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to open this CD 

Special is $10,000.

‘Little Mister, 
Miss Christmas’ 

submissions 
sought

ALAMOSA — Candidates 
are being sought for the Valley 
Courier’s 2023 “Little Mister 
and Miss Merry Christmas.” 
All entrants must be between 
the ages of 5 to 8.

An entry blank is on page 
7 of today’s edition. A recent 
photo must be submitted as 
well as parental permission 
to use the photo and contact 
information.

The youngsters will be 
featured along with this 
year’s Miss Merry Christmas 
in a special holiday edition on 
Wednesday, Nov. 22.

New SLV Veterans 
pics due Wednesday

VALLEY — San Luis Valley 
Veterans not previously 
featured in the Valley Courier’s 
annual Veterans Day tribute 
need to be submitted by 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, either 
in person or by email to 
squintana@alamosanews.
com.

P h o t o s  s h o u l d  b e 
accompanied by the Veteran’s 
town of residence, branch of 
service and rank.

Those Veterans that were 
submitted previously DO NOT 
NEED to be submitted again.

Prayer vigil today 
in Saguache

SAGUACHE — The public 
is invited to join the town of 
Saguache and the family of 
missing Saguache resident, 
Edna Quintana, in a prayer 
vigil. Quintana has been 
missing from Saguache since 
May 3.

The vigil will be held at 5 
p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 4, at 
Saint Agnes Catholic Church, 
505 Gunnison Ave., Saguache.

AHS After Prom 
hosting craft fair 

Nov. 15-16
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

High School After Prom 
Commit tee will  host a 
Christmas Craft Fair from 
4-8 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 15, 
and from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 16, in 
the Alamosa High School 
Commons Area.

There will be basketball 
games both days as well, which 
will contribute significantly to 
vendor traffic. The vendor 
fee is $40 total for both days; 
spaces are 8 feet by 10 feet.

To sign up as a vendor or 
for more information, email 
AHSafterprom24@gmail.com 
no later than Dec. 1. All vendor 
fees will benefit this year’s 
After Prom event.

Peyton Sanchez, left, listens to Gordon 
Bosa, far right, explain progress on form-
ing the foundation. Also pictured Ruthie 
Brown and Peyton’s grandmother, Sylvia 

Sanchez. Copper is at Peyton’s feet. 

Photo by Priscilla Waggoner

Peyton’s Pay It Forward Foundation 
is just a few steps away 

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
Courier Reporter

ALAMOSA — A cohort of people in 
Alamosa and Rio Grande Counties are 
combining efforts to make one of Peyton 
Sanchez’s dreams come true by creat-
ing the Peyton’s Pay It Forward Foun-
dation, a 501(c)3 non-profit devoted to 
helping others. 

Peyton Sanchez will serve as presi-

Sorum Tractor 
acquired by 

Redlund

STAFF REPORT
ALAMOSA —  Redlund 

Equipment announces 
the grand opening of its 
fifth location in Colorado. 
The company recently 
completed the purchase 
of Sorum Tractor Co., 
Inc., a well-respected 
dealer with strong com-
munity ties. Redlund will 
continue Sorum’s farmer-

first focus by providing 
high-quality equipment 
with exceptional parts 
and service to farmers in 
the San Luis Valley and 
surrounding areas.

Redlund Equipment 
is a well-established ag 
equipment dealership 
group with decades of ex-
perience serving farmers 
in Colorado, Nebraska 

Sorum Tractor in Alamosa 
was recently purchased by 

Redlund Equipment.

Courier photo by John Waters

Redlund Equipment opens new location in Alamosa

By CHARLIE JAQUEZ
COSTILLA COUNTY 

— The San Pedro Cem-
etery Committee will honor 
Civil War Veteran Capt. 
Jose Maria Sanchez at the 
cemetery on Veterans Day, 
Nov. 11. The public is cor-
dially invited to attend.

Sanchez served during 
and after the Civil War with 
Company B, 2nd Regiment 
of the New Mexico Volun-
teers at Fort Wingate, N.M., 
from 1861 to 1866.

Carlos Atencio and Ken-
neth Gardner of Pueblo, 
both great-great grandsons 
of Jose Maria Sanchez 
spearheaded the efforts to 
obtain a government head-
stone for their ancestor who 
served honorably during 
the American Civil War.

Sanchez was born in 
Tome, Valencia County, 
N.M., in 1818 when New 

Mexico was then part 
of New Spain under the 
Spanish Crown. He was 
the son of Jose Gregorio de 
la Trinidad Sanchez and 
Maria Rita Baca.

The services for Sanchez 
will begin with a Memo-
rial Mass at the Sangre 
de Cristo Catholic Church 
in San Luis at 10 a.m.  He 
will then be given a mili-
tary service at the San 
Pedro Cemetery by an 
Honor Guard provided by 
American Legion Post 142 
and VFW Post 6101 of San 
Luis. After military honors 
at the San Pedro Cemetery, 
the public is invited to a 
celebratory luncheon pro-
vided by the family at the 
Circle of Friendship Hall in 
San Luis. All are welcome.

For more information, 
call Carlos Atencio at 719 
588-0512 or 719-672-4218.

Courtesy photo

The headstone of Civil War Veteran Captain Jose Maria 
Sanchez.

Civil War Veteran 
to be honored in 

San Pedro

By JOHN WATERS
Courier News Editor

ALAMOSA COUNTY — In a 
first for the San Luis Valley, a pair 
of bald eagles has nested along the 
Rio Grande River on the Alamosa 
National Wildlife Refuge. The nest 
has produced two juvenile eagles.

John Rawinski, a local field or-
nithologist and former US Forest 
Service employee, who has been 
keeping records of bird data in the 
Valley for over 40 years, told the 
Valley Courier, “The successful 
nest is certainly a milestone. It is 
unprecedented in that for the first 
time, we have had a nesting pair 
of bald eagles nesting in the Val-
ley proper, that is along the Rio 
Grande and in the flat of the Val-

Photos courtesy Evert Brown

Breeding bald eagles typically lay one to three eggs once a year, and they hatch 
after about 35 days. 

For the first recorded time, a pair of bald ea-
gles have nested in the San Luis Valley. 

Bald eagles nest on 
wildlife refuge in Valley
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School Menu
Monday

November 6, 2023

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Tony’s Cheese Pizza

Tossed Salad
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk

To sponsor the School 
Menu call 589-2553

BREAKFAST
Cereal/Graham Crackers

Fruit & Milk
ELEMENTARY

Tony’s Cheese Pizza
Tossed Salad

Fresh Veggie Bar
Fruit & Milk

HIGH SCHOOL
Tony’s Cheese Pizza

Tossed Salad
Fresh Veggie Bar

Fruit & Milk
Breakfast & Lunch Free for all students

Alamosa School District

Alamosa resident Ben-
jamin “Benji” Arvizo, 31, 
was called home to be with 
the Lord on Oct. 31,2023. 
He was welcomed into the 
world on Feb. 13, 1992, in 
Alamosa, Colo., and was 
the beloved son of Manuel 
Arvizo and Bernice Medina 
Arvizo.

Benji was a loving fa-
ther to his two wonderful 
sons. He was very passion-
ate about spending time 
taking his boys hunting, 
watching movies, listen-
ing to music, playing video 
games and teaching them 
not to be afraid to try new 
things. His son’s say that 
he made the best scram-
bled eggs with cheese and 
tortillas.

He loved every one of his 
family members and was a 
friend to all. He had a kind 
and gentle nature to him. 
He was a jokester with a 
contagious smile that filled 

Our beloved Rudy Es-
quibel was called home 
for his eternal rest on Oct. 
31, 2023. He passed away 
peacefully at his home 
with his loving family by 
his side. Rudy was born on 
June 4, 1942, the son of Gil-
bert Esquibel and Sylvania 
Jacquez Esquibel. Rudy 
was united in marriage to 
the love of his life Velma 
Atencio on Nov. 15, 1959.

Rudy was a compassion-
ate man, an exceptional 
role model and the most 
loving husband, father, 
grand and great-grandfa-
ther anyone could ask for. 
He would give the shirt off 
his back to anyone in need. 
He was a perfectionist in all 
challenges in life. His most 
prized possession in life 
was his family, he LOVED 
spending time with every 

the room with love. He also 
loved spending time with 
his favorite niece Natalia 
and his God-daughter Ne-
vaeh. He will be greatly 
missed by all. 

Benji was preceded in 
death by his grandfathers 
Manuel Arvizo Sr., and 
Benito A. Medina as well 
as his Uncle Orlando Me-
dina. 

His memory will live on 
through his sons Marcus 

Arvizo, Jeremiah Arvizo, 
mother Bernice Arvizo, fa-
ther Manuel Arvizo, broth-
ers Manuel Arvizo, Jesus 
Arvizo, his Granny Belen 
Medina, as well as many 
aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends. 

Viewing and visitation 
will be held on Monday, 
Nov. 6, 2023, from 12-4 
p.m. at the Romero Funeral 
Chapel in Alamosa. Funer-
al Service will be held on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023, at 
11 a.m. at the River of Life 
Assembly of God Church. 
Interment will follow at the 
Alamosa Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions can be made in Benji’s 
honor to Romero Funeral 
Home of Alamosa.

To leave his family condo-
lences please visit romero-
funeralhomes.com. Romero 
Funeral Home of Alamosa 
is in care of the arrange-
ments. 

Benjamin ‘Benji’ Arvizo

member of his family as 
well as his friends. He is al-
ready so dearly missed.

Survivors include his 
loving wife Velma Es-
quibel, daughter Sandra 
Pawloski, sons Chucky 
(Wendy) Esquibel, Dwight 
(Margarita) Esquibel, 
grandchildren Katerina 
(Nicholas)Pawloski-John-
son, Miranda (Christian) 
Esquibel, Natasha Paw-
loski, Maria Ellena Es-
quibel, Nikolai Pawloski, 
great-grandchildren Aden 
Gallegos, Xavior Esquibel, 
sister Kathy Esquibel. He 
is also survived by many 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. 

Rudy was preceded in 
death by his parents Gil-
bert and Sylvania Esquibel 
and Selena Esquibel. 

Cremation was chosen 

and a Celebration of Life 
will be held on Friday, 
Nov. 10, 2023, at 10 a.m. at 
Sangre De Cristo Catholic 
Church in San Luis. Burial 
will follow at the San Aca-
cio Cemetery.

To leave online condo-
lences, please visit romero-
funeralhomes.com. Romero 
Funeral Home of Alamosa 
is in care of the arrange-
ments. 

Rudy Esquibel

Jose Villagomez Moreno, 
86, of Center, Colo., passed 
away on Oct. 31, 2023, 
with his beloved family 
by his side. He was born 
in Cañada De Caracheo, 
Guanajuato, Mexico, the 
son of Lucas Villagomez 
and Maria Moreno Vil-
lagomez.

He loved being outdoors, 
going for walks and spend-
ing mornings at the “Casa 
Blanca Park.” His favorite 
thing to do was spend time 
with his children, grand-
children, and great-grand-
children; everyone will al-
ways remember Grandpa 
cutting up the watermelon 
and always insisting that 
they eat as soon as they 
walked in the door when 
they came to visit.

On weekends, his fam-
ily looked forward to him 
coming in with the chich-
arrónes and carnitas. He 
also enjoyed going out for 
ice cream with his family. 
This was one of his favor-
ite activities on Sundays. 
In the mornings he always 
looked forward to his chile 

rellenos that his daughter 
Rafa would make him for 
breakfast.

When he was at his home 
in Mexico, he enjoyed get-
ting up every morning to 
get on his donkey and go 
bring his cows down from 
the Cerro Grande and 
he’d spend the whole day 
feeding them. He worked 
in agriculture all his life 
and traveled alongside 
his brother Carmelo; they 
both came to follow the 
“American Dream”.

He enjoyed sharing all 
the stories of his life with 
family and friends. This, as 

you know, could mean that 
you heard the same story 
over and over again, but it 
would make you smile ev-
ery time you heard it.

He instilled a good work 
ethic by taking his chil-
dren and eventually his 
grandchildren to work in 
agriculture and passed 
on the good work ethic to 
the generations that came 
after him. He worked 
alongside his children and 
grandchildren with such 
pride and passion.

Jose was a great hus-
band, father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather, he 
will always be loved, and 
his memory will live on 
in the hearts of his loved 
ones.

•Rosary: Monday, Nov. 
6, 2023, at 7 p.m. 

•Funeral Service: Tues-
day, Nov. 7, 2023, at 12 
p.m. 

•Services at: Saint 
Francis Jerome Church, 
Center CO, 81125. Burial 
to follow at The Assembly 
of God Cemetery in La 
Garita, Colo.

Jose Villagomez Moreno

Toby Henry O’Caña 
passed away peacefully 
in his home on Oct. 19th, 
2023, at the age of 82 with 
his beloved wife Barbara 
by his side.

Toby was born on June 
19, 1941, in Los Valdeses, 
Colo., to Alonso and Sadie 
O’Caña. After graduating 
from Center High School 
in 1960, he married Bar-
bara and joined the United 
States Marine Corp. He 
was stationed at Camp 
Pendleton, Calif., where he 
served his country proudly 
until 1965.

He and Barbara were 
happily married for 63 
years and had 5 children 
together. They lived in 
California until he left 
the military and then re-
turned to Colorado to raise 

their family. In 1984, they 
moved to Brighton, Colo., 
and resided there until the 
time of his death.

Toby worked at the 
United States Mint for 30 
years before retiring to 
pursue his other interests. 
Toby was a hardworking 
man who loved his family, 
working on cars, fishing 
and horses. He also had a 
passion for weightlifting 
and was a lifelong fan of 
the Green Bay Packers! 
He was a wonderful son, 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther and great grandfather 
who will be forever missed. 

Toby was preceded in 
death by his son Bill and 
his parents Alonso and Sa-
die.

He is survived by his wife 
Barbara; his children Joey 

(Mary), Yvonne, Shelley 
and Toby (Kristie). He will 
be greatly missed by his 
seven grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren.

A celebration of Life for 
Toby will be on Sunday, 
Nov. 5, 2023, at the Elks 
Lodge in Brighton from 
Noon to 5 p.m. located at 
101 North Main St. Brigh-
ton, CO 80601.

Condolences may also 
be sent via email to his 
daughter at YvonneMO-
Cana@gmail.com.

Toby Henry O’Caña
June 19, 1941-Oct. 19, 2023

Delano Morales was born on Oct. 13, to Laticia 
Martinez of La Jara, and Miguel Morales of Alamo-
sa. At birth, Delano weighed 6 pounds, 12 ounces.

Paternal grandparent is Cristina Miranda of Los 
Angeles, Calif. Maternal grandparent is Tiger Marti-
nez of La Jara.

Delano was born at SLV Health in Alamosa.

Delano Morales

By SAN JUAN 
NORDIC CLUB

MONTE VISTA — The 
San Juan Nordic Club 
(SJNC) will host the An-
nual Social from 4 to 7 p.m. 
on Nov. 5 at the Pivot Pub-
lic House in Monte Vista. 

The SJNC will provide 
the appetizers, and a 
cash bar will be available. 
Come out and meet new 
and old friends at our 
kickoff party to a fabulous 
winter. Support Monte 
Vista’s newest business 
at 201 Jefferson St. 

The SJNC is hosting 
the Backcountry Film 
Festival from 6 to 10 p.m. 
on Nov. 15, at the Vali 3 
Theater in Monte Vista. 
Tickets are $15 for San 
Juan Nordic Club Mem-
bers and $20 for non-
members. 

You’ll have the option 
to go to our membership 
page and purchase-renew 
your membership when 
you purchase your film 
festival tickets. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. The show 
starts at 6:30 p.m.

According to the Winter 
Wildlands Alliance, “We 
believe in the power of 
humans and their spirit. 
Our mission is to mani-
fest that power in com-
munities and to inspire 
and activate through sto-
ries of activists, adven-
turers, and the outdoors.

“The Backcountry Film 

Courtesy phto

As part of the Backcountry Film Festival, ‘Bloom,’ a 
short film by Kyle Hilken will be shown. In the film, Si-
erra Schlag navigates the world after losing her father 
on 9/11, exploring her grief and identity as a Japanese-
American while also finding herself under the cloak of 
depression. While she navigates these complexities, 
Sierra finds a way to connect with her dad and heal 
through skiing.

San Juan Nordic Club 
gears up for winter 
fun and film festival

Festival is a year-round, 
community program pre-
sented by the alliance 
that celebrates human-
powered, backcountry-
inspired stories rooted in 
wild snowscapes, stew-
ardship, and stoke.”

The film festival will be 
screening a collage of short 
documentaries and ski 
movies about the pursuit 
of objectives and ideals in 

the mountains, artistic vi-
sion, friendship, and how 
the snow sports communi-
ty is adapting to a chang-
ing environment. The total 
runtime for our 2023-24 
season is 120 minutes.

SJNC Annual Ski and 
Outdoor Gear Swap is 
on Dec. 2 — Stay tuned 
for details. Or bring that 
gear you’d like to donate 
to the Social.

By RIO GRANDE 
NATIONAL FOREST
DEL NORTE — The 

Rio Grande National 
Forest will conduct pub-
lic meetings in the San 
Luis Valley in advance of 
launching its forest-wide 
Over-snow Travel Man-
agement Planning Proj-
ect.

Forest staff will pres-
ent the first draft of the 
winter Recreation Oppor-
tunity Spectrum maps for 
the public to review. The 
maps depict both the cur-
rent and suitable over-
snow motorized travel 
uses on the land.

The public is invited to 

provide their thoughts 
and recommendations on 
winter travel opportuni-
ties shown on the draft 
Recreation Opportunity 
Spectrum Maps, which 
will serve to establish a 
baseline for the upcom-
ing planning process. 
Meeting dates, times, 
and locations in the Val-
ley are:

• Saguache on Thurs-
day, Nov. 9, 5:30-7 p.m., 
Saguache County Road & 
Bridge Building, 305 3rd 
St.

• Del Norte on Monday, 
Nov. 13, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
(open house style), Rio 
Grande National Forest 

Headquarters, 1055 9th 
St.

• Antonito on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, 5:30-7 p.m., Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Par-
ish Hall, 6633 CO Rd. 
113.

Courier photo by John Waters

The Rio Grande National Forest will hold public meetings as part of the planning pro-
cess for over-snow travel. In this recent photo taken from Forest Service Road 946 
near Crestone, snow was covering many parts of local trails above 9,000-feet. 

Over-snow travel 
management plan
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS November
SUNDAY • 5 MONDAY • 6 TUESDAY • 7 WEDNESDAY • 8 THURSDAY • 9 FRIDAY • 10 SATURDAY • 11

Zacheis Planetarium 

Free Movies: 5:30 p.m.

Dream to Fly and

Ice Worlds

Zacheis Planetarium 

Free Movies: 5:30 p.m. 

Saturn: Jewel of the 

Heavens and Lucy’s

Cradle: The Birth of 

Wonder

Faculty Lecture: The 

Mentoring Program with 

Lessons Learned Michele 

Mann, Ph.D. & Curtis 

Garcia, Ph.D. 6 p.m.

McDaniel Hall 101 Free

RMACSM Faculty 

Lecture: The Birds and 

Bees of Vascular Adapta-

tions to Exercise in Older 

Adults Kerrie Moreau, 

Ph.D. 6 p.m. Richardson 

Hall Auditorium

Kindred Spirits: Story 

of Sergeant Benavidez 

Medal of Honor

Recipient 12 p.m. SUB 

Banquet Rooms

Artist Lecture: Robin 

Stanaway 5 p.m. Art 

Building Room 227 Free

Artist Reception: Light 

and Glass & Upcycle: 

a Play on Light 5 p.m. 

until 7 p.m. Visual Art 

Building

Volleyball vs Regis 

University 7 p.m. Plachy 

Hall

Football vs Western 

Colorado University 

Spud Bowl 1 p.m. Rex 

Stadium

W Volleyball vs

University of Colorado 

at Colorado Springs

5 p.m. Plachy HallNovember 10 Through November 2

Cloyde Snook Gallery: Light and Glass - in the spirit of Taos Alchemy 

Robin Stanaway

Hatfield Gallery: Upcycle: a Play on Light Mary Hoffman

Gallery Hours: 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday

www.adams.edu

dent and chairman of 
the board whose mem-
bers will include Ruthie 
Brown, Jane Allen, Joelle 
Boos, Horacio Naranjo, 
and Larry Zaragoza.

“Peyton has a legacy of 
helping others and that’s 
the whole idea of the foun-
dation,” says Gordon Bosa, 
former judge and Alamosa 
attorney who is donating 
his services in forming the 
non-profit. “We’re going to 
try charitable fundraising 
and then help people who 
need help, whether it’s a 
life-threatening illness 
or a serious disability. 
That’s the whole idea. It 
was Peyton’s idea and his 
brainchild and we’re just 
trying to honor it.”

Over the course of his 
life thus far, 17-year-old 
Peyton Sanchez has be-
come well known in Ala-
mosa for his fundraisers, 
most notably a lemonade 
stand where a donation of 
any size gets a free glass 
of lemonade. Other kids 
have held fundraisers to 
contribute, as well. 

He has been at it “his 
whole life,” he says, and 
he has been highly effec-
tive in raising thousands 
of dollars over the years. 
His first cause was Chil-
dren’s Hospital, where 
he has spent so much of 
his life. Other causes fol-
lowed, including, among 
others, the Make-A-Wish 
Colorado, the Cancer Re-
lief Fund, Kolton’s He-
roes, the Pet Shelter plus 
a long list of individuals 
experiencing different 
challenges in their lives. 

He also funds the Pey-
ton Sanchez Scholarship 
which is awarded to an 
Alamosa High School 
graduating senior each 
year who embodies those 
qualities of kindness and 

Courtesy Sheila Sanchez

Sanchez family’s 2023 photo. (Left to right) Charlie San-
chez, Peyton Sanchez, brother Landon Sanchez and 
Sheila Sanchez.

after the tumor was dis-
covered, he was enrolled 
in clinical trials taking 
place in Houston, which 
meant traveling every 
four weeks at the family’s 
expense to receive medi-
cation that, it was hoped, 
would shrink the tumors. 

To cover the cost of 
travel, Sheila and Char-
lie, Peyton’s father, sold 
their pick-up truck and 
then took turns making 
the arduous journey with 
Peyton once a month. 

“After 2 years, the drug 
was no longer working for 
Peyton and disease pro-
gression forced us to stop 
the trial. It became FDA 
[Food and Drug Adminis-
tration] approved a short 
time later and is now 
helping many patients 
with NF worldwide. We 
were saddened to know 
it didn’t keep working 
for Peyton, but happy we 
were able to participate 
in helping it win FDA ap-
proval and save the lives 
of many with NF.”

Since 2017, Peyton’s 
disease has continued to 
progress. In the spring 
of 2018, he took his last 
steps. The tumor on his 
brainstem has also robbed 
him of the ability to talk. 
Essentially, he’s trapped 
in a body that does not 

work, but his mind is fully 
functioning. 

“Doctors once told us it 
is a cruel and relentless 
journey,” Sanchez says, 
“and they have been abso-
lutely right.”

Everyday things are 
much harder now than 
just a few short months 
ago. He struggles to 
breathe. His energy level 
has made it impossible to 
go to school, and he tires 
very quickly. He got a 
feeding tube put in earlier 
this year. Chewing and 
swallowing food and wa-
ter is now dangerous due 
to the risk of choking.

Yet, like always, Peyton 
continues to keep his focus 
on others, something that, 
Sanchez believes, speaks 
of the intrinsic spiritual-
ity at the core of who he 
is. “He’s really been strug-
gling a lot lately and, just 
the other night, we were 
saying our special prayers 
for others, and I asked 
Peyton, do you want me 
to say a special prayer for 
you tonight? And Peyton 
said, why? I have God.”

Peyton, who is on a re-
cliner nearby with his dog, 
Copper, at his feet, hears 
his mother tell the story. 
In response, he lifts his 
hand and makes a thumbs 
up sign.

service to others that he 
values so deeply. 

“He’s always been this 
way,” says Sheila San-
chez, Peyton’s mother. “In 
the second grade, one of 
the boys in his class told 
him the lunches Peyton 
brought to school looked 
really good. So, for that 
entire year, Peyton packed 
a lunch for his friend, Is-
rael, every morning. He’s 
always been aware of oth-
er people and their needs, 
whether it was a kid, a 
bus driver, a teacher…
he would always check in 
with them.”

Such a commitment to 
others is remarkable in 
any 17-year-old, but it is 
truly exceptional in the 
case of Peyton Sanchez 
whose heart and spirit are 
focused on the well-being 
of others even as he fac-
es almost unimaginable 
challenges in his own life.

When he was just six 
months old, Peyton was 
diagnosed with neurofi-
bromatosis (NF), a dis-
ease that causes tumors to 
grow on nerves through-
out the body.

By the time Peyton was 
four years old, it was dis-
covered he had tumors on 
his optic nerves. Doctors 
began chemotherapy to 
try to save his vision, but 
treatment was unsuccess-
ful, and his vision contin-
ued to deteriorate. 

“He began learning to 
read and write in Braille 
while in preschool,” San-
chez says. “Then, in 2015 
we were dealt our biggest 
blow when a large, infil-
trative tumor was discov-
ered on Peyton’s brain-
stem.”

The brainstem connects 
a person’s brain to their 
spinal cord and controls 
major bodily functions like 
breathing, moving, speak-
ing, swallowing and a per-
son’s senses like hearing. 

For the next two years 

and Kansas.
Shaun Allred leads the 

Redlund team as owner 
and president. Allred is 
a farming and ag equip-
ment industry veteran, 
growing up on a dairy 
farm and spending his 
entire career in the ag 
equipment industry. 
Allred is building an in-
credible team to ensure 
continuous support and 
sales excellence for Red-
lund customers.

“Redlund does busi-
ness different. We take 
the time to get to know 
our customers, their op-
erations, and fully un-
derstand their farming 
needs. This means our 
farmers are our part-
ners; their success is our 
success. Our mission at 
Redlund Equipment is to 
provide the very best in 
customer uptime, doing 
everything we can to keep 
their operation running 

all while building long-
term relationships. By 
acquiring Sorum Tractor 
Co, we are able to expand 
our offering in the San 
Luis Valley by providing 
the full AGCO product 
line, supported by a dedi-
cated parts department 
and knowledgeable tech-
nicians,” Allred said. 

Redlund Equipment op-
erates as an independent 
AGCO dealership group 
providing customers full 
access to Fendt, Massey 
Ferguson, RoGator, Ter-
raGator, Sunflower, 
Gleaner, Lemken, Great 
Plains, Staheli West, 
Darf, Bush Hog and many 
more lines of products, 
parts and services.

A full-service ag equip-
ment provider, Redlund’s 
product lineup in the San 
Luis Valley will expand 
those previously offered 
by Sorum Implement, 
including the Fendt full 
line of industry-leading 
and award-winning prod-
ucts, technologies and 
services.

ley.”
According to Rawinski, 

the origin of the breeding 
pair is unknown, “they 
could have come from the 
south, down into New Mex-
ico, and maybe followed the 
river up. They also could 
have come from Southwest 
Colorado. Those are our 
nearest breeding popula-
tions. I’m not sure I have 
an answer. It remains a 
mystery as to where they 
ended up where they did. It 
is very, very, exciting news 
because we’re going to have 
to monitor this and see 
what happens next.”

The eagles have depart-
ed the nest for the season.

Ospreys nested for the 
first time in the Valley two 
years ago in Rio Grande 
County said Rawinski.

The bald eagle was ad-
opted as the national sym-
bol of the United States in 
1782.

At the time, there were 
an estimated 100,000 nest-
ing eagles.

Due to the use of the pes-
ticide DDT, by the early 

1960’s the bald eagle al-
most became extinct in the 
lower 48 states. After the 
use of the chemical was 
banned, eagles have re-
covered dramatically. The 
use of the pesticide caused 
super-thin bald eagle eggs 
that rarely hatched. As a 
result, eagle populations 
plummeted with an es-
timated 417 nests in the 
lower 48 states.

In 1940, noting that the 
species was “threatened 
with extinction,” Congress 
passed the Bald Eagle Pro-
tection Act, which prohib-
ited killing, selling, or pos-
sessing the species.

As the dangers of DDT 
became known, in large 
part due to the 1962 pub-
lication of Rachel Carson’s 
book “Silent Spring,” pro-
tections for the eagle be-
gan. In 1967, the Secretary 
of Interior listed bald ea-
gles south of the 40th par-
allel under the Endangered 
Species Preservation Act of 
1966. In July 1995, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) announced that 
bald eagles in the lower 48 
states had recovered to the 
point where those popula-
tions previously considered 

endangered could be re-
classified to the less critical 
category of threatened.

In 2021, the USFWS 
published a report that 
provided the newest esti-
mates for the bald eagle 
population in the lower 48 
states for 2018-2019, total-
ing 316,700 individuals, 
including 71,467 breeding 
pairs. When these num-
bers are updated, the two 
juvenile eagles along the 
Rio Grande River can be 
included in those numbers 
and the recovery of the bald 
eagles.

According to the non-
profit group, Defenders of 
Wildlife, “Under the En-
dangered Species Act, the 
bald eagle’s recovery was 
made possible through 
captive-breeding programs, 
reintroduction efforts, vig-
orous law enforcement and 
habitat protection — in-
cluding the designation of 
national wildlife refuges 
and the protection of nest 
sites during the breeding 
season.”

Suzanne Beauchaine, 
Alamosa and Monte Vista 
NWR Refuge Manager, told 
the Valley Courier, “Our 
mission first and foremost 

is to protect and restore fish 
and wildlife populations 
across the country. We pro-
vide a network of land and 
waters primarily for migra-
tory birds, but also for resi-
dent wildlife and to provide 
wildlife habitat. We pro-
vide wildlife observation 
to the public, photography, 
environmental education, 
hunting, fishing, and wild-
life interpretation.”

The wildlife refuges in 
the Valley are great places 
to view bald eagles with 
an estimated population 
of 200-300 eagles residing 
here in the winter.

Alamosa photographer, 
Evert Brown who has cap-
tured photos of the eagles 
said he is optimistic the 
birds will return to the nest 
in January. Brown par-
ticipates in citizen science 
with the Bald Eagle Watch 
program which is part of 
the Bird Conservancy of 
the Rockies. 

Beauchaine is also posi-
tive regarding the young 
eagles adding, “They 
fledged in mid-July, once 
they fledge, there are not a 
lot of predators, they prob-
ably have a high success 
rate of surviving.”

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — Col-

orado Municipal League 
Executive Director Kevin 
Bommer stopped at City 
Hall in Monte Vista on 
Tuesday, Oct. 24, to pro-
mote the organization’s 
100th birthday apprecia-
tion tour.

“We are going to every 
municipality in the state 
of Colorado that’s a mem-
ber of CML which is every 
municipality in the state of 
Colorado all 270 this year,” 
he said. “We are just stop-
ping off and saying thanks 
for being CML members 
and sharing in our cel-
ebration with us. We’ve 
had events throughout the 
year. We kicked it off at our 
conference last year, but it 
was really important to us 
to make sure our members 
know that we appreciate 
them. There wouldn’t be 
a league without munici-
palities being members of 
CML and so that’s why I’m 
here.”

Bommer took a picture 
in front of City Hall with 
Chief of Police George 
Dingfelder, Monte Vista 
Mayor Dale Becker, Coun-
cilmember Martha Lock, 
City Clerk Unita Vance, 
Recreation Director Dervin 
Taylor, and other city em-
ployees and law enforce-
ment officers. Mayor Beck-
er held up a sign in honor 
of the 100-year celebration. 

Colorado Municipal 

Lague is a nonprofit non-
partisan organization. The 
organization was estab-
lished in 1923. The orga-
nization represents 270 
towns and cities in Colo-
rado. The CML provides 
resources and assistance to 
governments, helping them 
manage services in cities 
and towns all over Colo-
rado. CML’s mission is to 
empower cities and towns. 

Bommer was appointed 
Executive Director in April 
2019 but was hired by CML 
in October 1999.

Before Bommer was the 
Executive Director of CML, 
he was the Deputy Director 
for CML for almost 7 years. 
Bommer was the overseer 
of Colorado’s Advocacy 
Program. He created and 
implemented CML’s devel-
opment and enactment. 

CML holds an annual 
conference and draws well 
over 1,200 leaders from 
throughout the state. At 
the conference, leaders 
network and share in-
formation about growth, 
development, legislation, 
accomplishments, and poli-
cies, and the ways in which 
they affect and impact dif-
ferent municipalities. Next 
year’s conference will take 
place June 18-22 in Love-
land. 

For more information on 
CML, the 100-birthday ap-
preciation celebration or 
Bommer, visit the website 
at cml.org.

Courtesy photo

Colorado Municipal League Executive Director Kevin Bom-
mer, center, stopped at City Hall in Monte Vista on Tuesday, 
Oct. 24, to promote the organization’s 100th birthday ap-
preciation tour. He posed for a photo with city staff.

Bommer of the Colorado 
Municipal League stops 

at City Hall in Monte Vista
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Movin’ On 
with Nellie

Nelda Curtiss

LETTERS

To submit news, email:
news@alamosanews.com

To submit sports, email:
 khamrick@alamosanews.com

I want a hat 
like Superman’s 
press hat; not 
just a hat in felt 
called Fedora, 
nor a Stetson 
Panama Gam-
bler, or Biltmore 
Homburg, nor a 
vintage Dobb’s 
cross-country — 
all hats invento-
ried on the Net.

I don’t want to 
be mistaken for 
Ernest Hemingway on his fluid ride but 
I want a pocket in the ribbon just for a 
breaking-news press pass.

I  want my own hat, not unlike the 
Rose hat, the hat that Stephen King 
conjured nor cloche hat that Joyce Car-
ol Oates draws characters from.

I want a mystical hat like Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez fingers as he writes 
about feathery, weatherly wings  on an 
old man found in crushed chicken coops.

I want a hat like 1955 Clark Kent’s 
press hat; like his photographer Jimmy 
wore in weekly serials “The Adventures 
of Superman.” I want a Press Hat that 
won’t be mistaken for a Flapper’s hat, 
or for Bonnie and Clyde’s Texas joy ride 
or  mixed up with a Colorado Rockies 
hat.

Perhaps a hat like Captain Sisko’s 
hat in the retro episode of “Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine.” Episode Far Beyond 
the Stars. He donned his press attitude 
in Black demarcation of 1940’s New 
York City. I want a hat like Lois Lane 
wouldn’t wear even though she report-
ed for the Daily Planet.

I want a hat that’s not a press cap, or 
a retitled baseball cap of the 90’s. I want 
a hat that doesn’t wreak of Houston As-
tros or defunct planets; but I want a 
real journalist’s hat, a press pass in the 
pocket, Associated Press wearing style 
in hat gear.

I want a Press Hat while I wear a 20’s 
bucket of wool hat. I want a sly glance, 
a ‘go-unnoticed” look, so I can investi-
gate, ultimately relate the news that 
sells the ads.

I want a hat like the one Zora Neale 
Hurston put on when she dug deep into 
anthropological pasts and wrote “Their 
Eyes Were Watching God.” I want a 
hat that lets me see even when the sun 
burns  flares from its corona.

I want a hat that doesn’t smoke cigars 
or waste stories on nameless fears and 
Panama rags but curls up with that 
swinging jazz that Lena Horne sang 
with her throated musicians who bound 
emotion with music: pianos, guitars, 
banjos and drums with horns.

I want a hat like George Eliot wore 
night after-night, story-after-story, un-
dressing without her real name in cour-
age and tenacity.

I want a hat like Maggie Tulliver, 
written into the river  and into women 
writers’ screams and dreams.

I want a hat like Superman’s press 
hat, a  hat bent toward justice, free-
dom, the American Way.  It’s a hat 
fully scored, tattered with obituaries, 
features and melodramas of county and 
city fervor when one, then a whole  soci-
ety of women gushed from beneath the 
iron  waters to claim monstrous tuition 
and fairness. 

I do want THAT hat — a hat like Su-
perman’s press hat.

Nelda Curtiss is a retired college ed-
ucator and long-time local columnist. 
Reach her at columnsbynellie.com or 
email her at columnsbynellie@gmail.
com.

Editor,
The holiday season is almost upon us, 

reminding us of the needs of all the food 
banks in the valley. At Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, our local food banks all 
experience increased demand as fami-
lies strive to provide their families with 
holiday fare. 

At the Del Norte Food Bank which 
serves both Del Norte and South Fork, 
we try to provide everything a house-
hold would need to make a delicious 
holiday meal in addition to food staples 
such as breakfast cereal, rice, pasta, etc. 
Especially needed this year are turkeys/
turkey breasts and whole or half hams. 
We can be contacted by telephone at 
719-850-2643, and monetary donations 

may be sent to Del Norte Food Bank, 
PO Box 72, Del Norte, CO 81132.  

The needs of all the food banks tend 
to be similar, and we ask that all items 
be unopened and not expired. We would 
suggest that you donate to your local 
food bank. Thank you all for your gener-
ous donations which will be a huge help 
for many families in our communities. 

For more information, please contact 
your local food bank.

• Center: 719-496-1653
• Creede: 719-658-2416
• Del Norte: 719-850-2643  
• Monte Vista: 719-655-2537
Becky Hand
Del Norte Emergency Food Bank Di-

rector

Editor,
Have you seen the Vote411.org signs 

posted around the San Luis Valley? Visit 
the Vote411.org website to find a one-
stop-shop for nonpartisan, election-relat-
ed information.

Learn about the statewide proposi-
tions as well as municipal and school 
board candidates, in their own words.

Election information is tailored to 
your address, so try it out. Need to reg-
ister to vote, or check your voter regis-
tration? Find voter registration informa-
tion at Vote411.org too. Another voter 
registration resource is the Colorado Sec-
retary of State website, GoVoteColorado.

com.
Vote411.org is sponsored by the League 

of Women Voters Education Fund and 
provides nonpartisan information. You 
can also visit the local San Luis Valley 
League of Women Voters on Facebook 
(lwvslv). We promote democracy in ac-
tion, as evidenced by our sponsorship of 
educational programs, distribution of vot-
er registration information, and by host-
ing candidate and ballot issues forums. 

All are welcome to join our efforts. Mes-
sage us today.

Marianna Young
Chair, San Luis Valley League of Wom-

en Voters

I want a 
hat like 

Superman’s 
press hat

Think of donating to Valley food banks 
during Thanksgiving, Christmas

Visit Vote411.org for nonpartisan 
election information

New poll exposes flaw in Trump opponents’ plan
The headline from a new Des Moines 

Register-NBC News poll of Iowa is that for-
mer President Donald Trump still has a big 
lead in the Republican race. Among those 
likely to take part in the Iowa caucuses, 
Trump is at 43%, with Ron DeSantis and 
Nikki Haley tied for second place, at 16%. 
So, Trump has a 27-point lead, which is ac-
tually bigger than his lead in the last Des 
Moines Register poll in August.

A lot of news reports are emphasizing 
Haley’s rise in the poll. Back in August, 
her support was at 6%, and DeSantis’ was 
at 19%. Now, she has shot up 10 points to 
16%, while DeSantis has slipped 3 points 
to 16. So while they are in the same spot 
at the moment, it appears she is on the 
way up and he is on the way down.

But there’s bigger news than any of 
that in the poll. It concerns the depth of 
Trump’s strength. 

You’ve often heard Trump opponents 
say they want to see the GOP field nar-
rowed down as quickly as possible. That 
way, the thinking goes, the support from 
all the Trump opponents could come to-
gether behind one candidate to challenge 
Trump one-on-one. Look at Trump now, 

they say, with 43% support, versus every-
body else with a combined 57%. Just get 
the rest of the field together behind one 
candidate, and Trump can be defeated.

The new poll shows it’s not going to 
be that easy. The Des Moines Register 
not only asked voters which candidate 
they supported but also which candidate 
would be their second choice if their first 
choice were no longer in the race. So, they 
asked people who now support DeSan-
tis: Who’s your second choice? And they 
found out that 41% of current DeSantis 
supporters, if DeSantis were to leave the 
race, would switch to Trump. Just 27% of 
them say they would switch to Haley.

So, if DeSantis were to drop out today, 
it appears the largest part of his support 
would go to Trump, and not to the mythi-
cal unity anti-Trump candidate.

For Haley, the numbers are different. 
Just 12% of those who support her today 
say they would go to Trump if she were 
to leave the race. But the bottom line 
is, there’s a flaw with the let’s-all-unite-
behind-one-anti-Trump-candidate strat-
egy. In real life, some of each candidate’s 
supporters would go to Trump if their fa-

vored candidate were to leave — and that 
makes Trump harder, not easier, to beat.

Haley appears to be attracting vot-
ers who really don’t like Trump. “To my 
mind, she’s done the best job of differen-
tiating that she is the non-Trump candi-
date,” Des Moines Register pollster Ann 
Selzer said. For example, about 1 in 5 
respondents in the Iowa poll call them-
selves independents. Back in August, 
Haley won the support of just 10% of 
them. Now, her support among indepen-
dents is 22%. That’s a big move, although 
Trump’s support among independents is 
still significantly higher, at 33%. 

What’s more, Haley’s voters aren’t re-
ally locked in for her. Forty-seven per-
cent of Trump supporters say they are 
“extremely enthusiastic” about voting 
for the former president. For DeSantis, 
the number is 25%. For Haley, it’s 19%. 
“That may be a sign that although Haley 
is the only candidate seeing substantial 
upward momentum in this poll, Selzer 
said, the ground underneath her could be 
‘a little shaky,’” the Des Moines Register 
reported.

Haley’s progress has been substantial. 
There will undoubtedly be more voices 
calling for the other candidates to drop 
out and allow Haley to challenge Trump 
one-on-one. But the new poll shows that 
is a risky proposition.

This content originally appeared on the 
Washington Examiner at washington-
examiner.com/opinion/new-poll-exposes-
flaw-in-trump-opponents-plan.

Byron York is chief political correspon-
dent for The Washington Examiner.
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Bible Digest

On Religion

Terry Mattingly

All-Denominativonal
Emmanuel Chapel - Independent Bible Church
0432 Hwy 149, South Fork
719-873-5411
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Worship, 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service, 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Night Bible Study, 7:00 p.m.
Church of the Living God
11611 2nd Avenue, Hooper
719-378-2080
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Book of Acts Study
 Monday, 7 p.m. - Youth
 Thursday, 7 p.m - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Christian Center
305 S. Broadway (3rd & Broadway), Monte Vista
719-852-6168
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Prayer House Church
410 Main Street, La Jara
Pastor Jaime Flores - 719-298-0007
 Sunday Morning Service, 10:30 am
 Wednesday Family Ministry, 6:30 pm
 Friday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm
Sargent Community Church
6967 N. County Rd. 2 E., Monte Vista (across from 

Sargent School)
Pastor Stephen Burns • 719-852-2980
 Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Back Row Church - Church Community
In the Alamosa Presbyterian Church Building
Alamosa
www.backrowchurch.com
Kim Nipple • 303-532-9342
 Worship Service - Wednesday Evening at 5:00 pm
Apostolic
Alamosa Apostolic Churcg
510 Fist St., Alamosa
 Meets Sundays 1-2 p.m.
 2-3 p.m. - Lunch
 3-5 p.m. - Worship Service
Antonito  Apostolic Church
710 Main St., Antonito
 Meets sundays
 11-12 p.m. - Sunday School
 12-1 p.m. - Worship service
Apostolic Pentecostal
Church of Champions, Acts 2:38
9056 Hwy 285 South, Alamosa - 719-587-3351
Dan Dawning Pastor, 719-588-7307
 Sunday, 1:00 p.m. - Service
Assembly of God
River of Life Church
2602 Clark Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Service
Center Assembly of God
7th & Miles • P.O. Box 507, Center, CO 81125
 Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:30 a.m.
 Wednesday Worship, 7:00 p.m.
Assembly of God
Sons And Daughters Of God Ministry
677 Madison Street, Monte Vista
Pastor Leonard Sandoval, 719-849-0212
 Sunday 10.00 a.m Service
 Wednesday 7.00 p.m Prayer
New Life Fellowship
520 7th St., Del Norte, 81132
719-657-3360
 Adult Sunday School - 9:00
 Services - 10:00
Baha’i Faith
 meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m on Zoom.
 Email hartline@gojade.org for a Zoom invite
Baptist
Grace Community Baptist Church
431 Lincoln Ave, Monte Vista
Rev. Bill Walstrom, 719-937-1451
 Worship: 9:30; Sunday School: 11:00 am
 Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 pm
Living Water Bible Fellowship
2910 Clark Street, Alamosa
719-589-6351
 Sunday, 9:00 & 10:45 am Worship Services**
 Sunday, 10:45 am Children’s Ministry (PreK-5th grade)
 Sunday, 10:45 am  Teen Bible Study (6th-12th grade)
 Tuesday 7:00 pm Young Adults/College Group
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Bible Quizzing (1st-6th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Reign Youth Group (6th-12th grade)
 Wednesday 6:30 pm Adult Bible Study**
 Saturday 5:00 pm Worship Service**
 Small Groups meets throughout week, please call for info
 ** Nursery is available (6wks-preK)
College Heights Baptist Church 
Pastor Anthony Bowden
2045 Church Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m. - Sunday 

School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Morning Worship
San Luis Valley Baptist Church
930 State Avenue, Alamosa
719-589-5938
Pastor R.L. McDonald
 Wednesday 7 p.m. - Worship 
 Saturday, 2 p.m.
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 6 p.m. - Evening Worship
      Spanish Ministry- Iglesia Bautista Rehobot
 Pastor Sal Garcia, 589-3020
Calvary Bible Chapel
7160 Brush Lane, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Worship
 Sunday, 10:20 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Ministry of the Word
          Small group studies meet during the week.
Calvary Blanca
Pastor Mathew Leonard - 719-379-3317
 Sunday, 9:30 am - Bile Study
 Sunday, 11:00 am - Service
 Wednesday, 6:30pm - Community Get to Know 

You
Calvary Baptist Church
2160 Sherman Ave,  Monte Vista
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Worship
 Tuesday, 6 p.m. - C.L.A.Y. Youth
 Thursday, 6:30 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study
South Fork Baptist Church
0130 Four Seasons Dr.(Old Chizum Bldg), South 

Fork
(East side near laundromat & car wash)
 Sunday Scool, 9:30am
 Sunday, 10:30am - Worship
For more information - Pastor Paul Moon - 719-

496-7702
United Presbyterian Church of Antonito
P.O. Box 665, Antonito
	 Office	Hrs.		Tues,	9:00am	-12:00

 Sunday -9:45am - Sunday School    
   10:45am - Service 
Catholic
Sacred Heart Church
715 4th Street, Alamosa
 Saturday, 4:00 p.m. - Mass
  Saturday, 6:00 p.m. -  Spanish Mass
 Sunday, 8 a.m. - Mass
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Mass
Hooper Church
3rd and Adams, Hooper
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Morning Worship
Meditation, Kriya
Mountain Institute
Alamosa - (575)758-5876 
United Church of La Jara
522 Walnut, La Jara
719-274-5250
Terry Buckman, Pastor
Cell Phone: 339-8444
Office	Hours:				Mon.	9:00	am	-	12:00
 Sunday 9:00 am - Contemporary
 Coffee Fellowship 10:00 am
Christian Science Services
 400 Ross Avenue, Society Hall,  Alamosa
 Services - Sundays at 10:00 p.m.
 The second Wednesday of each 4 p.m.
 Thanksgiving Day 10 a.m.
Pioneer United Church in Del Norte, Colorado
A Congregation of Evangelical Covenant Order 

Presbyterians
 630 Spruce St. (1.5 blocks south of Hwy. 

160)
 Adult Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. Sunday
 Coffee Fellowship – 10:30 a.m. Sunday
 Worship Service – 11:00 a.m. Sunday
Church of the South Fork
0116 Landen Dr., South Fork, Co, 81154
 Sunday are at 9 am - Services
 School Room.  Choir is held on Wednesday 

 at 6pm during the summer  months  
	 with	a	final	practice	at	8:15am	on	
Sunday 

Christian
Bethel Christian Church
Pastor Erik Lira
 Worship Service Sunday 3:00 p.m.
 Bible Study Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Bilingual Services
 Monday Free Music Classes
 Instrumental Classes 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
 Voice & Bass Guitar 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Word of Faith Christian Center
401 Sante Fe, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m.
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
 Friday, 6:00 p.m. M.O.S.H. Youth Night
The Peak Community Church
510 San Juan, Alamosa
 Sundays, 6 p.m. - Fellowship
 Sundays, 7 p.m. - Worship & More
Pentecostal
Alamosa Pentacostal Church
184 East 2nd St., Alamosa - 719-589-0475
Pastor Carl Sutter
 Bible Studt Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
 Sunday School Sunday 1:00-1:45
 Worship 2:00-3:00
Christian Fellowship Church
The Door
1300 West 12th St., Alamosa
Pastor Martin Montoya • 719-587-6197
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship 

 Sunday, 6:30 p.m. - Victory Service 
 Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. - Revival 

Christian Independent
Alamosa Christian Church
410 McQuerry, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. - Family Night & 

Youth   Group
Christian Reformed
Alamosa Christian Reformed, 719-589-3493
1861 Rd 10 S., Alamosa
Pastor Philip VanderWindt
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Worship
Churches of Christ
Alamosa Church of Christ
408 Victoria Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Classes
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
 Healing Hearts, a Bible-based 12 step   

group meets, every Friday at 7 p.m.
South Fork Chuch of Christ
205 Birch St, South Fork, 719-873-1259
Nathan Wheeler Pastor
 Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.
 Sunday Worship, 10:00 a.m.
Central Church of Christ
200 Franklin Street, Monte Vista, 719-852-3811
David L. Baker  Preacher
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Class
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. - Worship
 Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Bible Study
San Luis Valley Church of Christ
704 Del Sol, Alamosa, 719-589-2114
 Sunday Bible Study 9 am
 Sunday Worship 10 am
 Wednesday Bible Study 6 pm
Cornerstone Community Church
Hwy. 160 Del Norte next to Rio Grande Medical 

Clinic
   Pastor Mark 719-657-9107
 Sunday 9:50 a.m. free breakfast
 Sunday 10:20 a.m. Contemporary  

      Worship & Children Sunday 
School

    Wednesday 5:15 p.m. Dinner, music, fellowship, 
teachings

Episcopal
Saint Thomas Episcopal Church
607 4th Street, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 9 a.m. - Service
Saint Stephen the Martyr
729 3rd Avenue, Monte Vista
Sunday, 10 am Service 
First Christian Church
518 First St. (First & State) Alamosa
589-6805 
 Sunday, 9:15 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:00 a.m. - Church Service
 Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Bible Study
Valley Fellowship
240 East 5th Street, Center - 719-754-3904
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Contemporary  

 Worship, Prayer and Bible Study
     *Bible Studies during the week, call for informa-

tion.

First United Methodist 
First United Methodist Church
2005 Mullins Ave., Alamosa - 719-589-2243
“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Morning Worship - Sunday, 10:15 am
Children’s Church - Sunday, 10:30 am
Community Churches
United for Christ Community Church (SBC)
“Community Centered Around Love”
7th & Brodawy in Blanca - 719-379-3317
 Sunday School 9:30-10:30
 Worship Service 11am
Bible Believer’s Community Church
11762 E US HWY 160, Alamosa, Co 81101
719) 206-3239
Sunday worship 10:30
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.bbcchurch.co
Presbyterian
Alamosa Presbyterian Church
330 San Juan Avenue, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Traditional Worship
Hispanic Pentecostal
Iglesia Pentecostal Unida L.A.
907 Tenth St. Alamosa - 719-587-3546
Guadalupe Salazar  Pastor
 Wed. 7:00 p.m.  Service
 Sat. 7:00 p.m.  Youth Service
 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 Sun. 5:00 p.m.  Worship
New Hope Church
“ The Church on the Hill”
25258 Hwy 160, South Fork, Co. 81154
Pastor John Jayne • 719-873-1202
www.newhopesf.com
 Morning Worship -10:00 am
 Sunday School for all ages - 9:00 - 9:45 
Anabaptist Fellowship of Alamosa
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101
alamosafellowship@gmail.com
 Sunday 4:30 PM Worship in the north   

wing of the Alamosa Presbyterian Church
Independent, Fundamental Baptist
First Baptist Church of Costilla County
9717 County Rd H, Mesita - 719-206-0011
Pastor Paul Jones
 Sunday, 9:45 am - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:45 am -Morning Worship
 Sunday, 12 Noon - Potluck Dinner
 Sunday, after dinner - Afternoon Worship
 Thursday, 7:00 pm - Mesita, Bible Study and  

  Prayer meeting
DEAF MINISTRY FOR ALL SERVICES
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
Alamosa Y S A Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Alamosa 
Second Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Alamosa Third Ward
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00  p.m.
Alamosa Fourth Ward
927 Weber Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 11:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
Sierra Vista Branch (Spanish Language)
300 Richardson Avenue, Alamosa
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Lutheran
St. Peters Lutheran Church & School
Church:  1821 Grande Avenue, Monte Vista
School:   330 Faraday Street, Monte Vista  
 Sunday, 10:15 a.m. - Services
 School: K-8, Monday-Thursday
Trinity Lutheran Church & School
52 El Rio Drive, Alamosa  
 Sunday, 8:45 a.m. - Bible Study
 Sunday, 10 a.m. - Worship
*Small Bible Study Groups Throughout the Week*
 -Pre-School through 5th grade
Church: 589-4611, School: 589-3271
Conejos Canyon Community Chapel
20062 State Hwy. 17 (between mile posts 21 and 20)
 Fellowhip Sunday, 8:30 a.m.
 Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - Worship Service
Mountain Valley Church
408 State St. 17, Alamosa
Pastor: Richard Pinkerton
589-2899 or 588-7662
 Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

Presbyterian Church of Monte Vista
702 Second Avenue, Monte Vista
(719) 852-2555
 Sunday, 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
 Sunday, 11 a.m. - Sunday Worship
Seventh-day Adventist
Seventh-day Adventist Church
315 Craft Drive, Alamosa  
 Saturday, 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study
 Saturday, 11:00 a.m. - Worship
United Methodist
Mosca United Methodist Church
538 Barker Street, Mosca
970-270-3078
 Pastor Steve Dunkel
 Sunday Worship: 8:00 a.m.
Unitarian Universalist
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
330 San Juan Ave., Alamosa
     *North Wing of Alamosa Presbyterian Church  
719-587-5529
            Service & Youth Programs at 10:30 am 

Sunday.
Valley Church of the Nazarene
 Pastor: Chris Yocom
228 Madison, Monte Vista - (719) 852-5858
churchoffice@valleynaz.com
Sunday
 Sunday Morning Worship 10:15 a.m.
 Sunday School Classes 9 a.m.
Wednesday
 Dinner at 6 p.m.  
 Small Group Classes at 7 p.m.
Thursday
 Teen Activities (beginning at 6:30 p.m.)
*Nursery is available during all services
Visit website at www.valleynaz.com for online 

bulletins and service information or call the 
number above.

Church of Scientology
511 Main Street, Sutie #12, Alamosa
719-587-5554
 Monday and Wednesday, 7-10p.m.. - Services
Grace Assurance Ministry
Church without Religion
9851 CR 4 S, Alamosa, CO
Sunday Mornings - 10:30
Randy Brown - 719-588-7004
Eric Wolf - 719-480-3977

The graffiti on Cornell 
University sidewalks was 
stunning, with messages 
proclaiming, 
“Israel is fas-
cist,” “Zionism 
= genocide” 
and “F--- Is-
rael.”

Then antise-
mitic screeds 
a p p e a r e d 
on the Cor-
nell forum at 
G r e e k r a n k , 
a multicampus website 
about fraternities and 
sororities. This included 
threats to the Ivy League 
school’s prominent Jew-
ish community, with de-
tailed references to the 
Center for Jewish Living.

Among the milder posts 
was this from a “kill 
jews” account: “allahu 
akbar! from the river to 
the sea, palestine will be 
free! ... liberation by any 
means necessary!” A “jew 
evil” post offered explicit 
threats of sexual assault, 
torture and the murder 
of Jews at Cornell in lan-
guage this syndicate’s ed-
itors deemed too shocking 
to print.

New York Gov. Kathy 
Hochul met with stu-
dents, promising that 
“New York State would 
do everything possible to 
find the perpetrator who 
threatened a mass shoot-
ing and antisemitic vio-
lence on campus.” Then a 
Cornell student, a former 
campus safety officer, 

A liberal rabbi’s cry of pain and ‘existential loneliness’
was arrested and charged 
in connection with the 
threats.

This followed 
waves of in-
t e r n a t i o n a l 
protests and 
rioting, with 
the Anti-Defa-
mation League 
noting that an-
tisemitic activ-
ity in America 
rose 400% af-
ter the Oct. 7 

Hamas attack compared 
with the same weeks last 
year.

The news only seems 
to get worse whenever 
Jews venture online, 
even when digging into 
the contents of social me-
dia, said Rabbi Sharon 
Brous, in a viral sermon 
at her progressive IKAR 
(“essence”) congregation 
in Los Angeles. If the 
Holocaust is the “domi-
nant psychic reality of 
the Jew,” it’s impossible 
not to view news reports 
through “Shoah-colored 
glasses.”

It’s hard to tell real-
ity from brutal satire, 
especially when signs of 
“genocidal antisemitism” 
emerge from some of 
America’s most elite in-
stitutions, she said.

“This week we entered 
the upside-down world, 
when a retrograde, re-
gressive, totalitarian, 
misogynistic, Messianic, 
terrorist regime became 
-- for the time being -- 

the hero of the left,” said 
Brous in a sermon that 
opened with a warning 
that parents might want 
to take their children out 
of the sanctuary.

“How could it be? To 
justify barbarity in the 
service of decolonization 
and the liberation of Pal-
estine requires more than 
an ideological commit-
ment to Palestinian free-
dom. It demands mental 
and emotional contortion 
that render a person fun-
damentally unable to see 
the humanity in a Jew. 
... So much so that even 
after a horrific terror at-
tack, even teenagers and 
elders ... being carted na-
ked through Gaza does 
not evoke a tear of sym-
pathy.”

The result, she said, 
has been “existential 
loneliness,” especially 
when Jews face evidence 
that many “people in the 
world -- especially from 
our world, those who 
claim to care about jus-
tice and even dignity” 
suggest that Israeli vic-
tims “somehow deserved 
this terrible fate.”

The rabbi stressed that, 
for decades, she has op-
posed many Israeli poli-
cies on the occupied West 
Bank. She noted that 
her recent Yom Kippur 
sermon warned against 
“racism and religious 
extremism” in the “in-
creasingly hard line, ul-
tranationalist and now 

Messianic government” 
that she believes “threat-
ens the whole project of 
the state of Israel.”

Despite everything, 
Brous said she still be-
lieves that “the only lib-
eration is a shared libera-
tion, that our destinies 
as Jews and Palestinians 
are tied up in one anoth-
er.” But those who refuse 
to condemn the horrors of 
Oct. 7 are embracing the 
“potent ancient lies that 
any Jew is responsible for 
the behavior of every Jew, 
the certainty that Jews 
-- all Jews, any Jews, in-
cluding us -- are stink-
ing spawn responsible for 
killing God, responsible 
for the Black Death, re-

sponsible for economic 
collapse, responsible for 
migrant caravans, hur-
ricanes and space lasers, 
responsible for COVID, 
responsible for all human 
suffering.”

Nevertheless, Jews 
must not yield to the 
temptation to heed only 
the loudest voices in this 
madness, to “let the algo-
rithm dictate our world-
view,” she said.

“The fact that other 
people have lost their 
damn minds must awak-
en us and ensure that 
we don’t lose our damn 
minds in the days ahead,” 
urged Brous. “We yearn, 
desperately, to cast our 
lot with humanity. We 

believe that we are all 
caught up in an inescap-
able network of human-
ity. As much as we strive 
to build self-reliance, we 
-- like all people -- hun-
ger to be understood by 
(people) outside our com-
munity, we hunger to be 
seen in our suffering.

“Our humble ask is that 
people give a damn when 
we die. It visits an addi-
tional anguish on our bro-
ken hearts when they do 
not.”

Terry Mattingly leads 
GetReligion.org and lives 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
He is a senior fellow at the 
Overby Center at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi.

Saturday, November 4
“Truly, truly, I say to 

you, He that hears my 
word, and believes on him 
that sent me, has ever-
lasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death 
to life.” (John 5:24 AKJV)

Do you want eternal life 
in Heaven? Put your faith 
in Jesus. He is the only 
way to Heaven.

Sunday, November 5
“For the Father judges 

no man, but has commit-
ted all judgment to the 
Son: That all men should 
honor the Son, even as 
they honor the Father. 
He that honors not the 
Son honors not the Fa-
ther which has sent him.” 
(John 5:22-23 AKJV)

If you say you believe in 
God you will also believe 
in His Son Jesus.
Monday, November 6

“And Jesus said to them, 
I am the bread of life: he 
that comes to me shall 
never hunger; and he that 
believes on me 
shall never 
thirst.” (John 
6:35 AKJV)

Only Jesus 
can meet the 
need of the hu-
man heart. Let 
Him take con-
trol of your heart.
Tuesday, November 7
“And they served their 

idols: which were a snare 
to them.” (Psalms 106:36 
AKJV)

What idol is keeping you 
from fully following the 
Lord? Get rid of it. It will 
became a snare to you.
Wednesday, November 8

“From that time many 
of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with 
him.” (John 6:66 AKJV)

Are you still walk-
ing with Jesus? Stay the 
course. You will be glad 
you now and forever.

Thursday, 
November 9
“Let the re-

deemed of the 
LORD say so, 
whom he has 
r e d e e m e d 
from the 
hand of the 

enemy;” (Psalms 107:2 
AKJV)

Take time to tell others 
what the Lord has done 
for you. They need to hear 
it.

Friday, November 10
“He sent his word, and 

healed them, and de-
livered them from their 
destructions.” (Psalms 
107:20 AKJV)

You can count on the 
Lord and His Word. Trust 
Him and His Word.



Sports

Sports 
Bulletin

Follow sports editor 
Ken Hamrick on 

Twitter. His handle is 
@KenHamrick1.

SCOREBOARD
THURSDAY

College men’s bas-
ketball

Weber State 90, Ad-
ams State 51 (exhibi-
tion)

FRIDAY
Prep girls volleyball

McClave def. Sangre 
de Cristo 25-7, 25-8, 
25-17

Centauri def. Salida 
25-15, 25-14, 25-15

Centauri def. Ster-
ling 25-17, 25-21, 25-23

College women’s 
volleyball

Adams State at Fort 
Lewis - late

SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

Prep football
Alamosa at Delta 

(Class 2A State Playoffs 
first round), 1 p.m.

Arickaree at (Sierra 
Grande at six-man 
state playoffs f irst 
round), 1 p.m.

Centauri at Wray 

(Class 1A State Playoffs 
first round), 1 p.m.

Sanford at Byers 
(eight-man state play-
offs first round), 1 p.m.

Prep girls 
gymnastics

Alamosa at Class 4A 
State Meet (at Thorn-
ton), 1:30 p.m.

Prep volleyball
Basalt at Alamosa 

(Class 3A Region 9 
Tournament), 10 a.m.

Del Norte at Plateau 
Valley (Class 2A Region 
6 Tournament), 10 a.m.

Basalt vs. Univer-
sity (Class 3A Region 9 
Tournament), TBA

Del Norte vs. Love-
land Classical Acad-
emy (Class 2A Region 
6 Tournament ay Col-
lbran), TBA

Sanford vs. St. Mary’s 
(Class 2A Region 4 
Tournament at Little-
ton), TBA

Sanford at Front 
Range Christian (Class 
2A Region 4 Tourna-
ment), TBA

Sargent vs. Olathe 
(Class 2A Region 5 
Tournament at Man-
cos), TBA

Sargent at Mancos 
(Class 2A Region 5 
Tournament), TBA

University at Ala-
mosa (Class 3A Region 
9 Tournament), TBA

College football

Adams State at Black 

Hills State (S.D.), 1 p.m.

College cross 

country

Adams State at 

NCAA South Central 

Region Championship 

(at Lubbock, Texas), 

TBA

College women’s 

volleyball

Adams State at West-

ern Colorado, 6 p.m.

College women’s 

basketball

Adams State vs. West 

Texas A&M (D2CCA 

Tipoff Classic at Lub-

bock, Texas), 11 a.m.

College swimming

Adams State at Ne-

braska-Kearney Invi-

tational, TBA

College women’s 

wrestling

Adams State at Colo-

rado Mesa, 9 a.m.

SUNDAY

College women’s 

basketball

Adams State at Lub-

bock Christian (D2CCA 

Tipoff Classic at Lub-

bock, Texas), TBA

College men’s 

wrestling

Adams State at Colo-

rado School of Mines 

Rookie Open, 10 a.m.

Page 6 Valley Courier Saturday, November 4, 2023

Sierra Grande Veteran’s 
Day 5k run info

By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

ALAMOSA – The Sierra Grande Veteran’s Day 5k run will take place on Nov. 
11 at 11 a.m. at Veteran’s Park in Fort Garland.

All participants can register before the race. The cost is $25 for adults and $15 
for senior citizens and students.

To get to Veteran’s Park, go to Fort Garland on Route 160, and go south on 
Highway 159. Cross over the railroad tracks and take an immediate left onto Ice 
House Road. From there got about a half mile and Veteran’s Park will be located 
on the left.

T-shirts will be mailed to all participants.
For questions or more information, call Brandon Mizokami at (719) 379-3257.

Centauri wins regional; qualifies for state
By KEN HAMRICK
Courier sports editor

LA JARA – The 10th-ranked Centauri High School 
volleyball team took a pair of three-set sweeps on Friday 
as it hosted the Class 3A Region 10 Tournament at 
the CHS gym.

With the tournament win, the Lady Falcons qualify 
for next week’s Class 3A State Tournament.

“We’re going up,” said Centauri coach Ali Miller. 
“We’re going to make some noise.”

Centauri defeated Sterling
The Lady Falcons opened the tournament against 

Sterling and won by scores of 25-17, 25-21 and 25-23.
Centauri got off to a fast start by scoring the first 

four points of the first set. It gradually built on the 
lead and had a large 17-6 advantage.

The Lady Tigers mounted a comeback effort as the 
closed to within a 22-17 deficit. But the Lady Falcons 
scored the final three points for a 25-17 win.

Sterling had the hot start in the second set as it took 
a 3-2 lead. But Centauri answered with a 7-1 run to 
take a 9-4 lead.

The Lady Tigers regained the momentum and went 
back in front at 18-16. They led 20-18 before the Lady 
Falcons finished the set on a 7-1 run for a 25-21 victory.

Centauri scored the first three points of the third set, 
but Sterling came back to take a 9-6 lead.

The Lady Falcons got the lead back at 14-13, but the 
Lady Tigers went on a 7-1 rally for a 21-16 advantage.

Centauri scored three points in a row to close within 
21-19, but Sterling scored two consecutive points for 
a 23-19 edge.

The Lady Falcons finished strong as they scored the 
final six points to win the set and match 25-23.

Cameryn Wilfong led the Lady Falcons in assists 
with 23, followed by Saige Hostetter with 11.

Kailyn Polzin led the Centauri hitting game with 19 
kills, followed by Hannah Curtis with 11 and Joselyn 
McCarroll with six.

Polzin also led in service aces with three, followed 
by Jaelyn Jackson with two.

Sterling defeated Salida
In the second match of the tournament, Sterling 

scored a three-set sweep of Salida.
The Lady Tigers won by scores of 25-13, 25-14 and 

25-15.
Centauri defeated Salida

In the final match of the tournament, the Lady 
Falcons swept Salida. The scores were 25-15, 25-14 
and 25-15.

The Lady Spartans scored the first point of the first 
set, but the momentum quickly shifted to the Lady 
Falcons as they went on a 12-3 run to take a 12-4 
advantage.

Centauri gradually increased the lead to 21-11, but 
Salida scored four consecutive points to close within 
21-15.

The Lady Falcons had a strong finish as the scored 
the final four points for a 25-15 win.

The Lady Spartans got off to a fast start in the second 
set as they took a 7-4 lead. Centauri answered with 
an 8-1 run to take a 12-8 lead.

The Lady Falcons maintained the momentum as they 
finished with a 13-6 run for a 25-14 win.

Centauri started quickly in the third set as it roared 

to an 11-2 advantage.
The Lady Spartans scored three straight points to 

close within 11-5. But the Lady Falcons scored 14 of 
the final 24 points to win the set and match 25-15.

Wilfong again led in assists with 17, followed by 
Hostetter with 15.

Polzin was Centauri’s hitting leader again with 18 
kills. Joselyn McCarroll was next with 10, and Curtis 
had eight.

Wilfong also led in service aces with three, followed 
by Polzin with two and Joselyn McCarroll with one.

Centauri takes an 18-6 record to the state tournament 
which will begin on Thursday at the Denver Coliseum. 

Miller knows that the competition will be tough but 
says that the Lady Falcons are ready.

“We’re ready for them, because we’re a tough opponent 
too,” Miller said.

The state tournament brackets will be released early 
next week.

Sangre’s season comes to an end
The Sangre de Cristo High School volleyball team 

saw its season come to an end on Friday as it lost to 
McClave in three sets in McClave.

The scores were 25-7, 25-8 and 25-17.
The Lady Thunderbirds end the season with 14 wins 

and 10 losses.

Courier photo by Ken Hamrick

Centauri High School’s Kailyn Polzin (11) hits the ball against a pair of Sterling defenders at the Class 3A 
Region 10 Tournament Friday at the CHS gym. The Lady Falcons defeated Sterling and Salida with both 
matches being decided in three sets.
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Lifestyle

 “Little Mister & Little Miss Merry Christmases” will be featured 

in a very special holiday section published by the Valley Courier 

on Wednesday, November 22nd, 2023, making their choices for 

Christmas gifts from the San Luis Valley’s local businesses. 

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa, CO 81101

• All entrants must be age 5 to 8.

• A recent photo must be submitted.

• Name must appear on the back of the photo.

• Parental permission for photographs is required for use.

 Simply bring this form and photo to our office

DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, NOV. 14th AT 3 P.M.

Donʼt miss this opportunity to enter your 
daughter to become the Valley Courierʼs
“Little Miss Merry Christmas”

ENTRY FORM
Name 
Parents 

Phone 
Age 
School 

Christmas gifts from the San Luis Valleyʼs

DEADLINE IS FRIDAY, NOV. 9th AT 3 P.M.

2205 State Ave. • Alamosa, CO 81101

ENTER 
NOW 

to 
Become

2023 Little Mister & Miss 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Last year’s Little Mister and Miss Christmas, 
Marques Martinez and Marci Ortiz, were featured 
with 2022 Miss Merry Christmas Whitney Thong.

we want your photos
we’re celebrating 

our veterans!
We’re running special photo pages in 

our November 10th edition for Veteran’s 

Day to honor those who are serving, and 

have served, in our nation’s military.

Please send your service picture along 

with your name, branch of service, rank 

and hometown to:

ebone@alamosanews.com or to 

P.O. Box 1099 Alamosa, CO 81101

deadline for submission: november 8

2205 State Avenue, Alamosa • Ph: 719-589-2553

**If your Veteran’s Photo has appeared in this section 

since 2013 there is no need to bring your photo in as 

we have it on file and it will print again.**

Courtesy photos

The Northern Saguache County Library District hosted the Unexplained in Saguache 
County on Wednesday Oct. 25. The event at the Baca Grande Library featured stories 
of chilling events that happened to real people in the region.

Unexplained Saguache County stories 
a hit at the Baca Grande Library

By MARIE MCCOLM
CRESTONE — The 

Northern Saguache Coun-
ty Library District hosted 
the Unexplained in Sagua-
che County on Wednes-
day Oct. 25. The event at 
the Baca Grande Library 

featured stories of chilling 
events that happened to 
real people in the region.

The public was welcome 
to attend the event and 
share their personal un-
explained stories in the 
San Luis Valley. Approxi-

mately 11 people attended 
the second annual event 
and shared their stories. 
Popcorn was served and 
everyone sat in a circle as 
they told their stories. 

Eden Elderberry, of the 
Saguache County Library, 

said the event was a big 
hit.

“We had this author that 
came in, and she tracks 
wolves. She told us these 
Sasquatch stories, which I 
think really all of us were 
hoping for. We had Sas-
quatch stories, and UFO 
stories. My friend, Jen, 
talked about these beetles 
raining down on her prop-
erty, and last year we had 
someone who was a neigh-
bor to her also tell us about 
beetles raining down on 
her property out at the 
KV, these are people that 
live near each other with 
similar stories. It was re-
ally freaky and weird.”

Elderberry said that al-
most everyone who attend-
ed had a story.

“There were some peo-
ple that talked about see-
ing UFOs, bright lights 
in the sky, they talked 
about orbs. One of the 
biggest topics was orbs,” 
Elderberry said. “The Sas-
quatch stories were great. 
The lady who told us about 
the Sasquatch sightings 
told us she actually com-
municated with the Sas-
quatch in her story, tele-
pathically. She saw one 
Sasquatch in Alaska and 
she also saw one in Mexico 
or Montana. The lady told 
us that she communicates 
with animals. She stated 
it just comes naturally to 
her to communicate with 

animals. Last year we 
didn’t have any Sasquatch 
stories, so we were excited 
to hear them. We saw her 
in the library earlier in the 
day, and when we heard 
she was coming back to tell 
Sasquatch stories, we were 
excited. One weird thing I 
have always heard from 
many different people, is 
that ant people created the 
Sand Dunes. There are a 
lot of stories going around 
about the ant people.”

Elderberry said that 
everyone really enjoyed 
themselves at the event.

“Everyone had a lot of 
fun, enjoyed it, and every-
one was really open about 
everything too. We just 
had popcorn and hung out 
and told stories. The entire 
thing was recorded too,” 
Elderberry said.

Elderberry said that 
they plan to release a pod-
cast on the event.

“We plan to probably 
release this on audio. We 
will release this through 
Saguache County Stories, 
which is our podcast if 
anyone would like to hear 
it,” Elderberry said.
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NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the following individuals are indebted to 
Alamosa Storage for past due rent. Auction will be conducted pursu-
ant to 38-21.5-103 (1)(c)(III) thru 36-21.5-103 (e)(j). Auction will be 
conducted online with selfstorageauction.com starting November 6, 
2023. Alamosa Storage reserves the right to bid on any unit. Sale of 
a unit is subject to cancellation in the event of a settlement between 
landlord and obligated party.
Erica Andrews #29 10x20x8 Miscellaneous items
Keith Rios #C3 8x20x8 Kitchen table, mattress, box spring, beds 
frames, bikes, smoker, etc.
Peter Authelet #C14 8x10 Car seats, sinks, barrels, crates, tile, other 
miscellaneous items
Peter Authelet #C19 8x10 tile, miscellaneous items
Abigayle Farmer #B22 8x10 Aquarium tanks, freezer, mini fridge, and 
table
Tim Lopez #4 5x10 Miscellaneous items 
Tim Lopez #77 10x10x8 Miscellaneous items
Tim Lopez #B16 8x10 clothes, boxes of miscellaneous items, bike
Jennifer Montoya #B29 8x10 Construction tools
No. 3628.
Published in the Valley Courier October 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 
November 1, 3, & 4,  2023.

NOTICE

Rio Grande County is soliciting sealed bids from qualified contractors 
for 2023 AIRFIELD PROJECTS, to be constructed for RIO GRANDE 

COUNTY, COLORADO.  Bids will be received at the County Office 
until 1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 28, 2023. Bids will be publicly 

opened and read aloud on Tuesday, November 28, 1:00pm at the 

County Office, 925 6th Street, Room 207, Del Norte, CO 81132.
An Optional Pre-Bid Conference will be held on November 07, 2023 

at 1:00 pm at the Astronaut Kent Rominger Airport, 883 Co Rd 22, 

Del Norte, CO 81132.

The project consists of a 2-inch asphalt overlay to Runway 6-24, a 

new 450 feet Proposed Taxilane construction East of Taxiway B, and 

the rehabilitation of existing taxiways and apron pavements with a 

608H Seal Coat treatment.

Bids will be received for a single prime contract. Bids shall be on a 

lump sum and unit price basis with additive alternate bid items as 

indicated in the Bid Form.

Digital copies of the bid documents are available from the county 

at www.riograndecounty.org. Those downloading the contract docu-

ments electronically are responsible for verifying the completeness of 

contract documents received view download. Failure to download a 

complete set of digital contract documents will not be a factor consid-

ered in the evaluation of bids or form the basis for any bid protest. In 

order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive 

all necessary addendum (s) for this project, you must be on the Plan-

holder’s List, which requires the plans being downloaded from www.
riograndecounty.org.

Bids shall be accompanied by a bid security in accordance with the 

Instructions to Bidders. The successful Bidder must furnish Perfor-

mance and Payment Bonds in accordance with the Contract Docu-

ments.

Bidders must be licensed to perform work within the state of Colo-

rado.

Bids must remain in effect for 60 days after the bid opening date. 

Within 60 days from the bid date, the Owner may award the contract 

to the lowest responsive, responsible Bidder or reject any or all Bids 

for the Project.

The RIO GRANDE COUNTY, COLORADO reserves the right to re-

ject any or all Bids, to waive irregularities in the Bids and bidding 

deemed to be in the best interests of the RIO GRANDE COUNTY, 

COLORADO,and to reject nonconforming, nonresponsive, or condi-

tional bids.

No. 3642.

Published in the Valley Courier on October 27, 28, 31, November 1, 

3, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, & 21, 2023.

NOTICE
The quarterly meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improve-
ment District No. 6 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
set for November 1, 2023, and will begin at 1:30 p.m. The meeting will 
be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District Building locat-
ed at 8805 Independence Way in Alamosa, CO, 81101. This meeting 
will also be held by Zoom teleconference. The public may participate 
and listen in to the Annual Meeting by dialing in to the Zoom Meet-
ing/teleconference. To join please call either number: 1-359-4580 or 
1-346-248-7799 enter the Meeting Id: 860 5970 9533##, and wait for 
the meeting to begin. There is no charge for this call. This meeting is 
open to the public.
No. 3646.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 4, 2023.

NOTICE
The quarterly meeting of the Board of Managers for Special Improve-
ment District No. 2 of the Rio Grande Water Conservation District is 
set for November 7, 2023, and will begin at 9:00 a.m.  This Special 
Meeting will be held at the Rio Grande Water Conservation District 
Building located at 8805 Independence Way in Alamosa, CO, 81101. 
This meeting will also be held by Zoom teleconference.  The public 
may participate and listen in to the meeting by dialing in to the Zoom 
Meeting/teleconference. To join please call either number: 1-719-359-
4580 or 1-346-248-7799, enter the Meeting Id:  827 1854 0728##, 
and wait for the meeting to begin. There is no charge for this call. This 
meeting is open to the public.
No. 3647.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 4, 2023.

County Court  District Court  Denver Juvenile Court
Alamosa County, Colorado

Court Address:
In the Matter of the Petition of:
_ Adult
or
X Parent/Petitioner: Shandon Bailon
for Minor Child: Uriah Xavion Paul Navares
For a Change of Name to: Uriah Xavion Paul Bailon
COURT USE ONLY
Filed in the Combined Court
Alamosa County, Colorado
Clerk of the Combined Court
Date Filed: 10/20/2023
Case Number: 23C189
Division: B  Courtroom: B
PUBLIC NOTICE OF PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Public Notice is given on October 20, 2023 that a Petition for a 
Change of Name of a X Minor Child or _Adult has been filed with the 
Alamosa County Court.
The Petition requests that the name of 
Uriah          Xavion Paul        Navares
First Name       Middle Name       Last Name
be changed to
Uriah            Xavion Paul       Bailon
First Name       Middle Name       Last Name
By Nikki Quintana
Clerk of Court/Deputy Clerk
No. 3648.
Published in the Valley Courier on November 3, 4, & 7, 2023.

LOST
Silver Bullet 
necklace just 
over 1” long 
containing 
Grandpa’s 

ashes.
Lost on 

Halloween 
night in  the Adams State 

College area. If found 
please call 719-849-8331.

STROKE AND CAR-
DIOVASCULAR dis-
ease are leading causes 
of death, according to 
the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings 
can provide peace of 
mind or early detec-
tion! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings for 
just $149. Call 1-833-
939-0353. (8/18-TFN)

P R I VAT E  H O M E 
HEALTHCARE: 20 
plus years’ experience. 
Wanting to take care of 
your loved one. 719-588-
6472. (11/8/23)

LICENSED PLUMB-
ER DOES all types of 
plumbing & plumbing 
repairs. Quick service! 
Call anytime, weekends 
& evenings: 719-580-
0033 or 719-376-2593. 
(12/1/23-monthly)

221 - 

HELP WANTED

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we are 
now accepting applica-
tions for the position 
of SECONDARY SPE-
CIAL EDUCATION 
TEACHER, for  the 
remaining 2023-2024 
School Year. Qualifica-
tions; Special Education 
Certification as required 
by the State of Colorado 
or such alternative to the 
above qualifications as 
the Board of Education 
may find appropriate 
and acceptable. Appli-
cations can be found 
on the District Website 
https://www.center.k12.
co.us/page/employment-
opportunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719)754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(12/6/23)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is currently ac-
cepting applications for 
an EQUIPMENT OP-
ERATOR I position. 
This position will per-
form skilled work in 
equipment operations, 
maintenance and repair 
work of streets, etc. This 
position may be asked 
to perform work for the 
Water/Sewer Dept and 
the Parks Dept. This 
position could require 
some on-call shifts. A 
valid Colorado Class 
B CDL License with 
air brakes is highly de-
sirable. Requires HS 
diploma or GED equiva-
lent and one-year prior 
experience as equip-
ment operator. This 
is a 40 hour per week 
full-time position. The 
general starting wage is 
$16.75 - $17.75 per hour 
plus an excellent benefit 
package. Applicant must 
submit a completed job 
application to the Hu-
man Resources Office, 
95 W. 1st Ave., Monte 
Vista, CO 81144.  EOE/
ADA. (11/11/23)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE OFFICER or 
POLICE APPRENTICE 
to protect the lives, safe-
ty, health, welfare, and 
property of individuals 
within the corporate 
limits of Alamosa by 
enforcing municipal, 
state and federal stat-
utes, ordinances and 
laws.  Incumbents may 
be assigned to the Pa-
trol Division, Investi-
gations Division and/
or special assignments 
necessary to protect 
and serve the needs of 
individuals relating to 
law enforcement. Hiring 
annual salary is $49,400 
- $59,383 DOQ, FLSA 
Non- Exempt. Fringe 
benefits include a 401K 
retirement with a 10% 
employer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year. Employ-
er paid life insurance, 
STD, LTD & AD&D, 
75% of medical, vision, 
and dental premiums 
paid by the employer, 
Wellness Program, and 
discounted recreational 
memberships. For a full 
job description and to 
apply, visit cityofala-
mosa.org or stop by City 
Hall at 300 Hunt Ave. 
The City of Alamosa 
provides Equal Oppor-
tunity Employment for 
accommodations please 
submit them in writing 
with the application. Ap-
plication deadline - open 
until filled. (12/2/23)

WE GOT THE HELP 
WE WERE LOOKING 
FOR WITH THE HELP 
OF T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER. Smok in 
Spuds.

ADAMS STATE UNI-
VERSITY seeks ap-
plicants for an EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR 
II position in the Fa-
cilities Services Depart-
ment. Starting salary for 
this position is $3,658 
per month. For applica-
tion or more informa-
tion, please see https://
www.adams.edu/hr/em-
ployment/  AA/EOE. 
(11/11/23)

CITY OF ALAMOSA 
is seeking a full-time 
POLICE CH I EF to 
provide administrative 
leadership, direction, 
planning, and organizing 
the activities of the Po-
lice Department in law 
enforcement and crime 
prevention. Hiring an-
nual salary is $103,869 
- $113,300 DOQ, FLSA 
Exempt. Fringe benefits 
include a 401K retire-
ment with a 10% em-
ployer and employee 
match, 11.5 holidays per 
year, 2 personal days, 
80 hours of sick leave, 
80 hours of vacation 
leave per year, and 80 
hours of exempt PTO a 
year. Employer paid life 
insurance, STD, LTD & 
AD&D, 75% of medi-
cal, vision, and dental 
premiums paid by the 
employer, Wellness Pro-
gram, and discounted 
recreational member-
ships. For a full job de-
scription and to apply, 
visit cityofalamosa.org 
or stop by City Hall at 
300 Hunt Ave. The City 
of Alamosa provides 
Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment for accom-
modations please submit 
them in writing with the 
application. Application 
deadline - open until 
filled. (12/2/23)
ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for an 
experienced (5+ years 
preferred) CONCRETE 
FOREMAN in residen-
tial, commercial, and 
heavy civil construction 
to join our team. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials, ability to mea-
sure accurately and read 
plans and specifications.  
Forman will be running 
a crew of 5-10 members. 
Must be a team player, 
keep crew motivated, 
complete jobs in a time-
ly manner, and willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week.  Offer retirement, 
medical, dental, vision 
insurance, and paid va-
cation/ holidays. Pay 
based on experience. 
(11/18/23)

ROBINS CONSTRUC-
TION IS looking for 
EXPERIENCED OR 
TRAINABLE CON-
CRETE LABORERS to 
join our team. Respon-
sibilities include form-
ing, pouring, finishing 
concrete, and additional 
labor/equipment opera-
tion as needed. Must 
have ability to perform 
strenuous tasks with 
hands, ability to kneel, 
bend and lift heavy ma-
terials. Must be willing 
to work 40+ hours per 
week. Must be motivated 
and proactive. Offer re-
tirement, medical, den-
tal, vision insurance and 
paid vacation/ holidays. 
Pay based on experi-
ence. (11/18/23) 

4

$24.00
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Get Your Service Out there! call the Valley Courier Today! 589-2553

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

To Place Your Ad Call (719) 589-2553

Tires

Jim’s Tire 
Store

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-9690

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
Great Service!

We Buy Cars

8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa
589-9205

FREE Estimates
We Welcome Insurance Claims

Paint & Body Shop

Construction

ZTEC
Construct ion

Mervin Fisher 719.992.1396
14972 CR 13 • La Jara, CO 81140

5” & 6” SEAMLESS

 RAIN GUTTERS
Free Estimates

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

Real Estate

Greg & Jeni Goodwin

greg@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-5395

jeni@porterrealty.com
(719) 580-2636

Taxidermy

Est. 1995

719-480-9300

Ask about our 6 month guarantee!

TREE SERVICE

Residential and Commercial
Tree removal, trimming, topping, stump removal 

prunning, lawn care, we put gravel etc.
Free estimates

719-480-1821

FOOD TRUCK

Catering located in the parking 
lot in front of Little Caesars

Follow 

us on 

Facebook

719-588-7485

RESTAURANT

Dinner
Service 

coming
soon!

111 Spruce Street • La Jara
Follow us on Facebook

Lunch and Breakfast
Thursday - Monday 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Closed Tuesday & Wednesday

Outdoor Seating Available

Architecture

Dan Naiman, Architect

Senior Architect

719-696-5783

LOCKSMITH
Locked Out? Lost Your keys? 

Just Need a spare?
We’ve Got You Covered!

•Smart Keys •Transponders •Fobs
Serving The San Luis Valley 

And Surrounding Areas
Call or Text us Today 719-MrK-Lock 

(719-675-5625)
MrKLock.com

AUCTIONS

10-7-2023
10-21-2023

11-4-2023
11-18-23

Tailgate Consignment 

Auctions
at the Community Building next to Quality 

Timbers on S.R. 285 • Antonito

719.580.3339
Auction Dates

STORAGE

5929 Road South 106
Alamosa, CO 81101

Call us today or visit our website 
alamosastorage.com

(719) 992-3440

You’ll find it all in the ...
Business & Service Directory
•Easy to Read Format • Affordable • Seen 4 Days a Week

711 1/2 State Ave. • Alamosa

NEW • USED • RECAPPED
8425 Rd. 8 South • Alamosa

Advertising

Advertise Your 
Business in this 

SPACE
Only $99 per month*
*3 month commitment

 

RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL CLINIC at DEL 
NORTE & MONTE 
VISTA have a Full-Time 
MA or LPN position 
available in our busy 
Primary Care Clinic’s. 
Must be dependable, 
have the ability to multi-
task, be a self-starter and 
pay close attention to 
detail. RGH is an EOE. 
Complete an application 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org under 
Contact/Employment. 
Additional questions, 
contact Ted Andersen 
at teda@riograndehos-
pital.net or call 719-657-
2418. (11/15/23)

RADIOGRAPHER, 
CT TECHNOLOGIST 
(Full-Time) Specific du-
ties and responsibili-
ties: All X-ray, CT, OP, 
IP, and ER trauma ex-
ams. Join our incred-
ible patient centered and 
service-oriented team! 
Must be motivated and 
available to work flex-
ible shifts. Apply at 310 
County Road 14, DEL 
NORTE, CO 81132 or 
online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . Full 
Benefits. Please see hos-
pital website for more 
information. Contact 
Jerilyn Hamlin 719-657-
4150 for more informa-
tion. RGH is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
(11/15/23)

WA R D  C L E R K , 
NEEDED Full-Time 
days at RIO GRANDE 
HOSPITAL. Amazing 
opportunity to join our 
incredible patient-cen-
tered and service-orient-
ed team. Must be moti-
vated and available to 
work flexible shifts. Ap-
ply at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

B O O K K E E P E R : 
LOCAL, WELL-RE-
SPECTED non-profit 
agency hiring a book-
keeper for a 6-MONTH 
TERM. Responsibilities 
include assistance with 
accounts payable, ac-
counts receivable, pay-
roll, and special proj-
ects. We’re looking for a 
motivated, values-driven 
individual with experi-
ence in QuickBooks 
and Excel. Initiative 
essential; training and 
support provided. Join 
our staff of dedicated 
professionals and learn 
the joys and satisfac-
tion of serving others. 
FT, $20.00/ hr; $1,000 
completion bonus after 
6 months. Inquire about 
benefits. Send cover let-
ter, resume/request job 
description to  hr@lapu-
ente.net, 719 589-5909, 
ext238.  www.lapuente.
net . (11/17/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E D E D 
Full-Time NIGHTS at 
RIO GRANDE HOSPI-
TAL. Amazing opportu-
nity to join our incred-
ible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

C N A ,  N E E D E D 
FULL-TIME NIGHTS 
at RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
f lexible shifts. Apply 
at 0310 County Road 
14, DEL NORTE, CO 
81132 or online at www.
riograndehospital.org . 
(11/15/23)

M O N T E  V I S T A 
HEAD START is ac-
cepting applications for 
a TEACHER AID. This 
position is full time, 
38 hours/ week. Must 
have a Colorado Shines 
Level 2 or equivalent. 
Starting pay is $15.50 
to $16.25 depends on 
experience. Applications 
are available at Monte 
Vista Head Start, 2863 
Sherman Ave., MONTE 
VISTA, Colorado. For 
more information, you 
may contact the Direc-
tor by email, Director@
MVheadstart.org or call 
719-852-3215. An em-
ployment application 
must be complete. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
(11/4/23)

HOLIDAY INN EX-
PRESS now h i r ing 
BREAKFAST MAN-
AGER. Apply in person. 
(11/4/23)

SAN LUIS VALLEY 
FA R M  W O R K E R 
HOUSING CORPO-
RATION is seeking a 
qualified PART-TIME 
MAINTENANCE Po-
sition in ALAMOSA. 
Minimum of 3 years’ 
experience. Must be 
knowledgeable in heat-
ing, small appliance 
repair, plumbing, and 
minor electrical work, 
landscaping, painting 
and cleaning apar t-
ments to make ready. 
Willing to be on call 
after normal working 
hours. Must have a valid 
driver’s license. Must be 
able to pass background 
investigation and a drug 
test. Wage is determined 
upon experience. Job 
will close on November 
15, 2023. Mail resume to 
980 S. Broadway, Cen-
ter, Co. 81125. Equal 
Housing Opportunity 
Employment. (11/15/23)

R E G I S T E R E D 
N U R S E  N E E DE D 
Full-Time ER Days at 
RIO GRANDE HOS-
PITAL. Amazing op-
portunity to join our in-
credible patient-centered 
and service-oriented 
team. Must be motivated 
and available to work 
flexible shifts. Apply at 
0310 County Road 14, 
DEL NORTE, CO 81132 
or online at www.riogran-
dehospital.org . (11/15/23)

CITY OF MONTE 
VISTA is accepting ap-
plications for the position 
of FINANCE DIREC-
TOR. The Finance Direc-
tor has direct responsibil-
ity and supervision of all 
aspects of the Finance 
Department which in-
cludes fund accounting, 
financial reporting, pay-
roll, accounts payable, ac-
counts receivable, pension 
and retirement account-
ing, revenue collections, 
purchasing, auditing, 
budgeting, preparation 
of the Annual Finance 
Report, and monitors the 
financial position of the 
municipality. Five (5) 
years progressively re-
sponsible experience in 
Accounting and Finance 
and a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Accounting, Public or 
Business Administration 
with an emphasis in ac-
counting, financial man-
agement or a related field 
is required. An equivalent 
combination of education 
and experience may be 
considered.  This is full 
time employment. The 
salary range is $70,000-
$75,000 DOE, plus full 
benefits. To apply please 
visit: www.cityofmonte-
vista.colorado.gov or ap-
plications can be picked 
up at City Hall, 95 W. 
1st Ave Monte Vista, CO 
81144. Please provide 
updated resume with ap-
plication. Position will 
remain open until filled, 
first review November 
9, 2023. EEO ADA. 
(11/14/23)
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EQUIPMENT

E X P E R I E N C E D 
PLUMBER NEEDED. 
Pay range is $25-$35 
per hour. Licensed pre-
ferred. Call DEREK’S 
PLUMBING 719-588-
0682. (11/28/23)

S LV  R E G I O N A L 
LA N DF I LL i s  ac-
cepting applications 
for a full-time EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR. 
Benefits include 100% 
Paid Employee Only 
Health, Dental & Vision 
Insurance, Sick/Vaca-
tion Leave, Retirement 
Match. Applications & 
Job Description can be 
picked up at the SLV 
Landfill office or visit 
our website http://slv-
landfill.com for more 
information. Starting 
wage $17.00 per hour 
depending on experi-
ence.  Appl ica t ions 
will be accepted until 
the position is filled. 
For  more in for ma-
tion, contact Leonard 
Brown (719)-852-3810 
or lbrown@slvlandfill.
com  (11/11/23)

R ED H I LL LAVA 
PRODUCTS is looking 
for a LABOR/MAIN-
TENANCE PERSON. 
Please cal l Jon Ar-
menta at 719-480-9595. 
(11/10/23)

CDOT IS LOOKING 
fo r  T E M P O R A RY 
HIGHWAY MAINTE-
NANCE SPECIALISTS 
for Monarch Pass for the 
winter season. Positions 
would be 40 hours/week 
with the opportunity for 
overtime. Pay is $24.44/
hour. This position will 
receive per diem and 
CDOT will arrange for 
employee to stay in a 
hotel for their scheduled 
working days. If inter-
ested, apply at https://
bit. ly/wolfcreekpass 
(11/10/23)

WANTED LOCAL 
DRIVER WITH CDL 
license to HAUL HAY. 
Driving experienced 
preferred. Must have 
clean MVR, drug test-
ing required, off week-
ends & holidays. If in-
terested, call 719-843-
5446. (11/7/23)

SANFORD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IS accept-
ing applications for a 
CUSTODIAN. Applica-
tions can be downloaded 
at  www.sanfordschools.
org. Sanford School is 
an EOE&E. (11/4/23)

FULL-TIME CUS-
TODIAN/MAINTE-
NANCE POSITION 
open at the UPPER RIO 
GRANDE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT.  This is a 
4-10 hour day (Monday-
Thursday) with some 
weekends as needed.  
Applicant must pass a 
background check, be 
able to work indepen-
dently, and be a forward-
th ink ing individual 
with an overall team 
approach to all tasks at 
hand.  Applicant must 
also be able to work in 
all weather conditions 
(snow removal/general 
landscaping).  If inter-
ested, please contact 
Demo Trujillo, 719-657-
4040 x4007, dtrujillo@
urtigers.co.  Applica-
tions can be retrieved 
online at: www.urtigers.
co. (11/10/23)

CAFETERIA STAFF 
N E E D E D  a t  U P -
PER RIO GRANDE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT.  
Must have high school 
d iploma a nd  some 
knowledge of working 
in a kitchen or a willing-
ness to be trained. Pay 
is dependent on prior 
experience. Please con-
tact Leslie Martinez at 
719-657-4040, x1100 or 
email her at lmartinez@
urtigers.co. (11/8/23)

CENTER CONSOL-
IDATED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 26Jt is pay-
ing years of service and 
single health insurance 
benefits. Apply now to 
become part of our dy-
namic district as we 
are now accepting ap-
plications for the posi-
tion of ELEMENTARY 
PHYSICAL EDUCA-
TION TEACHER, for 
the remaining 2023-
2024 School Year. Qual-
ifications; Must hold a 
valid State of Colorado 
Teacher’s License or 
such alternative as the 
Board of Education may 
find appropriate and ac-
ceptable. Applications 
can be found on the 
District Website https://
www.center.k12.co.us/
page/employment-op-
portunities or contact 
the District Office at 
(719) 754-3442. Appli-
cation Deadline: Until 
Position is Filled. EOE. 
(11/4/23)

WANTED EXPERI-
ENCED PRESSMAN. 
Must be reliable, flex-
ible, and dependable. 
Apply in person, 2205 
State Street, ALAMO-
SA. (TFN)

NEED A SECOND IN-
COME? child support? 
Car Repai rs? Taxes 
Due? Earn up to $800/
month DELIVERING 
THE VALLEY COU-
RIER. Contact Keith 
at 719-589-2553. (2/26-
TFN)

SPRINKLER WIN-
TERIZATION, RE-
PAIR & INSTALLA-
TION. Quick Service! 
Call evenings & week-
ends: 719-580-0033 or 
719-376-2593. (12/1/23)

PAT  S O L D  H E R 
ELECTRIC STOVE 
I N J UST 3  DAYS 
T H R O U G H  T H E 
VALLEY COURIER’S 
CLASSIFIED ADS.

H O R S E  &  C OW 
HAY: GRASS, GRASS/
ALFALFA, ALFAL-
FA. 3x3 and 4x4 bales, 
various quality and 
pricing. 719-850-8917. 
(12/6/23-monthly)

HOR SE H AY $9/
BALE; COW/GOAT 
H A Y  $ 4 . 5 0  p e r 
bale. 719-274-0380. 
(11/24/23)

YARD SALE: FRI-
DAY, Nov. 3, Saturday, 
Nov. 4, 8:00am-3:00pm, 
2019 Angel Place, AL-
AMOSA. Good stuff! 
(11/4/23)

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE. $225 cord. 719-
588-1183. (11/24/23)

I SOLD MY HORSE 
I N 2 DAYS TO A 
G O O D  H O M E . 
THANKS VALLEY 
COURIER! Rick.

SOLD MY WHEEL-
CHAIR IN 2 DAYS. 
W O N D E R F U L , 
HEARTWARMING 
E X P E R I E N C E .  A 
WIN-WIN FOR BOTH 
OF US! Yolanda.

RONCO ROTISSER-
IE AND BBQ oven, 
$50. 719-298-2355. 
(11/11/23)

SEWING MACHINE 
CABINET, $25. 719-
298-2355 (11/11/23)

FOR SALE: MAT-
TR ESS Topper  w/ 
cover; Old Antique 
Irons; Antique Sew-
ing Machine; Coke 
Bottle w/ caps; Super 
Twin Water-bed. Call 
before 1:00pm or after 
6:30pm. 719-298-2355. 
(11/11/23)

WILD WEST MAGA-
ZINES: $15 takes all. 
719-852-8879. (11/8/23)

L A R R S  M I N I  – 
T h e r m  J V H  GA S 
F I R E D  B O I L E R , 
160,000 BTU; $450.  
½ HP INLINE CAST 
IRON PUMP 1-inch 
inlet/outlet; $150. 719-
379-3921. (11/4+2cr/23)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

F R E E  K I T T E N S 
TO GOOD INSIDE 
HOM E(s).  Ca l l  o r 
t ext  719-250 -7597. 
(11/21/23)

OOPS! GOT PUP-
PIES WHO NEED A 
HOME? San Luis Val-
ley ANIMAL WEL-
FARE SOCIETY is a 
nonprofit ANIMAL 
RESCUE dedicated to 
stopping the euthana-
sia of healthy adopt-
able pets. Having pets 
altered is the number 
one way to stop pet 
overpopulation. If your 
pet has had puppies 
contact us. We will take 
the puppies into our 
rescue and spay the 
mama dog for free after 
the puppies are weaned. 
If needed, we will also 
provide dog food & gas 
money to get the dogs to 
us to help in this situa-
tion. Spay/neuter is one 
of the greatest gifts you 
can provide your pet, 
your family, and your 
community. We have 
found good responsible 
homes for over 8,000 
animals. Contact 719-
587-9663 (WOOF); 
email: woof@slvaws.
org. (TFN)

FOR SALE IN ALA-
MOSA County: 1980 
GLENWOOD TRAIL-
ER HOUSE $6,700. 
Must be moved. 402-
269-7172. (E-TFN)

ZACH’S EUROPEAN 
MOUNTS. Profession-
al work, low prices. 719-
580-0398. (TFN)

Cielo Vista 

Apartments
166 S. Wills
Center, Colo

754-3664

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting applications 
for 1 bedroom 

apartments. Must be 62 
or older or disabled

Valley Grande 
Apts.

2256 E. Drive
Monte Vista, CO

852-4302

TTY
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

Accepting 

Applications for 2 & 3 

bedroom family units

Accepting Applications for 
waiting list for 2 & 3 bed-
room apartments. Family 

units available

West View 

Villas
510 Dunham

Monte Vista, Colo

852-3949
TTY

1-800-659-2656
This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer

OFFICE FOR RENT, 
10’x10’, 315 State Av-
enue, ALAMOSA. 719-
580-3338. (11/8/23)

KUDDOS TO THE 
VALLEY COURIER 
FOR RENTING OUR 
HOUSE IN 2 DAYS! 
Thanks, Gerry.

4BR /2BA HOUSE 
FOR rent, NEAR ALA-
MOSA-HS, park, shop-
ping, hospital. $1,450/
monthl+utilities+deposit, 
no smoking, application 
required. 719-588-8828. 
(11/17/23)

1 DAY ADVERTISED 
I N T H E VA L L EY 
COURIER, SOLD MY 
CAR! GREAT SER-
VICE! Samuel.

‘07 SUBARU WAG-
O N  n e e d s  m o t o r : 
$1,500. ‘02 SUZUKI 
DRZ400: $750, needs 
motor. Old GOOSE 
N E C K  H O R S E 
T R A I L E R :  $ 8 0 0 . 
(11/25/23-CR)

2015 NH L228 SKID 
LOADER. 815 Hrs. 
New Tires. Bucket and 
Forks. Enclosed cab 
with A/C. Very Clean. 
$39,500 Call 719-850-
1143. (11/28/23)



Comics

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE

GARFIELD

HERMAN

FRANK & ERNEST

PEANUTS

ARLO & JANIS

ALLEY OOP

THE BORN LOSER

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

THE GRIZZWELLS

BIG NATE

AbigAil  

VAn buren
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 DEAR ABBY: I’ve been 
with my husband, “Har-
ry,” for 10 years, married 
for four, and already I’d 
like a divorce. We have 
two small children. I’m a 
stay-at-home mom while 
he works and pays the 
bills.

 The problem is, he feels 
that because he works, 
he doesn’t have to do 
anything else. He doesn’t 
help around the house, 
help with the kids, spend 
time with us, nothing! I 
only ask that he do these 
things on his days off, but 
his days off are reserved 
strictly for himself. 

 Some days I could use 
a hand with our children. 
While I’m doing abso-
lutely everything, he just 
sits acting like he doesn’t 
hear or see what’s going 
on in front of him. Even 
after seeing me becoming 
overwhelmed and frus-
trated, he won’t help me. 

 I’ve had a thousand 
conversations with him 
about stepping up more 
when he’s home, but it 
goes in one ear and out 
the other. I’d rather be 
single than have him just 
sit around when he’s home 
because “he pays for ev-
erything.” Am I wrong to 
feel this way? I need help. 
-- OUT OF BALANCE IN 
NORTH CAROLINA

 DEAR OUT OF BAL-
ANCE: Offer your hus-
band a choice. Either 
the two of you talk with 

a marriage and family 
therapist to help rid him 
of his selective deafness, 
or you hire someone to 
help with the heavier 
chores he’s unwilling to 
do. If he balks, remind 
him that you know he’s 
tired of your nagging and 
it would be cheaper than 
a divorce. 

 DEAR ABBY: I have 
been with my wife for 
23 years, married 19 of 
them. We have two grown 
children, ages 22 and 20. 
I recently realized she’s 
still in love with the guy 
she dated just before me. 
How did I find out? Well, 
one day my wife and 
I were watching a TV 
show together, and out 
of nowhere, she asked 
me my opinion on open 
marriages. 

 I gave her a vague 
answer and started in-
vestigating why she asked 
me that question. That’s 
when I discovered text 
messages, phone calls 
and her diary for the last 
nine months. As far as I 
can tell, they haven’t had 
sex yet, but she wants 
to. I did not confront 
her about it. I felt bad 
for invading her privacy, 
but then again, she was 
being sneaky. I need to 
know if I should stay or 
go. -- UNCOVERED IN 
PENNSYLVANIA

 DEAR UNCOVERED: 
Copy those texts and her 
diary. Then have a talk 

with your wife and ask 
her why she asked about 
your feelings on open 
marriage, because it was 
out of character. After she 
answers, say you have 
been thinking about her 
question and STRONGLY 
feel your marriage should 
be monogamous. THEN 
tell her you have seen the 
calls, texts and diary, and 
if she wants to have sex 
with her old boyfriend, 
you will file for divorce.

 DEA R READERS: 
Time flies! Daylight sav-
ing time ends at 2 a.m. 
Sunday. Don’t forget to 
turn your clocks back one 
hour at bedtime tonight. 
While you’re at it, be sure 
to put fresh batteries in 
your carbon monoxide and 
smoke detectors. -- LOVE, 
ABBY

Husband does nothing at 
home but pay the bills
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Lifestyle

By LYNDSIE 

FERRELL

CREEDE — The 

Creede School District’s 

Government Class re-

cently organized a Meet 

the Candidates Night. 

Two incumbents and 

one newcomer are on the 

Nov. 7 ballot, running 

for two seats. All three 

attended the forum that 

was open to the public.

For the past several 

years, students with the 

Government Class have 

hosted a Meet the Can-

didate Night, giving the 

community the opportu-

nity to hear from their 

local candidates and for 

candidates to learn the 

issues and topics of in-

terest form the commu-

nity. Students, with the 

help of teacher Teresa 

Wall, prepare the event, 

gather questions, and 

keep the forum going 

during the event.

It began with intro-

ductions of the candi-

dates beginning with 

incumbent candidate 

Creede School Board 

President Casey Adel-

man. Adelman stated 

that he was first elected 

to the board in 2018.

“We have dealt with 

many issues since I was 

elected to the board, and 

I have never regretted it 

once. I have three stu-

dents in the school and 

another one coming up. 

It feels very important 

to be involved at the be-

ginning and that is why 

I got involved to begin 

with,” Adelman said.

Adelman finished 

by saying that he has 

worked through several 

goals with the current 

board and would like to 

see others come to frui-

tion.

“We have achieved a 

lot of the goals we set but 

I would like to see the 

others finished,” he said.
Incumbent Vice Presi-

dent Kara Brittain was 

next to introduce her-

self, saying that she 

grew up in the Valley as 

the daughter of an edu-

cator which has prompt-

ed her to be involved as 

an adult.

“I was appointed to 

the board a few years 

ago and then elected to 

the board after that. I 

feel like I have served 

the board with a lot of 

openness and integrity. 

I believe in listening 

and finding solutions to 

issues,” Brittain said.

The third candidate, 

Lori Heinrich, said she 

began coming to Creede 

in the mid-70s for sum-

mer vacations and then 

moved to the area five 

years ago.

“Two of my children 

are in the school and 

I am a mom of four. I 

have had children in 

the school system for 

27 years and when we 

came to Creede I began 

working as a sub for 

this district. I feel that 

I have an inside under-

standing of the job and 

feel the school is a cru-

cial part of the founda-

tion of our community,” 

Heinrich said.

After the initial intro-

ductions, the forum was 

opened for questions 

from the public which 

began with a request to 

give some educational 

background from each 

candidate.

Adelman said he at-

tended Colorado North-

western Community 

College (CNCC) in 

Rangely, where he re-

ceived his associate de-

gree in applied science. 

He also earned his com-

mercial pilot’s certifi-

cate with instrument 

and multi-engine rat-

ings, and his Certified 

Flight Instructor Cer-

tificate with instrument 

instructor rating. Adel-

man also serves on the 

Creede Volunteer Fire 

Department.

Brittain was a 

Boettcher Scholar — 

competitive full-ride 

scholarship offered to 

resident students of 

Colorado — and gradu-

ated from Denver Uni-

versity Magna Cum 

Laude with a bachelor’s 

of fine arts. Her passion 

for education started 

early in her childhood. 

Her mother was a teach-

er for 27 years, and will 

soon begin her fifth year 

as principal of Sargent 

High School. Brittain 

has also served with the 

Creede Early Learning 

Center and other com-

munity activities, in-

cluding owning her own 

business. 

Heinrich graduated 

from Longview High-

school in Longview, 

Texas, and was a Na-

tional Boren Scholar 

and attended college, 

having left a year before 

she graduated which 

remains one of her life 

regrets. Heinrich has 

worked in biotech firms 

and civil engineering 

firms for several years. 

As the wife of an Air-

force pilot, Heinrich has 

a rich background in 

odd jobs throughout her 

career, having moved 

to several locations 

through the years. 

The next question 

posed by a member of 

the public was how re-

ligious and political in-

fluences have begun to 

amplify a lot of school 

board elections and the 

focus has shifted away 

from students and how 

each candidate felt 

about the current ten-

sions throughout dis-

tricts nationwide. 

Brittain was the first 

to respond saying, “My 

first gut reaction to the 

question is that the best 

way for a school board 

to adhere to the job of 

the school board is to 

stick to policy and try 

our best to follow state 

law as those changes 

come down the pipe. 

I think the job of the 

school board is to follow 

policy and to interpret 

the policy to the best of 

our ability and to imple-

ment all the various 

components to follow the 

policy. Creede is such a 

wonderful place that is 

a melting pot of so many 

vast and varied opinions 

and perspectives and 

I do think our children 

are being raised in such 

a wonderful area. Our 

job as a school board is 

to encourage all of those 

different voices to be 

heard.”

Adelman was next to 

respond saying, “I think 

the bottom line is re-

spect. In our mission 

statement, we have the 

word inclusive. We don’t 

discriminate people’s 

beliefs and it comes 

down to respect. We 

don’t treat someone dif-

ferent because of what 

they believe or their 

sexual orientation.”

Heinrich was the last 

to respond saying, “The 

job of a school board is 

first and foremost to 

educate our children. I 

think that secondarily is 

to prepare them for the 

world they are entering, 

and I think that in order 

to do that, it is impera-

tive that we listen, that 

we seek to understand 

and that we are knowl-

edgeable about what the 

law requires of us as an 

educational institution 

and that we prioritize 

the academic advance-

ment of our students.”

Several other ques-

tions were posed to the 

panel throughout the 

night. Election Day is 

Nov. 7.

Photos By Lyndsie 
Ferrell 

The Creede 
School District 

Government 
Class hosted a 

Meet the Candi-
dates Night for 

the coming elec-
tion. Community 

members, par-
ents, and district 

staff gathered 
at the school on 

Wednesday, Oct. 25 to hear from local candidates — incumbents Casey Adelman and 
Kara Brittain, and newcomer Lori Heinrich. Two seats are open on the board.

Creede School hosts Meet 
the Candidates Night


