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4.31% APY* 
Certificate of Deposit– 11 Month

*Also available for an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).  APY stands for Annual 
Percentage Yield.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. This 11-month CD or IRA 
special will automatically renew at the end of the term for 6 months.  Fees incurred 
on the account may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to earn APY on a CD or IRA is 
$1,000. Effective August 29, 2023.  This CD Special is available for a limited time and 
will end without notice.  .  Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender.

Minimum balance 
to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

ALAMOSA — Innovation 
Propane Solutions is a 
premier gas supplier with a 
dedicated team that provides 
exceptional customer service. 
They offer propane delivery, 
tank sales and rentals, and 
appliance installations. They 
can also help find the best 
propane appliances for their 
customers’ needs. IPS is 
a LEAP vendor and offers 
finance options.

For more information, call 
804-4GASGUY.

End of 
Irrigation 

Season for all 
areas of Valley

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The 
Division Engineer for Division 
3 of the Colorado Division of 
Water Resources announced 
that the Irrigation Season will 
end on Nov. 1 for irrigation 
structures within all Water 
Districts in Division 3, except 
for District 20.

The Irrigation Season will 
end on Nov. 8 for irrigation 
structures in Water District 
20, which is the Rio Grande 
mainstem.

For more information, 
contact the Division of Water 
Resources at 719-589-6683.

Adams State 
Choir Concert 

performs in 
Sacred Heart 

Church
ALAMOSA — The Adams 

State University Chamber 
Choir’s first concert of the 
season begins a 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Nov. 3, in the Alamosa 
Sacred Heart Church, 715 4th St.

Performances will include 
a wide variety of repertoire 
from the Baroque period to the 
modern age, on diverse subjects 
including the sacred; the bonds 
of friendship; reaching out 
to comfort; the panic when 
we don’t have enough time; 
words by early civil rights poet 
and activist, James Weldon 
Johnson; and words of hope 
and self-empowerment by 
social awareness and activist 
composer, Michael Bussewitz-
Quarm.  

Admission is free for AS&F 
and Friends of Music, $5 for 
adults, and $1 for K-12 students 
and seniors.

Innovation 
Propane 

Solutions is 
LEAP vendor

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
SOUTH FORK — Just in 

time for the colder months, the 
South Fork Friends Foundation 
(SFFF) announced last week 
that the Rickel Park ice rink and 
basketball court will be finished 
soon.

“We are really excited to have 
this done in time for winter and 

we want to thank everyone who 
helped make this happen. The 
community of South Fork is so 
supportive, and we will all ben-
efit from having this wonder-
ful addition to our town,” said 
South Fork Friends Foundation 
President Luke Brennen. 

Funding for the project was due 

Courtesy photo

The South Fork Friends Foundation announced last week that the 
new Rickel Park ice rink and basketball court will be finished soon. 
The project was made possible due to generous donations from the 
community and Rio Grande County, and a grant from the Robert Hoag 
Rawlings Foundation in Pueblo.

Rickel Park ice rink 
and basketball court 

nears completion

■ See RICKEL page 3
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The Adams State Visual Art Galleries, in Ala-
mosa, will exhibit Taos, N.M., artists Robin 
Stanaway ‘Light and Glass’ and Mary Hoff-
man ‘Upcycle: A Play on Light’ from Nov. 10 
through Dec. 15.

Internationally 
recognized artist will 
exhibit in the Cloyde 

Snook Gallery
By ADAMS 

STATE 
UNIVERSITY
ALAMOSA — 

Two contemporary 
art exhibitions at 
Adams State Uni-
versity bring an 
entirely new look 
at explorations 
with light, glass 
and photo-upcycled 
materials. Artist 
Robin Stanaway’s 
exhibition;“Light 
and Glass — in the 
spirit of Taos Alche-
my,” and Mary Hof-
man’s exhibition; 
“Upcycle: A Play 
on Light,” will open 
November 10 in the 
Adams State Galler-
ies.

Stanaway’s work 
will be installed in 
the Cloyde Snook 
Gallery and Hoff-
man’s work will 
be in the adjacent 
Hatfield Gallery.  

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — On Tues-

day, Oct. 24, Alamosa’s 
Chief of Police submitted 
his letter of resignation 
to City Manager Heather 
Sanchez, bringing to close 
a career with APD span-
ning 23 years, the last 
five as Alamosa’s top cop.

The following day, 

Chief Anderson sat down 
for an interview with the 
Valley Courier to share 
his reasons for resigning, 
some of which included 
interactions with City 
Manager Sanchez and his 
belief that his profession-
al opinion was neither 
heard nor respected. See 
the Oct. 27 edition of the 
Valley Courier.

The Valley Courier 

reached out to Sanchez 
for her response to Ander-
son’s comments.

What follows is a tran-
script of that conversa-
tion. Due to the conversa-
tion’s length, Sanchez’s 
comments were edited for 
length and clarity, which 
she was informed would 
happen before the story 
was published.

Interview with Heather 

Sanchez
VC: Did Chief Ander-

son have the opportu-
nity to provide input into 
city projects addressing 
homelessness before the 
projects were presented 
to and approved by coun-
cil?   

HS: Yes. 100%. I meet 
with the chief every other 
week. The chief is also Heather Sanchez

Alamosa City Manager

City Manager responds to APD 
Chief’s comments in resigning

Photos courtesy of 
Yula Cisneros Mon-

toya with El Llamado 
Hispano.

Día de los Muertos, a day to gather, remember, and celebrate loved ones who went before 
us. According to Yula Cisneros Montoya with El Llamado Hispano, last Saturday, the Alamosa 
County Chamber of Commerce Hispano/Latino Committee, El Llamado Hispano, invited the 
public to their annual celebration of Día de los Muertos, which was held at the Visitor’s Cen-
ter. This year, they had a two-level altar display with an ofrenda (offering) with food delicacies 
and exquisite beverages for our difuntos (deceased). For the living, they offered café (coffee), 
infusión de canela (cinnamon infusion), xocolatl caliente (hot chocolate) and pan de muerto 
(Mexican bread of the dead). There was also Mexican candy and healthy tangerine “Hallow-
een pumpkins” for the little ones. For activities, they offered edible calaveras de azúcar (sugar 
skulls) to decorate and a coloring calavera area to enter for a contest. They also had a contest of 
calaveras literarias (literary skull), a satirical writing in verse composed for the Day of the Dead. 
And, to honor our dead, they had a Photo Collage Wall. More than 75 people were in attendance 
throughout the event, all of whom had a wonderful time.

Día de los Muertos
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PENDING OBITUARY

OBITUARY

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS 
MEETINGS

VALLEY — The San 
Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 

NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-
ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

School Menu
Tuesday

October 31, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Chicken & Waffles

Steamed Broccoli/Veggie Bar
Fruit Sidekicks

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Booberry Bread

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Chicken & Waffles

Steamed Broccoli/Veggie Bar
Fruit Sidekicks

Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Chicken & Waffles

Steamed Broccoli/Veggie Bar
Fruit Sidekicks

Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

It is with immense sad-
ness that we announce 
the passing of our beloved 
Husband, Father, Grand-
father, Great-Grandfa-
ther and friend to many. 
Cipriano “Sepe” Jose Pa-
checo, 85, passed away 
peacefully at his home on 
Oct. 24, 2023, surrounded 
by his loving family.

Sepe was born to Lucas 
and Delfina (Abachich-
ia) Pacheco on March 7, 
1938, in Saguache, Colo., 
where he resided until he 
married the love of his 
life Nadine Archuleta on 
July 11, 1960, at the St. 
Francis Jerome Catholic 
Church. They shared 63 
beautiful years together 
and raised a beautiful 
family. He always stayed 
very strong in his faith.

Sepe worked in Agri-
culture in the Valley for 
over 50 years, the last 15 
of those he was a Tractor 
Foreman. Sepe belonged 
to the Knights of Colum-
bus in Center. He was 
a Boy Scout Master in 
earlier years. Sepe was 
involved in his church 
and community, he sat 
on many boards through-
out the years. He enjoyed 
watching the Denver 
Broncos, enjoyed wood 
burning, loved to make 
rosaries for his friends 
and family. 

Cipriano ‘Sepe’ Jose Pacheco

Sepe loved his family 
ferociously and enjoyed 
spending time with them. 
He loved to go fishing 
with his wife. You could 
always count on him to 
make you laugh with a 
funny joke or story, he 
also liked card tricks. 
Sepe loved to eat sweets, 
especially Ginger Snaps.

Those left behind to 
cherish his memory and 
carry on his legacy are his 
wife Nadine, his children 
Beatrice (Bea)  (Joey) 
Gallegos of Monte Vista, 
Colo., Paul Pacheco of 
Mesa, Ariz., Barbara Pa-
checo of Alamosa, Colo.; 
his grandchildren Jenni-
fer Pacheco, Jason (Letty 
Romero) Pacheco, Bran-
don Gallegos, Christina 
(Ron Lopez) Sisneros, 
Michael (Layla Anzelc-
Tolian) Sisneros; great-

grandchildren Maya 
Pacheco, Makayla John-
son, Lucas Pacheco, and 
Andres Lopez; extended 
family; the Consaul’s, 
and many nieces, neph-
ews, and friends.

Sepe was preceded in 
death by both his parents 
Lucas Pacheco and Del-
fina Abachichia-Pacheco, 
and his brothers Ramos 
Pacheco, Tio Pacheco, Di-
dio Pacheco, and Elovio 
Pacheco.

Cremation was chosen 
and a recitation of the Ro-
sary will be at 9:30 a.m., 
Funeral Mass at 10 a.m. 
on Nov. 4, 2023. at St. 
Francis Jerome Catholic 
Church. Interment will 
be at a later date. 

In Lieu of flowers, 
please consider donations 
to Hospice Del Valle, 514 
Main St., Alamosa CO 
81101.

With sincere thanks 
and gratitude, the family 
thanks Hospice Del Valle 
for the care and kindness 
they gave to our dear fa-
ther and our entire fam-
ily.

Rogers Family Mortu-
ary is in care of arrange-
ments, to leave online 
condolences, tributes 
and words of comfort for 
Sepe’s family, please visit 
www.RogersFunerals.
com.

San Luis resident Alfred Walter Romero, 57, passed away Oct. 29, 2023. Ar-
rangements are pending and will be announced through Romero Funeral Home 
of Alamosa.

Alfred Walter Romero

By FRIENDS OF THE 
ALAMOSA LIBRARY
ALAMOSA — After 

another year of success-
ful book sales and Little 
Free Library circulation, 
Friends of the Alamosa 
Library will be able to 
donate a hefty sum to the 
library for new program-
ming and special projects.

Friends of the Library 
is a small group of active 
volunteers who could use 
some help. If you are a 
book lover, consider be-
coming a volunteer. From 
collecting and sorting 
book donations to mail-
ing out member notices, 
there are many tasks nec-
essary to keep this group 
running. Work can be 
done independently or as 
part of a team. For more 
information, call 719-588-
9410.

Membership in the 
Friends is also a way to 
help out. November is 
the month for renewing 
or starting your member-

ship. Members get 20% off 
purchases at Spines and 
forgiveness of late fees 
from the library. Visit the 
Colorado Gives website 
at www.coloradogives.org 
or to the circulation desk 
at the library to sign up. 
Individual membership is 
only $10 per year.

The Alamosa Library is 
a great resource for our 

community that is wor-
thy of your investment of 
time and money.

Courtesy photo

Last week, the Boys and Girls Clubs of the San Luis Valley and numerous busi-
nesses and community members in Alamosa participated in the nationwide event 
‘Lights on Afterschool.’ Lanterns were hung in business windows throughout 
downtown and community members were asked to ‘keep a light on’ during after-
school hours. ‘Lights on Afterschool’ is an annual event held in October and orga-
nized by the Colorado Afterschool Partnership through the Afterschool Alliance. 
Each year, thousands of communities across the United States come together to 
promote much needed afterschool programs and the support they provide for 
families, communities, and most importantly youth. Boys and Girls Clubs of the 
San Luis Valley provide after-school programs for over 1,000 youth across the 
Valley. They are proud to keep the ‘Lights on Afterschool’ in numerous locations 
including Alamosa, Blanca-Fort Garland, Antonito, Center, Saguache, and Moffat. 
After-school programs have been shown to improve youth social and emotional 
competencies, prosocial behavior, self-motivation, concentration, sense of self-
worth, and reduction in crime and juvenile delinquency.

Lights on 
Afterschool

By SHUMEI 
GALLERY

CRESTONE — Mari-
ka Popovits, a long-time 
Crestone resident and 
painter, will be showing 
her work at the Shumei 
Gallery in Crestone in 
November and Decem-
ber. A symposium with 
Popovits will be held at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 19. 
A reception will follow.

Popovits was trained 
early in art by her archi-
tect father and later by a 
portrait painter. She con-
tinued her education at 
the Universities of Den-

ver, Syracuse, and South-
ern California. She has 
exhibited in European 
galleries, Sedona, Ariz., 
and Taos, N.M. After a 
rich and busy career, she 
no longer wished to work 
publicly, which prompted 
her seclusion in Crest-
one for the past 20-plus 
years.

“My vision as a paint-
er working in the medium 
of the early Renaissance 
is to reveal the hidden 
and diaphanous nature of 
Reality, painted in a con-
templative immersion 
and translating it to the 

viewer in a similar state. 
They appear abstract 
but are not, since what 
they depict is immaterial 
and beyond form or even 
symbols.  Translating 
the formless is the 
creative transmission of 
an artist who is equally 
free of identity,” said 
Popovits.

Visit Popovits and 
learn more about her 
work from 3 to 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, Nov. 19. This 
event is free to the public. 
Visit www.shumeicrest-
one.org or call 256-5284, 
for more information.

Courtesy photo

Shumei hosts painter Marika Popovits through November and December in the Shu-
mei Gallery.

Marika Popovits featured 
artist for November and 

December at Shumei 
International

Friends of the Library needs 
volunteers and members
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to generous donations and 
grants awarded over the 
last two years. The court-
ice rink is a 108-feet-by-
115-feet concrete pad that 
will be a multi-functional 
platform for basketball 
and skateboarding in the 
summer and an ice rink in 
the winter. 

The foundation has 
had a successful year and 
announced earlier this 
spring that they were 
awarded two grants to 
help fund the project in 
Rickel Park. The ice skat-
ing rink is one of the main 
attractions in South Fork 
during the winter months 
and though it has been 
available for public use 
for several years, having 
it placed on a permanent 
foundation will help with 
the quality of the ice.

According to the foun-
dation, other uses can 
be pickleball, roller blad-
ing, roller skating, ice 
hockey, and bicycling, for 
starters. The foundation 
has been working with 
the Town of South Fork 
and True Grit Excava-
tion on this project. One 
grant for $20,000 came 

from the Robert Hoag 
Rawlings Foundation in 
Pueblo and the other for 
$30,000 came from Rio 
Grande County. The cost 
of the project is $98,560 
for phase one. 

Three years ago, a new 
shed was built near the 
rink and thanks to the 
generous donations of lo-
cal businesses like 8200 
Sports and others, the 
warming hut was filled 
with ice skates that can 
be used by the public for 
free. SFFF accepts dona-
tions which help fund the 
project as it moves for-
ward.

The organization in 
partnership with the 
South Fork Visitor Cen-
ter will be hosting several 
events this winter includ-
ing Saturday Night Skate 
Night, bonfires, curling 
competitions and more. 
The new addition to the 
town will only add to the 
ever-growing community 
and economic stability of 
the area during the win-
ter months. 

For more informa-
tion or to stay informed 
of coming events, follow 
the South Fork Friends 
Foundation on Facebook 
or visit www.southfork.
org.

Courtesy photo

The opening reception is 
scheduled from 5 until 7 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 10. 

Stanaway works with 
hand blown and fused 
glass, projected and re-
flected light to generate 
sculptural installations 
which immerse the view-
er in a contemplative ex-
perience.

“This work is my re-
sponse to our cluttered 
world,” Stanaway said.

The artwork presented 
in this upcoming exhibi-
tion has been created in 
and influenced by Stan-
away’s sixteen years of 
living in the light of Taos, 
N.M.

The artist’s work is per-
manent collections such 
as the National Museum 
of Women in the Arts, as 
well as public art com-
missions.

Stanaway earned an 
M.F.A. in glass sculpture 
from Ohio State Universi-
ty. Stanaway exhibits ex-
tensively including shows 
in New York City, Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, 

Washington, D.C., Am-
sterdam, Paris and Ger-
many, as well as Santa Fe 
and Taos, N.M.

The exhibition will con-
tinue through Dec. 15. 
For more information on 
Stanaway, visit STAN-
AWAY.GLASS.

Concurrently at Adams 
State’s Hatfield gallery 
the exhibit “Upcycle: A 
Play on Light,” by Mary 
Hoffman, is simpatico 
with Stanaway’s “Light 
and Glass” show. Hoff-
man is also a long-time 
resident of Taos, N.M.

Hoffman’s passion is to 
explore discarded materi-
al trends and re-purpose 
discarded material into 
utilitarian articles or art 
forms.

“Like many rural ar-
eas across America, recy-
cling is optional and the 
pressure on landfills is 
overwhelming,” Hoffman 
said. “There is a need to 
draw attention to this 
challenge and art is an 
ideal way to get through 
to people.” 

In this exhibit, Hoff-
man utilizes discarded, 
archival fine-art photo 
slides and other materi-

als that reflect light to 
create functional works 
that result in tranquil at-
mospheres. 

Hoffman has received 

multiple awards and fel-
lowships and has exhib-
ited throughout Colorado 
and northern New Mexi-
co.

Courtesy photo

part of the leadership 
team that meets every 
single week, and we talk 
about the issues. We talk 
about these projects. We 
debate about these issues. 
And we debate about these 
projects. 

VC: Chief Anderson is 
saying that he was not in-
formed of the Airport Road 
project from the beginning 
but only after the grant 
was already in progress. 
Are you saying he’s incor-
rect? 

HS: Yes. I had pictures 
that I showed in a pre-
sentation to the chamber 
of commerce. I gave the 
presentation to city coun-
cil. He was at city council. 
We also discussed it in 
staff meetings. That was 
before we applied for the 
housing grant. That was 
all wrapped up in that pre-
sentation that he has seen 
multiple times. 

We talked about it as 
staff and he could bring 
up any concerns, which he 
did, and I listened, and we 
discussed them. And he 
said, “That makes sense, 
can you come and make 
that presentation to my 
department.” Then he 
set up a meeting for me 
to come and make that 
homeless presentation to 
his department prior to 
the awarding of the grant.

VC: Has Chief Anderson 
ever expressed to you con-
cerns with Airport Road?

HS: We had like an 
hour-long conversation 
on it. I asked him who 
he thought was going to 
be in the housing and he 
thought it was people from 
St. Benedict’s. I told him it 
was going to be people who 
were couch surfing or who 
might be exiting the foster 
system and yes, there will 
probably be some people 
who won’t work out, so 
it won’t be the easiest 
group, but it won’t be the 
St. Benedict’s group. So, I 
explained the whole strat-
egy and he said that made 
sense and would I talk to 
his department.

But he is presenting a 
situation where I haven’t 
listened to him and not 
listening to his concerns, 
and that’s not accurate. 
He never expressed again 
the level of frustration he’s 
expressing now.

VC: Do you challenge 
his statement that the 
police department is be-
ing impacted by homeless-
ness?

HS: No, I’ve never dis-
agreed with that. They’re 
on the front lines for a 
portion of what you expe-
rience from homelessness. 
I think it’s important to 

realize there’s a spectrum 
of homeless (sic) that don’t 
interact with the police. 
Police have the unfortu-
nate role of interacting 
with probably the most 
challenging homeless that 
we have. 

VC: It’s one thing to 
listen to someone’s con-
cerns or complaints. It’s 
another thing to act on 
them. Can you recall any 
adjustments to city home-
lessness projects made in 
direct response to what 
Chief Anderson has ex-
pressed as a concern?

HS: I’ve always taken 
his input, and everything 
he’s asked for from a bud-
get perspective I’ve given 
him, and council has given 
him. 

VC: So, he has never 
requested more patrol of-
ficers?

HS: He has said “I think 
we need more patrol of-
ficers.” What I’ve always 
told the chief is that I need 
to see the call volume. 
Maybe a call that used to 
take an hour is now tak-
ing four hours. Whatever 
details will help me under-
stand what they’re facing, 
I need to know. 

But I also need to know 
have you streamlined your 
operations so we’re using 
the officers at the highest 
level. For example, do we 
still do funeral escorts? 
How much time does that 
take? And council should 
maybe discuss do we still 
do that versus should we 
pay $60,000 for a new of-
ficer.

We need the data in or-
der to evaluate do we need 
new officers, and have we 
maybe streamlined every-
thing before we do that? 
It’s the same thing I make 
every department go 
through before we approve 
a full-time employee. 

I was very clear saying 
to his department I don’t 
have an opinion but give 
me the numbers and we 
will go from there.

VC: When Chief An-
derson released numbers 
on Iron Horse that were 
second only to Walmart, 
he said in an interview he 
needed more resources to 
meet that need. When I 
repeated that to you and 
asked if APD was going 
to get more resources, you 
wrote, “That’s ridiculous. 
All of the calls he’s get-
ting are calls he would be 
getting anyway, they just 
happen to be in one loca-
tion.”

HS: This is an area 
where I’ve changed my 
opinion slightly. My point 
was yes, there was a large 
call volume but just saying 
there’s more calls at Iron 
Horse doesn’t tell me if 
there have been less calls 
or more calls anywhere 

else. 
It’s not as if we went 

from no calls to 100. But 
Chief explained to me that 
sometimes when you have 
certain individuals with 
certain behaviors in the 
same place, it can build 
upon itself. And I said, 
that’s a very good point. 
But it’s still not like it’s 
zero to 100. 

VC: Is the only metric 
you’re using the number 
of calls?

HS: No. Just number 
of calls won’t reflect their 
workload. I’ve asked them 
to give me their call vol-
ume, what it looks like, 
what it is on a per offi-
cer basis and have they 
streamlined their depart-
ment. They have not given 
me that information.

VC: When a department 
has only 26 patrol officers, 
gets around 30,000 calls 
per year in a city that has 
one of the highest crime 
rates in the state, do you 
think it’s realistic to ex-
pect that depth of data — 
call volume, types of call, 
broken down per officer for 
an entire year?

HS: If you take a look 
at communities across the 
nation, a consistent mes-
sage is police chiefs think 
they need more people. 
The call numbers, what 
they’re like broken down 
by officer will tell you.

It’s 100% reasonable 
and normal to have that 
information come from the 
department head. He has 
two secretaries, two cap-
tains and he could have 
helped. He is at a level 
where he can pull that to-
gether. I’ll tell you, in oth-
er departments who have 
wanted more employees, 
they have done this. It was 
not an unreasonable ask.

VC: Is Chief Anderson 
prohibited from commu-
nicating directly with the 
city council without your 
permission?

HS: In this form of gov-
ernment, my role is to 
protect departments from 
political concerns, so if he 
has concerns, he should 
bring those to me, and I 
do take those concerns to 
council.

There has never been an 
issue that he brought up 
that I haven’t shared with 
council. That happens 
at work sessions where 
issues are more compli-
cated. Council is sitting 
around the table plus staff 
relevant to that issue and 
they’re talking with back-
and-forth flow of informa-
tion. 

VC: Has Chief Ander-
son attended any work 
sessions where the council 
discussed homelessness 
with him?

HS: I’m trying to rack 
my brain — I don’t know if 

he’s been there or if we’ve 
had a work session specific 
to homelessness. They’ve 
talked about it at retreats. 

VC: You said that you 
wished you’d had the 
frank conversations with 
him before he resigned. In 
your opinion, do you think 
you’ve created the context 
where he can safely ex-
press his opinion? 

HS: I told him I would 
rather he would have 
been talking to me like 
this before and it’s not fair 
because he wasn’t being 
direct in telling me how 
serious his concerns were. 
He admitted to not being 
direct with me, so it’s not 
that I was not listening to 
him.

VC: In this conversa-
tion, there are very few 
things Chief Anderson 
has said that you acknowl-
edged as being legitimate. 
Most of what you’re saying 
is that Chief Anderson is 
not being truthful. 

HS: I never thought I 
would be in this position, 
but I have no other way to 
describe it. When he says I 
was micromanaging, even 
including a simple promo-
tion, he is leaving out a 
significant amount of the 
context and it’s extremely 
important to include that.

[At this point, Sanchez 
goes into depth about 
two lawsuits filed against 
APD, both of which were 
settled and involved some 
remediation actions with 
the department.) 

During this process 
there were some things 
Chief wanted to do that 
could have put us at risk 
of additional lawsuits, so I 
had to tell him to wait un-
til we sought input from 
an employment attorney. 
Once we got that advice, I 
was able to say go ahead. 
Never before have I been 
part of any promotion.

It’s not that I’m a micro-
manager. I’m almost the 
opposite. This concept of 
him not being heard is not 
accurate.

VC: So, is there no com-
mon ground between you 
and Chief Anderson?

HS: I believe we are 
struggling with homeless-
ness and that impacts his 
department more than 
any other. I agree that 
there are going to be indi-
viduals in Airport Housing 
that will not be successful, 
but if they are creating 
some behaviors that are 
causing problems, they 
will be evicted. People will 
be paying rent. This isn’t 
free housing. This isn’t 
a no consequence type of 
situation. But I feel that 
Chief Anderson has dedi-
cated his life to this com-
munity, and I believe that 
he wants what is best for 
this community.

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

DEL NORTE — Dur-
ing the Del Norte High 
School football game on 
Saturday, Oct. 21, the 
Rise Above Booster Club 
presented Coach Dan 
Roach with a scale that 
will be used by the wres-
tling and football teams 
of the Upper Rio Grande 
School District.

Booster club President 
Yolanda Martinez and 
Nicole Martinez pre-
sented the scale to Coach 
Roach after weeks of 
running the concession 
stands with other mem-
bers of the club.

“We have worked for 
about six weeks to raise 
enough money to buy the 
scale. We know how hard 
these students and coach-
es work and it is some-
thing we are really happy 
to do,” said Martinez.

In addition to running 
the concession stands, 
the youth booster club 
also held a 50/50 raffle 
that helped provide funds 
for the scale. “Most of the 
people who participated 
in the raffle donated their 
winnings back to the club 
which was just amazing. 
We have good people in 
this community, and they 
show their support when-

ever they can,” continued 
Martinez.

The Rise Above Boost-
er Club is an active part 
of the district, bringing 
parents, coaches and stu-
dents together for several 
different activities and 
fundraisers. The club 
typically raises funding 
for the Rise Above Tackle 
Club in years past but 
has since branched out 
to help the high school 
teams as well. 

The club consists of 
President Yolanda Mar-
tinez, Vice President Ja-
net Ortiz, Secretary Ni-
cole Martinez, Treasurer 
Michele Velasquez, and 
members at large Crys-
tal Martinez, Geraldine 
Trujillo, Steven Marti-
nez, Brooke Calkin, Terry 
Phillips, Tiffany Cardova 
and Blare Britt. 

The club will be rais-
ing money this winter 
through concessions and 
other activities like the 
50/50 raffle to buy base-
ball bat and helmet hold-
ers for Voss Field so be 
sure to look for them in 
future sporting events! 
For more information, 
please visit www.dncsd.
org or follow the district 
on Facebook under Del 
Norte School District. Go 
Tigers! 

Courtesy photo

Rise Above Booster Club members presented Coach Dan 
Roach with a scale for the wrestling and football teams 
at the Upper Rio Grande School District. The club worked 
for six weeks to raise the money for the scale and will be 
working to raise more funding for equipment.

Rise Above Booster 
Club donates 

equipment to wrestling, 
football programs



Page 4 Valley Courier Tuesday, October 31, 2023

Lifestyles

(ISSN 1047-1170)

Keith R Cerny
Publisher

Your FIRST Source for Local News

The Valley Courier is published daily, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday by San Luis Valley Publishing, 2205 State Ave., Alamosa, Colo. 
81101. Web site: www.alamosanews.com. Periodicals Postage: is paid at Alamosa, Colo., Monte Vista, Colo., La Jara, Colo., and Fort Garland, Colo. 
Phone (719) 589-2553. Postmaster send change of address to P.O. Box 1099.

Debbie Sowards Advertising Manager
Adam Lopez Advertising & Digital Sales
John Waters News Editor
Priscilla Waggoner Staff Writer

Ryker Alonzo Editorial Assistant
Ken Hamrick Sports Editor
Shasta Quintana Circulation
Richard R. Quintana Mailroom Supervisor/Press

Brian Williams
Managing Editor

we want your photoswe want your photos
we’re celebrating we’re celebrating 

our veterans!our veterans!
We’re running special photo pages in We’re running special photo pages in 

our November 11th edition for Veteran’s our November 11th edition for Veteran’s 

Day to honor those who are serving, and Day to honor those who are serving, and 

have served, in our nation’s military.have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along Please send your service picture along 

with your name, branch of service, rank with your name, branch of service, rank 

and hometown to:and hometown to:

ebone@alamosanews.com or to ebone@alamosanews.com or to 

P.O. Box 1099 Alamosa, CO 81101P.O. Box 1099 Alamosa, CO 81101

deadline for submission: november 6deadline for submission: november 6

2205 State Avenue, Alamosa • Ph: 719-589-2553

**If your Veteran’s Photo has appeared in this section 

since 2013 there is no need to bring your photo in as 

we have it on file and it will print again.**

MV Emergency Food 
Bank to benefit 

from Colorado Grille 
event Nov. 9

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — 

Colorado Grille will 
be donating 10% of 
all their sales in Ala-
mosa and Del Norte on 
Thursday, Nov. 9, to the 
Monte Vista Emergency 
Food Bank.

The Monte Vista 
Emergency Food Bank 
serves up to 600 peo-
ple every year for its 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas distribu-
tions. As the holidays 
draw near, the needs of 
the food bank grow big-
ger, food bank Execu-
tive Director Jennifer 
Becker said.

“Our food bank runs 
solely on the generous 
donations of the commu-
nity. Individuals, busi-
nesses, churches, clubs, 
and schools make our job 
a lot easier in helping 
to provide for people’s 
food needs. We are still 
in need of many dona-
tions to provide food for 
the holidays,” she said. 
“I am so appreciative 
of the Colorado Grille 
doing this for the food 
bank. One thing that is 
so important to me is to 
help feed the community 
and never allow anyone 
to go hungry. I truly ap-
preciate what the Colo-
rado Grille is doing and 

all the other generation 
donations and support 
that the food bank has 
been given. The dona-
tions help so much.”

Becker said that she 
is also appreciative of 
the support from the 
community and the San 
Luis Valley Landfill as 
the weekend of Oct. 28 
was, Make a Difference 
Day.  

Make a Difference 
Day, is a day when peo-
ple can clean up their 
yards, take their trash 
to the San Luis Valley 
Regional Landfill and 
donate nonperishable 
food items to pay the 
fee.

Costs will vary, a pick-
up or a carload, or single 
axle trailer is 16 food 
items, a loaded pick up 
and a single axle trailer 
is 32 food items, a loaded 
pick up and a double-axle 
trailer is 48 food items, 
and a dump truck is 64 
food items. All larger 
loads will be adjusted ac-
cording to size. The hours 
for the Make a Difference 
Day will be from 8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. on Saturday, 
Oct. 28. All the food will 
be donated to the Monte 
Vista Emergency Food 
Bank.

The food bank does 
have specific needs for 

the holidays and tries 
to provide everything a 
household would need 
to make a traditional 
holiday meal. Dona-
tions for the following 
items are also being ac-
cepted at the food bank 
— turkeys, ham loaves, 
dressing, sweet pota-
toes, cranberries, green 
beans, pumpkin, evapo-
rated milk, crushed 
or chunked pineapple, 
chicken broth, cream of 
mushroom soup, cake 
and cookie mixes, boxed 
Jello, and canned olives. 
The food bank requests 
that all the items be un-
opened and not expired. 

Becker wishes to 
thank the Colorado 
Grille, the San Luis 
Valley Regional Land-
fill, and everyone in the 
community who has do-
nated and will donate to 
the Food Bank. Becker 
stated, “Together we 
can make a difference 
and make sure that no-
body is hungry this holi-
day season and all year 
round.” 

For more information, 
contact the Monte Vista 
Emergency Food Bank 
at 719-852-4851. Mon-
etary donations can be 
mailed to the food bank 
at PO Box 844, Monte 
Vista, CO 81144.

By DIANE 
DREKMANN

COSTILLA AND 
CONEJOS COUNTY — 
Some farms and ranch-
es in the southern San 
Luis Valley continue to 
struggle with dry condi-
tions, despite some parts 
of Costilla and Conejos 
counties battling flooding 
earlier this year.

Costilla County cattle 
rancher Bob Johnson 
says, “It’s been rough on 
everyone. Some people 
have had to sell their cat-
tle to make ends meet. 
It’s dry as a bone.”

Conejos County sheep 
farmer Elena Miller 
Ter-Kuile of Cactus Hill 
Farm, shares Johnson’s 
sentiment.

“It has been so dry. We 
struggled to keep things 
growing...We need the 
moisture,” she said. 

Both come from ag-
ricultural backgrounds 
with families that have 
been farming and ranch-
ing for generations.

Johnson worked on his 
grandfather’s farm and 
his exe’s dairy farm in 
Wisconsin. Ter-Kuile ‘s 
grandfather was a sheep-
herder in northern New 
Mexico and settled in 
Capulin.

As a farmer or rancher, 

one has to be optimistic.
“Hopefully next year 

we pray will be better. 
We’ll get rain again,” 
Johnson remarked.

Ter-Kuile said, “The 
season was good minus 
the drought.” 

People who are not 
in agriculture may not 
understand the role the 
weather and more plays 
in the daily life of a 
rancher or farmer.

“We have to battle 
Mother Nature and na-
ture, like worrying about 
coyotes getting our ani-
mals,” said Johnson, who 
has seen a lot of changes 
since moving to San Luis 
Valley seven years ago to 
raise cattle.

“Not good changes...
If things continue there 
won’t be a San Luis Val-
ley in 25 years,” he said. 
“The population has 
grown, people coming 
with their ideas wanting 
to change things.”

In addition to battling 
the elements, predators 
and more, cattle ranch-
ers like Johnson are bat-
tling the court system as 
well. Colorado is a fence 
out state. State law al-
lows open grazing. Cattle 
graze on the open land 
alongside wild horses. 
Shepherds herd their 

sheep to their summer 
and winter pastures.

People can put up a 
fence on their property 
to keep out the grazing 
animals. Costilla County 
Commissioners are pro-
posing something “oppo-
site to state, that outlaws 
open grazing...and peo-
ple are getting penalized 
for grazing,” as Johnson 
what is being proposed.

Doing this Johnson 
says, “would hurt every-
one. People would have to 
buy feed and find water...
San Luis Valley needs to 
be left alone. They have 
had it the same way for 
centuries. We will be 
fine.” 

He has a word of advice 
for those who are moving 
from the city to San Luis 
Valley.

“Life is slower here. 
You need to go with the 
flow,” he added.

Ter-Kuile grazes her 
sheep on private proper-
ty and was not aware of 
the Costilla County pro-
posal. 

Cactus Hill Farm spe-
cializes in brightly col-
ored handspun yarn 
from her many varieties 
of over 300 sheep she 
owns. For more informa-
tion, visit online www.
cactushillfarm.com.

Farmers, ranchers 
continue to battle 

dry conditions
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Several of the Green Acre Hemp Farm products have 
helped people suffering from a wide range of ailments 
or used to just enjoy the health benefits that the prod-
ucts bring to their lives, according to owners Jim and 
Lisa Strang.

Green Acres Hemp Farm recognized by Farm Bureau
Jim Strang 
says 2023 
growing 

season was 
successful

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
— Owners of Green Acres 
Hemp Farm located just 
outside of Alamosa, re-
ported a successful grow-
ing season for this year 
and some new updates 
that will propel them into 
the future.

Jim and Lisa Strang 
have owned and oper-
ated this business in the 
Valley for over 10 years 
and continue to be one of 
the top producing hemp 
growers in this region.

For the 2023 growing 
season, Jim Strang de-
cided to grow three differ-
ent strains of hemp that 
are then produced into 
several different types of 
products offered by the 
company.

“I wanted to grow a 
high-grade CBGA which 
we named La Crème and 
a CBDA that we named 
Frost. Both strains were 

tested as part of our an-
nual requirements and 
came back with excellent 
results,” said Jim Strang.

In addition to the La 
Crème and Frost strains, 
Jim Strang also produced 
a full-spectrum CBD 
strain that he called Or-
ange Sunshine.

“These strains are used 
to treat all different types 
of ailments from some as 
simple as weight loss to 
others that are as seri-
ous as seizures, different 
types of cancers and even 
Autism in children,” Jim 
Strang said. “Over the 
last few years, research 
on the effects of CBD for 
these ailments has in-
creased and we are so 
happy to see reputable 
researchers from places 
like Harvard and Yale 
that proves something 
we as hemp growers have 
known all along.”

Strang and his wife 
have clients all over the 
country who come to 
them specifically for their 
products not only because 
of the high quality of 
their hemp but also be-
cause unlike other retail-
ers, Jim and Lisa believe 
in caring for their clients, 
learning their needs and 

helping them in every 
way they can.

“I say it all the time, 
but I will never not say it. 
When it comes to hemp, 
know your growers,” Jim 
Strang said. “Know what 
is in your products. Know 
how they extract the 
CBDs from the plants, 
what parts of the plants 
they use. It matters when 
dealing with CBD just as 
much as it does with any 
other type of medicine. 
The market is saturated 
with low quality products 
that are mass produced. 
It’s a sad truth but truth 
non-the-less.”

Jim Strang also stated 
that this year, they went 

down and were finger-
printed which was part 
of the process required to 
have their hemp crop rec-
ognized through the Colo-
rado Farm Bureau.

“Our hemp is now listed 
just like any other crop in 
Colorado. It is right up 
there with corn or pota-
toes. We are held to those 
standards, and we are fi-
nally being recognized,” 
Jim Strang said.

Green Acre Hemp Farm 
still has all their same, 
trusted products ranging 
from lotions, MTC, RSO, 
Olive oil-based tinctures, 
gummies, and more.

“Next year, we plan to 
grow vegetables with the 

hemp crop,” Jim Strang 
said. “We did a test year 
this season and the crops 
did really well together 
so as a means to provide 
more fresh produce to the 
San Luis Valley, we plan 
to expand on what we 
did this year and have it 
available for vendors and 
the public.”

For more information 
or to purchase products 
from Green Acres Hemp 
Farm, visit www.greena-
creshempfarm.com.

For over 10 years, Green 
Acre Hemp Farm has 

produced and sold quality 
hemp products to people 
from all over the country. 
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Sports 
Bulletin

Follow sports 
editor Ken Hamrick 

on Twitter. His 
handle is 

@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
WEDNESDAY

Prep girls 
volleyball

Center def. Sierra 
Grande 25-22, 25-
17, 25-16

THURSDAY
Prep girls 
volleyball

Alam os a  d e f. 
Fowler in four sets – 
scores not reported

Ignacio def. Sar-
gent 25-23, 14-25, 
25-17, 28-26

FRIDAY
Prep football
A l a m o s a  4 3 , 

Woodland Park 7
C e n t a u r i  4 5 , 

Monte Vista 0
Center 49, Trini-

dad 0
Dove Creek 50, 

Sargent 8
Granada 52, Si-

erra Grande 22
Ignacio 14, Del 

Norte 6
Miami-Yoder 44, 

Sangre de Cristo 16
Sanford 58, Do-

lores 8
Prep girls 
volleyball

Cotopaxi def. An-
tonito 25-11, 23-25, 
25-15, 25-19

Creede def. Crip-
ple Creek-Victor 
19-25, 25-17, 25-23, 
25-21

Rye def. Sanford 
25-11, 25-8, 25-12

Sanford def. Trini-
dad 25-23, 25-16, 
25-16

SATURDAY
Prep football
Mountain Valley 

55, Antonito 0
Prep girls 
volleyball

Cent aur i  de f. 
Clear Creek 25-13, 
25-14

Cent aur i  de f. 
Gunnison 25-20, 
20-25, 15-12

Cent aur i  de f. 
Meeker 27-25, 25-17

Center def. South 
Park in three sets – 
scores not reported

Del Norte def. 
Walsenburg 25-14, 
25-13, 25-20

Manzanola def. 
Mountain Valley 
23-25, 25-20, 25-13, 
25-21

Monte Vista def. 
Atlas Prep 25-18, 
25-16

Monte Vista def. 
Mitchell 25-21, 25-
21

Monte Vista def. 
Pueblo Central 25-
16, 25-18

Rifle def. Centauri 
25-15, 17-25, 15-12

Sand Creek def. 
Monte Vista 25-19, 
25-15

Sangre de Cristo 
def. Custer County 
25-14, 25-18, 25-15
College football

South Dakota 
Mines 63, Adams 
State 9
College women’s 

volleyball
A d a m s  S t a t e 

def. Chadron State 
(Neb.) 23-25, 25-21, 
21-25, 25-19, 15-9
College women’s 

basketball
Colorado 81, Ad-

ams State 57 (exhi-
bition)

SUNDAY
College men’s 

soccer
W e s t m i n s t e r 

(Utah) 2, Adams 
State 1
College women’s 

soccer
Adams State at 

Colorado-Colora-
do Springs - post-
poned
College women’s 

basketball
New Mexico 60, 

Adams State 45 (ex-
hibition)

MONDAY
College women’s 

soccer
Adams State at 

Colorado-Colorado 
Springs - late

SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY

College women’s 
soccer

N e w  M e x i c o 
Highlands at Ad-
ams State, 3 p.m.
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HOW DO I 
QUALIFY?

Simply contact our office and provide 
the following information.

• First & Last Name
• Medicaid ID number/Date of Birth
• Your Local Primary Care Provider’s Name

OUR SERVICES
• Serving Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, 

and Saguache Counties
• Offering NEMT, Workman’s Compensation, Non Medical 

& Private Pay Transportation Statewide
• Accommodating Wheelchairs, Electric Scooters & Walkers
• 24/7 Transportation

LOCAL OWNERSHIP, LOCAL DRIVERS, 
SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

SLV Transportation
Red Willows, INC.

CONTACT US
1110 West Ave.

Alamosa
(719) 589-5734

www.redwillowsinc.com

Alamosa girls cross country team denied 
state title repeat

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
C O L O R A D O 

S P R I N G S  –  T h e 
Alamosa High School 
girls cross country team 
was looking to repeat 
as state champions as it 
participated in the Class 
3A State Meet Saturday at 
the Norris Penrose Event 
Center.

Unfortunately, the Lady 
Mean Moose’s hopes were 
dashed as they finished in 
fourth place.

“We didn’t repeat, but 
that’s ok,” said Alamosa 
coach Jen McQuitty. “They 
still ran their hearts out 
and I’m extremely proud 
of them,”

Alamosa finished with 
146 points, trailing The 
Classical Academy with 
69, Peak to Peak with 133, 
and Holy Family with 134.

Leading the Lady 
Mean Moose was junior 
Elizabeth McQuitty, who 
took third place in a time 
of 18:37.0.

“It was a good race,” 
Elizabeth McQuitty said. 
“The weather was perfect 
and absolutely amazing. 
I had a bunch of girls to 
push me. Everyone was 
incredibly fast, especially 
(Gunnison’s) Madelyn 
Stice. Who really pushed it 
to the limit that last mile.”

Sarah DeLaCerda was 
13th in 19:32.0, Madeline 
Castillo was 20th in 
19:48.9, Victoria Gifford 
was 46th in 20:48.8, 
Raeicia Gonzales was 93rd 
in 22:04.0, Vanessa Villava 
was 96th in 22:08.9, and 
Kailynn King was 118th 
in 23:09.9.

The Alamosa boys 
finished in 10th place 

with 269 points.
“They did what they 

could do today, which 
was very impressive,” 
said coach McQuitty. 
“Considering we had a 

couple of injuries on the 
team.”

The Classical Academy 
also won the boys race 
with 48 points, followed 
by Berthoud with 81, 

and Frontier Academy 
with 88.

The Mean Moose were 
led by Mario Villaba 
who was 26th in 17:06.2. 
Jeremiah DeLaCerda 
was 49th in 17:36.7, 
Tyler Dokson was 61st 
in 17:46.8, Thaddeaeus 
Cody was 82nd in 18:15.0, 
Dylan Crowder was 96th 
in 18:27.2, Cody Williams 
was 120th in 19:03.9, 
and Emilio Martinez was 
128th in 19:27.1.

The team is looking 
forward to next year even 
though there are several 
runners on both teams 
graduating.

“It’s definitely going 
to be a rebuilding year, 
but we look forward to 
whoever comes out,” coach 
McQuitty said.

“I hope I can win it next 
year,” Elizabeth McQuitty 
said. “I’m just going to 
follow the coaches training 
plan, push my teammates 
and see if I can come back 
strong.”

Unified race
One Alamosa competitor 

ran in the unified race 
which was a shorter race 
than the others.

Matthew Hollingsworth 
finished in fifth place in 
12:33.5.

Class 2A
Both Centauri teams 

qualified for the Class 2A 
State Meet which also 
took place at the Norris 
Penrose Event Center on 
Saturday.

The Lady Falcons placed 
sixth with 139 points. 
Leading the Centauri girls 
were Erica Miller who was 
30th in 21:30.2, Bailey 
Graber who was 37th in 
21:59.5, McKenzie Torres 

who was 53rd in 22:21.4, 
Hannah Guymon who 
was 61st in 22:40.5 ,Kaia 
Skadberg who was 66th 
in 22:55.0, and Brroklyn 
Shawcroft who was 95th 
in 24:18.0.

The Falcon boys team 
finished in 15th place with 
254 points. They were led 
by Carson Bagwell who 
was 25th in 17:30.3, Tyrel 
Hostetter who was 61st 
in 18:22.4, Richardson 
Tuilleur who was 93rd 
in 19:10.6, Ammon Reed 
who was 127th in 21:13.2, 
Rhett Taylor who was 
128th in 21:18.1, and 
Mason Fienhout who was 
136th in 24:45.6.

Also running in the boys 
race was Sargent’s Westen 
Burkhart who was 28th in 
17:35.9.

Other local runners 
in the girls competition 
were Del Norte’s Frannie 
Edelen who was 26th 
in 21:17.0, Sargent’s 
Madeline Mitchell who 
was 55 in 22:24.5, and 
Sargent’s KayleeAnn 
Martinez who was 70th 
in 23:00.4.

Heritage Christian 
Academy won the girls 
competition with 37 
points, followed by Lake 
County with 47, Banning 
Lewis with 69 and Caprock 
Academy with 84.

Winning the boys 
team championship was 
Wiggins with 41 points, 
followed by Clear Creek 
with 73, Banning Lewis 
with 102, and Golden 
View Classical Academy 
with 104.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Alamosa High School’s Elizabeth McQuitty 
approaches the finish line to place third at the Class 
3A State Meet Saturday in Colorado Springs. The 
Lady Mean Moose finished in fourth place as a team.

Lady Moose gymnasts fourth at regional
By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA  –  The 

Alamosa High School 

gymnastics team finished 
in fourth place among 

teams at the Class 4A 

Arvada West Region Meet 

on Saturday, Oct. 28 in 

Arvada.

The Lady Mean Moose 

scored 159.7 points, 

trailing regional champion 

Niwot  with 176.15, 

Roosevelt with 173.3, 

and Green Mountain with 

161.9.

Holly McDaniel placed 

seventh in the all-around 

standings with 33.85 

points. She was also fourth 

on the balance beam with 

8.775, seventh on the vault 

with 8.9, ninth on the 

floor exercise with 8.825, 
and 21st on the uneven 

parallel bars with 7.35.

Haylie Martin was 10th 

in the all-around with 

32.425. She placed 12th on 

the vault with 8.65, 19th 

on the bars with 7.55, 15th 

on the floor with 8.375, 
and 19th on the beam 

with 7.85.

Brae lyn  Mart inez 

placed 15th in the all-

around with 30.45 points. 

She took 18th on the vault 

with 8.3, 20th on the floor 
with 8.2, 25th on the bars 

with 7.1, and 28th on the 

beam with 6.85. 

Emilee Cook was 18th 

in the all-around with 29 

points. She placed 15th on 

the vault with 8.5, 28th on 

the bars with 6.8, 28th on 

the floor with 7.9, and 30th 
on the beam with 5.8.

McKenzie Jones took 

24th in the all-around 

with 23.775 points. She 

was 13th on the vault with 

8.6, 20th on the bars with 

7.525, 25th on the beam 

with 7.65,

Kianna Morales was 

34th in the all-around 

with 16.075 points. She 

placed 23rd on the floor 
with 8.075, and 24th on 

the vault with an even 

eight points.

Jenelle Hernandez 

placed 36th in the all-

around with 15.575 points. 

She was 26th on the beam 

with 7.6, and 26th on the 

floor with 7.975.

Next is the Class 4A 

State Meet at Thornton 

High School’s gym. The 

Colorado High School 

Activities Association 

will announce the state 

qualifiers later this week.
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2021 CW 3024 AMENDED APPLICATION FOR CHANGE OF UNDERGROUND WATER RIGHTS AND APPLICATION FOR UNDERGROUND WATER RIGHTS
1. Name, Address and Telephone Number of Applicant: United States of America, Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, San Luis Valley Field Office,1313 
Highway 160, Monte Vista, CO  81144. 2. Introduction and Background. Original Application: The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Blanca Wetlands Area (Blanca Wetlands) 
encompasses approximately 9,775 acres of public lands approximately 10 miles northeast of Alamosa. Blanca Wetlands is managed to provide nesting habitat for hundreds of 
migratory waterfowl and shorebirds species, including an endangered species and 12 sensitive species. Blanca Wetlands’ playa lakes, ponds, and marshlands also provide habitat 
for a wide variety plants, amphibians, reptiles, and mammals, and they provide recreation opportunities such as bird hunting and wildlife watching. BLM operates 44 confined 
aquifer wells at Blanca Wetlands. The wells are not pumped and produce water due to artesian flow. The confined aquifer wells operate under two different water court decrees. 
Twenty wells that BLM drilled before 1979, the year in which the United States was served under the McCarran Amendment, operate under the decree in case number 81 CW 177. 
Twenty-one wells that the BLM drilled after 1979, along with four water rights and two wells that BLM acquired from third parties, operate under a plan for augmentation decreed 
in case number 2002 CW 38B. The plan for augmentation in case number 2002 CW 38B also covers the wells that were previously decreed in case number 81 CW 177, so that 
all wells at Blanca Wetlands are in compliance with Rules Governing the Withdrawal of Groundwater in Water Division No. 3 and Establishing Criteria tor the Beginning and End 
of the Irrigation Season in Water Division No. 3 for all Irrigation Water Rights. Each well within Blanca Wetlands also operates under a permit granted by the Colorado Division of 
Water Resources (CDWR) pursuant to the conditions found in the two decrees. In this application, BLM seeks to adjudicate all 44 wells within Blanca Wetlands as alternate points 
of diversion for each other. BLM seeks this authorization to maximize water use efficiency and biological production with a limited water supply. BLM’s management practice is to 
rotate the limited water supply among shallow water and playa habitats, while drying and burning wetland basins that are not being irrigated. This practice allows BLM to control 
vegetation growth, control salinity levels, and maximize aquatic insect production, all of which benefit bird populations. BLM’s well management practice is facilitated when BLM is 
authorized to move the diversion volume authorized by a decree for an individual wells to other wells within Blanca Wetlands. The movement of decreed diversion volumes among 
wells allows diversions to be reduced at selected wells while the wetland basins supplied by those wells are not irrigated, and it allows for increased water diversion at other wells 
where wetland basins are being irrigated. BLM has obtained administrative approval for this well management practice by applying for approval of annual Substitute Water Supply 
Plans (SWSPs). BLM crafted this application to avoid any new, increased, or additional supply of groundwater from the Confined Aquifer Systems, as defined in Section 4.A.2 
Rules Governing New Withdrawals of Ground Water in Water Division 3 Affecting the Rate or Direction of Movement of Water in the Confined Aquifer System.  To avoid injury to 
other water rights, BLM asked CDWR to conduct an analysis of potential injury of the requested well management approach. BLM subsequently consulted with CDWR in preparing 
this application. Amended Application: BLM’s purpose in amending the original application is to address procedural issues raised in the Division 3 Engineer’s Consultation Report. 
The Division 3 Engineer specified that the following procedural steps must be completed prior to entry of a decree authorizing the proposed alternate points of diversion: All wells 
that are to be used as alternate points of diversion for each other must have the same decreed beneficial use of water; Underground water rights must be decreed for the wells at 
Blanca Wetlands that currently operate exclusively under the Plan for Augmentation decreed in Case No. 2002 CW 38B; Four water rights were acquired from third parties by BLM 
for use within Blanca Wetlands; The authorized places of use in these decrees must be modified to allow for use anywhere within Blanca Wetlands. 3. Decrees and Well Permits 
for Blanca Wetlands Wells. 

Table 1.

Well 
Name

Per-
mit No.

WDID 1/4 1/4 Town-
ship

& Range

GPS-
NAD 83, 

Zone 13

Relevant 
Decrees

AnnualDiv-
ers. Volume in 

AF

Blan-

ca 1

SWSE 13 38N11E 436390E 46

Blan-

ca 2R

SENW 13 38N11E 436075E 79

Blan-

ca 3

7 38N12E 437411 

E

4156183 

N

86

Blan-

ca 4R

SESE 13 38N11E 436823E 89

Blan-

ca 5R

NENE 13 38N11E 436755E 201

Blan-

ca 6

24 38N11E 436628E 297

Blan-

ca 8

SESE 1 38N11E 436811E 133

Blan-

ca 10

SWNE 1 38N11E 436612E 45

Blan-

ca 12

SWSE 1 38N11E 436562E 110

Blan-

ca 13

NENE 12 38N11E 436966E 215

Blan-

ca 13R

NENE 6 38N12E 436950E 215

Blan-

ca 14R

6 38N12E 437271E 90

Blan-

ca 16

7 38N12E 437781E 131

Blan-

ca 17

NESW 7 38N12E 437920E 326

Blan-

ca 18

NESE 7 38N12E 438690E 285

Blan-

ca 19

SENW 6 38N12E 437871E 51

Blan-

ca 20

SWNE 6 38N12E 438176E 85

Blan-

ca 22

2 38N11E 434959E 62

Blan-

ca 23

SESE 12 38N11E 436989E 192

Blan-

ca 25

SWNE 5 38N12E 439963E 295

Blan-

ca 26R

17 38N12E 438863E 66

Blan-

ca 27

NESE 5 38N12E 440179E 91

Blan-

ca 28

13 38N11E 435794E 327

Blan-

ca 29

SENE 8 38N12E 440033E 371

Blan-

ca 30R

SENE 8 38N12E 440373E 220

Blan-

ca 31R

9 38N12E 440718E 71

Blan-

ca 32R

NWSE 8 38N12E 439835E 41

Blan-

ca 36R

SENE 24 38N11E 436970E 199

Blan-

ca 37R

SWNE 1 38N11E 436658E 62

Blan-

ca 38

6 38N12E 437496E 64

Blan-

ca 39

NESE 2 38N11E 435333E 161

Blan-

ca 40

NWSE 1 38N11E 436720E 60

Blan-

ca 43R

1 38N11E 436236E 223

Blan-

ca 53R

SENE 13 38N11E 437046E 90

Blan-

ca 54

2 38N11E 435005E 27

Blan-

ca 55R

8 38N12E 438953E 119

Blan-

ca 57R

NENE 8 38N12E 440379E 16

Blan-

ca 58

SESE 13 38N11E 436791E 9

Blan-

ca 59R

12 38N11E 435823E 17

Blan-

ca 60R

NWSE 6 38N12E 438037E 9

Blan-

ca 61

SWSE 1 38N11E 436377E 16

Blan-

ca 62

SESW 1 38N11E 436197E 29

1 38N11E 440718E 155

NESW 4 38N11E 440994E 155

4. Alternate Points of Diversion. A. Summary. BLM seeks authorization to divert the aggregate water volume that is decreed and permitted to the set of 44 wells listed in Section 
3, which totals 5,416 acre-feet annually, at any combination of the 44 wells listed in Table 1. BLM also requests authorization to divert the aggregate flow rate that is decreed and 
permitted to the set of the 44 wells listed in Section, which totals 3,697 gpm at any combination of the 44 wells listed in Section 3. B. Amendments to Previous Decrees. BLM 
requests that the following provisions from previous decrees, which are related to flow rate and volumetric limits for individual wells, be modified as follows to implement BLM’s 
alternate point of diversion request in this application: Case No. 2002 CW 38B, District Court, Colorado Water Division 3, Section 14E, Control of Well Diversions. BLM requests 
that the following sentence: “The Applicant must monitor and control the production from the wells so that they will not flow at rates or volumes that exceed the flow rates and 
volumes specified in the individual permits for each well.” be modified to read as follows: “The Applicant must monitor and control the production from the wells so that in aggregate, 
the total volume diverted annually from all 44 wells in this Decree does not exceed 5,416 acre feet and the total flow rate diverted from all 44 wells in the Decree does not exceed 
3,697 gpm.”; Case No. 2003 CW 08, District, Colorado Water Division, Section A.2 (Regarding Blanca Well 10P). BLM requests that the following sentence: “Amount: 56 gpm, with 
a maximum withdrawal volume of 45 acre-feet per year” be modified to read as follows: 
“Amount: 45 acre-feet per year under this priority and appropriation date may be withdrawn from any of the 44 wells within the Blanca Wetlands Area, provided that the aggregate 
flow rate withdrawn from all 44 wells does not exceed 3,697 gpm.” Case No. W-1418, District Court, Colorado Water Division 3 (Regarding Snook Well 2).  BLM requests that the 
following sentence: “Amount and source and means of diversion: 95 gallons per minute, being 0.212 cubic feet of water per second of time, being 0.424 acre-feet of water in a 
period of 24 hours, from the confined aquifer.” be modified to read as follows: “79.3 acre-feet per year under this priority and appropriation date may be withdrawn from any of the 
44 wells within the Blanca Wetland Area, provided that the aggregate flow rate withdrawn from all 44 wells does not exceed 3,697 gpm. This volume reflects the average historical 
diversion volume from Well #2, Case No. W-1418.”
Case No. W-1418, District Court, Colorado Water Division 3 (Regarding Snook Well 5). BLM requests that the following sentence: “Amount and source and means of diversion: 95 
gallons per minute, being 0.212 cubic feet of water per second of time, being 0.424 acre-feet of water in a period of 24 hours, from confined aquifer.” be modified to read as follows: 
“136.9 acre-feet per year under this priority and appropriation date may be withdrawn from any of the 44 wells within the Blanca Wetland Area, provided that the aggregate flow 
rate withdrawn from all 44 wells does not exceed 3,697 gpm. This volume reflects the average historical diversion volume from Well #2, Case No. W-1418.” Case No. 2002 CW 47, 
District Court, Colorado Water Division 3 (Regarding Blanca Well 43R). BLM requests that the following sentence be stricken: “C.2. The total rate of withdrawal at Well P43 (i.e., the 
rate of withdrawal pursuant to the transferred water right combined with the rate of withdrawal currently authorized pursuant to Well Permit No. 36296-F-R) shall not exceed 250 
gpm.” BLM requests that the following sentence: “C.5. Total withdrawals at Well P43 shall not exceed 223 acre-feet per year.”be modified to read as follows: 
“223 acre-feet per year under the priority dates and appropriation dates currently reflected in Well Permit No. 65159-F may be withdrawn from any of the 44 wells within the Blanca 
Wetlands Area, provided that the aggregate flow rate withdrawn from all 44 wells does not exceed 3,697 gpm.”  C. Amendments to Well Permits. BLM requests that the well permit 
for each of the 44 wells listed in Table 1 be modified to specify that the aggregate volume of water authorized to be diverted at all 44 wells within Blanca Wetlands is 5,416 acre 
feet per year, and that the aggregate flow rate that may be diverted from all 44 wells shall not exceed 3,697 gpm, subject to the terms and conditions in this decree. 5. Changes to 
Place of Use. A. Decreed Places of Use. The decrees for four water rights in Table 1 above, which were acquired by BLM from third parties for use within Blanca Wetlands, specify 
places of use where the diverted water may be applied, as follows: 1. Blanca Well 10.The decree in Case No. 2003 CW 08 specifies that the place of use is limited to: Within the 
NE 1/4 and the SE 1/4 of Section 1, T38N R11E, N.M.P.M., and the NW 1/4 SW 1/4 of Section 6, T38N R12E, N.M.P.M. 2. Blanca Well 43R. The decree in Case No. 2002 CW 
47 specifies that the place of use is limited to: Section 1, and the NE 1/4 and the NE 1/4 SE 1/4 of Section 2, T38N R11E, N.M.P.M., and the SW 1/4 of Section 36, T39N R11E, 
N.M.P.M. The decrees for certain water rights in Table 1, above, do not contain acreage location limits on where diverted water may be applied, but the historical place of use of 
the water rights is described below: 3. Snook Well 2 and Snook Well 5, Case No. W-1418:
The decree and well permits contain inconsistencies and an erroneous description of where water from the wells have been historically applied, based on a review of aerial imagery 
and water use records. The wells have been used to provide water for approximately 87.8 acres in the W1/2 of the Section 4 and the E1/2 of the E1/2 of Section 5, all in T38N R12E 
NMPM. B. Proposed Place of Use. BLM requests authorization to apply water diverted from any of the wells listed in Table 1 above, including the four acquired water rights describe 
in Table 1 above, at any location within the Blanca Wetlands. BLM also requests authorization for the short-term storage of water necessary to create various wetland habitat types 
in the wetland management basins within Blanca Wetlands. The location of the proposed place of use and short-term water storage is described below: Township 38 North, Range 
11 East N.M.P.M.Section 1, NW 1/4, NE 1/4, SE 1/4 of Section 2, Section 12, NW 1/4, NE 1/4, SE 1/4, N 1/2 of the SW 1/4, of Section 13, and NE 1/4 of Section 24;Township 38 
North, Range 12 East, N.M.P.M. W 1/2 of Section 4, Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 W 1/2 Section 9, and N 1/2 of Section 18;Township 39 North, Range 12 East, N.M.P.M. SE 1/4 of the 
SW 1/4 and SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 30, E 1/2 of the W 1/2 and the E 1/2 of Section 31, and NW 1/4, SW 1/4, and SE 1/4 of Section 32. 6. Changes to Type of Use: A. 
Wells addressed in Case No. 81 CW 177: The decree specifies the following types of use: Fish and wildlife habitat, recreation, irrigation, domestic, and storage in the ponds located 
within the Blanca Wetlands Area. The area is located on a series of old dry lake beds and consists of ponds and wetland sites, including freshwater marsh and meadows, alkali 
marsh and meadows, and playa lakes. Water from the confined aquifer wells flows into wetland, pond, and playa areas by operation of a system of dikes built on the dry lake beds. 
B. Water Rights Acquired from Third Parties: The decrees for four water rights in Table 3 above, which were acquired by BLM from third parties for use within Blanca Wetlands, 
specify the following types of use: Blanca Well 10: Fish and wildlife habitat creation and maintenance, recreation, irrigation (including irrigation of wetlands), domestic and storage 
in the ponds located within the designated place of use for these purposes, with the right to use, reuse, successively use, and otherwise dispose of water withdrawn pursuant to 
this ruling to extinction. Blanca Well 43R: Irrigation, wildlife, recreation and storage for those purposes; water will be used to irrigate wildlife habitat within the Blanca Wildlife Habitat 

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO 
TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS FILED IN 

WATER DIVISION 3.
Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following is a resume in 

Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and certain amendments filed in the 
office of the Water Clerk during the month of September 2023 for each county affected.
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Area; water will be introduced to a series of ponds and historic wetland depressions with the objective of restoring a diversity of wetland habitat with different vegetative and aquatic 
characteristics; these depression will provide resting, nesting, feeding, and breeding areas for waterfowl and migratory birds and habitat for other wildlife, and will provide opportu-
nities for hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing. Snook Well 2 and Snook Well 5, Case No. W-1418: Domestic and irrigation use. C. Proposed Type of Use: To establish consistent 
decree language describing the beneficial use of all wells within Blanca Wetlands so that alternate points of diversion can operated, BLM requests that the court authorize the 
following beneficial uses for all wells in Table 1:Irrigation of wetlands, marshes, meadows, and playas areas; creation and support of fish and wildlife habitat in ponds, diked areas, 
and natural basins via direct application of water and storage; wildlife watering; recreation; non-potable domestic use; piscatorial and fish propagation; replacement of evaporative 
losses necessary to effectuate the aforementioned uses. 7. Documentation of Historic Diversions for Well No. 2 and Well No. 5, Case No. W-1418. The historic diversion of two 
water rights that BLM acquired from third parties for inclusion and use within Blanca Wetlands had not been previously quantified, which is a prerequisite for seeking authorization 
to divert those water rights at any of the wells within Blanca Wetlands. BLM seeks quantification of the historic diversion volumes associated with Snook Well 2 as 79.3 acre feet 
per year and Snook Well 5 as 136.9 acre feet per year. See Exhibit A for a quantification of historic diversions from the two wells. 8. Underground Water Rights for Post-McCarran 
Amendment Wells. Certain wells listed in Table 1 were drilled after the United States was served in 1979 under the McCarran Amendment (43 U.S.C. § 6660) for Water Division 
3. These wells operate exclusively under the Plan for Augmentation decreed in Case No. 2002 CW 38B and they do not currently have decreed underground water rights. BLM 
requests underground water rights for these wells, including language describing the beneficial uses of these wells, that is identical to the beneficial uses described for other wells 
that operate within Blanca Wetlands. A. Post-McCarran Amendment Well Characteristics

Table 2.

Well 
Name

Per-
mit 
No.

WDID 1/4 
1/4 

Town-
ship

& 
Range

GPS
NAD 83, 

Zone 13

Well 
Depth

Per-
mit 

GPM

AnnualDiv-
ers. Volume in 

AF

7 437411 

E

4156183 

N

607 54 86

436628E 480 185 297

SESE 1 436811E 580 83 133

1 436562E 580 69 110

6 436950E 600 133 215

7 437781E 604 81 131

NESE 7 438690E 580 177 285

6 437871E 420 32 51

6 438176E 600 53 85

2 434959E 560 39 62

SESE 436989E 600 120 192

5 439963E 580 183 295

NESE 5 440179E 600 57 91

435794E 640 203 327

SENE 8 440033E 580 230 371

6 437496E 617 40 64

NESE 2 435333E 660 100 161

1 436720E 610 38 60

2 435005E 580 17 27

1 436377E 560 10 16

1 436197E 510 18 29

B. Source: Confined aquifer below the confining clay series. C. Date of Appropriation and Beneficial Use: December 23, 2016. D. How Appropriation Was Initiated: BLM oper-
ated the wells under the Plan for Augmentation decreed in Case No. 2002 CW 38B, which was entered by District Court, Colorado Water Division 3, on December 23, 2016. E. 
Place of Use: Within Blanca Wetlands, as follows: Township 38 North, Range 11 East N.M.P.M. Section 1, NW 1/4, NE 1/4, SE 1/4 of Section 2, Section 12, NW 1/4, NE 1/4, SE 
1/4, N 1/2 of the SW 1/4, of Section 13, and NE 1/4 of Section 24; Township 38 North, Range 12 East, N.M.P.M.W 1/2 of Section 4, Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 W 1/2 Section 9, and 
N 1/2 of Section 18.Township 39 North, Range 12 East, N.M.P.M. SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 and SW 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 30, E 1/2 of the W 1/2 and the E 1/2 of Section 31, 
and NW 1/4, SW 1/4, and SE 1/4 of Section 32. F. Type of Use: Irrigation of wetlands, marshes, meadows, and playas areas; creation and support of fish and wildlife habitat in 
ponds, diked areas, and natural basins; wildlife watering; recreation; non-potable domestic use; piscatorial and fish propagation; replacement of evaporative losses necessary 
to effectuate the aforementioned uses. 9. Proposed Terms and Conditions. BLM requests the following terms and conditions to prevent injury to other water rights: A. Provisions 
from Previous Decrees.  All provisions and requirements from previous decrees governing the use of the 44 wells remains in effect, except for provisions and requirements from 
those decrees that are expressly modified by this decree. B. Appropriation Dates and Volumes. The appropriation dates and the water volumes associated with each of those 
priority dates confirmed in previous decrees governing use of water from the 44 wells remains in effect unless expressly modified in the decree. C. Sustainability. The sustainability 
provisions found in Section 14.I of the decree in Case No. 02 CW 38B remain in effect. This provision limits average annual diversions from the 44 wells at Blanca Wetlands to 
4,280 acre-feet per year, based upon a five-year rolling average that incorporates diversion totals from the previous four water years. D. Prevention of Injury to Unconfined Aquifer 
Wells. Diversions from any individual well may not be increased to the extent that well induces water from the unconfined aquifer to enter the confined aquifer and thereby allow 
the confined aquifer well to capture water from the unconfined aquifer. E. Control of Diversions from Aquifer Layers. Each of the 44 wells at Blanca Wetlands has been modeled 
in the Rio Grande Decision Support System Groundwater Model (RGDSS Model). The aquifer layer that each well diverts from has been specified in the RGDSS Model. BLM will 
not modify the overall volume of diversions that were historically made from aquifer Layer 2, Layer 3, or Layer 4. BLM will operate the 44 wells in a manner such that aggregate 
diversions from the wells do not exceed the total volume of appropriations from the wells that were perfected prior to the adoption of Rules Governing New Withdrawals of Ground 
Water in Water Division 3 Affecting the Rate or Direction of Movement of Water in the Confined Aquifer System (Rules) on November 9, 2006.  Specifically, the 44 wells will not 
be operated in a manner that will result in a new, increased, or additional supply of groundwater from the Confined Aquifer Systems, as defined in Section 4.A.2 of the Rules. F. 
Well Meters. Each well must comply with the Rules Governing the Measurement of Groundwater Diversions Located in Water Division No. 3, The Rio Grande Basin, including 
installation and maintenance of well meters and annual reporting of well meter readings. G. Well Permits. BLM will request modification of the existing permits of the 44 wells to 
reflect the final provisions of the decree in this case. If BLM seeks to redrill any of the 44 wells within the Blanca Wetlands, BLM will still be required to file an application for a 
permit to redrill. H. Accounting. BLM will continue to submit the full accounting required in the decree in Case No. 02 CW 38B, District Court, Colorado Water Division 3, which 
includes a requirement to report diversion volumes from individual wells and total annual diversion for all 44 wells within Blanca Wetlands. In the accounting, BLM will continue to 
account for water volumes diverted from wells that were constructed prior to BLM being served by the State of Colorado under the McCarran Amendment in 1979, and from wells 
that were constructed after 1979. In the accounting, BLM will also specify the diversion volumes each year that have been diverted from aquifer Layers 2, 3, and 4. 10. Names 
and Addresses of Owners, Structures and of Land on which Structures Are Located:  United States of America, Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management, San Luis 
Valley Field Office1313 Highway 160, Monte Vista, CO  81144.
You are notified that you have until the last day of November 2023, to file with the Water Clerk a verified statement of opposition setting forth facts as to why a certain application 
should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or on certain conditions or 
a protest to the requested correction. A copy of such a statement of opposition or 
protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the Applicant’s attorney and an 
affidavit or certificate of such service must be filed with the Water Clerk. The filing fee 
for the Statement of Opposition is $192.00. Forms may be obtained from the Water 
Clerk’s Office or our website at www.courts.state.co.us. Jennifer Pacheco, Water Clerk, 
Water Division 3, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101 
No. 3591.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 28, 2023.
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099 - 
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221 - 

HELP WANTED

109 - HEALTH & 

WELLNESS

COMMUNITY RESOURCES & HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

Our organization is accepting competitive proposals for 12 self-help 
homes in Monte Vista: In the Tierra del Sol Subdivision.  We invite 
All contractors/sub-contractors to submit their proposal to CRHDC.  
Suppliers are welcome to submit proposals as well.  
Lumber mat’l & trusses
Interior and exterior paint package
Engineering work
Concrete-Excavation/ footer, stem wall  
Concrete - Flatwork
Roof framing only
Wall Framing(Interior & Exterior)
Metal Roofing, Facia and all Trim
Fencing, materials and installation
Electrical
Plumbing & heating–knowledge of E-star requirements
Drywall
Carpet, pad & installation
Carpet, pad & Sheet Vinyl
Cabinets, countertops & installation
Garage door & installation
Spray Foam insulation
Blower Door Testing
Gutters & installation
Sub-contractors or suppliers may obtain specifications & proposal 
packets during business hours 7:00 am to 3:00 pm @ 1016 West 
Avenue, Alamosa, CO
Deadline for bids is November 1, 2023 by 4:00 pm.
CRHDC reserves the right to accept and/or reject any or all propos-
als and waive all formalities.
No. 3612.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 
25, 27, 28 & 31, 2023.

NOTICE OF BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted 
to the Board of Directors of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District for 
the ensuing year of 2024; that a copy of such proposed budget has 
been filed in the office of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District where 
same is open for public inspection; and that such proposed budget 
will be considered at a Regular Meeting of the San Luis Valley Irriga-
tion District Board of Directors to be held at 296 Miles Street, Center, 
Colorado, on  November 8th, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.
Any interested elector of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District may in-
spect the proposed budget and file or register any objections thereto 
at any time prior to the final adoption of the Budget.
No. 3618.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 17, 24, 31, & November 
7, 2024.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the following individuals are indebted to 
Alamosa Storage for past due rent. Auction will be conducted pursu-
ant to 38-21.5-103 (1)(c)(III) thru 36-21.5-103 (e)(j). Auction will be 
conducted online with selfstorageauction.com starting November 6, 
2023. Alamosa Storage reserves the right to bid on any unit. Sale of 
a unit is subject to cancellation in the event of a settlement between 
landlord and obligated party.
Erica Andrews #29 10x20x8 Miscellaneous items
Keith Rios #C3 8x20x8 Kitchen table, mattress, box spring, beds 
frames, bikes, smoker, etc.
Peter Authelet #C14 8x10 Car seats, sinks, barrels, crates, tile, other 
miscellaneous items
Peter Authelet #C19 8x10 tile, miscellaneous items
Abigayle Farmer #B22 8x10 Aquarium tanks, freezer, mini fridge, 
and table
Tim Lopez #4 5x10 Miscellaneous items 
Tim Lopez #77 10x10x8 Miscellaneous items
Tim Lopez #B16 8x10 clothes, boxes of miscellaneous items, bike
Jennifer Montoya #B29 8x10 Construction tools
No. 3628.
Published in the Valley Courier October 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 
November 1, 3, & 4,  2023.

NOTICE

Rio Grande County is soliciting sealed bids from qualified contractors 
for 2023 AIRFIELD PROJECTS, to be constructed for RIO GRANDE 
COUNTY, COLORADO.  Bids will be received at the County Office 
until 1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 28, 2023. Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud on Tuesday, November 28, 1:00pm at the 
County Office, 925 6th Street, Room 207, Del Norte, CO 81132.
An Optional Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 07, 2023 
at 1:00 pm at the Astronaut Kent Rominger Airport, 883 Co Rd 22, 
Del Norte, CO 81132.
The project consists of a 2-inch asphalt overlay to Runway 6-24, a 
new 450 feet Proposed Taxilane construction East of Taxiway B, and 
the rehabilitation of existing taxiways and apron pavements with a 
608H Seal Coat treatment.

Bids will be received for a single prime contract. Bids shall be on a 
lump sum and unit price basis with additive alternate bid items as 
indicated in the Bid Form.

Digital copies of the bid documents are available from the county 
at www.riograndecounty.org. Those downloading the contract docu-

ments electronically are responsible for verifying the completeness 
of contract documents received view download. Failure to download 
a complete set of digital contract documents will not be a factor con-

sidered in the evaluation of bids or form the basis for any bid protest. 
In order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to 
receive all necessary addendum (s) for this project, you must be on 
the Planholder’s List, which requires the plans being downloaded 
from www.riograndecounty.org.

Bids shall be accompanied by a bid security in accordance with the 

Instructions to Bidders. The successful Bidder must furnish Perfor-

mance and Payment Bonds in accordance with the Contract Docu-

ments.

Bidders must be licensed to perform work within the state of Colo-

rado.

Bids must remain in effect for 60 days after the bid opening date. 

Within 60 days from the bid date, the Owner may award the contract 
to the lowest responsive, responsible Bidder or reject any or all Bids 
for the Project.
The RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO reserves the right to re-

ject any or all Bids, to waive irregularities in the Bids and bidding 
deemed to be in the best interests of the RIO GRANDE COUNTY, 
COLORADO,and to reject nonconforming, nonresponsive, or con-

ditional bids.

No. 3642.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 27, 28, 31, November 1, 
3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, & 21, 2023.

ORDINANCE No. 567
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE REGULATION OF TRAFFIC BY THE 
TOWN OF CENTER, COLORADO ADOPTING BY REFERENCE 
THE 2020 EDITION OF THE “MODEL TRAFFIC CODE” REPEAL-
ING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; AND PRO-
VIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION THEREOF.
TOWN OF CENTER
No. 3645.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 31, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart 
Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace 
of mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

I NJ U RY R ECOV-
ERY: VICKI uses the 
gently touch of Cra-
niosacral Therapy and 
neural manipulation to 
treat the whole body to 
restore balance in your 
bones, joints, nervous 
system, and organs for 
longer lasting recovery. 
Vicki Ariatti 720-216-
7533. (10/31/23)

PR I VAT E HOM E 
HEALTHCARE: 20 
plus years’ experience. 
Wanting to take care 
of your loved one. 719-
588-6472. (11/8/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23-monthly)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE OFFICER or 
POLICE APPREN-
TICE to protect the 
lives, safety, health, 
welfare, and property 
of individuals within 
the corporate limits of 
Alamosa by enforc-
ing municipal, state 
and federal statutes, 
ordinances and laws.  
Incumbents may be 
assigned to the Patrol 
Division, Investigations 
Division and/or special 
assignments necessary 
to protect and serve 
the needs of individu-
als relating to law en-
forcement. Hiring an-
nual salary is $49,400 
- $59,383 DOQ, FLSA 
Non- Exempt. Fringe 
benefits include a 401K 
retirement with a 10% 
employer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employ-
er paid life insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships. For a full 
job description and to 
apply, visit cityofalamo-
sa.org or stop by City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Ave. 
The City of Alamosa 
provides Equal Op-
portunity Employment 
for accommodations 
please submit them in 
writing with the ap-
plication. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23)

4

$24.00
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221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

 

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE CH I EF to 
provide administrative 
leadership, direction, 
planning, and organizing 
the activities of the Po-
lice Department in law 
enforcement and crime 
prevention. Hiring an-
nual salary is $103,869 
- $113,300 DOQ, FLSA 
Exempt. Fringe benefits 
include a 401K retire-
ment with a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year, and 80 
hours of exempt PTO a 
year. Employer paid life 
insurance, STD, LTD & 
AD&D, 75% of medi-
cal, vision, and dental 
premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. For a full job de-
scription and to apply, 
visit cityofalamosa.org 
or stop by City Hall at 
300 Hunt Ave. The City 
of Alamosa provides 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment for accom-
modations please submit 
them in writing with the 
application. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23)
WA R D  C L E R K , 
NEEDED Full-Time 
days at RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL. Amazing 
opportunity to join our 
incredible patient-cen-
tered and service-orient-
ed team. Must be moti-
vated and available to 
work flexible shifts. Ap-
ply at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for an 
experienced (5+ years 
preferred) CONCRETE 
FOREMAN in residen-
tial, commercial, and 
heavy civil construction 
to join our team. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials, ability to mea-
sure accurately and read 
plans and specifications.  
Forman will be running 
a crew of 5-10 members. 
Must be a team player, 
keep crew motivated, 
complete jobs in a time-
ly manner, and willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week.  Offer retirement, 
medical, dental, vision 
insurance, and paid va-
cation/ holidays. Pay 
based on experience. 
(11/18/23)

ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for 
EXPERIENCED OR 
TRAINABLE CON-
CRETE LABORERS to 
join our team. Respon-
sibilities include form-
ing, pouring, finishing 
concrete, and additional 
labor/equipment opera-
tion as needed. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials. Must be willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week. Must be motivated 
and proactive. Offer re-
tirement, medical, den-
tal, vision insurance and 
paid vacation/ holidays. 
Pay based on experi-
ence. (11/18/23) 

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS now h i r ing 
BREAKFAST MAN-
AGER. Apply in person. 
(11/4/23)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23)

B O O K K E E P E R : 
LOCAL, WELL-RE-
SPECTED non-profit 
agency hiring a book-
keeper for a 6-MONTH 
TERM. Responsibilities 
include assistance with 
accounts payable, ac-
counts receivable, pay-
roll, and special proj-
ects. We’re looking for a 
motivated, values-driven 
individual with experi-
ence in QuickBooks and 
Excel. Initiative essen-
tial; training and support 
provided. Join our staff 
of dedicated profession-
als and learn the joys and 
satisfaction of serving 
others. FT, $20.00/ hr; 
$1,000 completion bonus 
after 6 months. Inquire 
about benefits. Send 
cover letter, resume/re-
quest job description 
to  hr@lapuente.net, 719 
589-5909, ext238.  www.
lapuente.net . (11/17/23)

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC at DEL 
NORTE & MONTE 
VISTA have a Full-Time 
MA or LPN position 
available in our busy Pri-
mary Care Clinic’s. Must 
be dependable, have the 
ability to multi-task, be a 
self-starter and pay close 
attention to detail. RGH 
is an EOE. Complete 
an application online at 
www.riograndehospital.
org under Contact/Em-
ployment. Additional 
questions, contact Ted 
Andersen at teda@rio-
grandehospital.net or call 
719-657-2418. (11/15/23)

CNA, NEEDED FULL-
TIME NIGHTS at RIO 
G R A N D E  H O SP I -
TAL. Amazing oppor-
tunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

RADIOGRAPHER, 
CT TECHNOLOGIST 
(Full-Time) Specific du-
ties and responsibili-
ties: All X-ray, CT, OP, 
IP, and ER trauma ex-
ams. Join our incred-
ible patient centered and 
service-oriented team! 
Must be motivated and 
available to work flex-
ible shifts. Apply at 310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . Full 
Benefits. Please see hos-
pital website for more 
information. Contact 
Jerilyn Hamlin 719-657-
4150 for more informa-
tion. RGH is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
(11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time NIGHTS at 
RIO GRANDE HOSPI-
TAL. Amazing opportu-
nity to join our incred-
ible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time ER Days at 
RIO GRANDE HOSPI-
TAL. Amazing opportu-
nity to join our incred-
ible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

H E L P  WA N T E D : 
COOK & WAITRESS 
(will train) at the Wagon 
Wheel in LA JARA. 
Contact Margie, 719-
274-5965. (11/1/23)
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Classifieds

345 -

WOOD

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

307 - 

APPLIANCES

601 - APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT

525 - 

GUNS

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

720 - HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT

M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting applications for 
a TEACHER AID. This 
position is full time, 
38 hours/ week. Must 
have a Colorado Shines 
Level 2 or equivalent. 
Starting pay is $15.50 to 
$16.25 depends on ex-
perience. Applications 
are available at Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 
Sherman Ave., MONTE 
VISTA, Colorado. For 
more information, you 
may contact the Direc-
tor by email, Director@
MVheadstar t.org or 
call 719-852-3215. An 
employment application 
must be complete. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(11/4/23)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
FA R M  WO R K E R 
HOUSING CORPO-
RATION is seeking a 
qualified PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE Po-
sition in ALAMOSA. 
Minimum of 3 years’ 
experience. Must be 
knowledgeable in heat-
ing, small appliance 
repair, plumbing, and 
minor electrical work, 
landscaping, painting 
and cleaning apar t-
ments to make ready. 
Willing to be on call 
after normal working 
hours. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Must 
be able to pass back-
ground investigation 
and a drug test. Wage 
is determined upon ex-
perience. Job will close 
on November 15, 2023. 
Mail resume to 980 S. 
Broadway, Center, Co. 
81125. Equal Housing 
Opportunity Employ-
ment. (11/15/23)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting 
applications for the po-
sition of FINANCE 
DIRECTOR. The Fi-
nance Director has 
direct responsibility 
and supervision of all 
aspects of the Finance 
Department which in-
cludes fund accounting, 
financial reporting, pay-
roll, accounts payable, 
accounts receivable, 
pension and retirement 
accounting, revenue 
collections, purchas-
ing, auditing, budget-
ing, preparation of the 
Annual Finance Re-
port, and monitors the 
financial position of 
the municipality. Five 
(5) years progressively 
responsible experience 
in Accounting and Fi-
nance and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting, 
Public or Business Ad-
ministration with an 
emphasis in accounting, 
financial management 
or a related field is re-
quired. An equivalent 
combination of educa-
tion and experience may 
be considered.  This 
is full time employ-
ment. The salary range 
is $70,000-$75,000 
DOE, plus full benefits. 
To apply please visit: 
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or appli-
cations can be picked 
up at City Hall, 95 W. 
1st Ave Monte Vista, 
CO 81144. Please pro-
vide updated resume 
with application. Posi-
tion will remain open 
until filled, first review 
November 9, 2023. EEO 
ADA. (11/14/23)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
L E Y  S E RV I C E S 
is a rapidly growing 
construction company 
seeking an ADMIN-
I S T R AT I V E  A S -
SISTANT. This full-
time position requires 
outstanding personal 
skills, organization, and 
general computer ap-
plication skills focusing 
on MS Office and the 
Google work environ-
ment. Salary will be 
commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

MOUNTAIN VAL-
L E Y  S E RV I C E S 
is a rapidly growing 
construction compa-
ny wanting an addi-
tional team member 
to work as a full-time 
MECHANIC located 
in ANTONITO, Col-
orado. This position 
requi res a work ing 
knowledge of repair-
ing heavy equipment, 
trucks and most ve-
hicles. Salary will be 
commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

AU T O  T E C H N I -
CIAN:  HIRING BO-
NUS. Competitive wag-
es. Health, dental, 401k, 
PTO and paid holidays. 
Monday-Friday. Pick up 
application at AUTO-
MOTIVE CONCEPTS 
in ALAMOSA or email 
resume to info@auto-
concepts.us (11/3/23)

LUBE TECH/GEN-
ER A L SERV ICE: 
H I R I N G  BO N US. 
Competit ive wages. 
Health, dental, 401k, 
PTO and paid holi-
days.  Monday-Fr i-
day. Pick up applica-
tion at AUTOMOTIVE 
CONCEPTS in ALA-
MOSA or email resume 
to info@autoconcepts.
us (11/3/23)

S LV  R E GI O NA L 
LANDFILL is  ac-
cepting applications 
for a full-time EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Benefits include 100% 
Paid Employee Only 
Health, Dental & Vi-
sion Insurance, Sick/
Vacation Leave, Retire-
ment Match. Applica-
tions & Job Description 
can be picked up at the 
SLV Landfill office or 
visit our website http://
slvlandfill.com for more 
information. Starting 
wage $17.00 per hour 
depending on expe-
rience. Applications 
will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
For more in forma-
tion, contact Leonard 
Brown (719)-852-3810 
or lbrown@slvlandfill.
com  (11/11/23)

RED HILL LAVA 
PRODUCTS is looking 
for a LABOR/MAIN-
TENANCE PERSON. 
Please call Jon Armen-
ta at 719-480-9595. 
(11/10/23)

CDOT IS LOOKING 
fo r  T E M P OR A RY 
HIGHWAY MAIN-
TENANCE SPECIAL-
ISTS for Monarch Pass 
for the winter season. 
Positions would be 40 
hours/week with the 
opportunity for over-
time. Pay is $24.44/
hour. This position will 
receive per diem and 
CDOT will arrange for 
employee to stay in a 
hotel for their sched-
uled working days. If 
i n t e r e s t e d ,  a p p l y 
at https://bit.ly/wolf-
creekpass (11/10/23)

WANTED LOCAL 
DRIVER WITH CDL 
license to HAUL HAY. 
Driving experienced 
preferred. Must have 
c l e a n  M V R,  d r ug 
testing required, off 
weekends & holidays. 
If interested, call 719-
843-5446. (11/7/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
CUSTODIAN. Appli-
cations can be down-
loaded at  www.san-
fordschools.org. San-
fo rd  Scho ol  i s  a n 
EOE&E. (11/4/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applica-
tions for a full-time 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER. Applicants 
must have experience 
operating heavy equip-
ment such as backhoes 
and tractors and lawn 
equipment, as well as 
knowledge of general 
maintenance repairs, 
street repairs, weed 
c on t r o l ,  mo s qu i t o 
spraying and under-
standing or willingness 
to gain knowledge of 
water and sewer opera-
tions. Applications may 
be picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. For 
more information call 
719-274-5363. (11/3/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applica-
tions for POLICE OF-
FICER. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
certified; willing to sub-
mit to background and 
criminal history checks 
as well as a psychologi-
cal test. Salary ranges 
from $43,000.00 to 
$45,000 depending on 
experience. The Town 
of La Jara offers an 
excellent benefit pack-
age that includes vision, 
dental and medical in-
surance, PTO and paid 
holidays. Applications 
may be picked up at 
La Jara Town Hall, 221 
Broadway. (11/3/23)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accept-
ing applications for 
(1) MANASSA EL-
EMENTARY PHYSI-
CAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER, start date 
of November 6, 2023. 
Applicants must hold 
a cur rent Colorado 
Teaching License or 
the ability to obtain 
one. Applications are 
available at the Admin-
istration office, 17887 
US Hwy 285, La Jara, 
CO 81140 or can be 
downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
until position is filled. 
Submit appl icat ion 
to Mr. Darren Edgar, 
Superintendent. EOE. 
(11/1/23)

UNABLE TO DRIVE. 
NEED TRANSPOR-
TATION biweekly for 
shopping. Live 2 miles 
from Splashland. Text 
719-480-1990, Robert 
will return call. Prefer 
senior citizen, retired 
individual. (11/1/23)

W O R K I N G  T O -
GETHER FAMILY 
ADVOCATE- LA PU-
ENTE seeks a moti-
vated, qualified person 
to improve PARENT/
CHILD EDUCATION, 
increase family self-
sufficiency and build 
community partner-
ships. We will train the 
candidate with the best 
written and oral com-
munication skills. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Send 
resume/work references 
to hr@lapuente.net . 
(10/31/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High School 
G I R L S  BA S K E T-
BALL COACH. Ap-
plications can be down-
loaded at www.sanford-
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(10/31/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass 
a background check, 
be able to work inde-
pendently, and be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Appli-
cant must also be able to 
work in all weather con-
ditions (snow removal/
general landscaping).  
If interested, please 
contact Demo Trujillo, 
719-657-4040 x4007, 
dtrujillo@urtigers.co.  
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (11/10/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School  Yea r. 
Qualifications; Must 
hold a valid State of 
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense or such alterna-
tive as the Board of 
Education may find 
appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(11/4/23)

WANTED RELIEF 
DRIVER hauling US 
Mail. 1-2 days a week, 
$25 hour. 719-850-
9866. (11/1/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE is 
hiring a DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR. 
Ful l-t ime/par t-t ime 
TBD. Position can be 
mostly remote. Major 
responsibilities include 
creating a development 
strategy, writing grant 
applications, working 
with donors, and build-
ing a fundraising plan. 
Salary $34.37-$39.78/
hr. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning 
10/20/2023. Visit al-
pineachievers.org for 
position description and 
instructions. (10/31/23)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL -
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

SPRINKLER WIN-
TERIZATION, RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings & week-
ends: 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593. (12/1/23)

K E N M O R E 
4-BURNER ELEC-
TRIC STOVE: very 
lit tle use, l ike new, 
$200. Call 719-588-
4663. (12/26/23)

USED WASHER & 
DRYER, great condi-
tion, $500/obo. Call 
719-589-6254 or 719-
589-3134. (11/1/23)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(11/1/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(11/24/23)

FIR EWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23)

I NEED A supply of 
ASPEN LOGS to be 
D E L I V E R E D  T O 
GUFFEY, Colorado. 
Up to 500-1,000 cords, 
cut to 16-20’ lengths, 
limbed, self-loader. Call 
Chuck Rinkor 719-689-
0586 with price and any 
questions. (11/1/23)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick.

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

WILD WEST MAG-
AZINES: $15 takes all. 
719-852-8879. (11/8/23)

L A R R S  M I N I  – 
T h e r m  J V H  GA S 
F I R E D  B O I L E R , 
160,000 BTU; $450.  
½ HP INLINE CAST 
IRON PUMP 1-inch 
inlet/outlet; $150. 719-
379-3921. (11/4/23)

BRAND NEW, STILL 
in box, SPEED WALK-
E R  a n d  W H E E L -
CHAIR. Sold only as 
pair. $600, 719-849-
0483. (10/31/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

L A R G E  D O G 
HOUSE made of fiber 
glass. Will accommo-
date any size dog; $50. 
Must pick up. Call 719-
379-3921. (11/4/23)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E(s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(10/31/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

1 BEDROOM & 2 
BEDROOM apartment 
for rent in ALAMOSA, 
$560. Call 720-202-
9734. (11/3/23)

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.
4BR /2BA HOUSE 
FOR rent, NEAR ALA-
MOSA-HS, park, shop-
ping, hospital. $1,450/
monthl+utilities+deposit, 
no smoking, application 
required. 719-588-8828. 
(11/17/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

‘07 SUBARU WAG-
O N  n e e d s  m o t o r : 
$1,500. ‘02 SUZUKI 
DRZ400: $750, needs 
motor. Old GOOSE 
N E C K  H O R S E 
T R A I L E R :  $ 8 0 0 . 
(11/25/23-CR)

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23)
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 DEAR ABBY: I have been 
having a hard time dealing 
with my family. We have 
never been close. My mother 
played favorites and never 
showed me any affection. My 
siblings followed suit, and I 
always felt like an outsider. 
My father was wonderful 
and loved me very much, for 
which I am forever grateful. 

 Both my parents died 
last year. I was walking on 
eggshells the entire time. My 
brothers and sisters seemed 
to think that I was now a 
member of the family. They 
included me in events and 
told me they loved me. I was 
so hopeful. 

 After my mother’s death, 
I was cut out of the family 
again. I’m no longer invited 
to family celebrations or 
holidays. I am heartbroken 
and lonely. I have no one 
left. Family is so important 
to me. I am embarrassed to 
admit I am now estranged 
from everyone. Can you 
help? -- BLACK SHEEP IN 
KENTUCKY

 DEAR BLACK SHEEP: 
Unfortunately, your experi-
ence is not unique. I hear it 
more and more, in one varia-
tion or another. It is now 
time for you to build a fam-
ily of your own, comprised 
of friendships with people 
you can trust. Many people 
do this, and when they do, 
find themselves happier and 
more rewarded than they felt 
with their relatives. 

 As you do this, do not look 
back. Begin not by asking 

for friendship, but by being 
honest and befriending oth-
ers. Look around, and you 
will see them everywhere. 
There’s no shame in reach-
ing out, so please do not feel 
embarrassed about being 
a member of a very large 
“club.”

 DEAR ABBY: I’m a Re-
altor and managing broker 
helping my fiance’s son, 
“Mark,” buy a new home. 
We’re set to close next month. 
Tonight, my fiance, “Simon,” 
told me I am not to keep any 
of my commission -- that 
Mark expects me to give it all 
to him. Granted, I was plan-
ning to give Mark a token of 
appreciation -- a few hundred 
dollars, perhaps -- but not my 
entire commission! 

 I told Simon he must have 
misunderstood, that this is 
my JOB, my work. No one 
gives someone their entire 
paycheck, do they? I don’t 
think there’s any way Mark 
would expect 100% of my 
commission, but Simon says 
if I don’t agree, there will be 
“consequences.” 

 Our relationship is al-
ready strained, and I feel this 
is not only over the top but 
also completely disrespect-
ful. I’m trying not to rock 
the boat with the holidays 
coming up. Please help me. 
-- ON THE SPOT IN IL-
LINOIS

 DEAR ON THE SPOT: 
Sometimes it’s better to 
confront a problem than to 
ignore it for fear of what you 
might find out. This is one of 

those times. Tell your fiance 
to explain EXACTLY what 
he meant by “consequences” 
if you don’t agree to his son’s 
unreasonable demand. Lis-
ten carefully to what he has 
to say. 

 If you give in to emotional 
blackmail this time, it’s only 
a taste of what you will re-
ceive from him and his son 
in the future. If there is a 
wedding planned anytime 
soon, I urge you to slam on 
the brakes until this matter 
is ironed out to your satisfac-
tion.

 A GENTLE REMINDER 
TO PARENTS OF YOUNG 
CHILDREN: Tonight, wee 
witches and goblins will be 
out trick-or-treating. Please 
supervise them closely so 
they’ll be safe. Happy Hal-
loween, everyone! -- Love, 
ABBY

Family’s ‘black sheep’ is 
on its own again


