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It Doesn’t grow on trees. 
But it might with this rate!

4.25% APY*
For 13 month Certificate of Deposit *Annual Pertenlage Yield (APY} is accurate as of 8/15/23. Substantial penalty for early withdrawal. CD will automatically renew at the end of the term for 12 months. Fees on account may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to open is $500. Minimum balance required to earn the APY is $500.

4.25% 
APY*

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 
County Clerk and Recorder’s 
Office will be closed for regular 
business on Tuesday, Nov. 7, for the 
Coordinated Mail Ballot Election. 
The office will be open for election 
purposes only and will reopen on 
Wednesday, Nov. 8, for regular 
business.

All registered electors are 
encouraged to vote their Ballots 
they receive in the mail. The ballots 
may be mailed to the County Clerk’s 
Office or hand delivered to the drop 
box at 8999 Independence Way by 
7 p.m. on Nov. 7. Ballots received 
after that time will not be counted.

For more information, call 
the Alamosa County Clerk and 
Recorder’s Office at 719-589-6681.

Bobolicious grand 
opening Nov. 1

MONTE VISTA — A grand 
opening and ribbon cutting for 
Bobolicious Gourmet Coffee will 
be held from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1, with the ribbon 
cutting at 10 a.m.  at 139 Adams St., 
Monte Vista. Free coffee and baked 
goods will be available. Special coffees 
and coffee specials — 20-50 percent 
off — will be available for purchase.

There will be “Coffee and 
Conversation.” The event is being 
organized by the Monte Vista 
Chamber of Commerce.

Alamosa County 
online tax lien sale 

Nov. 6-8
ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

County Treasurer’s Office is hosting 
the annual online tax lien sale on 
Nov. 6-8. The APY for investors this 
year is 15%.

Registration is open until 4 p.m. 
on Oct. 31. More information is 
available online at alamosacounty.
org, departments, treasurer, tax lien 
sale, or by calling 719-589-3626.

Alamosa Clerk and 
Recorder’s Office 

election hours

By MARIE MCCOLM
CENTER — Center Consolidated 

School District staff and students 
gathered Monday, Oct. 23, on the 
football field to make a heartfelt 
video for beloved staff member Steve 
Martinez, who was diagnosed with 
cancer and is in hospice care. 

Students and teachers carried blue 
and white balloons, led by the Center 
Vikings mascot onto the field for the 
video. 

Some students held signs up with 
well wishes for Martinez as a camera 
drone flew overhead. Others made 
human letters together on the field 

while the drone took pictures.
In September, a benefit dinner 

was also held for Martinez, to help 
with his medical expenses. Katrina 
Ruggles organized the dinner that 
raised $3,299 for Martinez.

“Steve handles all our discipline 
support for teachers and students,” 
Ruggles said. “He is a really kind, 
helpful, leader and mentor for our 
students and staff. He is an overall 
beloved member of our school 
community. He has had cancer for 
a while now. His cancer had gotten 
better but then came back. He is 

Photo by Marie Mccolm

Center Consolidated School District staff and students walk on Monday, Oct. 23, to the football field to make a 
heartfelt video for beloved staff member Steve Martinez, who was diagnosed with cancer and is in hospice care.

Center school students, staff support beloved staff member

Please see SUPPORT on Page 2A

By MARIE MCCOLM
CRESTONE — Approximately 

20 people participated in the fourth 
Annual Crestone Firewood Fiesta on 
Sunday, Oct. 22. The event was held at 
19850 Camino Del Oro Rd. in Crestone.

The 20 volunteers chopped the 
wood and piled it for the Community 
Firewood Program.

Business Advisor Donovan Spitzman 
spoke about the Fiesta and the program, 
the beginning of the program, and how 
it benefits the community.

“The Community Firewood 
Program is a product of the Crestone 
Energy Exchange,” Spitzman said. 
“The Crestone Energy Exchange was 
created as an extension of the Crestone 
Energy Fair.  The community Firewood 
Program basically ensures that nobody 

in the community will be without 
firewood for the winter.”

It grew and morphed from the 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors program, 
according to Spitzman.

“We heard they were buying retail 
wood for their emergency program 
for like $5,000 to $6,000 every year. 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors is a 
grant and community funded program. 
Which means the community is 
spending $5,000 every year to buy 
their neighbor’s wood. I have a business 

Approximately 20 people 
participated in the fourth Annual 

Crestone Firewood Fiesta on 
Sunday, Oct. 22.
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Neighbors help neighbors at Firewood Fiesta

Please see FIESTA on Page 2A

A Center Elementary second-
graders tries on firefighter gear 
during a visit to the Center Fire 
Department on Oct. 18.

Courtesy photos

Center Elementary second-graders visited the Center Fire Department on Wednesday, Oct. 18, for Fire 
Safety Month.

Center second-graders 
learn about fire safety 

from firefighters
By MARIE MCCOLM

CENTER — Center Elementary 
second-graders visited the Center 
Fire Department on Wednesday, 
Oct. 18, for Fire Safety Month. 

Elementary teacher Christine 
Mikeljack said it is something the 
second-graders have been doing 
for the past three years.

“The f irefighters show the 
kiddos various things,” Mikeljack 

said. “They take the kids through 
the stop, drop, and roll technique. 
The firefighters also talk to the 
kids about what to do, in the 
instance a firefighter would need 
to come into their house. They let 
the kids know that they should 
run toward the firefighter and not 
away from them. They allow the 
students to also try on the gear. 

Please see SAFETY on Page 6A

Rep. 
Martinez 
seeking

re-election 
in 2024

Please see MARTINEZ on Page 6A

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
DENVER — In a press release sent 

to the Valley Courier, Representative 
Matt Martinez (D) has announced 
his intention to run for re-election in 
November 2024. He represents District 
62, which includes all six counties in 
the San Luis Valley as well as Huerfano 
and Pueblo.

Martinez is a 7th generation Colorado 
native, a Veteran of the United States 
Marine Corps where he served during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and an alumni 
of Adams State University.

Martinez was first elected to represent 
Colorado House District 62 in 2022. He 
was appointed as the Vice Chair of the 
House Education Committee and sits 
on the House Agriculture, Water and 
Natural Resources Committee and the 
Joint Select Committee on Rising Rate 
Increases.
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Obituaries

Longtime resident Marvin Lee 
Davis, 89, passed away on Oct. 19, 
2023, at the Parkview Hospital in 
Pueblo, Colo.

Marvin was born on Dec. 20, 1933, 
to PH “Bud” and Ethel (Coop) Davis 
in Monte Vista, Colo. Marvin married 
Helen Anderson on Aug. 29, 1954, 
at the St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 
Monte Vista, Colo. They were married 
for 69 years and were able to raise a 
family and travel. 

Marvin enjoyed being a farm 
machinery salesman for most of his 
life throughout the San Luis Valley, 
and enjoyed all the people he came 
in contact with. He was an active 
board member of Tri-County Senior 
Citizen, a former Jaycee of Monte 
Vista, a member and President of the 
Kiwanis Club of Center, and his entire 
life an active member of the St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Monte Vista. He 
also enjoyed hunting and fishing and 

Marvin Lee Davis

was known for always having a full 
creel at Santa Maria Reservoir.

Marvin is survived by his wife Helen, 
his children; Janet Spruce of Mansfield, 
Texas, Daniel and (Barbara) Davis, of 
Monte Vista, Colo., and Cindy Davis of 
Brighton, Colo., eight grandchildren, 

Alfred Theodore Schaak, Sr., 
passed away peacefully at his home 
on Oct. 19, 2023, at the age of 95. 
He was  surrounded by love from 
his family.

Alfred was born in Monte Vista, 
Colo., at the Monte  Vista Hospital 
to Adolph T. Schaak and Mary Van 
Treese Schaak on Aug. 23, 1928. He 
was their miracle baby.

Alfred farmed for many years of 
life until he joined the Monte Vista 
COOP, where he provided propane 
services to so many around the San 
Luis Valley. If you knew Alfred, you 
knew he carried a bag of yummy 
suckers in his truck to give to all his 
customers and their children. Alfred 
retired with the Monte Vista COOP 
after 33 years of service.

Alfred loved the outdoors. He 
always had one of the best-looking 
gardens. He also loved to ride 
motorcycles  and snowmobiles. 
Alfred was also a member and past 
president of a 4-Wheeling club. He 
was a past member  of the Monte 

Vista Elks, a member of the Silver 
Threaders  Snow Mobile Club. He 
liked hunting, fishing, camping and 
roasting weenies and marshmallows 
over a campfire.  He was an avid 
Denver Broncos fan.

Alfred was preceded in death by his 
wife, Betty A Schaak, mother of eight 
of his children, his parents, Adolph T. 
Schaak and Mary Van Treese-Schaak, 
his children, Danny Schaak, Robert 
Schaak, Cynthia Schaak (infant), 
Terri Holman and Michael Schaak.

He is survived by his wife, Betty 
Worley-Schaak, his children, 
Rodney Schaak, Grand Junction, 
Colo., Karen  Schaak, Alamosa, 
Colo., Michele Schaak, Alamosa, 
Colo.,  Alfred (Allison) Schaak 
Jr. ,  Monte Vista,  Colo. ,  and 
Alan  (Marcia) Schaak, Krugerville, 
Texas,  his 11 grandchildren, 
four step-grandchildren and 23 great-
grandchildren. He was loved by his 
family, and he will be greatly missed.

Services were held Monday, Oct. 
23, at 11 a.m. at Rogers Mortuary 

Alfred Theodore Schaak, Sr.

five great- grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, and his brother Leo (Jane) 
Davis, and brother-in-law Ken (Dallas) 
Anderson.

Marvin was preceded in death by 
both of his parents, his parents-in-law 
Harry and Ruth Anderson, his sister 
and brother-in-law Betty and Wayne 
Jefferson, his brother-in-law Wayne 
Anderson, his infant son Stephen, and 
his son-in-law Bill Spruce.

A Funeral Service will be held 1 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 27, 2023, at the 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Monte 
Vista, Colo. Interment to follow at 
Monte Vista Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to MV 
Ambulance or St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church toward youth activities.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in care 
of the arrangements. To leave online 
words of comfort, condolences, and 
remembrances for Marvin’s family, 
please visit www.RogersFunerals.com.

in Monte Vista, Colo., with burial to 
follow at the San Luis Valley Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to 
the Hospice del Valle, who assisted 
the family with Alfred’s care.

Rogers Family Mortuary is in 
care of arrangements, to leave 
online condolences, tributes, and 
words of comfort, please visit www.
RogersFunerals.com.

Why the Forest Service? 
Land Water
and People

By Kelly Defaye

Until recently, if you’d asked me what 
a forest ranger looked like, I’d have told 
you it’s the guy with the funny hat, 
collecting campground fees and telling 
you what you can’t do in the forest. My 
only interaction with Forest Service 
personnel was when I went in to buy 
my Christmas tree permit once a year, 
and even then, I’d done that online the 
past couple of years.

Then I started working here at the 
Divide Ranger Station in Del Norte 
and discovered there are a lot of people 
behind that front desk, most of whom 
are not Rangers. They supervise the 
range lands, the resources, the roads, 
and the recreational facilities. They 
watch over the wildfire situations and 
the plants and animals. And yes, there 
are a few who collect campground fees 
and others who tell you what you can’t 
do in the forest, although no one wears 
the funny hat anymore besides Smokey.

What’s the point? Why do we need 
all that? The answer for me is best 
illustrated in a story shared by former 
Rio Grande National Forest Supervisor 
Dan Dallas. Years ago, he had been part 
of an inter-agency project to provide 
aid to Ethiopia. In the 80s, a political 
decision there had required large groups 
of citizens to gather in one place. When 
they did, they took their livestock with 
them, and while they were gathered 
so densely, the livestock grazed the 
land, severely depleting the organic 
matter and rendering the land infertile. 
Decades later, the land had still not 
recovered, and the livestock and people 
were starving. A veterinary effort had 

been made to help improve livestock 
health, but until the land was healed, 
nothing living there could thrive.

This is Who We Are, a Forest Service 
publication states: “As a Federal agency 
in service to the American people, the 
Forest Service cares for shared natural 
resources in ways that promote lasting 
economic, ecological, and social 
vitality.” In other words, the Forest 
Service strives to manage the resources 
in the National Forests and Grasslands 
to serve a wide variety of uses and ensure 
that those resources are available for a 
long time to come. Sustainability is the 
key here. And yes, sometimes ensuring 
sustainability requires actions that 
someone disagrees with. In fact, every 
decision and action taken or untaken 
by the Forest Service has the potential 
to be disagreed with by someone. OHV 
drivers want more trails and terrain 
while wildlife enthusiasts want less 
noise, and ranchers just want their cows 
to graze in peace. And the Forest Service 
is the agency tasked with finding the 
solution that best fits everyone’s needs.

So, what is the solution that best fits 
everyone’s needs? I don’t know, but I do 
know if we want our National Forests to 
be around for our grandkids to enjoy, 
we’re all going to have to be a part of 
the solution.

Respect the land and the creatures 
that live there, it’s their home, we’re just 
visiting. Keep vehicles on designated 
roads and trails to avoid damaging 
fragile plants. Believe it or not, those 
little meadow grasses play an important 
role in the forest ecosystem. And of 

course, it’s safer. People get stuck when 
they take jeeps down motorcycle trails. 
Practice Leave No Trace principles. 
We’ve all come across the unpleasant 
sight of broken bottles and rusted cans 
at campsites, or worse, used toilet paper. 
Don’t be that guy.

Respect other uses and the people 
around you. If you come to a gate across 
the road that says, “Please Close the Gate”, 
please close the gate. The rancher whose 
cows stay where they are supposed to 
will be grateful. And speaking of cows, 
they’re actually good for the land, so 
stepping over a few cowpies on the trail 
is a small price to pay.

The situation in Ethiopia was a 
good example of the damage caused 
by extreme use: too many cows, too 
many OHVs, too many woodcutters 
or hunters or whatever it may be will 
cause deterioration that may be hard 
to reverse. So, let’s all take ownership 
of our public lands, and protect them 
so that they may continue to provide 
so many services to us and remain the 
beautiful, abundant places they are now.

Kelly Defaye is the San Juan Mountains 
Association’s Visitor Information 
Coordinator for the Rio Grande National 
Forest. Having grown up in the San Luis 
Valley, she has always considered the 
surrounding mountains her happy place.

getting some treatments, but it’s really 
expensive and we really wanted to 
support him.”

Media teacher Alondra Maldonado 
was a big part of the process in making 
the video at the school.

“As staff we decided that we wanted 
to put together some get well wishes for 
Steve and have anybody who wanted 
to do a message for him, to come out. 
We asked teachers, and we thought 
the kids should say something as well. 
We had a lot of people who were very 
emotional, and it was going to be hard. 
We had a lot of people say, we want 
to say something, but we can’t get it 
together, just too emotional.”

Maldonado said one of her video 
students said they should do a hype-
up video for Martinez instead of 
something sad.

“Lets pump him up with energy and 
positivity. So, very quickly, we shifted 
from just individuals, to speaking with 
all the teachers and the principal, and 
everybody to say yes, do what you 
need to do. We had so many students 
say we want to do this. They also 

wanted to bring balloons and make 
signs. Just wonderful, positive things 
for Steve,” Maldonado said.

Maldonado said that knowing 
Martinez’s strength and faith, they 
wanted the video to be full of strength 
and faith.

“He is part of us. He is family to 
us. We want the kids and everyone 
to know that we are still fighting for 
him. We won’t give up,” Maldonado 
said. “Right now, I still have kids in 
my room working on getting videos 
done and downloaded for him. The 
turnaround on a video sometimes is 
3 days to a week. I am asking my kids 
to turn around a video in like 3 hours. 
In my mind the hope is that he can see 
some of it, see these videos and some 
miracles can happen. We still have 
hope for him. We don’t want any of 
this to be a goodbye that is not what 
this video, what these videos mean. 
We won’t give up fighting for Steve.” 

Approximately 250 people, 
including students and staff, took 
part in the video. Plenty of tears were 
shed for Martinez.

SUPPORT Continued from Page 1A

background so when I looked at this, I 
was like woah, we have a legit need in the 
community and firewood should not 
be a $5,000 line item on your budget.”

Spitzman said he sat down with a 
spreadsheet, and started rounding some 
numbers and made some phone calls, 
looking at it as if it were a business.

“I looked at it as if we bought logs, 
and started our own little business, 
what we would have to do to make it 
work,” Spitzman said. “I mean it just 
all worked out. Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors bought in, with an initial 
investment of what they used as their 
normal contribution of $5,000. They 
gave that to us. The county gave us 
another $5,000 for equipment. Last 
year, I was able to secure a federal grant 
for wood banks that bought us a trailer, 
and another load of wood as a backup 
for our cash flow.”

Spitzman said that at this point, they 
did not have to ask Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors for any more money, except 
that initial capital investment of $5,000 
almost four years ago.

Spitzman said this was possible 
because of the help of the volunteers 
year in and year out.

“We have about 20 people here today 
that are really helping out,” Spitzman 
said. “You can see them cutting up 

all this wood just to help out. This is 
what you call community, the work, 
teamwork, all of this at its best. This 
program is honestly collaborative, but 
it has so many parts to it. You have 
all these community members that 
are willing to help out. We have these 
organizations and grants that helped 
make all this possible. We have this 
program that ensures that nobody goes 
without firwood. This is all just great.”  

Spitzman said that it was apparent that 
people were doing this for themselves 
and for others.

“I had a guy out here this past 
weekend,” Spitzman said. “Apparently 
where he lives in his little area, two 
single moms moved in recently. He 
approached me and said I have two 
single moms and they have no idea if 
they are going to need wood. So, he 
came out and said can I come out and 
work and help them out. So, he came 
out and worked all day, he crushed it all 
day. He cut up a big pile and even more, 
and just hung out with us. He asked is 
that enough to help them, I was like 
heck yeah, no worries we got them. We 
appreciated his work. This is still about 
neighbors helping neighbors really.” 
For more information on the Crestone 
Energy Exchange, visit their website at 
crestoneenergyexchange.org.

FIESTA Continued from Page 1A
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Letter

Opinion & Editorial

By MEGAN LANG
Tu Casa Program Director

Tu Casa, Inc. is a nonprofit, that 
provides free, confidential, bilingual 
advocacy, and outreach services to 
children and adult victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, stalking, human 
trafficking, and child sexual abuse 
throughout the SIX rural counties of 
the San Luis Valley. Tu Casa, Inc. strives 
to ensure our services are trauma-
informed, person-centered, and 
interactions with clients are founded 
in an empowerment philosophy.

Tu Casa, Inc. recognizes the choice to 
leave an abusive partner can be difficult 
— and sometimes — our clients simply 
aren’t ready to leave their partners, 
but still want to find a way to be safe 
in their homes and relationships. As a 
primary service offered, Tu Casa, Inc. 
staff work diligently to create safety 
plans with every survivor we meet. 
Often, when survivors are in abusive 
relationships, they feel powerless, 
because their partners use abusive 
behaviors to gain and maintain power 
and control over them. Creating a 
safety plan can help survivors take 
back control over their situation by 
allowing them to identify if they are 
in a dangerous relationship, providing 
them with tips on how to how to stay 
safe, and assisting them in preparations 
to leave an abusive relationship should 
they choose to do so.

What makes a relationship 
dangerous? 

All relationships are unique, but 
abusive relationships tend to share 
similar patterns of power and control 
being exerted over one individual. There 
are several ways power and control can 
be exerted and it looks different in 
every relationship. However, research 
on abusive relationships has shown 
there are several patterns of abusive 
behavior that can be considered a 
“lethality indicator”. Lethality signifies 
a situation that could cause extreme 
harm or death to an individual. 
By learning about these lethality 
indicators through conversations 

with advocates, survivors become 
empowered to predict whether or 
not their abusive relationship might 
become lethal.

What are examples of lethality 
indicators? 

The list of lethality indicators can 
be lengthy, but here are a few major 
lethality indicators: 

• Strangulation. Has your partner 
ever put their hands, arms, or other 
body parts around your neck and 
applied pressure, cutting off your 
air flow? Most people use the term 
“choking” to describe this behavior, but 
there’s a difference between the terms 
choking and strangulation. Choking 
describes when something is stuck 
internally in your esophagus, limiting 
or prohibiting your ability to breathe. 
Strangulation describes something 
much more insidious; strangulation is 
when someone or something applies 
external force to neck, cutting off 
air flow or blood flow to your brain. 
Strangulation is one of the most 
intimate forms of domestic violence, 
as your life becomes dependent on the 
actions of your partner.  

• Gun ownership. We live in a rural 
valley; we know most people have 
guns in the home either as a method 
of self-defense or for hunting. But did 
you know that having guns in the home 
increases the risk of being murdered 
by your abuser by five times?  

• Stalking. Stalking is defined as a 
pattern of behavior meant to make a 
reasonable person fearful of another 
individual.  Perpetrators of abuse often 
harass their victims or make threats to 
make you fear for the safety of yourself 
or your family. 

• Leaving or attempting to leave an 
abusive relationship. Research shows 
that when a survivor is ready to end an 
abusive relationship, the risk of being 
murdered by their abuser increases 
significantly. This is because the 
perpetrator feels a loss of power and 
control over the survivor and they may 
exert deadly force to try to regain it. A 
question you might want to ask when 

creating a safety plan may include: “what 
threats has the perpetrator made to me 
if I’ve attempted to leave in the past?” 

If you’ve experienced any of these 
lethality indicators in your relationship, 
we hope you’ll consider reaching out 
to Tu Casa, Inc. for help creating a 
safety plan. Tu Casa, Inc. recognizes 
survivors are the experts of their own 
relationships, and we urge you to trust 
your own instincts. If you feel you may 
need help determining if you’re in an 
abusive relationship, or if you’re in need 
of help to feel safe again, Tu Casa, Inc. 
is here to help.

Creating a Safety Plan
A safety plan is a personalized 

document that includes ways you can 
remain safe while in a relationship, 
planning to end a relationship, or after 
you leave a relationship. Tu Casa, Inc. 
likes to describe these documents as 
“living”, meaning they grow and adapt 
as needed, as your relationship or 
situation changes. Safety plans often 
include ways to stay emotionally safe, 
financially safe, and physically safe.

Tu Casa, Inc. isn’t here to tell you 
what to do, but we’re here to help you 
determine the best plan of action for 
your own situation. We recognize every 
relationship is different, so every safety 
plan is going to be different too!

Well thought out safety plans will 
include all the important information 
you need and will help you walk 
through several possible scenarios, 
unique to your own lived experience. 
It may seem silly to plan it all out, 
but when we’re in crisis situations, 
sometimes our brain doesn’t allow us to 
make logical decisions in the moment, 
so having a written safety plan to look 
back on can be helpful.

If you’re ready to make a safety 
plan, reach out to Tu Casa, Inc. via 
our 24-hour hotline at 719-589-2465 
and ask to speak with an advocate. 
Advocates and volunteers are ready 
24/7 to work with you if you have 
questions regarding your safety and 
to offer guidance to anyone who wants 
help creating their own safety plan.

The great escape
Many of you probably remember 

the movie “The Great Escape” 
produced back in 1963 and had a 
star-studded cast like no other films 
before or since. Steve McQueen 
was the main protagonist in the 
movie and his motorcycle stunts 
are still talked about today.

He was all man for sure and 
always did most of his own stunts 
in any film he was in. Tragically he 
died at age 50 and I guess the old 
saying “only the good die young” 
was true in his case, at least.

This past weekend just so 
happened to be Grand #1’s 
birthday and we celebrated all 
weekend long. Saturday she felt 
the urge to get poor old Grandpa 
up on a pair of roller skates at the 
local rink. It had been about two 
years since the last time I went 
with the grands and way back 
then I did pretty good. This time 
however was a horse of a different 
color. I was shaky, wobbly, and just 
could not seem to get the hang of 
it. About my third trip around the 
rink my wrist began to ache, and 
I was reminded of when I fell on 
the jetty at South Padre and how 
bad that hurt. This sent me to the 
sidelines as Ol’ Dutch is in the 
middle of building a house and 
I cannot afford to be hurt. Now 
before you make too much fun of 
me for quitting like that, let me 
tell you that soon my son Bubs 
also took the bench as he said he 
could not afford to be hurt either.

Of course, his wife Tinkerbell 
the dancer, skated forward and 
backward and sideways all over 
that rink and laughed at us for our 
cowardice.

Right out of Shakespeare 
however comes some wisdom 
that addresses those actions, and a 
slight warping of the actual quote 
says, “discretion is the better part of 
valor.” Meaning don’t be brave and 
skate and get hurt trying to look 
cool. So, we survived without any 
pain and even Miss Trixie skated 
until all the wild rollers drove her to 
the sidelines with their roller derby, 
bumper car skating techniques.

The next day meant more 
birthday fun and we went to an 
Escape Room. Now for those of 
you that do not know what that 
is you basically pay a lotta money 
to be locked in a room to solve 
puzzles to get out. I know, right? 
Grand #1 chose the Mad Scientist 

experience and soon we were all 
locked in a tiny room trying to 
solve a mystery about some virus 
and needing to find the antidote, 
so we didn’t all die. We were given 
one hour to figure it out and they 
all dove into it like lemmings over 
the proverbial cliff. They scurried 
around like rats in a sinking ship all 
the while a running clock showed 
us just how much time we had left 
to solve the mystery.

Cooper and I sat over on a chair 
and watched the madness as they 
tried to unravel the clues. They 
were pretty good at it and Miss 
Trixie dove in like the senior crowd 
at the local buffet. She loved it. 
Finally with four minutes to spare 
they found the last clue and got us 
out of the room just in time to miss 
being infected by the virus and all 
dying a miserable death.

Toward the end of the experience 
when we feared time would run 
out, Grand #1 came and sat on my 
lap and told me goodbye and we 
fake cried about our failing to solve 
the puzzle and our impending 
death. She is always good for a 
laugh for sure. And true to her 
nature to cheat at games, she always 
wanted to hit the button on the wall 
for tips on progress.

If you get a chance to go to one 
of these rooms for your own “great 
escape” my suggestion is don’t. It’s 
too much like detention in high 
school where you have to perform 
certain tasks to gain your freedom. 
You can thank me later.

Kevin Kirkpatrick and his Yorkie, 
Cooper, fish, hunt, ATV, or hike daily. 
His email is Kevin@TroutRepublic.
com. Additional news can be found 
at www.troutrepublic.com.

Trout Republic
by Kevin Kirkpatrick

Safety planning
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Editor,
Saguache County Board of 

Commissioners have voted to 
oppose proposition HH, a measure 
on the upcoming November ballot.

If  approved by voters,  this 
measure would greatly impact the 
next 10 years of budgets for county 
governments as they rely largely and 
sometimes solely on property taxes 
as their revenue source.

O u r  S a g u a c h e  C o u n t y 
constituents request improvements 
to  t r ansp or t at ion ,  hous i ng , 

public safety, and other services, 
and we, the Saguache County 
Commissioners are concerned that 
Prop HH could reduce our local 
governments’ ability to respond to 
these public expectations, unfunded 
mandates, and additional regulatory 
requirements.

If Proposition HH were to pass it 
would mandate reductions in local 
property taxes for at least 10 years, 
resulting in billions of dollars of lost 
revenue for county governments 
without any reduction in service 

obligations.
Saguache County Commissioners 

said, “Prop HH will have a long-term 
negative effect on TABOR with a 
minimal short-term benefit.”

Property taxes are crucial for 
county governments to provide 
services, facilities and infrastructure 
needed and desired by their 
communities for public health, 
welfare, and safety.

Lynne Thompson, Chairman
Liza Marron, Commissioner

Tom McCracken, Commissioner

Saguache County Board of 
Commissioners vote to oppose Prop HH
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Photo by Lyndsie Ferrell

Scarecrow Bash displays, like this one at Del Norte Bank, can be seen over Del Norte. The community can vote 
online for their favorites in both residential and business categories until Oct. 28.

Del Norte Chamber’s Scarecrow Bash hits town
for visitors and residents alike. 

Each contestant participating in the 
event receives bragging rights for the 
next year and a chance to help brighten 
the streets of Del Norte. The event is 
a great way to celebrate the end of 
summer and beginning of the chilly 
winter months in the Valley.

Through the next week, the chamber 
will be highlighting each participating 
display on their Facebook Page under 
Del Norte Chamber of Commerce 
and people are encouraged to vote for 
their favorite. There are two categories 
to vote for, favorite business display 
and favorite residential display! 
To vote, please visit the chamber’s 
Facebook page or by going to 
www.delnortechamberofcommerce.
wildapricot.org.

The Scarecrow Bash ends Oct. 
28 and winners will be announced 

shortly after. 
Next up for the chamber is the 

annual Parade of Lights held on Dec. 
15 this year. Though the event is a ways 
off, the chamber is seeking firework 
donations now to make the night even 
better. The event will feature business 
open houses, a presentation at the 
Rio Grande County Museum on the 
infamous “Christmas Camp, John C. 
Fremont’s Fatal Fourth Expedition,” 
several chances to enjoy warm 
beverages, bonfires, and a chance to 
meet Santa.

By Lyndsie Ferrell
DEL NORTE — Displays of 

pumpkins, skeletons and scarecrows 
of all shapes and sizes are hitting the 
streets in Del Norte for the annual 
Del Norte Chamber of Commerce 
Scarecrow Bash and now is the 
perfect time to take a drive or walk 

through town to vote for any one of 
the displays.

The chamber began this event 
several years ago to spruce up town for 
the fall season and promote different 
business and community involvement. 
The event has grown the last two years 
and has become an anticipated event 
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Eat, drink and shop with a 
purpose by supporting the 

locally owned businesses that 
bring variety, diversity, jobs 
and economic prosperity to 

our neighborhoods!

www.RGBank.bank

3416 Mariposa Street
Alamosa 

719-589-2536

901 First Avenue
Monte Vista 

719-852-5933

Member FDIC
Equal Housing 

Lender

By JOHN WATERS
SAN JUAN NATIONAL FOREST 

— Fire investigators have determined 
that lightning caused the Trail Springs 
Fire located 12 miles northwest 
of Pagosa Springs that ignited on 
Saturday.

The Trail Springs Fire is burning 
on thickly forested, sloped terrain 
above West Devil Creek, about 3 
miles northwest of Chris Mountain. 
Unseasonably warm temperatures 
and low humidity have contributed 
to aggressive fire behavior.

The cause of the Mill Creek Fire 
located 10 miles northeast of Pagosa 
Springs, is still under investigation.

According to the forest service 
and based on new overnight satellite 
mapping, the Trail Creek Fire is now 
521 Acres. The Mill Creek Fire is 
110 Acres.

Closure Notice: Forest Service 
Road 630 (The East Monument 
Road) has been closed due to 
increased fire activity and to provide 
access for firefighting apparatus. The 
closure is being set at the intersection 
of FS 630 and FS 629 (Turkey Springs 
Road).

A Temporary Flight Restriction 
order is in place over the Trail 
Springs Fire. Officials ask that drones 
not be flown in the area of the fire. 
The forest service notes, “If you fly, 
our firefighting aircraft may not be 
able to.

Fire smoke has drifted into the 
Valley and can be seen from as far east 
as the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.

Photo courtesy U.S. Forest Service

The Trail Springs Fire as seen in this photo from Sunday. 

Lightning strike sparks 
Trail Springs Fire

By MARIE MCCOLM
MONTE VISTA — A grand 

opening was held at The Salon on 
Saturday, Oct. 14. The Salon owner 
Corina Settle was all smiles as she cut 
the ribbon in front of her new shop 
at 258 Adams St. with her partner AJ 
Ryker Longseth.

The Monte Vista Chamber and the 
OptiMystics Citizen’s Action Network 
organized the event. 

Settle and Longseth both received 
a plaque from Monte Vista Chamber 
Board Member Gary Wilkinson and 
chamber manager Heather Hillin, with 
the name of their business on it.

Settle was excited for the opportunity 
to have a storefront.

“I haven’t been in business for 
two years because I was teaching 
cosmetology at the college. I came back 
and I can’t believe the people, I mean 
the welcome from them has been so 
good. I am excited,” she said.

Settle said she was in business in 
Del Norte 23 years ago. She said she 
started her business with $500 and did 
not know anyone in Del Norte. She 
remembers hearing from many people 
that she would never make it but that the 
words were never discouraging to her. 

She also owned a shop in South Fork, 
stating her current shop was her fifth.

“I have just moved forward. I have 
been in business for 21 years, and then 
went on to teach for 2 years, and now 
I have come back to the salon. Each 
business has been a salon just moving 
forward, and now we are here,” she said.

Settle said her partner was one of 
her students.

“AJ and I met there, and we talked 
about things,” she said. “I got to know 
her, and we decided to do it together. 
I trusted her. I saw how she did 
everything at the school. She did her 
homework, always did everything I 
told her to do. I saw that she did well 
and worked hard. Also, my daughter-
in-law Angela Vanderpool was one of 
my students, she is the nail tech here. 
So, it was wonderful to get both of them 
to start this. This is quite a journey.” 

Settle said she loves working with 
people and being behind the chair. 
She is hoping to put in a couple more 
stations at the salon and bring in more 
people to work.

“We are a full-service salon,” Settle 
said. “We do haircuts for men, women, 
and children. We do color. I also do 
skin care. AJ does eyelashes, and she 
does haircuts and a lot of color. We 
have pedicures, waxing, facials, and 
acrylic nails. Angela Vanderpool does 
nails. I am also thinking of doing like a 
Tuesday night after work haircut time. 
There’s a lot of people who need that 
after work. On Saturdays, we will be 
here for half a day, or possibly longer, 
depending on how the day turns out.”

Settle said she has a good crew to 
work with.

“We all respect each other and get 
along with each other. The other day 
we were a little slow and we were line 
dancing together. It was just a lot of 
fun,” she said. 

Settle said people have welcomed 
her back and she is happy about that.

Settle said opening the business 
felt right.

Photo by Marie Mccolm

A grand opening was held at The Salon on Saturday, Oct. 14. The Salon owner 
Corina Settle, left, and her partner AJ Ryker Longseth, right, cut the ribbon.

Grand opening held at 
The Salon in Monte Vista
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NOTICE OF BUDGET
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has been submitted to the Board of Directors 
of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District for the ensuing year of 2024; that a copy of such 
proposed budget has been filed in the office of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District where 
same is open for public inspection; and that such proposed budget will be considered at a 
Regular Meeting of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District Board of Directors to be held at 
296 Miles Street, Center, Colorado, on  November 8th, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.
Any interested elector of the San Luis Valley Irrigation District may inspect the proposed 
budget and file or register any objections thereto at any time prior to the final adoption of 
the Budget.
No. 1683 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 19 and 26 and 
November 2 and 9, 2023.

NOTICE OF ELECTION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and particularly to the electors of the San Luis Valley 
Irrigation District in Alamosa, Rio Grande and Saguache Counties, Colorado.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on Tuesday, the 5th day of 
December, 2023, between the hours of 8:00 o’clock a.m. and 6:00 o’clock p.m.  At that time, 
one (1) Director for Division III will be elected to serve one (1) 3-year term.

Nomination petitions are available from:

Amy S. Dean, District Secretary
296 Miles Street

Center, Colorado 81125
amy@slvid.org

Nomination petitions must be filed no later than Friday, the 3rd day of November, 2023, and 
no earlier than Friday, October 27, 2023.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications for absent voter’s ballots may be filed with 
the Secretary of the District at the above address not earlier than forty-five days (Friday, the 
20th day of October, 2023) before the election, not later than 4:00 o’clock p.m. on the Friday 
immediately preceding the election (Friday, the 1st of December, 2023).

San Luis Valley Irrigation District         
     By s/s           Amy S. Dean                

No. 1684 published in the Center Post Dispatch, Thursday, October 26, 2023.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
The SAN LUIS VALLEY IRRIGATION 

DISTRICT
will hold their annual meeting on 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023
at 1:00 PM in the 

Ski Hi Conference Center
(East End of Building)

Refreshments will be Provided
Please plan to attend!

No. 1685 published in the Center Post 
Dispatch, Thursday, October 26, 2023.

The kids also got to climb in and 
out of several of the fire trucks 
and the ambulance that was there. 
The kids really enjoyed it. They are 
still talking about it now, almost a 
week later.”

M i k e l j a c k  s a i d  t h a t  s h e 
incorporates some f ire safety 
activities for the children in class, 
usually the same week that the 
students are scheduled to visit the 
fire department.

“This year, we read a scholastic 
newspaper about firefighting. I also 
put together a little packet of fire 
safety games and worksheets for 
the kids to do, too,” Mikeljack said. 

Mikeljack said the kids got to 
spray the water hose.

“The kids were so excited, they 
got to spray the water hose this 
year, every single second-grader got 
to spray the hose,” Mikeljack said.

Mikeljack said at the end of the 
tour each child received a bag of 
treats from the firefighters.

“One of the best things that the 
kids were given in their treat bag 
was a sticker that they can put on the 

outside of their window at home, to 
alert firefighters that there are kids 
in that room. So, if there ever was 
a fire, the firefighters know to look 
for that sticker,” Mikeljack said. 

Mikeljack said that the tour was 
really nice and fun for the kids.

“The kids don’t know that they do 
it every year, but we do, and it’s cute 
to see how they have so much fun. 
The firefighters are always super 
kind, nice, and very patient with 
the students, too,” Mikeljack said.

Mikeljack said that the trip to the 
fire department went well.

“As a class we will do little thank 
you cards, and notes. The teachers 
will also do some kind of baking 
or some kind of a treat and take it 
to the firefighters to thank them,” 
Mikeljack said.

SAFETY Continued from Page 1A

“It’s been an honor and privilege to 
represent the people of the district and 
rural Colorado, and I want to continue 
being the voice for Southern Colorado 
that is much needed in Denver,” 
Martinez says.

Although Martinez has been in the 
legislature less than a year, his first year 
in office led to passage of meaningful 
legislation with significant bi-partisan 
support. 

He was the lead sponsor on HB-
1037, which grants early release from 
the Department of Corrections for 
non-violent offenders for certificates 
and degrees that they earn while 
incarcerated.

He also sponsored SB-205, 
establishing a $25 million dollar 
scholarship fund for high school seniors 
seeking a degree for in-demand job 
fields.

SB-291, another bill Martinez 
sponsored, added accountability for 

utility companies in response to the high 
natural gas rates citizens experienced in 
the winter of 2022.

Martinez also passed HB-1088 which 
provides Veterans in state nursing 
homes mental health resources at no 
cost to the Veteran.

HB-1093 allows for higher educational 
staff members to take sabbaticals without 
using their leave time.

Martinez also passed two bills that 
will provide enhanced, more easily 
understood data related to recidivism 
rates and re-entry programs currently 
being provided by the Colorado 
Department of Corrections and 
probation departments.

 “I am proud of the legislation that 
I have passed that will directly impact 
Southern Colorado,” Martinez says. 
“From ensuring that Veterans have 
improved mental health care that 
won’t cost them a dime to additional 
support for our rural higher education 

institutions and holding the utility 
companies accountable when it comes 
to rate increases, I’ve rolled up my 
sleeves and gotten to work for the people 
of Southern Colorado.  

“The work is far from over, and the 
San Luis Valley, Huerfano and Pueblo 
still need a strong voice in Denver. I 
want to continue to fight to ensure that 
Southern Colorado always has a voice 
and a seat at the table,” he said. 

Out of Martinez’s 10 bills that passed, 
80% were bi-partisan. He also had two 
bills that were passed unanimously out 
of both chambers, a rare feat for any 
legislator.

“I have dedicated my entire life 
to public service, to being the voice 
for the underserved, advocating and 
influencing change, and above all, 
listening to the needs of the people. I 
will continue to be your champion, your 
fighter and above all else, your voice in 
Denver,” he said.

Photo courtesy of Matt Martinez campaign

Rep. Matt Martinez with group of constituents. He is in the center of the front row. 

MARTINEZ Continued from Page 1A

CONTRIBUTED
The GFWC Woman’s Citizenship 

Club of Alamosa is having their “Fall 
Flavors and Fancies” Luncheon 
fundraising event from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 9, 
at the United Methodist Church, 
located on the corner of Murphy 
and Mullins Avenue in Alamosa. 

The “Flavors” includes a hearty 
vegetable soup or chili con carne, 
cornbread, a spinach salad with 
cranberries, walnuts, feta, and 
a delicious pumpkin dessert for 
only $15. As an added bonus, 
the “Fancies” will be a variety 
of creative baskets filled with 
wonderful  items avai lable  to 
purchase. This will be a perfect 
opportunity to shop for birthday 
or early Christmas gifts.

The funds wi l l  be used to 
support scholarships for women at 
Adams State University, Trinidad 
State College and the club’s many 
community projects. The tickets 
can be purchased by contacting 
Theresa Rudder at 719-588-7913 
or email womanscitzenshipclub@

gmail.com. There will only be 100 
tickets available, so be sure to get 
your ticket as soon as possible.

T h e  Wom an’s  C i t i z e ns h ip 
Club was established in 1922, is 
celebrating 100 years of Living the 
Volunteer Spirit in Alamosa and is a 
member of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs.  

The General  Federat ion of 
Women’s Clubs is a unifying force, 
bringing together local women’s 
clubs, with members dedicated to 
strengthening their communities 
and enhancing the lives of others 
through volunteer service. With 
nearly 80,000 members in affiliated 
clubs in every state and more 
than a dozen countries, GFWC 
members are community leaders 
who work locally to create global 
change by supporting the arts, 
preser ving natural  resources, 
advancing education, promoting 
healthy lifestyles, encouraging civic 
involvement, and working toward 
world peace and understanding.

For more information, visit www.
GFWC.org 

Fall Flavors and Fancies 
Luncheon set for Nov. 9

Public Notices

Public Notices
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Romans 8:37 (NIV) says, “…In 
all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.” 
But do we really know what it means to 
be more than a conqueror? I know it 
took many years for me to learn what it 
means and how to live the victorious life 
Jesus died to give us as believers.

I remember many years when I went 
to church faithfully every week, yet 
my private life was pathetic. It was so 
frustrating because I really loved God 
and was a born-again believer, but I 
wasn’t experiencing victory over the 
problems in my life so that I could really 
live for God and help people.

As I eventually grew in my personal 
relationship with Jesus and spent 
time studying the Word, I came to 
understand what it means to be more 
than a conqueror and how I could get 
there. And if I can do it, so can you.

To be more than a conqueror means 
that before you ever get a problem, you 
already know that whatever problem 
comes your way, you can overcome it 
through Christ! You live with confidence 
that God loves you no matter what and 
He will never leave you nor forsake 
you. And when you have this kind 
of relationship with God, you aren’t 
constantly afraid of bad news or of things 
that may happen that aren’t in your plan. 
When the unexpected happens or you’re 
disappointed, you won’t be devastated 
by it.

See, when you truly understand who 
you are in Christ—who God says you 
are and everything that’s yours through 
a relationship with Jesus—you discover 
there’s nothing that can happen that 
is too much for you…because there’s 
nothing that’s too much for Him! First 
John 4:4 confirms it: “Little children, you 
are of God [you belong to Him] and have 
[already] defeated and overcome them 
[the agents of the antichrist], because He 
Who lives in you is greater (mightier) 
than he who is in the world” (AMPC).

It’s so important for us to get this truth 
down in our hearts and see ourselves as 
more than conquerors through Jesus, 
because if we don’t, then our enemy, 
Satan, will be able to confuse us and keep 
us from victory. And all the enemy wants 
to do is kill, steal, and destroy what God 
wants us to have (John 10:10). He wants 
to diminish you—make you small-
minded and small in spirit so you’ll live a 
small, frustrated life.

But we don’t have to live that way. 
Every person who declares that Jesus 
is Lord, repents of their sin, and gives 
their heart to God is a child of God and 
belongs to Him (Romans 10:9-11). In 
Christ, we are forgiven and made right 
with God. We have the strength and 
power to do what His Word says to do 
and live the full and fulfilling life He has 
for us. 

Do you realize what this means? It 
means that as we spend time with God 
in prayer and studying the Bible, we can 
access the wisdom and strength we need 
to make right choices and behave right. 
It doesn’t happen all at once or overnight, 
but we will make progress every day that 
we seek God this way.

I really want you to understand who 
you are in Christ as a born-again believer. 
You were never meant to be frustrated, 
discouraged, or feel like you’re always 
just trying to get through the day. God 
has more for you than that!

When you make a mistake and the 
enemy comes and tells you, “You’re no 
good,” you don’t have to take on the guilt 
and condemnation he wants to put on 
you. No! You can immediately confess 
your mistake to God, thank Him for 
forgiving you and cleansing you with the 
blood of Jesus, and move forward in the 
victory of His grace and forgiveness (1 
John 1:9).

Here’s a scripture that has helped me 
take hold of who I am in Christ and live 
with victory over the hardships of this 
world: “In this [union and communion 

The Reality of Being More 
Than a Conqueror in Life

with Him] love is brought to completion 
and attains perfection with us…because 
as He is, so are we in this world” (1 John 
4:17 AMPC).

I encourage you to learn who God 
really is. Get a deeper understanding 
of His character and His heart for you. 
Spend time with Him, read His Word, 
and let Him love you. Know that He 
loves you unconditionally. God is good, 
and He wants to bless you and help you. 
When we know this truth, we don’t 
have to be tormented by doubts about 
whether God cares or whether He will 
take care of us.

Whatever your situation is today, God 
knows about it. He sees you and hears 
the cry of your heart. And if you will 
give Him your problems and do what 
He tells you to do, you will access His 
overcoming love, grace, and power and 
be more than a conqueror. Because in 
Christ, as He is, so are we in this world!

For more on this topic, order Joyce’s 
five-part teaching resource Bold, 
Confident and Courageous. You can also 
contact us to receive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, by calling (800) 
727-9673 or visiting www.joycemeyer.
org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New York Times 
bestselling author and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND and 
OVERCOMING EVERY PROBLEM 
(FaithWords). She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views and opinions 
expressed throughout this publication 
and/or website are those of the respective 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
those of Joyce Meyer Ministries.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

By PRISCILLA WAGGONER
ALAMOSA — Children, youth, 

and their families who find themselves 
interacting with systems much larger 
than themselves — such as, for example, 
the Division of Youth Services (DYS), 
the foster care system, or other child 
protection services — may feel that they 
don’t have a voice or the understanding 
they need of how those systems work.  

In the state of Colorado, the Child 
Protection Ombudsman Program 
(CPO) of Colorado was created for 
exactly that reason. In CPO’s own 
words, they “serve by helping people 
find answers to their questions and 
solutions to their problems” and “help 
Coloradans navigate the complex child 
protection system and connect them 
with resources.” 

Child Protection Ombudsman helping kids, families work with agencies
If this sounds like news to the people 

of the San Luis Valley, that’s because, 
historically, people in the Valley who 
could benefit from their services have 
not reached out for help, according 
to CPO.

Determined to change that and 
familiarize agencies in the Valley with 
their services, staff from CPO recently 
spent an afternoon meeting with local 
organizations whose focus is on kids 
and their families, introducing their 
organizations and learning, in return, 
what organizations in the Valley are 
offering.

CPO works independently of all 
other state agencies — including 
Colorado Department of Human 
Services, DYS, the court system and law 
enforcement — with a goal of improving 

services provided and experiences of 
youth and families impacted by those 
agencies and systems.

They are available to answer questions 
people may have that aren’t easily 
answered anywhere else, such as how 
a parent can get visits with their child, 
explaining who makes decisions about 
where a parent’s child lives, how the 
parent can advocate for their child, why 
their child was disciplined, how to get 
documents about their child’s case and 
what to do if they think their child is 
being hurt by someone. 

CPO starts by, most importantly, 
listening to kids and parents 
in conversations that are free and 
confidential. They then investigate 
any concerns reported to them by any 
Coloradan about what’s happening with 

their case and the child protection system.
They then determine what is the best 

way to resolve the concerns they’ve 
heard, which might mean improving 
communications or resolving conflicts 
that are based on misunderstanding.

In terms of the bigger picture, 
CPO also identifies trends where the 
community’s needs have changed, 
and the system hasn’t had the funding 
or the resources or the organizational 
practices to keep up with the change. 

As a result of that process, CPO will 
make public recommendations for a 
system to improve.

Finally, CPO takes what they’ve 
learned and meets with lawmakers, 
professionals and others to advocate 
for legislation and policies that bring 
lasting, positive change impacting the 
lives of children and families.

The best way for someone who needs 
to understand how systems work in 

a better way or has a concern about 
something that is happening is to reach 
out to CPO directly. That can be done 
in several different ways, including 
calling 720-625-8640 or by filling out 
a complaint online at coloradocpo.org/
complaint-form.

In the meeting they held with local 
groups, staff with CPO assured the 
group that there will be someone 
specifically assigned to the San Luis 
Valley to address concerns coming out 
of this area. They also emphasized that 
all conversations and concerns are held 
in the strictest of confidence.

Local groups that attended the 
meeting included the Boys and Girls 
Club of the San Luis Valley, the 
Alamosa School District, the Center 
for Restorative Program, the San 
Luis Valley Behavioral Health Group, 
Alamosa County Department of 
Human Services and Tu Casa.

Community food access program offers grants 
to small food retailers and family farms

SLV Local Foods 
Coalition can provide 
technical assistance

CONTRIBUTED
The  San Luis Valley Local Foods 

Coalition is recently announced the 
availability of Small Food Business 
Recovery and Resilience Grants 
provided through the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture (CDA) — 
the maximum grant award available per 
business, per year, is $50,000.

These funds are meant to support 
small food retailers and family farms 
in expanding access to healthy food 
for all Coloradans. These grants aim 
to promote better access to nutritious 
food in low-income communities. All 
the counties of the San Luis Valley 
qualify — Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, 
Mineral, Rio Grande, and Saguache.

The SLV Local Foods Coalition has 
been contracted with CDA to offer 

Outreach and Technical Assistance to 
anyone applying in the region. 

The Colorado Department of 
Agriculture plans to host up to three 
grant rounds before September 2024, 
with a total allocation of $5.5 million 
in funds through this program. 

The grants can be used to cover 
various expenses, including equipment, 
operating costs, accounting, book 
management, and point-of-sale 
machines.

Who Should Apply?
• Small Food Retailers (corner stores, 

grocers, farm stands and farmers 
markets)

• Small Family Farms (gross income 
less than $350,000 annually) 

• Nonprofit and For-Profit businesses 
can apply.

The first application round closes on 
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023.

For detailed information, eligibility 
criteria, and the support with the 
application process, visit online https://
slvlocalfoods.org/cfa-grant or contact 

our technical assistance team:
• Jae Sanders: Phone — 575-999-519, 

Email — jae.slvlocalfoods@gmail.com
• Iava Williams: Phone — 719-298-

0330, Email — iavaw.slvlocalfoods@
gmail.com

By ADAMS STATE UNIVERSITY
ALAMOSA — The Adams State University 

Chemistry Department will host the live 
Chemistry Magic Show in-person, at 4 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 27, in Carson Auditorium, 
located in the Student Union Building. The 
event is free and open to the public.

The magic show is a fun presentation for 
people of all ages. Continuing the now 30-
plus year tradition, chemistry students and 
faculty will engage the audience in a fast-
paced series of demonstrations involving 
changing colors, high and low temperatures, 
bright lights and loud noises, all illustrating 
the entertaining side of science.

After the show, elementary school 

children can participate in safe and fun 
hands-on activities in Porter Hall, third 
floor. Activities are free of charge. Younger 
chi ldren should be accompanied by 
supervising adults.

Although seating should be plentiful, 
larger groups are asked to notify Chris 
Adams, professor of chemistry, at cladams@
adams.edu. The parking lot north of the 
Student Union Building has free parking 
for visitors.

The free Adams State Chemistry Magic 
Show begins at 4 p.m. on Oct. 27, in Carson 

Auditorium. 

Courtesy photo

The Adams State Chemistry Magic Show is Oct. 27
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Serving the entire San Luis Valley

Beloved AES custodian 
‘makes all of the kids 

feel welcome’

By ADAMS STATE 
UNIVERSITY

ALAMOSA — To the students 
and staff at the Alamosa Elemen-
tary 3-5 Building, Freddy Lawrence 
is a superhero. His unique power 
is simply caring for others.

Lawrence was recognized on 
Tuesday, Oct. 10, with the Educator 
Highlight Award presented each 
month by the Adams State School 
of Education. He is the first school 
custodian to be selected for the 

award and judging by the serenad-
ing he received from students, a 
hugely popular selection.

“He makes all of the kids feel 
welcome. Every kid feels like they 
can go to him and ask him for any 
help,” said Leah Shawcroft, one of 
the teachers who nominated Law-
rence for the award. 

“He gets at least 600 high-fives a 
day,” she said. “Every kid feels like 

Educator Highlight Award for September goes to Lawrence

Pictured, Alamosa Elementary 
3-5 Custodian Freddy Lawrence, 

Adams State September Educator 
Highlight Award recipient, with 

his biggest fans.

Courtesy photo

Please see AWARD on Page 2

Escheman receives DAISY 
Nurse Award at SLV Health

Courtesy photos

Taylor Escheman adds her name to the banner that will be displayed in 
the ED where she works until the next recipient is announced. Handing 
off the banner is Amy Oaks, RN, Cancer Center, who received the award 
several months ago.

By SAN LUIS VALLEY 
HEALTH

ALAMOSA — Taylor Escheman, 
RN, San Luis Valley Health, works 
alongside a great team of caregiv-
ers in the Emergency Department 
at the Regional Medical Center in 
Alamosa, taking care of some of the 
most critical and vulnerable patients. 
Some days are chaotic with multiple 
traumas and some nights are slower, 
with fewer patients. A recent patient’s 
close friend nominated Taylor to 
receive the DAISY award, for nurs-
ing excellence.

“Tonight, I almost lost a dear friend 
due to an overdose. Taylor provided 
exceptional care even though the ER 
was completely full! She took her 
time and made absolutely certain 
that my dear one fully understood 
her discharge instructions,” the 
person stated.

“I want to thank the entire staff! 
The care we received was prompt, 
professional, and loving. It’s my 
opinion that Miss Taylor went above 
and beyond her call of duty! Taking 
time to tend to every need and being 
not only extremely thorough but also 
upbeat! Thank you so much!”

Taylor is the third recipient of 
the DAISY award at SLV Health. 
Her supervisor, Monica Hinds, and 
SLVH’s CNO, Roberta Bean, both 
agreed that Taylor was well deserving 
of this award, which brings national 
recognition.

SLVH hosted a reception where 
her family (see pictures below) and 
co-workers attended to celebrate 
with Taylor. Her supervisor, Monica 
Hinds, commented to her, “Taylor, 
you are so deserving of this recogni-
tion. I hear positive comments from 
patients all the time.”

Why DAISY? Patrick Barnes 
woke up with some blood blisters 
in his mouth. A visit to the doctor 
revealed he had a dangerously low 

platelet count and he was admit-
ted to the hospital. The diagnosis 
was the auto-immune disease ITP 
(Idiopathic Thrombocytopenic 
Purpura). The DAISY Foundation 
was established in 1999 by the family 
of J. Patrick Barnes who died from 
complications of the autoimmune 
disease Idiopathic Thrombocytope-
nia Purpura (ITP) at the age of 33. 
DAISY is an acronym for Diseases 
Attacking the Immune System. The 
family wanted to recognize the nurses 
for providing extraordinary care to 
their loved ones.

Who can recommend an excellent 
nurse? Patients, family members of 
patients, co-workers, and visitors to 
SLV Health are all welcome to rec-
ognize a nurse for their outstanding 
care. Click here for a link to recom-
mend a nurse at SLV Health for the 
DAISY award.

Which credentials qualify for 
a DAISY nomination? Registered 
Nurse (RN), Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetist (CRNA), Certi-

fied Nurse Mid-Wife (CNM), Nurse 
Practitioner (NP), or Licensed Prac-
tical Nurse (LPN).

Visit www.slvh.org/about-us/dai-
sy-nursing-excellence to read about 
SLVH’s other recipients, submit an 
application, or learn more.

Taylor Escheman, left, is the third 
recipient of the DAISY award at 
SLV Health. Her supervisor, Monica 
Hinds, right, and SLVH’s CNO, Ro-
berta Bean, both agreed that Taylor 
was well deserving of this award, 
which brings national recognition.

Courtesy photos

The annual South Fork Chili Cookoff saw more than 200 people decide 
the winners.

South Fork Chili Cookoff 
heats up bowls of success

More than 21 contestants participated in the South Fork Chili Cookoff on 
Thursday, Oct. 12.

By LYNDSIE FERRELL
SOUTH FORK — The South 

Fork Visitor Center Chili Cookoff 
was considered a smashing success 
on Thursday, Oct. 12. Eager tasters 
filled the South Fork Community 
Center and more than 21 contes-
tants competed in the best of the 
best in three categories.

This year’s theme was “Star Wars,” 
and each competitor did a wonder-
ful job decorating the tables and 
surrounding room which made for 
a wonderful evening of neighborly 
fun. Chili contestants lined the 

expanse of the community center 
offering their own take on green 
chili, red chili, and salsa. People 
gathered outside and waited for 
their chance to come in and taste 
some of the best chili and salsa 
around.

Like many of the other events that 
took place in South Fork over the 
past summer, the Chili Cookoff was 
given new life thanks to the partner-
ship of the Town of South Fork, the 
South Fork Visitor Center, and the 
South Fork Friends Foundation. 

Please see CHILI on Page 2
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WINTER BUILD SALE
Our exclusive My Cleary Building app is now available!

WINTER BUILD SALE

800-373-5550 
ClearyBuilding.com

WINTER BUILD SALE

Stop in or contact us for
a FREE consultation.

Alamosa, CO

719-589-2112

WINTER BUILD SALE

SCAN QR CODE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION

WINTER BUILD SALE

My Cleary Building allows new clients to:My Cleary Building allows new clients to:

Our exclusive My Cleary Building app is now available!WINTER BUILD SALE

My Cleary Building allows new clients to:My Cleary Building allows new clients to:

• Track building project status • Track building project status 

• View building progress photos• View building progress photos

• Make electronic payments• Make electronic payments

• Reference construction documents• Reference construction documents

Puzzle Sponsored by MDS Waste & Recycle

(719)658-3060 • www.MDSWasteandRecycle.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL • TRASH REMOVAL
RECYCLING • DUMPSTERS • ROLL-OFFS

CREEDE • SOUTH FORK • DEL NORTE • MONTE VISTA

Solution to last week’s puzzle

CLUES ACROSS

 1. Basics

 4. In a new way

10. __ Paulo, city

11. Jailhouse

12. Expresses surprise

14. Trigraph

15. A small stream

16. Dissimilar

18. Promote

22. Gives a boost

23. Lawmaker

24. Orthodox Jews

26. Actor Harris

27. Wild cherry

28. Participate in democracy

30. Opposite of begins

31. A Brit’s mother

34. Set of moral principles

36. Very fast airplane

37. Czech river

39. Private school in New 
York

40. Israeli dance

41. Electron volt

42. Adjusting

48. Duct by the bladder

50. Small burger

51. Begin again

52. Unstuck

53. Jai __, sport

54. Get free of

55. For instance

56. Hotel chain

58. A team’s best pitcher

59. Extracts from various 
sources

60. Indefinite period of time

CLUES DOWN

 1. St. Francis of __

 2. Supported

 3. United in working

 4. It cools your home

 5. Predicting

 6. Irritated

 7. Popular talk show host

 8. Fabric edge

 9. A resource for employees

12. Broadway’s Jackman

13. Small water buffalo

17. City of Angels: __ Angeles

19. Asteroids

20. Tailless amphibians

21. German expressionist 
painter

25. What drives you

29. N. Vietnamese ethnic 
group

31. Gold coin used in British 
India

32. Have deep affection for

33. Ponds

35. Breaks between words

38. Hairstyle

41. Print errors

43. Family of iron alloys

44. Sidelined in bed

45. Many couples say it

46. Brazilian hoopster

47. Allman Brothers late 
frontman

49. German city

56. One hundred grams (abbr.)

57. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.)

they know him and are special to 
him. That’s special because we have 
so many kids and for each kid to 
feel like they have a place here is 
awesome.”

Color Lawrence humbled by 
the recognition. When Adams 
State’s Chrissy McKinney made 
the surprise presentation along 
with Curtis Garcia, director of the 
Adams State School of Education, 
the students cheered and Lawrence 
choked up.

“I didn’t know I was even involved 
in this stuff,” the senior custodian 
said. “My purpose is honestly for 
the kids. I’m here for the kids every 
day and try to do my best and try to 
be here for them for whatever they 
need. I was not expecting this at all. 
Thank you everybody.”

AES 3-5 Principal Michelle 
Rubidoux-Wilson wasn’t surprised 
that Adams State chose to honor 
the school’s custodian. Nor was she 
surprised by the reaction among 
students who performed a song for 
Lawrence with their youthful voices 
and through sign language that the 

students are learning.
Rubidoux-Wilson said she has 

worked with Lawrence since he 
started his custodial job at the old 
Polston Elementary School more 
than 20 years ago. It was five years 
ago that he was promoted to chief 
custodian at the Alamosa Elemen-
tary 3-5 Building. 

His work ethic, said the school 
principal, is off the charts. “He’s 
just overall really amazing. Every-
body needs a Freddy, but you can’t 
have ours.”

Every day, educators in the Val-
ley make a difference to our kids 
and families. To make a nomina-
tion for the Adams State Educator 
Highlight Award, email teachered@
adams.edu.

This monthly award recognizes 
Adams State University School of 
Education alumni, prominent local 
teachers, and other educators work-
ing within or hailing from the San 
Luis Valley. In so doing, Adams State 
University hopes to build familiarity 
with the community as a serious 
destination for future educators.

AWARD Continued from Page 1

Over the past month, the event 
came close to being canceled until 
one last marketing ploy from South 
Fork Friends Foundation president 
Luke Brennan paid off and brought 
in about 15 contestants who were 
eager to keep the event going. 

Brennan’s determination coupled 
with new visitor center Director 
Larry Tumbleson and his wife 
Sharon’s creative spark made for an 
evening of fun, hospitality, and the 
chance to meet with family, friends, 
and neighbors. In the years past, 
the event was something everyone 
looked forward to and now that the 
cookoff has received new life, the 
hope is that the community will 
look forward to it once again.

“Great job and thank you to 
all our wonderful supporters and 
volunteers. Thanks goes out to the 
Rio Grande Club and Resort for 
their generous contribution of two 
food and beverage certificates and 
rounds of golf certificates for raffles 
and awards. Huge thanks to the 

South Fork Friends Foundation for 
supporting, getting the word out 
and rounding up more contestants. 
To Dennis Shepherd and the Silver-
threader Club for providing drinks 
and desserts. To volunteers Travis 
Cross, Dustin Hund and wife Casey 
for cleanup and support and to all the 
contestants for their time and effort 
in providing some of the best and 
uniquely flavored chili in Colorado!”

The event’s winners were as fol-
lows: first place for the Red Chili 
Category was Ali Butler and Caitlyn 
Steffens and second place for the 
Red Chili Category went to the 
South Fork Friends Foundation. 
First place for the Green Chili 
Category was Jim and Monica 
Pemberton and second place went 
to Ramones Mexican restaurant. 
First for the Salsa Category went to 
South Fork Fire Rescue and second 
place went to Jones Riley.

The South Fork Friends Foun-
dation also earned the Best Table 
Decoration award for the night.

CHILI Continued from Page 1

 Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/ValleyPublishing

CConouronour Managed byManaged by
Upper Rio Grande Upper Rio Grande 

Animal SocietyAnimal Society
If you are interested in adopting, If you are interested in adopting, call 852-3366call 852-3366

Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.Open Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m. -4 p.m. & Sat. & Sun. • 1:30 - 5 p.m.
Monday & non-business hours by appointment onlyMonday & non-business hours by appointment only

2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista2825 Sherman Ave. • Monte Vista

www.urgasconouranimalshelter.orgwww.urgasconouranimalshelter.org

All breeds & ages of animals are a “best guess” and are not guaranteed to be accurate. 
Adoption fee includes: neuter/spay, vaccinations, de-worming and micro-chipping.

This ad space donated by Valley Publishing Inc.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the Upper Rio Grande Animal Society by contributions, 

donations, volunteering and general support at Conour Animal Shelter.

Visit Our 
Facebook 

Page

Please note adoptions go in order of contact made.

Lost & Found

Found together on 10/13/23 in Center at 684 Warden St

Justice is still here 
with us and it’s 
been over 500 
days! She loves 
kids, playing 
tug-o-war, water 
fights and much 
more! Justice is 
a bit rough on 
other dogs when 
she plays, so 
we’ll definitely 
have to introduce 
her to any new 
dogmates prior to 
adoption, Come 
meet her today 
and let’s get this 
girl a home!

We’re running low on wet food for 
our dogs on special diets! We would 
appreciate any donations of pates, 

chunky gravies, mature or any others! 
Thank you all in advance!

Found on 10/10/23 in 
Center at 6th and Warden

Found on 10/11/23 in 
Monte Vista at 1155 

Grande Ave
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CLASSIFIED INDEX RATES
15 Words or less for 4 weeks - 4 publications

$19.50 + 95¢ each additional word.
Garage Sale Ads: 15 Words or less for 1 week

$12 + 35¢ each additional word.
Free ads:  Lost & Found • Non Commercial items Sold 
for $50 or less •  Any Item or Animal being given away. 
(Limited to private party only, 2 ads per person, 4 weeks.)

Convenient ad placement:
To place your ad in person come to the office at 835 First 
Ave. in Monte Vista, or call (719) 852-3531.  Business hours 
are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. You 
may also fax your classified to (719) 852-3387 or email 
at montevistaclass@gmail.com

Check your ad the first day:
To ensure your ad is correct, check it the first day it ap-
pears in the paper. If there is an error in your ad, call us 
right away so we can correct it. If an error appears in your 
ad, Valley Publishing will credit you with one additional 
day of advertising.

Our ad policy: Valley Publishing accepts all classified 
advertising except that which it deems objectionable 
to its readers. Credit or replacement ads will not be 
given for early ad cancellation.

DEADLINE
Thursday 5:00 pm

Easy Payment Options
We accept Visa, Master Card, 
American Express, Discover, 

Checks, Money Orders & Cash

MERCHANDISE
23 LAWN & GARDEN
24 GARAGE SALES
25 AUCTIONS
26 ANTIQUES
27 APPLIANCES
28 HOUSEHOLD GOODS
29 MUSICAL ITEMS
30 ELECTRONICS/COM-

PUTERS
31 HEALTH
32 FUEL & HEATING
33 BUILDING MATERIALS
34 OFFICE EQUIPMENT
35 HEAVY EQUIPMENT
36 MISCELLANEOUS
37 WANTED
38 MACHINERY, TOOLS 

& EQUIPMENT
39 SPORTING GOODS
40 AUTO PARTS
FARMER MARKET
41 FARM EQUIPMENT
42 FEED & SEED
43 FARM PRODUCTS
44 FARM SERVICES

Sell your household
 items for FREE. 

Total value of items 
must  be $50 or less.

See details below.FREE!

ON
LINE!MARKETPLACE
Valley-Wide Classified

Call 719-852-3531
or email: rbeutler@valleypublishinginc.com

30483 Highway 160, South Fork
Open DAILY — 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Online To-Go Orders: 
MountainPizzaTapRoom.com
Easy

Law Enforcement, Firefighters, EMTs and 
our Veterans always receive 20% off! 

“Absolutely loved this place! 
The staff were friendly and 

accommodating and the from 
scratch pizza was delicious. We 
tried a few of the special pizzas 
and the Detroit style. The crust 

was thin, crispy, and buttery and 
the toppings were great. The 

sauce on the Detroit style was 
VERY good, lots of flavor.

There’s also a nice “pay by the 
tap” beer selection, only pay for 
what you pour yourself, and had 

a nice selection!”
~ Thomas D., Google reviews

Full or Part 
Time starting 

$15 hr.
plus tips!

JoinJoin
Our Our 

TeamTeam  !!

Halloween Special!
free kids pizza for kids 
that come in costume 
with their parents on 

Halloween day

PART-TIME SALES
Valley Publishing has 
an immediate need in 

advertising sales (part-
time). Any sales experience 
is appreciated but will train. 

Email resume to General 
Manager Brian Williams at

bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

DISCLAIMER
Please read your ad on the first day 
of publication. If there are mistakes 
notify us IMMEDIATELY. We will 
make changes for errors and adjust 
your credit but only if we receive 
notice on the first day the ad is 
published. We limit our liability to 
you in this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages 
which may result from an error or 
omission in an ad. All ad copy must 
be approved by the newspaper which 
reserves the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an ad. The 
advertiser and not the newspaper is 
responsible for the truthful content 
of the ad. All classified advertising 
must be pre-paid.

05 Notices
Invitation To Bid: Baseball Field 
Spectator Fencing Upper Rio 
Grande School District. Bids are 
being sought for a fencing project 
at the Baseball Field located on the 
Upper Rio Grande School District 
property in Del Norte, Colorado.  
The fence will be 261 linear feet, 
8 ft. tall with black vinyl slats, 
schedule 40 piping, 9 gage wire, 
with two six foot gates.  Please 
contact Adelmo Trujillo at (719) 
657 - 4040 for more information 
and specifications of the project. 
Bids will be accepted through Oc-
tober 12, 2023. (10/25)

We buy antler: Use code “ELK17” 
and you will get $17/lb for Elk 
Grade A and $12/lb for Deer Grade 
A. 5 miles west of Del Norte on 
Hwy 160. 719-657-0942 (TFN)

For information on meetings for 
ALANON NARCOTICS ANON-
YMOUS AND ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS Please visit slvaa.
org or call 719-937-5083.

07 Help Wanted
Needed Part Time Personal Care 
Provider in Antonito.  A must de-
pendable, trustworthy, and loving 
individual for a female who can 
execute transfers and other duties. 
Interested call 719-376-2348 or 
719-588-9430 (11-8)

MDS Waste and Recycle is hir-
ing! Interested in furthering your 
skill set? We are hiring under CDL 
drivers with a company sponsored, 
fast-track program to getting your 
CDL. Job based out of Del Norte 

or Creede (your option). Call 
719-658-3060, 719-221-3811 or 
email info@mdswasteandrecycle.
com. (12-6)

Saguache County L and Use 
Department is accepting ap-
plications for a full time third 
Code Enforcement Officer posi-
tion. Salary to be determined on 
experience starting at $35,000/
year. Applicants must have a 
valid Colorado Drivers License, 
must pass a criminal background 
check as well as a pre-employment 
drug test. The County Employee 
benefit package includes vision, 
dental and health insurance cov-
erage, paid time off, and a gener-

ous 401k retirement plan. The 
employment application and job 
description can be found on www.
saguachecounty.colorado.gov, 
picked up at the Saguache County 
Administration Office, 505 3rd 
Street, Saguache, CO or can be 
emailed to you, please contact 
April Quintana at 719-655-2231. 
Completed applications can be 
hand delivered to the Saguache 
County Land Use Department, 
Attention Amber Wilson, 505 
3rd Street, mailed to PO Box 326, 
Saguache, CO  81149 or emailed 
to atorrez@saguachecounty-co.
gov. Applications will be accepted 
until filled. (11/2)

Interventionist needed at Del 
Norte Elementary School. We 
are seeking a hardworking and 
enthusiastic teaching profes-
sional  to join our dynamic, 
vibrant and fun-loving team. 
Applicants must have a Colo-
rado Teaching License. Please 
submit your application, resume 
and cover letter to: Amy Duda, 
Principal at aduda@urtigers.co 
or contact Amy at 719-657-4050. 

Applications can be picked up at 
the District Office or online at: 
urtigers.co. (10/25)

Instructional Coach needed at 
Del Norte Jr/Sr High School.  
Candidate should be proficient 
in a l l  areas of  teaching and 
learning with an emphasis on 
professional practice and the 
teaching and learning cycle.  The 
coach will be responsible for 
consulting with and supporting 
the instructional teaching staff 
in using resources that impact 
student learning.  The coach will 
provide support and professional 
learning to instructional staff as 
needed.  Applicants must have 
a bachelor’s degree or higher 
and possess or be able to obtain 
a Colorado Teaching License.  
Please submit your application, 
resume, and cover letter to An-
nie Hardy, Principal at ahardy@
urtigers.co. (10/25)

The Upper Rio Grande School 
District has received a grant for 
a full time Jr./Sr. High School 
Counselor - for the next 3 years, 
starting in the 2023-2024 school 

year. Applicants must have a Mas-
ter’s Degree or higher and possess 
or be able to obtain an appropriate 
Colorado school counselor license. 
Please submit your application, 
resume, and cover letter to: An-
nie Hardy, Del Norte Jr./Sr. High 
Principal at ahardy@urtigers.co 
or contact Mrs. Hardy at 719-657-
4020.  Applications for certified 
staff positions can be picked up 
at the District Office or online at 
www.urtigers.co. (10/25)

719-852-3531
Call Today!

You’ll find yourself with 
money in your pocket and 
room in your garage when 

you sell your stuff in the

SLV Lifestyles Classifieds. 

Advertise in our SPECIAL 
GARAGE SALE SECTION of 

SLV Lifestyles for

ONLY $12 per week
(15 words or less - 35¢ per word over 15)

GOT CLUTTER? 
CLEAN UP WITH 

THE CLASSIFIEDS.
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley San Luis Valley 
Area Real EstateArea Real Estate

Rito Hondo Estates - 18 Rural 
Mountain Lots Available 
West of Antonito in the 

Conejos Canyon OWNER 
FINANCING AVAILABLE  
$950,000 home on 35 acres 

located on lot #2
$85,000 (6 acre lots)

$200,000 (17.5 acre lots)
$400,000 (35 acre lots)

$950,000 (35 acres with home)

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

4100 Wilderness 
Canyon Road - 

Mountain Luxury at 
the end of the road, 

secluded and private, 
this gorgeous, bright, 

energy-efficient 
home sits on 42 

acres bordering the 
National Forest with 
views of the Natural 
Arch.  Ghost Mine 
Ranch, near Del Norte.  Ride or hike out for hundreds of miles, right from 

your backyard. Gated community with minimal covenants. $899.000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

12 Commercial acres 
in South Fork 

Shoshone Trail
Flat, rectangular parcel 
with easy, paved access 

off Hwy 160.  This 
parcel is zoned com-

mercial/light industrial 
and is located 4 miles 

East of South Fork near 
Holiday RV and Brooke 

Stone.
MLS#774884 

$550,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

23 Fairway Drive 
- OWNER FINANC-

ING AVAILABLE 
- this beautiful lot is a 

1-minute walk from the 
Clubhouse on the Rio 

Grande Club and Resort 
in South Fork.  Flat and 
easy to build, this lot has 
water, sewer, electricity, 

landline phone and high-
speed internet at the 

lot line.  MLS#794077. 
$56,000

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

3023 Bear 
Creek Circle

Mountain 
cabin on 20 

acres bordering 
National Forest 
in gated Bear 
Creek. Fully 
furnished - 

paved driveway.  
4 bedrooms 

2.5 bathrooms.
MLS#803394

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

654 Vail Pass Road
South Fork

THE BEST VALUE IN 
SOUTH FORK!  This 3 

bedroom 1 bath home sits 
on 1 acre and has a well 

and septic.  It’s a stick-built 
home, not a modular or 
mobile home.  Scan the 

QR code - this one has an 
interior 3D scan, video tour 

and drone video too!
MLS# 804011

$199,900

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

5299 County 
Road 12 S. 
Alamosa

160 acres cur-
rently planted 
in alfalfa with 
a center pivot, 
3 shares of the 

Common-
wealth Ditch, 
and use of the 
Carmel Drain. 
MLS#804160

$400,000

WATER WATER 
RIGHTSRIGHTS

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

682 Bear Creek 
Circle South Fork

This luxurious 
mountain home 

has 4 bedrooms, 3.5 
bathrooms and sits 
on 15.6 acres in the 
gated community 

of Bear Creek 
in South Fork. 

Perfect for horses! 
MLS#806411  
$1,425,000 

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

5042 E. County Road 1 S. 
Monte Vista

This gorgeous brick home sits 
on 5 acres just East of Monte 

Vista.  3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
PLUS a large office and an 

INCREDIBLE shop.  Scan the 
QR code below Dee’s Picture 

and check out this listing in her 
blog for 3D interior scans of the 
home and shop plus a video and 
drone tour.  This home features 

a domestic well and a fenced 
acre with a lean-to for horses.

MLS#806831 $550,000

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT

Dee Plucinski • Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719) 873-5605 • dee@steffenscorealty.com

340 Lake Drive - ON 
THE CREEK in Wil-
low Park Ranch - this 
four-bedroom, three-

bath home borders 
the National Forest 
and has incredible 

views of the San Juan 
mountains.  Newly 

renovated, this home 
is a must-see for those 
looking for privacy, a 

live, year-round creek with trout, and hike-out access to public lands from a 
secure, gated community.  MLS #807635.  $968,500

Steffens &
Company Realty
719-873-5605

30635 US HWY 160
South Fork

dee@steffenscorealty.com
Dee - formerly known as 
Diane Chapman - Local 

Luxury Home Broker.  Licensed 
in 2011, Dee knows the area 
and knows local real estate.

3D Virtual Tours• Prompt, Easy Communication
Video Walkthroughs

Residential Photographer 
Licensed and Insured Drone Pilot

All Dee’s 
properties 

are 
detailed 

in her 
blog.

Substitutes Teachers needed at 
the Upper Rio Grande School 
District in Del Norte!  Call or 
email:  Sophia at 719-657-4040, 
x4000 (scruz@urtigers.co) for 
more information, go on-line:  
urtigers.co, or stop by the district 
office at:  950 French Street, Del 
Norte, CO to pick up an applica-
tion. You do not have to hold a 
college degree or be a certified 
teacher to substitute; however, you 
must be a high school graduate and 
have a substitute license from CDE 
(Colorado Department of Educa-
tion). (10/25)

12 Houses for Rent
Two-bedroom house for rent 
$850 month, two miles east of Del 
Norte 719-657-3439. (11-22)

Beautiful stucco home for rent: 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 car 
garage. Available now. Please call 
719-850-2027. (11-1)

House for rent in Saguache. 
Three Bedrooms. Two Baths. 
One-car garage. $1,250/month. 

Water included. No smoking. Text: 
303–905–8240. (11-1)

14 Business 

Properties For 

Rent
Freshly painted professional of-
fice or residential space located 
in a quiet four-plex in Del Norte. 
Approximately 700 sq ft with a 
spacious living room, separate of-
fice or bedroom, kitchen area with 
newer appliances, and 3/4 bath. 
$800/month, inclusive of water 
and sewer, and a small storage 
shed. No pets. Please call 719-850-
0750. (10/25)

17 Real Estate 

For Sale
FARM FOR SALE in Waverly 
Area Sub-district #6, 1 ½ center 
pivots in grass and alfalfa, large 
hay shed, 2 bedroom home, 3 steel 
grainers, numerous out buildings 
on 8 Mile Road. Ready to farm 
2023 season. Call Bruce at Steffens 

& Company Realty, Inc 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acres parcels with good 
grass on County Line Road north 
of Hwy 160. Fully surveyed and 
ready to build on.  Perfect loca-
tion between Alamosa and Monte 
Vista. Call Bruce at Steffens & 
Company Realty, Inc. 719-580-
0770. (TFN)

35-80+ acre parcels on San Fran-
cisco Creek south of Del Norte. 
Very private, views, 3 miles from 
town, electric and phone. Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc. 719-580-0770. (TFN)

40 Acres 5 miles west of Monte 
Vista on Lariat Road with power, 
phone and year around access on 
county road. $60,000. Call Bruce 
Steffens 719-580-0770 at Steffens & 
Company Realty Inc. (TFN)

FOR SALE: Beautiful 3,280 sq. ft., 
3 bath, 3 bedroom, large kitchen 
and  2 living room with mountain 
setting, separate 2-3 car garage 
with nice apartment upstairs, 
large horse barn, chicken house 
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Valley Wide Classifieds

San Luis Valley San Luis Valley 
Area Real EstateArea Real Estate

Sandra Marquez — smarquez@valleypublishinginc.com
Brian Williams — bwilliams@valleypublishinginc.com

CALL TODAY! 
719-852-3531

Call Call 

Bernadett
e 

Bernadett
e 

today!today!

Steffens & Company Realty, Steffens & Company Realty, incinc
719-850-1993719-850-1993

Bernadette Gingrass, Broker AssociateBernadette Gingrass, Broker Associate
30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork30635 US Hwy 160 • South Fork

www.bernadettegingrassrealestate.comwww.bernadettegingrassrealestate.com

Thinking of Selling Thinking of Selling 
Your Home?Your Home?

If so, I can help!If so, I can help!
Residential/Commercial/RanchResidential/Commercial/Ranch

Call 719-850-1993Call 719-850-1993

We work 
We work 

hard for 
hard for 

you!you!

Majestic Custom-Built Log Home! 
Fabulous 7 bed, 5 bath 4,619 Sq. Ft. 
Home with attached garage on 9.04 
acres in Beautiful gated Bear Creek. 

This Home has several outdoor 
entertainment areas with wrap 
around decks too enjoy the 360 

views of the San Juan Mountains. 
The main level has an open floor 
plan with great room and grand 

fireplace with vaulted ceiling open-
ing into the dinning and kitchen area. Entertain in this beautiful large 

kitchen with large island, custom cabinetry, granite countertops and state 
of the art stainless steel appliances. The Master bedroom suite is located 
on main floor with walk out patio, your perfect place to enjoy that hot 

cup of morning coffee. From here you can access your private boardwalk 
leading to your entertainment area with fire ring and Jacuzzi. Upstairs 
beautiful reading sitting loft with additional guest bedrooms, bath and 

great bunk room for additional family and gust. Lower level of this home 
includes a large family room with fireplace and pool table. Great for all 
your entertainment needs, additional bedrooms, and office. Beautiful 
furniture, furnishings and accessories are all included with this home. 

Bear Creek also offers a wonderful river adventure for rafting, gold medal 
fly fishing with a 20-acre area on the Rio Grande River exclusive to Bear 
Creek property owners. Minutes away from everything outdoors -gold 

medal fly fishing, hunting, four wheeling and thousands of acres of public 
land. Start your Adventure! Don’t wait, Call, and schedule your showing 

today! $1,650,000  MLS #792162
2951 Bear Creek Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD
This South Fork Beauty checks all the boxes, both his and hers - and is a 
fun place for family and friends. Custom built Log home tucked in the 

trees and backs up to the National Forest. The majestic South Fork River 
and Mighty Rio Grande with world class fishing is just a short walk from 

the property. The main floor consists of an open kitchen, dining and living 
area with beautiful carved mantal stone fireplace with large log cathedral 

ceiling. Stunning entrance to behold! Custom designed kichen with beautiful 
designer backsplash and large eat in counter space looking over the living 
area with custom soft close cabinets and plenty of storage and room for all 

your entertaining. Kitchen has wonderful large butler pantry with pantry sink 
and beautiful custom stained-glass door. The Detailed Check Boxes include 

radiant floor heating with four zones and two Rinnai on-demand water tanks. 
Light Touch lighting system and electrical in the floor. Master bedroom is 
on the main floor with siting area with luscious mountain views. Master 

bath with beautiful large tiled walk-in shower. Guest bedroom and bath on main floor with elegant soaking antique tub. 
Upstairs spacious loft with two electronic skylights with rain sensors that will close automatically with additional sleeping 

area’s including office space and additional large size bedroom with barn door and bath. Enjoy your 3-car garage with large 
workshop and more than enough room for all your mountain toys. Your family and friends will love the upstairs bungalow 

above the garage with kitchenette, living area, built-in beds additional bedroom and bath. Bring your family and friends 
to gather to enjoy the great outdoors! Boarders National Forest, with streams, creeks, lakes rolling topography, open fields, 
pine, fir, aspen trees, mountain views and abundant wildlife! Beautifully, designed home tucked peacefully into the woods 
and easily accessible to town, Wolf Creek Ski Area and the Rio Grande Golf Course Resort. Once in a lifetime Opportu-
nity! This property perfectly captures the best of both worlds between outdoor recreation and exceptional entertainment. 

Start your dream and Call/Text me to schedule your personal showing today! $1,395,000  MLS #796960
37 Million Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Stately 2,818 Sq Ft. Mountain 
Home with Stunning Natu-
ral Light on 3.19 acres. This 
beautiful 3 bed 4 bath home 
is your perfect retreat. Open 
Split floor plan with beautiful 
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, 

large windows taking in the 
breath-taking outdoor sunlight 
and mountain views. Complete 

with beautiful furnishing, accessories and decor. The kitchen with 
eat in counter, gorgeous custom cabinetry, granite countertops and 

butler pantry is your dream kitchen for entertaining your family and 
friends. Separate office space off the dining area with patio door leads 
out to the great outdoors. There are two guest rooms one with private 
bath could be considered a separate master bedroom. Large master 

bedroom with large walk-in closet, fireplace gorgeous walk-in shower 
and access to deck with hot tub. Take in the stunning views from the 
main floor outdoor balcony. Your perfect place for that hot morning 

cup of coffee or relaxing evening glass of wine. This is a luxurious 
home located with private access to the national forest in The Timbers 
subdivision of South Fork Ranches. All this, just moments from Rio 
Grande Golf Club, Rio Grande River gold medal fishing and world 

class skiing at Wolf Creek Ski area. Don’t wait call and schedule your 
private showing today! $1,150,000  MLS #798101

497 Timberline Drive • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Darling authentic 1,232 Sq. 
Ft. 2-bedroom 2 bath log 

cabin with upgrades galore! 
Located in Log Haven. 

Tucked along the mountain 
side backing up to national 

forest with beautiful views of 
the surrounding cliffs. Open 
living room, dining, kitchen 
area with new propane Ver-
mont Casting stove to keep 

you cozy and warm all winter 
long. Kitchen is quaint and bright with custom granite countertops. 
This cabin has a covered front porch and wonderful back deck. The 
perfect place to enjoy the wildlife, peace and quiet and that first hot 
cup of morning coffee. Nice fence back yard with gate opening to 

the national forest. Hike for miles out your own back door. Down-
stairs has a master bedroom and a full bath. Upstairs additional 

bedroom, bathroom and nice size sitting nook, great space to enjoy 
that best-selling book or use for your office den. This cabin comes 
compete with one car garage, storage shed, central well and town 
sewer. Cabin can be used as a full-time residence, or home-away-
from-home winter or summer get-a-way! Rentals are not allowed 
in this subdivision. Don’t wait! Start your adventure today! Only a 
short 17-mile drive from Wolf Creek Ski area. The mighty South 

Fork and Rio Grande River, Beaver Mountain reservoir & Million 
reservoir are just moments away. Bring your fishing pole and enjoy 
hours of world class fishing. Ski Wolf Creek, go 4 wheeling, hike, 

camp, hunt, Enjoying everything outdoors! Let’s get started call /text 
and schedule your showing today! $325,000  MLS #800364

31517 Us Highway 160 • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

UNDER CONTRACT
You Found It! Home Sweet 

Home, Finely Crafted, 
Ranch Style 2,109 square 

foot 3 bed 2 bath split floor 
plan home with detached 4 
car garage for all your out-
door tools and toys! Large 
master bedroom bath with 
jacuzzi tub. Beautiful open 

kitchen, dining area with eat 
in counter, living area with 
cathedral wood beam ceiling, custom cabinets and wood burning 
stove. This home has large windows that brings in lots of natural 

light. Patio doors leading out to your back and front deck with 360 
views of the beautiful Colorado mountains. Perfect place to enjoy 

your morning hot cup of coffee. You have year-round access in 
Highland Meadows, South Fork, CO, with paved roads, your own 

well and South Fork water and sanitation.  This home is situated on 
a beautiful 1.1-acre lot with room for your RV, gardens and so much 

more. Additional heating sources on demand water heater and 
radiant floor heat to keep you nice and warm all winter long and 

indoor laundry area. This could be your permanent residence, your 
home away from home or your perfect vacation home. Moments 
from skiing at Wolf Creek, A stone throw away from public access 

to gold medal fishing on the Mighty Rio Grande River. Enjoy nearby 
hiking, golfing, hunting and 4 -wheeling. Start Your Adventure - 
Won’t last long, Call and Schedule your personal showing today! 

$489,900  MLS #801796
74 Highland Court • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

SOLD

Look Reduced Price!! $875,000 Owner Willing to Owner Finance for Qualified Buy-
er’s! Must See Custom-Built 5,350 sq. ft. Commercial Property in Fabulous South Fork, 
CO. Great Highway 160 exposure!! This building is extremely well built. The building 
was built for retail with many amenities. The environment is warm and welcoming. 
The 3,000 sq. ft. main floor consist of large receiving office, full kitchen and bath and 
several large open spaces and two additional design show rooms and large 1,000 sq. 

ft. heated warehouse with plenty of shelfs for storage and 12-foot overhead door. 
Lovely concrete outdoor patio with new vinyl fencing wired for low voltage lights this 
property sits on two lots with wiring running outside for lighting off outside signage. 
1,350 sq. ft. Spacious upstairs with large open space, several large storage closets two 
additional offices, New ¾ custom tile bathroom and large storage over warehouse. 

This well-built property has radiant floor heating downstair and upstairs baseboard 
hot water heat. Property is wired for Cat 5 telephone jack in all offices, design rooms, 

kitchen bar, receiving office – etc. Cable tv jack, upstairs big room. There are 3 gas 
fireplaces, 2 wall thermostats with remote control. Wired for speakers though out 

the building for music. Swamp cooler and wired for electric dryer, set up for washer 
and has a Propane fired boiler and propane hot water heater. This property is a blank 

canvas with so much POTENTIAL for the right builder or person. Because there is no 
existing business at the present time, this makes this building available for a variety of 
Business opportunities: Professional Work Environment for Professionals, Restaurant, 
Brew Pub, Events Center, Lodge or Cottage hotel, Retail etc. Come Paint your Canvas 
and start Your Business Adventure, Call and schedule your personal showing today! 

MLS#802191 Improved Price $925,000! $875,000  MLS #802191

173 W Frontage • South Fork
 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 

(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

IMPROVED PRICE

Amazing Riverfront property lo-
cated in beautiful well established 
Deer Park subdivision in South 
Fork, Colorado. This property is 

complete with paved streets, with 
sewer and water tap available. 

Flat building site overlooking the 
Mighty Rio Grande River with ma-

ture evergreen trees. Bring your fishing pole this property extends 
to the middle of the river. Located only a stone throw away from 
National Forest and public river access. Start your adventure call 

and schedule your showing today! $175,000  MLS #804121
63 Doe Circle • South Fork

 Bernadette Gingrass •Steffens & CO. Realty 
(719)850-1993 • bernadette@steffenscorealty.com

NEWNEW

REGISTER REPUBLICAN
“STAND AGAINST SOCIALISM”

Less government, lower taxes
REGISTER ONLINE at www.sos.state.co.us 

or at your local County Clerk’s office 
Paid for by the Rio Grande County Republican Central Committee

and OWNER FINANCED!! Price 
to sell $895,000.00. Call Bruce at 
Steffens & Company Realty, Inc 
719-580-0770. (TFN)

FOR SALE: 35 shares of Santa 
Maria Reservoir Water. Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company 
Realty, Inc 719-580-0770. (TFN)

23 Lawn and 

Garden
Kenmore Snowblower, Model 
247.881900, Serial 1I186B10071, 
pull or electric start. $400 obo. call 
George: 719-657-0756 (11-1)

Sprinkler repair and winteriza-

tions. Done at reasonable rates. 
Quick Service. Call anytime, week-
days, weekends, evenings. 719-
580-0033 or 719-376-2593. (TFN)

27 Appliances
Kenmore Freezer, 10 cu ft with 
lock, Model 253.8291080, Serial 
S910297892, Mfg 10/89. $200 obo.  
call George: 719-657-0756 (11-1)

32 Fuel & Heating
Lump Coal and Anthracite Hard 
Coal available. Supplement your 
wood heating with “lump coal”. 
Burns more consistently & lasts 
longer so you can do more of what 

you want & less time carrying 
wood. 719-849-8261 (3-01)

36 Miscellaneous
For Sale: New 9,000 lb car-lift, 
matching fridge and stove, and a 
new baseboard trim. 719-850-2027 
(11-1)

Cash for quality non-fiction 
books and LP records. Jeff 720-
315-9145 (TFN)

Propane Refrigerators Sold Here. 
Call For Options and Prices. We 
Also Stock Solar Powered Refrig-
erators and Freezers. Bontrager’s 
Variety Store, 9726 S. County Road 
3E, Monte Vista. (719) 852-0500
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Affordable Teeth In Just One Day…
We Make It Possible With Dental Implants
Replace all your failing and missing teeth. Throw away your bad dentures. Get a complete set of new teeth in one day

35 years implant and 
oral surgery experience

189 Talisman Dr., Suite E • Located above Higher Grounds Coffee • 970-444-1298

Payment Plans for Every Budget
• 100% Financing — 12-24 months, 

Nothing Down. No Payments. No Interest
OR CHOOSE:

• Low Payments — with up to 12 years to 
pay with attractive fixed interest rates.

• Instant Approval
• No Early Prepayment Penalty

No Cost Consultation:
Know what’s 

possible for you!
Includes preliminary 

evaluation and 3D image.
$500 Value

Offer expires: 7-31-2023

William F. 
Thornell
DDS, ABOI, 
MAGD, DICOI

pagosadentalimplantcenter.com

Dr.Thornell and his staff are so 
awesome! They are caring and 
very professional. I now have full 
mouth implants and I love my new 
teeth!! This is life changing for me! 
Thank you Dr. Thornell.  RH

Dr.Thornell and his 
team are the best in the 

dental field.  Your dental 
implants have given me 

my smile back!! Great 
customer service start 

to finish.  Thank you for 
everything you have 

done for me! BJK

*Payment plans with approved credit

This Week’s FeatureThis Week’s FeatureBusiness Business 
ShowcaseShowcase

Nick & Vicki Kulyk

121 N. Main • 658-2848 • Creede

THE THE 
HOLY HOLY 

MOSESMOSES

It’s Worth
The Drive

An enchanting 
Collection of Cabin 

Decor, Colorado 
Pottery, Quilts, 

Linens & Specialty 
Foods!

Mon.-Sat. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Mon.-Sat.Mon.-Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. The Holy MosesThe Holy Moses

658-2848658-2848
121 N. Main121 N. Main

CreedeCreede

McCalls
Fall and
Holiday Candles.

Shop early for 
best selection.

Valley Wide Classifieds
STEEL STORAGE CONTAIN-
ERS – Sales, Rentals & Modifi-
cations! Containers are water & 
rodent proof. 8’ wide, 8’-53’ in 
length. Call for more information 
and pricing. Healdworks, Inc. 
– Your Total Storage Solution! 
719-850-0346 (TFN)

SOLAR PANELS! 400 Watt and 
Smaller, We Stock Inverters, 
Charge Controllers, and Batter-
ies in Brand Names of Outback, 
Magnum, Aims, Rolls, and More. 
Custom Cables and PV Wire. 
Bontrager’s Variety Store. 9726 S. 
CR 3E Monte Vista. 719-852-0500. 

39 Sporting Goods
Free 11-foot trampoline frame. 
Bed and netting need to be re-
placed. 719-852-2242, leave mes-
sage. (11-01)

48 Pets and 

Supplies
Blue Merle Toy Aussie puppies 
for sale. Will be 8 weeks old on 
10/24/23. 719-849-1877. (11-01)

51 Boats and 

Equipment
1968 Duracraft 14’ fishing boat 
with trailer 18HP Evinrude motor. 
Electric Start, $1,000. 303-358-1352

54 Snowmobiles/

ATV’s
60” ATV Show Blade Inelydes. 
Extended for tracks universal 
mount, $300 OBO 303-358-1352. 

65 Professional 

Services
4-Ever-Cleaning Homes, Air B&B 
And More Call Rene 719-480-4273 
For More Info. (1-04)

RELIABLE CARPENTRY 40-plus 
years-experience in carpentry, 
painting, stucco, tile, drywall, roof-
ing, etc. Drug/Alcohol free. Free 
Estimates 719-496-7630. (TFN)

Squeegee Luigi’s Washing Servic-

es: Window washing and pressure 
washing services – Free estimates 
719-588-2820 (TFN)

LICENSED PLUMBER does all 
types of plumbing repairs and 
plumbing remodels at reasonable 

rates. Quick service. Call anytime, 
available weekends and evenings. 
719-580-0033 or 719-376-2593. 

Need beautiful window blinds at the 
best prices? Call THE BLIND GUY 
at 970-799-0388 for a free estimate.
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San Luis Valley
Service Directory

A&M
Windows & 

Doors l.l.c.

~VINYL WINDOWS ~
NEW CONSTRUCTION OR REPLACEMENT 

CUSTOM MADE TO YOUR SIZE.

MANUFACTURED RIGHT HERE IN THE VALLEY

ALL TYPES OF DOORS & DOOR HARDWARE 

AVAILABLE

(719) 589-9952

PREMIUM OILS & GREASES
DIAMOND OIL CO. LLC

Agricultural • Industrial • Oilfield
Commercial • Automotive • Irrigation

Peter Koehn (719) 250-5143 Myron Koehn (970) 209-1142
DIVERSE INVENTORY!

ROOFING BUILDINGS
Metal Roofing Panels & Trims  • Garages, Horse Barns, Hay Sheds 

Complete Building packages  • 26/29 Gauge, 20 Colors, Numerous Profiles 
Let us find your contractor!  • Free Estimates/Quick Turnaround

Your Local Metal Roofing Manufacturer! 

SKYLINE METAL
(719)852-0113 M-F 7 a.m.-5 p.m.

Q

uality

Spray Foam Insulation
LLC

Let us fill your needs with SPRAY FOAM insulation! 
Alvin • (719) 849-5233 catpower@ibyfax.com

7268 S. County Road 4 E • Monte Vista
Call us for all your LOOSE-FILL & BLOW in Attic Insulation needs! 

Sheri Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2188 
Sheri@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Tom Bongers
Independent Broker Agent

720-543-2189
Tom@DenverInsuranceTeam.com

Auto | Home | Life | Commercial | Workers Comp

Wood, Barbed Wire and All Types of 
Residential & Commercial Fencing 

Serving the SLV-Free Estimates
Good Fences Make Good Neighbors!*

(719) 849-1568

Your Great 
Outdoors

Specializing in 

Vinyl Fencing

* We make no guarantees of your
neighbor quality,  just high quality fences.

CUSTOM MARBLE DESIGN
Solid Surface Countertops

Kitchen Countertops
Vanity & Table Tops

Window Sills
and More

Call for 
Free Estimate!

719-849-3990
E-MAIL: cmd@ibyfax.com

$22

Cash for Junk Unwanted Cars & Trucks

719 937 7935
719-849-8491 or Text

No Tittle
No Keys

No Worries !

Synthetic
Traditional
Patches
Interior/Exterior
Paint

Fully Insured
& Bonded

Fully Licensed

Work Guaranteed

Owners: David D. Sanchez Jr. & Brandon Sanchez
Call Today (719) 486-6781

Sanchez Plastering & Masonry

www.facebook.com/alamosaphonerepair
Like us on Facebook for discounts!

Fast, Affordable • Store Front 
WWW.SMARTPHONETABLETREPAIR.COM

(719)937-2646
2101 Main St. Unit A, Alamosa 

Tax and HR Solutions for You! 

Schedule Free Consult today!
www.tahrservices.com

800.875.8609
info@tahrservices.com

• Residential• Residential
• Commercial• Commercial
• New or • New or 

Existing Existing 
ConstructionConstruction

David Miller, OwnerDavid Miller, Owner
719-480-2145719-480-2145
9318 County Road 169318 County Road 16
Antonito, COAntonito, CO

Cozy Home InsulatingCozy Home Insulating
For All your Foam Insulation NeedsFor All your Foam Insulation Needs

Call us for a free estimate!Call us for a free estimate!
Specializing in open Specializing in open 
and closed cell spray and closed cell spray 
foam insulation for foam insulation for 
all applicationsall applications

250 Adams Street, Monte Vista250 Adams Street, Monte Vista
Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order Call Marie at 719-937-9629 to place your order 

today or email mariemedina30@hotmail.comtoday or email mariemedina30@hotmail.com

Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, Specializing in memorial, holiday, any occasion t-shirts, 
apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big apparel, tumblers, coffee mugs, keychains, car and big 

vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. vehicle vinyl and decals, business cards, and much more. 

Shopping That’s Just Your StyleShopping That’s Just Your Style
RenaMarieRenaMarie
BoutiqueBoutique

TheThe

Indio-Hispano 
cultural 
stewards 

highlighted 
in ‘Hilos 

Culturales’ book
CONTRIBUTED

Hilos Culturales Inc. and History 
Colorado of Denver partnered to 
produce “Hilos Culturales: Cultural 
Threads of the San Luis Valley,” a 
22-year profile on 46 awardees of 
the Premio Hilos Culturales Life-
time Achievement Award.

The award is presented to folk 
musicians and folk dancers who 
maintain centuries-old Indio-
Hispano cultural traditions of 
popular ritual music, traditional 
folk ballads, and social dances. 
These musical and social dance 
traditions have been kept vibrant 
throughout the Upper Río Grande 
region of southern Colorado and 
northern New Mexico and beyond, 
into the 21st century.

The book, “Hilos Culturales: 
Cultural Threads of the San Luis 
Valley,” includes an extensive 
introduction by Enrique R. La-
madrid, University of New Mexico 
Press; and a prologue by Adams 
State University Charles Nicholas 
Saenz, Ph.D., professor of history 
and chair of the history, anthro-
pology, philosophy and political 
science department. The book is 
authored by Adams State alumni 
Herman, ’69, and Patsy, ’70 & 
’90, Martínez, recipients of 2016 
Adams State University Educators 
Hall of Fame.

“Working with Herman and 
Patsy on this project has been an 
inspiration,” Saenz said. “Their 
continued dedication to celebrating 
the Hispano arts and culture of this 
region is reflected in the quality of 
this book. I was honored to write 
a prologue.”

San Luis Valley Premio Hilos Cul-
turales award recipients include: 
Elva Valdez, Amos and Juanita 
Bernal, Salomón López, Rose Vi-
alpando, Ann Marie and Aurora 
Vialpando, Luis Madrid, Glenda 
Maes, Lucía “Lucy” Jaramillo, Andy 
Manzanares, Val and Evangeline 
Sena, Padre José Alfonso Muñíz 
and Rubén Domínguez.

Book release events this fall will 
also include the Hilos Culturales 
photo/biography “Desde Ayer 
Exhibit” at History Colorado Mu-
seums in Fort Garland, Trinidad, 
Pueblo, Montrose, and Denver.

 Find us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/ValleyPublishing
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Rio Grande Wellness Center on track
By RIO GRANDE HOSPITAL

DEL NORTE — Currently under 
construction, the Wellness Center proj-
ect at Rio Grande Hospital is a venture 
in moving from illness to wellness. 

Arlene Harms, CEO of Rio Grande 
Hospital and Clinics, compares the 
new Rio Grande Wellness Center to 
common denominators of the world’s 
five “Blue Zones.” Blue Zones are areas 
in the world where people have been 
able to reduce disease and live longer.

As an investment in prevention and 
well-being for the citizens of the Valley, 
the Wellness Center promotes four 
principles: nutrition, moving naturally, 
connecting, and mindfulness. 

Nutrition means eating for wellness, 
eating real food, eating in moderation, 
and incorporating more plants into 
your diet.

The Blue Zones prove eating wisely 
helps us feel better and may help us 
live a longer life.  The Wellness Center’s 
Teaching Kitchen will coach people 
with dietary needs on how to select and 
prepare meals utilizing nutrient-dense 
foods, which are available locally.  Learn 
what ingredients are best and how to 
create a lifestyle of healthy eating.

Encouraging teams of people with 
common needs to provide support to 
one another can help with people’s suc-
cess in attaining health goals.  

With a focus on good ingredients, the 
Teaching Kitchen will use fresh herbs 
grown from the Living Herb Wall in 
the Center’s Garden Meeting Room 
or food grown in the geodesic dome 
greenhouse. 

Nutrition classes will be offered, and 
participants can learn how a plant-slant 
diet leads to a healthier life. Benefits 
include boosting immunity, strength-
ening bones, and helping the digestive 
system function.

People living in the Blue Zones stay 

active; they daily partake in low-inten-
sity activities like gardening, cooking, 
housework, yard work, kneading their 
own bread, walking, dancing, and 
socializing. 

Moving matters. The concept of 
keeping active and moving naturally 
throughout each day is crucial to lon-
gevity. Exercise reduces stress, boosts 
your energy and mood, enhances 
memory and ability to focus, improves 
sleep quality, and helps with weight loss 
and maintenance.

The Wellness Center’s Fitness Center 
and Studio will facilitate physical activ-
ity.  Take a new movement therapy class 
or release endorphins by testing out a 
variety of equipment.  

The center will offer classes such as 
Tai Chi or get your hands in the dirt and 
work in the greenhouse gardens to be 
located in the Geodesic Dome nearby.  

Exiting the Fitness Center door, you 
can connect to eight miles of natural 
single-track walking trails in Del Norte’s 
Lookout Mountain Park. Research has 
shown there is a correlation between 
happiness and time outdoors spent in 
nature and around nature.  

Another Blue Zone concept is 
mindfulness.  Simple practices such as 
focusing on moment or gaining more 
self-awareness and self-regard are all 
part of developing a healthy outlook. 

The Wellness Center provides Quiet 
Rooms for folks to downshift, focus 
on their breathing, relax, reflect, and 
perhaps meditate.  

The Center will provide information 
on community events and opportune 
ways people can gain satisfaction and 
pride by giving back to their commu-
nity, improving the quality of life of 
others in the Valley may additionally 
improve your well-being.

Connecting with others is another 
Blue Zone concept.  According to spe-

Courtesy photos

Construction of the Rio Grande Hospital Wellness Center is beginning to reveal shape and scale with design 
elements that are noninstitutional.

cialists, if you have strong family and 
social connections, you are more likely 
to have stronger immune systems and 
live longer. The Wellness Center’s Com-
munity Lounge will be a great location 
to meet with friends. Face-to-face time 
with other people helps with a sense 
of belonging.  Surrounding yourself 
with a circle of friends who share your 
commitment to a healthy lifestyle plays 
a role in happiness and managing stress 
in your daily life.  

Other benefits include lowering the 
risk of depression, anxiety, and heart 
disease.

Among the goals of the Wellness 
Center are social and economic health 
through programs, activities and class-
es.  It encourages engaging with others 

in your own social circle while making 
new inter-generational connections.   

If we want to feel better, sometimes 
we must rethink our lifestyles.  At the 
Rio Grande Wellness Center, the public 

can learn behaviors that are critical to 
our future wellness, take them home 
and practice them every day. 

This is the third in a six-part series of ar-
ticles about the Rio Grande Wellness Center.
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According to CensusReporter.org and CityData.com the estimated population for 
Monte Vista in 2020 was 4,252.

Monte Vista is almost evenly split between male and female residents with females 
accounting for 54% of the population and males making up 46% of the population. 
Hispanics make up 64% of the population and whites account for 35% of the popu-
lation and 1% other. Median age in Monte Vista is 39.2 years.

The estimated median household income in 2020 was $37,810 while the median 
household income for the state of Colorado was estimated to be $75,231 in 2020.

Median gross rent in the Monte Vista area in 2019 was $665 (40% of the housing 
units are renter-occupied). The median home price in Monte Vista in 2020 for all 
housing units was $119,600.

In March 2019 the cost-of-living index in Monte Vista was 81.6 which is considered 
low – the US average is 100.

The percentage of Monte Vista residents living in poverty in 2020 was 22.2% percent. 

Employment 

The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, Division of Employment and 
Training, provides two full-service Workforce Centers in Monte Vista and Alamosa 
to serve the six rural counties of the San Luis Valley. 

In March 2020, the Valley had a total annual average labor force of 23,657 workers, 
22,109 employed and 1,548 unemployed. The large industry of employment in the 
Valley is agribusiness which employs 4,760 people, followed by education and health 
services with 2,529 and government with 1,891. 

Services available through the Workforce Center include pre-screening and inter-
view scheduling for employers wishing to avoid the time and expense associated 
with handling a great number of phone calls and conducting numerous applicant 
interviews. Labor market information in the form of area wage surveys, employment 
and unemployment statistics, and occupational characteristics of the region’s labor 
market may also be obtained through the office. 

For further information, contact South Central Workforce Center at 2079 Sherman 
Ave., Monte Vista, 719-852-5171. 

Demographics

Clear, pure water

The city of Monte Vista provides water 
to the city and adjacent areas.  Pumped 
from deep wells, the water is of excellent 
quality, with a temperature of 50 degrees 
and is mildly chlorinated.

Sewer

The sewer system is of the primary type 
and is treated in a series of lagoons. The 
city waste treatment facility includes an 
anaerobic and aerobic lagoon.

Landfill
The regional landfill is located six miles 

west of Monte Vista.  Hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. year-round 
and Saturday , 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Loads are 
measured by cubic yard at $4.35 each 
cubic yard. Call 852-3810 or go to www.
slvlandfill.com for information.

Power

Monte Vista and the rural areas immedi-
ately surrounding it have electric service 
provided by Xcel Energy. For rates and 
service information, contact them at (800) 
895-4999 or visit www.XcelEnergy.com. 

The San Luis Valley Rural Electric Co-

operative provides electric service to the 
majority of the rural areas throughout the 
San Luis Valley. 

Information on rates and service can 
be obtained by calling 852-3538. Further 
information can be found on the SLVREC 
website: www.slvrec.com.

Natural gas and propane

Xcel Energy is a distributor of natural gas 
to Monte Vista and the surrounding area. 

Propane service is provided through 
businesses in Monte Vista, as well as others 
throughout the Valley.

Telephone

CenturyLink and Spectrum provide tele-
phone service to the area. Centurylink rate 
and service information can be obtained by 
calling (800) 244-1111 and Spectrum can 
be reached at (855) 757-7328.

Local wireless providers include AT&T, 
Verizon and Viaero.

Waste removal

Monte Vista waste removal services are 
provided by Waste Management Services 
(852-5895) and MDS Waste and Recycle 
(658-3060).

Government
Monte Vista is governed by a council/

city manager form of government, with a 
five-member elected council and mayor, 
who appoint the city manager.

The city provides a full line of services 
including police, municipal court, emer-
gency services, public works, parks and 
recreation, street maintenance, water and 
sewer services. Fire services are provid-
ed through the Monte Vista Fire District. 

City Council:
Mayor Dale Becker
dbecker@ci.monte-vista.co.us

Councilors:
Victor Sigala, Loren Howard, Martha 
Lock and Jason Lorenz

City Manager:
Ginette Dennis-Lounsbury
CityMgr@ci.monte-vista.co.us

Chief of Police:
George Dingfelder

City Contact Info:
Phone: (719) 852-2692 Fax:  (719) 852-
6167
www.cityofmontevista.com
Address: 4 Chico Camino St.

City Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m. – 5:00p.m.; 

City of Monte Vista Boards Meeting 
Schedules:
(Held at City Hall, 4 Chico Camino, 
unless noted)
City Council: 1st and 3rd Thursday of 
every month, 6 p.m
Worksessions: 3rd Tuesday of every 
month, 6p.m.

Planning and Zoning Commission: 
4th Thursday of every month, 6 p.m.
Urban Renewal Authority: 1st 
Tuesday of every month, 7 p.m.
M.V. Municipal Airport Advisory 
Board
Intermittent, see City Manager for 
details.
Tree Board:
2nd Wednesday of every month, 
4:30p.m.
Vali 3 Advisory Board:
139 Adams, 4th Monday of every 
month, 6p.m.

City of Monte Vista’s mission:
“The City of Monte Vista is the largest 
City in the Rio Grande County and has 
a strong history of benefiting not only 
the residents, but the surrounding agri-
cultural community. The City achieves 
these benefits by providing a base of 
Faith, Teamwork, Innovation, Transpar-
ency, Service, and sustainability for the 
community. “

City of Monte Vista’s Vision:
“To create opportunity, growth, and a 
fertile and safe haven for education, 
recreation, business, and families to 
thrive.”

Utilities

Pareidolia: The ability to see 
an image in a ramdom or 
ambiguous visual pattern. 

(Pair-ah-dole-ee-ah)

Winner of Best 
Art Gallery

125 Adams St • Monte Vista
(719) 992-8776 Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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Helpful Phone Numbers
City of Monte Vista  852-2692

 Monte Vista Post Office 852-3431
 National Weather Service 589-3232

 Rio Grande County Assessor 657-3326
 Rio Grande County Clerk  657-3334

Police and fire 852-5111, 911
Valley

Publishing
(719) 852-3531
835 First Ave.
Monte Vista

City of Monte Vista
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Business Directory
Accounting 

Bookkeeping
Walter S. Fullwood CPA, PC

296 Tyndal St., 719-852-2177

 

Four Corners Accounting 

803 First Ave. Suite B, 719-628-

2085 

H&R Block

210 Adams St., 719-852-3338

Kay’s Bookkeeping Services

995 N. Highway 285, 719-852-

5638

Wall, Smith, Bateman & Assoc.

15 Washington St., 719-852-5103

Agriculture
Agro Engineering

0210 Rd. 2 S., 719-852-4957

Colorado Potato Administrative 

Committee

1305 Park Ave., 719-852-3322 

DP Ag Services

0552 W. Rd. 6 N., 719-852-0824

Farm Fresh Direct

15 Washington St., 719-852-2600

Hi Land Potato Company

2468 E. Cty. Road 6 N., 719-852-

4096

Grower-Shipper Potato Co.

132 County Road 34 , 719-852-

3569

I&F Supply

1224 N. Hwy. 285, 719-852-4033

Industrial Ventilation

1393 Hwy. 160, 719-588-2485

Lenco West Inc.

121 N. Broadway, 719-852-0299

Monte Electric

1325 N. Hwy 285, 719-852-2832

Monte Vista Co-op

1901 E. Hwy. 160, 719-852-5181

Pepper Equipment Co.

0931 N Hwy. 285, 719-852-4092

Rio Grande Seed & Grain

2485 E. Rd. 4 N., 719-852-4088

SLV Garden Center 

1669 N. Hwy 285, 719-852-

GROW (4769)

Valley Tractor Repair

2573 S. Rd. 6 E., 719-852-0200 

US Tractor & Harvest

1345 US Hwy 285, 719-852-5928

Wilbur-Ellis

2701 E Rd 1 South, 719-852-3921

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing

1525 E. Hwy. 160, 719-852-0353

Animal Services
Alpine Veterinary Hospital

2835 Sherman Ave., 719-852-2561

Conour Animal Shelter & 

Crematory

2825 Sherman Ave., 719-852-3366

Monte Vista Animal Clinic

1851 Hwy. 160, 719-852-5504

Muddy Paws/ B&J Grooming 

2850 Sherman Ave., 719-588-2816

Noah’s Arff, LLC

Dog Boarding & Cattery, 

Grooming

3152 S. Rd. 3E., 719-588-0083

Arts & Culture
Evelyn Sprouse-Rowe 

719-852-0354

Hauser Handcrafted 

132 Adams St., 303-526-6800

Monte Arts Council

PO Box 249

Pareidolia Gallery

125 Adams St., 719-002-8776

Attorneys
Benjamin F. Gibbons, PC

800 First Ave., 719-852-4731

Eugene Farish

739 First Ave. 719-852-5101

John Wilder

124 Adams St., 719-852-5124

McClure & Eggleston, LLC

15 Washington St., 719-852-5609

Michael Trujillo

1120 Park Ave., 719-852-5993

San Luis Valley Law Firm

101 Chico Ct., 719-852-0627

Zerbi Law Firm, P.C.

40 Washington Street, 719-852-9529 

Automotive
Absolute Shine Auto Body & 

Paint

859 Acequia Drive, 719-852-5700

All-Star Car Wash & Detailing

615 ½ Prospect Ave., 719-580-

9593

American Diesel 

234 Adams St., 719-580-5712 

Automotive Experts

1703 Grande Ave., 719-852-2526

Colorado 4x4 the Jeep Rescue 

League

229 Adams St., 910-859-0918

Discount Auto Parts & Glass

120 S. Broadway, 719-852-2096

Final Touch Automotive

219 Jefferson St., 719-852-3100

Gateway Motors and Service 

1603 US Highway 160, 719-852-

0203

Good Speed Automotive

2140 Grand Ave., 719-852-5485

Haynie’s Napa Auto Parts

1080 N. Hwy. 285, 719-852-0711

Monte Vista Co-op

1901 E. Hwy. 160, 719-852-

5181

San Luis Valley Auto Repair

150 N. Broadway, 719-852-2536

Stanek Auto Body

1324 Hwy. 285, 719-852-4944

Civic and Service 
Organizations

Kiwanis Club

PO Box 287

Monte Vista CDC

847 First Ave., 719-850-2004

Monte Vista Historical Soc.

P.O. Box 323, 719-849-9320

Monte Vista Elks

121 Washington St., 719-852-2456

Rotary of Monte Vista

PO Box 404, 719-852-5486 

Clinics
Creede Family Practice 

719-658-0929

Edward M. Kennedy Health Clinic 

925 Second Ave., 719-852-2512

Monte Vista Community Clinic 

103 Chico Ct., 719-852-9400

Monte Vista Medical Clinic of 

Rio Grande Hospital

1033 Second Ave., 719-852-8827

Rio Grande Hospital Clinic at 

South Fork 

719-873-5494

Rio Grande Hospital Clinic 

719-657-2418

Communications
Valley Communications

719-852-3591

Computers
Southern Colorado Computer 

Services

157 Adams St., 719-852-3512

Construction
Bristol Design Cabinets

2498 S. Rd. 1 E., 719-852-0625

Comfort Zone Insulation

1536 Sickles St., 719-850-1910

Mathias Concrete

1500 N. Farm Rd., 719-852-3732

San Luis Valley Precast 

215 N. Washington, 719-852-6915

 

SLV Quality Concrete, Inc.

2691 S. Rd. 6 E., 719-852-0360

Valley Lumber & Supply Co.

0981 N. Highway 285, 719-852-2481

Valley Roofing
719-852-5230

WLB Septic& Excavation

215 N. Washington, 719-852-7336

Crafts
Get Crafty

148 Adams St., 719-852-3266

Dry Cleaners/Laundry
Sparkle Cleaners

214 Adams St., 719-852-3601

Washtub Laundromat/Carwash

449 S. Broadway, 719-850-2004

Weiss Dry Cleaning

615 E. Prospect Ave., 719-852-269

Education
Adams State University

208 Edgemont Blvd., Alamosa

719-587-7011

Monte Vista School District

345 Prospect Ave., 719-852-5996

Sargent School District

7090 N. CR 2 E., 719-852-4023

Trinidad State Junior College

1011 Main St., Alamosa

719-589-7000

Employment & 
Employment Training

Monte Vista Workforce Center, 

South Central Colorado Region

2079 Sherman Ave.,

719-852-5171

Rocky Mountain SER

1120 Park Ave., 719-852-3162

Entertainment
Monte Vista Golf Course

101 Country Club Dr., 719-852-

4906

Ski Hi Stampede  

PO Box 391, 719-852-2055

Stars & Strikes

1020 Second Ave., 719-852-0250

Star Drive-In/ Best Western Movie 

Manor 

2830 Hwy 160 W., 719-852-2613

Vali 3 Theater

139 Adams St., 719-628-2015

Finance
Farm Credit of Southern Colorado

159 Washington St.,

719-852-3341

RG Bank

901 First Ave., 719-852-5933

SLV Federal Bank

330 Solar Ave., 719-852-5991

Sunflower Bank
101 Adams St., 719-852-5901

Fitness
Monte Vista Athletic Club

2360 Sherman Ave., 719-852-0786

Next Level Fitness & Nutrition 

Washington & First Ave., 719-285-

9417

Florists
Wildwood Blooms

206 Adams St. Suit B (719)628-2888

Funeral Homes
Rogers Family Mortuary

404 Morris, 719-852-3400

Romero Funeral Home

504 Fourth Ave., 719-852-2222 

Strohmayer’s Funeral Home

205 S. Broadway, 719-852-3533

Gift Shops
Pareidolia Gallery

125 Adams St., 719-992-8776

Yours & Mine LLC Varity Store

129 Adams St., 719-480-3424

Crispell’s Collectibles and 

Curiosities

229 Adams St.

Glass
Monte Glass Shop

225 N. Broadway, 719-852-3392

Government
City of Monte Vista

95 W. First Ave., 719-852-2692

Rio Grande County Democratic 

Central Committee

riograndedems@gmail.com

Rio Grande County Republican 

Central Committee

PO Box 670

Grocery
Safeway

1200 2nd Avenue, 719-852-5121

Top Value Cost Plus Foods

222 Solar Ave., 719-852-3612

Hardware/Plumbing
Rocky Mountain Plumbing 

Supplies

2035 Grande Ave., 719-852-0759

Hobbies and Recreation
Del Monte Gun Cub

2355 W. U.S. 160, 719-589-4155

SLV Antique Iron Club. Inc.

P.O. Box 605

Valley Gun Service

1419 Hwy. 160, 719-852-2716

Wenta Nip & Sanitizing, llc

“Sprouts Wenta-Away”

A local family-
owned business 

specializing in 
potato sprout 

control and 
crop storage 

management 
solutions.

Monte Vista, Colorado
(719) 852-0353 • www.wentanip.com

Yours & Mine Yours & Mine LLCLLC

Variety StoreVariety Store
129 Adams Street129 Adams Street

Monte VistaMonte Vista
719-480-3424719-480-3424
Daisy GraceDaisy Grace



Page 6 Monte Vista Business Directory 2023-2024

Business Directory

Quality Designer Clothing 

for Men & Women

839 First Ave. • Monte Vista

(719) 852-8849 
Winter Hours: 

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Open Sundays 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

Nov. & Dec.

Watch for Extended Holiday
Hours Nov. 23-Dec. 21 

Like us on Facebook @bebeautifulmontevista

THE

FINERY
boutique

Monte Glass Shop
Automotive Glass/Windshield Chip Repairs

Replacement Windows & Doors

Screens • Mirrors
Storm Windows • Shower Doors

719-852-3392
225 N. Broadway • Monte Vista

www.monteglassshop.com

Home Décor
The Polished Edge

1935 Grand Ave., 719-852-6939 

Hospitals
Conejos County Hospital 

19021 Hwy 285, La Jara, 719-

274-5121

Rio Grande Hospital 

310 County Road 14, Del Norte

719-657-2510

San Luis Valley Regional 

Medical Center 

106 Blanca Ave., Alamosa,

719-589-2511 

Household Goods
Nazarene Thrift Store

730 First Ave., 719-852-2713

Rainbow’s End Thrift Store

154 Adams St., 719-852-3930

Industrial
Ecodynamics

5492 US Hwy. 160,

719-852-2662 

Formation Ag 

1021 US Hwy 285 N., 719-849-

6633 

Miller Coors LLC

696 Schaefer Rd., 719-852-3787

Monte Vista Machine & Tool

0839 Hwy. 285, 719-852-4990

Mountain King Potatoes

840 Hwy. 285, 719-852-2160

Proximity Malt

1001 N. Rd. 3 E., 414-755-8388

SLV Ice

719-852-2364

Valley Monument

0843 N. Hwy. 285,

719-852-2252

Valley Wide Welding

1325 Third Ave., 719-852-2482

Insurance
360 Insurance Company 

729 First Ave., 719-852-8840 

Colorado Farm Bureau

247 Adams St., 719-852-5909

Mountain Valley Medicare

2079 Sherman Ave.

Sechrist Insurance

321 Stallo St., 719-852-2626

State Farm Insurance

1639 Grand Ave., 719-852-3548

Investments
Edward Jones Investments

806 First Ave., 719-852-4761 

Laboratory (Medical) 
Services

Rio Grande Hospital Lab 

Services

310 County Road 14,

719-657-4135

San Luis Valley Health Lab 

Services

719-587-1226

Liquor
Southwest Liquor

2011 Grand Ave., 719-852-9660

Park Avenue Liquor

1120 Park Ave., 719-852-2107

Lodging
Best Western Movie Manor Inn

2830 US Hwy 160,

719-852-5921

The Mansion Bed & Breakfast

1030 Park Ave., 719-852-5151

Monte Villa Inn

925 First Ave. 719-852-5166

Rio Grande Motels, Inc.

25 N. Broadway, 719-852-3516

Sandhill Inn & Suites

1519 Grand Ave., 719-852-3585 

Windmill Bed & Breakfast

4340 W. Highway 160,

719-852-0438

or 800-467-3441

Media
KSLV/KYDN/KBGV Radio

109 Adams, 719-852-3581

Monte Vista Journal

835 First Ave., 719-852-3531

SLVoices

P.O. Box 533, 719-239-1811

Medical
Carli Santi, Dental Hygienist

1120 Park Ave.,

719-849-9749

Children’s Specialty Clinic 

of the San Luis Valley

10 Rupert St., 719-852-3742

David Hinkley, OD

37 Washington St., 719-852-3442

EMKHC Health & Dental Clinic 

(VWHS)

925 2nd Ave, 719-852-2512

Joseph Lucero, DDS

Prosthodontist

10 Rupert Ave., 719-852-2552

Monte Vista Eye Care Center

101 Chico Court, Suite B, 719-

852-3412

Monte Vista Chiropractic and 

Wellness LLC

36 Washington St., 719-849-8091

Rio Grande Hospital Monte 

Vista Medical Clinic

1033 Second Ave., 719-852-8827

Rio Grande Hospital Physical 

Therapy 

1033 Second Ave., 719-628-0118

SLV Health/Monte Vista 

Medical Clinic

103 Chico Court, 719-852-9400

SLV Health Pro Therapy

 37 Adams St., 719-852-5144

Trenholm Chiropractic 

803 First Ave., 719-588-7437

Visiting Angels Home Care

970-264-5991

Williams Family Chiropractic

750 Second Ave., 719-852-4032

Pharmacy
Jack’s Market Pharmacy

222 Solar Avenue, 719-852-9894

Monte Vista Medical Clinic 

Pharmacy

1033 Second Ave., 719-628-0533

Physical Therapy
Edward M. Kennedy Physical 

Therapy 

925 Second Ave., 719-852-7081

Monte Vista PRO Therapy 

37 Adams St., 719-852-5144

Rio Grande Hospital Monte Vista 

Medical Clinic Physical Therapy

1033 Second Ave., 719-628-0118

Rio Grande Hospital Del Norte 

Physical Therapy

310 County Road 14,

719-657-4140

Printing and Publishing
Monte Vista Journal

835 First Ave., 719-852-3531

O&V Printing, Inc.

342 Santa Fe Ave., Alamosa,

719-589-9228

Radiology
Rio Grande Hospital Radiology/

Imaging

310 County Road 14, Del Norte, 

719-657-4151

San Luis Valley Health 

Radiology

719-587-1231

Real Estate
Allpine Title Company
950 Second Ave., 719-852-0587

Legends Premier Properties
801 First Ave., 719-852-0450

Roberts Group Real Estate 
719-966-0799

Restaurants/Bars
Baldo’s
1100 Park Ave., 719-852-0222

Bobolicious Gourmet Coffee
139 Adams St.

China Garden
819 First Ave., 719-852-2002

Dairy Queen
705 First Ave., 719-852-2180

Dos Rios
1635 US Hwy 160, 719-852-0545

Don Tomas Bakery and Breakfast
829 1st Ave., 719-852-0981

Fernandez Taqueria
159 Euclid St., 719-852-4956

Scrumpy Moo’s
110 Adams St., 719-628-2110

Nino’s 
118 Adams St., 719-852-0101

The Pivot Public House
201 Jefferson St.

Pizza Hut
2015 Grande Ave., 719-852-4079

 

The Polished Bean

1935 Grande Ave., 719-628-2720

Quincy’s Steak & Spirits 

138 Adams St., 719-852-8977

Rain Brews

104 Adams St., 

Sonic Drive-In

1820 Grand Ave., 719-852-2620

Stars & Strikes

1020 Second Ave., 719-852-0250

Subway

2041 Grand Ave, 719-852-2423

Sunflour Bakery
278 N. Hwy. 285, 719-852-6945

Taqueria y Antojitos Los Lopez

1042 Park Ave., 719-628-2724

Worth-The-Drive Family Bakery 

5115 E County Road 9 S, 719-

852-0967

Retail
Big R 

105 Chico Camino, 719-852-6164

Bontrager’s Variety Store

9726 S. Cty. Rd. 3 E, 719-852-

0500

The Finery Boutique 

839 First Ave., 719-852-

8849

Grand Ave. Tattoo & Piercings

1639 Grand Avenue, 719-557-

1914

General Thrift Store 

143 Adams St, 719-852-0230

Monte Vista Co-op

1901 E. Hwy. 160, 719-852-

5181

My Sister’s Pantry

210 N. Broadway

Rena Marie Boutique

250 Adams St.

Wayne’s Print Shop

720 First Ave. Suite #1, 303-956-

4778

Retirement Living
Colorado State Veterans Center

PO Box 97, Homelake, 719-852-

5118

Monte Vista Estates

2277 East Dr., 719-852-5138 

The Legacy

100 Chico Camino, 719-852-

5179

Tri-County Senior Citizens 

& Housing, Inc. 

311 Washington St., 719-852-

5778

Salons
Charizma 

43 N. Broadway, 719-852-4498

Designs by Jen 

1000 Park Ave., 719-580-9911

Hair Experience 

1639 Grande Avenue, 719-850-

3066

Monte Vista Haircutting 

Company

813 First Avenue, 719-852-2588

Queens Nails 

208 Adams St., 719-852-8833

Salon Herrera

47 Adams St., 303-548-1613

Stretch’s Cuts Barbershop 

39 Washington St., 719-628-2777

The Salon

258 Adams St.

 

Utilities
San Luis Valley Rural Electric 

Cooperative

3625 W. Highway 160, 719-852-

3538

MDS Waste & Recycle 

719-658-3060

Waste Management

1245 N Hwy 285, 719-852-5895

Wound Care 
Rio Grande Hospital Wound Care 

Center

310 County Road 14, 719-657-

3277
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Glasurit Waterborne Paint… 
Environmentally Friendly!

Free 
Estimates

All Insurance 
Claims 

Accepted

Get Crafty
               Craft Supply Store

148 Adams Street
Monte Vista

719-850-1163

Tuesday - Friday 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Owner, Michele Staggs

Call today to make an appointment!

210 Adams St.

Monte Vista

Ph. (719) 852-3338

Fax (719) 628-2736
Business Services

Bookeeping
Payroll

Taxes & Advice
AVAILABLE YEAR-ROUND

Your Community Thrift Store!
All profits benefit local charities! www.lapuente.net

R
a

in
bow’s En

d

The Rainbow’s End thrift stores are locally-started, community-operated businesses that 
earn revenue through the resale of second-hand goods. 100% of the profits from Rainbow’s 
End support La Puente’s services. The thrift stores also provide affordable goods to those in 
need, employment, employment training opportunities, and outreach assistance to people 
experiencing homelessness and crisis situations. 

Annually over 16,000 individuals and family members receive at least one of La Puente’s 
services, including emergency shelter, nutritious food from one of our 15 pantries, hous-
ing with supportive services, after-school youth-stabilization services, educational gardens, 
homeless prevention resources, soup kitchen meals, home outreach visits, and more. 

Monte Vista 
154 Adams St.
(719) 852-3930

Monday-Saturday 
10 am - 5 pm 

Sunday 10 am - 4 pm 

Alamosa 
510 Main St.

(719) 589-8778 
Monday-Saturday 

10 am - 6 pm

Center 
350 Worth St.

(719) 754-0245 
Monday-Friday

10 am - 6 pm

The Monte Vista School District boasts more than 
1,150 students and about 80 full-time classroom teachers. 
The teachers are exceptionally creative in meeting the 
needs of the district’s talented students. 

The district has two elementary schools, one middle 
school, two high schools, and an online academy. 

According to the National Center for Education Statis-
tics (NCES), (the last academic year data available was 
2020-2021) 51 percent of the students are of Hispanic 
descent and 48 percent white. The student teacher ratio 
is 14.41. The median household income in the district is 
$38,175. 65.2 percent of the households have broadband 
internet. 17.1 percent of the families in the district earn an 
income below the poverty line. In 81.7% of the homes, 
English is the only language spoken at home.

The district is large enough to offer a wide variety 
of educational and extracurricular programs and small 
enough to provide personal attention to each student. The 
schools operate on a four-day week, with Fridays off. 

Monte Vista School District opened an Early Learning 
Center for Pre-K in October of 2022.

Marsh School, “The Sunshine School”, “where 
purposeful play propels bright futures,” serves stu-
dents in preschool and kindergarten. 

The learning environment is marked by nurturing 
teachers and excitement for learning. 

Behavior expectations at Marsh are defined as the “3 
C’s” — CAPABLE: Showing “I can” by being persistent 
in mastering new skills and taking responsibility for my 
actions. COOPERATIVE: Working together so everyone 
can be safe and everyone can learn. CARING: Thinking 
of others and being a good friend. 

Staff teaches, practices and reinforce these expecta-
tions in every area of the school. 

The building was enlarged recently and the playground 
is a virtual tour of the San Luis Valley’s natural attractions.

The Mission of Marsh School is “to provide children 
a “just right” place filled with purposeful play.” 

NCES data showed a student-teacher ratio of 12.89. 
For more information on Marsh School visit: http://

marsh.monte.k12.co.us/ 

Bill Metz Elementary serves grades 2-5 and 
emphasizes child development, as well as dynamic 
instruction. Parents may choose from multi-age, looping 
or single-age options.

Featuring technology instruction, vocal and instru-
mental music, art, physical education, swimming, gifted 
and talented programming and many tutorial programs, 
the staff offers every student the opportunity to excel. 
Reading, composition and mathematics are stressed and 
the school’s computerized library offers a rich learning 
resource. 

The mission of Bill Metz Elementary is “to inspire the 
pursuit of excellence, one student at a time.” 

Bill Metz Elementary’s vision is “to achieve educa-
tional excellence by preparing students, parents, staff 
and community members for the future.” 

The NCES dashboard shows a student-teacher ratio 
of 12.39 at Bill Metz. 

The school is named after their former principal and 
district Superintendent, Dr. Bill Metz, who served at 
the Elementary from 1979 to 1984 before becoming 
Superintendent until 1993. “Dr. Metz was admired for 
his diligent work to improve academics and facilities for 
Monte Vista Students during his time as Superintendent.” 
Dr. Metz passed away Oct. 1, 2020, at the age of 74. 

For more information this school visit: http:// bme.
monte.k12.co.us/ 

Monte Vista Middle School serves grades 6-8 and 
bridges the gap between elementary and high school.

Its energetic teachers make a great match for young 
adolescent students. A full complement of intramural (6th 
grade) and extracurricular (7th and 8th grade) sports are 
offered and everyone gets a chance to play. 

The music program includes a marching band, 
choir and other activities to hone each child’s natural 
abilities. Their Mission is to “Build a safe, student 
focused; achievement oriented learning community 
for Everyone.” 

MVMS welcomed a new principal for the 2019-2020 
Academic Year. Andrew Hawkins has lived in the SLV 
since 2002. 

According to the NCES, MVMS has a student-teacher 
ratio of 12.5. 

MVMS’swebsiteis: http://mvms.monte.k12.co.us/ 

Monte Vista High School serves grades 9-12.
Science students annually win regional, state and 

international honors, and the marching band has won state 
championships more times than any other high school 
band in Colorado, including last year most recently. 
Other programs have also boasted national competitors, 
including FBLA and SkillsUSA. 

The technology program is also superb and the library 
is computerized. The school has an agreement with Ad-
ams State University wherein students can earn college 
credit while taking upper-level high school coursework 
— paid entirely by the district! 

A new, modernized expanded building was completed 
in 2013 and includes new athletic facilities, parking and 
other amenities. 

According to the NCES, MVHS has a student-teacher 
ratio of 14.44. 

MVHS students are often seen volunteering at local 
organizations like Conour Animal Shelter and the Vali 
Theater and every Pirate Pride Day they volunteer to clean 
up various sites in the City of Monte Vista, including the 

Monte Vista Cemetery and the Skate Park. 
MVHS operates under the mantra of behavior that 

exhibits Pirate P.R.I.D.E. (Positive, Respectful, Inspiring, 
Devoted, Enthusiastic). 

For more information visit: http://mvhs.monte. k12.
co.us/ 

The Byron Syring DELTA Center offers a full 
range of core courses and elective courses. Students 
can earn a high school diploma from the Colorado 
accredited high school program or pursue their GED. 
The DELTA Center’s primary function is to serve the 
needs of students and to help them gain the skills and 
knowledge necessary for success in life beyond school. 
The DELTA Center offers an individualized, self-paced, 
flexible learning environment that emphasizes personal 
commitment and progress. 

According to their website, “The DELTA Center’s 
primary function is existential (not just academic), and 
it is to serve the needs of high-risk students and to help 
them gain the skills and knowledge necessary for success 
beyond secondary school.” 

The NCES has a student-teacher ratio of 34.64 listed 
for the DELTA Center. 

DELTA Center students are also often seen volunteer-
ing in the community and recently completed artwork for 
the Annual Swoop of the Cranes city-wide art project, 
which was displayed during the spring/summer in front 
of the Monte Villa Inn. 

For more information visit: http://bsdc.monte. k12.
co.us/ 

The Monte Vista Online Academy is “Colorado’s 
First (since 1997) and more experienced online school 
in Colorado.” It is “a free, accredited, public online 
school offering students anywhere in Colorado a rigor-
ous curriculum taught by highly qualified, experienced 
teachers. We understand that not all students fit the 
traditional school mold, and we are pleased to offer a 
positive choice to those unique students still searching 
for an effective way to meet their educational needs.” 
They ensure all the education for grades 4-12 meets 
Colorado Academic Standards and they also have dozens 
of elective offerings as well. 

For more information about the Online Academy, 
visit: http://www.mvola.org/ 

Monte Vista Headstart is a non-profit institution for 
children ages 3-5 focusing on social, emotional, cogni-
tive and physical development. Their Core Values are: 
“Quality: Provide best services available. Safety: Safe 
environment for staff, children, and families. Dedication: 
Staff and families are committed. Integrity: Honesty 
and professionalism, good morals/values, cohesiveness 
-- sticking together. Effectiveness: Meeting learning 
outcomes.” Their Educational Services are : 

Creative curriculum and research-based teaching 
strategies Gold 

Assessment for each child to track long-term out-
comes. 

School and kindergarten readiness 
Colorado state standard 
Free nutritious meals
For more information visit: http://mvheadstart.org 

The Sargent School District is located seven miles 
north of the City of Monte Vista. According to the NCES, 
they have over 300 students and an overall student-teacher 
ratio of 11.07. All of their schools, including a Pre-School, 
Elementary School, Junior High and High School are 
located on the same campus. Many of the Sargent Farm-
ers’ families represent their mascot accurately and are 
part of the farming and ranching community, essential 
to the SLV economy. 71 percent of Sargent students are 
white, 20 percent Hispanic or Latino, 7 percent American 
Indian/Alaskan Native and three percent identify as two 
or more races. The median income for parents in the 
Sargent District is $73,438. 75.9 percent of parents are 
high school graduates themselves and 46.5 percent have 
at least some college education. 

According to the NCES, the student-teacher ratio 
for the Elementary level is 11.96, the Junior High has a 
ratio of 9.49 and the High School has a ratio of 10.47. 

Sargent School takes pride in having small schools 
with big results and “High numbers of science fair, Pan 
American Day, Art, Vocational Ag, FBLA and other 
award winners.” Their Mission is to “Inspire students 
to care more, learn more, and experience more in a 
safe and engaging learning environment.” Their Vision 
is “Dig deeper by placing students first while creating 
experiences that lead to lifelong learning and success.” 

For more information on the School District vis-
it: https://sargent.k12.co.us/ 

The Sargent Early Learning Center accepts stu-
dents from toddlers in their ones and twos to full-day 
preschool children. “The Sargent Early Learning Center 
is a Cooperative Learning Center with a developmentally 
appropriate program for preschool children. The program 
has been developed to be a positive experience to enhance 
self-esteem, social skills, developed motor skills and 
cognitive learning. These skills are developed through 
play, music and movement, readiness activities and 
learning centers. The children are under the guidance of 
a caring professional staff. The school provides a model 
preschool for children ages 1 through 5 and follows the 
Sargent School district calendar. The center is a licensed 
facility with a maximum of 60 children.” 

For more information on this program visit: https://
sargentearlylearning.wixsite.com/selc
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131  Market  St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2492131  Market  St. • Alamosa • 719-589-2492

THANK YOUTHANK YOU    
San Luis Valley for San Luis Valley for voting us voting us 

BEST GROCERY STOREBEST GROCERY STORE
& BEST PHARMACY& BEST PHARMACY

6 1 3  M a i n  S t r e e t  •  A l a m o s a  •  ( 7 1 9 )  9 3 7 - 2 0 9 8

Best 
Pizza

T H A N K  Y O U !
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THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

number 1 electrician

Proud to be Voted the Valley’s

BEST BARBEQUE
703 Main Street

Alamosa
719-937-2523

woodysqshack.com

VALLEY– Nearly 17,000 votes were cast in 
the 2023 “Best of the San Luis Valley” online 
voting, an almost 60 percent increase over 
2022. The annual contest is spon-
sored by the Valley Courier and 
Valley Publishing’s six weekly 
papers.

A record number on 
nominations by category 
were also received in 
that portion of the 
contest, numbering 
over 1,100 and nearly 
doubling the number 
of nominations made 
last year.

The winners by category 
will be shared online today as 
well as in the printed columns to 
follow, declaring the “Best of the Best” 
in the San Luis Valley.

Several SLV businesses dominated voting by 
winning in more than one category, including 
Friar’s Fork Restaurant, specializing in Italian 
cuisine, which also was nominated earlier 

this year as one of the best new restaurants in 
the country. They were voted tops for Italian 
restaurant, romantic restaurant, best place to 

take an out of town guest, and best 
bartender.

Seven local businesses won 
in three categories: Sauveci-

to Grill, Garcia Auto, 
Lindo Jalisco, SLV 

Federal Bank, Kristi 
Mountain Sports, Rio 

Grande  Hospit a l 
and Scrumpy Moo’s.

Winning in two cat-
egories were: Big John’s 

Furniture, Cottonwood 
Dental, Spare Keg Brewerks, 

City Market, The Bridge re-
tirement home, Colorado Re-

alty, Chief Liquor, and Lucky Bamboo 
Asian Restaurant.

Many of the winners have consistently been 
voted the best since the contest started 10 
years ago as the “Best of Alamosa.”

Here are the results:

Winners announced in third 
annual ‘Best of the SLV’

2023

Best Equipment and 
Service

Sorum Tractor Co.,Inc

Best Farm Sprinkler 
Service

Agro Engineering Inc

Best Fertilizer & 
Pesticide

MV Co-op

Best Meat Processor
Valley Meat Market 
Wholesale

Best Potato Warhouse
Skyline Potato

Best Seed Comapany
Rio Grande Seed & Grain

Best Art Gallery
Pareidolia

Best Attraction
Great Sand Dunes 
National Park and 
Preserve

Best Family 
Entertainment

Casey McCoy ARTS LLC 
Alamosa CO

Best Festival
Stampede
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507 State Ave  •  Alamosa • (719) 937-2535

THANKS!
For choosing us as 

your favorite
Asian Restaurant

We appreciate the business!

Bring Your 

Own Food from 

Anywhere!

Honored to be Voted

‘BEST BEER SELECTION’ 
‘BEST HAPPY HOUR’

FORMERLY SQUARE PEG BREWERKS
www.SpareKeg.com

625 Main 719-580-7472 Alamosa

(260) 519-3202
1216 N. Hwy 285 • Monte Vista

Best Dance Studio

Best Local Event
First Fridays with Visit 
Alamosa

Best Movie Theater/ 
Drive-in

Ski-Hi 6 Theater

Best Museum
Fort Garland Museum & 
Cultural Center

Best Musical Venue
Society Hall

Best Outdoor Event
Ski Hi Stampede

Best Place to Take Out 
of Town Guest

The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Places for Kid’s 
Birthday Party

The Playhouse

Best Staycation 
Location

Mellow Moon Lodge

Best Theatre
Creede Repertory Theatre

Best Asian Restaurant
Lucky Bamboo

Best Bakery
Worth the Drive Bakery

Best Barbecue 
Restaurant

Woody’s Q Shack

Best Bartender (name 
& place)

The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Beer Selection
Spare Keg Brewerks

Best Breakfast
Campus Cafe

Best Breakfast Burrito
Sauvecito Grill

Best Brunch
Scrumpy Moo’s of Monte 
Vista

Best Catering
Lindo Jalisco

Best Chinese Restaurant
Lucky Bamboo

Best Coffee House
Roots by Blessed

Best Dessert
Frosty Acres Rolled Ice Cream

Best Family Friendly 
Restaurant

Scrumpy Moo’s of Monte 
Vista
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1591 State Ave. • Alamosa • 719-206-2777 • garciaautosales.1591@gmail.com

Thank You For Voting Us Number One In...
 Best Auto 

Repair
Best Oil 
Change

Best Tire 
Shop

In-House Financing (on Select Vehicles) 4

Oil Changes 4  Tires 4  Auto Service 4     

We can find You the Perfect Vehicle on request

TRUCKS AND CARS
AT GREAT PRICES
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www.centurypa.com/senior-living/bridge-alamosa/

3407 Carroll Street
Alamosa

719-587-3514

THANKS FOR VOTING US
Best Assisted Living Center

Best Retirement Facility

“We Love Our Life!”

Family Denistry
Darrell G. Jackson D.D.S.

2405 Mullins Ave.
Alamosa

719-589-5272

Celebrating 20 years
serving the San Luis Valley!

Proud to be Voted BEST PLUMBER

Eight SLV baseball players 

named All-State

— Page 5

SLV Amateur Radio 

Association hosts Field Day — Page 6

Today's Issue Sponsored By:

WEDNESDAY EDITION   |   WWW.ALAMOSANEWS.COM
VOLUME 97, NO. 102

$1

June 28, 2023

LOCAL NEWS... LOCAL VIEWS

SLVSLV

Today!Today!

&&

■ 

■ 

■ See HIKER page 3

Visit our

 website

Your heavy duty headquarters

Alamosa 

Commissioners 

to meet today 

for a regular 

meeting

ALAMOSA — The Alamosa 

County Board of County 

Commissioners will meet 

on June 28 at 8:30 a.m. 

for a regular meeting. 

After a public comment 

llowing will 

By JOHN WATERS

News Editor

SANGRE DE CRIS-

TO MOUNTAINS — On 

June 24, Alamosa Vol-

unteer Search and Res-

cue (AVSAR) received 

a call from a hiker that 

had gotten lost while 

down climbing the Little 

Blanca— Blanca Tra-

verse route; a mile-long 

ridge between Little 

Bear Peak and Blanca 

Peak. The route includes 

a descent on a ridge that 

is between 1 and 10 feet. 

AVSAR triangulated the 

location of the hiker and 

determined he was off 

the traverse route and 

in Blanca Creek Basin. 

Helicopter assistance 

from Guardian Flight 

out of Alamosa was dis-

patched, while en route, 

the pilot timed out of 

flight hours. A Life-

line5 helicopter was 

dispatched to Incident 

Command. Lifeline5 at-

tempted to insert two 

AVSAR team members 

utilizing night vision 

goggles. While over the 

Blanca Basin and after 

spotting the hiker, there 

was no ambient light to 

be able to land safely in 

the basin.

At first daylight, res-

cue personnel would be 

inserted by helicopter to 

assist and medically sta-

bilize the hiker. AVSAR 

leadership remained in 

regular contact with the 

hiker via text message 

and calls to continually 

assess the hiker’s men-

tal and physical status. 

Emergency assistance is 

given to this hiker on June 

24 by a medical provider 

from Alamosa Volunteer 

Search and Rescue. 

Photo courtesy AVSAR

Hiker rescued from Blanca Massif

and figuratively) in folk 

of raw, unfiltered tal

in a fire reported just before 5 p.m. 

firefighters arrived on scene. 

fuel the flames resulting in several 

Stone said. Firefighters stopped 

Blanca house fire

a half-dozen firefighters.

ing to two vehicle fires, one on Sun

Two killed in two-

vehicle accident 

on Highway 285

By PRISCILLA 

WAGGONER

of two of the five people in the 

Cruze. All five people were 

Following the accident, the 

driver of the Cruze, identi-

fied as Becky Thompson, 37, 

Ariz., was trans-

fiancé and two other children 

fiancé sustained serious inju

truck, identified as Timothy 

ons says the five people in 
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Summer Food 

Program 

available in South 

Conejos Schools

One in six children in Colorado 

don’t have access to foods needed to 

thrive. Kids that miss out on proper 

nutrition during the summer are 

more likely to experience learning 

loss and develop long-term health 

consequences.

The Summer Food Service 

Program (SFSP) is about serving 

kids across the community free 

breakfast and lunch all summer 

long when they do not have access 

to school lunch or breakfast.

The SFSP provides free, nutri-

tious meals to children 18 years of 

age and under at approved sites in 

areas with high concentrations of 

low-income children.

Summer meals will be provided 

at South Conejos School District 

from June 5 through July 31. 

• Breakfast: 7:30-9 a.m. 

• Lunch: 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

To find summer meal sites, visit 

kidsfoodfinder.org or text ‘Food’ or 

‘Comida’ to 877-877.

Karissa 

Rodriguez makes 

spring 2023 

Dean’s List

TOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn 

University has announced its 

spring 2023 Dean’s List honorees. 

To qualify for the Dean’s List, a 

student must be enrolled in 12 

hours of graded credits and earn a 

semester grade point average of 3.4 

to 3.99. Karissa Rodriguez  from 

Romeo is a spring 2023  Dean’s 

List honoree.

By Diane Drekmann

FORT GARLAND — The an-

ticipated buffalo soldiers: reVision 

exhibit opened at the Fort Garland 

Museum June 24. Many hands came 

together to tell this important part 

of history. 

Buffalo Soldier descendant, his-

torian and member of the Southern 

Ute tribe, Johnny Taylor Valdez 

opened the exhibit by giving honor 

to his Native American and African 

American heritage.

He gave a blessing for “...th
e great 

people who came before and bless 

those who come.”

Valdez’s grandfather “Jack” John 

John Bell, 82, attended the buffalo soldiers: reVision 

opening in Fort Garland on June 24. His father, 

grandfather, and uncle were Buffalo Soldiers.

Buffalo soldiers: reVision exhibit 

opens at Fort Garland Museum

Photos by Diane Drekmann

Carolynne, Leticia, and Erwin Taylor are descendants of 

a Buffalo Soldier and attended the opening of the buffalo 

soldiers: reVision exhibit at Fort Garland on June 24.

Please see SOLDIERS on Page 2A

Los Vecinos Baliadores 

holds appreciation luncheon

Los Vecinos Valiadores is a 

dance group that focuses on 

traditional waltzes from Spain 

and northern New Mexico. 

They performed during an 

appreciation luncheon on June 

21 in Antonito.

Photo by Diane Drekmann

By Diane Drekmann

ANTONITO — Los Vecinos 

Baliadores held an appreciation 

luncheon for its dancers on June 

21 in Antonito. They are a dance 

group that focuses on the tradi-

tional waltzes from Spain and 

northern New Mexico, as opposed 

to Folklorico, which features dances 

from Mexico.

Please see DANCERS on Page 5A

Christopher 

Mondragon

Man wanted 

in connection 

with death of 

Kenny John

By Priscilla Waggoner

ALAMOSA — The Blanca Police 

Department is 

seeking assis-

tance from the 

public in locat-

ing Christopher 

Mondragon, 28. 

Blanca Police 

Department’s 

Chief of Police 

Rick Rodriguez 

informed the 

Valley Courier 

that Mondragon 

is wanted in connection with the death 

of Kenny John.

John, 46, was reported missing on 

Please see WANTED on Page 2A

A woman holds a cereal box featuring the 

1966 Antonito High School football team 

on it. An open house to discuss the future 

of the Conejos County Museum was held 

on June 20.

Photo by Diane Drekmann

Future of Conejos County Museum discussed at open house

By Diane Drekmann

ANTONITO — Julie Chacon, Director of 

the Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 

(SdCNHA), held an open house on June 20 

at the Conejos County Museum in Antonito 

to gather the community’s thoughts about its 

future.

Because of various issues, the museum has 

been closed. SdCNHA has partnered with 

Conejos County and agreed to take care of the 

inside of the building while the county takes 

care of the outside. Chacon said her grandpar-

ents were one of the original families in Capulin 

and have ancestors from Los Sauces.

Chacon then posed several questions to 

the crowd.

“What do you want to see in the museum,” 

she asked. “Should we just highlight Antonito 

or tell about the surrounding areas — Platero, 

Ortiz, San Antonio, Los Lobatos? What stories? 

What displays? Focus on railroads, mountains, 

and agriculture? Or a little
 bit about all of it? 

What should we name the museum?”

Chacon mentioned she spoke to the Ute 

tribal council “To respectfully tell their stories.”

Please see MUSEUM on Page 6A

Correction

Due to a reporting error, a story 

on the San Luis Valley Ecosystem 

Council that ran in last week’s edi-

tion of the Conejos County Citizen 

incorrectly stated it had purchased 

half-a-million acres in Saguache 

County. SLV Ecosystem Council 

Director Chris Canaly was actually 

referring to a potential wilderness 

designation in the Sangre de Cristo 

Mountains, which are mostly in 

Saguache County. The Conejos 

County Citizen apologizes for the 

error.
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CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd will be performing from 2-4 p.m. on July 2 at Basham Park in Creede as part of the Creede Arts Council’s summer concert series.Shepherd is an Americana sing-er-songwriter, who was born and raised in Alaska. He is currently residing in the mountains of Colo-rado. He wants nothing more than to write and perform songs that tell stories and make you want to sing along.
Shepherd also owns and operates the Shepherd Music Experience, a music school centered on the innate creative abilities that exist within all his students — children and adults alike.

For more information, contact Creede Arts Council at creed-earts@outlook.com. To view CAC’s entire summer lineup, visit on-line www.creedeartscouncil.com/music-in-the-park.

Alamosa fireworks at the fairgroundsALAMOSA — In cooperation with the City of Alamosa, San Luis Valley Federal Bank recently an-nounce its 25th annual fireworks show will be on July 4, at the Ala-mosa Fairgrounds at 9:30 p.m. The show is free to the public.In the event of bad weather or dry conditions, the show will be moved to a later date.
San Luis Valley Federal Bank will regularly post updates and notices regarding the event. Visit www.slvfed.bank, for more information.

Karissa Rodriguez makes spring 2023 
Dean’s ListTOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn University has announced its spring 2023 Dean’s List honorees. To qualify for the Dean’s List, a student must be enrolled in 12 hours of graded credits and earn a semester grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99. Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.

Shepherd 
performing in 

Creede on July 2

By Marie MccolMMONTE VISTA — On Saturday and Sunday, June 24-25, the Ray Hinton Memorial Jackpot was held at the Ski-Hi Complex. Children of all ages attended the event. The Jackpot is a CJSA, Colo-rado Junior Swine Association, sanctioned show. Co-founder of the event, Heather Tillman talked about how it got started.“Ray Hinton passed away, and he and I actu-ally started this as a way for our kids to get some extra showing time here Valley wide, before our county fair, which is the first full week of August,” she said. “We sanctioned it with the CJSA the Colorado Swine Association. It has just grown; it is statewide now. We also have people that come from out of state, New Mexico, Utah, sometimes Kansas. So, this just keeps getting bigger and big-ger every year.” 
Tillman said that the show was a great oppor-tunity for kids to show what they have been work-

ing hard on. Tillman said the kids obtain their animals, including the lambs, goats, and hogs in March or April, and the steers in December, then they go on to sell some at the county fair in August.Tillman said that the kids also go up to the state fair in Pueblo to show their animals in late August.“The kids work and really put a lot of hard work into these animals,” Tillman said. “This is a way for the kids not only to show off the livestock industry, but this is also a way for people who don’t know about livestock, to see the industry 

On Saturday and Sunday, June 24-25, the Ray 
Hinton Memorial Jackpot was held at the Ski-
Hi Complex. Children of all ages attended the 
event. The Jackpot is a CJSA, Colorado Junior 

Swine Association, sanctioned show. Ana 
Kraherad gets ready to show her pig at the Ray Hinton Memorial Jackpot.

Photos by Marie Mccolm

Ray Hinton Memorial Jackpot held at Ski-Hi Complex

Please see JACKPOT on Page 2A

By Marie MccolMALAMOSA — The San Luis Valley  Amateur Radio Association (SARA) hosted a Field Day demon-stration on amateur radio broadcasting on Saturday, June 24, at The Boys and Girls Club in Alamosa. The event was a nationwide event, and everyone from all over the valley was welcome to attend. A test day for Ham Radio broadcasters to send signals and messages to each other all over the United States. 

SLV Amateur Radio Association hosts Field Day

The San Luis Valley Amateur Radio Association (SARA) hosted a Field Day demonstration on amateur radio broadcasting on Saturday, June 24, at The Boys and Girls Club in Alamosa.
Photo by Marie Mccolm

Please see RADIO on Page 2A

MV Elks Lodge awards scholarships, gives back to community

Courtesy photosThe Monte Vista Elks Lodge supported various groups thanks to a Gratitude Grant. The funds were given to the Homelake Veterans Center, K9 Security, the Food Bank, and Center Kiwanis for their help with the 4-H Club.

By Marie MccolMMONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista Elks Lodge applied for and received a Gratitude Grant through its Grand Lodge. The grant was divided and disbursed to many dif-ferent groups in the community. The funds were given to the Homelake Veterans Center, K9 Security, the Food Bank, and Center Kiwanis for their help with the 4-H Club. The Elks Lodge also received a spotlight grant and used the funds for a community baby shower. Sheri Desautell of the Elks Lodge spoke 

about the disbursement of the grant money to the community.“We held this community baby shower and really got a lot of stuff,” said Desautell. “We gathered all the stuff for the kids, and it was disbursed to five different medical clinics including Center, the three here in Monte and Del Norte, for babies and mothers. We really try to give back to the community. We felt this would help a lot of expect-ing mothers and others in need. The Elks Lodge really tries to help with Please see ELKS on Page 5A

contriButed
MONTE VISTA — The Monte Vista community is invited to the unveiling of three Little Free Libraries on July 11.“We invite you to look at the book selection, listen to the guidelines for using the library, and enjoy some refreshments while supplies last,” or-ganizers stated.

• Chapman Park at 11 a.m. — this library will be dedicated to the memory of Peggy Blenden.• Sanchez Park at 1 p.m. — this library is sponsored by the LOR Foundation, a community develop-ment organization.
• Marsh Park (behind Sonic) 3 p.m. — this library is sponsored by the LOR foundation, a community development organization.The Little Free Library project is a cooperative effort of the LOR Foun-dation, the City of Monte Vista, and local residents.

“We hope having books readily available to read or look at will en-courage you to relax, learn something new, or take an imaginary adventure,” organizers stated.

Doors opening 
celebration for 
MV Little Free 

Libraries
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CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd 

will be performing from 2-4 p.m. 
on July 2 at Basham Park in Creede 
as part of the Creede Arts Council’s 
summer concert series.

Shepherd is an Americana singer-
songwriter, who was born and raised 
in Alaska. He is currently residing 
in the mountains of Colorado. He 
wants nothing more than to write 
and perform songs that tell stories 
and make you want to sing along.

Shepherd also owns and operates 
the Shepherd Music Experience, a 
music school centered on the innate 
creative abilities that exist within all 
his students — children and adults 
alike.

For more information, contact 

Alamosa fireworks 
at the fairgrounds
ALAMOSA — In cooperation 

with the City of Alamosa, San 
Luis Valley Federal Bank recently 
announce its 25th annual fireworks 
show will be on July 4, at the 
Alamosa Fairgrounds at 9:30 p.m. 
The show is free to the public.

In the event of bad weather or dry 
conditions, the show will be moved 
to a later date.

San Luis Valley Federal Bank will 
regularly post updates and notices 
regarding the event. Visit www.
slvfed.bank, for more information.

Karissa Rodriguez 
makes spring 2023 

Dean’s List
TOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn 

University has announced its spring 
2023 Dean’s List honorees. To 
qualify for the Dean’s List, a student 
must be enrolled in 12 hours of 
graded credits and earn a semester 
grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99. 
Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is 
a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.

Shepherd 
performing in 

Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tourney set 

for July 7
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 
July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 
Resort in South Fork.

The format is 4-person scramble, 
low foursome score. The cost is $125 
per person and includes lunch. 
Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register  or  for  more 
information, contact Julia York at 
719-657-4546.

Photo courtesy Custer County Search and Rescue

Custer County Search and Rescue responds to stranded climbers on June 19. 

Climbers rescued on 
Crestone Needle descent

By custer county search 

and rescue

SAGUACHE COUNTY — On 
the morning of June 19, a request 
for mutual aid was received from 
Saguache County for Custer County 
SAR (CCSAR) to respond to a party 
of four who had trouble on the 
descent from Crestone Needle. 

Two members of the party were 
able to descend to their camp at 
South Colony Lakes while the other 
two were separated from each other 
on the standard route and became 
stranded. One of the stranded 
climbers was able to activate his 
Garmin inReach which enabled 
communication and an accurate 
location. At 4 a.m. CCSAR fielded 
a team to hike and climb to the 
climber’s position and to help locate 
the second stranded climber. At 7:30 
a.m. the party of two reunited and 

Please see RESCUE on Page 2A

By Priscilla Waggoner
CENTER — An accident 

involving a “near head-on 
collision” between a 2018 
Chevrolet Cruze and a pick-up 
truck on Highway 285 claimed 
the lives of two people on 
Monday afternoon.

The accident occurred at mile 
post 66.5 on Highway 285, just 
a few miles north of where 285 
intersects with Highway 112. 

According to Capt. Nathan 
Lyons with the Colorado State 
Patrol, at 3:49 p.m. on Monday 
afternoon, a 37-year-old 
woman was travelling with four 
passengers in a Chevrolet Cruze 
headed northbound on Highway 
285 when she traveled into the 
southbound lane, colliding with 

Two killed in 
two-vehicle 
accident on 

Highway 285

See ACCIDENT on Page 2A

Contributed
DENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing 

important information to keep you, your family and 
your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 11-year-
old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while biking near 
Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s quick action.

Why are people bitten and what is the result?
Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy, 

seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite 

CPW provides tip for keeping you and 
your pets safe from rattlesnakes

Courier photo by John Waters

San Luis Valley County Commissioners Association meeting in Alamosa on June 26. 

SLV Commissioners discuss regional issues
DA says Colorado 

Bureau of 
Investigation to staff 
new Alamosa office

By John Waters 
ALAMOSA — Commissioners 

from throughout the Valley met in 
Alamosa on June 26 for the quarterly 
meeting of the San Luis Valley County 
Commissioners Association meeting.

During public comment, Darius 
Allen and Larry Crowder both spoke 
in favor of the agenda item for future 
commissioners’ meetings to include 
an invocation. Later in the meeting, 
commissioners unanimously voted in 
favor of the item.
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CREEDE — Darrell Shepherd will 

be performing from 2-4 p.m. on July 

2 at Basham Park in Creede as part 

of the Creede Arts Council’s summer 

concert series.Shepherd is an Americana singer-

songwriter, who was born and raised 

in Alaska. He is currently residing 

in the mountains of  Colorado. He 

wants nothing more than to write 

and perform songs that tell stories and 

make you want to sing along.

Shepherd also owns and operates 

the Shepherd Music Experience, a 

music school centered on the innate 

creative abilities that exist within all his 

students — children and adults alike.

For more information, contact 

Creede Arts Council at creedearts@

outlook.com. To view CAC’s entire 

summer lineup, visit online www.

creedeartscouncil.com/music-in-

the-park.

Alamosa fireworks 
at the fairgrounds
ALAMOSA — In cooperation with 

the City of Alamosa, San Luis Valley 

Federal Bank recently announce its 

25th annual fireworks show will be on 

July 4, at the Alamosa Fairgrounds at 

9:30 p.m. The show is free to the public.

In the event of bad weather or dry 

conditions, the show will be moved 

to a later date.San Luis Valley Federal Bank will 

regularly post updates and notices 

regarding the event. Visit www.slvfed.

bank, for more information.
Karissa Rodriguez 

makes spring 2023 Dean’s ListTOPEKA, KAN. — Washburn 

University has announced its spring 

2023 Dean’s List honorees. To 

qualify for the Dean’s List, a student 

must be enrolled in 12 hours of 

graded credits and earn a semester 

grade point average of 3.4 to 3.99. 

Karissa Rodriguez from Romeo is 

a spring 2023 Dean’s List honoree.
Shepherd performing in Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tourney set for July 7DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 

July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 

Resort in South Fork.
The format is 4-person scramble, 

low foursome score. The cost is $125 

per person and includes lunch. 

Shotgun start at 11 a.m.
To register or for more information, 

contact Julia York at 719-657-4546.

By Lyndsie Ferrell

DEL NORTE — Summer has made an 

appearance and the Del Norte Chamber of 

Commerce recently announced that Music in the 

Park and Mercado Del Norte are back and better 

than ever. This summer partnership with the Town 

of Del Norte brings the farmer’s market together 

with great music throughout July.

Local and visiting bands create a unique and 

family-friendly opportunity Thursday night in 

River Front Park, just north of the railroad track 

in Del Norte. The stage is set, and the lineup is as 

follows, on June 22 the program kicked off with 

Milo Hayes Meld out of Salida and the reviews 

were amazing. This week, on June 29, come listen 

to UZ out of Taos, N.M., for a flavorful musical 

experience. July 13 will feature local band The 

Rifters out of Alamosa and July 20 come listen 

to Float Like a Buffalo of Denver.

To close out the summer and in partnership 

with the South Fork Music Association and the 

Town of Del Norte to kick off Rhythms on the 

Rio music festival, the community is invited to a 

performance of Dane Arnold & The Soup from 

Tulsa, Okla.Thursday evenings in downtown Del Norte 

will also include Mercado Del Norte Farmer’s 

Market which features fresh produce provided 

through Sol Mountain Farm, vendors with unique, 

homemade wares, food vendors and more. 

Del Norte hosts music 

in the park, brings back 

Mercado Market
RG County 

Museum takes 
ownership of 
Col. Pfeiffer gravesite

By Lyndsie Ferrell

RIO GRANDE COUNTY — Thanks to 

the generosity of the Monte Vista chapter of 

the Daughter’s of the American Revolution 

(DAR), the Rio Grande County Museum is now 

the proud owner of Albert Pfeiffer’s gravesite 

located between Del Norte and South Fork on 

County Road 15.DAR was founded in 1890 to preserve 

the historical significance of the American 

Please see MUSEUM on Page 2A

By Lyndsie Ferrell

SAN LUIS VALLEY — Ever 

wonder what it was like to be an 

archaeologist? The Great 

Sand Dunes National 

Park and Preserve, 

with the National Park 

Service, is hosting two 

expeditions throughout 

the summer for area 

youth ages 11 to 17. 

Participants will see 

an inside look at  what 

archaeologists do and learn 

about local history.
On July 7 beginning at 9 a.m. 

participants are invited to sign up 

for a walk through time and to learn 

about prehistoric Native American 

rock art here in the San Luis 

Valley with retired Rio 

Grande National Forest 

Archaeologist Ken Frye. 

The Rio Grande County 

Museum is home to 

several  professional 

photographs of rock 

art located here in the 

Valley and Frye is the leading 

expert on the subject.

Frye will teach 
b e t w e e n

pictographs and what some of 

the symbols might have meant 

according to research Frye and 

several others,  including Ute 

elders have completed over the 

years. These fascinating views into 

a prehistoric life are in several 

locations around the Valley and 

though many reside on private land 

or have been closed off to the pu

for preservation purp
a few that cais

protect it, students will have an 

opportunity to create rock art that 

will be displayed in the museum 

alongside prehistoric photographs.

In addition to the Rio Grande 

C o u nt y  Mu s e u m  p r o g r a m

participants can visit 

Valley’s mosthe 

Great Sand Dunes National Park hosts 

youth archaeological expeditions

ContributedDENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing 

important information to keep you, your family 

and your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 

11-year-old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while 

biking near Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s 

quick action.Why are people bitten and what is the result?

Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy, 

seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite if 

possible. Most of the time, rattlesnakes will not 

strike at people unless they feel threatened or are 

It is common for rattlesnakes to bask in the sun on 

roads or trails to warm their bodies. Use caution 

when biking or hiking in areas with rattlesnakes.

Photo courtesy of Wayne D. Lewis/CPW

CPW provides tip for keeping you 

and your pets safe from rattlesnakes

Gateway to the Silver Thread

Volume 95, Number 26 
Thursday, June 29, 2023 

South Fork, Colorado 81154 

75¢

Morsels

Alamosa fireworks 

at the fairgrounds

ALAMOSA — In cooperation with 

the City of Alamosa, San Luis Valley 

Federal Bank recently announce its 

25th annual fireworks show will be on 

July 4, at the Alamosa Fairgrounds at 

9:30 p.m. The show is free to the public.

In the event of bad weather or dry 

conditions, the show will be moved 

to a later date.

San Luis Valley Federal Bank will 

st updates and notices 

ww.slvfed.

Karissa Rodriguez 

makes spring 2023 

Dean’s List

Shepherd 

performing in 

Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 

Golf Tourney set 

for July 7
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 

July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 

Resort in South Fork.

The format is 4-person scramble, 

low foursome score. The cost is $125 

per person and includes lunch. 

Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register or for more information, 

contact Julia York at 719-657-4546.

Please see SNAKES on Page 5A

Contributed

DENVER — Colorado Parks and Wildlife is sharing 

important information to keep you, your family and 

your pets safe from rattlesnakes. Recently, an 11-year-

old boy was bitten by a rattlesnake while biking near 

Golden. He survived thanks to his father’s quick action.

Why are people bitten and what is the result?

Rattlesnakes have an elaborate defensive strategy, 

seeking to avoid the need for a venomous bite 

It is common for rattlesnakes to bask in the sun on 

roads or trails to warm their bodies. Use caution 

when biking or hiking in areas with rattlesnakes.

Photo courtesy of Wayne D. Lewis/CPW

CPW provides tip for keeping you 

and your pets safe from rattlesnakes

Lightning strike fire extinguished
Creede set 

to explode 

for the 

Fourth

of July

By Lyndsie Ferrell

CREEDE — Traditions fuel the 

excitement around many events 

held in the small mountain town of 

Creede, but none so much as those 

surrounding the Fourth of July and 

Days of 92’ Mining Competitions. 

This year, the City of Creede is 

g to see hundreds if not 

le in town to 
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Alamosa fireworks 
at the fairgrounds

Karissa Rodriguez 
makes spring 2023 

Dean’s List

Shepherd 
performing in 

Creede on July 2

Del Norte Rotary 
Golf Tourney set 

for July 7
DEL NORTE — The Del Norte 

Rotary Golf Tournament is set for 
July 7 at the Rio Grande Club and 
Resort in South Fork.

The format is 4-person scramble, 
low foursome score. The cost is $125 
per person and includes lunch. 
Shotgun start at 11 a.m.

To register or for more information, 
contact Julia York at 719-657-4546.

Contributed
CREEDE — The Creede Arts 

Council is hosting its 4th annual 
Steamroller Printmaking Event from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sept. 16. This is 
an outdoor printmaking event held 
in Creede during the Cruisin’ the 
Canyon Car Show to fulfill CAC’s 
non-profit mission to promote the 
arts and humanities in the community 
through education, exhibition, and 

performance and to foster local artistic 
talent.

Artists will create and carve wooden 
boards with their own original designs. 
The day of the event, the boards are 
inked by hand and placed on the street 
with paper placed over the boards. Then, 
a Steamroller (roadbed compactor) will 
roll over them, pressing the paper onto 
the board. The resulting outcome is an 
original fine art print.

Artists of all ability levels and ages are 
invited to enter this fun, community-
centered event. The entry form can be 
found on the CAC’s website at www.
creedeartscouncil.com/steamroller-
printmaking.

This year, the CAC is also hosting 
a special educational event to help 
artists get started with carving their 
board from 6-9 p.m. on July 17 at the 
Rec Center Pavilion in Creede. If you 

are interested in attending, RSVP to 
creedearts@outlook.com. 

Each artist’s print will be available for 
purchase during and after the event. 

For more information, contact 
Creede Arts Council at creedearts@
outlook.com. To learn more about 
the Steamroller Printmaking Event, 
follow CAC on Facebook or visit their 
website at www.creedeartscouncil.com/
steamroller-printmaking. 

4th Annual Steamroller Printmaking Event Sept. 16

Creede set 
to explode 

for the 

Valley
Publishing

835 First Ave. • Monte Vista

719-852-3531
2205 State Ave • Alamosa

719-589-2553

Effective advertising is key to driving your business’s success!

Visit Our Websites for all of the Latest Local News!
www.alamosanews.com

www.centerpostdispatch.com
www.conejoscountycitizen.com
www.delnorteprospector.com
www.mineralcountyminer.com
www.montevistajournal.com

www.southforktines.com

In Print
& Online!
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www.outdoordepot.biz

0168  Four Seasons Dr. • South Fork • 719-873-10600168  Four Seasons Dr. • South Fork • 719-873-1060

• SALES• SALES

Thank You San Luis Valley 
for your support and votes!

• SERVICE • SERVICE 
• SOUVENIR STORE• SOUVENIR STORE
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Romeo, Colorado

(719) 580-9436

Elevated
Recreations

Since 2021

Voted Best
Dispensary/
Smoke Shop

THANK YOU FOR MAKING US #1 HOSPITAL FOR 
THREE YEARS AND BEST PULMONARY REHAB 

& WOUND CARE IN THE SAN LUIS VALLEY!

Thank you forThank you for

Voting for us!Voting for us!
2023

Agro Engineering, Inc.
0210 Rd 2 S Alamosa

719-852-4957 www.agro.com

We provide support and answers
for your agricultural needs

Irrigation ~ Pests ~ Fertility

All Pre & Post Growing Needs

CALL TODAY TO SEE HOW WE CAN HELP YOU!

Best Food Truck
Suavecito grill

Best Friendliest Staff
Scrumpy Moo’s of Monte 
Vista

Best Green Chile
Nino’s Del Sol LLC

Best Hamburger
The Rubi Slipper LLC

Best Happy Hour
Spare Keg Brewerks

Best Ice and Water 
Machine

Ice Hunters - Bulk Ice and 
Water Vending

Best Italian Restaurant
The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Margarita
Lindo Jalisco

‘Roots’ by Blessed Brews 
tops coffee houses

Selected top coffee house for six of the last 10 years, Roots by Blessed Brews was voted tops 
in 2023. Shown are, from left, Avery Palmgren, Bianca Romero, Lacey Cooley (owner), Jonna 
Murr, Sariaha Lopez, Lacy McKinley.
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 Best Mexican Restaurant,
Best Catering & Best Margarita

1019 6th Street • Alamosa • 719-937-2292

Thank 

You 
for 

Voting 

for us!

Please 
come 
and 

join us.

Best Mexican Restaurant
Lindo Jalisco

Best Pizza
My Brothers Place

Best Romantic 
Restaurant

The Friar’s Fork & 
Sanctuary

Best Sports Bar
Weekends Tavern

Best Steakhouse
Quincy’s Steak & Spirits

Best Tacos
Suavecito Grill

Best Thai/Vietnamese 
Restaurant

Lucky Bamboo

Best Assisted Living 
Facility

The Bridge at Alamosa

Best Chiropractor
SLV Health Stuart Ave Clinic

Best Health & Fitness 
Clinic

Defiance Health

Best Dentist Office
Cottonwood Dental Dr 
Darrell Jackson

Best Eye Clinic
Rocky Mountain Eye Center

Best Hospital
Rio Grande Hospital

Best In-Home Care 
Providers

Visting Angels

Best Massage 
Therapist

Massage by Taycie

Best Orthodontist
Cottonwood Dental Dr. 
Darrell Jackson

Best Pharmacy
City Market Pharmacy

Best Physician
Stephanie Posorske, CNM

Best Pulmonary Rehab
Rio Grande Hospital

Best Retirement 
Facility

The Bridge at Alamosa

Best Wound Care
Rio Grande Hospital

Best Accounting Firm
Wall, Smith, Bateman Inc.

Best Attorney/ Lawyer
Trujillo Michael H

Best ATV/ Motorcycle 
Shop

Outdoor Depot

Best Auto Body Repair
Absolute Shine Auto Body
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THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR VOTES!

You have made us your #1 choice for 
carpet cleaning!

Marion Malouff 
P.O. Box 391

Alamosa

719-580-5610

1155 7th Street

Alamosa

719-589-5660

www.northrivergreenhouse.com

THANK YOU!
For Voting Us Best 
Landscaper and 
Best Garden and 

Nursery Store.
See Us for Fall & Holiday 
Plants and Decorations.

Best Auto Detailing
Final Touch

Best Auto Parts/Safety 
Equipment

Motor Parts

Best Auto Repair
Garcia Auto Sales

Best Bank
San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank

Best Barber Shop
Stretchs Barbershop

Best Bookkeeper/Tax 
Service

H&R Block

Best Car Rental Service
Alamosa Car Rental

Best Carpet Cleaning
MGM Carpet

Best Commercial Real 
Estate

Colorado Realty and 
Land Co.

Best Computer/IT 
Service

WSB Computer Services Inc

Best Construction 
Company

Crowther Floor Coverings

Best Copy,Fax, Shipping, 
Office Services

Main Copy Source

Best Electrician
Valley Electric, Inc.

(719-589-4040
6697 Malouff Rd. • Alamosa

Thanks for Voting 
Us Best Lawn & 

Sprinkler Systems in 
the San Luis Valley
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND VOTES!

BEST CLOTHING STORE 3 YEARS IN A ROW!
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2023

Thanks for Voting Us ‘Best Liquor Store’

& ‘Best Wine Selection’

CHIEF LIQUOR
How Much Did You Just Save?

Tito’s 1.75 ml
$3199

Smirnoff 1.75 ml
$2249

Svedka 1.75 ml
$2199

Jim Beam 1.75 ml
$3199

Crown Royal

1.75 ml 
$4999

Pendleton

1.75 ml 
$4149

Canadian Mist

1.75 ml 
$1499

Captain Morgan

    1.75 ml 
$2799

Admiral Nelson

1.75 ml 
$1399

1280 Main 
Alamosa

719-589-4489
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Flowers, Ice Cream, 
Gifts & More

540 Grand Ave.
Del Norte

719-657-9024

Best Florist

THANKS FOR VOTING US

Best Golf Course

www.alamosacattails.com
500 Cottonwood Dr. • Alamosa

1425 Main St.
Alamosa

719-480-2112

Best Dessert

HAEFELI’S 
HONEY 
FARMS

Best 
Local 

Producer

New & Used Books
• Local Wares

• Local Authors
• Local History

»The store also hosts 
events such as book 
signings, book clubs, 
writing workshops, 

and story slam.

Best 
Place to 
Throw A 
Birthday 
Party

SLVPLAYHOUSE@GMAIL.COM

6512 Cramer Rd. 
Alamosa
719-496-1227

Hours: Mon.-Sat: 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sun: Closed

Plants & Coffee
To book an event, visit our Sister Store @fuel.byblessed

Roots by Blessed 
Brews Coffee Shop

6:30 a.m.-5 p.m. • Monday-Saturday

Best Eyelashes
Mavz’s Beauty Bar

Best Financial 
Institution

San Luis Valley Federal 
Bank

Best Financial 
Planning

Edward Jones - Financial 
Advisor: Tyler M Keck, AAMS™

Best Hair Salon
Vip Salon & Spa

Best Heating & Air 
Company

High Altitude Heating & 
Cooling

Best Home and Auto 
Glass

Schrader’s Glass

Hotel
Mellow Moon Lodge

Best Insurance Agency
Troy Plane - State Farm 
Insurance Agent

Best Internet Provider
Ciello Powered by REC

Friar’s Fork captures 
four categories

Friar’s Fork Restaurant, specializing in Italian cuisine, which was 
also nominated earlier this year as one of the best new restaurants 
in the country, were voted tops for Italian restaurant, romantic res-
taurant, best place to take an out of town guest, and best bartender.

(719-589-4040
6697 Malouff Rd. • Alamosa

Thanks for Voting 
Us Best Lawn & 

Sprinkler Systems in 
the San Luis Valley
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Pareidolia: 
The ability to 
see an image 
in a ramdom 
or ambigu-
ous visual 
pattern.

(Pair-ah-
dole-ee-ah)

125 Adams St • Monte Vista
(719) 992-8776

Wednesday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Thank You SLV
for Voting Us the

“Best Burger”

Also, well known for our 
variety of menu, desserts 

and our selection of beers.
506 State Avenue

Alamosa
719-589-2641

Our selection 
of burgers will 

shock you!

Thanks for Voting Us
‘BEST OUTDOOR EVENT’

BEST FESTIVAL’

Don’t forget our new 
dates for next year!

July 11-14, 2024

Best Landscaper
North River Green House

Best Lawn and 
Sprinkler Repair

Holman Landscape & 
Irrigation

Best Local Non-Profit
Tu Casa Inc.

Best Mortgage/Home 
Loan Provider

San Luis Valley Federal Bank

Best Nail Salon
Diamond Nails by Ceri

Best Oil Change
Garcia Auto Sales

Best Pet Boarding/
Grooming

All-4-Paws, LLC

Best Photographer
Kim Marquez 
Photography

Best Plumber
Marty’s Maintenance LLC

Best Property 
Management Company
KB property Terri Hussman

Best Real Estate 
Agency

Colorado Realty and 
Land Co.

Best Tanning Salon/ Spa
Seaside Tan

Best Tatoo/Peircing 
Studio

Ink Pusher
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12 Washington st.
Monte Vista

(719) 852-8987

thank You sLV for 
Your support!

719-589-2822
7727 Hwy. 160 • Alamosa
www.sorumtractor.com

Thank You For Voting Us Best
EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE

Best Tire Shop
Garcia Auto Sales

Best Towing and 
Roadside Assistance

Ace Towing

Best Veterinarian
Alpine Veterinary 
Hospital

Best Videographer
Mike Borjas

Best Antique/ Novelty 
Store

Green Spot Garden Center

Best Appliance Store
Altitude Appliances

Best Bicycle Shop
Kristi Mountain Sports, 
LLC - Alamosa

Best Books Store
Narrow Gauge Book Coop

Best Boutique/ Clothing
The Finery Boutique

Best Building Supplier
Alamosa Building Supply
Shopping

Best Dispensary/
Smoke Shop

Elevated Recreations 
Recreational Dispensary

Best Flooring/ Carpet 
Store

Del Mar Carpet One Floor 
& Home SLV Federal Bank topped the “Best of SLV” in three financial categories and just announced 

the edition of two new bank board members, Joe Martinez, left, and Greg Goodwin.

SLV Federal is a 
perennial winner
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Del Mar Carpet One
Floor & Home

621 Main St • 719-625-3100 • Alamosa

Voted 1st 
as Alamosa’s 

FINEST FLOORING STORE

State Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington, IllinoisState Farm Insurance Companies Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

THANKS FOR VOTING US YOUR
FAVORITE INSURANCE AGENCY

1639 Grande Ave. • Monte Vista • (719) 852-3548

Troy
Plane

302 State Ave. • Alamosa
719-589-2501

Best Auto Parts & 
Safety Equipment

Best Florist
Almost Home Flowers & 
More

Best Garden/Nursery 
Store

North River Greenhouse 
& Landscaping

Best Grocery Store
City Market

Best Hobby / Gift Store
Big Valley HobbyTown

Best Home Furnishing 
Store

Big John’s Furniture 
Warehouse

Best Liquor Store
Chief Liquor Inc

Best Local Food 
Producers

Haefelis Honey

Best Mattress Store
Big John’s Furniture Warehouse

Best Outdoor Outfitters
Kristi Mountain Sports, 
LLC - Alamosa

Best Place to Buy a 
New/ Used Car

Town & Country Car and 
Truck Center, Inc.

Best Thrift Store
Nazarene Thrift Store
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Come Join Us for Great 
Home Cooked Food!

110 Adams St. • Monte Vista
719-628-2110

Thank You for Voting Us Best Brunch
Family Friendly 

Restaurant
Friendliest 

Staff

Food Truck
Breakfast 

Burrito
Tacos

719-588-7485719-588-7485

VOTED BEST

Three wins for Sauvecito

Sauvecito Grill (Monte Vista) owners Adrian and Amy Raya were joined by the Adams 
State mascot for their grand opening earlier this year. The restaurant picked up three 
first place honors in the dining category.
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We Appreciate You 
for Voting Us
BEST REAL 

ESTATE AGENCY 
&

BEST FOR 
COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

Never Settle for Less!

409 Main St. • Alamosa
Ph. 589-6594

210 Adams • Monte Vista
Ph. 852-3338

Proud to be Voted
BEST TAX SERVICE

Thanks for making us your
BEST COMPUTER SERVICES & IT

21 Craft Drive
Alamosa

719-589-8940

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT AND LOYALTY

www.schradersglass.com
719-580-8479 • 1424 21st St. • Alamosa

Best
GLASS SHOP

Tu Casa, Inc.
www.slvtucasa.net 

24-Hour Hotline 
719.589.2465

Tu Casa, Inc. 
thanks everyone who 
voted for us as “Best 

Non-profit in the SLV”!
Tu Casa, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 community based 

non-profit who serves survivors of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, human trafficking, 

stalking, child sexual abuse, and severe child 
physical abuse or neglect. Tu Casa, Inc. thrives 

because of the support we receive from our 
community. Without you all, we couldn’t do 

the work we do1 Thank you again for helping 
Tu Casa, Inc. continue to make sure survivors in 
our Valley know there is help available to them’

Best Wine Selection
Chief Liquor

Best Bowling Alley
Stars And Strikes

Best Dance Studio
Ms. Kais Academy of 
Performing Arts

Best Golf Course
Cattails Golf Course

Best Gym/Health & 
Fitness Club

SLV Sports And Wellness

Best RV Park
Base Camp Family 
Campground

Best Ski & Snowboard , 
Outdoor Equipment

Kristi Mountain Sports, 
LLC - Alamosa

Best Swimming Pool/
Waterpark

Sand Dunes Recreation

Best Yoga Studio
Sweetgrass Therapeutics
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Thank You For Voting Us Your

#1 AUTO BODY SHOP for 3 Years!

859 Acequia Dr.
Monte Vista

(719) 852-5700
Monday-Friday 

8am - 5pm

  absoluteshineautobody.com
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V O T E D
BEST FURNITURE STORE & 

BEST MATTRESS STORE!
We Thank You

800 Main St  •  Alamosa  •  (719) 589-3099
Mon - Sat: 10am -6pm  • Closed Sunday  •  salebigjohns@yahoo.com

New restaurant wins three categories

Scrumpy 
Moo’s own-
ers Wendy 
and Tim Da-
vidson cut 
the ribbon 
during the 
grand open-
ing for their 
restaurant 
on Saturday, 
Aug. 26 in 
downtown 
Monte Vista.
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