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Percentage Yield.  Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. This 11-month CD or IRA 
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$1,000. Effective August 29, 2023.  This CD Special is available for a limited time and 
will end without notice.  .  Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender.

Minimum balance 
to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

SLV airport 
board to meet
ALAMOSA — San Luis 

Valley Regional Airport 
Advisory Board Meeting 
is scheduled for Thursday, 
Nov. 9, 8:15 a.m. — 9:15 a.m. 
This meeting will be held at 
the airport, upstairs, in the 
Operations Training Office 
above Centric Aviation.  The 
public is invited to attend.

Board of County 
Commissioners 

to meet 
Wednesday

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
Board of County Commissioners 
will meet on Wednesday, Nov. 
8, at 8:30 a.m. in their chambers 
located at 8900 Independence 
Way in Alamosa.

The meeting will also be 
available on Zoom with the 
ID 270-314-6874. On the 
consent agenda are items 
regarding a CDC Infrastructure 
Grant, Alamosa County/
Costilla County Land Use 
IGA (Intergovernmental 
Agreement), and Alamosa 
County/Rio Grande County 
Land Use IGA. 

On the agenda is a public 
hearing for the Alamosa 
County 2024 budget, Mosca 
Wastewater fees, and a 
proclamation for National 
Adoption Day. The public is 
invited to attend.

Paint and sip 
fundraiser for 

AHS After Prom 
is Nov. 16

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
High School After Prom 
Committee will host a paint 
and sip fundraiser beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 16 at the 
Wet Paintbrush.

The cost is $40 and will 
benefit this year’s After Prom 
event. The featured painting 
is a Christmas snow globe. 
To purchase a ticket or for 
more information, email 
AHSafterprom24@gmail.com.

Holiday Bake 
Sale and Bazaar 
set for Nov. 17
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

Christian Reformed Church 
will be having its Holiday Bake 
Sale and Bazaar from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 17, 
and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 18.

Cinnamon rolls, coffee, and 
cider will be served on both 
days, and there will be many 
vendors with great gifts.

The event will be held at the 
Waverly Youth and Community 
Center, 1836 County Road 10 
South in Alamosa County.  For 
directions or information, call 
717-589-2072 or 719-589-2001.

First time many remember 
seeing such a delegation in SLV

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
ALAMOSA — In two separate events, first-term Rep. 

Matt Martinez (D-D62) brought seven members of Colo-
rado state legislature’s Latino Caucus and Colorado’s 
Speaker of the House Rep. Julie McClusckie to Alamosa 
last week where substantive conversations were held 
with community members about issues facing residents 

Some of the participants at Sunday’s Town Hall at Shoot-
ing Stars Cultural and Leadership Center. Rep. Matt Mar-

tinez (foreground, far right) and Speaker of the House 
Julie McCluskie (to Martinez’s left) met with community 

members for more than two hours.

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Rep. Martinez brings Latino Caucus, 
Speaker of the House to Valley

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA — While 

still under investiga-
tion, a wood stove is sus-
pected to be the possible 
cause of a late-night fire 
Saturday, Nov. 4, that 
destroyed a double-wide 
manufactured home 
about 12 miles southwest 
of here.

Capt. Zach Cerny of 
the Alamosa Fire Depart-
ment said firefighters 
were paged about 11:30 
p.m. Saturday to 251 
County Road 12 South 
where they found the 
home fully involved in 
fire. While the single resi-
dent escaped unharmed, 
four cats and a dog per-
ished in the blaze that 
also destroyed a sport 

utility vehicle parked 
near the home.

The male resident was 
checked by medical per-
sonnel on scene but was 
not transported for further 
evaluation, Cerny said.

Due to the advanced 
stage of the blaze, fire-
fighters were only able to 
fight it “defensively” and 
were unable to enter the 
structure.

Cerny said Alamosa, 
Carmel and Monte Vista 
firefighters were on scene 
for about three hours. 
Alamosa responded with 
five trucks and 11 person-
nel while Carmel provid-
ed two trucks and six per-
sonnel and Monte Vista 
had two trucks and seven 
personnel.
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Water from a deck gun on one of Alamosa Fire Department’s fire trucks is shown being 
applied to the blaze that destroyed a home late Saturday night about 12 miles south of 
Alamosa. The single male resident escaped, but four cats and a dog perished in the fire.

Wood stove suspected in blaze that destroyed home

Courier photo by John Waters

The ASU Chamber Choir in a spectacular performance under the direction of 
Beth Robison at Sacred Heart Church in Alamosa on Nov. 3. 

Review: Bravo — ASU Chamber 
Choir resonates in Alamosa

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor
ALAMOSA — Be-

fore a large audience on 
Nov. 3 at Sacred Heart 
Church in Alamosa, the 
Adams State University 
Department of Music 
and the School of Visual 
Performing Arts — ASU 
Chamber Choir pre-
sented a stunning vocal 
concert.

Under the direction of 
Beth Robison, the group 
performed a repertoire 

spanning several centu-
ries beginning with the 
“Magnificat anima mea” 
from the five-piece Mag-
nificat in B flat major by 
Italian composer Fran-
cesco Durante (1684-
1755).

The excellent per-
formance of Durante’s 
worked well in the su-
perb acoustics that the 
church offers.

Durante was a com-
poser in the Baroque pe-
riod who specialized in 

sacred music. The work 
is a prime example of 
this genre and the com-
position, sung in Latin, 
begins with, “Magnificat 
anima mea Dominum, 
My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the lord.”

In a shift to contem-
porary composers, the 
“Gift to Sing” with mu-
sic composed by Thomas 
LaVoy (b.1990), and lyr-
ics by African American 
poet and civil rights 

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — Adams 
State University Meliza 
Ramírez, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of Spanish, al-
ways wanted to teach. 
While earning her bach-
elor’s degrees in English 
and Spanish, she became 
particularly interested in 
teaching adult learners 
at the university level. 
So Ramírez, who was a 
first-generation college 
student, pursued a mas-
ter’s degree and, ulti-
mately, earned her Ph.D. 
“As someone who learned 
English as a second lan-
guage as an adult, I knew 
it was possible to acquire 
a second or third language 
in spite of one’s age. I also 
knew how challenging it 
was for adult learners to 
learn another language,” 
said Ramírez, who joined 
the faculty in August.

Many of those challeng-
es are rooted in miscon-
ceptions about whether 
adults can learn another 
language once they pass 

Meliza Ramírez

Adams State’s 
Ramírez shares 
her enthusiasm 

for learning

a certain age — some say 
6-years-old, others say 
12-years-old.

“I know for a fact that 
what we think about that 
critical age is not true, 
and research has shown 
that it is not true,” said 
Ramírez. “You can ac-
quire and master an-
other language as an 
adult learner. Maybe 
your pronunciation won’t 
be perfect, and it doesn’t 
have to be perfect, as 
long as you’re understood 
by people who speak 
the target language.” 
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ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETINGS
VALLEY — The San 

Luis Valley offers many 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
and Narcotics Anony-
mous groups.

A.A. and N.A members 
primary purpose is to 

stay sober and help oth-
er alcoholics/addicts to 
achieve sobriety.

There are AA and 
NA 12-Step Meetings 
throughout the valley. 
The 6th Tradition states 
that we are not affili-

ated with any outside 
organizations, but in the 
spirit of cooperation, we 
list these meeting sched-
ules for friends and fam-
ily. For information, call 
719-937-5083 or see our 
website:slvaa.org

School Menu
Tuesday

November 7, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Tamales/Salsa

Steamed Broccoli/Corn Muffin
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Super Donut Sticks

Fruit & Milk

ELEMENTARY
Tamales/Salsa

Steamed Broccoli/Corn Muffin
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Tamales/Salsa

Steamed Broccoli/Corn Muffin
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk

Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students
Alamosa School District

Dixie was born in 
Cache, Okla., on Dec. 28, 
1938, to Cecil and Jewel 
Blunt. She passed away 
on Oct. 14, 2023, at her 
home in Montrose, Colo. 
She was a graduate of 
Center High School and 
excelled in Creative 
Writing and Poetry. Af-
ter graduation she met 
a young Naval Avia-
tor named Larry Pierce 
and they were married 
in 1958. She raised two 
sons.

Dixie enjoyed playing 
cribbage, bridge, her dog 
Frito and spending time 
with family and friends.

She is survived by her 
two sons, Bill (Stepha-
nie) Pierce of Shasta 
Lake, Calif., Jeff Pierce 
of Montrose, Colo., and 
granddaughter Ayla of 
Montrose, Colo. She is 
survived by her brother 
Tom Blunt of Alamosa, 

Colo., niece Lisa (Mark) 
Brown of Mosca, Colo. 
and nephew Steve (Susie) 
Townsend of Cheyenne 
Wyo., great-nieces Stacey 
(Rick) Eskew of Mosca, 
Colo., Heather (Jason) 
Tillman of Mosca, Colo. 
and Heather Townsend 
of Cheyenne, Wyo., great-
nephews Clay (Holley) 
Brown of Mosca, Colo., 

Tim Biggs of Alamosa, 
Colo., Jay Biggs of Den-
ver, Colo., and Steve (Su-
sie) Townsend of Chey-
enne, Wyo., as well as 
great-great-nieces, Ro-
rie Tillman, Syrie Till-
man, Saida Eskew, Riley 
Brown, Lacey Brown and 
Maura Townsend-White 
and great-great-nephews 
Zaine Eskew, Hunter 
Tillman, Eli Brown and 
Jack Townsend-White.

She is well loved and 
will be greatly missed!

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Jewel and Cecil, husband 
Larry, infant son Robert 
Dean, brother Bill Blunt, 
grandson Pfc Ryan Eu-
gene Reed, sister in-laws 
Maxine Blunt and Sue 
Blunt and niece Susan 
Harris.

A memorial will be held 
at a later date in Mon-
trose, Colo.

Dixie Belle Pierce

LA JARA — Distin-
guished and longtime La 
Jara resident Mr. Clinton 
“C.G.” Betenbough, 101, 
passed away on Nov. 3, 
2023. in La Jara.

Mr. Betenbough was 
born May 9, 1922, in New 
Mexico to Cnignrouss and 
Maudie (Johnson) Beten-
bough. Mr. Betenbough 
married Bernice Wal-
drop who preceded him 
in death. He was also pre-
ceded in death by grand-
son Lee Harrison, and 
sons-in-law Gary Lofton, 
and David Winsauer.

Mr. Betenbough is sur-

vived by Trudy (Bill) Sil-
verman, Monte Vista, 
Colo., Karen (Gary) Lof-
ton, Monte Vista, Colo., 
Vicki (Dave) Winsauer, 
Monte Vista, Colo., Edna 
Jo (Mike) Jordan, Cen-
ter, Colo., Glen (Kathy) 
Betenbough, Pheonix, 
Ariz., special friends Fred 
Gutierrez, La Jara, Colo., 
Alice Martinez, La Jara, 
Colo., and Steve Espinoza, 
La Jara, Colo.

Mr. Betenbough was full 
of love in everything that 
he touched. From serv-
ing his country proudly in 
the United States Army 
and becoming the last 
WWII veteran in Conejos 
County Colorado, to also 
taking care of his family 
including his own family 
of cows on the ranch. Mr. 
Betenbough lived life to 
the fullest. 

Per Mr. Betenbough and 
his family’s wishes, fu-

neral services will be held 
at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
11, 2023, at Rogers Fam-
ily Mortuary, 205 State 
Ave., Alamosa CO, 81101. 

Visitation will 
be one hour 
prior to the ser-
vice at Rogers 
Family Mortu-
ary. Burial will 
follow services 
at San Luis Val-
ley Cemetery. 
Memorial con-
tributions may 
be made to the 
charity of the 
donor’s choice.

Rogers Fam-
ily Mortuary 
is in the care 
of the arrange-

ments. To leave online 
condolences, tributes, 
and words of support for 
Mr. Betenbough’s family, 
please visit www.Rogers-
Funerals.com.

Clinton ‘C.G.’ Betenbough

Former Alamosa resi-
dent, who was currently 
living in Rye, Colorado 
James “Jimmy” Harold 
Workman, 42 passed 
away Thursday, Oct. 26, 
2023, at his home.

Jimmy was born Sept. 
15, 1981, to Carl and 
Hilda (Shawcroft) Work-
man in Alamosa, Colo. 
He worked as a mechanic 
for most of his life, most 
recently for Swift. He 
was married to Jennifer 
Crowther of Manassa, 
Colo., and then to Julie 
Felthager of Colorado 
City, Colo.

Jimmy enjoyed spend-
ing time in the moun-
tains, hunting and fish-
ing.  He also enjoyed 
shooting. Jimmy served 
a mission for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints in San Jose, 

Calif.
Jimmy is survived by 

his parents Carl and 
Hilda, his children Elijah 
and Melina Workman, 
and Trinity; his brothers 
and sisters Andrew (Te-
resa) Workman of Ala-
mosa, Elizabeth Touchy 
of Alamosa, Daniel (De-
sire) Workman of Alamo-
sa, and Mary (Jonathan) 
of Ogden, Utah; as well 
as numerous nieces and 
nephews and aunt and 
uncles.

Jimmy was preceded 
in death by his daugh-
ter Olivia Workman; his 
grandparents Joseph 
and Barbara Shawcroft 
and Harold and Betty 
Workman; and several 
aunts and uncles.

Cremation was chosen 
and a Memorial service 
will be held on Satur-

day, Nov. 11, at 10 a.m., 
at the Rock Creek Ward 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 300 
Richardson Ave., Ala-
mosa.

Rogers family mortu-
ary is in care of arrange-
ments. To leave online 
condolences, tributes, 
and words of comfort for 
Jimmy’s family, please 
visit www.RogersFuner-
als.com.

James ‘Jimmy’ Harold Workman

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — The 
Adams State University 
School of Kinesiology will 
host the first lecture, “The 
Birds and the Bees of Vas-
cular Adaptations to Exer-
cise in Older Adults,” by 
Kerrie Moreau, Ph.D., CU 
professor of geriatric med-
icine, of the Rocky Moun-
tain Chapter of The Amer-
ican College of Sports 
Medicine (RMACSM) 
Faculty Lecture Series at 
6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 
9, in Richardson Hall Au-
ditorium. The event is free 
and open to the public.

Vascular aging, featur-
ing stiffening and thick-
ening of the large elastic 
arteries and endothelial 
dysfunction, is dramati-
cally different between 
women and men, related 
in part to sex differences 
in age-related changes in 
the sex hormone environ-
ment. Historically, ha-
bitual exercise attenuates 
or ameliorates age-related 
vascular dysfunction in 
older men, however, sur-
prisingly, this is not con-
sistently observed in older 
women, suggesting sex-
specific adaptive respons-
es to exercise training in 
older adults.

Dr. Moreau’s presenta-
tion will focus on sex dif-
ferences in vascular aging 
and how changes in sex 
hormone (estrogen and 
testosterone) levels con-
tribute to vascular aging 
in women and men. She 
will also discuss sex-spe-
cific adaptive responses 
to exercise training on 
vascular function in older 
adults, and the potential 
modulatory role of gonad-
al hormones on vascular 
adaptations to exercise.

Dr. Moreau’s is a pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Medicine, Division of 

Geriatric Medicine at the 
University of Colorado 
Denver Anschutz Medical 
Campus and a research 
health scientist in the 
Geriatric Research Edu-
cation Clinical Center 
(GRECC), Denver Vet-
erans Administration 
Medical Center, Denver, 
Colo. She also is the di-
rector of the Cardiovas-
cular BioImaging Core at 
the medical campus. 
Dr. Moreau received a 
Bachelor of Arts in exer-
cise science from College 
of St. Scholastica; a Master 
of Science in clinical exer-
cise science from Ball State 
University; and a Ph.D. in 
applied exercise physiol-
ogy from the University of 

Tennessee. She completed 
a postdoctoral fellowship 
in integrative cardiovas-
cular physiology under 
Dr. Douglas Seals at the 
University of Colorado 
Boulder. Her research 
evaluates the intersection 
of chronological and go-
nadal aging on cardiovas-
cular function, specifically 
on mechanisms by which 
changes in gonadal func-
tion and sex hormones 
in women (menopause) 
and men (andropause) 
alter cardiovascular and 
brain aging. Recently, Dr. 
Moreau has expanded her 
work to evaluate the ef-
fects of trauma exposure 
and PTSD on cardiovascu-
lar and brain aging.

Courtesy photo

Dr. Kerrie Moreau will speak on vascular adaptations to 
exercise in older adults at Adams State on Nov. 9.

Adams State RMACSM 
Faculty Lecture Series 

begins Nov. 9

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA— Local 

writers and photogra-
phers have a few more 
weeks to submit work to 
the Friends of the Ala-
mosa Public Library’s 
Messages from the Hid-
den Lake, literary and 
art collection. Submis-
sions will continue to 
be accepted until Dec. 

1. Creative writers and 
photographers of all ages 
may submit pieces for the 
anthology.

Genre categories in-
clude poetry, short cre-
ative fiction and non-fic-
tion, and black and white 
photography. There is 
a special category for 
full-color cover photog-
raphy. Cash prizes will 

be awarded. Submission 
guidelines and entry 
forms are available on-
line at: alamosalibrary.
org/fotl_main. For more 
info, call 719-589-6592.

Submissions deadline is Dec. 1 for 
Messages from the Hidden Lake

Courtesy Photo
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of the San Luis Valley.
It was the first time 

many residents who at-
tended the events could 
remember a delegation of 
legislators from the state 
making the four-hour trek 
from Denver, solely to 
learn more about the area. 
Martinez told the Valley 
Courier he arranged the 
tour to familiarize fellow 
lawmakers with relevant 
rural, local issues to con-
sider when voting on future 
legislation.  

Following Friday morn-
ing meetings with Adams 
State University’s Vice 
President of Academic Af-
fairs, Margaret Doell and 
the university’s executive 
team plus a sit-down with 
ASU’s LatinX Caucus, the 
legislators headed to The 
Barn in Alamosa where 
they had a two-hour round-
table discussion with lo-
cal Latino elected officials 
and prominent community 
members.

The conversation began 
with general comments 
about the importance of 
equitable Latino represen-
tation in state government 
and to recognize that dis-
tricts allow for less repre-
sentation from rural com-
munities. With potential 
opportunities for new poli-
cies, the caucus was asking 
what the community needs. 

Erin Minks, community 
outreach for U.S. Senator 
Michael Bennet, discussed 
the need for transmission 
lines, including redundant 
transmission lines. 

Arnold Salazar, who 
prefaced his comments by 
saying he has 40 years of 
experience in community 
mental health, feels the 
current mental health and 
behavioral health system 
is in disarray and proposed 
legislation involving imple-
mentation of the Behavior-
al Health Administration 
(BHA) will create deficien-
cies in services. He urged 
legislators to back off on 
the implementation of the 
BHA.

Senate Majority Leader 
Robert Rodriguez agreed 
that communities need 
more support for behavior 
health access and the qual-
ity of those services needs 
to be better.

Victoria Romero (CEO 
of SLV Behavioral Health 
Group) weighed in, stating 
behavioral health workers 
are sparse in rural areas 

due to salaries and work-
force challenges. Not every-
thing can be done through 
telehealth, she says, and 
they are seeing more need 
for in-person services. 

Azarel Madrigal, out-
reach for U.S. Senator John 
Hickenlooper, emphasized 
the need to “have a balance 
of housing,” citing Chaffee 
County where businesses 
can’t hire a workforce be-
cause there is no housing 
available. 

As a Veteran, Alamosa 
City Councilor Griego dis-
cussed the challenges when 
the federal and state gov-
ernments have different 
definitions of a disability.

Proposition HH was dis-
cussed with Rep. Martinez 
stating his reasons for op-
posing the bill and Sen. Ro-
driguez acknowledging it’s 
a different conversation in 
cities versus rural areas. He 
also highlighted that, with 
budget stabilization, more 
money for public education 
translates into less money 
for higher education.

Sen. Julie Gonzales 
added, “We’ll know if this 
will pass in four days, but 
this won’t solve everything 
either way. We welcome 
more conversation on this.”

After the roundtable 
discussion, members of 
the caucus went to the Rio 
Grande Water Conserva-
tion District (RGWCD) 
where Amber Pacheco, 
Deputy Manager of the dis-
trict, gave an overview of 
the complex topic of water.

Comments and ques-
tions from caucus members 
made it clear that signifi-
cant education in water 
issues is needed in the 
state legislature. Minks 
interjected two comments 
— one, reminding legisla-
tors that water does impact 
their constituents as Front 
Range communities, like 
Greeley, draw their water 
from the Western Slope. 

She also advised them 
to familiarize themselves 
with potential legislation 
being proposed by propo-
nents of RWR, who have 
not abandoned their inten-
tion to export water. 

Late Sunday morning, 
Rep. Martinez and Speak-
er of the House McCluskie 
held a town hall at Shooting 
Stars Cultural and Leader-
ship Center that opened 
with McCluskie stating 
that, between her district 
and Martinez’s, they rep-
resent all the mountain 
counties from New Mexico 
to Wyoming.

McCluskie had high 

praise for Martinez, high-
lighting his passage of 10 
bills — which she described 
as “almost unheard of” — 
and her choice to appoint 
him to the commission 
looking into the high cost 
of utilities. She chose him 
over much more tenured 
members, she said, due to 
his thoughtful approach to 
legislation and his ability 
to quickly grasp complex 
subjects.

Martinez brought up an 
area he’s addressing this 
session related to simpli-
fying recidivism data in 
prison systems so that it 
is more easily read and in-
terpreted than the current 
system.

He also spoke about the 
outcome of the utility com-
mission, stating that the 
goal was to address rising 
utility rates, how to fix rate 
hikes and hold utility com-
panies more accountable. 

“We added a lot of teeth 
in regulating the utility 
companies,” he said, “and 
stopped the practice of util-
ity companies recouping 
lobbying expenses by pass-
ing on that cost to custom-
ers.”

He also discussed the 
$25 million he got allocated 
for scholarships to gradu-
ating high school students 
to help students overcome 
financial barriers to higher 
education. 

Martinez and McCluskie 
then engaged in a discus-
sion on a number of topics, 
including public education 
in rural areas. McCluskie 
spoke of her belief that 
rural school districts, with 
limited resources and 
wealth available in the 
community, should receive 
state funding at a greater 
level than districts in, for 
example, Summit County, 
which she represents. 

Water was also raised as 
an issue with McCluskie 
saying, “Water is our life-
blood.” She added that 
there are some discussions 
in the legislature around 
the use of graywater. Sala-
zar spoke of the frustra-
tion in depleting water in 
the Valley and then see-
ing “truckloads of alfalfa 
leaving the Valley for New 
Mexico”, a point John Kret-
singer expanded upon by 
advocating for state help in 
building and strengthening 
value added in agriculture.

Both opportunities for 
conversations with state 
legislators were well at-
tended, with Martinez 
viewing the experience as a 
success for all involved.

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Members of the Colorado Democratic Latino Caucus in a roundtable discussion at 
The Barn in Alamosa. Pictured left to right Rep. Elizabeth Velasco, Rep. Mandy Lind-
say, Rep. Javier Mabry, Rep. Tim Hernandez, Sen. Julie Gonzales (Majority Whip), Sen. 
Robert Rodriguez (Senate Majority Leader) and Rep. David Ortiz. Rep. Matt Martinez, 
who organized the tour, not pictured. 

activist James Weldon 
Johnson was performed. 
According to the compos-
er, “In this piece, harmony 
and modality are used as 
a means of conveying the 
ability of the human spirit 
to endure through times 
of adversity via the simple 
act of singing.” 

The performance of 
the “Gift to Sing” was an 
amazing gift to hear, and 
a gift to enjoy.

“All the Way Home,” by 
Canadian composer Sar-
ah Quartel, afforded the 
audience this, “The lilt-

ing vocal lines are subtly 
underpinned by a delicate 
piano accompaniment, 
and the opening perfor-
mance direction, ‘content-
edly rocking’, describes 
the overall nature of the 
piece: peaceful, content, 
and easy-going,” accord-
ing to a description on 
Quartel’s website.

The concert also includ-
ed the works of Michael 
John Trotta (b.1978), a 
southern harmony com-
posed in 1835, and ar-
ranged by Shawn Kirch-
ner, Jennifer Lucy Cook, 
Don Macdonald b.1966, 
and Michael Bussewitz-
Quarm (b.1971.)

The evening with the 

ASU Chamber Choir was 
sublimely executed and a 
glorious earful to experi-
ence.

The ASU Department 
of Music has this lineup of 
concerts including:

On Thursday, Nov. 16, 
at 7 p.m., the ASU Percus-
sion Ensemble will per-
form at Richardson Hall 
Auditorium.

The ASU Holiday Con-
cert is Wednesday, Nov. 
29, at 7 p.m. at Richard-
son Hall, and on Tuesday, 
Dec. 5., Brooke Miller will 
have a Clarinet Recital in 
Leon Memorial Hall.

The ASU Music Depart-
ment can be reached at 
719-587-7621.

As an instructor at Adams 
State, Ramírez is aware 
that her students come to 
class with various back-
grounds and experiences 
with the language.

“In the Valley, we have 
a diverse group of heri-
tage learners. We have 
those who are bilingual 
or trilingual. They have 
learned Spanish at home, 
talking to their parents, 
grandparents or aunts 
and uncles. Then there 
are those who under-
stand the language but 
don’t speak it or don’t feel 
comfortable speaking it 
because they think they 
don’t know enough,” said 
Ramírez. “I make sure 
my students know that 
it’s okay to make mis-
takes. I want them to feel 
comfortable sharing what 
they know about the 
Spanish language and 
Hispanic culture with 
their peers.”

Tying her lessons to the 
Valley and its community 
is one of Ramírez’s strate-
gies.

“We talk about how in 
South America we use 
this word. If you go to 
Mexico, you will hear this 
other word. In the Valley, 
you will hear that word, 
which may be the same as 
the word we use in South 
America or Mexico or to-
tally different,” she said.

Though Ramírez is 
relatively new to Adams 
State, it was the sense of 
community that drew her 
to the Valley in the first 
place.

“There is so much cul-
ture in the Valley, and 
people are so proud of it. 
The university has done 
a great job connecting 
the campus community to 
the local community, not 
just through the classes 
we offer, but also through 
all the different events 
in which students, fac-
ulty, staff, and commu-
nity members can partici-
pate,” she said.

Ramírez points to the 
university’s “Day of the 
Dead” celebration as one 
example, where students 
and community members 
learn about the holiday 
and how death is per-
ceived in Spanish-speak-
ing cultures. Similarly, 
Ramírez is teaching an 
evening Spanish Conver-
sation class that is open 
to faculty, staff, and com-
munity members. 

In the spring semester, 
Ramírez plans to teach 
another evening class, 
this one on short stories 
from the Spanish-speak-
ing world, which will in-
clude stories written by 
authors from the Valley.

“We’ll read each short 
story, analyze it, and 
learn from it. I think 
we’ll have a great group 
of students, faculty, staff, 
and community members 
join,” she said. “I’m a life-
long learner myself, and I 
would like to invite people 
in the community who 
also love to learn to attend 
our Spanish classes.”

Courier photo by John Waters

ALAMOSA — Adams State University and Colorado State University celebrate the 
mechanical engineering bachelor’s degree from CSU at the Adams State Universi-
ty campus in Alamosa. Cutting the ribbon on Nov. 6 to herald this partnership are 
Christian Puttlitz, Department Head of Mechanical Engineering at CSU (left), and 
Margaret Doell, Vice President for Academic Affairs at Adams State University. Far 
left is Erin Minks, a representative from U.S. Senator Michael Benett’s office. 

Mechanical engineering 
bachelor’s degree in Alamosa

Fire activity is low, 
danger level remains 

high

STAFF REPORT
SAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST 

— According to the US Forest Service, 
“The fire danger level is currently high, 
so it is important that forest users com-
pletely drown campfires to prevent un-
intended escape. Use the ‘drown, stir, 
feel’ method to be sure it’s dead out.”

Trail Springs Fire | Size: 1251 
Acres | Containment: 37% | Cause: 
Lightning

Fire activity has been minimal over 
the past few days. Large fuels, such as 
stumps and logs, continue to smolder 
and just a few areas have shown ac-
tive backing to the northeast within 
the existing footprint. There was a 
small spot fire to the north of the main 
perimeter yesterday that firefight-
ers were able to extinguish. Crews 
finished repairing the handlines lo-
cated where fire growth is no longer a 
threat. There remains several days of 
chipping, cutting, and brush removal 
along East Monument Road and Cor-

ral Mountain Road. A NIROPS flight 
is scheduled for Saturday night to 
measure the heat remaining within 
the area’s fires. NIROPS is the Na-
tional Infrared Operations program 
that flies thermal infrared detection 
and mapping missions. Their equip-
ment can detect heat sources as small 
as 6 inches from 10,000 feet above 
ground. An interpreter works with 
the incident’s GIS mapping specialists 
to turn the infrared data they collect 
into meaningful maps that are a criti-
cal tool for fire management.

Mill Creek 2 Fire |Size: 122 Acres 
| Containment: 0% | Cause: Under 
Investigation

This fire is located in rugged, remote 
terrain near the border of the South 
San Juan Wilderness Area. On their 
last recon flight, firefighters spotted 
only a few isolated locations still smol-
dering. Firefighters will continue to ob-
serve fire activity via aircraft until heat 
is no longer detected.

Weather: There is still no sign of pre-
cipitation in the five-day forecast. Tem-
peratures will increase slightly this 
weekend with highs in the mid-60’s. 
Winds remain light out of the west to-
morrow but may get gusty on Sunday.

Courtesy photo

Firefighters continue to work the Trail Springs Fire on the San Juan National Forest in 
this Nov. 4 photo from the US Forest Service.

Trail Springs Fire update
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Members of the Snow Country Explorers pose for a photo with the Club’s grooming 
machine.

Snow Country 
Explorers kick 

off season
CONTRIBUTED

CREEDE — The 
Creede snowmobile club, 
known as the Snow 
Country Explorers, 
kicked off the 2023-2024 
season with a barbecue 
at Bob and Janelle Ku-
kuk’s home at Santa Ma-
ria Reservoir in late Sep-
tember. The feast was 
held in the barn along-
side the Bombardier 
groomer Bob Kukuk uses 
to groom the 85 miles of 
trails the club maintains 
in the Divide District of 
the Rio Grande National 
Forest.

There are four major 
trailheads located around 
Creede — Bristol Head, 
Black Mountain, Love 
Lake, and Snow Mesa 
— which provide access 
to the trails for riders of 
all experience levels. The 
Creede trail system con-
nects with trails groomed 
by Lake City to the north 
and groomed trails by 
South Fork to the south.

The elevations of the 
trails range from 8,500 

to 12,760 feet. Many of 
the trails give riders a 
chance to feel like they 
are on “top of the world.” 
The trails offer groomed 
riding, plenty of mead-
ows for playing and 
steep mountain areas for 
climbing. The area has 
an average yearly snow-
fall of 250-300 inches so 
there is always snow to 
ride somewhere on the 
system.

The club tries to ride 
at least once a week on 
weekends and sometimes 
has mid-week rides, usu-
ally on Wednesdays. 
Rides are designed for 
all skill levels. Meetings 
are held periodically dur-
ing the winter months. 
Club members clean up 
one mile of Highway 149 
twice a year — once in 
the spring and once in the 
fall. Other events such as 
barbecues and avalanche 
awareness classes may 
also be scheduled.

Club membership is 
open to anyone.

“We have members 

from all over Colorado 
as well as members from 
other states, and we have 
members of all different 
skill levels. If you are in-
terested in snowmobiling 
and want to find a great 
place to ride with some 
pretty great people, con-
sider joining the club,” 
the club stated.

People can join the 
Snow Country Explorers 
snowmobile club through 
the Colorado Snowmo-
bile Association (CSA) 
website — snowmobile-
colo.com and “adding” 
the club, District 7 Snow 
Country Explorers of the 
Upper Rio Grande.

All club information is 
passed through the CSA 
website via email to club 
members and is posted on 
the CSA website calen-
dar. This includes sched-
uled rides, meetings, and 
trail-grooming informa-
tion.

For more information, 
contact Leslie or Don 
Dustin at 719-658-0184 
or dondustin1@aol.com.

By LYNDSIE 
FERRELL

SOUTH FORK — The 
South Fork Kiwanis orga-
nization is continuing to 
seek volunteers from the 
community for their an-
nual Thanksgiving Din-
ner. South Fork Kiwanis 
President Karen Miller 
has been doing this event 
for 30 years and says it 
is all thanks to the many 
hours of help they receive 
from the community.

“We always show up 
on the day of the event to 
find people available to 
help and we are always so 
grateful. Our club num-
bers are down, and we are 
asking the community to 
sign up to be a volunteer 
prior to the event so we 
have a better idea of what 
we will be doing that 
day,” said Miller. 

The dinner annually 
hosts over 300 people and 
South Fork Kiwanis could 
use all the help they can 

get. 
“We do have our regu-

lars and each year we 
meet more and more won-
derful people. It’s a great 
social event and watch-
ing everybody mingle 
while enjoying the dinner 
makes everything worth 
it.  It is great having the 
support that we do! We 
also can’t thank our spon-
sors enough that contrib-
ute to the cost of holding 
this event. Businesses 
and individuals gener-
ously donate each year to 
help us,” said Miller.

Miller said that due to 
the changes that are oc-
curring each year and 
with more and more com-
munities throughout the 
San Luis Valley offering 
Thanksgiving Day din-
ners, they have opted 
to reduce the number of 
turkeys they cook for the 
event but are still antici-
pating the same number 
of people to come and eat.

The event features a 
traditional Thanksgiving 
dinner with all the fixings 
and dessert at the South 
Fork Community Center 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Nov. 23. This year will 
be a buffet-style dinner 
instead of the regularly 
served meal that has oc-
curred in the past. 

One thing that has nev-
er changed is the dedi-
cation, preparation and 
work that goes into host-
ing this massive event — 
“almost like mom makes! 
There will also be an op-
portunity to provide gen-
tly used clothing includ-
ing cold weather apparel 
and we will take non-per-
ishable foods to distribute 
to the food banks around 
the Valley.”

For more information 
or to volunteer for the 
event, contact Miller at 
mkmillermink@aol.com 
or by calling and or tex-
ting 720-313-4834.

South Fork Kiwanis 
seeks volunteers for 
Thanksgiving Dinner
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 “Little Mister & Little Miss Merry Christmases” will be featured 

in a very special holiday section published by the Valley Courier 

on Wednesday, November 22nd, 2023, making their choices for 

Christmas gifts from the San Luis Valley’s local businesses. 

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa, CO 81101

• All entrants must be age 5 to 8.

• A recent photo must be submitted.

• Name must appear on the back of the photo.

• Parental permission for photographs is required for use.

 Simply bring this form and photo to our office

DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, NOV. 14th AT 3 P.M.

Donʼt miss this opportunity to enter your 
daughter to become the Valley Courierʼs
“Little Miss Merry Christmas”

ENTRY FORM
Name 
Parents 

Phone 
Age 
School 

Christmas gifts from the San Luis Valleyʼs

DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, NOV. 9th AT 3 P.M.

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa, CO 81101

ENTER 
NOW 

to 
Become

2023 Little Mister & Miss 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Last year’s Little Mister and Miss Christmas, 
Marques Martinez and Marci Ortiz, were featured 
with 2022 Miss Merry Christmas Whitney Thong.

HOW DO I 
QUALIFY?

Simply contact our office and provide 
the following information.

• First & Last Name
• Medicaid ID number/Date of Birth
• Your Local Primary Care Provider’s Name

OUR SERVICES
• Serving Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Mineral, Rio Grande, 

and Saguache Counties
• Offering NEMT, Workman’s Compensation, Non Medical 

& Private Pay Transportation Statewide
• Accommodating Wheelchairs, Electric Scooters & Walkers
• 24/7 Transportation

LOCAL OWNERSHIP, LOCAL DRIVERS, 
SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

SLV Transportation
Red Willows, INC.

CONTACT US
1110 West Ave.

Alamosa
(719) 589-5734

www.redwillowsinc.com

Photo By Lyndsie Ferrell

The Rio Grande Hospital Wellness Center is taking shape 
as the hospital is recognized for the Best of San Luis Val-
ley and for the Rural Health Excellence Award through 
the Colorado Rural Health Center. Hospital CEO Arlene 
Harms was honored by the CRHC.

RGH receives recognition throughout October
By LYNDSIE 

FERRELL
DEL NORTE — Sever-

al businesses throughout 
the San Luis Valley were 
notified through the Val-
ley Courier that they had 
won this year’s Best of 
San Luis Valley awards 
and Rio Grande Hospital 
was the recipients of two 
awards. This was one of 
many recognitions the 
hospital received during 
the month of October.

According to Rio 
Grande Hospital Devel-
opment and Communi-
cation Officer Eva Tim-
berlake, the hospital was 
honored to receive such 
awards from their com-
munities.

“Rio Grande Hospital 
received recognition for 
the Best Hospital in the 
San Luis Valley (SLV) 
for three years in a row. 
Wound care and pul-
monary rehabilitation 
were also bestowed Best 
of SLV. So many good 
things are happening at 
the hospital, and we are 
honored by the recogni-
tion,” she said.

In addition to the 
Best of San Luis Valley 
awards, the Colorado Ru-
ral Health Center recent-
ly presented this year’s 
Rural Health Excellence 
award to hospital CEO 
Arlene Harms.

Colorado Rural Health 
Center (CRHC) recently 
presented the 2023 Ru-
ral Health Excellence 
Award to Rio Grande 
Hospital’s CEO, Arlene 
Harms. The award is 
presented annually to 
an exemplary member of 
CRHC, who has made a 
notable contribution to 
healthcare in rural Colo-
rado.

Michelle Mills, CEO 
of CRHC presented 
the award at the an-

nual CRHC conference, 
describing Arlene as 
a champion for rural 
health care for many 
years and a trailblazer 
in health and wellness, 
most recently with her 
dream and ambition in 
bringing a wellness cen-
ter to the community, 
based on the health con-
cepts of the Blue Zones.

Timberlake also re-
ported that construction 
on the new Wellness Cen-
ter is well underway and 
on schedule for a spring 
opening. It is expected to 
be finished in 2024 and 
will be comprised of a 
community center where 
members of the commu-
nity can come host meet-
ings, meet for coffee or 
utilize resources offered 
by the center. 

“It will be an intersec-
tion with our employ-
ees who can take their 
breaks there, there will 
be games, books and 
computers to use and 
also the other thing we 
want to do, is help our 
families that have mem-
bers in the hospital. If 
they need the computer, 
they have access to one,” 

Timberlake said.
The center will also 

house a teaching kitchen 
so that families can come 
to learn how to cook 
healthy meals, a green-
house and herb garden, 
an educational room, 
meditation room, access 
to the nearby trails and 
hiking as well as so much 
more.



Sports

Sports 
Bulletin

Follow sports editor 
Ken Hamrick on 

Twitter. His handle is 
@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
FRIDAY

Prep girls volleyball
Centauri def. Salida 

25-14, 25-15,25-14
Centauri def. Sterling 

25-17, 25-21, 25-23
McClave def. Sangre 

de Cristo 25-7, 25-8, 
25-17

College women’s 
volleyball

Fort Lewis def. Adams 
State 25-15, 21-25, 25-17, 
18-25, 15-10

SATURDAY
Prep football

Byers 28, Sanford 16
Delta 49, Alamosa 14
Sierra Grande 66, 

Arickaree 20
Wray 59, Centauri 27

Prep volleyball
Alamosa def. Basalt 

25-19, 25-18, 25-10
Del Norte def. Love-

land Classical Academy 
26-24, 26-24, 18-25, 
25-21

Front Range Christian 
def. Sanford 25-16, 23-
25, 25-20

Mancos def. Sargent 
25-17, 25-11, 21-25, 25-17

Plateau Valley def. 
Del Norte 25-12, 25-15, 
25-18

St. Mary’s def. San-
ford 25-16, 25-20, 25-22

Sargent def. Olathe 
25-21, 25-22, 25-17

University def. Ala-
mosa 13-25, 25-17, 25-
10, 25-21

College football
Black Hills State (S.D.) 

35, Adams State 28
College women’s 

volleyball
Adams State def. 

Western Colorado 22-
25, 25-15, 25-21, 25-21

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State 77, West 
Texas A&M 64

SUNDAY
College women’s 

basketball
Lubbock Christian 69, 

Adams State 65

SCHEDULE
THURSDAY

Prep girls volleyball
Centauri vs. Lamar 

(Class 3A State Tourna-
ment at Denver Coli-
seum), 8 a.m.

FRIDAY
Prep girls volleyball

Centauri at Class 3A 
State Tournament (at 
Denver Coliseum), TBA

College women’s 
volleyball

Regis at Adams State, 
7 p.m.

College men’s 
basketball

Adams State vs . 
Texas-Permian Basin 
(South Central Region 
crossover at Salt Lake 
City), 11 a.m.

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State at Cam-
eron (Okla.) (Ashbrook 
Comfort Inn Suites Clas-
sic), 5:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
Prep football

Sierra Grande at 
Stratton (six-man state 
playoffs quarterfinals), 
1 p.m.
Prep girls volleyball

Centauri at Class 3A 
State Tournament (at 

Denver Coliseum), TBA
College football

Western Colorado at 
Adams State, 1 p.m.

College women’s 
volleyball

Colorado-Colorado 
Springs at Adams State, 
5 p.m.

College men’s 
basketball

Adams State vs. West-
ern New Mexico (South 
Central Region cross-
over at Salt Lake City), 
10 a.m.

College women’s 
basketball

Adams State at Mid-
western State (Texas) 
(Ashbrook Comfort Inn 
Suites Classic), 5 p.m.
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Alamosa’s volleyball season ended by University
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The season came to 
an end for the Alamosa High School 
volleyball team on Saturday as the 
Lady Mean Moose lost to University 
in the Class 3A Region 8 Tournament 
championship match at the AHS gym.

The match started well for Alamosa 
as it won the first set. But the Lady 
Bulldogs turned the tables and swept 
the final three sets.

“I don’t think it’s something they did, 
I think it’s what we quit doing,” said 
Alamosa coach Annie Mortensen. “We 
quit talking as much and we started 
making more errors.”

Alamosa defeated Basalt
The Lady Mean Moose opened the 

tournament by defeating Basalt in three 
sets. The scores were 25-19, 25-17 and 
25-10.

The Lady Longhorns took a 2-1 lead 
to open the first set, but the Lady Mean 
Moose rallied to take a 7-5 edge. Basalt 
tied the score at 9-9 before Alamosa 
scored five straight points for a 14-9 
advantage.

The Lady Mean Moose built the lead to 
17-10, but the Lady Longhorns went on 
a 6-1 run to close within 18-16. Alamosa 
scored six of the seven points for a 24-
17 lead, but Basalt scored two in a row.

Arreli Felix’s kill gave the Lady Mean 
Moose the 25-19 win.

Basalt again took a 2-1 lead to begin 
the second set, and it extended the lead 
7-3. Alamosa scored three consecutive 
points to close within 7-6, and after a brief 
Lady Longhorn side out, the Lady Mean 
Moose scored 11 unanswered points to 
take a 17-8 advantage.

Basalt attempted a comeback and 
closed to within a 24-18 deficit. But 
Taybor Wiedeman recorded the set-
winning kill and for a 25-18 win.

Alamosa led from start to finish in the 
third set as it staked an early 5-1 lead. 
Basalt narrowed the lead to 5-3, but the 
Lady Mean Moose dominated the rest of 
the way to record a 25-10 win.

Morgan Ortega led the offense with 

32 assists. Aubrey Rothermich was the 
hitting leader with 10 kills, followed by 
Laci Christensen and Wiedeman both 
with nine, and Lily Heersink and Felix 
both with five.

Rothermich also led in service aces 
with six, followed by Ortega, Christensen 
and Addison Rice each with two.

University defeated Basalt
In the second match of the tournament, 

University defeated Basalt in four sets. 
The Lady Bulldogs won the first set 
25-18, but the Lady Longhorns won the 
second 26-24. University took the final 
two matches by scores of 25-17 and 25-21.

University defeated Alamosa
Alamosa got off to a hot start as it won 

the first set 25-13.
The Lady Mean Moose took a 10-3 lead, 

but the Lady Bulldogs came back to cut 
the deficit to 12-9.

The rest of the set belonged to Alamosa 
as it finished with a 13-4 run to take a 
25-13 win.

University started strong in the second 
set by scoring the first five points. The 
Lady Mean Moose narrowed the margin 
to 6-4, but the Lady Bulldogs had a 10-1 
rally to increase their lead to 16-5.

The University lead stood at 18-7 
before Alamosa had a 10-5 run to close 
within 23-17. But the Lady Bulldogs 
scored the final two points for a 25-17 win.

University staked a 12-4 lead to open 
the third set, and it extended the lead 
to 16-7. The Lady Bulldogs finished the 
set on a 9-2 run for a 25-10 win.

University again started strong in the 
fourth set by scoring the first five points. 
Alamosa scored three points in a row, but 
the Lady Bulldogs went on a 9-1 run to 
increase the lead to 14-4.

The Lady Mean Moose scored 10 of the 
next 13 points to close to within a 16-14 
deficit. University increased the lead 
to 18-14, but Alamosa had a 6-3 run to 
close within 21-20.

But the Lady Bulldogs finished by 
scoring four of the final five points to win 
the set, match and championship 25-21.

Ortega had 24 assists to lead the Lady 
Mean Moose offense. Christensen led in 
kills with 13, followed by Rothermich 
with eight, and Felix and Heersink both 
with five.

Ortega led in aces with five, followed by 
Rothermich with two and Christensen, 
Felix and Rice each with one.

Alamosa finished the season with 17 
wins and eight losses. The Lady Mean 
Moose had no seniors this year, so the 
future looks bright.

“It was a learning experience, and 
it’s nice to have no seniors,” Mortensen 
said. “Hopefully we’ll have another good 
run next year. We should have the same 
team.”

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Alamosa High School’s Laci Christensen (6) hits the ball over the net against 
a pair of University defenders at the Class 3A Region 8 Tournament at the AHS 
gym. The Lady Mean Moose defeated Basalt in three sets, but lost to University 
in four.

Sierra Grande the only 
local football team to win 

in first round
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor
ALAMOSA – The first 

round of the Colorado 
High School Activities 
Associat ion footbal l 
p layof fs  began last 
weekend with four local 
teams in action.

Of all of the SLV teams, 
only one – Sierra Grande 
– was able to win its first 
round game.

Sierra Grande 66, 
Arickaree 20

The Sierra Grande 
High School football team 
defeated Arickaree 66-20 
Saturday at Jon Roybal 
Jr. Field.

The Bison scored first, 
but the Panthers led 14-6 
at the end of the first 
quarter. Sierra Grande 
increased the lead to 36-12 
at halftime.

Arickaree closed to 
within 36-20 after the 
third quarter, but Sierra 
Grande scored 30 points 
in the fourth to blow the 
game open.

Individual statistics 
for Sierra Grande were 
unavailable.

Sierra Grande (7-3) will 
travel to face top-seeded 
Stratton this coming 
Saturday.
Delta 49, Alamosa 14
Alamosa saw its season 

come to an end on Saturday 
as it lost to top-seeded 
Delta 49-14 at Delta on 
Saturday.

Leading the Mean 
Moose offense was Dyson 
Woodward who completed 
14 out of 28 passes for 167 
yards and one touchdown. 
His top target was Brant 
Jackson with seven 
catches for 118 yards and 
one touchdown. Karter 
Tolsma had two receptions 
for nine yards.

Woodward also led in 
rushing with 83 yards 
on five carries and one 
touchdown.

Alamosa’s final record 
was four wins and six 
losses.
Wray 59, Centauri 27
Centauri’s season came 

to an end on Saturday as 
it lost at Wray by a score 
of 59-27.

Statistics for Centauri 

were unavailable.
The Falcons had a final 

record of seven wins and 
three losses.
Byers 28, Sanford 16
Sanford’s season came to 

a conclusion on Saturday 
as it lost to Byers 28-16 
in Byers.

The Mustangs had a 
16-14 lead after the first 
quarter. However, they 
would not score again as 
the Bulldogs took a 22-16 
lead at halftime. Byers 
scored six more points in 
the third.

Stat is t i cs  for  the 
M u s t a n g s  w e r e 
unavailable.

Sanford’s final record 
was six wins and four 
losses.

Courtesy photo by Vibrant Valley Photography

Sierra Grande High School’s Brian Ontiveros (10) 
escapes from an Arickaree defender in Saturday’s 
game in Blanca. The Panthers defeated the Bison 
66-20 and will play at top-ranked Stratton this 
Saturday.

Volleyball regional 
tournament recap

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The season ended for 

three San Luis Valley teams playing 

in Class 2A regional tournament on 

Saturday.

Class 2A Region 4
Sanford participated in the Class 

2A Region 4 
T o u r n a m e n t 

which took place 

at Front Range 

C h r i s t i a n 

S c h o o l  i n 

Littleton.

T h e  L a d y 

M u s t a n g s 

opened with St. Mary’s and were swept 

by the Lady Pirates. The scores were 

25-16, 25-20 and 25-22.

The Lady Mustangs then played host 

Front Range Christian in the final match. 
The match was reduced to three sets as 

the Falcons had already clinched a berth 

in the state tournament.

Front Range Christian won the first 
set 25-16, but Sanford won the second 

25-23. The Falcons won the third 25-20.

Statistics for Sanford were unavailable 

in both matches.

Sanford’s final record was 12 wins and 
12 losses.

Class 2A Region 5
Sargent traveled to Mancos for the 

Class 2A Region 5 tournament.

The Lady Farmers opened by defeating 

Olathe in three sets. The scores were 

25-21, 25-22 and 25-17.

Sargent faced tournament host Mancos 

for the championship and lost in four 

sets. The Lady Bluejays won the first two 

sets 25-17 and 25-

11, but the Lady 

Farmers won the 

third set 25-21. 

Mancos finished 
the match by 

w i n n i n g  t h e 

fourth set 25-17.

Statistics were 

unavailable.

S a r g e n t 

finished the season with 17 wins and 
eight losses.

Class 2A Region 6

Del Norte traveled to Collbran to 

compete in the Class 2A Region 6 

Tournament.

The Lady 

Tigers took 

on Loveland 

C l a s s i c a l 

Academy in 

the ir  f i rs t 

match and 

won in four sets. Del Norte won the first 
two sets by scores of 26-24 and 26-24. 
The Lions took the third set 25-18, but 

Del Norte won the fourth 25-21.

The Lady Tigers then faced tournament 

host Plateau Valley and lost in three sets. 

The Lady Cowboys won 25-12, 25-15 

and 25-18.

Statistics for Del Norte were 

unavailable.

Del Norte finished with a record of 11 
wins and 13 losses.
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Public Notices

173 - PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES

099 - 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

we want your photos
we’re celebrating 

our veterans!
We’re running special photo pages in 

our November 10th edition for Veteran’s 

Day to honor those who are serving, and 

have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along 

with your name, branch of service, rank 

and hometown to:

ebone@alamosanews.com or to 

P.O. Box 1099 Alamosa, CO 81101

deadline for submission: november 8

2205 State Avenue, Alamosa • Ph: 719-589-2553

**If your Veteran’s Photo has appeared in this section 

since 2013 there is no need to bring your photo in as 

we have it on file and it will print again.**

NOTICE OF BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted 
to the Board of Directors of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District for 
the ensuing year of 2024; that a copy of such proposed budget has 
been filed in the office of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District where 
same is open for public inspection; and that such proposed budget 
will be considered at a Regular Meeting of the San Luis Valley Irriga-
tion District Board of Directors to be held at 296 Miles Street, Center, 
Colorado, on  November 8th, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.
Any interested elector of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District may in-
spect the proposed budget and file or register any objections thereto 
at any time prior to the final adoption of the Budget.
No. 3618.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 17, 24, 31, & November 
7, 2024.

NOTICE
Rio Grande County is soliciting sealed bids from qualified contractors 
for 2023 AIRFIELD PROJECTS, to be constructed for RIO GRANDE 
COUNTY, COLORADO.  Bids will be received at the County Office 
until 1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 28, 2023. Bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud on Tuesday, November 28, 1:00pm at the 
County Office, 925 6th Street, Room 207, Del Norte, CO 81132.
An Optional Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 07, 2023 
at 1:00 pm at the Astronaut Kent Rominger Airport, 883 Co Rd 22, 
Del Norte, CO 81132.
The project consists of a 2-inch asphalt overlay to Runway 6-24, a 
new 450 feet Proposed Taxilane construction East of Taxiway B, and 
the rehabilitation of existing taxiways and apron pavements with a 
608H Seal Coat treatment.
Bids will be received for a single prime contract. Bids shall be on a 
lump sum and unit price basis with additive alternate bid items as 
indicated in the Bid Form.
Digital copies of the bid documents are available from the county 
at www.riograndecounty.org. Those downloading the contract docu-
ments electronically are responsible for verifying the completeness of 
contract documents received view download. Failure to download a 
complete set of digital contract documents will not be a factor consid-
ered in the evaluation of bids or form the basis for any bid protest. In 
order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive 
all necessary addendum (s) for this project, you must be on the Plan-
holder’s List, which requires the plans being downloaded from www.
riograndecounty.org.
Bids shall be accompanied by a bid security in accordance with the 
Instructions to Bidders. The successful Bidder must furnish Perfor-
mance and Payment Bonds in accordance with the Contract Docu-
ments.
Bidders must be licensed to perform work within the state of Colo-
rado.
Bids must remain in effect for 60 days after the bid opening date. 
Within 60 days from the bid date, the Owner may award the contract 
to the lowest responsive, responsible Bidder or reject any or all Bids 
for the Project.
The RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO reserves the right to re-
ject any or all Bids, to waive irregularities in the Bids and bidding 
deemed to be in the best interests of the RIO GRANDE COUNTY, 
COLORADO,and to reject nonconforming, nonresponsive, or condi-
tional bids.
No. 3642.
Published in the Valley Courier on October 27, 28, 31, November 1, 
3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, & 21, 2023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

TOWN OF LA JARA, COLORADO
The Town of La Jara is accepting statements of qualifications (SOQs) 
from qualified engineering firms (firm) which have five (5) years or 
more experience in providing drinking water system analysis and 
evaluation as outlined in the details section of this request. 
DETAILS: Assist the Town of La Jara to meet requirements for Sys-
tem Master Plans similar to Preliminary Engineering reports, collect 
data, analyze data and provide capital improvements recommenda-
tions for infrastructure and funding for water system planning. Those 
requirements include:
a. Document the existing conditions for the system including reliant 
pumps, tanks, and treatment and risks and liabilities associated with 
each process in the systems.  
b. Evaluate the existing water treatment process and provide recom-
mendations for improvements. 
c. Recommend, prioritize, and provide costs for improvements identi-
fied in the analysis.   
d. Incorporate all data, recommendations, and cost estimates into an 
engineering report.    
Statements of Qualifications will be accepted until Monday, Novem-
ber 20th, 2023, at 2:00 PM. SOQ must have a notation on the en-
velope of “TOWN OF LA JARA WATER SYSTEM STATEMENT OF 
QUALIFICATIONS”. SOQs can be mailed or delivered to Larry Zara-
goza at 221 Broadway PO Box 273 LA JARA CO, 81140. Interested 
Firms should contact Sunrise Engineering 435-216-9197 to receive 
a detailed request for statement of qualifications. Questions can be 
directed to Kurtis Shawcroft (kshawcroft@sunrise-eng.com).
The Town of La Jara reserves the right to accept or deny any or all 
bids for and waive any information or technicality on any bid in the 
interest of the Town and their decision will be final.
No. 3644.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 
17, & 18, 2023.

County Court  District Court  Denver Juvenile Court
Alamosa County, Colorado

Court Address:
In the Matter of the Petition of:
_ Adult
or
X Parent/Petitioner: Shandon Bailon
for Minor Child: Uriah Xavion Paul Navares
For a Change of Name to: Uriah Xavion Paul Bailon
COURT USE ONLY
Filed in the Combined Court
Alamosa County, Colorado
Clerk of the Combined Court
Date Filed: 10/20/2023
Case Number: 23C189
Division: B  Courtroom: B
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on October 20, 2023 that a Petition for a 
Change of Name of a X Minor Child or _Adult has been filed with the 
Alamosa County Court.
The Petition requests that the name of 
Uriah          Xavion Paul        Navares
First Name       Middle Name       Last Name
be changed to
Uriah            Xavion Paul       Bailon
First Name       Middle Name       Last Name
By Nikki Quintana
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 3648.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 3, 4, & 7, 2023.

DISTRICT COURT, ALAMOSA COUNTY, COLORADO

Court Address: 8955 Independence Way
Alamosa, CO  81101
Phone: (719) 589-4996
COURT USE ONLY
Case Number: 2023JV300008
Div.: 7 Ctrm:  C
Petitioner:  THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF COLORADO IN THE 
INTEREST OF: A.D., CHILD
AND CONCERNING:
Respondents: Kyahana Deherrera and John Doe
SUMMONS
TO:  THE PARENTS, GUARDIANS, LEGAL CUSTODIANS, OR 
OTHER RESPONDENTS ABOVE NAMED, GREETINGS:
You are hereby notified that a Verified Petition for Adjudication of De-

pendency and Neglect of the above-named child  has been filed in 
the above-named Court in which it is represented to the Court that 
the child, A.D., is dependent or neglected for the reasons set forth 
more fully in said Petition, the original of which is on file in the above 
Court and copies of which will be made available to you upon request 
during normal business hours at the office of the Clerk of the District 
Court in Alamosa County.
You are further notified that TERMINATION OF THE PARENT-CHILD 
LEGAL RELATIONSHIP IS A POSSIBLE REMEDY AVAILABLE IF 
THIS PETITION ALLEGING THAT THE CHILD IS DEPENDENT OR 
NEGLECTED IS SUSTAINED.  A SEPARATE HEARING MUST BE 
HELD BEFORE SUCH TERMIATION IS ORDERED.  TERMINATION 
OF THE PARENT-CHILD LEGAL RELATIONSHIP MEANS THAT 
THE CHILD WHO IS SUBJECT TO THIS PETITION WOULD BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR ADOPTION.
You are further notified that the Court has set said Petition for hearing 
on the _9th_ day of _November , 2023, at the hour of _1:30_ p.m., in 
the Alamosa District Court, in Alamosa, Colorado.
Pursuant to Rule 4.1 of the Colorado Rules of Juvenile Procedure, 
a responsive pleading is not required, although you may file one, if 
you so desire, nor is it necessary for you to deny any allegations 
of the Petition, except jurisdictional matters of age and residence of 
the child which shall be deemed admitted unless specifically denied.
You are further informed that if you choose to appear at the hearing 
at the time and place hereinabove stated, you shall be fully advised 
by the Court of your constitutional and legal rights pursuant to C.R.S. 
19-3-202, as amended.  You may demand a trial by jury of not more 
than six.  Unless a jury is demanded, it shall be deemed to be waived.  
You have the right to be represented by counsel at every stage of the 
proceedings.  If you request representation by an attorney and you 
are found to be without financial means to afford an attorney, an at-
torney will be appointed for you by the Court.
You are further advised that, if the court finds that the allegations in 
the Petition are supported by the necessary standards of proof, the 
Court shall hold a dispositional hearing, but that in a proper case, 
providing prior notice thereof is given to you, and, you are now so 
advised, the dispositional hearing may be had co-extensively with the 
adjudicatory hearing.
If you fail to enter your appearance, or if you fail to deny jurisdictional 
matters, if any, as permitted by law, the above matter, and any other 
related matters that may come before the Court will be decided with-

out further notice to you.
Furthermore, you have the following additional rights:
1. The right to subpoena witnesses;
2. The right to know the nature of the allegations contained in the 
Petition;

3. Any admission on your part must be voluntary;
4. If you admit the allegations of the Petition, the Court is not bound 
by any promises or representations made by anyone about the dispo-

sitional alternatives by the Court;
5. The Court may appoint an attorney as a Guardian ad Litem to rep-

resent the interest of the child.
6. The right to present evidence;
7. The right to cross examine witnesses;
8. The right to appeal;
9. In order for the Court to find the child to be neglected or dependent, 
it must be proven to a judge or jury by the preponderance of evidence;
10. In order to terminate the parent-child legal relationship, the Court 
would have to find at a separate hearing by clear and convincing evi-
dence either of the following:
a. That the child has been adjudicated dependent and neglected and 
has been abandoned by his parent or parents.
b. That the child is adjudicated dependent or neglected, and the Court 
has found by clear and convincing evidence that no appropriate treat-

ment plan can be devised to address the unfitness of the parent or 
parents.
c. That the child is adjudicated dependent or neglected and all of the 
following exist:
I. That an appropriate treatment plan approved by the Court has not 
been reasonably complied with by the parent or parents or has not 
been successful;

II. That the parent is unfit;
III. That the conduct or condition of the parent or parents is unlikely to 
change within a reasonable amount of time;
WITNESS my hand and official seal of said Court this _____ day of 
____________, 2023.
JENNIFER PACHECO
CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT
By:  _________________________________
     Clerk/Deputy
No. 3657.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 7, 2023.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR LEVY COUNTY, FLORIDA

IN THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED Case No.: 38-2022-DR-
000444
ADOPTION OF MINOR
JENNAVECIA TIANNA ELIZABETH BOOKER.
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS 
AND GRANDPARENT ADOPTION
TO:  TAYLER CHEYENNE LAKER
     893 Pine Cone Way
     Crestone, CO 81131
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a petition to terminate parental rights pend-
ing adoption has been filed against you. There will be a hearing on 
the petition to terminate parental rights pending adoption on Thurs-
day, December 21, 2023 at 11:30am, before the Honorable Craig 
C. DeThomasis, via the Zoom Platform, Zoom Meeting Information, 
Meeting ID:956 3692 9882, Meeting Passcode: 635502, Join by Tele-
phone: 1-786-635-1003. The time allotted for the trial is fifteen (15) 
minutes. The attorneys and parties shall appear via Zoom before the 
trial judge for the commencement of trial at 11:30am on Thursday, 
December 21, 2023, unless they are specifically notified otherwise.
UNDER FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 63.089, FAILURE TO FILE 
A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE WITH THE COURT OR 
TO APPEAR AT THIS HEARING CONSTITUTES GROUNDS UPON 
WHICH THE COURT SHALL END ANY PARENTAL RIGHTS YOU 
MAY HAVE REGARDING THE MINOR CHILD.
You are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to 
it on SUNSHINE D. BAYNARD, Esquire, Petitioner’s attorney, whose 
address is P.O. Box 2794, Chiefland, FL 32644, and email address is 
sbaynard@baynardlaw.com within twenty (20) days and file the origi-
nal with the clerk of this Court at 355 South Court Street, Bronson, 
FL 32621, before service on Petitioner or immediately thereafter.  If 
you fail to do so, a default may be entered against you for the relief 
demanded in the petition.
The minor child is identified as follows:
Name.                               Date of Birth  Place of Birth
JENNAVECIA TIANNA ELIZABETH BOOKER. 4/30/2012.     Port 
Charlotte, FL
Physical Description of Respondent:
Age: 31
Race: Caucasian 
Hair Color: Blonde
Eye Color: Blue
Approximate Height: 5’2”
Approximate Weight: 115-130
Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are avail-
able at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office.  You may review these 
documents upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your 
current address. (You may file Designation of Current Mailing and 
E-Mail Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 
12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to the 
addresses on record at the clerk’s office.
Dated: _______________  CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
By:  ________________ 
     Deputy Clerk 
No. 3658.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 7, 14, 21, & 28, 2023.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTHCARE: 20 
plus years’ experience. 
Wanting to take care of 
your loved one. 719-588-
6472. (11/8/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23-monthly)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smokin 
Spuds.

DE L O S S  I N DU S -
TRIES IN ALAMOSA 
is Hiring Full-Time, 
40 Hours Per Week, 
Wages 24 to 40 Dol-
lars Per Hour. Looking 
to hire: EQUIPMENT 
MECHANICS, ME-
CHANICS HELPER, 
WELDERS and MA-
CHINIST. The me-
chanics helper will be 
pared with a mechanic 
in the shop. Primary 
equipment serviced and 
maintained are forklifts 
and materials handling 
related equipment. This 
is a full-time position, 
40 hours per week. Paid 
vacation and sick leave. 
Health insurance may 
be provided. Pay rate 
is 24 to 40 dollars per 
hour, depending on ex-
perience. Tools are pro-
vided. Must have clean 
driving record, CDL is 
a plus. Must pass drug 
test and background 
check. Must have stable 
work history. This is a 
career opportunity with 
a stable company that 
has been in the Val-
ley for 36 years. Shop 
is located in Alamosa, 
CO. Call 719-589-3213 
for interview or send 
resume to DelossJohn@
aol.com. (1/13/23)

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks ap-
plicants for an EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR 
II position in the Fa-
cilities Services Depart-
ment. Starting salary for 
this position is $3,658 
per month. For applica-
tion or more informa-
tion, please see https://
www.adams.edu/hr/em-
ployment/  AA/EOE. 
(11/11/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are 
now accepting applica-
tions for the position of 
SECONDARY SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION 
TEACH ER, for  the 
remaining 2023-2024 
School Year. Qualifica-
tions; Special Educa-
tion Certification as 
required by the State 
of Colorado or such 
alternative to the above 
qualifications as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(12/6/23)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is currently ac-
cepting applications 
for an EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR I posi-
tion. This position will 
perform skilled work 
in equipment opera-
tions, maintenance and 
repair work of streets, 
etc. This position may 
be asked to perform 
work for the Water/
Sewer Dept and the 
Parks Dept. This posi-
tion could require some 
on-call shifts. A valid 
Colorado Class B CDL 
License with air brakes 
is highly desirable. Re-
quires HS diploma or 
GED equivalent and 
one-year prior expe-
r ience as equipment 
operator. This is a 40 
hour per week full-time 
position. The general 
starting wage is $16.75 
- $17.75 per hour plus an 
excellent benefit pack-
age. Applicant must 
submit a completed job 
application to the Hu-
man Resources Office, 
95 W. 1st Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144.  EOE/
ADA. (11/11/23)

4

$24.00



Page 8 Valley Courier Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Classifieds
221 - 

HELP WANTED
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HELP WANTED

221 - 
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

 

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE OFFICER or 
POLICE APPRENTICE 
to protect the lives, safety, 
health, welfare, and prop-
erty of individuals within 
the corporate limits of 
Alamosa by enforcing 
municipal, state and fed-
eral statutes, ordinances 
and laws.  Incumbents 
may be assigned to the 
Patrol Division, Inves-
tigations Division and/
or special assignments 
necessary to protect and 
serve the needs of indi-
viduals relating to law 
enforcement. Hiring an-
nual salary is $49,400 
- $59,383 DOQ, FLSA 
Non- Exempt. Fringe 
benefits include a 401K 
retirement with a 10% 
employer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 80 
hours of sick leave, 80 
hours of vacation leave 
per year. Employer paid 
life insurance, STD, LTD 
& AD&D, 75% of medi-
cal, vision, and dental 
premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. For a full job de-
scription and to apply, 
visit cityofalamosa.org or 
stop by City Hall at 300 
Hunt Ave. The City of 
Alamosa provides Equal 
Opportunity Employ-
ment for accommoda-
tions please submit them 
in writing with the appli-
cation. Application dead-
line - open until filled. 
(12/2/23)

W A R D  C L E R K , 
NEEDED Full-Time 
days at RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL. Amazing 
opportunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-or iented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
flexible shifts. Apply at 
0310 County Road 14, 
DEL NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . (11/15/23)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE CH I EF to 
provide administrative 
leadership, direction, 
planning, and organizing 
the activities of the Po-
lice Department in law 
enforcement and crime 
prevention. Hiring an-
nual salary is $103,869 
- $113,300 DOQ, FLSA 
Exempt. Fringe benefits 
include a 401K retire-
ment with a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year, and 80 
hours of exempt PTO a 
year. Employer paid life 
insurance, STD, LTD & 
AD&D, 75% of medi-
cal, vision, and dental 
premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. For a full job de-
scription and to apply, 
visit cityofalamosa.org 
or stop by City Hall at 
300 Hunt Ave. The City 
of Alamosa provides 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment for accom-
modations please submit 
them in writing with the 
application. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23)
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC at DEL 
NORTE & MONTE 
VISTA have a Full-Time 
MA or LPN position 
available in our busy 
Primary Care Clinic’s. 
Must be dependable, 
have the ability to multi-
task, be a self-starter and 
pay close attention to 
detail. RGH is an EOE. 
Complete an application 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org under 
Contact/Employment. 
Additional questions, 
contact Ted Andersen 
at teda@riograndehos-
pital.net or call 719-657-
2418. (11/15/23)

ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for an 
experienced (5+ years 
preferred) CONCRETE 
FOREMAN in residen-
tial, commercial, and 
heavy civil construction 
to join our team. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials, ability to measure 
accurately and read plans 
and specifications.  For-
man will be running a 
crew of 5-10 members. 
Must be a team player, 
keep crew motivated, 
complete jobs in a time-
ly manner, and willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week.  Offer retirement, 
medical, dental, vision 
insurance, and paid vaca-
tion/ holidays. Pay based 
on experience. (11/18/23)

ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for 
EXPERIENCED OR 
TRAINABLE CON-
CRETE LABORERS to 
join our team. Respon-
sibilities include form-
ing, pouring, finishing 
concrete, and additional 
labor/equipment opera-
tion as needed. Must have 
ability to perform strenu-
ous tasks with hands, 
ability to kneel, bend and 
lift heavy materials. Must 
be willing to work 40+ 
hours per week. Must be 
motivated and proactive. 
Offer retirement, medi-
cal, dental, vision insur-
ance and paid vacation/ 
holidays. Pay based on 
experience. (11/18/23) 

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time NIGHTS at 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-or iented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
flexible shifts. Apply at 
0310 County Road 14, 
DEL NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . (11/15/23)

B O O K K E E P E R : 
LOCAL, WELL-RE-
SPECTED non-profit 
agency hiring a book-
keeper for a 6-MONTH 
TERM. Responsibilities 
include assistance with 
accounts payable, ac-
counts receivable, pay-
roll, and special proj-
ects. We’re looking for a 
motivated, values-driven 
individual with experi-
ence in QuickBooks 
and Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of serving others. 
FT, $20.00/ hr; $1,000 
completion bonus after 
6 months. Inquire about 
benefits. Send cover let-
ter, resume/request job 
description to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909, 
ext238.  www.lapuente.
net . (11/17/23)

RADIOGRAPHER, 
CT TECHNOLOGIST 
(Full-Time) Specific du-
ties and responsibili-
ties: All X-ray, CT, OP, 
IP, and ER trauma ex-
ams. Join our incred-
ible patient centered and 
service-oriented team! 
Must be motivated and 
available to work flex-
ible shifts. Apply at 310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . Full 
Benefits. Please see hos-
pital website for more 
information. Contact 
Jerilyn Hamlin 719-657-
4150 for more informa-
tion. RGH is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
(11/15/23)

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23)
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Classifieds

630 - ROOMS 

FOR RENT

345 -

WOOD 611 - HOUSES 

FOR RENT

221 - 

HELP WANTED

221 - 

HELP WANTED

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

324 - SEED

 & FEED

304 - LAWN & 

GARDEN

353 - FARM &

LIVESTOCK

307 - 

APPLIANCES

525 - 

GUNS

368 - PETS & 

SUPPLIES

426 - MOBILE HOMES 

FOR SALE

401 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTIES

606 - BUSINESS 

PROPERTY FOR RENT

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

720 - HEAVY 

EQUIPMENT

C N A ,  N E E D E D 
FULL-TIME NIGHTS 
at RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our 
incred ible  pat ient-
centered and service-
oriented team. Must be 
motivated and avail-
able to work flexible 
shifts. Apply at 0310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.rio-
grandehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R SE N EEDED 
Full-Time ER Days at 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our 
incred ible  pat ient-
centered and service-
oriented team. Must be 
motivated and avail-
able to work flexible 
shifts. Apply at 0310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.rio-
grandehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
FA R M  WO R K E R 
HOUSING CORPO-
RATION is seeking a 
qualified PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE Po-
sition in ALAMOSA. 
Minimum of 3 years’ 
experience. Must be 
knowledgeable in heat-
ing, small appliance 
repair, plumbing, and 
minor electrical work, 
landscaping, painting 
and cleaning apar t-
ments to make ready. 
Willing to be on call 
after normal working 
hours. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Must 
be able to pass back-
ground investigation 
and a drug test. Wage 
is determined upon ex-
perience. Job will close 
on November 15, 2023. 
Mail resume to 980 S. 
Broadway, Center, Co. 
81125. Equal Housing 
Opportunity Employ-
ment. (11/15/23)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting 
applications for the po-
sition of FINANCE 
DIRECTOR. The Fi-
nance Director has 
direct responsibility 
and supervision of all 
aspects of the Finance 
Department which in-
cludes fund accounting, 
financial reporting, pay-
roll, accounts payable, 
accounts receivable, 
pension and retirement 
accounting, revenue 
collections, purchas-
ing, auditing, budget-
ing, preparation of the 
Annual Finance Re-
port, and monitors the 
financial position of 
the municipality. Five 
(5) years progressively 
responsible experience 
in Accounting and Fi-
nance and a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting, 
Public or Business Ad-
ministration with an 
emphasis in accounting, 
financial management 
or a related field is re-
quired. An equivalent 
combination of educa-
tion and experience may 
be considered.  This 
is full time employ-
ment. The salary range 
is $70,000-$75,000 
DOE, plus full benefits. 
To apply please visit: 
www.cityofmontevista.
colorado.gov or appli-
cations can be picked 
up at City Hall, 95 W. 
1st Ave Monte Vista, 
CO 81144. Please pro-
vide updated resume 
with application. Posi-
tion will remain open 
until filled, first review 
November 9, 2023. EEO 
ADA. (11/14/23)

S LV  R E GI O NA L 
LANDFILL is  ac-
cepting applications 
for a full-time EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Benefits include 100% 
Paid Employee Only 
Health, Dental & Vi-
sion Insurance, Sick/
Vacation Leave, Retire-
ment Match. Applica-
tions & Job Description 
can be picked up at the 
SLV Landfill office or 
visit our website http://
slvlandfill.com for more 
information. Starting 
wage $17.00 per hour 
depending on expe-
rience. Applications 
will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
For more in forma-
tion, contact Leonard 
Brown (719)-852-3810 
or lbrown@slvlandfill.
com  (11/11/23)

RED HILL LAVA 
PRODUCTS is looking 
for a LABOR/MAIN-
TENANCE PERSON. 
Please call Jon Armen-
ta at 719-480-9595. 
(11/10/23)

CDOT IS LOOKING 
fo r  T E M P OR A RY 
HIGHWAY MAIN-
TENANCE SPECIAL-
ISTS for Monarch Pass 
for the winter season. 
Positions would be 40 
hours/week with the 
opportunity for over-
time. Pay is $24.44/
hour. This position will 
receive per diem and 
CDOT will arrange for 
employee to stay in a 
hotel for their sched-
uled working days. If 
i n t e r e s t e d ,  a p p l y 
at https://bit.ly/wolf-
creekpass (11/10/23)

WANTED LOCAL 
DRIVER WITH CDL 
license to HAUL HAY. 
Driving experienced 
preferred. Must have 
c l e a n  M V R,  d r ug 
testing required, off 
weekends & holidays. 
If interested, call 719-
843-5446. (11/7/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass 
a background check, 
be able to work inde-
pendently, and be a 
forward-thinking indi-
vidual with an overall 
team approach to all 
tasks at hand.  Appli-
cant must also be able to 
work in all weather con-
ditions (snow removal/
general landscaping).  
If interested, please 
contact Demo Trujillo, 
719-657-4040 x4007, 
dtrujillo@urtigers.co.  
Applications can be re-
trieved online at: www.
urtigers.co. (11/10/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d iploma a nd some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND 
INCOME? child sup-
por t? Car Repai rs? 
Taxes Due? Earn up to 
$800/month DELIV-
ERING THE VAL-
LEY COURIER. Con-
tact Keith at 719-589-
2553. (2/26-TFN)

SPRINKLER WIN-
TERIZATION, RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings & week-
ends: 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593. (12/1/23)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS.

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
var ious quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(12/6/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(11/24/23)

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick.

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

RONCO ROTISSER-
IE AND BBQ oven, 
$50. 719-298-2355. 
(11/11/23)

SEWING MACHINE 
CABINET, $25. 719-
298-2355 (11/11/23)

FOR SALE: MAT-
TR ESS Topper  w/ 
cover; Old Antique 
Irons; Antique Sew-
ing Machine; Coke 
Bottle w/ caps; Super 
Twin Water-bed. Call 
before 1:00pm or after 
6:30pm. 719-298-2355. 
(11/11/23)

360 - MISC. 

FOR SALE

WILD WEST MAG-
AZINES: $15 takes all. 
719-852-8879. (11/8/23)

L A R R S  M I N I  – 
T h e r m  J V H  GA S 
F I R E D  B O I L E R , 
160,000 BTU; $450.  
½ HP INLINE CAST 
IRON PUMP 1-inch 
inlet/outlet; $150. 719-
379-3921. (11/4+2cr/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E (s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(11/21/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 
719-580-0398. (TFN)

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

4BR /2BA HOUSE 
FOR rent, NEAR ALA-
MOSA-HS, park, shop-
ping, hospital. $1,450/
monthl+utilities+deposit, 
no smoking, application 
required. 719-588-8828. 
(11/17/23)

A L A MO SA F U R-
NISHED ROOM for 
Rent.  P r ivate bath, 
washer/dryer, shared 
kitchen/living room. 
$700/month, all utili-
ties included. Some 
storage available. Cat 
OK. Call/text 408-533-
2701. 15 minutes from 
downtown Alamosa. 
(11/15/23)

‘07 SUBARU WAG-
O N  n e e d s  m o t o r : 
$1,500. ‘02 SUZUKI 
DRZ400: $750, needs 
motor. Old GOOSE 
N E C K  H O R S E 
T R A I L E R :  $ 8 0 0 . 
(11/25/23-CR)

701 - AUTOS FOR 

SALE

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23)
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 DEAR ABBY: I have 
some advice for your read-
ers who write regarding 
problems with how oth-
ers behave badly or are 
verbally abusive or inap-
propriate toward them. 
Hopefully, it will help 
someone. 

 I suggest recording 
video of the offending 
individual while it’s hap-
pening, and then show-
ing them the video later 
when they are calm/sober/
receptive. If the behavior 
is drug- or alcohol-driven, 
this can show the person 
they’re not fun and funny; 
they are obnoxious and 
offensive. I’m certain I 
would have quit drinking 
years earlier had I been 
able to see how I acted 
while intoxicated. 

 This advice could also 
work with a relative you 
are concerned about with 
regard to dementia or 
Alzheimer’s. You could 
show the video to their 
doctor, rather than make 
generalizations about 
their behavior. Telling 
your husband to talk to his 
mom about how critical 
or rude she is to you puts 
your husband on the spot, 
and it’s still a “she said/
she said” situation. Maybe 
your mother-in-law has no 
idea how she sounds. But 
she should. If a picture is 
worth a thousand words, 
a video is worth even 
more. -- “GOTCHA” IN 
CALIFORNIA

 DEAR “GOTCHA”: 
I’m printing your letter 
because I think in some 
cases it has merit. Howev-
er, videoing someone who 
is in the middle of a rant 
(or some other socially un-
acceptable activity) could 
cause some individuals 
to become violent. (“Stop 
videotaping me!!!”) That’s 
why I have to add that if 
one chooses to do this, 
they should be aware of 
the risk.

 DEAR ABBY: I’m a 
35-year-old woman who 
is married to a 27-year-old 
man. We currently live 
in the same house as his 
mother. She lives down-
stairs; we live upstairs. 
Thanks to my husband’s 
upbringing, he has a hair-
trigger temper. His dad 
has an explosive temper, 
and his mother is a narcis-
sist. He’s never directed it 
at me, but his mother sets 
him off. 

 Sometimes, I think 
she does it on purpose 
because she has some kind 
of victim complex. I have 
tried everything to help 
him control his temper; 
nothing has worked. It 
has become normal for me 
to end the day with them 
fighting. I am exhausted 
by them. If they’re home 
before I go to work, they’ll 
get into some sort of yell-
ing match. When I’m fin-
ishing my workday, he’ll 
call me and I’ll hear them 
arguing on the phone. 

 I’m tired of the fight-
ing. It’s creating so much 
anxiety and depression. 
I have told him this and 
asked him to at least 
try to stop, but it’s still 
the same. What do I do? 
-- SURROUNDED BY 
WAR IN TEXAS

 DEAR SURROUND-
ED: You are more mature 
than your husband, both 
emotionally and chrono-
logically. He is still under 
his mother’s thumb, which 
is why she’s so good at 
pushing his buttons. It 
is time for you both to 
move as far away from 
his mother’s dwelling as 
possible. If you do, he 
will have less exposure to 
his mother, and you may 
have peace under your 
roof (once you unplug the 
phone).

Recording may be worth 
more than a thousand words


