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Dustin Ferguson

Jury finds
Ferguson
guilty of
murdering
Taylor

By PRISCILLA

WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Last week, the
juryinthe case of Dustin Ferguson,
36, accused of the February 2022
murder of Brian Taylor, 41, found
Ferguson guilty of committing
second-degree murder, a class 2
felony. In the state of Colorado,
second-degree murder carries a
minimum sentence of 8 years and
a maximum sentence of 24 years
in a Colorado State Prison with a
mandatory parole of three years.

The prosecution also proved
that Ferguson committed a crime
of violence, which includes a
sentence enhancer that increases
the number of years Ferguson
could spend in prison.

In Colorado, the sentence
enhancer increases the minimum
sentence for a class 2 felony to
the midpoint of the presumptive
sentencing range and allows for the
maximum sentence to be twice the
presumptive sentencing range. In
other words, Ferguson is looking
at a sentence ranging from 12 to
48 years. Also, mandatory parole
is increased to five years.

District Judge Amanda
Hopkins is presiding in the case
and, following her review of a
background report prepared by
the probation department, will
hand down Ferguson’s sentenceata
hearing scheduled for December 8.

During that hearing, Hopkins
will presumably also hear
statements made on behalf of the
victim, Taylor, and on behalf of
Ferguson.

According to the arresting
documents obtained by the Valley

Please see GUILTY on Page 2A

By MARIEMCCOLM

Center holds su1c1de preventlon awareness race

CENTER — A suicide prevention
awareness race took place on Friday,
Oct. 6. The race began at the Center
Viking Youth Club at 386 S. Broadway
in Center. The race wound around the
town of Center and ended back at the
Center Viking Youth Club.

Center Viking Youth Club Director
Carmen Pavlovskysaid they did therace
in collaboration with the Center School
Districts STARS Program.

“The STARS Program puts on this
race every year for suicide awareness
and prevention. We have a suicide
coordinator Genesis Escalon. Theperson
in charge of stars is Camille Villa. She is

also the cross-country coach, and her
Please see RACE on Page 2A
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Some of the students that participated in the suicide prevention awareness race on Oct. 6 pose for a photo. The
event was organized by the Center Viking Youth Club and Center School District’s STARS Program.

Center Vikings
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Homecoming Celebrat

Courtesy photos
The theme for the Center High School Homecoming Parade was
‘Wonderful World of Disney’ The Junior Class took first place in the
float competition with ‘Coco’

Right: Center High School named its Homecoming King and Queen
during half-time of Friday’s football game. The King was Jesus
Valadez-Felix and the Queen was Yulisa Maldonado.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Center School District staffgotinto
the spirit of Homecoming Week by
wearing pink ‘Barbie’ shirts.

Courtesy photo
Upper Rio Grande School District
teacher Christi Dahle, left, receives
a donation from Poor Boy Car Club
founder Richard Garcia. Dahle was

recently diagnosed with breastcancer.

Christi Dahle
receives $2,000
donation

from Poor Boy
Car Club

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — Upper Rio Grande
School District teacher Christi
Dahle was recently diagnosed with
breast cancer. The Poor Boy Car
Club heard about Dahle’s diagnosis
with cancer and wanted to help her

offset the costs of doctor visits and
Please see DONATION on Page 2A

Hooper celebrates new playground at annual festlval

By MARIE MCCOLM

HOOPER — The sun wasshining,
the people were smiling, and a slight
breeze, along with the fresh scent
of hay, was present in the air at the
Hooper Festival on Saturday, Oct. 7.

Hooper Town Park had a
cozy, happy atmosphere with
approximately 55 people. There
were hay bales spread out over the
park. People sat on hay bales and
talked. Children ran back and forth
on the grass. The vendor booths
were busy.

Many people looked at and
talked about the new playground
equipment that was installed on the
other side of Hooper Town Park.

Installation of the equipment
began on Sept. 4. The playground

It Doesn’t grow on trees.
But it might with this rate!

4.25% APY*

equipment was donated by a
local school. Over a month, all
the playground equipment was
put up with help from volunteers
in the community. A grant for
the equipment installation and
revitalization of the park was
initiated by town trustee Mimi
Dolan. There were three phases
to the playground and park’s
progression, and the installation of
the equipment was phase one and
Saturday celebrated its completion.

Alamosa County Commissioner
Lori Laske also attended the festival.

At 1 p.m., people gathered near
the middle corner of the park, where
a red ribbon with a bow had been
placed, to officially open the newly

Please see FESTIVAL on Page 4A

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Hooper held a ribbon cutting for its new playground equipment on

Saturday, Oct. 7.
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Frisch meets with voters in Alamosa, 3rd stop in 2 months

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
ALAMOSA — Adam Frisch, a
Democrat campaigning to run against
Rep. Lauren Boebertinthe2024 election,
was in Alamosa this week, making it the
third visit to the San Luis Valley in two
months. While in town, he took the
opportunity to have a brief sit-down
with the Valley Courier followed by a
community conversation at the Purple
Pig Pizzeria and Pub.
“Tvesaiditfromthebeginning; hetold
the voters who had assembled. “People

are tired of the circus. They're tired of a
representative to Congress who spends
more time appearing on television than
shedoesworkingforherconstituentsand
gettingthingsdone. Thatsmoretruenow
than ever. Look at the chaos in Congress
and she’s a part of that”

Frisch was a political newcomer and
relative unknown when he declared his
candidacy in February of 2021. No one,
either in the Democratic Party or in the
cadre of pundits predicting outcomes,
gave him much attention as the district

DONATION covinued rom poge 14 =

chemotherapy treatments. Poor Boy
Car Club founder Richard Garcia
recently presented Dahle witha check
for $2,000.

Dahle’s husband, Chris, was
extremely grateful to the car club.

“We had heard that the car club
was going to make a donation, but
we had no idea how much,” Chris
Dahle said. “We saw the donation and
we were like wow. The cost of getting
to and from cancer treatments is so
hard. Thishasreallymade suchahuge
difference for us. We are shocked and
grateful to Richard and the car club
for what they have done. This really
shows youhow truly generous people
from the Valley can be.I mean people
kind of keep to themselves but when
somebody is in trouble, people here
band together and help each other
out. It’s just one of the great things in
this community. We are very grateful
and truly appreciate it. We hope we
can either pay it forward someday or
recommend someone else who might
need help too”

Christi Dahle spoke about some of
her journey.

“I'wasdiagnosed with breast cancer
this summer. This was going to be our
summer. It was our 25th wedding
anniversary. We were going to do
some nice things this summer and
everything hit,” she said.

Chris Dahle added, “We were
at the hospital, and she had her
mammogram On our anniversary.
Then they got her in and did the
biopsy on our anniversary,and on her
birthdaywas when we got the positive
resultback for cancer. It wasjusthard;
the timing was just hard. Everything
we had planned to do on celebratory
days, turned out to be days of more
bad news. It was hard. She is so brave.
We are all proud of her here. We have
had to drive up for chemotherapyand
that’s been hard too.”

Christi Dahle spoke about her
journey.

“We have an amazing support
team,” she said. “Everybody that I
have talked to in the San Luis Valley
that has had cancer, has said they

went through this particular centerin
Colorado Springs, and they are really
good. They are so positive there. The
drive has been hard. It’s been hard
to get up at 3:30 every morning and
drive. For different reasons we have
felt like we can’t get up there the night
before. They have been so good about
scheduling all our appointments on
the same day too, but it is a lot”

Christi Dahle said she has done her
initial chemotherapy appointments
and is now facing surgery with a
longer road to go.

Chris Dahle stated that he and his
wife have about a year and a half to
go before anything will be over, along
with medication for many years after.
He believes that they will be through
the worst of it by the end of the year,
but Christi will need chemotherapy
after that.

“Despite all of this we are on the
upswing though. Christi is very
positive,” he said.

“We have no other option,” Christi
said. “We are going to get through
this. The support has just been
amazing. From our church family, the
community, the car club, everyone.
Wehavehad people bringingus meals.
We appreciate everyone so much?”

Chris Dahle said that when Christi
went back to teach that everyone was
wearing t-shirts one day that stated,
“Together we fight in Christi”

Christi Dahle said she did not
expect the car club donation at all.
With tears in her voice Dahle said,
“It totally caught me off guard. I was
not expecting any of that. My jaw was
on the floor, it was so amazing. The
donation was presented to me ata staff
meetingatthe school. Richard Garcia
was there, this happened two weeks
ago. I was just completely amazed by
the generosity that was shown to us”

Garcia was proud to issue the
donation to Christi Dahle and said,
“We are so happy to be able to help
such a wonderful person in our
community. It is our hope that it
helps her, and she gets better very
soon. We are so happy that we were
able to help her”

was designated as “strong Republican”
with redistricting giving the incumbent
a9 point advantage.

But, as is repeated anytime Frischs
name comes up in media — both in the
state and across the nation - he lost to
Boebert by just 546 votes or .017%.

Nonetheless, Frisch is taking nothing
for granted. “This district is still plus-9
andayear can bealong time. That's why
we're on the road every week for more
than 38,000 miles so far, telling people
what we stand for and what we want
to do. And theyre listening. Theyre
listening to what we have to say”’

Although neither candidate has
cleared their primaries, both appear —
at this point - to be likely opponents
in the race.

Murder suspect may be in the Alamosa area

STAFF REPORT

DENVER — The Denver Police
Department (DPD) issued a statement
on Tuesday, Oct. 3, that a murder suspect,
Jesus Arvizo, may be in the Alamosa area.

In early April, family members of
James Montoya reported him missing.
Investigators determined he was last
seen leaving a bar in Lakewood at 2:30
a.m., on April 2. Due to information
obtained in the case, the Denver Police
Department was assigned the case and
determined that Montoya was killed
in Denver. In July, human remains

RAC E Continued from Page 1A

cross-country kids are running too. We
all work together on this;” she said.

Pavlovsky explained that the students
and childrenintheracereceivedat-shirt
that many wore in the race. The t-shirts
had the phrase “No Story Should End
Too Soon” printed on them.

“Our goal is to bring suicide
awareness and to help end a taboo, to
help kids feel comfortable in talking
about it,” she said. “We want people
to feel comfortable talking about it.
We have Genesis for students, who
want to talk about this, if they are
having thoughts like this. Students do
think about this, more than anyone
realizes. Our goal is to help students
feel comfortable talkingabout this. We
want the word ‘suicide’ to be normal
in conversation for students. We want
them to hear it, know what it means,
andiftheyarefeelingacertain waythey
can go to a counselor and tell them I
am having these thoughts”

Pavlovsky said that the STARS
Program helps with this too.

“So, we have students that are in
STARS. We have high school students
that are paired with middle school
students, and we have mentors and
mentees, so that they can look up to
them for advice. High school students
can lean on each other. Everyone also

G U I LTY Continued from Page 1A e —__————————

Courier from the clerk of the court, at
10:30 p.m. on Feb. 23,2022, Saguache
County Sheriff’s Office deputies were
dispatched to a residence on County
Road LL57in Villa Groveinresponse
to a reported stabbing.

The person who called the office
was a neighbor calling on behalf
of David Jackman, the owner and
resident of the house who had
fled the scene after witnessing the
incident. Jackman named Ferguson
as the suspect.

When the deputies arrived at the
house, they reported seeing blood
on the storm door to the residence.
The door was locked.

They then looked through a
window and saw the body of a man
— later identified as Taylor — inside
the house. Deputies announced their
presence and forced entry into the

house where they found Taylor on
the floor, showing no signs of life.
The deputies reported that Taylor
had apparently been stabbed several
times in his back, head and neck.

One of the deputies went in pursuit
of Ferguson, who wasstillin the area,
ultimately taking him into custody
without incident. In his report, the
deputy states he saw several cuts
on Ferguson’s hand that “were not
activelybleeding” Ferguson was then
transported to the sheriff’s office in
the custody of another deputy with
SCSO.

The deputies then spoke to
Jackman who said that Ferguson
was his roommate. Taylor, who
had reportedly worked with both
Jackman and Ferguson in the past,
had come to Jackman’s house when
his car had “broken down” nearby.

The three men were reportedly
drinking beer when, according to
Jackman, Ferguson made it apparent
he did not like Taylor. Jackman then
witnessed Ferguson stabbing Taylor,
at which point Jackman fled from
the house and ran to the neighbor’s
residence where the sheriff’s office
was called.

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in
advertising sales (full-time).
Any sales experience is
appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

were found in Saguache County, which
were later determined to be Montoya’s

remains.

be in the Alamosa area.

has these adults that are there for them
to go to. Our goal is for the students to
know that they have trusted friends and
people that they can go to for help. We
haveallthese people togethertohelpasa
community to prevent suicide if anyone
is having thoughts about it. Our main
goal is to get these messages out there,
with this run too”

Pavlovsky said the Center Viking
Youth Club meets every day, Monday
through Thursday after school, and all
day on Fridays.

“We provide time for students here.
We provide snacks, and different
activities. We provide social emotional
learning, we ride bikes and skateboards,
we learn about making healthy choices.
We have the kids help us make the
snacks and make their own lunch. We
do science projects and art projects.
Also, depending on the time of year,
we might add different things. We also
celebrate holidays”

The club will be doing something for
Dia De Los Muertos Day and trick or
treating, for example.

“Alotofthestudentsthatwehavehere,

On Tuesday, DPD asked for the public’s
assistance with locating Jesus Arvizo, 33,
who is wanted for the murder of Montoya.
Arvizo lives in Denver but is believed to

Anyone with information regarding
the whereabouts of Arvizo is asked to
call the Alamosa County Sherift’s Office
at 719-589-6608, or the Alamosa Police
Department at 719-589-2548, or Metro
Denver Crime Stoppers at 720-913-7867.

Jesus Arv1zo

well their parents might really need this
space, because their parents might be
working until 5 or 6 o clock, and they
need somewhere for their kids to go;’
she said. “We try to provide education
and food, but our number one goal is
buildingrelationships. Wetryto provide
a safe, educational space and there is
a tuition fee, but we do not turn the
kids away if they don't have the fee. We
are also working on trying to provide
transportation too. I feel the club and
this run go hand in hand, because we
are definitely about building positivity
and good relationships”

STARS Program Director Camille
Villa said they had a good turnout for
the race.

“The STARS Program stands for
students teaching about relationship
success,” Villa said. “We get high school
mentors to middle schoolers, and then
we have staff members that mentor the
high school students. It's a chain down.
It works out really good and we do a lot
of activities. We do this every year, for
suicide prevention. We really care a lot
about that”
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Way back in the day when Ol
Dutch was working three different
careers at the same time, I used to
take vacations to try and rest up
a bit. That isn’t how it turned out,
though. My kids wanted to have fun
and we jammed so many thingsina
week of break that I had to go back
to work to rest.

Sinceretiring, T have noticed that
I am busier than ever and actually
feel like I have not had a day off
since I quit working proper. A lot
of seniors feel the same way as they
get involved in so many activities
that there is never a break.

This past summer Miss Trixie
signed us up for any and every
activity that came along and what
with working for Mountain Man
Rafting too, we were busy as the
proverbial beaver. Maybe even
busier, too, as we had every tree cut
down within 100 miles, so to speak.

September came with a rush
and 28 days of non-stop hunting
aboutdid OI' DutchinbutImadeit
through and walked some 130 miles
in pursuit of the mighty wapiti and
poor old bear.

That too came to an end, and we
soon found ourselves backin Texas
on the ranch. But true to form the
very next day we had to babysit the
Grands and that was just a lot of
continuous driving to soccer and
horse-riding venues.

Finally, their long-lost parents
made it home and we retired to the
farm to unpack from the summer.
Ol Dutch was soon immersed in
mowing the back 40 to get rid of
the weeds and Trixie working on
the abode to get it back into livable
condition.

I camein from mowinglateandlo
and behold Miss Trixie had injured
hereye. It wasblood red andlooked
terrible. I guess I will have to keep
her locked up here for a while as
people will think I finally snapped
and poked her a good one. Which
is so silly as everyone that knows
us says she can take me any day of
the week and heck that’s probably
about true.

I think OI Dutch is finally going
to build a ranch house on the hill,
and so it’s going to be a winter of

Back to the
grindstone

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

pounding labor to get that up and
going. I usually do almost all the
work myself but it’s going to be
harder at 67 years old, I am sure.

We are already looking for
materialsall over the greater Dallas
area as there are deals out there like
you cannotbelieve ifyoulook. Miss
Trixie even found free bathtubs
from the manufacturer that may
have a flaw on the back etc. but
otherwise are in perfect condition.

I found some plywood at one-
fourth the cost of what it cost
at the big box store so that was
a godsend, too. 2x4’s and other
lumber is about the same as there
is so much building going on here
that leftover lumber is a dime a
dozen. Well, maybe not that cheap
but it’s definitely worth looking for
aftermarket sources.

AndwhileThave mostofthetools
necessary to build such a structure,
there is always something a guy
needs and so I will get to buy some
new toys I am sure which is always
a win-win for any man.

So, if you get bored or too cold
where you are and need a vacation,
I encourage you to come on down
and help with the house. That way
when you go home you can rest
up from your winter break. It’s
how we are.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie,
Coopet, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily.
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found
at www.troutrepublic.com or on
Twitter at TroutRepublic.

LETTERS POLICY

Letters are welcome and encouraged.
They should be fewer than 300 words,
unless arranged beforehand with the
editor, and they are subject to editing
for length and clarity.

Allletters must be signed by the author
andincludea phone numberandaddress
where the author can be reached (these
arenotforpublication). Lettersforwarded
from other organizations or sent to staff
and not for print must be designated as
such. Letters over 300 words and without
contact information will be returned to

the sender or discarded.

We will accept one letter per person,
per subject, per four issues. We reserve
the right to reject letters for reasons we
believe are appropriate. Please send
letters to Letter to the Editor c/o Valley
Publishing, PO Box 607, Monte Vista,
CO 81144 or e-mail to bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com (Attention:
Letter to the Editor). Deadline for letters
is 5 p.m. Friday.

Political letters may be limited due to
space constraints.

Adventures in Fall Foliage

Theforecastwasfavorable, predicting
a sunny fall day as is typical of the high
mountain valleys this time of year. It
started out cold but with each mile
we drove, it seemed to get warmer.
We made the familiar left turn onto
County Road 14 and started the
gradual climb toward the beckoning
San Juan Mountains. A few miles, up
thefamiliar brown sign announced our
turn onto Forest Road 333. I reached
down to engage the four-wheel drive
on the truck because I have heard the
reputation of thisroad before. There was
no hurry and if there was it wouldn't
have mattered. The road just does not
allow a fast drive. No matter. Nothing
we wanted to do would change in the
next couple of hours.

Creeping up the road, we first
experienced the openness of what I call
the “PJ;’ meaning thearea of forest that s
dominated by pinyon and juniper trees.
Open parksand well-established timber
“stringers” characterizethe PJinthisarea,
making it prime habitat for elk and deer.
I'suspected that this area is well-used by
thoseanimalsduringthewintermonths.
We pushed through a small section of
private land, respectfully staying on the
road and closing each gate behind us.
The rough road encouraged me to pay
attention, but all I really wanted to do
waslook around. Ilove exploring places
I've never been, and I often declare it
unfair that I have to concentrate on
driving, so I don't hit a tree or bash into
an unsuspecting rock. Regardless, we
crept up the road because I knew there
were sights to see.

I got through “the narrows” without
incident but couldn’t imagine meeting
another vehicle or two in that area. The
landscape opened up and provided
several tantalizing opportunities to set
out on foot to gain higher ground and
ever better views. But we remained in
the truck, skirting the edge of the forest
and forcing resting cows to evacuate
their comfyrockanddirtroadbeds,and
eventually reached the end of the road
at the edge of a massive aspen glade.

We quickly added another layer of
clothing to combat the cool breeze,
grabbed the backpack and water
and headed out up the open hillside,
purposely avoiding the Schrader trail.
We just wanted to wander. The aspens
wereearlyin their fall color splendor but
still wonderful to admire from within
the stand as well as on the ridge to the
west. We looped back toward the truck
asIcrashed noisily through the aspens;
the irony of me silently hoping to see
elk was amusing. I didn’t see elk and we
stopped to snap a couple of photos just
before loading back up. It was a short
hike, but nonetheless fulfilling. Just
being in the fall colors in the middle
of nowhere serves as a reset to my soul.
I often will just drive up to a favorite
location and sit in the trucklistening to
the leaves rustling in the breeze.

There are many forest roads that do
notrequire four-wheel drive where you
can enjoy miles of leaf peeping bliss.
Most will offer some opportunities
for a short hike that doesn’t have to be
difficult at all. I like to wander, leaving
trails as often as I can. But I encourage

Land Water
and People

By Gregg Goodland

youtoonly do thatifyouare fully aware
of your surroundings and have a plan
in case you turn up somewhere you
weren't expecting.

We bounced back down the rough,
rocky road and made it home with a
quiet contentedness about us that day.
That's what I always get when I spend
time in the woods, especially without a
specific purpose. If you haven't done that,
Iencourageyoutotryit. I posteda couple
of the photos my wife took of the aspens
in Schrader Creek that day on the Rio
Grande National Forest's Facebook page.

Gregg Goodland is the Public Affairs
Officer for the Rio Grande National
Forest. An avid outdoor enthusiast, he
promotes the responsible and safe use of
our public lands.

Lo que sucede dentro del hogar —
What happens within the home

By SAN LUIS VALLEY
IMMIGRANT RESOURCES
CENTER

Survivors of domestic violence have
a similar story to share, but what sets
theexperiences ofimmigrantsurvivors
aside from others? In particular, the
experiences of Latino immigrant
survivors living in the San Luis Valley.

Lo que sucede dentro del hogar, se
quedadentro delhogar. Whathappens
within thehomestayswithin thehome.
Unfortunately, this phrase resonates
with most immigrant survivors of
domestic violence as it is an innate
way of living for them. Specifically,
any domestic issue that occurs within
the home must remain a private affair
and domestic violenceisno exception.
Thenotioneven goes furthertoinclude
that despite domestic violence causing
suffering and chaos within the home,
the survivor is expected to live with
it for the sake of keeping their family
together. The formal term for this
concept is familismo.

Aside from familismo, immigrant
survivors face many other challenges
as to why they remain in abusive
relationships. The main challenge they
face involves language barriers as the
majority (of whom live in the Valley)

primarily speak Spanish or Qanjobal,
a Mayan language from Guatemala.
The lack of language justice found
within organizations throughout the
Valley causes negative implications
as immigrant survivors are afraid to
call certain service providers and/or
organizationsto seek assistance despite
meeting their qualifications. Someare
evenafraid to calllaw enforcement not
only because of the language barrier,
but because they believe calling the
police will automatically put them at
risk of losing their legal status in the
U.S. orgettingdeported. Infact,abusers
willintimidate or threaten their victims
by saying they will call ICE on them
if they leave the relationship, take the
children elsewhere, disclose the abuse
to anyone, or simply for remaining in
contact with friends and/or family.
Another challenge that is common
amongst immigrant survivors
living in the Valley involves feeling
overwhelmedand/oruntrusting ofthe
Judicial System simply because victim
rights are nonexistent in their home
country and the U.S. judicial system
is a foreign arena to them. Lastly,
adequate, and affordable housing is a
hugebarrier thatimmigrant survivors
face. The majority of immigrant
survivors are undocumented, stay-at-

home-mothers, non-English speakers,
and single parents. All these factors
affect them in obtaining housing
because they lack legal status, a social
security number, employment, and
credit history, etc.- which are usual
requirements by mostlandlords/rental
agencies. Needless to mention, the SLV
hasahugehousingcrisisas rental units
are very scarce, and rent is very high.

How can San Luis Valley immigrant
survivors of domestic violence be
better supported? They can be better
supported by receiving servicesin their
native language, receiving information
about their victim rights, and SLV
organizations collaborating with
one another, especially with the SLV
ImmigrantResource Center (SLVIRC).

The SLVIRC can offer assistance to
survivors through its Crime Victim
Housing (CVH) and legal assistance
program. Under the CVH program,
survivors can receive financial
assistance, interpretation services,
assistance in navigating the Judicial
System and advocacy. As for the legal
assistance program, they can receive
information and assistance in filing
for immigration relief under VAWA
or the U-Visa, both free of charge. For
any information, please reach out to
SLVIRC at 719-587-3225.
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People spent part of their Saturday afternoon at the second annual Hooper

Festival on Saturday, Oct. 7.

FESTIVAL coinuca fom poge 14 —

installed playground equipment to
the public.

Hooper Mayor Tommy Dentler
said, “The last month the whole
entire town has come together to
put together this playground for
the community. They went from
Saturday from 9 in the morning until
5 in the afternoon, weekdays from
5 in the afternoon until 8 at night.
We were working in the rain, wind,
in the dark, we had headlights on,
just to get it done. We are very, very,
excited. I am grateful and humbled.
A lot of us believed that we could
not get it done in the specific time
frame.lam very grateful and excited
that we did. Thank you, guys, very
much for that. I really appreciate
it. I am going to welcome up Lori
Laske. She is going to go ahead and
say a couple of words and we will go
from there. Thank you.”

Commissioner Laske then said,
“I am Lori Laske as the mayor
mentioned. I am the Alamosa
County Commissioner that is for
this region. I just want to tell you
we are proud of Alamosa County
helping with some of the funding for
this project. The truly remarkable
thing about this project is what
this community has done in your
leadership. When you have Mayor
Dentler, and the board of trustees
to lead you in this and to put this
project together, specifically we had
Mimi Dolan one of your trustees
that got a matching grant. This is
truly a sense of community. I can
tell you I have never seen this much
commitment and devotion from
the community. I just want to tell
you I take a lot of pride in that in
Alamosa. I also want to tell the rest
of Colorado, bring it on. I can tell

Children, and some adults, played
on the new playground equipment
on Saturday, Oct. 7, at the Hooper
Town Park.

you what the community looks like,
it’s called Hooper, Colorado! Would
you all help me give a big round of
applause to the mayor and trustees.”

Commissioner Laske then
recognized the trustees. Mayor
Dentler gave a special thank you
to Dolan.

“She is actually the one who
started the grant, took care of it,
and put it into motion,” he said.
“The first grant ever in the town of
Hooper, in 125 years. We want to
thank youand we appreciate it from
the bottom of our heart.”

Trustee Dolan said, “I have lived
here for over 25 years, and in that
time, I have never seen so much
community at work. It is amazing
and heartwarming because I know
that this is where I am going to stay.
I know this is my home. It is so nice
to see it coming together like this”

Mayor Dentler then called
everyone together to cut the ribbon.

“Alright guys on the count of 3 the
playgroundis open,” he said. Mayor
Dentler counted down from three
to one and cut the ribbon.

Mayor Dentler also chuckled and
said, “This is for the kids, and for
the community, and a couple of the
guys went down the slide too”
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Garcia not guilty in
murder trial of Jones

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

DEL NORTE — Barely 24 hours
after going into deliberation, the jury
in the case of Jimmy Garcia, on trial
for allegedly murdering Jacque Jones,
has found Garcia not guilty.

The verdict ends a journey that
began in March of 2014 when
Jones died of asphyxiation. At
question was whether the 24-year-
old young woman had committed
suicide — a question that was not
unanimously resolved even by the
medical examiners and the coroner
who determined the cause of death
to be “cause unknown” and “suicide”
respectively.

From the beginning, Jones’ family
did not believe Jones had ended her
own life and repeatedly advocated
for the young woman’s death to be
investigated as a murder.

Due to the efforts and continuing
persistence of officers with the

Monte Vista Police Department, an
investigation was conducted, and
enough evidence gathered to warrant
a preliminary hearing which found
sufficient cause to bind the case over
to trial.

Garcia has repeatedly proclaimed
his innocence, stating that when he
found Jones, she had already passed
away.

After ninedays of detailed testimony
inthe Del Norte courtroom of District
Judge Kimberly Cortez, the jury went
into deliberation and returned with
the not guilty verdict.

The Valley Courier has reached out
to attorneys for both the defense and
the prosecution for their thoughts
and reactions but had not received a
response by press time.

Wednesday shooting suspect in custody

Victim treated for non-
life-threatening injuries

STAFF REPORT

ALAMOSA — A 27-year-old
Alamosa man is in custody on
several charges after allegedly
shooting another man around 3
p-m. Wednesday, Oct. 4, in Century
Mobile Home Park, 1700 State Ave.

Lee Medina was taken into custody
and transported to the Alamosa
County Detention Center where
he is being charged with first-

degree assault, felony menacing and
possession of a weapon by a previous
offender.

The male party who was shot was
transported to San Luis Valley Health
Regional Medical Center where he
was treated for non-life-threatening
injuries. The victim’s identity has not
been released.

Alamosa Police Department
officers responded to the scene at
about3:15p.m.toadisturbance where
possible shots were fired. A news
release from APD indicated that an
altercation took place leading to the

subject being shot.

“This wasanisolated incidentand
detectives are actively investigating,”
the APD release said. “There is no
threat to the community at this
time”

The APD thanked other local
agencies who assisted, including the
Alamosa County Sheriff’s Office,
Adams State University Police
Department and the Colorado
State Patrol. This is an active-
ongoinginvestigation,and no further
information will be released at this
time, APD stated.
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Cheslocks are appreciative of care at SLVH RMC Emergency Department

By SAN LUIS VALLEY

HEALTH

ALAMOSA — “I am not one
for drama, but literally, the SLVH
Regional Medical Center Emergency
Department saved my life,” said
Rachel Cheslock. “They continued
to follow their protocol when at the
time, my husband Lance and I were
ready to go back home thinking I
had indigestion or issues with my
esophagus”

After the third hour of going
through the heart attack protocols in
the ED at the RMC, Rachels earlier
symptoms had all but disappeared.
Asahealthy45-year-old non-smoker
with no underlying causes, she and
Lance dismissed the idea of the heart
attack she thought she was having
earlier in the day. She took an aspirin
at home when the pain moved from
her chest to her arm, then rested and
felt alittle better. As she tried to stand
up and had difficulty walking, she
asked her husband Lance to take her
to the ED in Alamosa.

As they sat waiting for the results
from the third blood test, they began
planning the rest of their day when
they would be released to go home.
Then everything changed in a hurry

Make A
Difference
Day is
Oct. 28

CONTRIBUTED

MONTE VISTA — Make A
Difference Day will be held from 8
a.m. to noon on Saturday, Oct. 28.
The day is made possible by the Baer
family, community donations and
the San Luis Valley Regional Waste
Authority.

People can use the San Luis Valley
Regional Landfill by making a food
donation that will be donated to the
Monte Vista Food Bank.

« Pickup or carload of trash or yard
waste can be made for 16 food items.

« Single-axle trailer with trash or
yard waste can be dumped for 16
food items.

o Loaded pickup and single-axle
trailer with trash or yard waste can
be dumped for 32 food items.

o Double-axle trailer with trash
or yard waste can be dumped for 32
food items.

o Loaded pickup and double-axle
trailer with trash or yard waste can
be dumped for 48 food items.

o Dump truck with trash or yard
waste can be dumped for 64 food
items.

There are some items that require
a food donation and additional fee.

o Passenger tire off rim $3; on
rim $4.

o Semi-truck tire with no rim $9.

« Tractor tire with no rim $18.50.

Tire count by tire type will be
needed at time of check in. Ten or
more tires require a waste tire manifest
form signed at time of check in.

o Electronics and T'V recycling fee
schedule available at the slvlandfill.
com

o Mattress or box springs $8 each.

No commercial haulers or
businesses admitted for the donation
prices. All loads must be secure and
covered. All landfill regulations will
be enforced, visit slvlandfill.com

For more information, call 719-
852-3810.

when her third troponin test resulted
in an extremely increased reading. A
troponin test measures the levels of
troponin T or troponin I proteins in
theblood. These proteins are released
when the heart muscle has been
damaged, such as when it occurs with
aheartattack. The more damage there
isto the heart, the greater the amount
of troponin T will be in the blood.
Dr. Laura Edgerly-Gibb approached
the coupleandsaid, “Weare goingto fly
you to Penrose Hospital immediately
because something is going on.”
After spending time going through
many more tests at Penrose, the team
used a heart catheter to get an inside
look. They found a very unusual
situation of a 2.3 cm tear that was

creating blockage. It was repaired by
inserting two stents.

“The amazing thing about this
whole situation is that I do not have
heartdamage. The EKG never showed
that my heart was dying. During my
time at the SLVH RMC, they gave
me blood thinners, and nitrate, and
kept on top of their protocols. Even
though the EKG and other tests were
not showing any issues, and my pain
had mostly subsided, they kept me
thereand kept me safe. I'dlike to share
some key takeaways with others.

» Don’t ignore your symptoms. Go
get checked out. Follow up.

« Even though providers are not
always 100% sure, they have protocols
to follow. Be patient.

o The care and professionalism
at SLV RMC were second to none.
I felt important, I was seen and
respected. They were not taking
chances, they never doubted me, and
everyone treated me with the utmost
compassion and kindness.

Lance would like to thank the
nursing staff who met Rachel at the
door with a wheelchair and followed
up with transfer details, always with
a professional, kind, and caring
attitude: Amanda, Sara, Colleen, and
Dr. Edgerly-Gibb! As only Lance can
say, “Weareincredibly grateful to have
such good people in our rural area.
The staff did not miss a detail, even
ensuring the flight nurse had cardiac
experience. Weare eternally grateful!”

Lance and Rachel Cheslock

Nursing and Therapy Services of Colorado embraces
inclusive care for disabilities community in Alamosa

By NURSING AND
THERAPY SERVICES OF

COLORADO

ALAMOSA — Nursing and
Therapy Services of Colorado
DBA (NTSOC) is providing an
inclusive home health service to
the disability community in the
town of Alamosa. With a strong
dedication to fostering a supportive
and empowering environment,
NTSOC aims to address the unique
needs of individuals with disabilities,
promoting their independence and
enhancing their overall quality oflife.

As a leading home health agency
in Colorado, NTSOC recognizes
the importance of delivering
personalized care that respects the
diverse backgrounds and abilities
of the community it serves. By

incorporating an inclusive tone
throughout its operations, NTSOC
seeks to create a safe and welcoming
environment where individuals with
disabilities can thrive, receiving the
highest standard of care.

“At NTSOC, we firmly believe that
everyone deserves access to quality
healthcare, regardlessoftheirabilities,”
said Daunte Davis, the agency’s
spokesperson. “[We] committed
to ensuring that individuals with
disabilities in the city of Alamosa
and its surrounding communities
receive the compassionate care they
deserve, tailored to their unique needs
and goals”

To ensure exceptional care for
individuals with disabilities, NTSOC
hasimplemented arange of measures.
These include specialized training
for their healthcare professionals to
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address the specific challenges faced
by individuals with disabilities. The
agency’s team undergoes ongoing
education and development to
stay up to date with the latest
advancements in disability care and
to provide the highestlevel of support
possible.

Furthermore, NTSOC actively
collaborates with local organizations
and advocacy groups to foster a
strong network of support for the
disability community in Alamosa.
By working closely with these
organizations, the agency strives to
enhance its understanding of the
community’s needs and provide
tailored services that promote
independence and well-being.

The agency offers a wide range of
services, including skilled nursing
care, physical therapy, occupational

therapy, speech therapy, Certified
Nursing Assistant trainingand hiring
for family caregivers and more.
These services support individuals
with disabilities in their own homes,
allowing them to access the care they
need in a familiar environment.

NTSOC welcomes inquiries
from individuals with disabilities
and their families and caregivers in
the San Luis Valley area. [NTSOC]
committed to providing personalized
care plans that address the unique
needs and goals of each individual.
By fostering a culture of inclusivity,
they aim to empower individuals
with disabilities to lead fulfilling lives
in their community.

For more information about
NTSOC and their inclusive home
health services, please visit www.
ntsoc.com.
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K-9 ACSO officer Blitz, ‘no better partner’

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Walking into Patrol
Sgt. “Gilley” Gilleland’s office at the
Alamosa County Sheriff s Department
(ACSO) it’s hard to believe that Blitz,
thehandsome, 120-poundbloodhound
snoring in the corner, is capable of
amazing feats. But just ask Gilleland,
Blitz’s handler, partner, and best
friend, and the list of the bloodhound’s
accomplishments will make a believer
of even the worst skeptic.

“Hefoundhisfirst suspectin Mosca,’
Gilleland says. Blitz was barely half-a-
year-old, and they were tracking a man
with new felony charges. “It was a short
track, but he picked up the scent from
the seat in the suspect’s car and led us
right to the house where he was”

Blitz has been a member of the
sherift’s office since Nov. 3, 2019, when
the 10-week-old pupwasdonated by the
Alie Foundation,anon-profitnamedin
honor ofalittle girl who waskidnapped,
assaulted, and killed in the early 1990s.
The child was found by a bloodhound
who,alongwith thelittle girl,ishonored
as the nonprofit donates bloodhounds
to law enforcement agencies across
the state.

Sgt. Gilleland was the natural choice
tobe Blitzs partner. Notonly was he the
mostwilling, butthe former Marinealso
has four “hounds” ofhis own. Gilleland
immediately reached out for training
with Bloodhound Man-trackers, a
company owned and operated by
former law enforcement officers and
handlerswhotrainbloodhoundsacross
the state and the nation.

Whentrainingwas completed, Gilley
was presented withamedallionbearing
the image of St. Hubert, patron saint of
hunting. He still wears it today. Since
then, Gilley has continued to train Blitz,
one-to-one, on his own.

“Blitzistrainedtotrackandtrail hesays,
meaning he can both track a scent on the
groundandintheair. “Nocaninehasbetter
smell. Dogs have 50 million more scent
receptorsthanhumans. Bloodhoundshave
300 million more scent receptors than any
other breed of dogs”

He smiles, and says, “He’s basically a
nose with a dog’s body”

GilleyandBlitzhavetrackeddistances
ranging from 50 yards to 13 miles, an
extraordinary find that involved a trek
through rough mountain terrain on a
very dark night in search of two lost
hikers. They had to turn back because
of the weather, but when conditions
cleared, Blitz had led searchers to less
than a mile from where the hikers were
ultimately found.

“He’s tracked off a single footprint in
the snow, in the middle of winter in 20
degreesbelow zero weather. He tracked
two suspects offa single footprintin the
snow in Alamosa” At one point, Gilley

says, the suspectssplitupand then came
back together, but the move failed to
throw Blitz oft the scent.

In the three-and-a-half years they've
been partners, Gilley and Blitz have
found between 50 and 60 suspects.

As the bloodhound also “does
cadavers,” Gilleland estimates Blitz has
found between 20 and 25 bodies and
helped every agency in the Valley, each
time with Gilley following at the end of
al5-footlead. “He’salsoworked on CBI
[Colorado Bureau of Investigation] cold
cases. In one case, he found a body that
was missing for five years”

Together, they have accomplished
amazing things, but equally inspiring
is the relationship between the
bloodhound and man. They come to
work together every day and go home
together. Blitz is part of the Gilleland
family and part of the Gilleland pack.
In an extraordinary move by Alamosa
County Sherift Robert Jackson — who
has had two K-9 partners in his career
— Blitz is Gilley’s dog. If Gilleland
leaves the force, Blitz leaves with him.
“He doesn't think it’s right to separate
a dog and his handler;” Gilleland says.

“But there’s no better partner than
Blitz. He’s always watching my back. If
I'm somewhere and maybe a couple of
guys who are drunk or whatever walk
by, he’s on alert, barking and letting me
know what’s going on”

One experience stands out among
the rest.

“We were on the worst case wed ever
been on. It was grisly;” Gilleland says.
“Even Sherift Jackson and Undersherift
Woods said theyd never seen anything
like it. We were there for probably eight
hours and whenever I looked back at

- % ':M

Courier photo by Priscilla Waggoner
Alamosa County Sheriff’s
Department Patrol Sgt. ‘Gilley’
Gilleland and his amazing K-9
partner and friend, Blitz.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

the car, Blitz was standing in his kennel,
watching me the whole time.

“When I got in the car to leave, I

admit, the murder had gotten to me.
Blitz put his head over the seat and
buried it in my shoulder and rode like
that all the way home. He knew. He
knew what I felt. He's helped me out

with a lot of tragic things you see in a

job like this”

And now, thanks to a donation from
Spikes K9 Friends, Blitz has a new

$3,000 Kevlar vest for his protection.

“Its good that he’s got that. You
never know what someone will do,”

Gilleland says.

As if on cue, Blitz gets up, stretches
and then sits by his partner’s side.
“Yeah, that’s a real good thing/
Gilleland says.
In addition to Patrol Sgt., Gilleland
is a Firearms Instructor, on the SWAT
team and teaches firearms training at
Trinidad State’s Police Academy.

NOTICE OF ELECTION

RIO GRANDE COUNTY

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2023

TO THE ELECTORS OF RIO GRANDE COUNTY
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a General Election will be held by Mail
Ballot on Tuesday, the 7th of November, 2023 between the hours of 7:00 a.m.
and 7:00 p.m. If you are a registered voter, you will receive a ballot at your
mailing address beginning October 16th. Mail Ballots may be dropped off

at the Rio Grande County Clerk’s Office, 965 Sixth Street, Del Norte, Colo-
rado, Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Ballots may also
be dropped off on Saturday, November 4th from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, November 7th. A 24-Hour Drop Box
is available on the west side of the building at 965 Sixth Street, Del Norte.
Ballots can also be mailed using the envelope enclosed with the ballot. Bal-
lots must be received at the County Clerk’s Office by 7:00 P.M. on November

7th. The Postmark does not count as being received.

Your ballot will contain only the Races or Issues on which you are eligible to vote.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and seal
of the office of the County Clerk and Recorder this 2" day of October 2023.

Cindy Hill

Rio Grande County Clerk and Recorder

The Beauty of Change | erinstrsigier

I think one of the greatest lessons
God ever taught me is that we can’t
change ourselves—only He can help
us grow and mature. How does He
do 1t? Growth occurs when we spend
time with the Lord and pursue a more
intimate relationship with Him.

When we take time to read and
study His Word, the Bible says we are
constantly being transfigured into
His very ownimage in ever increasing
splendor and from one degree of
glory to another... (2 Corinthians
3:18 AMPC). Throughout our lives,
He continues to work with us and
help us grow, gradually becoming
more like Him.

God causes us to begin noticing
things in our behavior that maybe we
didn’t notice before. Thank heaven,
He doesn’t show us everything we
need to change all at once or wed
be overwhelmed! But God knows
exactly how much we can handle,
and at the perfect time.

I'll give you an example. Over the
years, the Lord has worked with me
quite a bit about my mouth. I used
to be very harsh, judgmental, and
critical. I can remember so many
times when my husband, Dave, and
I would get into an argument, then
afterwarf the Lord would speak to
my heart and say, “I want you to go
and apologize to him.” But God! I
would think. He’s guilty, too. Why
can’t he apologize to me?

It used to make me so mad that
Dave could “get away with things”
that I couldn’t. But the Lord works
with each one of us at different
times about different things. I'm
not responsible for Dave—I'm only
responsible for what the Holy Spirit
shows me to do.

It's also vitally important to
remember that when the Holy Spirit
shows us something that needs to
change, we can’t do it on our own. It
is only through God’s strength and
spending time with Him that we
become more like Christ and make

an impact here on earth.

Second Corinthians 5:20 says, We
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal
through us... (NIV). In other words,
we are here to show Jesus to the world.
In fact, each one of us has a distinct
sphere of influence. There are people
you can reach that nobody else can!
That’s why Jesus says it’s so important
for you to “let your light shine before
others” (Matthew 5:16 NIV).

I think when it comes down to
it, we all just want to be happy.
And here’s the truth: Growing up
spiritually is the only way we’ll ever
truly be happy.

Before Gthelped me to grow and
change, I was easily controlled by
m1)1’ circumstances; I was only halppy
when everything was going well. I
constantly made decisions based on
how I felt “in the moment,” and it
was a recipe for true misery!

Ilived tﬁis way for years. I thought,
I'll be happy if Dave stops playing so
much goII)E I'll be happy when my
kids start helping me more around
the house. I’ﬁ) be happy when that
alg]gravating person at church finally
changes.

But God helped melearn that if we're
going to wait for our circumstances to
change in order to be happy, then we'll
never be haplll)y! God wants to help us
rise above the circumstances in our
lives. He desires for us to have His joy
and peace on the inside...even when
things aren’t perfect.

For years, I wanted everyone and
everything else to change. But God
has a better Elan! He says to us, “I
want you to change.”

Growing and changing isn’t about
trying to be perfect or earning God’s
love and approval. However, the
Lord loves you too much to let you
stay where you are. I've learned that
when God shows us an area of our
life that needs to change, He’s doing
it because He loves us enough to help
us change.

=

Joyce o2l
Meyer _xriw

God will often begin working in
our hearts in very private ways. Then,
just like a caterpillar transforms into
a butterfly, He begins to change
and transform us into somethin
completely different—more free an
beautiful than ever.

Is easy to get frustrated and
think we’ll never change...but it’s
not impossible with God. That’s why
it's so important to never give up!
During those times when you feel
like you’re at your lowest, God is
ﬁetting ready to dput you in your own
ittle cocoon and produce something
beautiful and new.

Remember,  spiritual  growth
is a process. None of us “arrives”
overnight, but little by little, God
changes us and a makes us what we
ought to be. He makes us more like
Him.

For more on this topic, order
Joyce’s three-ﬁart teaching resource
Developing the Character of God.
You can also contact us to receive our
free magazine, Enjoying Everyday
Life, by calling (800) 727-9673 or
visiting www.joycemeyer.org.

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times
bestselling author and founder of Joyce
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored
more than 140 books, including
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying
Everyday Life radio and TV programs,
which air on hundreds of stations
worldwide. For more information, visit
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and
opinions expressed throughout this
publication and/or website are those
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CDPHE officials advise people
to get seasonal vaccines

CONTRIBUTED

DENVER — State health officials
urge Coloradans to protect themselves,
their loved ones, and our communities
this fall and winter by getting seasonal
vaccines. Anyone aged 6 months and
older can get an annual flu vaccine,
as well as an updated 2023-2024
COVID-19 vaccine. The best time to
get both vaccines is now, ideally before
the end of October. Coloradans can find
COVID-19 vaccines and flu vaccines
across the state at local public health
clinics, primary care offices, and many
pharmacies.

Starting Tuesday, Oct. 3, CDPHE
will send text and email reminders
to the parents-guardians of 274,000
Coloradans aged 6 months through 5
years whose records in the Colorado
Immunization Information System
show they may be due for their annual
flu vaccine.

The text messages will come from
45778 and read:

From CDPHE: State public health
records show your child/children may
be due for their annual flu vaccine.
Vaccination is the most effective tool
for preventing illnesses caused by flu.
Contact a vaccine provider today! For
locations near you: www.vaccines.gov/
find-vaccines/

Emailswillcomefrom cdphe.vaccine.
registry@state.co.us and read:

Dear parent(s) or guardian(s),

ColoradoImmunization Information
System records indicate that your child/
children between the ages of 6 months
and 5 years may be due for their annual
fluvaccine. Fluvaccination isimportant
for children aged 5 years and younger
who are at high risk of having serious
complicationsiftheygetsickwith theflu.

Protect your child/children against
the flu by contacting a health care
provider, a local public health agency,
or a local pharmacy to make a vaccine
appointment today. For locations near
you,visithttps://fluvaxcolorado.org/and
click “Find a Provider”

If your child/children have already
received their flu vaccine, let us know
about it. You can update their record
in the Colorado Immunization
Information System online. You may
need to submit multiple request forms
for three or more children.

Similar to the seasonal flu vaccine,
most people should now get an updated
COVID-19vaccinetoprotectthemselves
againstthevariants of thevirus currently
responsible for most infections and
hospitalizationsinthe United States. Just
likethevirus continuestoevolve,somust
thevaccine.Itssafetoget COVID-19and
flu vaccines at the same appointment.

“Getting your annual fluand updated
COVID-19 vaccine remains one of the
bestwaysto protectyourselffromserious
illnessand complicationsfrominfluenza
and COVID-19. It can reduce your
chance of developing Long COVID as
well,’ said stateepidemiologist Dr. Rachel
Herlihy. “Aswestartspendingmoretime
indoors and gathering with loved ones
over the holidays this fall and winter, it’s
crucial tomake sure ourimmunityisthe
best it can be”

Ifyou'veneverbeenvaccinatedagainst
COVID-19, you can receive an updated
2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine at any
time. If you've been vaccinated against
COVID-19in the past, you can get your
updated 2023-2024 COVID-19 vaccine
as long as it’s been at least two months
since your most recent COVID-19
vaccine dose.

Coloradans can get COVID-19 and
flu vaccines for low or no cost through
their health insurance or a federal
vaccine program. Most insurance plans
cover both vaccines with no copay or
coinsurance. Ifyouhavehealthinsurance,
ask your regular health care provider or
local pharmacy if they have COVID-19
and flu vaccines and if they accept your
insurance. If your health insurance
plan does not cover these vaccines
completely at no cost to you, you are
consideredunderinsured. Underinsured
and uninsured Coloradans can go to a

provider enrolled in a federal vaccine
access program to get vaccinated at low
Or no cost.

Vaccines for Children providers have
low or no cost vaccines for uninsured,
underinsured, Medicaid-eligible or
Alaskan Native/American Indian
children aged 18 years and younger.
Children who are underinsured can
getlow or no cost vaccines at their local
public health agency, federally qualified
health center, or rural health center.

Bridge Access Program providershave
low and no cost updated COVID-19
vaccinesforuninsuredand underinsured
adults aged 18 years and older. This
includes most local public health
agencies, federally qualified health
centers, rural health centers, and safety
net clinics as well as Walgreensand CVS
pharmacy locations across the state.

Low-costfluvaccine providers,aswell
asadditionalinformationonfluvaccines,
can be found at fluvaxcolorado.org.

Coloradolawpreventsprovidersfrom
denying you a publicly funded vaccine
even if you dont have insurance, a
government-issued ID, a social security
number, or can't pay a fee. Learn more
aboutyour right to geta publicly funded
vaccine at low or no cost. You must still
meet certain requirements to qualify for
a publicly funded vaccine.

Recently, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention recommended three
new immunizations to prevent severe
illness caused by respiratory syncytial
virus(RSV). Recommendationsinclude
vaccination of adults ages 60 and older,
young infants, and those who are
pregnant. Talk with your health care
provider about your or your child’s risk
for severe RSV disease and potential
benefits of immunization, as well as if
your insurance currently covers it.

« In addition to getting vaccinated,
Coloradans can protect their loved
ones, the community, and our health
care system by:

Staying home when sick. Avoid
visiting or interacting with people who
may be at higher risk, including older
adults,youngchildren,andinfants. What
mightfeellikeamild cold for one person
can be very serious for another person.

o Getting tested. Most Coloradans
can get tested for COVID-19 through
their health care provider or a local
pharmacy. Coloradanscanalso find free
or low-cost tests at community testing
sites, participating retail pharmacies,
or order them online from the federal
government.

 Washing hands regularly with soap
and water or using an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer with atleast 60% alcohol.
Also, avoid touching your face with
unclean hands.

» Talking with a health care provider
about whether you might benefit from
COVID-19 or flu medicine if you do
become ill. If started early, COVID-19
medicine like Paxlovid and remdesivir
can prevent you from getting seriously
ill. For flu, antiviral medications, like
tamiflu, may be reccommended in some
cases, especially for people who are at
higher risk of serious complications.

For more information about
COVID-19 testing, vaccines, and
treatments, visit cdphe.colorado.gov/
covid-19.

The Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment (CDPHE)
monitors respiratory viruses, including
COVID-19, flu, and RSV, statewide.
Since early August, Colorado has seen
an increase in COVID-19, similar
to the country overall, as seen in our
hospitalizations. Hospitalizationsdueto
COVID-19remainlow. Hospitalizations
forfluand RSV typicallystarttoincrease
in October and can peak anytime
between then and February before
dropping off in the spring. To stay
informed, visit the department’s online
data dashboard. The department’s
Colorado Viral Respiratory Diseases
Data Dashboard, which tracks flu and
RSV numbers in the state, starts Oct. 11
and is updated weekly on Wednesdays
by 4 p.m.
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

Medicare doesn't pay for dental care.’ When you're
As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase

individual insurance.

comparing plans ...

» Look for coverage that

. helps pay for major services,
Early detection can prevent small
problems from becoming expensive ones.

The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year.

» Look for coverage
with no deductibles.

» Shop for coverage
with no annual maximum

Previous dental work can wear out. b ddr sl

Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.?
Simply put — without

Treatment is expensive — especially the dental insurance, there

services people over 50 often need. may be an important
Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1,219 for a crown® 92p in your healthcare
can be a real burden, especially if you're on a fixed income. coverage.

1" Medicars § You” Centers lor Medicare & Medicaid Services. 2021, 2 “How might my oral and dental health change a5 | ageT, ww, usnews.com, 1302018,
3 Amarican Denlal Assoclation, Heaith Policy Institule. 2008 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyrighl 2018, Amencan Dental Association

DENTAL Insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
&2

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-855-965-3478

Dental50Plus.health/Mvjrnl

Inchudes the Participating (GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider, Product nol available in all states, Acceplance quarantead for
one insurance policy/certiticate of this type. Contact us for compbele details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available
in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer, Certificate C2500 (ID; C250E; PA: C2500); insurance Policy FIS0 (GA: PISOGA; NY;
PISONY; OK: PESOOK; TH: PISOTN). Rider kinds B438, B439 (GA: B439E)

&247-0121
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Colorado to source up to 10 wolves from Oregon
this winter for reintroduction efforts

By CHASE WOODRUFF
Colorado Newsline

Colorado wildlife officials have
cleared one of the last and largest
hurdles to the state’s efforts to begin
the reintroduction of gray wolves
on the Western Slope by the end of
this year.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife said
Friday that it had reached a one-
year agreement with the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife to
receiveupto 10 wolvesfromthatstate
beginning in December, just ahead
of a deadline set by Proposition
114, the wolf reintroduction ballot
measure passed by Colorado voters
in 2020.

“Weare deeply grateful for Oregon’s
partnership in this endeavor, and we
are now one step closer to fulfilling the
will of the voters in time,” Gov. Jared
Polis said in a press release.

CPW officials plan to capture up
to roughly 15 wolves this winter and
transportthemto Colorado for release
within a large region centered on
Glenwood Canyon. The agreement
with Oregon ends the uncertainty
over where the first of those wolves
will come from, and whether the
state would be able to put “paws on
the ground” before the statutory Dec.
31 deadline.

Officials in states including
Wyoming, Montana and Idaho —
where ranchingand huntinginterests
have fueled a conservative backlash
to wolf reintroduction programs
begun in the 1990s — have pointedly
declined to assist Colorado’s efforts.
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Wildlife officials in Washington,
another possible source, expressed
openness to assisting Colorado but
said it was unlikely they could meet
the Dec. 31 deadline.

Under the agreement, Oregon
wildlife officials will share information
aboutwolflocationsand best practices
for capture, with CPW staff and
private contractors responsible for
the capture operations themselves
and all associated costs.

In addition to screening wolves for
disease and other health problems,
“CPW will make efforts to transplant
wolves that have not been involved in
repeated depredations,” the agency
said. While the majority of wolves
don’t routinely prey on livestock
herds, the specter of “problem
wolves” thatbecome habituated to the
behavior has been cited as a concern
by ranchers and state lawmakers
who have remained skeptical of
reintroduction.

Another key hurdle for the state’s
efforts was cleared last month,
when federal officials approved an
exemption that will allow wolves that
threatenlivestocktobekilledin certain
circumstances, which the Endangered
Species Actwould otherwise prohibit.
Proposition 114 requires the state to
provide compensation to agricultural .
producers for confirmed wolf A pair of wolves.
depredations of livestock. the winter monthsbetween December

Colorados 11-member Parks and and March, repeating the process for
Wildlife Commission finalized thewolf the next two to four years until a stable
reintroduction plan in a unanimous population is established.
votein May. CPW staffplantocapture, ~ “The wolves will be released at
transportandrelease 10to 15wolvesin select sites in Colorado as soon
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as possible once they arrive in the
state to minimize stress on the
animals,” Eric Odell, CPW’s wolf
conservation program manager,
said in a statement. “CPW will
aim to capture and reintroduce an
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equal number of males and females.
We anticipate that the majority of
animals willbein the 1- to 5-year-old
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Now is the time for SLV fall color drives and hikes

The Silver Thread Scenic Byway includes bursts of fall colors for people to see at Slumgullion Pass.

By JOHN WATERS

COSTILLA COUNTY — The
plan to construct three wildlife
corridors near Fort Garland in
Costilla County by the Colorado
Department of Transportation has
been postponed until next year. In
May, the department had expected
construction would begin in July
or August.

The wildlife corridors will allow
animalstosafely crossunder theroad
in new tunnels and thereby avoid the
possibility of being hit by motorists.

Each year in Colorado, there are
over 4,100 large wildlife fatalities
from vehicles hitting them on roads.

To reduce the number of these
fatalities, the Colorado Department

Photo courtesy of Colorado Department of Transportatlon

Beginning this summer, the Colorado Department of Transportation
will enlarge three existing underpasses along Highway 160 in Costilla
County to afford safe passage to wildlife.

Highway 160 wildlife
corridor in Costilla will

hibernate until next year

of Transportation (CDOT) has
built numerous wildlife mitigation
corridors throughout the state and
will construct the conduits along a
seven-mile stretch of Highway 160,
just east of Fort Garland.

CDOT wildlife biologist Mark
Lawler recently told the Valley
Courier, “On my end of the project,
we are consistent with what we had
discussed before [In May of 2023]
we are still planning on installing
three crossing structures and all the
accouterments that go with that, such
as the escape ramps, and deer guards.
Wewillimprove the turn at Trinchera
Ranch.

“Thelatestdevelopmentisfiguring

Please see WILDLIFE on Page 3

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

SAN LUIS VALLEY — The fall colors
high up along the San Juan Mountains are
almostat peak for the2023 season, making
this the perfect time to get out and enjoy
the changing of the seasons.

Snow recently fell along the higher
elevations. Now, travelers can see the
beautiful Aspen trees changing and can
experience the first coating of snow in
the mountains.

As always while venturing out into the
Colorado back country it is always best to
be prepared. Pack and dress for inclement
weatherand unpredictablesituations. The
following suggested drives and hikes are
easy and along maintained road systems
throughout the western end of the San
Luis Valley.

Peopleseekingadrivethroughbeautiful
andbreath-takingfall foliage whiletakinga
trip back in time can visit the Summitville
Mining District located south of South
Fork. Travelers can take Highway 160 west
out of South Fork along the beginning of
Wolf Creek Passs for seven miles before
making a left-hand turn onto Park Creek
Road 330.

The road heading to Summitville

LR | 3 L
Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

is a maintained dirt road that is easily
accessible by most vehicles. There are
some steep inclines and caution is urged
as logging and mining trucks can be
met along the drive. Forests of pine and
Aspen trees line the road with several
areas to pull off and take photos. At the
top of Summitville and the site of the
old mining district, there are restrooms,
interpretive locations and signs, and old
mining buildings nestled against autumn
backgroundsthatcan make for the perfect
fall day to enjoy with the family.

For people wanting to stay on a
more-traveled path, the Silver Thread
Scenic Byway can be the way to go. This
amazing road leads travelers through
someof Colorados oldest mining districts,
including Creede, Slumgullion Pass, and
Lake City. Travelers will need to turn right
onto Highway 149 out of South Fork and
follow the highway through each township.
The road is well marked and has several
opportunities to pull off and take in the
scenery.

Onceagain travelingup Wolf Creek Pass
outside of South Fork, adventurerslooking
to explore or perhaps wet their fishing

Please see COLORS on Page 2

Del Norte sets the stage for
2023 Scarecrow Bash

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — The Del Norte
Chamber of Commerce has started
its annual Scarecrow Bash, and the
town will soon turn into an autumn
wonderland filled with fall-themed
displays and spooky delights for
people to view.

The annual event started several
years ago and has brought a fun and
interactive community event to the
area. Local businesses and residents
participate every year and the prize
for the winners just gets better and
better each year.

According to the Del Norte
Chamber of Commerce, the annual
event is looked forward to by several
local businesses and travelers who
come to the area to enjoy the event’s
fall flair.

“You help brighten up the streets

To participate, sign up at www.
Please see BASH on Page 8 the contest.

Courtesy photo
and celebrate a beautiful time of year Theannual DelNorte Scarecrow Bashis underwaybut thereis still time for
inDel Norte;” chamber officialsstated. people to participate and possibly win prizes. Businesses and residents of

Del Norte are invited to decorate for the fall and spooky season and enter

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October was first proclaimed as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month in 1989. Since then, October
has been a time to acknowledge
domestic violence survivors and those
who have passed, and to be a voice
for those who may be experiencing
it. Domestic violence is prevalent in
every community,andaffectsall people
regardless of age, socio-economic
status, sexual orientation, gender, race,
religion, or nationality.

Every October, Tu Casa, Inc. joins

with its partners, supporters, and
allies across the country to recognize
Domestic Violence Awareness Month
(DVAM). During2022, Tu Casaserved
239 individuals and answered 414
crisis calls.

TuCasa, Inc.encourageseveryoneto
get involved and help raise awareness
about domestic violence. We have
seen the power each and every one
of us have in making a difference
by bringing awareness to domestic
violence. The color purple has been

nationally recognized as the symbolic
color to show support for those who
have experienced domestic violence
and let them know that help is available
for themselves and their families. Tu
Casa, Inc. hopes to spread awareness
this October by asking staff and the
community to wear purple every
Thursday in the month. We also
encourage you to ask co-workers,
friends, and family members to join

Tu Casa, Inc. in this month’s activities
Please see MONTH on Page 9
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Now is the time to go outside and enjoy the fall colors in the San Luis Valley. There are many places to see thefall
foliage as it peaks this weekend — Oct. 7-8. Big Meadows Reservoir is just one of the many place where people
can visit in the Valley to view the changing seasons.

Summitville offers travelers breath-taking views of the fall follage

COLORS

Continued from Page 1

line while out for a day of fall colors,
can head to Big Meadows Reservoir.
Travelers will go 12 miles up Highway
160 and turn right onto Forest Service
Road 410. This short drive can bring
some of the best results as those headed
totheareawillfollowalongacreektothe
reservoir and then hike along the many

marked trails along the lake shores to
view fall foliage.

After leaving Big Meadows, people
still seeking fall colors can continue
on Highway 160 heading west up
Wolf Creek Pass. This drive will bring
adventurers to several places where
they can pull off safely and enjoy some
high-countryscenery. Atthe bottom of
the pass on the west side, travelers are
urged to stop at Treasure Falls which
offers a short, intermediate hike up the
base of the waterfall and to a beautiful
place to take fall photos.

No matter where travelers head out
this weekend, the fall colors will be
in full swing and will offer plenty of
opportunities to see the foliage. For
more information or alist of suggested
fall drives, visit www.southfork.org.

GET YOUR FLU SHOT!

RI0 GRANDE PUBLIC HEALTH (RGPH) WILL BE
OFFERING FLU SHOT CLINICS THIS OCTOBER 2023.
THESE CLINICS WILL PROVIDE BOTH REGULAR AND

HIGH DOSE FLU SHOTS. RGPH CAN BILL SEVERAL
INSURANCES INCLUDING MEDICARE. CASH PAY
WILL BE $60.00 FOR HIGH DOSE FLU SHOTS AND
§25.00 FOR REGULAR FLU SHOTS.

THEY WILL BE LOCATED AT THE
FOLLOWING DAYS/TIMES:

4 THURSDAY 10-12-23 from 3-6 PM
DEL NORTE ANNEX 925 6th ST ON

4 THURSDAY 10-19-23 from 3-6 PM
MV SCHOOL CENTRAL AUDITORIUM 545 2nd ST MV

4 THURSDAY 10-26-23 from 3-6 PM
SARGENT SCHOOL ELEMENTARY 6YM 7090 NCTY RD 2ZEMV

A For information call
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TEN REASONS TO CHOOSE A
PUBLIC HEALTH CAREER AT
RIO GRANDE PUBLIC HEALTH

Ice Hunters Bulk Ice and Water
www.ice-hunters.com

556
=]
418 Main St - Riamosa, C0 81101
79 N BroadWay - Monte Vista, CO 81144
120 Spruce §t - Del Norie, CO 81132

Affordable Teeth In Just One Day...
We Make It Possible With Dental Implants

Replace all your failing and missing teeth, Throw away your bad dentures. Get a complete set of new teeth in one day

Dr.Thornell and his
team are the best in the
dental field. Your dental
implants have given me
my smile back!! Great
customer service start
to finish. Thank you for
everything you have
done for me! BJK

+100% Financing — 12-24 months,
Nothing Down. No Payments, No Interest

OR CHOOSE:

I
+ Low Payments — with upto 12 years to
pay with atractve fixed inerestrates. | evaluation and 3D image.

+ Instant Approval

+ No Early Prepayment Penalty

*Payment plans with approved credit | IR

Dr.Thornell and his staff are so
awesome! They are caring and
very professional. | now have full
mouth implants and | love my new
teeth!! This is life changing for me!
Thank you Dr. Thornell. RH

Payment Plans or Every Budget 1 ' No Cost Con sultatlon

Know what’s

Includes preliminary

500 Value

Offer expires: 7-31-2023

possible for you!

{ Smplant
—Center

35 years implant and
oral surgery experience

e e o e e e s e e  P@GOSadentalimplantcenter.com

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E ¢« Located above Higher Grounds Coffee « 970-444-1298

= Thornell
DDS, ABOI,
MAGD, DICO!
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WILDLIFE c..cuccvomese -

out how long a contractor needs to be
out there and how we can schedule
that to have the fewest traffic impacts”
Lawler said the actual construction
start dates are determined by the
engineering side. “Whether it is
worthwhile to start now or wait, we
had always planned on fall. We need to
look at if that is a great use of resources
and mobilization and time just to have
a few months out there;” Lawler said.
Lisa Ann Schwantes, regional
communicationsmanager with CDOT
told the Valley Courier in an email,
“The Ft. Garland wildlife mitigation
project has a new timeline with
the project tentatively going out to
bid at the end of November and
breaking ground next spring. CDOT’s
initial construction phasing schedule
indicated that the project could take
two to three seasons to complete.
CDOT’s planning and engineering
teams have now developed a method
of advertising the project to solicit bids
from contractors which willincentivize
themtodevelop constructionschedules
that reduce the overall duration of the
project, therebyreducing traffic-related
impacts to motorists. The unique bid
solicitation will greatly benefit the
state and its travelers on the corridor
by potentially shortening the project’s
duration, shortening trafficdisruptions
and ultimately saving money”’
According to Lawler, the project will
beginatmilepost258.3 on Highway 160
and will consist of an 8-foot high fence
that will funnel wildlife to three yet-
to-be-constructed game underpasses
that will be beneath the road where the
animals will safely pass. Theywillbe 13-
feet tall, 26-feet wide, and 70-feet long.
The wildlife corridors will also
include escape ramps that will allow
animals tojump out of the fenced areaif
theyare unable to find the underpasses.
Therewillbe four of these escaperoutes

BECAUSE

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$525 OFF
719-626-4236

GET A FREE INSPECTION

“Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to & max of $525, Coupon must be presented
at time of iInspection. Offier may not be combined with any other offér. Limit one per
custamer, Ask inspecior for further detalls. Promo valid through 10/31/20323,

per mile along the corridor.

“As a wildlife biologist, I look at ways
we can reduce the barrier created by
ourroadsandincrease the permeability
to wildlife and connect habitats.
Ultimately, as part of CDOT, I want to
reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions and
provide motorists with safer highways,”
said Lawler.

Most of the wildlife-vehicle fatalities
intheareaare mule deerand elk,added
Lawler.

Elsewhere in Colorado, these
structures have dramatically reduced
wildlife mortality by as much as 80-90
percent.

Construction will require the use of
flaggers to assist with traffic control,
and motorists can expect standard
construction delays.

“The scope of the project has stayed
consistent. The plans have been
developed; in terms of design, we
are at about 90% if not 100%. We are
pretty wrapped up; we are trying to
look at some kind of innovative ways
to encourage a contractor to cause the
leasttrafficconflictsout there. Therewill
be some alternating lane closures. We
want to minimize the traffic impacts,”
said Lawler.

The $12 million project is funded.
Theproject “ishappening, wearelargely
finished with design, environmental
and utility right of way work. This
project is coming,” says Lawler.

According to the CDOT, while
some collisions may be unavoidable,
motorists can reduce the likelihood
of an accident by taking the following
precautions:

Slow Down! Driving more slowly
increasesreaction timeand reduces the
chance of a collision.

Stay Alert while driving at dusk and
dawn. This is when many of Colorado’s
wildlifeare the mostactiveandarelikely
to be crossing roadways.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
CRAWL SPACE REPAIR
CONCRETE LIFTING

Croundworks

Foundatinn Sakutions Crafied with Pride

]
P88, Angi .;-%g

indgen

PORTABLE OXYGEN
FOR YOUR ON-THE-GO
LIFESTYLE

Call us toll-free at

1-719-490-4844

CLAIM YOUR

14 Wi DAY I:.
RISK-FREE
TRIAL'

risk-free traal- Retuen within 30 days of
purchose for o full refund of purchaie price.

L 4 PM230469 EN_ £X_LISA
- Ric Ovrly 0 2023 Inogen, Ing.

p— { q 301 Coramar Dyive, Goleta, CA 93117
' k Inogen® is @ trademark of inogen,
v ‘ .I ‘
i =
-
v
J Tl |
Consumer Cellular

EXACT SAME
COVERAGE UP T0
HALF THE COST.

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT

1007 U.S. BASED
CUSTOMER
SUPPORT

All of our support
teams are just a
call or click away.

We've been ranked "#1 in
L ustomer »>ervice among
I'l;I". |||'Ie_'-..'-, I"-,,[ll]l_' ""l.lll'l. N ) s

LT

'Yy

14 Times in a Re

844-4359-2467

£ 2023 Consumer Cellular lne. Terms and Conditions subject to change, Half the cost savings based on cost ol
Consumer Cellulur’s single-line, 5GI data plan with anlimited talk and text compared to lowest cost. single-line
post-paid onlimited talk, text and data plans offered by T-Mobile and Verizon, May 2023,
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-Wide Classified [

SeII yourjhousehold
itemsifor/FREE"
Total valuelof{items
mustjbel$ 50/or]less:
S ERIBEOTS

e
CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES 4
ANNOUNCEMENTS MERCHANDISE ANIMALS A D E A D L I N E
01 TICKETS 53 LAWN & GARDEN 45 ANIMAL BREEDING 15 Words or less for 4 weeks: -4 publications
02 CARD OF THANKS 24 GARAGE SALES jg ﬁg%TSUE%E&F8§T$EgT $19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
03 MEMORIALS 25 AUCTIONS .
04 LOST & FOUND 58 ANTIQUES 48 PETS & SUPPLIES Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week ThurSday 5:00 pm
05 NOTICES/BAZAARS 27 APPLIANCES 49 ANIMAL CARE $12 + 35¢ each additional word.
06 PERSONALS 28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS 50 LIVESTOCK Free ads: Lost & Found « Non Commercial items Sold
7 HIELP WANTED B oM. 5T BOATS & EQUIPMENT for $50 orless - Any Item or Animal being given away, Call 719-852-3531
08 WORK WANTED PUTERS 52 CAMPING EQUIPMENT (Limited toprivateparty only, 2adsperperson 4weeks) | or amajl: rheutler@valleypublishinginc.com
09 EMPLOYMENT 31 HEALTH 53 TRAILERS Convenient ad placement:
SERVICES 32 FUEL & HEATING 54 SNOWMOBILES/ATV’S To place yourad in person come to the office at 835 First
FOR RENT 33 BUILDING MATERIALS 55 R.V.’SICAMPERS Ave.inMonteVista, orcall(719)852-3531. Business hours
10 APARTMENTS 34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT géNét\JlS(ﬂ\]t\ELSS OPPORTUNITY are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You
11 ROOMS 35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email
12 HOUSES 36 MISCELLANEOUS 7 INVESTMENTS at montevistaclass@gmail.com Easy Payment Optlons
13 MOBILE HOMES 37 WANTED . W Vi Master C d
14 BUSINESS PROPERTY 38 MACHINERY, TOOLS ~ 58 MOTORCYCLES Check your ad the first day: . . e accept Visa, Master Car
15 WANTED TO RENT & EQUIPMENT 59 VEHICLES WANTED To ensure your adis correct, check it t.he first day it ap- American EXpI‘ESS, DIS(OVEI‘,
16 VACATION 39 SPORTING GOODS 60 CLASSIC CARS pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad,'caII us
REAL ESTATE 40 AUTO PARTS 61 4X4'S rightaway so we can correctit.Ifan errorappearsinyour ChECkS, Money Orders & Cash
17 REAL ESTATE FARMER MARKET 62 VANS ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional
18 LOTS & ACREAGE 41 FARM EQUIPMENT 63 TRUCKS day of advertising.
;g Eﬁ%’:fqgé\g%@é%y ig EEEEA%S%EBCTS g‘éé\lﬁ%%%FOR SALE Our ad policy:Valley Publishing acceptsall classified
21 MOBILE HOMES 44 FARM SERVICES 65 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES  2dvertising except that which it deems objectionable o VISA | |5 corss| |EEZ
55 PROPERTY WANTED 66 CHILD CARE o its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be . -m
\ given for early ad cancellation. 97 y
05 Notices

Invitation To Bid: Baseball Field
Spectator Fencing Upper Rio
Grande School District. Bids are
being sought for a fencing project
at the Baseball Field located on the
Upper Rio Grande School District
property in Del Norte, Colorado.
The fence will be 261 linear feet, 8
ft. tall with black vinyl slats, sched-
ule 40 piping, 9 gage wire, with
two six foot gates. Please contact
Adelmo Trujillo at (719) 657 - 4040
for more information and specifi-
cations of the project. Bids will be
accepted through October 12, 2023.
(10/25)

WE BUY ANTLER: Use code
“ELK18” and you will get $18/1b

BI.IILDING CDRP‘

+Track building project status

for Elk Grade A z?nd $13/1b for +View building progress photos a FREE COHSUItatIOH.

Deer Grade A. 5 miles west of Del . Alamosa CO

Norte on Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 + Make electronic payments '

(TFN) « Reference construction documents 71 9_ 589_21 1 2

For information on meetings for

ALANON NARCOTICS ANON- =

YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS

ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa. ]\i(c)ARII\ElIQI\IFIE(()gIBIE\%RN 800-37.3-.55 50

org or call 719-937-5083. ClearyBuilding.com 3

cceary WINTER BUILD SALE

* Our exclusive My Cleary Bmldmg app is now available!

My Cleary Building allows new dients to:

Sto in or contact us for

Regular Classified Ad Deadline-Thursday 5 p.m.

VWINTER WORK!

Full & Part-Time//Holicdaw Positicorn=s:
vVFinter Seasonal: Nowvemibhhaer - April
AlLL POSITIOMNS OFFER SKITRG PRIWVILEGES
E A STARTIMNG WAGE OF S18/HOLUR
NTerit imncreases based on
Performantce B expaerierrce

Lift Department
Food & Beverage
Eakers
Ski School
BEase Opeaeration=s
Retail
Ticket OTTice
Snovey Remowal
SroorTiimnog
Custodcdial Euilding
NMaintenanoce
Ski FPatrol
Onsite Call Center/fCustomenr
Service
Appprfications art
VwolfCreekSki.comiertiployrrrent
Sand appelication=s and reswuMmas To:
VviVolfCTreskSkicgdWwolfCreock Ski.corm

PO Box 28200
Pagosa Spring=s. CO 81147

WOLF CREEK
A A THE MOST SNOW IN COLORADO'

assified Ad

15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications
FPO° 4 O5¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 words or less for 1 week
12 + 35¢ each additional word.

Free ads: Lost & Found * Non Commercial items Sold for $50 or less ® Any Item or Animal

being given away. (Private party only) Call 719-852-3531 for details.

Name:

Address:

City:

Check One

A& O o

State:

Card#:

Expiration Date:

Mail with check or money order to:
Valley Publishing Classifieds, P.O. Box 607, Monte Vista, CO 81144

Or drop by at 835 First Avenue
All Classified Advertising

Price:
Start Date:
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PART-TIME SALES

Valley Publishing has
an immediate need in
advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience
is appreciated but will train.
Email resume to General
Manager Brian Williams at
bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

07 Help Wanted

Interventionist needed at Del
Norte Elementary School. We
are seeking a hardworking and
enthusiastic teaching professional
to join our dynamic, vibrant and
fun-loving team. Applicants must
have a Colorado Teaching License.
Please submit your application,
resume and cover letter to: Amy
Duda, Principal at aduda@urtigers.
co or contact Amy at 719-657-4050.
Applications can be picked up at the
District Office or online at: urtigers.
co. (10/25)

Instructional Coach needed at Del
Norte Jr/Sr High School. Candi-
date should be proficient in all areas
of teaching and learning with an
emphasis on professional practice
and the teaching and learning cycle.
The coach will be responsible for
consulting with and supporting
the instructional teaching staff in
using resources that impact student
learning. The coach will provide
support and professional learning
to instructional staff as needed.
Applicants must have a bachelor’s
degree or higher and possess or be
able to obtain a Colorado Teaching
License. Please submit your appli-
cation, resume, and cover letter to
Annie Hardy, Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co. (10/25)

The Upper Rio Grande School
District has received a grant for a
full time Jr./Sr. High School Coun-
selor - for the next 3 years, starting
in the 2023-2024 school year. Appli-
cants must have a Master’s Degree
or higher and possess or be able
to obtain an appropriate Colorado
school counselor license. Please

VALLEY PUBLISHING SEEKS
MMEDIATELY

For Center and Saguache
areas. Writing and
photography experience
necessary. Send resume,
writing and photography
samples to Valley
Publishing Inc., P.O. Box
607, Monte Vista, CO
81144 or email bwilliams@
valleypublishinginc.com

DISCLAIMER

Please read your ad on the first day
of publication. If there are mistakes
notify us IMMEDIATELY . We will
make changes for errors and adjust
your credit but only if we receive
notice on the first day the ad is
published. We limit our liability to
you in this way and we do not accept
liability for any other damages
which may result from an error or
omission in an ad. All ad copy must
be approved by the newspaper which
reserves the right to request changes,
reject or properly classify an ad. The
advertiser and not the newspaper is
responsible for the truthful content
of the ad. All classified advertising

REPORTER

must be pre-paid.

submit your application, resume,
and cover letter to: Annie Hardy,
Del Norte Jr./Sr. High Principal at
ahardy@urtigers.co or contact Mrs.
Hardy at 719-657-4020. Applica-
tions for certified staff positions
can be picked up at the District
Office or online at www.urtigers.
co. (10/25)

Substitutes Teachers needed at the
Upper Rio Grande School District
in Del Norte! Call or email: Sophia
at 719-657-4040, x4000 (scruz@
urtigers.co) for more information,
go on-line: urtigers.co, or stop by
the district office at: 950 French
Street, Del Norte, CO to pick up an
application. You do not have to hold
a college degree or be a certified
teacher to substitute; however, you
must be a high school graduate and
have a substitute license from CDE
(Colorado Department of Educa-
tion). (10/25)

Del Norte Bank is seeking to fill a

full-time position for Teller in the
Del Norte Branch. Duties will be to
accept deposits, loan payments and
process withdrawals while main-
taining a balanced cash drawer.
Must be personable and pleasant
answering the phone and greeting
customers. Many other duties will
be assigned as needed. The posi-
tion is permanent, full-time, M - F,
8am - 5pm with a robust benefits
package. Application available at
TrueLocalBank.com/careers or in-
quire at 705 Grand Ave, Del Norte
or call 719-657-3376 and ask for
Dawn. EOE. (10-11)

10 Apartments
Apt. for Lease in Del Norte. Lg.
2 bedroom, 1 bath. Adults only,
Non-smoker, No pets. All utilities
incl. $900. mo., $900. deposit. 1 year
Lease. Available Oct. 1st. 719-850-
2738 (10-18)

12 Houses for Rent

MOUNTAIN

VALLEY
TRANSIT

FREE TRANSIT SERVICES
throughout the rural communities
of the San Luis Valley

Creede to Alamosa |

&&%L?}Z% ,

TY710:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.”

ROUTES ALREADY IN SERVICE:

Saguache to Alamosa | Saguache to Salida

New route from Antonito to Alamosa launching this fall.

Cﬁec 1 .1 U

658-2848
121 N. Main
Creede

Fastest Growing
Dealer In Colorado

PUEBL O
2828 Highway 50 WestPueblo, CO 81008 = AlpineFord com

Servic

HOLY

An enchanting
| Collection of Cabin
A Decor, Colorado
Pottery, Quilts,
Linens & Specialty
Foodp

It’s Worth

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main ® 658- 2848 Creede
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valieywide_Glassifieds

Beautiful stucco home for rent:
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 car
garage. Available now. Please call
719-850-2027. (11-1)

numerous out buildings on 8 Mile
Road. Ready to farm 2023 season.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770. (TFN)

OWNER FINANCED!! Price to sell
$895,000.00. Call Bruce at Steffens
& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

House for rent in Saguache. Three
Bedrooms. Two Baths. One-car
garage. $1,225/month. Water in-
cluded. No smoking. Text: 303-
905-8240.

14 Business
Properties For Rent

Freshly painted professional of-
fice or residential space located
in a quiet four-plex in Del Norte.
Approximately 700 sq ft with a
spacious living room, separate of-
fice or bedroom, kitchen area with
newer appliances, and 3/4 bath.
$800/month, inclusive of water and
sewer, and a small storage shed.
No pets. Please call 719-850-0750.
(10/25)

17 Real Estate For

Sale
FARM FORSATE in Waverly Area
Sub-district #6, 1 Y2 center pivots
in grass and alfalfa, large hay shed,
2 bedroom home, 3 steel grainers,

B F

35-80+ acres parcels with good
grass on County Line Road north
of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and
ready to build on. Perfect location
between Alamosa and Monte Vista.
Call Bruce at Steffens & Company
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TEN)

35-80+ acre parcels on San Fran-
cisco Creek south of Del Norte.
Very private, views, 3 miles from
town, electric and phone. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Re-
alty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TFN)

40 Acres 5 miles west of Monte
Vista on Lariat Road with power,
phone and year around access on
county road. $60,000. Call Bruce
Steffens 719-580-0770 at Steffens &
Company Realty Inc. (TFN)

FOR SALE: Beautiful 3,280 sq. ft.,
3 bath, 3 bedroom, large kitchen
and 2 living room with mountain
setting, separate 2-3 car garage
with nice apartment upstairs, large
horse barn, chicken house and

FOR SALE: 35 shares of Santa
Maria Reservoir Water. Call Bruce
at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc
719-580-0770. (TFN)

23 Lawn and Garden

Kenmore Snowblower, Model
247.881900, Serial 11186B10071,
pull or electric start. $400 obo. call
George: 719-657-0756 (11-1)

Sprinkler repair. Done at reason-
able rates. Quick Service. Call
anytime, weekdays, weekends,
evenings. 719-580-0033 or 719-
376-2593. TEN

27 Appliances

Kenmore Freezer, 10 cu ft with
lock, Model 253.8291080, Serial
$910297892, Mfg 10/89. $200 obo.
call George: 719-657-0756 (11-1)

32 Fuel & Heating
NEED FIREWOOD? Call Elam at
Cozy Glo LLC. 719-480-5047. $190
per cord. Delivery available. TEN

Full or Part
Tlme starting
$15 hr. k

plus tips!
‘Goc gI

A #

Customer Reviews

“Best plzza

in Colorado!
Great service

MOUNTAIN PIZZA and beer is

cold!”

=03 TAPROOM e

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and
our Veterans always receive 20% off!
3048= Highway 160, South Fork

~ LaurieH.,
Google Reviews

Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

EasY Online To-Go Orders:
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com

anlinasivaliey

nhealReallEsiaie)

12 Commercial acres
in South Fork
Shoshone Trail
Flat, rectangular parcel
with easy, paved access [ o]

off Hwy 160. This
parcel is zoned com-
mercial/light industrial
and is located 4 miles

Steffens &
Gompany Realty

5042 E. County Road 1 S.
Monte Vista
This gorgeous brick home sits
on 5 acres just East of Monte
Vista. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
PLUS a large office and an
INCREDIBLE shop. Scan the
QR code below Dee’s Picture
and check out this listing in her |48
blog for 3D interior scans of the [

East of South Fork near = home and shop plus a video and { *3 .
Holiday RV and Brooke 7 1 9-8 7 3 = 5 60 5 drone tour, This home features 3 GHNID) 3 GO N V- OF
Stone. TRD Shoshona Trail adomestic well and a fenced [}
MLS BD sho |
#774884 acre with a lean-to for horses. Q
$550,000 30635 US HWY 1 60 MLS#806831 $550,000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Real
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com P

(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

South Fork

| dee@steffenscorealty.com

B RineyDrve. o Dee-formerlyknownas || [ 345kaberive 0N
ING AVAIIfLABLE are Diane Chapman - Local low Park Ranch - this
- this beautiful lot is a ) L H Broker. Licensed four-bedroom, three-
“mi detailed e uxury iome -
e o e i inher ¥ in 2011, Dee knows the area BN o
Grande Club and Resort blog. E and knows local real estate. and has incredible
in Soutg Flodrk.h Flzlit aﬁld views of the San Juan
easy to build, this lot has . : mountains. Newl
U 3D Virtual Tourss Prompt, Easy Communication renovated. this home

water, sewer, electr1c1t¥l
landline phone and hig
speed internet at the
lot line. MLS#794077.
$56,000

Dee Plucinski Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

is a must-see for those

Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photo%rapher
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

looking for privacy, a - -
live, year-round creek with trout, and hlke out access to public lands from a
secure, gated community. MLS #807635. $968,500

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

654 Vail Pass Road - 682 Bear Creek
South Fork Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural Circle South Fork
THE BEST VALUE IN Mountain Lots Available This luxurious
SOUTH FORK! This 3 West of Antonito in the tain h
bedroom 1 bath home sits Conejos Canyon OWNER mountain home
on 1 acre and has a well FINANCING AVAILABLE has 4 bedrooms, 3.5
and septic. Its a stick-built $950,000 home on 35 acres bathrooms and sits
home, not a modular or located on lot #2 on 15.6 acres in the
mobile home. Scan the $85,000 (6 acre lots) gated community
QR code - this one has an $200,000 (17.5 acre lots) of Bear Creek
interior 3D scan, video tour $400,000 (35 acre lots) in South Fork.
and lti/llfsr:: ggfgﬂt()d $950,000 (35 acres with home) | - Perfect for horses!
. . MLS#806411
$199,900 Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty $1.425.000

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty

‘Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

4100 Wilderness

3023 Bear Canyon Road - 5299 County
Creek Circle Mountain Luxury at Road 12 8.
Mountain the end of the road, Alamosa
cabin on 20 secluded and private, 160 acres cur-
acres bordering this gorgeous, bright, rentllty af)lamted . -3
National Forest energy-efficient in alfalfa with
in gated Bear home sits on 42 g c}elnter Plf‘;(}’lt WATER
Creek. Fully acres bordering the shares of the
furnished - % National Forestg with Common- RI GH TS
paved driveway. views of the Natural wealth Ditch, |
4 bedrooms Arch. Ghost Mine » v and usle of the
2.5 bathrooms. — Ranch, near Del Norte. Rlde or hlke out for hundreds of mlles, right from Cﬁféfs arfég'
MLS#803394 |1 © your backyard. Gated community with minimal covenants. $899.000 $100,000

Dee Plucinski Steffens & CO Realty

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 dee@steffenscorealty com

Dee Plucinski « Steffens & CO. Realty
(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com

(719) 873-5605 « dee@steffenscorealty.com
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vaeywice Classifieds

Lump Coal and Anthracite Hard
Coal available. Supplement your
wood heating with “lump coal”.
Burns more consistently & lasts lon-
ger so you can do more of what you
want & less time carrying wood.
719-849-8261 (3-1)

36 Miscellaneous
For Sale: New 9,000 Ib car-lift,
matching fridge and stove, and a
new baseboard trim. 719-850-2027
(11-1)

Cash for quality non-fiction books
and LP records. Jeff 720-315-9145
(TEN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here.
Call For Options and Prices. We

Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500

STEEL STORAGE CONTAINERS
— Sales, Rentals & Modifications!
Containers are water & rodent
proof. 8 wide, 8’-53” in length. Call
for more information and pricing.
Healdworks, Inc. - Your Total
Storage Solution! 719-850-0346

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and
Smaller, We Stock Inverters,
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback,
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More.
Custom Cables and PV Wire. Bon-
trager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. CR 3E

Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. TFN

39 Sporting Goods
Free 11-foot trampoline frame
bed and netting. Too old to use.
First to haul it off gets it. 719-852-
2242.(11-1)

48 Pets and Supplies
Welsh Corgi/Lab mix puppies.
Very cute! Won't get very big. UTD
on vaccinations. $100. 719-588-
3687.(10-11)

65 Professional

Services
RELIABLE RPENTRY 40-plus

years-experience in carpentry,
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-

ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free
Estimates 719-496-7630. (TFN)

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Servic-
es: Window washing and pressure
washing services — Free estimates
719-588-2820 (TFN)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all
types of plumbing repairs and
plumbing remodels at reasonable
rates. Quick service. Call anytime,
available weekends and evenings.
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593.
TFN

Need beautiful window blinds at
the best prices? Call THE BLIND
GUY at 970-799-0388 for a free
estimate. (TFN)

GOT CLUTTER?
CLEAN UP WITH
THE CLASSIFIEDS.

You’ll find yourself
with money in your
pocket and room in

your garage when Xou
sell your'stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds.

Advertise in our SPECIAL
GARAGE SALE SECTION of
SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY T2 per week

(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

Call Today!
719-852-3531

You Found It! Home Sweet
Home, Finely Crafted,
Ranch Style 2,109 square
foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor
plan home with detached 4
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large
master bedroom bath with
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open
Kitchen, dining area with eat

in counter, living area with . i~
cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burnin,
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natural
light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy
our morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in
ighland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own
well and South Fork water and sanitation. This home is situated on
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much
more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and
indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access
to gold medal fishing on the MightiflRio Grande River. Enjoy nearby
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure -
Won't last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today!
$489,900 MLS #801796
74 Highland Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

T hinking of Secllirig
Your Horme?
1f so, I carnrt help?

Residential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993

Steffens & Company Realty, INC
719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 » South Fork
bernadette @steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 3 2 " g -
Home with Stunning Natu- S { o

ral Light on 3.19 acres. This
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home
is your perfect retreat. Open
Split floor plan with beautiful
cathedral ceiling and fireplace,
large windows taking in the
breath-taking outdoor sunlight
and mountain views. Complete
with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and
butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master
bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning
cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world
class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your
private showing today! $1,150,000 MLS #798101
497 Timberline Drive « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

PRICE REDUCED

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq.
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log
cabin with upErades galore!
Located in Log Haven.
Tucked along the mountain
side backing up to national
forest with beautiful views of
the surrounding cliffs. Open
living room, dining, kitchen
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep
you cozy and warm all winter -
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops.
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to
the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional
bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South
Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike,
camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Lets get started call /text
and schedule your showing today! $325,000° MLS #800364
31517 Us Highway 160 « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

-

oy : - e

Sandra Marguez — smarguezgvalleypublishinginecom
Brian Williams — bwiliams@valleypublishinginc.com

Amazing Riverfront property lo-
cated in beautiful wel}iJ established
Deer Park subdivision in South
Fork, Colorado. This property is
complete with paved streets, with
sewer and water tap available.
Flat building site overlooking the

= Mighty Rio Grande River with ma-
ture evergreen trees. Bring your fis inﬁ pole this Eroperty extends
to the middle of the river. Located only a stone throw away from
National Forest and public river access. Start your adventure call
and schedule your showing today! $175,000 MLS #804121
63 Doe Circle « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Look Reduced Price!! $875,000 Owner Wi]]jn%té) Owner Finance for
Qualified B%er’s! Must See Custom-Built 5,350 sq. ft. Commercial
Property ulous South Fork, CO. Great Highn !
This b ilt. ilding was built for retail

inF
uilding is extremely well built. The buil

with amenities. The environment is warm and welcoming, The
3,000 sq. ft. main floor consist of large receivin%glfﬁce, full kitchen and

bath and several laﬁe open spaces and two additional design show
rooms and large 1,000 sq. ft. heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead door. Lovely
concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low voltage lights this property sits on two lots with wiring

running outside for ]J%hung? off outside signage. 1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large open space, several large
storage closets two additional offices, New 7% custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. This well-built
lproperty 'has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard hot water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5
telephone f;]aé:k in all offices, design rooms, kitchen bar, receiving office - etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. There
are 3 gas fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired for speakers though out the building for music.
Swamp cooler and wired for electric dryer, set up for washer and has a Propane fired boiler and propane hot water
heater. This property is a blank canvas with so much POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there
is no existin %usmess at the present time, this makes this building available for a varietz;of usiness gpommiﬁe&
Professional Work Environment for Professionals, Restaurant, Brew Pub, Events Cenfer, Lodge or e he
Retail etc. Come Paint your Canvas and start Your Business Adventure, Call and schedule your personal showing
today! MLS#802191 Improved Price $925,000! $875,000 MLS #3802191

173 W Frontage « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steftfenscorealty.com

PROVED
PRI

£

way 160 exposure!!

This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes,
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home.
trees and backs up to the National Fore:
and Mighty Rio Grande with world clas
the property. The main floor consists of 2
area with beautiful carved mantal stone firepla
ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom de o peat
designer backsplash and large eat in counter spaceo0king over the living
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for al
your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sin]
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include [*
radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks|
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is
on the main siting area with luscious mountain views. Master
bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub.
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automaticall%l with additional sleeping
areas including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large
workshog and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends wilrlove the upstairs bungalow
above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields,
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment.
Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000 MLS #796960
37 Million Court « South Fork

Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

oor wit]

PRICE REDUCED

Check out this small
diverse farm. The home
is a 2bed/2bath, 1703.2 sq
foot, historic adobe that
has been fully and beau-
tifully restored. Enjoy
Colorado from the large
(768 sq ft) open porch.
This home sits on 126.06
deeded acres of land
situated in the bottoms of the old Culebra River Drainage. The soil
is sandy and loamy and has been used for vegetable crop production
in the past w/o the use of pesticides or herbicides. It is watered by
the San Acacia acequia with an early decree for 1.62 CFS. There is a
domestic house well permit number 284703. The property also has
a holding pond for irrigation water. The owner is installing a new
side roll sprinkler, which will irrigate up to 80+ acres M/L. The new
side roll irrigation system will be installed before closing and will in-
crease production. There are several outbuildings useful for storage
and/or animals. The farm is located in Costilla County, Colorado
just north of the New Mexico state line. It is about one hour to Taos.
The Rio Grande River is about 12 miles away. Red River Ski area
and Rio Grande del Norte National Monument are near Questa,
New Mexico about 40 minutes away. The Sand Dunes National Park
is about 45 minutes north. $550,000 MLS #797313
12272 County Road R5 « San Luis
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty
(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

Majestic Custom-Built Lo§ Home!
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft.
Home with attached garage on 9.04
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek.
This Home has several outdoor
entertainment areas with wraj
around decks too enjoy the 360
views of the San Juan Mountains.
The main level has an open floor
plan with ﬁ;‘eat room and grand
fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large
kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot
cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and
great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all
our entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful
iture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home.
Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear
reek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold
medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public
land. Start your Adventure! Don't wait, Call, and schedule your showing
today! $1,650,000 MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle « South Fork
Bernadette Gingrass «Steffens & CO. Realty

(719)850-1993 « bernadette@steffenscorealty.com
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We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have
contributed to the success of the Uj pei Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions,
donations, volunteering ar genei al support at Conour Animal Shelfer.

gOS'[{[ lOU(iD WE 21 PUPPIES!

17 of them will be ready to
meet people in person on the
13th, until then please check

out our website and see if
there’s a cute fluff you'd like to
put a meet and greet hold on!

Courtesy photo

We need puppy food and treats!
We appreciate anything you
can help us w1th' ith so many
puppies we’re flying through
everything! Thank you all in
advance, and thank you to those
who have helped us!

BAS H Continued from Page 1

delnortechamber.org and then and creative displays and then head
decorate. Pretty much anything goes on over to the website to vote.

as long as it is unique and fun for the ~ There will be winners in both the
community. After the decorating is residential and business categories,
complete, contestants enter a picture and they will be comprised of local
of their displays and send them into donations from several businesses
be shared on social media. and organizations, in addition to the

Those wanting to vote for their bragging rights the winners get.

favoritebusinessorresidential display ~ For more information, contact the
can grab a map of the locations from Del Norte Chamber of Commerce
the chamber and head out fora drive at www.delnortechamber.org or call
around town to see all the wonderful 719-657-9081

Found on 10/4 in Blanca
on County Road JJ 2nd St

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess’ and are not guaranteed to be accurate.
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.
T his ad space donated by Valley Publishirnng Irnc.

Introducing the lightest folding
power chair in the world

The Journey Air Elite features the latest carbon fiber
technology for the ultimate in portability and performance

Why you need dental insurance in retirement.

‘When you’re

Medicare doesn't pay for dental care.

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover
everything. If you want protection, you need to purchase
individual insurance.

Maobility issues affect over 1in

5 americans, These individuals,
and thelr loved ones, know how
decreased mobility can result

in loss of independence, pain
and falling hazards. They are
often stuck at home, missing

out on a variety of activities, in

a vicious cycle that diminishes
their gquality of life. In the past,
mobility devices like scooters
and power chairs were too
heavy and bulky to transport
gasily, Now, carbon fiber material
invented for the aerospace
program has been used o create
the ultimate mobility devica. It's
called the Journey Air Elite

and there's nothing else like it
on earth

comparing plans ...

» Look for coverage that

. helps pay for major services,
Early detection can prevent small
problems from becoming expensive ones.

The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive
care. Experts recommend checkups twice a year.

» Look for coverage
with no deductibles.

» Shop for coverage
with no annual maximum

Previous dental work can wear out. b ddr sl

Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.?

Simply put — without
dental insurance, there
may be an important
gap in your healthcare
coverage.

Treatment is expensive — especially the
services people over 50 often need.

Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1.219 for a crown®
can be a real burden, especially if you're on a fixed income.

Folds flat in secondy T e
the seat handle folds it up.
There's a fold-down back to
make it even easier to stow and
store, It features flat-free tires
and rear anti-tippers for added

At only 26 pounds®, the Journey
Air Elite combines lightweight
portability with world class

performance, It's simple to use 1" Medicare § You” Canters lor Medicare & Medicaid Services, 202 2 "How might my oral and dental healtt change 2t 1 age?", www, newws com, IVA20IE.

jovstick and powerful dual-motor
drive system enables you to zip
around quickly and safely. It's
easy to maneuver. never tips,
fits easily through
doorways
and can go
right up toa
table or desk,
Once you
are done,
just one
pull on

What makes it the best?

+ UHFa-lghivesge yol durstile

Speetdy ard mansuwarabls
Carrdaetalis sni may-do-oerats
Puils night 12 e sk ard takies

s B-mils renge on s Bngle chamge

Parfect lor direni, thopping
sightsoaing and kats monsl

o« Febdabds for sany sborage and tranypoert

T e e T kil - fer i B 5 e A wae: e el & il i

,,j l)journey g-!

"'I-—-

convenience and safety.

Just imagine how this chair

can improve your life and make
it easier for loved ones and
caregivers to accompany you to
activities and events you would
have missed in the past. Don't
spend ancther day stuck at
home. Call today, and a helpful,
knowledgeable consultant will
help you get a Journey Air Elite
of your very own. Don't wait -
call now!

Cal tolk-free now
. A

Plasts manlen cods GORAE waen ordening

anjoying lite never goti old

3 American Derlal Assoclation, Health Policy Institule 2008 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2018, Amernican Dental Associzlion

DENTAL Insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

[ TERTN
Mlumiesl

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-855-965-3478

Dental50Plus.health/Mvjrnl

Here's ine indeematian
e retuted oo

Inchudes the Participating (GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider, Product nol available in all states, Acceplance quarantead for
one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for compbele details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available
in CO, LA, NY; call 1-B00-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250W (ID: C250E; PA: C2500); insurance Policy IS0 (GA: PISDGA; NY:
PISONY: OK: PESOOK: TH: PISOTN). Rider kinds B43B, B439 (GA: B4398)

G247-0121
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in order to start conversations about
domestic violence.

Tu Casa, Inc. invites everyone to join
us at the following events:

The Purple Light Campaign: The
Purple Light Campaign was created to
promote domestic violence awareness
and remind survivorstherearesupports
all around them. Tu Casa will be
tabling at Spare Keg on October 6th,
from 5-6:30pm, where we will hand
out purple lightbulbs to community
members to light their porches for the
month of October and help ensure
survivors in our valley know they are
not alone.

Lunch and Learn: On October
18th, from 12-1pm, in the San Luis
Valley Behavioral Health Group large
conference room, Tu Casa will be
presenting on the history of Domestic
Violence Violence Awareness Month
and request attendees help us let
survivors in our valley know that Tu
Casa is here to help, by painting rocks
with supportive phrases/words for
survivors,designs,and Tu Casa’shotline
number. These rocks will be placed
throughout the valley for survivors to
find and utilize if they need.

“Light up the Night”: Our 3rd
Annual ‘Light up the Night” event
will be held on October 27th, 2023,
at 6:30pm under the West pavilion
in Cole Park, Alamosa, CO. This
event is free to attendees and works
to honor victims, survivors, those
who have passed, and anyone who has
been affected by domestic violence.
Refreshments will be served while
you are provided with an opportunity
to mingle and learn about resources
within our community and at Tu
Casa, Inc. We will start the ceremony
at 6:30pm with a warm welcoming
introduction and guest speakers from

our community and partners. We
will take time to drop flowers in the
river with a moment of silence and a
performance by the General Shumei
International Institute in honor of
the survivors in the San Luis Valley.
The night’s event will culminate with
a candlelight vigil to light up the
night and an opportunity for anyone
who wants to share their stories or
experience. Attendees are encouraged
to take photos and participate in the
activities.

Throughout October you can stay
updated on events and activities by
following our Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/TuCasalnc &Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/slvtucasa/
pages. We also request that you share
photosofhowyouareraisingawareness
about this topic and tag us!

Domestic Violence can no longer
be ignored; we must work together
to raise awareness and to end
violence. If you or someone you
know is in need of assistance, call
the Tu Casa, Inc. 24-hour hotline at
(719) 589-2465. If you would like to
make a donation in honor of those
who have been impacted by abuse,
visit our website at www.slvtucasa.
net, and click on the link to donate.
Ifyouareinterested in volunteering
with our agency or would like more
information about events, contact
us at (719) 589-2465.

Tu Casa, Inc., which houses the Tu
CasaProgram, The Tu Casa, Inc. SANE
Program, and the Children’s Advocacy
Center of the San Luis Valley Program
(SLV CACQ), is a 501(c)3 non-profit
agencythatworksto empower children
and adults to live healthy, violence-free
lives throughout the San Luis Valley.
All services are free, confidential, and
available in English and Spanish.

FALL SUPER SALE

\o¢ Leafguard

Get it today. Protected for life.

*Guarantesd not to clog for as long as you own
your hama, or we will chean your gutters for free

# LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

2 MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

2 THE ONLY OMNE-PIECE SEAMLESS
DEBRIS SHEDDING GUTTER
SYSTEM.

2 SCRATCHGUARD™ PAINT FIMISH
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719-493:9644

Invitation to participate in the future
of tourlsm in Saguache County

By SAGAUCHE COUNTY
TOURISM

SAGUACHE — The Saguache
County Tourism Council (SCTC), in
partnership with the Colorado Tourism
Office, invites the community to a
Tourism Open House. The event will
take place from 4 to 6:30 p.m. on Oct.
25, at Saguache Road & Bridge.

The open house will showcase
SCTC’srecentaccomplishmentsandits
ambitious future goals. The Colorado
Tourism Office will also deliver a
presentation highlighting tourism’s
pivotal role across the state and its
contribution to the quality of life in
Saguache County.

“We will be discussing how to offer
enriched tourism experiences for our
county. Your feedback will inform
futuredecisionsaboutthelocal tourism
industry and help SCTC foster a more
resilient and inclusive economy,”
officials stated.

Everyone with an interest in tourism
is welcome to help celebrate the

community and discuss responsible
options to promote Saguache County.
Complimentary refreshments will be
provided.

For inquiries and to RSVP, contact
Mimi Mather at mimi.mather@
colorado.com.

This community event is supported
by the Colorado Tourism Office
through the Destination Blueprint
Program. SCTC receives a destination
assessment, a community event and
workshop, and 100 hours of free
consulting to advance priority tourism

Courtesy photo

projects.

“We look forward to seeing you
there as we pave the way for a vibrant
and sustainable future for tourism in
Saguache County; officials stated.

The SCTCisdedicated to promoting
and enhancing tourism experiences in
Saguache County, creating a thriving,
sustainable,and resilientlocal economy.

The Colorado Tourism Office is
committed to advancing tourism
initiatives across the state, enriching
communities, and bolstering quality of
lifethroughvibranttourismexperiences.

Sangre de Cristo School selling past yearbooks

MOSCA — The Sangre de Cristo School is cleaning out  There are copies for most years dating back to 1988. The

extra copies of past yearbooks. However, before they do,
they would like to make these copies available to the public.

price is $10 per copy. Anyone interested should contact the
yearbook staff via email at yearbook(@sangreschools.com.

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL e TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING ¢ DUMPSTERS ¢ ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE e SOUTH FORK ¢ DEL NORTE ® MONTE VISTA
(719)658-3060 ® www.MDSWASTEANDRECYCLE.COM

CLUES ACROSS

1. Half-conscious states

8. Unnatural

13. Deep regret

14. Rogue

15. Took without permission
19. An alternative
20. After B
21. Partner to “flowed”

22. The best day of the week
(abbr.)

Helps you hear

Egyptian river

Lake _, one of the Great
Make free from bacteria

Indigenous peoples of
ceﬁgtral Canada

Sanctuaries in Greek
temples

Most unclothed

NJ senator Booker

Tibetan lake

Desecrate something sacred

23.
24.
25.
26.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.

38.John __, English educator
14671519

39. Obtains in return for labor

40. Views

44. Rugged cliff

45. Not quiet

46. Body part

47. Newt

48. German city

49. A way to save money

50. NBC’s Roker

51. Dire Straits frontman

Solution to last week’s puzzle
512143)|11]719|6]8
1(9]18]5]6143]|2]|7
3[6]712[8[|944]|1]5
41719]16)13]|8)1]|5]|2
8(11214(9|5)6|7]|3
6[5]|3)7[2[|1}8]4]9
93|61 |7]|2)5]|8]|4
218|5§9]14|67|3]1
714111815131 2]|9]|6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

13

15

9 10 |11 12

Actress Lathan
Most meager
Poems
Companions

55.
57.
58.
59.

CLUES DOWN
1. Draws over
2. Recur
3. Current unit
4. Neither

5. Certified Radio Operator
(abbr.)

6. Power of perception

7. Peace

8. Supplemented with difficulty

9. The last section or part of
anything

10. Dorm worker

11. Bones

12. Most unnatural

16. Spanish island

17. The skill to do something

18. Where golf games begin

22. Untethered

Print errors

The sport of engaging in
contests of spee

. Ones to look up to

. Stringed instrument

. Gives whippings

. Type of tie

. Make more concentrated
. Die

. Part of a winter hat

. Young men’s club

. Bathrooms need it

. U.S. president

. American novelist

. Take into custody

. Hurts

. Type of gibbon

. American actor Lukas

. Partner to cheese

. Some are covert

53. Political action committee
54. Toand

56. Atomic #28

25.
27.
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Building h

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER

ALAMOSA — Last weekend, Paul
and Kim Reed, co-founders of Hope in
the Valley, a proposed drug and alcohol
addiction treatment facility, sponsored
an event in Alamosa where, along with
about a dozen staffand volunteers, they
were available for conversations with
community members.

Its been less than a year since the
Lees bought a vacant facility owned by
Alamosa County and announced their
plans to build a residential treatment
center to serve people dealing with
addiction and substance abuse and
support those in recovery.

Since then, the co-founders have
stayed largely out of the public eye as
they zeroed in on their vision for the fa-
cility and brought on those with experi-
ence in such ventures for consultation.

In the years preceding their decision
to open a treatment center, the Lees
started an organization called “Roofers
in Recovery; devoted to those indi-
viduals in the construction industry
who struggle with substance abuse. All
funds donated to Roofers in Recovery
have been spent in support of more
than 60 individuals in various stages of
treatment, from paying for 30 days in
a rehabilitation center to funding help
needed in their recovery efforts.

Hope in the Valley is their first en-
deavor renovating a brick-and-mortar
facility to help a population they both
have a significant, personal invest-
ment in supporting. That has been a
real challenge as the Reeds who live
in Colorado Springs, also manage five
other businesses.

“It's been a real learning experience,’
says Kim Reed. “We've never done
something like this before. We've put
more than 25 people through rehab
treatment but, with this, we didnt know
what we didn’t know””

“We realized that we were trying to
recreate the wheel,” says Paul Reed.
“Other people have done this. They
know what to do. We're learning from
them”

Kim Reed said they have partnered
with Mike Bayer, an individual who
owns a large rehab facility in California
and has a successful approach in Inten-
sive Outpatient Programs, which they
are using as their model.

“We're getting it,” says Kim Reed.
“Every day, were understanding more
of what's involved — like applying for
licenses — and how to do get this done”

The “this” was visible when the Lees
took Alamosa County Commissioner
Lori Laske and the Valley Courier
for an inside tour of the facility and
described what, once completed, the
facility will look like.

Upon walking through the front
door, there will be a reception area
with several smaller offices for “intake”
Through the main door and to the
right is the detox area where those, in
the throes of full substance use, will
be admitted. A door from the back
also allows for people, if necessary, to
enter detox without having exposure
or access to others in various stages of
recovery. Rooms accommodating up to
10 people open up on a day room that
can be observed by nurses and other
staffin an adjacent office with windows.

Alocked door then leads to the other
part of the facility that will house a total
of 17-20 people in “Intensive Outpa-
tient” and a second area of the facility
that will house people who will stay for
longer periods of time.

“I want this door to be symbolic,
Paul Reed says, walking through the
doorway. “I might even paint it an en-
tirely different color. I want this door to
communicate to people ‘you're entering
a whole new stage of your life?”

While there are still questions to be
answered — “I'm not sure this room is

big enough for two people, are you?”
Kim asks Paul — the Lees are more
determined than ever to be open by
January of 2024.

In recent months, the two have large-
ly stayed under the radar as Kim Reed
— “T handle construction” — worked
with Alcon Construction Company in
getting floors torn up, walls repaired,
sinks and toilets installed, and other
infrastructure work completed.

One “huge” project was completely
reinstalling the fire suppression system,
asignificant factor in the building being
readied for occupation.

“We’re almost to the place where we
can install flooring;” she says, opening
the top carton of a tall stack of flooring
to admire its appearance. “Then we'll
paint. 've been learning that the color
blue has a calming effect on people”

There’s also the matter of buying
furniture for the bedrooms, including
“suicide proof;” mattresses, furniture
for the day rooms, office furniture and
getting phones installed.

There is the other task of lining up
the right people to do what they have
planned. They have reached an agree-
ment with Dr. Ely Walker, a physician
known in the San Luis Valley for hav-
ing the greatest expertise in substance

(719)852-0113

ey

ope in the Valley

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

An exterior photo of the future site of Hope in The Valley. Alamosa County Commissioner Lori Laske and Kim

and Paul Reed speaking outside.

use disorder, to work with the facility,
a decision that Laske openly applauds.

They have also interviewed more
than 10 professionals who, for one
reason or another, have chosen to stop
working with providers already in the
region, but are interested in working
for Hope in the Valley.

And, as perhaps the greatest indica-
tion of their commitment, they have
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hired someone to head up “com-
munity engagement” to establish
networking in the community and
a professional who is facilitating a
sobriety support group that already
has close to 20 people attending a
meeting in Alamosa every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday night.

“We're focused on being sustainable;”
says Paul, a native of the Valley who's

commiitted to helping others here as he
was helped in his recovery. “This isn't
about us making money. We didn’t
get in it for that. And we don’t want to
come in here, open a great facility, raise
everyone’s hopes, and then not be here
in a year. Were here to help people.
That’s why we're here. We want to build
something that will last. We want this to
be our legacy to helping others”

~VINYL WINDOWS ~
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New members needed on
the Greater Rocky Mountain
Resource Advisory Committee

CONTRIBUTED

LAKEWOOD — The USDA
Forest Service Rocky Mountain
Region is seeking new members
with diverse backgrounds and
interests to serve on the Greater
Rocky Mountain Resource Advisory
Committee. Committee members
recommend special projects that
should be implemented on Forest
Service lands with Title II Secure
Rural Schools funds. The committee
functions under a formal charter in
accordance with the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act and is subject
to the Federal Advisory Committee
Act.

The Greater Rocky Mountain
Resource Advisory Committee is
the largest of its kind, representing
the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre,
Gunnison, Routt, Pike, Roosevelt,
San Isabel, Rio Grande, San Juan,
and White River National Forests
in Colorado and the Medicine Bow,
Bighorn, and Shoshone National
Forests in Wyoming. The committee
consists of 15 people who work in
collaboration with natural resource
managers and community members
to help make project decisions
that benefit federal lands and
local communities. Serving on
the committee provides a great
opportunity for citizens to have
a voice in future management
actions across the region. Members
volunteer to serve a 4-year term
without pay but may be reimbursed
for travel expenses.

Projects are funded primarily
by Title 2, and must improve
forest health, fish, wildlife, soils,
watersheds, or other resources;
maintain, de-commission or
obliterate roads; improve trails and
other infrastructure; or control
noxious weeds. Previous projects
have included meadow restoration
in wetland areas, wildlife habitat
improvements, and the installation
of Aquatic Organism Passages to
replace undersized culverts. The
projects must be located on or
provide a direct benefit to National
Forest lands. The committee is also
responsible for monitoring projects
and making recommendations for
improvements.

Thosewhoareinterested in serving
on the committee are invited to
submit nominations. Final selections
will be vetted and approved by the
Secretary of Agriculture. Nominees
must:

o Be a resident of Colorado or
Wyoming; committee members
will vote on projects in both states,
regardless of their state of residency;

o Provide a cover letter stating
why they want to serve on the
Greater Rocky Mountain Resource
Advisory Committee and what they
can contribute;

Provide a resume that shows
experience working successfully
in a collaborative setting and/or in
work related to forest management
activities;

Complete Form AD-755, Advisory
Committee or Research and
Promotion Background Information.
The AD-755 can be obtained at:
www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_
DOCUMENTS/fseprd674657.pdf

o Identify the interest group they
would like to represent and their
qualifications to represent that group.
Interest groups include:

o Category One: Five members
who represent energy and mineral

development; the commercial
timber industry; organized labor
or non-timber forest product
harvester groups; developed outdoor
recreation; off-highway vehicle
users, or commercial recreation; or
federal grazing or other land permits
or represent nonindustrial private
forest landowners.

o Category Two: Five members
who represent nationally recognized
environmental organizations;
regionally or locally recognized
environmental organizations;
dispersed recreational activities;
archaeological and historical
interests; or nationally or regionally
recognized wild horse and burro
interest groups, wildlife or hunting
organizations, or watershed
associations.

o Category Three: Five members
who are elected state officials; are
county or local elected officials;
represent Indian tribes within or
adjacent to the area for which the
Council is organized; are school
officials or teachers with knowledge
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RGC Museum to open Cabinets
of Curiosity Exhibit on Oct. 7

By LYNDSIE FERRELL

DEL NORTE — The Rio Grande
County Museum recently announced
the opening of its newest exhibit,
Cabinets of Curiosity, will be on
Saturday, Oct.7. Theeventissetfrom 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.and willincludelocal and
visiting storytellers speaking about the
oddities and curiosities of Rio Grande
County and the San Luis Valley.

Throughout the recorded history of
the Valley, stories abound that tell the
tales of strange lights, astronomical
phenomenon, tales of indigenous
lore and more. The storytellers will be
sharingthe tales of mystery throughout
the entire day and the public is invited
to attend.

Among the many stories that will
be told, one has gained a fan base
throughout the years and continues to
baftle researchers to this day. Snippy
the Horse became famous when he was
found by his owner in the 1960s and
his skeleton can be viewed at the UFO
Watch Towerlocated north of Alamosa.

The story of Snippy began when
a local rancher found the mutilated
remains of his horse in a field outside
of Alamosaon Sept.8,1967. Snippy was
a 3-year-old filly that made headlines
and created a following that still seeks
answers. The horse was found in a
meadow and was stripped from the
shoulder to the tip of her nose. All
that was left of the horse were bones
and hide, though the rancher swore
he had seen the horse alive and well

Courtesy photo
The Rio Grande County Museum’s
opening of its Cabinets of Curiosity
exhibit is on Oct. 7. The event in-
cludes local and visiting storytellers
whowillbetalkingabout the oddities
and mysteries of Rio Grande County
and the San Luis Valley, including the
history of Snippy the Horse.

the day before.

The horse’s organs were missing
and when researchers were called to
the scene, it was discovered that her
bones were also radioactive. There was
no sign of struggle, no imprints in the
area around the horse and no sign of
blood. Snippyisa Valleylegend and her
skeleton has found its forever home at
the UFO Watchtower.

Another Valley tale includes some
local Hispanic lore. The Hispanic
roots of the Valley are deep and widely
celebrated. The museum is pleased
to have local teacher and storyteller
Ed Atencio speak on Oct. 7 about La
Llorona and other mysteries.

The stories may not be appropriate
forallages. The museumadvises people
with small children who plan to attend
tousediscretion. For moreinformation,
call the museum at 719-657-2847.
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