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Minimum balance 
to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
County Clerk and Recorder’s 
Office will be closed for regular 
business on Tuesday, Nov. 
7, for the Coordinated Mail 
Ballot Election. The office 
will be open for election 
purposes only and will reopen 
on Wednesday, Nov. 8, for 
regular business.

All registered electors are 
encouraged to vote their 
Ballots they receive in the mail. 
The ballots may be mailed to 
the County Clerk’s Office or 
hand delivered to the drop 
box at 8999 Independence 
Way by 7 p.m. on Nov. 7. Ballots 
received after that time will not 
be counted.

For more information, call 
the Alamosa County Clerk 
and Recorder’s Office at 719-
589-6681.

La oficina del Secretario del 
Condado estara cerrada el dia 
Martes 7 de Noviembre 2023 
por la eleccion coordinada. 
La oficina estara abierta para 
la eleccion exclusivamente 
y habrira el Miercoles 8 de 
Noviembre 2023 para los 
negocios regulares.

A todos los votantes 
registrados los estamos 
alentado que llenen sus boleta 
que recibiran por correo. Las 
boletas pueden ser enviadas o 
llevadas a la caja de boletas a la 
dirrecion 8999 Independence 
way tienen hasta las 7 PM el 7 
de Noviembre 2023. Boletas 
recividas despues del horario 
no seran contadas.

Si tienen preguntas pueden 
llamar al numero 719-589-
6681.

Alamosa County 
Commissioners 
to meet today
ALAMOSA — The Board of 

County Commissioners will 
meet today at 8:30 a.m., for a 
regular meeting.

The meeting will be at the 
commissioners chambers 
located at 8900 Independence 
Way in Alamosa. The public 
is invited to attend. The 
meeting is also available on 
Zoom with meeting ID# 270-
314-6847.

On the agenda is  a 
proclamation for Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month 
and an Operation Greenlight 
resolution. Also on the agenda 
is a Boys and Girls Club funding 
request, and presentations 
from Southwest Conservation 
Co r p,  SLV  Co m mu ni t y 
Corrections, and a 2024 
Alamosa County Preliminary 
Budget presentation.

Alamosa Clerk 
and Recorder’s 
Office election 

hours

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA — Children, 
youth, and their families who 
find themselves interacting with 
systems much larger than them-
selves — such as, for example, 
the Division of Youth Services 
(DYS), the foster care system, or 
other child protection services — 
may feel that they don’t have a 
voice or the understanding they 
need of how those systems work.  

In the state of Colorado, the 

Child Protection Ombudsman 
Program (CPO) of Colorado was 
created for exactly that reason. 
In CPO’s own words, they “serve 
by helping people find answers 
to their questions and solutions 
to their problems” and “help Col-
oradans navigate the complex 
child protection system and con-
nect them with resources.” 

If this sounds like news to the 
people of the San Luis Valley, 
that’s because, historically, peo-
ple in the valley who could ben-

efit from their services have not 
reached out for help. 

Determined to change that 
and familiarize agencies in the 
valley with their services, staff 
from CPO recently spent an af-
ternoon meeting with local orga-

nizations whose focus is on kids 
and their families, introducing 
their organizations and learn-
ing, in return, what organiza-
tions in the valley are offering.

CPO works independently of 

Child Protection Ombudsman helping 
kids, families work with agencies

■ See HELP page 3

Andria Gay

School board incumbent Gay is 
running in the November election
By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — Andria Gay, 
who was appointed to the Ala-
mosa School District Board of 
Education in May, is running for 
election to the position. Gay was 
named to the board to finish the 
term of former board member 
Justin Rilling after he resigned. 
Gay is being challenged by Kay-
lee Gomez-Romero in the No-
vember election.

Waters: Can you give our 
readers a brief introduction 
about yourself and why you are 
running for the board?

Gay: I am a wife and mother, 
we have three children in the 
school district. My husband 
and I own a landscape and irri-
gation business and I help him 
run that. I’m a Valley native and 
have lived in Alamosa for nearly 
20 years. My husband grew up 
in Alamosa and I grew up just 
south of Alamosa. My family has 
been in the Valley since the late 
1800s. My roots are deep.

Waters: If elected to the board, 
what two or three goals do you 
have?

Gay: I think the district as 
a whole is working through a 

strategic plan. Dr. Jones [Su-
perintendent], Dr. Murillo [As-
sistant Superintendent], and a 
committee of community mem-
bers helped to create it and it 
is a  plan that I think the board 
as a whole wants to support. I 
believe we have seen the begin-
ning of that plan in action and 
the results have been incredible. 
Making sure that we are keeping 
those goals in mind as we make 
decisions we will continue to 
progress. The plan incorporates 
academic achievement, safety, 
resiliency, and a sense of belong-

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — Due to 

a recent automobile ac-
cident, which resulted in 
substantial damage to 
the Colorado Workforce 
Center, the office is not 
open. However, staff are 
working virtually at this 
time, and can be reached 
by email or calling their 
direct numbers, which 
are as follows: 

• Stephanie Goldbran-
son — 720-248-7594

stephanie.goldbran-

son@state.co.us
• Marie Harrelson — 

720-204-8598
marie.harrelson@state.

co.us
• Bill Nelson — 720-

204-8723
bill.nelson@state.co.us
Staff will also be reach-

ing out on these numbers, 
which are different from 
what customers are used 
to seeing on their caller 
ID. The center will pro-
vide updates on the office 
as they become available.

Courier photo by John Waters

The Colorado Workforce Center located at the intersec-
tion of State Avenue and Fourth Street, suffered damage 
on Oct. 8 during a car crash when a Honda Civic careened 
into the building. The building is currently closed. 

Colorado 
Workforce 

Center closed 
due to car crash

Valley ag students 
compete in FFA Range 

Judging Workshop
STAFF REPORT

SAN LUIS VAL-
LEY— High school ag-
riculture students from 
across the San Luis Val-
ley competed in the Fu-
ture Farmers of America 
(FFA) Range Judging 
and Plant Identification 
workshop held on Oct. 4 
at the Clark farm near 
Monte Vista.

The youth education-
al event was hosted by 
Matt Sinclair, an agri-
culture teacher at San-
gre De Cristo School 
near Mosca.

Matt Martinez, ag-
riculture teacher at 
Alamosa, co-hosted 
the event and provided 
lunch for the partici-
pants.

The Mosca-Hooper 
and Center Conser-
vation Districts, and 
Bill Brinton and Mat-
tea Freel, and the Rio 
Grande Watershed Con-
servation and Education 
Initiative (RGWCEI) 
provided the funding to 
support this youth edu-
cational event. 

The Colorado Section 
of the Society for Range 
Management, and Ben 
Berlinger, Youth Activi-
ties Committee chair, 
provided individual 
awards for the high-

scoring individuals as 
part of their youth ac-
tivities program.  

This rangeland edu-
cational youth event 
involved 21 agriculture 
students represent-
ing four FFA chapters 
in the Valley. Winning 
FFA teams were Sangre 
De Cristo, first place; 
Sargent second place; 
Monte Vista, third 
place; and Alamosa, 

fourth place.
During the competi-

tion, students were re-
quired to identify 20 
range plant species and 
one ecological site. Dur-
ing the plant identifica-
tion portion, students 
had one minute to iden-
tify the plant before 
moving on to the next 
plant.

At the ecological site, 

Courtesy photo

Haylee Freel, from Sangre De Cristo, was honored 
with high scoring individual on plant identification. 
Blue grama, one of the plant specimens, is shown in 
the foreground



Page 2 Valley Courier Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Record

PENDING OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday

October 11, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Beef Nachos/Refried Beans

Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Turkey Sausage & Cheese Sandwich

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Beef Nachos/Refried Beans

Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Beef Nachos/Refried Beans

Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Ronald Wyman
Blanca resident Ronald Wyman passed away Oct. 8, 2023. Arrangements are 

pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa. 

Carol Richardson
Antonito resident Carol Richardson passed away Oct. 9, 2023. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home.

Alamosa resident Er-
nestine Garcia, 91, was 
called home to be with 
the Lord on Oct. 8, 2023. 
She passed away at Ev-
ergreen Nursing Home 
with her loving family by 
her side.

Ernestine was wel-
comed into the world 
on Oct. 1, 1932, in Ojo 
Caliente, N.M., the be-
loved daughter of Boni-
facio Trejo and Evange-
lina Esquibel Trejo. She 
was united in marriage 
to Jose David Garcia on 
May 17, 1951, in El Rito, 
N.M. They moved to Mon-
te Vista, Colo., in 1957 to 
raise their seven children 
in the family home. Er-
nestine and Jose shared 
a happy and loving union 
until his passing in 2003.

She dedicated her life 
to caring for her fam-
ily. She was a devoted, 
selfless and loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
great- and great-great-
grandmother. Once her 
health started to decline, 
Ernestine moved to Ala-
mosa with her son Martin 

and his family in 2018. 
She will live on through 

her children Emily (Ese-
dor) Quintana, Cruz Gar-
cia, Bonifacio (Joann) 
Garcia, Martin (Gina) 
Garcia, 21 grandchildren, 
33 great-grandchildren, 
14 great-great-grand-
children, and brother 
Modesto Jiron. She is also 
survived by numerous ex-
tended family members 

and friends. 
Ernestine was preceded 

in death by her parents, 
stepfather Marcus Jiron, 
loving husband Jose 
David Garcia, children 
Michael David Garcia, 
Ernest Garcia, Michael 
Garcia, siblings Arnufo 
Trejo, Efren Trejo, Al-
fonso Trejo, Elizabeth 
Trykowski, Esquipula Pe-
dro Trejo, Estella Jiron, 
Tomas Jiron, Marcus 
Jiron, Geronimo Jiron 
and Theresa Medina. 

Vigil Service will be 
held on Thursday, Oct. 
12, 2023, at 7 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church 
in Monte Vista. Mass of 
the Resurrection will be 
held on Friday, Oct. 13, 
2023, at 10 a.m. also at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church. 
Interment will follow at 
the San Luis Valley Cem-
etery.

To leave online con-
dolences, please visit 
romerofuneralhomes.
com. The care of arrange-
ments has been entrusted 
to Romero Funeral Home 
of Alamosa.

Ernestine Garcia

On Oct. 3, 2023, Evelyn 
Lemen at the age of 88 
was called home to walk 
with Jesus. 

Evelyn was a woman 
with fierce determina-
tion. The eldest of nine 
children was born a true 
coal miner’s daughter in 
Durango, Colo. She was 
a kind, gentle, and loving 
wife, mother, sister and 
friend.

She had many talents; 
seamstress, homemaker, 
and a crochet queen. Ev-
elyn married a military 
man (Larry) and support-
ed his Air Force career 
during challenging times 
such as the Vietnam War. 
She was often left to be 
the sole parent to their 
three children and suc-
cessfully raised them with 
love and devotion.

In 1974, they moved to 
Alamosa, Colo. Evelyn 
worked hard to help sup-
port her family including 
the Gerry factory until 
they closed, the Alamosa 
Mushroom Farm and after 
working for Adams State 

College with a perfect at-
tendance, never missing 
a day of work in 10 years 
she worked as a provider 
for several homebound 
women over the years in 
addition to working with 
her husband in their wood 
working business. 

She is survived by her 
son Larry “Lars” Paul 
Lemen Jr. of Alamosa, 
Colo., her daughter Ra-
mona L. Miranda who is 
married to Julian Miran-
da of San Antonio, Texas, 
her brothers Dan (Julie) 
Hunt of Grand Junction, 
Colo., Lawrence (Susan) 
Hunt of Palm Coast, Fla.; 
her sisters Lois Crook 
of Panama City, Fla., 
Myrna Mobley of Grand 

Junction, Colo., and three 
grandchildren by her son 
David R. Lemen, who pre-
cedes her in death;  Eve-
lyn was also preceded in 
death by her loving hus-
band of 64 years Larry 
Paul Lemen.

Evelyn was a friend to 
all who met her and will 
be deeply missed by her 
family and friends.

A visitation for Evelyn 
will be held Thursday, 
Oct. 12, 2023, at Rog-
ers Family Mortuary in 
Alamosa from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m.  A memorial service 
will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 14, 2023, at Calva-
ry Bible Chapel at 7160 
Brush Lane in Alamosa 
at 11 a.m. In lieu of flow-
ers please consider dona-
tions to Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans, D.A.V.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
rangements. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes, 
and words of comfort for 
Evelyn’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Evelyn Lemen

By COLORADO 
PARKS AND 

WILDLIFE
C O L O R A D O 

SPRINGS — On the eve-
ning of Wednesday, Oct. 
4, Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife officers respond-
ed to a call for help that 
was initially described 
as a bear attack with 
injuries involving two 
boys in a heavily wooded 
open space in Colorado 
Springs.

Officers immediate-
ly responded, arriving 
around 5:30 p.m. to find 
an aggressive sow had 
twice charged at the boys, 
ages 12 and 13, causing 
one boy to run into a tree 
branch, suffering a minor 
injury.

The CPW officers, along 
with officers with the 
Colorado Springs Police 
Department, immedi-
ately began a search of 
the open space to find the 
sow, estimated to be 150 
pounds, and her two cubs, 
each weighing about 50 

pounds.
Quickly, they found the 

sow. The bear was aggres-
sive toward the officer, 
as it had threatened the 
boys, and the CPW officer 
euthanized the bear.

Then the team began an 
hours-long search in the 
darkness in heavy brush 
for the cubs. The goal was 
to capture them and re-
lease them in the moun-
tains in more suitable 
bear habitat. At their age 
and weight, the cubs were 
old enough to survive on 
their own.

Officers placed a trap 
above the spot where the 
bears were first encoun-
tered.

Meanwhile, a CSPD 
drone was brought to the 
scene to search for heat 
signatures that would lo-
cate the bears. The cubs 
were located and officers 
scared them up a tree so 
they could be tranquil-
ized. 

CPW officers darted 
each cub with a tranquil-

izing drug, causing them 
to fall from the tree. The 
officers then carried them 
out of the brush and drove 
them to the CPW South-
east Region office where 
they were tagged for re-
lease and given a drug to 
reverse the tranquilizer. 
However, one of the cubs 
never revived.

The surviving cub was 
released Friday morning 
in a remote mountain lo-
cation.

“This was an unfortu-
nate situation where a sow 
had become dangerously 
aggressive toward people 
instead of being scared of 
humans,” said Tim Kroen-
ing, CPW wildlife manag-
er for the Pikes Peak area. 
“There was no choice but 
to put it down after it re-
peatedly charged people.

“And the death of the 
cub was a sad reminder of 
why CPW is reluctant to 
tranquilize wildlife. There 
are many risks involved 
when tranquilizing wild-
life.”

Dangerous bear that charged 
two boys put down by CPW

Kiwanis Club of South Fork’s annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner set for Nov. 23

File photos

South Fork Kiwanis has announced that it will once again be hosting its annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner on Nov. 23.

South Fork Kiwanis is seeking volunteers for its an-
nual Thanksgiving Dinner. 

By ALAMOSA FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

ALAMOSA — The Ala-
mosa Fire Department is 
teaming up with the Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation (NFPA) — the 
official sponsor of Fire Pre-
vention Week (FPW) for 
more than 100 years — to 
promote this year’s FPW 
campaign, “Cooking safety 
starts with YOU. Pay at-
tention to fire prevention.” 
The campaign works to ed-
ucate people about simple 
but important actions they 
can take when cooking to 
keep themselves and those 
around them safe.  

According to NFPA, 
cooking is the leading 
cause of home fires and 
home fire injuries in the 
United States. Unattend-
ed cooking is the leading 
cause of cooking fires and 
deaths.

“Year after year, cook-
ing remains the leading 
cause of home fires by far, 

accounting for half (49 
percent) of all U.S. home 
fires,” said Lorraine Carli, 
vice president of outreach 
and advocacy at NFPA. 
“These numbers tell us 
that there is still much 
work to do when it comes 
to better educating the 
public about ways to stay 
safe when cooking.” 

The Alamosa Fire De-
partment encourages all 
residents to embrace the 
2023 Fire Prevention 
Week theme, “Cooking 
safety starts with YOU,” 
said AFD Chief Bill Stone. 
“A cooking fire can grow 
quickly. I have seen many 
homes damaged and peo-
ple injured by fires that 
could easily have been 
prevented.”

The Alamosa Fire De-
partment offers these key 
safety tips to help reduce 
the risk of a cooking fire.

• Watch what you heat. 
Always keep a close eye on 
what you are cooking. Set 

a timer to remind you that 
you are cooking.

• Turn pot handles 
toward the back of the 
stove. Always keep a lid 
nearby when cooking. If 
a small grease fire starts, 
slide the lid over the pan 
and turn off the burner. 

• Have a “kid- and pet-
free zone” of at least 3 feet 
around the stove or grill 
and anywhere else hot 
food or drink is prepared 
or carried.

For more general infor-
mation about Fire Pre-
vention Week and cooking 
safety, visit www.fpw.org. 
For fire safety fun for kids, 
visit sparky.org.

AFD reminds people ‘Cooking 
safety starts with YOU’

By Lyndsie Ferrell
SOUTH FORK — For 

over 30 years, the South 
Fork Kiwanis Club has 
hosted a free annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner at 
the South Fork Commu-
nity Center.  

According to South 
Fork Kiwanis Club 
President Karen Miller 
the club has been work-
ing with the Rio Grande 
Hospital to prepare the 
turkeys which in the 
past served upward of 
300 people on Thanks-
giving Day.

Though there have 
been a few changes, 
Miller hopes that this 
year the dinner will con-
tinue to be great and fill 
up a lot of tummies. Ev-
erybody is still welcome.

“I have been doing this 
for a long time and each 
year presents some chal-
lenges. Our main chal-
lenge is getting enough 
people to help with the 
event. In the past, it was 
very well received, and 
we hope to see that every 
year, but we really could 
use some help, both be-
fore the event and for 
cleanup in addition to 
other positions through-
out the day,” said Miller.

The club has opted to 
cut back on the number 
of turkeys because some 
neighboring towns have 
decided to have dinner, 

so it has cut down on 
how many people attend 
and serve at the event.

“We do have our regu-
lars and each year we 
meet more and more 
wonderful people. It’s a 
great social event and 
watching everybody 
mingle while enjoying 
the dinner makes ev-
erything worth it. It is 
great having the sup-
port that we do! We also 
can’t thank our sponsors 
enough that contribute 
to the cost of holding this 
event. Businesses and 
individuals generously 
donate each year to help 
us,” said Miller.

The event features a 
traditional Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with all the 
fixings and dessert at 
the South Fork Commu-
nity Center from 11 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. on Nov. 23. 
This year will be a buf-
fet-style dinner instead 
of the regularly served 
meal that has occurred 
in the past.

One thing that has 
never changed is the 
dedication, preparation 
and work that goes into 
hosting this massive 
event, “almost like mom 
makes,” Miller says. 
“There will be an oppor-
tunity to provide gently 
used clothing including 
cold weather apparel 
and we will take non-
perishable foods to dis-
tribute to the food banks 
around the Valley.”

For more information 
or to volunteer for the 
event, contact Miller at 
mkmillermink@aol.com 
or by calling and or tex-
ting 720-313-4834.
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all other state agencies 
— including Colorado 
Department of Human 
Services, DYS, the court 
system and law enforce-
ment — with a goal of im-
proving services provided 
and experiences of youth 
and families impacted by 
those agencies and sys-
tems.

They are available 
to answer questions 
people may have that 
aren’t easily answered 
anywhere else, such as 
how a parent can get 
visits with their child, 
explaining who makes 
decisions about where a 
parent’s child lives, how 
the parent can advocate 
for their child, why their 
child was disciplined, 
how to get documents 
about their child’s case 
and what to do if they 
think their child is being 
hurt by someone. 

CPO starts by, most 
importantly, listening to 
kids and parents in con-
versations that are free 
and confidential. They 
then investigate any con-
cerns reported to them 
by any Coloradan about 
what’s happening with 
their case and the child 
protection system.

They then determine 
what is the best way to re-
solve the concerns they’ve 

heard, which might mean 
improving communica-
tions or resolving con-
flicts that are based on 
misunderstanding.

In terms of the bigger 
picture, CPO also iden-
tifies trends where the 
community’s needs have 
changed, and the system 
hasn’t had the funding or 
the resources or the or-
ganizational practices to 
keep up with the change. 

As a result of that pro-
cess, CPO will make pub-
lic recommendations for a 
system to improve.

Finally, CPO takes 
what they’ve learned and 
meets with lawmakers, 
professionals and others 
to advocate for legislation 
and policies that bring 
lasting, positive change 
impacting the lives of 
children and families.

The best way for some-
one who needs to under-
stand how systems work 
in a better way or has a 
concern about something 
that is happening is to 
reach out to CPO directly. 

In the meeting they 
held with local groups, 
staff with CPO assured 
the group that there will 
be someone specifically 
assigned to the San Luis 
Valley to address con-
cerns coming out of this 
area. They also empha-
sized that all conversa-
tions and concerns are 
held in the strictest of 
confidence.

Michael Teague, direc-
tor of Public Affairs with 
CPO, provided more in-
formation to the Valley 
Courier. Beginning July 
1, he says, CPO’s Client 
Services team that han-
dles calls to their agency 
adopted a regional model 
that assigns each analyst 
to a specific region as out-
lined by the Colorado Hu-
man Services Directors 
Association (CHSDA). 
That team is led by Di-
rector of Client Services 
Amanda Pennington 
(cc’d) and attached is a 
map of the regions.

All calls — regardless of 
region — come in through 
CPO’s main intake line 
and then are assigned to 
the Client Services Ana-
lyst for the respective re-
gion.

CPO can be contacted 
in two ways, either by 
calling 720-625-8640 or 
by out a complaint online 
at https://coloradocpo.org

Local groups that at-
tended the meeting in-
cluded the Alamosa 
School District, the Cen-
ter for Restorative Pro-
gram, SLV Behavioral 
Health Group, Alamosa 
County Department of 
Human Services and Tu 
Casa. Aaron Miltenberg-
er, executive director of 
the Boys and Girls Club of 
the SLV and board mem-
ber of Child Protection 
Ombudsman of Colorado 
was also in attendance.

ing, all of those are in 
that plan.

Waters: Can you ad-
dress the implications 
that the ending of federal 
Covid related funding to 
schools will have on the 
district?

Gay: I think that will 
be a challenge going for-
ward. Like anything we 
need to adapt. We adapt-
ed to the needs of Covid. 
We always need more 
staff than we can afford. 
We just have to adapt to 
the needs of the district 
and be realistic about 
what our budget will al-
low, and just work with 
what we know we will 
have.

Waters: What is the 
most pressing issue con-
fronting the district?

Gay: There are two, 
they go hand in hand. 
We have a gap, when we 
look at academic achieve-
ment, we have had a lot 
of progress in academic 
achievement. But the 
growth piece— making 
sure that our students 
are a grade level and 
they understand and 
they have learned the 
material at each grade 
level. That gap is very 
difficult to close and we 
are really working on it. 
That is definitely a prior-
ity area that we need to 
maintain.

We have an issue that 
plays into this; post-COV-
ID, we have an issue with 
attendance. In post-Cov-
id, it has been a struggle 
to get students back into 
the classroom. This is a 
problem throughout the 
state, not so much the na-
tion. I think we are fourth 

lowest in that attendance 
issue. It is an issue as a 
state and I’m not sure 
why. It definitely is an is-
sue and I wonder why?

On a four-day week [the 
district recently transi-
tioned to a four-day week] 
every day matters and it 
has a big impact on stu-
dents when they miss just 
one day of school. I feel 
like they feed each other, 
we want to close the gap 
and we want to get more 
students at grade level 
performance, and to con-
tinue growing beyond 
that would be wonderful. 
But if they are not there, 
how do we do that? It is a 
struggle. Those two piec-
es are important to stay 
focused on.

A sense of belonging is 
important, it needs to be a 
place kids want to be, and 
if they want to be there 
attendance improves, and 
their learning improves, 
so they all build on them-
selves.

Waters: I understand 
you have a master’s de-
gree in education. How is 
that an asset to you as a 
board member?

Gay: Yes, both of my 
degrees are from Adams 
State. I taught for three 
years in Monte Vista in 
the middle school and I 
really enjoyed it. This just 
adds another perspective 
when we are discussing 
implementing new ideas. 
Anything we are discuss-
ing district-wide, it is im-
portant to have a teacher 
voice, a parent voice, com-
munity voices, and make 
sure we are really listen-
ing to how things will 
affect people. Being an 
experienced teacher, this 
just helps give me an-
other perspective to pro-
vide another way to look 

at various issues. It helps 
to consider the big picture 
and how it impacts every-
body.

Waters: Anything else 
you can tell our readers?

Gay: I do think that I 
do come to the board with 
the advantage of being a 
parent of three children 
in the school, I have an el-
ementary student, a mid-
dle school student and a 
high school student.

I have been a very ac-
tive parent in the district 
for the past eight years. 
I’m on the district ac-
countability committee. 
I’ve been active in the el-
ementary PTO program. I 
have also been on the uni-
fied district leadership 
committee, the four-day 
week committee. When 
we were looking for a su-
perintendent, I was part 
of the parent stakeholder 
group. I’ve been an active 
participant for a num-
ber of years. I know the 
people involved, I know 
the history and it helps to 
have a bigger perspective.

This is part of my deci-
sion to run, I feel I have a 
good sense of what is go-
ing on in the district, the 
need of the district, what 
our weaknesses are, what 
our strengths are.

Education, if you want 
to make a change, it does 
take time and sometimes 
people get impatient with 
that. Sometimes it takes 
time and all of these 
years being on these com-
mittees has really helped 
me understand that.

The Valley Courier 
interview with Kaylee 
Gomez-Romero who is 
challenging Gay for the 
District 1 position on the 
Alamosa School Board of 
Education was published 
on Oct. 10.

students had to complete 
a rangeland inventory 
to determine the veg-
etation composition and 
rangeland condition of 
the site and analyze the 
condition of the soil sur-
face for protection from 
erosion.

Judging the ecologi-
cal site also tested plant 
identification skills. 

Following lunch guest 
speaker, Bill Brinton gave 
an interesting presen-
tation about soil health 
and the five principles 
of restoring soil health 
on ranches and farms in 
Colorado.

Pete and Leah Clark 
discussed how their graz-
ing management strate-
gies are improving their 
rangeland and enabling 
them to work coopera-
tively with the Monte 
Vista National Wildlife 
Refuge.  

The Range Judging 
Contest is one of many 
FFA Career Development 
agriculture students can 
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Pete and Leah Clark discuss their ranching operation 
and cooperative grazing management with the Monte 
Vista National Wildlife Refuge.

participate in to test their 
skills and knowledge 
learned through their 
agricultural education 
classes.

Through the Range 
Judging Contest, stu-
dents are tested on their 
plant identification skills 
and reading the land-
scape to determine the 
ecological site, condition 
of the rangeland, amount 
of usable forage, and 
number of animals that 
can be properly support-
ed on the land.

FFA Advisors, Mos-
ca-Hooper and Center 
Conservation Districts, 
RGWCEI, Monte Vista 
NWR, and the CO Section 
of the Society for Range 
Management made this 
event a success for all the 
participating high school 
agriculture students. A 
special thank you went 
to the Clark farm for al-
lowing the use of their 
farmstead and providing 
an excellent venue for 
this educational youth 
event.

By MARIE MCCOLM
HOOPER — The sun 

was shining, the peo-
ple were smiling, and a 
slight breeze, along with 
the fresh scent of hay, 
was present in the air at 
the Hooper Festival on 
Saturday, Oct. 7.

Hooper Town Park had 
a cozy, happy atmosphere 
with approximately 55 
people. There were hay 
bales spread out over the 
park. People sat on hay 
bales and talked. Chil-
dren ran back and forth 
on the grass. The vendor 
booths were busy. 

Many people looked at 
and talked about the new 
playground equipment 
that was installed on 
the other side of Hooper 
Town Park. 

Installation of the 
equipment began on 
Sept. 4. The playground 
equipment was donated 
by a local school. Over 
a month, all the play-
ground equipment was 
put up with help from 
volunteers in the com-
munity. A grant for the 
equipment installation 
and revitalization of 

People spent part of their Saturday afternoon at the sec-
ond annual Hooper Festival on Saturday, Oct. 7.

Hooper celebrates new playground at annual festival

the park was initiated 
by town trustee Mimi 
Dolan. There were three 
phases to the playground 
and park’s progression, 
and the installation of 
the equipment was phase 
one and Saturday cele-
brated its completion.

Alamosa County Com-
missioner Lori Laske 
also attended the festi-
val.

At 1 p.m., people gath-
ered near the middle cor-
ner of the park, where 
a red ribbon with a bow 
had been placed, to of-
ficially open the newly 

installed playground 
equipment to the public.

Hooper Mayor Tommy 
Dentler said, “The last 
month the whole entire 
town has come togeth-
er to put together this 
playground for the com-
munity. They went from 
Saturday from 9 in the 
morning until 5 in the af-
ternoon, weekdays from 
5 in the afternoon until 8 
at night. We were work-
ing in the rain, wind, in 
the dark, we had head-
lights on, just to get it 
done. We are very, very, 
excited. I am grateful 

Photos by Marie Mccolm

Hooper held a ribbon cutting for its new playground equipment on Saturday, Oct. 7.

Children, and some adults, played on the new play-
ground equipment on Saturday, Oct. 7, at the Hooper 
Town Park.

and humbled. A lot of us 
believed that we could 
not get it done in the 
specific time frame. I am 
very grateful and excited 
that we did. Thank you, 
guys, very much for that. 
I really appreciate it. I 
am going to welcome up 
Lori Laske. She is go-
ing to go ahead and say 
a couple of words and we 
will go from there. Thank 
you.”

Commissioner Laske 
then said, “I am Lori 
Laske as the mayor men-
tioned. I am the Alamosa 
County Commissioner 
that is for this region. I 
just want to tell you we 
are proud of Alamosa 
County helping with 
some of the funding for 
this project. The truly 
remarkable thing about 
this project is what this 
community has done in 
your leadership. When 
you have Mayor Dentler, 
and the board of trustees 
to lead you in this and to 
put this project together, 
specifically we had Mimi 
Dolan one of your trust-
ees that got a match-
ing grant. This is truly 
a sense of community. I 
can tell you I have never 
seen this much commit-
ment and devotion from 

the community. I just 
want to tell you I take 
a lot of pride in that in 
Alamosa. I also want to 
tell the rest of Colorado, 
bring it on. I can tell 
you what the commu-
nity looks like, it’s called 
Hooper, Colorado! Would 
you all help me give a big 
round of applause to the 
mayor and trustees.”

Commissioner Laske 
then recognized the 
trustees. Mayor Dentler 
gave a special thank you 
to Dolan.

“She is actually the one 
who started the grant, 
took care of it, and put 
it into motion,” he said. 
“The first grant ever in 
the town of Hooper, in 
125 years. We want to 
thank you and we appre-
ciate it from the bottom 
of our heart.” 

Trustee Dolan said, “I 
have lived here for over 
25 years, and in that 
time, I have never seen 
so much community at 
work. It is amazing and 
heartwarming because I 
know that this is where I 
am going to stay. I know 
this is my home. It is so 
nice to see it coming to-
gether like this.” 

Mayor Dentler then 
called everyone together 
to cut the ribbon.

“Alright guys on the 
count of 3 the playground 
is open,” he said. Mayor 
Dentler counted down 
from three to one and cut 
the ribbon. 

Mayor Dentler also 
chuckled and said, “This 
is for the kids, and for 
the community, and a 
couple of the guys went 
down the slide too.”



Page 4 Valley Courier Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Opinion

Editor's Note: The views expressed in individual columns on this page do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Valley Courier.

(ISSN 1047-1170)

Keith R Cerny
Publisher

Your FIRST Source for Local News

The Valley Courier is published daily, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday by San Luis Valley Publishing, 2205 State Ave., Alamosa, Colo. 
81101. Web site: www.alamosanews.com. Periodicals Postage: is paid at Alamosa, Colo., Monte Vista, Colo., La Jara, Colo., and Fort Garland, Colo. 
Phone (719) 589-2553. Postmaster send change of address to P.O. Box 1099.

Debbie Sowards Advertising Manager
Adam Lopez Advertising & Digital Sales
John Waters News Editor
Priscilla Waggoner Staff Writer

Ryker Alonzo Editorial Assistant
Ken Hamrick Sports Editor
Shasta Quintana Circulation
Richard R. Quintana Mailroom Supervisor/Press

Brian Williams
Managing Editor

■ Letters policy
Letters are welcome and encouraged. 

All letters submitted for publication in the 
Valley Courier must be typewritten, signed 
by the author, and must include a phone 
number and address where the author can 
be reached. Letters must not be libelous. The 
Courier will not run letters that are negative 
to specific businesses. We reserve the right 
to edit for clarity, civility and accuracy. Please 
limit letters to 500 words or less.

The Courier’s editorial board reserves the 
right to reject a letter for reasons  it  believes 
are appropriate. Letters may be subject to 
editing to fit available space, or exclusion 
from the Opinion Page. Please, no poetry. 
Please send signed letters to P.O. Box 1099, 
Alamosa, CO 81101 or email them to news@
alamosanews. com. Letters to staff, not for 
publication, should be marked “personal.”

LETTER

To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:
 khamrick@alamosanews.com

Dozens of TVs, re-
frigerators, stoves, 
washers, dryers and 
abandoned cars had 
either been gunshot, 
torched or both.

This place of de-
struction was what 
some locals called 
“Carnage Canyon,” 
roughly 30 acres off 
Lefthand Canyon in 
Boulder County.

It was a shocking 
sight, but was it unique? Think about 
your own nearby public lands.

This canyon’s history began with 
mountain biking. Sometime in early 
2000, a mountain biker discovered the 
canyon and developed a trail through it. 
Then, more bikers came in droves and 
“motocrossers” also loved it, particular-
ly because nobody was around making 
rules or telling them what to do.

Nobody complained to the Forest Ser-
vice, the managing federal agency.

After them came people in Jeeps who 
liked to plow through mud, crawl over 
big rocks and climb up the sides of the 
canyon. They also widened the trail into 
a one-lane, eroded dirt road.

Still other folks figured the canyon 
was a great place to dispose of junk cars 
and appliances until the place began to 
resemble an open landfill. Target prac-
tice came next. Still, no one complained.

What else happened to this much-
abused canyon? A murder and man-
hunt followed by a homeless people 
whose encampments were not healthy 
for what was left of the woods. Yet none 
of this was the cause for restoring the 
canyon to its original state.

Hey, there were no complaints!
But here’s how erosion changed 

things. It brought water carrying large 
amounts of silt down past the canyon’s 
mouth and into Lefthand Creek. After 
the silt killed all the aquatic insects, 
the trout left. It was people who liked 
fishing for trout who demanded that the 

Rob
Pudim

Writers On 
The Range

Let’s blow the 
whistle on 
public-land 

abusers

steam be fixed, and that meant the can-
yon had to be restored.

The Forest Service invited two non-
profit groups — Wild Lands Restora-
tion Volunteers and Trail Ridge Road 
Runners — and Walsh Environmental 
Services to restore the canyon.

Over seven years, bullet-ridden de-
bris was hauled away and the squat-
ters discouraged. But it took hundreds 
of volunteers to dam the erosion chan-
nels — one 20 feet deep — and replant 
grass, shrubs and trees in the trashed 
roads and open areas.

Some areas had eroded so steeply that 
a person could stand upright, reach out 
and touch the ground. Hay bales used 
to mulch grass seeds would tumble 
down the slope like bison stampeding 
over a cliff.

But one problem remained, and it was 
a big one: target shooting. A number of 
“near misses” made many shooters un-
easy. There were also five documented 
shootings involving Forest Service em-
ployees and 10 complaints from area 
residents about flying bullets too close 
for comfort.

When the Forest Service erected signs 
closing the area to recreational shoot-
ing, their signs became targets riddled 
with bullet holes. But after the canyon 
was damaged by flooding in 2013, mo-
torized access became blocked and tar-

get shooting was phased out.
These days, the canyon no longer 

looks lunar, fish are finally back and 
silt traps at the bottom of the canyon 
are almost empty. Mountain bikers are 
welcome on designated trails.

Locals liked to blame tourists, new-
comers and outsiders for the illegal 
dumping, vandalism and unregulated 
shooting in the mountains. But Car-
nage Canyon’s problem areas were not 
tourist destinations, and most of the 
broken appliances and shot-out signs 
were problems well before the surge of 
newcomers.

The truth is that when damage occurs 
over the decades, it is usually done by 
people who live in the area. We have 
to put the blame where it belongs, and 
that’s on us. We are the yahoos who do 
this, not Californians or Texans.

It’s also true that no government 
agency will act unless we complain. So 
when there’s an opportunity to partici-
pate in planning for what the agency 
calls “travel management,” we need to 
get involved.

I was one of the volunteers who 
worked several summers to help restore 
the battered landscape once called Car-
nage Canyon. The work was reward-
ing, as all improvements were better 
than what was there, but volunteers 
shouldn’t have to be called in to clean 

everything up.
Federal agencies need to be better 

protectors of the public lands they man-
age for us. And when we see rampant 
abuse, we need to blow the whistle to 
protect the lands we all own.

Rob Pudim is a contributor to Writers 
on the Range, writersontherange.org, 
an independent nonprofit dedicated to 
spurring lively conversation about the 
West. He is a cartoonist and public-land 
advocate in the Denver area.
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By SAN LUIS VALLEY IMMIGRANT 
RESOURCES CENTER

Survivors of domestic violence have 
a similar story to share, but what sets 
the experiences of immigrant survivors 
aside from others? In particular, the ex-
periences of Latino immigrant survivors 
living in the San Luis Valley. 

Lo que sucede dentro del hogar, se 
queda dentro del hogar. What happens 
within the home stays within the home. 
Unfortunately, this phrase resonates 
with most immigrant survivors of do-
mestic violence as it is an innate way of 
living for them. Specifically, any domes-
tic issue that occurs within the home 
must remain a private affair and domes-
tic violence is no exception. The notion 
even goes further to include that despite 
domestic violence causing suffering and 
chaos within the home, the survivor is 
expected to live with it for the sake of 
keeping their family together. The for-
mal term for this concept is familismo. 

Aside from familismo, immigrant sur-
vivors face many other challenges as to 
why they remain in abusive relation-
ships. The main challenge they face in-
volves language barriers as the majority 
(of whom live in the Valley) primarily 
speak Spanish or Q’anjob’al, a Mayan 
language from Guatemala.

The lack of language justice found 
within organizations throughout the 
Valley causes negative implications as 
immigrant survivors are afraid to call 
certain service providers and or organi-
zations to seek assistance despite meet-
ing their qualifications. Some are even 
afraid to call law enforcement not only 
because of the language barrier, but be-
cause they believe calling the police will 
automatically put them at risk of losing 
their legal status in the U.S. or getting 
deported.

In fact, abusers will intimidate or 
threaten their victims by saying they 
will call ICE on them if they leave the re-

lationship, take the children elsewhere, 
disclose the abuse to anyone, or simply 
for remaining in contact with friends 
and or family. Another challenge that 
is common amongst immigrant survi-
vors living in the Valley involves feeling 
overwhelmed and/or untrusting of the 
Judicial System simply because victim 
rights are nonexistent in their home 
country and the U.S. judicial system is 
a foreign arena to them.

Lastly, adequate, and affordable 
housing is a huge barrier that immi-
grant survivors face. The majority of 
immigrant survivors are undocument-
ed, stay-at-home-mothers, non-English 
speakers, and single parents. All these 
factors affect them in obtaining hous-
ing because they lack legal status, a 
social security number, employment, 
and credit history, etc.- which are usual 
requirements by most landlords/rental 
agencies. Needless to mention, the SLV 
has a huge housing crisis as rental units 

are scarce, and rent is high.
How can San Luis Valley immigrant 

survivors of domestic violence be better 
supported? They can be better support-
ed by receiving services in their native 
language, receiving information about 
their victim rights, and SLV organiza-
tions collaborating with one another, 
especially with the SLV Immigrant Re-
source Center (SLVIRC). 

The SLVIRC can offer assistance to 
survivors through its Crime Victim 
Housing (CVH) and legal assistance 
program. Under the CVH program, sur-
vivors can receive financial assistance, 
interpretation services, assistance in 
navigating the Judicial System and 
advocacy. As for the legal assistance 
program, they can receive information 
and assistance in filing for immigration 
relief under VAWA or the U-Visa, both 
free of charge. For any information, 
please reach out to SLVIRC at 719-587-
3225.

Lo que sucede dentro del hogar — What happens within the home

Editor,
In 1988, President Ronald Regan pro-

claimed October Pregnancy and Infant 
Loss Awareness Month. Pregnancy and 
Infant Loss Remembrance Day is ob-
served on Oct. 15 each year and includes 
the International Wave of Light.

National Pregnancy and Infant Loss 
Awareness Month has become a safe 

space for those grieving a loss and oth-
ers trying to understand and comfort. 
This October, discover ways to commu-
nicate gently and sensitively to grieving 
parents and anyone suffering the loss of 
an infant.

There are activities and community 
resources available and closer than you 
think. Tens of thousands of families 

across the United States are devastated 
each year by the death of their baby. But 
the grief of these families and the value 
of their babies’ lives are very rarely ac-
knowledged.

Promoting awareness of pregnancy 
and infant loss not only increases the 
likelihood that grieving families will 
receive understanding and support, but 

also results in improved education and 
prevention efforts which may ultimately 
reduce the incidence of these tragedies.

Here is a list of ways to participate in 
giving awareness and remembrance to 
our children.

• Tying blue and pink ribbons around 
trees in yards, neighborhoods, and parks

• Light candles and display them in 
your window Oct. 15, 7 p.m.; participate 
in the International Wave of Light by 
lighting a candle at 7 p.m. local time 
to honor all babies gone too soon. Keep 
your candle lit for at least one hour 
to create a continuous “wave of light” 
across all time zones covering the entire 
globe.

From having this personal experience 
in my family’s life, it is comforting to be 
able to share this information with the 
community. If you have had this experi-
ence in your life as well remember you 
are not alone and it is OK to not to be 
OK.

This is written in memory of our 
daughter Emma Mae Irene Trujillo. Her 
first birthday would have been on Oct. 
9, 2023.

Ruby and Andrew Trujillo
Monte Vista

October is Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month
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STAFF REPORT
MONTE VISTA — The 

seventh annual Rio Reels 
Film Festival will take 
place Friday, Oct. 20 from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the Ski-Hi 
Banquet Hall in Monte 
Vista.

Hosted by the Rio 
Grande Headwaters 
Restoration Project, the 
event will include dinner, 
drinks, and a great selec-
tion of river-related short 
films. This year’s films 
will include engaging sto-
ries from all around the 
world, including the Pacif-
ic Northwest, Patagonia, 
Tasmania, and Colorado. 
Included in the festival 

Rio Reels fundraiser offers 
engaging short films on Oct. 20

is, “Romeo November: A 
Lighthawk Story,” which 
is a film by American Riv-
ers that tells the story of 
a number of nature-based 
solutions people on the 
Colorado River are using 
to address habitat degra-
dation and fire impacts.

Part of the event will be 
a silent auction and door 
prizes that include lodg-
ing, art, outdoor gear, 
clothing, and more. Ad-
vance tickets are avail-
able online for $30 and 
can be found by visiting 
riograndeheadwaters.org 
or searching for Rio Reels 
Film Festival on Event-
brite. Tickets will also be 

sold at the door for $40.
The Rio Grande Head-

waters Restoration Proj-
ect has been completing 
projects throughout the 
watershed for over 20 
years. Funds raised from 
the event go directly to-
wards these projects to 
improve water quality, 
wildlife habitat, recre-
ation opportunities, and 
overall river health! 

The event would not be 
possible without sponsors 
American Rivers, Cone-
jos Water Conservancy 
District, Cooley and Sons 
Construction, Cultivating 
Hearts, Robins Construc-
tion, San Luis Valley Ir-

rigation District, Stephen 
Quiller, Stone’s Farm 
Supply, Trinchera Ranch, 

and the other artists, in-
dividuals, and business-
es who have generously 

sponsored this event and 
donated to the silent auc-
tion.

By SAMANTHA 
DIETEL

Colorado Newsline
WASHINGTON — U.S. 

lawmakers are pushing a 
bill that would boost sup-
port for organic farmers 
amid rising demand for 
their products.

U.S. Sens. Tammy Bald-
win of Wisconsin and An-
gus King of Maine in the 
Senate, alongside U.S. 
Reps. Chellie Pingree of 
Maine and Annie Kuster 
of New Hampshire in the 
House, introduced the 
Organic Market Develop-
ment Act in late Septem-
ber. The bill would codify 
and increase funding for 
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Organic Market 
Development Grant pro-
gram, which allows organ-
ic farmers and producers 
to apply for grants to help 
support their businesses.

The lawmakers are 
working to include this 
legislation in the upcom-
ing farm bill.

The bill is also co-
sponsored by Sens. Peter 
Welch, a Vermont Demo-
crat, and Kristen Gilli-
brand, a New York Demo-
crat. Rep. Andrea Salinas, 
an Oregon Democrat, is 
also a co-sponsor.

Earlier this year, the 
OMDG program was pro-
vided a one-time $75 mil-
lion allotment through the 
Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration. The program is cur-
rently only funded for the 
2023 fiscal year, a spokes-
person from Pingree’s of-
fice said in a written state-
ment.

This bill would maintain 
that $75 million each year 
while also investing an 
additional recurring $25 
million in appropriations 
beginning with the 2024 
fiscal year.

“This bicameral bill 
would formally authorize 
the Organic Market De-
velopment Grant program 
by Congress to ensure it 
is a long-lasting, contin-
ued program versus a one-
time round of funding,” a 
spokesperson from Pin-
gree’s office said.

Demand for organic 
food

Organic agriculture 
sales reached $60 billion 
last year and are continu-
ing to rise, according to a 
Baldwin press release.

“We know the demand 
for organic foods is grow-
ing dramatically right 
now, and so we want to 
equip our organic farmers 
with the tools they need 
to meet that demand,” 
Baldwin, a Democrat, told 
States Newsroom.

King, an independent, 
said the bill would help 
his state’s growing organic 
food movement, which he 
said is “an important part 
of our agricultural econo-
my.”

“Anything I can do to 
help support the growth 
of that business is some-
thing I’m very interested 
in,” King said. “That’s why 
I introduced the bill. It’s a 
big deal.”

Potential aid to or-

ganic farmers 
According to the Bald-

win release, the Organic 
Market Development 
Grant program “aims to 
support the development 
of new and expanded or-
ganic markets by building 
and expanding capacity” 
for many aspects of the or-
ganic agriculture industry, 
including:

• Production
• Aggregation
• Processing
• Manufacturing
• Storing
• Transporting
• Wholesaling
• Distribution
• Development of con-

sumer markets
Organic farmers and 

producers can use these 
funds to upgrade their 
equipment and facilities, 
according to the Baldwin 
release.

Baldwin said the leg-
islation would “build on 
the success of the Organ-
ic Market Development 
Grant program and allow 
more producers to access 
these resources and tools 
to grow our agriculture 
economy and ensure Wis-
consin remains a leader in 
the organic food industry.”

Wisconsin had the sec-
ond-highest number of cer-
tified organic farms in the 
U.S. in 2021 with 1,455, 
according to a USDA re-
port.

“Wisconsin’s organic 
farmers and businesses 
are stepping up to meet 
the growing demand for 
organic products, and I’m 
committed to delivering 
the support they need to 
grow their businesses and 
reach new markets,” Bald-
win said in a press release.

Organic food in Maine
King said Maine’s organ-

ic farmers “face increasing 
challenges from changing 
global markets, climate 
change,” so they should 
receive continued support 
and resources to “evolve 
with the times.”

“The Organic Market 
Development Act would 
codify an existing, and 
highly in demand, grant 
program to ensure the con-
tinuance of grant funding 
to Maine’s organic farmers 
so that they can respond to 

these challenges and pave 
the way for the future of 
the organic food industry,” 
King said in a press re-
lease.

Pingree, a Maine Dem-
ocrat who is a member 
of both the House Agri-
culture Committee and 
House Appropriations Ag-
riculture Subcommittee, 
is also a longtime organic 
farmer.

“As more farmers con-
sider making the transi-
tion from conventional to 
organic farming, we must 
strengthen organic pro-
cessing and storage and 
enhance market opportu-
nities,” Pingree said in a 
press release.

Pingree is also a co-chair 
of the House Organic Cau-
cus, and she worked on the 
previous farm bill.

“The bill also expands 
grants to cover cold stor-
age, which there is a huge, 
unmet need for. In Maine, 
for example, a dairy farm-
er applied for an Organic 
Market Development 
Grant, but wasn’t eligible 
because it was for cold 
storage,” a spokesperson 
from Pingree’s office said. 
“This bill would ensure the 
program grants cover cold 
storage, which is an impor-
tant aspect of successful, 
organic farming.”

The OMDG program re-
ceived approximately 200 
applications from across 
the U.S. While grants have 
not been awarded yet, Pin-
gree’s spokesperson said it 
is anticipated that “all the 
current funds allocated 
will be used.”

Organic farmers and 
producers in Maine and 
across the country have 
been asking for these re-
sources for years, Pin-
gree’s spokesperson said, 
and cited a 2020 study 
that ranked Maine second 
in the nation for the avail-
ability of organic food.

“There’s a strong need 
in Maine and across the 
U.S. for more organic pro-
cessing, storage and new 
marketing opportunities,” 
Pingree’s spokesperson 
said. “This bill would do 
just that.”

The Maine Organic 
Farmers and Gardeners 
Association has shown sup-

port for the bill. MOFGA 
said the bill can help keep 
more money in Maine’s ru-
ral farming communities if 
producers can add value to 
their products before they 
are sold, according to Pin-
gree’s spokesperson.

“MOFGA also noted this 
could especially benefit our 
organic dairy community 
by adding organic dairy 
processing and cold stor-
age in the state, both of 
which are currently lack-
ing,” Pingree’s spokesper-
son said.

Dairy Business Inno-
vation model 

Baldwin told States 
Newsroom that the model 
for this bill comes from the 
Dairy Business Innovation 
Act, which similarly seeks 
to increase funding for the 
Dairy Business Innovation 
Initiatives.

These initiatives “sup-
port dairy businesses in 
the development, produc-
tion, marketing and distri-
bution” of their products, 
according to the USDA.

Rep. Derrick Van Orden, 
a Wisconsin Republican, 
introduced the Dairy Busi-
ness Innovation Act in the 
House in July. Baldwin, 
alongside Sen. Marsha 
Blackburn, a Tennessee 
Republican, introduced 
the Senate counterpart.

There is approximately 
$23 million available for 
Dairy Business Innova-
tion Initiatives. The Dairy 
Business Innovation Act 
would allocate an addition-
al $16 million each year to 
these projects.

“We kind of hope we 
can do the same in organ-
ics, and we’re very excited 
about it,” Baldwin said.

Will it be included in 
the farm bill? 

King said the logical 
place for this legislation is 
in the next farm bill.

“That’s our target,” he 
said.

The previous farm bill 
expired at the end of Sep-
tember, and Congress is 
months away from passing 
a new one.

A spokesperson from 
Pingree’s office said the 
Organic Market Devel-
opment Act has “strong 
champions in the House 
and Senate and we will be 
pushing for its inclusion in 
the Farm Bill.”

“Negotiations are ongo-
ing,” a spokesperson from 
Pingree’s office said.

King said he spoke with 
Sens. Debbie Stabenow of 
Michigan and John Booz-
man of Arkansas, who are 
leading the creation of the 
next farm bill. He said “it’s 
hard to tell at this point” 
whether this legislation 
will make it in.

“We are hopeful this bi-
cameral legislation can ul-
timately be realized in the 
next farm bill,” said Adam 
Warthesen, the senior di-
rector of government and 
industry affairs for Or-
ganic Valley, according to 
the Baldwin press release. 
Organic Valley is a brand 
and cooperative of organic 
farmers headquartered in 
La Farge, Wisconsin.

As consumers flock to organic foods, lawmakers urge more federal grants for farmers
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Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on 
Twitter. His handle 
is @KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY
Prep girls 
volleyball

Sargent at Buena 
Vista – late

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY

Prep boys soccer
Alamosa at Bay-

field, 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY
Prep football
Sierra Grande at 

Primero, 7 p.m.
Trinidad at Cen-

tauri, 7 p.m.
Prep boys soccer

Alamosa at Mon-
tezuma-Cortez, 3 
p.m.

Prep girls 
volleyball

Trinidad at Center, 
4:30 p.m.

Del Norte at San-
ford, 5 p.m.

Creede at Sangre 
de Cristo, 6 p.m.

Sierra Grande at 
Primero, 6 p.m.

College men’s 
soccer

Colorado State 
Pueblo at Adams 
State, 3 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep football
Ignacio at Monte 

Vista, 6 p.m.
Sanford at Sar-

gent, 6 p.m.
Alamosa at Mani-

tou Springs, 7 p.m.
Sangre de Cristo 

at La Veta, 7 p.m.
Prep cross 

country
A l a m o s a ,  A n -

tonito, Centauri, 
Centennial, Center, 
Del Norte, Monte 
Vista, Sargent at Eric 
Wolff Invitational (at 
Monte Vista Golf 
Course), 9 a.m.

Prep girls 
volleyball

Mountain Valley 
at Centennial, 11 
a.m.

Alamosa at Pueb-
lo South, noon

Antonito at Sierra 
Grande, 5 p.m.
College women’s 

volleyball
Adams State at 

Colorado Christian, 
7 p.m.

College 
swimming

Texas- Permian 
Basin at Adams 
State, TBA

SATURDAY
Prep football
Mountain Valley 

at Branson/Kim, 1 
p.m.

Antonito at Sierra 
Grande, 5 p.m.

Center at  Del 
Norte, 7 p.m.

Prep girls 
gymnastics

Canon City, Pueb-
lo Central at Alamo-
sa (at Ortega Middle 
School), 10 a.m.

Prep girls 
softball

Alamosa vs. Wel-
lington (Class 3A Re-
gion 3 Tournament 
at Greeley), 10 a.m.

Prep girls 
volleyball

Antonito at Cen-
tennial, 11 a.m.

Creede vs. Moun-
tain Valley (at Mof-
fat), 11 a.m.

Rye at Del Norte, 
noon

Centauri at Pa-
gosa Springs, 1 p.m.

Alamosa at Delta, 
3 p.m.

Sanford at Sar-
gent, 4 p.m.

Center at Monte 
Vista, 6 p.m.

College football
Chadron State 

(Neb.) at Adams 
State, 1 p.m.
College women’s 

volleyball
A d a m s  S t a t e 

at Chadron State 
(Neb.), 6 p.m.

College 
swimming

A d a m s  St a t e , 
Colorado School of 
Mines at Colorado 
State Pueblo, TBA
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Thursday, October 12

Men’s Soccer vs Colorado State 

University Pueblo at Alamosa, Colo.

3:00 p.m.

Friday, October 13

Men &Women’s Swim vs Texas 

Permian Basin at Alamosa, Colo.

 TBA

Women’s Volleyball at Colorado 

Christian University at Lakewood, 

Colo.

7:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 14

Men & Women’s Swim at Colorado 

State University Pueblo at Pueblo, 

Colo.

TBA

Football vs Chadron State College at 

Alamosa, Colo.

1:00 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball at Chadron State 

College at Chadron, Neb.

6:00 p.m.
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David and Kim Martinez named Grizzly Club 
Partners of the Year

By ERIC R. FLORES
ASU Associate A.D. for 

communications
ALAMOSA – Three 

generations of David and 
Kim Martinez’s family 
have walked the halls of 
Adams State University. 
To this day, David and 
Kim can be found seated 
in the ASU Grizzly Club 
section, watching several 
sporting events.

David and Kim each 
have  degrees  f rom 
ASU. David earned his 
bachelor’s degree on 
business administration 
in 1984 and a bachelor’s 
in physical education in 
1987. Kim graduated in 
1984 with a bachelor’s 
in elementary education 
and again in 1999 with a 
master’s in English.

David was a football 
player, and part of the 
1980 footbal l  team 
inducted into the Adams 
State University Athletics 
Hall of Fame in 2016.

David’s father was a 
wrestler for the then-
named Indians and 
graduated in 1958.

After graduation, David 
worked at City Market 
in Alamosa. He coached 
several city recreation 
teams and football at 

Ortega Middle School 
whi le  Kim was  an 
educator, including being 
named Teacher of the Year 
at Sierra Grande Schools 

in Blanca.
“We love coming to all 

the events; we adopted a 
softball player this year, 
so it was fun to go to those 

games,” said Kim. “Dave 
and I met at Adams State, 
started dating there, and 
when Megan was on the 
volleyball team, we went 
everywhere with them. He 
loves wrestling, and we 
love attending every event 
at Adams State, from 
athletics to the plays.”

The couple had three 
children, including Megan, 
a volleyball player for the 
Grizzlies in the 2000s. 
Since then, the Martinez 
family has been Grizzly 
Club members and has 
watched several sports 
religiously.

“We have sponsored 
volleyball players and a 
softball player. We get 
to know these players by 
having them to our house, 
going out to eat, and going 
to their games,” said Kim. 
“This helps these student 
athletics feel more at home 
while they are away from 
home.”

The couple was honored 
at the Donor and Student 
Recognition Dinner on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10.

Courtesy photo

Kim and David Martinez were named the Adams State University Grizzly Club 
Partners of the Year.

ASU Counselor Education named 
Corporate Sponsors of the Year

By ERIC R. FLORES
ASU Associate A.D. for 

Communications
ALAMOSA – Adams 

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Counselor Education has 
been selected as the 2023 
Grizzly Club Sponsor of 
the Year.

In addition to being a 
vital department at Adams 
State on the academic side, 
the School of Counselor 
Education believes in 
helping student-athletes.

“The School of Counselor 
Education has found it 
essential throughout the 
years to find meaningful 
ways to support students 
and other areas across 
campus,” noted Cheri 

Meder, the School of 
Counselor Education 
Director. “We are uniquely 
positioned to support and 
assist students in various 
capacities, including our 
Grizzly Club sponsorship. 
One key aspect drawing 
us to the Grizzly Club is 
the focus on supporting 
student-athletes through 
scholarships. To us, this 
is crucial so students can 
continue their studies 
and hopefully find our 
Master’s and even doctoral 
programs something they 
can strive for through 
ASU.”

“In terms of helping 
ASU in general, we always 
hope our reach extends 

beyond athletics into 
other parts of campus 
and the community. We 
have enjoyed funding the 
Homecoming Carnival 
since its creation,” note 
Meder. “This event always 
highlights the importance 
of community involvement 
and had grown in that 
other schools offer free 
activities and events, 
which get people interested 
in the programs offered 
here at ASU. We support 
the School of Visual and 
Performing Arts in several 
capacities, funding things 
like the writing center and 
certain programs of the 
library. We believe not 
only our support to various 

initiatives across campus 
but also our faculty and 
staff development is 
crucial to support our 
students and students as 
a whole.”

The ASU Counseling 
Education was honored 
at the Donor and Student 
Recognition Dinner on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10.

Courtesy photo

The Adams State University School of Counselor Education was named the 
ASU Corporate Sponsors of the Year.
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Envision San Luis celebration Oct. 13-14
By DIANE 

DREKMANN
SAN LUIS — San 

Luis will be the place 
to be Oct. 13-14. The 
Town of San Luis and 
the Costilla County 
Economic Development 
Council (CCEDC) have 
been working for to set-
tle various issues and to 
renovate the beautiful 
white Sangre de Cristo 
Cultural Heritage Cen-
ter in the middle of San 
Luis. Issues have been 
resolved.

With the renovations 
that have been done to 
the theater, museum, 
and commercial kitch-
en, which comprises the 
Cultural Heritage Cen-
ter, the town is ready 
for its unveiling Oct. 13-
14. Come celebrate En-
vision San Luis with the 
mission “Rise Higher!” 
and see the beautiful 
oak beam ceiling in the 
theater, the renovated 
museum, and commer-
cial kitchen and learn 
the future plans for 
the Sangre de Cristo 
Cultural Heritage Cen-
ter, where people will 
once again be able to 
study and learn about 
the unique history and 
culture of the San Luis 

Valley.
San Luis Town Man-

ager Susan Sanderford 
has been involved in a 
number of projects to re-
vitalize San Luis — like 
opening a visitor center, 
starting a monthly art 
co-op, and partnering 
with organizations like 
Downtown Colorado, to 
promote and support 
small businesses and 
entrepreneurs.

The festivities start 
Oct. 13 from 9-11:30 
a.m. Downtown Colo-
rado Inc. will host a 
summit meeting at the 
San Luis Coffee Compa-
ny, part of the growing 
number of businesses 
in San Luis, for those 
with the entrepreneur-
ial spirit who want to 
learn more about start-
ing a small business in 
a small town.

People can also find 
out about business op-
portunities in San Luis 
Valley at a “creative op-
portunity fair” following 
the summit at 11:30 a.m. 
at the Heritage Center 
Theater. Throughout 
the day, from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. there will be people 
from Downtown Colora-
do Inc. to tell business 
owners what is involved 

in redeveloping a prop-
erty and what cleanup 
assessments are need-
ed. Members of the com-
munity like Dana Maes-
tas and the Soul Players 
of the Valley have been 
working diligently to 
clean the museum class-
room theater and com-
mercial kitchen. 

A celebration wouldn’t 
be complete without 
musical entertainment. 
It is a rare chance to see 
an important band in 
Hispanic music, Little 
Joe y La Familia Oct. 
13 from 3:30-5 p.m. The 
band has had a 50-year 
career, winning five 
Grammy Awards, being 

inducted into the Texas 
Tejano Hall of Fame. 
At 82, Little Joe and 
his band are still going 
strong. Most recently, 
they received the 2023 
National Heritage Fel-
lowship, which is the 
highest honor the Na-
tional Endowment for 
the Arts gives for tra-
ditional and folk arts. 
Tickets are still avail-
able before Oct. 13 for 
$40, and $50 at the door. 
Call San Luis Town 
Hall for tickets and 
more information, 719-
672-3321. The music 
continues from 7-9 p.m. 
with DJ CRL CRRLL for 
a fun, family affair. 

The celebration of 
the (partial) opening of 
the Sangre de Christo 
Cultural Heritage Cen-
ter continues Oct. 14. 
Start the morning with 
a free yoga class by Amy 
Raney, owner of Spin 
Drift Sandboards and a 
yoga instructor at the 
Blanca-Fort Garland 
Community Center, 
from 9-10 a.m. in the 
Heritage Center court-
yard. The Sangre de 
Cristo church will hold 
a garage sale from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. CCEDC will 
conduct tours showcas-
ing the renovations that 
have been made and 
share the future plans 

for the building 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. There will be ad-
ditional vendors and 
food available from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.

In conjunction with 
the Envision San Luis 
celebration, the San 
Luis Coffee Company is 
having an October Fi-
esta on Oct. 14 from 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. Enjoy brats 
with kraut served all 
day while listening to 
the sounds of local blue-
grass/country band Still 
Whiskey from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m. Then Aaron and 
Gabe DJ 2:30-4:30 p.m. 
Another favorite band, 
Indian Nickel plays 
from 5-7 p.m.

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — 

The Monte Vista City 
Council recognized Do-
mestic Violence Aware-
ness Month and Bully-
ing Prevention Month 
with proclamations dur-
ing their meeting on Oct. 
5.

A special presentation 
was made by the Kind-
ness Club 
of Monte 
Vista. The 
K i n d n e s s 
Club is a 
school or-
g a n i z e d 
club that 
p r o m o t e s 
k i n d n e s s 
and com-
p a s s i o n 
a m o n g s t 
s t u d e n t s . 
The club 
hosts ex-
tracurricular activities 
to help members of the 
community with acts of 
kindness.

The club explained 
that they wanted to 
highlight Bullying Pre-
vention Month for ev-
eryone. Co-facilitator 
for the Kindness Club, 
Francisca Archuleta, 
who is also a fourth and 
fifth grade counselor at 
Bill Metz Elementary, 
introduced the club, and 
its co-facilitator Laura 
Lynn Buss. Archuleta 
also introduced some 
student members who 
were at the meeting.

The kids collectively 
talked about some of 
the goals for the club, 
including to always use 
kindness, to use com-
passionate and caring 
words, and to promote 
and spread kindness. 

Devon Davey, the Bul-
ly Prevention coordina-
tor for the Monte Vista 
School District, spoke a 
little bit about Bullying 
Prevention.

“In 2019 we got a grant 
from the Colorado De-
partment of Education 
(CDE) for Bully Preven-
tion Education,” Davey 
said. “This grant allot-
ted us about $75,000 to 
really spread kindness 

throughout our schools. 
We also want to talk 
about bullying preven-
tion during the month 
of October. We have 
a curriculum that we 
would like our teachers 
to teach the class and 
I will let the teachers 
take over and talk about 
this.” 

Archuleta explained 
bullying to 
everyone at 
the meet-
ing. The 
c h i l d r e n 
from the 
K i n d n e s s 
Club joined 
in and ex-
p l a i n e d 
b u l l y i n g , 
and helped 
read along 
t h r o u g h 
many of 
the images 

that were presented at 
the meeting about bul-
lying and the different 
types and ways bullying 
occurs. 

Director of Public 
Works Rob Vance also 
spoke to council mem-
bers regarding the ap-
proval of a grant.

“Tonight, before you 
is a memo for a contract 
for the award of a memo 
F Grant Design,” Vance 
said. “It’s an award for 
JLK Engineering to de-
sign the multimodal 
sidewalk project from 
Ski Hi all the way to 
the Alta fuel station on 
the north side of 160. 
That contract came in 
at $288,294.89. It is 
a state-funded grant, 
there is no match for 
the city. So, the entire 
funding that comes from 
this will come from the 
ARPA funds from the 
state. I need council to 
make a motion to ap-
prove the award of the 
contract and to allow our 
City Manager Gigi Den-
nis to sign.”

The council unani-
mously approved the 
contract.

The next City Council 
meeting will be held on 
Oct. 19, at 6 p.m. at City 
Hall.

Monte Vista City Council 
recognizes Domestic 
Violence Awareness 

Month, Bullying 
Prevention Month
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COMBINED NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLICATION

(CRS §38-38-103)

FORECLOSURE SALE No. 2-2023

To Whom It May Concern:  This Notice is given with regard to the 

following Deed of Trust:

On July 5, 2023, under Reception No. 23000925, the undersigned 

Public Trustee caused the Notice of Election and Demand relating 

to the Deed of Trust described below to be recorded in the County 

of Conejos records.

Original Grantor(s): Benito V. Sandoval and Corinne D. San-

doval

Original Beneficiary:  CitiFinancial Corporation
Current Holder of the Evidence of Debt U.S. Bank Trust National 

Association, as Trustee of the Igloo Series IV Trust 

Date of Deed of Trust: August 30, 2001

County of Recording Conejos

Recording Date of Deed of Trust September 17, 2001

Recording Information (Reception No

and/or Book/Page No.) Reception No. 2501001611

Original Principal Amount  $47,889.64

Outstanding Principal Balance $48,504.62

Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows: Failure 

to pay principal and interest when due together with all other pay-

ments provided for in the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 

Trust and/or other violations of the terms thereof.

THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.

The legal description of the Property that is subject to the Notice of 

Election and Demand in accordance with CRS §38-38-101(4)(g) is:

The land referred to herein is situate in Conejos County, State of 

Colorado and is described as follows:

A tract of land containing 1.00 acres, more or less, situate in the 

NE1/4NW1/4 of Section 16, Township 35 North, Range 8 East, 

N.M.P.M., and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the East line of the NW1/4 of the said Section 

16 from which the Northeast corner of the NW1/4 of said Section 

16 bears North 00°38’25” East a distance of 30.00 feet, said point 
also being on the South right-of-way line of Colorado State Highway 

No. 15; thence North 88°56’17” West along the South right-of-way 
line of Colorado State Highway No. 15 a distance of 217.80 feet; 

thence South 00°38’25” West a distance of 200.01 feet; thence South 
88°56’17” East a distance of 217.80 feet to a point on the East line of 
the NW1/4 of said Section 16; thence north 00°38’25” East along the 
East line of the NW1/4 of said Section 16 a distance of 200.01 feet to 

the point of beginning, in Conejos County, Colorado.

Which has the address of: 8484 State Hwy 15, La Jara, CO  81140

THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-

ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 

OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 

Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust.

THEREFORE, Notice is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, at 

10:00 A.M. on Thursday, November 2, 2023, at the office of the Cone-

jos County Public Trustee, Conejos County Courthouse, 6683 County 

Road 13, Conejos, CO  81129, sell to the highest and best bidder for 

cash, the said real property and all interest of the said Grantor(s), 

Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of paying the 
indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed 

of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and other items 
allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certificate of Pur-
chase, all as provided by law.

IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 

DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 

PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED.

First Publication Date: September 13, 2023

Last Publication Date:  October 11, 2023 

Name of Publication: The Valley Courier

Date: September 7, 2023

Mack M. Crowther

Public Trustee in and for the County of Conejos, State of Colorado.

The name, address, telephone number and bar registration number 

of attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the indebtedness is:

Randall S. Miller & Associates, P.C.-CO,

Aricyn J.Dall, Atty. Reg. No. 51467 adall@jrsmalaw.com

216 16th Street, Suite 1210, Denver, CO  80202,

Phone: 720-259-6710

The attorney above may be acting as a debt collector and is attempt-

ing to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that 

purpose.

Attorney File Number 23CO00231-1.

No. 3563.

Published in the Valley Courier on September 13, 20, 27, October 

4, & 11, 2023.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION

CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 953-23

To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-

lowing described Deed of Trust:

On July 31, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 

of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 

to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.

Original Grantor(s)

Leonard Snow and Holly Snow

Original Beneficiary(ies)
San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Current Holder of Evidence of Debt

San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Date of Deed of Trust

May 24, 2018

County of Recording

Alamosa

Recording Date of Deed of Trust

May 25, 2018

Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)

369995 

Original Principal Amount

$176,000.00

Outstanding Principal Balance

$167,843.76

Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 

to pay the installments of principal and interest due April 1, 2023, 

through July 1, 2023.

THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.

Lot 7 of the Four D’s Subdivision, the Plat of which was filed February 
11, 1971, under Reception No. 167134 in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder, County of Alamosa, State of Colorado.  Together with all 

water and water rigts, ditches and ditch rights, wells and well rights, 

and rights of way appurtenant thereto.

Also known by street and number as: 5597 County Road 9.6 South, 

Alamosa, CO 81101.

THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-

ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 

OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE

The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 

Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 

THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 

at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 11/29/2023, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 

best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 

Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 

by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-

cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 

First Publication 10/4/2023

Last Publication 11/1/2023

Name of Publication Valley Courier

IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 

DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 

PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;

DATE: 07/31/2023

Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 

of Colorado

By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee

The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-

tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 

indebtedness is:

Jeffrey E. Motz #35972

Paul E. Motz #7740

Motz Law Firm, LLC P.O. Box 779,  Alamosa, CO 81101 (719) 589-
6676

Attorney File # 369995

The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 

to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-

pose.

No. 3584.

Published in the Valley Courier on October 4, 11, 18, 25, & November 

1, 2023.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 950-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On April 18, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Seth Hollendoner and Jordan Webster and Maddison Leiker and 
Richard Rice
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Charles Barone
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
Stephen J. Cole-Hatchard
Date of Deed of Trust
May 31, 2016
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
June 13, 2016
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
363263 
Original Principal Amount
$57,600.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$53,979.92
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay the monthly installments of principal and interest from May 1, 
2017, through May 1, 2018, and the final payment due June 1, 2018.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
The NW1/4NW1/4 and the NE1/4NW1/4 of Section 5, Township 38 
North, Range 11 East of the N.M.P.M.
Also known by street and number as: Circle DJ Ranch, Parcels Num-
bered 32 and 33, Alamosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 11/29/2023, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 10/4/2023
Last Publication 11/1/2023
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 04/18/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Jeffrey E. Motz #35972
Paul E. Motz #7740
Motz Law Firm, LLC P.O. Box 779,  Alamosa, CO 81101 (719) 589-
6676
Attorney File # 
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3585.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 4, 11, 18, 25, & November 
1, 2023.

NOTICE OF BUDGET
(Pursuant to 29-1-106, C.R.S.)
NOTICE is hereby given that a proposed budget for Alamosa County, 
Public Trustee for Alamosa County, and Alamosa County Weed Dis-
trict has been submitted to the Board of County Commissioners of 
the County of Alamosa for the ensuing year of 2024; a copy of such 
proposed budget has been filed in the Office of the County Finance 
Officer.  Said document is available for public inspection at the front 
reception area.  A final hearing on the proposed budget will be held 
at 9:00 AM, November 8, 2023 at a regular meeting of the Board of 
County Commissioners.  Such a proposed budget will be considered 
for adoption at 9:00 a.m., December 6, 2023, in the Board’s Cham-
bers, Alamosa County Administrative Services Building, 8900 Inde-
pendence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101.  Any interested parties may in-
spect the proposed budget and file or register any objections thereto 
until the conclusion of the final budget hearing.
No. 3586.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 11, November 8, & 29, 
2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

LOST CAT: $250 RE-
WARD for getting me 
back home! My name 
is “Chucky”. I’m a big 
chunky boy with bright 
blue eyes, long white 
whiskers, white paws, 
b la ck  a rou nd  b o t h 
eyes with white in the 
middle, white belly and 
black/brown top. Last 
seen near Bonney Dr., 
ALAMOSA,(BEHIND 
LOAF & JUG/Hwys. 17 
& 160) 10/4/23. 719-588-
4907. (10/17/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(10/27/23-monthly)

Alamosa State Bank is looking to hire a 
full-time teller.  We are looking for an 

individual that is customer and community 
focused.  Cash handling and customer ser-

vice experience preferred.  Benefits include 
competitive salary – EOE. Outstanding 

benefit package to include a large percent-
age of health and dental insurance premi-

ums paid for employee and their family.  
Excellent 401K retirement plan to include 

matching and profit-sharing contributions.  
Family friendly and community-oriented 

environment.  If you are interested in join-
ing a winning team, please apply in person 

at 2225 Main Street, Alamosa.
 Member FDIC- An Equal Opportunity Employer.

2225 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2564

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

W O R K I N G  T O -
GETHER FAMILY 
ADVOCATE- LA PU-
ENTE seeks a moti-
vated, qualified person 
to improve parent/child 
education, increase fam-
ily self-sufficiency and 
build community part-
nerships. We will train 
the candidate with the 
best written and oral 
communication skills. 
Join our staff of dedi-
cated professionals and 
learn the joys and satis-
faction of serving others. 
Send resume/work refer-
ences to hr@lapuente.
net . (10/31/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High School 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
COACH. Applications 
can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (10/31/23)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
ASSISTANT COOK 
(District Wide). Appli-
cations are available 
online at https://www.
alamosa.k12.co.us/ For 
more information, con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (10/20/23)

LOCAL NONPROFIT 
ALPINE ACHIEVERS 
INITIATIVE is hiring 
a part-time RECRUIT-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR. Position will be 
flexible 25 hours/week, 
mostly remote, busiest 
January-April. Primary 
functions will be recruit-
ing AmeriCorps service 
members. See full job 
description and applica-
tion instructions at alpin-
eachievers.org. (10/25/23)

4

$24.00
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass a 
background check, be 
able to work indepen-
dently, and be a forward-
thinking individual with 
an overal l team ap-
proach to all tasks at 
hand.  Applicant must 
also be able to work in 
all weather conditions 
(snow removal/general 
landscaping).  If inter-
ested, please contact 
Demo Trujillo, 719-657-
4040 x4007, dtrujillo@
urtigers.co.  Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co. (11/10/23)

IMMEDIATE OPEN-
ING FOR CAREGIV-
ER in MONTE VIS-
TA. 30/hrs. week, no 
credentials necessary, 
will train, excellent pay, 
in my home. 719-849-
0483. (10/25/23)

COSTILLA COUN-
TY IS SEEKING a 
CASEWORKER for 
the DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES. 
Annual Salary DOQ.  
Duties include: Intake 
and/or ongoing social 
casework services to 
families/adults, per-
forming assessments, 
counseling, and crisis 
intervention. Investi-
gate abuse, neglect and 
other forms of maltreat-
ment of children and 
adults. Bachelor’s De-
gree required. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Costilla County 
Department of Social 
Services and returned at 
Costilla DSS, Attention 
Jackie Vigil, 233 Main 
Street, San Luis Colora-
do, 81152. Inquires call 
(719) 672-3481. EOE. 
(10/25/23)

NOW HIRING EXPE-
RIENCED PLUMBER. 
Looking for a hardwork-
ing, drug-free, depend-
able induvial with a 
clean driving record. 
Journeyman’s license 
a plus. Please call 719-
379-2770. (10/25/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d ip lom a  a nd  some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

SOUTHERN COL-
O R A D O  FA R M S 
(CENTER, CO) is hir-
ing an OFFICE MAN-
AGER/ACCOUNTING 
LIAISON. Full-time. 
Applicants must have 
accounting degree/ex-
perience or equivalent. 
Major responsibilities 
include preparation of 
financial reports for 
analysis, data manage-
ment of crop costs, in-
ventory management, 
and administrative du-
ties. Annual salary is 
$45k-$50k DOE. Send 
resume to emartinez@
southerncoloradofarms.
com. (10/25/23)

BAGGERS/STACK-
ERS NEEDED IMME-
DIATELY at WORLEY 
& MCCULLOUGH. 
Please fill out applica-
tion at 2471 East County 
Road 7 North, MON-
TE VISTA, CO 81144. 
(10/24/23)

DEREK’S PLUMB-
I NG H I R I NG L I-
CENSED JOURNEY-
MAN PLUMBER. Pay 
based on experience. 
Cal l  719-588- 0682. 
(10/24/23)

J O U R N E Y M A N 
BLOCK AND BRICK 
MASONS needed F/T 
in DURANGO, CO. 
Please contact Trig Ma-
sonry (970) 385-4404. 
(10/24/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School Year. Qual-
ifications; Must hold 
a valid State of Colo-
rado Teacher’s License 
or such alternative as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Appli-
cations can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(11/4/23)

SLV AHEC IS seek-
ing a dedicated, ener-
getic, and passionate 
High School Student 
Health Career Pipeline 
PROGRAM COOR-
DINATOR to join our 
team. SLV AHEC has 
a long history of pro-
viding important and 
helpful services for 
the SLV by addressing 
community needs, and 
has historically been 
a powerful agent of 
change, creating pro-
grams that often grow 
to become their own 
entities. For more infor-
mation email nakayla@
slvahec.org or call 719-
298-0177. SLV AHEC 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (10/21/23)

M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON WANTED 
for a 50 unit apartment 
complex in ALAMOSA, 
CO. Duties include but 
not limited to cleaning, 
minor plumbing, mi-
nor electrical, drywall 
repair, painting, and 
grounds keeping. Fax or 
email a letter of interest 
and/or resume to 712-
274-1230 or nnieman@
landmarkmanagement.
com  Equal Employment 
Opportunity. (10/20/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
SECONDARY PARA-
PROFESSIONAL. Ap-
plications can be down-
loaded at www.sanford-
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(10/18/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a JU-
NIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
B A S K E T B A L L 
COACH. Applications 
can be downloaded at 
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is 
an EOE&E. (10/18/23)

FIRST SOUTHWEST 
COMMUNITY FUND 
is seeking an EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR who 
is a visionary leader with 
a passion for making a 
lasting impact in rural 
entrepreneurship and the 
financial system, and a 
track record of driving 
organizational growth 
and fostering positive 
change. For details and 
to apply, visit https://
f swc f. o rg /c a r e e r s /. 
(10/18/23)

WANTED RELIEF 
DRIVER hauling US 
Mail. 1-2 days a week, 
$25 hour. 719-850-9866. 
(11-1-23)
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Classifieds

736 - 

MOTORCYCLES

630 - ROOMS 

FOR RENT

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

415 -  HOMES

 FOR SALE

221 - 

HELP WANTED

303 - 

ANTIQUES

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

350 - FARM 

EQUIPMENT

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

525 - 

GUNS

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

387 - WANTED 

TO BUY

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

FT RN POSITION 
OPEN in WOUND 
CARE DEPARTMENT 
of RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL (RGH). Position 
requires experience in 
wound care. Will as-
sist physicians in the 
wound care clinic and 
will be required to be-
come certified to assist 
with hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy. If interested, 
please complete job 
application found on 
RGH website at www.
r iog r a nd ehosp i t a l .
org or call Arlene at 
719-657-2510. Benefits 
available. (10/13/23) 

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D -
E D  F U L L -T I M E 
NIGHTS & DAYS at 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our 
incred ible  pat ient-
centered and service-
oriented team.  Must be 
motivated and available 
to work flexible shifts. 
RGH is an EOE. Apply 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org under 
Contact, Employment. 
Additional questions: 
email Khrystynnc@
riograndehospital.net 
or call 719-657-4090. 
(10/13/23)

CNA NEEDED FULL-
TIME N IGHTS at 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our 
incred ible  pat ient-
centered and service-
oriented team. Must be 
motivated and available 
to work flexible shifts. 
RGH is an EOE. Apply 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org under 
Contact, Employment. 
Additional questions: 
email Khrystynnc@
riograndehospital.net 
or call 719-657-4090. 
(10/13/23)

ER WARD CLERK 
n e e d e d  a t  R I O 
GR A N DE HOSPI-
TAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our 
incred ible  pat ient-
centered and service-
oriented team. Must be 
motivated and available 
to work flexible shifts. 
Full-Time Hours and 
Full Benefits. Apply 
at 310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org. 
Contact Khrystynn 
Cano 719-657-4090. 
EOE.  (10/13/23)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS NEED-
ED at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT in DEL 
NORTE!  Call or email:  
Sophia at 719-657-
4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more 
information, go on-line:  
urtigers.co, or stop by 
the district office at:  
950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO to pick up an 
application. You do not 
have to hold a college 
degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school graduate 
and have a substitute 
license from CDE (Col-
orado Department of 
Education). (10/27/23)

U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT has re -
ceived a grant for a 
f u l l - t i m e  J R . /SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL COUN-
SELOR - for the next 3 
years, starting in the 2033-
2024 school year. Appli-
cants must have a Master’s 
Degree or higher and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
an appropriate Colorado 
school counselor license. 
Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DEL NORTE Jr./Sr. High 
Pr incipal at ahardy@
ur tigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications for cer-
tified staff positions can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (10/27/23)

INSTRUCTIONAL 
COACH NEEDED 
at DEL NORTE JR/
SR HIGH SCHOOL. 
Candidate should be 
proficient in all areas 
of teaching and learn-
ing with an emphasis 
on professional prac-
tice and the teaching 
and learning cycle. The 
coach will be respon-
sible for consulting with 
and supporting the in-
structional teaching 
staff in using resources 
that impact student 
learning. The coach 
will provide support 
and professional learn-
ing to instructional staff 
as needed. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and 
possess or be able to ob-
tain a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co. (10/27/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE is 
hiring a DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR. 
Ful l-t ime/par t-t ime 
TBD. Position can be 
mostly remote. Major 
responsibilities include 
creating a development 
strategy, writing grant 
applications, working 
with donors, and build-
ing a fundraising plan. 
Salary $34.37-$39.78/
hr. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning 
10/20/2023. Visit al-
pineachievers.org for 
position description and 
instructions. (10/31/23)

INTERVENTION-
IST N EEDED AT 
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL.  
We are seeking a hard-
working and enthusias-
tic teaching profession-
al to join our dynamic, 
vibrant and fun-loving 
team. Applicants must 
have a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to:  Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the District Office or 
online at: urtigers.co. 
(10/27/23)

EQUIPMENT ME-
C H A N I C  O P E N -
I N G.  P E R F O R M 
diagnostics, service 
repairs, and mainte-
nance work on semis, 
paving and heavy con-
struction equipment. 
Per form prevent ive 
maintenance tasks and 
ability to diagnose and 
troubleshoot mechani-
cal issues. Looking 
for an individual who 
is excellent at prob-
lem solving and self-
motivated. Moderate 
physical activity is re-
quired and must pass a 
pre-employment drug 
test. $18-24 per hour 
DOE. 401k, paid time 
off and potential to 
earn an annual bonus. 
Application open un-
til filled. Applications 
can be picked up at 
7040 US HWY 160 
W, ALAMOSA, CO 
81101. Resumes can be 
emailed to office@as-
phaltconstructors.com. 
(10/11/23)

S O U T H  F O R K 
PROPANE is hiring 
a CLASS B CDL PRO-
PANE DRIVER. Call 
719-873-5857 for info. 
(10/20/23)

OTERO COLLEGE 
CHILD DEVELOP-
M EN T SERV ICES 
is accepting applica-
tions for Migrant and 
Seasonal Head Start 
-  MAINTENANCE 
SPECIALIST. Job de-
scriptions and appli-
cations are available 
at the CDS website: 
www.cdsheadst a r t .
com. For more informa-
tion contact Michelle 
Weaver, 719-384-3103 
or at michelle.weaver@
otero.edu. Otero Col-
lege Child Development 
Services is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirma-
tive Action/Title IX/
Section 504 employer. 
(10/17/23)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
WAT E R  WA S T E -
WAT ER T ECH N I-
C I A N I I I .  H i r i ng 
pay is $50,980.80 to 
$66,476.80 per year 
DOQ. Fringe benefits 
i nclude  CO PER A 
Retirement employer 
contribution 14.73% & 
employee contribution 
is 9.00%, 11.5 holidays 
per year, 2 personal 
days, 80 hours of sick 
leave, and 80 hours 
of vacation leave per 
year. Employer paid 
life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% 
of medical, vision, and 
dental premiums paid 
by the employer, Well-
ness Program, and dis-
counted recreational 
memberships. The ideal 
candidate should pos-
sess a Colorado Class D 
Wastewater Treatment, 
Class D Water Treat-
ment, Class 2 Waste-
water Collections, and 
Class 2 Water Distribu-
tion certificate or ability 
to obtain within twelve 
(12) months from date 
of hire. For a full job 
description and to ap-
ply, visit cityofalamosa.
org or stop by City Hall 
at 300 Hunt Ave. The 
City of ALAMOSA 
provides Equal Op-
portunity Employment 
for accommodations, 
please submit them in 
writing with the ap-
plication. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (10/14/23)
WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL-
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

ANTIQUE GREEN 
SI X COCA COLA 
GLASSES with handles 
16oz, $40. Call 719-
298-2175. (10/20/23)

SPRINKLER RE -
PAIR & INSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(10/27/23-monthly)

HORSE & COW HAY: 
GRASS, GRASS/AL-
FALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(11/1/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(10/13/23)

MILLER DISK 25 
FT. WIDE. $20,000. 
Cal l  719-850-1143. 
(10/17/23)

BI LLI ES: BOER /
NUBIAN CROSS and 
pure NUBIAN, 1.5 yr 
olds, ready for breeding, 
excellent genetics. 719-
588-6621. (10/14/23)

LA RGE SQUA R E 
BALES STACKING 
SERVICE: 3X3, 3X4, 
4X4. Phone Tim 719-
553-6327. (10/20/23)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

NEW AUTO READY 
HEATED CAR SEAT 
COVER, $20. 719-852-
8879. (10/20/23)

PORTABLE OXY-
GE N M AC H I N E , 
used one month, $500 
firm. Call 719-849-
6483. (10/18/23)

BIG BOY’S TOYS:  
2  H A R L EYS,  2 - 4 
WHEELERS, 1 SIDE-
BY-SIDE. Call Doug 
for details, 719-851-
0812. (10/17/23)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E (s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(10/31/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

OLDER VEHICLE 
WA N TED. Ca r  or 
truck that runs good! 
Call Bernie 719-580-
9044. (10/14/23)

40 TO 80 acre parcels 
or more, HOUSE RE-
CENTLY REMOD-
ELED,  2  m i les  of 
frontage on Hwy. 285. 
Excellent place for an 
RV Park. 719-850-1897. 
(10/25/23)

40 TO 80 ACRE PAR-
CELS or MORE, house 
recently remodeled, 2 
miles of frontage on 
Hw y.  2 85.  E xc e l -
lent place for an RV 
Park. 719-850-1897. 
(10/25/23)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

HOUSE FOR RENT 
in ALAMOSA. Small 
ONE BEDROOM, ONE 
BATH, fenced yard, 
pets negotiable. 719-
588-5303. (10/14/23)

ALAMOSA: PAR-
T I A L L Y  F U R -
NISHED BEDROOM 
Apartment, newly re-
modeled. Great loca-
tion, $700/month, $700/
deposit, no pets. 719-
580-5400. (10/18/23)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

ROOM FOR RENT, 
ALAMOSA; private 
bath. $700 month, utili-
ties included. Call 408-
533-2701. (10/14/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

BIG BOY’S TOYS:  
2  H A R L EYS,  2 - 4 
WHEELERS, 1 SIDE-
BY-SIDE. Call Doug 
for details, 719-851-
0812. (10/17/23)
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 DEAR ABBY: My fi-
ance and I have been to-
gether nine years. During 
that time, we have had 
our ups and downs. Eight 
years ago, after a year of 
dating, we decided to move 
in together. The follow-
ing year we got into a big 
argument because his ex-
girlfriend was sticking her 
nose into our household. 
(She was also dating his 
brother.) He moved out 
that night, but we were 
able to repair our relation-
ship and decided to live 
separately for a while. 

 A month and a half 
after he moved, I found 
out she was pregnant. Her 
due date was nine months 
from when he moved out. 
He swears it’s not his child 
and that it’s his brother’s. 
I have tried to let it go 
because I can’t accuse him 
of lying just because of the 
timing of her pregnancy. 

 We were engaged once 
before, and I called it off 
because of this. He pro-
posed to me again two 
years ago, and our wed-
ding date is set for next 
year. I don’t want to call 
it off again, although this 
is still bothering me. He 
knows I was hurt by an 
ex-boyfriend who cheated 
on me in the past, and I 
think he knows if I find 
out the truth, I will leave 
him. 

 He treats this child like 
she’s his own, not a niece. 
He picks her up and takes 

her out for dinner and to 
the park and other stuff 
he doesn’t do for his other 
nieces or nephews. Should 
I let it go, or trust my gut? 
-- SECRET OR NOT IN 
NEW YORK

 DEAR SECRET: Tell 
your fiance you want 
him to consent to giving 
a sample of his DNA, as 
well as his favored niece’s, 
to be tested. His reaction 
will speak volumes. If he 
agrees, you will finally 
have the answers you 
are looking for. Do not go 
ahead with the wedding 
until you have that infor-
mation.

 DEAR ABBY: Every 
time my brother or anoth-
er relative calls or visits, 
they deliver uninterrupt-
ible lectures on subjects 
we disagree on. There is 
no real conversation or 
exchange of ideas. I’ve told 
them I don’t discuss poli-
tics, etc., and interrupted 
their lecture (which I’ve 
heard many times before) 
to say I have to go, but they 
keep talking. 

 Once I said I was hang-
ing up, but I’m not sure 
my brother heard me. He 
was angry and offended 
when I did. If I introduce 
a new topic in the middle 
of the lecture, they will 
morph it into something 
to lecture on within a 
minute. They never have 
facts or data behind their 
“what’s wrong with the 
world” views. The lectures 

become tense for both of 
us, as they try to “sell” 
their points of view and 
I become frustrated at 
the whole process. Any 
advice? -- SISTER WHO’S 
HEARD IT ALL

 DEAR SISTER: You 
stated that you have asked 
these relatives not to dis-
cuss topics that make you 
uncomfortable. Because 
they can’t resist doing it 
anyway, screen your calls 
and talk to them less of-
ten. Just because someone 
phones does not mean you 
must talk to them, but if 
you are trapped, tell the 
person you can talk only 
for 10 minutes. When 
that time has elapsed, 
say goodbye and hang up. 
If someone is offended by 
this, remind them that 
they were warned.

Suspicions linger about 
paternity of fiance’s ‘niece’
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Colorado Newsline

Colorado wildlife offi-

cials have cleared one of 

the last and largest hur-

dles to the state’s efforts 

to begin the reintroduc-

tion of gray wolves on 

the Western Slope by the 

end of this year.

Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife said Friday that 

it had reached a one-

year agreement with 

the Oregon Department 

of Fish and Wildlife to 

receive up to 10 wolves 

from that state begin-

ning in December, just 

ahead of a deadline set 

by Proposition 114, the 

wolf reintroduction bal-

lot measure passed by 

Colorado voters in 2020.

“We are deeply grate-

ful for Oregon’s partner-

ship in this endeavor, 

and we are now one 

step closer to fulfilling 
the will of the voters in 

time,” Gov. Jared Polis 

said in a press release.

CPW officials plan to 
capture up to roughly 15 

wolves this winter and 

transport them to Colo-

rado for release within a 

large region centered on 

Glenwood Canyon. The 

agreement with Oregon 

ends the uncertainty 

over where the first of 
those wolves will come 

from, and whether the 

state would be able to 

put “paws on the ground” 

before the statutory Dec. 

31 deadline.

Officials in states in-

cluding Wyoming, Mon-

tana and Idaho — where 

ranching and hunting 

interests have fueled a 

conservative backlash 

to wolf reintroduction 

programs begun in the 

1990s — have pointedly 

declined to assist Colo-

rado’s efforts. Wildlife 

officials in Washington, 
another possible source, 

expressed openness to 

assisting Colorado but 

said it was unlikely they 

could meet the Dec. 31 

deadline.

Under the agreement, 

Oregon wildlife officials 
will share information 

about wolf locations and 

best practices for cap-

ture, with CPW staff and 

private contractors re-

sponsible for the capture 

operations themselves 

and all associated costs.

In addition to screen-

ing wolves for disease 

and other health prob-

lems, “CPW will make 

efforts to transplant 

wolves that have not 

been involved in repeat-

ed depredations,” the 

agency said. While the 

majority of wolves don’t 

routinely prey on live-

stock herds, the specter 

of “problem wolves” that 

become habituated to the 

behavior has been cited 

as a concern by ranch-

ers and state lawmak-

ers who have remained 

skeptical of reintroduc-

tion.

Another key hurdle 

for the state’s efforts 

was cleared last month, 

when federal officials 
approved an exemption 

that will allow wolves 

that threaten livestock 

to be killed in certain 

circumstances, which 

the Endangered Species 

Act would otherwise pro-

hibit. Proposition 114 

requires the state to pro-

vide compensation to ag-

ricultural producers for 

confirmed wolf depreda-

tions of livestock.

Photo courtesy of CPW

A pair of wolves. 

Colorado to source up to 10 wolves from 
Oregon this winter for reintroduction efforts

Colorado’s 11-member 

Parks and Wildlife Com-

mission finalized the 
wolf reintroduction plan 

in a unanimous vote in 

May. CPW staff plan to 

capture, transport and 

release 10 to 15 wolves 

in the winter months 

between December and 

March, repeating the 

process for the next two 

to four years until a sta-

ble population is estab-

lished.

“The wolves will be 

released at select sites 

in Colorado as soon as 

possible once they ar-

rive in the state to 

minimize stress on the 
animals,” Eric Odell, 

CPW’s wolf conserva-

tion program manager, 

said in a statement. 

“CPW will aim to cap-

ture and reintroduce an 

equal number of males 

and females. We antici-

pate that the majority 

of animals will be in the 

1- to 5-year-old range, 

which is the age that 

animals would typically 

disperse from the pack 

they were born in.”


