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The Rio Grande National 
Forest will be presenting 
t h i s  m o n t h ’ s  F o r e s t 
Specialist Series at 5 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 25. 
Marcy Reiser, Rio Grande 
National Forest archeologist, 
will be explaining Culturally 
Modified Trees.

These are trees that have 
been altered by ancient people 
in the course of traditional 
tree utilization. Learn why 
they were modified, how to 
distinguish these scars from 
other types of scars such as 
lightning, and how we can 
use them to learn about 
the people who have gone 
before us. 

This online event is part of the 
Rio Grande National Forest’s 
Forest Specialist Series, a once 
monthly online presentation 
in partnership with the San 
Juan Mountains Association 
to share information with 
our community. Visit the 
Rio Grande National Forest 
website or Facebook page for 
event information.

Adams State 
Board of 
Trustees 

meets Friday
ALAMOSA — The Adams 

State University Board of 
Trustees will meet at 9:30 
a.m. on Friday, Oct. 20, in the 
Richardson Hall Board Room, 
located on the third floor.

Members of the public 
who desire to address the 
Board must sign the “Public 
Comments” sheet prior to the 
meeting convening. 

RGNF’s 
next Forest 
Specialist 

Series Oct. 25

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Of all 

the quiet treasures in 
Alamosa, Society Hall 
is among the best as the 
small but committed 
crew of volunteers suc-
ceed time after time in 
bringing amazing talent 
to that unique, historic 
stage. And the perform-
er coming to the Society 
Hall stage on Thursday 
night is a shining exam-
ple…and more.

For those who are al-
ready familiar with Dan 
Navarro, nothing fur-
ther needs to be said. 
For those who don’t 

know him yet, let this 
be an introduction.

Navarro’s list of cred-
its is more than impres-
sive and too long to list 
in detail. As part of the 
acoustic duo Lowen and 
Navarro, he had a pro-
lific, successful record-
ing history with the re-
lease of 12 albums.

When Eric Lowen 
passed away from ALS, 
Navarro continued as a 
solo artist, releasing the 
highly praised “Shed My 
Skin,” “On the Horizon 
Line,” and “All Wood 
and Led,” a new duo 
album with James Lee 
Stanley that re-imag-
ines Led Zeppelin songs 

in organic “Laurel Can-
yon” settings.  

Navarro has written 
or co-written songs for 
Pat Benatar (the Gram-
my-nominated “We Be-
long”), The Bangles, 
Dave Edmunds, The 
Temptations, Dionne 
Warwick, and Austin 
outlaw country legend 
Rusty Weir. He has 
sung on albums by An-
drea Bocelli and Neil 
Young. 

Singer, songwriter and re-
cording artist Dan Navarro 

is to appear Thursday 
night at Society Hall.

Photo courtesy of Society Hall

Navarro performing at Society Hall Thursday night

Alamosa’s 
Community 
Unity Mural 

Project sends 
a message of 

strength
By PRISCILLA 

WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA – On Sept. 
28, a disturbing photo 
of the wall that marks 

the Cole Park entrance 
to the pedestrian bridge 
was posted on Facebook, 
prompting an immedi-
ate outcry from mem-
bers of the community.

One comment read 
“disgusting!”. The pho-
to, taken by a woman of 

Photo of entrance to pe-
destrian bridge with signs 

of vandalism removed and 
now ready and waiting to 

be reimagined.

Photo by Lisa Lucero

Turning hurt into healing

Work crews 
began de-
molishing 
the der-
elict Walsh 
Building on 
6th Street 
in Alamosa 
on Tuesday. 
The demoli-
tion of the 
building 
owned by 
the City of 
Alamosa is 
expected to 
take several 
days. 

Courier photo 
by John Waters

Walsh Building coming down

Smithsonian Exhibition on rural 
America opening reception is Oct. 20

CONTRIBUTED
ALAMOSA — The 

Smithsonian’s Museum 
on Main Street, in coop-
eration with Colorado 
Humanities presents 
“Crossroads: Change in 
Rural America.” The ex-
hibition examining the 
evolving landscape of ru-
ral American will host its 
grand opening reception 
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 
20, at the San Luis Valley 
Museum. This event fea-
tures Keynote Speaker 

Ed Crowther, Emeritus 
Professor of History at 
Adams State University. 
“Crossroads” will be on 
view through Nov. 25.

The San Luis Valley 
Museum and the sur-
rounding community 
was expressly chosen by 
Colorado Humanities to 
host “Crossroads” as part 
of the Museum on Main 
Street project — a nation-
al-state-local partnership 
to bring exhibitions and 
programs to rural cul-

tural organizations. Af-
ter it leaves Alamosa at 
the end of November, the 
exhibition will travel to 
eight more communities 
in Colorado before it re-
turns to the Smithsonian; 
an itinerary is available 
online at https://colorado-
humanities.org/programs/
museum-on-main-street/. 

“Crossroads” takes a 
broad look at the charac-
teristics of rural America. 
It explores how an attrac-
tion to and interaction 

with the land formed the 
basis of our rural culture, 
and how rural communi-
ties and small towns evolve 
and change. It also high-
lights how change trans-
formed rural America, es-
pecially during the 1900s, 
and how rural Americans 
are evolving for the future. 

Upcoming program 
events at the San Luis 
Valley Museum high-
lighting the exhibit in-
clude Eric Carpio, Guest 
Speaker from the Fort 

Garland Museum at 7 
p.m. on Nov. 3. The clos-
ing ceremony is on Nov. 
17 at 7 p.m. and will 
feature guest speaker-
author Pete Anderson. 
For a complete listing of 
related programs, visit 
www.museumtrail.org/
san-luis-valley-museum 
or call 719-587-0667.

To learn more visit 
www.museumonmain-
street.org, www.sites.
si.edu, or https://colora-
dohumanities.org/.
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OBITUARY

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday

October 18, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Chicken Fajita Salad Bowl/Chipotle

Dressing
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Yogurt/Granola

Juice & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Chicken Fajita Salad Bowl/Chipotle

Dressing
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Chicken Fajita Salad Bowl/Chipotle

Dressing
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

The Creede commu-
nity has lost a true local 
icon with the passing of 
Merolyn Kay Wyley. She 
passed away at her home 
in Creede on Sept. 1, 2023. 
She was born in Monte Vis-
ta on Jan. 26, 1945, to W W 
“Bibs” and Nell Wyley.

Kay had a wonderful 
childhood growing up at 
Cottonwood Cove Lodge 
with her sister, her brother 
and more tourist kids than 
we can count. She was al-
ways a hoot to be around 
and full of one-liners and 
endless stories.

Kay graduated from 
Creede High School in 1963 
and from Adams State 
College in 1969. She left 
home to work for the Dal-
las Morning News but soon 
returned home to Creede.  
She worked as a secretary 
at both the Creede School 
and Homestake Mines be-
fore accepting the Develop-
ment Officer position at the 
Creede Repertory Theatre, 
which she held for 20 years.

The theatre was her true 
calling and her passion. 
She loved all the company 
members and was a true 
supporter to all of them. We 
can be sure that wherever 
she calls home now, she has 
the tutu on and is leading 
the Kazoo Band in style.

After retirement, Kay 
pursued her love for paint-
ing. She was an accom-
plished artist and was 
known for her paintings 
on aspen leaves and the 
Christmas cards she made 
for the family for years.

She enjoyed traveling 

with Nell and often made 
trips to the casino and 
abroad.

Kay served on the Creede 
Board of Trustees for eight 
years. She was proud of 
the accomplishments the 
board made for the City 
during her term. She was 
a dedicated member of the 
Creede Ladies Aid Society 
for many years and served 
as the treasurer for nine 
years.

Kay was preceded in 
death by her parents Bibs 
and Nell Wyley, grand-
parents Clinton and Ether 
Wyley, Luther Humberson 
and Margaret Kramer.

She is survived by her 
sister Gea Wyley; brother 
Ken (Cindy) Wyley; neph-
ew R (Kristen) Means; 
nieces Lauri Jordan (Nan-
cy Leggitt) and Teresa Wy-
ley; great-niece Aryonna 
Means (Chris Brewer) and 
great-great-niece Giavonna 
Brewer.

A memorial service was 
held on Sept. 15, 2023.

Merolyn Kay Wyley

AT&T representative Guillermo Lambarri personally 
hands a laptop to a student at the Byron Syring DELTA 
Center. AT&T donated 50 laptops to the center.

Courtesy phtots

A giant ceremonial check was presented to the Monte Vista Kids Connection by AT&T. Kids 
Connection has received more than $35,000 in grants over the past two years from AT&T.

AT&T donates to DELTA 
Center, Kids Connection

By ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY
ALAMOSA — The Adams State 

University Faculty Lecture “On Wild-
ness and Imagination: The Impor-
tance of Coyotes,” by Mary Wilhelm, 
assistant professor of drawing and 
painting, begins at 6 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Oct. 19, in McDaniel Hall 101. 
The lecture is free and open to the 
public. 

In this captivating lecture, we 
will delve into the intriguing world 
of coyotes, exploring not only their 
biological significance but also their 
profound influence on our culture 
and their relationship to humans 
as a whole. As we journey through 
the coyote’s complex role in the eco-
system, we’ll uncover the inspira-
tion behind artist and storyteller 
Mary Wilhelm’s narrative oil paint-
ings and how these creatures serve 
as nuanced and complex characters 
within her work. Coyotes, often mis-
understood and underappreciated 
animals, play a pivotal role in main-
taining ecological balance, and fill 
in ecological niches often left open 
by the expatriation of larger apex 
predators. As we unravel their eco-
logical importance, we’ll connect the 

dots between their resilience in the 
wild and the profound lessons they 
impart on our own narratives.

For more information on the Fac-
ulty Lecture Series, contact Jess Ga-
gliardi at 719-587-8921 or jgagliardi@
adams.edu.

Free faculty lecture on ‘Wildness 
and Imagination’ is Oct. 19

Courtesy photo

Adams State’s Mary Wilhelm will pres-
ent on ‘Wildness and Imagination’ at 
the Oct. 19 free faculty lecture.

NPS Superintendent to 
speak at Rotary meeting

Andrea Compton

Farmers 
Forum will 
cover what 
grants are 
available

By USDA

ALAMOSA — Join rep-

resentatives from the U.S. 

Department of Agricul-

ture (USDA) Rual Devel-

opment Colorado Alamosa 

Field Office on Oct. 25 at a 
Farmers Forum to discuss 

grant opportunities avail-

able through the Rural 

Energy for America Pro-

gram (REAP) and Value 

Added Producer Grants 

programs. These informa-

tive sessions will allow for 

an interactive dialogue for 

interested parties on pro-

grams available and how 

they can impact their op-

erations.

Stop by the USDA Ru-

ral Development in Ala-

mosa, 101 S. Craft Dr., 

from 10 a.m. to noon to see 

how you could save costs 

through renewable energy 

and efficiency. Talk about 
solar panels for pivot irri-

gation, pumps. Or consid-

er wind, hydropower and 

geothermal. Interested in 

diversifying revenue and 

entering new markets 

then come learn about our 

Value-Added Producer 

program.

USDA Rural Develop-

ment provides grants and 

loans to help rural resi-

dents buy or build homes, 

support low-income home-

owners repair and im-

prove their homes, expand 

economic opportunities, 

create jobs, and improve 

the quality of life in rural 

Colorado.

“Our programs help to 

support and promote ru-

ral American prosperity. I 

encourage farmers, ranch-

ers, and ag producers in 

the San Luis Valley area 

to stop by our office in Ala-

mosa and hear how our 

programs can assist them 

with their operations,” 

said USDA Rural Devel-

opment State Director Ar-

mando Valdez.

USDA Rural Develop-

ment is the lead federal 

agency helping rural com-

munities grow and prosper 

and has over 70 programs 

to support rural Colorado. 

Find more information at 

www.rd.usda.gov/co. For 

questions on the event, con-

tact amy.mund@usda.gov.

USDA Rural Development 
staff in Alamosa on Oct. 25

By ALAMOSA 
ROTARY CLUB

ALAMOSA —The 
Alamosa Rotary Club 
would like to invite all 
interested individuals 
to our regular meeting 
at 12 p.m. on Monday, 
Oct. 23. The meeting 
will be held at Juanito’s 
Mexican Kitchen, 2069 
First St., Alamosa.

Andrea Compton, Su-
perintendent at Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve, will 
be the speaker. The 
park protects a diverse 
landscape of grasslands, 
wetlands, forests, alpine 
lakes, and tundra along 
with the tallest dunes in 
North America. Comp-
ton will provide up-
dates on this past sum-
mer season at the park, 
and upcoming activities 
and visitor service im-
provements planned for 

the park in the future. 
Alamosa Rotary Club 
members will also meet 
at 5 p.m. on Oct. 23, for 
a litter clean-up project 
along Maroon Drive bor-
dering Alamosa High 
School. Interested com-
munity members are 
welcome to join the club 
in this service project.

The mission of Ro-

tary International is 
to provide service to 
others, promote integ-
rity, and advance world 
understanding, good-
will, and peace through 
our fellowship of busi-
ness, professional, and 
community leaders. For 
more information about 
Alamosa Rotary, vis-
it www.rotary.org/en.

By Marie Mccolm
MONTE VISTA — 

AT&T donated 50 laptops 
to Byron Syring DELTA 
Center and delivered a cer-
emonial check for $35,500 
to the Kids Connection on 
Oct. 11.

Guillermo Lambarri, di-
rector of External and Leg-
islative Affairs for AT&T, 
visited the Bryon Syring 
DELTA Center and per-
sonally issued the laptops 
to the center. 

Lambarri also visited 
Kids Connection and pre-
sented the oversized check 
to the Kids Connection, 
signifying the amount 
of grant money that had 
been given over time to the 
center to help support an 
after-school learning lab 
with technology.

“I was so excited for this 
opportunity for the kids. 
I really was. This is just 
wonderful for the kids. For 
them to be provided with 
this money and us to sup-
ply them with technology. 
This is just great,” said 
Kids Connection Director 
Anika Velasquez.

Lambarri spoke about 
the grant.

“This is actually 2 years 
in the making,” Lambarri 
said. “We have been work-
ing with (Monte Vista City 
Manager) Gigi Dennis and 
Anika Velasquez of Monte 
Vista Kids Connection. 
We provided them with 
a grant last year and this 
year which culminated in 
a total of $35,500, that we 
contributed to the Kids 
Connection Center. The 
reason for the grant is all 
centered around AT&T’s 
commitment to bridging 
the digital divide. We re-
alize that there are many 
kids in Colorado that 
don’t have digital basics at 
home, to be able to connect 
to the internet and access 
education resources that 
we know that they need to 
thrive. This also includes 
their families. We know 
that is such a necessity in 
our everyday lives.”  

Lambarri said AT&T 
was excited to help the San 

Luis Valley and grateful 
for Monte Vista Kids Con-
nection.

“We were happy to be 
able to provide some re-
sources down in the Valley. 
We are grateful to Monte 
Vista Kids Connection; 
they are such an amazing 
part of the community,” 
Lambarri said. “They bring 
so much needed help with 
taking care of kids after 
school. They help them do 
their homework and help 
them learn. This was just a 
perfect fit for us to be able 
to provide this grant for 
them and help them pur-
chase some much-needed 
equipment to add to their 
technology learning cen-
ter.”

Velasquez said they ap-
plied for the grant after a 
phone call from Lambarri.

“I received a call from 
Guillermo from AT&T, and 
he stated that the company 
wanted to support our cen-
ter technology wise and 
asked what we needed,” 
she said. “It was literally 
a phone call and quick dis-
cussion about things. The 
next thing I know we were 
able to write a grant and 
we were able to purchase 
tables and chairs for our 
homework room, which we 
are now calling the MVKC 
Tech Connection Learning 
Lab.”

Velasquez said they pur-
chased a laptop charging 
station, 3-D Printer and 
printing supplies, and a 
big workstation for the 3-D 
printer.

The initial grant was 
about $15,000 and then in 

March or April of this year, 
Dennis sent Velasquez an 
email stating AT&T was 
interested in doing more. 
Another phone call led to 
a second round of funding.

“We received a second 
round of grant funding,” 
Velasquez said. “We were 
able to purchase STEM 
kits. Those are somewhere 
in the shipping process. 
We were able to purchase 
an overheard interactive 
projecting unit. I got it be-
cause they are learning-
based games. I wanted 
something in the tech room 
that felt like the little kids 
belonged in there. I un-
derstand the importance 
of technology, but for our 
smaller kids I think it’s 
better to develop their 
imagination and learn how 
to play without technology 
at that age, so that was 
why I purchased this.”

Velasquez said it nice to 
have Lambarri come down 
and see how the funding 
was being used at the cen-
ter.  

Velasquez said the tech-
nology center is having an 
impact on the children.

“It’s exciting to see how 
excited the kids are,” she 
said. “I never dreamt we 
would have any of this. To 
see the kids browse and 
brainstorm through things 
on that 3-D printer. Just 
having one there and avail-
able to the kids. This is 
hopefully giving our kiddos 
the opportunity to dream 
about something this big. 
This is just the best. We 
are happy and so grateful 
to AT&T.”
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Navarro
■ Continued from Page 1

Healing
■ Continued from Page 1

In addition to a pro-
fessional music career 
in music that spans 40 
years, Navarro’s had 
an equally successful 
film career that is just 
as long, having voiced 
(among other things) 
characters in “Pirates of 
the Caribbean 5,” “The 
Book Of Life,” and the 
“Playmobil Movie.”

But that resume is 
just a reflection of what 
Dan Navarro creates 
every time he gets on a 
stage. At its core, Na-
varro’s music is deeply 
authentic and as varied 
as the human experi-
ence. 

“The urge to write 
stemmed from the urge 
to create something 
that was personal that 
I could sing,” he told 
the Valley Courier. “I 
started as a musician in 

the fourth grade and the 
feeling of music cours-
ing through my body as 
part of that ensemble 
was just the greatest 
feeling imaginable. It 
was as exhilarating and 
uplifting as anything 
I’ve ever experienced or 
have experienced since 
then.

“The idea was of cre-
ating something that 
expressed what I felt in-
side — usually issues of 
fear and disconnection 
and alienation or un-
certainty with the hope 
of something better. As 
I kept doing and doing 
it, I got closer to why it 
was important to me. 

“And now, 50 to 60 
years later, it continues 
to inspire me to express 
those things. Playing 
and singing and writing 
and performing for an 
audience. I give to the 
audience, they give back 
to me and it’s like a cir-
cuit and feeds on itself. 

With any luck, I’ll con-
tinue to do it for the rest 
of my life.”

Navarro’s voice is rich 
and strong with just 
enough fray on the edg-
es to reflect how it has 
been seasoned over the 
years. One song, accom-
panied by gentle licks 
on his acoustic guitar, 
will feel intensely inti-
mate and tell a story of 
painful reflection that 
can lead a person to 
think, at least once, has 
this guy been reading 
my mail? That song can 
be followed by another 
upbeat, alive, and full of 
the drive found in rock 
and roll. 

Yet, across a huge, 
diverse playlist that 
comes after writing and 
performing for decades, 
there is an undercur-
rent of connection with 
the listener, also caus-
ing a person to think, at 
least once, how have I 
missed listening to this 

guy all these years?
As it turns out, that 

feeling of a universal 
connection is just baked 
into how he writes. 

“My writing isn’t 
canned... I don’t sit down 
to write something that 
I think people can relate 
to,” he says. “It’s more 
like trying to unravel 
the things that drove 
me to write, which was 
usually like some kind 
of emotional upheaval. 
Like I need to get this 
down to get these feel-
ings out of me. It’s a vis-
ceral, explosive act in 
its own sense.”

After experiencing 
that feeling of “let me 
get this out,” Navarro 
came to realize the com-
mon ground that people 
share. 

“People often have 
the same triggers, 
whether it’s the sense 
of lamenting a loss or 
a bad choice, which 
is usually driven by a 

need to connect in a 
way that isn’t present-
ing itself easily,” he 
says. “Writing…it’s like 
throwing something out 
there that someone can 
catch. And when they 
do, when they catch it, 
that creates the con-
nection. And I have to 
admit the thing that 
inspired me to do that 
was when I received 
what was thrown my 
way, from Frank Sina-
tra to Joni Mitchell to 
Prince. That’s when I 
knew that I wanted to 
be expressing it, too, for 
other people to catch.” 

Music is a form of 
healing, he says.

“It’s like a massage. 
When I rub a muscle 
that aches, it starts to 
feel better. Music is 
like that. That pain is 
released. I’ve spent my 
whole career trying to 
heal myself in that way. 
Once I get there, maybe 
I’ll stop, but that hasn’t 

happened yet,” he says.
Navarro is also clear 

that it is the pain that 
motivates him to create.

“Joy inspires me to 
live life, actively. Walk 
along a beach. Take a 
hike. Drive a convert-
ible very, very fast. It’s 
the pain that causes me 
to sit down in a little 
tiny corner and focus 
in,” he says. 

No matter how it is 
described, writing about 
Navarro’s music does 
not truly capture the 
depth and richness of 
what he creates on a 
nightly basis. 

That must be experi-
enced in person, which 
will happen at 7:30 p.m. 
on Thursday at Society 
Hall. Tickets cost $20 
before the performance 
and $25 at the door. 
They are available at 
the Green Spot on State 
Avenue in Alamosa or 
by going to www.soci-
etyhall.com.

color who was walking 
her dog on the bridge, 
showed the wall had 
been vandalized with 
an offensive racial slur 
scrawled in red paint.

Instead of focusing on 
anger, community activ-
ist, Sandy Ortega, pro-
duced an idea that em-
bodied the challenge to 
“be the change you want 
to see.”

“Let’s paint a mural,” 
Ortega wrote in the 
comments, suggesting 
that the community not 
only remove the slur but 
replace it with a work of 
art.

The idea was imme-
diately embraced by 
others, including Lisa 
Lucero, a community or-
ganizer known for pull-
ing together a coalition 
of resources and people 
focused on outcomes 
and achieving a specific 
goal. 

Within hours, Lucero 
had gotten permission 
from Andy Rice, director 
of Alamosa’s Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
to paint a mural and 
reached out to possible 
funders for the project.

And that is how the ad 
hoc “Alamosa Communi-
ty Unity Mural Project” 
was born. 

Within a few days, ex-
traordinary muralists, 
artists and San Luis 
Valley natives Bianca 

Maestas and Katie Dok-
son set to work on power 
washing the wall. Then, 
donating all their time 
to the project, the art-
ists created the design 
for a stunning mural 
that communicates the 
beauty and unity found 
in Alamosa. 

As it turns out, anoth-
er group of community 
members were propos-
ing a “Day of Kindness,” 
which will be pro-
claimed as such by Ala-
mosa City Council dur-
ing its Wednesday night 
meeting.

Against that back-
drop, members of the 
community will gather 

at the pedestrian bridge 
in Cole Park at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 21, 
where, until 2 p.m. Sat-
urday afternoon, they 
will bring the mural 
to life as they “paint 
by number” the design 
Maestas and Dokson 
created. 

Maestas and Dokson 
will put the finishing 
touches to the mural on 
Sunday, Oct. 22.

The mural created by 
Maestas, Dokson and 
the Community Unity 
Project on Alamosa’s 
Day of Kindness at-
tempts to turn an area 
of hurt and pain into an 
area of healing.

By JOHN WATERS

Courier News Editor

CRESTONE— On 

Oct. 9, the Crestone 

Board of Trustees ac-

cepted a Report on the 

Audit of the Financial 

Statements for the year 

ending 2022 from the 

accounting firm of Len-

ny Merriam CPA, CFE, 

PLLC, during their reg-

ular meeting.

In 2022, the Town 

budgeted revenues were 

forecast to be $1,443,311 

and the actual amount 

was $616,924. Total ex-

penditures were bud-

geted to be $1,679,863 

and actual expendi-

tures were $904,139. 

The resulting deficit of 

$287,215 came out of 

the fund balance that 

was $692,984 and re-

duced to $405,769.

“There wasn’t as much 

grant revenue, that was 

a major cause for that,” 

said Lenny Merriman of 

the reduced revenue at 

the meeting.

In the report, Mer-

riam notes qualitative 

aspects of the account-

ing practices of the 

Town. This is a normal 

accounting protocol. 

“I encountered no sig-

nificant difficulties in 

dealing with manage-

ment in performing and 

completing my audit,” 

and “The significant ac-

counting policies used 

by the Town of Crest-

one, Colorado are de-

scribed in Note 1 to the 

financial statements. I 

noted no transactions 

entered into by the 

Town of Crestone, Colo-

rado during the year for 

which there is a lack of 

authoritative guidance 

or consensus. All signif-

icant transactions have 

been recognized in the 

financial statements in 

the proper period.”

Earlier this year, the 

Town Trustees met to 

discuss a supplemental 

budget that slashes rev-

enue projections for the 

2023 Fiscal Year due to 

“staffing changes,” that 

have left the municipal-

ity short. According to 

the supplemental bud-

get, the reduction in 

revenue is precipitated 

“Primarily [by] a deci-

sion not to apply for mul-

tiple grants was made 

due to staffing changes 

that imposed limits on 

the availability to man-

age the projects to be 

funded by grants.”

Currently, the web-

site for the Town has 

six employment vacan-

cies including a Clerk 

Administrator, a Dep-

uty Clerk, and a Public 

Works Superintendent.

According to the pro-

posed supplemental 

budget, the General 

Fund Revenues for the 

town have been reduced 

from the previously 

approved amount of 

$2,084,203 to $585,055 

a reduction of 71.9%.

It is not known when 

the trustees may consid-

er the proposed supple-

mental budget for 2023 

again.

Courier photo by John Waters

The Town of Crestone Board of Trustees met on Oct. 9 and approved the financial au-
dit for 2022. In this file photograph, residents attended a budget meeting in August. 

Town of Crestone accepts 2022 audit

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

DEL NORTE — After 
six months of construc-
tion, Jody Kern, Director 
of the Rio Grande Coun-
ty Department of Social 
Services (RGCDSS), 
was announced that the 
new addition to the so-
cial service building is 
complete and is ready 
to welcome clients from 
the community.

“We did this for our 
community and the peo-
ple we serve. Not only 
will this help us stream-
line services to the com-
munity, it also makes 
for a nicer, more secure 
work area for my staff,” 
explained Kern. “We 
have such wonderful 
support from the county 
and everyone who uses 
our office, so for that, 
we say thank you.”

Since 2020, when the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
hit Rio Grande County, 
Kern and her staff real-
ized quickly how much 
more space could mean 
to their clientele and 
staff.

“We learned a lot that 
year and with how busy 
we were. We knew then 

that we needed to think 
about making a change,” 
she said.

Prior to the addition, 
clients going to Rio 
Grande County Social 
Services were greeted 
by a small waiting room 
with about six chairs, 
information pamphlets 
and a copy machine. 
Now, the room opens 
to improved and spe-
cial seating, a confer-
ence room, desk, private 
bathroom, and other cli-
ent comforts.

“We really wanted 
people to have room 
and resources to do 
what they needed to do 
while they were here. 
We added big screen 
TVs that can be used for 
our classes, open seat-
ing so people don’t feel 
so crowded, and the ad-
dition of a public bath-
room was huge for us; 
we wanted to offer that 
comfort to our clients,” 
said Kern.

In the back of the 
waiting room is a large 
conference area where 
staff and clients can 
meet for various pur-
poses, including hosting 
classes. While walking 

back through the secu-
rity door, the open-office 
plan offers more space 
to administrative staff 
and adds to the security 
for the entire building. 

The back-office area 
was transformed into a 
resource area for staff 
that includes copiers, 
printers, and office sup-
plies. It opened up valu-
able space for other uses 
including a coffee break 
area, which was some-
thing the staff really 
appreciated. The proj-
ect also included heated 
sidewalks to help the 
western facing building 
with the ice that accu-
mulates during the win-
ter months.

“We work so many 
hours and we do so 
many things, all of this 
will benefit our clients 
as well as our staff and 
we are grateful that the 
funding and opportunity 
came along,” said Kern.

The project was made 
possible through the 
work done by contrac-
tor Bob Vanlwaarden, 
the project builder, and 
Brad Ash, the project 
architect with Reynolds 
and Ash.

RGC Social Service 
addition complete

Online - www.alamosanews.com
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Skunks love au-
tumn as our backyard 
gardens fill up with 
ripe vegetables. But 
in my northern New 
Mexico corn patch, 
that meant a deter-
mined skunk chowing 
down on ears of corn 
every night. What fol-
lowed next was a co-
nundrum: I wanted it 
gone but didn’t know 
how to make that 
happen.

My initial attempt, spreading coyote-
urine crystals from the hardware store, 
failed to repel the raids. Then a Norteno 
gardener friend advised hanging moth-
balls in bags on the fence. Nope, no ef-
fect.

My plumber friend said he got rid of a 
big skunk family that took up residence 
under his mother’s house by borrow-
ing a trap from the county’s agricul-
ture extension agent. He used cat food 
as bait—but all he caught was cats. 
Switching to fresh eggshells, he said 
he caught the entire skunk family, one 
striped marauder at a time. 

A farmer neighbor’s advice was simi-
lar: “Get a Havahart trap.” I got one 
and the skunk ended up inside, but 
then what?

I called Taos County Animal Con-
trol. The agent said they don’t handle 
skunks and gave me two options: a pri-
vate critter-control outfit or dropping 
it off myself “somewhere in the moun-
tains.” And oh yes, be sure to cover the 
trap with a tarp when you approach 
to block possible spray, and minimize 
alarming the animal because you know 
why.

Not wanting to release the skunk in 
the yard where it might spray my dogs, 
I recruited an agile friend to carry the 
cage about 400 yards away to a fallow 
field protected by a conservation ease-
ment. The corn-chomper was back the 
next night.

Then I read on the Havahart company 
website that skunks should be released 
at least 10 miles away. Somebody said 
that skunks had been dumped west of 
me across the Rio Grande Gorge, in an 
area colloquially known as otra banda, 
a mix of private and public land.

This turned out to be a terrible idea. 
When I floated that alternative with 
a Facebook Taos Farm and Garden 
group, I quickly learned that dumping 

When a 
skunk goes 
after your 

garden

Richard
Rubin

Writers On 
The Range

Courtesy Photo

a skunk across the gorge was anything 
but welcome. “Not near my backyard!” 
was the reaction.

The idea of dumping the skunk also 
led to accusations of animal cruelty be-
cause I’d be removing the animal “from 
his family and home range.” A few peo-
ple had an easy solution, though not 
one I liked: “Just shoot it.”

What seemed doable was that early 
suggestion to drop off the skunk “some-
where” in the mountains, and I knew 
of some Bureau of Land Management 
land that included a National Conser-
vation Area for wildlife. 

But first I called the Taos BLM office 
to check. The clerk commiserated with 
my garden losses, said they have no pol-
icy on this issue, and directed me to the 
New Mexico Department of Game and 
Fish. The main office in Santa Fe veri-
fied that trapping a skunk was legal on 
my own property and referred me to the 
local Taos game wardens.

They said because skunks aren’t 
regulated as “non-game animals,” they 
could be moved to public lands where 
the BLM and the Forest Service have no 
restrictions on freeing trapped skunks. 
A solution at last.

So, wrapping the cage in a tarp, I 
drove the skunk 10 miles away to its 
new home, gave it time to adjust, and 
then opened the trap door. Out it bolt-
ed, taking off at a fast waddle across the 
sagebrush field. I hoped to never see it 
— or any member of its family — again.

Out of an abundance of caution, 
though, I set the trap again, because 
skunks are often seen at night travel-
ing along the dry acequias (irrigation 
ditches), in my neighborhood. I learned 
that skunks have competitors for sar-
dine bait — this one a tabby housecat 
without a collar.

I let the cat go, and a week later, 
we’re eating corn without competition. 
Our trap still sits in the corn patch, un-

By ANNE KELLY
12th Judicial District Attorney

I met with her early in the morning be-
fore court started that day. The bruises 
and cuts on her face were glaring. I was 
a prosecutor just starting my career and 
had only a superficial understanding of 
the dynamics of intimate partner vio-
lence. Police arrested her husband after 
repeatedly punching her in the face.  Af-
ter reading the police reports and seeing 
the physical results of that assault, I was 
highly motivated to prosecute this man. I 
was not prepared for what she was about 
to tell me. She told me she wanted to drop 
the charges. She did not want me to pros-
ecute the man that caused so much ob-
vious pain and humiliation. As a young, 
eager prosecutor, I could not understand 
her position. Today I do.       

Over the course of my career as a pros-
ecutor, this scenario has played out with 
many variations on the same theme. 
Prosecutors and law enforcement officers 
alike sometimes become discouraged and 
disheartened by these scenarios because 

we want to keep victims safe and hold of-
fenders accountable. The most effective 
and compassionate way to address these 
challenging cases is to develop an educat-
ed understanding of the complex dynam-
ics that drive an offender’s behavior and 
a victim’s response.  

What has become clear to me through 
my connections with victims is that inti-
mate partner violence is often just a piece 
of a larger dynamic. The driving force in 
these relationships is one partner’s goal 
of achieving power and control over the 
other. Offenders with the goal of power 
and control use violence as only one of 
the methods of achieving that goal. A 
controlling violent offender has a toolbox 
of methods designed to keep their part-
ners scared, obedient, compliant and loy-
al. The effect? Victims may be unable to 
protect themselves, envision a way out or 
participate in the process of holding their 
offenders accountable.  

It is critical to look deeper into the vio-
lence to understand and recognize the 
other “tools” at play. One of the most 

effective methods of controlling an inti-
mate partner is using psychological or 
emotional manipulation. I have seen of-
fenders beat down their partners with 
words designed to ensure the destruc-
tion of a victim’s sense of self-worth and 
dignity. Offenders may manipulate their 
partners by threatening suicide or other 
self-harm if victims talk about ending 
the relationship. This creates an impos-
sible burden of guilt that keeps victims 
trapped. Offenders will often attempt to 
disconnect their partners from their sup-
port systems like family or friends who 
may notice the offender’s behavior and 
intervene. Victim blaming apologies and 
threats keep victims in a state of hyper-
vigilance and fear. “I’m sorry for that, 
but if you would just stop doing (fill in 
the blank), I wouldn’t react that way.” “If 
you don’t call the police and recant your 
statement, we will lose the house, the 
kids, etc.”  

Another common method offenders use 
to control their partners is to gain access 
to their partner’s electronic devices to 

monitor communication and track their 
partner’s location. I have seen a dramatic 
increase in violent offenders’ use of hid-
den or not so hidden apps that track who 
a victim is talking to and whether they 
took a detour on their way home from 
work.     

For our community members who are 
fearful of immigration status, offenders 
may threaten to “call the authorities” 
and “have you deported” if victims report 
the violence to the police. This particu-
lar barrier to safety for our immigrant 
community is especially powerful and 
devastating for victims of intimate part-
ner violence who may not have access 
to contrary information. Threatening a 
crime victim with deportation or other 
immigration consequences is a class four 
felony. Because of the gravity and impact 
of such a threat, I am committed to ag-
gressively prosecuting that behavior.  

The methods offenders use to control 
their partners makes it challenging for 
victims of intimate partner violence to 
participate in the prosecution of their 
offenders or to protect themselves from 
future violence. We live in a community 
that takes care of one another. It is in-
cumbent upon us to recognize the signs 
of a controlling violent relationships and 
support victims caught in this trap of 
power and control. The District Attor-
ney’s Office is committed to holding these 
violent offenders accountable, but our 
community can do its part by recognizing 
these dangerous signs of abuse and sup-
porting our friends and neighbors where 
they are at. The District Attorney’s Office 
works closely with community groups 
like Tu Casa to increase awareness of the 
challenging dynamics of intimate partner 
violence and provide support to victims.  

If you are in an abusive relationship 
or have concerns about someone’s safety, 
call the National Domestic Violence Hot-
line at 1-800-799-7233 or Tu Casa in Ala-
mosa at 719-589-2465.

baited but ready, just in case, though I 
know what to do now: Que sera, sera.

Richard Rubin is a contributor 
to Writers on the Range, writerson-
therange.org, an independent nonprofit 

dedicated to spurring lively conversa-
tion about the West. He writes in Arroyo 
Seco, New Mexico, where he’s volunteer 
steward of the historic Aldo and Estella 
Leopold house, managed by the Forest 
Service.

Understanding intimate partner power and control dynamics



Wednesday, October 18, 2023 Valley Courier Page 5



Sports

Sports 
Bulletin

Follow sports editor 
Ken Hamrick on 

Twitter. His handle is 
@KenHamrick 1.

SCHEDULE
THURSDAY

Prep girls volleyball
Sargent at Monte 

Vista, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep football

Mountain Valley at 
Primero, 1 p.m.

Monte Vista at Cen-
ter, 6 p.m.

Manzanola at San-
gre de Cristo, 6 p.m.

Sanford at Mancos, 

6 p.m.
Alamosa at Florence, 

7 p.m.
Centauri at Ignacio, 

7 p.m.
Prep cross country

Antonito, Centauri, 
Centennial, Center, 
Del Norte, Monte Vista, 
Sargent at Class 2A Re-
gion 3 Meet (at Buena 
Vista), 11 a.m.

Alamosa at Class 
3A Region 2 Meet (at 
Monument Valley Park, 
Colorado Springs), 2 
p.m.

Prep boys soccer
Lake County at Ala-

mosa, 4 p.m.
Prep girls softball
Alamosa vs. Stras-

burg (Class 3A State 
Tournament at Au-
rora), 12:15 p.m.
Prep girls volleyball

Mountain Valley at 

Primero, 1:30 p.m.
Sanford at Mancos, 

2 p.m.
Del Norte at Swink, 

3 p.m.
Monte Vista at South 

Park, 3 p.m.
Antonito at Center, 

4 p.m.
Sierra Grande at Co-

topaxi, 4 p.m.
College men’s 

soccer
Metropolitan State 

Denver at Adams State, 
3 p.m.

College women’s 
soccer

Adams State at Met-
ropolitan State Denver, 
6 p.m.

College women’s 
volleyball

Metropolitan State 
Denver at Adams State, 
6 p.m.
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Splashland reverse sprint 

triathlon results
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
A L A M O S A  – 

Splashland hosted a 
reverse sprint triathlon 
on Saturday. The race 
was sponsored by the USA 
Triathlon Association, 
a member of the US 
Olympic /Para lympic 
Committee, as well as 
Gatorade Endurance.

The triathlon started 
with a 3 ½-mile run, 
followed by a 10-mile bike 
race and then a 400-yard 
swim in Splashland’s 
geothermal hot springs 
pool.

There were 65 registered 
participants from Colorado 
and New Mexico.

Aaron Blondeau of 
Salida was the overall 
winner in 55:20. Piper 
Buck of Parker was the top 
female finisher in 1:06.03.

The participants are as 
follows:

Courtesy photos

Left: Aaron Blondeau of Salida was the overall 
winner of the Slashland Reverse Sprint Triathlon 
in 55:20. Right: Piper Buck of Parker was the top 
female placers in 1:06.03. The triathlon took place 
Saturday at Splashland.

Name    Bracket Hometown   Time
Aaron Blondeau   M 40-44 Salida   0:55.20
Kelley McCann   M 35-39 Colorado Springs  1:02.01
Ben Maxwell   M 45-49 Montrose   1:03.42
Jason Lee Jones   M 45-49 Buena Vista   1:05.22
Piper Buck    F 16-19 Parker   1:06.03
Kevin McCarroll   M 40-44 La Jara   1:06.11
Mike Trujillo   M 50-54 Antonito   1:07.55
Ryan Dickerson   M 40-44 Delta   1:08.48
Gtretchen Chamberlain   F 40-44 Salida   1:08.55
Ryan Goodman   M 35-39 Santa Fe, N.M.  1:08.57
Chad Mortensen   M 50-54 Alamosa   1:09.40
Randy Robinson   M 45-49 Mosca   1:09.50
Evan Bowden   M 25-29 Longmont   1:10.05
Keith Laube   M 55-59 Montrose   1:10.54
Julian Maendel   M 40-44 Alamosa   1:12.41
Jason Kelly    M 45-49 Alamosa   1:12.48
Emily Maxwell   F 40-44 Montrose   1:12.59
David Jackson   M 60-64 La Jara   1:13.23
Beth Wehe    F 35-39 Alamosa   1:13.25
Lisa Greer    F 30-34 Colorado Springs  1:15.29
Jeremy Koselak   M 45-49 Colorado Springs  1:15.46
Vincent Capelle   M 25-29 Colorado   1:15.47
C.J. Koselak    M 0-15 Colorado Springs  1:17.20
Gustavo Goler   M 60-64 Taos, N.M.   1:17.52
Dave Mamich   M 65-69 Greeley   1:20.03
Jerry Tafoya   M 20-24 Albuquerque, N.M.  1:20.12
Amy Maendel   F 35-39 Alamosa   1:20.32
Vanessa Zwegers   F 35-39 Alamosa   1:20.33
Sanji Gauli    M 30-34 Denver   1:20.56
Forrest McCleary   M 35-39 Alamosa   1:21.11
Stephanie Archuleta   F 35-39 La Jara   1:22.01
Marta Pap    F 45-49 Denver   1:22.12
Jody Mortensen   F 55-59 Alamosa   1:22.21
Marco Granados   M 25-29 Colorado Springs  1:24.44
Alexander Bair   M 25-29 Albuquerque, N.M.  1:25.21
Alice Fitzgerald   F 60-64 Trinidad   1:28.46
James Greer   M 60-64 Colorado Springs  1:33.47
Julie Laube    F 55-59 Montrose   1:35.11
Robert Montoya   M 55-59 Westminster  1:36.55
Natalie Weiss   F 25-29 Albuquerque, N.M.  1:37.29
Randy Canney   M 60-64 Salida   1:38.13
Joe Day    M 55-59 Gunnison   1:40.30
Christel Gesterling   F 35-39 Rio Rancho, N.M.  1:43.01
Chuck Harper   M 70+ Littleton   1:43.16
Paul Fyfe    M 65-69 Albuquerque, N.M.  1:43.40
Kaden Koselak   M 0-15 Colorado Springs  1:44.23
Randi Dotter   F 60-64 Howard   1:45.19
Ruth Archuleta   F 65-69 Alamosa   1:52.07
James Divine   M 55-59 Colorado Springs  1:59.21
Chad Pompa   M 30-34 Pueblo   1:59.36
Marcus Hernandez   M 35-39 Pueblo   2:00.12
Jeffrey Crawley   M 45-49 Gunnison   2:05.29

3-person relay
Name    Division Hometown   Time
Wannabees    Open La Jara   1:03.59
Tri Amigos    Open Westminster  1:19.31
Dash Flash Splash   Open Sanford   1:22.55

FOOTBALL
CLASS 2A TRI-PEAKS LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
La Junta   3-0 7-0
Florence   3-0 5-2
Alamosa   2-1 2-5
Woodland Park  1-2 2-5
Lamar   0-3 3-4
Manitou Springs  0-3 3-4

CLASS 1A SOUTH CENTRAL LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Centauri   3-0 5-2
Monte Vista  3-0 5-2
Ignacio   2-1 3-4
Del Norte   1-2 2-5
Center   0-3 0-7
Trinidad   0-3 0-7

8-MAN MOUNTAIN LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Mancos   3-0 6-1
Dove Creek   1-1 5-2
Sanford   1-1 5-2
Sargent   1-2 4-3
Dolores   0-2 2-5

6-MAN SOUTHWEST LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Branson/Kim  4-0 6-1
La Veta   3-1 5-3
Sierra Grande  3-2 6-2
Primero   2-2 4-3
Mountain Valley  1-3 3-4
Sangre de Cristo  0-5 2-6
Last week’s scores

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
CLASS 3A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Alamosa   7-1 13-5
Centauri   7-1 13-5

Pagosa Springs  3-5 6-10
Bayfield   3-5 5-13
Montezuma-Cortez  0-8 2-15

CLASS 2A SOUTHERN PEAKS LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Sargent   4-1 14-5
Buena Vista   5-2 11-6
Del Norte   5-2 9-11
Trinidad   4-2 14-3
Sanford   4-3 10-8
Center   2-5 6-11
Monte Vista  1-5 4-12
Crested Butte  1-6 7-12

CLASS 1A SOUTHERN PEAKS LEAGUE
   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Sangre de Cristo  5-0 11-8
Antonito   4-1 7-12
Creede   2-3 6-10
Sierra Grande  2-3 4-13
Mountain Valley  1-4 3-15
Centennial   1-4 1-13

BOYS SOCCER
CLASS 3A INTERMOUNTAIN LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L-T W-L-T
Pagosa Springs  4-0-1 6-6-2
Bayfield   3-0-1 7-4-1
Alamosa   2-4-0 2-11-0
Montezuma-Cortez  0-5-0 2-9-1

GIRLS SOFTBALL
CLASS 3A TRI-PEAKS LEAGUE

   League Overall
Team   W-L W-L
Wiley   7-1 18-3
Rocky Ford   7-1 16-9
Lamar   6-2 17-8
La Junta   6-2 15-10
Alamosa   4-4 13-9
Woodland Park  3-5 7-16
Dolores Huerta  2-6 7-7
James Irwin  2-6 4-13
Florence   0-8 0-23

High school standings
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Nation

Friday, October 20

Men &Women’s Soccer vs Metropolitan 

State University Denver at Alamosa, 

Colo.

 3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball vs #6 Metropolitan 

State University of Denver at Alamosa, 

Colo.

6:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 21

Men & Women’s Cross Country vs 

Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference 

Championship at Denver, Colo.

10:45 a.m. - 11:35 a.m.

Football at Colorado Mesa University at 

Grand Junction, Colo.

1:00 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball vs RV Colorado 

School of Mines at Alamosa, Colo.

4:00 p.m.

Sunday, October 22

Men &Women’s Soccer vs Colorado 

School of Mines at Alamosa, Colo. 1:00 

p.m.
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By COLORADO 
NEWSLINE

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. House rejected Ohio’s 
Jim Jordan as a candidate 
for speaker on Tuesday in 
the first round of voting, 
though the chamber was 
expected to potentially con-
duct additional votes on Jor-
dan’s bid later in the day.

Jordan, co-founder of the 
far-right Freedom Caucus 
and one of the lawmakers 
who bolstered former Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s false 
claims about the 2020 elec-
tion, was unable to clinch 
the votes needed to hold 
the gavel amid concerns 
about his agenda and frus-
trations with his history 
inside and outside of Con-
gress. The House has now 
gone two weeks without a 
speaker.

Republican Reps. Don Ba-
con of Nebraska, Ken Buck 
of Colorado, Lori Chavez-
DeRemer of Oregon, An-
thony D’Esposito of New 
York, Mario Díaz-Balart 
of Florida, Jake Ellzey of 
Texas, Andrew Garbarino 
of New York, Carlos Gimé-
nez of Florida, Tony Gonza-
les of Texas, Kay Granger 
of Texas, John James of 
Michigan, Mike Kelly of 
Pennsylvania, Jen Kiggans 
of Virginia, Nick LaLota of 
New York, Doug LaMalfa of 
California, Mike Lawler of 
New York, John Rutherford 
of Florida, Mike Simpson 
of Idaho, Victoria Spartz of 
Indiana and Steve Womack 
of Arkansas, as well as all 
Democrats, voted against 
Jordan on the first ballot.

Florida Rep. Gus Bilira-
kis was the only Republican 
that didn’t vote.

House Republican Con-
ference Chair Elise Ste-
fanik, of New York, said in 
her nomination speech that 
Jordan is a “patriot” who 
would “go after corruption 
and deliver accountability.”

“Jim is the voice of the 
American people who have 
felt voiceless for far too long,” 
Stefanik said. “Whether as 
Judiciary chair, conserva-
tive leader, or representa-
tive for his constituents in 
west central Ohio, whether 
on the wrestling mat or in 
the committee room, Jim 
Jordan is strategic, scrappy, 
tough and principled.”

House Democratic Cau-
cus Chair Pete Aguilar, of 
California, nominated New 
York Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
for speaker, saying he was 
the clear candidate for any-
one who wanted a biparti-
san path ahead.

“The choice before us is 
simple, come together on a 
bipartisan path forward, or 
take us over the cliff,” Agui-
lar said. “Abandon the ex-
tremism that is preventing 
us from getting things done, 
or triple down on division 
and dysfunction.”

A vote today to make the 
architect of a nationwide 
abortion ban, a vocal elec-
tion denier and an insurrec-
tion insider to the speaker 
of this House would be a ter-
rible message to the country 
and our allies,” Aguilar said.

There was no majority of 
the vote needed to elect a 
speaker with Jeffries receiv-
ing 212 votes and Jordan 
receiving 200, while other 
lawmakers got some of the 
Republican votes.  

The stalemate comes two 
weeks after eight House Re-
publicans and Democrats 
voted to remove Kevin Mc-
Carthy as speaker about 
nine months into his tenure.

McCarthy had to hold 
15 separate votes in Janu-
ary before he was able to 
become speaker and only 
after making several agree-
ments behind closed doors 
with far-right members of 
the party.

After McCarthy an-
nounced he wouldn’t try 
again to become speaker, 
Louisiana’s Steve Scalise 
and Jordan announced 
their bids for the role.

Scalise, currently the ma-

Ohio’s Jim Jordan fails in bid for U.S. House 
speaker, leaving chamber paralyzed again

jority leader, won the first 
secret ballot nomination 
vote within the House Re-
publican Conference. But 
he never scheduled a floor 
vote and withdrew from the 
race after just one day.

Jordan had said after 
losing the first nomination 
vote that he would back 
Scalise on the floor, but sev-
eral of his followers refused 
to back their party’s speak-
er nominee.

House Republicans hud-
dled again Friday to take a 
second nomination vote for 
speaker, choosing between 
Jordan and Georgia’s Aus-
tin Scott.

Jordan won that nomina-
tion vote, but another se-
cret ballot taken afterward 
showed that more than 50 
House Republicans said 
they wouldn’t support him 
during a floor vote.

That gap dwindled over 
the weekend and through-
out Monday as several Re-
publicans, who said they 
would never back Jordan 
during a floor vote, an-
nounced public support.

Several holdouts re-
mained heading into Tues-
day’s floor vote, leaving 
Jordan short of the roughly 
217 votes he would need to 
become speaker.

Those holdouts main-
tained their opposition 
throughout the first ballot 
on Tuesday afternoon.

“I’m voting for a good, sol-
id, conservative Republican. 

That’s the only kind of per-
son I’ll vote for,” Giménez 
said immediately following 
the vote.

Rep. Dusty Johnson of 
South Dakota, said he an-
ticipated that Jordan might 
not have all the votes on 
the first ballot, but he said 
he remained hopeful that 
those GOP holdouts would 
flip.

“A lot of the people who 
are holding out are very rea-
sonable people,” Johnson 
said. “It’s my assessment 
that when people stay at 
the table that a deal is pos-
sible.”

Chavez-DeRemer, who 
voted for McCarthy on the 
first ballot, said she did so 
because he was the closest 
Republican to secure the 
necessary 217 votes, but 
that she would “continue to 
reassess where things stand 
as this process plays out.”

Pennsylvania GOP Rep. 
Mike Kelly introduced a 
resolution Monday night to 
elect Rep. Patrick McHenry 
as speaker pro tempore 
for up to 30 days. Approv-
ing that resolution would 
expand McHenry’s powers 
beyond what they are as the 
speaker pro tempore by des-
ignation, Kelly said.

Under the resolution, 
McHenry, a North Carolina 
Republican, would stay in 
the role until Nov. 17 — the 
same day government fund-
ing is set to expire — or un-
til a new speaker is elected, 

whichever is first.
McHenry has been serv-

ing as the speaker pro tem-
pore by McCarthy’s desig-
nation under a process put 
in place to ensure continu-
ity of government following 
the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks.

Chavez-DeRemer said 
she feared the chaos the 
last few weeks would only 
continue under a Jordan 
speakership. With the Re-
publican conference still bit-
terly divided, she said the 
chamber should empower 
McHenry.

“Until we can find clear 
consensus among the Re-

publican Conference, it’s 
time to give expanded au-
thority to Speaker Pro Tem-
pore McHenry so the House 
can resume governing,” she 
wrote on X, formerly Twit-
ter.

Kelly of Pennsylvania 
voted for Rep. Steve Scalise 
on the first ballot.

“We have elections for a 
reason,” Kelly said shortly 
before the vote.

He said he would reassess 
his support on additional 
ballots.

Rep. Victoria Spartz of 
Indiana told reporters on 
her way into the chamber 
that she would vote present 

if the vote count was not in 
Jordan’s favor.

On Monday night she 
said she believed “intimida-
tion techniques” were used 
to “push people on the floor 
before we find consensus.”

LaMalfa, who voted for 
McCarthy in the first round, 
said the process to reach a 
speaker nominee was “ter-
rible” but that he’ll pivot to 
Jordan.

“I’m voting for Jim Jor-
dan because he’s a good 
guy, and he’s done good 
work on committee, and we 
need to move forward with 
this place today and get our 
work done.”
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Kenneth Cole Wakasugi, a/k/a Cole Wakasugi, a/k/a Ken-
neth C. Wakasugi, Deceased, 
Case Number 2023PR30030
All persons having claims against the above-named estate are re-
quired to present them to the Personal Representative or to District 
Court of Costilla, County, Colorado, on or before January 29, 2024, or 
the claims may be forever barred.
Kimberly D. Wakasugi
Post Office Box 52
Blanca, Colorado  81123
No. 3579.
Published in the Valley Courier on September 23, October 7, & 14, 
2023.

NOTICE
The Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improve-
ment District No. 5 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
set for October 18, 2023 and will begin at 5:00 p.m. The meeting will 
be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District building, 8805 
Independence Way, Alamosa CO 81101. This meeting will also be 
held by Zoom teleconference.  The public may participate by attend-
ing the meeting in person or listen in to the meeting by dialing in to the 
Zoom/teleconference.  To join please call either number: 1-719-359-
4580 or 1-669-444-9171, enter the Webinar Id: 892 8930 9162##, 
and wait for the meeting to begin. There is no charge for this call. This 
meeting is open to the public. 
No. 3602.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 2023.

Notice of Request for Proposal for Ditch Cleaning and Mainte-
nance  

Subdistrict No. 5 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
seeking proposals from qualified equipment owners and operators 
to clean and maintain the channel along approximately 4,600 feet of 
irrigation ditches in Saguache County.  The contractor will be respon-
sible for supplying the equipment needed for the channel cleaning 
and will also be responsible for complying with existing regulations. 
In your response please include your qualifications to conduct this 
type of work, a cost estimate for completing the work and a timeline 
for completing the project.  For further questions, including arranging 
a site visit or to obtain a map, please contact Chris Ivers at 719-589-
6301 or chris@rgwcd.org. Proposals will be accepted through Octo-
ber 25th, 2023, and may be submitted in person or by mail to 8805 
Independence Way, Alamosa, CO, 81101, or by e-mail to chris@
rgwcd.org. 
No. 3604.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 
24, & 25, 2023.

X County Court __District Court  __Denver Juvenile Court
Alamosa County, Colorado

Court Address:
In the Matter of the Petition of:
__Adult:
or
X Parent/Petitioner: Marisa Garcia/Jose Lopez Gonzalez
For Minor child: Izavel Zyan Lopez Gonzalez
For a Change of Name to:  Izavel Zyan Lopez
DATE FILED:  October 3, 2023 3:50 PM
COURT USE ONLY
Case Number: 2023 C 187
Division   Courtroom
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on October 9, 2023 (date) that a Petition for a 
change of Names of a X Minor Child or __Adult has been filed with 
the Alamosa County Court.
The Petition requests that the name of Izavel   Zyan   Lopez Gonzalez
First Name  Middle Name  Last Name
Be changed to
Izavel    Zyan    Lopez
First Name  Middle Name  Last Name
By Nikki  Quintana
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 3606.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 13, 14, & 17, 2023.

NOTICE
County Court ffiDistrict Court Denver Juvenile Court
SAGUACHE_ County, Colorado
Court Address:501 4rn STREET, SAGUACHE CO
In the Matter of the Petition of:
Adult:
or
ffiParent/Petitioner: DENISE MARTINEZ for Minor Child:JAIDEN 
DANIEL ATENCIO
For a Change of Name to: JAIOEN MARTINEZ
COURT USE ONLY
Case Number:2023CV3
Division C Courtroom
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on OCT 10, 2023 (date) that a Petition for a 
Change of Name of a
ffiMinor Child or Adult has been filed with the SAGUACHE Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
JAIDEN     DANIEL      ATENCIO  
First Name. Middle Name Last Name
be changed to
JAIDEN     MICHAEL MARTINEZ 
First Name  Middle Name Last Name
By Pearl Gutierrez
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 3607.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, & 20, 2023.

NOTICE
County Court ffiDistrict Court Denver Juvenile Court
SAGUACHE_ County, Colorado
Court Address:501 4TH STREET, SAGUACHE CO
In the Matter of the Petition of:
Adult:
or
ffiParent/Petitioner: DENISE MARTINEZ for Minor Child:JAYLAH 
ATENCIO
For a Change of Name to:JAYLAH MARTINEZ
COURT USE ONLY
Case Number:2023CV4
Division C  Courtroom
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on OCT 10 2023 (date) that a Petition for a 
Change of Name of a
ffiMinor Child or Adult has been filed with the SAGUACHE Court.
The Petition requests that the name of
JAYLAH.     DANIELLE     ATENCIO 
First Name  Middle Name  Last Name
be changed to
JAYLAH      DANIELLE MARTINEZ 
First Name  Middle Name Last Name
By Pearl Gutierrez
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 3608.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, & 20, 2023.

District Court 
Costilla County, Colorado

Court Address:
401 S Church Place
San Luis, CO 81152
In the Matter of the Estate of:
FRANK AUGUSTUS COSTA
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): 
Sarah Costa-Brand
31 Wagon Lane
Centereach, NY 11720
Phone Number: E-mail:
516-698-0104  Sarah.Costa17@gmail.com
Case Number:
Division  Courtroom
NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-10-
401, C.R.S.
To: John Rosario Costa and Michael Ilan Costa
Last Known Address, if any: ______ 
A hearing on The Estate of Frank Augustus Costa (title of pleading) 
for (brief description of relief requested):
Letters of Administration
will be held at the following time and location or at a later date to 
which the hearing may be continued:
Date: December 4, 2023 Time: 8:00 AM Courtroom or Division: Cos-
tilla County District Court
Address: 401 S Church Pl, San Luis, CO 81152
Sarah Costa-Brand
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice
31 Wagon Lane
Address
Centereach, NY 11720
City, State, Zip Code
No. 3609.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 21, & 28, 2023.

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on November 8th, 2023, at 4:45 
pm, at Del Norte Town Hall 140, Del Norte, CO, the Town of Del Norte 
Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing on Ordinance No. 756:  
An Ordinance Designating Site Selection and Construction of Major 
New Domestic Water Systems and Major Existing Domestic Water 
Systems and Municipal and Industrial Water Projects as Activities of 
State Interest.
Any person may appear at such hearing and present evidence upon 
any matter to be considered by the Town Board of Trustees.
This Ordinance is on file at Town Hall, 140 Spruce Street, and will 
be available for review during normal business hours.  All interested 
parties may attend this Public Hearing and/or may submit any written 
comments regarding this matter, which can be mailed to Town Hall, 
PO Box 249, Del Norte, CO 81132.
No. 3610.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 2023.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES & HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

Our organization is accepting competitive proposals for 12 self-help 
homes in Monte Vista: In the Tierra del Sol Subdivision.  We invite 
All contractors/sub-contractors to submit their proposal to CRHDC.  
Suppliers are welcome to submit proposals as well.  
Lumber mat’l & trusses
Interior and exterior paint package
Engineering work
Concrete-Excavation/ footer, stem wall  
Concrete - Flatwork
Roof framing only
Wall Framing(Interior & Exterior)
Metal Roofing, Facia and all Trim
Fencing, materials and installation
Electrical
Plumbing & heating–knowledge of E-star requirements
Drywall
Carpet, pad & installation
Carpet, pad & Sheet Vinyl
Cabinets, countertops & installation
Garage door & installation
Spray Foam insulation
Blower Door Testing
Gutters & installation
Sub-contractors or suppliers may obtain specifications & proposal 
packets during business hours 7:00 am to 3:00 pm @ 1016 West 
Avenue, Alamosa, CO
Deadline for bids is November 1, 2023 by 4:00 pm.
CRHDC reserves the right to accept and/or reject any or all proposals 
and waive all formalities.
No. 3612.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 
27, 28 & 31, 2023.

NOTICE OF BUDGET
FOR YEAR 2024

NOTICE is hereby given that a Proposed Budget has been submit-
ted to the Town of Center Mayor and Town Board of Trustees for the 
ensuing year of 2024 on October 10, 2023; a copy of such Proposed 
Budget has been filed in the Office of the Town of Center Town Man-
ager, where the same is open for public inspection; such Proposed 
Budget will be considered at the following Regular Meeting of the 
Town of Center Town Board to be held at the Center Town Hall, 294 
South Worth Street, Center, CO 81125 on Tuesday, December 12, 
2023 Regular Town Board Meeting for final adoption.
Any interested elector of the Town of Center may inspect the Pro-
posed Budget and file or register any objections thereto at any 
time prior to the final adoption of the budget. For more information 
please contact the Town of Center, 294 South Worth Street, Center, 
CO 81125, Telephone (719)754-3497 during regular business hours 
Monday through Friday.
No. 3613.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, 18, 20,  2023.

NOTICE OF 2023 COORDINATED ELECTION
STATE OF COLORADO
COUNTY OF CONEJOS

Notice is hereby given that the 2023 Coordinated Election will be held 
by mail ballot, and Voter Service and Polling Center, in the County of 
Conejos, in the State of Colorado, to be held Tuesday the 7th day of 
November 2023 between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Begin-
ning on October 16th, 2023, the Conejos County Clerk and Recorder 
will send a mail ballot to every active voter. To be counted, mail ballots 
must be returned to and in the hands of Conejos County Clerk and 
Recorder no later than 7:00 pm on Election Day, November 7th 
. POSTMARKS DO NOT COUNT.  Voters may also visit a Voter Ser-
vice and Polling Center until 7:00 pm on Election Day to register for 
the first time, update existing record or vote in person on accessible 
voting devices, at the location below.
Conejos County Clerk and Recorder’s Office VSPC
6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129
Monday through Friday (Oct. 16 – Nov. 6) 8:00AM to 4:00PM
Saturday (November 4) 8:00AM to 12:00PM
Tuesday, November 7 (Election Day) 7:00AM to 7:00PM
ADA accessible voting machines are available at VSPC listed above.
24 HOUR BALLOT DROP OFF BOXES
Conejos County Courthouse 
6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129
Monday through Friday (Oct. 16 – Nov. 6)
Tuesday, Nov. 7 (Election Day) Close at 7:00PM
La Jara Town Hall
211 Broadway Avenue La Jara, Colorado 81140
Monday through Friday (Oct. 16 – Nov. 6)
Tuesday, Nov. 7 (Election Day) Closes at 7:00PM
Affiliation Rules for voters affiliated with either Democratic or Repub-
lican parties remain the same, If you are not registered to vote in 
Colorado, and are a citizen of the United States, or will be 18 on or be-
fore the November 7th, 2023 (Election Day), you can register to vote 
until 7pm on Election Day.  You can register to vote or update your 
existing voter registration at GoVoteColorado.com or at the Conejos 
County Clerk and Recorders Office at 6683 County Road 13 Conejos, 
Colorado 81129.

AVISO DE ELECCIÓN COORDINADA DE 2023
ESTADO DE COLORADO
CONDADO DE CONEJOS
Por la presente se notifica que la Elección Coordinada de 2023 se 
llevará a cabo mediante boleta por correo, y Centro de Votación y 
Servicio al Votante, en el Condado de Conejos, en el Estado de Colo-
rado, a realizarse el martes 7 de noviembre de 2023 entre las horas 
de las 7 :00 a.m. y 7:00 p.m. A partir del 16 de octubre de 2023, el 
secretario y registrador del Condado de Conejos enviará una boleta 
por correo a cada votante activo. Para ser contadas, las boletas por 
correo deben entregarse y entregarse al secretario y registrador del 
Condado de Conejos a más tardar a las 7:00 pm del día de las elec-
ciones, el 7 de noviembre. 
LOS MATASELLOS NO CUENTAN. Los votantes también pueden 
visitar un centro de votación y servicio de votantes hasta las 7:00 
p. m. del día de las elecciones para registrarse por primera vez, ac-
tualizar el registro existente o votar en persona en dispositivos de 
votación accesibles, en la ubicación a continuación.
Oficina del secretario y Registrador del Condado de Conejos VSPC
6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129
De lunes a viernes (del 16 de octubre al 6 de noviembre) de 8:00 a. 
m. a 4:00 p. m.
Sábado (4 de noviembre) de 8:00 a. m. a 12:00 p. m.
Martes 7 de noviembre (día de las elecciones) 7:00 a. m. a 7:00 p. m.
Las máquinas de votación accesibles según la ADA están disponibles 
en el VSPC mencionado anteriormente.
UZONES DE ENTREGA DE BOLETA LAS 24 HORAS
Palacio de Justicia del Condado de Conejos
6683 County Road 13 Conejos, Colorado 81129
De lunes a viernes (del 16 de octubre al 6 de noviembre)
Martes 7 de noviembre (día de las elecciones) Cierre a las 7:00 p. m.
Ayuntamiento de La Jara
211 avenida Broadway La Jara, Colorado 81140
De lunes a viernes (del 16 de octubre al 6 de noviembre)
Martes 7 de noviembre (día de las elecciones) Cierra a las 7:00 p. m.
Las reglas de afiliación para votantes afiliados a los partidos 
demócrata o republicano siguen siendo las mismas, si no está regis-
trado para votar en Colorado y es ciudadano de los Estados Unidos, 
o cumplirá 18 años el 7 de noviembre de 2023 (día de las elecciones) 
o antes., puede registrarse para votar hasta las 7 p.m. del día de las 
elecciones. Puede registrarse para votar o actualizar su registro de 
votante existente en GoVoteColorado.com o en la Oficina del secre-
tario y Registradores del Condado de Conejos en 6683 County Road 
13 Conejos, Colorado 81129.
No. 3614.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14,  2023.

NOTICE OF BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to 
the East Alamosa Water and Sanitation District Board for the ensuing 
year 2024; a copy of such proposed budget has been filed in the of-
fice of East Alamosa Water and Sanitation District, where the same 
is open for public inspection; such proposed budget will be consid-
ered at the regular meeting of the East Alamosa Water and Sanitation 
District to be held at 10 Costilla Blvd. on November 9, 2023 at 6:00 
p.m.  Any interested elector of the East Alamosa Water and Sanita-
tion District may inspect the proposed budget and file or register any 
objections thereto at any time prior to the final adoption of the budget.  
The budget is available for review at 10 Costilla Blvd. between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday.
No. 3615.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

LOST CAT: $250 RE-
WARD for getting me 
back home! My name 
is “Chucky”. I’m a big 
chunky boy with bright 
blue eyes, long white 
whiskers, white paws, 
b la ck  a rou nd  b o t h 
eyes with white in the 
middle, white belly and 
black/brown top. Last 
seen near Bonney Dr., 
ALAMOSA,(BEHIND 
LOAF & JUG/Hwys. 17 
& 160) 10/4/23. 719-588-
4907. (10/17/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(10/27/23-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applications 
for a full-time MAIN-
TENANCE WORKER. 
Applicants must have 
experience operating 
heavy equipment such 
as backhoes and tractors 
and lawn equipment, as 
well as knowledge of 
general maintenance 
repairs, street repairs, 
weed control, mosquito 
spraying and under-
standing or willingness 
to gain knowledge of 
water and sewer opera-
tions. Applications may 
be picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. For 
more information call 
719-274-5363. (11/3/23)

Alamosa State Bank is looking to hire a 
full-time teller.  We are looking for an 

individual that is customer and community 
focused.  Cash handling and customer ser-

vice experience preferred.  Benefits include 
competitive salary – EOE. Outstanding 

benefit package to include a large percent-
age of health and dental insurance premi-

ums paid for employee and their family.  
Excellent 401K retirement plan to include 

matching and profit-sharing contributions.  
Family friendly and community-oriented 

environment.  If you are interested in join-
ing a winning team, please apply in person 

at 2225 Main Street, Alamosa.
 Member FDIC- An Equal Opportunity Employer.

2225 Main St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2564

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applications 
for POLICE OFFICER. 
Must be currently Colo-
rado POST certified; 
willing to submit to 
background and crimi-
nal history checks as 
well as a psychological 
test. Salary ranges from 
$43,000.00 to $45,000 
depending on experi-
ence. The Town of La 
Jara offers an excellent 
benefit package that in-
cludes vision, dental and 
medical insurance, PTO 
and paid holidays. Ap-
plications may be picked 
up at La Jara Town Hall, 
221 Broadway. (11/3/23)

V C L C  A T 
HOMELAKE is seek-
ing permanent full-time 
REGISTERED NURSE 
(RN eligible for Sign-On 
Incentive), CUSTODI-
AN, DINING SERVIC-
ES, and CNA (CLIENT 
CARE AIDE) positions 
for our 24-hour Skilled 
Nursing Home as well 
as TEMPORARY CNA 
(PRN) POSITIONS. We 
offer competitive salary, 
retirement plan (Pub-
lic Employees Retire-
ment Account (PERA), 
401K/457), health and 
dental insurance op-
tions, life insurance, 
short term disability, 
11 paid holidays/year, 
paid sick, vacation and 
bereavement for per-
manent positions. Must 
have a current driver 
license; pass a CBI/FBI 
background check, and 
drug screen. Interested 
candidates in the above 
positions must complete 
an official State appli-
cation. http://agency.
governmentjobs.com/
colorado  Contact Nina 
Esquibel for assistance 
at 719-852-8215. For 
quest ions regarding 
available open shift(s) 
for RN, & CNA posi-
tions, contact Christina 
Gillenwater, ADON at 
719-852-5118. (10/24/23)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is cur rently accept-
ing applications for (1) 
MANASSA ELEMEN-
TARY PHYSICAL ED-
UCATION TEACHER, 
start date of November 
6, 2023. Applicants must 
hold a current Colorado 
Teaching License or the 
ability to obtain one. Ap-
plications are available 
at the Administration 
office, 17887 US Hwy 
285, La Jara, CO 81140 
or can be downloaded at 
www.northconejos.com.  
Application deadline is 
until position is filled. 
Subm it  appl ica t ion 
to Mr. Darren Edgar, 
Superintendent. EOE. 
(11/1/23)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY is hir ing 
a  C O N C U R R E N T 
ENROLLMENT AD-
V I SOR / R E C RU I T-
ER. This is a twelve-
month exempt, at-will, 
full-time position with 
a competitive salary 
and benefits. The pri-
mary responsibility of 
the position is manag-
ing student records and 
recruiting and advis-
ing high school con-
current students. This 
individual will report to 
the Executive Director 
of Extended Studies. A 
bachelor’s degree with 
relevant experience is 
required. Some in state 
travel is also required. 
For more information, 
please visit https://www.
adams.edu/hr/employ-
ment/ . (10/21/23)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting application for 
a Teacher Aid. This 
position is full time 
38 hours/ week. Must 
have a Colorado Shines 
Level 2 or equivalent. 
Starting pay is $15.50 
to $16.25 depends on 
experience. Applications 
are available at Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 
Sherman Ave., MONTE 
VISTA, Colorado. For 
more information, you 
may contact the Direc-
tor by email, Director@
MVheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. An em-
ployment application 
must be complete. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(10/21/23)

UNABLE TO DRIVE. 
NEED TRANSPOR-
TATION biweekly for 
shopping. Live 2 miles 
from Splashland. Text 
719-480-1990, Robert 
will return call. Prefer 
senior citizen, retired 
individual. (11/1/23)

W O R K I N G  T O -
GETHER FAMILY 
ADVOCATE- LA PU-
ENTE seeks a moti-
vated, qualified person 
to improve parent/child 
education, increase fam-
ily self-sufficiency and 
build community part-
nerships. We will train 
the candidate with the 
best written and oral 
communication skills. 
Join our staff of dedi-
cated professionals and 
learn the joys and satis-
faction of serving others. 
Send resume/work refer-
ences to hr@lapuente.
net . (10/31/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High School 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
COACH. Applications 
can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (10/31/23)
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
ASSISTANT COOK 
(Distr ict Wide). Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosa.k12.co.us/ For 
more information, con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (10/20/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  Ap-
plicant must pass a back-
ground check, be able to 
work independently, and 
be a forward-thinking 
individual with an over-
all team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Appli-
cant must also be able to 
work in all weather con-
ditions (snow removal/
general landscaping).  If 
interested, please contact 
Demo Trujillo, 719-657-
4040 x4007, dtrujillo@
urtigers.co.  Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co. (11/10/23)

IMMEDIATE OPEN-
ING FOR CAREGIV-
ER in MONTE VISTA. 
30/hrs. week, no cre-
dentials necessary, will 
train, excellent pay, in 
my home. 719-849-0483. 
(10/25/23)

LOCAL NONPROFIT 
ALPINE ACHIEVERS 
INITIATIVE is hiring 
a part-time RECRUIT-
MENT COORDINA-
TOR. Position will be 
flexible 25 hours/week, 
mostly remote, busiest 
January-April. Primary 
functions will be recruit-
ing AmeriCorps service 
members. See full job 
description and applica-
tion instructions at alpin-
eachievers.org. (10/25/23)

COSTILLA COUN-
TY IS SEEKING a 
CASEWORKER for 
the DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES. 
Annual Salary DOQ.  
Duties include: Intake 
and/or ongoing social 
casework services to 
families/adults, per-
forming assessments, 
counseling, and crisis 
intervention. Investi-
gate abuse, neglect and 
other forms of maltreat-
ment of children and 
adults. Bachelor’s De-
gree required. Applica-
tions can be picked up 
at the Costilla County 
Department of Social 
Services and returned at 
Costilla DSS, Attention 
Jackie Vigil, 233 Main 
Street, San Luis Colora-
do, 81152. Inquires call 
(719) 672-3481. EOE. 
(10/25/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d ip lom a  a nd  some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

SOUTHERN COL-
O R A D O  FA R M S 
(CENTER, CO) is hir-
ing an OFFICE MAN-
AGER/ACCOUNTING 
LIAISON. Full-time. 
Applicants must have 
accounting degree/ex-
perience or equivalent. 
Major responsibilities 
include preparation of 
financial reports for 
analysis, data manage-
ment of crop costs, in-
ventory management, 
and administrative du-
ties. Annual salary is 
$45k-$50k DOE. Send 
resume to emartinez@
southerncoloradofarms.
com. (10/25/23)

BAGGERS/STACK-
ERS NEEDED IMME-
DIATELY at WORLEY 
& MCCU LLOUGH. 
Please fill out applica-
tion at 2471 East County 
Road 7 North, MON-
TE VISTA, CO 81144. 
(10/24/23)

DEREK’S PLUMB-
I NG  H I R I NG  L I -
CENSED JOURNEY-
MAN PLUMBER. Pay 
based on experience. 
Ca l l  719-588- 0682. 
(10/24/23)

J O U R N E Y M A N 
BLOCK AND BRICK 
MASONS needed F/T 
in DURANGO, CO. 
Please contact Trig Ma-
sonry (970) 385-4404. 
(10/24/23)

NOW HIRING EXPE-
RIENCED PLUMBER. 
Looking for a hardwork-
ing, drug-free, depend-
able induvial with a 
clean driving record. 
Journeyman’s license 
a plus. Please call 719-
379-2770. (10/25/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School Year. Qual-
ifications; Must hold a 
valid State of Colorado 
Teacher’s License or 
such alternative as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact the 
District Office at (719) 
754-3442. Application 
Deadline: Until Position 
is Filled. EOE. (11/4/23)

SLV AHEC IS seeking a 
dedicated, energetic, and 
passionate High School 
Student Health Career 
Pipeline PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR to join 
our team. SLV AHEC 
has a long history of 
providing impor tant 
and helpful services for 
the SLV by addressing 
community needs, and 
has historically been 
a powerful agent of 
change, creating pro-
grams that often grow 
to become their own 
entities. For more infor-
mation email nakayla@
slvahec.org or call 719-
298-0177. SLV AHEC 
is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer. (10/21/23)

M A I N T E N A N C E 
PERSON WANTED 
for a 50 unit apartment 
complex in ALAMOSA, 
CO. Duties include but 
not limited to cleaning, 
minor plumbing, minor 
electrical, drywall repair, 
painting, and grounds 
keeping. Fax or email a 
letter of interest and/or 
resume to 712-274-1230 
or nnieman@landmark-
management.com  Equal 
Employment Opportu-
nity. (10/20/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accepting 
applications for a SEC-
ONDARY PARAPRO-
FESSIONAL. Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (10/18/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is accepting 
applications for a JU-
NIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
B A S K E T B A L L 
COACH. Applications 
can be downloaded at 
www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is an 
EOE&E. (10/18/23)

WANTED RELIEF 
DRIVER hauling US 
Mail. 1-2 days a week, 
$25 hour. 719-850-9866. 
(11-1-23)
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F I R S T  S O U T H -
W E S T  C O M M U -
NITY FUND is seek-
ing an EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR who is a 
visionary leader with 
a passion for making a 
lasting impact in rural 
entrepreneurship and 
the financial system, 
and a track record of 
driving organizational 
growth and fostering 
positive change. For 
details and to apply, 
visit https://fswcf.org/
careers/. (10/18/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE is 
hiring a DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR. 
Ful l-t ime/par t-t ime 
TBD. Position can be 
mostly remote. Major 
responsibilities include 
creating a development 
strategy, writing grant 
applications, working 
with donors, and build-
ing a fundraising plan. 
Salary $34.37-$39.78/
hr. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning 
10/20/2023. Visit al-
pineachievers.org for 
position description and 
instructions. (10/31/23)

S U B S T I T U T E S 
TEACHERS NEED-
ED at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT in DEL 
NORTE!  Call or email:  
Sophia at 719-657-
4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more 
information, go on-line:  
urtigers.co, or stop by 
the district office at:  
950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO to pick up an 
application. You do not 
have to hold a college 
degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; 
however, you must be 
a high school graduate 
and have a substitute 
license from CDE (Col-
orado Department of 
Education). (10/27/23)

U P P E R  R I O 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT has re -
ceived a grant for a 
f u l l - t i m e  J R . /SR. 
HIGH SCHOOL COUN-
SELOR - for the next 3 
years, starting in the 2033-
2024 school year. Appli-
cants must have a Master’s 
Degree or higher and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 
an appropriate Colorado 
school counselor license. 
Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover 
letter to: Annie Hardy, 
DEL NORTE Jr./Sr. High 
Pr incipal at ahardy@
urtigers.co or contact 
Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020. Applications for cer-
tified staff positions can be 
picked up at the District 
Office or online at www.
urtigers.co. (10/27/23)

INSTRUCTIONAL 
COACH NEEDED 
at DEL NORTE JR/
SR HIGH SCHOOL. 
Candidate should be 
proficient in all areas 
of teaching and learn-
ing with an emphasis 
on professional prac-
tice and the teaching 
and learning cycle. The 
coach will be respon-
sible for consulting with 
and supporting the in-
structional teaching 
staff in using resources 
that impact student 
learning. The coach 
will provide support 
and professional learn-
ing to instructional staff 
as needed. Applicants 
must have a bachelor’s 
degree or higher and 
possess or be able to ob-
tain a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume, and cover letter 
to Annie Hardy, Princi-
pal at ahardy@urtigers.
co. (10/27/23)

INTERVENTION-
IST N EEDED AT 
DEL NORTE ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL.  
We are seeking a hard-
working and enthusias-
tic teaching profession-
al to join our dynamic, 
vibrant and fun-loving 
team. Applicants must 
have a Colorado Teach-
ing License. Please sub-
mit your application, 
resume and cover letter 
to:  Amy Duda, Princi-
pal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 
719-657-4050. Appli-
cations can be picked 
up at the District Office 
or online at: urtigers.co. 
(10/27/23)

SOUTH FORK PRO-
PA N E i s  h i r i ng  a 
CLASS B CDL PRO-
PANE DRIVER. Call 
719-873-5857 for info. 
(10/20/23)

OTERO COLLEGE 
CHILD DEVELOP-
M EN T SERV ICES 
is accepting applica-
tions for Migrant and 
Seasonal Head Start 
-  MAINTENANCE 
SPECIALIST. Job de-
scriptions and applica-
tions are available at 
the CDS website: www.
cdsheadstart.com. For 
more information con-
tact Michelle Weaver, 
719-384-3103 or at mi-
chelle.weaver@otero.
edu. Otero College 
Child Development 
Services is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirma-
tive Action/Title IX/
Section 504 employer. 
(10/17/23)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
WAT E R  WA S T E -
WAT ER T ECH N I-
C I A N I I I .  H i r i ng 
pay is $50,980.80 to 
$66,476.80 per year 
DOQ. Fringe benefits 
i nclude  CO PER A 
Retirement employer 
contribution 14.73% & 
employee contribution 
is 9.00%, 11.5 holidays 
per year, 2 personal 
days, 80 hours of sick 
leave, and 80 hours 
of vacation leave per 
year. Employer paid 
life insurance, STD, 
LTD & AD&D, 75% 
of medical, vision, and 
dental premiums paid 
by the employer, Well-
ness Program, and dis-
counted recreational 
memberships. The ideal 
candidate should pos-
sess a Colorado Class D 
Wastewater Treatment, 
Class D Water Treat-
ment, Class 2 Waste-
water Collections, and 
Class 2 Water Distribu-
tion certificate or ability 
to obtain within twelve 
(12) months from date 
of hire. For a full job 
description and to ap-
ply, visit cityofalamosa.
org or stop by City Hall 
at 300 Hunt Ave. The 
City of ALAMOSA 
provides Equal Op-
portunity Employment 
for accommodations, 
please submit them in 
writing with the ap-
plication. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (10/14/23)
WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL-
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

ANTIQUE GREEN 
SI X COCA COLA 
GLASSES with handles 
16oz, $40. Call 719-
298-2175. (10/20/23)

SPR INKLER R E -
PAIR & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(10/27/23-monthly)

USED WASHER & 
DRYER, great condi-
tion, $500/obo. Call 
719-589-6254 or 719-
589-3134. (11/1/23)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(11/1/23-monthly)

4 FAMILY YARD 
SALE: Saturday 10/14, 
9am-3pm, 401 Main, 
LA JARA. Propane 
Stove, Armoire, Hutch, 
TV Stand. (10/14/23)

I NEED A supply of 
ASPEN LOGS to be 
D E L I V E R E D  T O 
GUFFEY, Colorado. 
Up to 500-1,000 cords, 
cut to 16-20’ lengths, 
limbed, self-loader. Call 
Chuck Rinkor 719-689-
0586 with price and any 
questions. (11/1/23)

MILLER DISK 25 
FT. WIDE. $20,000. 
Cal l  719-850-1143. 
(10/17/23)

BI LLI E S:  BOER /
NUBIAN CROSS and 
pure NUBIAN, 1.5 yr 
olds, ready for breeding, 
excellent genetics. 719-
588-6621. (10/14/23)

LA RGE SQUA R E 
BALES STACKING 
SERVICE: 3X3, 3X4, 
4X4. Phone Tim 719-
553-6327. (10/20/23)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

NEW AUTO READY 
HEATED CAR SEAT 
COVER, $20. 719-852-
8879. (10/20/23)

PORTABLE OXY-
GE N  M AC H I N E , 
used one month, $500 
firm. Call 719-849-
0483. (10/18+3/23)

BIG BOY’S TOYS:  
2  H A R L EYS,  2 - 4 
WHEELERS, 1 SIDE-
BY-SIDE. Call Doug 
for details, 719-851-
0812. (10/17/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E (s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(10/31/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

OLDER VEHICLE 
WA N TED. Ca r  or 
truck that runs good! 
Call Bernie 719-580-
9044. (10/14/23)

40 TO 80 acre parcels 
or more, HOUSE RE-
CENTLY REMOD-
ELED,  2  m i les  of 
frontage on Hwy. 285. 
Excellent place for an 
RV Park. 719-850-1897. 
(10/25/23)

40 TO 80 ACRE PAR-
CELS or MORE, house 
recently remodeled, 2 
miles of frontage on 
Hw y.  2 85.  E xc e l -
lent place for an RV 
Park. 719-850-1897. 
(10/25/23)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

HOUSE FOR RENT 
in ALAMOSA. Small 
O N E  BE D RO O M, 
ONE BATH, fenced 
y a r d ,  p e t s  n e g o -
tiable. 719-588-5303. 
(10/14/23)

ALAMOSA: PAR-
T I A L L Y  F U R -
NISHED BEDROOM 
Apartment, newly re-
modeled. Great loca-
tion, $700/month, $700/
deposit, no pets. 719-
580-5400. (10/18/23)

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications for 2 

& 3 bedroom apartments. Rent 

based on income for qualifying 

households.

Gomez Manor Apts.
804 State St.

Antonito, Colo. 
376-2388

TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

Accepting applications for 

2 bedroom apartments.

Family living at an 

affordable price.

Guadalupe 
Hacienda Apts.

404 W. 8th
Antonito, Colo.

376-2025
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider and employer

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

ROOM FOR RENT, 
ALAMOSA; private 
bath. $700 month, utili-
ties included. Call 408-
533-2701. (10/14/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

BIG BOY’S TOYS:  
2  H A R L EYS,  2 - 4 
WHEELERS, 1 SIDE-
BY-SIDE. Call Doug 
for details, 719-851-
0812. (10/17/23)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
lesbian. My wife and I 
have been married for nine 
years, but since COVID 
and my mother’s death, 
we have had problems. I 
met a man online; he’s an 
actor. We grew close via 
the internet. When my 
wife found out, we fought, 
and this man and I haven’t 
been as close. 

 Although we mended 
our relationship and I 
love her, I seem to always 
wonder. About a year ago, 
I got hit on by another ac-
tor on Instagram, and we 
also grew close until my 
wife found out. I stopped, 
but I still maintain contact 
with these men, and I’m 
not sure why. 

 I wonder if I’m happy 
with my wife or if it would 
be better with someone 
else. I wonder if I’m staying 
with her for love or for com-
fort. I’m not sure. I keep 
questioning my identity 
and my life. Any advice? -- 
LACKING CERTAINTY 
IN CALIFORNIA

 DE A R L ACK I NG 
CERTAINTY: If you were 
getting everything you 
need from your marriage, 
you wouldn’t be “wonder-
ing” and reaching out to 
members of the opposite 
sex. It is important for you 
AND your wife that you 
find the answers to your 
very important questions. 

 Because you are unsure 
about the depth of your 
commitment to your wife 

as well as your identity, 
your next step should be to 
discuss this with a licensed 
mental health profession-
al. Your doctor or health 
insurance company can 
refer you to someone who 
is qualified. Your local 
LGBTQ community center 
may also be able to help. 
Please don’t wait.

 DEAR ABBY: A family 
friend, “Simone,” makes 
the time we spend together 
unbearable. She’s mar-
ried to my husband’s best 
friend, “Earl.” We see them 
often and spend many 
holidays together. Before 
Earl married Simone, we 
thought she was a pretty 
normal person and a great 
match for him. Over time, 
we have come to realize 
that she’s anything but. 

 Simone is loud and 
dramatic, and she loves to 
be the center of attention. 
One example: One day, 
she sat down in a chair 
and immediately started 
to panic that she could not 
get out of the chair due to 
her size (she’s overweight). 
My husband and other 
friends were taken aback 
because it was visibly clear 
that she wasn’t stuck. She 
demanded that someone 
help her get up, and it was 
embarrassing to watch. 

 Also, if she doesn’t get 
her way, she resorts to 
talking like a baby or mak-
ing a scene. She constantly 
complains about being 
sick. It happens every time 

she isn’t the center of atten-
tion. My husband and I and 
another couple are getting 
fed up being around her. 
My husband has been best 
friends with Earl since 
they were kids, so this is 
a tough situation. I’d love 
some advice. -- HARD TO 
BEAR IN THE SOUTH

 DEA R H A RD TO 
BEAR: Not all friendships 
last forever. The solution 
to your problem may be as 
simple as making yourself 
less available. Because 
your husband is on the 
same page as you and the 
other couple, it shouldn’t 
be too hard to start see-
ing Earl and Simone less 
often. When the men want 
to get together, they can 
do it without you. Try it, 
and it may bring you some 
relief.

Wife’s puzzling behavior is 
an obstacle for couple
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CELEBRATING 116 YEARS!

Our Youth Are Our Future!

By LYNDSIE 

FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — 

Larry and Sharon Tum-

bleson moved to the 

South Fork area a year 

ago and have made the 

small mountain town 

their home. While en-

joying their new sur-

roundings, the two 

found another piece to 

their journey when they 

took over leadership at 

the South Fork Visitor 

Center. 

“We spent a good part 

of the last few years as 

hosts for various state 

parks that, in a way, 

prepared us for this 

position. We really en-

joyed being able to trav-

el the country and to be 

a part of such a wonder-

ful opportunity. Once 

we came to South Fork, 

we knew this was going 

to be home,” said Larry 

Tumbleson.

Like many who ven-

ture to South Fork, 

Tumbleson and his wife 

found it to be exactly 

what they were looking 

for in a forever home, 

have settled into a rou-

tine and are looking for-

ward to serving the com-

munity in their capacity 

at the visitor center. 

“The visitor center is 

really the hub of town. 

It’s where everyone 

comes to learn about 

the area and what there 

is to do while they are 

here. We love helping 

them with that because 

we really do have such 

a wonderful place here 

and we want to share 

that with as many peo-

ple as we can,” said Lar-

ry Tumbleson. 

Coming from the 

United Kingdom and 

North Carolina, both 

Tumbleson and his wife 

fell in love with the area 

when they vacationed 

here several years ago. 

Now that they have 

made South Fork their 

home, they look forward 

to serving the commu-

nity and working with 

local organizations like 

the South Fork Friends 

Foundation to bring 

events to the area, 

starting with the fall 

and winter months. 

“We would like to see 

people come here to en-

joy the winter so we are 

tossing around some 

ideas for events that 

might boost the economy 

during a time when the 

town is typically slow. 

We are also working to 

boost our social media 

presence and strength-

ening our partnerships 

with local groups like 

Kiwanis and the South 

Fork Friends Founda-

tions,” Larry Tumbleson 

said.

For now, the visi-

tor center is looking 

forward to the holiday 

season and their an-

nual events such as the 

South Fork Winterfest 

and the annual Yuletide 

Celebration. More de-

tails on coming events 

will be reported as they 

become available. For 

more information, visit 

wwww.southfork.org.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Larry and Sharon Tumbleson are the new directors of the South Fork Visitor Center. The couple hopes to increase its social media presence and 
to bring new events to the town during winter months.

South Fork welcomes new visitor center director
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