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Shorts

End of Life
discussion set for
Aug. 16

ALAMOSA An End
of Life discussion with Neil
Ruddolph will be at 10:15 a.m.
on Wednesday, Aug. 16, at
Hospice del Valle, 514 Main St.,
Alamosa — located between
Oscars Restaurant and Rainbows
End. For more information, call
719-589-9019.

Care and Share
Market Truck in
DN on Aug. 10

DEL NORTE — The Care and
Share Market Truck will be in Del
Norte from 4 to 5 p.m. on Aug. 10
at Gateway Church, 975 Grande
Ave., Del Norte.

The food giveaway is open to
residents of Rio Grande County.
There will be enough supplies for
at least 100 families. Organizers
ask that people bring their own
boxes and bags.

For more information, call Kat
Siglinger at 719-937-1351.

San Luis Valley
Fair schedule

MONTE VISTA — The San
Luis Valley Fair is taking place
this week in the Ski-Hi Complex
in Monte Vista.

Wednesday, Aug. 9

8 a.m. 4-H Gymkhana (Horse
Awards Ceremony to follow)

9 a.m. Rabbit Show

5 p.m. Market Sheep Show
Followed by Showmanship

Hypnotist - Following Sheep
Show

Thursday, Aug. 9

9 a.m. Creative Cooks Contest

Noon Cake Decorating Contest

5 p.m. Market Beef Show
Followed by Showmanship

Hypnotist - Following Beef
Show

Friday, Aug. 11

8:30 a.m. Round Robin

4 p.m. Sale birds back in pens

6 p.m. SLV Fair Junior Livestock
Auction- Barbecue Presented by
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

6 p.m. Indoor Projects that did
not make State Fair Check-Out

6 p.m. All State Fair Projects to
Extension Office (Extension Staff)

Dance to immediately follow

Author Franks contemplating next
book in ‘Crooked Forest’ series

By MARIEMCCOLM

MOFFAT — Joni Franks,author
of the award-winning book series,
“Corky Tales,” has been thinking
about her next series of books. She
recently spoke about this during
an interview with the Center Post-
Dispatch.

“I want to continue with the
‘Crooked Forest’ series;” she said.
“The series will continue with a
book about finding compassion
andforgiveness. Forgivenesswould
be in forgiving ourselves. These
are ideas that I currently have to
continue the series. Forgiving
ourselves helps so much, when
we can forgive ourselves, it clears
emotionalblocksandhelpsusalong
onourpathinlife. Thisissomething
I am thinking of continuing the
series with, but I never know until
I actually write it though”

Franks began writing in 2016.
Shewroteaboutherdog,Sagebrush,
and their Colorado adventures

Please see FRANKS on Page 2A
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SoCo Suds and Sounds ALMASs Battle of the Bands) and Valley

and car show is
Saturday, Aug. 19

By MARIEMCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — One of the
biggest car shows of the year is coming
to Chapman Park on Saturday, Aug. 19.
This year’s Poor Boy Car Show
begins at 10 a.m. and is expected to
be bigger and better than ever with
demonstrations by local groups, and
livemusicbeginningat 3 p.m. Everyone
is invited to come on out and dance to
the music of Ruben Dominguez of the

favorite Ol Scratch.

Hosting the event this year is the
nonprofit group the OptiMystics
Citizens Action Network in
collaboration with the Poor Boy Car
Club.

OptiMystics President Adam Lock

Please see SHOW on Page 6A

The third annual Poor Boy

Car Show is set for Aug. 19 at
Chapman Park and is part of the
SoCo Suds and Sounds event
organized by the OptiMystics
Citizens Action Network.
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Award-winning author Joni Franks, of Moffat, says she
draws inspiration from the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.
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Construction of the first building of the Valley to Valley
Senior Care Living Center in Saguache is nearly complete.

First building of new
senior living facility in

Saguache nearly complete

By MARIE MCCOLM

SAGUACHE — Nearly a year after breaking ground,
the first building of the Valley to Valley Senior Care
Living Center in Saguache is near completion.

Chairman of the Board for Valley to Valley Senior
Care, Terry Gillette talked about the building and the
plans for the project.

“This project the Valley to Valley Senior Care Living
Center, we are building the center just to the east of
Saguache right off the highway. It’s a beautiful little
spot, we have got 10 acres, and it’s right off the road. It’s

Please see FACILITY on Page 6A

Market Swine

Shortly before 10 p.m. on
Monday, Aug. 7, Elaina
Consaul’s dark cross
heavyweight took home Grand
Champion Market Swine honors
at the San Luis Valley Fair.
Earlier, the 285-pound swine
was chosen by the judge Grand
Champion of the dark cross
breed. The Swine Show began

at 5:30 p.m. and Consaul was in
the final class of the night as was
the Reserve Grand Champion
Market Swine that was shown
by Aubrey Naranjo. Nearly 200
animals were shown during the
Market Swine Show. The San
Luis Valley Fair culminates with
the Junior Livestock Auction at
6 p.m. on Friday, Aug. 11.

Photo by Brian Williams
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OBITUARIES

Benjamin John Davis

Benjamin John Davis, 41, died Aug.
5,2023, at his home in Creede, Colo.
He was born on Jan. 23, 1982, in
Tribune, Kan., the son of Jane Davis.

Benmovedto Creedewithhismom,
Jane, in the summer of 1996 where he
attended school and graduated from
high school in Creede, May of 2000.
Ben spent the rest of his life living in
Creede, workingatthegrocerystoreas
aclerkandabutcher and then worked
for the City of Creede as the Public
Works Director for many years.

Ben was a son, brother, and uncle.
He always made time for his siblings,
nieces,and nephews when theywould
come to Creede to visit. His favorite
things to do with family were showing
the kids the heavy equipment at his
job, hunting mushrooms, camping,
and showing them all around Creede.

Ben also spent the last few years
transporting hikers in and out of

the mountains while they hiked
the Colorado trail and loved every
minuteofit. Hewastheself-appointed
ambassadortoCreede,alwaysshowing
up with a smile and a helping hand.
He will be missed dearly by everyone
that knew him.

Ben is survived by his mother:
Jane Davis of Creede; three brothers:
Dustan Ricker of Akron, Colo., Rustan
Ricker of Phillipsburg, Kan., and
Tristan Ricker of Elizabeth, Colo.;one
aunt: Susan Coxof Portland, Ore.;and
two uncles: Lynn Davis of Richmond,
Va.,and Mike Davis of Laramie, Wyo.
Benalsohas 11 cousins, sixniecesand
four nephews.

Letusnotforgetthe manyfriendsin
Creede who affectionately called him
“Tamin” and loved him as much as we
do! You could notwalkinanywherein
Creede by his side without someone
hollering from across the room, “Hey

Jaminwhat’sup.” Weloveyou Brother!
Graveside services for Ben will be
held Saturday, Aug. 12, 2023, at 10
a.m. at the Creede Cemetery.
Arrangements in Care of
Strohmayer’s Funeral Home in
Monte Vista.

Michael Wallace Danielson

Michael Wallace Danielson,
72, passed away on Aug. 4, 2023.
Mike was born Sept. 11, 1950, in
Concordia, Kan., to Whitney and
Maxine (Ouellette) Danielson.

He was preceded in death by
his parents Whitney and Maxine
Danielson, brother Jeff Danielson.

Mike is survived by his wife,
Carol (Koch) Danielson; brother
Gary Danielson (Brenda); sister
Julie Erickson (Tom); brother Jon
Danielson; son Eric Danielson
(Jesseca); son Chris Danielson (Katie);
grandson Tyler Danielson (Christy);
granddaughter Ashlynn Danielson
and numerous other relatives.

Mike served as a Sergeant in
the United States Air Force from
January of 1971 until January 1975,
as a Vietnamese Linguist. Mike was
awarded the National Defense Service
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal,
Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Medal, Air Medal,and Air Force Good
Conduct Medal.

Mike started enjoying trips to
Creede with his family in 1983, was
a resident of Creede from 1991 to
1995, owner of the Kentucky Belle

Market,and since2012hadasummer
home in downtown Creede where
he spent his summers with his wife
Carol and the rest of his family.
They enjoyed the mountain views
and creating many memories. He
loved spending time doing outdoor
activities, including traveling, hiking,
walking, rock hunting, photography,
and gardening. Familywashisbiggest
passion, as he was always there to
supportand provideguidancetothose
he loved. Mike had a very generous
and givingheart, evidentby spending
numerousdaysvolunteeringat Pueblo
Cooperative Care Center, making a
difference within the community. The
compassion that Mike had to help
others led him to make the decision
tobe an organ donor, so that he could
continue to assist those individuals
in need. He will forever be loved and
deeply missed by family and friends.

Memorial Service

The funeral service will be held on
Sept. 8, 2023, 10 a.m. at St. John the
Baptist Church, 212 N High Street,
Clyde, Kan., where a luncheon will
be held directly following the service.
Interment of Ashes will be on Sept.

9,2023, after the 4:30 p.m. mass at St.
Thomas More Catholic Church, 2900
Kimball Avenue, Manhattan, Kan., in
the Columbarium where Mike will be
laid to rest.

Inlieuofflowers, the familyrequests
donations be made to:

Friends of Mineral County
Emergency Services, PO. Box 454
Creede Colorado 81130 or Pueblo
Cooperative Care Center 326 West 8th
Street Pueblo, CO 81003-3005

Catherine Lague Wood

Longtime San Luis Valley native
and porcelain artist, Catherine
Lague Woods, passed away on Aug.
4, 2023, at River Valley Nursing
Home in Del Norte, Colorado.

Atage 103, Catherine is survived
by her oldest son Richard Gene
Woods, DVM of Del Norte, Colo.,
and her only daughter Gwen Marie
Frison of Austin, Texas. She has
six grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

Preceding Catherine in death

Longtime Del Norte resident Gail
Soldato died Sunday, July 30,2023,
at the River Valley Rehabilitation
Healthcare Center Nursing Home
in Del Norte, Colo.

Gailwasborn on Sept. 23,1952, in
Plattsburgh, N.Y. to Melvin Bennett
Sr.and Ethelyn Bennett. She married
the love of her life Don Soldato on
Dec. 4, 1970, in Peru, N.Y.

Gail was a fun-loving lady who
enjoyed life and the adventure life
provided. She had a very deep love
for her two children and her pets,
of which she had many. She and
her husband had a Ferrett rescue, at
one point they had 28 Ferrets, they
brought much joy into Gail’s life.

Gailissurvived by her spouse Don
Soldato, her son Joseph Shane (Jen)
Soldato ofKileen, Texas, her daughter

were her husband Richard Spencer
Woods, DVM (Nov. 2002), son
Roy Michael Woods (April 2014),
and son John Lee Woods (January
2020).

Cremation was chosen and a
private family memorial service will
be held at a later date.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care
of the arrangements. To leave online
condolences, words of comfort and
tributes for Catherine’s family, please
visit www.RogersFunerals.com.

Galil Soldato

Donna Maria (Brian) Soldato
McVeay of Owensmill, N.Y.; her two
sisters Helen Bodnar (and spouse) of
Floridaand Lynne Lowe (and spouse)
of Pennsylvania; her two brothers
Melvin Bennett Jr. (and Spouse) of
Utah and Warren Bennett (Kathy) of
Plattsburgh, N.Y.; her grandchildren
Shane Ice, Alex Soldato, Joscelyn
Leach, Regan Soldato, Joey Soldato,
Brennan Soldato, Gabe Soldato, and
Adelynn Soldato;aswellasnumerous
cousins and a few Aunts and Uncles.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, her twin Guy Bennett, two
of her sisters Janice and Janet and
numerous aunts and uncles.

A private family service will be
held at a later date.

Rogers Family Mortuaryisin care
of the arrangements. To leave online

condolences, words of comfort and
tributes for Gail’s family, please visit
www.RogersFunerals.com.

F RA N KS Continued from Page 1A —

together in the “Corky Tales” series. dog lovers, children, women ranchers,
“I'wantedtotellastoryaboutwomen and Corgi lovers”
being ranchers in what was thought  This, Frankssaid,ledtothecompanion
to sometimes be a man’s world of series “Crooked Forest”
ranchers,” Frankssaid. “Iincorporated =~ “There are only two books in that
thelittle Corgidog. Inthestory,thedog series, but it will be a trilogy,” she said.
is born without a tail, and labeled as  “The first book is about overcoming a
having no worth, and bullied and told = brokenheart, thesecondisaboutfinding
that she can't be a real herding dog. A forgiveness and the third that I am
lotof people don’tknow but Corgisare  thinkingaboutwillbeaboutcompassion
herding dogs, cow dogs. The little dog and forgiveness.
feels so bad for what she doesn’t have, ~ Franks has won over 40 awards,
and the woman is being told by the including the 2022 Mom’s Choice gold
people she is buying the ranch from award, the 2021 International Readers
that she can't possibly be a rancher Favorite silver medal award, the 2019,
because she’s a girl and because she 2020, and 2021 Pinnacle Book Award
has no help” for Category of Children’s Interest, and
Franks said the woman becomes a 35 other awards.
successful rancher in the book and the ~ In her books, Franks teaches
little dog become a successful herding ~ problem-solvingmethodsandaddresses
dog. different subjects like environmental
“Itjustall worked out forbothofthem  conservation, uncovering a persons life
in the book;” she said. “T had never set ~purpose, and recognizing that all beings
out to be an author, but I shared the are created equal.
story, and I had people encourage me ~ Franks said that she obtained
to publish a book and I did, and now inspiration from the beauty of the
my Corky series is an eight-book series ~ Sangre de Cristo Mountains where she
and has won over 40 literary awards. It's  lives. She said that spending time in the
been very successful. They are known high mountain meadows gives her the
as family books instead of childrens abilityto create stories thatare changing
books because they are more than just the world “one heart at a time”
picture books. They have about 4,000  For more information, visit her
words each and they appeal to adults, website at www.jonifranks.com.
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OPINION & EDITORIAL

Rock my world

Just this past weekend Miss Trixie
drug O Dutch to the annual Creede
Colorado Rock and Mineral show
to look at the pretty rocks. And it’s
not like I am not interested but I
have a pretty good collection of said
specimens myself and so tramping
up and down the aisles and having to
talk to people is kind of a stretch for
this old man. Oh, I don’t mind once
I get there and actually, I found some
great people this time to talk to, so it
was definitely a win in the end. But
I think OI' Dutch is more like an old
water pump these days that takes a
little bit of priming to get me started.

But once you do, I am good to go,
and I guess Miss Trixie knows this
by now and drags me along to all
kinds of social events which I end
up enjoying. Once at the rock show
I met Ken from Creede who has an
impressive rock collection and old
photos for sale. If you have not met
him, you can look him up down
beside the visitors center in Creede
to see what all he has for sale.

And Miss Trixie, ever the planner
for the future, scored a nice Amethyst
rock from Ken for Grand #2 for
Christmas. This 9-year-old child has
somehow inherited her ancestors’
penchant for rocks, and I look for
her to maybe becoming a geologist
someday, hopefully. So, we perused
all the vendors there and saw some
wonderful displays of the earth’s
amazing past. Crystals of every shape
and size and color graced each booth
and what a wonder they are to see
too. After I finally got past the “do
I really want to be here” stage, Miss
Trixie had a hard time dragging me
away from there.

I have often been amazed that a
mere man can pick up a rock from
the ground and hold it in his hand
knowing it took many many millions
of years to form. What an amazing
thing to even contemplate but I think
it’s a lot like space in that our minds
can never really grasp the miraculous
nature of such things.

Or Dutch comes from a long line
of rockhounds and many a summer
was spent traipsing across Hell’s
half acre looking for gems, petrified
wood, agate, arrow heads, quartz,
crystals, and other rocks. I recall
early on suffering from a sore neck
from looking down all day and my

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

grandmother and greataunt breaking
out the Icy Hot balm in the evening.
They would apply copious amounts
all over their tired old bodies and
the smell would permeate the cabin
the rest of the evening as we played
solitaire together. That was ingrained
in me so firmly that now all I have to
do is get a whiff of that miracle salve
andIaminstantly taken back to those
days, and I don’t miss them nearly
as much. I can simply close my eyes
and be transported back to that old
cabin on the river and the sounds of
laughter as they win at double solitaire
once again.

So, I did survive the weekend of
activities once again and came to a
realization about myselftoo. And that
is if not for Miss Trixie shoving me
along, I probably would be happy to
sit at home and rot.

So, if you are out and about
anywhere near where weabideand see
long drag marks in the dirt, you will
know that Trixie has drug OI' Dutch
along to another social event, rock
show, bingo, party, potluck, grand
opening, freehotdogs, Amish Bakery,
parade, or other event ofher choosing.
And be careful as you approach said
doingsastherewillbelots of otherruts
from the other men who have been
dragged there by wives, girlfriends,
sisters, friends, and cousins. Youdon't
want to get into a rut.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Coopet, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com.

LETTERS POLICY

Letters are welcome and encouraged.
They should be fewer than 300 words,
unless arranged beforehand with the
editor, and they are subject to editing
for length and clarity.

Allletters mustbe signed by the author
andincludea phone numberandaddress
where the author can be reached (these
arenotforpublication). Lettersforwarded
from other organizations or sent to staff
and not for print must be designated as
such. Letters over 300 words and without
contact information will be returned to

the sender or discarded.

We will accept one letter per person,
per subject, per four issues. We reserve
the right to reject letters for reasons we
believe are appropriate. Please send
letters to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley
Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte Vista,
CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com (Attention:
Letter to the Editor). Deadline for letters
is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to
space constraints.

When I read the Salt Lake Tribune
editorial on July 2, my heart sank. A
Utah man with severe mental illness
had died in a poorly regulated care
home, with a mere $8,000 fine levied
against the managers.

The editorial was fierce: “It doesn’t
seem to matter how horrible the care
... how many of these residents live
in filth and squalor ... the responsible
authorities apparently makelittletono
effort to whip the homes into shape or,
failing that, shut them down.

In 1976, my disabled brother, Mike
Trimble, died in just such a care
home, in Denver. I've spent a decade
researching his life and death for my
book, “The Mike File;” and I know well
the details and politics of his death.

Mike left home after turning 14
when his diagnosis — “paranoid
schizophrenia, capable of violence”
— shattered our family. A court
committed him to the Colorado State
Hospital in 1957. He never lived at
home again.

When mental hospitals emptied
their wards a decade later, Mike
was mainstreamed back to Denver.
Rejoining our family did not go well.
Angry and resentful, Mike’s visits
triggered emotional chaos. He soon
cut off all contact.

In 1976, Mike died during a
seizure, alone in his boarding home
and undiscovered for three days.
The Denver media used his solitary
death to expose the “ratholes” that
warehoused people with mentalillness.
Our mother found out about the loss
of her 33-year-old son from the front
page of the Denver Post.

The owner of Mike’s ironically
named “Carefree Guest Home”
described his death as a “slip up” The
staffmemberwho should have checked
on Mike was “snowed under” Two
other residents had died unnoticed in
previous months.

InthedaysfollowingMikesdeath, the
director of the Colorado Commission

I'M NOT TRESPASSIN/,

DON'T WORRY — )
TH WORM IS!

ontheDisabled demandedaction. “Tm
...thinking ...ofthe other 85 residents
there,” he said. “How many of them
were not seen over the weekend but
did not die?”

Officialsissued “aseverereprimand”
Dr. Paul Kuhn, director of Denver’s
Personal Health Service, said that
Carefree had made “significant
improvements,”buthe mentioned only
one: “Anyone not in the breakfast line
is sought out and checked”

Kuhn gave Carefreeabreak because
ofpoor funding thatleft the guesthome
perpetuallyunderstaffed. “Thisismore
than a Denver problem,” he said. “It'sa
statewide problem. It’s a great societal
problem?”

Reprimand issued, case closed, but
hardly progress.

In 2002, The New York Times
ran a Pulitzer Prize-winning series
that included the story of Randolph
Maddix, living in a private home for
the mentally ill in Brooklyn. Maddix
died duringaseizure and wasn't found
for many hours. “His back, curled and
stiffwith rigor mortis,had tobe broken
to fit him into a body bag?”

In 2006, the Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel ran a series on the horrors of
board-and-care homes, including the
tale of a resident who died and wasn't
found for three days. These stories of
outrageous neglect keep recurring,
always about people overwhelmed by
their mental disorders and neglected
by their caregivers.

Why does Dr. Kuhn’s “great societal
problem” persist?

As we steadily eliminated more
than 500,000 beds in state psychiatric
hospitals starting in the mid-1950s,
according to a study by the American
Psychiatric Association, the number
of people with severe mental illness
was growing with the U.S. population.
Stigma and shame often silenced
their families. Effective treatment
disappeared into the fog of competing
agencies, with no coordinated plan

problem that just won’t go away

Writers on the Range
by Stephen Trimble

for people with chronic mental
illness. Then add today’s epidemic of
homelessness and prisons crammed
with people who need psychiatric
treatment more than incarceration.

While researching mybook, I spoke
with a Colorado psychologist who
summed up our failure to care for our
mothers and fathers, our brothers and
sisters, our children and friends: “The
mentally ill don’t have a strong lobby””

The recent Tribune editorial
proposes incentives for decently
run care homes and appropriate
punishments for neglect. But what we
really need is a transformative system
of carefor the vulnerableand voiceless,
and housing for those without homes.
We know what to do. So far, we have
chosen not to act.

This problem remains with us,
just as it did in 1976 when I lost my
brother. Please don't let us read these
same plaintive storiesand unanswered
calls for action when another 50 years
have passed.

Utah writer Stephen Trimble is a
contributor to Writers on the Range,
writersontherange.org, an independent
nonprofit dedicated to spurring lively
conversation about the West. His latest book
is “Ihe Mike File: A Story of Griefand Hope”
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‘A historic investment in Colorado

A year after becoming
law, the IRA delivers
benefits to the SLV

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Against a backdrop
of numerous national headlines
declaring July as the hottest month on
record on the planet according to the
World Meteorological Organization
and a bevy of other noted scientists
and scientific organizations, Senator
Michael Bennetwasjoined by Governor
jared Polis and other elected officials
in noting the one-year anniversary of
the August 2022 passage and signing
into law of the Inflation Reduction
Act (IRA).

“TheInflation Reduction Act (IRA)is
the most significant climate legislation
that any country on the planet has ever
passed,and Coloradohadabighandin
not only passing this bill — but shaping
it,” said Sen. Bennet. “This is a moment
when we're finallyinvestingin America
again,addressing our changingclimate,
leading the energy transition, and
building an economy that when it
grows — it grows for everyone, not just
those at the top”

Within a year of being made law,
the legislation has brought significant
benefits to the San Luis Valley in
supportofboth thefuture ofagricultural
professionals and protection and
conservation of the valley’s wildlife
habitats and recreational opportunities
on public lands.

As was reported in the Valley
Courier July 21 edition (“ASU receives
$4.6 million inaugural grant”), the
university) will receive the funds over
the next five years for the inaugural,
“From Learningto Leading: Cultivating
the Next Generation of Diverse Food
and Agriculture Professionals Program,”
supporting student scholarships and
paid internships through 2028. With
funds allocated in the legislation, ASU
is part of a USDA $262.5 million grant
investing in institutions of higher
education to foster the next generation
of diverse agricultural professionals
across the nation.

More than $11 million was also
allocated to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) in Colorado for
two “Restoration Landscape” areas, with
the San Luis Valley selected as one of
two areas for investment.

According to the BLM website,
“Ecologically critical wetlands and
riparian areas provide habitat for
numerous birds and federally listed
species, and the San Luis Restoration
Landscape Area is sacred to a number
of Tribes.

“Investments in restoring this
landscape provideaunique opportunity
for the BLM to conserve and restore
wildlife habitat and fisheries, improve
hunting and fishing opportunities,
and foster climate resilience while
benefiting historically underserved,
disproportionately impacted
communities.

“Projects will protect cultural and
historic resources, expand recreational
uses, and manage fuels and water
resources at the headwaters of one of
America’s great rivers, the Rio Grande”

“The San Luis Valley Restoration
Landscape will enhance riparian
ecosystems like Blanca Wetlands and
lands along the Rio Grande, increasing
hunting, fishing, and other outdoor
recreation opportunities,” says BLM
Colorado Director Doug Vilsack.

The United States Department
of Agriculture Rural Development
describes the IRA as “the largest single
investmentinrural electrification since

the passage of the Rural Electrification
Actin 19367

As a member of the Senate Finance
Committee, Bennet helped write and
pass the long-term clean energy tax
credits in the IRA, including those for
solar, wind, and battery manufacturing.

Bennet also secured direct pay
provisions to allow rural electric
cooperatives, public power companies,
Tribes, and other entities without tax
liability to access clean energy tax
credits, which is a first.

He further advocated for the nearly
$14 billion to invest in clean energy
in rural America and lower costs
for families in those communities,
including nearly $10 billion to help
rural electric cooperatives transition
to clean energy.

Thoseinvestmentsarealreadyplaying
out at the state level with the legislation
attracting significant investment to
Colorado, including a $250 million
investment from VSK Energy to build
a solar panel manufacturing facility
in Brighton, a $40 million investment
from Vestas Wind Systems to upgrade
its Windsor and Brighton factories,
and a $400 million investment from
Meyer Burger Technologies to build
a solar cell manufacturing facility in
Colorado Springs.

Bennet also successfully pushed
for $20 billion in working lands
conservation measures and $5 billion
to restore the health of our forests to
prevent wildfires, modeled after his
Outdoor Restoration Partnership Act.
Restoring the health of our forests,
especially in the watershed, is key to
water conservation.

“The law is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to build critical

infrastructure, to protect communities
from wildfire and extreme heat and
to drive climate-smart agriculture
and renewable energy initiatives
nationwide;” a statement from Bennet’s
office reads.

A study gauging the success of the
IRA inreducingcarbon emissionsso far
was published on June 29 in the journal
“Science”. The study was conducted by
nine research teams across the nation,
including the prestigious Princeton
team led by leading scientist Jesse
Jenkins.

Those research teams found that
the IRA will dramatically cut U.S
carbon emissions, with economy-wide
emissionsreductionsbetween43%and
48% below 2005 levels by 2035. That's
not enough to reach 50% below peak
levels by 2030, as the U.S. has pledged.

“IRA doubles the pace of reductions
butshouldhavetripledittohitour2030
climate goals and get on the path to
net-zero by 2050,” says Jenkins.

Specifically, before the IRA, the
U.S. was cutting its carbon emissions
by about 2% per year. With the IRA,
Jenkins’ team estimates that pace
doubled, jumpingtoabout4%annually.

To reach 50% below peak levels by
2030 and net-zero over the next three
decades, the country would need to cut
carbon emissions by about 6% per year.

“We need to build on the historic
success of the IRA with robust
regulations and additional state and
federal policies to close the emissions
gap, Jenkinssays. “Wehavetodomore”

Senator Bennet is scheduled to visit
the San Luis Valley on Tuesday and
Wednesday of this week. He will visit
with cityand county officialsand alocal
heritage site.

transportation... The Zinger.

Throughout the ages, there have
bean many important advances in
mobility. Canes, walkers, rollators,
and scooters were created to help
people with mobility issues get around
and retain their independence. Lately,
however, there haven't been any
new improvements to these existing
products or developments in this field.
Until now. Recently, an innovative
design engineer who's developed
one of the world's most popular
products created a completely new
breakthrough . . . a personal electric
vehicle, It's called the Zinger, and
there is nothing out there quite like it

"What my wife especially loves is
it gives her back feelings of safety
and independence which has given
a real boost to her confidence and
happiness! Thank You™

=Kent C., Callfornia

The first thing you'll notice about
the Zinger is its unique look. It
doesn't lock like a scooter. Its sleek,
lightweight yet durable frame |s made
with aircraft grade aluminum so it
weighs only 47.2 |bs. It features one-
touch folding and unfolding = when
folded it can be wheeled around
like a suitcase and fits easily into a

l;, 3
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Joystick can be mounted on the right or left pde |
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Mow available in |
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The Invention of the Year

The world’s lightest and most portable maobility device

Once in a lifetime, a product comes along
that truly moves people. Introducing the
future of battery-powered personal

anjoying ile never getd ald™
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The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.
backseat or trunk. Then, there are
the steering levers. They enable the
Zinger to move forward, backward,
turn on a dime and even pull right up
to a table or desk. With Its compact
yet powerful motor it can go up to
& miles an hour and its rechargeable
battery can go up to 8 miles on a
single charge. With its low center
of gravity and inflatable tires it can
handle rugged terrain and is virtually
tip-proof. Think about it, you can take
your Zinger almost anywhere, 50 you
don't have to let mobility issues rule
your life.

Why take our word for it? Call now,
and find out how you can get a Zinger
of your very own.

« Journey
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Photo courtesy of Senator Michael Bennet’s office
Senator Michael Bennetjoined by Governor Jared Polisand U.S. Colorado
Representatives Yadiro Caraveo and Brittany Pettersen in Brighton.

Blanca
Wetlands,
part of the
San Luis
Valley
Restoration
Project
funded

by the
Inflation
Reduction
Act.

Photo courtesy
of the Bureau
of Land
Management

20% OFF

OF TOTAL PURCHASE®

LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY
MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER 5YSTEM.
SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT
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Wildland fires on the San Juan National Forest continue

Drivers should exercise
caution on Hwy 160 near
Pagosa Springs due to
emergency vehicle traffic

By JOHN WATERS

The 1,372-acre Dry Lake Fire, burning
in the First Notch area of the Columbine
Ranger District, did not grow on Monday
and is now 47 percent contained.

Firefighters are continuing to mop up and
secure the fireline. Pockets of vegetation
inside the fireline continue to smolder
and burn, though fire activity and smoke
production will decrease through the week.
A lightning strike on July 30 ignited the
burn.

The indirect fire suppression tactics
used by fire managers have resulted in the
successful thinning of overgrown oak brush
and grass growing in the understory of the
ponderosa pine forest cover. According
to the forest service, the benefits of this
strategy include reducing hazardous fuels,
encouraging native plant growth, increasing
species diversity, and enriching wildlife
forage.

The Unmanned Aerial System (UAS), or
drone provided continued critical aerial
imagery for firefighters. The UAS platform
is equipped with an infrared camera that
can detect sources of heat on the ground
below. Firefighters repeatedly utilized the
UAS to patrol the fire containment lines and
did not discover any sources of heat outside
of the established perimeter, according to
the forest service.

Smoke will continue to be visible to
travelers along Highway 160 between
Bayfield and Pagosa Springs and to some
residents in Ignacio and Archuleta County.
There may be extra fire vehicle traffic in the
area and along First Notch Road (FR 620)

BECAUSE
YOUR
FOUNDATION
IS CRACKED.

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

CGroundworks

GET A FREE INSPECTION

mit

FOUNDATION REPAIR
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
CRAWL SPACE REPAIR
COMCRETE LIFTING

throughout the week.

As of 2:30 p.m. on Monday, the Quartz
Ridge Fire was, burning approximately three
miles into the South San Juan Wilderness
and has grown from 19 to 130 acres in the
last 24 hours. Firefighters are unable to
directly engage the fire due to fire behavior,
the remote location, and firefighter risk
associated with the terrain and working
in dead and down trees. Fire managers
continue to develop a strategic plan to
suppress the fire should it move into terrain
more favorable to engagement.

The Quartz Ridge Fire is expected to
remain in a remote location of the South
San Juan Wilderness. The Quartz Meadows
Road (NFSR#685), the Quartz Ridge Trail
(NFST#570) and the Quartz Creek Trail
(NFST#571) are closed to the public.

Drivers should watch for increased fire
vehicle traffic in the area of Highway 160
and Forest Service Road 667, East of Pagosa
Springs.

Fire crews from other teams in the region
as well as out of state assisted in these fires
and the San Juan National Forest issued this
statement in appreciation:

“The collaboration amongst partners in
Southwest Colorado directly contributes to
the success of our firefighting organizations.
Abigthankyou goesoutto Upper Pine River
Fire Protection District for their support
of the #Dry Lake fire. UPFPD is hosting
the Incident Management Team in their
outstanding Admin building, giving fire
personnel an excellent Incident Command
Post location to plan and prepare for daily
operations on the Dry Lake fire.

“And to our partner and cooperating
agencies fighting fire with us, thank you!
We are working alongside local crews from
Los Pinos Fire District, Durango Fire &
Rescue, Upper Pine, as well as out-of-area
crews from Idaho, Missouri, South Dakota,
and eastern Colorado.”

Photo courtey us ort Service
Julie Pitney of the Shadow Canyon Type II Initial Attack crew out of Boulder uses a drip
torch to burn fire fuels on the Dry Lake Fire on the San Juan National Forest on Aug. 7.
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is excited about the coming event,
officially called SoCo Sudsand Sounds
featuring the Poor Boy Car Show.

“Imreallyhappytoseehowthisevent
has evolved and grown over the past 3
years. Addinga free concert in the park
istheperfectwaytowind up the festival,
Locksaid. “We especially want to thank
the LOR Foundation (Monte Vista) and
High Mountain Ag for sponsoring all
of the entertainment this year”

This will be the third car show
brought to Monte Vista by the
OptiMystics and the Poor Boy Car
Club.

Richard Garcia, president, and
organizer of the Poor Boy Car Club
is also looking forward to the event.

“This all started when we met the
OptiMystics, and werealized thatall of
ushad somethingin common,” Garcia
said. “We love hosting these events,
bringing people together and seeing
the community enjoy themselves. Our
Car club also gives money every year
to families in need”

Lastyear they gave $3,000 to families
who needed assistance due to medical
illness.

“This is a great event that brings

people together from everywhere,”
Garcia said. “We are excited about
putting this on, and we enjoy working
with the OptiMystics on this. They are
a great group promoting growth and
positivity to the town. We are hoping
to have more cars than last year, and
registration is still open. Last year we
brought people from New Mexicoand
all over the Valley. I am excited that we
get to do this again. Come on out. We
are hoping to reach our goal of 100
cars this year”

The show will also feature a kid’s
bouncy house, Hall Way’s Escape
Room and the Monte Vista Parks and
Recreation Department is having a
Cornhole Tournament. The SLV Sword
Guild will be holding demonstrations
on martial arts from the Middle Ages
and Renaissance era, during the day.
There will be an air guitar contest
during the concert, with plaques
handed out to the winners.

More entertainment includes
performances by the Monte Vista
Youth Cheerleaders, MS KAIS
Academy of Performing Arts, and
The Novel Nomads.

There will also be various food

trucks and alcoholic drinks including
Colorado Farm Brewery, Angelicas
Dreamcicles, Tacos Martinez, Fuel
by Blessed, Chef Charles, and the
Suavecito Grill.

“With under two weeks until the
event, we have more vendors than last
year and expect even more by Aug.
19 Lock said.

OptiMystics Secretary and
Announcer Roy Aiken said, “Live

FAC I L I TY Continued from Page 1A e ———_—_—

got the national forest right around
it. It gives us a lot of space we can
do gardens and other activities
to develop the site. For most of
the seniors this is a much better
environment than the city. We can
put in gardens and add activities”

Gillette said the assisted living
building that is nearly complete will
house eight people. They plan to put
up multiple buildings.

“We also just got a grant to build
a daycare-type facility behind the
assisted living building,” Gillette
said. “That will work out really well,
too. There’s a lot of people who have
a parent or someone with them and
they need a place to take them while
they are working. A lot of these
people are functioning well, they
justneed someone to make sure they
are OK and that is what this other
building will be”

Gillette said the grant will pay for
the whole building, too, and “this will
be put in very quickly, within about
six weeks to two months”

The building that is almost done,
is about three-quarters done and
is key to the remaining structures.

“Wehaveputinalltheinfrastructure
for the multi-building complex in
that one, too, the plumbing, the
inner hookups, the ground hookups,
so it took a lot longer, but as we add
all the other buildings, it will go a

Gillette said.

The idea for the Valley to Valley
Senior CareLiving Center began with
Eve Braden. Braden is passionate
abouthelping the senior community
thrive. Braden’s father suffered from
Alzheimer’s disease and Braden
moved her father from New Yorkand
to live with her in Colorado, so that
he could have a better quality of life.

Braden’s father passed away, but
she wanted to do something to
honor his memory. Braden began
the Valley to Valley Senior Care
non-profit organization in 2006.
She is currently the chief executive
officer and the facility director for
the Valley to Valley Senior Center
in Salida.

In November of 2022, the
expansion to Saguache for a new
Valley to Valley Senior Center began.
That month they broke ground on
the new center.

Braden works diligently to ensure
the employees in Salida are fully
trained to provide quality and
professional care to the residents and
plans to do the same in Saguache.

In memory of her father, who was
a World War II Veteran, the facility
in Salida houses Veteran and non-
Veteran residents and Saguache will
do the same. The Saguache living
facility will have a commercial
kitchen, library, diningarea, exercise

for its residents.

Gillette is excited to see the
completion of the building.

“I am happy to be a part of it all,
to see this all coming together,” she
said. “There are other buildings that
stillneed to be constructed before it’s
all complete, but we are gaining. We
don’t have a list of residents waiting
yet, but there isknowledge out there
of the center so we know that it will
fill up fast. It’s nice to see something
like this happening, this will really
help our older residents stay with a
sense of community, and help their
family members stay close to them.”

Gillette said they accept and
appreciate donations “big or small
they all go to the completion of our
center”

Formoreinformation or to donate,
contact Gillette at 515-480-1636.

Subscribe Online!
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music is the key change this year.
We've got top-shelf local Valley acts
performing starting at 3 p.m. We'll
knowhowgoodit’s going by how many
car show guys stay past 5 p.m., because

Courtesy photo

proper style. Everyone should be good
and energized for the harvest season”

For vendor information contact the
OptiMystics, at 719-239-1811 or visit
online optimystics.org.

For car show information or to
register, contact Poor Boy Car Club
President Garcia at 719-580-2673.

the music is going until sundown. If
nothing else, Suds ‘n’ Sounds should
be the party to send off the summer in

Request For Proposal (RFP) Trash and Rubbish removal

Saguache County is looking for a contractor for the removal of and disposal of trash, rubbish,
debris, and assorted waste materials from land located in Saguache County. This shall include,
but not be limited to, the removal and disposal of trailers, building materials, trash, debris,
asbestos, and various materials that require removal. This position shall be on call or as need-
ed. Bids should include, but not be limited to, hourly rates, and the rate for special material
removal that may not be allowed for disposal in a land fill or conventional waste facility.

For question, please email Amber Wilson at atorrez@saguachecounty-co.gov or call 719-
655-2231.

Proposal may be emailed, mailed or hand delivered. Email RFP to atorrez@saguachecoun-
ty-co.gov, mail to PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or hand delivered to 505 3 Street,
Saguache, CO.

Proposals must be received by 3pm on Thursday, August 31, 2023.

No. 1675 gublished in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, July 27 and August 3, 10,17
and 24, 2023.

RESOLUTION
Call for Nominations
Board of Directors Election, November 7, 2023
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Education of Center Consolidated School District
26]T in the County of Saguache, State of Colorado, calls for nomination of candidates for
school directors to be placed on the ballot for the regular biennial school election to be held
on Tuesday, November 7, 2023.
At this election 3 directors will be elected representing the following director districts for
a term of office of four years: Director of District C and 2 Directors for Members at Large.
To be qualified, a candidate must have been a registered elector of the school district for at
least 12 consecutive months before the election and a resident of the director district which
will be represented. A person is ineligible to run for school director if he or she has been
convicted of committing a sexual offense against a child.
A person who desires to be a candidate for school director shall file a written notice of
intention to be a candidate and a nomination petition signed by at least 25 eligible electors
who are registered to vote in the regular biennial school election.
Nomination petitions may be obtained at the Center Schools Administration Office, locat-
ed at 550 S. Sylvester Ave. Center, CO 81125. Office hours are 8:00PM - 4:00PM, Monday
through Thursday.
The Board of Education hereby directs the designated election official to publish this call for
nominations no earlier than August 9, 2023 and no later than August 24, 2023.
Completed petitions shall be submitted to Roseann Martinez no later than 4:00 PM. on
September 1, 2023.
IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, the Board of Education of Center Consolidated School District
26]T., County of Saguache, State of Colorado has caused this call for nominations to be

given this 18th day of July, 2023.
& —

CENTER COMNSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 28T
Board Secretary/Treasurer

BOARD OF CATION
Board irﬂ.}ﬂml or Vice Presidont

No. 1676 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, August 10, 2023.

Saguache County Landfill
RATE

RMNEWVW RATES EFFECTIWVE:

INCREASE NOTICE

Sdupust 15, 2023

lot quicker with all of this in place,” room, and other accommodations ____ Services | Current Rate New Rate
Min. Trash Charge (200 lbs. and under) 56.00 &7.00
Add'l Charge/100lbs - {201 Ibs. and abowve] 52.00 52.00
_Untarped or Uncontained Charge 520,00 —— 520.00 —
"Burnables 51.20 51.50D
Construction Debris (non-compactabla) $2.00 52.00
*Commercial ([compacted)/ton $17.90 5185.50 |
Frean Unit (w/cenificave of froon removal) 537.00 537.00
_____Junk Vehicle No Charge with Title _Ne Charge with Title |
Mobile Home: — in County $500.00 $500.00 :
STHIgbilE Hohed — Let afbolnty, $1000.00 Sk Eahaa ;
Small Animal (400 Ibs, and undar) 5140.00 510.00 |
*Large Animal (201 Ibs. and above) $19.00 $20.00 |
Passenger/Light Truck Tires (no rim) 55.00 55.00
Passenger/Light Truck Tires (with rim) 510.00 S10.00 '
Truck/Large Tires (no rim} 512.00 $12.00
Truck/Large Tires [with rim} 523.00 523.00
— _*Tractor Tires (no rim)_ 520,00 = $25.00
< — — - Tyactor Fices (with vim) $27.00
Large Furalturs {mattresses, box springs, veclineeesc) | $10.00 | - e e
_Recyclables (see website for accepted items) | Regular Trash Rates Apply Regular Trash Rates Apply
Metal ______MNoCharge | = NoCharge |
Non-Friable Asbestos MO LONGER ACCEPTING MO LONGER ACCEPTING |

Mew Fates Wwill Be posted on the county website under the landfill tak:

Dirwet Phone Muemibar to Landfill:

Mixed loads will be charged as trash

THE FOLLOWING WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AT THE SAGUACHE COUMNTY LANDFILL:
Mo Hot/Smaoldering Trash, Mo Electranics, No Paint Cans (Wet or Dry)

No Hazardous Materials [Needles, Batteries, Light Bulbs or HUMAN BODILY FLLIDS OR WASTE)
*Anyons caught dumping Hazardous Materials will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law

saguachecounty.colaorado, gov

Saguadhe County Lang T
25125 Kelly Road / CR 55

Saguache, OO 31149
719-221-1856
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Reyna Martinez brings wealth of experience as new RETAC Coordinator

By DONNA WEHE
Director of Communications, SLV
Health

ALAMOSA —ReynaMartinezmay
look familiar because you may have
met her as an ER Tech at SLVH RMC,
an EMS responder with Alamosa
Ambulance, a Victim Advocate for
the SLV, or bringing meals to first
responders. Sherecentlyaccepted the
position as the Regional Emergency
Medical and Trauma Advisory
Council (RETAC) Coordinator for
the San Luis Valley. She brings all
of this experience to the position,
plus a passion for the medical field
and coordinating activities in the
community. Especially, she is excited
about prevention and coordinating
resources.

There are 11 RETAC:s in the state
of Colorado, which are authorized to
provide a coordinating approach to
emergency medical and trauma care.
Each council consists of five or more
participating counties, which appoint
individuals who volunteer their time
to support the EMS and Trauma
systems across the region. Check out
their website at SLVRETAC.org.

Reyna has been busy in her new

role coordinating resources, grants,
education, training, and outreach in
the region. She listens to the needs of
the ten agencies that she coordinates
with to individualize their needs.
Maybe their need is for additional
training, or perhaps assistance with
a grant for equipment...she is able
to obtain resources and share the
information across these agencies,
saving them time and effort.

“With the coordinating and
collaboration of SLV RETAC and
other agencies across the San Luis
Valley, our firstresponders will receive
the supportand resourcestheyneedin
order for themto continueserving our
community and provide high-quality
care to the community, stated Reyna.

The SLV RETACadopted the motto
of “One Mission, One Team,” to stand
united for all of the first responders
in the region. “Our goal is to stand
behind our first responders who
have committed their lives to public
service. They strive to serve with a
passion, taking on difficult duties.
When the communityisinneed, these
agencies unite together as one team,
working in unison.”

Roni Wisdom, Alamosa County

Manager, remarked on the resources
Reyna is already bringing to the
valley. “She brought access to mental
health services to all of the first
responders and their families. She
helped coordinate the SLV Teen
Justice League for crime prevention
activities, and she is supporting
all of the services across the valley
with food, training, and grants. She
personally started dinners for first
responders who were working on
Christmas. Everyoneappreciates how
she brings us all together”

Reyna appreciates all that Alamosa
Countyhasdoneto supportherefforts
and RETAC. “Although I am working
for SLV RETAC, Iam also working in
conjunction with Alamosa Countyin
order to be able to apply for all these
grants and bring these additional
programsand resources to the region.
The Peace Officer Mental Health
program, SLV Teen Justice League,
SLV PR.O.M., and Shield 10-78 are
allmade possible because of Alamosa
County’s willingness to be the fiscal
agent. These are all reimbursement
grants, money RETAC does not have,
and therefore Alamosa County has
allowed me to apply for these grants

Wheeler Road repairs began Aug. 7

CONTRIBUTED

DELNORTE—TheDivideRanger
District announced Thursday, Aug.
3, the start of repairs to Forest Road
600, which provides access to the
popular Wheeler Geologic Area.
To accommodate heavy equipment
moving in narrow areas and provide
for public safety during the repair
process, motor vehicle access to the
road will remain closed until repairs
are completed.

“I am pleased to announce that
the repairs are beginning on this
popular road,” said Kristen Schmidt,
acting ranger for the Divide District.
“The road will re-open when we
have mitigated all the severely
damaged sections and are confident
that no further resource damage
will occur by having the road open.”

The timing of repairs on this
road was a difficult balance for the
forest’s road crew. The availability of
equipment and qualified operators
needed to align with snow melt and
other conditions. Schmidt reminds
forest users that this road has always
been a difficult 4-wheel drive road
and the repairs will not change this
character.

Aswith therecentannouncement
of Continental Bridge repairs
starting, the district is asking the
public to be patient and avoid this
area during construction, to ensure
everyone’s safety.

Forest engineers have been
planning the work for several
months. Special heavy equipment
has been ordered and will arrive
within days. Therepairsare expected

South Fork Friends
Foundation sets dates for
annual SOFAAR Burro race

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — The second
annual Alder Ass race is trotting
into South Fork at the beginning of
September and with it comes two
days of fun and festivities. South
Fork Friends Foundation President
Luke Brennan is excited and ready
to bring another year of fun to the
small mountain town just in time for
summer to drift into fall.

The Second Annual South Fork
Alder Ass Race will be on Sept. 2 at
Brown’s Park, 86 County Route 15,
South Fork.

“For 2023, we will have more
racers, spectators, volunteers, and
vendors. There is a pre-race party
the night before (Friday, Sept. 1) at
the new Wolf Creek LOGE for racers,
volunteers, sponsorsandisopento the
public. There will be several famous
burros present for petting, photo
opportunities, and autographs,” said
Brennan. The pre-race party begins
at 5:30 p.m.

Last year’s race was a huge success
with just shy of 60 competitors who
lined up along the starting line near
Brown’s Park. The course meandered
its way along the banks of the Rio
Grandeandinto the Alder Creek area
before turnine back and ending at the

starting point.

Burroracinghas gained popularity
in the past few years, including in
South fork and neighboring areas
in the San Luis Valley. One thing for
certain when it comes to burro racing
is that the burros enjoy what they do
andlook forward toitevery year right
along with their handlers.

Each burro is equipped with a pack
saddle carrying traditional mining
gear of gold pan, pick, and shovel for
the 8-mile and 19.25-mile courses.
Items may be carried inside saddle
bags or maybeattached and displayed
on the pack saddle. Traditional
mining gear may be checked at the
finish line. There is no minimum
weight requirement for burros to
carry.

According to Brennan, the race
needs more volunteers.

“There are a large number of
volunteer positions available from
working the registration table
to timers, aid station personnel,
ticket sellers, parking attendants,
photographers, and more. We will
take all the help we can get said
Brennan.

To volunteer, or for more
information, call, or text Brennan at
315-382-6200.

to take approximately four weeks to
complete. If the road has no other
safety issues after that time, it will
be reopened.

Access to the road was closed
on Sept. 27, 2022, after heavy
monsoonal rains produced severe
runoff, creating washouts, mud
bogs, and dangerous undercuts in
the road corridor. Many vehicles
got stuck and required others to
assist with getting them out. With
minimal options available for repair
or bypass, Forest engineers advised
the closure.

Access to the Wheeler Geologic
Area is still available by a long foot
hike or horseback ride.

under their supervision to be able to
provide these servicesand resources.”

The Shield 1078 grant allows
Reyna to purchase needed food for
first responders who may have long
events where they cannot leave the
location. 82% of first responders in
the SLV have already used some of
the mental wellness services. And the
first community event, a swim night,
supported by the SLV Teen Justice
League, will be held at Splashland
on August 18.

“I learned from my mother who
is a registered nurse, that when you
receive, you give back. That is the
motto of my work ethic. To give back,
to bring needed resources, and to
listen to the community toidentify the
needs. I am honored to support all of
our first responders in this new role.”

Reyna Martinez

Reyna may be reached at slvretac8@
gmail.com.
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I did it all wrong for years. And I
was miserable! I'm talking about my
attitude and my stinkin’ thinkin’ that
was focused on the thought “What
about me?!” And it came out in my
behavior: If I didn’t get my way all the
time, I tried to control other people
through my temper.

I honestly didn't know what my
Eroblem was until God spoke to my

eart one day and said, “You're selfish.
You've studied My Word about spiritual
warfare, grosperity, healing, having
power and authority as a believer in
Christ...but how much time have you
studied about My love?”

That was the beginning of discovering
that T would never be happy and have

eace until I learned to love like Jesus
oves.

One of the first messages God put on
my heart to teach was titled “Tell Them
I Love Them. At first, I didn’t want to
do it. I thought, People already know
You love them, God. I want to teach a
really powerful message...somethin
they haven't heard before. But Go
showed me that if people really knew
He loved them ané) wlg)at that means,
then they would live much differently
than they do.

See, when we know and experience
God’s love, we can share it with others.
Imagine what the world would be like
if everyone who calls themselves a
Christian would really love each other
with His love. Think about it. There
would be no gossip, no judgment or
criticism, no exclusive attitudes that
make others feel rejected, and peoples
needs would be met much more than
they are.

Thankfully, Jesus gave us very real,
practical examples 0? how we can love
the way God loves us.

Loving Others “to the Highest
Degree”

John 13:1 says Jesus “loved them
to the last and to the highest degree”
(AMP). In the following verses, He
demonstrates what it means to love

How You Can Have the
Best Relationships

others like this. And it shocked the
disciples.

In those days, there were servants
who washed people’s feet when they
came to visit. Its likely they were
considered the lowliest servants in the
household. Now Jesus, the Son of God
Himself, got up from supper, took the
servant’s towel, and proceeded to wash
the disciples feet. His message to them
was to love one another by being a
servant, because God wants His love
to flow through us and touch other
people’s lives.

Love is not just a feeling or a theory;
it's a decision we make and an action
we take. It’s so important for us to study
what the Bible teaches about God’s love
so we can learn to love like Jesus. And
we have to pray for God to help us learn
how to walk in love—to be a servant
who “washes feet” by helping others.

Washing Others’ Feet

Matthew 7:12 (NIV) says, “So in
ever{thing, do to others what you
would have them do to you...” This is
so critical because if we want to have
meaningful relationships with others,
then we need to invest in their lives
by giving them support, encouraging
them, helping to meet their needs—
serving them as we're able to do it.

Its easy to help people you like or
those you want to impress. But when it
comes to doing something for someone
Kou don’t know or someone you don’t

ave a natural interest in, it can be a
different story. And sometimes we don’t
feel like serving our family. I know from
personal experience that people can be
willing to help others at church or work,
but they arent willing to do the same
things for their family.

I've learned that what I do in front
of people Fublicly won't really mean
anything it 'm not living a life that
pleases God at home, too. I thought
I would die of frustration before I
finally got this, so I know it’s not easy.
We have to realize were naturally
selfish, and we must make a conscious

Mmfilg Up Higher

Joyce il
Meyer -

decision to think of others on purpose
or we'll miss many opportunities to
serve them.

I want to encourage you to read
John 13 and pay close attention to what
Jesus did and what He said. Spend
some time studying scriptures about
God’s love and pray for Him to show
you ways you can serve the people in
your life. See how many creative ways
God puts in your heart to “wash feet”
You'll probably find it’s easier and more
simple than you thought it would be to
help make someoness [ife better.

God wants us to have success and
enjoy our lives. The secret to having this
life is to die to self, get over being the
center of your world, and begin to focus
on looking for someone who needs
your help every day. When you do this,
you'll become more satisfied, content,
Eeac$ful and happy than you've ever

een!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s
four-part teaching resource Enjoying
Successful Relationships. You can also
contact us to receive our Efree magazine,
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800)
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org.

%oyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, includin:
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND an
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit
www.joycemeyer.orgl._h

Please  note: e views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
of the respective authors and do not
necessarily reflect those of Joyce Meyer
Ministries.
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Local scouts on ‘trip of a lifetime’

Floating the
Yukon River

By KEITH R. CERNY

SAN LUIS VALLEY — A group
of mostly local scouts from local
BSA Troop 307 (boys) and 1307
(girls) embarked on an epic canoe
trip earlier this week, floating the
mighty Yukon River from Dawson
City in Yukon Territory down river
to Circle, Alaska.

According to local scoutmaster
Matt Abbey, the Yukon River is
notable for flowing the wrong
direction, northward, for much
of its 2,000-mile trip to the sea, as
well as being one of the longest and
largest rivers in North America.

“Our local scouts will tackle a
very scenic 200-mile section of the
Yukon which includes exploration
of Yukon-Charley Rivers National
Preserve, mining ghost towns,
river paddle-wheeler graveyards,
arctic bush communities,
roadhouses and abandoned gold
dredges,” Abbey said. “They will
become steeped in the history
of the Klondike Gold Rush, the
works of Robert Service and Jack
London while working on their
merit badges, camping skills, and
advancements.”

He added that this is a “trip of
a lifetime, and our scouts have
worked diligently on their skills
and preparation.”

The group will be on the river
Aug. 3-10, with a haul out and
recovery near the Arctic Circle,
followed by a long drive south to
Fairbanks, AK from where they’ll
return to Colorado.

Abbey gave special thanks to
St. Paul’s Anglican Church in
Dawson City for hosting the scouts
for a few days ahead of the river
embarkment and to the Fairbanks
Alaska Princess Lodge for letting
the group camp on their lawn after
the trip.

Scouts slept on the floor of the
church Wednesday after a planning
meeting to discuss bears, moose,
water rescue and buddy boats.
Many in the group visited museums
and other historic sites in Dawson
and completed a service project
by weeding the front courtyard of
the church.

Canoes and all other equipment
for the trip were booked ahead
in Alaska so it didn’t have to be
shipped there.
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Updates will be provided as social
media services allow, Abbey said.

The following is a journal entry
by William Walker, 14, of Del Norte,
a first-class scout in Troop 307:

“Day one flight one we arrived at
the airport in Denver. We checked
in our bags,and we were on our way.
We went through the north gate
at airport security. We had gotten
through the hustle and bustle with
30 minutes to spare. After we had
a bite to eat it was time to leave at
7:30 a.m. mountain standard time.
As we boarded the plane, fastened
our seat belts and took off, we
whispered to ourselves goodbye
Colorado.

“We saw incredible sites on the
plane from mountains to oceans,
fields and valleys. Then it was over.
We got off the plane in Vancouver,
Canada. Although we had still had
two flights ahead of us. It was 11:00
a.m. and our flight wasn’t until 1:30.
We ate lunch and played games till
it was time to leave again. We sat
down and fastened our seat belts,
and we were ready to take off.

“Third flight. We took pictures
and admired the view then we

landed in White Horse Yukon
where we waited a long time for
the final leg of journey. This time
we were flying to Dawson with Air
North. As they told us to set our
seatbacks and tray tables to their
full upright positions we knew this
was going to be a good trip.
“When we landed, our canoe and
equipment outfitter was there and
ready to pick us up and drive us
to town. That night we stayed in a
church and wereready to go to sleep
and have a great day the next day”

Scouts from the San Luis Valley are shown preparing to shove off on the
banks of the Yukon River in Alaska.
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Covered Wagon Days is set for the first weekend in August beginning on Aug. 3. Del Norte will be a hot spot for
fun for the entire family with everything from a car show and a parade to abook sale and ice cream.

Covered Wagon Days sets schedule
for first weekend in August

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — It is hard to
believe that the summer is quickly
coming to a close and that the annual
Covered Wagon Days celebration
is just a few weeks away. This year
events will take place beginning on
Aug. 3 with two quilt shows coming
to town and then three days of fun
and activities for the entire family.

These wonderful quilt shows high-
light local talents of quilters from
around the Valley and beyond.
Kathy’s Fabric Trunk is always an
intriguing and fanciful place to visit
even when a quilt show is not taking
place but when the quilts are brought
out and hung along the walls, it
transforms into a quilter’s dream.
Kathy’s Fabric Trunk Quilt Show runs
through Saturday, Aug. 5.

The San Luis Valley Quilt Guild
will once again be gracing the halls
and show rooms at the Rio Grande
County Museum with their assort-

Creede Ladies Aid Soc1ety hosts

S IIVEN 1110

Studio Tour

ment of quilts that they have worked
on for several months. Each year, the
quilt guild prepares what are called
Challenge Quilts for different catego-
ries, and these are on display for two
weeks beginning Aug. 1. People that

come to the show are encouraged to
vote for their favorite.

Friday will feature the annual
Veteran’s dinner and auction which
will be held at the High Valley Com-

Please see DAYS on Page 3

Courtesy photos

Beforeand duringpictures show thework that goesinto the Creede Ladies Aid
Rummage Sale fundraiser. This annual event was a hit again this year, raising
funding to help support those in need throughout Creede and the Valley.

& 1Ll Studio & Gallery Tours
Demonstrations = Q&A
Art for Purchase
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Rhythms on the Rio
sets stage for locals

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DELNORTE — With only one week
until Covered Wagon Daysand Rhythms
ontheRio,South Fork Music Association
and event coordinator Scott Stecken
and his team
of volunteers
are gearing up
for the busy
weekend, Aug.
4-6.

The music
kicks off on
Thursday, Aug.
3, withaspecial concertin the Del Norte
Town Park to close out the summer
music program. The Town of Del Norte,
in partnership with Rhythms on the
Rio, brought one of the bands from the
concert to play for free and to celebrate
the beginning of the weekend-long
festival which runs Aug. 4, 5, and 6.

Friday night gets funky with a touch
of good jiving soul with headliners The
Motet. According to their bio, “Forming
over twodecadesago, thefunkfive—piece
The Motet have learned to work as an
interlocking unit, with each member
bolstering one another towards the
best creative output. This symbiosis
has led to a unique style and cohesive
musical chemistry, as seen in the band’s
immaculate live performances and
seamless blend of funk, soul, jazz, and
rock”

Thefestivalgroundslocatedjustnorth
of Del Norte will be packed with food
vendors, craft vendors and even the tie-
dye tent will be back.

Stecken also confirmed that the
morning yoga classes, and other
activitieswillbeavailablethroughoutthe
weekend. Locals wanting to come and
enjoy the lineup can do so and receive a
local'sdiscount off of tickets. Tickets can
be bought online or at Trade and Post

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

CREEDE — As the oldest
organization in Creede, the Ladies
Aid Society brought another year’s
fundraisertoacloseonJuly13,and once
again, the community that supports
this annual event showed up in style.
Theannual Creede Ladies Aid Society’s
Rummage Sale was a huge success, and
the organization thanks the community
for all the support over the years.

The Ladies Aid Society was
established in 1899. Being such a
small town, residents have had to rely
upon one another in times of need. In
true community spirit, the Ladies Aid
Society continuesto thisdayits mission

in Del Norte and at the gate each day.

Saturday night is all about bluegrass
and folk music. Headliners for Saturday
night are The Kitchen Dwellers and
according to their bio, they are full of
colorful tunes
that will please
crowds of all
ages. “Kitchen
Dwellers twist
bluegrass,
folk, and rock
through a
kaleidoscope of
homegrown stories, rich mythology;
American west wanderlust, and
psychedelic hues”

Sunday closes out with the award-
winning Infamous String Dusters. “The
GRAMMY Award-winning quintet
— Andy Falco [guitar], Chris Pandolfi
[banjo], Andy Hall [dobro], Jeremy
Garrett[fiddle],and Travis Book [double
bass] — have musical influences that
truly run the gamut, but their common
denominatoriscertainlybluegrass— the
sound that has in essence defined the
course of their career. The Infamous
String Dustersstand outastherare group
who can team up with contemporary
artists on late night television one night
and headline the legendary Red Rocks
Amphitheatre or perform alongside
The Grateful Dead’s Phil Lesh and have
recently emerged as proprietors behind
their newly found independent record
label, Americana Vibes”

Otherbandsthatwill play throughout
the weekend and bring flare and good
vibes wherever they go include Cabinet
with LarryKeel, The Brothers Comatose,
Lindsay Lou, Shinyribs, The Hip
Abduction, T-K, and the Holy-Know-
Nothings and so much more.

Forthefulllineupandscheduleofevents,
visit https://thythmsontherio.com.

successful fundraiser

of providing financial assistance to
neighbors experiencing unexpected
misfortune, with the Rummage Sale
proceeds being its major fundraiser.

“We were able to bring the largest
departmentstoreto Creedeforadayand
a half. We have such generous donors
everyyearand weareso grateful. People
plantheirsummervacationsjustsothey
can be here to help with this event. It
is amazing to see how wonderful our
communityis, nearand far. Wearevery
fortunate to be able to help each other
in this way;” said Ladies Aid President
Jenny VanRy.

The day and a half event saw crowds

Please see FUNDRAISER on Page 2

Saturday, August 12, 9am - S5Spm
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Courier photo by John Waters
Seated (left) is Rio Grande County Veteran Service Officer Jack Rudder, and
(right) is Eric Moncibais with the Colorado Division of Veterans Affairs at the
Veteran ResourceFairon July24atthe Colorado ArmyNational Guard Armory.

Veteran gathering
a success

By JOHN WATERS

ALAMOSA — The Veteran
Resource Fair at the Colorado Army
National Guard Armory on July 24 was
considered a huge success with dozens
of Veterans participating, according to
organizers.

The focus of the fair was to educate
Veterans about the benefits available
under the federal Pact Act. The
legislation, passed last year, allows
Veteranswho were exposedtoburn pits,
Agent Orange, and other substances
during their service to be eligible for
benefits.

Although there is no deadline to
apply, Veterans who file claims before
Aug. 9, 2023, can have their claims
backdated to August 2022.

Thefairwassponsoredbythe Veterans
Coalition of the San Luis Valley. Mary
Cornum with the organization said the
event was a success and had over 100
Veterans and providers in attendance.

“Weareafrontier community, weare
underserved in healthcare, access, and
in transportation to the Front Range;”
Cornum said. “We have many elder
Veterans who don’t want to travel and
can't travel and yet they have to get
services in Denver. Many Veterans will
not travel and don't get services. the

FUNDRAISER

Continued from Page 1
of people flocking to the Virginia
Christensen Center that was packed
full of treasures donated over the years
to the organization. Everything from
furniture to books and more filled the
gym and offered people a chance to
repurpose some wonderful items.
Throughout the rest of the year,
funding raised during the Rummage
Sale is used to provide for those in need
within the Creede community and
beyond. With rising costsand inflation,
theorganization hasseenanincreasein
need over thelast several yearsand they
are happy to help in every way they can.
“We donate to the Homelake Veteran's
homeeveryyearinpartnership with the
Sewing Sisters. Each resident Veteran
receives a gift certificate, cookies and
the Sewing Sisters make quilts, walker
bags, neck pillows and blankets.”
Their generosity doesn't end there.
The organization also provides hygiene
kits inside sewn fabric bags to migrant
workers in the Valley as well as
bereavement dinners and so much
more. “We are so very happy to be able
toprovideservicesto our communities.”
This year the fundraiser made
$28,500 in just a day and a half and
that isn't even the end number for the
year. “Not bad for a day and a half and
during that time we were able to meet
the needs of people from Creede and
valley wide. When you think about it,
$28,000 in a day and a half would make
many retailers in the valley happy!”
Plansforthegroups125thanniversary
in 2024 are already underway.

VA [Veterans Affairs] is a maze that is
hard to function in. Our purpose is to
help Veterans function in that system.”

In addition to the coalition, the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs, the
Colorado Division of Veterans Affairs,
and Alamosa County Veteran Service
Officer Bill Brown, all were at the fair
providing services to Veterans.

Veterans can reach Veterans Affairs
at www.va.gov. Alamosa County
Veteran Services Officer Brown is at
719-589-1109.

SLV Pride set for Aug. 25-27

| . assy Ml (nopeisdind
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Photo courtesy of SLV Pride
Membersof SLV Prideacceptadonation check of $269 from the Narrow Gage Book Cooperativein Alamosa. SLV
Prideis gearing up for a weekend of events, including music, entertainment, food, and a parade in Alamosa the
weekend of Aug. 25-27. On Aug. 25, the festivities get underway with a party at Spare Keg Brewerks in Alamosa
at7p.m. Pride Festat Cole Parkin Alamosa s Saturday, Aug. 26, from 11 a.m. to4 p.m. On Sundayadragbrunch
begins at9 a.m. at San Luis Valley Brewing Company in Alamosa and the cost for the brunch and show is $30.
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CONTRIBUTED

MOSCA — The National Park
Service (NPS) announced Wednes-
day, July 19, the selection of An-
drea Compton as superintendent
of Great Sand Dunes National Park
and Preserve. She started her new
assignment on July 17.

“Andrea has been acting in the
park superintendent position
and has already proven to be a great
fit for the role,” said Acting Deputy
Regional Director Jim Ireland. “We
are excited to have Andrea officially
fill the position. She has a passion
for team collaboration to find
solutions to short and long-term
efforts”

At Great Sand Dunes, Compton
will oversee a staff of 26 perma-
nent and seven seasonal employees.
The park protects the tallest dunes
in North America and are the cen-
terpiece in a diverse landscape of
grasslands, wetlands, forests, alpine
lakes, and tundra.

In addition to serving most
recently as the superintendent
at Cabrillo National Monu-
ment, Compton previously was act-
ing superintendent at Joshua Tree
National Park and worked as chief
of resources at both Joshua Tree
and Cabrillo.

Prior to joining the NPS, Comp-
ton worked in academia and in
environmental consulting. She
has a master’s in fishery and wild-
life biology from Colorado State
University and a bachelor’s in ani-

Dunes Natio

Compton selected as
superintendent of Great Sand
nal Park and Preserve

]

dn

Andrea Compton

mal ecology from Iowa State Uni-
versity.

“I am pleased and honored to
have been selected as the next su-
perintendent at Great Sand Dunes
National Park and Preserve,”
said Compton. “While serving in
the acting role, I was
impressed by the park, its staff
and its strong partnerships and
Tribal relationships. I look forward
to continuing to work with these

groups as we look to the future”

Compton will relocate to the area
with her husband, and they are
looking forward to exploring the
area around Great Sand Dunes
and learning more about the San
Luis Valley. She succeeds Pam
Rice, who recently accepted a
new position as partnerships pro-
gram coordinator with the Na-
tional Park Service’s Washington
Office.

DA I S Continued from Page 1

munity Center this year. The dinner
begins at 6 p.m. and raises funds for
the Homelake Veterans Center in
Monte Vista. Tickets for this event
will be available for purchase at the
door.

Saturday is packed full of events
that kick off at 7 a.m. with the Val
Alto pancake breakfast at the High
Valley Community Center and the
Bees Knees 5k run. The starting line
and registration will also be at the
community center.

As people finish breakfast, they can
go to the annual Del Norte Public
Library book sale and support the
community organization. All pro-
ceeds from these events go toward
community funded projects.

At 9 a.m. there will be a car show
at the Del Norte Town Park and
a merchant open house all along
Grande Avenue. The parade kicks
off at 10 a.m. and this year’s theme is
“Through the Ages”. Parade partici-
pants will be decorating floats with
60s, 70s, 80s and 90s themes.

- Quarters
- Halves
- Whole Bison

Contact: valdezbison@gmail.com

With Inquiries or to Purchase

At 11 a.m., the Del Norte Fire
Department serves barbecue oft the
grill for its annual fundraiser. After
lunch at the fire department, people
can visit the Rio Grande County
Museum for its annual ice cream
social and fundraiser that will help
preserve the Barlow and Sanderson
Stagecoach and Stage Office.

Afterward, and as the warm after-
noon hits the streets of Del Norte,
adults can have a beer at the new
beer garden and then take a tour of
the Historic Windsor Hotel.

202

for the

Experiences

The park will busy with plenty for
people to do — enjoy the car show,
participate in corn hole, volleyball,
and horseshoe tournaments, and
shop the many vendors that will be
set up.

The weekend will end with the
annual fly-in breakfast at the Kent
Rominger Airport and church in
the park. For more information or
a full schedule of events, visit www.
coveredwagondays.com or visit them
on Facebook under Covered Wagon
Days.

Mid-summer seat belt
enforcement period
began Monday

Seat belt citations
in Colorado are up
52% this year

CONTRIBUTED

STATEWIDE — Starting Monday,
July 24, through Friday, Aug. 4,
the Colorado Department of
Transportation, the Colorado State
Patrol (CSP) and 51 participating law
enforcement agencies throughout
Colorado will begin the July seat belt
enforcement period.

During the same enforcement
period last year, 788 citations were
issued to drivers for not wearing a seat
beltorhavingunbuckled passengersin
their vehicle. That included 68 drivers
who had an improperly restrained
child in their vehicle.

Recent data shows that 479 drivers
and passengers were killed in vehicle
crashes in Colorado in 2022. Most of
thoseliveslost (236) were not wearing
aseatbelt. Thirteen Colorado counties,
including Gilpin County, Gunnison
County and Logan County, reported
that 100% of their roadway fatalities
in 2022 were unrestrained vehicle
occupants.

“Refusing to wear a seatbelt can't be
uncoupled withapossibleconsequence
of death. So, while you may have the
right not to protect yourself, I can’t
accept that unbuckled fatalities in
Colorado are a far too common
occurrence,” said Col. Matthew C.
Packard, chief of the Colorado State
Patrol. “As we head into the last Click
It or Ticket enforcement period of
the summer, remember, there can
be consequences much worse than
a citation.”

Last year, 1,963 drivers were issued
citations in Colorado during the April
and May ClickItor Ticketenforcement
periods. This year, 2,992 drivers were
cited during the same two enforcement
periods. This is a nearly 52% increase
from last year.

“Those who decide to go unbuckled
must understand they are at greater
risk of injury or death in the event
of a crash,” said CDOT’s Office of
Transportation Safety Director Darrell
Lingk. “Wehave the power tolower the

rate of unbuckled traffic fatalities with
onesimpleaction: wear your seat belt.”

Properlywearingaseatbeltis crucial
— no matter if youre the driver, a
passenger, or sitting in the second or
third row of a vehicle. According to
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), wearing a
seat belt in the front seat of a vehicle
reduces the risk of moderate injury
by 50% and fatal injury by 45%.
Additionally, nearly 60% of backseat
passengers who were killed in a crash
in 2021 nationwide were unbuckled.
Wearing a seat belt will always be the
first choice a driver or passenger can
make to prioritize safety while on the
road.

The Click It or Ticket campaign
urges Coloradansand visitors to fasten
their seat belts, every ride, every time.
Proper seatbeltusageisthe No. 1 wayto
protectyourselfin the eventofavehicle
crashand minimize therisk ofinjuryor
death. Fines for not buckling up begin
at$65,and parents or caregivers caught
with an improperly restrained child
can receive a minimum fine of $82.

o Adults— Coloradohasasecondary
enforcement law for adult drivers and
front-seat passengers. Drivers can be
ticketed for violating the seat belt law
if they are stopped for another traffic
violation.

o Teens — Colorados Graduated
Drivers Licensing (GDL) law requires
all drivers under 18 and their
passengers, regardless of their age,
to wear seat belts. This is a primary
enforcement, meaning teens can be
pulled over simply for not wearing a
seat belt or having passengers without
seat belts.

o Children — Colorados Child
Passenger Safety law is a primary
enforcement, meaning the driver can
be stopped and ticketed if an officer
sees an unrestrained or improperly
restrained child under age 16 in the
vehicle.

Click It or Ticket is a nationwide
campaign from NHTSA. Since ClickIt
or Ticket was introduced in Colorado
in 2002, statewide seat belt use has
increased from 72% to 87%. For more
information about seat belt safety and
enforcement citation numbers, visit
SeatBeltsColorado.com.

3

21st Century

Hands-On, In-Person

More Important Now Than Ever

Instruction...

More Important Now Than Ever
Lighthearted Positive Teachings...
More Important Now Than Ever
Top Quality Instruction....
Our Specialty Since 1990!

www.earth

Traditional Hide Tanning wmAy 18- 23

E ARTH KN ACK Buffalo Hide / Willow Frame “Bull Boat” JUNE 16 - 20

Ancestral and Survival Fishing JuNE23-25

Fibers Fantastic! Felting - Spinning - Weaving - Dyes-
Leather Strap Braiding JuLy7-10
Survival, Edible & Medicinal Rocky Mountain Plants

JULY 15

Primitive Arrows JuLY 21-24
AtlAtl and Darts  JuLy 28-31

Fire! Fiber! Flint! Survival Basics AuG. 12- 13
Homestead, Blacksmith & Butcher Tools Repair and
Maintenance OCT. (dba)

Earth Knack Outdoor Living Immersion 3 options:
JUNE5-30*JULY 1- 31 * AUGUST 8 -24

earthknackschool@gmail.com for full descriptions, dates and pricing

nack.com
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VallehWide Classified [T TER

é )
CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES 4
ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS . e D EA D L I N E
01 TICKETS 53 LAWN & GARDEN 45 ANIMAL BREEDING 15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
02 CARIZ()) OF TgANKS 24 GARAGE SALES jg ﬁ/é)SRTsUERsE&FcO:ET?EgT $19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
03 MEMORIAL 25 AUCTIONS .
04 LOST & FOUND 58 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15Word:s or less for 1 week ThurSday 5:00 pm
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word.
06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found - Non Commercial items Sold
seowelr muselioe | econ, she e okt | Call 719-852-3531
08 WORK WANTED EUTERS 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT (Limitedtoprivate party only, 2adsperperson 4weeks.) | or amail: awelch@valleypublishinginc.com
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement:
SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S To pI_ace your ad in person come to the office at 835 First
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V."'S/ICAMPERS Ave.inMonteVista, orcall(719)852-3531. Business hours
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT FINANCIAL are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT 56 BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY  may also fa); our ?Iassiﬁegto (719) 852-3387%r email
IZHOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS 57 INVESTMENTS at montevistaclass@gmailcom Easy Payment Optlons
13 37 WANTED
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 58 MOTORCYCLES Checkyourad the firstday: _ We accept Visa, Master Card,
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap- American Express, Discover,
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 4 4
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4’S rightaway sowe can correctit.|fan errorappearsinyour Checks, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 63 TRUCKS day of advertising.
19 FARM & FARMLAND 42 FEED & SEED 64 AUTOS FOR SALE icy: ishi i
20 BUSINESS PROPERTY 43 FARM PRODUCTS ~ SERVICES °d“’a§! ’-’°"‘y'va't'f,¥ Pt“b,'\'ﬁr;"f‘t%acceptsba” Ct'f"‘ss'ﬁ,;d ]
21 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ~ @dvertising exceptthatwhichitdeems objectionabie = VISA | B2 ce
22 PROPERTY WANTED 66 CHILD CARE to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be : SXeres: Cards -Im
\ given for early ad cancellation. Y y
05 Notices depending on experience). Back- Cook-Monte Vista - (2+ years motel Room. Wolf Creek Ranch Ski
WE BUY ANTLER: Use code 8round checkand pre-employment experience; references needed). Lodge. 9 miles from Wolf Creek Ski PA RT'T I W SA LES

“ELK18” and you will get $18/1b
for Elk Grade A and $13/Ib for Deer
Grade A. 5 miles west of Del Norte
on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for
ALANONNARCOTICS ANONY-
MOUS AND ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted

Ecodynamics Inc is hiring a gen-
eral shop and field worker. Tasks
include inventory, loading cus-
tomer orders, shop cleaning, pump
tech.assistant in the field. Please
drop off resume in person at 5492
US Hwy 160 E, M.V. For more info,
call 719/852-2662 (8-23)

Rio Grande County Department
of Social Services is seeking an
Employment Benefits Unit Case
Manager. Position provides a full
range of ongoing case management
services to clients. Requirements
are a High School Diploma or GED,
in addition to one to three months
related experience and/or train-
ing, or equivalent combination of
education and experience. Must
have computer skills, including
word processing, spreadsheet ap-
plications, and various data entry
programs. $18.34/hour (negotiable

drug testing, including testing for
marijuana is required. Applica-
tions are available online at www.
riograndecounty.org or pick up and
submit to Human Resources, 925
6th Street, Room 200, Del Norte,
CO 81132. (8-23)

Rio Grande County Clerk & Re-
corder Office is seeking a Deputy
Clerk. This position assists the
public in person and over the
phone, processes documents for re-
cording, Maintains receipts. Assists
with voter registration and elec-
tion preparation and other duties.
Requirements are a High School
Diploma or GED, in addition to one
to three months related experience
and/or training, or equivalent com-
bination of education and experi-
ence. Must have computer skills,

This position is responsible for
Food Preparation according to the
Dietary Guidelines for Americans
and must be familiar with Colorado
Retail Food Establishments Rules
and Regulations and certification
Food Safety and Handling. Cooks
and oversees the preparation and
service of meal. Cooks in large
quantities. Paperwork. Must be
familiar with the monthly inventory
of food and supplies. Will assure the
safety and hygiene of food prepara-
tion and food delivery. Hours: 5:30
a.m. - 1:30 p.m., M-E. For more
information call 719-589-4511.
Applications and Full Job Descrip-
tions are available at South-Central
Colorado Seniors, Inc., 1116 3rd St.
Alamosa CO or call 719-589-4511
for more information. (8-9)

including word processing, spread-
sheet applications, and various data
entry programs. $17.18 -$17.86/
hour (negotiable depending on
experience). Background check
and pre-employment drug testing,
including testing for marijuana is
required. Applications are available
online at www.riograndecounty.org
or pick up and submit to Human
Resources, 925 6th Street, Room
200, Del Norte, CO 81132. (8-23)

Monte Vista Head Start is accept-
ing applications for the following
Positions: Teachers Assistants
and a Fulltime Floating Substi-
tute Teacher. Requirements: High
School Diploma or Equivalent.
CDA/Colorado Shines Level 2 or
Higher. Please Contact MVHS or
Pick up an Application at: Monte
Vista Head Start, 2863 Sherman
Avenue, Monte Vista, Co 81144,
(719) 852- 3215 (8-2)

Needed: EXPERIENCED Head

Work for Rent. One Queen, small

ESTIMATED CROP WATER USE

Weather Data from SLV Research Center located on the 9N and Hwy 285
Date Daily Crop Water use for Accumulated Water Use (ET)
Crop Dates Shown {in./day) From Ti127 {ihches)

Planted I™=/57 7/26 7/25 7/24 2day 3day A4day S5day 7day
Moravian 69 | 04/05 DOB 010 013 014 018 031 045 059 0.88
Moravian 69 05/05 D20 024 078 029 043 072 1.02 130 184
Early Wheat | 04/05 p.i0 013 @016 047 0.23 039 057 0.74 1.10
Early Wheat 05/05 D20 024 028 028 043 072 102 130 154
White Wheat | 04/05 014 018 0.23 0.23 032 055 OB 1.01 1.47
White Wheat | 05/05 020 024 0229 023 043 072 102 130 1.84
WinterWheat | 10/01 0.06 008 010 0.11 0.14 ©0.24 035 046 0.69
Potatoes
Morkotah 05/05 020 025 030 031 045 076 107 136 1.93
Centennial 05/05 0.20 024 029 029 043 0.72 1.02 130 1.84
Nugget 05/05 099 023 D28 028 041 0E9 087 123 176
Alfalfa Est. 0.22 027 033 034 050 083 116 148 2.10
Lawngrass Est. D19 023 028 028 041 069 097 123 175

For the latest ET information, call 754-3494 extension x40 for Center, x36 fro Center #2, and x38 for La Jara.
Use the crop maturity and planting data and weather station closest to your own. Find this upJune 8d table
each day at this web address: http://aes-slvrc.agsci.colostate.edu/daily-crop-water-use-report/

This information is provided by the SLV Research Center (Colorado State University) and the Colorado Potato
Certification Service. For info,call 754-3494 x26 or e-mail: andrew.houser@colostate.edu

Area. Free utilitie ,free wif, and free
direct tv. Email or call us for an ap-
plication. wersl@wolfcreekranchco.
com (719) 873-5371 (8-9)

Remarkable opportunity for a
personal care provider in the
Antonito Area for a young lady,
will train. This excellent position
requires dedication, trustwor-
thiness, and transfers. Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
some weekends and overnights
when needed. $15.00 an hour call
if interested 719-588-9430 or 719
376-2348. (8-9)

WANTED: Saguache County
Road and Bridge is hiring for
Operator I positions....starting at
$18.00/hour NO CDL REQUIRED!
Or $19.68/hour for those with a
CDL License! REQUIREMENTS:
Applicants must have a current and
valid Drivers License. Applicants
should have a high school diploma
or GED and six months or more of
relevant experience. Prospective
employees applying with Saguache
County, please note that the cho-

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience
is appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS

REPORTER INNEDIATELY

For Center and Saguache

areas. Writing and

photography experience
necessary. Send resume,
writing and photography

samples to Valley

Publishing Inc., P.O. Box

607, Monte Vista, CO

81144 or email bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com

You're
anli!dl-

HUILDING CORF

Best Prices of
the Season!

Experience the Cleary

= Personal service to prmnde the best
solution for you with our DreamMaker

3D Design Software

» Custom designs & in-house Engineering
to MAXIMIZE VALUE!

OO0 Featuring:

(=]

OPEN HOUSE SALE!

AUGUST 3-4-Ba.m.to6 pm. AUGUSTS5-8a.m.te 3 p.m.

Stop in or contact us for
a FREE consultation.

ALAMOSA, CO
6750 Cramer Rd.

(West of Comfort Inn)

EMTRAL
Ut

800-373-5550 « ClearyBuilding.com

?19-589—2312

i1
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sen candidate will be required to
submit and pass a pre-employment
drug screening and criminal back-
ground check, prior to being hired.
In addition to the increased hourly
rate, the County Employee benefit
package includes: vision, dental
and health insurance coverage,
paid time off, and a generous 401k
retirement plan. Operator I is a full
time position - applicants must
be able to operate light and heavy
equipment and perform manual
labor in the maintenance, repair
and minor construction of roads,
streets, bridges, signs, markings and
related facilities. Applicants must
be physically capable of periods of
sustained physical exertion and may
be required to lift and move up to 75
[bs. to 150 Ibs. Applications are avail-
able at the Saguache County Road
and Bridge Office 305 3rd Street,
PO Box 476, Saguache, CO 81149
— 719-655-2554 or on the Saguache
County website — saguachecounty.
colorado.gov under the Road and
Bridge Department tab. Please fill
out and submit the County Applica-
tion. A complete job description is
available at the Road and Bridge Of-
fice. Completed applications can be
hand delivered or mailed to Sagua-
che County Road and Bridge - at the
address listed above, sent by email
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open
until qualified candidates are hired.
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (8-2)

WANTED: Saguache County
Road and Bridge is looking to
hire a Shop Foreman....Starting
at $27.00/hr SPECIAL REQUIRE-
MENTS: Applicants must possess
a current Class-A CDL license with

heavy semi-truck endorsement and
a current medical certificate. Ap-
plicants should have a high school
diploma or GED equivalent, along
with extensive knowledge of ve-
hicles, equipment and mechanical
maintenance procedures. Prospec-
tive employees applying with Sa-
guache County, please note that the
chosen candidate will be required to
submit and pass a pre-employment
drug screening and criminal back-
ground check, prior to being hired.
Shop Foreman is a full time salaried
position — qualified candidates will
be able to perform a variety of skilled
and semi-skilled duties associated
with the supervision of assigned
road crew which include installing,
repairing and maintaining Saguache
County Road and Bridge’s property
within the Right-Of-Way. This po-
sition is expected to work during
road emergencies so you should be
available to work nights, weekends
and holidays when needed. In addi-
tion to the salaried rate, the County
Employee benefit package includes:
vision, dental and health insurance
coverage, paid time off, and a gener-
ous 401k retirement plan. Applica-
tions and a complete job description
are available at the Saguache County
Road and Bridge Office 305 3rd
Street, PO Box 476, Saguache, CO
81149 - 719-655-2554 or on the Sa-
guache County website — saguache-
county.colorado.gov under the Road
and Bridge Department tab. Please
fill out and submit both applications:
The Saguache County Applica-
tion and the Drivers-Application.
Completed applications can be hand
delivered or mailed to Saguache
County Road and Bridge - at the
address listed above, sent by email
to mhashbarger@saguachecounty-
co.gov or faxed to: 719-655-2543.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open
until a qualified candidate is hired.
Saguache County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (8-2)

13 Mobile Homes
for Rent

3-2 double wide on 3 acres in
South Fork. nice place. (Horses al-
lowed). On well water. No smokers.
must provide verifiable references
of employment, income, previous
rental history and pass a background
check. $1075 a month 512 627 9787

For rent: 1br/1bath, cozy South
Fork Park model, partly furnished
w/laundry October 1 thru June
30 (9-month lease), for couple or
individual. 55+ only. Nonsmoker.
No pets or children. Must follow
HOA. $2500 month/dep $2500.
Utilities included. Extra storage
and RV parking/storage negotiable.
719-849-0870. (8-23)

14 Business

Properties For Rent
Pleasant Professional Office OR
Residential space located in Del

Norte. Approximately 800 square
feet with an open entry area, sepa-
rate office or bedroom, kitchen area,
and 3/4 bath. $875/month. Please
call 719-850-0750 (8-23)

16 Vacation
Vacation Cabin for rent by the
night only. Full bath, queen bed,
microwave & refrigerator. 469-446-
2499. (9-27)

17 Real Estate

For Sale

FARM FOR SALE in Waverly Area
Sub-district #6, 1 ¥ center pivots
in grass and alfalfa, large hay shed,
2 bedroom home, 3 steel grainers,
numerous out buildings on 8 Mile
Road. Ready to farm 2023 season.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770. (TEN)

35-80+ acres parcels with good
grass on County Line Road north
of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and
ready to build on. Perfect location
between Alamosa and Monte Vista.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acre parcels on San Fran-
cisco Creek south of Del Norte.
Very private, views, 3 miles from
town, electric and phone. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Re-
alty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TFN)

40 Acres 5 miles west of Monte
Vista on Lariat Road with power,
phone and year around access on
county road. $60,000. Call Bruce
Steffens 719-580-0770 at Steffens &
Company Realty Inc. (TEN)

23 Lawn and
Garden

Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call
anytime, weekdays, weekends,
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. TEN

24 Garage/Yard
Sales

Big Yard Sale: August 4-6 8 AM
430 Cherry Street, Del Norte Con-
struction supplies, tables, chairs,
much more. See SLV Yard Sale FB
(8-2)

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising
must be pre-paid.

ﬁ

WANTED

Rock Hounds

Creede Rock & Mineral Show
August 4, & & 6, 2023

10 a.m. to d p.m.
FREE ADMISSION

Mineral Specimens, Fossils, Nuggets, Geodes, Silver Ore,
Opals, Turquoise, Jewelry, Beads, Meteorites, and more...

Geology Programs - Fri. & Sat. Evenings -7 p.m.
UNDERGROUND MINING MUSEUM « CREEDE, CO

www.creede.com

Sponsored by the Creede Visitor Center/Chamber of Commerce « 719-658-2374

Fastest Growing
Dealer In Colorado

76 Service

-
=L

2828 Highway 50 WestPueblo, CO 81008 - AlpineFord com

9} 319-3576 Parts- |

PUEBLO

_'-l.h 11025 TR
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31 Health

Free: Reiki energetic healing ses-
sions 719-842-2698 (8-16)

32 Fuel & Heating
For Sale: Iron Wood, Stove/ Chim-
mey Pipe on top 8-inches wide Call
719588-2442 (8-2)

NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam
at Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047.

$190 per cord. Delivery available.
TFN

36 Miscellaneous
For Sale: Roof top Evaporative Air
conditioner like New Condition
$250.00. 719-852-2945 (8-16)

Cash for quality non-fiction books
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145
(TFN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500
TEN

STEEL STORAGE CONTAINERS
— Sales, Rentals & Modifications!
Containers are water & rodent
proof. 8’ wide, 8-53” in length. Call
for more information and pricing.
Healdworks, Inc. - Your Total
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346
TEN

Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E
Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. TEN

64 Autos for Sale
GMC SUBURBAN 1500 SUV
FOR SALE 1999 SLT Looks great!
170,900 miles Champagne Gold w/
grey leather seats (for 8) Automatic
push button 4 WD V8 5.7 liter
engine $4,500.00 Call Dan Finley
719-658-0719 Terri 720-530-3547
(8-23)

65 Professional

Services
Fire Mitigation: Weed And brush
mowing to reduce fire danger. Call
Darrell 715-699-3679 (8-16)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus
years-experience in carpentry,
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free
Estimates 719-496-7630. (TFN)

™. e

. &%

ROST& [goupe

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Servic-
es: Window washing and pressure
washing services — Free estimates
719-588-2820 (TFN)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
TEN

SOLAR PANELS! 355 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.

:

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

ESanliul
ApearReallEstale)r

Found on 7/26 between 1st and 2nd St
on Miles St in Center

If you live in Center and
are missing a dog, please
give us a call! We have
quite a few dogs that have
been picked up over the
past couple of months that
haven’t been reclaimed.

-'.- ._

\‘ R/ - y 4‘ Y A,
WWAuEgasconouranimalshelterore ,;!'Mg_g@;&@g“,
LEE o arve N d OPINSNCAlISS2ESS 66

(@ penBlinCS TR FASnNZP SN SAS AN S UNNSHIE S O EYSp Tk
Viondayi&inon-businessihoursibyiappointimentionly;
2825 ShermaniAvet=ivionte Vista

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, age
donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Al adep
months old are half-
off until Labor Day!

We currently have 3 litters of puppies
and could use any supplies to help
them over the next few months. Puppy
food, sheets and treats would be
amazing! Thank you all in advance!

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

3 fenziged by s X3
BB Nppen Ry Gpande

b 7

fions over §

All breeds & ages of animals are a “‘best guess’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.
T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.

_‘*v-i B s E
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|| dee@steffenscorealty.com
3 Dee - formerly known as Diane

Steffens§ || | =5
Gompany Realy || |
719-873-5605 | | it

30635 US HWY 160 MLS#804126
South Fork

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

AS PRICE REDUCED I

. Del Norte
%" L TO $545’000 | Prime business
- y location, 3,000
gl il sq ft. BUSY
CORNER LOT
Text 134436
to 25678 for
more info-
Can become

any business!
MLS#779889

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photo
Licensed and Insured

All Deg's ; ! . F
properties Chapman - is a 4th generation Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural
are South Fork Native and 1994 grad- Mountain Lots Available

detailed l,late of D el Norte H 19 h School Conejos Canyon OWNER

inher , Imlmrine Licensed in 2011, Dee knows the FINANCING AVAILABLE

blog o M area and knows local real estate. $950,000 home on 35 acres

' = A located( on lot i#2 |
. . . $85,000 (6 acre lots
3D Virtual Tourss Prompt, Easy Communication $200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)

$950,000 (35 acres with home) |

Dee Plucinski » Steffens & CO. Realty

Hubbards Trail
Gorgeous, bright,
and spacious 5
bedroom 3 bath
home bordering
National Forest in
South Fork. Nu-
merous exterior
outbuildings and
RV setups/shelters =
- all engineered |
for snow load.
MLS#803458

5299 County
Road 12 8.
Alamosa
160 acres cur-
rently planted
in alz; fa with -

a center pivot, |

3 shares of the [*
Common-

wealth Ditch,

and use of the [¥84

Carmel Drain.

MLS#804160

Ay

ol VIL b

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

tion business

pressive setup!

‘LM -.-1'::-;

equipment for sale at the |+
Forbes Park Gate, Fort
Garland. This is an im-

for the Duplex and r
Property, or $1,240,000 |
includes all excavation |
equipment and supplies.
MLS#804495

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

rapher
E?)rone Pilot (719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com
Commercial Duplex
used as a very profitable
VRBO property AND
a commercial excava-

with ALL

$799,000

3023 Bear
Creek Circle
Mountain
cabin on 20
acres bordering
National Forest
in gated Bear
Creek. Fully
furnished - |
paved driveway.
4 bedrooms |
2.5 bathrooms. =
MLS#803394 | o

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com
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Duncan Cabin offers primitive cabin rental experience

Historic cabin offers unique
recreation experience on
the National Forest

CONTRIBUTED

SAGUACHE — The Saguache
Ranger District announced recently
that the historic Duncan Cabin joined
the District’s Cabin Rental Program on
June 24. The district’s only primitive
cabin offers a unique experience for
the hearty cabin-goer with a four-mile
hike in, no water, electricity, heat or
cookstove, and plenty of remoteness.

“This new recreational opportunity
comes after a significant preservation
process,” said Saguache District Rang-
er Tristram Post. “We are pleased to
offer this unique cabin stay experience

for the adventurous folks that prefer
to stay in places off the beaten path”
The cabin offers solitude and amazing
views of the valley in a setting that is
far from your typical 3-star hotel stay.
Post added that, with a small corral
on-site, horses would be the ideal
mode of transportation into the cabin.
As with all rental cabins on the
Rio Grande National Forest, the
Duncan Cabin has unique features
and rules. Cabin renters should
bring their own cookstove and can
get water to filter, or for their stock
at the nearby Pole Creek. Learn
more at www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/rio-
grande/recreation/camping-cabins/
recarea/?recid=84408&actid=101.
Restoration of the cabin was conduct-
ed by partners at HistoriCorps in 2011

with the goal of preserving site history
and to eventually include on the Forest
Service cabin rental program. In doing so,
the cabin will be preserved, maintained,
and enjoyed for future generations. Funds
for the majority of restoration work were
allocated as part of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act. Additional
restoration work will continue into the
future. See the cabin preservation plan,
including a brief history, on the cabin's
web page above.

Reservations for the Duncan Cabin
are available by calling 1 877-444-6777,
or online at Recreation.gov and search-
ing for the Duncan Cabin. Reservations
can only be made up to 6 months in
advance. The nightly fee is $40. There
is no minimum night stay, and a maxi-
mum of 14 nights are allowed.

Courtesy photo

The Saguache Ranger Districtannounced recently that the historic Duncan
Cabin joined the District’s Cabin Rental Program on June 24.

"This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both hiﬁ and hers - and isa

fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home.
trees and backs up to the National Forest. The ma

Majestic Custom-Built Lo% Home!
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft.
Home with attached garage on 9.04
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek.
This Home has several outdoor
entertainment areas with wraj
around decks too enjoy the 360
views of the San Juan Mountains.
The main level has an open floor
plan with ﬁ;‘eat room and grand
fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large
kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state
of the art stainless steegﬁgpliances. The Master bedroom suite is located
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot
cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and
great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all
our entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful
iture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home.
Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear
reek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold
medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public
land. Start your Adventure! Don't wait, Call, and schedule your showing
today! $1,650,000 MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq.
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log
cabin with upﬁrades galore!

-

Located in Log Haven.
Tucked along the mountain
side backing up to national

forest with beautiful views of
the surrounding cliffs. Ogen
living room, dining, kitchen
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to kee
){ou cozy and warm all winter —=
ong. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops.
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot
cup of morning coftee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to
the national forest. Hike for miles out Your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional
edroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Onlzr a
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South
Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million
reservoir are just moments away. Brin gour fishing pole and enjoy
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, godw eeling, hike,
camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text
and schedule 5your showing today! $325,000 MLS #800364
31517 Us Highway 160 « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

o & _

CALLTODAY!
T3]

Sandra Marguez — smarquezgvalleypublishinginecom
Brian Williams — bwiliams@valeypublishinginc.com

and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishi
the property. The main floor consists of an ope
area with beautiful carved mantal stone firepla
ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom de
designer backsplash and large eat in counter spaCeIOOKi
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for al
your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sin
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detaileg Check Boxes include |*
radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks|
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is
on the main
bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with eﬁ?ﬂm soaking antique tub.
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping
areas including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy Your 3-car garage with large
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow
above tEe garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields,
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment.
Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000 MLS #796960
7 Million Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

oor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master
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Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 » South Fork
bernadette @steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Check out this small
diverse farm. The home
is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq
foot, historic adobe that
has been fully and beau-
tifully restored. Enjoy
Colorado from the large
(768 sq ft) open porch.
This home sits on 126.06

: s deeded acres of land
situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production

in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new
side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado
just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos.
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa,
New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park
is about 45 minutes north. $550,000 MLS #797313
12272 County Road R5 « San Luis
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home
is your perfect retreat. Open

Split floor plan with beautiful
cathedral ceiling and fireplace,

large windows taking in the
breath-taking outdoor sunlight
and mountain views. Complete
with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and
butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master
bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning
cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world
class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don't wait call and schedule your
private showing today! $1,150,000 MLS #798101
497 Timberline Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

SOLD

You Found It! Home Sweet
Home, Finely Crafted,
Ranch Style 2,109 square
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor
plan home with detached 4
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large
master bedroom bath with
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open
kitchen, dining area with eat
in counter, living area with

cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burnin;
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natura
light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy
our morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in
i§hland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own
well and South Fork water and sanitation. This home is situated on
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much
more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and
indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access
to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure -
Won't last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today!
$489,900 MLS #801796
74 Highland Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Look Reduced Price!! $875,000 Owner Wi]]jx?sg) Owner Finance for
Qualified Buyer's! Must See Custom-Built 5,350 sq. ft. Commercial
Property in Fai;ulous South Fork, CO. Great Highway 160 e)fqgosme!!
This building is extremely well built. The building was built for retail
with many amenities. The environment is warm and welcoming. The
3,000 sq. ft. main floor consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and
bath and several large open spaces and two additional design show
rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead door. Lovely
concrete outdoor }fuaﬁo with new vinyl fencing wired for low voltage lights this protﬁerty sits on two lots with wiring
running outside for h%lmnx;? off outside si§nage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large open space, several large
storage closets two addifional offices, New 7 custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built

perty has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5
telgrp%one jack la]%easll offices, design rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office — etc.
are

MIPROVIE

Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. There
3gas s, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired for speakers Thouﬁg out the building for music.

Swamp cooler and wired for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a e iler and propane hot water
‘heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there
is no existing business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety of Business opportunities:
Professional Work Environment for Professionals, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Cenfer, Lodge or Cottage hotel,
Retail etc. Come Paint ggur Canas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and schedule your personal showing

today! MLS#802191 Improved Price $925,000! $875,000 MLS #802191

173 W Frontage « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

Amazing Riverfront property lo-
cated in beautiful weﬁ)established
Deer Park subdivision in South
Fork, Colorado. This property is
complete with paved streets, with
sewer and water tap available.
Flat building site overlooking the
Mighty Rio Grande River with ma-
ture evergreen trees. Bring your fishing pole this property extends
to the middle of the river. Located only a stone throw away from
National Forest and public river access. Start your adventure call
and schedule your showing today! $175,000 MLS #804121
63 Doe Circle « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com
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Adams State receives $4.6M USDA inaugural grant

By ADAMS STATE

UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Adams State Uni-
versity announced recently received a
$4.6 million NextGen grant from the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The
inaugural, “From Learning to Leading:
Cultivating the Next Generation of
Diverse Food and Agriculture Profes-
sionals Program,” will support student
scholarships and paid internships over
the five years.

As Colorado’s premier Hispanic
Serving Institution, Adams State will
receive $4.6 million over the five years
from the investment. Zena Buser,
Ph.D., professor of business, will
oversee the program.

“We are excited for the USDA Next-
Gen opportunity as it increases sup-
port for our students in pursuit of their
academic goals as well as their active
introduction to the SLV agriculture,
food, and natural resources indus-
tries. The grant supports scholarships
as well as internships, so will reduce
students’ economic burden to pursu-
ing a degree while simultaneously
supporting their access to hands-on
experience in the industry. We also
thank our regional employers; they are
instrumental to this endeavor as they
welcome students into their opera-
tions, providing mentorship as well as
experiential learning opportunities”

The USDA $262.5 million grant is
an investment in institutions of higher
education to foster the next generation
of diverse agricultural professionals
across the nation. This program is
funded by President Biden’s Inflation
Reduction Act, which aims to lower
costs for American families, expand
access to markets to producers from
all backgrounds and communities,
build a clean energy economy and
strengthen American supply chains.

The National Institute of Food
and Agriculture’s (NIFA) “From
Learning to Leading: Cultivating the
Next Generation of Diverse Food
and Agriculture Professionals Pro-
gram” (NextGen) will enable eligible
institutions, from New York to the
Northern Mariana Islands, to build
and sustain the next generation of
food, agriculture, natural resources
and human sciences workforce. This
includes efforts to strengthen USDA’s
workforce through enhanced educa-
tional support, experiential learning
and exposure to early career oppor-
tunities.

Eligible institutions include: 1890
Land-grant Universities, 1994 Tribal
Colleges and Universities, Hispanic-
serving Institutions (HSI), Alaska
Native-serving and Native Hawaiian-
serving Institutions and institutions of
higher education located in the insular
areas, as well as their partners. The
$262.5 million investment will provide
training and support to more than
20,000 future food and agricultural
leaders through 33 project partners.

“Each generation of agricultural
professionals faces new challenges as
we feed our world’s growing popu-
lation, and the future generations
give me hope that we will rise to the
occasion to meet these challenges
with opportunity;,” said Agriculture
Secretary Tom Vilsack. “We need to
ensure our youth have the education
and training they need to accelerate
the development of an agricultural
system that is climate-smart, sustain-
able, profitable and equitable. This
historic investment from the Biden-
Harris Administration in our nation’s
Minority-serving Institutions brings
us closer to building a workforce that
represents the richness and diversity of
all the communities we serve.”

The NextGen program is part of

USDA's commitment to equity across
the Department and steps it has taken
under Secretary VilsacKs direction to
improve equity and access, eliminate
barriers to its programs for under-
served individuals and communities,
and build a workforce more represen-
tative of America. Earlier in the year,

the USDA Equity Commission, which
is comprised of independent members
from diverse backgrounds, released its
interim recommendations to remove
barriers to inclusion and access at
USDA, including by strengthening
research, extension, and teaching in
the food and agricultural sciences at

TODAY
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all minority-serving institutions.
“Adams State University is very
excited at the opportunities the USDA
Next Gen grant will provide through
experiential learning opportunities for
high school and college students
helping them explore and pursue
agriculturally related careers,” said
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Adams State Acting Vice President
of Academic Affairs Margaret Doell.
“The scholarship opportunities pro-
vided by this grant will also reduce
or eliminate the financial burden of
a college education for many of the
participants making college an op-
tion for all”
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Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire Department holds fundraiser barbecue

By MARIE MCCOLM

MOSCA — The Mosca-Hooper
Volunteer Fire Department held a
community barbecue for the public
on Saturday, July 22. There was
no charge for the barbecue, but
donations were accepted.

The volunteer fire department
served beans, roasted pork,
coleslaw, mashed potatoes, and
a slice of bread with the dinner.
There were several beverages to
choose from including ice water
and lemonade.

At least 150 people attended the
community barbecue.

Volunteer firefighters served
plates of food to the public. Many
of the children who attended the
barbecue rode on a fire truck that
was honking and flashing its lights
as they went down the road.

Volunteer firefighter Tuck Slane
spoke about being a part of the
department and how he felt about
the barbecue.

“Thave been with the department
now for about 3 years,” Slane said.

“We aren’t super busy, but we do
have quite a few calls and we are
first responders as well. We have a
department here and we also have
another station in Hooper. There
are 24 volunteer firefighters in
total, and others waiting in line to
be firefighters. The firefightersand
station have been here since 1948.1
really enjoyed the barbecue tonight.
We do this for the community. We
have had lots of people show up
tonight and we didn’t run out of
food so that’s a good thing. Every
year, we try to have this, and
it’s usually the weekend before
Stampede.”

Slane said that his favorite part of
being a firefighter is being helping
the community.

“When something happens,
something goes wrong you hope
somebody comes. I enjoy helping
people,” Slane said. “We had an
older lady call one time, in the
winter, for help. It’s hard to wait
and have someone come out from
Alamosa or another town. It’s nice

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Children take a ride on the fire engine at the Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire Department community barbecue

on Saturday, July 22.

to be local and be able to help the
community like that”

Resident Ricky Dean was at the
barbecue with his wifeand daughter
and stated they he really enjoyed it.

“It’s a nice meal that they give to
the community. I think everyone
likes to come out and support the
fire department. We come every
year,” he said.

Jay Young of the Colorado Gator
Farm was also at the barbecue
and stated, “It was an excellent
barbecue. The department is just
excellent, they are heroes. We had
a fire a few months ago at the
Gator Farm and they came outand
helped us so much. They got out
there, they put out the fire, saved
some buildings and saved a bunch

of animals. We really appreciate
everything they do. They are not
just a fire department they are
first responders, too, and they
are a very important part of the
community, and we appreciate
them so much.”

For more information on the
Mosca-Hooper Volunteer Fire
Department, call 719-378-2339.
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64. Partner to feather

65. Sailboats

66. Actress Zellweger

67. Type of screen

68. Country singer Haggard
69. Puts together in time

70. When you hope to arrive

CLUES DOWN

1. An involuntary muscular
contraction

2. PA transit system

3. Leaves a place

4. Sweet greenish fruit
5. Lends support to

6. Chap

7. Singer Di Franco

8. Water at boilinlgl temperature
diffused in the atmosphere

9. Asserts to be the case

10. Doctor (Spanish)

11. Auction attendee

12. Characterized by unity

13. Soviet Socialist Republic

19. Way to analyze video (abbr.)
21. Nonclerical

24. Tree resin

25. The academic world

26. Khoikhoi peoples

27. Infer from data

31. Arrives

32. Apart

34. Takes on cargo

35. Beloved Hollywood alien
36. Takes apart

40. Dorm official

41. Secondary or explanatory
descriptor

Relating to wings

Speaker

Situated in the middle

Loop with a running knot

53. Alaska nursing group (abbr.)
54. Beloveds

56. Establish by law or with authority

57. Border river between India and
Nepal

Millisecond
Revolutions per minute
61. They __

62. ESPN broadcaster Bob
63. A place to stay

45.
47.
48.
52.

59.
60.
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El Pomar Foundation awards $62,500 to SLV organizations

CONTRIBUTED Council members are regional leaders  sectors and provide first-hand informa-
COLORADO SPRINGS — El in the business, nonprofit, and public tion about current needs in their own

communities. funds and grant making areas, visit on-
To view a full listing of El Pomars line www.elpomar.org/grant-making/.

Pomar Trustees approved $62,500 al-
located to 11 nonprofit organizations
and government entities in the San Luis
Valley at the Foundation's May Trustees
meeting. Through the Foundation’s
grant making process, the following
entities were awarded grants:

o Care and Share, Inc. (Colorado
Springs) — $7,000 for San Luis Valley
general operating support; Trustee
regional merit

« Center for Restorative Programs
(Alamosa) — $5,000 in general operat-
ing support; regional merit

« City of Alamosa — $20,000 for the
soup kitchen and emergency shelter;
competitive

« Creede Musical Arts Collective,
Inc. — $2,500 in general operating
support; regional merit

o Creede Repertory Theatre, Inc. —
$2,500 for technology upgrades at Ruth
Humphreys Brown Theatre; regional
merit

« Equal Representation of Media
Advocacy Corporation (Alamosa) —
$2,500 in general operating support;
competitive

« San Luis Valley Animal Welfare
Society (Alamosa) — $3,000 in general
operating support; Trustee regional
merit

o San Luis Valley Immigrant Re-
source Center (Alamosa) — $5,000
in general operating support; regional
merit

« The HadaNou Collective (Den-
ver) — $10,000 for Shooting Stars Cul-
tural and Leadership Center supportin
Alamosa; regional merit

o Upper Rio Grande Animal Society
(Monte Vista) — $2,500 in general op-
erating support; regional merit

o Valley Citizens Foundation for
Health Care, Inc. (Del Norte) — $2,500
in general operating support; regional
merit

Founded by Spencer and Julie Pen-
rose in 1937, El Pomar Foundation
has an established legacy of general
purpose grant making. The competi-
tive process remains the Foundation’s
primary vehicle for organizations to
receive funding. Additionally, over
the last 85 years, El Pomar has either
developed or been entrusted with
the stewardship of a number of other
funds, as well as presenting merit grants
in each region recommended by Trust-
ees and regional council members.
Competitive applications are accepted
on a rolling basis.

In an effort to increase impact and
establish connections across the entire
state, the Regional Partnerships pro-
gram was established in 2003. Each
of the Foundation’s eleven regional
councils advises El Pomar Trustees and
recommends grants to help support
its communities. The San Luis Valley
Regional Council recommends grants
in Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral,
Rio Grande and Saguache Counties.

CDOT crews
to pave a short
section of CO 142

SOUTH VALLEY — Beginning
July 24, motorists can expect full
stops and up to 20-minute delays
while the Colorado Department
of Transportation paves Colorado
Highway 142 near the Rio Grande.

Operations will continue
through late August and take
place approximately 10 miles east
of Manassa (Mile Points 13-15).
Motorists are encouraged to plan
for lengthy delays, Monday through
Thursday between 9 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.

CDOT crews will work as swiftly
as possible to complete the surface
treatment, however, resurfacing
operations are weather dependent.

ING®EUICDINGS

Metal Roofing Panels & Trims + Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds
Complete Building packages +26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles
Let us find your contractor! « Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround
Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer!

SKYLINE METAL

(71 9)852-01 1 3 M'F 7 aomn's pom-

oalit‘y .
S Spray Foam Insulatugtc

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation!
Alvin « (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com
7268 S. County Road 4 E - Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs!

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188

AU = HERTERS « BETD - BESTNESS « T80

Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189

Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com
Tom Bongers DENVER
7

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Shopping That's Just Your Style

=wesRenaManie ¢
outique !

Qpecializing in memorial, holiday; any o.@'cé'sio'n G
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs; keychains, car and|big
vehicle vinylland decals, business cardS)jand muqh‘ (DO

CalllMarie at 719-937-9629 tojplace your orde
todaylor email mariemedina3 O @hotmail.comy,

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

Synthetic Fully Insured
Traditional \ & Bonded

Patches Fully Licensed

Interior/Exterior
Paint Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez

Call Today (719) 486-6781

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks |

No Tittle
No Keys
No Worries!

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

Call 852-3531

~VINYL WINDOWS ~

NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT
CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

& ALLTYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE
AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

As

DOORS L.LC.

Mystik

LUBRICANTS
PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC
Agricultural « Industrial - Oilfield
Commercial « Autormotive « Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143  Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

Your Great gpecializing™™
Outdoors VinylFencind

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of

Residential & Commercial Fencing

Serving'the SLV-FreeEstimates

Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!™
(719) 849-1568

> We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality, juet high quality fences.

AT A N\ &
CUSTOM MARBEEDESIGN.
Call for

Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cnd@ibyfax.com

Solid Surface Countertops
Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops
Window Sills

and More

Fast, Affordable « Store Front
K SARTPHONETABLETREPAIR COM

ey ceram 1101 Haint, Unit A, Alamosa

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

AFFORDABLE MOBILE RV REPAIRS

Jason | RV Repair Specialist Electrical Plumbing
affordablervrepairs.com Heating and Air Conditioning

(719) 936-0592 Slide Motors - Winterizing
Custom RV Skirting

' _* : ’" 'I

5+ Years of Experi'.e.:ﬁ?é@&*"" ~- with thisTad®= =

For Sl = s e

Place your orders now *4 per Ib.

1942 East Cty. Rd. 11 South - Monte Vista
719-851-0926
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Agriculture mural on the Fassett Building complete

By MARIE MCCOLM

MONTE VISTA The
agricultural mural on the back
side of the Fassett Building is finally
complete. Owner of the Fassett
Building, Carol Riggenbach, agreed
to allow the mural to be done and
Monte Vista City Manager Gigi
Dennis helped with support and
sponsors.

The sponsors for the mural
included Molson Coors, Xcel
Energy, and the Monte Vista Coop,
who provided the paint.

The mural was originally started
by Jamie Brodie, but he did
not finish it, said Bernadette
Hagendorf, who designed the
mural and oversaw the projection
to completion. She did not provide
details on why he did not return,
only that he was paid in full to finish
it and did not.

Cheryl Morris, arecently retired
Monte Vista School District art
teacher, volunteered to help
complete the mural.

Her talent and time were
appreciated by everyone involved,
and the mural was officially
completed, according to Bernadette
Hagendorf, Bill Hagendorf and
Colton Hagendorf also gave their
time to the mural, spraying it down

The agricultural mural on the back side of the Fassett Building is finally complete.

with mural shield, a compound that
will keep the mural’s colors bright
and vibrant for many years to come.

Theidea behind the mural was to
spotlight the San Luis Valley Central
Steam Locomotive No.1. Service on
this locomotive originally started
in January 1914. The locomotive
was named “Little Nell,” but was
also commonly referred to as the
“Pea Vine.”

The mural features a large grey
blacklocomotive prominently with
white steam billowing from its

Trujillo Family Reunion
set for Aug. 4-6 in Center

CONTRIBUTED

CENTER — The descendants
of Maximiliano/Henry and Felina
Trujillo from Center will have a
“Trujillo Family Reunion” in Center
the weekend of Friday, Aug. 4
through Sunday, Aug. 6.

Felina Segura was originally from
Garcia and married Maximiliano
Trujillo. In this marriage, they
had four daughters, Aunt Mabel
Alvarado, Colorado Springs, Maxine
(Martin) Sanchez, Las Cruces, N.M.,
Eurcelia (Max) DeHerrera of Center,
and Marie (Andy) Barela, Center.
Also, they had two sons, Arthur
(Gertrude) Trujillo and Mike/
Adonis (Cora) Trujillo of Center.
Tragically, Maximiliano was killed
in an auto accident.

Felina then married Henry
Trujillo, who was Maximiliano’s
brother. From this marriage, came
Charlotte (Joe) Salazar, Colorado
Springs, Betty (Art) Madrid,
Colorado Springs, Edna (Gene)
Velasquez of Monte Vista, Lorretta
(Leo) Manzanares of 7-Mile Plaza
and Orlando (Janice) Trujillo of
Denver.

From these 11 families, 69 first
cousins were born.

In addition to these 11 families
being represented at the reunion, the
families of Anselmo (Celia) Trujillo
of Center and Crisostomo Trujillo of
Montrose will be attending.

On Friday, Aug. 4, there will be
a Block Party in Center. This will
give the attendees a chance to “meet
and greet” long lost cousins.

Saturday, Aug. 5, the families will
convene at the Center Community
Park to join in festivities such as
volleyball, softball, basketball, lawn
games and of course, there will be
a barbecue. This event is from 10

L

Courtesy photo
Descendants of Maximiliano/Henry
and Felina Trujillo will have a family
reunion Aug. 4-6 in Center.

a.m.-5 p.m.

Saturday evening, there will be
a dance at the Monte Vista Elks
Lodge for the families to put on
their “blue suede shoes” and dance
the night away.

The final weekend event will be
in Center on Sunday morningas the
families will gather one last time
for breakfast burritos, juice, coffee,
and donuts.

Thus far, there are close to 200
family members who have RSVPd,
and more are expected to join in
on the festivities over the weekend.

This Trujillo Family Reunion
is being organized by Lawrence
Trujillo of Center, JoAnn Trujillo,
and Freida Trujillo of Alamosa,
Peggy Manzanares of 7-Mile Plaza,
Zach Manzanares of Denver and
Anthony Trujillo of Denver.

Find us on Facebook at

facehook.com/ValleyPublishing

stack and from under the wheels.
There are fields of rich potatoes
growing, the signature crop of the
Valley, and brown barley, along
with picturesque grain silos, yellow
hay bales, a water canal, a well-

structured barn, and some cattle
grazing in a large green field. All
of it is backdropped by a mountain
range and clouds, with a bright
orange sun in the corner.
Bernadette Hagendorf thanked

Courtesy photo

everyoneinvolvedinthecompletion
of the mural. She said this is an
excellent addition to the town.

The Fassett Building is located
at 102 Adams St. in Downtown
Monte Vista.

Hoi Summer
Ad Rates

Heat up your summertime sales with seasonal
print and online advertising opportunities

to reach more than 18,000 local readers!

To Advertise Call 719.852.3531

Or email:

smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Local Adverfising That Works
In Print & Online
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Dark sky celebration to
coincide with Perseid showers

By JOHN WATERS

CRESTONE — The 2023 Crestone
Dark Sky Celebration will be held at the
Crestone Charter School on theevening
of Saturday, Aug. 12. The gathering will
dovetail with the peak of the Perseid
Meteor Showers.

According to NASA, the Perseid

shower, which peaks in mid-August, is |

considered the best meteor shower of
the year. With swift and bright meteors,
Perseids frequently leave long “wakes”
of light and color behind them as they
streak through Earth’s atmosphere. The
Perseids are one of the most abundant
showers with about 50 to 100 meteors
seen per hour. NASA has called the
Perseids the “fireball champion” of
annual meteor showers for its record-
breaking frequency of super-bright
meteors, known as fireballs.

Meteors come from leftover comet
particles and bits from broken asteroids.
When cometstravelaround theSun, they
leave a dusty trail behind them. Every
year Earth passes through these debris
trails, which allows the bits to collide
with our atmosphere and disintegrate
to create fiery and colorful streaks in the
sky. The meteors can travel at speeds of
up to 37 miles per second.

The fragments of space debris that
interact with our atmosphere to create
the Perseids originate from comet 109P/
Swift-Tuttle. This comet takes about 130
yearstoorbit the Sunonce. Comet Swift-
Tuttle was discovered in 1862 by Lewis
Swiftand Horace Tuttle. Swift-Tuttleisa
large comet:itsnucleusis 16 milesacross.

In addition to the Perseid showers,
both the Alpha Capricornids (known for
bright fireballs) and the Southern Delta
Aquariids are active from mid-August
throughmid-September,andafewextra

meteors will also appear in the night sky.

Thecharterschoolisnestledatthefoot
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. This
year, the festival will be led by Crestone
astronomer Scott Stevens who, as a
former professional meteorologist, has
spent a lifetime thinking and working
with the atmosphere.

Stevenshasbeen usinginstrumentsto
measure the darkness of the skies near
Crestone and will kick off the evening
by sharing his findings.

“I will review my observations, what
contributes to our dark skies, what
seasonsarebetter,how cloudsaffectdark
skies, how clear skies do, the Milky Way,
andhowthepopulationinthe Valleyasit
continuesto grow; Stevenssaid. “I'll talk
aboutamateur astronomy, and what can
youdo ona particular budget. There has
truly been a revolution in the last 20-30
years in the night sky [viewing] because
of technology”

The evening will include a discussion
aboutastrophotographyand Stevenswill
offer suggestions on the gear available.

Photo courtesy Scott Stevens

At the 2021 Crestone Dark Sky Festival participants gather before dark.

This year the festival will focus more
on astronomy than entertainment says
Stevens. The presentations will begin
inside the school at 7 p.m., lasting about
90 minutes, and then move outside for
celestial observationsandall the Perseids
can offer.

“We can bring our lawn chairs,
blankets, binoculars, and watch the
meteors,” says Stevens””

In 2021, the International Dark Sky
Association (IDA) designated the Town
of Crestoneasan International Dark Sky
Community. The town became the 31st
designated as such worldwide, and the
fourth in Colorado.

This fall, Stevens says he plans on
having two other dark sky events near
Crestone on the Baca Grande.

The Valley Courier will have news
of those celestial gatherings and more
on the Dark Sky Celebration as they
become available.

TheCrestoneCharterSchoolislocatedat
330 East Lime Ave. For moreinformation,
visit www. Darkskycrestone.com.

Monte Vista Chiropractic & Wellness, LL.c
L. Blair Nielsen DC + (719) 849-8091

Monday through Friday by
appointment with Chiropractic
and Wellness Care - $40

*Pain Relief *Movement and
Function Restoration

*Nutritional Guidance *Multiple
Treatment Approaches
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MOUNTASI‘N PIZZA

== TAPROOM ==

Fresh Ingredients

oin Our
Team!

Full or Part Time
starting *15 hr.
plus tips!

“We've been here 2 years in arow now and \
it’s always a highlight of the trip! The pizza is
incredible - made fresh and not shy on the garlic
(which | LOVE) and the Stagg is so friendly. At
times they get rushed but the ordering kiosks
really help with that. The self service beer is also
great when the place is busy. As a bonus one of
the waiters/bus boys even performed a magic
trick and taught us how howto doiit! Allinalla
great experience every time - wouldn’t change
a thing!‘Kid-friendliness: Wide open, lots of tvs,
outdoor seating with fore pits”

~ Sarah S., Google reviews

BIG on TASTE!

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for Lunch

5-9 p.m. for Dinner

Easy Online To-Go Orders:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com),

Affordable Teeth In Just One Day...
We Make It Possible With Dental Implants

Replace all your failing and missing teeth, Throw away your bad dentures. Get a complete set of new teeth in one day

. -
Dr.Thornell and his
team are the best in the
dental field. Your dental
implants have given me
my smile back!! Great
customer service start
to finish. Thank you for
everything you have

done for me! BJK
I I I D D D D D D B D D D B B .

Payment Plans for Every Budget i No Cost Consultation:
+100%Financing— 12-4months, | Know what’s

Nothing Down. No Payments, No Interest possible for you!

OR CHOOSE: i .
+ Low Payments — with up to 12 years to Includes preliminary

pay with atractve fixed inerestrates. | @valuation and 3D image.

+Instant Approval $5 00 Value

+ No Early Prepayment Penalt -t MAGD, DICOI - oral surgery experience
L onscu &, _Offer expires: 7-31-2023 _ _ ¥ pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E ¢« Located above Higher Grounds Coffee « 970-444-1298

Dr.Thornell and his staff are so
awesome! They are caring and
very professional. | now have full
mouth implants and | love my new
teeth!! This is life changing for me!
Thank you Dr. Thornell. RH

dental P mplant
= Center

DDS, ABOI, 35 years implant and

Thornell
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