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SAN LUIS VALLEY  — 
Interested in being a part of 
the planning process for San 
Luis Valley Rural Philanthropy 
Days? 

This group of local leaders 
will collaborate over the 
next eight months to build 
programming, build the 
capacit y of nonprof its , 
and expand professional 
networks at the San Luis 
Valley RPD. Communities 
connecting together and with 
grantmaking partners is more 
important than ever, and the 
steering committees can help 
ensure the success of the San 
Luis Valley RPD.

If you live or work in 
Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, 
Mineral, Rio Grande, and 
Saguache counties and would 
like more information about 
the 2024 conference and 
regional steering committee, 
two virtual informational 
sessions are planned:

• Thursday, Nov. 30, 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.

• Wednesday, Dec. 6, 1 to 
2 p.m.

T h i s  h o u r - l o n g 
informational meeting will 
explain more about the 
conference planning process 
— honing in on the role, 
responsibilities, and benefits 
that come from serving on the 
regional steering committee. 

If you are unable to attend 
these dates but would like to 
learn more about the steering 
committee, organizers ask 
you to sign up as recordings 
from these sessions will be 
sent out afterward.

Communities 
in Christ 

annual concert 
is Dec. 3

S A N F O R D  —  T h e 
“Gathering Our Communities 
in Christ” Choir Group and 
other local talent will usher 
in the Christmas season at 
the annual concert at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday, Dec. 3, inside the 
Sanford School auxiliary gym. 
The concert is free, but they 
are accepting donations to 
the food bank.

SLV Rural 
Philanthropy 

Days 
information 

sessions

By KEITH R. CERNY
Courier Publisher

ALAMOSA — Something is 
always smoking at Woody’s Q 
Shack.

This week it was turkey and 
ham on top of the barbecue res-
taurant’s normal menu.

Owner Kyle Woodward and 
his staff were busy Wednesday 
loading smokers and preparing 
previously smoked turkey and 
ham for pre-orders of 56 and 
24, respectively. This is the first 
time that Woody’s have offered 
the Thanksgiving delights since 
2020 when the owner himself 
became ill on Thanksgiving Day.

“I had to coach my wife Mi-

chelle and another employee 
over the phone on how to finish 
the process,” Woodward said. 
“We had about 80 families to 
worry about not spoiling their 
holiday.”

Woody’s has been offering 
smoked turkey and ham for 
Thanksgiving since 2013 other 
than the pandemic years of 2021 
and 2022. Woodward said that 
first year they prepared 12 tur-

Turkeys, ham roll out of Woody’s smokers

Woody’s Q Shack owner Kyle 
Woodward displays some of this 

year’s smoked turkeys waiting to 
be picked up by customers.

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA — SLV Apothe-
cary, the local old-time herb tea 
shop which also has foods from 
local cultivators and producers 
will be expanding to a new State 
Avenue location on the south 
side of Alamosa early next year.

The shop is owned by Cari 
Smith and Danielle Wobith, and 
on a recent visit, this reporter 
was treated to a wonderful infu-
sion tea. The shop offers many 
custom tea blends including In-
somnia Tea which includes Va-
lerian leaf and flower, orange 
peel, and chamomile, and Easy 
Digest Tea a blend of marshmal-
low leaves, lilac blossoms, fen-
nel, and rosemary.

The business began about a 
year and a half ago after the 
two met and decided their skills 
complemented each other and 
the business was born.

Wobith and Smith just learned 
the new location is a go on Tues-
day, a development that had 
been in the works for some time. 
Wobith described the news as, 
“Awesome, we are going to be 

SLV Apothecary sets sights on 
new State Avenue location

SLV Apothecary owners Cari 
Smith and Danielle Wobith are 
excited to announce the busi-

ness will be moving to a new and 
larger State Avenue location on 

the south side of Alamosa some-
time early next year. 

Courier photo by John Waters

Photo by Kathy Lee

ALAMOSA — Aaron Miltenberger  of the  Boys  and the  Girls Clubs  of the San 
Luis Valley  (left) and Alamosa City Council Member Liz Thomas Hensley help 
getting Thanksgiving food bundles ready at the Food Bank Network of the San 
Luis Valley. 

Helping 
Thanksgiving hands

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
SAN LUIS VALLEY 

— Alamosa County Com-
missioner Lori Laske 
has submitted a concept 
paper application to the 
U.S. Department of Ener-
gy for a grant to study the 
feasibility of considering 
up to three alternative 
power transmission lines 
in and out of the Valley. 
The application is for 
up to $2.0 million for an 
Upper Rio Grande Val-
ley Transmission Study 
to consider transmission 
routes in south Colorado 
and northern New Mexi-
co.

Laske briefed the San 
Luis Valley Commission-
ers Association at their 
meeting in Alamosa on 
Nov. 20, stating, “This 
is a grant to the federal 
Department of Energy to 
have a study done to have 
a large transmission line. 
This is not a line going to 
houses, it is to transport 
[electricity] solar out of 

the valley or energy com-
ing in. This is a line to 
move energy in and out of 
the Valley.”

Laske told the commis-
sioners that a grant ap-
plication for a study of 
Valley transmission lines 
submitted last year was 
not chosen. After learn-
ing the fate of that ap-
plication, Laske said she 
searched for other grant 
opportunities and picked 
this Department of En-
ergy grant that could fi-
nance a feasibility study. 
Formally, the grant ap-
plication is known as a 
Transmission Siting and 
Economic Development 
(TSED) Program Concept 
Paper,” and Alamosa 
County is the siting au-
thority with Commission-
er Laske as the technical 
point of contact. Laske 
added she hopeful, “at a 
later date to get all the 
San Luis Valley Commis-
sioners to endorse and be 
a partner of this project.”

Transmission 
line study 

application 
has been filed
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COURIER 
OBITUARY POLICY
The Courier charges $75 for each obituary per 

day. Pending arrangements or death notices are 
free.  This charge affects funeral homes, family or 
other representatives that place obituaries.  All 
paid obituaries are published on www.alamo-
sanews.com, for no additional fee. 

Please email obituaries if possible to squintana@
alamosanews.com If the newspaper errors in pub-
lishing an obit, corrections will be made and the 
obit rerun.  If the errors are on the part of the sub-
mitting party, an additional fee will be assessed.
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To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

Thanksgiving
Break!

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

It is with great sadness 
that we share the passing 
of our son and brother, 
Jerome {Jerry} Mathew 
Salazar of Monte Vista, 
Colo., in Colorado Springs 
on Nov. 13, 2023. 

Jerry was born on 
Dec. 8, 1953, in Holyoke, 
Mass., to Modesto and 
Martha Salazar, becom-
ing the oldest of their ‘6 
J’s’ and began his life as 
an Air Force Brat, and a 
life of world travel with 
his family.

He attended schools in 
Missouri, onto Zaragosa, 
Spain, El Paso, Texas, 
McChord AFB, Wash., 
Travis AFB, 
Calif., Boarding 
School in Anka-
ra, Turkey, dot-
ted with a few 
times in Monte 
Vista, Colo., 
where he grad-
uated in 1972.

He served 
in the United 
States Marine 
Corps, of which 
he was proud, 
for all his life. 
He won sev-
eral prestigious 
awards for his 
writing and production 
skills, including inter-
views with General West 
Moreland, comic Bill Cos-
by and was a part of the 
production crew serving 
President Nixon. 

Jerry had a great tal-
ent for broadcasting on 
and writing ‘production’ 
while he was manager 
for KSLV radio station 
in Monte Vista, Colo., for 
several years, winning 
the hearts over many of 
his beloved community 
of Monte Vista and the 

San Luis Valley. He also 
charmed the air waves in 
several communities in 
Northern Colorado, New 
Mexico, and California. 
He definitely had the gift 
of gab and had a joke to 
share, whether you want-
ed to hear it or not!

Jerry was preceded in 
death by maternal grand-
parents, Bernie and Ra-
chel Noriega of Monte 
Vista, Colo., and Fran-
cisco and Eurmania Sala-
zar of Center, Colo., his 
father, Modesto Salazar, 
his sisters Joya {Mike} 
Guttierrez and Jessica 
Simmons both of Monte 
Vista, Colo., his brother 
Jan Salazar, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., and neph-
ew Marty Guttierrez of 
Monte Vista, Colo.

He is survived by his 
mother Martha Salazar, 
of Monte Vista, Colo., his 
brother Joey Salazar of 
Albuquerque, N.M., and 
Josette {Louie} Borrego, 
of Espanola, N.M.; his 
former companion Kathy 
Burns and his son Domi-
nic Salazar, of Santa Fe, 
N.M., as well as his be-
loved ‘Scottie’, ‘America’, 
nephews, Michael {Erica} 
Guttierrez; Harper and 
Henley of Alamosa, Colo., 
Mario Guttierrez, of 
Boulder, Colo., Nicholas 
Guttierrez; Mia Guttier-
rez of Phoenix, Ariz., Rico 
{Shawntel} Simmons; 

Amari and Myles, of Al-
amosa, Colo., Modesto, 
Mari and Madison Gut-
tierrez of Del Norte Colo., 
Dustin {Reni} Salazar; 
Andrea and Aaliyah 
Salazar of Albuquer-
que N.M., MacKenzie 
Salazar, nieces Rachael 
{Lucas} Torres; Karsyn, 
Maverick and Declan 
Torres, of Monte Vista, 
Colo., Marisol {Reno}; 
Royal and Modesty, of 
Alamosa, Colo., Zoe Sim-
mons; Marisela and Mari-
ciano Flores, of Alamosa, 
Colo., his aunt Ethel and 
cousin John Noriega of 
Monte Vista, Colo., cous-
ins Alire’s, Carl {Roberta} 
Medina Richland, Texas, 
and cousins Medina from 
Washington. He is also 
survived by several aunts, 
uncles, cousins as well as 
his beloved familia Vigil 
from Ranchos De Taos, 
and Albuquerque, N.M., 
his best friend and cousin 
Louie Mansanares, long-
time friends, Leroy and 
Wanda Sanchez, Manuel 
and Toni Romero, Robert 
Medina, Tom Maloy and 
Don and Janet Nolan.

He will truly be missed.                                                                                                                           
We will have a cel-

ebration of life for Jerry 
in the spring of 2024 in 
Monte Vista, Colo. The 
interment will be at the 
Colorado State Veter-
ans Center Cemetery at 
Homelake, Monte Vista, 
Colo.

The family of Jerry 
Salazar has entrusted the 
care of their loved one to 
Rogers Family Mortuary, 
to leave online condolenc-
es, tributes, and words of 
comfort for Jerry’s family, 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com

Jerome (Jerry) Mathew Salazar

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — On 

Friday, Nov. 17, the Mon-
te Vista Emergency Food 
Bank held a Thanksgiv-
ing distribution. 

Executive Director Jen-
nifer Becker was pleased 
with the turnout and 
happy that they could 
help so many families.

“We fed 625 people, 
172 families, in just four 
hours. We were grateful 
to be able to help so many 
people in the community 
in need,” Becker said.

The Monte Vista Emer-
gency Food bank usu-
ally serves between 2-500 
people for the holiday 
season. The bank relies 
on donations from the 
community, businesses, 
and individuals. 

At this year’s distri-
bution, people received 
cranberries, chicken 
broth, pumpkin, green 
beans, evaporated milk, 
Jello mix, a cake or cook-
ie mix, along with turkey 
or ham, fresh bread, and 
eggs.

Becker said that the 
food bank spent around 
$8,000 to help feed every-
one.

“We are always thank-
ful for the donations that 
help so much,” Becker 

said. “I definitely want 
to thank everyone who 
has donated. I would like 
to also give a big shout 
out to Scott Lujan at Top 
Value, too. Scott, his wife 
Kat, and his staff are 
great! They always throw 
in extras, and give us a 
good deal on price, and 
deliver the goods to us 
on time every year. We 
appreciate that so very 
much.”

Becker said that she 
can’t forget her volun-
teers. They work hard to 
make sure that the distri-
bution goes smoothly, not 
just for the holidays but 
year-round.

Becker also said that 
she was grateful to Tim 
and Wendy Davidson of 
Scrumpy Moos, who fed 
her volunteers on the 
day of the distribution for 
free.

“So many wonderful 
people in the community 
working to band together 
to help feed the communi-
ty,” Becker said. “We are 
all a team, and I couldn’t 
do it without any of them. 
I am grateful that we 
were able to feed so many 
people in the community 
for Thanksgiving. This 
is what the food bank 
is all about. We want to 

make sure that everyone 
in need gets fed. We are 
also proud to be able to 
feed everyone in need for 
the holidays and all year 
round too.” 

Food bank board mem-
ber Bridget Sandoval 
helped at the distribution 
and said that everyone 
looked happy to receive 
the food.

“I was happy to be a 
part of it all and help,” 
Sandoval said. “People 
started lining up at 9 
a.m. for the distribution. 
We fed a lot of families. 
They walked away look-
ing really happy to be 
able to feed their families 
for Thanksgiving.” 

With Christmas right 
around the corner, the 
Monte Vista Emergency 
Food Bank needs dona-
tions. The food bank is 
open from 2 to 4 p.m. on 
Tuesdays and Fridays, 
and their phone number 
is 719-852-4851. The food 
bank is located at 245 
Washington St. in Monte 
Vista. The food banks 
is also on Facebook and 
people can email Becker 
directly at jbeckermv-
foodbank@gmail.com or 
mail monetary donations 
to PO Box 844, Monte 
Vista, CO 81144. 

MV Emergency Food Bank holds 
Thanksgiving distribution

San Juan Avenue closure 
for light stringing

Courtesy Photo

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — The 

half block of San Juan 
Avenue between Main 
Street and the alleyway 
south of Fourth Street 
will be closed on the 
morning of Wednesday, 
Nov. 29, for the stringing 
of decorative lights. 

All vehicles must be 
removed before 6 a.m. 
that morning, according 
to the city.

The street will reopen 
by noon that day. This 
beautification project im-
plements the community 
vision for this “festival 
street” described in the 

Downtown Plan and was 
made possible through 
funding provided by Ad-
ams State University. 

Contact the Develop-
ment Services depart-
ment with any questions 
at planning@ci.alamosa.
co.us or by calling 719-
589-6631.

By JAIDEN GARCIA
Jicarilla Apache 

Tribe and NPS Intern
GREAT SAND DUNES 

—There are hundreds 
of plant species in Great 
Sand Dunes National 
Park and Preserve, each 
of them a resource with a 
purpose for Native Ameri-
cans. We can step into the 
past and learn how Na-
tive Americans were able 
to survive off the land and 
utilize the plants in a ben-
eficial and medicinal way 
in their everyday life.

One plant species that 
is found in the park and 

preserve is the wild rose. 
It is a very beneficial 
plant, and a vital source 
that helped Native Ameri-
cans and settlers main-
tain a sufficient intake of 
Vitamin C while traveling 
over Mosca Pass and oth-
er mountain areas. Once 
the rose petals have fallen 
off, the rose will produce a 
rose “hip” or berry at the 
base of the flower. Each 
berry can contain up to 
2000 mg of Vitamin C, 
maintaining health and 
preventing scurvy. The 
berries can be eaten raw 
or made into jam, jelly, 

syrups, and teas.
Immerse yourself into 

nature and to the stories 
that the trees, plants and 
rocks must tell. The sto-
ries that the plants and 
rocks hold can relate re-
silience in the forest to ev-
eryday life.

Photo courtesy of NPS

The wild rose can be seen along the Mosca Pass Trail in Great Sand dunes National 
Park and Preserve. 

Great Sand Dunes 
celebrates Native American 

Heritage Month
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Woody’s
■ Continued from Page 1

Location
■ Continued from Page 1

Line
■ Continued from Page 1

keys (no ham), “and we 
thought that was a lot.” 
Fast-forward 10 years 
and it has grown to a 
combined total of 80 tur-
keys and hams.

Woodward said they 
use a “quick brine” pro-
cess for the birds with 
their own recipe which 
is injected. After a four-
hour resting period, the 
turkeys are smoked for 
six hours at 275 degrees. 
Hams are dry rubbed and 
smoked at the same tem-
perature.

Online ordering on 
Woody’s website expedit-
ed the process this year 
but had to be purchased 
about a week in advance. 
Smoked prime rib and 
ham will be available for 
Christmas, Woodward 
said.

Courier photo by Keith R. Cerny

Woody’s Q Shack pit master Carlos Apodaca, who also 
serves as kitchen manager, is loading one of the compa-
ny’s outdoor rotisserie smokers with turkeys for pickup 
on Thanksgiving Day.

According to their web-
site, Woody’s story start-
ed in 2012 when Michelle 
bought Kyle a smoker for 
Christmas. He and his 
late father, Jeff, found a 
shared love for barbecue 
and enjoyed feeding fam-
ily and friends.

This hobby became a 
passion when the family 
began entering the compe-
tition world, with Woody’s 
winning many awards on 
the KCBS circuit includ-
ing grand champions of 
the 2018 SLV Beat the 
Heat BBQ competition 
here. They also placed in 
the top one percent of the 
465 teams at the 2018 
American Royal, also 
known as the “world se-
ries of barbecue.”

The passion later be-
came a family-run ca-
tering business (now up 
to 2,500 people) then 
quickly expanded into a 
successful food truck and 

a full brick-and-mortar 
restaurant in downtown 
Alamosa.

“We’ve built our busi-
ness by believing in faith, 
family, the product, the 

staff, customers, restau-
rant environment, our 
community, being the 
best, doing the best, stay-
ing humble, and continu-
ing to grow.”

moving in January, ex-
panding and offering 
more local foods. This will 
be a grocery store—apoth-
ecary. This will be at 1619 
State Avenue, there is the 
food bank on one side and 
we will be on the other. 
We will bring an apoth-
ecary and groceries to an 
area that does not have 
one, so that is exciting. 
Local farmers can come 
and bring their produce, 
meats, and product.”

Currently, the shop is 
located at 407 State Ave., 
Suite D, at the intersec-
tion of Fourth Street in 
Alamosa. 

The new location will, 
“bring food to that area 
of town, now you have to 
go so far and this will be 
great for people who don’t 
have access to transpor-
tation, we are super-ex-
cited,” said Wobith. “The 
new location is about 
twice the size of the cur-
rent location and also has 
a commercial kitchen.”

Smith is also the pro-
prietor of InfiTea Farm, 
a business, “Where I ac-
tually cultivate the herbs 
and make tea blends, 
tinctures, and salves. I 
also do hydrosols.”

Smith grows herbs in-
cluding lovage, lemon 
balm and lemon verbena 
at the Rio Grande Farm 
Park in Alamosa. Smith 
added that she engages 
in no-till agricultural 
techniques at the farm 
and focuses on producing 
perennial plants. 

“Our main goal, other 

than selling our own prod-
ucts, is selling San Luis 
Valley produced products. 
Our focus is SLV prod-
ucts, Alamosa La Jara, 
Crestone, Saguache and 
Monte Vista,” Smith said.

The duo also gather 
herbs in the wild, Wobith 
harvests the herb Oshá, in 
the San Juan Mountains 
at an elevation of about 
10,000 feet. According to 
the University of Kansas 
Native Medicinal Plant 
Research Program, “The 
root of Ligusticum por-
teri, known as Oshá, has 
long been esteemed–par-
ticularly among Native 
Americans and Hispanic 
populations in the South-
west and Mexico–as a tra-
ditional remedy for colds, 
sore throat and other ail-
ments. Its use as an herb-
al remedy has increased 
significantly in the North 
American natural prod-
ucts market over the past 
two decades.”

Local producers are a 
hallmark of the apothe-
cary and products include 
bread and pizza dough 
from Tumbleweed Bread, 
locally grown meat, and 

mushrooms from Alpine 
Valley Mushrooms in Sa-
guache. Smith says the 
pioppino mushrooms are 
excellent on pizza made 
from the dough made by 
Tumbleweed. 

The apothecary also of-
fers classes such as Tea 
Making for Winter on 
Nov. 25 from 4 to 6 p.m., 
which will be facilitated 
by Smith. Participants 
can learn about herbs that 
can help get you through 
the winter, healthier and 
happier. The class will go 
over common herbs like 
Marshmallow to soothe 
the stomach and throat, 
red clover to help de-
toxify, and nettles to re-
nourish and how to brew 
teas for the highest me-
dicinal value. The cost is 
a suggested donation of 
$20 and scholarships are 
available, said Smith.

SLV Apothecary can be 
reached at 719-496-6114 
and on the web at www.
slvapothecary.com and is 
located at 407 State Ave., 
Suite D, facing Fourth 
Street in Alamosa. The 
apothecary is open Monday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Courier photo by John Waters

Early next year, SLV Apothecary will occupy half of this building at 1619 State Ave. 
in Alamosa.

According to the con-
cept paper, “The proposed 
URGV (Upper Rio Grande 
Valley) Transmission 
Study will increase grid 
resilience, enable the de-
velopment and deploy-
ment of renewable energy 
and significantly increase 
economic opportunities in 
the communities affected 
by the construction and 
operation of a “covered 
transmission project.”

The concept paper-ap-
plication states that com-
munities in south-central 
Colorado and northern 
New Mexico, “have iden-
tified strong interest in 
additional transmission 
lines and substations to 
provide interconnection 
points for a subsequent 
clean energy build-out.” 
The region is “ideal for so-
lar production,” and, “the 
region currently only has 
just one transmission cor-
ridor, which runs north 
over a wooded mountain 
pass with high fire risk. 
Without redundancy, all 
power to the 50,000 resi-
dents in the SLV could be 
lost if there were to be a 
wildfire.”

The San Luis Valley 
is home to several solar 
production facilities. In 
March, the Valley Cou-
rier reported on a 17.5-
acre renewable energy 
storage facility being 
built off Lane 8N. Last 
month, Korsail Energy 
announced plans to build 
a 790-acre solar energy 
production and storage 
facility near Alamosa.

This is not the first at-
tempt to build an addi-
tional line in and out of 
the Valley. In 2011, a per-
mit was issued to Public 
Service of Colorado and 
Tri State Generation and 
Transmission to build a 
transmission line from 
Alamosa County over La 
Veta pass. That proposal 
was doomed after a large 
landowner objected to the 
plan that prevented the 
acquisition of the needed 
right of way.

If the proposed study 
is funded, it will analyze 
three transmission cor-
ridors, 1. East from Ala-
mosa to Pueblo; 2. South 
from Alamosa to North-
ern New Mexico; and 3. 
Northwest from Alamosa 
then southwest to the 
Four Corners Area.

During the commission-
ers meeting, Laske listed 
the partners in the pro-
posal: Colorado Energy 
Office, New Mexico En-
ergy Office, New Mexico 
Renewable Energy Trans-
mission Office, Colorado 
Electric Transmission Au-
thority, Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
New Mexico State Univer-
sity, San Luis Valley Com-
missioners Association, 
San Luis Valley Council 
of Governments. The San 
Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative and Kit Car-
son Electric Cooperative 
are also partners.

In an interview with the 
Valley Courier, Alamosa 
County Commissioner 
Laske stressed that the 
concept paper-application 
she has submitted is a 
preliminary step that has 
yet to be approved.

Courier photo by John Waters

Power transmission lines on 8N in Alamosa County. The 
county has submitted a grant application to the Depart-
ment of Energy that would fund studies to analyze po-
tential routes for new transmission lines in and out of 
the Valley.

Nick Nevares collaborated with T-Road Brew-
ing Company in Crestone for a community 
Thanksgiving potluck meal on Nov. 19.

T-Road Brewing Company and Nick Nevares 
host Community Thanksgiving Dinner

By MARIE MCCOLM

CRESTONE — On 

Sunday, Nov. 19, the T-

Road Brewing Company 

along with Crestone’s 

Nick Nevares, hosted a 

community Thanksgiv-

ing potluck meal, from 

12 to 5 p.m. According to 

Nevares, the event was 

a success with approxi-

mately 500 people show-

ing up for Thanksgiving 

dinner. 

“I coordinated around 

30 turkeys to be cooked,” 

Nevares said. “My local 

MLS donated money, 

and a variety of other 

people donated money 

to the Crestone Mercan-

tile, and then they gave 

us the turkeys for whole-

sale. The remainder of 

the food was all potluck, 

so people just brought in 

the rest of the spread. It 

was all lovely.”

T-Road Brewing Com-

pany was decked out 

with festive lights out-

side of the establish-

ment. Just inside the 

door, the smell of freshly 

cooked turkey wafted 

through the air. A large 

table was set up in front 

of some bar stools, that 

held trays full of turkey. 

Two tables were set up 

next to the turkey table 

that had rolls and sweet 

potatoes. On the coun-

ter directly across from 

the turkey, were cups, 

plates, forks and spoons 

along with trays of 

mashed potatoes, stuff-

ing, pumpkin and pecan 

pies, whip cream, and 

other desserts. 

There were numerous 

tables for dining inside 

the establishment, with 

centerpieces made of fall 

leaves and pinecones, 

and some were adorned 

with a pear in the mid-

dle. On the corner of 

the tables, there was a 

large lit Christmas tree, 

with multicolored lights. 

There were also tables 

outside with large white 

tablecloths and chairs. 

A person played the pi-

ano that was inside the 

brewery. 

People were lined up 

smiling and laughing, 

as they entered T-Road 

to enjoy Thanksgiving 

Courtesy photos

Approximately 500 people attended the community Thanksgiving potluck on Nov. 
19 at T-Road Brewing Company in Crestone.

dinner. Children played 

outside. 

Crestone resident Lori 

Sunflower said it was a 
great time.

“Everyone has been 

happy that has come in. 

The people here are just 

talking and enjoying the 

food,” she said. 

Many people also gave 

thanks to Nevares for 

collaborating with the T-

Road Brewing Company 

on the wonderful event. 

Last year, fed more 

than 600 people at the 

Thanksgiving potluck.
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Just this past week-
end Ol’ Dutch decided 
to make the long jour-
ney up to Kansas and 
some of my past digs 
to see family.

Fast Freddy, my 
father these past 67 
years, needed a visit 
and so Miss Trixie 
and I pointed the Jeep 
north and soon were 
basking in the flat 
lands of my youth. 

It was good to get together and the 
trip had a two-fold purpose as my neph-
ew had recently married and was hav-
ing a reception and so we took my dad 
and mom up to that event. 

Mom wanted to make a day of it so 
since five members of the family had 
recently purchased new homes, we vis-
ited all of them so Mom could see all 
the decorating they had done. At each 
house, she and Trixie would take the 
grand tour while the men of the house, 
Dad and I would sit in the living room 
waiting because men generally don’t 
care what bedspreads are on the beds or 
pictures are on the walls.

I think the most interesting thing 
about the trip was getting to drive my 
Dad’s new Nissan Rogue car to the re-
ception and around the house tour. I 
had not been in a newer car for some 
time and boy was I in for a treat.

No sooner had I hit the onramp for 
the interstate, but the darned thing 
started to talk to me. Now I am used to 
the phone bossing me around, but this 
thing dinged and beeped and whizzed 
constantly. 

If a car came up beside us it dinged 
and beeped and a light came on over by 
the side mirror to warn you about the 

Riding the 
magic carpet

danger in the blind spot. The navigation 
screen was unbelievable, giving me all 
sorts of information most of which I did 
not need but found entertaining.

I was just getting comfortable driving 
and had found the cruise control and 
had settled back for a nice long drive 
up the interstate when something very 
disturbing happened. Suddenly I found 
myself fighting some invisible force that 
was trying to take over the steering.

This wasn’t like Miss Trixie and her 
back seat driving instructions, but it 
felt like actual hands were turning 
the wheel as we sped along at 75 mph. 
I about halfway panicked until Fast 
Freddy explained that it is the self-
driving mode.

For it seems it has this function much 
like a Swami riding a magic carpet that 
looks out ahead and follows the lines 
on the pavement. It was difficult to get 
used to I have to admit but the farther 
I went the better it seemed and soon 

I dreamed of just taking my hands off 
the wheel and browsing the Internet for 
house materials.

But that idea was squashed as Dad 
said it would slow down and stop if you 
took your hands off the wheel so there 
goes that idea.

So, we sped along out of my control 
and soon entered some traffic. Now the 
car began to slow and match the speed 
of the traffic ahead. And Ol’ Dutch, even 
the big thinker began to realize that a 
person can probably get a pretty good 
nap with this car as it will pretty much 
take care of you no matter where you 
go.

And since I cannot hear, the dings 
and beeps would not keep me awake ei-
ther. It took me some time but soon I 
came up with the idea of getting some 
of those Halloween hands to put on the 
steering wheel and then Ol’ Dutch could 
put the old chair back and catch some 
serious ZZZ’s.

Miss Trixie, upon hearing this idea 
let out a sigh and I could tell that at 
least with her along I would never get 
to experience the jet-set age of new-
fangled inventions we are living with. 
Obviously, she has more to live for than 
Ol’ Dutch as she always makes me pay 
attention when driving anywhere. 

We had a great time coming and go-
ing and if the darned thing would just 
see the deer and elk and avoid them it 
would be about as good as we can get.  
It may not be the Jetsons future that 
we were promised folks, but it’s getting 
there anyway. 

Wherever you are on this Thanksgiv-
ing weekend, I pray you have plenty of 
food and lots of love. 

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.com. 
Additional news can be found at www.
troutrepublic.com.

By BYRON YORK
The political world spends a lot of 

time discussing former President Don-
ald Trump’s lead over the Republican 
field in national polls -- currently at 
45.4%, according to the RealClearPoli-
tics average of polls. But, of course, 
the race will unfold as a series of state 
contests, beginning in Iowa on Jan. 15, 
New Hampshire on Jan. 23, Nevada 
on Feb. 8 and South Carolina on Feb. 
24. By then, Republicans should have a 
pretty good idea who their 2024 presi-
dential nominee will be.

Of course, Trump is leading in 
the early-voting state polls, too — a 
29.7-point lead in Iowa, a 27-point lead 
in New Hampshire and a 30.5-point 
lead in South Carolina. Something big 
will have to happen for Trump’s huge 
leads to disappear. But there is a sec-
ondary race, too — the race to be the 
backup nominee should Trump some-
how fail. Right now, the secondary race 
appears to be coming down to Ron De-
Santis vs. Nikki Haley, and Haley is 
emerging with a strong hand, at least 
for the moment.

As is always the case, there’s been a 
huge amount of campaigning in Iowa. 
It’s important to all the candidates, but 
even more important to candidates who 
are slipping in the polls and see a good 
finish in the first-voting state as a way 
to revive their fortunes. Currently, De-
Santis is going “all in” campaigning in 
Iowa in a move widely seen as an in-
dicator that he believes a poor showing 
there would not be survivable.

But here’s the problem with Iowa, 
even for candidates who manage to do 
well there. It’s been 23 years since a Re-
publican hopeful won the Iowa caucus-
es and then went on to win the Repub-
lican nomination. You have to go back 
to 2000, when George W. Bush won 
both the caucuses and the nomination, 
to find an Iowa winner who became the 

GOP’s standard-bearer.
New Hampshire has been a different 

story. In 2016, Trump won the primary 
and then the nomination. Mitt Romney 
did it in 2012, and John McCain did it 
in 2008. The last GOP candidate to lose 
the New Hampshire primary but still 
win the nomination was Bush in 2000.

Which brings the story back to De-
Santis. Say his efforts pay off and he 
does well in Iowa. (As for all the other 
candidates, “does well” means “finishes 
second to Trump.”) He will then have 
eight days to do well in New Hamp-
shire, where of course Trump is also 
leading. That’s where Haley’s strength 
could kick in and do some serious dam-
age to DeSantis.

A recent University of New Hamp-
shire poll found Trump leading Haley 
by a 42% to 20% margin, with Chris 
Christie in third place at 14% and De-
Santis in fourth with 9%. News cover-
age of the poll focused on Haley’s rise 
from 12% in the last UNH poll in Sep-
tember to 20% today. 

New Hampshire voters can register as 
Republican, Democrat or “undeclared,” 
and undeclared voters are allowed to 
vote in the Republican primary. The 
UNH poll showed Haley doing very well 
with undeclared voters. Among regis-
tered Republicans, Trump led Haley by 
a margin of 55% to 17% — a 38-point 
lead. Among undeclared voters, Haley 
led Trump by a slim margin of 25% to 
24%. In the new poll, undeclared voters 
made up 43% of the group of likely GOP 
primary voters surveyed. 

Of course, even with the undeclared 
support, Haley is still 22 points behind 
Trump. But the survey does point to the 
importance of undeclared voters in New 
Hampshire, and it raises the subject of 
mischief voting. In the past, some Dem-
ocrats have urged fellow Democrats to 
re-register to undeclared temporarily 
in order to vote in the Republican pri-

mary. On the other side, in 2008, the 
late Rush Limbaugh famously created 
“Operation Chaos” in which he urged 
Republicans to vote in the Democratic 
primary race between Barack Obama 
and Hillary Clinton.

Now, there are special concerns about 
possible mischief voting in the 2024 New 
Hampshire primary because President 
Joe Biden has offended many in New 
Hampshire by throwing the state out of 
the first group of Democratic primaries, 
choosing instead to start with South 
Carolina, where Biden won in 2020. So 
what will New Hampshire Democrats, 
facing a new situation in January, do? 
Would the Republican primary be a 
perfect place for a Democrat to cast a 
protest vote against Trump — and for 
Haley — in the Republican primary? 

Andrew Smith, director of the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire poll, down-
plays the possibility, saying mischief 
voting has never been a serious factor 
in a New Hampshire primary. “Regard-
ing independents, very few, about 3% 
of voters, move from one party to an-
other over primary cycles,” Smith said 
in an email exchange. “Most indepen-
dents who are really Democrats will 
vote in the Democratic primary or stay 
at home. It’s hard enough to get people 
to vote in their own party’s primary, let 
alone the other party.”

If the New Hampshire Republican 
primary were held today, it seems clear 
that Haley would beat DeSantis. And 
then the campaign would move on to 
South Carolina, where Haley happens 
to be the former governor and where 
she leads DeSantis 18.8% to 10.5%, ac-
cording to the RealClearPolitics aver-
age of polls. If a candidate wins New 
Hampshire and South Carolina, no 
matter what happened in Iowa, that 
candidate is probably on the way to the 
nomination. 

Of course, right now, that candidate 
looks to be Trump. But the secondary 
race is important, too, given Trump’s 
legal situation and the always-there 
possibility that something weird could 
happen in a very unusual Republican 
campaign. In that event, the winner of 
the secondary race could become the 
Republican nominee. And at the mo-
ment, Haley is coming on strong.

Byron York is chief political corre-
spondent for The Washington Exam-
iner.

Will stars align for Haley in bizarre GOP contest?
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Lifestyles
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The Saguache Volunteer Fire Department Auxiliary held a fundraising bake sale on Friday, Nov. 10, in front of the 
Saguache Town Market.

Saguache Volunteer Fire Department 
Auxiliary hosts a fundraising bake sale

Auxiliary 
also gives 
information 

about the Fire 
Department

By MARIE MCCOLM
SAGUACHE — The 

Saguache Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary 
held a fundraising bake 
sale on Friday, Nov. 10, 
in front of the Saguache 
Town Market. The bake 
sale was held from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. The women at 
the sale were all smiles 
and plenty of people 
lined up to purchase 
baked goods. 

The items offered at 
the sale included a fresh 
variety of sweets and 
breads with sugar-free 
and gluten-free options 
as well. The auxiliary 
sold zucchini, pumpkin, 
banana, and cornbread, 
cookies, pies, muffins, 
and much more. Around 
noon, the group was 
down to just a few cook-
ies and a few muffins. 

Co-chair for the auxil-
iary Chella Moores said 
they had done well.

“We sold a lot this 
morning. The support 
we have gotten from the 
community and the lo-
cals has been so great. 
We had a lot of baked 
goods with us, this has 
been great,” Moores said.

Co-chair for the aux-
iliary Jessica Phillips 
also spoke about the vol-
unteer department and 
other fundraising events.

“There are 13 mem-
bers in the volunteer fire 

department,” she said. 
“They have around 200 
fires per year. The vol-
unteers are also first re-
sponders, so they answer 
all other calls as well. We 
try to hold a bake sale 
two times a year. As an-
other fundraising event, 
we will also be holding 
our annual New Year’s 
celebration, a dinner and 
dance, and an auction 
at the Saguache County 
Community building. 
Everyone is invited to at-
tend that too.” 

Phillips said that the 
volunteer fire depart-
ment is excited about 
auctioning off a .22 
Tribute Rifle that was 
donated to them by the 
Salida Gunshop, at this 
year’s New Year’s cel-
ebration. She said that 
since Saguache doesn’t 
really have a business 
community, they rely on 
the entire Valley includ-
ing Salida, Alamosa, and 
Monte Vista to help with 
things.

“We really appreciate 
all the support the busi-
nesses give us. Kudos to 
all the businesses that 
help us out,” she said.

Phillips said that the 
fire department also does 
other things for the com-
munity. Phillips, who 
is also a teacher, said 
that October was Fire 
Prevention Awareness 
Month. The department 
visited schools dressed 
in full gear to talk to the 
kids about fire safety. 
They also gave the kids 
coloring books and cray-
ons along with packets 
with helmets and a little 
craft for the kids to put 
together a small fire 

truck.
Cassandra Bison of the 

auxiliary said that they 
also had a junior crew 
on the fire department. 
There were two children 
sitting with the women 
as well. Bison introduced 
Hadley Livings, and 
Wesson Hall. Bison said 
that both kids make it to 
all the meetings.

“We brag about the de-
mographic because we 
finally have a crew that 
has all age groups. That 
is our goal to keep a de-
mographic of all the kids 
and have them make it 
to all the meetings too,” 
Bison said.   

The Saguache Volun-
teer Fire Department 
was established in 1902. 
The Chief is Kendal 
Adolph. 

For more information 
about the Saguache Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
visit their Facebook page. 
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Sports

Second Team All-Valley Football 

Josiah Jiron
Antonito H.S.

Lucas Garcia
 Sargent H.S.

Jacob Martinez
Mountain Valley H.S

Shelton Sowards
Centauri H.S.

Samuel Aguilera
Sierra Grande H.S

Craig Williams 
Del Norte H.S

Roj Larson
Sanford H.S.

Heber Reed
Sanford H.S.

Kolby Shellabarger
Sangre de Cristo H.S.

Braiden Cantu
Sangre de Cristo H.S.

Jace Pacheco
Del Norte H.S.

Second-team 
Offense

Second-team 
Defense

Derek Martinez
Sierra Grande H.S.

Jesus Valadez
Center H.S

Darius Cisneros-Gomez
Antonito H.S.

Kaden Madrid
Monte Vista H.S.

Luis Valadez
Center H.S.

Riley Heater
Mountain Valley H.S

James Sanchez
Sanford H.S.

Michael Motz
Alamosa H.S.

Kevin Cisneros
Monte Vista H.S

Jordan Garcia
Centauri H.S.

Fernando Venzor
Sargent H.S.

All-Valley Football Sponsors
GOLD SPONSORS

Absolute Shine AutoBody & Paint

Alamosa Building Supply

Alamosa State Bank

Colorado Realty and Land

Colorado Sports

San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Valley Courier

Vibrant Valley Photography

Woody’s Q Shack

SILVER SPONSORS

Cottonwood Dental

GoodSpeed Auto

Linda Jalisco

SLV Health

The Village Pub

BRONZE SPONSOR

Trinchera Ranch

Be sure to check out Saturday 11/25's 

edition for  the All-Valley Football-First 

Team Offense and Defense.

Sports Bulletin
SCHEDULE

FRIDAY
College men’s 
basketball

Adams State at 
Alaska-Anchorage, 
9:30 p.m.

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State at 
Alaska-Anchorage, 
7:15 p.m.

SATURDAY
College men’s

 basketball
Adams State at 

Alaska-Anchorage, 
9:30 p.m.

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State at 

Alaska-Anchorage, 
7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY
Prep boys 
basketball

Center at Salida, 
4:30 p.m.

Creede at La Veta, 
4:30 p.m.

Prep girls 
basketball

Center at Salida, 
4:30 p.m.

Creede at La Veta, 
4:30 p.m.

Prep girls 
swimming

Sargent, Pueblo 
Centennial at Pueblo 
South, 5 p.m.
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ENTERTAINING?
Open 10-6 Mon-Sat

611 Main • Alamosa
(719) 206 - 2844

Hobbies, Games, Arts, 
Gifts and Crafts!

Hours: 11 am - 7 pm • Mon. - Sat.
709 Main 937-2570 Alamosa20% Off

Entire Store Fri. November, 24

10% Off
When You Bring This Ad In The Store

412 Main St. • La Jara • (719) 274-5109
Store M-F 8am-6pm • Sat 9am-5pm  

Pharmacy M-F 9am-6pm • Sat 10am-5pm

Carly Santi, MS, RDH, LLC
Dental Hygienist in Monte Vista

Providing quality, preventative oral 
health care to adults and children.

Including:
• Dental Hygiene Exams

• X-Rays (Including Pain-Free Bitewings!)
• Dental Cleanings • Fluoride Treatments

• Sealants • Supportive Periodontal Maintenance
• Non-Surgal Periodontal Treatment

• Teeth Whitening • and More

Referral to general dentists 
and specialists as needed.

Over 20 years of experience!
Appointments available as soon as next week

Carly Santi, MS, RDH, LLC
1120 Park Ave.  Monte Vista

719.849.9749

ELECTION OF THE SAN LUIS VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on Tuesday, 
the 5th day of December, 2023 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m.  The Board of Directors of the District has designated the 
following polling place within the District:
Office of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District
296 Miles Street
Town of Center, Saguache County, Colorado
At said election, the electors of the District shall vote for Director(s) 
to serve the following term(s) of office on the Board of Directors of 
the District:
One Director for Division III for a 3-Year Term
The name(s) of person(s) nominated and term(s) of office for which 
nominated are as follows:
Tuck Slane, Director for Division III for a 3-year term 
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that an elector of said District for the 
purpose of said election is a person who (1) owns taxable real prop-
erty within the District, and (2) is over the age of twenty-one years.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications for absent voter’s bal-
lots may be filed with the Secretary of the District, Amy S. Dean, at 
296 Miles Street, Center, Colorado until 4:00 p.m. on the Friday im-
mediately preceding the election.  Affidavits of intent to be a write-in 
candidate must be filed no later than 4:00 o’clock p.m. on the Friday 
immediately preceding the election (Friday, the 1st of December, 
2023).
San Luis Valley Irrigation District
By:   /s/   Amy S. Dean__               
Secretary
No. 3664.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 10, 17, & 24, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screen-
ing. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. 
Call 1-833-939-0353. 
(11/29/2023AS)

LOST CAT NEAR 
HARTSEL RD., WEST 
of BLANCA, south 
of US160. Answers to 
“SKINNY”. Gray, 8 yo, 
fixed male. Please call 
719-480-1013/719-298-
1982. (11/29/23AS)

FOUND: COOLER 
11/12/23 on Hwy. 17. 
Describe contents 719-
740-0004. (11/25/23AS)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23-monthlyAS)

Job Title: Line Cook

Dates of Employment: Starting ASAP

Employment Terms: Temporary to start with potential for full-time, 

year-round employment  

Expected Hours: 40+ hours/week, weekends, holidays

Pay: from $20.00 per hour, depending on experience; benefit eligibil-

ity after probationary period
Job Purpose: Trinchera Ranch is looking for an experienced and 
talented Line Cook for the Guest/Hunting Lodge. 
Essential Duties/ Responsibilities:

• Prepare breakfast, lunch, and dinner for large parties, small 
gatherings, and in private chef settings

• Ensure that food comes out simultaneously, in high quality, and 
in a timely fashion

• Work with a wide variety of cuisine including game and health-
conscious fare

• Put away items from food order, stocking of all pantries, 
organizing and heavy lifting required

• Ability to work weekends, overtime, and holidays
• Adhere to and implement sanitation regulations and safety 

regulations.
• Ability to work independently and as part of a team
• Perform other Ranch duties as assigned

Job Qualifications:
Knowledge: Strong knowledge of cooking methods, kitchen equip-
ment, and best practices.
Skill: Upscale food presentation, preparation of game and 
health-conscious fare
Ability: Teamwork-oriented, creative, strong attention to detail
Education: Professional culinary training is preferred
Experience: Minimum of three years’ experience working in a similar 
setting.  Prior guest ranch experience preferred

To apply for this position, please email your resume or work 
experience and salary requirements to Allison Reagan, Human 

Resources Manager at Allison.Reagan@TrincheraRanch.com. 
Please note “Sous Chef” in subject line of email. 

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds. (AS)

DR I V ER / LA BOR: 
MUST HAVE depend-
able ¾ ton+ full size 
pickup, good driving 
record, must be de-
pendable, have CON-
STRUCTION EXPERI-
ENCE, & pass a drug 
test. Call 719-992-1396. 
(12/22/23AS)

NORTH CONEJOS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applica-
tions for (1) Centauri 
HIGH SCHOOL HEAD 
TRACK COACH. Ap-
plications are available 
at North Conejos School 
District, 17887 US Hwy 
285, LA JARA, CO 
or can be downloaded 
at www.northconejos.
com. Submit application 
to Mr. Darren Edgar, 
Superintendent. Appli-
cation deadline is until 
position is filled. EOE. 
(11/25/23AS)

ALAMOSA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT is now ac-
cepting applications 
for the following posi-
tions: GIRLS ASSIS-
TANT BASKETBALL 
COACH (AHS). Ap-
plications are available 
online at https://www.
alamosa.k12.co.us/ For 
more information, con-
tact Tracy Vigil at 719-
587-1600. Application 
deadline is until filled. 
EOE. (11/25/23AS)

H E L P  WA N T E D : 
COOK & WAITRESS 
(will train) at the Wagon 
Wheel in LA JARA. 
Contact Margie, 719-
274-5965. (12/2/23AS)

BOOKKEEPER: LO-
CA L ,  W E L L - R E -
S P E C T E D  N O N -
PROFIT agency hiring 
a full-time bookkeeper. 
Responsibilities include 
payroll and benefits ad-
ministration and support 
for other accounting 
projects. We’re looking 
for a motivated, values-
driven individual with 
experience in Quick-
Books, Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of serving others. 
Salary $40k-45k, DOE, 
full benefit package. 
Send cover letter, re-
sume/request job de-
scription to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719-589-5909 
ext238. www.lapuente.
net (12/20/23AS)

DE L NORT E J R /
SR HIGH SCHOOL 
is accepting applica-
tions for a SECOND-
ARY FOREIGN LAN-
GUAGE TEACHER 
and ENGLISH LAN-
GUAGE LEARNER 
(ELL) K-12 SITE CO-
ORDINATOR. The ap-
plicant will need to able 
to teach Spanish. The 
applicant will also be 
responsible for manag-
ing the ELL require-
ments of CDE, includ-
ing ACCESS testing for 
ELLs, ELL identifica-
tion, and ELL classroom 
supports. If interested, 
please send a completed 
application, resume, and 
cover letter to Annie 
Hardy, DNHS Principal 
at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy at 
(719) 657-4020 for more 
information. Applica-
tions can be download-
ed from www.urtigers.
co. (12/15/23AS)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
S C H O O L  D I S -
TRICT. Must have a 
high school diploma 
and or GED and some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
exp e r ienc e.  P lea se 
contact Leslie Marti-
nez at 719-657-4040, 
x1100 or email her at 
lmartinez@urtigers.co. 
(12/15/23AS)

SALAZAR MEATS 
NEAR MANASSA in-
terviewing for salaried, 
full-time MANAGE-
M EN T P OSI T ION, 
starting $40-50K based 
on experience. Please 
call 347-407-1622 for 
next steps in the hiring 
process. (12/15/23AS)

ACC E P T I NG A P-
PLICATIONS FOR 
MACHINIST: Working 
knowledge of manual 
lathe & mill required, 
horizontal boring mill, 
and/or CNC experience 
a plus. Equal Opportuni-
ty Employer & drug free 
workplace. Must have 
HS diploma/GED, voca-
tional degree, or equiva-
lent industry experience. 
For full details call 719-
852-5070 or email to 
hr@brimhallindustrial.
com. (11/29/23AS)
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Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

PROPANE

19275 US Hwy 285 • La Jara
804-4GASGUY

email: innovationpropanesolutions@gmial.com

$1.699
PER GALLON 

FOR THE REST 
OF NOVEMBER

WOUND CARE RN/ 
CERTIFIED HYPER-
BARIC. RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL has an open-
ing in our Wound Clinic 
and Hyperbaric Oxygen 
(HBO) therapy Center in 
DEL NORTE, COLO-
RADO. Must be a RN 
Colorado license, CPR, 
Wound Care certified, 
Certified or eligible to test 
for Certified Hyperbaric 
Specialist, Experience in 
Wound Care, must un-
derstand wound care and 
practices; capable of deal-
ing with people and work-
ing closely with patients 
and physicians; workable 
knowledge of safety pro-
cedures; must have pa-
tience and enthusiasm as 
well as the willingness and 
ability to handle difficult 
situations with good judg-
ment; must be able to work 
as a team member; must be 
willing to learn. RGH is an 
EOE. If interested, please 
complete a job application 
found on RGH website at 
www.riograndehospital.
org . (11/29/23AS)

NOW HIRING: THE 
HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY OF THE CITY OF 
ALAMOSA is seeking 
a full-time ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR. Preferred 
qualifications include a 
bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration or a 
minimum of 3 to 5 years 
of business and supervi-
sor experience. Qualified 
candidates must have a 
background in computer 
data base skills, grant writ-
ing experience, bilingual 
skills desirable and must 
work well with the public. 
Background check will 
be required upon offering 
the position. We offer a 
competitive salary and 
a great benefit package. 
Please call for more in-
formation 719-589-6694. 
Please summit a letter of 
intent and resume no later 
than November 27, 2023 to 
213 Murphy Dr. Alamosa, 
Co. 81101. (11/25/23AS)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 
is accepting applications 
for an INFANT/TOD-
DLER CAREGIVER 
at the MVSD Early 
Learning Center. This 
is a full-time position. A 
complete list of qualifi-
cations can be viewed on 
the district website. The 
district offers a com-
petitive salary and an 
excellent benefit pack-
age including employee 
health, dental, vision, 
HSA match, and life 
coverage. The salary 
for this position will be 
paid from the current 
MVSD Paraprofessional 
Salary Schedule, which 
can be viewed on the 
district website - Ad-
ministrative Information 
page. Placement on the 
salary schedule will be 
determined by educa-
tion and experience at 
time of hire. Applica-
tions may be submit-
ted through our online 
employment applica-
tion https://www.pirates.
monte.k12.co.us/em-
ploymentopportunities 
by November 27, 2023 
or until the position is 
filled. For application 
questions contact the 
District Administration 
Office at 719-852-5996. 
(11/29/23AS)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23AS)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN-AS)
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Classifieds

345 -

WOOD

611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

314- 

CLOTHING

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

420 - LOTS & 

ACREAGES

720 - HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

713 - PICKUP 

TRUCKS

DE L O S S I N DUS -
TRIES IN ALAMOSA 
is Hiring Full-Time, 
40 Hours Per Week, 
Wages 24 to 40 Dol-
lars Per Hour. Looking 
to hire: EQUIPMENT 
MECHANICS, ME-
CHANICS HELPER, 
WELDERS and MA-
CHINIST. The me-
chanics helper will be 
pared with a mechanic 
in the shop. Primary 
equipment serviced and 
maintained are forklifts 
and materials handling 
related equipment. This 
is a full-time position, 
40 hours per week. Paid 
vacation and sick leave. 
Health insurance may 
be provided. Pay rate 
is 24 to 40 dollars per 
hour, depending on ex-
perience. Tools are pro-
vided. Must have clean 
driving record, CDL is 
a plus. Must pass drug 
test and background 
check. Must have stable 
work history. This is a 
career opportunity with 
a stable company that 
has been in the Valley 
for 36 years. Shop is 
located in Alamosa, 
CO. Call 719-589-3213 
for interview or send 
resume to DelossJohn@
aol.com. (1/13/23AS)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are 
now accepting applica-
tions for the position of 
SECONDARY SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER, for the 
remaining 2023-2024 
School Year. Qualifi-
cations; Special Edu-
cation Certification as 
required by the State 
of Colorado or such 
alternative to the above 
qualifications as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(12/6/23AS)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE OFFICER or 
POLICE APPR EN-
TICE to protect the 
lives, safety, health, 
welfare, and property of 
individuals within the 
corporate limits of Ala-
mosa by enforcing mu-
nicipal, state and federal 
statutes, ordinances and 
laws.  Incumbents may 
be assigned to the Patrol 
Division, Investigations 
Division and/or special 
assignments necessary 
to protect and serve the 
needs of individuals 
relating to law enforce-
ment. Hiring annual sal-
ary is $49,400 - $59,383 
DOQ, FLSA Non- Ex-
empt. Fringe benefits in-
clude a 401K retirement 
with a 10% employer 
and employee match, 
11.5 holidays per year, 2 
personal days, 80 hours 
of sick leave, 80 hours 
of vacation leave per 
year. Employer paid life 
insurance, STD, LTD & 
AD&D, 75% of medi-
cal, vision, and dental 
premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. For a full job 
description and to apply, 
visit cityofalamosa.org 
or stop by City Hall at 
300 Hunt Ave. The City 
of Alamosa provides 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment for accommo-
dations please submit 
them in writing with the 
application. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23AS)
CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE CHIEF to 
provide administrative 
leadership, direction, 
planning, and organiz-
ing the activities of the 
Police Department in 
law enforcement and 
crime prevention. Hir-
ing annual salary is 
$103,869 - $113,300 
D O Q ,  F L S A  E x -
empt. Fringe benefits in-
clude a 401K retirement 
with a 10% employer 
and employee match, 
11.5 holidays per year, 2 
personal days, 80 hours 
of sick leave, 80 hours of 
vacation leave per year, 
and 80 hours of exempt 
PTO a year. Employer 
paid l ife insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships. For a full 
job description and to 
apply, visit cityofala-
mosa.org or stop by City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Ave. 
The City of Alamosa 
provides Equal Op-
portunity Employment 
for accommodations 
please submit them in 
writing with the ap-
plication. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23AS)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VALLEY 
COURIER. Contact 
Kei t h  a t  719 -589 -
2553. (2/26-TFN-AS)

SPRINKLER WIN-
TERIZATION, RE-
PA I R & I NSTA L-
LATION. Quick Ser-
vice! Call evenings & 
weekends: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23AS)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS. 
(AS)

W O L V E R I N E 
BOOTS, SIZE 9.5M, 
excel lent h ik ing or 
work  boot ,  wa t e r-
proof, awesome con-
dition. 719-256-4058. 
(11/22/23AS)

HORSE & COW HAY: 
GRASS, GRASS/AL-
FALFA, ALFALFA. 
3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(12/6/23AS-monthly)

NAT I V E  G R A S S 
HAY for sale. Small 
bales, HORSE HAY 
QUA L I T Y.  USDA 
c e r t i f i e d .  C a l l  o r 
text (719)657-1876. 
(12/19/23AS)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(12/29/23AS)

FIR EWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23AS)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick. (AS)

ACCEPTING BIDS 
FOR IRRIGATION 
EQUIPMENT on Sub-
district #1 Property. 
Detailed information 
regarding the irrigation 
equipment is available 
for review by appoint-
ment at the RGWCD 
office or by visiting the 
District’s website at 
www.rgwcd.org/subdis-
trict-no-1-bid. For more 
information, call the 
District office at (719) 
589-6301 or by email-
ing taylor@rgwcd.org. 
Bids must be received 
no later than 4:00 p.m. 
on December 1st, 2023. 
Late bids will not be 
accepted. (12/1/23AS)

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda. (AS)

LIKE NEW ELEC-
T R IC HO SPI TA L 
BED with remote, bed 
is mobile, mattress & 
rails included. Call 719-
480-1210. (1/16/24AS)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is 
a nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs 
to us to help 
in this situ-
ation. Spay/

neuter is one 
of the greatest 

gifts you can provide 
your pet, your family, 
and your community. 
We have found good 
responsible homes for 
over 8,000 animals. 
C o n t a c t  719 -5 8 7-
9663 (WOOF); email: 
wo of@s lvaws . o r g. 
(TFN-AS)

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

Cont.

Cont.

C O M M E R C I A L 
G R E E N H O U S E /
WAREHOUSE: 7,000 
square feet, less than 10 
years old, and built well. 
Has living space, full 
bathroom, and a com-
mercial kitchen, Can-
nabis Licenses avail-
able. $375,000 (owner 
willing to carry financ-
ing) or may rent it. AN-
TONITO, CO 719-298-
8908. (12/1/23AS)

M U LT I P L E  3 5 + 
ACRE TRACTS For 
Sale. The Rio Grande 
Water Conservation 
District is accepting 
sealed bids for tracts 
of land LOCATED 
AT 14355 G.5, AN-
TONITO. The mini-
mum acceptable bid is 
$2,000/acre. Bids must 
be received by U.S. mail 
or hand delivered to 
the RGWCD’s office 
at 8805 Independence 
Way, Alamosa, CO 
81101. Detailed infor-
mation regarding the 
tracts is available for 
review by appointment 
at the RGWCD office or 
by visiting the District’s 
website at www.rgwcd.
org/subdistrict-no-3/
publicbid. The land 
may be inspected with 
District personnel by 
appointment only. Ap-
pointments can be made 
by calling the District 
office at (719) 589-6301 
or by emailing angelo@
rgwcd.org. Bids must be 
received no later than 
4:00 p.m. on January 
31st, 2024. Late bids 
will not be accepted.  
The District reserves 
the right to reject any 
bid in its sole discretion. 
(1/27/2024AS)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172.(E-TFN-AS)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN-AS)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry. (AS)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel. (AS)

2 0 0 2  F O R D  E X-
PLORER, $1,250 or 
best offer. Has newer 
tires. Text or call 719-
937-8382. (11/22/23AS)

‘ 0 7  S U B A R U 
WAGON needs mo-
tor: $1,500. ‘02 SU-
Z U K I  D R Z 4 0 0 : 
$750, needs motor. 
Old GOOSE NECK 
HORSE TRAILER: 
$800. 719-293-0806. 
(11/25/23-CR-AS)

713 - PICKUP 

TRUCKS

2015 RAM LONG-
HORN ECO DIESEL, 
4-wheel drive, red over 
cream, 103,000 miles, 
$27,000. 719-376-5639. 
(11/22/23AS)

2002 FORD SUPER 
DUTY DIESEL pickup 
4X4 with 6 speed man-
ual trans., 7.3 motor, 
after market exhaust 
brake, trailer brake, 
new batteries, extra 
fuel tank, load lifter 
air lift, 115,000 miles, 
tires are very good and 
included are 2 spares. 
Clean inside and out, 
has always been ga-
raged and maintained 
regularly. There is a 
dent in the front bumper 
and a small dent in the 
tailgate. There is an 
extra homemade tail-
gate included if wanted. 
$25,000 OBO. Sorry, 
cannot take payments. 
719-852-2285 or email 
gret tjoyce6@gmail.
com. (12/8/23E-AS)

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23AS)

4

$24.00



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: I have been 
married to my high school 
sweetheart for 30 years. 
Recently, she shared details 
of two infidelities that she 
had with other men. 

 The first was with an 
individual on the staff of our 
church who held himself out 
to be my friend. My wife says 
it was an unprovoked attack, 
where he forced himself upon 
her. But when I asked why 
she didn’t resist or fight him 
off, she said she didn’t know 
and that maybe, deep down, 
she wanted it to happen. The 
second was someone she met 
at a bar and had developed 
a relationship with. When I 
was away on business trips, 
she stayed with him over-
night on four occasions. 

 She tells me these things 
happened more than 20 
years ago and she’s been 
faithful since, but to put it 
bluntly, I am devastated and 
unconvinced that that’s the 
entire story. I believed my 
wife to be faithful during 
our marriage. 

 I guess I was naive be-
cause, over the years, she 
was jealous and accused me 
of something nefarious if I 
even looked at a woman, al-
though I never strayed. Now 
I’m doubting everything. Did 
we live a fictional life? Were 
we ever truly happy? How 
can I believe that she’s been 
faithful since? 

 The fact of the matter is 
I DON’T BELIEVE HER. I 
still love her, but every time 
I look at her, I think about 

what she told me, and I’m 
having a hard time coping 
with this information. I don’t 
think I will ever get over 
this. What should I do? -- 
DOESN’T BELIEVE HER 
IN FLORIDA

 DEAR DOESN’T BE-
LIEVE: I can feel your pain, 
and for that, you have my 
sympathy. You may need 
the help of a marriage and 
family counselor to figure out 
the answers to the questions 
you are asking yourself. 
Once you have started on 
that path, ask your wife to 
join you. Solid marriages are 
built on trust. Only if that 
can be reestablished will 
your marriage be healed.

 DEAR ABBY: Three 
months ago, I lost my dear, 
loving wife (the best part of 
me) to cancer, COVID-19, 
pneumonia and heart prob-
lems. We had a great mar-
riage, not perfect, but the 
happiest times of our lives. In 
disbelief, carrying a burden 
of grief, sorrow and pain, I 
am lonely and alone, but it 
is getting lighter with each 
passing day. I know I don’t 
want to spend the rest of my 
remaining time this way. 

 We were together 40 
years, rearing a blended 
family of four children. Then, 
seven grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren 
came along. How long should 
I wait before considering 
looking around, dating and 
searching for someone to 
share my life with? I am be-
ing bombarded with interest 

from women I do not know, 
which I did not expect. -- 
ALONE IN ALABAMA

 DEAR ALONE: Please 
accept my sympathy for your 
loss. Your loneliness, pain 
and vulnerability are pal-
pable. This is why, when you 
start dipping your toe into 
the dating pool, it’s impor-
tant to take your time and 
not rush into any “quickie” 
entanglements. 

 Realize that as a senior 
widower, you are now a hot 
commodity. You will meet 
many women as the weeks 
go on. There’s a good reason 
why folks are advised not 
to make any serious deci-
sions for a year after a loss 
such as the one you have 
experienced. Take your time 
and avoid jumping into any 
serious commitments in the 
coming months.

Wife’s admissions damage 
husband’s trust in her word



Holiday Greetings

FSWB offers variety of 
banking services

Miss Merry Christmas Sarah DeLaCerda, Little Miss 

Isabella Avila, and Little Mister Ezequiel Chavez heard 

about the all of the banking services offered at First 

Southwest Bank in Alamosa, Center and Saguache when 

they visited with regional branch manager Yuri Candejas, 

and financial services representatives Samantha Saiz 
and Jessica Medina.

SLV Federal Bank kicks 

off ‘Spirit of Giving’
SLV Federal Bank’s Spirit of Giving program enters its 23rd year, 
allowing the bank’s members to decide where a portion of the 
bank’s community support budget should go. Members can cast 
one vote per account and name their favorite SLV community 
non-profit organization to receive a portion of the $35,000 set 
aside for the program. Members may vote online at “www.slvfb.
com/spirit” or at any of the bank’s three branches. Staff members 
shown with Miss Merry Christmas Sarah DeLaCerda, Little 

Miss Isabella Avila, and Little Mister Ezequiel Chavez are, from 

left, Joelle Boos, Chad Crowther, Jamilia Ruybal, Kyle Burnett, 

Dolene Rodman and Amanda Maez.

fswb.bank
866.641.3792 |  info@fswb.com
ALAMOSA • CENTER • CORTEZ • DURANGO • PAGOSA SPRINGS • SAGUACHE

2022 Spirit of Alamosa Winner
Alamosa Chamber of Commerce

2022 & 2021 Community Rural Lender of the Year
U.S. Small Business Administration

Serving the San Luis Valley for Over 100 Years

The Warmest 
Holiday Wishes to 
Family & Friends

Congratulations

Miss 
Merry Christmas

Little Miss
Merry Christmas

Little Mister
Merry Christmas

SARAH 
DELACERDA

ISABELLA 
AVILA

EZEQUIEL 
CHAVEZ
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