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Partly Sunny, Breezy 
57/27

Sun: Rain/Snow Likely 
40/10

Mon: Mostly Sunny 
42/11

4.31% APY* 
Certificate of Deposit– 11 Month

*Also available for an Individual Retirement Account (IRA).  APY stands for Annual 
Percentage Yield.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. This 11-month CD or IRA 
special will automatically renew at the end of the term for 6 months.  Fees incurred 
on the account may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to earn APY on a CD or IRA is 
$1,000. Effective August 29, 2023.  This CD Special is available for a limited time and 
will end without notice.  .  Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender.

Minimum balance 
to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

CONEJOS AND COSTILLA 
COUNTIES — Beginning 
Monday, Oct. 30, the Colorado 
Department of Transportation 
will perform erosion control 
work along the shoulder 
of Colorado Highway 142, 
between Manassa and San 
Luis.

Operations will take place 
Oct. 30 through Nov. 17 
between Mile Points 13 and 
15. Motorists should plan 
for 15-20 minute delays, 
f laggers  and one - lane 
alternating traffic between 9 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. each day. 
Crews will work swiftly to 
complete the erosion control, 
however, this work is weather 
permitting.

Run for 
Veterans is 

Nov. 4
ALAMOSA — To kick off 

Veterans Week, and to raise 
funds for Alamosa’s Veterans 
Memorial Park, join the 2nd 
Annual Veterans Memorial 
Park Race on Saturday, Nov. 
4, for a 5k and 10k race.

The race will start and 
finish at the Alamosa Family 
Recreation Center, 2222 Old 
Sanford Rd., Alamosa. The 10k 
race repeats 5k lap twice. The 
race route is to be determined 
and will be posted as soon 
as it is finalized. Food, drinks, 
and an awards ceremony 
will follow the race. Walkers, 
runners, and strollers are 
welcome.

P r o c e e d s  f r o m  r a c e 
registration fees go toward 
th e  Alam os a  Ve te r ans 
M e m o r i a l  P a r k .  R a c e 
registration includes a long-
sleeve running shirt and post-
race refreshments.

To register visit https://
runsignup.com/Race/CO/
A l a m o s a / A l a m o s a V e t
eransMemorialParkRace?
mc_cid=f753226df5&mc_
eid=UNIQID.

CDOT 
performs 

shoulder work 
on CO 142 east 

of Manassa

By PRISCILLA 
WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — Since 

2013, a local, devoted 
non-profit organization 
named Cats Alive! has 
been helping cats in the 
San Luis Valley — all 
kinds of cats in all kinds 
of situations.

For more than a de-
cade, a small cadre of 
three women with a deep 
affinity for cats has pro-
vided support and servic-
es at all times of the day 
that few — if any — other 

group provides. But now, 
like many causes, Cats 
Alive! has encountered 
hard times and the non-
profit is in desperate need 
of donations.

“We have a terrible 
backlog,” says Marge 
Hauer-Brown, who is 
based in Alamosa. “Espe-
cially with trapping and 
getting cats vaccinated or 
parents and kittens fixed. 
We have one person who 
has been waiting for our 
help for a very long time.”

If the owner is physi-
cally able to trap their cat 

on their own, Cats Alive! 
will teach them how it 
should be done. If that’s 
not possible, Hauer-
Brown or one of her col-
leagues will trap the cat 
themselves so the owner 
can then transport him or 
her to the vet. 

Sometimes, when funds 
are available and the 
owner is unable to pay, 
Cats Alive! will pay for 
part or all the vet bill. 
And, in some cases, Hau-
er-Brown or one of the 
other volunteers in Mon-

Cats Alive! in desperate need of donations

Photo courtesy of Marge Hauer-Brown

Lady Gray, now content in her new home.

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Food is about 
more than what goes into the 
body. Each bite signifies differ-
ent policies, production methods 
and social implications that af-
fect everybody in the world.

That’s why the food studies 
program at Adams State Univer-
sity is a diverse menu of classes 
based on four intertwined ingre-
dients — health and wellness, 
sustainability, business and food 
policy, and sociology. Students 
work toward a Bachelor of Arts 
in interdisciplinary studies as 
they explore the importance and 
impact of food on human exis-
tence.

Their head chef, so to speak, is 
Reilly Caldwell, the university’s 
food studies program coordina-
tor and lecturer. She masterfully 
blends her knowledge of sustain-
able communities with her pas-
sion for human rights, energized 
by the goal of educating and en-
lightening students whose skills 
can improve the world.

“I feel like food is an accessible 
way to feel like you’re making a 
difference, and to actually make 
a difference,” says Caldwell, who 
grew up in Maryland and re-
ceived her bachelor’s in sustain-
able development from Appala-

Courtesy photo

Reilly Caldwell is the food studies 
instructor at Adams State. Regis-
tration for spring classes begins 
Nov. 1.

Adams State is 
changing the world, 

one food studies 
graduate at a time

chian State University, plus a 
minor in Spanish. She moved to 
Flagstaff, Ariz., for grad school 
at Northern Arizona University, 
where her thesis focused on the 
limitation of food access in Mo-
have County. The poverty rate 
there is 42 percent higher than 
the state’s average.

She explored food shortage 

ALAMOSA — In a com-
mitment to fair and unbiased 
in reporting, on Friday after-
noon, the Valley Courier in-
terviewed Alamosa City Man-
ager Heather Sanchez about 
some of the statements and 

situations surrounding the 
resignation of the Alamosa 
Police Department’s Chief of 
Police Ken Anderson. 

That story will appear in 
the Tuesday, Oct. 31, edition 
of the newspaper.

Interview with City 
Manager to run Tuesday

By POTATOES USA
COLORADO — U.S. potato 

exports reached record value 
and volume in the 12-month 
period from July 2022-June 
2023. Export values increased 
19.05% to $2.2 billion, and ex-

port volume increased 3.85% to 
3.3 million metric tons (fresh 
weight equivalent).

U.S. potato export values in-
creased across all categories 
(frozen, fresh, dehydrated, seed, 

Courier file photo

U.S. potato exports reached record value and volume in the 12-month 
period from July 2022-June 2023. Export values increased 19.05% to 
$2.2 billion, and export volume increased 3.85% to 3.3 million metric 
tons (fresh weight equivalent).

Potato exports reach 
record volume

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
ALAMOSA — The 

Walsh Building demoli-
tion of the derelict struc-
ture on 6th Street in Ala-
mosa is almost complete. 
According to Katherine 
Jenkins, Public Affairs 
Specialist with the En-
vironmental Protection 
Agency, “We expect to 
be done with most of the 
demolition by end of the 
week and will continue 
to haul the debris off 
site.” The debris is being 
transferred to the San 
Luis landfill.

The agency has created 
a special story map web-
site that details the time-
line of the demolition of 
the building.

According to the EPA, 
“The City of Alamosa 
and the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health 
and Environment (CD-
PHE) requested the 
EPA’s assistance to ad-
dress a dilapidated, fire-
damaged structure at the 
former Walsh Hotel Site 
in Alamosa, Alamosa 
County, Colorado. This 
time-critical removal ac-
tion involves the cleanup 
and proper disposal of 
debris from the struc-
turally compromised for-
mer business office space 
and apartment build-
ings that are known to 
contain friable asbestos. 
The Site was identified 
by the City of Alamosa Courier photo by John Waters

The rubble of the former Walsh Building in Alamosa is seen in this Oct. 23 photo. 

Walsh demolition updates available from EPA
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OBITUARY

COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.

School Menu
Monday

October 30, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Meatball Sub

Tator Tots/Carrots
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal Bars/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Meatball Sub

Tator Tots/Carrots
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Meatball Sub

Tator Tots/Carrots
Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Marcella Erminda Ar-
chuleta, lovingly known as 
Marci, passed away peace-
fully on Oct. 23 at her 
home in Manitou Springs, 
Colo. She was born on 
May 11, 1938, in Center, 
Colo., to Solomon and Flo-
ra (Luna) Jaramillo.

Marci is survived by her 
husband of 69 years, Ce-
lestino Archuleta (Tino); 
her children Cathy, Den-
nis (Moira), Anthony 
(Rhoda), Paul (Donna) 
and Maria (Barry); her 
grandchildren Nicholas, 
Katherine (Tim), Nathan 
(Nicole), Carolyn (Trevor), 
Alex, Ryan, Landon, Os-
car (Harley) and Joseph 
(Amy); her great- grand-
children Benjamin, Ari-
ana, Oliver, Sam, Luna, 
Emma, Francisco, and 
Ander. 

Marci was a strong, 
brave, beautiful, and tal-
ented woman with the 
ability to reach out with 
wonderful kindness to 
family and friends as well 
as anyone she might meet. 
She was the matriarch of 
a large family whom she 
loved dearly. Throughout 
her life, Marci was devot-
ed to her Catholic faith. 
She was continually active 
in her Catholic commu-
nity at a very young age 
when she began to par-
ticipate with her mother 
in various in Catholic or-
ganizations that provided 
Catholic prayer services 
for funerals and other reli-
gious events that inspired 
Catholic values for His-
pano families in her home-
town located in the San 
Luis Valley.  Although 
after moving from the 
San Luis Valley after she 
was married and settling 
in Colorado Springs, she 
continued to participate 
in these Catholic activities 
during her long visits with 
her family as well as her 
local church. 

In 2009, she encouraged 
and worked alongside her 
family to restore the St. 
John the Baptist Catholic 

Church, a historical mis-
sion church in La Garita, 
Colo.; worked to protect 
the remaining walls of the 
church’s convent through 
the construction of a 
monument dedicated to 
St. John the Baptist; and 
supported the construc-
tion of the St. John Paul II 
Rosary Walk. These proj-
ects protected and main-
tained through the Archu-
leta Family Foundation, 
were important for Marci 
because they helped to 
preserve the Catholic tra-
ditions of the Hispano cul-
ture by commemorating 
their historical presence of 
early Catholic settlers of 
La Garita. As a result, all 
these structures now en-
compass a spiritual Cen-
ter that inspires contem-
plative prayer, enhanced 
by a beautiful setting for 
Catholics and other visi-
tors. At the end of her life, 
she continued to reach out 
to people with her beauti-
ful smile and an inviting 
handshake to always offer 
a warm welcome as an im-
portant part of her Catho-
lic faith.

Marci was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
her brothers Sam, Leroy, 
Nabor, and Phillip. She 
is survived by her sis-
ters, Jennie Sanchez and 
Nancy Arellano, and her 
brothers Floyd, Robert, 

and Claude Jaramillo.
Visitation and Rosary 

service for Marci will be 
held Monday, Oct. 30, 
2023, at 9 a.m., followed 
by a Funeral Mass at 
10 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 2030 W. 
Colorado Ave., Colorado 
Springs, Colo. A grave-
side burial service will 
take place in the San Luis 
Valley at Carnero Creek 
Cemetery in La Garita, 
Colo., on Nov. 1, 2023, at 
11 a.m.

MI AMIGA
UNA MUJER MUY 

FINA
TRULY A LIFE-LONG 

FRIEND
SU CORAZON 

GRANDE Y PURO
WILL BE THERE TILL 

THE END
SU CARA TAN LINDA
LIKE A FLOWER IN 

BLOOM
SU RIZA Y SU VOZ
LIGHTS UP ANY 

ROOM
CON SU QUIRERIDO 

ESPOSO
THEIR CHILDREN 

SHE BORE
CON CARIÑO Y MU-

CHA PACIENCIA
TOGETHER SET OUT 

TO EXPLORE
LA ROSA MAS BRIL-

LANTE
NOR A BLAZING 

FALLING STAR
PUEDEN COMPETIR 

CON SU AMISTAD
THAT IS SPREAD 

NEAR AND FAR
SU VOZ COMO UN 

PARAJITO
SOFT AND WITH AF-

FECTION
CANTA CON TODA SU 

ALMA
WITHOUT ANY HESI-

TATION
NO SE OLVIDARÁ 

UNA AMIGA
WHO RUNS BY THE 

NAME ‘MARCI’
LE DESEO LO MEJOR 

DE TODO
FOREVER A FRIEND 

TO ME
Written for Marci by 

Alfi Salazar

Marcella Archuleta

CONTRIBUTED

ALAMOSA — The 
GFWC Woman’s Citi-
zenship Club of Alamosa 
is having its “Fall Fla-
vors and Fancies” lun-
cheon fundraising event 
on Thursday, Nov. 9, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the United Methodist 
Church, located on the 
corner of Murphy and 
Mullins Avenue in Ala-
mosa.

The “Flavors” includes 
a hearty vegetable soup 
or chili con carne, corn-
bread, a spinach salad 
with cranberries, wal-
nuts, feta, and a delicious 
pumpkin dessert for only 
$15.

As a bonus, the “Fan-
cies” will be a variety of 
creative baskets filled 
with wonderful items 
available to purchase. 

This will be a perfect 
opportunity to shop for 
birthday or early Christ-
mas gifts.

The funds will be used 
to support scholarships 
for women at Adams 
State University, Trini-
dad State College, and 
the club’s many commu-
nity projects. The tickets 
can be purchased by con-
tacting Theresa Rudder 
at 719-588-7913 or email 
womanscitzenshipclub@
gmail.com. There will 
only be 100 tickets avail-
able, so be sure to get your 
ticket as soon as possible.

The Woman’s Citizen-
ship Club was established 
in 1922, is celebrating 
100 years of Living the 
Volunteer Spirit in Ala-
mosa, and is a member of 
the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs.

The General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs is 
a unifying force, bringing 
together local women’s 
clubs, with members 
dedicated to strengthen-
ing their communities 
and enhancing the lives 
of others through volun-
teer service. With nearly 
80,000 members in affili-
ated clubs in every state 
and more than a dozen 
countries, GFWC mem-
bers are community lead-
ers who work locally to 
create global change by 
supporting the arts, pre-
serving natural resourc-
es, advancing education, 
promoting healthy life-
styles, encouraging civic 
involvement, and work-
ing toward world peace 
and understanding.

For more information, 
visit www.GFWC.org.

Fundraising luncheon 
in Alamosa on Nov. 9

Monte Vista students shine with 
Trout in the Classroom project

Courtesy photo

ALAMOSA — Three Monte Vista High School students and FFA members dropped 
by SLV Trout Unlimited’s October meeting in Alamosa on Oct. 24 to thank them 
for assisting in getting a Trout in the Classroom project in place at the school. Pic-
tured left to right, Lola Mott, Hailey Lopez (chapter vice president), Kevin Milder 
(SLV Trout Unlimited’s Director of Education), and Addison Mondragon (chapter 
president).

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

CREEDE — The Creede 
School District Board 
of Education opened its 
monthly strategic meeting 
on Oct. 17 to discuss sever-
al topics pertaining to the 
district and coming events 
for the school.

Superintendent Keith 
Crispell began the meet-
ing with an announcement 
of the CASB McGuffey 
Award Winner.

“The award honors 
board members who 
bring commitment, pas-
sion and service to their 
work on the board of edu-
cation. This prestigious 
recognition is typically 
awarded based on criteria 
of a board member being 
actively and positively 
engaged in the board’s 
work, going above and 
beyond their roles and 
responsibilities, demon-
strating a focus and hav-
ing a positive influence on 
other board members,” ex-
plained Crispell.

The award was present-
ed to Creede School Board 
President Casey Adelman 
for his devotion to and ser-
vice of the Creede School 
District. Crispell congrat-
ulated Adelman and the 
meeting moved into the 
next department report 
which was from Finance 
Director Lucinda Carpen-
ter.

Carpenter said that the 
district was in line with 
the last two years and 
that percentages matched 
closely and that though 
the revenue looked decep-
tive, it was due to trans-
ferring funds to the hot 
lunch fund that counts as 
a negative revenue. Be-
yond that, the district is 
on track with the appoint-
ed budget and projections 

are looking good for the 
remainder of the school 
year. 

Superintendent Crispell 
was next on the agenda 
to give an update to the 
board. Crispell said that 
he attended training and 
CASB regional meetings 
where propositions II and 
HH were discussed. He 
also stated that the dis-
trict’s gymnasium is now 
equipped with the Na-
tional Federation of High 
School’s approved camera 
system that will allow 
people to view games re-
motely, which was some-
thing the district was 
working on for the past 
few months. Information 
for accessing the cam-
eras will be available on 
the website at www.cree-
dek12.net.

Crispell said that the 
school’s new marque sign 
would be installed soon 
and that he met with Ci-
ello to coordinate the in-
stallation. The sign will 
feature events, sporting 
event information, district 
information and more.

The next strategic meet-
ing for the district will be 
held in November before 
the district’s holiday break 
for Thanksgiving and can 
be accessed through their 
website. 

Creede School District BOE 
president receives award

Casey Adelman
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS October/November
SUNDAY • 29 MONDAY • 30 TUESDAY • 31 WEDNESDAY • 1 THURSDAY • 2 FRIDAY • 3 SATURDAY • 4

Spring 2024

Registration Begins - 

Seniors Only

Kindred Spirits: Impact 

of Textbook Cost & OER 

on Campus DEI/Social 

Justice Initiatives 12 p.m. 

SUB Banquet Room

Spring 2024

Registration Begins

 

Kindred Spirits: Native 

American Student

Presentations 12 p.m. 

SUB Banquet Room 

W Soccer vs

NM Highlands

University3 p.m. Soccer 

Field

Zacheis Planetarium 

Free Movies: 5:30 p.m.

Seeing and

Audio Universe

Trunk-or-Treat: 4 p.m. 

until 7 p.m. Nielsen 

Library Parking Lot Free 

and Open to the Public

Zacheis Planetarium 

Free Movies: 5:30 p.m. 

Solar Superstorms and 

Earthquake: Evidence of 

a Restless Planet

Día de los Muertos 

Altar Reception: 6 p.m. 

until 9 p.m. Student 

Union Building Mall 

Court

Concert: ASU Choir 

Concert 7 p.m. Sacred 

Heart Catholic Church

Through November 2

Cloyde Snook Gallery: Forever a photographic exhibition Paul Rider

Hatfield Gallery: Wildness and Imagination Mary Wilhelm

Gallery Hours: 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday

www.adams.edu

Photo by Marge Hauer-Brown

Wilhelm Grimm, mid-lick.

te Vista or Antonito will 
drive the owner and their 
cat to the Monte Vista 
Animal Clinic on the west 
side of Monte Vista with 
whom they have a work-
ing relationship.

When the owner realiz-
es they can no longer pro-
vide care, Cats Alive! will 
help them surrender the 
cat to the Dumb Friends 
League.

Cats Alive! also re-
sponds to calls from peo-
ple who may be worried 
about a cat or a small 
group of cats in their 
area. In that case, one 
of the volunteers from 
Cats Alive! will go to the 
neighborhood, set the 
traps, and take the cats to 
the vet themselves where 
they will be vaccinated 
and fixed.

Afterwards, Hauer-
Brown or the others will 
take the cats home and 
foster them for a few days 
until they’re healed. Dur-
ing that time, they then 
decide what is the next 
best step.

“The cats will let you 
know when they want to 
go back to their home. 
They know their territory 
and where they can find 
food and water. When 
that happens, as long as 
we know that someone is 

looking out for them and 
feeding them, we’ll put 
them back on the street,” 
she says. 

Cats Alive! also fosters 
kittens until they’re ready 
to go to a shelter, includ-
ing what Hauer-Brown 
calls “bottle babies.” 

“Yvette [the volunteer-
based in Monte Vista] 
takes the bottle babies 
when they’re too young to 
eat on their own. It’s her 
specialty. And that’s hard 
work. She has to feed 
them every two or three 
hours and keep them 
warm. She’s so, so good at 
that.” 

Sometimes, while heal-
ing in one of the volun-
teer’s homes, it becomes 
clear that the cat is tame 
and probably once be-
longed to a family. In that 
case, they will foster the 
cat until they can find a 
no-kill shelter, usually on 
the Front Range, where 
they stand a chance of be-
ing adopted.

Hauer-Brown recalls 
one such case with a cat 
she named Lady Gray. 
“The vet thought she 
was at least 10 years old, 
and she was so beautiful. 
When the vet spayed her, 
they found a mummified 
kitty in her uterus. If she 
hadn’t gotten help when 
she did, she probably 
would have died.”

Hauer-Brown brought 
her home to make sure 

she healed fully. Once 
there, Lady Gray really 
calmed down. So, she con-
tacted a shelter on the 
Front Range who said 
they had someone who 
wants to work with older 
cats. 

Hauer-Brown is cur-
rently fostering two 
brothers she calls 
the Brothers Grimm. 
“They’re sweethearts and 
purr every time I walk in 
the room and meow at me 
because ‘it’s feeding time!’ 
A little bit of you falls in 
love with them but you 
can’t keep them forever. 
So, you foster them until 
you find a shelter.”

But all these extraor-
dinary, much-needed 
services cost money. 
Cats Alive! needs more 
traps, especially good 
ones with “a removable 
back.” Yvette needs milk 
replacement for kittens. 
The non-profit needs do-
nations to their Angel 
Fund, which is estab-
lished at the Monte Vista 
Animal Clinic and pays 
for vaccines, spays, and 
neuters. They also need 
cat food for about 30 cat 
colonies that people care 
for across the valley, 
many of whom live on 
fixed incomes and care 
for cats out of the love in 
their hearts.

For ten years, Cats 
Alive! has taken on a 
big job with countless 

successes. And, frankly, 
without their help, there 
is no telling what kind of 
fate would befall many of 
the felines young and old. 
As Hauer-Brown puts 
it, they love doing what 
they do, and they know 
it’s good for the commu-
nity as well as the cats. 
They’re just in desperate 
need of help and are hop-
ing that the community 
gives them the support 
needed to do what they do 
for another ten years and 
beyond.

People can contribute to 
the Angels Fund, either 
directly to the clinic or by 
sending a check to Cats 
Alive! PO Box 84, Alamo-
sa, Colorado 81101. She 
just asks it to be noted if 
the money should go to 
Angels Fund or cat food 
for the colony cats. And 
if people want to donate 
cat food, they’ll take that, 
too, just “please no Meow 
Mix or Kit-n-Kaboodle.” 

For more information, 
call (719)298-7028.

from multiple perspec-
tives: What were the in-
fluencing factors? The 
current realities? The po-
tential solutions?

Today, Grizzly students 
consider and discuss those 
kinds of big-picture ques-
tions during courses such 
as FOOD 250: Commu-
nity Food Systems, KIN 
120: Concepts in Wellness 
and SOC 425: Environ-
ment and Society.

“The first class of the 
program is called per-
spectives on food, and 
the whole point of the 
class is to look at food 
through different lenses,” 
Caldwell says. “We had a 
week about nutrition and 
medicine and their rela-
tionships with food. We 
had a week about identity 
and food. Another about 
the economy and food. At 
the moment, we’re doing 
culture and food. We’re 
learning about all of these 
different aspects that are 
intertwined — ones many 
of us don’t necessarily 
think about.”

In the same week, food 
studies students might 
explore how different re-
gions and religions ap-
proach food, the complex-
ity of economic models 
in the food industry, and 
innovative ways to ap-
proach agriculture. They 
get a holistic view of 
food, plus a career-help-
ing deep dive into their 
chosen area of emphasis 
(health and wellness, sus-
tainability, business and 
food policy, or sociology).

“The beauty of food 
studies is you can do so 
many different things 

with it, but if you’re a 
food studies student con-
centrating on, say, health 
and wellness, it directs 
you in a certain way,” 
Caldwell says. The pro-
gram prepares graduates 
for a variety of food-re-
lated careers, including 
agronomists, chefs, food 
safety specialists, com-
munity lobbyists and nu-
trition educators.

Food studies students 
also benefit from the pro-
gram’s partnerships with 
local and regional com-
munity members and 
businesses, which provide 
access to internships and 
hands-on learning oppor-
tunities. Those partners 
include Rio Grande Farm 
Park, SLV Local Food Co-
alition, Valley Roots Food 
Hub, Gosar Ranch Natu-
ral Foods, and Rockey 
Farms.

“These connections are 
great because I can take 
students out to the Rio 
Grande Farm Park, and 
they can see that kind of 
farming, which is very 
diverse and community-
oriented,” Caldwell says. 
“And then I can also take 
them to one of the big-
gest potato growers in 
the San Luis Valley, and 
they can see what a farm 
looks like when it’s 1,900 
acres. Those connections 
are great experiences for 
students, and it’s also 
helpful for them to realize 
that food-related issues 
are right here in their 
own backyard.”

All the while, these 
Grizzlies aren’t just pre-
paring for food careers. 
They’re cultivating the 
tools needed to nourish 
and transform the world, 
guided by passionate edu-
cators like Caldwell.

and chips), with double-
digit rises in all but seed 
potatoes. The increase in 
export volume was led 
by dehydrated potatoes 
and chips, which rose by 
25.63% and 11.19%, re-
spectively. Overall, ap-
proximately 20% of U.S. 
potatoes are exported.

In the period July 
2022-June 2023, Mex-
ico became the United 
States’ largest potato ex-
port market for the first 
time, followed by Canada 
and Japan. The entire 
Mexican market opened 
to U.S. fresh potato ex-
ports in May 2022.

The value of U.S. fro-
zen potato exports rose 
by 20.43%, reaching $1.4 
billion despite a 4.54% 
decrease in volume com-
pared to the previous 12 
months. For U.S. frozen 
potatoes, the top export 
markets were Japan, 
Mexico, and South Ko-
rea. Frozen export val-
ues increased in all three 
countries, with a signifi-
cant 25.93% growth in 
export volume to Japan.

The value of exported 
dehydrated potatoes in-
creased by 24.00% to 
reach $257 million, and 
volume increased by 
25.63% to reach 965,523 
metric tons. The top 
destinations for U.S. de-
hydrated potatoes were 
Canada, Japan, and 
Mexico, and exports in-
creased in value and 
volume for each of these 
countries.

The value of fresh po-
tato sales rose 15.57% 
from the previous 12 
months to $310.4 mil-
lion, though the volume 
of U.S. fresh potato ship-
ments decreased slightly 
by 3.07%. Canada, Mex-
ico, and Japan were the 
top export markets for 
U.S. fresh potatoes, with 
both value and volume 
increasing to Mexico.

Although representing 
smaller portions of U.S. 
potato exports, potato 
chips increased in value 
by 11.34% and in volume 
by 11.19%. Seed potato 
exports also increased in 
value by 3.68%, though 
volume decreased by 
5.82%. The export value 
of U.S. potato chips and 
seed potatoes amounted 
to $219.0 million and 
$15.1 million, respec-
tively.

Trade Data Monitor 
compiles the data from 
the United States De-
partment of Commerce, 
Foreign Trade Division, 
using the Harmonized 
Coding System, Sched-
ule B.  Potatoes USA ac-
cepts no liability for the 
content of these reports, 
or the consequences of 
any actions taken based 
on any information con-
tained herein.

Potatoes USA is the 

national marketing and 
promotion board rep-
resenting U.S. growers 
and importers. Pota-
toes USA, the largest 
vegetable commodity 
board, was established 
in 1971 by potato farm-
ers to promote the ben-
efits of eating potatoes. 
For more information on 
Potatoes USA’s mission 
to “Strengthen Demand 
for Potatoes,” visit Pota-
toesUSA.com.

Courier file photo

n the period July 2022-
June 2023, Mexico became 
the United States’ largest 
potato export market for 
the first time, followed by 
Canada and Japan. The 
entire Mexican market 
opened to U.S. fresh po-
tato exports in May 2022.

as a safety concern, pos-
ing a potential asbestos 
exposure threat to busi-
nesses, pedestrians and 
community members. 

“The removal action 
will include the cleanup 
and proper disposal of the 
asbestos containing ma-
terial (ACM) contaminat-

ed debris. The EPA On-
Scene Coordinator and 
EPA’s hazmat contractor 
will mobilize to the site 
the week of October 9th 
and anticipate it to take 
four weeks to complete. 
The ACM-contaminated 
debris will be kept wet 
whenever it is disturbed 
to prevent any asbestos 
fibers from migrating. 
Rolloff boxes will be lined 
with heavy plastic. The 

waste will be loaded into 
the boxes, covered with 
plastic liners, and sealed. 
The waste will be deliv-
ered to a nearby landfill 
which is permitted to ac-
cept ACM.”

The website includes 
photographs detailing 
the demolition is avail-
able at https://story-
maps.arcgis.com/stories/
4fbc79405dc24e7889d54
89b72ba0923/.

Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

The trees around the Valley are putting on a colorful fall show as October comes 
to an end. Cottonwoods around the area are shining with gold, red and orange, 
brightening the cool fall days.

Putting on a 
colorful show
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Ma’am oh 
ma’am, I was 
dreading my 
annual mam-
mogram!

I postponed 
my appoint-
ment three 
times with the 
women’s center 
at SLV Health 
hospital (aka 
SLV Regional 
Medical Cen-
ter). In Febru-
ary, I rescheduled to April; then, April 
to August; then, August to October. Fi-
nally, I showered the night before and 
dressed without powder or antiperspi-
rant (directions for preparing for this 
x-ray ask patients not to wear powder 
or deodorant as it interferes with the 
radiography.).

I thought, “I have to face it.” My 
thoughts included, “Go! You can do it.” 
Like that coach featured in the Pelo-
ton commercial screaming “MOVE!”, I 
could hear my internal dialog mostly 
cheering me on, “I need to keep this 
appointment.”

It’s been hard before and after this 
COVID stretch to overcome pullback 
on my psyche and my musculoskel-
etal frame. Somedays, it hurts to just 
swing my legs out of bed, much less 
stand-up. Along with meal prep for 
my service dog (Schroeder), feeding 
the community cats has given me pur-
pose with my days; plus, it adds 1,000 
steps to my record. That’s been all that 
I could do. Lugging an oxygen concen-

By LARRY BROWN
SLV Area Extension Director and Ag 

Business Agent
My hat is off to our farmers and 

ranchers as they complete harvest and 
prepare the soil for next year’s crop, 
wean their calves and lambs, and mar-
ket their 2023 production. At Colorado 
State University San Luis Valley Area 
Extension, we are growing our capac-
ity and marketing our education every 
day, with the intent of providing great 
service and creating great value for our 
community.

Why do we exist? Why do we get out of 
bed in the morning and go to work, and 
why should anyone care? I make certain 
I keep asking myself this question ev-
ery day. In SLV Area Extension, every-
thing we do is designed to foster healthy 
youth and families, prosperous farms, 
ranches, and businesses, and strong, re-
silient, proud communities.

Our CSU Ag Business Management 
(ABM) team was in the Valley earlier 
this month with a producer’s workshop 
and an ag lender’s workshop. Both were 
well attended.

The market outlook is strong for 
calves and bred heifers, strong to mod-
erate for hay, moderate for grain and 
potatoes. Our economists talked a lot 
about the margin squeeze our producers 
are facing due to the inflated prices of 
fuel, fertilizer, equipment, repair parts, 
interest on operating loans, and oh yes 
— water.

Every producer will need a very sharp 
pencil to manage for a profit, and while 
I realize every producer has a bookkeep-
ing system, some may not have good ac-
cess to financial projection tools. This is 
something we can help with. Our ABM 
team has developed easily accessible, 
spreadsheet software to help you zero in 
on your cost of production, run multiple 
projections on what I call “what-if sce-
narios”, and provide sensitivity analysis 

that automatically builds out a chart 
showing the scope of your breakeven and 
profitability in case your projections end 
up being too high or too low.

If you are interested in putting this to 
work in your planning and marketing 
this fall, contact me and I can get you 
the software and can help you get start-
ed. Our ABM team will be at the South-
ern Rocky Mountain Ag Conference Feb. 
6-8, 2024, with sessions on markets out-
look, enterprise and whole farm break-
even and profit analysis, and agriculture 
estate and succession planning. 

We will continue to have the ABM team 
come to the Valley annually in March to 
create and update enterprise budgets for 
our main crops and livestock, based on 
actual income and expenses provided by 
SLV producers, so be watching for that 
workshop next spring as well.

This time of year, I also get questions 
on high nitrates in alfalfa that has frost-
ed, and high prussic acid in some of our 
cover crops and other forage crops. This 
is a very simplified explanation, but fun-
damentally what is happening is when 
the plant gets frosted, it interrupts the 
normal metabolism process and the ni-
trates and prussic acid get trapped in 
the forms and at levels that can be poi-
sonous to livestock. So do not guess. If 
there is any question, test. Most ag con-
sultants help with forage analysis, and 
so do we.

I can help advise you on how to sample 
your forage, and then you can submit it 
to either the CSU laboratory or a private 
lab which I can connect you with as well. 
And even if you do not have a concern for 
these toxicity problems, let’s test instead 
of guess at the nutritive value, and let’s 
balance your livestock rations so that 
you feed what they need and only spend 
what is really necessary in supplements 
through the winter. 

Another program I am proud to help 
bring to the Valley is a version of the 

“Coffee Break Project,” which has been 
so helpful to the ag community in south-
east Colorado for several years now. The 
slogan is “Do you look after your neigh-
bors as close as your crops or herd,” 
and yes, this is health and well-being 
program. The group we are building 
through my office is focused on the ag 
community, and there is another group 
in the Valley focused on the Veteran 
community. Honestly, who does not 
need some friend-to-friend and neigh-
bor-to-neighbor support! Just call me for 
more information on this project.

Meanwhile, Janae, our family and 
consumer science specialist is giving 
numerous canning and food preserva-
tion classes, and she continues to offer 
Serve-Safe classes and certification to 
keep our restaurants and commercial 
kitchens super safe places to eat. She 
also continues to lead Aging Mastery 
classes for all us seniors.

Carol, our Juntos youth special-
ist, is currently helping facilitate two 
Strengthening Families and Familias 
Fuertes programs for middle school age 
students and their parents. This is an 
incredible program that improves com-
munication skills within the family and 
builds prevention skills in our youth. 
She is also organizing her next cohort 
of Juntos, a program which helps more 
kids graduate high school and engage in 
some form of training or education after 
graduating.

Our county youth program coordina-
tors, Cody, Barb, Lychelle, and Heather, 
are helping Jennifer and I keep the 4-H 
program afloat while we get a new 4-H 
agent hired. We just had our annual 4-H 
Achievement night last week, recogniz-
ing both members and volunteer lead-
ers for their hard work and accomplish-
ments for the year. Enrollment of new 
members and re-enrollment of existing 
members is now open. Jennifer, in ad-
dition to keeping the entire office hum-

ming, can help you with the 4-H enroll-
ment process.

And we continue to rebuild and re-
grow our staff and our capacity to serve 
this community. We are in the process of 
hiring another agriculture agent. This 
is a brand-new position we were able to 
create to take an integrated approach 
to help farmers and ranchers research 
and improve upon all the new changes 
in production practices necessary be-
cause of the need to reduce consumptive 
irrigation water use. This agent will be 
researching production and marketing 
of low water use and alternative crops. 
They will also be working on how best 
to establish permanent ground cover 
on the fields being dried up to prevent 
the topsoil from blowing away and to 
prevent these abandoned fields from be-
coming weed beds. 

The other, extremely exciting news is 
that the Outcalt Foundation has given 
us the funding to hire a second 4-H 
agent for three years. The Valley 4-H 
program should have never had fewer 
than two 4-H agents, but it has been 12 
years since we have had two. This gift 
will allow us to hire a second agent by 
the first of the year. 

Simultaneously, we are launching a 
campaign to build an endowment fund 
with which we will be able to make this 
a permanent position. This is the only 
way I have been able to figure out that 
will create a stable, long-term, second 
youth agent position. So, as you are 
planning your community giving, please 
consider this just cause. And if you have 
already given for 2023, please remem-
ber this in 2024.

All this rebuilding has been made 
possible because everyone has stepped 
up and increased their support. This 
includes CSU, SLV community mem-
bers, and all six of the SLV counties. So 
regardless of which county you live in, 
when you see any of your county com-
missioners, please tell them thank you 
for supporting the SLV Area Extension 
program.

And when you get ready to mark your 
ballot on Proposition HH, please, please 
read and study and please make cer-
tain you fully understand it, because it 
is tricky. Please understand that if it 
passes, your counties will not be able to 
fund services like extension, ambulance 
services, and law enforcement at the 
levels they are now.

If anything, you have read in this ar-
ticle interests you, please come see us 
in our Monte Vista office located on the 
west side of the Monte Vista Co-op prop-
erty. You can also call us at 719-852-
7381 or email us at L.Brown@colostate.
edu; or Jennifer.Norris@colostate.edu.  
CSU Extension programs are available 
to all without discrimination.

Ma’am oh 
Ma’am, another 

murderous 
mammogram?

trator calms the need to shop or visit 
with any checkout teller. That’s the 
story of why it is so hard to get out. 
With mammograms famous for severe 
squishing of breasts, mixing pain into 
the agenda is “not logical” — as Spock 
on “Star Trek” might say. 

Still all the medical universities re-
port that annual mammograms save 
lives because early detection is key 
to nipping the cancer before it grows. 
With that in mind, I flung the O2 con-
centrator’s strap across my body and 
walked forward. Slowly but purposely, 
I crossed the automatic door. Once 
signed in, a sweet technician (I wasn’t 
able to get her name) ushered me into 
the dressing room. To myself, I mused, 
“Why do we always have to disrobe for 
these things?” Thankfully the robe is 
large enough that my generous pro-
portions are covered. 

The operator escorted me into the 
exam room complete with a rolling up-

holstered chair. It became my chariot 
as she scooted it and me into position 
as I required differently-abled equip-
ment. The mammogram machines of 
ten years ago were archaic compared to 
this digital wonder. I remember crying 
as the technician made the fit tighter 
and tighter. Every year no matter if 
I was in Texas, North Dakota, Mas-
sachusetts, Washington or Colorado, 
I would say: “It hurts. Please stop.” 
Technologists of yesteryear were di-
rected to compress that way. 

Although my tech had to dial the 
compression to patient’s tolerance lev-
els, the new equipment captured im-
ages digitally. Thus, the tech no lon-
ger changed heavy film plates. As the 
pressure added up, she said, “Tell me 
when the compression is too much.” 

It was like a fairy tale come true 
not to drop tears at this 2023 mam-
mogram. What a difference coming 
into the 21st century makes for this 

Stephanie Miner Women’s Imaging 
Center. According to their website: 
“From 2003 to 2006, the funds raised 
during the walk were used to finance 
the construction and opening of the 
Imaging Center. Since then, funds 
from the walk have helped purchase a 
digital mammography machine, hand-
icap accessible mammography chairs, 
gurneys, and other needed equipment. 
More recently funds raised from the 
walk were used to purchase a new ul-
trasound unit to enhance local diag-
nostic care.”

I can tell the world: mammograms 
don’t have to hurt anymore. Ma’am oh 
Ma’am, schedule mammograms again, 
now. 

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college ed-
ucator and long-time local columnist. 
Reach her at columnsbynellie.com or 
email her at columnsbynellie@gmail.
com.

CSU and 4-H grow here
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
 Wednesday Worship, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
Pastor Anthony Bowden
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Morning Worship
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702
United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00

 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for informa-

tion.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 10:15 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

As president of the De-
tection Club, Dorothy L. 
Sayers led initiation rites 
featuring ceremonial 
garb, flicker-
ing candles 
and the spooky 
presence of 
Eric, a human 
skull.

With a flair 
for the dramat-
ic, Sayers re-
quired British 
mystery writ-
ers to take an 
oath, which included: “Do 
you promise that your 
detectives shall well and 
truly detect the crimes 
presented to them, using 
those wits which it may 
please you to bestow upon 
them and not placing reli-
ance on, or making use of, 
Divine Revelation, Femi-
nine Intuition, Mumbo-
Jumbo, Jiggery-Pokery, 
Coincidence or the Act of 
God?”

New members prom-
ised “moderation” in -- 
this is a partial list -- the 
use of conspiracies, death 
rays, ghosts and trap-
doors, while “utterly and 
forever” avoiding “Myste-
rious Poisons unknown to 
Science.” And of course: 
“Do you solemnly swear 
never to conceal a vital 
clue from the reader?”

The Detection Club was 
founded in 1930, with 
G.K. Chesterton as presi-

Dorothy Sayers: Fiction as tools for a classical education
dent. Sayers was a found-
ing member and became 
its third president, fol-
lowed by Agatha Christie.

Famous for 
her Lord Peter 
Wimsey detec-
tive novels, 
Sayers’ career 
defied simple 
labels. As a 
young woman, 
she worked for 
the S.H. Ben-
son advertis-
ing agency in 

London. Among Chris-
tians, she is best known 
as a colleague of C.S. 
Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien 
and others in the In-
klings writers circle in 
Oxford. Sayers wrote po-
etry, theological essays 
and theatrical works for 
the stage and BBC Radio. 
She was gifted in multi-
ple languages and spent 
the final years of her life 
translating Dante’s “The 
Divine Comedy” into 
English.

Sayers is also known 
for a 1947 Oxford presen-
tation -- “The Lost Tools 
of Learning” -- that has 
influenced generations of 
classical education lead-
ers in the United States, 
England and elsewhere. 
As a child, she was edu-
cated by her father, an 
Anglican vicar, who 
taught choral music and 
Latin at Oxford.

“Her parents gave her 
a classical education that 
allowed her to navigate 
her world, the tools to 
support herself. When 
she struggled and made 
mistakes, she was able 
to repent and get back 
on track,” said medieval 
scholar Lesley-Anne Wil-
liams, who lectured on 
“Dorothy L. Sayers: Ad-
vertising, Murder and 
Classical Education” dur-
ing last week’s annual 
Inklings Festival at the 
ecumenical Eighth Day 
Institute in Wichita, Kan-
sas.

“Her Christian faith 
played a role in every-
thing she did, including 
her detective novels,” said 
Williams. “She wanted to 
write fiction that was well 
done, in a style that she 
understood, respected 
and enjoyed. She always 
demonstrated great skill 
and craftsmanship.”

The Lord Peter Wimsey 
tales emerged during the 
golden age of British de-
tective fiction, after World 
War I -- the “war to end 
all wars” -- had rocked 
the moral and cultural 
foundations of Europe. 
The popular, and profit-
able, mystery novels in 
this era offered complex, 
logical puzzle plots with 
detectives using evidence 
that included chemistry, 
medicine, physics and 

psychology.
Some British intellec-

tuals were attempting 
to restore shaken public 
faith that good could de-
feat evil. Sayers, Chester-
ton and other masters of 
detective fiction truly be-
lieved that the great mys-
teries of their troubled 
age “were solvable,” said 
Williams in one of her lec-
tures.

“I don’t think that we’re 
in a golden age of mystery 
now. I think part of that 
is, you have to have a be-
lief that there is a truth 
that can be known,” she 
said. Thus, a yearning for 
absolutes could be “one of 
the reasons why people 
like mystery novels. They 

are kind of self-contained. 
You can trust the author 
to do certain things. ... 
There is justice here and 
you have to have a belief 
in justice, you have to 
have a belief in truth to 
do that kind of mystery.”

In a 1957 eulogy for 
Sayers, Lewis stressed 
that his friend didn’t 
want to preach. She was 
striving to communicate 
clearly to a broader audi-
ence.

“There is in reality no 
cleavage between the 
detective stories and 
her other works,” wrote 
Lewis. “In them, as in 
it, she is first and fore-
most the craftsman, the 
professional. She always 

saw herself as one who 
has learned a trade, and 
respects it, and demands 
respect for it from others. 
We who loved her may 
(among ourselves) largely 
admit that this attitude 
was sometimes almost 
comically emphatic. ...

“As the detective sto-
ries do not stand quite 
apart, so neither do the 
explicitly religious works. 
She never sank the art-
ist and entertainer in the 
evangelist.”

Terry Mattingly leads 
GetReligion.org and lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
He is a senior fellow at the 
Overby Center at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

Saturday, October 28, 
2023

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in him 
should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 
(John 3:16 AKJV)

Jesus loves you and 
died for your sins on the 
cross so that you can be 
forgiven when you give 
your life to Him.

Sunday, October 29, 
2023

“He that despises his 
neighbor sins: but he that 
has mercy on the poor, 
happy is he.” (Proverbs 
14:21 AKJV)

Our relationships with 
others show what is re-
ally in our hearts.

Monday, October 30, 
2023

“Bless the LORD, O my 
soul, and forget not all 
his benefits: Who forgives 
all your iniquities; who 
heals all your diseases;” 

(Psalms 103:2-3 AKJV)
Amen! Thank you Lord.

Tuesday, October 31, 
2023
“ T h e 

evil bow 
b e f o r e 
the good; 
and the 
w i c k e d 
at the 
gates of 
the righ-
t e o u s . ” 
( P r o v -
e r b s 
1 4 : 1 9 
AKJV)

G o d 
wins! Evil will be defeat-
ed.
Wednesday, November 

1, 2023
“He must increase, but 

I must decrease.” (John 
3:30 AKJV)

This should be the at-
titude of all followers of 
Jesus.
Thursday, November 

2, 2023

“He that believes on the 
Son has everlasting life: 
and he that believes not 

the Son 
shall not 
see life; 
but the 
w r a t h 
of God 
stays on 
h i m . ” 
( J o h n 
3 : 3 6 
AKJV)

W h a t 
you be-
l i e v e 
a b o u t 
J e s u s 

now will determine what 
He will do for you later.

Friday, November 3, 
2023

“They soon forgot his 
works; they waited not 
for his counsel:” (Psalms 
106:13 AKJV)

We would save our-
selves a lot of trouble if 
we would just wait for the 
Lord to lead.



Sports

Sports 

Bulletin
Follow sports editor 

Ken Hamrick on 
Twitter. His handle is 

@KenHamrick 1.

SCOREBOARD
THURSDAY

Prep girls volleyball
Alamosa def. Fowler 

in four sets – scores not 
reported

Ignacio def. Sargent 
25-23, 14-25, 25-17, 28-
26

FRIDAY
Prep football

Alamosa 43, Wood-
land Park 7

Centauri 45, Monte 

Vista 0
Dolores at Sanford - 

no report
Dove Creek 50, Sar-

gent 8
Granada 52, Sierra 

Grande 22
Ignacio at Del Norte 

- no report
Sangre de Cristo at 

Miami-Yoder - no report
Prep girls volleyball
Cotopaxi at Antonito 

- no report
Cripple Creek-Victor 

at Creede - no report
Rye def. Sanford 25-

11, 25-8, 25-12
Sanford vdef Trinidad 

in three sets - scores not 
reported

Sangre de Cristo def. 
Custer County 25-14, 
25-18, 25-15

South Park at Center 
- no report

College men’s soccer
Colorado Mesa 4, 

Adams State 0

SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

Prep football
Mountain Valley at 

Antonito, 1 p.m.
Center at Trinidad, 

7 p.m.
Prep cross country
Alamosa at Class 3A 

State Meet (at Norris 
Penrose Event Center), 
12:20 p.m. (boys), 1:40 
p.m. (girls)

Centauri, Del Norte, 
Sargent at Class 2A State 
Meet (at Norris Penrose 
Event Center), 9 a.m. 
(girls), 10:20 a.m. (boys)

Prep girls 
gymnastics

Alamosa at Class 4A 
Regional Tournament 

(at Arvada West), 10 a.m.
Prep girls volleyball

Center  at  Sierra 
Grande, 11 a.m.

Centauri vs. Clear 
Creek (Buena Vista In-
vitational), noon

John Mall at Del 
Norte, noon

Monte Vista vs. Atlas 
Prep (Mitchell Invita-
tional), noon

Centauri vs. Rif le 
(Buena Vista Invita-
tional), 2 p.m.

Centauri vs. Meeker 
(Buena Vista Invita-
tional), 4 p.m.

Centauri vs. Gunni-
son (Buena Vista Invi-
tational), 6 p.m.

Sanford at Rye Invita-
tional, TBA

College football
South Dakota Mines 

at Adams State, 1 p.m.

College women’s 
volleyball

Chadron State (Neb.) 
at Adams State (RMAC 
Power Pod), 6 p.m.

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State at Colo-
rado (exhibition), 1 p.m.

SUNDAY
College men’s soccer

Adams State at West-
minster (Utah), 2:30 p.m.

College women’s 
soccer

Adams State at Colo-
rado-Colorado Springs, 
1 p.m.

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State at New 
Mexico (exhibition), 4 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY

College women’s 
soccer

New Mexico High-
lands at Adams State, 
3 p.m.

THURSDAY
College men’s 

basketball
Adams State at Weber 

State (exhibition), TBA

FRIDAY
Prep girls 

gymnastics
Alamosa at Class 4A 

State Meet (at Thorn-
ton), 3 p.m.

College women’s 
volleyball

Adams State at Fort 
Lewis, 6 p.m.

College swimming
Adams State at Ne-

braska-Kearney Invita-
tional, TBA
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Mean Moose strengthen playoff hopes with win over 
Woodland Park; tie for league championship

By KEN HAMRICK

Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – After starting the season winless in 
five games, the Alamosa High School football team 
finished strong by winning its final four games.

Friday, the Mean Moose capped off the regular season 
with a 43-7 win over Woodland Park at the AHJS 
stadium. Not only that, they find themselves on the 
threshold of making the state playoffs.

“We kind of turned this thing around,” said Alamosa 
coach Drew Sandlin. “We knew some tough games at 
the beginning of the year would help us and looks like 
they are.”

Also with Florence’s 14-13 win over La Junta, the 
Mean Moose finish in a three-way tie for the Tri-Peaks 
League championship with the Huskies and Tigers.

Woodland Park had the ball first but punted. The 
Mean Moose took possession at their own 20 and 
proceeded to march 80 yards on just six plays with 
Dyson Woodward tossing a 25-yard touchdown pass 
to Brant Jackson. After a roughing the kicker penalty 
on the Panthers, Alamosa went for two points and 
was successful as R.J. Meis ran in the conversion for 
an 8-0 lead.

The Mean Moose got the first turnover of the game 
as Carlos Garcia recovered a fumble. Unfortunately, 
Alamosa turned the ball over on downs.

But Alamosa got another takeaway almost right away 
as Tony Griego intercepted Marqus Schoenberger. This 
time the Mean Moose turned the turnover into points 
as Woodward and Jackson hooked up again, this time 
a 2-yard touchdown. Ryan Higareda made the point-
after for a 15-0 lead.

Alamosa extended the lead early in the second 
quarter with Meis running for a 10-yard touchdown. 
Higareda again made the extra point and the Mean 
Moose led 22-0.

Woodland Park had an opportunity to score midway 
through the second quarter. Schoenberger got the 
Panthers into scoring position with a 43-yard pass to 
Evan Bamesbergre, but the drive stalled. Woodland 
Park came away empty as Myles Wiley missed a 36-
yard field goal attempt.

The Mean Moose got one more touchdown just before 
halftime as Woodward ran 20 yards on the quarterback 
keeper for the score. Higareda again made the point-
after and Alamosa led 29-0 at halftime.

The Mean Moose had the ball first in the second 

half and they got on the scoreboard again. Woodward 
threw his third touchdown pass of the game, this time 
a 26-yard strike to Michael Motz. Higareda made the 
extra point for a 36-0 advantage.

Woodward accounted for his fifth touchdown of the 
game and his second on the ground with a 5-yard scoring 
run. Higareda made the extra point for a 43-0 lead.

The Panthers averted the shutout late in the game 
as Matteo Pizzaro tipped and intercepted Griego’s pass. 
Pizzaro returned the play 30 yards for a touchdown. 
Wiley made the PAT.

Alamosa had 337 yards of total offense with 247 
coming in the passing game. Woodward completed 
16 out of 24 passes for 223 yards with Jackson being 
his top receiver with eight receptions for 102 yards. 
Motz had three catches for 56 yards, Karter Tolsma 
had three receptions for 33 yards, Kevin Gonzales had 
two catches for 34 yards, and Meis had two catches 
for 22 yards.

The Mean Moose had 90 rushing yards and were led 
by Woodward with 67 yards on 11 carries.

Woodland Park was held to 112 yards of total offense 
– 18 rushing and 94 passing.

Schoenberger completed 10 of 26 passes for 94 yards. 
Griffin King was the leading receiver with four catches 
for 35 yards. Bamesbergere had two receptions for 47 

yards and Parker Shreeve had two receptions for six 
yards.

Aidan Hood led the Panthers’ ground game with 24 
yards on 10 carries.

Alamosa finished the regular season with a record 
of four wins and five losses. It will now wait to see if 
it made the Class 2A 16-team bracket, but Sandlin 
knows it will be a road game against a tough opponent.

“We’ll be a lower seed for sure,” Sandlin said. “If 
we go to Delta, we’ve been there a couple of times, so 
hopefully we’ll play some good football.”

Alamosa 43, Woodland Park 7

Woodland Park 0 0 0 7 – 7

Alamosa  15 14 14 0 – 43

First quarter

A – Jackson 25 pass from Woodward (Meis run), 7:46

A – Jackson 2 pass from Woodward (Higareda kick), 3:11

Second quarter

A – Meis 10 run (Higareda kick), 10:28

A – Woodward 20 run (Higareda kick), 0:57

Third quarter

A – Motz 26 pass from Woodward (Higareda kick), 8:59

A – Woodward 5 run (Higareda kick), 5:13

Fourth quarter

WP – Pizzaro 30 interception return (Wiley kick), 4:40

Courier photos by Ken Hamrick

Left: Alamosa High School’s R.J. Meis (26) runs 
with the ball against Woodland Park. Right: Xavier 
Ramirez sacks Marqus Schoenberger. The Mean 
Moose won 43-7.

Falcons crush Pirates to win league title
STAFF REPORT

LA JARA — The Centauri High School 
football secured its seventh-straight 
league title with a dominating 45-0 
victory at home over rival Monte Vista.

The Falcons (7-2, 5-0 1A South Central) 
scored in every quarter and had two 
scores in all, but the third quarter. Junior 
standout Parker Buhr led the onslaught 
with four rushing touchdowns — one in 
each quarter.

“I thought our kids were focused all 
week in practice and came out and 
showed that they were focused and ready 
to play,” said CHS coach Kyle Forster. 
“Man, they played well tonight. We were 
a little banged up, but the guys showed 
up and played out. It was awesome.”

Both teams entered Friday night’s 
game riding five-game winning streaks. 
The Falcons have owned the rivalry, 
having won seven straight. 

The Pirates last beat the Falcons in 23-
14 in 2015 and secured the 1A Southern 
Peaks title with the win. Monte Vista 
earned back-to-back league titles with 
a 4-1 record in 2016. 

The two teams have finished first or 
second in league to each other since 
2012 — CHS has won nine and MVHS 
has won three during the span.

Centauri scored its first touchdown by 
taking its third possession of the game 87 
yards in 11 plays. Buhr did most of the 
work, accounting for 50 rushing yards. 
Back-to-back runs of 9 and 10 yards 
gave the Falcons first-and-goal at the 1. 

Carson Shawcroft capped off the 3-plus 

minute drive with a 1-yard scoring 
plunge to put the Falcons up 6-0. Josh 
Polkowske added the PAT to make it 7-0 
with 6:12 left in the first quarter.

After not allowing Monte Vista (6-
3, 4-1) to get a first down on the next 
possession, Troy Huffaker blocked a punt 
to set up the Falcons second score of the 

opening quarter. CHS recovered the ball 
at the Pirates’ 20-yardline.

Buhr scored his first touchdown three 
plays later when he carried the football 
around the left side of the line and into 
the endzone from 13 yards out to extend 
the lead to 13-0. The PAT was blocked.

Centauri needed only three plays to 

tack on its third TD, a 22-yard scoring 
pass from sophomore quarterback Sean 
Jarvies to senior Kiler Ullery, who made 
a great catch in the corner of the endzone, 
early in the second quarter.

Buhr crossed the goal line for a second 
time with just under 2 minutes left in 
the half. His 5-yard touchdown run gave 
the Falcons a 25-0 lead that they took 
into halftime.

Monte Vista never got anything 
going offensively in either half against 
Centauri’s swarming defense. The 
Pirates did not get a first down until 
late in the first quarter. 

“They just came out and hit every play,” 
Forster said. “To get a shutout against 
that team is something special.”

Buhr added touchdown runs of 4 yards 
and 17 yards in the third and fourth 
quarters.

Jarvies connected with sophomore 
Marcos Atencio on a 12-yard scoring 
late in the third quarter and gave the 
Falcons a 38-0 lead. Huffaker’s second 
blocked punt gave the Falcons excellent 
field position.

Centauri will take a six-game winning 
streak into the playoffs next week. The 
Falcons will learn this weekend if they 
host or travel for the first round.

“Come who or come where, they are 
going to have to play us and if we can 
play like that good things can happen,” 
Forster said.

Photo by Brian Williams

Centauri High School standout running back Parker Buhr scores the third of his 
four touchdowns in a 45-0 win over rival Monte Vista on Friday night at home.
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Lifestyle

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Zeke 

and Victoria Gallegos have 
been enjoying the weather 
in the San Luis Valley. 
They have been farming 
for a few years now. Their 
business, Hot Creek Truck-
ing, and their farm has 
been growing steadily and 
is doing well.

The couple is no stranger 
to the changing weather in 
the San Luis Valley. They 
grow alfalfa and grass hay. 
They also sharecrop with 
other farmers. They drive 
an 18-wheeler and sell both 
hay and alfalfa her the San 
Luis Valley and south into 
New Mexico.  

The couple said they 
have been busy growing 
and hauling this year.

“Overall, it was a good 
season for hay. We put out 
around 15,000 small bales 
of alfalfa grass at one farm 
and another 10,000 of grass 
hay at another place. They 
all came up in pretty good 
shape. I would say it was a 
successful season, but it’s 
not completely over,” Zeke 
said.

Zeke said that they haul 
year-round.

“We will definitely sell 
and haul into the colder 
months. We also have 
grass contracted up north 
to fulfill to customers for 
the winter clear into the 
spring. The two places we 
haul to are Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe,” he said. 

Victoria said the good 
snowpack contributed to 
their and others success 
this year.

“The snowpack earlier 
in the year really helped 
the moisture levels for the 
farm,” Victoria said. “The 
moisture really helps a lot, 
for irrigating and just ev-
erything on the farm. Wa-
ter was plentiful this year. 
Overall seems like the Val-
ley put up a lot of good hay 
this year everywhere, too.” 

The Gallegos fam-
ily works hard every year 
growing, bailing, and sell-
ing the Alfalfa and grass 
hays. Their son Ezekiel Jr. 
helps on the farm as well.

“He has helped a lot more 
this season too,” said Zeke. 
“He likes the tractor; he en-
joys driving and baling the 
hay.”

Zeke said a usual sea-
son consists of three alfalfa 
cuts with the first coming 
in June.

“We usually start cut-
ting the alfalfa the first of 
June, the second cut usu-
ally happens the first of 
July, this is when we al-
ways get rained on too, we 
call it the ‘monsoon season.’ 
The last cut we do on the 
alfalfa is usually the last of 
August, so about three cuts 
total. There’s a lot of hard 
work involved in the farm-
ing process. Many people 
aren’t aware of how much 
work, but it is a lot. We 
flood irrigate around 100 
acres. Flood irrigating is an 
all-night job too. We take 

The Gallegos family grows, bails and sells alfalfa and 
grass hays in the San Luis Valley and New Mexico. They 
flood irrigate about 100 acres.

the siphons out to the field. 
When the water is there, 
you irrigate all night. You 
must constantly change 
the siphons, even if it’s 3 
in the morning, you are out 
there. Farming is fun, but 
it’s a lot of work,” Zeke said.

Victoria said that every-
one gets their hands dirty 
on the farm.

“I do the harrowing; I 
drag the ditch; he usually 
does all the irrigating,” Vic-
toria said. “Our kids have 

enjoyed growing up on a 
farm. We enjoy it too. If we 
could send out a message to 
anyone younger thinking of 
farming, we would say do 
it. It’s a lot of hard work 
but I think that everyone 
should experience being a 
farmer once in their life-
time. People don’t realize it, 
but without farmers, well 
it’s a cycle, chickens, eggs, 
crops, if you think about it 
without farmers, there’s no 
food.”

Gallegos family talks 
about growing and 
hauling hay, alfalfa

Courtesy photo

Hot Creek Trucking is owned by Zeke and Victoria Gallegos. They haul year-round.

Ezekiel Gallegos Jr., helps on the family farm.
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District Court 
Costilla County, Colorado

Court Address:
401 S Church Place
San Luis, CO 81152
In the Matter of the Estate of:
FRANK AUGUSTUS COSTA
COURT USE ONLY
Attorney or Party Without Attorney (Name and Address): 
Sarah Costa-Brand
31 Wagon Lane
Centereach, NY 11720
Phone Number: E-mail:
516-698-0104  Sarah.Costa17@gmail.com
Case Number:
Division  Courtroom
NOTICE OF HEARING BY PUBLICATION PURSUANT TO § 15-10-
401, C.R.S.
To: John Rosario Costa and Michael Ilan Costa
Last Known Address, if any: ______ 
A hearing on The Estate of Frank Augustus Costa (title of pleading) 
for (brief description of relief requested):
Letters of Administration
will be held at the following time and location or at a later date to 
which the hearing may be continued:
Date: December 4, 2023 Time: 8:00 AM Courtroom or Division: Cos-
tilla County District Court
Address: 401 S Church Pl, San Luis, CO 81152
Sarah Costa-Brand
Type or Print name of Person Giving Notice
31 Wagon Lane
Address
Centereach, NY 11720
City, State, Zip Code
No. 3609.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 21, & 28, 2023.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES & HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION

Our organization is accepting competitive proposals for 12 self-help 
homes in Monte Vista: In the Tierra del Sol Subdivision.  We invite 
All contractors/sub-contractors to submit their proposal to CRHDC.  
Suppliers are welcome to submit proposals as well.  
Lumber mat’l & trusses
Interior and exterior paint package
Engineering work
Concrete-Excavation/ footer, stem wall  
Concrete - Flatwork
Roof framing only
Wall Framing(Interior & Exterior)
Metal Roofing, Facia and all Trim
Fencing, materials and installation
Electrical
Plumbing & heating–knowledge of E-star requirements
Drywall
Carpet, pad & installation
Carpet, pad & Sheet Vinyl
Cabinets, countertops & installation
Garage door & installation
Spray Foam insulation
Blower Door Testing
Gutters & installation
Sub-contractors or suppliers may obtain specifications & proposal 
packets during business hours 7:00 am to 3:00 pm @ 1016 West 
Avenue, Alamosa, CO
Deadline for bids is November 1, 2023 by 4:00 pm.
CRHDC reserves the right to accept and/or reject any or all proposals 
and waive all formalities.
No. 3612.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 14, 17, 18, 20, 21, 24, 25, 
27, 28 & 31, 2023.

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO
TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS 
FILED IN
WATER DIVISION 3.
Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following 
is a resume in
Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and certain amend-
ments filed in the
office of the Water Clerk during the month of September 2023 for 
each county affected.
2022CW3046; RIO GRANDE COUNTY; Worley Family Farms LLLP, 
and BKC, LLC c/o Karl Kuenhold, Esq., Law Office of Karl Kuenhold, 
LLC, 719-589-3688, karl@kuenholdlaw.com . Introduction and Back-
ground:  This Amended Application adds two additional wells to the 
wells previously identified in the original application to form a “South 
Humidification Pool” for the storage and processing facilities de-
scribed and allows the two wells at the Hi-Land and Blue-Sky facilities 
to be alternate points of diversion for an existing commercial well. The 
other claims are as previously pled. In the First Claim below, Applicant 
requests the water court decree the administrative change of water 
right approved by the State Engineer on January 12, 1994.  In the 
alternative, Applicant requests the court grant an additional change 
of water right from Wells No. 13 and No. 14 in Case W-324 to Well 
43118-F for the entire 5.29 acre-feet of consumptive use made avail-
able by the dry-up of 3.2 acres as required by the permit issued. In the 
Second Claim, Applicant proposes to change a portion of the water 
(up to 19.76 acre-feet CU) from Well No. 12 in Case W-324 to a com-
mercial use and to use the water right historically applied to the SW 
1/4 for:  1) Irrigation, washing and related domestic use in the green-
house on the SW 1/4 of Section 28, Township 40 North, Range 8 
East, NMPM, and   2) Applicant also wishes to designate commercial 
Well Permit 43118-F (WDID 2014017) and Well Permit 100187-A as 
alternate points of diversion for W-324 No. 12 to provide water at the 
Hi-Land and Blue-Sky Potato Facilities. Well Permit 100187-A should 
be re-permitted as a dual well allowing commercial use in addition to 
its continued as a domestic well to serve the home on the property.  
3) Change of up to 10 acre-feet CU) from Well No. 12 in Case W-324 
to a commercial use and to use the water right historically applied to 
the SW 1/4 for: humidification and related commercial uses serving 
five potato storage facilities via five unconfined wells. These wells 
are: WDID 20111005 (Sanderson); WDID 2014597 (Home); WDID 
2014615 (East Boyce); WDID 2008413 (Rose); and WDID 2011597 
(North Hiland). 4) Unchanged remaining water to continue to be used 
to irrigate the SW 1/4 of Section 28, Township 40 North, Range 8 
East, NMPM as it is currently decreed to do. In the Third Claim, Ap-
plicant also proposes to change the five unconfined aquifer humidifi-
cation wells (WDID 2011005, WDID 2014597, WDID 2014615, WDID 
2008413 and WDID 2011597) to commercial use and/or joint use 
with their original decrees. In the Fourth Claim, Applicant owns three 
confined aquifer wells (WDID 2012945, WDID 2010776 and WDID 
201013) which it wishes to change to commercial use for humidifica-
tion and related purposed to serve three potato storage facilities. In 
the Fifth Claim, Applicant also wishes to designate commercial Well 
Permit 43118-F (WDID 2014017) and Well Permit 100187-A (WDID 
2014610) as alternate points of diversion from Well No. 1 in Case No. 
W-1291 (WDID 3010471 2010471) to provide 2.0 acre-feet of com-
mercial water at the Hi-Land and Blue-Sky Potato Facilities. In the 
Sixth Claim, Applicants seek to create a “South Humidification Pool” 
of commercial water. including all of the commercial water described 
in the first five claims and 3.5 acre-feet of commercial water owned by 
applicant BKC, LLC which is a closely related entity to Worley Family 
Farms, LLLP. The BKC well is Permit 042264-F, an alternate point 
of diversion for Well No. 1 in case W-175. Land ownership: Petition-
ers owns the real property, existing wells and the diversion structures 
contemplated and affected by this Application.
You are notified that you have until the last day of November 2023, to 
file with the Water Clerk a verified statement of opposition setting forth 
facts as to why a certain application
should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or on 
certain conditions or
a protest to the requested correction. A copy of such a statement of 
opposition or
protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the Applicant’s at-
torney and an
affidavit or certificate of such service must be filed with the Water 
Clerk. The filing fee
for the Statement of Opposition is $192.00. Forms may be obtained 
from the Water
Clerk’s Office or our website at www.courts.state.co.us. Jennifer Pa-
checo, Water Clerk,
Water Division 3, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101 
No. 3621.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 28, 2023.

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO
TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS 
FILED IN
WATER DIVISION 3.
Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following 
is a resume in
Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and certain amend-
ments filed in the
office of the Water Clerk during the month of September 2023 for 
each county affected.
2023CW3011; ALAMOSA COUNTY; Curtis Farms, LLC. c/o Karl 
Kuenhold, Esq., Law Office of Karl Kuenhold, LLC, 719-589-3688, 
karl@kuenholdlaw.com . APPLICATION FOR A CHANGE OF WA-
TER RIGHTS.  Applicant owns two decreed irrigation wells in the 
Southwest quarter of Section 1, Township 39 North, Range 10 East 
NMPM. This application seeks to obtain supplemental wells for the 
existing two unconfined wells which are not able to produce the de-
creed volumes of water. It further seeks a replacement well for one 
of the two existing wells, WDID 2012380.The wells, WDID 2012377 
(Permit 959-R) and WDID 2012380 (Permit 47942-F) were decreed 
Case No. W-2434 as Wells No. 11 and Well No. 6. Well No. 11 was 
drilled in 1930 and Well No 6 was drilled in 1954.  Finally, it seeks to 
make the wells alternate points of diversion for one another.
The granting of this application will not result in any expansion of use 
and will not result in any injury to senior water rights. Land ownership: 
Applicants own the real property on which the wells are located.
You are notified that you have until the last day of November 2023, to 
file with the Water Clerk a verified statement of opposition setting forth 
facts as to why a certain application
should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or on 
certain conditions or
a protest to the requested correction. A copy of such a statement of 
opposition or
protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the Applicant’s at-
torney and an
affidavit or certificate of such service must be filed with the Water 
Clerk. The filing fee for the Statement of Opposition is $192.00. 
Forms may be obtained from the Water
Clerk’s Office or our website at www.courts.state.co.us. Jennifer Pa-
checo, Water Clerk,
Water Division 3
No. 3622.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 28, 2023.

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO
TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS 
FILED IN
WATER DIVISION 3.
Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following 
is a resume in
Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and certain amend-
ments filed in the
office of the Water Clerk during the month of September 2023 for 
each county affected.
2023CW3012; ALAMOSA COUNTY; Cooley Farms, Inc. c/o Karl Kue-
nhold, Esq., Law Office of Karl Kuenhold, LLC, 719-589-3688, karl@
kuenholdlaw.com . APPLICATION FOR A DECREE ADJUDICATING 
WATER RIGHTS.  This application seeks to confirm and decree the 
water rights in two wells located in the SW 1/4 of Section 2, Township 
39 North, Range 10 East NMPM. The wells, WDID 2014209, Permit 
019394-F and WDID 2014210, Permit O20156-F were permitted and 
drilled in 1975. Due to unknown circumstances, the wells were not 
decreed at the time they were permitted and drilled. This applica-
tion seeks to decree these water rights as absolute and to make the 
wells alternate points of diversion for one another. This application 
also seeks a change of water rights to allow three other decreed wells 
on this quarter, WDID 2011137, WDID 2011133 and WDID 2011136, 
to be alternate points of diversion for one another and for WDID  
2014209, Permit 019394-F and WDID 2014210, Permit 20156-F.
The granting of this application will not result in any expansion of use 
and will not result in any injury to senior water rights.   Land owner-
ship: Applicants own the real property on which the wells are located.
You are notified that you have until the last day of November 2023, to 
file with the Water Clerk a verified statement of opposition setting forth 
facts as to why a certain application
should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or on 
certain conditions or
a protest to the requested correction. A copy of such a statement of 
opposition or
protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the Applicant’s at-
torney and an
affidavit or certificate of such service must be filed with the Water 
Clerk. The filing fee for the Statement of Opposition is $192.00. 
Forms may be obtained from the Water
Clerk’s Office or our website at www.courts.state.co.us. Jennifer Pa-
checo, Water Clerk,
Water Division 3, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101 
No. 3623.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 28, 2023.

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO
TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS 
FILED IN
WATER DIVISION 3.
Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following 
is a resume in
Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and certain amend-
ments filed in the
office of the Water Clerk during the month of September 2023 for 
each county affected.
2023CW3013: 1Name, Address and Telephone Number of Ap-
plicants: John Artaechevarria, 3632 County Road 60, Center, CO 
81125. 212.203.9566. asier@mailbox.org c/o Linda Bower, Lawrence 
Custer Grasmick Jones & Donovan, 5245 Ronald Reagan Blvd, Suite 
1, Johnstown, CO 80634, (970) 622-8181, linda@lcwaterlaw.com. 
Application for Change of Water Rights in Saguache County. Addition 
of a Supplemental Well on Field No. 10: SE 1/4 Section 29, Township 
41 North, Range 10 East, N.M.P.M. Decreed Water Right for Which 
Change is Sought: 2.1. Name of Structure: Well No. 1; Well Permit 
No. 21863-F/ WDID 2013625. 2.2. Date of original and all relevant 
subsequent decrees: May 24, 1979, Case No. W-3935 in District 
Court, Water Division No. 3 2.3. Location of decreed structure: Center 
of SE 1/4 Section 29, Township 41 North, Range 10 East, N.M.P.M., 
at a point 1320 feet from South Section line and 1320 feet from East 
Section line, in Saguache County, Colorado. 2.4. Decreed Source of 
water: Unconfined aquifer. 2.5. Priority Date of Appropriation: Novem-
ber 1, 1976. 2.6. Decreed Use: Irrigation 2.7. Total Amount decreed 
to structure: 1000 g.p.m.= 2.23 c.f.s. 2.8. Amount of water that ap-
plicant intends to change: 1000 g.p.m. 2.9. This well is included in the 
Annual Replacement Plan for Subdistrict One. 3. Proposed Change: 
Applicant seeks approval to construct a supplemental well to be used 
in combination with Well Permit No. 21863-F to irrigate 160 acres as 
permitted within the SE 1/4 Section 29, T.41 N., R. 10 E. The subject 
well will be located within the SE 1/4 of Section 29, T.41 N., R. 10 E 
at Easting 421000 Northing 4180787. There will be no increase to 
the current limitation on pumping (400 AF average annual amount of 
water diverted) or area of use for Well Permit No. 21863-F. The depth 
of the supplemental well will not exceed 100 feet or the top of the 
confining clay series. 4. Name and Address of Owners of Structures: 
Applicant John Artaechevarria, 3632 County Road 60, Center, CO 
81125. 212.203.9566. The original application contains three pages.
You are notified that you have until the last day of November 2023, to 
file with the Water Clerk a verified statement of opposition setting forth 
facts as to why a certain application
should not be granted or why it should be granted only in part or on 
certain conditions or
a protest to the requested correction. A copy of such a statement of 
opposition or
protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the Applicant’s at-
torney and an
affidavit or certificate of such service must be filed with the Water 
Clerk. The filing fee for the Statement of Opposition is $192.00. 
Forms may be obtained from the Water
Clerk’s Office or our website at www.courts.state.co.us. Jennifer Pa-
checo, Water Clerk,
Water Division 3, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101 
81101 
No. 3624.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 28, 2023.

DISTRICT COURT, WATER DIVISION 3, STATE OF COLORADO

TO: ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN WATER APPLICATIONS 

FILED IN

WATER DIVISION 3.

Pursuant to C.R.S. 37-92-302(3), you are notified that the following 
is a resume in

Water Division 3, containing notice of applications and certain amend-

ments filed in the
office of the Water Clerk during the month of September 2023 for 
each county affected.

23CW3014: (W-2399, 89CW26, 95CW32, 02CW22, 06CW08, 

09CW28, and 16CW3009)  Town of Crestone (“Crestone”) Attention:  
Town Clerk, P.O. Box 64, Crestone, CO 81131, 719-256-4313.  Di-

rect pleadings to:  Peter D. Nichols, Megan Christensen, Berg Hill 

Greenleaf Ruscitti LLP, 1712 Pearl Street, Boulder, Colorado 80302, 

303-402-1600.  APPLICATION FOR FINDINGS OF REASONABLE 

DILIGENCE in SAGUACHE COUNTY.  2.  Description of Conditional 

Water Rights.  A.  Name of Structure:  Well No. 2-R.  i.  Type:  Well.  

ii.  Date of Original Decree:  July 27, 1978, Case No. W-2399, District 

Court in and for Water Division 3.  Modified by Case No. 06CW08, 
decreed on December 14, 2006.  iii.  Subsequent decrees award-

ing findings of diligence (Case No. and date of decree):  Case Nos. 
87CW26, October 5, 1989; 95CW32, June 18, 1996; 02CW22, Sep-

tember 23, 2003; 09CW28, August 7, 2010; 16CW3009, September 

7, 2017 (all in Water Division 3).  iv.  Legal description of point of 

diversion:  SW1/4 NW1/4, Section 7, Township 43 North, Range 12 

East, NMPM, a distance of 2450 feet from the North Section Line and 

900 feet from the West Section Line, Saguache County, Colorado.  

GPS location is UTM NAD 83, Zone 13S: 438610 mE, 4205581 mN.  

See Exhibit 1.  v.  Source of water:  Alluvial aquifer tributary to North 

Crestone Creek.  vi.  Appropriation dates and amounts:  a.  December 

31, 1900 for 225 gpm (0.50 cfs), absolute, for fire protection.  b.  De-

cember 15, 1976 for 170 gpm (0.38 cfs), conditional, for domestic and 

municipal purposes.  Annual diversions from Well No. 2-R are limited 

to 274 acre-feet per year pursuant to the decree entered in Case 

No. 06CW08.  Of the 170 gpm decreed to Well No. 2-R for domestic 

and municipal purposes, 20 gpm was made absolute in Case No. 

09CW28, and 150 gpm remains conditional.  vii.  Use:  Fire protec-

tion, domestic and municipal use.  viii.  Depth:  185 feet.  ix.  Remarks: 

Well No. 2-R was originally drilled under Permit No. 58135-F and is 

currently permitted under Permit No. 62140-F.  Case No. 06CW08 

decreed Well No. 2-R as a replacement well for Well No. 2.  The wa-

ter right for Well No. 2 was decreed in Case No. W-2399 on July 27, 

1978, for 225 gpm absolute for fire protection, with an appropriation 
date of December 31, 1900, and for 225 gpm conditional for domes-

tic and municipal purposes, with an appropriation date of December 

15, 1976.  The decree in Case No. 06CW08 reduced the conditional 

domestic and municipal water right for the replacement well, Well No. 

2-R, to 170 gpm and transferred 55 gpm of the conditional domestic 

and municipal water right to Well No. 2-R-A (see below).  The decree 

in Case No. 06CW08 also limited the annual diversion from Well No. 

2-R to 274 acre-feet.  Well No. 2-R is connected to a 114,000 gal-

lon storage tank and is a part of Crestone’s central water system.  
x.  Land ownership information:  Applicant.  B.  Name of Structure:  

Well No. 3.  i.  Type:  Well.  ii.  Date of Original Decree:  July 27, 

1978, Case No. W-2399, District Court in and for Water Division 3.  

iii.  Subsequent decrees awarding findings of diligence:  Case Nos. 
87CW26, October 5, 1989; 95CW32, June 18, 1996; 02CW22, Sep-

tember 23, 2003; 09CW28, August 7, 2010; 16CW3009, September 

7, 2017 (all in Water Division 3).  iv.  Legal description of point of 

diversion:  NW1/4 SW1/4, Section 7, Township 43 North, Range 12 

East, NMPM, a distance of 2600 feet from the South Section Line and 

1117 feet from the West Section Line, Saguache County, Colorado.  

GPS location is UTM NAD 83, Zone 13S: 438671 mE, 4205511 mN.  

See Exhibit 1.  v.  Source of water:  Alluvial aquifer tributary to North 

Crestone Creek.  vi.  Appropriation dates and amounts:  a.  Decem-

ber 31, 1900 for 125 gpm (0.28 cfs), absolute, for fire protection.  b.  
December 15, 1976 for 125 gpm (0.28 cfs), conditional, for domes-

tic and municipal purposes.  Of the 125 gpm decreed to Well No. 3 

for domestic and municipal purposes, 46 gpm was made absolute 

in Case No. 02CW22, and 70 gpm remains conditional.  vii.  Use:  

Fire protection, domestic and municipal.  viii.  Depth:  170 feet.  ix.  

Remarks:  The existing Well No. 3 was drilled and a pump installed in 

1999 under Permit No. 45333-F-R to replace the original well.  This 

well is connected to the Town’s 114,000 gallon storage tank and is a 
part of the Town of Crestone’s central water system.  x.  Land owner-
ship information:  Applicant.  C.  Name of Structure:  Well No. 2-R-A.  

i.  Type:  Well.  ii.  Date of Original Decree:  December 14, 2006, Case 

No. 06CW08, as a change of the water right decreed July 27, 1978, 

Case No. W-2399, District Court in and for Water Division 3.  iii.  Sub-

sequent decrees awarding findings of diligence:  Case No. 09CW28, 
August 7, 2010, Water Division 3.  iv.  Legal description of point of 

diversion:  NW1/4 SW1/4, Section 7, Township 43 North, Range 12 

East, NMPM, a distance of 1830 feet from the South Section Line and 

1060 feet from the West Section Line, Saguache County, Colorado.  

GPS location is UTM NAD 83, Zone 13S: 438629 mE, 4505260 mN.  

See Exhibit 1.  v.  Source of water:  Alluvial aquifer tributary to North 

Crestone Creek.  vi.  Appropriation date and amount:  December 

15, 1976 for 55 gpm (0.12 cfs), conditional, for domestic and mu-

nicipal purposes.  Annual diversions from Well No. 2-R-A are limited 

to 89 acre-feet per year pursuant to the decree entered in Case No. 

06CW08.  Of the 55 gpm decreed to Well No. 2-R-A for domestic 

and municipal purposes, 35 gpm was made absolute in Case No. 

09CW28, and 20 gpm remains conditional.  vii.  Use:  Domestic and 

municipal.  viii.  Depth:  222 feet.  ix.  Remarks:  Well No. 2-R-A is 

permitted under Permit No. 65046-F.  In Case No. 06CW08, the court 

decreed the water right for Well No. 2-R-A as a change in the point of 

diversion for part of the water right originally decreed to Well No. 2 in 

Case No. W-2399.  This well is connected to the Town’s 114,000 gal-
lon storage tank and is a part of the Town of Crestone’s central water 
system.  x.  Land ownership information:  Applicant.  3.  Application for 

Finding of Reasonable Diligence.  A.  During this diligence period, in 

continuing the development of the conditional domestic and municipal 

use for the water rights of Well Nos. 2-R, 3, and 2-R-A, Crestone has 

continued use and development of the water rights available from 

these wells, including expenditures for legal and consulting work. 

Crestone’s diligence activities included the following:  i.  Crestone has 
continued to evaluate, use and maintain its water system to provide 

water for its citizens.  ii.  Crestone retained legal counsel to assist in 

the legal protection of its water rights and compliance with the Rules 

Governing the Withdrawal of Groundwater in Water Division No. 3 

(the Rio Grande Basin) and Establishing Criteria for the Beginning 

and End of the Irrigation Season in Water Division No. 3 for all Irriga-

tion Water Rights (“Division 3 Groundwater Rules”).  iii.  Crestone 
entered into a Participation Contract with Subdistrict No. 4 of the Rio 

Grande Water Conservation District in order to comply with the Divi-

sion 3 Groundwater Rules.  WHEREFORE, Applicant seeks entry of a 

decree confirming that Applicant has exercised reasonable diligence 
toward completion of the appropriations for the decreed uses, and 

continuing the subject conditional water rights in full force and effect 

for another six-year diligence period.  Number of pages of Application: 

8 incl. 1 exhibit

You are notified that you have until the last day of November 2023, to 
file with the Water Clerk a verified statement of opposition setting forth 
facts as to why a certain application should not be granted or why it 

should be granted only in part or on certain conditions or a protest to 

the requested correction. A copy of such a statement of opposition 

or protest must also be served upon the Applicant or the Applicant’s 
attorney and an affidavit or certificate of such service must be filed 
with the Water Clerk. The filing fee for the Statement of Opposition is 
$192.00. Forms may be obtained from the Water Clerk’s Office or our 
website at www.courts.state.co.us. Jennifer Pacheco, Water Clerk, 

Water Division 3, 8955 Independence Way, Alamosa, CO 81101 

No. 3625.

Published in the Valley Courier on October 28, 2023.

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the following individuals are indebted to 
Alamosa Storage for past due rent. Auction will be conducted pursu-
ant to 38-21.5-103 (1)(c)(III) thru 36-21.5-103 (e)(j). Auction will be 
conducted online with selfstorageauction.com starting November 6, 
2023. Alamosa Storage reserves the right to bid on any unit. Sale of 
a unit is subject to cancellation in the event of a settlement between 
landlord and obligated party.
Erica Andrews #29 10x20x8 Miscellaneous items
Keith Rios #C3 8x20x8 Kitchen table, mattress, box spring, beds 
frames, bikes, smoker, etc.
Peter Authelet #C14 8x10 Car seats, sinks, barrels, crates, tile, other 
miscellaneous items
Peter Authelet #C19 8x10 tile, miscellaneous items
Abigayle Farmer #B22 8x10 Aquarium tanks, freezer, mini fridge, and 
table
Tim Lopez #4 5x10 Miscellaneous items 
Tim Lopez #77 10x10x8 Miscellaneous items
Tim Lopez #B16 8x10 clothes, boxes of miscellaneous items, bike
Jennifer Montoya #B29 8x10 Construction tools
No. 3628.
Published in the Valley Courier October 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 
November 1, 3, & 4,  2023.

NOTICE
Rio Grande County is soliciting sealed bids from qualified contractors 
for 2023 AIRFIELD PROJECTS, to be constructed for RIO GRANDE 
COUNTY, COLORADO.  Bids will be received at the County Office 
until 1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 28, 2023. Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud on Tuesday, November 28, 1:00pm at the 
County Office, 925 6th Street, Room 207, Del Norte, CO 81132.
An Optional Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 07, 2023 
at 1:00 pm at the Astronaut Kent Rominger Airport, 883 Co Rd 22, 
Del Norte, CO 81132.
The project consists of a 2-inch asphalt overlay to Runway 6-24, a 
new 450 feet Proposed Taxilane construction East of Taxiway B, and 
the rehabilitation of existing taxiways and apron pavements with a 
608H Seal Coat treatment.
Bids will be received for a single prime contract. Bids shall be on a 
lump sum and unit price basis with additive alternate bid items as 
indicated in the Bid Form.
Digital copies of the bid documents are available from the county 
at www.riograndecounty.org. Those downloading the contract docu-
ments electronically are responsible for verifying the completeness of 
contract documents received view download. Failure to download a 
complete set of digital contract documents will not be a factor consid-
ered in the evaluation of bids or form the basis for any bid protest. In 
order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive 
all necessary addendum (s) for this project, you must be on the Plan-
holder’s List, which requires the plans being downloaded from www.
riograndecounty.org.
Bids shall be accompanied by a bid security in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders. The successful Bidder must furnish Perfor-
mance and Payment Bonds in accordance with the Contract Docu-
ments.
Bidders must be licensed to perform work within the state of Colo-
rado.
Bids must remain in effect for 60 days after the bid opening date. 
Within 60 days from the bid date, the Owner may award the contract 
to the lowest responsive, responsible Bidder or reject any or all Bids 
for the Project.
The RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO reserves the right to re-
ject any or all Bids, to waive irregularities in the Bids and bidding 
deemed to be in the best interests of the RIO GRANDE COUNTY, 
COLORADO,and to reject nonconforming, nonresponsive, or condi-
tional bids.
No. 3642.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 27, 28, 31, November 1, 
3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, & 21, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

I NJ U RY R E COV-
ERY: VICKI uses the 
gently touch of Cra-
niosacral Therapy and 
neural manipulation to 
treat the whole body to 
restore balance in your 
bones, joints, nervous 
system, and organs for 
longer lasting recovery. 
Vicki Ariatti 720-216-
7533. (10/31/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

B O O K K E E P E R : 
LOCAL, WELL-RE-
SPECTED non-profit 
agency hiring a book-
keeper for a 6-MONTH 
TERM. Responsibilities 
include assistance with 
accounts payable, ac-
counts receivable, pay-
roll, and special proj-
ects. We’re looking for a 
motivated, values-driven 
individual with experi-
ence in QuickBooks 
and Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of serving others. 
FT, $20.00/ hr; $1,000 
completion bonus after 
6 months. Inquire about 
benefits. Send cover let-
ter, resume/request job 
description to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909, 
ext238.  www.lapuente.
net . (11/17/23)

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC at DEL 
NORTE & MONTE 
VISTA have a Full-Time 
MA or LPN position 
available in our busy 
Primary Care Clinic’s. 
Must be dependable, 
have the ability to multi-
task, be a self-starter and 
pay close attention to 
detail. RGH is an EOE. 
Complete an application 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org under 
Contact/Employment. 
Additional questions, 
contact Ted Andersen 
at teda@riograndehos-
pital.net or call 719-657-
2418. (11/15/23)

RADIOGRAPHER, 
CT TECHNOLOGIST 
(Full-Time) Specific du-
ties and responsibili-
ties: All X-ray, CT, OP, 
IP, and ER trauma ex-
ams. Join our incred-
ible patient centered and 
service-oriented team! 
Must be motivated and 
available  to  work  flex-
ible shifts. Apply at 310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . Full 
Benefits. Please see hos-
pital website for more 
information. Contact 
Jerilyn Hamlin 719-657-
4150 for more informa-
tion. RGH is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
(11/15/23)

WA R D  C L E R K , 
NEEDED Full-Time 
days at RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL. Amazing 
opportunity to join our 
incredible patient-cen-
tered and service-orient-
ed team. Must be moti-
vated and available to 
work flexible shifts. Ap-
ply at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time NIGHTS at 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-or iented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
flexible  shifts. Apply  at 
0310 County Road 14, 
DEL NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . (11/15/23)

CNA, NEEDED FULL-
T I M E N IGH T S a t 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-or iented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
flexible  shifts. Apply  at 
0310 County Road 14, 
DEL NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . (11/15/23)

REGISTERED NURSE 
NEEDED Full-Time ER 
Days at RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL. Amazing 
opportunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-or iented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
flexible  shifts. Apply  at 
0310 County Road 14, 
DEL NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . (11/15/23)
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

 

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting 
appl icat ions for the 
position of FINANCE 
DIRECTOR. The Fi-
nance Di rector  has 
direct responsibility 
and supervision of all 
aspects of the Finance 
Department which in-
cludes fund account-
ing, financial report-
ing, payroll, accounts 
payable, accounts re-
ceivable, pension and 
retirement accounting, 
revenue col lect ions, 
purchasing, auditing, 
budgeting, preparation 
of the Annual Finance 
Report, and monitors 
the financial position of 
the municipality. Five 
(5) years progressively 
responsible experience 
in Accounting and Fi-
nance and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting, 
Public or Business Ad-
ministration with an 
emphasis in accounting, 
financial management 
or  a  related field  is  re-
quired. An equivalent 
combination of educa-
tion and experience may 
be considered.  This 
is full t ime employ-
ment. The salary range 
is  $70,0 0 0 -$75,0 0 0 
DOE, plus full benefits. 
To apply please visit: 
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or applica-
tions can be picked up 
at City Hall, 95 W. 1st 
Ave Monte Vista, CO 
81144. Please provide 
updated resume with 
application. Position 
will remain open until 
filled,  first  review  No-
vember 9, 2023. EEO 
ADA. (11/14/23)

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PR ESS now h i r ing 
BREAKFAST MAN-
AGER. Apply in person. 
(11/4/23)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
FA R M  W O R K E R 
HOUSING CORPO-
RATION is seeking a 
qualified PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE Po-
sition in ALAMOSA. 
Minimum of 3 years’ 
experience. Must be 
knowledgeable in heat-
ing, small appliance 
repair, plumbing, and 
minor electrical work, 
landscaping, painting 
and cleaning apar t-
ments to make ready. 
Willing to be on call 
after normal working 
hours. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Must be 
able to pass background 
investigation and a drug 
test. Wage is determined 
upon experience. Job 
will close on November 
15, 2023. Mail resume to 
980 S. Broadway, Cen-
ter, Co. 81125. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
Employment. (11/15/23)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SERVICES is a 
rapidly growing con-
s t r uc t ion  c ompa ny 
seeking an ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ASSIS-
TANT. This full-time 
position requires out-
standing personal skills, 
organization, and gen-
eral computer appli-
cation skills focusing 
on MS Office and the 
Google work environ-
ment. Salary will be 
commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

H E L P  WA N T E D : 
COOK & WAITRESS 
(will train) at the Wagon 
Wheel in LA JARA. 
Contact Margie, 719-
274-5965. (11/1/23)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting applications for 
a TEACHER AID. This 
position is full time, 
38 hours/ week. Must 
have a Colorado Shines 
Level 2 or equivalent. 
Starting pay is $15.50 
to $16.25 depends on 
experience. Applications 
are available at Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 
Sherman Ave., MONTE 
VISTA, Colorado. For 
more information, you 
may contact the Direc-
tor by email, Director@
MVheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. An em-
ployment application 
must be complete. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(11/4/23)

MOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY SERVICES is a 
rapidly growing con-
struction company want-
ing an additional team 
member to work as a 
full-time MECHANIC 
located in ANTONITO, 
Colorado. This posi-
tion requires a work-
ing knowledge of re-
pairing heavy equip-
ment, trucks and most 
vehicles. Salary will 
be commensurate with 
experience and skills 
related to these require-
ments. Applications can 
be obtained by emailing 
tyler.mt.valley@gmail.
com or calling 719-376-
5365. Deadline for ap-
plication is November 
1st, 2023. (11/3/23)   

AU T O  T E C H N I -
CIAN:  HIRING BO-
NUS. Competitive wag-
es. Health, dental, 401k, 
PTO and paid holidays. 
Monday-Friday. Pick up 
application at AUTO-
MOTIVE CONCEPTS 
in ALAMOSA or email 
resume to info@auto-
concepts.us (11/3/23)

LUBE TECH/GEN-
E R A L  S E RV IC E: 
HIRING BONUS. Com-
petitive wages. Health, 
dental, 401k, PTO and 
paid holidays. Monday-
Friday. Pick up applica-
tion at AUTOMOTIVE 
CONCEPTS in ALA-
MOSA or email resume 
to info@autoconcepts.us 
(11/3/23)

S LV  R E G I O N A L 
LA N DF I LL i s  ac -
cepting applications 
for a full-time EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Benefits  include  100% 
Paid Employee Only 
Health, Dental & Vision 
Insurance, Sick/Vaca-
tion Leave, Retirement 
Match. Applications & 
Job Description can be 
picked up at the SLV 
Landfill office or visit 
our website http://slv-
landfill.com for more 
information. Starting 
wage $17.00 per hour 
depending on experi-
enc e.  Appl ica t ions 
will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
For  more  i n for ma-
tion, contact Leonard 
Brown (719)-852-3810 
or lbrown@slvlandfill.
com  (11/11/23)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23)

ANTONITO HOUS-
ING AUTHORITY IS 
accepting applications 
for OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT. Applications 
can be picked up at 526 
River St., ANTONITO. 
(10/28/23)

R ED H I LL LAVA 
PRODUCTS is looking 
for a LABOR/MAIN-
TENANCE PERSON. 
Please ca l l  Jon Ar-
menta at 719-480-9595. 
(11/10/23)
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720 - HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT

CDOT IS LOOKING 
fo r  T E M P OR A RY 
HIGHWAY MAIN-
TENANCE SPECIAL-
ISTS for Monarch Pass 
for the winter season. 
Positions would be 40 
hours/week with the 
opportunity for over-
time. Pay is $24.44/
hour. This position will 
receive per diem and 
CDOT will arrange for 
employee to stay in a 
hotel for their sched-
uled working days. If 
i n t e r e s t e d ,  a p p l y 
at https://bit.ly/wolf-
creekpass (11/10/23)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications for 
the following position: 
GIRLS HEAD BAS-
KETBALL COACH 
(AHS). Applications 
are available online at 
https://www.alamosa.
k12.co.us/  For more 
information, contact 
Tracy Vigil at 719-587-
1600. Application dead-
line is until filled. EOE. 
(10/28/23)

WANTED LOCAL 
DRIVER WITH CDL 
license to HAUL HAY. 
Driving experienced 
preferred. Must have 
c l e a n  M V R,  d r ug 
testing required, off 
weekends & holidays. 
If interested, call 719-
843-5446. (11/7/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
CUSTODIAN. Appli-
cations can be down-
loaded at  www.san-
fordschools.org. San-
fo rd  Scho ol  i s  a n 
EOE&E. (11/4/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applica-
tions for a full-time 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
WORKER. Applicants 
must have experience 
operating heavy equip-
ment such as backhoes 
and tractors and lawn 
equipment, as well as 
knowledge of general 
maintenance repairs, 
street repairs, weed 
c on t r o l ,  mo s qu i t o 
spraying and under-
standing or willingness 
to gain knowledge of 
water and sewer opera-
tions. Applications may 
be picked up at La Jara 
Town Hall, 221 Broad-
way. Applications will 
be accepted until the 
position is filled. For 
more information call 
719-274-5363. (11/3/23)

TOWN OF LA JARA 
is accepting applica-
tions for POLICE OF-
FICER. Must be cur-
rently Colorado POST 
certified; willing to sub-
mit to background and 
criminal history checks 
as well as a psychologi-
cal test. Salary ranges 
from $43,000.00 to 
$45,000 depending on 
experience. The Town 
of La Jara offers an 
excellent  benefit  pack-
age that includes vision, 
dental and medical in-
surance, PTO and paid 
holidays. Applications 
may be picked up at 
La Jara Town Hall, 221 
Broadway. (11/3/23)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is currently accept-
ing applications for 
(1) MANASSA EL-
EMENTARY PHYSI-
CAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER, start date 
of November 6, 2023. 
Applicants must hold 
a cur rent Colorado 
Teaching License or 
the ability to obtain 
one. Applications are 
available at the Admin-
istration  office,  17887 
US Hwy 285, La Jara, 
CO 81140 or can be 
downloaded at www.
northconejos.com.  Ap-
plication deadline is 
until  position  is  filled. 
Submit appl icat ion 
to Mr. Darren Edgar, 
Superintendent. EOE. 
(11/1/23)

UNABLE TO DRIVE. 
NEED TRANSPOR-
TATION biweekly for 
shopping. Live 2 miles 
from Splashland. Text 
719-480-1990, Robert 
will return call. Prefer 
senior citizen, retired 
individual. (11/1/23)

W O R K I N G  T O -
GETHER FAMILY 
ADVOCATE- LA PU-
ENTE seeks a moti-
vated, qualified person 
to improve PARENT/
CHILD EDUCATION, 
increase family self-
sufficiency and build 
community partner-
ships. We will train the 
candidate with the best 
written and oral com-
munication skills. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfaction 
of serving others. Send 
resume/work references 
to hr@lapuente.net . 
(10/31/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
Junior High School 
G I R L S  BA S K E T-
BALL COACH. Ap-
plications can be down-
loaded at www.sanford-
schools.org. Sanford 
School is an EOE&E. 
(10/31/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass 
a background check, 
be able to work inde-
pendently, and be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Appli-
cant must also be able to 
work in all weather con-
ditions (snow removal/
general landscaping).  
If interested, please 
contact Demo Trujillo, 
719-657-4040 x4007, 
dtrujillo@urtigers.co.  
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (11/10/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now 
to become part of our 
dynamic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School  Yea r. 
Qualifications; Must 
hold a valid State of 
Colorado Teacher’s Li-
cense or such alterna-
tive as the Board of 
Education may find 
appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(11/4/23)

WANTED RELIEF 
DRIVER hauling US 
Mail. 1-2 days a week, 
$25 hour. 719-850-
9866. (11/1/23)

LOCAL NONPROF-
IT ALPINE ACHIEV-
ERS INITIATIVE is 
hiring a DEVELOP-
MENT DIRECTOR. 
Ful l-t ime/par t-t ime 
TBD. Position can be 
mostly remote. Major 
responsibilities include 
creating a development 
strategy, writing grant 
applications, working 
with donors, and build-
ing a fundraising plan. 
Salary $34.37-$39.78/
hr. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning 
10/20/2023. Visit al-
pineachievers.org for 
position description and 
instructions. (10/31/23)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must  be  reliable,  flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL-
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

SPRINKLER WIN-
TERIZATION, RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings & week-
ends: 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593. (12/1/23)

K E N M O R E 
4-BURNER ELEC-
TRIC STOVE: very 
lit tle use, l ike new, 
$200. Call 719-588-
4663. (12/26/23)

USED WASHER & 
DRYER, great condi-
tion, $500/obo. Call 
719-589-6254 or 719-
589-3134. (11/1/23)

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(11/1/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(11/24/23)

FIR EWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23)

I NEED A supply of 
ASPEN LOGS to be 
D E L I V E R E D  T O 
GUFFEY, Colorado. 
Up to 500-1,000 cords, 
cut to 16-20’ lengths, 
limbed, self-loader. Call 
Chuck Rinkor 719-689-
0586 with price and any 
questions. (11/1/23)

KID’S HORSE, TEN-
NESSEE Walker, 13 
years old. Good price 
to good home! $700. 
Rick 719-293-0806. 
(11/29/23)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

L A R R S  M I N I  – 
T h e r m  J V H  GA S 
F I R E D  B O I L E R , 
160,000 BTU; $450.  
½ HP INLINE CAST 
IRON PUMP 1-inch 
inlet/outlet; $150. 719-
379-3921. (11/4/23)

BRAND NEW, STILL 
in box, SPEED WALK-
E R  a n d  W H E E L -
CHAIR. Sold only as 
pair. $600, 719-849-
0483. (10/31/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

BEAUTIFUL GOLD-
E N  OA K  H E A D 
BOARD: 64”Wx48”H, 
$50. Cal l 719-256-
4058 or 719-429-9900. 
(10/28/23)

L A R G E  D O G 
HOUSE made of fiber 
glass. Will accommo-
date any size dog; $50. 
Must pick up. Call 719-
379-3921. (11/4/23)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E (s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(10/31/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT will be 
having an AUCTION 
f o r  A RT I F I C I A L 
TURF on Saturday, Oc-
tober 28, 2023 at 11:00 
a.m. at Ortega Middle 
School north of the 
Baseball Fields. There 
will be 64 Artificial 
Turf Rolls ranging from 
18-30 inches in diam-
eter, as well as artificial 
Turf Scraps - Various 
sizes. Purchased turf 
must be removed the 
day of sale. (10/28/23)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPE-
AN MOUNTS. Profes-
sional work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

1 BEDROOM & 2 
BEDROOM apartment 
for rent in ALAMOSA, 
$560. Call 720-202-
9734. (11/3/23)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

4BR /2BA HOUSE 
FOR rent, NEAR ALA-
MOSA-HS, park, shop-
ping, hospital. $1,450/
monthl+utilities+deposit, 
no smoking, application 
required. 719-588-8828. 
(11/17/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N  T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23)

4

$24.00
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 DEAR ABBY: I’m hav-
ing an issue with my 
longtime best friend. We 
no longer live in the same 
state, but we talk several 
times a week and try to 
visit every year. We both 
love crafting, and two 
years ago, I started mak-
ing her a big, beautiful 
counted cross-stitch and 
had it custom framed. 
The project took several 
months, and she knew I 
was making it. 

 She offered -- I didn’t 
ask -- to make me a quilt 
from T-shirts I had col-
lected over the years from 
various places I had been. 
So I cut the logos/graphics 
off the shirts and mailed 
them to her. She told me 
it would take her only a 
week to make the quilt. 
That was two years ago. 
It has been a year since I 
drove six hours each way 
to deliver my cross-stitch 
gift to her, and she still 
hasn’t made the quilt. 

 I have since moved 
even farther away. I miss 
home, and I really want 
the quilt. I have asked 
her about it several times. 
The quilt would mean so 
much to me, especially 
now that I’m more than 
1,000 miles away, but 
she keeps making empty 
promises about finishing 
it. Meanwhile, she has 
found the time to create 
crochet and cross-stitch 
items for her extended 
family and remodel her 

kitchen. 
 I’m so hurt about the 

whole thing that I’d like 
to ask her to return the 
T-shirt pieces to me. At 
least that way I could hire 
someone to make me the 
quilt. Am I being unrea-
sonable? -- WAITING IN 
THE SOUTH

 DE A R WA I T I NG: 
What you are consider-
ing is not only reasonable, 
but also rational. The next 
time you and your friend 
chat, tell her you under-
stand what a busy person 
she is. Explain that you 
would like her to find the 
time to return the fabric 
you sent so you can make 
other arrangements to 
have the quilt made. Smile 
when you say it so your 
tone will be “warm and 
friendly.” That way, the 
friendship can continue 
if you wish.

 DEAR ABBY: At the be-
ginning of the year, I broke 
up with my boyfriend. 
I went to a clinic to get 
tested for STDs, and ev-
erything turned out fine. A 
few months later, I started 
dating another guy I’d met 
last year. Everything was 
great until I realized he 
is HIV-positive. When I 
asked him, he denied it. 

 When I returned to 
the clinic to get tested 
again, I was told I am 
now HIV-positive. We had 
been using protection, but 
stopped. I haven’t told my 
family yet, but he knows. 

How can I give my family 
this news? -- LOVED BUT 
CONFUSED

 DEAR LOVED: Before 
you make any announce-
ments to your family, 
schedule an appointment 
with your physician to 
discuss this diagnosis. You 
need to be put on antiviral 
medication as soon as pos-
sible. If you are still with 
this loser, he should be put 
on medication as well. Not 
only does his life depend 
on it, but he could infect 
many more partners. 

 Once you have begun 
the treatment your doctor 
prescribes, inform your 
family. Do not be shocked 
if they want you to put 
the person who failed to 
mention he is HIV-positive 
and then infected you in 
the rear-view mirror.

Friend hasn’t delivered 
promised craft project
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Discourage new, 
inexperienced 

drivers from 
driving on Halloween

1424 21ST Street
Alamosa

(719) 589-6994

Remove all makeup 

before children go to 

bed to prevent skin 

and eye irritation

(719) 589-6272 • 1114 Main St. • Alamosa

Slow down and be especially alert in 
residential neighborhoods. Children are 
excited about Halloween and may move 

in unpredictable ways.

Century Property 
Management & Sales, LLC

823 Main St. • Alamosa • 589-5744

409 Main St.

Alamosa

Ph. (719) 589-6594

Fax (719) 587-0262

210 Adams St.

Monte Vista

Ph. (719) 852-3338

Fax (719) 628-2736

Tell your children not to eat 
any treats until they return 

home, and take care to 
avoid any food allergies

507 State Ave
Alamosa

(719) 937-2535

Tell your children not to eat 
any treats until they return 

home, and take care to 
avoid any food allergies

Have older kids 
check in via phone 

at specific times

589-9228
342 Santa Fe • Alamosa

State Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Jay Meyer, Agent
410 Ross • Alamosa

719-589-2258

Choose face paint and makeup whenever 
possible instead of masks, which can 

obstruct a child’s vision.

Monte Vista
Police

Department

Happy Halloween!
Equal Housing LenderTrueLocalBank.comMember FDIC

Del Norte
705 Grand Ave.  • 719-657-3376

Creede
106 S. Main St. • 719-658-0126

1424 21st Street, Unit B • Alamosa
(719) 580-8479

Residential - Auto - Small Commercial
Shower Doors - Mirrors

507 Spruce St. • La Jara
(719)274-5177

1403 TREMONT AVE.

ALAMOSA, CO 81101
alamosabuildingsupply.com

Young children can paint or color their 
pumpkins instead of carving. Or have 

them draw a face with markers and an 
adult can do the carving. Use colorful 

glow sticks inside your Jack-o-lanterns 
instead of candles to 

prevent burns.

2255 Enterprise  Dr.
Alamosa

719-589-2523

Have a Safe &
Happy Halloween!

800 Main St  •  Alamosa
(719) 589-3099

Happy Halloween!

 16555 State Hwy. 136

LA JARA, CO 81140
lajaratradingpost.com

Check candy for choking hazards 
like gum and hard candies. 

Throw away any candy that is not 
sealed with a wrapper and avoid 

homemade treats 
received from 

strangers.

ALAMOSA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Standard
Service L

L
C

Tires • Fuel • Repair
719-843-5880

Teach your 
children never to 
enter a stranger’s 

home or car

Jim’s Tire Store
711-1⁄2 State Ave. • Alamosa

(719) 589-9690

Online - www.alamosanews.com
2205 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-589-2553
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By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

“The state of agriculture in Col-
orado is incredibly strong,” said 
Colorado Department of Agricul-
ture (CDA) Commissioner Kate 
Greenberg in an interview with 
the Valley Courier. “We continue 
to have excellent production in 
the face of challenging conditions. 
We have an incredibly diverse 
agricultural state; from our large 
commodities, and large-scale pro-
duction on the Eastern Plains, we 
are leaders in grain, dairy, corn, 
and wheat. The San Luis Valley 
is a national leader in potato pro-
duction. The Valley has quinoa 
production, which is incredibly 
unique to Colorado. Cattle and 
beef are our number one commod-
ity and it is going strong, we were 
blessed with a good winter. We 
have been dealing with drought 
and the impacts of that. 

“All in all, agriculture is going 
strong, we are dealing with some 
tricky challenges across Colora-
do agriculture, as we are seeing 
across the country and the globe. 
We have resilient communities 
and adaptive farming practices.”

Commenting on her last several 
years at the department and look-
ing forward, Greenberg offered, 
“The last two years, including this 
last state legislative session, we’ve 
been seeing so much momentum 

Photo courtesy of Colorado Department of Agriculture

Colorado Department of Agriculture Commissioner Kate Greenberg 
(far right) is pictured with fruit and vegetable inspectors from the de-
partment in Monte Vista. 

Agriculture Commissioner is bullish on the state of Colorado agriculture
around adaptability, resilience, 
and opportunity in agriculture. 
We had our share of extreme 
weather events; we broke the re-
cord for the largest hailstone on 
the Eastern Plains, and the Val-
ley has been very dry even though 
the state has been out of drought 
for the first time in many years. 
We are dealing with the variabil-
ity in moisture and precipitation. 
We have challenges with labor, 
getting access to labor, and adapt-
ing to Colorado’s new labor laws, 
which we hope will show Colo-
rado’s competitive advantage in 
being a state that values our agri-
cultural workforce.

“Technology in agriculture is 
growing at a very rapid rate and 
is part of that adaptability. In the 
past legislative session, Colorado 
was the first state in the nation 
to pass a right-to-repair law. We 
are excited, Gov. Polis is a huge 
supporter of this, and the Rocky 
Mountain Farmers Union led this 
effort. Now it is legal for farmers 
and ranchers to fix their equip-
ment or to go to their service pro-
vider or dealer. Previously, the 
dealer was the only option for 
Colorado producers.”

Greenberg expanded on new 
technology adding, “Agrivoltaics 
is a really exciting, although very 
nascent (at least in the U.S.) form 
of generating renewable energy 

and producing food on the same 
acreage. We are seeing solar farms 
go up across the state to meet our 
renewable energy targets which is 
critical for climate mitigation and 
adaptation. We are seeing this 
take agricultural land out of pro-
duction and we are interested in 
seeing how we can do both, rather 
than have one or the other. Agriv-
oltaics is a way of doing both [pro-
duce food and energy.] 

“We have a big focus on infra-
structure investment in the food 
system, Colorado will be receiv-
ing just over $4 million in resilient 
food system infrastructure grants 
from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture. We will be able to put 
that money into our rural com-
munities and help grow our small 
and mid-scale processing and help 
diversify the food system and help 
support local businesses.”

Looking forward Greenberg of-
fered, “Over the last four years 
the areas that we have grown 
very intentionally at CDA (Colo-
rado Department of Agriculture) 
have been around drought and 
climate resilience. We’ve built our 
new Agricultural Drought, and 
Climate Resilience Office, and we 
launched our STAR soil health 
program (Colorado Saving To-
morrow’s Agricultural Resources 
Program) which is growing expo-
nentially.

“We are beefing up our conser-
vation work and we have been 
growing our marketing and in-
vesting in resilient economies. On 
marketing, we are expanding our 
Colorado Proud program, and ex-
panding our international work. 
We are integrating our market 
and conservation work, we are 
bringing on two climate market-
ing specialists who can go out, and 

create new market opportunities 
for our producers in climate-smart 
ag. This is just not altruistic work, 
it is helping solve climate change, 
which is critical, but it is also very 
good for business.”

Greenberg addressed the fed-
eral farm bill that has yet to be 
passed by Congress, “I would 
say there is an unfortunate co-

■ See STATE page 6
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By LARRY BROWN
SLV Area Extension Director and 

Ag Business Agent
MONTE VISTA — Registra-

tion for the 2024 Southern Rocky 
Mountain Agriculture Education 
Conference and Trade Show opens 
in November. The conference will 
be Feb. 6-8, 2024, at the Outcalt 
Event and Conference at SLV Ski 
Hi Complex. The theme of the 
42nd annual conference is “Adapt 
and Innovate: A conference on bal-
ancing fundamentals and innova-
tion.” You can register by going 
to the website, www.agconferenc-
esrm.com.

The conference will begin each 
morning with a breakfast for regis-
tered participants. There will also 
be lunch each day for those regis-
tered, and a social hour the first 
two days. All these meals are spon-
sored by various San Luis Valley 
businesses.

We will have legislative, econom-
ic, and market updates from Colo-
rado Farm Bureau, Rocky Moun-
tain Farmer’s Union, CO Bank, 
and Potatoes USA.

The Colorado State University 
Ag Business Management team 
will present a comprehensive mar-
ket analysis and outlook, ag fam-
ily estate and succession planning, 
and will demonstrate spreadsheet 
tools for determining cost-of-pro-
duction and for projecting cash 
flow and profitability of different 
management strategies.

The SLV Research Center and 
Extension teams will present re-
search findings on various potato 
production, storage, and disease 
topics. We will explore various in-
novative technologies for measur-

Southern Rocky Mountain Ag 
Conference registration opens

ing soil moisture and for improving 
irrigation efficiency. 

There will also be sessions on 
several low-water use, alternative 
crops: some which are producing 
amazing forage yields, and others 
which are starting to show real 
promise as potential cash crops, in-
cluding millet.

The keynote speaker will be 
Dr. Temple Grandin from CSU, a 
world-renowned authority on hu-
mane livestock handling and ac-
complished author and speaker on 
thriving with autism. Her keynote 
address will be the same title and 
topic as her most recent book, “Vi-
sual Thinking: The hidden gifts of 
people who think in pictures, pat-
terns, and abstractions.” She will 
follow that with a presentation on 
her livestock handling techniques, 
and she will sit on a panel delv-
ing into virtual livestock fencing, 
alongside producers and agency 
partners who have first-hand ex-
perience using this exciting and 
challenging new technology.

Other livestock topics will in-
clude fundamentals and innova-
tions in calving and lambing, and 
neonatal survival. We will also talk 
about testing instead of guessing 
when it comes to knowing the nu-
tritive value of hay and forage.

We will have a health and well-
ness room, which will include ses-
sions on Agribility, and COMET 
training.  COMET stands for 
“changing our mental and emo-
tional trajectory” and will help 
each of us with a few basic skills so 
that we can “look after our neigh-
bors as close as we do our crop and 
herd.”

Our water day will include topics 

on climate forecasting, and how to 
use this and other tools for water 
budgeting and planning. We will 
also discuss innovative technolo-
gies to improve water use efficien-

cy from snowpack to head gate.
To learn more details of the 

speakers and topics, and to regis-
ter, go to www.agconferencesrm.
com. Or you can also call us at 719-

852-7381 or email usat L.Brown@
colostate.edu; or Jennifer.Nor-
ris@colostate.edu. CSU Exten-
sion programs are available to all 
without discrimination.
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Crowned 

champion in field 
of adults

By KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — Some people 
are said to have been “born in 
the saddle.”

That could define 15-year-old 
Caden Allen of rural Alamosa 
and a sophomore at Centauri 
High School. He is the son of na-
tionally renowned horse trainer 

Blue Allen and Jeannie Allen 
and the grandson of Darius and 
Judy Allen. Darius was a long-
time Alamosa County Commis-
sioner and still ranches near 
here.

“Caden’s ridden and helped 
on the ranch since he was big 
enough to put him in the saddle,” 
Blue said. “And he’s been show-
ing horses since he was 6 or 7.”

Caden was recently crowned 
“Level 1 Non-Pro” champion at 
the 2023 Snaffle Bit Futurity in 
Fort Worth, Texas, in what his 
dad called the “super bowl” of 

Courtesy photo

Caden Allen is shown competing in the fence work at the 2023 Snaffle 
Bit Futurity in Fort Worth, Texas, on his 3-year-old filly “Tuff Chic.”

Alamosa teen takes title 
at Snaffle Bit Futurity

■ See ALLEN page 6



Fall Harvest Page 5Saturday, October 28, 2023

By HELEN SMITH
Colorado Potato Administrative 

Committee
MONTE VISTA — As hard 

as it is to believe, the 2023 potato 
harvest has come to a close for the 
San Luis Valley. Initial impres-
sions from the producer commu-
nity seem to indicate that the crop 
has been able to meet demand 
thus far. Rainy conditions early in 
the season presented a challenge, 
but overall, the Valley’s number 
one crop still had a strong show-
ing in 2023. 

According to the third-quarter 
analysis from United Potato Grow-
ers of America, the San Luis Val-
ley was the second-highest region 
in the nation for the production 
of russet potatoes. Supply is ex-
pected to remain steady with the 
newly harvested crop. The volume 
of product was 4.8 percent higher 
than the three-year average and 
17.6 percent higher than last year. 
The prices showed a 25.6 percent 
improvement over the three-year 

average, however, there was a 24.2 
percent decrease from 2022. 

While there are some red, yel-
low, and specialty varieties that 
are available locally, russets ac-
count for the vast majority of prod-
uct that comes from the Valley. 
Fresh market potatoes continue 
to be shipped across the country. 
San Luis Valley potato growers 
shipped 34,235 truckloads for the 
2022-2023 season; this means 
that if shipments left for 365 
consecutive days; that would be 
roughly 94 truckloads leaving the 
Valley every day.

The report further noted that 
potatoes are expected to bring 
a cost saving to consumers due 
to lower prices at grocery stores. 
Better costs have the potential to 
lead to increased retail promotion. 
Increased promotion can lead to 
increased demand.

Tyler Mitchell of Mike Mitch-
ell Farms shared the following 
thoughts about the 2023 season, 

Courtesy photos

The 2023 potato harvest in the San Luis Valley has ended. Rainy condi-
tions early in the season presented a challenge, but overall, the Valley’s 
number one crop still had a strong showing in 2023, according to infor-
mation provided by the Colorado Potato Administrative Committee.

2023 potato harvest recap

■ See POTATOES page 6
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Courtesy photo

A close-up of 15-year-old Caden Al-
len of Alamosa shows him on his fil-
ly ‘Tuff Chic’ during the 2023 Snaffle 
Bit Futurity in Fort Worth, Texas.

the National Reined Cow Horse 
Association (NRCHA). He was 
the only non-adult competing in 
a field of nearly 30 horsemen and 
placed sixth in the same event 
on a different horse.

Riding his 3-year-old filly “Tuff 
Chic,” Caden topped the compe-
tition in the three aspects of the 
event: herd work, reined work, 
and fence work. He also placed 
sixth on his 3-year-old gelding 
“Time to Travel.”

Herd work involves working a 
group of cattle and cutting out 
up to three head, while fence 
work involves boxing out a cow 
and working it in the arena. In 
reined work, riders run a pat-
tern and demonstrate their abil-
ity to maneuver their horse and 
come to a sliding stop.

Just a few weeks earlier, Ca-
den placed first and second in 
the Mid-America Non-Pro class 
in Douglas, Wyo.

Proud father Blue has been 
training horses for the gener-
al public for 22 years and has 
also competed since 2003. He 
has trained horses all over the 
world, including in Europe and 
New Zealand. The Allen ranch is 
10 miles southwest of Alamosa, 
across the road from the Colo-
rado Farm Brewery.

Allen
■ Continued from Page 4

Caden’s next competition will 
probably be the NRCHA Stallion 
Stakes in Las Vegas, Nev. Fil-
lies are allowed in the event, but 
they must have been sired by a 
specific stallion.

inciding of political moments 
and the expiration of the 2018 
farm bill.  That bill was extend-
ed through a continuing resolu-
tion that Congress is currently 
operating under. If the govern-
ment shuts down, Nov. 17 is 
the deadline by which Congress 
needs to figure out if it will shut 
down. If they shut down, we do 
not have a farm bill and that is a 
huge risk for rural America. For 
agriculture, the farm bill is the 
foundation of our country’s agri-
culture and rural communities 
in so many regards, not just in 
production. Think about hous-
ing and everything USDA Rural 

Development provides for our 
communities including housing, 
utilities, and broadband access. 
All of those programs operate 
through the farm bill. We are 
paying very close attention to 
where Congress is heading. If 
Congress can’t figure out how 
to do its job, we are failing ru-
ral America by leaving the farm 
bill in the dust and that leaves 
me very concerned. I am very 
hopeful that will not happen, 
and we will have a functioning 
government and we will be able 
to move forward by renegotiat-
ing the next farm bill.”

In 2022, the United States was 
allowed to export potatoes to Mex-
ico beyond the 16-mile border zone 
that previously had existed. When 
asked how that new policy is work-

ing out, Greenberg offered, “It is 
going well. We are in the second 
year to have full access to Mexico 
for our exports. Secretary of Agri-
culture Vilsack and Mexican Sec-
retary [of Agriculture] Villalobos 
signed the deal to allow for that in-
creased access. Hats off to our fruit 
and vegetable inspectors down in 
Monte [Vista] they are essential 
to our export market. We can’t 
export without our inspections 
through CDA. This team works 
nights and weekends, they are al-
most always on-call— especially at 
critical times of the year. We will 
continue to make sure we have a 
smooth export market. That starts 
with us and our inspection process 
here. We are really pleased to see 
this continue to be a benefit to our 
producers in Colorado.”

State
■ Continued from Page 1

“The harvest started out pretty 
slow from the rain we received the 
second week in September. Many 
growers were just getting ready to 
start harvest or had recently be-
gun harvesting, so most growers 
were behind from the get-go.”

He went on to note, “The follow-
ing weeks had nice weather, so 
that made for really nice harvest 
conditions, and many were able 
to catch up and finish on sched-
ule, but a few finished later than 

they are used to. The crop was 
good overall, I think the Valley as 
a whole finished up with better-
than-expected yields.”

Mitchell concluded that, “Qual-
ity is good too for the most part.”  

Mark Peterson of Peterson 
Farms observed that early sea-
son moisture did cause a few rot 
issues for some producers, how-
ever, conditions improved further 
into harvest. He said he thought 
the crop quality was good. He also 
pointed out that yield did not see 
consistent results with some fields 
showing great production while 
others seemed to be lacking. He 

observed that quality of seed also 
seemed to be a factor in the result-
ing crop. Peterson conveyed that 
he was fairly pleased with the re-
sults from his own fields.

“Overall, it was pretty good,” he 
said.  

While the results may vary from 
year to year, there is no doubt 
that potatoes are still the number 
one crop for the San Luis Valley. 
The 2023 harvest has served as 
a reminder that both the Valley 
and the nation as a whole have a 
strong reliance on potato produc-
tion. People love potatoes and they 
are America’s favorite vegetable.

Potatoes
■ Continued from Page 5
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Money awarded 

through SB22-028
By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

Courier Reporter
ALAMOSA — The impact of 

the 2022 legislation that allocates 
spending $30 million to purchase 
and retire groundwater rights in 
the San Luis Valley is becoming 
evident with two local producers 
receiving a total of $1,661,622 in 
the transaction. 

The bill, sponsored by Sena-
tor Cleave Simpson and titled the 
Groundwater Compact Compli-
ance and Sustainability Fund, al-
located a total of $60 million to be 
split between the Rio Grande River 
basin and the Republican River 
basin “to help finance groundwater 
use reduction and sustainability 
efforts…such as efforts to buy and 
retire irrigation wells and irrigated 
acreage in the river basins.” 

After numerous, significant dis-
cussions focused on the most ef-
fective, fair, and equitable way of 
spending the funds, the board of 
the Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District (RGWCD) set clear 
guidelines for how the money will 
be spent, including the require-
ment that any disbursement of 
these funds must support a de-
finitive, verifiable reduction in 

Courier photo by John Waters

The Rio Grande flows through Alamosa.

RGWCD pays 2 producers $1.2 million to reduce groundwater use in the SLV
groundwater withdrawals. 

Specifically, the board requires 
that, in exchange for a disburse-
ment of funds, the owner must 
agree to a permanent suspension 
of all groundwater withdrawals 
from all of the wells associated 
with the tract of irrigated land de-
scribed in the application including 
the transfer of all of a participating 
well owner’s well permit(s) and as-
sociated water right decrees, that 
are assigned to the wells that can 
irrigate the tract of land.

The board set the price to be paid 
at $3,000 per acre foot of water 
based upon a five-year average of 
the five highest years of groundwa-
ter withdrawals from 2013 to 2022. 
The board also set a total payment 
cap, for each quarter section of 
$650,000. 

According to Amber Pacheco, 
RGWCD’s Deputy General Man-
ager, the board of Subdistrict No. 
1 is offering an extra incentive of 
$1250 per acre foot on top of the 
$3,000 paid by RGWCD. That 
incentive is capped at a total dis-
bursement of $270,833 and, ac-
cording to Pacheco, will be paid out 
of the 2024 budget. 

The process also involves all ap-
plications going to the state engi-
neer’s office for approval prior to 
final approval by the conservation 
district. 

The $1.2 million disbursement 

was made at the conclusion of the 
first round of applications. When 
asked how many other applicants 
are awaiting approval, Senator 
Simpson told the Valley Courier 
that there are currently applica-
tions totaling a potential disburse-
ment of $3.6 million being reviewed 
by the state engineer with another 
$3.1 million in applications under 
review of the board. “So, we’re ba-
sically looking at about $7 million 
being considered,” Simpson said.

The applications are being ac-
cepted in cycles with the first pro-
gram cycle running from June 29, 
2023, to Sept. 29, 2023. Since the 
entire amount allocated by the leg-
islature is $30 million and Simp-
son said only $7million is under 
consideration, it’s highly likely that 
a second cycle will open up. The 
guidelines are not specific when 
that cycle will begin, although 
it’s stated that notification will be 
posted seven days in advance. The 
guidelines do state that the second 
cycle will end on Dec. 29, 2023.

According to Simpson, the con-
servation district has until June of 
2024 to commit to disbursement of 
the $30 million. At that time, the 

district will meet with representa-
tives from the Republican River 
basin to see where they stand on 
their allocations. There is the pos-
sibility that whatever funding has 
not been committed locally will be 
transferred to the Republican Riv-
er basin. 

But Simpson also made it clear 
that any funds not committed by 
August of 2024 will be returned to 
the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board, for whatever use they see 
fit. 

Based on an allocation of $3,000 
per acre foot, $30 million would 
roughly transfer into a permanent 
reduction of 10,000 acre-feet from 
the aquifers per year. 

When asked if he was concerned 
about not making full use of the 
$30 million funding to reduce 
groundwater withdrawals allocat-
ed by SB22-028, Simpson said he 
“wasn’t worried” about that hap-
pening. 

“There’s a lot of interest in this. 
And we got applications, reviewed 
them, approved them, and made 
our decision in just 100 days,” he 
said. “That’s a pretty good turn-
around.”

Anyone with questions or seek-
ing more information can read the 
document published by the conser-
vation district at www.rgwcd.org/
Announcements or by calling 719-
589-6301.
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