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4.31% APY* 
Certificate of Deposit– 11 Month

*Also available for an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).  APY stands for Annual 
Percentage Yield.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. This 11-month CD or IRA 
special will automatically renew at the end of the term for 6 months.  Fees incurred 
on the account may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to earn APY on a CD or IRA is 
$1,000. Effective August 29, 2023.  This CD Special is available for a limited time and 
will end without notice.  .  Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender.

Minimum balance 
to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

SOUTH FORK — Annual 
2023-2024 flu shots will be 
available on Saturday, Nov. 
4, between 9 and 11 a.m. at 
the South Fork Community 
C e n t e r,  2 5 4  C o l o r a d o 
Highway 149, South Fork. 
Several insurances including 
Medicare and Medicaid will 
cover the shot.

Both high-dose flu and 
regular-dose f lu will be 
available. No appointment 
is necessary. COVID-19 shots 
may be offered depending 
on availability.

F o r  a d d i t i o n a l 
information, contact Rio 
G r a n d e  Co u nt y  Pu b l i c 
Health at 719-657-3352.

Veterans Day 
Appreciation 
Event Nov. 9
ALAMOSA — Staff at the 

Alamosa Justice Center are 
inviting the community to a 
Veterans’ Day Appreciation 
Event to honor all those 
individuals who have served 
the nation as members of 
the United States military. 

The event is scheduled 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Nov.  9  at  the Alamosa 
Justice Center located at 
8955 Independence Way. 

Hot dogs, chips and a 
drink will be provided.

Flu shots 
available in 

South Fork on 
Nov. 4

STAFF REPORT
ANTONITO — Multiple arrests 

were made Monday, Oct. 30, at the old 
Antonito high school building during 
an investigation of a burglary at the 
Lowe’s Market here.

According to a press release from the 
Conejos County Sheriff’s Office, the gro-
cery store was broken into about 3:45 
a.m. Monday and evidence led officers 
to the old high school. A search warrant 
was executed by multi-jurisdictional 
agencies and with the aid of the Alamo-
sa and Chaffee County SWAT teams, 

multiple arrests were made.
A possible suspect in the Lowe’s Mar-

ket burglary was identified and mul-
tiple people with active warrants were 
also arrested. 

The Conejos sheriff’s office thanked 
the Alamosa and Chaffee SWAT teams, 
Monte Vista Police Department, Cos-
tilla County Sheriff’s office, Sanford 
Police Department and La Jara Police 
Department for their assistance in the 
ongoing investigation.

The investigation continues and no 
further information has been provided.

SWAT teams from Alamosa and Chaffee counties and multi-jurisdictional agencies 
from the Valley assisted in making multiple arrests Monday at the old Antonito high 
school, including a suspect in a burglary earlier that day at Lowe’s Market in Antonito.

Courier photo by Adam Lopez

Lowe’s Market burglary leads to multiple arrests

STAFF REPORT
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— The Dickey-Springer 
Post 113 of the Ameri-
can Legion, and the La-
dies Auxiliary invite the 
public to participate in 
the annual Veterans Day 
Parade on Main Street 
in Alamosa on Saturday, 
Nov. 11. 

Those wanting to par-
ticipate in the parade to 
recognize the Veterans, 
past and present, should 
contact Jack Rudder at 
719-588-9838 or Monte 
Collins at 719-589-4142. 
The parade gathers be-
ginning at 9 a.m., at 6th 
and LaDue, and will 
kick off at approximately 
10:50 a.m. There will be a 
short ceremony at Main 
and State at exactly 11 
a.m.

Originally called Armi-
stice Day to celebrate the 
end of World War I, “The 
Great War,” officially 
ended when the Treaty of 
Versailles was signed on 
June 28, 1919.  Howev-
er, fighting ceased seven 
months earlier when an 
armistice, or temporary 
cessation of hostilities, 
between the allied na-
tions and Germany went 
into effect on the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month. 
For that reason, Nov. 11, 
1919, at 11 a.m., is gen-
erally regarded as the 
end of “the war to end all 
wars.”

Congress passed legis-
lation proclaiming Nov. 
11 as Veterans Day that 
was signed by President 
Eisenhower in 1954.

Courier file photo

The Dickey-Springer Post 113 of the American Legion, and the Ladies Auxiliary are 
looking for participants for the Veterans Day Parade on Nov. 11 in Alamosa.

Participants sought for the Alamosa Veterans Day parade

Nearly 20 
different 

organizations 
and agencies 

gathered inside 
the National 

Guard Armory 
in Alamosa 

on Halloween 
to hand out 

candy to trick 
or treaters of 

all ages dressed 
in colorful, 

fun and scary 
costumes. The 

event began at 
4 p.m. and by 

4:30 the armory 
was packed. 

Courier photos by 
Priscilla Waggoner

Community College 
Eligible for the 2025 

Aspen Prize

STAFF REPORT
WASHINGTON D.C. —  On Oct, 23, 

the Aspen Institute named Trinidad 
State College as one of the 150 institu-
tions eligible to compete for the $1 mil-
lion Aspen Prize for Community Col-
lege Excellence, the nation’s signature 
recognition of high achievement and 
performance among two-year colleges.

The institutions selected for this 
honor stand out among more than 
1,000 community colleges nationwide 
as having high and improving levels 
of student success as well as equitable 
outcomes for Black and Hispanic stu-
dents and those from lower-income 

Courtesy photo

The Trinidad State College Campus in 
Alamosa.

Aspen Institute 
names Trinidad 
State College as 
a Top 150 U.S.
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PENDING OBITUARY

OBITUARIES

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-
ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 

719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 

free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family 

or other representatives that place obituaries.  

All paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-

sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@

alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-

lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 

obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-

mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Wednesday

November 1, 2023

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

Menu
Unavailable

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Rudy Esquibel
San Luis resident Rudy Esquibel, 81, passed away Oct. 31, 2023. Arrangements 

are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home of Alamosa.

Longtime and well-
known Alamosa resident 
Darrell Joseph Meis, 64, 
died Oct. 24, 2023, at his 
home in Alamosa after a 
2-year battle with cancer. 
Upon his diagnosis, Dar-
rell attacked his challenge 
with positivity, humor, and 
courageousness.  

Darrell’s life began in 
Denver, Colo., on Dec. 1, 
1958; the son of Eldon Meis 
and Agnes (Grande) Meis. 
He married Kim Buron on 
June 6, 1981, in Denver, 
Colo., and their marriage 
was sealed in the Denver 
Temple of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints on Feb. 26, 1994. 

Darrell is survived by 
his wife Kim of the fam-
ily home; his father Eldon 
Meis of Federal Heights, 
Colo.; his children DJ (Me-
gan) Meis of St. George, 
Utah, (children) Trey, 
Pace, Sawyer, Bronx, 
Sway; Brandon (Brittny) 
Meis of Albuquerque, 
N.M., (children) Reese, 
Zander, Tatum, Hattie 
Mae; Ashlee (Michael) 
Meis-Trujillo of Alamosa, 
Colo., (children), Ilexya 
(Eddie), RJ, Damian, 
Zaryah; Jesse (Eva) Meis 
of Plano, Texas; (child) 
Ciao Meis, and great-
granddaughter, Leah. He 
is also survived by his 
brother Norman (Stepha-
nie) Meis of Parker, Colo.; 
sister Ginny (Ron) Seyfer 
of Arvada, Colo.; his moth-
er-in-law Pamela Buron of 
Alamosa; brother-in-law 
Otto (Cammie) Buron of 
Albuquerque, N.M.; sis-
ter-in-law Tracy (Werner) 
Hahnlein of Albuquerque, 
N.M.; Kelly (John) Fran-
cis of Redondo Beach, Ca-
lif.; and numerous aunts, 
uncles, nieces, nephews, 
and extended family and 
friends.

Darrell was preceded in 
death by his mother Ag-
nes, and several aunts and 
uncles.

As a kid, Darrell loved 
all sports; especially foot-

ball. As a teen at Pomona 
High School, he partici-
pated in football, basket-
ball, and track. He was a 
standout athlete, but his 
passion was football. Dar-
rell was recruited to play 
football at Adams State 
College, where he was a 
four-year starter. His se-
nior year his team won 
the RMAC League Cham-
pionship and played in a 
post season bowl game. 
They finished their season 
ranked No. 10 in the na-
tion. His 1980 team was 
inducted into the ASU Hall 
of Fame in 2016. When at 
Adams State, he met his 
wife, Kim; they shared 42 
years of marriage. Upon 
graduation from Adams 
State, he started a 41-year 
football coaching career 
at Alamosa High School 
and Ortega Middle School 
where he had the opportu-

nity to coach his sons and 
grandson.

Darrel was never shy 
of hard work, starting his 
first job at 16 with Pu-
rina Dog Food Company. 
Next, he worked for Rocky 
Mountain Fireworks for 5 
years. With the knowledge 
he gained, Darrell became 
a licensed pyrotechnician. 
He coordinated and helped 
shoot off the Alamosa Fire-
works Show for 40 years. 
Once married, Darrell 
started working for SLV 
Federal Bank as a loan of-
ficer. He then went on to 
be the Bookstore Director 
at Adams State College for 
30 years. Upon retirement, 
he returned to SLV Fed-
eral Bank as a loan officer. 
Darrell was involved in 
the Alamosa Noon Lion’s 
Club, Alamosa City Park 
and Recreation Board, and 
served in various church 
positions. 

Darrell was always in-
volved in his children’s 
lives and supported all of 
their activities. Darrell’s 
passion for his grandchil-
dren was evident in all 
that he did. 

The family would like 
to thank Dr. Allen Cohn 
and his team at Rocky 
Mountain Cancer Center-
Midtown, pulmonologist 
Dr. Majd Kobitary of PSL 
Hospital, and Hospice Del 
Valle of Alamosa.

Cremation was chosen 
and a Celebration of Life 
will be held on Nov. 20, 
2023, at 1 p.m. at The 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints, 927 
Weber Dr., Alamosa, Colo. 
If you would like to attend 
Darrell’s Celebration of 
Life, the family asks that 
you wear Denver Broncos 
colors or attire. 

Rogers Family Mortuary 
is in care of the arrange-
ments. To leave online 
condolences, remembranc-
es and words of comfort 
for Darrell’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

Darrell Joseph Meis

On Oct. 25, 2023, a lov-
ing, caring, and extreme-
ly strong heart stopped 
beating. This was a huge 
loss to a community who 
embraced him and were 
blessed with his total sup-
port.

Alfred was born on Nov. 
6, 1955, to Ruben and Anna 
Maria Pacheco. Alfred 
married the love of his life, 
Nancy Chavez, on March 6, 
1982. This beautiful union 
produced a family that has 
continued to bless our com-
munity and its families. 
Jennifer and Ed, Arthur 
and Christina, Ernest and 
Brittany were all part of 
his world. His love for his 
family was evident by the 
way he loved his grand-
daughter, Alexandra.

He was born in Alamosa 
and brought home to the 
Trinchera Ranch as a new-
born. His heart never left 
the land that always had a 
Pacheco working on it since 
1952. Collectively, his dad 
Ruben, Alfred and Ernest 
all gave over 70 years to 
the Trinchera Ranch. Al-

fred’s greatest honor was 
to protect and support the 
employees he was respon-
sible for. They were like 
family to him.

In memory of Alfred, 
please look at the moun-
tains in which he lived and 
loved; and spread his love 
and willingness to always 
do better, give uncondition-
ally and love from the bot-
tom of your heart. That’s 
who he was, and he will be 
greatly missed.

Alfred was preceded in 
death by his father Ruben 
Pacheco, sisters-in-law 
Marguerite Salazar and 
Marie Pacheco, nephew Lo-
renzo Pacheco and father-
in-law Ernest Chavez.

He is survived by his 
mother Anna Maria Pa-
checo, siblings Elizabeth 
Betty Pacheco, Sarah and 
Charles Manzanares, Rich-
ard Pacheco, Arnold Sala-
zar, Lillian and Pete Go-
mez, Lawrence and Tammy 
Pacheco, Isabelle and Car-
mel Cordova, Christina 
Pacheco, and nephews and 
nieces, too many to men-
tion but were all very, very 
important to their uncle 
Alfred.

Alfred’s wishes were to 
not have services. Please 
support his family as they 
take the time to heal. The 
family would like to thank 
everyone for the support 
and love shown during this 
most difficult time

The care of arrange-
ments has been entrusted 
to Romero Funeral Home 
of Alamosa.

Ruben Pacheco

Longtime Monte Vista 
resident Alberto Adelmo 
Quintana, 81, passed 
away peacefully at his 
home on Thursday, Oct. 
26, 2023.

Albert was born on May 
21, 1942, to Guadalupe 
and Maria (Vigil) Quin-
tana in The Llama New 
Mexico “under a pinon 
tree”.  He married the love 
of his life Benina Maria 
Martinez on Dec. 29, 1961. 
Together they raised four 
children.

Albert worked as a farm-
er all of his life, and re-
ally enjoyed it. He loved to 
spend time with his fam-
ily. He enjoyed the moun-
tains, hunting and fishing. 
Albert enjoyed spending 
time in the garage tinker-
ing with cars. He loved to 
watch Western movies; 
John Wayne was his fa-
vorite actor. Albert also 
enjoyed going to breakfast 
with his longtime friend 
Bobby Martinez.

Albert is survived by 
his wife Bennie; his chil-
dren Johnathan Quintana 
of Monte Vista, Kenny 
(Kim) Quintana of Ala-
mosa, Benjamin Quintana 

of Monte Vista, and Feli-
sha (James) Lopez of Ala-
mosa; his grandchildren 
Jacob (Brittany Martin) 
Quintana of Alamosa, Me-
lissa (Jeff) Frey of Pueblo, 
Mindy (Matt) Griego of 
Colorado Springs, Mea-
gan (David) Dudleston of 
Alamosa, Morgan (Anto-
nio) Edwards of Colorado 
Springs, Jackie (Carlos) 
Lopez of Monte Vista, 
Brandy (Josh) Quintana 
of Tucson Ariz., Brit-
tany (Erminio Marquez) 
Quintana of Monte Vista, 
Jerica (Billy Martinez) 
Quintana of Monte Vista, 
Jessica Lopez of Alamosa, 
and Desirae Lopez of Ala-

mosa; as well as 24 great-
grandchildren; his brother 
Leroy (Sally) Quintana of 
Alamosa, sisters Ramona 
(Faustine) Archuleta of 
Albuquerque, N.M., and 
Bertha Trujillo of Califor-
nia.

Albert was preceded 
in death by both of his 
parents, his siblings Elo-
vino Quintana, Eugene 
Quintana Martha Or-
tiz, and Ocledeus Albert; 
his grandchildren Can-
dice Quintana and John 
Schmidt-Quintana; and 
great-grandson Aiden 
Marquez.

Cremation was chosen 
and a recitation of the Ro-
sary will be Friday, Nov. 
3, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church followed by a Fu-
neral Mass at 10 a.m. In 
lieu of flowers, please con-
sider contributions to the 
family.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of the ar-
raignments. To leave on-
line condolences, tributes, 
and words of comfort for 
Albert’s family please vis-
it www.RogersFunerals.
com.

Alberto Adelmo Quintana

Manassa resident Vic-
tor F. Romero, 80, went 
to his eternal rest on Oct. 
28, 2023.

Victor was born on May 
25, 1943, in San Antonio, 
Colo. He was the son of 
Felipe Romero and Faus-
tina (Vigil) Romero.

He met his future wife, 
Desmarie, in the late 60’s 
while working at the po-
tato processing plant in 
La Jara. They were mar-
ried in 1969 and enjoyed 
50 years of marriage be-
fore her passing in 2020.

Victor was a heavy 
equipment operator for 
the Conejos County Road 
and Bridge Department 
in both La Jara and An-
tonito before transition-
ing to working in main-
tenance for St. Joseph’s 
Parish in La Jara and 
Manassa. He learned to 
fix cars from his father 
and enjoyed spending 
countless hours work-
ing on his vehicles and 
keeping them well main-

tained.
Survivors include his 

sons Stacy (Michelle) 
Romero, Lakewood; Ja-
mie (Susan) Romero, 
Lone Tree; daughter, 
Ilene (Luis) Agustin, 
Aurora; grandchildren, 
Samantha Romero, Mia 
Romero, Emma Romero, 
Celina Agustin and Ana 
Agustin; sisters Dorothy 
Valdez of La Jara, Colo.;  

Gloria (Glenn) Brown of 
Calif.; Wilma (Ross) Du-
ran of San Antonio, Colo.; 
brother Donald (Berna-
dette) Romero of Antoni-
to, Colo.; and brother-in-
law Solomon Lopez of San 
Antonio, Colo.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, lov-
ing wife Desmarie Rome-
ro, his sister Della Lopez, 
brother Felipe Romero, 
Jr., and brother-in-law, 
Leonard Valdez.

A Vigil Service with 
Recitation of the Rosary 
will be held on Friday, 
Nov. 3, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. 
at Our Lady of the Val-
ley Catholic Church in La 
Jara. A Mass of the Res-
urrection will be held im-
mediately after at 10 a.m. 

The care of arrange-
ments have been en-
trusted to Romero Val-
ley Funeral Home of 
Alamosa. To leave online 
condolences, please visit 
Romerofuneralhomes.
com.

Victor F. Romero
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backgrounds.
“We are thrilled to 

once again be chosen by 
the Aspen Institute as 
one of the top commu-
nity colleges in the coun-
try,” said Trinidad State 
President Dr. Rhonda M. 
Epper. “This proves the 
dedication of our staff 
and faculty and our com-
mitment to our students. 
It’s nice to be recognized 
nationally for all our 
hard work.”

The Aspen Prize spot-
lights exemplary com-
munity colleges in order 
to drive attention to col-
leges achieving post-
graduate success for all 
students, and is a central 
way Aspen researches 

highly effective student 
success strategies that 
are shared with the field.

The 150 eligible col-
leges have been invited 
to submit student suc-
cess data and narra-
tives about strategies to 
achieve better and more 
equitable student out-
comes as the next step in 
an intensive review pro-
cess that culminates in 
the naming of the Aspen 
Prize winner in spring 
2025.

The eligible colleges rep-
resent the diversity and 
depth of the community 
college sector. Located in 
urban, rural, and subur-
ban areas across 30 states, 
these colleges serve as few 
as 169 students and as 
many as 49,619.

“The Aspen Prize is 
rooted first and fore-

most in an assessment 
of whether colleges are 
walking the walk,” said 
Josh Wyner, executive di-
rector of the Aspen Insti-
tute College Excellence 
Program. “As community 
colleges face enrollment 
variations, enroll stu-
dents with pandemic-re-
lated learning loss, and 
graduate students into 
a rapidly changing labor 
market, it is easy to lose 
track of what matters 
most. The best commu-
nity colleges are continu-
ing to focus on advancing 
the core mission: making 
sure as many students as 
possible graduate with 
credentials that lead to 
fulfilling careers and re-
flect the development of 
diverse talent that com-
munities, states, and our 
nation need.”

Courtesy photos

The Bureau of Land Management is preparing a pre-
scribed burn at the Blanca Wetlands, approximately 11 
miles northeast of Alamosa. The burn is scheduled for 
between November of 2023 and mid-March of 2024.

BLM planning prescribed burns at Blanca Wetlands
By BUREAU 

OF LAND 
MANAGEMENT

MONTE VISTA — 
The Bureau of Land 
Management is prepar-
ing a prescribed burn 
at the Blanca Wetlands, 
approximately 11 miles 
northeast of Alamosa. 
The burn is scheduled 
for between November 
of 2023 and mid-March 
of 2024, and will be con-
ducted as weather and 
fuel moisture conditions 
permit.

Fire treatments may 
take multiple days — or, 
sets of days — to com-
plete during this time. 
Specific timing of the 
operation will depend on 
favorable weather and 
fuel moisture conditions. 
Crews will be on site for 
the duration of the burn. 

Prescribed fire proj-
ects help promote 
healthy ecosystems by 
removing materials that 
degrade habitats and 
contribute to the sever-
ity of wildfires. Pond 
shorelines are burned 
every 5 to 10 years to 
improve habitat for 

wildlife, improve angler 
access, and manage veg-
etation. As many as 200 
acres surrounding eight 
ponds will be treated 
to improve habitat for 
nesting and migratory 
waterfowl in the wet-
lands, as well as the 
more than 150 species of 
birds that use the area. 
An informational video 
about this ongoing proj-
ect can be found at www.
youtube.com/watch?v= 
16DT6tU8wUs&t=4s.

Smoke will be visible 
throughout the day of 
the burn, mostly during 
the warmest part of the 
day. With cooler temper-
atures in the evening, 
smoke may linger and 
accumulate in low-lying 
areas. Firefighters will 
be on site throughout 
the day of ignition and 
will periodically patrol 
the burns for several 
days afterward.

Prescribed fire smoke 
may affect your health. 
For more information, 
visit the Colorado Air 
Pollution Control Divi-
sion’s website www.colo-
rado.gov/pacific/cdphe/

wood-smoke-and-health.
For general informa-

tion, contact Scott Nil-
son, Fire Management 
Specialist for BLM 
Rocky Mountain District 

Fire, at 719-852-8150. 
Updates on the Blan-

ca Wetlands prescribed 
burn will be available on 
the @BLMColoradoFire 
Facebook page.

By JOHN WATERS
News Editor

Size: 1251 Acres | 
Containment: 37% | 
Cause: Lightning

SAN JUAN NATION-
AL FOREST— About 120 
fire personnel continue 
to fight the Trail Springs 
Fire, a lightning-caused 
blaze. On Oct. 30, the 
forest service conducted 
a reconnaissance flight 
to determine how much 
impact the recent wet 
weather had on the fires.

The flight observed that 
the fire continues to pro-
duce smoke from creeping 
and smoldering fire be-
havior. The infrared (IR) 
flight indicated minimal 
heat in the bottom of the 
West Fork of Devil Creek 
drainage along the creek 
itself and detected only 
one acre of growth since 
the last IR flight. 

Areas of scattered heat 
remain within the fire 
perimeter and are an-
ticipated to persist until 
a season-ending weather 
event occurs. According 
to the forest service, the 
continuation of active 
burning after two days of 
snow, rain, and cold tem-
peratures is indicative of 
how dry the fuels got dur-
ing the summer months.

Firefighters finished 
chipping the brush that 
had been piled along the 
containment line. On Oct. 
31, crews were scheduled 
to continue cutting lad-
der fuels and chipping 

Trail Springs Fire continues
along East Monument 
Road north towards Cor-
ral Mountain Road to 
complete an indirect fire 
line. Depending on soil 
moisture, crews may be-
gin repairing hand lines, 
as well. Two engines and 
one fire module working 
on this fire have also been 
made available to assist 
local agencies if new fires 
ignite.

Fire danger remains 
moderate despite recent 
winter weather, it is im-
portant that forest users 
completely drown camp-
fires to prevent unin-
tended escape. Use the 
“drown, stir, feel,” meth-
od to be sure it’s dead out.

According to the offi-
cial weather forecast for 
this fire issued on Oct. 31, 
“Nothing spooky in this 
forecast! High pressure 
kept skies clear across 
the region, with cold 
temperatures starting in 
the teens before recover-
ing into the lower 40’s. 
Winds remained light 
and variable through the 
day. These conditions will 
continue into Tuesday, 
starting cold again before 
reaching the mid 40’s.”

Mill Creek 2 
Fire |Size: 122 Acres 
| Containment: 0% | 
Cause: Under Investi-
gation

Some smoke was ob-
served from the Mill 
Creek 2 Fire on the Oct. 
30 IR reconnaissance 
flight, primarily on the 

Photos by US Forest Service

A firefighter works to 
remove brush along 
East Monument Road to 
strengthen a fireline on 
The Trail Springs Fire. The 
lightning-caused fire be-
gan on Oct. 19.

This crew is working on the Trail Springs Fire located on the San Juan National For-
est and is about 12 miles northwest of Pagosa Springs.

northern portion of the 
fire area. The flight con-
firmed heat within the 
fire perimeter and one 
acre of growth. No struc-
tures or other values are 
threatened. A fire engine 
is positioned nearby and 
ready to respond if re-
quired.

If you have 
not yet re-

turned your 
election bal-

lot by mail, 
you can 

swing by 
the election 

ballot at 
your county 

drop box 
by 7 p.m. 

on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7.  In 

Alamosa 
County, this 
drop box is 

in front of 
the county 

office build-
ing at 8999 

Indepen-
dence Way 

in Alamosa.

Courier file 
photo

It is time to vote!
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Dave 
Marston

Writers On 
The Range

Here’s a statistic 
to be unhappy about: 
Colorado and Utah 
host the fifth and 
sixth most expensive 
housing markets in 
the country, according 
to Bankrate.com.

But here’s the 
good news: two rural 
housing champions 
in those states have 
found creative ways to 
build affordable hous-
ing. 

Moab, Utah, along the Colorado River, 
draws at least 5 million tourists annu-
ally for mountain biking, rafting, four-
wheeling, and visiting two nearby national 
parks. But the town’s real estate has long 
been pricey, and back in 2004, a Moab loan 
officer named Emily Niehaus realized that 
the only affordable housing in her home-
town was mostly older trailer homes.

She also knew that national loan pro-
grams such as Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac excluded loans for trailers built before 
1976.

Harnessing both frustration and inge-
nuity, she founded a nonprofit, Commu-
nity Rebuilds, to tap into USDA’s Section 
502 Direct Loan Program. It pegs monthly 
payments for housing to residents’ income. 
To cut costs she looked for “dirt cheap ma-
terials,” coming up with strawbale con-
struction that mixes dirt and straw.

Today, 72 new houses — and counting — 
have gone up. Niehaus, who also served as 
mayor of Moab, said that she liked getting 
things done fast, learning along the way.

In the beginning, Niehaus had little op-
erating money and no workforce. Then she 
met 20-something Noah Aptekar, who was 
“couch-surfing” his way home from a cross-
country bike trip.

Niehaus said she made him a deal: “For 

Creative 
builders get 

rural housing 
done

every student you’re able to recruit to build 
strawbale houses, I’ll give you a hundred 
dollars. I need eight to start.” Aptekar, 
who now works for SpaceX, delivered six 
women and two men.

Niehaus quickly points out that Moab is 
known as “a cool place” to hang out. Offer-
ing young people a place to sleep, a stipend 
for food, and an education in handmade 
housing won’t work everywhere in the 
West, but in Moab it was magic.

When Community Rebuilds sells a 
home to qualified residents, the cost is 
about $220,000, though the houses are 
worth $500,000 on the open market. To 
block flipping, the $280,000 in equity is 
transferred to the owners over a period of 
20 years.

Niehaus said that USDA’s Direct Loan 
Program for rural areas restricts buyers 
to those who make 80% of an area’s me-
dian income. Typically, that’s $37,000 for 
a household of two.

There’s a long waiting list for houses, 
but Niehaus, who has been succeeded as 
boss by Rikki Epperson, said applicants 
usually spend those years cleaning up 
their credit to qualify for a mortgage. Nie-

haus added that financial counseling is a 
key component to spurring home owner-
ship.

Over in the western Colorado town of 
Montrose, Carlton Mason has also devel-
oped a novel way to build houses for the 
rural unhoused. The ex-builder constructs 
communities for young adults aging out of 
foster care, and recently he included se-
nior citizens needing housing as well. 

He got into housing because of his job as 
director of CASA, Court Appointed Special 
Advocates, for the 7th Judicial District in 
western Colorado, covering six counties.

Mason said he found that 18-year-olds 
newly on their own needed lots of help. 
But what they especially needed was 
somewhere to live. His first project, called 
1st Place on 2nd Street, was completed 
in 2018 by tapping into state, federal and 
foundation grants, providing housing in 
Montrose for up to 12 residents.

The suicide of one of those residents 
shook Mason. In response, he beefed up 
residential support: “Residents needed to 
build relationships with trusted adults 
who could also give advice about saving 
money and staying employed or in school. 

They needed to know adults actually cared 
about them.”

“We’ve thrown money at housing for 
decades,” he added, “and often we end up 
with blighted communities. Providing ad-
equate and safe housing is just the first 
step in helping the most disadvantaged 
people.”

Both Mason and Niehaus agree that 
their method of harnessing a variety of 
funding isn’t for everyone.

“I’ve been asked to advise other commu-
nities on how to build houses for middle-
income residents,” Niehaus said. “But I 
only know how to build houses for low-in-
come residents using volunteer labor and 
USDA funding.”

As for Mason, who’s on a roll to build 
more needed housing on non-agricultural 
land, he said, “I’ve had to learn as I went, 
but as support got bigger, I saw we can get 
things done I never thought possible.”

Dave Marston is the publisher of Writers 
on the Range, writersontherange.org, an 
independent nonprofit dedicated to spur-
ring conversation about Western Issues. 
He lives in Durango.

By JANINE JIRON
Victim Advocate

October is a special month for Tu Casa. 
Inc., as it provides the time and space to re-
member and honor victims and survivors 
of domestic violence, as it’s nationally rec-
ognized as Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month (DVAM). During this month, The 
Tu Casa Program encouraged the com-
munity to wear purple every Thursday so 
that as a whole, our community can stand 
and support survivors. The color purple 
is nationally recognized to be a symbol of 
peace, courage, survival, honor and dedi-
cation to ending domestic violence. The Tu 
Casa Program encourages everyone to let 
their purple shine next October. Tu Casa, 
Inc. staff was also seen at the Alamosa 
County Commissioners meeting, Mineral 
County Commissioners meeting, and the 
Alamosa City Council meeting to have 
proclamations declared for the month of 
October, formally recognizing it as Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month. Tu Casa, 
Inc. appreciates the solidarity and support 
from our community leaders in this effort.

For DVAM, Tu Casa, Inc. joined with 
partners and the community throughout 
the San Luis Valley to raise awareness 
about domestic violence. Tu Casa, Inc. 
started the month with a “Kick-off” ar-
ticle in local Newspapers written by the 
Tu Casa Program Director, Megan Lang; 
each week different community partners 
wrote an article throughout the month to 
highlight DVAM. The articles that were 
included were written by 12th Judicial 

District Attorney, Anne Kelly, and the 
SLV Immigrant Resource Center’s Mar-
icela Lucas. The month wrapped up again 
with Tu Casa Program Director, Megan 
Lang and Janine Jiron writing articles. 
These articles were found in all the news-
papers that are distributed through Val-
ley Publishing. The Tu Casa Program 
staff posted empowering messages and 
events on their social media sites, which 
can be found at the bottom of this article. 

On Oct. 6, Tu Casa, Inc. staff set up a 
booth at Spare Keg in downtown Alamosa 
for our Purple Light Campaign. During 
this time, staff gave out purple light bulbs. 
The campaign was created to promote do-
mestic violence awareness and remind 
survivors that our community supports 
them. The Tu Casa Program encourages 
everyone to take these purple light bulbs 
for their porch to light up the night purple. 

On Oct. 18, Tu Casa, Inc. Outreach Co-
ordinator, Tiffany Martinez-Aponte, host-
ed a special Lunch and Learn at SLVB-
HG, where community members were 
able to learn more about DVAM from our 
Victim Advocates, Mari Avila and Janine 
Jiron. Attendees also joined in our com-
munity outreach project: Painted Rocks. 
These rocks are placed throughout the 
community for survivors to find, so they 
can contact the Tu Casa Program for sup-
port when they are ready. This is one of 
Tu Casa’s biggest outreach projects; these 
rocks provide discrete messages through-
out the San Luis Valley for survivors or 
individuals that are still facing domestic 

violence to see Tu Casa, Inc. is here, they 
are not alone, and there is help available 
to them. 

Tu Casa, Inc. ended the month with our 
annual “Light Up the Night” event. This 
bilingual event was held on Friday, Oct. 
27, under the West Pavilion in Cole Park, 
Alamosa. The event was to honor those 
who have been impacted by domestic vio-
lence, whether through survivorship or 
knowing a loved one who’s been victimized. 
The ceremony started with Tu Casa, Inc. 
Executive Director, Theresa Ortega, de-
livering a heart warming welcome. Mayor 
Ty Coleman came out in support of DVAM 
and survivors to read aloud the Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month Proclamation. 
Janine Jiron, Victim Advocate and Juana 
P. Francisco, Trilingual Family Advocate 
led community members down a path of 
luminarias to the Rio Grande, candles in 
hand lit in honor of victims and survivors. 
Victims were honored in English and 
Spanish leading up to a moment of silence 
after which carnations were dropped into 
the river to honor how people are impact-
ed by domestic violence.

The night continued with guest speak-
ers Angelica Raya-Trejo, Maricela Lucas, 
and Cassandra Arreola of the San Luis 
Valley Immigrant Resource Center, shar-
ing a poem written by a collaborative 
group of clients they have served. Dis-
trict Attorney, Anne Kelly, spoke about 
her experience working with survivors of 
domestic violence and the importance of 
community based agencies like Tu Casa, 

Inc, the Immigrant Resource Center, and 
La Puente. The floor was open for any 
individuals to share their stories or, why 
this event is important to them. Tu Casa 
Program Director, Megan Lang, closed out 
the event showing gratitude for the sup-
port of the community. Attendees were 
welcomed to stay, ask questions about 
services and how to support survivors 
while they enjoyed hot cocoa graciously 
provided by the Alamosa Starbucks and 
homemade cookies made by staff. 

Though the month of October is over, 
Tu Casa, Inc. continues their mission 
to empower children and adults to live 
healthy, violence free lives throughout 
the San Luis Valley. The Tu Casa Pro-
gram continues to host Domestic Vio-
lence 101 support groups every Tuesday 
through December 5th. Services are free, 
bilingual, voluntary, and confidential. If 
you have experienced or are experiencing 
domestic violence and would like to en-
gage in services, please reach out to our 
24-hour hotline at 719-589-2465. Learn 
more, or make a donation, on our website 
at www.slvtucasa.net. If you’d like to vol-
unteer and work directly with survivors, 
contact Lang and ask about volunteering 
with our 24-hour hotline. Hotline volun-
teers are paid a small stipend for their 
time and services. Background checks are 
required..  

For more information and to stay up to 
date with events, follow our social media 
accounts — Facebook: Tu Casa, Inc. And 
Instagram: slvtucasa.

Wrapping up Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Editor,
Once again, it is that time of year to come 

have a delicious bowl of chili with your com-
munity’s firefighters, neighbors, and friends. 

There will also be potatoes, broccoli and 
cheese, ice cream, cake, and refreshments. 
Many door prizes will be given away. 

Most importantly while attending the 

Chili Supper, you can browse the station and 
all the tools and equipment your donations 
have provided the fire department through-
out the years will be on display. Previous 

donations have helped us in purchasing bat-
tery-powered chainsaws, battery-powered 
fans, and thermal cameras. This year with 
your help, we hope to reach our goal of pur-
chasing more specialized equipment for our 
various fire apparatus. 

In 2023, our department has responded 
to over 200 calls and is on pace to meet or 
exceed the call volume from previous years. 
These calls range from structure fires, fire 
alarms, car accidents, grass fires, and gas 
leaks. The department also works together 
with other Valley departments when called 
on for mutual aid. IN addition to responding 
to the many calls, the firefighters have par-
ticipated in hundreds of combined training 
hours to be better prepared when a particu-
lar emergency arises.

In closing, please join us for our annual 
Chili Supper. Every firefighter looks forward 
to seeing our friends, families, and commu-
nity there. The date, place and time again is 
Nov. 11, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Monte Vista 
Fire Department, 401 S. Broadway. 

The Monte Vista Fire Department would 
like to thank you for your continued support.

MVFD Fundraising Committee

MVFD’s annual Chili Supper set for Nov. 11
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mysisterspantryss.com
mysisterspantry.ss@gmail.com
/mysisterspantryspicesseasonings

@mysisterspantryllc

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Friday, November 3

Men & Women’s Swim at University 

of Nebraska at Kearney Invitational at 

Kearney, Neb. (Two Days)

TBA

Women’s Volleyball at Fort Lewis College 

at Durango, Colo.

6:00 p.m.

Saturday, November 4

Women’s Wrestling at Grand Junction, 

Colo.

9:00 a.m.

Men & Women’s Cross Country vs NCAA 

South Central Regional Championship at 

Lubbock, Tex.

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.

Football at Black Hills State University at 

Spearfish, S.D.
 1:00 p.m. 

Women’s Volleyball at Western Colorado 

University at Gunnison, Colo.

6:00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball vs West Texas A&M 

University at Lubbock, Tex.

11:00 a.m.
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Photos by Lyndsie Ferrell

Halloween kicked off at Rio Grande County Social Services on Tuesday morn-
ing, Oct. 31, as students from Del Norte Head Start gathered for some trick 
or treating fun. Staff at the county pass out candy and enjoy celebrating Hal-
loween with students dressed in costumes.

Trick or Treat



Sports

Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports 

editor Ken Hamrick 
on Twitter. His 

handle is 
@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
MONDAY

College women’s 
soccer

Colorado - Col-
orado Springs 5, 
Adams State 0

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY

College women’s 
soccer

N e w  M e x i c o 
Highlands at Adams 
State, 3 p.m.

THURSDAY
College men’s 

basketball
Adams State at 

Weber State (exhi-
bition), 7 p.m.

FRIDAY
Prep girls 

gymnastics
Alamosa at Class 

4A State Meet (at 
Thornton), 3 p.m.

Prep girls 
volleyball

Sangre de Cristo 
at McClave (Class 
1A Region 3 Tourna-
ment), 1 p.m.

Salida at Centauri 
(Class 3A Region 10 
Tournament), 2 p.m.

Salida vs. Sterling 
(Class 3A Region 10 
Tournament at La 
Jara), TBA

Sterling at Cen-
tauri (Class 3A Re-
gion 10 Tourna-
ment), TBA
College women’s 

volleyball
Adams State at 

Fort Lewis, 6 p.m.
College 

swimming
Adams State at 

Nebraska-Kearney 
Invitational, TBA

SATURDAY
Prep football
Alamosa at Delta 

(Class 2A State Play-
offs first round), 1 
p.m.

Arickaree at (Si-
erra Grande at six-
man state playoffs 
first round), 1 p.m.

Centauri at Wray 
(Class 1A State Play-
offs first round), 1 
p.m.

Sanford at Byers 
(eight-man state 
playoffs first round), 
1 p.m.

Prep girls 
gymnastics

Alamosa at Class 
4A State Meet (at 
Thornton), 1:30 p.m.

Prep volleyball
Basalt at Alamosa 

(Class 3A Region 
9 Tournament), 10 
a.m.

Del Norte at Pla-
teau Valley (Class 2A 
Region 6 Tourna-
ment), 10 a.m.

Basalt vs. Uni-
versity (Class 3A 
Region 9 Tourna-
ment), TBA

Del Nor te vs. 
Loveland Classical 
Academy (Class 2A 
Region 6 Tourna-
ment ay Collbran), 
TBA

Sanford vs. St. 
Mary’s (Class 2A Re-
gion 4 Tournament 
at Littleton), TBA

Sanford at Front 
Range Christian 
(Class 2A Region 4 
Tournament), TBA

S a r g e n t  v s . 
Olathe (Class 2A Re-
gion 5 Tournament 
at Mancos), TBA

Sargent at Man-
cos (Class 2A Region 
5 Tournament), TBA

Un i ve r s i t y  at 
Alamosa (Class 3A 
Region 9 Tourna-
ment), TBA
College football

Adams State at 
Black Hills State 
(S.D.), 1 p.m.

College cross 
country

Adams State at 
NCAA South Cen-
tral Region Champi-
onship (at Lubbock, 
Texas), TBA
College women’s 

volleyball
Adams State at 

Western Colorado, 
6 p.m.
College women’s 

basketball
Adams State vs. 

West Texas A&M 
(D2CCA Tipoff Clas-
sic at Lubbock, Tex-
as), 11 a.m.

College 
swimming

Adams State at 
Nebraska-Kearney 
Invitational, TBA
College women’s 

wrestling
Adams State at 

Colorado Mesa, 9 
a.m.
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Four local football teams advance to state 
tournament

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Colorado High School 

Activities Association released the brackets 

for the state football playoffs on Monday.

The brackets are posted on the CHSAANow.

com web site.

In Class 2A, Alamosa is the 16th seed and 

it will travel to top-seeded Delta on Saturday 

for a 1 p.m. kickoff.

Other Tri-Peaks League teams to advance 

include seventh-seeded La Junta which 

will host Pagosa Springs, and 11th-seeded 

Florence which will travel to Greeley to take 

on University.

In Class 1A, Centauri is the 10th seed and 

it will travel to play seventh-seeded Wray 

Saturday at 1 p.m.

In eight-man football, Sanford is the 11th 

seed and it will travel to face sixth-seeded 

Byers Saturday at 1 p.m.

Two other Mountain League teams 

advanced as top-ranked Mancos will host 

16th-seeded Fowler on Friday at 6 p.m. Dove 

Creek is the fifth seed and it will host Vail 
Christian Saturday at 1 p.m.

In six-man football, eighth-seeded Sierra 

Grande is the only local team to host a first 
round game as it will play ninth-seeded 

Arickaree on Saturday at 1 p.m.

Three other teams from the Southwest 

League also advanced. Branson/Kim is the 

seventh seed and it will host 10th-seeded 

Peetz. La Veta is the 11th seed and it will 

travel to sixth-seeded Cheyenne Wells, and 

15th-seeded Primero will travel to second-

seeded Otis.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Alamosa High School quarterback Dyson 
Woodward looks for an open receiver in 
last Friday’s game against Woodland Park. 
The Mean Moose will travel to top-ranked 
Delta for the Class 2A State Playoffs this 
coming Saturday.

Six local volleyball teams to compete at 
regional tournaments

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Colorado 
High School Activities Association 
released the brackets for the 
volleyball regional tournaments 
on Monday.

The brackets are posted on the 
CHSAANow.com web site.

In Class 3A, both Alamosa and 
Centauri high schools will host 
regional tournaments.

The Lady Mean Moose will 
host the Class 3A Region 8 
Tournament on Saturday. They 
are the eighth overall seed will 
begin the tournament against 
29th-seeded Basalt at 10 a.m. 
Basalt will play 17th-seeded 
University in the second match, 
and Alamosa will play University 
in the third match.

The Lady Falcons are the 10th 
seed and will host the Class 3A 
Region 10 Tournament on Friday. 
Their first match is against 27th-
seeded Salida at 2 p.m., and the 
second match is Salida versus 
15th-seeded Sterling. Centauri 
will play Sterling in the final 
match.

In Class 2A, Sargent, Del Norte 
and Sanford all qualified for 
regional tournaments.

The Lady Mustangs will be at 

the Class 2A Region 4 Tournament 
in Littleton on Saturday and they 
are the 21st seed. After 33rd-
seeded St. Mary’s plays Front 
fourth-seeded Range Christian 
at 10 a.m., Sanford will play St. 
Mary’s in the second match and 
Front Range Christian in the 
third.

The Lady Farmers will play in 
the Class 2A Region 5 Tournament 
in Mancos on Saturday. They 
are the 20th seed and will face 
32nd-seeded Olathe in the second 
match and fifth-seeded Mancos 
in the third. Mancos and Olathe 
will play at 11 a.m.

The Lady Tigers will play in the 
Class 2A Region 6 Tournament 
in Collbran on Saturday. They 
are the 31st seed will play in the 
opener against host and sixth-
seeded Plateau Valley at 10 
a.m., and then play 9th-seeded 
Loveland Classical Academy in 
the second match.

Sangre de Cristo will play in 
the Class 1A Region 3 Match at 
McClave Friday at 1 p.m. The 
Lady Thunderbirds are the 22nd 
seed will have a single match 
against the third-seeded Lady 
Cardinals which feature former 
Alamosa student-athlete Emily 
Melgoza.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Saige Hostetter (6) hits the ball while 
Alamosa’s Aubrey Rothermich (11) goes up for the block in a 
match played earlier this season. Both schools will host Class 
3A Regional Tournaments this weekend with the Lady Falcons 
hosting the Region 10 Tournament on Friday, and the Lady Mean 
Moose hosting the Region 8 Tournament on Saturday.

Eight Lady Moose gymnasts to compete 
individually at state meet

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA  –  The 

Colorado High School 
Activities Association 
released the list of 
qualifiers for the state 
gymnastics tournament 
on Monday.

The qualifiers are listed 
on the CHSAANow.com 
web site.

Even though Alamosa 
High School did not 
qualify as a team, eight 

Lady Mean Moose will be 
competing individually.

Five will compete on 
the uneven bars. The 
list includes Hailey 
M a r t i n ,  M c K e n z i e 
Jones, Holly McDaniel, 
Braelyn Martinez and 
Kai Tandberg. McDaniel, 
Martin, Martinez, Kianna 
Morales and Janelle 
Hernandez will compete 
on the floor exercise. 
McDaniel, Martin, Jones, 
Martinez and Emilee 

Cook will compete on the 
vault. McDaniel, Martin, 
Jones and Hernandez will 
compete on the balance 
beam.

Alamosa will compete 

in Group B.

The meet will begin 

Friday at 3:10 p.m. and 

will continue Saturday at 

1:30 p.m. The meet will 

take place at Thornton 

High School.
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By DIANE 
DREKMANN

FORT GARLAND — 
The Fort Garland Mu-
seum had a Fright Night 
on Oct. 27. Iava Wil-
liams, who is an intern 
at the museum, gave a 
tour of the fort, complete 
with ghostly tales.

People gathered in 
the privates’ quarters 
to hear from Gus Miller 
what some have experi-
enced over the years.

“There are many in-
stances where re-enac-
tors would hear some-
thing and nothing would 
be there,” Miller said.

Josh Ortiz told the tale 
of the Espinoza brothers, 
who reportedly killed 
25-30 people in response 
to their sibling being 
killed and not honoring 
the land grant.

Alec Bryant shared 
facts about the infamous 
Alferd Packer and the 
story of cannibalism at 
Donner Pass in Califor-
nia.

As the story goes, “Al-
ferd Packer went to Sa-
guache after the event,” 
Bryant said. “People be-

came suspicious because 
six people started the 
journey. Packer is the 
only one who survived, 
and he had more than 
when he started. Packer 
was eventually found 
guilty of murder and 
hanged.”

Bryant also related 
the popular tale of Maria 
here in San Luis Valley. 
The story is about 500 
years old and is about 
a woman, Maria, who 
drowned her children 
and then herself after 
seeing her husband with 
another woman.

The tour went through 
the barracks and jail 
cells where they had 
“skeletons” of the pris-
oners.

Fright Night had a 
bright side. In the bright-
ly lit Mess Hall, families 
enjoyed baked potatoes 
with all the fixings, and 
games like cupcake toss 
and knockout.

The Sangre de Cristo 
National Heritage Area 
representatives were 
also on hand. They are 
a non-profit involved in 
preserving, protecting 

culture, and historical 
buildings across Colo-
rado 

The Fort Garland Mu-
seum will continue fes-
tivities for the Day of 
the Dead from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. on Nov. 4. There 
is an ofrenda in the pri-
vates’ quarters where 
the ghost stories were 
told. People can bake tra-
ditional bread “Pan de 
Muerto” or Bread of the 
Dead in the traditional 
outdoor oven called an 
horno that day. Children 
will be performing folk-
lorico dances. There will 
also be crafts.

Antonia Ortiz, mu-
seum educator, also “in-
vites the community to 
come the second Thurs-
day of the month for 
“Vecinos” (neighbors) 
coffee from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. There will be hot 
cocoa, tea, and coffee. A 
local couple plays mu-
sic. Sometimes there is a 
potluck. It is a time for 
neighbors and the com-
munity to gather. Ortiz 
hopes to have monthly 
events like crafts or 
paint nights.

Photo by Diane Drekmann

The Fort Garland Museum had a Fright Night on Oct. 27.

Spooky stories 
shared at Fort Garland 
Museum Fright Night

Courtesy photo

Tri-County Senior Living Center in Monte Vista has its annual Halloween decora-
tions up and ready for trick or treaters. The residents enjoy visits from local youth 
and look forward to seeing their costumes every year, center officials said.

Tri-County 
decorates for 

Halloween
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COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38-103 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 950-23
To Whom It May Concern: This Notice is given with regard to the fol-
lowing described Deed of Trust:
On April 18, 2023, the undersigned Public Trustee caused the Notice 
of Election and Demand relating to the Deed of Trust described below 
to be recorded in the County of Alamosa records.
Original Grantor(s)
Seth Hollendoner and Jordan Webster and Maddison Leiker and 
Richard Rice
Original Beneficiary(ies)
Charles Barone
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt
Stephen J. Cole-Hatchard
Date of Deed of Trust
May 31, 2016
County of Recording
Alamosa
Recording Date of Deed of Trust
June 13, 2016
Recording Information (Reception No. and/or Book/Page No.)
363263 
Original Principal Amount
$57,600.00
Outstanding Principal Balance
$53,979.92
Pursuant to CRS §38-38-101(4)(i), you are hereby notified that the 
covenants of the deed of trust have been violated as follows:  Failure 
to pay the monthly installments of principal and interest from May 1, 
2017, through May 1, 2018, and the final payment due June 1, 2018.
THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
The NW1/4NW1/4 and the NE1/4NW1/4 of Section 5, Township 38 
North, Range 11 East of the N.M.P.M.
Also known by street and number as: Circle DJ Ranch, Parcels Num-
bered 32 and 33, Alamosa, CO 81101.
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED HEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROP-
ERTY CURRENTLY ENCUMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED 
OF TRUST.
NOTICE OF SALE
The current holder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of 
Trust, described herein, has filed Notice of Election and Demand for 
sale as provided by law and in said Deed of Trust. 
THEREFORE, Notice Is Hereby Given that I will at public auction, 
at 10:00 A.M. on Wednesday, 11/29/2023, at County Office Building, 
8999 Independence Way, Alamosa Colorado, sell to the highest and 
best bidder for cash, the said real property and all interest of the said 
Grantor(s), Grantor(s)’ heirs and assigns therein, for the purpose of 
paying the indebtedness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured 
by the Deed of Trust, plus attorneys’ fees, the expenses of sale and 
other items allowed by law, and will issue to the purchaser a Certifi-
cate of Purchase, all as provided by law. 
First Publication 10/4/2023
Last Publication 11/1/2023
Name of Publication Valley Courier
IF THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER DATE, THE 
DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE 
PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED;
DATE: 04/18/2023
Amy McKinley, Public Trustee in and for the County of Alamosa, State 
of Colorado
By: Amy McKinley, Public Trustee
The name, address, business telephone number and bar registra-
tion number of the attorney(s) representing the legal holder of the 
indebtedness is:
Jeffrey E. Motz #35972
Paul E. Motz #7740
Motz Law Firm, LLC P.O. Box 779,  Alamosa, CO 81101 (719) 589-
6676
Attorney File # 
The Attorney above is acting as a debt collector and is attempting 
to collect a debt. Any information provided may be used for that pur-
pose.
No. 3585.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 4, 11, 18, 25, & November 
1, 2023.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Public Hearing before the Cone-
jos County Board of Adjustments will be held on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 8, 2023, at 6:15 PM. The hearing will be held in the Commission-
ers Meeting Room at the Conejos County Courthouse, 6683 County 
Rd 13, Conejos. The purpose of this hearing is to consider an applica-
tion for a Variance to the County setback requirements.  
The applicant is Nancy Kamby, 16356 County Road X, La Jara. The 
property is legally described as: TR 2 of the Virgil & Sherri Valdez 
Division of land in the NW1/4 of Section 14, Township 35 N, Range 9 
E, NMPM, Conejos County, Colorado. Parcel #572114200100.
The full details of this application are available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Land Use Administrator at the Conejos County Court-
house during regular office hours of 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.  Interested 
persons may appear to be heard at the public hearing.
Linda DeHerrera
Land Use Administrator
No. 3592.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 7 & November 1, 2023.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the following individuals are indebted to 
Alamosa Storage for past due rent. Auction will be conducted pursu-
ant to 38-21.5-103 (1)(c)(III) thru 36-21.5-103 (e)(j). Auction will be 
conducted online with selfstorageauction.com starting November 6, 
2023. Alamosa Storage reserves the right to bid on any unit. Sale of 
a unit is subject to cancellation in the event of a settlement between 
landlord and obligated party.
Erica Andrews #29 10x20x8 Miscellaneous items
Keith Rios #C3 8x20x8 Kitchen table, mattress, box spring, beds 
frames, bikes, smoker, etc.
Peter Authelet #C14 8x10 Car seats, sinks, barrels, crates, tile, other 
miscellaneous items
Peter Authelet #C19 8x10 tile, miscellaneous items
Abigayle Farmer #B22 8x10 Aquarium tanks, freezer, mini fridge, and 
table
Tim Lopez #4 5x10 Miscellaneous items 
Tim Lopez #77 10x10x8 Miscellaneous items
Tim Lopez #B16 8x10 clothes, boxes of miscellaneous items, bike
Jennifer Montoya #B29 8x10 Construction tools
No. 3628.
Published in the Valley Courier October 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 
November 1, 3, & 4,  2023.

TOWN OF BLANCA
NOTICE AS TO PROPOSED BUDGET

Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to 
the Board of Trustees for the ensuing year of January 1 to December 
31, 2024.  That a copy of such proposed budget has been filed in the 
office of the Town Clerk at 601 Main Street, Blanca, Colorado, where 
same is open for public inspection.  That such proposed budget will 
be considered at a public hearing to be held during the regular meet-
ing on December 6, 2023, at 7PM, or as soon thereafter as the matter 
can be heard, at the Town Hall, 601 Main Street, Blanca, Colorado.
Any interested elector within the Town of Blanca may inspect the pro-
posed budget and file or register any objections thereto at any time 
prior to the final adoption of the budget.
Dated October 5, 2023
TOWN OF BLANCA
BLANCA, COLORADO
By:  Rayna Sanchez, Town Clerk
Posted at Town Hall: October 5, 2023
No. 3632.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 24 & November 1, 2023.

NOTICE
Rio Grande County is soliciting sealed bids from qualified contractors 
for 2023 AIRFIELD PROJECTS, to be constructed for RIO GRANDE 
COUNTY, COLORADO.  Bids will be received at the County Office 
until 1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 28, 2023. Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud on Tuesday, November 28, 1:00pm at the 
County Office, 925 6th Street, Room 207, Del Norte, CO 81132.
An Optional Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 07, 2023 
at 1:00 pm at the Astronaut Kent Rominger Airport, 883 Co Rd 22, 
Del Norte, CO 81132.
The project consists of a 2-inch asphalt overlay to Runway 6-24, a 
new 450 feet Proposed Taxilane construction East of Taxiway B, and 
the rehabilitation of existing taxiways and apron pavements with a 
608H Seal Coat treatment.
Bids will be received for a single prime contract. Bids shall be on a 
lump sum and unit price basis with additive alternate bid items as 
indicated in the Bid Form.
Digital copies of the bid documents are available from the county 
at www.riograndecounty.org. Those downloading the contract docu-
ments electronically are responsible for verifying the completeness of 
contract documents received view download. Failure to download a 
complete set of digital contract documents will not be a factor consid-
ered in the evaluation of bids or form the basis for any bid protest. In 
order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive 
all necessary addendum (s) for this project, you must be on the Plan-
holder’s List, which requires the plans being downloaded from www.
riograndecounty.org.
Bids shall be accompanied by a bid security in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders. The successful Bidder must furnish Perfor-
mance and Payment Bonds in accordance with the Contract Docu-
ments.
Bidders must be licensed to perform work within the state of Colo-
rado.
Bids must remain in effect for 60 days after the bid opening date. 
Within 60 days from the bid date, the Owner may award the contract 
to the lowest responsive, responsible Bidder or reject any or all Bids 
for the Project.
The RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO reserves the right to re-
ject any or all Bids, to waive irregularities in the Bids and bidding 
deemed to be in the best interests of the RIO GRANDE COUNTY, 
COLORADO,and to reject nonconforming, nonresponsive, or condi-
tional bids.
No. 3642.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 27, 28, 31, November 1, 
3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, & 21, 2023.

RIO GRANDE DRAINAGE DISTRICT
DEL NORTE, COLORADO

NOTICE AS TO PROPOSED BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to 
the Board of Directors for the ensuing year of January 1 to December 
31, 2024.  That a copy of such proposed budget has been filed in the 
office of the District, at 8775 N. County Rd. 5 W. Del Norte, Colorado, 
where same is open for public inspection.  That such proposed bud-
get will be considered at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors 
to be held at 2:00 p.m. at the Rio Grande Canal Water Users office, 
147 Washington Street, Monte Vista, Colorado November 9, 2023.
Any interested elector within the District may inspect the proposed 
budget and file or register any objections thereto at any time prior to 
the final adoption of the budget.
Dated: October 25, 2023.
Rio Grande Drainage District, Del Norte, Colorado
By:  Larilee J. Yeager
Secretary
No. 3643.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 11, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

I NJ U RY R E COV-
ERY: VICKI uses the 
gently touch of Cra-
niosacral Therapy and 
neural manipulation to 
treat the whole body to 
restore balance in your 
bones, joints, nervous 
system, and organs for 
longer lasting recovery. 
Vicki Ariatti 720-216-
7533. (10/31/23)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTHCARE: 20 
plus years’ experience. 
Wanting to take care of 
your loved one. 719-588-
6472. (11/8/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE OFFICER or 
POLICE APPRENTICE 
to protect the lives, safe-
ty, health, welfare, and 
property of individuals 
within the corporate 
limits of Alamosa by 
enforcing municipal, 
state and federal stat-
utes, ordinances and 
laws.  Incumbents may 
be assigned to the Pa-
trol Division, Investi-
gations Division and/
or special assignments 
necessary to protect 
and serve the needs of 
individuals relating to 
law enforcement. Hiring 
annual salary is $49,400 
- $59,383 DOQ, FLSA 
Non- Exempt. Fringe 
benefits include a 401K 
retirement with a 10% 
employer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employ-
er paid life insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships. For a full 
job description and to 
apply, visit cityofala-
mosa.org or stop by City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Ave. 
The City of Alamosa 
provides Equal Oppor-
tunity Employment for 
accommodations please 
submit them in writing 
with the application. Ap-
plication deadline - open 
until filled. (12/2/23)
CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE CH I EF to 
provide administrative 
leadership, direction, 
planning, and organizing 
the activities of the Po-
lice Department in law 
enforcement and crime 
prevention. Hiring an-
nual salary is $103,869 
- $113,300 DOQ, FLSA 
Exempt. Fringe benefits 
include a 401K retire-
ment with a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year, and 80 
hours of exempt PTO a 
year. Employer paid life 
insurance, STD, LTD & 
AD&D, 75% of medi-
cal, vision, and dental 
premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. For a full job de-
scription and to apply, 
visit cityofalamosa.org 
or stop by City Hall at 
300 Hunt Ave. The City 
of Alamosa provides 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment for accom-
modations please submit 
them in writing with the 
application. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23)
ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for 
EXPERIENCED OR 
TRAINABLE CON-
CRETE LABORERS to 
join our team. Respon-
sibilities include form-
ing, pouring, finishing 
concrete, and additional 
labor/equipment opera-
tion as needed. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials. Must be willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week. Must be motivated 
and proactive. Offer re-
tirement, medical, den-
tal, vision insurance and 
paid vacation/ holidays. 
Pay based on experi-
ence. (11/18/23) 

B O O K K E E P E R : 
LOCAL, WELL-RE-
SPECTED non-profit 
agency hiring a book-
keeper for a 6-MONTH 
TERM. Responsibilities 
include assistance with 
accounts payable, ac-
counts receivable, pay-
roll, and special proj-
ects. We’re looking for a 
motivated, values-driven 
individual with experi-
ence in QuickBooks 
and Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of serving others. 
FT, $20.00/ hr; $1,000 
completion bonus after 
6 months. Inquire about 
benefits. Send cover let-
ter, resume/request job 
description to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909, 
ext238.  www.lapuente.
net . (11/17/23)

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC at DEL 
NORTE & MONTE 
VISTA have a Full-Time 
MA or LPN position 
available in our busy 
Primary Care Clinic’s. 
Must be dependable, 
have the ability to multi-
task, be a self-starter and 
pay close attention to 
detail. RGH is an EOE. 
Complete an application 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org under 
Contact/Employment. 
Additional questions, 
contact Ted Andersen 
at teda@riograndehos-
pital.net or call 719-657-
2418. (11/15/23)

ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for an 
experienced (5+ years 
preferred) CONCRETE 
FOREMAN in residen-
tial, commercial, and 
heavy civil construction 
to join our team. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials, ability to mea-
sure accurately and read 
plans and specifications.  
Forman will be running 
a crew of 5-10 members. 
Must be a team player, 
keep crew motivated, 
complete jobs in a time-
ly manner, and willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week.  Offer retirement, 
medical, dental, vision 
insurance, and paid va-
cation/ holidays. Pay 
based on experience. 
(11/18/23)

RADIOGRAPHER, 
CT TECHNOLOGIST 
(Full-Time) Specific du-
ties and responsibili-
ties: All X-ray, CT, OP, 
IP, and ER trauma ex-
ams. Join our incred-
ible patient centered and 
service-oriented team! 
Must be motivated and 
available to work flex-
ible shifts. Apply at 310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . Full 
Benefits. Please see hos-
pital website for more 
information. Contact 
Jerilyn Hamlin 719-657-
4150 for more informa-
tion. RGH is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
(11/15/23)

WA R D  C L E R K , 
NEEDED Full-Time 
days at RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL. Amazing 
opportunity to join our 
incredible patient-cen-
tered and service-orient-
ed team. Must be moti-
vated and available to 
work flexible shifts. Ap-
ply at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time NIGHTS at 
RIO GRANDE HOSPI-
TAL. Amazing opportu-
nity to join our incred-
ible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

4

$24.00
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

 

C N A ,  N E E D E D 
FULL-TIME NIGHTS 
at RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time ER Days at 
RIO GRANDE HOSPI-
TAL. Amazing opportu-
nity to join our incred-
ible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting applications for 
a TEACHER AID. This 
position is full time, 
38 hours/ week. Must 
have a Colorado Shines 
Level 2 or equivalent. 
Starting pay is $15.50 
to $16.25 depends on 
experience. Applications 
are available at Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 
Sherman Ave., MONTE 
VISTA, Colorado. For 
more information, you 
may contact the Direc-
tor by email, Director@
MVheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. An em-
ployment application 
must be complete. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(11/4/23)

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS now h i r ing 
BREAKFAST MAN-
AGER. Apply in person. 
(11/4/23)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of FINANCE DI-
RECTOR. The Finance 
Director has direct re-
sponsibility and super-
vision of all aspects of 
the Finance Department 
which includes fund 
accounting, financial 
reporting, payroll, ac-
counts payable, accounts 
receivable, pension and 
retirement accounting, 
revenue col lect ions, 
purchasing, auditing, 
budgeting, preparation 
of the Annual Finance 
Report, and monitors the 
financial position of the 
municipality. Five (5) 
years progressively re-
sponsible experience in 
Accounting and Finance 
and a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Accounting, Public or 
Business Administra-
tion with an emphasis 
in accounting, financial 
management or a relat-
ed field is required. An 
equivalent combination 
of education and experi-
ence may be considered.  
This is full time employ-
ment. The salary range 
is  $70,000 -$75,000 
DOE, plus full benefits. 
To apply please visit: 
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or applica-
tions can be picked up at 
City Hall, 95 W. 1st Ave 
Monte Vista, CO 81144. 
Please provide updated 
resume with application. 
Position will remain 
open until filled, first re-
view November 9, 2023. 
EEO ADA. (11/14/23)

AU T O  T E C H N I -
CIAN:  HIRING BO-
NUS. Competitive wag-
es. Health, dental, 401k, 
PTO and paid holidays. 
Monday-Friday. Pick up 
application at AUTO-
MOTIVE CONCEPTS 
in ALAMOSA or email 
resume to info@auto-
concepts.us (11/3/23)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
FA R M  W O R K E R 
HOUSING CORPO-
RATION is seeking a 
qualified PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE Po-
sition in ALAMOSA. 
Minimum of 3 years’ 
experience. Must be 
knowledgeable in heat-
ing, small appliance 
repair, plumbing, and 
minor electrical work, 
landscaping, painting 
and cleaning apar t-
ments to make ready. 
Willing to be on call 
after normal working 
hours. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Must be 
able to pass background 
investigation and a drug 
test. Wage is determined 
upon experience. Job 
will close on November 
15, 2023. Mail resume to 
980 S. Broadway, Cen-
ter, Co. 81125. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
Employment. (11/15/23)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SERVICES is a 
rapidly growing con-
s t r uc t ion  c ompa ny 
seeking an ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT. This full-time 
position requires out-
standing personal skills, 
organization, and gen-
eral computer appli-
cation skills focusing 
on MS Office and the 
Google work environ-
ment. Salary will be 
commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SERVICES is a 
rapidly growing con-
struction company want-
ing an additional team 
member to work as a 
full-time MECHANIC 
located in ANTONITO, 
Colorado. This posi-
tion requires a work-
ing knowledge of re-
pairing heavy equip-
ment, trucks and most 
vehicles. Salary will 
be commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

LUBE TECH/GEN-
E R A L  S E RV IC E: 
HIRING BONUS. Com-
petitive wages. Health, 
dental, 401k, PTO and 
paid holidays. Monday-
Friday. Pick up applica-
tion at AUTOMOTIVE 
CONCEPTS in ALA-
MOSA or email resume 
to info@autoconcepts.us 
(11/3/23)

S LV  R E G I O N A L 
LA N DF I LL i s  ac -
cepting applications 
for a full-time EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Benefits include 100% 
Paid Employee Only 
Health, Dental & Vision 
Insurance, Sick/Vaca-
tion Leave, Retirement 
Match. Applications & 
Job Description can be 
picked up at the SLV 
Landfill office or visit 
our website http://slv-
landfill.com for more 
information. Starting 
wage $17.00 per hour 
depending on experi-
enc e.  Appl ica t ions 
will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
For  more  i n for ma-
tion, contact Leonard 
Brown (719)-852-3810 
or lbrown@slvlandfill.
com  (11/11/23)
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Classifieds
345 -

WOOD

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

307 - 

APPLIANCES

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

525 - 

GUNS

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

720 - HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

H ELP WA N T E D: 
COOK & WAITRESS 
(will train) at the Wagon 
Wheel in LA JARA. 
Contact Margie, 719-
274-5965. (11/1/23)

RED HILL LAVA 
PRODUCTS is looking 
for a LABOR/MAIN-
TENANCE PERSON. 
Please call Jon Armen-
ta at 719-480-9595. 
(11/10/23)

CDOT IS LOOKING 
fo r  T E M P OR A RY 
HIGHWAY MAIN-
TENANCE SPECIAL-
ISTS for Monarch Pass 
for the winter season. 
Positions would be 40 
hours/week with the 
opportunity for over-
time. Pay is $24.44/
hour. This position will 
receive per diem and 
CDOT will arrange for 
employee to stay in a 
hotel for their sched-
uled working days. If 
i n t e r e s t e d ,  a p p l y 
at https://bit.ly/wolf-
creekpass (11/10/23)

WANTED LOCAL 
DRIVER WITH CDL 
license to HAUL HAY. 
Driving experienced 
preferred. Must have 
c l e a n  M V R,  d r ug 
testing required, off 
weekends & holidays. 
If interested, call 719-
843-5446. (11/7/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
CUSTODIAN. Appli-
cations can be down-
loaded at  www.san-
fordschools.org. San-
fo rd  Scho ol  i s  a n 
EOE&E. (11/4/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applica-
tions for a full-time 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER. Applicants 
must have experience 
operating heavy equip-
ment such as backhoes 
and tractors and lawn 
equipment, as well as 
knowledge of general 
maintenance repairs, 
street repairs, weed 
c on t r o l ,  mo s qu i t o 
spraying and under-
standing or willingness 
to gain knowledge of 
water and sewer opera-
tions. Applications may 
be picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. For 
more information call 
719-274-5363. (11/3/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applica-
tions for POLICE OF-
FICER. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
certified; willing to sub-
mit to background and 
criminal history checks 
as well as a psychologi-
cal test. Salary ranges 
from $43,000.00 to 
$45,000 depending on 
experience. The Town 
of La Jara offers an 
excellent benefit pack-
age that includes vision, 
dental and medical in-
surance, PTO and paid 
holidays. Applications 
may be picked up at 
La Jara Town Hall, 221 
Broadway. (11/3/23)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accept-
ing applications for 
(1) MANASSA EL-
EMENTARY PHYSI-
CAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER, start date 
of November 6, 2023. 
Applicants must hold 
a cur rent Colorado 
Teaching License or 
the ability to obtain 
one. Applications are 
available at the Admin-
istration office, 17887 
US Hwy 285, La Jara, 
CO 81140 or can be 
downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
until position is filled. 
Submit appl icat ion 
to Mr. Darren Edgar, 
Superintendent. EOE. 
(11/1/23)

UNABLE TO DRIVE. 
NEED TRANSPOR-
TATION biweekly for 
shopping. Live 2 miles 
from Splashland. Text 
719-480-1990, Robert 
will return call. Prefer 
senior citizen, retired 
individual. (11/1/23)

W O R K I N G  T O -
GETHER FAMILY 
ADVOCATE- LA PU-
ENTE seeks a moti-
vated, qualified person 
to improve PARENT/
CHILD EDUCATION, 
increase family self-
sufficiency and build 
community partner-
ships. We will train the 
candidate with the best 
written and oral com-
munication skills. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Send 
resume/work references 
to hr@lapuente.net . 
(10/31/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High School 
G I R L S  BA S K E T-
BALL COACH. Ap-
plications can be down-
loaded at www.sanford-
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(10/31/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass 
a background check, 
be able to work inde-
pendently, and be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Appli-
cant must also be able to 
work in all weather con-
ditions (snow removal/
general landscaping).  
If interested, please 
contact Demo Trujillo, 
719-657-4040 x4007, 
dtrujillo@urtigers.co.  
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (11/10/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School  Yea r. 
Qualifications; Must 
hold a valid State of 
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense or such alterna-
tive as the Board of 
Education may find 
appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(11/4/23)

WANTED RELIEF 
DRIVER hauling US 
Mail. 1-2 days a week, 
$25 hour. 719-850-
9866. (11/1/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE is 
hiring a DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR. 
Ful l-t ime/par t-t ime 
TBD. Position can be 
mostly remote. Major 
responsibilities include 
creating a development 
strategy, writing grant 
applications, working 
with donors, and build-
ing a fundraising plan. 
Salary $34.37-$39.78/
hr. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning 
10/20/2023. Visit al-
pineachievers.org for 
position description and 
instructions. (10/31/23)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL-
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

SPRINKLER WIN-
TERIZATION, RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings & week-
ends: 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593. (12/1/23)

K E N M O R E 
4-BURNER ELEC-
TRIC STOVE: very 
lit tle use, l ike new, 
$200. Call 719-588-
4663. (12/26/23)

USED WASHER & 
DRYER, great condi-
tion, $500/obo. Call 
719-589-6254 or 719-
589-3134. (11/1/23)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(11/1/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(11/24/23)

FIR EWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23)

I NEED A supply of 
ASPEN LOGS to be 
D E L I V E R E D  T O 
GUFFEY, Colorado. 
Up to 500-1,000 cords, 
cut to 16-20’ lengths, 
limbed, self-loader. Call 
Chuck Rinkor 719-689-
0586 with price and any 
questions. (11/1/23)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick.

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

WILD WEST MAG-
AZINES: $15 takes all. 
719-852-8879. (11/8/23)

L A R R S  M I N I  – 
T h e r m  J V H  GA S 
F I R E D  B O I L E R , 
160,000 BTU; $450.  
½ HP INLINE CAST 
IRON PUMP 1-inch 
inlet/outlet; $150. 719-
379-3921. (11/4/23)

BRAND NEW, STILL 
in box, SPEED WALK-
E R  a n d  W H E E L -
CHAIR. Sold only as 
pair. $600, 719-849-
0483. (10/31/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

L A R G E  D O G 
HOUSE made of fiber 
glass. Will accommo-
date any size dog; $50. 
Must pick up. Call 719-
379-3921. (11/4/23)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E (s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(10/31/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

1 BEDROOM & 2 
BEDROOM apartment 
for rent in ALAMOSA, 
$560. Call 720-202-
9734. (11/3/23)

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

4BR /2BA HOUSE 
FOR rent, NEAR ALA-
MOSA-HS, park, shop-
ping, hospital. $1,450/
monthl+utilities+deposit, 
no smoking, application 
required. 719-588-8828. 
(11/17/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N  T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

‘07 SUBARU WAG-
O N  n e e d s  m o t o r : 
$1,500. ‘02 SUZUKI 
DRZ400: $750, needs 
motor. Old GOOSE 
N E C K  H O R S E 
T R A I L E R :  $ 8 0 0 . 
(11/25/23-CR)

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: I live 
in a rural community in 
southern Indiana. It’s an 
“everyone goes to church 
on Sunday, and everyone 
knows everyone” kind of 
place. I was employed at 
the local health care cen-
ter here for almost four 
years before quitting to 
become a full-time care-
giver and homemaker.

 During my time at 
the health care facility, I 
became acquainted with 
an elderly gentleman. 
We became good friends, 
and remain good friends 
to this day. I visit with 
him several times a week, 
when time allows, and we 
talk on the telephone. 

 The problem is, his 
family doesn’t like that 
I am a homosexual male 
and that I have such a 
close relationship with 
him. He does not want me 
to stop visiting, nor do I 
want to. What can I do to 
make everyone relax, so 
he and I can still remain 
good friends without 
someone disapproving? 
-- UNAPPRECIATED 
FRIEND

 DEAR FRIEND: I 
wish I understood exactly 
what the family’s objec-
tion is to your friendship 
with this person. Are 
they afraid you are after 
his money? Or are they 
incapable of understand-
ing that homosexuals can 
(and do!) have platonic 
friendships with straight 

folks? 
 If you and that gentle-

man want to remain 
friends, you may have to 
grow a thicker skin. You 
cannot please everyone, 
and whether his family 
“approves” is beside the 
point. I hope you will keep 
doing what you have been 
doing because it is benefi-
cial for that man to have 
a friend he can count on.

 DEAR ABBY: My sis-
ter, who is quite a bit older 
than me, was married to 
a man for more than 20 
years. He was a part of my 
family from the time I was 
3. When I was a teenager, 
he made a “move” on me, 
which was disgusting 
because I trusted him. 
My family swept it under 
the rug and downplays it 
to this day. If that wasn’t 
enough, I twice caught 
him cheating on my sister. 
They eventually divorced. 

 As an adult, I want 
nothing to do with him. 
However, my sister and 
mother insist on him 
being involved in our im-
portant gatherings. I feel 
they completely disregard 
my feelings, and I have 
since removed myself 
from those gatherings. I 
feel cheated, but they say 
it’s “necessary” for him to 
be around their shared 
children, and they keep 
trying to make me feel 
like I am being unreason-
able. Am I? -- LITTLE 
SISTER IN TENNES-

SEE
 DEAR SISTER: You 

are not unreasonable; you 
are pragmatic. You come 
from a family that prefers 
to ignore misbehavior 
rather than confront and 
deal with it. I don’t know 
if you have had psycho-
therapy, but from what 
you have written you 
might have -- and with a 
very competent therapist. 

 Enforcing boundar-
ies is not unreasonable. 
While your sister and 
mother may prefer hid-
ing their heads in the 
sand “for the sake of the 
children,” who by now 
should be pretty close 
to adulthood, you have 
every right to keep your 
distance. From my per-
spective, what you are 
doing is healthy.

Family wants friendship 
with gay man to end
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Halloween Festival draws goblins and other little monsters
By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Ful-

lenweider Park came to 
life with tiny witches, lit-
tle zombies, werewolves, 
wizards, skeletons, and 
other more to enjoy all the 
games, candy, and festivi-
ties on Friday, Oct. 27, for 
the Halloween Festival.

The Monte Vista Cham-
ber of Commerce along 
with the Mystic Valley Art 
Council and the San Luis 
Valley Heathens hosted 
and organized the event, 
that drew approximately 
200 people to the park. 
In one corner of the park 
a large maze was set up 
with hay bales. Children 
wearing costumes walked 
and ran through the maze 
and laughed while enjoy-
ing candy and talking with 
friends. The scent of pop-
corn filled the air at the 
park.

Children had their faces 
painted with sparkly de-
signs and fun temporary 
tattoos designed for Hal-
loween by Get Inked of 
Monte Vista. A giant Big-
foot walked all over the 
park talking to all the chil-
dren, making some of the 
kids scream with delight 
and laugh as he gave the 
kids handshakes, hugs, 
and growls. 

There were approxi-
mately seven cars set up 
for trunk or treat and 
many children could be 
seen getting candy from 
the cars as they ran hap-
pily from car to car. All 
over the park adults were 
dressed up with their 
children. One family was 
dressed up like the Ad-
ams Family complete with 
Morticia, Gomez, Thing, 
and Wednesday. The fam-
ily’s golden retriever had a 
striped shirt on to repre-
sent Pugsley. 

Irene Sandoval had her 
grandchildren with her 
who were dressed up as 
the twin girls from the 
movie “The Shining.”

“Everyone looks so hap-
py out here. It’s so cold, but 
nobody is leaving. I think 
they are having too much 
fun. My granddaughters 
ran through the maze and 
keep wanting to go again. 
Whoever put this on, did a 
good job. We like it,” San-
doval said.  

One little girl who was 
dressed like Jessie the 
Cowgirl from “Toy Story” 
kept telling her little broth-
er who was dressed like 
Buzz from “Toy Story,” “To 
Infinity and Beyond,” as 
she ran through the park. 

Rebecca and Adrian 
Hurtado were part of the 
trunk or treat crew giving 
out candy at the event. Re-
becca said, “We have had a 
great turn out tonight, lots 
of kids coming to get can-
dy. This is a great event 
for the family and commu-
nity.” 

Tony Ortega and his 
wife, DJ Ortega, were at 
the event with their two 
children. Tony said, “It’s 
cold but this is just fun. 
The Bigfoot was pretty 
cool walking all over the 
park and that maze thing 
is a great idea. It helps to 
have stuff like this, the 
kids really love it. I wish 
they would have kept 
Moonlight Madness like 
they had it before though, 
with the businesses the 
same night too, but this is 
pretty fun. As a family we 
have had fun.”

Photos by Marie Mccolm

About 200 people attended the Halloween 
Festival on Oct. 27 at Fullenweider Par in 
Monte Vista. The Monte Vista Chamber of 
Commerce along with the Mystic Valley Art 
Council and the San Luis Valley Heathens 
hosted and organized the event.


