful 

in the qualifying round, will advance to the Ski-Hi 
Pro Rodeo performances on Saturday and Sunday, 
bottom four Saturday and top four Sunday. 

• Amateur monies will be paid to the fastest four 
contestants during Friday’s qualifier. 

Stock, secretary and judges fees will be deducted. 
Pay off will be as follows: 
1st-40 percent; 2nd-30 percent; 3rd-20 percent 

and 4th-10 percent 
• There will be no additional entry fee for par-

ticipation in the Stampede Pro Rodeo. The fastest 
time in each event will be the winner of the amateur 

saddle for the event. The amateur saddle will be 
presented to the winner at the Sunday performance 
of the San Luis Valley Ski Hi Rodeo. In the event 
of a tie for the saddle, tie-breaker will be the best 
time from the qualifying round. 

Individuals and teams will be scheduled in the 
Ski-Hi Pro Rodeo as follows: 

• Number of individuals and teams will be 
divided equally for each of the two days (Saturday 
and Sunday) of the Ski-Hi Pro Rodeo. 

• Competition order will be from slowest times 
from qualifier at the Saturday performance to the 
fastest times at the Sunday performance. 

• Example (with eight maximum qualifiers with 
performance date and running order): Saturday, July 29 
– Qualifiers 8,7,6,5; Sunday, July 30 - Qualifiers 4,3,2,1 

• Once individuals and teams have qualified, and 
performance times have been set, there will be no 
changes or additions even if a qualifier must draw 
out for any reason. 

• All communications about complaints or 
grievances shall be directed to the Ski-Hi Stampede 
Board of Directors at a monthly meeting by asking 
for a spot on the agenda to express the concerns. 
At no time will sponsors or other individuals be 
approached about grievances. Any violations of 
this clause may result in disqualification in this 

year’s eligibility as well as all future year’s eligibility 
in Ski Hi Stampede Rodeo events. 

• Registration will be from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Monday, July 24 at the Ski-Hi Stampede Com-
mittee Building, 2330 Sherman Ave., Monte Vista. 
Contestants must have the following for registra-
tion: Entry fee (cash or check; if a participant’s 
check bounces, they will not be allowed to compete 
for the saddle in the pro rodeo); proof of health 
insurance; proof of residency (driver’s license of 
90 days in the Valley) 

• Anyone under 18 years of age must be accom-
panied by a legal guardian or have a notarized 
release from your legal guardians. 

• Team Roping – Must be the complete team! 
• All participants must enter in person! 
Mutton busting 
Participants must be between ages of 5 and 7 

years old and less than 50 pounds. They must be 
a San Luis Valley resident and show proof of age 
and insurance. Child must be present at entry of-
fice to weigh in. There will be a limit of 10 mutton 
busters per day. All mutton busters must report to 
the west end of the grandstand before the saddle 
bronc riding begins. Contestants not reporting on 
time will not be allowed to compete. 

See website for more information and all the 
rules, www.skihistampede.com.

MONTE VISTA — Nobody expects to break or 
ride a sheep, but it has a benefit. It’s a chance for little 
kids to get a taste of adventure, a feel for what it’s like 
to be a cowboy. They might get bruised and they’ll 
definitely get dirty, but it’s an experience they will never 
forget. Mutton busting is the sport of bareback sheep 
riding. Kiddie competitors challenge themselves and 
the sheep to see who can hold on the longest as they 
try for a qualifying time in the rodeo arena. 

Mutton busting is similar to bull riding, except that 
the contestants wear more protective gear and are 
closer to the ground. A sheep is held still, either in 
a small chute or by an adult handler, while a child is 
placed on top in a riding position. Once the child is 
seated, the sheep is released and usually starts to run 
in an attempt to get the child off. Often small prizes 

or ribbons are given out to the children who can stay 
on the longest. 

There are no set rules for mutton busting, no na-
tional organization, and most events are organized at 
the local level. However, children who begin as mutton 
busters could go on to be top Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association (PRCA) money winners or, at 
least, tops on the hometown rodeo circuit. The vast 
majority of children participating in the event fall off in 
less than 8 seconds. Age, height and weight restrictions 
on participants generally prevent injuries to the sheep 
and implements such as spurs are banned from use. 
In most cases, children are required to wear helmets 
and parents are often asked to sign waivers to protect 
the rodeo from legal action. 

The practice has been documented as having been 

introduced to the National Western Stock Show 
in Denver, at least by the 1980s when an event was 
sponsored by Nancy Stockdale Cervi, a former rodeo 
queen. At that event, children ages five to seven who 
weighed less than 55 pounds could apply, and ulti-
mately seven contestants were selected to each ride a 
sheep for six seconds. 

There are no statistics about the popularity of the 
sport, but anecdotal reports suggest thousands of 
children participate in such events every year in the 
U.S. Supporters consider the event both entertaining 
and a way to introduce young children to the adult 
rodeo “rough stock” riding events of bull riding, sad-
dle bronc, and bareback riding, and they may liken 
its rough-and-tumble nature to the way youth sports 
such as football are played. Photo from 2021

Mutton Busting, an unforgettable experience
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Center
Tire Store

754-3421
335 E. 3rd
 Center

1019 6th St.
Alamosa

719-937-2292

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Stop By and See Use in Stop By and See Use in 
the Back Parking Lot!the Back Parking Lot!

Follow 
us on 
Facebook

719-588-7485719-588-7485

Friday and Saturday, 
July 28 and 29

Lineup will begin at 8:30 a.m. Floats and 
antique vehicles will assemble by the First Stop 
store, east of the railroad tracks on Highway 
160. Drivers should remain with their entry in 
case it needs to be moved. Bikes, 3/4 wheelers, 
walkers, etc. will assemble at the west end of 
Fullenwider Park by the Sugar Shack. Horses/
riders will assemble between the convenience 
store and the Information Center. Please no 
horses in the area of floats and vehicles. 

Highway 160 closes at 9 a.m. and the line 
moves forward. The parade starts at 10 a.m. Be 
prepared to line up early and wait. 

The parade route travels west on 1st Avenue 
(Highway 160), turns south on Davis Street, 
then turns east on 2nd Avenue and returns to 
Safeway. 

Parade entry numbers will be issued when 
the entry form is returned to the Colorado 
Potato Administration Office, 1305 Park Ave., 
Monte Vista. FAX 719-852-4684. Place the 
number on the left front (driver side) of your 
entry. Horse entry numbers are to be placed 
on the left side of your horse. Please secure all 
four corners so judges can identify your entry 
quickly. Entry numbers are not required for 
bands, entries not wanting to be judged. Award 
winners will be announced Saturday. 

During the parades: no group or individual 
may stop to perform or hold up the parade. 
All performances must be done while moving 
forward. Groups with small children must be 

able to keep up with the parade pace to avoid 
gaps. No candy or trinkets may be thrown 
from your entry. Nothing can be shot from an 
entry. If you wish to hand out items, you must 
have walkers that walk along the edge of the 
street and distribute them. These rules are in 
place for the safety of children who may run 
into the street.

Sand Dunes Shrine Club — A Favorite in 
the Parade

For those who have been attending the Ski-
Hi Stampede parade for years or even those 
who have just been fans for a little while, one 
of the most memorable entrants is the Sand 
Dunes Shrine Club, as well as Shriners from 
throughout this part of the state. 

It looks like fun, but there is a greater 
purpose. The Shrine’s charitable arm is the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children, a network 
of 22 hospitals in the United States, Mexico 
and Canada. It was originally formed to treat 
young victims of polio, but as that disease was 
controlled, they broadened their scope. They 
now deal with orthopedic care, burn treatment, 
cleft lip and palate care, and spinal cord injury 
rehabilitation. 

All treatment offered at Shriners’ Hospitals 
for Children is offered without any financial 
obligation to patients and their families, and 
there is no requirement for religion, race, or 
relationship to a Shriner. 

Patients must be under the age of 18 and 
treatable. In 2008, Shriners Hospitals had a total 
budget of $826 million. In 2007, they approved 
39,454 new patient applications and attended 
to the needs of 125,125 patients.

Parade route

Stampede parade basic info

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Thad and Deanne Elliot 

were chosen to be the Grand Marshals for the 
101st Ski-Hi Stampede Parade on Friday, July 28, 
in Downtown Monte Vista. 

Thad Elliot graduated from Sargent School in 
1967. Thad’s mother and three daughters also 
graduated from Sargent School, and he now has 
two grandchildren attending Sargent. After Thad 
graduated high school, he attended college and 
earned a degree in Education at Adams State.

Thad student taught for a couple of years in 
Aspen but decided to work at a ski shop after his 
student teaching.

“I left Aspen then came to Wolf Creek and 
worked there for a couple of years. I became a 
ski bum for a while. We still ski quite a bit, and 
we farm,” she said. 

Thad said his father, Si Elliot, was a farmer and 
a teacher. Si taught in Monte Vista for a few years. 

The Elliots are currently living in the house 
that originally belonged to his grandparents. 
His grandparents farmed potatoes, alfalfa, and 
barley and raised sheep. On both sides, between 
the generations, the Elliots have over 100 years of 
farming in their family. 

Thad and Deanne said they have been farming 
since about 1975. Deanne said she grew up on a 
farm and is very used to farm life.

“I was raised on a farm, and my dad and my 
grandparents were all farmers. I guess it’s in our 
genes,” Deanne said, with a chuckle.

Deanne’s family moved to the Valley when she 
was in high school. After Deanne graduated, she 
attended college in Greeley for home economics. 
Deanne said in 2013 she started the Monte Vista 
Farmers Market.

“It feels funny to say, but I did start the Farmers 
Market back then. For the last 2 or 3 years, Carol 
Pastore has come in and given some great infor-
mation at the markets too, but back in 2013, I did 
start the Farmers Market,” she said. 

The Elliots spoke a lot about their farm, and 
now their oldest daughter is also farming with 
them. She has a few cows on her farm. 

Deanne said that their two grandkids who 
belong to their oldest daughter really enjoy the 
farming part as well.

“They are just 7 and 9, but they do enjoy it,” 
Deanne said. 

The Elliots said their middle daughter lives 
in Breckenridge, and is college educated as well, 
but as she lives in a tourist town, she enjoys wait-
ressing and makes good money doing that. Their 

Grand Marshals Thad 
and Deanne Elliot 

youngest daughter lives in Mexico City and works 
as an English-Spanish translator. 

The Elliots travel at least twice a year to see their 
daughter in Mexico City. The Elliots said their kids 
were in 4-H growing up and in Girl Scouts as well. 

The Elliots family on both sides have a rich 
history and strong ties to the Valley and farming.

In their yard, Thad and Deanne have an artifact 
that dates back to Stampede of years ago.

“We have a little playhouse in the yard and the 
story is, that Thad’s grandmother had that built so 
that it could be on a float in the Stampede Parade. 
The uncle who did that for her moved to Califor-
nia and gave the playhouse to her. Our kids played 
in it when they were little, but it was originally 
built to be in a Stampede Parade,” Deanne said.

The Elliots have been married 45 years and 
said that they met at a Stampede dance. Thad 
also remembers riding a horse in a few Stampede 
parades. Thad also had a grandmother they called 
Grandmother Pfeiffer and years ago she rode in 
the Stampede Parade on a stagecoach.

Courtesy photo

Deanne and Thad Elliot

Photo by Maric Mccolm

Thad Elliot’s grandmother had this playhouse 
built for a float during a Stampede Parade 
years ago. The playhouse is on the Elliot’s farm.
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852-5700
859 Acequia Dr. • Monte Vista

Free Estimates
All Insurance Claims Accepted 
Glasurit Waterborne Paint… 

Environmentally Friendly!

Welcome to Ski-Hi Stampede!Welcome to Ski-Hi Stampede!

852-2456
121 Washington St. • Monte Vista

Monte Vista ElksMonte Vista Elks

• Baling Twine
• Terra Nova 

Radish
• Pacific Gold 

Mustard
• Sordan 79
• Super Sugar

• Turnips
• Buckwheat
• Vetch
• Millet
• Peas
• Oats
• Clover

• Pasture Mixes
• Winter Rye
• Alfalfa
• Wheat
• Barley
• Winfred
• Winter Triticale

When it’s time to purchase seed for your farm or ranch, consider 
this, Rio Grande Seed & Grain has the largest inventory 

and best selection of seed available in the San Luis Valley. 
Need a custom mix? No problem, just ask. We also offer a Full 

Line of Ranchway Feeds, Minerals and Tubs.

Partial list of seed available now!!! If you need seed 
not listed below, call us & we’ll order it for you.

719-852-4088

Eric Kimberling • Brett Hemmerling

Proud Sponsor of the Ski-Hi Stampede!

Grand Marshals Carol and Ron Martinez

Ron and Carol 
Martinez give 
scholarships 
every year to two 
graduating high 
school seniors, in 
honor of their son 
— the Sgt. Glen E. 
Martinez Memo-
rial Scholarship.

Courtesy photos

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Carol and Ron 

Martinez were chosen to be the Grand 
Marshals for the 101st Ski-Hi Stampede 
Parade on Saturday, July 29, in Down-
town Monte Vista.

Ron and Carol are well-known in the 
Monte Vista community. Their son is one 
of Monte Vista’s fallen heroes, Sgt. Glen E. 
Martinez, who passed away May 2, 2008. 

Carol Martinez is originally from 
Gunnison and moved to Monte Vista 
when she was in grade school. Carol said 
she met Ron in high school. Ron and 
Carol have been married 54 years and 
were high school sweethearts. 

Ron and Carol together taught Cat-
echism classes for the Catholic church 
for 18 years. 

Ron Martinez was born and raised 
in Monte Vista. Ron lived on Lariat in 
Monte Vista. Both Ron and Carol re-
member picking potatoes as teenagers. 
Carol really didn’t care for it, but her 
father taught her what she started, she 
needed to finish, so she finished out her 
two weeks and did not want to work 
picking potatoes anymore. 

Ron played sports in school before 
going overseas due to the Vietnam War. 

“I started as a running back when I was 
a sophomore. Back then we were only 
3-year schools, after that it became 4-year 
school. I was a running back as a junior, 
and we had some good teams,” Ron said. 
“When I went to Germany then for the 
military during the Vietnam War, I was 
top 2. The top 2 went to Germany and 
the bottom 16 went to Vietnam. I was in 
weapons loading. I loaded bombs, and 
guns on the F-4s.”

Ron remembers Carol throughout 
his military career driving to see him. 
Carol once drove to Italy to see him. 
Carol made it a road trip with one of her 
friends. Their first child, Lori, was born 
while the couple was in Germany. 

When the couple returned to the 
states, their second child, Glen, was born. 
Lori was 5 years older than her brother 
Glen and always was the overprotective 
sister in school. 

Carol and Ron love being parents and 
grandparents. They now have a grandbaby 
that stays with them during the week from 
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. They also have an-
other grandbaby that they try to see at least 
once a week if not more. The Martinezes 
enjoy their grandchildren immensely. 

Ron has worked for local schools and 

has enjoyed being a wrestling coach for 
the Monte Vista school system for many 
years. He has also enjoyed dragging the 
chains on the football field.

Ron knows many of the students who 
have graduated over the years, coaching 
them, and working personally with 
them. Carol also helped with “pairing” 
in wrestling when Ron would work as a 
wrestling coach. 

Carol was also a nurse at the Colorado 
State Veterans Center at Homelake for 
many years. 

Carol started the Wreaths Across 
America ceremony at the Veterans Cen-
ter in 2009, after her son passed away in 
2008. Carol felt strongly about this, and 
called everyone she could think of for 
donations to ensure that each Veteran 
had a wreath on their grave for their 
special day. 

Carol, Ron and their daughter have 
beautiful memories of Sgt. Glen Mar-
tinez. At home, they left his room just 
like he had before he deployed. The 
Martinezes have added his military outfit 
to his room and have pictures of Glen 
throughout their house. 

In a special case in their living room, 
they also have the chain that Glen was 
wearing when the bomb went off that 
killed him while in Iraq.  

Ron and Carol give out scholarships 
every year to two graduating high school 
seniors, in honor of their son — the Glen 
Martinez Memorial Scholarship. 

Carol said that Glen loved everyone, 
and she knows he would have been 
proud to help students succeed because 
that was who he was. 

In high school, Glen was a quarter-
back, a champion wrestler, an honor 
student, a baseball player, and the prom 
king. The Martinezes are proud of their 
son and daughter, who is a counselor for 
the Monte Vista School system.

2021 file photo
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Banners 

Decals • Signs

Business Cards

Photography

 and More! 

56 West Highway 112 • Center 

(719) 849-1473 

www.highvelocitygraphics.com

M-F 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Paul Heersink, O.D.
Josh Heersink, O.D.

(719) 852-3412
101 Chico Court, Suite B • Monte Vista

www.montevistaeyecare.net970-264-5991
www.VisitingAngels.com

Proudly serving our honored Veterans

We Care Every Day in Every Way® 

Americas’ Choice in Homecare

Awarded the Distinguished 2023 Best 
of Homecare, Leader in Experience!

MONTE VISTA — Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday night’s dances will feature the 
Justin Kemp Band.

Justin Kemp was born and raised in 
Hobbs, N.M., on the Texas Border. Grow-
ing up in a musical family he was heavily 
influenced by the great Merle Haggard, 
George Jones, Keith Whitley, and all of the 
legends going back to the 1970’s.

Once he picked up the guitar at the age 
of 11 there was no turning back. He began 
songwriting in high school and pursued 
music at South Plains College in Levelland, 
Texas. With the support of his father, David 
Kemp, who also plays bass and keyboard 
with the band, the Justin Kemp Band was 
born.

Justin co-writes many of the original 
songs the band records along with his 
father and bandmate David Kemp. Their 
recent releases include “Borrow A Kiss,” 
“Money In My Pocket,” “Better Man,” 
“Heart’s Desire” and “Legends Never Die.”

Justin and the band tour nationally and 
he also performs as a duo with David. They 
have opened for many major acts including 
Joe Nichols, Chase Rice, Dylan Scott, Travis 
Tritt, Tanya Tucker, Josh Abbott Band, Kev-

in Fowler, and Wade Bowen to name a few.
He likes and covers the music of Luke 

Combs, Brett Young, Jon Pardi, Midland 
& Cole Swindell. Justin and the band have 
toured primarily in the South West.

In 2018 he signed a management deal 
with Heart Songs Records and he has spent 
the last year writing, recording in Nashville 
and continuing to tour with his five-piece 
band.

Justin Kemp Band was on multiple 2019 
Country Artists to Watch lists. His suc-
cessful single “Better Man” garnered him 
a place on Apple Music’s hot tracks for 9 
weeks.

Carly Pearce

Carly Pearce performing at 101st Ski-Hi Stampede
STAFF REPORT

MONTE VISTA — Grammy Award-win-
ning singer-songwriter Carly Pearce will 
perform July 27 to kick off the 101st Ski-Hi 
Stampede in Monte Vista. Frank Ray will be 
opening for Pearce at the Ski-Hi Complex.

Pearce, 32, will heat up the stage with 
hits like “Never Wanted To Be That Girl,” 
“Hide the Wine,” “Next Girl” and her latest 
chart-topper, “What He Didn’t Do.”

Pearce is a three-time Country Music 
Association Award winner, a four-time 
Academy of Country Music Award winner, 
has received one CMT Music Award and one 
Grammy Award. She became a member of 
the Grand Ole Opry in 2021.

Pearce and Ashley McBryde earned a 
Grammy in February. They are the first 
female pairing to win the Grammy with 
their chart-topping hit “Never Wanted To 
Be That Girl.”

Pearce was touring earlier this year with 
Blake Shelton as part of the “Back to the 
Honky Tonk” tour and in late March re-
leased her first live album, “29: Written in 
Stone (Live from Music City).” Gwen Ste-
fani, who is married to Shelton, and Pearce 
delivered ‘90s nostalgia at the CMT Music 
Awards on April 2. The singers teamed up 
to perform No Doubt’s 1995 hit “Just a Girl” 
during the ceremony.

Pearce is known to be fiercely rooted in 
the classics. The girl who left her Kentucky 

home and high school at 16 to take a job at 
Dollywood has grown into a woman who 
embraces the genre’s forward progression. 
Honored as one of Country Music Tele-
vision’s 2022 Artists of the Year, the 2021 
Country Music Association Female Vocalist 
of the Year and reigning Academy of Coun-
try Music Awards Female Artist of the Year, 
Pearce is living out her childhood dream.

Pearce first gained major recognition in 
2017 when her self-penned “Every Little 
Thing” found an audience on satellite radio. 
The song helped Pearce secure a major la-
bel recording contract and became a major 
hit, reaching number one on the Billboard 
country chart. Her debut album of the same 
name debuted in the top five of the Billboard 
Top Country Albums chart.

Pearce has since released new material, 
including the 2020 single “Next Girl” from 
“29,” an EP released on Feb. 19, 2021. On 
Sept. 17, 2021, she released her third studio 
album, “29: Written in Stone.”

Ray, 36, is a relative newcomer to the 
country music scene. In 2021, Ray signed 
with BBR Music Group and released his 
debut single “Streetlights.” The song features 
Ray singing in both English and Spanish. 
Later in 2021, he issued another single, 
“Country’d Look Good on You.” This was 
followed in January 2022 by his first per-
formance on the Grand Ole Opry. The same 
month, “Country’d Look Good on You” 

entered the top 40 on the Billboard Country 
Airplay charts.

For more information, visit www.skihista-
mpede.com.

Colorado’s Oldest Pro Rodeo is celebrat-
ing its 101st anniversary in 2023. The San 
Luis Valley Ski-Hi Stampede will be July 
27-30.

Courtesy photo

Dance the nights away with 
the Justin Kemp Band
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Great 
food & 
Great 

Service
1300 Main St. 

Alamosa
589-9256

Photo from 2021

Barrel racing is an 
exciting sport

Sports fans and athletes have a plethora of 
sports to enjoy in this country and around the 
world, and those options include equestrian 
events. Equestrian sports have a deep-rooted 
history and have inspired some avid fans, 
including those enamored with the sport of 
barrel racing. 

Barrel racing originally was established as an 
event for women on the rodeo circuit. While 
men rode bucking broncos and bulls and 
competed in roping events, women displayed 
horse speed and stamina in barrel racing 
competitions. Today, barrel racing primarily 
is a female sport at both the collegiate and 
professional levels. 

Barrel racing can be an entertaining expe-
rience for spectators and a rewarding one for 
riders. The goal of the barrel race is to complete 
a perfect pattern in the least amount of time, so 
the rider who completes the pattern the fastest 
wins the competition. 

The pattern riders face is a complicated clo-
verleaf design. Riders can choose to enter the 
first barrel to the left or the right. They circle 
the barrel and proceed across to barrel number 
two, then finish out at the third barrel, where 
they will complete the pattern and exit the 
course. The approach to the first barrel should 
be carefully timed and executed to set the stage 
for the rest of the course. 

An official distance between barrels exists for 
professional races. Riders cover 90 feet between 
barrel one and two. There is 105 feet between 
barrels one and three and between barrels two 
and three. Finally, 60 feet marks the distance 
between barrels one and two and the entry/
exit “score” line. 

According to Michigan State University Ex-
tension, barrel racing requires a mild-tempered 
horse with natural athletic ability. Horses need 
to be fast, agile and intelligent. A hot-headed 
horse is not a good choice because he may fight 
the rider and cause injury. Riders also must be 
in tune with their horses’ movements and sit 
correctly in the saddle to allow the horse to hug 
the sides of each barrel. Riders need to be both 
physically fit and capable of planning ahead to 
accommodate their horses’ speed. 

Experts advise riders to run horses through 
repetitive drills to improve their performance. 
A horse learns by release and will think he’s 
done a good job if a rider moves on to a new 
task. If riders are unhappy with a turn, they 

should return to the same barrel over and over 
until it is mastered, as riders need their horses 
to remember the good techniques. Horses can 
do drills running straight lines as well as circles. 
Soon both horse and rider should develop a 
feel for each other and move more intuitively 
together. 

Although barrel racing has been around for a 
long time, one of the premier governing bodies 
of the sport was only established 66 years ago. 
The Girl’s Rodeo Association was formed when 
38 cowgirls came together in San Angelo, Tex-
as, to create an organization dedicated to the 
promotion and advancement of women in the 
sport of rodeo. In 1981, the association changed 
its name to the Women’s Professional Rodeo 
Association, and it remains one of the most 
influential sanctioning bodies in the sport. It 
also is the oldest women’s sports association 
in the United States and the only one governed 
entirely by women. 

In 2007, the WPRA instituted the My Horse’s 
Choice Junior Division for girls ages 17 and 
under. The junior division introduces a whole 
new group of members to the ranks of profes-
sional competition and allows mothers and 
daughters to compete for world points at some 
of the same events. 

Barrel racing is most popular in the western 
and southern areas of the United States and 
some parts of Canada. To learn more about a 
particular racing circuit or the sport of barrel 
racing, visit www.wpra.com. 

Bull riders’ gear protective 
and functional

Many fans of sports like baseball, basketball 
and football enjoy wearing jerseys of their favorite 
players when attending a game, watching at home 
or gathering with fellow fans to watch somewhere 
in public. While it’s nearly impossible to attend a 
professional sporting event today without seeing 
someone decked out in the same attire as their 
favorite player, such sightings are less likely to 
occur within the sport of rodeo. 

Unlike baseball and basketball uniforms, the 
gear worn by many professional bull riders has 
more practical applications, namely to protect 
riders as much as possible. The following is a 
rundown of the gear professional bull riders wear 
during competition. 

* Headgear: While many professional bull 
riders are allowed to wear cowboy hats during 
competitions, the Professional Bull Riders, Inc., 
mandates that all new members who turned 18 
years of age on or after Oct. 15, 2012, wear hel-
mets. Those born before that date do not have to 
wear helmets, but some choose to do so to protect 
their heads from potentially threatening blows. In 
addition, bull riders can wear face masks to shield 
their faces and jaws from injury. 

* Vest: A protective vest is worn by bull riders to 
absorb shock and dissipate any blows to the body. 
The vest also was designed to protect riders’ torsos 
from punctures caused by direct contact with the 
bulls’ hooves and horns during competition. 

* Glove: Bull riders only wear one glove, which 
is on the hand they use to grip the bull rope. This 
leather glove makes it easier to grip the rope and 
offers some measure of protection to riders’ hands 

and fingers. 
* Chaps: Riders wear chaps on their legs, and 

professionals often wear chaps emblazoned with 
logos of sponsors. Chaps offer extra protection 
for a rider’s legs against the hooves and horns 
of the bull. 

* Bull rope: The bull rope, which is equipped 
with a handle braided into the rope, is a rider’s 
only anchor during a ride. The rope is flat and 
braided from nylon or grass and goes around the 
bull’s girth area behind the animal’s front legs. 

* Boots: Bull riders’ boots include a special spur 
ridge on the heel, and this helps their spurs to 
remain in place. Some riders wear pull-on boots, 
while others prefer boots that lace up. 

* Spurs: Spurs help bull riders stay in position 
once the ride begins. These spurs come equipped 
with dull rowels, which are the revolving disks at 
the end of spurs. The rowels are dull so they do 
not injure or cut the skin of the bull. 

More information about bull riding is available 
at www.pbr.com.

Photos from 2021
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Adams State University 
Foundation

is proud to award 
scholarships to local youth 

in the San Luis Valley. (719) 657• 3022 
• Septic Pumping • Portable Restrooms 

• Clogged or Frozen Sewer Lines
• Leach Field Rejuvenation

Agriculture Consulting Services
Certified Crop Advisor

Alfalfa & Grass Seed
Agriculture Chemicals
Gloves at Dealer Prices

Don & Pat Henderson
852-0824 • 850-1679

DP Ag Services

719-589-2774 • 235 Craft Drive • Alamosa • www.marksoutdoorsports.biz

Mark’sMark’s Outdoor Outdoor 
SportsSports

WARNING: Polaris® off‑road vehicles can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for 
on‑road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. Pas‑
sengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear helmets, 
eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as 
equipped). Never engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Rid‑
ing and alcohol/drugs don’t mix. All riders should take a safety training course. Call 800‑342‑
3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2022 Polaris Inc.

Come see the new 
fine are gallery in 

Monte Vista
- tell us what you see -
You could win a Prize!

Be sure to mention 
code “Stampede 10” 

to get 10% off you 
entire purchase.

Pareidolia: The ability to see 
an image in a ramdom or 
ambiguous visual pattern.

(Pair-ah-dole-ee-ah)
10% off your 

entire purchase.
10% off applies to everything in store including original paintings

125 Adams St • Monte Vista • (719) 992-8776
Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

MONTE VISTA — The Wright’s Amuse-
ments Carnival is expected to be at full capacity 
for 2023. 

Based out of Elbert, Colo., Wright’s Amuse-
ments has been in operation for over 50 years. 
The carnival is a part of Stampede tradition and 
features a variety of attractions from children’s 
rides to newer varieties of thrill rides. 

In 1962, Floyd Wright and his two brothers, 
Frank and Charles, launched a traveling car-
nival that put family fun first. A half century 
later, Floyd Wright’s nephew, John Ring, runs 
the show in the same treasured tradition. “My 
life — my heritage—is all about making sure 
people have a great time,” says Ring. “What 
better ‘job’ is there?” 

There are several options that are available 
for purchasing carnival tickets. Pre-order 
armbands are available at the Ski-Hi Stampede 
Office. On Wednesday, July 26, the carnival will 
hold a canned food drive. Those who bring 
two canned food items can purchase an all-day 

The Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
has produced its fair share of memorable perform-
ers over the years. One of the more prestigious 
honors a rodeo rider can earn is the PRCA All-
Around Cowboy Champion, which is given to 
the rodeo competitors who are most successful in 
two or more events. The following are a handful 
of rodeo competitors to win multiple All-Around 
PRCA All-Around championships. 

• Trevor Brazile: The record holder for most 
all-around titles, Brazile eclipsed former record 
holder Ty Murray in 2010 when he won his 
eighth all-around championship. The 2014 season 
marked the ninth straight year the Texas-born 
Brazile was named the PRCA All-Around Cow-
boy Champion. 

• Ty Murray: Though Murray’s record for most 
all-around championships has been eclipsed, he 
remains one of professional bull riding’s most 
recognizable faces, having crossed over into pop-
ular culture with appearances on television shows 
such as “Walker, Texas Ranger,” “WWE Raw” and 

“Dancing With the Stars.” 
• Lewis Feild: A member of the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame, Feild is a three-time winner of the 

PRCA All-Around Cowboy Championship, with three consecutive wins from 1985 to 1987. 
Feild’s son, Kaycee, is an accomplished rider as well. 

• Tom R. Ferguson: The Oklahoma-born Ferguson is another legend of rodeo, having won 
six all-around championships during the 1970s. Ferguson was also something of a trailblazer in 
rodeo, as he was the first rodeo competitor to earn more than $100,000 in the arena in a single 
year, a feat he accomplished in 1978. 

• Larry Mahan: Upon winning the PRCA All-Around Cowboy Championship in 1970, Ma-
han became the first rodeo competitor to win five such championships in a row. Mahan’s 1973 
comeback even garnered him some acclaim and attention in an unlikely place: Hollywood. “The 
Great American Cowboy,” a documentary film from Kieth Merrill, focused on Mahan’s comeback 
and battle with Phil Lyne for the world championship. The film would win the 1973 Academy 
Award for Best Documentary Feature. 

• Jim Shoulders: The first competitor to ever win the bareback, bull riding and all-around events 
at the PRCA Championships, Shoulders also had a successful career outside of the rodeo arena, 
where he was a notable presence in print and television advertisements for jeans, boots and beer.

Renowned rodeo 
champions

Photos from 2022

Stampede carnival 
offers fun for all

carnival pass for $25.
There will be fun for all ages at the 101st  Ski-

Hi Stampede and the attractions that Wright’s 
Amusements provides will be no exception.
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Friday Night PRCA RodeoFriday Night PRCA Rodeo
Jul 28, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m.Jul 28, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m.

Saturday Night PRCA RodeoSaturday Night PRCA Rodeo
Jul 29, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m. MDTJul 29, 7:00  – 9:00 p.m. MDT

Sunday Matinee PRCA RodeoSunday Matinee PRCA Rodeo
Jul 30, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. MDTJul 30, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. MDT

July 27-30, 2023July 27-30, 2023

Carly PearceCarly Pearce
with special guest Frank Raywith special guest Frank Ray

July 27July 27
7:30 – 9:00 p.m.7:30 – 9:00 p.m.

July 8, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.July 8, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m.
BFO was founded by bullfighters and is Freestyle BFO was founded by bullfighters and is Freestyle 

Bullfighting’s Premier Professional League.  BFO features Bullfighting’s Premier Professional League.  BFO features 
an international roster of elite athletes competing an international roster of elite athletes competing 
against the most treacherous fighting bulls for the against the most treacherous fighting bulls for the 

largest purses in the history of the sport. largest purses in the history of the sport. 
Dance with Live Music to followDance with Live Music to follow

Nightly Dances with Live Music July 27-29Nightly Dances with Live Music July 27-29

Monte Vista, ColoradoMonte Vista, Colorado

For tickets and more information, go to www.skihistampede.comFor tickets and more information, go to www.skihistampede.com
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