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Mostly Sunny 65/25
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Percentage Yield.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. This 11-month CD or IRA 
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$1,000. Effective August 29, 2023.  This CD Special is available for a limited time and 
will end without notice.  .  Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender.

Minimum balance 
to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

By DANA MAESTAS
SAN LUIS — Join the 

Sangre de Cristo Cultural 
Heritage Center and History 
Colorado from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 28, at 
the Heritage Center Museum 
in San Luis.

The community is invited to 
share their stories, thoughts, 
photos, and fond memories 
of San Luis. The Celebrating 
the Memories of San Luis 
project will help create a 
collection of stories that 
reflects the community’s 
ties to the Sangre de Cristo 
Heritage Center building.

History Colorado’s staff 
will lead a free workshop 
on preserving your family 
photos and objects at 1 
p.m., a memory circle in 
which the community shares 
their stories on the museum 
will be held at 11 am., a 
photo scanning session, and 
consultation with the State 
Historic Fund team to co-
create a map of significant 
sites within the community, 
with other activity stations, 
including storytelling for 
children.

“Participate in sharing 
your memories of living in 
Costilla County, San Luis de la 
Culebra, and its villages. Bring 
your family photos to share 
with the community your 
memories of loved ones, past 
and present, to scan and help 
create the Museum’s Memory 
Wall,” organizers stated.

Photos will be scanned, 
and the original returned 
to the owner. The copy will 
be placed on the Heritage 
Center’s Memory Wall. During 
Halloween weekend, the 
Memory Wall will take the 
place of a community offrenda, 
a Mexican tradition that made 
its way up the Rio Grande into 
northern New Mexico and 
southern Colorado. 

Current and past residents 
of Costilla County are invited 
to share their memories 
of the Sangre de Cristo 
Cultural Heritage Center. 
Refreshments will be served. 
There will be raffle drawings 
for participants.

For more information, 
contact Dana Maestas at 
719-588-6831 or Maria Islas 
Lopez (History Colorado) at 
maria.islaslopez@state.co.us.

Celebrating 
the stories and 

memories of 
San Luis

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — Before a 
crowd of about 50 well-wish-
ers and family members at 
The Barn at La Manzanilla 
Farm in Alamosa, the Colo-
rado Health Foundation, 
presented Tara Bay, director 
of the Adelante Family Re-
source Center Alamosa, with 
the 2023 Dr. Virgilo Licona 
Community Health Lead-
ership Award. This award 
celebrates the work of Colo-
radans tackling community 
health barriers and advanc-
ing health equity at the sys-
tems and community level.

Bay has compassionately 

served clients of La Puente 
and the Adelante Family 
Resource Center for the past 
10 years to provide access 
and support around housing 
assistance, childcare, skill 
development, and mental 
health to meet the needs of 
families in the community, 
so everyone has the oppor-
tunity to thrive and live 
healthy lives.

“Tara has truly listened to 
the concerns of her commu-
nity and used those voices to 
magnify and address health 
equity in the San Luis Val-
ley,” said Karen McNeil-
Miller, president, and CEO 
of The Colorado Health 

Foundation. “This is what 
it’s all about. Celebrating 
Tara’s passion and dedica-
tion to removing barriers to 
health and well-being — for 
everyone — is something we 
are proud to honor and sup-
port.”

Bay told the Valley Cou-
rier, “This is an honor, you 
think of small towns, and 
you think about all of the 
things that never get recog-
nized. The Colorado Health 
Foundation wants to recog-
nize all of Colorado. This is 
such an honor.

“I could not do what I do 
without great flexibility in 

Bay receives Colorado Health Foundation award

Courier photo by John Waters

Tara Bay upon receiving the Dr. Virgilo Licona 
Community Health Leadership Award from 
the Colorado Health Foundation on Oct. 24.

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Soon af-
ter Ann Stanford (86, 91) 
arrived in Alamosa as a 
first-generation, non-tra-
ditional college student 
interested in the sciences, 
she repeatedly heard Ad-
ams State’s motto at the 
time: “Quality education 
with a personal touch.”

Through an inspiring 
blend of teaching and tu-
telage, Stanford has lived 
out those words ever 
since.

Quality education? For 
more than 30 years, Stan-
ford delivered top-level 
science instruction to a 

variety of students in the 
San Luis Valley, first for 
the Adams State Upward 
Bound program and then 
for the Sanford School 
District, Good Shepherd 
Middle School, Rocky 
Mountain Hebrew Acade-
my, Alamosa High School 
and Trinidad State Col-
lege.

Personal touch? Stan-
ford did more than teach 
kids about science; she 
looked for ways to cre-
ate bonds with them. 
Throughout her career, 
she has aimed to serve 
as a role model for young 
women interested in the 
sciences. She also took 

numerous students to re-
gional and state science 
fair competitions, and has 
served as a volunteer for 
the San Luis Valley Re-
gional Science Fair since 
her college days. 

Stanford says, “I 
thought, ‘OK, I have 
helped individual stu-
dents, which is my job, 
but I want to go a step 
further. What can I do?’”

That spirit of giving back 
led her and her husband 
to establish the Ann and 
Patrick Stanford Schol-
arship for STEM majors 
at Adams State. The new 
endowment scholarship 

Courtesy photo

Pictured, Patrick and Ann Stanford (left) discuss a schol-
arship for Adams State STEM majors, with President Da-
vid and Darin Tandberg (right).

New ASU scholarship empowers STEM students

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — Halloween 2023 in the San 

Luis Valley is gearing up to be a banner cel-
ebration of trick or treating, trunk or treat-
ing, storytelling, skating, costume contests, 
and more.

There are many events in Alamosa to 
choose from including:

• Haunted House, 701 San Juan Ave., Oct. 
27-28, and 31, 7-11 p.m.

• Día de los Muertos, Oct. 28, 11 a.m.-2 
p.m., at the Colorado Welcome Center, Ala-
mosa

• Downtown Trick or Treating in Alamo-
sa, Oct. 28, 1-4 p.m.

• Halloween Skate Night, Oct.28, at the 
Alamosa ice rink located at the Alamosa 
Family Recreation Center, 2222 Old Stan-
ford Rd., 5-10 p.m.

• Oct. 28, Halloween Party and Costume 
Contest, Knee Knockers Bar and Grill Ala-
mosa, Oct 28, 6 to 7 p.m.

• The Alamosa Bicycle Coalition is hosting 

Courtesy photo

The annual ‘Fright—Fest’ sponsored by the 
Alamosa Police Department at the Colorado 
National Guard Armory was attended by over 
1,000. The event is scheduled for Oct. 31.

Halloween in 
SLV promises 

to be fun, 
haunting time

STAFF REPORT
MONTE VISTA —Everyone is invited to 

attend the spooktacular Halloween Festival 
from 3 to 8 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 27, at Ful-
lenweider Park in Monte Vista.

The Monte Vista Chamber of Commerce, 
the Mystic Valley Art Council, and the San 
Luis Valley Heathens are hosting the fami-
ly-friendly event. 

The park will be decorated for Halloween 
and feature a straw bale maze. A trunk or 
treat will also be held at the park. Everyone 
is encouraged to attend the free event.

People can bring their kids in their Hal-

Courier file photo by John Waters

The annual Trunk or Treat event in Crestone draws 
a large crown from across the San Luis Valley. 

Halloween 
events 

throughout 
the Valley

■ See EVENTS page 3
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The Adams State trunk-or-treat begins at 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 31, in the Nielsen Li-
brary parking lot.

Adams State 
Halloween 

events include 
trunk-or-treat

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — The Adams State Uni-

versity College Assistance Migrant Pro-
gram (CAMP) and departments across 
campus will host a trunk-or-treat from 
4 until 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 31, in 
the Nielsen Library parking lot. The 
event is free and open to the public.

The Admissions Office and School 
of Nursing will host a Haunted House 
from 6 until 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
28, on the first and second floor of Rich-
ardson Hall. Enter through the south 
door. All ages are welcome, and tick-
ets are $5 per person or a donation of 
canned goods for the Adams State food 
pantry.

A Día de los Muertos altar, hosted by 
Tu Casa, will be on display in the Stu-
dent Union Building Mall Court with a 
reception from 6 until 9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Nov. 2.



Passed away peaceful-

ly on Oct. 22, 2023, in his 

home. He was born on 

Oct. 27, 1934, to Francis-

co Ignacio and Rosanna 

Maria Manzanares. Leo 

was a devoted brother, 

husband, fa-

ther, grand-

father, great-

grandfather , 

uncle, godfa-

ther, and a 

friend to all. 

Leo was born 

and raised in 

Monte Vista. 

He enlisted in 

the Army in 

1957. He mar-

ried Loretta 

(Trujillo) in 

1961. They 

welcomed Peggy, Cindy 

and Michael.  

Leo enjoyed playing 

BINGO, hunting, fishing, 
watching football, listen-

ing to Spanish music, 

and being surrounded by 

family. He was a mem-

ber of the Elks for many 

years as well as the 

Knights of Columbus.

Leo is survived by his 

children Peggy Man-

zanares of Monte Vista, 

Cindy Martinez (Jesse) 

of Monte Vista, and 

Michael Manzanares 

(Rhonda) of Pueblo West; 

seven grandchildren 

Tesa Maxwell (Dennis), 

Zachariah Manzanares, 

Heather Gonzalez (Man-

uel), Savannah Marshall 

(Justin), Bethanie Man-

zanares (Shelby), Dante 

Madril (Alicia), and 

Chloe Manzanares; 12 

great-grandchildren, one 

sister, Elizabeth Wind-

ham, numerous nieces, 

nephews, godchildren, 

and extended family 

members.

Leo was preceded in 

death by his wife Loret-

ta, his parents Francisco 

Ignacio and Rosanna 

Maria, one brother and 

five sisters.  
The rosary will be held 

on Thursday, Oct. 26, at 

7 p.m. in Alamosa, at the 

Romero Funeral Chapel. 

A Funeral Mass will be 

held on Friday, Oct. 27, 

at 2 p.m. in Monte Vista, 

at St. Joseph’s Catho-

lic Church.  Inurnment 

will be held at the Monte 

Vista Cemetery with full 

military honors.

To leave online con-

dolences, please visit 

romerofuneralhomes.

com. The care of arrange-

ments has been entrust-

ed to Romero Funeral 

Home of Alamosa. 
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School Menu
Wednesday

October 25, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Pork Soft Tacos

Mexican Corn/Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Mini Pancakes/Sausage

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Pork Soft Tacos

Mexican Corn/Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Pork Soft Tacos

Mexican Corn/Cowboy Bread
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Emilia Gallegos
La Jara resident Emilia Gallegos passed away on Oct. 22,2023. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Antonito.

Elias (Leo) Robert Manzanares

Gerald Lee Poe, 81, 

of Sandy, Utah, passed 

away on Oct. 19, 2023, af-

ter a long battle with kid-

ney disease.

Jerry was born June 25, 

1942, in Bisbee, Ariz., the 

eldest son of Leon Frank 

Poe and Laphrona Wil-

liams Shugart.

He was employed by the 

U.S. Forest Service for 29 

years and lived in mul-

tiple places, such as Ne-

vada, New Mexico, Texas, 

Arizona, Nebraska, and 

Colorado. His favorite 

place was Paradise Val-

ley, Nev., where he lived 

and worked on a ranch for 

four years.

Jerry was passionate 

about horse racing, and he 

was never happier than 

when he was in nature. 

He had many hobbies, 

including rockhounding, 

hunting, fishing, bird-

watching, writing stories, 

and making jewelry. He 

made beautiful earrings, 

bracelets, and necklaces 

for family and friends. 

His jewelry will be a cher-

ished reminder of his love 

for all those in his life.

In 2017, Jerry moved to 

Utah to be closer to some 

of his children and grand-

children. He treasured 

spending time with his 

family most of all. He en-

joyed cooking, gardening, 

and sharing his life sto-

ries with anyone he came 

across. He loved talking 

about his children and 

grandchildren and their 

accomplishments. He was 

so proud of all of them.

Jerry served in the Viet-

nam War with the U.S. 

Army from Sept. 7, 1967, 

to July 4, 1969, earn-

ing a National Defense 

Service Medal, Vietnam 

Service Medal, Vietnam 

Campaign Medal, and 

a Bronze Star. He was 

Honorably discharged in 

1973.

Jerry was a 1960 grad-

uate of Superior High 

School in Superior, Ariz. 

He also studied at the 

University of Arizona 

and earned a bachelor’s 

degree in Range Manage-

ment.

Jerry is survived by 

his five children: Levi 
(Miklyn) Poe of Guthrie, 

Okla.; Justin (Andrea) 

Poe of Lehi, Utah; Renee 

Poe of Sandy, Utah; Tan-

ner (Julie) Poe of Sandy, 

Utah; and Lara (Banny) 

Umar of San Antonio, 

Texas. Jerry is 

also survived 

by 15 grand-

children: Cam-

ryn, Clayton, 

Jaxon, Alivia, 

Journi, Ava-

lyn, Nico, Max, 

Oliver, Marley, 

TJ, Troy, Riya, 

Kenna, Avren, 

and one neph-

ew, Iric Bur-

den.

He was pre-

ceded in death 

by his parents and his 

sister, Marsha Burden.

Private Family Servic-

es will be held. His final 
resting place will be in 

the mountains of Para-

dise Valley, Nev.

We want to give a 

special thanks to Valeo 

Home Health and Hos-

pice for their exceptional 

care of our dad during his 

final days.

Gerald Lee Poe

Alamosa resident Apo-

linar “Paul” Rodriguez, 

89, was welcomed home 

by our Lord on Oct. 22, 

2023, at San Luis Valley 

Regional Medical Center 

surrounded by his lov-

ing family. Paul was wel-

comed into the 

world on July 

23,1934 in Mar-

athon, Texas to 

Luciano Rodri-

guez and Igna-

cia Martinez 

Rodriguez.

Paul attend-

ed high school 

at Marathon 

school district 

up to the 11th 

grade. He then 

joined the Army 

and served in 

the Korean 

war. Upon returning 

home Paul was united 

in marriage on April 2, 

1955, to the love of his life 

Mary Martinez who pre-

ceded him in death. The 

two welcomed six chil-

dren, two daughters and 

three sons.

Paul was a carpenter 

for most of his life and 

was a Foreman for Van 

Iwaarden Builders of Ala-

mosa. He loved watching 

sports and the time he 

spent with his grandkids 

and family. Paul will be 

truly missed by all who 

knew him.

His legacy will live on 

through his children; Lor-

raine Archuleta, Glenda 

Rodriguez (James Fern-

endez0, Kenneth (Gene-

vieve) Rodriguez, Johnny 

(Vivien) Rodriguez, and 

Daren (Elaine) Rodri-

guez, one sister Janie Sal-

dania, 10 grandchildren, 

19 great-grandchildren, 

and one great-great-

grandson.

Paul was preceded in 

death by his wife Mary 

Rodriguez, Parents Lu-

ciano and Ignacia Rodri-

guez, siblings; Simon, 

Juan Rodriguez, Anita 

Acosta, Lupe Molinar, 

son-in-law Nick Archul-

eta, and grandson Nick-

oles Archuleta.

Services with recita-

tion of the Rosary will 

be held on Oct. 26, 2023, 

at Sacred Heart Catho-

lic Church, Alamosa, at 

9:30 a.m. with Mass of 
the Resurrection to follow 

at 10 a.m. also at Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church. 

Interment with full Mili-

tary Honors will be at 

Alamosa Cemetery.

To leave online con-

dolences, please visit 

romerofuneralhomes.

com. The care of arrange-

ments has been entrusted 

to Romero Valley Funeral 

Home Alamosa.

Apolinar ‘Paul’ Rodriguez

Alamosa County Sher-

iff’s Office
In the last three weeks, 

the Alamosa County 

Sheriff’s Office has is-

sued a total of 38 cita-

tions for speeding, in-

cluding one for going 5-9 

mph over the limit, 20 for 

going 10-19 mph over the 

limit and 17 for going 20-

39 mph over the limit.

Additional citations in-

clude:
One citation for operat-

ing a motorcycle without 

endorsement.

One citation for care-

less driving.

Two citations for oper-

ating a vehicle without 

compulsory insurance.

One citation for driv-

ing under the influence.
One citation for driv-

ing under the influence 
blood alcohol .008 or 

more

One citation for follow-

ing too closely.

Three citations for 

driving under restraint.

One citation for driv-

ing with expired tags.

One citation for failing 

to obey traffic signals.
Three citations for dog 

at large, including one 

for vicious animal.

In addition, the fol-

lowing individuals were 

cited:
David Vialpando of 

Alamosa was cited for 

harassment, domestic 

violence and false im-

prisonment at 10421 CR 

5 South.

James Jones of Alamo-

sa was cited for violation 

of a protection order at 

10603 Highway 160.

Kailey Ann Morford of 

Alamosa was cited for 

criminal impersonation, 

resisting arrest and ob-

structing a peace officer 
at 3141 Main Street.

Raymundo Deluna, 

62, of Alamosa was cited 

for harassment at 3333 

Clark Street.

Ashley Kline of Ala-

mosa was cited for two 

counts of child abuse, 

reckless endangerment 

and criminal mischief at 

11338 Highway 160.

Ayanna Mondragon 

of Pueblo was cited for 

criminal impersonation 

at 8th Street and Adams.

Jose Trujillo was cited 

for harassment, domes-

tic violence and child 

abuse at 1800 block of 

Valley Vista Boulevard.

Kevin Joseph Conti of 

Colorado Springs was 

cited for driving under 

the influence per se M, 
driving under the influ-

ence M, reckless driving 

MT2, prohibited use of 

weapons M1, driving un-

der restraint TIA, pos-

sessed an open alcoholic 

beverage in a motor ve-

hicle, possessed an open 

marijuana container in 

a motor vehicle at 14000 

block of Highway 160.

Raymundo DeLuna, 

62, of Alamosa was 

charged with resisting 

arrest at 3333 Clark 

Street.

Aaliyah Jiron of Monte 

Vista was cited for two 

counts of violation of a 

protection order at 8000 

CR 8 South.

Tel Honeycutt, 32, 

of Alamosa was cited 

for child abuse at 5319 

Highway 17 South.

Davonta Kortiz Rob-

inson of Alamosa was 

cited for assault in the 

third degree, domestic 

violence and harassment 

at 270 Santa Fe Avenue.

Maria Poole, 27, of 

Pueblo was cited for pos-

session of a controlled 

substance at West 8th 

and Adams Street.

By QUENTIN YOUNG

Former President 

Donald Trump has for-

mally indicated to Colo-

rado election officials 
that he intends to run 

for president in the state 

in 2024.

Trump submitted can-

didate paperwork even 

as he faces a legal chal-

lenge to his eligibility 

to run in Colorado, and 

state approval of his can-

didacy is on hold pend-

ing developments in that 

case.

The secretary of 

state’s office received 
from Trump on Oct. 11 

a “statement of intent” 

to run in the presiden-

tial primary, according 

to documents Newsline 

obtained from the secre-

tary’s office. The docu-

ment attests that Trump 

is at least 35, has lived 

in the country at least 

14 years and is a natu-

ral born U.S. citizen. The 

home address he submit-

ted corresponds to that 

of the Mar-a-Lago resort 

in Florida.

Also submitted as part 

of Trump’s application 

to run was a $500 check 

from his campaign to the 

secretary of state’s office, 
and official approval of 
his candidacy from the 

Colorado Republican 

Party.

No other candidates 

have yet submitted bal-

lot-access paperwork for 

the presidential primary 

in Colorado.

Submission of candi-

date documents to the 

secretary of state’s of-

fice, typically a routine 
step in the ballot-access 

process, carries unusual 

significance in Trump’s 
case, since a set of plain-

tiffs is suing Democratic 

Secretary of State Jena 

Griswold in state court 

in an effort to block him 

from the ballot next year.

Represented by the 

watchdog group Citizens 

for Responsibility and 

Ethics in Washington, 

the plaintiffs, including 

several Republican vot-

ers, argue Trump, the 

leading GOP candidate 

for president in 2024, 

is disqualified under a 
provision of the 14th 

Amendment. Section 3 

of the amendment says 

no person who took an 

oath to support the Con-

stitution then had “en-

gaged in insurrection … 

or given aid or comfort 

to the enemies thereof” 

can hold any office in the 
United States.

“Donald Trump tried 

to overthrow the results 

of the 2020 presidential 

election,” the lawsuit, 

filed in early September, 
says. “His efforts cul-

minated on January 6, 

2021, when he incited, 

exacerbated, and other-

wise engaged in a vio-

lent insurrection at the 

United States Capitol by 

a mob who believed they 

were following his or-

ders, and refused to pro-

tect the Capitol or call off 

the mob for nearly three 

hours as the attack un-

folded.”

A weeklong trial in the 

case is scheduled to be-

gin Monday. 

Griswold, who has said 

Trump did “incite an 

insurrection,” had not 

indicated whether she 

would try to keep Trump 

off the Colorado ballot. 

In September she said 

she welcomed the law-

suit as a way to answer 

legal questions around 

the 14th Amendment’s 

disqualification clause. 
Upon receiving Trump’s 

candidate paperwork, 

her legal team wrote in 

a court filing, “In light 
of the claims brought in 

this proceeding, the Sec-

retary intends to hold 

Mr. Trump’s application 

pending further direc-

tion from the Court.”

The Colorado case is 

seen as the first major 
test of the 14th Amend-

ment’s disqualification 
clause since the Civil 

War era. Other similar 

lawsuits, such as one 

filed by Free Speech For 
People in Minnesota in 

mid-September, have 

been filed in other states.

Trump files to 
appear on Colorado 
presidential ballot

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anonymous 
groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to stay 
sober and help other alco-
holics/addicts to achieve 
sobriety.

There are AA and NA 12-

Step Meetings throughout 
the valley. The 6th Tradi-
tion states that we are not 
affiliated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

COURIER OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, fam-
ily or other representatives that place obituaries.  
All paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.
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Over 50 people attended the celebration held at The Barn at La Manzanilla Farm 
where Tara Bay received an award from the Colorado Health Foundation. 

my job and I’m thankful 
to Judy McNeilsmith and 
Lance Cheslock [both with 
La Puente], I have time to 
work on things that are 
really meaningful and 
hopefully systemically 
changing things in the 
Valley. Without that flex-
ibility, I would not be able 
to do that. My staff is just 
amazing, and they work 
so hard to provide services 
to people in the San Luis 
Valley,” said Bay.

Working to improve the 
community has been a 
continuous journey, and 
her efforts have resulted 
in major improvements 
in the systems that were 
failing families in the San 
Luis Valley. Tara has 
spearheaded numerous 
initiatives, projects, and 
programs, including:

Overhauling Adelante’s 
housing model to a sup-
portive one, forging the 
Working Together net-
work of social services, 
and dramatically altering 
the landscape of family 

welfare services in all six 
counties of the San Luis 
Valley; implementing the 
Dependency and Neglect 
System Reform (DANSR) 
model of family court as a 
replacement for the tradi-
tional Family Drug Court 
in the San Luis Valley — 
the DANSR model allows 
families to be their own 
direct advocates and have 
legal representation; 

creating the Statewide 
Supportive Housing Ex-
pansion project, which is 
currently being piloted in 
the San Luis Valley and 
various regions across the 
state of Colorado. 

“We all have a spe-
cial gift, and if we all 
shared it, imagine what 
the world would be like,” 
said Bay. “Everybody 
matters, and if we’re not 

taking care of everybody, 
we’re not taking care of 
anybody. That’s how I ap-
proach my work.” 

As the 2023 Dr. Vir-
gilo Licona Commu-
nity Health Leadership 
Award winner, The Colo-
rado Health Foundation 
made a $20,000 donation 
to the Adelante Family 
Resource Center in Bay’s 
name.

is open to Grizzly sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors 
with a 3.0 GPA or higher 
during the award year 
who are working toward 
undergraduate degrees 
related to science, technol-
ogy, engineering or math-
ematics.

“We want to encourage 
someone to apply for the 
scholarship and contin-
ue their education, and 
we’re going to provide the 
financial support as much 
as we can for them to do 
that,” she says.

The scholarship is 
rooted in Stanford’s de-
votion to education, and 
its transformative power 
to improve lives. It’s in-
tended to financially sup-
port the kind of student 
she has been encouraging 
for years — learners who 
are “highly motivated 
by their own desire” and 
plan to carve out a career 
of contribution in a STEM 
field, she says.

“I believe education is 
everything. It’s the key 
to a better life in every 

sense of the word,” Stan-
ford says. 

She says she’s proud to 
provide encouragement 
and support to her alma 
mater.

“I owe my career and 
the person I am to Ad-
ams State,” she says. “I 
feel like they helped me 
transform myself to be-
come a professional in a 
fulfilling career and to 
help me live my dream. 
They were always there 
throughout my teach-
ing career for anything 
and everything. They ap-
proach teaching in the 
Valley in such a person-
able way. They’re a jewel 
in this community. I can’t 
even imagine how many 
lives have been changed, 
touched and bettered by 
Adam State.”

Stanford also believes 
in the university’s abil-
ity to profoundly impact 
a brighter future that 
includes more women in 
the sciences. She hopes 
the new scholarship will 
serve as both an inspira-
tion for future STEM pro-
fessionals and a guiding 
light toward a brighter, 
more inclusive future.

a Spooky Alley Cat Ride 
on Saturday, Oct. 28, at 
4 p.m. Bring your cos-
tume and enjoy a terrify-
ing afternoon. Everyone 
is welcome and the best 
costume wins a prize. 
The race will start at Cole 
Park and end at Spare 
Keg on Main Street.

• The annual Fall Farm 

Festival will be held in 
Cole Park in Alamosa on 
Oct. 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

• Living Water Bible 
Fellowship, Trunk-Or-
Treat, 2910 Clark St., 
Alamosa, on Oct. 31 from 
5:30-7:30 p.m.

• Haunted Hallways at 
SLV Health, Oct. 31, from 
4 to 6 p.m. at 2115 Stew-
art Ave., Alamosa.

• Trunk or Treat at the 
Early Childhood Council 

in Alamosa at 401 Santa 
Fe Ave. on Oct. 31 from 6 
to 8 p.m.

• SLV Transportation/
Red Willows will hold a 
Trunk or Treat, Oct. 31, 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Call 719-
589-5734 for details.

• 7th Annual Alamosa 
Fright-Fest on Oct. 31 
sponsored by Alamosa 
Police Department, 4 to 7 
p.m., National Guard Ar-
mory, 1877 Old Stanford 
Rd.
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Monte Vista has a Halloween Festival planned for Oct. 27. The event moves to Ful-
lenweider Park.

Events
■ Continued from Page 1

loween costumes and 
participate in all the fun 
activities that will be 
available at the park. The 
activities being held will 
be a kooky build-a-skele-
ton art project, a riveting 
tomato toss, and some ex-
citing vampire apple bob-
bing. In addition to the 
straw bale maze, there 
will be pumpkin decorat-
ing, a sack race for kids, a 
bean bag toss, and a kid’s 
costume contest.

There will also be a 
bubble gum jar guessing 
game fundraiser along 
with goat petting and 
feeding. Get Ink will be at 
the park face painting. A 
non-perishable food item 
or cash will be accepted 
payment for the face 
painting.

To go along with the 
Halloween Festival, the 
Vali 3 Theater will also 
be showing “The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show” at 
10 p.m. For people 21 and 
older, beer can be pur-
chased at the theater for 
the show.

The Monte Vista 
Chamber of Commerce 
will have maps available 
showing the locations of 
the participating “Trick 
or Treat” businesses and 
residences handing out 
candy on Tuesday, Oct. 
31. The movie theater will 
also be showing the fami-
ly-friendly movie “Casper 
the Friendly Ghost,” at 5 
p.m. on Halloween.

DEL NORTE
The Del Norte Commu-

nity Ambulance Service 
will be hosting a Hallow-
een party inside the new 
Del Norte Fire Station 
located at 955 French St. 
in the old Del Norte High 
School Field House. This 
event will feature free 
games, fun family activi-

ties and, of course, candy. 
In addition to the Hal-

loween fun, the organiza-
tion will also be having a 
chili dinner with all pro-
ceeds going toward the 
ambulance service. The 
event is set for Oct. 29 
from 3 to 7 p.m. The chili 
dinner is $10 for adults, 
$7 for children ages 6 to 
12 and children 5 years 
old and younger are free.

Rio Grande Hospital is 
hosting a Trunk or Treat 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at 310 
County Road 14 in Del 
Norte.

SOUTH FORK
For the past seven 

years, the South Fork 
Fire Rescue and South 
Fork Fire Rescue Ladies 
Auxiliary has brought 
spooky fun to the South 
Fork community and 
this year the two orga-
nizations plan to put on 
a hauntingly good time. 
The Halloween Extrava-
ganza will be on Oct. 31 
from 4 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the South Fork Fire Res-
cue Fire Station and will 
feature Trunk or Treats, 
costume contests and 
more.

South Fork Fire Rescue 
Ladies Auxiliary is seek-
ing volunteers for the 
event. Anyone who would 
like to host a Trunk or 
Treat or to host a game 
for attendees can reach 
out to the organization at 
719-588-0656 or message 
them on Facebook under 
South Fork Fire Rescue 
Ladies Auxiliary page. 
The event does include 
a free dinner of hotdogs, 
chips, and a drink. The 
organization is also ac-
cepting donations of can-
dy.

CREEDE
The fun moves up to 

Creede where those look-
ing for some more fright-
fully fun events can come 
to a PG-rated haunted 

house at the Creede Un-
derground Mining Muse-
um on Oct. 28 and 31. On 
Oct. 28, people can come 
enjoy a Trunk or Treat 
and Halloween Party and 
then wander through the 
underground mining mu-
seum that will be trans-
formed into a haunted 
house.

CRESTONE
The annual Trunk or 

Treat draws celebrants 
from all over the Valley 
to downtown Crestone 
starting at 5 p.m.

COSTILLA COUNTY
H a l l o w e e n - r e l a t e d 

events will be held in 
Blanca, Fort Garland, 
and San Luis, beginning 
on Oct. 27.

The Fort Garland Mu-
seum is having Fright 
Night at the Fort from 5 
to 11 p.m. on Oct. 27.

The Blanca-Fort Gar-
land Community Center 
is hosting its third an-
nual Trunk or Treat from 
3 to 6 p.m. on Oct. 29. 
This year’s theme is Su-
perheroes. There will not 
be a maze, but there will 
be “a haunted ice cream 
truck.” Hot cocoa, games, 
popcorn, and apple cider 
will be available. The best 
trunk will receive a gift 
basket.

Centennial School in 
San Luis is having a 
Trunk or Treat on Oct. 
31. Call Michelle Preble 
at 719-432-7376 or Honey 
Quintana at 719-588-
1036, for more informa-
tion. 

CONEJOS COUNTY
The Conejos Library 

District will host pump-
kin carving and decorat-
ing at 1 p.m. on Friday, 
Oct. 27, at the Antonito 
Branch; from 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 27, at 
the Capulin Branch; and 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 28, at the 
La Jara Branch.

By SOCIETY HALL
ALAMOSA — Society 

Hall is excited to welcome 
rising star singer-song-
writer David Berkeley to 
the hall on Sunday, Oct 
29. Berkeley will be per-
forming with well-known 
Santa Fe, N.M., bassist 
Susan Holmes.

The doors open at 6:30 
p.m. with the show begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. at 400 
Ross Ave., Alamosa. Tick-
ets are $20 in advance 
and $25 at the door and 
are available online at 
www.societyhall.org and 
in Alamosa at The Green 
Spot, 711 State Ave. The 
concert will also stream 
live on both the Society 
Hall Facebook page and 
You-Tube channel.

Berkeley seems to have 
won every award around 
for singer songwriters, 
not to mention been laud-
ed by every music publi-
cation out there. And his 
accompanist Holmes has 
been part of uncounted 
bands and projects in and 
around Santa Fe, from 
the Bill Hearne Trio to 
the Santa Fe All-Stars to 
Busy Y Los Big Deals to 
the Susan Holmes Broth-
erhood — one of the hard-
est working bassists any-
where.

Berkeley’s gift as a 
songwriter and storyteller 
is that he sees the trag-
edy and comedy in life, 
writing songs capable of 
both breaking and heal-
ing the heart. Berkeley 
has been called a “musical 
poet,” by the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, and the 
New York Times praises 
his “lustrous, melancholy 
voice with shades of Tim 
Buckley and Nick Drake.”

Berkeley has released 
seven studio albums, one 
live album, and authored 
two books, each of which 
pairs with one of his al-
bums. He was a guest on 
“This American Life,” tell-
ing an outrageous story of 
a private serenade he was 
once hired to perform, 
and he has won many 
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Singer-songwriter David Berkeley will be performing on 
Oct. 29 at Society Hall in Alamosa.

Rising star David Berkeley 
performing at Society Hall

songwriting awards and 
honors including ASCAPs 
Johnny Mercer Songwrit-
ing Award.

Berkeley lives with his 
wife and two boys in San-
ta Fe, N.M. In addition to 
his solo career, he is also 
one half of the wildly cre-
ative Trans-Atlantic cos-
tumed duo Sons of Town 
Hall. Berkeley’s music 
has also been remixed 
by many of the world’s 
top EDM DJs. He tours 
all over the country and 
world and has opened-
toured with Dido, Don 
McLean, Ben Folds, Billy 
Bragg, Ray Lamontagne, 
Nickel Creek and many 
more. He was a Ker-
rville New Folk winner, 
a New Song and Rocky 
Mountain Folks Festival 
Finalist. He’s performed 
on World Café, Mountain 
Stage, Sundance Film 
Festival, SXSW, XM Loft 
Sessions, and Acoustic 

Café, just to name a few.
Here’s a sampling of 

what folks have been say-
ing about Berkeley:

“If you’re into literate 
soulful singer songwrit-
ers, David Berkeley is the 
Gabriel García Márquez 
of beautiful-voiced trou-
badours.” — KRUU

“Berkeley sings in a lus-
trous, melancholy voice 
with shades of Tim Buck-
ley and Nick Drake...as 
his melodies ascend to 
become benedictions and 
consolations, the music 
shimmers and peals.” — 
The New York Times

“Berkeley’s a sixties-
esque troubadour with 
songs to swoon by and 
a voice sweeter than in-
cense and peppermints. 
...he’s a double fantasy 
of Nick Drake and Dono-
van.” — Rolling Stone

“One of the most prom-
ising singers to emerge in 
recent times.” — Relix
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By MEGAN LANG
Tu Casa Program Director

Tu Casa, Inc. is a nonprofit, that pro-
vides free, confidential, bilingual advo-
cacy, and outreach services to children 
and adult victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, stalking, human traf-
ficking, and child sexual abuse through-
out the SIX rural counties of the San 
Luis Valley. Tu Casa, Inc. strives to en-
sure our services are trauma-informed, 
person-centered, and interactions with 
clients are founded in an empowerment 
philosophy.

Tu Casa, Inc. recognizes the choice to 
leave an abusive partner can be difficult 
— and sometimes — our clients simply 
aren’t ready to leave their partners, but 
still want to find a way to be safe in 
their homes and relationships. As a pri-
mary service offered, Tu Casa, Inc. staff 
work diligently to create safety plans 
with every survivor we meet. Often, 
when survivors are in abusive relation-
ships, they feel powerless, because their 
partners use abusive behaviors to gain 
and maintain power and control over 
them. Creating a safety plan can help 
survivors take back control over their 
situation by allowing them to identify 
if they are in a dangerous relationship, 
providing them with tips on how to how 
to stay safe, and assisting them in prep-
arations to leave an abusive relation-
ship should they choose to do so.

What makes a relationship danger-
ous? 

All relationships are unique, but abu-
sive relationships tend to share similar 
patterns of power and control being 
exerted over one individual. There are 
several ways power and control can be 
exerted and it looks different in every 
relationship. However, research on 
abusive relationships has shown there 
are several patterns of abusive behav-
ior that can be considered a “lethality 
indicator”. Lethality signifies a situ-
ation that could cause extreme harm 
or death to an individual. By learning 
about these lethality indicators through 
conversations with advocates, survivors 
become empowered to predict whether 
or not their abusive relationship might 

Safety 
planning

become lethal.
What are examples of lethality indica-

tors? 
The list of lethality indicators can be 

lengthy, but here are a few major lethal-
ity indicators: 

• Strangulation. Has your partner 
ever put their hands, arms, or other 
body parts around your neck and ap-
plied pressure, cutting off your air flow? 
Most people use the term “choking” to 
describe this behavior, but there’s a dif-
ference between the terms choking and 
strangulation. Choking describes when 
something is stuck internally in your 
esophagus, limiting or prohibiting your 
ability to breathe. Strangulation de-
scribes something much more insidious; 
strangulation is when someone or some-
thing applies external force to neck, 
cutting off air flow or blood flow to your 
brain. Strangulation is one of the most 
intimate forms of domestic violence, as 
your life becomes dependent on the ac-
tions of your partner.  

• Gun ownership. We live in a ru-
ral valley; we know most people have 
guns in the home either as a method 
of self-defense or for hunting. But did 
you know that having guns in the home 
increases the risk of being murdered by 
your abuser by five times?  

• Stalking. Stalking is defined as a 
pattern of behavior meant to make a 

reasonable person fearful of another 
individual.  Perpetrators of abuse often 
harass their victims or make threats to 
make you fear for the safety of yourself 
or your family. 

• Leaving or attempting to leave an 
abusive relationship. Research shows 
that when a survivor is ready to end an 
abusive relationship, the risk of being 
murdered by their abuser increases sig-
nificantly. This is because the perpetra-
tor feels a loss of power and control over 
the survivor and they may exert deadly 
force to try to regain it. A question you 
might want to ask when creating a safe-
ty plan may include: “what threats has 
the perpetrator made to me if I’ve at-
tempted to leave in the past?” 

If you’ve experienced any of these le-
thality indicators in your relationship, 
we hope you’ll consider reaching out to 
Tu Casa, Inc. for help creating a safety 
plan. Tu Casa, Inc. recognizes survivors 
are the experts of their own relation-
ships, and we urge you to trust your 
own instincts. If you feel you may need 
help determining if you’re in an abusive 
relationship, or if you’re in need of help 
to feel safe again, Tu Casa, Inc. is here 
to help.

Creating a Safety Plan
A safety plan is a personalized docu-

ment that includes ways you can re-
main safe while in a relationship, plan-

ning to end a relationship, or after you 
leave a relationship. Tu Casa, Inc. likes 
to describe these documents as “liv-
ing”, meaning they grow and adapt as 
needed, as your relationship or situa-
tion changes. Safety plans often include 
ways to stay emotionally safe, financial-
ly safe, and physically safe.

Tu Casa, Inc. isn’t here to tell you 
what to do, but we’re here to help you 
determine the best plan of action for 
your own situation. We recognize every 
relationship is different, so every safety 
plan is going to be different too!

Well thought out safety plans will in-
clude all the important information you 
need and will help you walk through 
several possible scenarios, unique to 
your own lived experience. It may seem 
silly to plan it all out, but when we’re 
in crisis situations, sometimes our brain 
doesn’t allow us to make logical deci-
sions in the moment, so having a writ-
ten safety plan to look back on can be 
helpful.

If you’re ready to make a safety plan, 
reach out to Tu Casa, Inc. via our 24-
hour hotline at 719-589-2465 and ask 
to speak with an advocate. Advocates 
and volunteers are ready 24/7 to work 
with you if you have questions regard-
ing your safety and to offer guidance to 
anyone who wants help creating their 
own safety plan.

Editor,
Saguache County Board of Commis-

sioners have voted to oppose proposi-
tion HH, a measure on the upcoming 
November ballot.

If approved by voters, this measure 
would greatly impact the next 10 years 
of budgets for county governments as 
they rely largely and sometimes sole-
ly on property taxes as their revenue 

source.
Our Saguache County constituents 

request improvements to transporta-
tion, housing, public safety, and other 
services, and we, the Saguache County 
Commissioners are concerned that 
Prop HH could reduce our local gov-
ernments’ ability to respond to these 
public expectations, unfunded man-
dates, and additional regulatory re-

quirements.
If Proposition HH were to pass it 

would mandate reductions in local 
property taxes for at least 10 years, re-
sulting in billions of dollars of lost rev-
enue for county governments without 
any reduction in service obligations.

Saguache County Commissioners 
said, “Prop HH will have a long-term 
negative effect on TABOR with a mini-

mal short-term benefit.”
Property taxes are crucial for county 

governments to provide services, facili-
ties and infrastructure needed and de-
sired by their communities for public 
health, welfare, and safety.

Lynne Thompson, Chairman
Liza Marron, Commissioner
Tom McCracken, Commissioner

Saguache County Board of Commissioners vote to oppose Prop HH

Editor,
The Del Norte Fire Protection Dis-

trict is opposing Proposition HH on the 
November 2023 ballot and asking vot-
ers to vote no as well!

If this proposition passes the Del 

Norte Fire Protection District, as well 
as all special districts, will lose between 
10%-15% of their funding within the 
next 3 years.

Our Fire Protection District operates 
on a very limited budget and a reduc-

tion in taxes collected will result in a 
reduction in services that the Fire Pro-
tection District is able to offer.

The language used in Proposition HH 
is very confusing and attempts to con-
vince the voters that it is property tax 

relief.
In reality most property owners will 

see significant tax increases within the 
next 5 years. 

The passage of Proposition HH will 
end all TABOR refunds. Proposition 
HH will allow state legislatures to dis-
burse funds without the vote of the peo-
ple. Local control will be gone, and the 
governor and legislature will control 
our local funds.

Please do not be deceived by the con-
fusing language of a proposal that takes 
away local control. Proposition HH will 
have a detrimental effect on this com-
munity and the ability to provide fire 
protection services to you, the residents 
of the Del Norte Fire Protection Dis-
trict!

Del Norte Fire Protection District 
Board of Directors

Terry Haynie-Chairman
Dr. Pat Thompson-Vice Chairman
Ryan Haynie-Treasurer
Claude Trujillo-Director
Mike Maddox-Director

Editor,
I was pleased to see that the county 

commissioners of both Alamosa and Ro 
Grande counties recommend against 
voting for proposition HH.

In theory, it would reduce property 
taxes only for a period of time. But it 
would reduce and ultimately eliminate 
the TABOR refunds we’ve (Colorado 
taxpayers) been receiving the last few 
years. The Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TA-
BOR) limits the amount of money the 
state government can collect and retain. 
Collections in excess of the limit are re-
turned to taxpayers as a TABOR refund. 

Last year, the TABOR refunds were 
$750 for single taxpayers and $1,500 for 
marrieds. Proposition HH will trump 
TABOR and allow the state to retain the 
excess. This projects to add $2.2 billion 
to state revenue which the legislature is 
expected to wisely spend.

First, property taxes are and should 
be the domain of our local governments, 
not the state. And why trust the legis-
lature to appropriately backfill reduced 
property taxes to the county and school 
districts that should have gone to them 
from the start?

Second, it attempts to sugarcoat this 

largess by allowing this excess to be 
spent on education, refunds to local gov-
ernments and rental assistance.

Third, the proposal is scheduled to 
last through the year 2032, BUT the leg-
islature may extend the proposition af-
ter that without further voter approval. 
How do you think that will work out?

Fourth, if you own a $1,000,000 agri-
cultural property, the Ballot Information 
Booklet says you can expect a property 
tax reduction of somewhere between $0 
and $795. Nice to have some concrete 
data upon which to make your decision.

Fifth, if you are a renter, don’t expect 

your landlord to pass on any potential 
tax reduction realized. So probably noth-
ing for you.

Finally, just because property values 
have increased doesn’t translate into 
your property taxes increasing commen-
surately. The taxing authorities have 
budgetary restraints.

In short, Proposition HH is a poorly 
written, deceptive, classic ‘bait and 
switch’ scheme. Don’t fall for it. Vote no!

Lyle Hood 
Retired CPA
Alamosa

Proposition HH — A wolf in sheep’s clothing

Del Norte Fire Protection District opposes Proposition HH
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Lifestyles
Many Colorado families stick with 

home schooling in wake of pandemic
By SARA WILSON
Colorado Newsline

On a Friday morning 
in September, Brynn Ste-
phens and her three chil-
dren were baking banana 
bread, cookies and black 
bean brownies from scratch 
in their Monument home. 
It was one of the first crisp 
days of fall, and the oven 
kept everyone warm as 
they mixed dry ingredients, 
converted fractions from 
the recipe and watched the 
baked goods rise.

It was also the middle of 
a school day. The children, 
ages 11, 8 and 6, were si-
multaneously getting a 
math and chemistry lesson, 
putting concepts to real-life 
practice.

Stephens is one of thou-
sands of parents who be-
gan home-schooling their 
children in Colorado during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and chose to keep them 
out of public schools even 
as education settled into a 
new normal.

“We finally made the 
decision during the CO-
VID-19 shutdowns. They 
were in ‘online school,’ and 
we saw what a disaster it 
was. We decided to give 
home schooling a try and 
it’s just stuck,” she said.

The number of home-
schooled students in Colo-
rado had already been in-
creasing in the years before 
the pandemic but then shot 
up when there was a sud-
den shift from in-person 
learning to computer-based 
learning at home and 
schools across the coun-
try navigated how to best 
teach students during an 
evolving global pandemic. 
The sometimes-rocky ex-
perience of Zoom-based 
school led many parents 
to question whether home 
schooling was a better op-
tion for their child.

In fall 2019, there were 
7,880 full-time home-
schooled students in the 
state, according to the Col-
orado Department of Edu-
cation. In fall 2020, that 
number doubled to 15,773. 
It has dropped as more stu-
dents return to traditional 
public school learning, 
but there were still 8,674 
home-schooled students in 
fall 2022, higher than every 
year except one in the 10 
years before the pandemic. 
Colorado’s numbers fit into 
a national trend of years 
when home-school num-
bers rose, followed by a 
pandemic surge.

A census household sur-
vey from 2020 that tried 
to measure the impact of 
COVID-19 on American 
families found that the per-
centage of families in Colo-
rado that home-school their 
children jumped from from 
3.4% in the spring to 8.7% 
in the fall, placing it in the 
middle of states. Nation-
ally, there was a 5.6 per-
centage point increase of 
households that were home 
schooling, according to sur-
vey data.

The increase varies 
across Colorado. Colorado 
Springs School District 11 
saw a nearly 175% increase 
in home-schooled students 
from 2019 to 2022. The 
increase was nearly 100% 
in Pueblo School District 
60, 50% in Cherry Creek 
School District 5 and 30% 
in El Paso County School 
District 49. 

During the same time 
period, other districts saw 
a decrease in full-time 
home-schooled students. 
Summit School District in 
Summit County had a 30% 
decrease and the Thomp-
son School District in Lar-
imer County had a nearly 
70% decrease.

The state does not col-
lect data on the ages, grade 
levels or ethnicity of home-
schooled students, but data 
from some of the largest 
school districts shows that 
in general, most home-
schooled students are in 
early elementary school, 
and the numbers drop off 
the closer the grade is to 
senior year. For example, 
there were 160 home-
schooled first-graders in 
Denver Public Schools 
in 2021. That same year, 
there was just one home-

schooled high school senior, 
according to data provided 
from the district.

Pandemic a ‘turning 
point’ for parents

Steve Craig, the execu-
tive director of the Chris-
tian Home Educators of 
Colorado, said the orga-
nization helps between 
3,000 and 4,000 families 
navigate the process of 
home schooling in Colo-
rado. He said CHEC has 
seen about a 50% increase 
in the number of families 
it works with since the 
start of the pandemic, and 
that number is staying 
steady.

“COVID-19 was certainly 
a turning point for a lot of 
folks. There was a period of 
time where everyone was 
home-schooled in a sort of 
way, and it gave parents an 
opportunity to have more 
control and have more vis-
ibility into their child’s edu-
cation,” he said. “Parents 
learned that they can be 
successful in doing this.” 

Research has generally 
shown that students who 
are home schooled are ad-
equately prepared for col-
lege, though there could be 
a slight disadvantage when 
it comes to math as they 
learn increasingly difficult 
concepts outside of a tradi-
tional classroom.

Home schooling in Colo-
rado is fairly straightfor-
ward and addressed in 
state statute. Parents need 
to submit a letter of intent 
to a school district of their 
choosing at least two weeks 
before they start. They 
are responsible for select-
ing and paying for books, 
supplies, tests and a cur-
riculum, and they need to 
make sure their child is 
getting lessons in reading, 
writing, math, history, civ-
ics, literature, science and 
the U.S. Constitution.

Some parents buy a cur-
riculum that covers every-
thing while others pick and 
choose individual subject 
curricula that make sense 
for their child’s learning 
style and interests. De-
pending on where they 
live, home-school students 
can access enrichment and 
support programs, such as 
a science class with special-
ized lab equipment, offered 
by local school districts. 

Home-schooled students 
take tests every other year 
beginning in third grade 
and submit their results to 
the school district to evalu-
ate their progress.

John Contreraz, the prin-
cipal of the Cherry Creek 
Options Homeschool Pro-
gram in the Cherry Creek 
School District, said he has 
seen a wider range of rea-
sons parents are choosing 
to home-school their chil-
dren.

“Home schooling used to 
have a stereotype with one 
section of our community. 
I don’t think that’s true 
anymore. There’s more di-
versity in the context for 
why people home-school,” 
he said.

Home schooling is com-
monly thought to be a 
practice adopted by con-
servative, often Christian, 
families, who want to avoid 
a perceived liberal bias in 
public schools. Recent re-
search shows that parents 
choose to home school their 
children for reasons includ-
ing a safety concern about 
the school environment, a 
preference for an increase 
in family time, and a desire 
to provide a non-traditional 
education.

Impact on public 
funding 

Students who home-
school full time are not 
eligible for any public 
funding. Neither the fam-
ily that home schools nor 
the associated school dis-
trict receive state fund-
ing, which varies across 
districts. If a student 
interacts with a school 
district for some classes, 
extracurricular activities 
or enrichment programs, 
they are not considered 
full-time home-schooled 
students.

Under the 2023 School 
Finance Act, the base per-
pupil funding was about 
$8,000, meaning that in 

a hypothetical scenario 
where 10 students in a dis-
trict leave a public school 
for home schooling, the 
district would get about 
$80,000 less from the state 
that year.

Flexibility in sched-
ule, learning styles

With increased vis-
ibility into the classroom 
that came with pandemic 
learning, Stephens did not 
like some of the things she 
witnessed in her children’s 
education. One day, as she 
tried to facilitate online 
learning for her two oldest 
children, a teaching assis-
tant publicly chastised her 
son on Zoom for receiving 
help from Stephens on a 
craft project, she said.

“It became a passive ag-
gressive thing every time 
we got on the computer. It 
got to a point where we’re, 
like, making a snake out 
of construction paper. We 
don’t need a Zoom call for 
that,” she said.

It was a minor griev-
ance, but it highlighted 
Stephens’ belief that her 
children would thrive aca-
demically in an environ-
ment with more personal-
ized attention.

“This is me being able to 
push them to their poten-
tial, as opposed to them 
being left behind in a class-
room because maybe they 
don’t understand some-
thing or they aren’t being 
pushed,” she said.

Her daughter, for ex-
ample, has always been a 
strong reader but has now 
accelerated to a high-school 
comprehension level. Her 
son has been able to get a 
grade level ahead in math.

The rise in home school-
ing in Colorado and across 
the country comes dur-
ing a flashpoint in culture 
wars over school curricula 
and lingering tension over 
pandemic vaccine and 
masking requirements for 
children. The conversation 
and politics around how 
topics like race and sex 
should be taught in school 
has intensified since the 
pandemic. The debate has 
spilled into multiple Colo-
rado school board races as 
conservative groups rally 
against the instruction of 
LGBTQ topics, sex educa-
tion and critical race the-
ory — the advanced aca-
demic field that examines 
how racism has shaped 
public policy. Critical race 
theory is not taught in 
Colorado K-12 schools and 
is not part of the academic 
standards.

Parents who home-school 
have control over how, and 
if, their child learns about 
those concepts.

“Those are the ones we 
hear about, the parents 
that are troubled with 
some of the things being 
delivered and kind of forced 
on their kids at school, and 
so they’re looking for a so-
lution to protect their kids 
from values and world-
views they don’t support,” 
Craig said.

“A lot of families really 
embrace home schooling 
because it gives them an 
opportunity to pass along 
their values and worldview 
in a more effective way.”

Jeltema said her decision 
to home-school her three 
daughters was not entirely 
a faith-based decision to 
avoid culturally fraught 
topics, but faith played a 
role.

“I’ve been able to provide 
my daughter with a bibli-
cally based education as 
part of her curriculum. If 
she were in public school, 
we’d be limited to provid-
ing that foundation in the 
fringe time slots available,” 
she said.

Stephens said she doesn’t 
want someone else teach-
ing her children sex educa-
tion, especially her middle 
school-age daughter. That 
belief extends to other is-
sues.

“There’s a lot of stuff out 
there that I don’t think 
schools should be teaching, 
like gender ideology, CRT if 
they ever bring that in. Sci-
ence, literature, English, et 
cetera, are education. The 
rest is what you’re taught 
at home,” she said.
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SCOREBOARD
TUESDAY
Prep girls 
volleyball

Hoehne def. Sar-
gent in four sets 
- scores unavailable

Pagosa Springs 
at Monte Vista - no 
report

Sanford def. San-
gre de Cristo 27-29, 
25-23, 25-17, 25-21

SCHEDULE
THURSDAY
Prep girls 
volleyball

Ignacio at Sar-
gent, 5 p.m.

Alamosa at Fowl-
er, 6 p.m.
College women’s 

soccer
Colorado State 

Pueblo at Adams 
State, 3 p.m.
College women’s 

volleyball
N e w  M e x i c o 

Highlands at Adams 
State (RMAC Power 
Pod), 6 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep football
Sierra Grande at 

Granada, 1 p.m.
Sangre de Cristo 

at Miami-Yoder, 2 
p.m.

Dolores at San-
ford, 6 p.m.

Monte Vista at 
Centauri, 6 p.m.

Sargent at Dove 
Creek, 6 p.m.

Center at Trini-
dad, 7 p.m.

Ignacio at Del 
Norte, 7 p.m.

Woodland Park at 
Alamosa, 7 p.m.

Prep girls 
volleyball

Cotopaxi at An-
tonito, 1 p.m.

Cripple Creek-
Victor at Creede, 
3 p.m.

Sanford vs. Trini-
dad (Rye Invitation-
al), 4 p.m.

Sangre de Cristo, 
South Park at Cen-
ter, 4 p.m.

Sanford at Rye 
(Rye Invitational), 
5:30 p.m.

College men’s 
soccer

Adams State at 
Colorado Mesa, 7 
p.m.

SATURDAY
Prep football
Mountain Valley 

at Antonito, 1 p.m.
Prep cross 

country
Alamosa at Class 

3A State Tourna-
ment (at Norris Pen-
rose Event Center), 
12:20 p.m. (boys), 
1:40 p.m. (girls)

Cent aur i ,  D e l 
Norte, Sargent at 
Class 2A State Tour-
nament (at Norris 
Penrose Event Cen-
ter), 9 a.m. (girls), 
10:20 a.m. (boys)

Prep girls 
gymnastics

Alamosa at Class 
4A Regional Tour-
nament (at Arvada 
West), 10 a.m.

Prep girls 
volleyball

Center at Sierra 
Grande, 11 a.m.

Centauri vs. Clear 
Creek (Buena Vista 
Invitational), noon

Custer County at 
Sangre de Cristo, 
noon

John Mall at Del 
Norte, noon

Centauri vs. Rifle 
(Buena Vista Invita-
tional), 2 p.m.

C e n t a u r i  v s . 
M e e ke r  (B u e na 
Vista Invitational), 
4 p.m.

Centauri vs. Gun-
nison (Buena Vista 
Invitational), 6 p.m.

Monte Vista at 
Mitchell Invitation-
al, TBA

Sanford at Rye 
Invitational, TBA
College football

South Dakota 
Mines at Adams 
State, 1 p.m.
College women’s 

volleyball
Chadron State 

(Neb.) at Adams 
State (RMAC Power 
Pod), 6 p.m.
College women’s 

basketball
Adams State at 

Colorado (exhibi-
tion), 1 p.m.
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High school standings as of Monday
FOOTBALL

CLASS 2A TRI-PEAKS LEAGUE
  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
La Junta  4-0 8-0
Florence  3-1 5-3
Alamosa  3-1 3-5
Woodland Park 2-2 3-5
Lamar  0-4 3-5
Manitou Springs 0-4 3-5

Last week’s scores
Friday

Alamosa 27, Florence 25
La Junta 40, Manitou Springs 14
Woodland Park 49, Lamar 13

This week’s schedule
Friday

La Junta at Florence, 7 p.m.
Manitou Springs at Lamar, 7 p.m.
Woodland Park at Alamosa, 7 p.m.

Regular season ends

CLASS 1A SOUTH CENTRAL LEAGUE
  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Centauri  4-0 6-2
Monte Vista 4-0 6-2
Del Norte  2-2 3-5
Ignacio  2-2 3-5
Center  0-4 0-8
Trinidad  0-4 0-8

Last week’s scores
Friday

Centauri 38, Ignacio 6
Monte Vista 58, Center 6

Saturday
Del Norte 36, Trinidad 0

This week’s schedule
Friday

Monte Vista at Centauri, 6 p.m.
Center at Trinidad, 7 p.m.
Ignacio at Del Norte, 7 p.m.

Regular season ends

8-MAN MOUNTAIN LEAGUE
  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Mancos  4-0 7-1
Dove Creek  2-1 6-2
Sanford  1-2 5-3
Sargent  1-2 4-4
Dolores  0-3 2-6

Last week’s scores
Thursday

Dove Creek 48, Dolores 0
Friday

Mancos 58, Sanford 0
Saturday

Hayden 58, Sargent 14
This week’s schedule

Friday
Dolores at Sanford, 6 p.m.
Norwood at Mancos, 7 p.m.
Sargent at Dove Creek, 7 p.m.

Regular season ends

6-MAN SOUTHWEST LEAGUE
  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Branson/Kim 5-0 7-1
Sierra Grande 3-2 6-2
Primero  3-2 5-3
La Veta  3-2 5-4
Mountain Valley 1-4 3-5

Sangre de Cristo 0-5 3-6
Last week’s scores

Thursday
Branson/Kim 80, La Veta 54

Friday
Primero 80, Mountain Valley 52
Sangre de Cristo 56, Manzanola 20
Open date: Sierra Grande

This week’s schedule
Thursday

Cheraw at Primero, 7 p.m.
Friday

Sierra Grande at Granada, 1 p.m.
Branson/Kim at Cheyenne Wells, 7 p.m.
Sangre de Cristo at Miami-Yoder, 7 p.m.

Saturday
La Veta at Kiowa, 1 p.m.
Mountain Valley at Antonito, 1 p.m.

Regular season ends

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
CLASS 3A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Centauri  7-1 13-5
Alamosa  7-1 15-7
Pagosa Springs 3-5 7-11
Bayfield  3-5 5-14
Montezuma-Cortez 0-8 2-16

CLASS 2A SOUTHERN PEAKS LEAGUE
  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Sargent  6-1 16-5
Buena Vista  5-2 11-7
Del Norte  5-2 9-12
Trinidad  4-3 14-5

Sanford  4-3 10-9
Center  2-5 7-12
Crested Butte 1-6 9-12
Monte Vista 1-6 5-13

CLASS 1A SOUTHERN PEAKS LEAGUE
  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Sangre de Cristo 5-0 12-8
Antonito  4-1 7-13
Creede  2-3 6-11
Sierra Grande 2-3 4-15
Mountain Valley 1-4 3-17
Centennial  1-4 1-13

BOYS SOCCER
CLASS 3A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

  League Overall
Team  W-L-T W-L-T
Bayfield  5-0-1 9-4-1
Pagosa Springs 4-1-1 6-7-2
Alamosa  2-4-0 2-12-0
Montezuma-Cortez 0-6-0 2-11-1

GIRLS SOFTBALL
CLASS 3A TRI-PEAKS LEAGUE

  League Overall
Team  W-L W-L
Wiley  7-1 18-4
Rocky Ford  7-1 16-10
Lamar  6-2 18-9
La Junta  6-2 15-11
Alamosa  4-4 13-10
Woodland Park 3-5 7-16
Dolores Huerta 2-6 7-7
James Irwin 2-6 4-13
Florence  0-8 0-23

Sanford wins tough match against Sangre
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
SANFORD  –  The 

Sanford High School 
volleyball team won in 
four sets when it hosted 
Sangre de Cristo Tuesday 
at Sanford’s gym, but it 
wasn’t an easy win.

The visit ing Lady 
Thunderbirds won a wild 
first set 29-27, but the 
Lady Mustangs swept the 
next three by scores of 25-
23, 25-17 and 25-21.

“We did a great job,” said 
Sanford coach Melissa 
Faucette. “Our bench 
came in to take control and 
help us win that game.”

“We battled,” said 
Sangre coach Jamie 
Bogner. “It’s emotional. 
We did well.”

Sangre scored the first 
two points of the first set, 
but Sanford answered 
with a 6-1 run to take a 
6-3 lead. The teams traded 
side outs before the Lady 
Mustangs scored three 
straight points to push the 
lead to 10-5.

The Lady Thunderbirds 
came back with five 
consecutive points to tie 
the score at 10-10. But 
Sanford had a 10-3 rally 
to go back on top at 20-13.

Sangre scored four 
points in a row to narrow 
the deficit to 20-17. It 
continued the momentum 
and came back to close 
within 23-22.

The Lady Mustangs got 
a kill from Bella Peterson 
for a 24-22 edge, but the 
Lady T-birds tied the score 
at 24-24.

Keylee Anderson put 
Sanford back in front, 
but Sangre scored two 
straight points for a 26-25 
led. The Lady Mustangs 
deadlocked the score at 26-
26, but Palma Enriquez 
scored a kill for a 27-26 
Sangre lead.

Claire Crowther tied 
the score with a kill, but 
Sangre scored the final 
two points with Kylie Smit 

recording the set-winner 
for a 29-27 win.

The Lady Thunderbirds 
scored the first point 
of the second set, but 
Sanford scored the next 
three. Sangre ran off four 
unanswered points to 
regain the lead at 5-3.

The Lady Mustangs tied 
the score at 5-5, but the 
Lady T-birds had a 3-0 
run for an 8-5 edge. The 
teams exchanged side outs 
before Sangre extended 
the advantage to 12-8.

The teams again traded 
side outs until Sanford 
went on a 4-1 run to close 
within 16-15. Sangre 
scored two points in a row, 
but the Lady Mustangs 
scored eight consecutive 
points to regain the lead 

at 23-18.
The Lady Thunderbirds 

scored five of the next six 
points to close within 24-
23, but Anderson slammed 
a kill to give Sanford the 
second set and tie the 
match at one set apiece.

Sangre scored the first 
two points of the third set, 
but Sanford tied the score 
at 2-2. After a brief Lady 
T-bird side out, the Lady 
Mustangs scored two more 
points to take a 4-3 lead.

Sangre regained the 
lead at 6-5, but Sanford got 
the lead back at 7-6. The 
Lady Thunderbirds scored 
three points in a row, but 
the Lady Mustangs went 
on a 5-2 run to take back 
the lead at 12-11.

Sangre scored four 

consecutive points for a 
15-12 edge. But Sanford 
scored five straight points 
to take a 17-15 lead.

After a brief Lady 
T-bird side out, the Lady 
Mustangs scored seven 
unanswered points for a 
24-16 advantage. Sangre 
had another side out, but 
Riley Willett slammed a 
kill to give the set to the 
Lady Mustangs by a score 
of 25-17.

Sangre opened the fourth 
set by scoring the first four 
points. Sanford answered 
with a 6-0 run, but the 
Lady Thunderbirds tied 
the score at 6-6.

The Lady Mustangs 
then had a 6-2 run to 
take a 12-8 lead. Sangre 
closed the deficit to 12-11, 

but Sanford scored three 
points in a row for a 15-11 
advantage.

The Lady T-birds closed 
to within 15-13, however, 
the Lady Mustangs went 
on an 8-2 run to increase 
their lead to 23-15.

Sangre made one last 
run as they closed to within 
24-21. But Crowther’s kill 
proved to be the match-
winner.

Avery Koenig led the 
Sanford offense with 42 
assists and Makynlee 
Faucette had six. Anderson 
led the hitting game 
with 18 kills, followed by 
Crowther with 16, Willett 
with nine and Shasta 
Bond with eight.

Koenig and Ava Jarvies 
led Sanford in service 
aces with two apiece. 
Brooklynn Reynolds, 
Anderson, Bond, Peterson 
and Crowther each had 
one.

Presley Wilson had 14 
assists to lead Sangre 
and Bella Rodriguez had 
10. Idahlia Garcia led in 
kills with nine, followed 
by Wilson with eight, 
Enriquez with eight, and 
Smit with seven.

Enriquez led in aces 
with three and Hallie 
Henry had two.

Sanford (11-9, 4-3 
2A SPL) will close out 
the regular season this 
coming weekend at the 
Rye Invitational.

“We play Trinidad 
and Rye on Friday, and 
we’ll wait for seeding for 
regionals next week,” 
Faucette said. “We’re 
hoping that we’re in the 
26-30 mix. It with be great 
if we can hold the RPI.”

Sangre de Cristo (12-9, 
5-0 1A SPL) will conclude 
the regular season by 
hosting Custer County on 
Saturday.

“We’re excited to see 
what they’ll do,” Bogner 
said. “We’ve gotten so 
much better. We’ll fight 
through it.”

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Sanford High School’s Riley Willett (13) blocks Sangre de Cristo’s Idahlia 
Garcia’s (18) shot in Tuesday’s matchat the Sanford gym. The Lady Mustangs 
defeated the Lady Thunderbirds in four sets.
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Lifestyle

Thursday, October 26

Women’s Soccer vs Colorado State 

University Pueblo at Alamosa, Colo.

 3:00 p.m. 

Women’s Volleyball vs New Mexico 

Highlands University at Alamosa, Colo.

6:00 p.m.

Friday, October 27

Women’s Volleyball vs New Mexico 

Highlands vs Chadron State at Alamosa, 

Colo.

6:00 p.m.

Men’s Soccer at Colorado Mesa 

University at Grand Junction, Colo.

 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, October 28

Football vs South Dakota Mines at 

Alamosa, Colo.

 1:00 p.m. 

Women’s Basketball at University of 

Colorado at Boulder, Colo.

1:00 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball vs Chadron State 

College at Alamosa, Colo.

6:00 p.m.
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Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Scarecrow Bash displays, like this one at Del Norte Bank, can be seen all over Del 
Norte. The community can vote online for their favorites in both residential and busi-
ness categories until Oct. 28.

Del Norte Chamber’s 
Scarecrow Bash 

hitting town
By LYNDSIE 

FERRELL
DEL NORTE — Dis-

plays of pumpkins, skel-
etons and scarecrows of 
all shapes and sizes are 
hitting the streets in Del 
Norte for the annual Del 
Norte Chamber of Com-
merce Scarecrow Bash 
and now is the perfect 
time to take a drive or 
walk through town to 
vote for any one of the 
displays.

The chamber began 
this event several years 
ago to spruce up town 
for the fall season and 
promote different busi-
ness and community in-
volvement. The event has 
grown the last two years 
and has become an antici-
pated event for visitors 
and residents alike. 

Each contestant par-
ticipating in the event 
receives bragging rights 
for the next year and a 
chance to help brighten 
the streets of Del Norte. 
The event is a great way 
to celebrate the end of 
summer and beginning of 
the chilly winter months 
in the Valley.

Through the next 
week, the chamber will 
be highlighting each par-
ticipating display on their 
Facebook Page under Del 
Norte Chamber of Com-
merce and people are en-
couraged to vote for their 
favorite. There are two 
categories to vote for, fa-
vorite business display 
and favorite residential 
display! To vote, please 
visit the chamber’s Face-
book page or by going to 

www.delnortechamberof-
commerce.wildapricot.
org.

The Scarecrow Bash 
ends Oct. 28 and winners 
will be announced shortly 
after. 

Next up for the cham-
ber is the annual Parade 
of Lights held on Dec. 
15 this year. Though the 
event is a ways off, the 
chamber is seeking fire-
work donations now to 
make the night even bet-
ter. The event will feature 
business open houses, a 
presentation at the Rio 
Grande County Museum 
on the infamous “Christ-
mas Camp, John C. Fre-
mont’s Fatal Fourth Ex-
pedition,” several chances 
to enjoy warm beverages, 
bonfires, and a chance to 
meet Santa.

Follow us on 
Facebook  & 
Instagram - 

Alamosa 
Valley Courier
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Public Notices

173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

099 - 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

109 - HEALTH & 

WELLNESS

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 953-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On July 31, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Leonard Snow and Holly Snow
Original Beneficiary(ies)
San Luis Valley Federal Bank
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
San Luis Valley Federal Bank
Date of Deed of Trust
May 24, 2018
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
May 25, 2018
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
369995 
Original Principal Amount
$176,000.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$167,843.76
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay the installments of principal and interest due April 1, 2023, 
through July 1, 2023.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
Lot 7 of the Four D’s Subdivision, the Plat of which was filed February 
11, 1971, under Reception No. 167134 in the office of the Clerk and 
Recorder, County of Alamosa, State of Colorado.  Together with all 
water and water rigts, ditches and ditch rights, wells and well rights, 
and rights of way appurtenant thereto.
Also known by street and number as: 5597 County Road 9.6 South, 
Alamosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 11/29/2023, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 10/4/2023
Last Publication 11/1/2023
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 07/31/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Jeffrey E. Motz #35972
Paul E. Motz #7740
Motz Law Firm, LLC P.O. Box 779,  Alamosa, CO 81101 (719) 589-
6676
Attorney File # 369995
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3584.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 4, 11, 18, 25, & November 
1, 2023.

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 950-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On April 18, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Seth Hollendoner and Jordan Webster and Maddison Leiker and 
Richard Rice
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Charles Barone
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
Stephen J. Cole-Hatchard
Date of Deed of Trust
May 31, 2016
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
June 13, 2016
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
363263 
Original Principal Amount
$57,600.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$53,979.92
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay the monthly installments of principal and interest from May 1, 
2017, through May 1, 2018, and the final payment due June 1, 2018.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
The NW1/4NW1/4 and the NE1/4NW1/4 of Section 5, Township 38 
North, Range 11 East of the N.M.P.M.
Also known by street and number as: Circle DJ Ranch, Parcels Num-
bered 32 and 33, Alamosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 11/29/2023, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 10/4/2023
Last Publication 11/1/2023
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 04/18/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Jeffrey E. Motz #35972
Paul E. Motz #7740
Motz Law Firm, LLC P.O. Box 779,  Alamosa, CO 81101 (719) 589-
6676
Attorney File # 
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3585.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 4, 11, 18, 25, & November 
1, 2023.

Notice of Request for Proposal for Ditch Cleaning and Mainte-
nance  

Subdistrict No. 5 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
seeking proposals from qualified equipment owners and operators 
to clean and maintain the channel along approximately 4,600 feet of 
irrigation ditches in Saguache County.  The contractor will be respon-
sible for supplying the equipment needed for the channel cleaning 
and will also be responsible for complying with existing regulations. 
In your response please include your qualifications to conduct this 
type of work, a cost estimate for completing the work and a timeline 
for completing the project.  For further questions, including arranging 
a site visit or to obtain a map, please contact Chris Ivers at 719-589-
6301 or chris@rgwcd.org. Proposals will be accepted through Octo-
ber 25th, 2023, and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 
Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@
rgwcd.org. 
No. 3604.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 
24, & 25, 2023.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES & HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

Our organization is accepting competitive proposals for 12 self-help 
homes in Monte Vista: In the Tierra del Sol Subdivision.  We invite 
All contractors/sub-contractors to submit their proposal to CRHDC.  
Suppliers are welcome to submit proposals as well.  
Lumber mat’l & trusses
Interior and exterior paint package
Engineering work
Concrete-Excavation/ footer, stem wall  
Concrete - Flatwork
Roof framing only
Wall Framing(Interior & Exterior)
Metal Roofing, Facia and all Trim
Fencing, materials and installation
Electrical
Plumbing & heating–knowledge of E-star requirements
Drywall
Carpet, pad & installation
Carpet, pad & Sheet Vinyl
Cabinets, countertops & installation
Garage door & installation
Spray Foam insulation
Blower Door Testing
Gutters & installation
Sub-contractors or suppliers may obtain specifications & proposal 
packets during business hours 7:00 am to 3:00 pm @ 1016 West 
Avenue, Alamosa, CO
Deadline for bids is November 1, 2023 by 4:00 pm.
CRHDC reserves the right to accept and/or reject any or all proposals 
and waive all formalities.
No. 3612.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 
27, 28 & 31, 2023.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the following individuals are indebted to 
Alamosa Storage for past due rent. Auction will be conducted pursu-
ant to 38-21.5-103 (1)(c)(III) thru 36-21.5-103 (e)(j). Auction will be 
conducted online with selfstorageauction.com starting November 6, 
2023. Alamosa Storage reserves the right to bid on any unit. Sale of 
a unit is subject to cancellation in the event of a settlement between 
landlord and obligated party.
Erica Andrews #29 10x20x8 Miscellaneous items
Keith Rios #C3 8x20x8 Kitchen table, mattress, box spring, beds 
frames, bikes, smoker, etc.
Peter Authelet #C14 8x10 Car seats, sinks, barrels, crates, tile, other 
miscellaneous items
Peter Authelet #C19 8x10 tile, miscellaneous items
Abigayle Farmer #B22 8x10 Aquarium tanks, freezer, mini fridge, and 
table
Tim Lopez #4 5x10 Miscellaneous items 
Tim Lopez #77 10x10x8 Miscellaneous items
Tim Lopez #B16 8x10 clothes, boxes of miscellaneous items, bike
Jennifer Montoya #B29 8x10 Construction tools
No. 3628.
Published in the Valley Courier October 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 
November 1, 3, & 4,  2023.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
The SAN LUIS VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT
will hold their annual meeting on Wednesday, November 8, 2023
at 1:00 PM in the 
Ski Hi Conference Center
(East End of Building)
Refreshments will be Provided
Please plan to attend!
No. 3639.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 25, 2023.

NOTICE OF ELECTION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and particularly to the electors of 
the San Luis Valley Irrigation District in Alamosa, Rio Grande and 
Saguache Counties, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on Tuesday, 
the 5th day of December, 2023, between the hours of 8:00 o’clock 
a.m. and 6:00 o’clock p.m.  At that time, one (1) Director for Division 
III will be elected to serve one (1) 3-year term.
Nomination petitions are available from:
Amy S. Dean, District Secretary
296 Miles Street
Center, Colorado 81125
amy@slvid.org
Nomination petitions must be filed no later than Friday, the 3rd day 
of November, 2023, and no earlier than Friday, October 27, 2023.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications for absent voter’s 
ballots may be filed with the Secretary of the District at the above 
address not earlier than forty-five days (Friday, the 20th day of Oc-
tober, 2023) before the election, not later than 4:00 o’clock p.m. on 
the Friday immediately preceding the election (Friday, the 1st of De-
cember, 2023).
San Luis Valley Irrigation District         
By s/s Amy S. Dean                
No. 3640.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 25, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

I NJ U RY R E COV-
ERY: VICKI uses the 
gently touch of Cra-
niosacral Therapy and 
neural manipulation to 
treat the whole body to 
restore balance in your 
bones, joints, nervous 
system, and organs for 
longer lasting recovery. 
Vicki Ariatti 720-216-
7533. (10/31/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(10/27/23-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of FINANCE DI-
RECTOR. The Finance 
Director has direct re-
sponsibility and super-
vision of all aspects of 
the Finance Department 
which includes fund 
accounting, financial 
reporting, payroll, ac-
counts payable, accounts 
receivable, pension and 
retirement accounting, 
revenue col lect ions, 
purchasing, auditing, 
budgeting, preparation 
of the Annual Finance 
Report, and monitors the 
financial position of the 
municipality. Five (5) 
years progressively re-
sponsible experience in 
Accounting and Finance 
and a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Accounting, Public or 
Business Administra-
tion with an emphasis 
in accounting, financial 
management or a relat-
ed field is required. An 
equivalent combination 
of education and experi-
ence may be considered.  
This is full time employ-
ment. The salary range 
is  $70,000 -$75,000 
DOE, plus full benefits. 
To apply please visit: 
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or applica-
tions can be picked up at 
City Hall, 95 W. 1st Ave 
Monte Vista, CO 81144. 
Please provide updated 
resume with application. 
Position will remain 
open until filled, first re-
view November 9, 2023. 
EEO ADA. (11/14/23)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SERVICES is a 
rapidly growing con-
s t r uc t ion  c ompa ny 
seeking an ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT. This full-time 
position requires out-
standing personal skills, 
organization, and gen-
eral computer appli-
cation skills focusing 
on MS Office and the 
Google work environ-
ment. Salary will be 
commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SERVICES is a 
rapidly growing con-
struction company want-
ing an additional team 
member to work as a 
full-time MECHANIC 
located in ANTONITO, 
Colorado. This posi-
tion requires a work-
ing knowledge of re-
pairing heavy equip-
ment, trucks and most 
vehicles. Salary will 
be commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

AU T O  T E C H N I -
CIAN:  HIRING BO-
NUS. Competitive wag-
es. Health, dental, 401k, 
PTO and paid holidays. 
Monday-Friday. Pick up 
application at AUTO-
MOTIVE CONCEPTS 
in ALAMOSA or email 
resume to info@auto-
concepts.us (11/3/23)

LUBE TECH/GEN-
E R A L  S E RV IC E: 
HIRING BONUS. Com-
petitive wages. Health, 
dental, 401k, PTO and 
paid holidays. Monday-
Friday. Pick up applica-
tion at AUTOMOTIVE 
CONCEPTS in ALA-
MOSA or email resume 
to info@autoconcepts.us 
(11/3/23)

S LV  R E G I O N A L 
LA N DF I LL i s  ac -
cepting applications 
for a full-time EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Benefits include 100% 
Paid Employee Only 
Health, Dental & Vision 
Insurance, Sick/Vaca-
tion Leave, Retirement 
Match. Applications & 
Job Description can be 
picked up at the SLV 
Landfill office or visit 
our website http://slv-
landfill.com for more 
information. Starting 
wage $17.00 per hour 
depending on experi-
enc e.  Appl ica t ions 
will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
For  more  i n for ma-
tion, contact Leonard 
Brown (719)-852-3810 
or lbrown@slvlandfill.
com  (11/11/23)

H E L P  WA N T E D : 
COOK & WAITRESS 
(will train) at the Wagon 
Wheel in LA JARA. 
Contact Margie, 719-
274-5965. (11/1/23)

R ED H I LL LAVA 
PRODUCTS is looking 
for a LABOR/MAIN-
TENANCE PERSON. 
Please ca l l  Jon Ar-
menta at 719-480-9595. 
(11/10/23)

4

$24.00
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED
221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

 

CDOT IS LOOKING 
fo r  T E M P O R A RY 
HIGHWAY MAINTE-
NANCE SPECIALISTS 
for Monarch Pass for the 
winter season. Positions 
would be 40 hours/week 
with the opportunity for 
overtime. Pay is $24.44/
hour. This position will 
receive per diem and 
CDOT will arrange for 
employee to stay in a 
hotel for their scheduled 
working days. If inter-
ested, apply at https://
bit. ly/wolfcreekpass 
(11/10/23)

ANTONITO HOUS-
ING AUTHORITY IS 
accepting applications 
for OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT. Applications 
can be picked up at 526 
River St., ANTONITO. 
(10/28/23)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
GIRLS HEAD BAS-
K ETBA LL COACH 
(AHS). Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosa.
k12.co.us/  For more in-
formation, contact Tracy 
Vigil at 719-587-1600. 
Application deadline 
is until f illed. EOE. 
(10/28/23)

N E E D E D  PA R T-
TIME PERSONAL 
CARE PROVIDER in 
ANTONITO. A must: 
dependable, trustworthy, 
and loving individual for 
a female who can ex-
ecute transfers and other 
duties. Interested call 
719-376-2348 or 719-
588-9430. (10/27/23)

WA NTED LOCA L 
DRIVER WITH CDL 
license to HAUL HAY. 
Driving experienced 
preferred. Must have 
clean MVR, drug testing 
required, off weekends 
& holidays. If interest-
ed, call 719-843-5446. 
(11/7/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
CUSTODIAN. Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at  www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (11/4/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applications 
for a full-time MAIN-
TENANCE WORKER. 
Applicants must have 
experience operating 
heavy equipment such 
as backhoes and tractors 
and lawn equipment, as 
well as knowledge of 
general maintenance 
repairs, street repairs, 
weed control, mosquito 
spraying and under-
standing or willingness 
to gain knowledge of 
water and sewer opera-
tions. Applications may 
be picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. For 
more information call 
719-274-5363. (11/3/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applications 
for POLICE OFFICER. 
Must be currently Colo-
rado POST certified; 
willing to submit to 
background and crimi-
nal history checks as 
well as a psychological 
test. Salary ranges from 
$43,000.00 to $45,000 
depending on experi-
ence. The Town of La 
Jara offers an excellent 
benefit package that in-
cludes vision, dental and 
medical insurance, PTO 
and paid holidays. Ap-
plications may be picked 
up at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway. (11/3/23)

UNABLE TO DRIVE. 
NEED TRANSPOR-
TATION biweekly for 
shopping. Live 2 miles 
from Splashland. Text 
719-480-1990, Robert 
will return call. Prefer 
senior citizen, retired 
individual. (11/1/23)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is cur rently accept-
ing applications for (1) 
MANASSA ELEMEN-
TARY PHYSICAL ED-
UCATION TEACHER, 
start date of November 
6, 2023. Applicants must 
hold a current Colorado 
Teaching License or the 
ability to obtain one. Ap-
plications are available 
at the Administration 
office, 17887 US Hwy 
285, La Jara, CO 81140 
or can be downloaded at 
www.northconejos.com.  
Application deadline is 
until position is filled. 
Subm it  appl ica t ion 
to Mr. Darren Edgar, 
Superintendent. EOE. 
(11/1/23)

W O R K I N G  T O -
GETHER FAMILY 
ADVOCATE- LA PU-
ENTE seeks a moti-
vated, qualified person 
to improve parent/child 
education, increase fam-
ily self-sufficiency and 
build community part-
nerships. We will train 
the candidate with the 
best written and oral 
communication skills. 
Join our staff of dedi-
cated professionals and 
learn the joys and satis-
faction of serving others. 
Send resume/work refer-
ences to hr@lapuente.
net . (10/31/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High School 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
COACH. Applications 
can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (10/31/23)

NOW HIRING EXPE-
RIENCED PLUMBER. 
Looking for a hardwork-
ing, drug-free, depend-
able induvial with a 
clean driving record. 
Journeyman’s license 
a plus. Please call 719-
379-2770. (10/25/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass a 
background check, be 
able to work indepen-
dently, and be a forward-
thinking individual with 
an overal l team ap-
proach to all tasks at 
hand.  Applicant must 
also be able to work in 
all weather conditions 
(snow removal/general 
landscaping).  If inter-
ested, please contact 
Demo Trujillo, 719-657-
4040 x4007, dtrujillo@
urtigers.co.  Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co. (11/10/23)

COSTILLA COUN-
TY IS SEEKING a 
CASEWORKER for 
the DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES. 
Annual Salary DOQ.  
Duties include: Intake 
and/or ongoing social 
casework services to 
families/adults, per-
forming assessments, 
counseling, and crisis 
intervention. Investi-
gate abuse, neglect and 
other forms of maltreat-
ment of children and 
adults. Bachelor’s De-
gree required. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Costilla County 
Department of Social 
Services and returned at 
Costilla DSS, Attention 
Jackie Vigil, 233 Main 
Street, San Luis Colora-
do, 81152. Inquires call 
(719) 672-3481. EOE. 
(10/25/23)

WANTED RELIEF 
DRIVER hauling US 
Mail. 1-2 days a week, 
$25 hour. 719-850-9866. 
(11/1/23)
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410 -
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345 -

WOOD

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

415 -  HOMES

 FOR SALE

221 - 
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701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

307 - 
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601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

525 - 

GUNS
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SUPPLIES
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FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

362 - HOME

FURNISHINGS

SOUTHERN COL-
O R A D O  FA R M S 
(CENTER, CO) is hir-
ing an OFFICE MAN-
AGER/ACCOUNTING 
LIAISON. Full-time. 
Applicants must have 
accounting degree/ex-
perience or equivalent. 
Major responsibilities 
include preparation of 
financial reports for 
analysis, data manage-
ment of crop costs, in-
ventory management, 
and administrative du-
ties. Annual salary is 
$45k-$50k DOE. Send 
resume to emartinez@
southerncoloradofarms.
com. (10/25/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School  Yea r. 
Qualifications; Must 
hold a valid State of 
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense or such alterna-
tive as the Board of 
Education may find 
appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(11/4/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE is 
hiring a DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR. 
Ful l-t ime/par t-t ime 
TBD. Position can be 
mostly remote. Major 
responsibilities include 
creating a development 
strategy, writing grant 
applications, working 
with donors, and build-
ing a fundraising plan. 
Salary $34.37-$39.78/
hr. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning 
10/20/2023. Visit al-
pineachievers.org for 
position description and 
instructions. (10/31/23)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS NEED-
ED at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT in DEL 
NORTE!  Call or email:  
Sophia at 719-657-
4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more 
information, go on-line:  
urtigers.co, or stop by 
the district office at:  
950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO to pick up an 
application. You do not 
have to hold a college 
degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school graduate 
and have a substitute 
license from CDE (Col-
orado Department of 
Education). (10/27/23)

U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT has re -
ceived a grant for a 
f u l l - t i m e  J R . /SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL COUN-
SELOR - for the next 3 
years, starting in the 2033-
2024 school year. Appli-
cants must have a Master’s 
Degree or higher and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
an appropriate Colorado 
school counselor license. 
Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DEL NORTE Jr./Sr. High 
Pr incipal at ahardy@
ur tigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications for cer-
tified staff positions can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (10/27/23)

INSTRUCTIONAL 
COACH NEEDED 
at DEL NORTE JR/
SR HIGH SCHOOL. 
Candidate should be 
proficient in all areas 
of teaching and learn-
ing with an emphasis 
on professional prac-
tice and the teaching 
and learning cycle. The 
coach will be respon-
sible for consulting with 
and supporting the in-
structional teaching 
staff in using resources 
that impact student 
learning. The coach 
will provide support 
and professional learn-
ing to instructional staff 
as needed. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and 
possess or be able to ob-
tain a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co. (10/27/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P-
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d iploma and some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
exper ience.  Please 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
(11/8/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS I N I T I AT I V E 
is hiring a part-time 
RECRUITMENT CO-
ORDINATOR. Posi-
tion will be f lexible 
25 hours/week, mostly 
remote, busiest Jan-
uary-April. Primary 
functions will be re-
cruiting AmeriCorps 
service members. See 
full job description and 
application instructions 
at alpineachievers.org. 
(10/25/23)

INTERVENTION-
IST NEEDED AT 
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL.  
We are seeking a hard-
working and enthusias-
tic teaching profession-
al to join our dynamic, 
vibrant and fun-loving 
team. Applicants must 
have a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to:  Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Appli-
cations can be picked 
up at the District Office 
or online at: urtigers.co. 
(10/27/23)

WA N T ED EX PE -
RIENCED PRESS-
MAN. Must be reliable, 
flexible, and depend-
able. Apply in person, 
2205 State Street, AL-
AMOSA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repairs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VALLEY 
COURIER. Contact 
Kei t h  a t  719 -589 -
2553. (2/26-TFN)

SPRINKLER RE -
PAIR & INSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(10/27/23-monthly)

USED WASHER & 
DRYER, great condi-
tion, $500/obo. Call 
719-589-6254 or 719-
589-3134. (11/1/23)

HORSE & COW HAY: 
GRASS, GRASS/AL-
FALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(11/1/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(11/24/23)

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23)

I NEED A supply of 
ASPEN LOGS to be 
D E L I V E R E D  T O 
GUFFEY, Colorado. 
Up to 500-1,000 cords, 
cut to 16-20’ lengths, 
l imbed, self-loader. 
Call Chuck Rinkor 719-
689-0586 with price 
and any quest ions. 
(11/1/23)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

BRAND NEW, STILL 
in box, SPEED WALK-
E R  a n d  W H E E L -
CHAIR. Sold only as 
pair. $600, 719-647-
0483. (10/31/23)

AVON STEIN COL-
LECTION: $25. 719-
852-8879. (10/25/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

BEAUTIFUL GOLD-
E N  OA K  H E A D 
BOARD: 64”Wx48”H, 
$50. Cal l 719-256-
4058 or 719-429-9900. 
(10/28/23)

P U P P Y  N E E D S 
GOOD HOME:  Blue 
Merle Australian Shep-
herd mother and Border 
Collie dad. 10 weeks 
old, had f i rst shot. 
Very playful. Home 
check necessary. Please 
ca l l  719-580 - 4014. 
(10/27/23)

FEMALE GREAT 
PYRENEES looking 
for a NEW HOME. 
G o o d  d i sp os i t ion, 
friendly. 719-992-1110. 
(10/27/23)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E (s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(10/31/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will be 
having an AUCTION 
f o r  A R T I F I C I A L 
TURF on Saturday, Oc-
tober 28, 2023 at 11:00 
a.m. at Ortega Middle 
School north of the 
Baseball Fields. There 
will be 64 Artificial 
Turf Rolls ranging from 
18-30 inches in diam-
eter, as well as artificial 
Turf Scraps - Various 
sizes. Purchased turf 
must be removed the 
day of sale. (10/28/23)

40 TO 80 acre parcels 
or more, HOUSE RE-
CENTLY REMOD-
ELED,  2  m i les  of 
frontage on Hwy. 285. 
Excellent place for an 
RV Park. 719-850-1897. 
(10/25/23)

40 TO 80 ACRE PAR-
CELS or MORE, house 
recently remodeled, 2 
miles of frontage on 
Hw y.  2 85.  E xc e l -
lent place for an RV 
Park. 719-850-1897. 
(10/25/23)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

1 BEDROOM & 2 
BEDROOM apartment 
for rent in ALAMOSA, 
$560. Call 720-202-
9734. (11/3/23)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

4BR /2BA HOUSE 
FOR rent, NEAR ALA-
MOSA-HS, park, shop-
ping, hospital. $1,450/
monthl+utilities+deposit, 
no smoking, application 
required. 719-588-8828. 
(11/17/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N  T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

720 - HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23)
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GARFIELD
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THE BORN LOSER
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BIG NATE
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 DEAR ABBY: I am a 
man in my 50s. A few 
months ago, I had a 
routine doctor’s appoint-
ment, with a new primary 
care physician. I intended 
the appointment to be a 
complete, regular physi-
cal. I don’t (thankfully) 
have any major physical 
health issues that I know 
of. But I was always 
taught it is wise to have 
periodic physical exams, 
in case there is a less 
obvious medical issue, as 
well as get to know one’s 
doctor. 

 I went for the physical 
exam. I was not asked to 
undress as I have been 
with all my previous doc-
tors. The doctor seemed 
nice, but I found it strange 
that I wasn’t examined 
physically. I find it hard to 
understand how a doctor 
could properly examine 
me without me undress-
ing. The doctor should be 
used to seeing bodies, and 
I cannot understand why 
the doctor or staff were 
reluctant to ask me to 
undress. 

 I found this all very 
confusing. Perhaps there 
was some miscommuni-
cation? I don’t know if this 
is unusual, temporary 
or a new normal that I 
haven’t heard about. Next 
time, should I be more 
clear about wanting to 
be examined thoroughly, 

or should I change doc-
tors? -- COVERED UP 
IN VIRGINIA

 DEA R COVERED 
UP: Contact the doctor, 
explain that in the past 
you have always had a 
complete physical which 
involved you disrobing 
and ask why it didn’t hap-
pen during your last visit. 
If the answer you receive 
is unsatisfactory, change 
doctors.

 DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band and I have been 
married nine years. We 
are active in our church. 
I am very involved with 
our women’s ministry, but 
my husband has an issue 
with our leader, “Nedra.” 
Nedra has bad-mouthed 
my husband to my face. 
I went to my pastor with 
the issue, and I am, basi-
cally, waiting on God to 
fix it. 

 Our WM team meets 
multiple times a week, 
which means I leave my 
husband home alone for 
dinner on those nights. 
(I always make sure he 
has dinner when I’m not 
home.) Our meetings can 
go on for an hour and a 
half to two hours, and my 
husband is always upset 
when I get home from 
them. 

 I don’t know what to 
do. He’s not upset that I’m 
going to the meetings; he’s 
upset at how long they last. 

Nedra doesn’t like him, 
and he doesn’t like her, 
especially since he knows 
what she said about him. 
I feel stuck in the middle. 
What do I do? -- LADY OF 
FAITH IN TEXAS

 DEAR LADY: If these 
meetings occur more than 
twice a week, your hus-
band may have a point. 
Whether he and Nedra 
like each other is beside 
the point, unless what 
he resents is that you are 
with that “witch.” He may 
feel it encroaches on time 
you should be spending 
together. It’s time you 
and your husband have a 
calm discussion about the 
frequency and length of 
those meetings so an ac-
ceptable compromise can 
be reached. Start now.

Result of doctor visit is 
a case of confusion
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Lifestyle

210 North Broadway 
Monte Vista, CO 81144

mysisterspantryss.com
mysisterspantry.ss@gmail.com
/mysisterspantryspicesseasonings

@mysisterspantryllc

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

MEMBER

2225 Main Street

Alamosa

www.alamosastatebank.com Ph. 589-2564

CELEBRATING 116 YEARS!

Our Youth Are Our Future!

Approximately 60 people attended the Recreation 
Economy for Rural Communities (RERC) kickoff meeting 
— Create Connect Recreate — on Wednesday, Oct. 18, in 
Monte Vista.

RERC receives more input for improvement, change during meeting
By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Ap-

proximately 60 people 
attended the Recreation 
Economy for Rural Com-
munities (RERC) kickoff 
meeting — Create Connect 
Recreate — on Wednes-
day, Oct. 18 at the Outcalt 
Event and Conference at 
SLV Ski Hi Complex in 
Monte Vista.

The meeting was orga-
nized by the City of Monte 
Vista, the RERC steering 
committee and the San 
Luis Valley Great Out-
doors (SLV GO!).

City Manager GiGi Den-
nis was present, along 
with other city staff. Mick 
Daniel of San Luis Valley 
Great Outdoors was pres-
ent along with many com-
munity members who at-
tended as well. 

The meeting’s purpose 
was to inform the public 
about the RERC action 
plan and to discuss other 
items the community may 
bring to the table related to 
the plan. 

The action plan encour-
ages economic develop-
ment in the City of Monte 
Vista. At the end of 2021, 
SLV GO! applied for and in 
2022 received an Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) grant. Only 25 ru-
ral communities across the 
country were awarded the 
grant. 

The RERC grant helped 
form the action plan by 
bringing stakeholders and 
the community together 
for meetings. From these 
meetings, the action plan 
was formed and recently 
approved by the Monte Vis-
ta City Council. 

In February of this year, 
a large 3-day RERC meet-
ing was held to bring to-
gether ideas and strategies 
for the action plan for the 
town. Federal partners at-
tended the meeting and 
workshops, sharing ideas 
and networking strategies 
on what the RERC plan 
would need to succeed in 
Monte Vista. 

SLV GO! Executive Di-
rector Mick Daniel on 
Wednesday said they were 
going to present the plan 
and seek feedback.

“We are here to talk about 
the RERC Action Plan,” he 
said to the group. “Even if 
you all disagree with it, we 
ask that you just listen to it. 
We are going to talk about 
what community members 
and other members came 
to talk about back in Feb-
ruary. We also want to get 
feedback from the commu-
nity now and get new ideas 
from all of you on the plan. 
Some of these ideas might 
be new to you. If you have 
any questions please ask, 
that’s what this is all about. 
The steering committee re-
ally helped with all of this. 
We want to thank them.” 

Monte Vista City Manag-
er GiGi Dennis then spoke 
about what is possible 
when people work togeth-
er. She spotlighted some 
successful community proj-
ects of diverse sizes.

“We want to talk about a 
few of the community suc-
cesses that have already 
happened,” she said. “You 
will see in the slides up 
here the skate park. The 
skate park is 10 years old, 
but it came about because 
the people in Monte Vista 
stood up and said we want 
this, we need this for our 
kids. With state and local 
funding and lots of volun-
teers, they put together a 
plan and built that beauti-
ful skate park out there.”

Dennis also spoke of 
the mini libraries that 
were installed this year at 
Sanchez, Chapman, and 
Marsh parks, with the help 
of funding from the LOR 
Foundation. She explained 
that the libraries were 
added to honor community 
member Mike Blenden’s 
wife who passed away and 
was an avid reader and be-
loved community member.

Dennis also spoke about 
the success of the Outcalt 
Center at Ski Hi noting, 

“This was also a vision 
here. It all began with a vi-
sion and that’s how it start-
ed, that is how everything 
starts.”

Dennis then transitioned 
to the RERC’s domino ef-
fect.

“What the RERC has 
brought us,” Dennis said. 
“A beautiful lady with the 
US Forest Service said I 
think you guys should ap-
ply for a grant called Ur-
ban Forestry. So, we ap-
plied for it. We asked for a 
million dollars. What the 
grant does is it takes an 
inventory of all our trees; 
it will allow us to trim up 
and cut down and put in a 
little bit of irrigation. We 
will be planting 500 trees 
in the city, 100 trees for 5 
consecutive years. This is 
just a part of it all.”

A video was also shown 
at the meeting of many city 
staff and local non-profit 
and revitalization organi-
zations, speaking about the 
RERC action plan. 

Next, everyone was di-
vided into groups. Each 
group covered one of the 
five goals of the RERC ac-
tion plan.

Goal 1 — supporting eq-
uitable access to trails and 
other outdoor recreation-
al assets by overcoming 
transportation and other 
barriers.

Goal 2 — supporting 
pathways and trails for the 
community.

Goal 3 — increasing 
downtown amenities and 
vibrancy.

Goal 4 — helping local 
entrepreneurs, artisans, 
businesses, and residents 
capitalize on outdoor recre-
ation in the region.

Goal 5 — cultivating a 
shared ethic of stewardship 
and conservation of natural 
resources, to protect land, 
water, and wildlife. 

People were asked to 
share ideas regarding the 
goals and ways in which 
they felt they could capital-
ize on the goals and make 
them a reality. 

After the meeting, Dan-
iel said he was excited with 
the turnout and energy.

“I think it went really 
well,” Daniel said. “I was 
excited to see all the people 
here. I think RERC, to be 
honest, I am just blown 
away by the progress that’s 
already been made. The 
councilors adopted a plan, 
like that’s amazing and 
some incredible progress 
in just 6 months. I forgot 
to mention that we just got 
another $10,000 from the 
outdoor recreation round 
table for goal one here. I am 
excited to see people get in-
terested and involved in all 
of this with their communi-
ty; that’s what this is really 
all about. Hopefully, these 
really cool projects come 
out here in and for Monte 
Vista; they will make a big 
difference in the commu-
nity.”

Photo by Marie Mccolm

San Luis Valley Great Outdoors (SLV GO!) Executive Di-
rector Mick Daniel speaks during the Rural Communi-
ties (RERC) kickoff meeting — Create Connect Recreate 
— on Wednesday, Oct. 18, in Monte Vista.
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131  Market  St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2492

THANK YOU  
San Luis Valley for voting us 

BEST GROCERY STORE
& BEST PHARMACY

6 1 3  M a i n  S t r e e t  •  A l a m o s a  •  ( 7 1 9 )  9 3 7 - 2 0 9 8

Best 
Pizza

T H A N K  Y O U !
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THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

number 1 electrician

Proud to be Voted the Valley’s

BEST BARBEQUE
703 Main Street

Alamosa
719-937-2523

woodysqshack.com

VALLEY– Nearly 17,000 votes were cast in 
the 2023 “Best of the San Luis Valley” online 
voting, an almost 60 percent increase over 
2022. The annual contest is spon-
sored by the Valley Courier and 
Valley Publishing’s six weekly 
papers.

A record number on 
nominations by category 
were also received in 
that portion of the 
contest, numbering 
over 1,100 and nearly 
doubling the number 
of nominations made 
last year.

The winners by category 
will be shared online today as 
well as in the printed columns to 
follow, declaring the “Best of the Best” 
in the San Luis Valley.

Several SLV businesses dominated voting by 
winning in more than one category, including 
Friar’s Fork Restaurant, specializing in Italian 
cuisine, which also was nominated earlier 

this year as one of the best new restaurants in 
the country. They were voted tops for Italian 
restaurant, romantic restaurant, best place to 

take an out of town guest, and best 
bartender.

Seven local businesses won 
in three categories: Sauveci-

to Grill, Garcia Auto, 
Lindo Jalisco, SLV 

Federal Bank, Kristi 
Mountain Sports, Rio 

Grande  Hospita l 
and Scrumpy Moo’s.

Winning in two cat-
egories were: Big John’s 

Furniture, Cottonwood 
Dental, Spare Keg Brewerks, 

City Market, The Bridge re-
tirement home, Colorado Re-

alty, Chief Liquor, and Lucky Bamboo 
Asian Restaurant.

Many of the winners have consistently been 
voted the best since the contest started 10 
years ago as the “Best of Alamosa.”

Here are the results:

Winners announced in third 
annual ‘Best of the SLV’

2023

Best Equipment and 
Service

Sorum Tractor Co.,Inc

Best Farm Sprinkler 
Service

Agro Engineering Inc

Best Fertilizer & 
Pesticide

MV Co-op

Best Meat Processor
Valley Meat Market 
Wholesale

Best Potato Warhouse
Skyline Potato

Best Seed Comapany
Rio Grande Seed & Grain

Best Art Gallery
Pareidolia

Best Attraction
Great Sand Dunes 
National Park and 
Preserve

Best Family 
Entertainment

Casey McCoy ARTS LLC 
Alamosa CO

Best Festival
Stampede
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507 State Ave  •  Alamosa • (719) 937-2535

THANKS!
For choosing us as 

your favorite
Asian Restaurant

We appreciate the business!

Bring Your 

Own Food from 

Anywhere!

Honored to be Voted

‘BEST BEER SELECTION’ 
‘BEST HAPPY HOUR’

FORMERLY SQUARE PEG BREWERKS
www.SpareKeg.com

625 Main 719-580-7472 Alamosa

(260) 519-3202
1216 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista

Best Dance Studio

Best Local Event
First Fridays with Visit 
Alamosa

Best Movie Theater/ 
Drive-in

Ski-Hi 6 Theater

Best Museum
Fort Garland Museum & 
Cultural Center

Best Musical Venue
Society Hall

Best Outdoor Event
Ski Hi Stampede

Best Place to Take Out 
of Town Guest

The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Places for Kid’s 
Birthday Party

The Playhouse

Best Staycation 
Location

Mellow Moon Lodge

Best Theatre
Creede Repertory Theatre

Best Asian Restaurant
Lucky Bamboo

Best Bakery
Worth the Drive Bakery

Best Barbecue 
Restaurant

Woody’s Q Shack

Best Bartender (name 
& place)

The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Beer Selection
Spare Keg Brewerks

Best Breakfast
Campus Cafe

Best Breakfast Burrito
Sauvecito Grill

Best Brunch
Scrumpy Moo’s of Monte 
Vista

Best Catering
Lindo Jalisco

Best Chinese Restaurant
Lucky Bamboo

Best Coffee House
Roots by Blessed

Best Dessert
Frosty Acres Rolled Ice Cream

Best Family Friendly 
Restaurant

Scrumpy Moo’s of Monte 
Vista
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1591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-2777 • garciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

Thank You For Voting Us Number One In...
 Best Auto 

Repair
Best Oil 
Change

Best Tire 
Shop

In-House Financing (on Select Vehicles) 4

Oil Changes 4  Tires 4  Auto Service 4     

We can find You the Perfect Vehicle on request

TRUCKS AND CARS
AT GREAT PRICES
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www.centurypa.com/senior-living/bridge-alamosa/

3407 Carroll Street
Alamosa

719-587-3514

THANKS FOR VOTING US
Best Assisted Living Center

Best Retirement Facility

“We Love Our Life!”

Family Denistry
Darrell G. Jackson D.D.S.

2405 Mullins Ave.
Alamosa

719-589-5272

Celebrating 20 years
serving the San Luis Valley!

Proud to be Voted BEST PLUMBER

Eight SLV baseball players 

named All-State
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SLV Amateur Radio 

Association hosts Field Day — Page 6
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Alamosa 

Commissioners 

to meet today 

for a regular 

meeting

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

County Board of County 

Commissioners will meet 

on June 28 at 8:30 a.m. 

for a regular meeting. 

After a public comment 

llowing will 

By JOHN WATERS

News Editor

SANGRE DE CRIS-

TO MOUNTAINS — On 

June 24, Alamosa Vol-

unteer Search and Res-

cue (AVSAR) received 

a call from a hiker that 

had gotten lost while 

down climbing the Little 

Blanca— Blanca Tra-

verse route; a mile-long 

ridge between Little 

Bear Peak and Blanca 

Peak. The route includes 

a descent on a ridge that 

is between 1 and 10 feet. 

AVSAR triangulated the 

location of the hiker and 

determined he was off 

the traverse route and 

in Blanca Creek Basin. 

Helicopter assistance 

from Guardian Flight 

out of Alamosa was dis-

patched, while en route, 

the pilot timed out of 

flight hours. A Life-

line5 helicopter was 

dispatched to Incident 

Command. Lifeline5 at-

tempted to insert two 

AVSAR team members 

utilizing night vision 

goggles. While over the 

Blanca Basin and after 

spotting the hiker, there 

was no ambient light to 

be able to land safely in 

the basin.

At first daylight, res-

cue personnel would be 

inserted by helicopter to 

assist and medically sta-

bilize the hiker. AVSAR 

leadership remained in 

regular contact with the 

hiker via text message 

and calls to continually 

assess the hiker’s men-

tal and physical status. 

Emergency assistance is 

given to this hiker on June 

24 by a medical provider 

from Alamosa Volunteer 

Search and Rescue. 

Photo courtesy AVSAR

Hiker rescued from Blanca Massif

and figuratively) in folk 

of raw, unfiltered tal

in a fire reported just before 5 p.m. 

firefighters arrived on scene. 

fuel the flames resulting in several 

Stone said. Firefighters stopped 

Blanca house fire

a half-dozen firefighters.

ing to two vehicle fires, one on Sun

Two killed in two-

vehicle accident 

on Highway 285

By PRISCILLA 

WAGGONER

of two of the five people in the 

Cruze. All five people were 

Following the accident, the 

driver of the Cruze, identi-

fied as Becky Thompson, 37, 

Ariz., was trans-

fiancé and two other children 

fiancé sustained serious inju

truck, identified as Timothy 

ons says the five people in 
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Summer Food 

Program 

available in South 

Conejos Schools

One in six children in Colorado 

don’t have access to foods needed to 

thrive. Kids that miss out on proper 

nutrition during the summer are 

more likely to experience learning 

loss and develop long-term health 

consequences.

The Summer Food Service 

Program (SFSP) is about serving 

kids across the community free 

breakfast and lunch all summer 

long when they do not have access 

to school lunch or breakfast.

The SFSP provides free, nutri-

tious meals to children 18 years of 

age and under at approved sites in 

areas with high concentrations of 

low-income children.

Summer meals will be provided 

at South Conejos School District 

from June 5 through July 31. 

• Breakfast: 7:30-9 a.m. 

• Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

To find summer meal sites, visit 

kidsfoodfinder.org or text ‘Food’ or 

‘Comida’ to 877-877.

Karissa 

Rodriguez makes 

spring 2023 

Dean’s List

TOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn 

University has announced its 

spring 2023 Dean’s List honorees. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a 

student must be enrolled in 12 

hours of graded credits and earn a 

semester grade point average of 3.4 

to 3.99. Karissa Rodriguez  from 

Romeo is a spring 2023  Dean’s 

List honoree.

By Diane Drekmann

FORT GARLAND — The an-

ticipated buffalo soldiers: reVision 

exhibit opened at the Fort Garland 

Museum June 24. Many hands came 

together to tell this important part 

of history. 

Buffalo Soldier descendant, his-

torian and member of the Southern 

Ute tribe, Johnny Taylor Valdez 

opened the exhibit by giving honor 

to his Native American and African 

American heritage.

He gave a blessing for “...th
e great 

people who came before and bless 

those who come.”

Valdez’s grandfather “Jack” John 

John Bell, 82, attended the buffalo soldiers: reVision 

opening in Fort Garland on June 24. His father, 

grandfather, and uncle were Buffalo Soldiers.

Buffalo soldiers: reVision exhibit 

opens at Fort Garland Museum

Photos by Diane Drekmann

Carolynne, Leticia, and Erwin Taylor are descendants of 

a Buffalo Soldier and attended the opening of the buffalo 

soldiers: reVision exhibit at Fort Garland on June 24.

Please see SOLDIERS on Page 2A

Los Vecinos Baliadores 

holds appreciation luncheon

Los Vecinos Valiadores is a 

dance group that focuses on 

traditional waltzes from Spain 

and northern New Mexico. 

They performed during an 

appreciation luncheon on June 

21 in Antonito.

Photo by Diane Drekmann

By Diane Drekmann

ANTONITO — Los Vecinos 

Baliadores held an appreciation 

luncheon for its dancers on June 

21 in Antonito. They are a dance 

group that focuses on the tradi-

tional waltzes from Spain and 

northern New Mexico, as opposed 

to Folklorico, which features dances 

from Mexico.

Please see DANCERS on Page 5A

Christopher 

Mondragon

Man wanted 

in connection 

with death of 

Kenny John

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — The Blanca Police 

Department is 

seeking assis-

tance from the 

public in locat-

ing Christopher 

Mondragon, 28. 

Blanca Police 

Department’s 

Chief of Police 

Rick Rodriguez 

informed the 

Valley Courier 

that Mondragon 

is wanted in connection with the death 

of Kenny John.

John, 46, was reported missing on 

Please see WANTED on Page 2A

A woman holds a cereal box featuring the 

1966 Antonito High School football team 

on it. An open house to discuss the future 

of the Conejos County Museum was held 

on June 20.

Photo by Diane Drekmann

Future of Conejos County Museum discussed at open house

By Diane Drekmann

ANTONITO — Julie Chacon, Director of 

the Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 

(SdCNHA), held an open house on June 20 

at the Conejos County Museum in Antonito 

to gather the community’s thoughts about its 

future.

Because of various issues, the museum has 

been closed. SdCNHA has partnered with 

Conejos County and agreed to take care of the 

inside of the building while the county takes 

care of the outside. Chacon said her grandpar-

ents were one of the original families in Capulin 

and have ancestors from Los Sauces.

Chacon then posed several questions to 

the crowd.

“What do you want to see in the museum,” 

she asked. “Should we just highlight Antonito 

or tell about the surrounding areas — Platero, 

Ortiz, San Antonio, Los Lobatos? What stories? 

What displays? Focus on railroads, mountains, 

and agriculture? Or a little
 bit about all of it? 

What should we name the museum?”

Chacon mentioned she spoke to the Ute 

tribal council “To respectfully tell their stories.”

Please see MUSEUM on Page 6A

Correction

Due to a reporting error, a story 

on the San Luis Valley Ecosystem 

Council that ran in last week’s edi-

tion of the Conejos County Citizen 

incorrectly stated it had purchased 

half-a-million acres in Saguache 

County. SLV Ecosystem Council 

Director Chris Canaly was actually 

referring to a potential wilderness 

designation in the Sangre de Cristo 

Mountains, which are mostly in 

Saguache County. The Conejos 

County Citizen apologizes for the 

error.
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CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd will be performing from 2-4 p.m. on July 2 at Basham Park in Creede as part of the Creede Arts Council’s summer concert series.Shepherd is an Americana sing-er-songwriter, who was born and raised in Alaska. He is currently residing in the mountains of Colo-rado. He wants nothing more than to write and perform songs that tell stories and make you want to sing along.
Shepherd also owns and operates the Shepherd Music Experience, a music school centered on the innate creative abilities that exist within all his students — children and adults alike.

For more information, contact Creede Arts Council at creed-earts@outlook.com. To view CAC’s entire summer lineup, visit on-line www.creedeartscouncil.com/music-in-the-park.

Alamosa fireworks at the fairgroundsALAMOSA — In cooperation with the City of Alamosa, San Luis Valley Federal Bank recently an-nounce its 25th annual fireworks show will be on July 4, at the Ala-mosa Fairgrounds at 9:30 p.m. The show is free to the public.In the event of bad weather or dry conditions, the show will be moved to a later date.
San Luis Valley Federal Bank will regularly post updates and notices regarding the event. Visit www.slvfed.bank, for more information.

Karissa Rodriguez makes spring 2023 
Dean’s ListTOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn University has announced its spring 2023 Dean’s List honorees. To qualify for the Dean’s List, a student must be enrolled in 12 hours of graded credits and earn a semester grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99. Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.

Shepherd 
performing in 

Creede on July 2

By Marie MccolMMONTE VISTA — On Saturday and Sunday, June 24-25, the Ray Hinton Memorial Jackpot was held at the Ski-Hi Complex. Children of all ages attended the event. The Jackpot is a CJSA, Colo-rado Junior Swine Association, sanctioned show. Co-founder of the event, Heather Tillman talked about how it got started.“Ray Hinton passed away, and he and I actu-ally started this as a way for our kids to get some extra showing time here Valley wide, before our county fair, which is the first full week of August,” she said. “We sanctioned it with the CJSA the Colorado Swine Association. It has just grown; it is statewide now. We also have people that come from out of state, New Mexico, Utah, sometimes Kansas. So, this just keeps getting bigger and big-ger every year.” 
Tillman said that the show was a great oppor-tunity for kids to show what they have been work-

ing hard on. Tillman said the kids obtain their animals, including the lambs, goats, and hogs in March or April, and the steers in December, then they go on to sell some at the county fair in August.Tillman said that the kids also go up to the state fair in Pueblo to show their animals in late August.“The kids work and really put a lot of hard work into these animals,” Tillman said. “This is a way for the kids not only to show off the livestock industry, but this is also a way for people who don’t know about livestock, to see the industry 

On Saturday and Sunday, June 24-25, the Ray 
Hinton Memorial Jackpot was held at the Ski-
Hi Complex. Children of all ages attended the 
event. The Jackpot is a CJSA, Colorado Junior Swine Association, sanctioned show. Ana 

Kraherad gets ready to show her pig at the Ray Hinton Memorial Jackpot.
Photos by Marie Mccolm

Ray Hinton Memorial Jackpot held at Ski-Hi Complex

Please see JACKPOT on Page 2A

By Marie MccolMALAMOSA — The San Luis Valley  Amateur Radio Association (SARA) hosted a Field Day demon-stration on amateur radio broadcasting on Saturday, June 24, at The Boys and Girls Club in Alamosa. The event was a nationwide event, and everyone from all over the valley was welcome to attend. A test day for Ham Radio broadcasters to send signals and messages to each other all over the United States. 

SLV Amateur Radio Association hosts Field Day

The San Luis Valley Amateur Radio Association (SARA) hosted a Field Day demonstration on amateur radio broadcasting on Saturday, June 24, at The Boys and Girls Club in Alamosa.
Photo by Marie Mccolm

Please see RADIO on Page 2A

MV Elks Lodge awards scholarships, gives back to community

Courtesy photosThe Monte Vista Elks Lodge supported various groups thanks to a Gratitude Grant. The funds were given to the Homelake Veterans Center, K9 Security, the Food Bank, and Center Kiwanis for their help with the 4-H Club.

By Marie MccolMMONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista Elks Lodge applied for and received a Gratitude Grant through its Grand Lodge. The grant was divided and disbursed to many dif-ferent groups in the community. The funds were given to the Homelake Veterans Center, K9 Security, the Food Bank, and Center Kiwanis for their help with the 4-H Club. The Elks Lodge also received a spotlight grant and used the funds for a community baby shower. Sheri Desautell of the Elks Lodge spoke 

about the disbursement of the grant money to the community.“We held this community baby shower and really got a lot of stuff,” said Desautell. “We gathered all the stuff for the kids, and it was disbursed to five different medical clinics including Center, the three here in Monte and Del Norte, for babies and mothers. We really try to give back to the community. We felt this would help a lot of expect-ing mothers and others in need. The Elks Lodge really tries to help with Please see ELKS on Page 5A

contriButed
MONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista community is invited to the unveiling of three Little Free Libraries on July 11.“We invite you to look at the book selection, listen to the guidelines for using the library, and enjoy some refreshments while supplies last,” or-ganizers stated.

• Chapman Park at 11 a.m. — this library will be dedicated to the memory of Peggy Blenden.• Sanchez Park at 1 p.m. — this library is sponsored by the LOR Foundation, a community develop-ment organization.
• Marsh Park (behind Sonic) 3 p.m. — this library is sponsored by the LOR foundation, a community development organization.The Little Free Library project is a cooperative effort of the LOR Foun-dation, the City of Monte Vista, and local residents.

“We hope having books readily available to read or look at will en-courage you to relax, learn something new, or take an imaginary adventure,” organizers stated.

Doors opening celebration for MV Little Free 
Libraries
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CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd 

will be performing from 2-4 p.m. 
on July 2 at Basham Park in Creede 
as part of the Creede Arts Council’s 
summer concert series.

Shepherd is an Americana singer-
songwriter, who was born and raised 
in Alaska. He is currently residing 
in the mountains of Colorado. He 
wants nothing more than to write 
and perform songs that tell stories 
and make you want to sing along.

Shepherd also owns and operates 
the Shepherd Music Experience, a 
music school centered on the innate 
creative abilities that exist within all 
his students — children and adults 
alike.

For more information, contact 

Alamosa fireworks 
at the fairgrounds
ALAMOSA — In cooperation 

with the City of Alamosa, San 
Luis Valley Federal Bank recently 
announce its 25th annual fireworks 
show will be on July 4, at the 
Alamosa Fairgrounds at 9:30 p.m. 
The show is free to the public.

In the event of bad weather or dry 
conditions, the show will be moved 
to a later date.

San Luis Valley Federal Bank will 
regularly post updates and notices 
regarding the event. Visit www.
slvfed.bank, for more information.

Karissa Rodriguez 
makes spring 2023 

Dean’s List
TOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn 

University has announced its spring 
2023 Dean’s List honorees. To 
qualify for the Dean’s List, a student 
must be enrolled in 12 hours of 
graded credits and earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99. 
Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is 
a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.

Shepherd 
performing in 

Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tourney set 

for July 7
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 
July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 
Resort in South Fork.

The format is 4-person scramble, 
low foursome score. The cost is $125 
per person and includes lunch. 
Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register  or  for  more 
information, contact Julia York at 
719-657-4546.

Photo courtesy Custer County Search and Rescue

Custer County Search and Rescue responds to stranded climbers on June 19. 

Climbers rescued on 
Crestone Needle descent

By custer county search 

and rescue

SAGUACHE COUNTY — On 
the morning of June 19, a request 
for mutual aid was received from 
Saguache County for Custer County 
SAR (CCSAR) to respond to a party 
of four who had trouble on the 
descent from Crestone Needle. 

Two members of the party were 
able to descend to their camp at 
South Colony Lakes while the other 
two were separated from each other 
on the standard route and became 
stranded. One of the stranded 
climbers was able to activate his 
Garmin inReach which enabled 
communication and an accurate 
location. At 4 a.m. CCSAR fielded 
a team to hike and climb to the 
climber’s position and to help locate 
the second stranded climber. At 7:30 
a.m. the party of two reunited and 

Please see RESCUE on Page 2A

By Priscilla Waggoner
CENTER — An accident 

involving a “near head-on 
collision” between a 2018 
Chevrolet Cruze and a pick-up 
truck on Highway 285 claimed 
the lives of two people on 
Monday afternoon.

The accident occurred at mile 
post 66.5 on Highway 285, just 
a few miles north of where 285 
intersects with Highway 112. 

According to Capt. Nathan 
Lyons with the Colorado State 
Patrol, at 3:49 p.m. on Monday 
afternoon, a 37-year-old 
woman was travelling with four 
passengers in a Chevrolet Cruze 
headed northbound on Highway 
285 when she traveled into the 
southbound lane, colliding with 

Two killed in 
two-vehicle 
accident on 

Highway 285

See ACCIDENT on Page 2A

Contributed
DENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing 

important information to keep you, your family and 
your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 11-year-
old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while biking near 
Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s quick action.

Why are people bitten and what is the result?
Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy, 

seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite 

CPW provides tip for keeping you and 
your pets safe from rattlesnakes

Courier photo by John Waters

San Luis Valley County Commissioners Association meeting in Alamosa on June 26. 

SLV Commissioners discuss regional issues
DA says Colorado 

Bureau of 
Investigation to staff 
new Alamosa office

By John Waters 
ALAMOSA — Commissioners 

from throughout the Valley met in 
Alamosa on June 26 for the quarterly 
meeting of the San Luis Valley County 
Commissioners Association meeting.

During public comment, Darius 
Allen and Larry Crowder both spoke 
in favor of the agenda item for future 
commissioners’ meetings to include 
an invocation. Later in the meeting, 
commissioners unanimously voted in 
favor of the item.
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CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd will 

be performing from 2-4 p.m. on July 

2 at Basham Park in Creede as part 

of the Creede Arts Council’s summer 

concert series.Shepherd is an Americana singer-

songwriter, who was born and raised 

in Alaska. He is currently residing 

in the mountains of  Colorado. He 

wants nothing more than to write 

and perform songs that tell stories and 

make you want to sing along.

Shepherd also owns and operates 

the Shepherd Music Experience, a 

music school centered on the innate 

creative abilities that exist within all his 

students — children and adults alike.

For more information, contact 

Creede Arts Council at creedearts@

outlook.com. To view CAC’s entire 

summer lineup, visit online www.

creedeartscouncil.com/music-in-

the-park.

Alamosa fireworks 
at the fairgrounds
ALAMOSA — In cooperation with 

the City of Alamosa, San Luis Valley 

Federal Bank recently announce its 

25th annual fireworks show will be on 

July 4, at the Alamosa Fairgrounds at 

9:30 p.m. The show is free to the public.

In the event of bad weather or dry 

conditions, the show will be moved 

to a later date.San Luis Valley Federal Bank will 

regularly post updates and notices 

regarding the event. Visit www.slvfed.

bank, for more information.
Karissa Rodriguez 

makes spring 2023 Dean’s ListTOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn 

University has announced its spring 

2023 Dean’s List honorees. To 

qualify for the Dean’s List, a student 

must be enrolled in 12 hours of 

graded credits and earn a semester 

grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99. 

Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is 

a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.
Shepherd performing in Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tourney set for July 7DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 

July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 

Resort in South Fork.
The format is 4-person scramble, 

low foursome score. The cost is $125 

per person and includes lunch. 

Shotgun start at 11 a.m.
To register or for more information, 

contact Julia York at 719-657-4546.

By Lyndsie Ferrell

DEL NORTE — Summer has made an 

appearance and the Del Norte Chamber of 

Commerce recently announced that Music in the 

Park and Mercado Del Norte are back and better 

than ever. This summer partnership with the Town 

of Del Norte brings the farmer’s market together 

with great music throughout July.

Local and visiting bands create a unique and 

family-friendly opportunity Thursday night in 

River Front Park, just north of the railroad track 

in Del Norte. The stage is set, and the lineup is as 

follows, on June 22 the program kicked off with 

Milo Hayes Meld out of Salida and the reviews 

were amazing. This week, on June 29, come listen 

to UZ out of Taos, N.M., for a flavorful musical 

experience. July 13 will feature local band The 

Rifters out of Alamosa and July 20 come listen 

to Float Like a Buffalo of Denver.

To close out the summer and in partnership 

with the South Fork Music Association and the 

Town of Del Norte to kick off Rhythms on the 

Rio music festival, the community is invited to a 

performance of Dane Arnold & The Soup from 

Tulsa, Okla.Thursday evenings in downtown Del Norte 

will also include Mercado Del Norte Farmer’s 

Market which features fresh produce provided 

through Sol Mountain Farm, vendors with unique, 

homemade wares, food vendors and more. 

Del Norte hosts music 

in the park, brings back 

Mercado Market
RG County 

Museum takes 
ownership of 
Col. Pfeiffer gravesite

By Lyndsie Ferrell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — Thanks to 

the generosity of the Monte Vista chapter of 

the Daughter’s of the American Revolution 

(DAR), the Rio Grande County Museum is now 

the proud owner of Albert Pfeiffer’s gravesite 

located between Del Norte and South Fork on 

County Road 15.DAR was founded in 1890 to preserve 

the historical significance of the American 

Please see MUSEUM on Page 2A

By Lyndsie Ferrell

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Ever 

wonder what it was like to be an 

archaeologist? The Great 

Sand Dunes National 

Park and Preserve, 

with the National Park 

Service, is hosting two 

expeditions throughout 

the summer for area 

youth ages 11 to 17. 

Participants will see 

an inside look at  what 

archaeologists do and learn 

about local history.
On July 7 beginning at 9 a.m. 

participants are invited to sign up 

for a walk through time and to learn 

about prehistoric Native American 

rock art here in the San Luis 

Valley with retired Rio 

Grande National Forest 

Archaeologist Ken Frye. 

The Rio Grande County 

Museum is home to 

several  professional 

photographs of rock 

art located here in the 

Valley and Frye is the leading 

expert on the subject.

Frye will teach 
b e t w e e n

pictographs and what some of 

the symbols might have meant 

according to research Frye and 

several others,  including Ute 

elders have completed over the 

years. These fascinating views into 

a prehistoric life are in several 

locations around the Valley and 

though many reside on private land 

or have been closed off to the pu

for preservation purp
a few that cais

protect it, students will have an 

opportunity to create rock art that 

will be displayed in the museum 

alongside prehistoric photographs.

In addition to the Rio Grande 

C o u nt y  Mu s e u m  p r o g r a m

participants can visit 

Valley’s mosthe 

Great Sand Dunes National Park hosts 

youth archaeological expeditions

ContributedDENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing 

important information to keep you, your family 

and your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 

11-year-old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while 

biking near Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s 

quick action.Why are people bitten and what is the result?

Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy, 

seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite if 

possible. Most of the time, rattlesnakes will not 

strike at people unless they feel threatened or are 

It is common for rattlesnakes to bask in the sun on 

roads or trails to warm their bodies. Use caution 

when biking or hiking in areas with rattlesnakes.

Photo courtesy of Wayne D. Lewis/CPW

CPW provides tip for keeping you 

and your pets safe from rattlesnakes
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Alamosa fireworks 

at the fairgrounds

ALAMOSA — In cooperation with 

the City of Alamosa, San Luis Valley 

Federal Bank recently announce its 

25th annual fireworks show will be on 

July 4, at the Alamosa Fairgrounds at 

9:30 p.m. The show is free to the public.

In the event of bad weather or dry 

conditions, the show will be moved 

to a later date.

San Luis Valley Federal Bank will 

st updates and notices 

ww.slvfed.

Karissa Rodriguez 

makes spring 2023 

Dean’s List

Shepherd 

performing in 

Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 

Golf Tourney set 

for July 7
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 

July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 

Resort in South Fork.

The format is 4-person scramble, 

low foursome score. The cost is $125 

per person and includes lunch. 

Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register or for more information, 

contact Julia York at 719-657-4546.

Please see SNAKES on Page 5A

Contributed

DENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing 

important information to keep you, your family and 

your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 11-year-

old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while biking near 

Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s quick action.

Why are people bitten and what is the result?

Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy, 

seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite 

It is common for rattlesnakes to bask in the sun on 

roads or trails to warm their bodies. Use caution 

when biking or hiking in areas with rattlesnakes.

Photo courtesy of Wayne D. Lewis/CPW

CPW provides tip for keeping you 

and your pets safe from rattlesnakes

Lightning strike fire extinguished
Creede set 

to explode 

for the 

Fourth

of July

By Lyndsie Ferrell

CREEDE — Traditions fuel the 

excitement around many events 

held in the small mountain town of 

Creede, but none so much as those 

surrounding the Fourth of July and 

Days of 92’ Mining Competitions. 

This year, the City of Creede is 

g to see hundreds if not 

le in town to 

Volume 46, Number  26 Creede, Colo. 81130 Thursday, June 29, 2023 75¢

1892 - 2023 ‘…there is no night in Creede.’

Nuggets
Community Notes 

for Mineral County

Alamosa fireworks 
at the fairgrounds

Karissa Rodriguez 
makes spring 2023 

Dean’s List

Shepherd 
performing in 

Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tourney set 

for July 7
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 
July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 
Resort in South Fork.

The format is 4-person scramble, 
low foursome score. The cost is $125 
per person and includes lunch. 
Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register or for more information, 
contact Julia York at 719-657-4546.

Contributed
CREEDE — The Creede Arts 

Council is hosting its 4th annual 
Steamroller Printmaking Event from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sept. 16. This is 
an outdoor printmaking event held 
in Creede during the Cruisin’ the 
Canyon Car Show to fulfill CAC’s 
non-profit mission to promote the 
arts and humanities in the community 
through education, exhibition, and 

performance and to foster local artistic 
talent.

Artists will create and carve wooden 
boards with their own original designs. 
The day of the event, the boards are 
inked by hand and placed on the street 
with paper placed over the boards. Then, 
a Steamroller (roadbed compactor) will 
roll over them, pressing the paper onto 
the board. The resulting outcome is an 
original fine art print.

Artists of all ability levels and ages are 
invited to enter this fun, community-
centered event. The entry form can be 
found on the CAC’s website at www.
creedeartscouncil.com/steamroller-
printmaking.

This year, the CAC is also hosting 
a special educational event to help 
artists get started with carving their 
board from 6-9 p.m. on July 17 at the 
Rec Center Pavilion in Creede. If you 

are interested in attending, RSVP to 
creedearts@outlook.com. 

Each artist’s print will be available for 
purchase during and after the event. 

For more information, contact 
Creede Arts Council at creedearts@
outlook.com. To learn more about 
the Steamroller Printmaking Event, 
follow CAC on Facebook or visit their 
website at www.creedeartscouncil.com/
steamroller-printmaking. 

4th Annual Steamroller Printmaking Event Sept. 16

Creede set 
to explode 

for the 

Valley
Publishing

835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

719-852-3531
2205 State Ave • Alamosa

719-589-2553

Effective advertising is key to driving your business’s success!

Visit Our Websites for all of the Latest Local News!
www.alamosanews.com

www.centerpostdispatch.com
www.conejoscountycitizen.com
www.delnorteprospector.com
www.mineralcountyminer.com
www.montevistajournal.com

www.southforktines.com

In Print
& Online!
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www.outdoordepot.biz

0168  Four Seasons Dr. • South Fork • 719-873-1060

• SALES

Thank You San Luis Valley 
for your support and votes!

• SERVICE 
• SOUVENIR STORE
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Romeo, Colorado

(719) 580-9436

Elevated
Recreations

Since 2021

Voted Best
Dispensary/
Smoke Shop

THANK YOU FOR MAKING US #1 HOSPITAL FOR 
THREE YEARS AND BEST PULMONARY REHAB 

& WOUND CARE IN THE SAN LUIS VALLEY!

Thank you for

Voting for us!
2023

Agro Engineering, Inc.
0210 Rd 2 S Alamosa

719-852-4957 www.agro.com

We provide support and answers
for your agricultural needs

Irrigation ~ Pests ~ Fertility

All Pre & Post Growing Needs

CALL TODAY TO SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Best Food Truck
Suavecito grill

Best Friendliest Staff
Scrumpy Moo’s of Monte 
Vista

Best Green Chile
Nino’s Del Sol LLC

Best Hamburger
The Rubi Slipper LLC

Best Happy Hour
Spare Keg Brewerks

Best Ice and Water 
Machine

Ice Hunters - Bulk Ice and 
Water Vending

Best Italian Restaurant
The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Margarita
Lindo Jalisco

‘Roots’ by Blessed Brews 
tops coffee houses

Selected top coffee house for six of the last 10 years, Roots by Blessed Brews was voted tops 
in 2023. Shown are, from left, Avery Palmgren, Bianca Romero, Lacey Cooley (owner), Jonna 
Murr, Sariaha Lopez, Lacy McKinley.
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 Best Mexican Restaurant,
Best Catering & Best Margarita

1019 6th Street • Alamosa • 719-937-2292

Thank 

You 
for 

Voting 

for us!

Please 
come 
and 

join us.

Best Mexican Restaurant
Lindo Jalisco

Best Pizza
My Brothers Place

Best Romantic 
Restaurant

The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Sports Bar
Weekends Tavern

Best Steakhouse
Quincy’s Steak & Spirits

Best Tacos
Suavecito Grill

Best Thai/Vietnamese 
Restaurant

Lucky Bamboo

Best Assisted Living 
Facility

The Bridge at Alamosa

Best Chiropractor
SLV Health Stuart Ave Clinic

Best Health & Fitness 
Clinic

Defiance Health

Best Dentist Office
Cottonwood Dental Dr 
Darrell Jackson

Best Eye Clinic
Rocky Mountain Eye Center

Best Hospital
Rio Grande Hospital

Best In-Home Care 
Providers

Visting Angels

Best Massage 
Therapist

Massage by Taycie

Best Orthodontist
Cottonwood Dental Dr. 
Darrell Jackson

Best Pharmacy
City Market Pharmacy

Best Physician
Stephanie Posorske, CNM

Best Pulmonary Rehab
Rio Grande Hospital

Best Retirement 
Facility

The Bridge at Alamosa

Best Wound Care
Rio Grande Hospital

Best Accounting Firm
Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc.

Best Attorney/ Lawyer
Trujillo Michael H

Best ATV/ Motorcycle 
Shop

Outdoor Depot

Best Auto Body Repair
Absolute Shine Auto Body
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THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR VOTES!

You have made us your #1 choice for 
carpet cleaning!

Marion Malouff 
P.O. Box 391

Alamosa

719-580-5610

1155 7th Street

Alamosa

719-589-5660

www.northrivergreenhouse.com

THANK YOU!
For Voting Us Best 
Landscaper and 
Best Garden and 

Nursery Store.
See Us for Fall & Holiday 
Plants and Decorations.

Best Auto Detailing
Final Touch

Best Auto Parts/Safety 
Equipment

Motor Parts

Best Auto Repair
Garcia Auto Sales

Best Bank
San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank

Best Barber Shop
Stretchs Barbershop

Best Bookkeeper/Tax 
Service

H&R Block

Best Car Rental Service
Alamosa Car Rental

Best Carpet Cleaning
MGM Carpet

Best Commercial Real 
Estate

Colorado Realty and 
Land Co.

Best Computer/IT 
Service

WSB Computer Services Inc

Best Construction 
Company

Crowther Floor Coverings

Best Copy,Fax, Shipping, 
Office Services

Main Copy Source

Best Electrician
Valley Electric, Inc.

(719-589-4040
6697 Malouff Rd. • Alamosa

Thanks for Voting 
Us Best Lawn & 

Sprinkler Systems in 
the San Luis Valley
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND VOTES!

BEST CLOTHING STORE 3 YEARS IN A ROW!
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2023

Thanks for Voting Us ‘Best Liquor Store’

& ‘Best Wine Selection’

CHIEF LIQUOR
How Much Did You Just Save?

Tito’s 1.75 ml
$3199

Smirnoff 1.75 ml
$2249

Svedka 1.75 ml
$2199

Jim Beam 1.75 ml
$3199

Crown Royal

1.75 ml 
$4999

Pendleton

1.75 ml 
$4149

Canadian Mist

1.75 ml 
$1499

Captain Morgan

    1.75 ml 
$2799

Admiral Nelson

1.75 ml 
$1399

1280 Main 
Alamosa

719-589-4489
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Flowers, Ice Cream, 
Gifts & More

540 Grand Ave.
Del Norte

719-657-9024

Best Florist

THANKS FOR VOTING US

Best Golf Course

www.alamosacattails.com
500 Cottonwood Dr. • Alamosa

1425 Main St.
Alamosa

719-480-2112

Best Dessert

HAEFELI’S 
HONEY 
FARMS

Best 
Local 

Producer

New & Used Books
• Local Wares

• Local Authors
• Local History

»The store also hosts 
events such as book 
signings, book clubs, 
writing workshops, 

and story slam.

Best 
Place to 
Throw A 
Birthday 
Party

SLVPLAYHOUSE@GMAIL.COM

6512 Cramer Rd. 
Alamosa
719-496-1227

Hours: Mon.-Sat: 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sun: Closed

Plants & Coffee
To book an event, visit our Sister Store @fuel.byblessed

Roots by Blessed 
Brews Coffee Shop

6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Monday-Saturday

Best Eyelashes
Mavz’s Beauty Bar

Best Financial 
Institution

San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank

Best Financial 
Planning

Edward Jones - Financial 
Advisor: Tyler M Keck, AAMS™

Best Hair Salon
Vip Salon & Spa

Best Heating & Air 
Company

High Altitude Heating & 
Cooling

Best Home and Auto 
Glass

Schrader’s Glass

Hotel
Mellow Moon Lodge

Best Insurance Agency
Troy Plane - State Farm 
Insurance Agent

Best Internet Provider
Ciello Powered by REC

Friar’s Fork captures 
four categories

Friar’s Fork Restaurant, specializing in Italian cuisine, which was 
also nominated earlier this year as one of the best new restaurants 
in the country, were voted tops for Italian restaurant, romantic res-
taurant, best place to take an out of town guest, and best bartender.

(719-589-4040
6697 Malouff Rd. • Alamosa

Thanks for Voting 
Us Best Lawn & 

Sprinkler Systems in 
the San Luis Valley
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Pareidolia: 
The ability to 
see an image 
in a ramdom 
or ambigu-
ous visual 
pattern.

(Pair-ah-
dole-ee-ah)

125 Adams St • Monte Vista

(719) 992-8776
Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Thank You SLV
for Voting Us the

“Best Burger”

Also, well known for our 
variety of menu, desserts 

and our selection of beers.
506 State Avenue

Alamosa
719-589-2641

Our selection 
of burgers will 

shock you!

Thanks for Voting Us
‘BEST OUTDOOR EVENT’

BEST FESTIVAL’

Don’t forget our new 
dates for next year!

July 11-14, 2024

Best Landscaper
North River Green House

Best Lawn and 
Sprinkler Repair

Holman Landscape & 
Irrigation

Best Local Non-Profit
Tu Casa Inc.

Best Mortgage/Home 
Loan Provider

San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Best Nail Salon
Diamond Nails by Ceri

Best Oil Change
Garcia Auto Sales

Best Pet Boarding/
Grooming

All-4-Paws, LLC

Best Photographer
Kim Marquez 
Photography

Best Plumber
Marty’s Maintenance LLC

Best Property 
Management Company
KB property Terri Hussman

Best Real Estate 
Agency

Colorado Realty and 
Land Co.

Best Tanning Salon/ Spa
Seaside Tan

Best Tatoo/Peircing 
Studio

Ink Pusher
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12 Washington st.
Monte Vista

(719) 852-8987

thank You sLV for 
Your support!

719-589-2822
7727 Hwy. 160 • Alamosa
www.sorumtractor.com

Thank You For Voting Us Best
EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE

Best Tire Shop
Garcia Auto Sales

Best Towing and 
Roadside Assistance

Ace Towing

Best Veterinarian
Alpine Veterinary 
Hospital

Best Videographer
Mike Borjas

Best Antique/ Novelty 
Store

Green Spot Garden Center

Best Appliance Store
Altitude Appliances

Best Bicycle Shop
Kristi Mountain Sports, 
LLC - Alamosa

Best Books Store
Narrow Gauge Book Coop

Best Boutique/ Clothing
The Finery Boutique

Best Building Supplier
Alamosa Building Supply
Shopping

Best Dispensary/
Smoke Shop

Elevated Recreations 
Recreational Dispensary

Best Flooring/ Carpet 
Store

Del Mar Carpet One Floor 
& Home SLV Federal Bank topped the “Best of SLV” in three financial categories and just announced 

the edition of two new bank board members, Joe Martinez, left, and Greg Goodwin.

SLV Federal is a 
perennial winner
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Del Mar Carpet One
Floor & Home

621 Main St • 719-625-3100 • Alamosa

Voted 1st 
as Alamosa’s 

FINEST FLOORING STORE

State Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

THANKS FOR VOTING US YOUR
FAVORITE INSURANCE AGENCY

1639 Grande Ave. • Monte Vista • (719) 852-3548

Troy
Plane

302 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-2501

Best Auto Parts & 
Safety Equipment

Best Florist
Almost Home Flowers & 
More

Best Garden/Nursery 
Store

North River Greenhouse 
& Landscaping

Best Grocery Store
City Market

Best Hobby / Gift Store
Big Valley HobbyTown

Best Home Furnishing 
Store

Big John’s Furniture 
Warehouse

Best Liquor Store
Chief Liquor Inc

Best Local Food 
Producers

Haefelis Honey

Best Mattress Store
Big John’s Furniture Warehouse

Best Outdoor Outfitters
Kristi Mountain Sports, 
LLC - Alamosa

Best Place to Buy a 
New/ Used Car

Town & Country Car and 
Truck Center, Inc.

Best Thrift Store
Nazarene Thrift Store
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Come Join Us for Great 
Home Cooked Food!

110 Adams St. • Monte Vista
719-628-2110

Thank You for Voting Us Best Brunch
Family Friendly 

Restaurant
Friendliest 

Staff

Food Truck
Breakfast 

Burrito
Tacos

719-588-7485

VOTED BEST

Three wins for Sauvecito

Sauvecito Grill (Monte Vista) owners Adrian and Amy Raya were joined by the Adams 
State mascot for their grand opening earlier this year. The restaurant picked up three 
first place honors in the dining category.
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We Appreciate You 
for Voting Us
BEST REAL 

ESTATE AGENCY 
&

BEST FOR 
COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Never Settle for Less!

409 Main St. • Alamosa
Ph. 589-6594

210 Adams • Monte Vista
Ph. 852-3338

Proud to be Voted
BEST TAX SERVICE

Thanks for making us your
BEST COMPUTER SERVICES & IT

21 Craft Drive
Alamosa

719-589-8940

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT AND LOYALTY

www.schradersglass.com
719-580-8479 • 1424 21st St. • Alamosa

Best
GLASS SHOP

Tu Casa, Inc.
www.slvtucasa.net 

24-Hour Hotline 
719.589.2465

Tu Casa, Inc. 
thanks everyone who 
voted for us as “Best 

Non-profit in the SLV”!
Tu Casa, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 community based 

non-profit who serves survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, 

stalking, child sexual abuse, and severe child 
physical abuse or neglect. Tu Casa, Inc. thrives 

because of the support we receive from our 
community. Without you all, we couldn’t do 

the work we do1 Thank you again for helping 
Tu Casa, Inc. continue to make sure survivors in 
our Valley know there is help available to them’

Best Wine Selection
Chief Liquor

Best Bowling Alley
Stars And Strikes

Best Dance Studio
Ms. Kais Academy of 
Performing Arts

Best Golf Course
Cattails Golf Course

Best Gym/Health & 
Fitness Club

SLV Sports And Wellness

Best RV Park
Base Camp Family 
Campground

Best Ski & Snowboard , 
Outdoor Equipment

Kristi Mountain Sports, 
LLC - Alamosa

Best Swimming Pool/
Waterpark

Sand Dunes Recreation

Best Yoga Studio
Sweetgrass Therapeutics
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Thank You For Voting Us Your

#1 AUTO BODY SHOP for 3 Years!

859 Acequia Dr.
Monte Vista

(719) 852-5700
Monday-Friday 

8am - 5pm

  absoluteshineautobody.com
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V O T E D
BEST FURNITURE STORE & 

BEST MATTRESS STORE!
We Thank You

800 Main St  •  Alamosa  •  (719) 589-3099
Mon - Sat: 10am -6pm  • Closed Sunday  •  salebigjohns@yahoo.com

New restaurant wins three categories

Scrumpy 
Moo’s own-
ers Wendy 
and Tim Da-
vidson cut 
the ribbon 
during the 
grand open-
ing for their 
restaurant 
on Saturday, 
Aug. 26 in 
downtown 
Monte Vista.


